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Well, here It Is the first day of the New Year, and I have been 

alone most of the day as Yurlko had to get up early In order  to go teaoh 

and rehearse today« It Is the kind of day that one should r emain Indoors 

as the streets outside are covered with snow. It Is rea lly the first 

good snow of the season* The weather this winter hasn't be en so bad yet. 

I am listening to the Rose Bowl football game right now, a nd It Is a bit 

strange to hear the broadcaster saying that the sun Is sh ining brightly 

and It Is over 70 degrees out there. It Is dark here now. It d oesn't 

make me nostalgic about California and my thoughts do not  make me rest* 

less about being there. I think that I am much better off out here and 

I like It fine. It Is natural for people to long for the pl ace from 

which they came—like the Issel who always talked about  going back to 

Japan but never got there beoause they had to rear famili es and I suppos 

that many of the Nisei are In the same situation since th e war. Econom-

ically they are better off In the other areas of the co untry although 

those with property had some reason for returning. It se ems so long ago 

since those days In Chicago when I was so concerned abou t the Integration 

process of the Nisei. They have done fairly well from t his viewpoint, 

but It Is unfortunate that they have drifted more and mo re back Into the 

segregated habits. It's not their fault entirely sinc e the outside 

social forces creates such situations but I think that mo re could have 

been done by Individuals. At least It Is not a hopeless cause. I guess 

I feel the same way about this matter as I always have. The reason I 

got to thinking about this Is that I have been reading "The Spoilage" 

today and It made me think of how tragic the worst of the seg regation 

prooess oan be. 

We didn't have such a quiet New Year's Eve after all. W hen YUrlko 

came home last evening she neglected to tell me that she had Invited 
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some friends over. I was working on a lamp, spent hours dri lling holes 

in the glass, and Yuriko finally had to ohase me in to sh ave and get 

cleaned up, (I broke the lamp!) About 9:30 people starte d to drift in 

end around 10 people came in all. It was a very successf ul party for 

suoh an unplanned "unofficial" gathering. Sasha couldn't b ring his 

girl friend, Andora, as she was dancing in the Roxie theat er ohorus. 

Clara and Charlie came, Shirley a dancing student—her home i s in the 

midwest, Bob Johns and Duggey, Lamar and Rhoda. Don Dunc an gave Yuriko 

an extra bottle so we had plenty of liquid provisions. It w asn't a 

noisy party but Yuriko and I felt that it was very success ful for our 

"first party." We used our fancy, expensive glasses for t he first time 

and everyone admired our apartment. Yuriko prepared a deli cious chow 

me In  for the gathering which everyone enjoyed. Ethel and Pa ul did not 

show up as she was too tired from her teaohlng--orlglna lly we had Just 

planned to have the two of them. Anyway, it was a successf ul end of the 

old year even if my lamp did not get made! 

Yuriko Just came home and she Is very tired because she h ad a hard 

day. She thinks that she is developing a cold. We don't kn ow if we 

will wash all those last night dishes or not; It depends upon how 

ambitious we are. I haven't gotten out of my pajamas all day long. 

This is our first day in the New Year together so she is goi ng to cook 

something special. I shall go help her now. 

2 January. 1947. Thursday 

The new work year starts with a renewal of my tasks about the 

household. It seems to be a never ending Job because there a re so many 

things to be done. I am beginning to worry about the ar rival of my 

honorable discharge papers because I cannot apply for any unemployment 

benefits until I have them in hand. My civilian adjustm ents seem to be 
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fair enough in all other respects; this married life is  going along very 

smoothly and gayly. Perhaps I am pushing the thoughts  of my economic 

future into the background by preoccupying myself about  the apartment so 

intensely, but it is a good way as any to pass the time. I haven't been 

out of the place much since arrival in NYC. I'm too engross ed in fixing 

the place up to think of a bookcase muoh else I guess. Today I planned 

and exeouted the completion of a bookcase from some of the  scrap lumber 

I found about the place. Lumber is too expensive so I Ju st planed off 

the old pieces until they looked like new. I was unable to fi nd any 

bricks after tramping around to a few places so I made it all  wood. We 

have a long living room so I had to design something which would minimize 

it. When Yuriko came home, she improved my project with  some sound ideas. 

Tomorrow I will paint it—cost for one large bookcase is $1.00. 

Yuriko had to rehearse this evening so I went to pick her up abo ut 

11100 p.m. She will not get paid for rehearsals for anoth er week yet» 

The latest on her tour Is that they will open for a short seaso n in NYC 

and then go to Pittsburg and then work to the Southern stat es. The NYC 

appearance doesn't make the company any money, but it is necessary for 

prestige purposes in the hinterlands. Yuriko said that she was so used 

to sleeping with her arms about me that she had better no t be given a 

roommate while on tour. I really will not be seeing too muc h of her in 

the coming weeks because of her evening rehearsals. Most o f our social 

visiting is done at night when she oomes home. This eve ning we ate mochi 

and had some tea, and talked over the day's events. About all I could 

tell her was on things I had built and the homeless men I sa w on the 

snow-covered streets when I went out shopping. It made m e feel good 

that my future was going to be muoh happier than that of a homeless man 

who wanders around without a person in the world oaring for him. That 

would be about the worst fate that one could have in life.  Living is 
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trying to make oneself as happy as possible, and it isn't t oo difficult 

to do in spite of so many world ills socially and economica lly if one 

has a partner who loves him as muoh as Yuriko does me. I t is such a 

satisfying feeling that it continues to amaze me no end.  It is possible 

to be happy in a world of reality. Yuriko is always cheerful and happy. 

When she is tired and exhausted from her dancing, she do esn't try to 

make me unhappy by griping about her tough life. It is Just as diffi-

cult for her to realize that our love is a reality becau se she needs re-

assurance once in a while also. She thinks that I might  resent her 

because I "have to do all the work about the house and I can 't help you 

much. 11 So to soothe her troubled mind and to give me an outwards demon-

stration of her feelings she goes and washes my underwear1 Yuriko is 

always thinking up little considerate things to do and i t gets to be 

contagious—all of it contributing immeasurably to a  nicely adjusted 

marital relationship. She finally confessed that she rea d Havelock 

Ellis' "Psychology of Sex" to learn & bit more of men pr ior to her 

marriage, so I retaliated by telling her that I "studie d" up on women a 

bit by reading "Modern Marriage." (Both books are now p rominently dis-

played on the top of our new bookcase  I)  It all boils down to common 

sense• 

There are many factors which contribute to our Initial happinesa in 

married life, and I think that we both work at it. Our immed iate little 

problems are unimportant in comparison to the vast social p roblems of 

the country, but to us they are significant. (One way in which I have 

helped Yuriko curb some of her extravagant habits is t o tell her that 

we should save a small sum each month in case we decide to  have a real 

home in the future. I don't think that even this is an imp ossibility 

now although it may be a long time in coming). Economic matte rs seem 
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to have a habit of disrupting many marriages, and both of  us want to 

prevent distasteful misunderstandings by working out a mutual program 

now, Yurlko will olalm me as her dependent for tax purpo ses as she will 

be earning more this year. She very tactfully broached th e subject 

because she thought that it would hurt my  ego I 

One large factor which we recognize as contributing to a r ich and 

happy life is establishing an attractive home as possi ble under the cir-

cumstances, and the fact that we are doing it with lim ited resources 

adds to the satisfaction. Yurlko has ouch understanding  and appreciation 

of everything I do that it spurs me on. I am one hell of a carp enter 

because I still cannot saw a board straight, but I am lea rning with ex-

perience and Yurlko is never critical. I am glad that she has such an 

appreciation of artistic things because it adds to the a tmosphere of 

our place. She has a small collection of olasslcal record s and some 

books in very good taste. All of these little things will e ventually 

open up avenues for mutual enjoyment later on. We want our ap artment to 

look Inviting and when friends come we would like them to feel at ease. 

It isn't too hard to create a gay and cheerful place with a little 

imagination and Yurlko has a lot of it. She oolleoted a great many 

curios while on tour In Japan before the war and they make t he bookcase 

handsome. I was for piling it up, but Yurlko was more sele ctive and 

she made each object stand out distinctively. Both of us li ke our apart-

ment so much that we rarely seek enjoyment elsewhere an d we haven't begun 

to take care of our social obligations. Smooching has taken up most of 

our leisure time so farI 
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We acquired an eleotrle alarm clock by oourtesy of Dugg y today to 

that we won't have any more trouble In a run down olock w hich falls to 

ring the alarm. Duggy gave us the olook because it is AG curr ent, and 

also as a wedding gift* She is a member of the Oraham com pany. Grad-

ually, we are getting things to fit the apartment up* I w orked on the 

bookcase all day long and found to my surprise that it was not big 

enough for all of my volumes* So I guess I will have to build another 

one for the study. 

I shaved for the first time this year (I sort of forgot ab out it.) 

My hair was getting very long and Yurlko got after me in a j oking way 

so I went out to the looal barber and had my looks sheared off. He told 

me all the neighborhood news and thought that I was c razy for oomlng to 

NYC to live. However he was in accord with my projected plan to continue 

school because "without an education you are nothing in A merica." Yurlko 

hardly recognized me when she came home, and decided that  she did love me 

after all to be able to put up with my tough beard. She thr eatened to 

sleep in the living room if Z did not shave! Z didn't wan t her to catch 

a cold out there so that's why Z got the razor  out I  Now Z can get after 

her about going to the dentist to have her filling replac ed. 

Yurlko rehearsed again this evening so Z cooked the dinn er. The 

other girls in the company go across the street to eat, b ut Yurlko 

prefers to come home and see me even if it is only for an hour. She is 

very busy at the studio now so that she has been unable to do many of the 

things whloh have piled up. Zt is fortunate that Z will be able to draw 

an OZ benefit because Z don't mind too much keeping house while waiting 

for school acceptance. Zt has been nice to have the time to work on the 

apartment too. Eaoh day Z find something new to do and the process seems 

to be endless. Z have been working on an average of 10 to  14 hours per 
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day. Nothing would delight Yuriko more than if I remained in bed all 

morning and rested, but I don't want to develop lazy ha bits* Maybe I 

would get too used to Yuriko supporting me and I never wou ld want to go 

out and face the cruel world to earn an honest livingl Yu riko has been 

so busy lately that I haven't had a ohanoe to take her ou t on a date. 

I hope that she does not get run down and ill as she uses sueh terrifie 

energy in her work that it is quite a physical strain. Desp ite her 

tiredness, Yuriko always insists upon doing something a bout the house-

no matter how small a task—Just to let me know that her he art is in the 

right place* She doesn't have to dc that but I know that i t is sort of 

symbolical so I let her do it* 

My honorable discharge hasn't arrived yet so I am getting a bit 

worried* It was sent to California but it has been a we ek so there has 

been time for it to be relayed—unless there is nobody a round the campus 

on account of the Xmas holidays. I can't take any officia l steps until 

I get that piece of paper in my hands, and then my last con taot with the 

army will be severed, good riddance for both of us methi nks. YUrlko got 

her last allotment check today and it will be used to pay  the rent. 

January 4. 1947. Saturday 

Puttered about the apartment doing little things all day long. 

Yuriko had to rehearse late so that we did not eat dinner unt il a late 

hour. She did most of the shopping this afternoon when sh e was home 

briefly. We still have to go over to her parents to deliver p resents 

whioh were sent here. I want to take a couple of ray suits ov er as I do 

not have any clothes to wear and I do want to get into suita ble civilian 

clothes soon. The clothing industry Is in the midst of h aving tremendous 

sales now so I may go select a suit in the very near future. Y uriko 

wants me to have a dark suit so that I can escort her proper ly when we do 
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go out. We won f t get a feeling of being settled until I complete a few 

more tasks about the apartment and it will take at least t wo more weeks 

as new things keep on ooming up* My next major project wil l be the 

building of the closet. It will be some Job to find the lum ber. 

I took time out this afternoon to listen about the Bilbo ca se over 

the radio. The senate is having a hard time trying to aot as if it 

believed in democratic principles by not seating him, whe n aotually it 

is a political move on the part of the Republicans to gain p ublic favor. 

This time it looks like Bilbo will be kept out, and good rid dance. He 

was oounting on the support of the Southern democrats but they seemed to 

have deserted him. The battle for white supremacy is by no me ans resolv-

ed) this Is only one small step. Liberals in general are be ing confused 

these days over the Communist issue. I read in the papers today that the 

AVO is having quite an internal struggle to keep out the  communists. It 

is too bad that this has to be an issue at a time when all liberal and 

progressive forces should be working together to prevent the conservatives 

from hurting labor and the working man too much. I droppe d In at the 

ALP headquarters next door this morning to find out about v eterans bene-

fits and read some of the literature while waiting. It made me all the 

more disappointed in Truman. He is the symbol of the confused state of 

mind in the U.S. today, but things could be worse. It woul d be quite a 

surprise to me if the politicians and Big Business ever  did stop betray-

ing .emocracy for financial reasons. Saying that we are b etter k off than 

all other nations in the world is not much consolation. O ne slightly dls« 

illusloned person doesn't mean much, but the numbers ooul d grow—and it 

will if we have any severe economic dislocations in the ne ar future. 

(The Republicans will no doubt get blamed for it again if it comes after 

they return to power.) 
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I feel a bit guilty about my rather useless existence th ese days 

when nothing really productive is accomplished, especial ly on Sundays. 

I was In bed until late afternoon reading the assorted newsp apers in 

detail and it took me hours. One thing about the N.Y. pape rs is that 

there is plenty of printed matter in them, and Sunday is u sually the day 

in which I catch up with the news of the week. I read th e N.Y. Times 

and PM in detail, and glanced through the Daily News fo r the more 

sensational stuff. (Like many other Ignorant people, we su pport it 

because of the funnies.) The beautiful post war Utopia J ust hasn't seem-

ed to materialize; it's like some of the dreams of life. Bu t people seem 

to go on existing and not caring too much. 

Lately I have been thinking of Joining the Greenwich Vill age 

chapter of the AVC, but I haven't taken any action beca use I keep on 

fooling myself that I am still in the process of readjust ing myself with 

civilian life and too busy fixing the apartment up. My l iving has been 

focused around Yuriko to the complete exclusion of almo st everything else. 

Personally I have been very happy In this vacuum, but I als o have a 

guilty conscience that I am not living up to my responsibi lities as a 

citizen by not taking a more active Interest in other thi ngs. As soon 

as my honorable discharge arrives my economic concerns will be taken care 

of partially by the readjustment allowance for GI's but i t certainly la 

not a aolutlon for my economic future. After all of these ye ars I Just 

cannot make up my mind yet as to what I really want to d o in life. I 

have given it a lot of thought, but my impression is that 1 still have to 

search around a bit before I find my proper niche. I Just do n't want to 

settle down to a useless and dull Job, I think that a MA will better 

prepare me for whatever I eventually want to do and *± th is constitutes 

a sort of escapism for me. I suppose that I am not the onl y one troubled 
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by these thoughts* However, I cannot go pn being vague all o f my life 

since I should save some time for really doing something c onstructive. 

It will be someplace in the field of social service, bu t the exact nature 

is  a mystery. I know that I should be more concerned about it,  but I'm 

not. Maybe it is a failing on my part. It is a source of g reat satis-

faction that Yuriko does not nag me. Her contention is t hat I should 

finish with school first and then concentrate on finding a  job.  n As 

long as you are going that, I don't mind living on a reduced  scale of 

living. After all, a dancer's life is insecure economica lly, too, so 

I'm really not giving up too much. I never knew that mar riage could be 

such happiness while I was single so don't think that I am suffering." 

In a way, my army experiences have affected me In that I a m impatient 

about having to spend another year in school but I see no other way 

around It. My plan is to do some reading and private study ing as soon 

as we get settled here, but the days and weeks have a ha bit of slipping 

by so rapidly. At least, It Is a sign that I am not bored wi th dragging 

days. Life on the whole never seemed so bright to me, and I ha ve a feel* 

Ing that it is going to lead into something really positive.  YUriko and 

I even talk about having  a home of our own someday so we must be optimist 

le. I never dared to think In such concrete terms before. 

One of the things jvhioh "bothers" me is any dlsousslon abo ut having 

a family. Yuriko's philosophy is that if It happens, we sh ould be happy 

and prepare to welcome an offspring even though we do no t feel economic* 

ally secure to start this process. She dismisses it wit h a light "After 

all, it happens in the best of families. 11 We never seem to arrive at 

any definite conclusions, although we both have agreed th at we should 

wait and Just have each pther for a year or so. Maybe I am n ot normal, 

but I don't feel any strong biological urge to perpetua te the Kikuchl 
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name. Yurlko is quite feminine by the faot that she would like to have 

a child eventually. However, my feeling is that this urg e develops with 

one 1s sense of self confidence in one's environment and a reall y strong 

belief in the future of the race* I guess I am a bit inhibit ed in this 

respect because of some of my cynical beliefs about hu man beings* Yurlko 

is a good influence for me because of her firm conviction in the goodness 

of Man. There is nothing philosophical about it) it's J ust naturally 

there. It's one part of her personality whloh makes her s uch a well 

rounded individual. I like people, but not the economic- political system 

which exploits them to the point that they cannot really live. And it 

is this sort of environment that I dislike bringing a new of fspring into. 

I guess It Is also a matter of getting used to the responsi bilities of 

marriage; it's still pretty new to me  I 

We went over to visit Yurlko ! s parents this evening, and to explain 

why the mochi which came from Chicago got so mildewed. Some  of her 

parents 1 friends sent it to our address and we didn't have a chanc e to 

deliver it. Mr. and Mrs. M. were quite philosophical abou t the matter, 

and said that it was sent to them for the sentiment anyway since they 

had plenty of mochi this year. It's a survival of the old c ountry 

culture to have moohl, and nobody seems to know what it rea lly means. 

Mrs. M. thought that the round mochl was some kind of trib ute to de-

parted ancestors, while Mr. M. came forth with the view tha t It might 

be symbolical of family unity. Yurlko and I had dinner  with them; it 

was completely American style. We met some of their old c amp friends, 

one of whom Yurlko knew quite well. Mr. TJtsumi was a rat her affable 

Issel, quite modern In his thinking and reputed to be a shrewd business 

man. He made enough money in the importing business befo re the war to 
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become semi-retired now. Since leaving camp, he has tra veled extensive-

ly over the oountry In his car, taking part In some small b usiness 

ventures for "humanitarian" reasons. He operated a boar ding house In 

Chicago In order to help the resettiers with housing an d after It became 

a profitable venture he sold out* Right now he Is making g old fish bowls 

as a hobby and he gave us one for a wedding present* Yurlko  calls him 

the "bending macaroni" because he "goes In all directions ." Mr. U. Is 

single. We all played ping pong after dinner, and at last w e have found 

a medium In common to get along and relax with at the hoste l. They all 

speak a lot of Japanese at the hostel so I never know what th e discussions 

are all about until Yurlko tells me later* It Is a much bette r feeling 

to enter Into things over there even though It Is through pi ng pong. 

Mrs. M. seems genuinely glad to have us over and she Is comp letely 

reconciled to the marriage because all of her Issel friend s who have met 

me pass approval upon my conduct. I don't talk too much—w hich Is their 

general criticism of Nisei—but that Is ohlefly because of  the language 

handlcapll Mrs. M. gave us a set of dishes, and they were anx ious to 

oome and visit us so Yurlko Invited them to come to dinner tomorrow even-

ing. Mr. M. had previously told us to bring our things fo r cleaning so 

I took over some Jackets and drapes. He will do them fo r us at cost, 

and this will be a considerable savings to us with the ri sing costs for 

oleanlng now. He will also dye some of my uniform shirts. 

January 6. 1947. Monday 

My honorable discharge arrived today along with my muste ring out 

check so that my mind was relieved Immensely. Now I can st art my pro-

ceedings for the readjustment allowances. It also adds to my mental 

health to realize that at least a little money will be c oming In through 

me as I have been living on Yurlko since coming back fro m Chicago. Both 
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of us realize that we spent too much money last month so w e have been 

discussing some sort of budgetary control over expenditur es lately. 

Yurlko wants me to handle the whole thing, but I think that she Is a 

much better banker than I am. She developed a cold tod ay so took a day 

off from the 

studio. It was nice to have her around because I get tire d 

of listening to the radio when alone around here  I 

Most of our day was spent In cleaning up the apartment In order to 

make a good Impression upon her parents. YUrlko did all of the shopping 

and 

we decided to have roast beef Instead of steak upon the bu tcher 1s 

recommendation. Yurlko had never made a roast before s o I undertook the 

Job of cooking It. It came out real tough, but that was partl y the fault 

of Mr. M. as he cut the slices too thick. Yurlko did a l ot of work for 

the dinner party and It was a success--our first formal di nner partyl 

We had a nice desert but they ate "tsu-ke-momo H Instead. (Rice and 

pickles with teal) Mr. and Mrs. M. thought that we had a nice a partment. 

I guess I was a bit nervous about the party because I put se wing machine 

oil In the cigarette lighters and had to clean them out la terI Yurlko 

said that Mr. Utsuml was "impressed" with me and this help ed to elevate 

my prestige with her parents. 

Both of us have concluded that It Is much more pleasurabl e having 

friends for dinner parties than going out so that we pla n to have more 

of them as soon as Yurlko's rehearsal schedule lightens up . We feel 

very proud of our apartment because It receives nice com pliments from 

everybody. It Is a long ways from being finished, but we ha ve gotten 

past most of the hard tasks. Yurlko plans to go down to Delanc y street 

one of these days In order to buy some remnant material In order to 

upholster the chairs and put up curtains and drapes. She hasn*t been 

able to do much of these things yet because of her work. I fo rced her 
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to take things easy today as much as possible because of h er coughing» 

It worries me that she might get 111. Yurlko drives hers elf Into ex-

haustion and I have to be a sort of brake upon her activit ies. 

January 7. 1947. Tuesday 

My fears were justified because Yurlko was too ill to go t o the 

studio today. Her cold made her cough considerably, but she did not 

have a temperature. I am Insisting that she remain in bed f or a day or 

so as Insurance against long Illness. I worried so much  about her today. 

I busied myself making a sink top so that I wouldn't bother  her too much 

with my worries. A lot of dumb and unjustified fears wer e going through 

my mind, and I kept thinking how much she meant to me. Yurlk o has an 

amazing vitality so I don't expect her to be 111 too long, but I Insist 

that she stay In bed for at least two days. She even wanted to go to 

the studio today, but I phoned up Don and told him that s he couldn't 

come. It's only rehearsal and she doesn't get paid for it, so I couldn't 

see why she should endanger her health. Yurlko only had  some soup all 

day long, and she was feeling miserable—but she didn't co mplain at all. 

I had to go out for a while this morning In order to Initia te my 

application for the readjustment allowanoe at the Vet eran's Center. It 

was a very easy process and I was only there for about an hou r. There 

were hundreds of vets about the place, but my work catego ry was In the 

professional status so that there was a shorter waiting pe riod. One of 

the Interviewers told me that they could use more social workers there, 

but I didn't enquire about the details. I talked It ove r with Yurlko 

when I came home and she thought that I should continue wi th my sohool 

plans. She guessed correctly that my real motive In wanting  to work was 

because of economic reasons, "and I don't want you In the future to say 

that your career was stopped because of marriage. 11 She Is more optimistic 
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about there being plenty of Jobs a year from now than I am , 

Yurlko got a letter from an uncle In Japan through Kazuo , and I 

got a more Intimate picture of the "Japs," and realize aga in that they 

were human beings too. Her uncle spoke of hard living condi tions there 

but said that It was better under the occupation than  during the war. 

A lot of Yurlko*s relatives have lost their property an d they are "just 

existing," Yurlko f s mother sends them salt and old clothing because 

everything Is so scarce In Japan now. In the letter, he r uncle told 

about all of her relatives and this was the first word th at Yurlko has 

heard of them for five years. She said that many of her cousins were 

married and had children and some of them were killed In th e war. Her 

uncle concluded that Japan might go democratic, but "we wi ll have to 

suffer but bright days will come." One of her musician u ncles opened 

up a "sushi" restaurant In the country because there wa s not much of a 

living for artists. I told Yurlko that I developed a terrif ic dislike 

of the Japanese and this was Intensified by the war, b ut she said that 

her hatred was for war beoause she didn't think that an y of the ordinary 

people gained by It no matter In what country they lived . However, she 

objeots to the Nisei tendency to seek refuge and escape by pl unging Into 

projects to "democratlolze Japan" just as much as I do b ecause she does 

not think that It Is a realistic approach and her personal o pinion Is 

that she Is an American so that It Is no use to stress racia l ancestry 

as that only heightens racial antagonisms here—"where m ost of us will 

live for the rest of our lives." She Is so sensible about th ese things. 

Despite my greater academlo eduoatlon, I still look at Jap anese poli-

tically Instead of as people and that Is as bad as being "r acially 

oonsolous," a tendenoy I dislike about Nisei olrcles. 
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Today was a sort of lazy day and I remained In bed most of the time 

keeping Yurlko company In her Illness. It was brief and she was feeling 

much better today although her cough persists. We played g in rummy and 

I took advantage of her weakened condition to beat her ba dly and run up 

a long list of wins. We plan to keep the score for a whole ye ar before 

paying off. When Yurlko Is In good health, It Is hard for m e to beat her 

Rhoda came to visit us for the first time since her return fro m 

Detroit and she spent most of her time looking around f or things which 

she could take with her. She really griped me because she even looked 

in the cupboards. She thought that she waB all set to mo ve Into an 

apartment with another girl, but the plan did not materia lize. Now she 

is staying at the Y and she sews most of the day over at  Lamar's. She 

cooks for him and his roommate. Ethel has some friends fr om Bennington 

College remaining at her apartment so that Rhoda had to m ove out. I 

suspect that she blames Yurlko and I for her present housi ng difficulties 

but it was the best way out. She still would like to be de pendent upon 

Yurlko, but I won't let Yurlko get caught up In this unde sirable situ-

ation again. Rhoda has no idea of what she Is going to do n ext. Her 

relatives moved baok to California, and Rhoda Is hopeful that Lamar will 

marry her yet although the situation remains in the indefin ite stages yet 

He is too busy with his economic progress to take on any a dditional 

responsibilities now. Ethel didn't want to get involve d In the situation 

so that she is no longer planning to take Rhoda in as a roo mmate even 

though her friends go back to Bennington soon. It was so ob vious that 

Rhoda Just came over to visit in order to get brown sugar a nd some other 

things that I was in a most Irritable mood and hardly spoke to her. As 

soon as Yurlko can give her her sheets, we will be rid o f her and that 

is the best for all concerned. I just don't like the way in which Rhoda 
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has taken advantage of Yurlko. Yurlko supported Rhoda to t he extent of 

over $600 last year when she could 111 afford to do such a  thing, but 

Rhoda certainly doesn't seem to be very grateful for It. In her case, 

marriage would be a partial solution to her mixed up perso nality. Zt 

Is a good thing that she has relatives upon whom she c an call for money 

because she just hasn't been able to make a go of It since coming to 

NYC three years ago. It Is sad in a way because no person ev er realizes 

that he doesn't have the ability to compete In a field of h is choice and 

he goes on year after year blaming other factors. Rhoda j ust isn't a 

dancer, and that seems to be the main reason vfhy she has not  been able 

to make the grade* Maybe she should try to get into movie stag e show 

chorus instead of the legitimate stage in order to re coup her financial 

position. She may take a secretarial job after she finishe s her sewing 

Job. 

Sue also came to visit Yurlko. She oame as an emissary from the 

studio. Sue Is a cute girl, very much social and politica lly conscious. 

She is planning to give up her dancing career for a diffe rent reason. 

Sue finds that dancing does not give her the mental stimulat ion which 

she wants so that she thinks she may go Into social work. She has been 

active in some of the East Side housing movements and othe r social 

welfare activities. We had quite a nice discussion on the p resent 

eoonomlo trends. Sue did not think things were too hopeful with the 

Republican tendency, and she felt that labor was going to t ake tremendous 

setbacks this year. She is very much to the left in her p olitical think-

ing, and she appears to be a most independent individual . She spent a 

couple of years in Mexico. Sue indicated that she would like to dedicate 

her life to some kind of a "cause" and she is one of the few pe ople I 

know who actually does something about it. She deplored the fact that 
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the liberal movement was being split asunder by the "commu nist issue" 

and she thought that this was not the time for such int ra fraticidal 

fights• She has become a very good friend of Yuriko 1s in recent weeks 

and confides a lot of her personal problems in her. I beli eve that she 

went to oollege some place in the midwest. 

January 9. 1947. Thursday 

I went down to the USES this morning to put in a formal a pplica-

tion for a job in order to comply with the readjustment all owance 

eligibility. The interviewer told me that there were n ot too many 

available jobs: "As one vet to another, I'd advise you to take it easy 

for a while and draw the compensation because most of th e job offers 

coming in do not pay much«* He asked what would be the minimum salary 

I would accept and I put down $50 even though I had never earned that 

much in a regular job* That is the way the army sojourn has spoiled me. 

I suppose that I could be considered one of the vets who ha s gone to the 

dogs, not willing to work, too lazy, feels that the gove rnment owes him 

a living. I rationalize that I am just waiting to get into  school and 

I oan busy myself constructively finishing the work abou t the apartment 

and getting used to married life. 

I went up to the Veterans Administration to apply for my  letter of 

eligibility to go to school, and while I was waiting around for four 

hours for an interview, I hiad plenty of time to think ab out what was 

going to happen to the hundreds of vets who swarmed about  the building. 

Most of them seemed to be unemployed, and I don't know what their atti-

tudes will be like when the benefits run out. There must be a t least a 

million of them drawing the readjustment allowance. We ar e supposedly 

in the midst of a full employment boom, but something is radically wrong 

when so many citizens are still out of work. It could be a  dangerous 
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symptom arid when too many oltlzens live in a world of frust ration and 

emptiness, it gives impetus to fascist trends, A lot of t he 01*8 I saw 

at the VA oould easily become foils for some American Fue hrers. It 

wouldn't take muoh to convince them that all of the econom ic troubles 

stem from the lack of racial "purity" and that it is the fau lt of Jews 

and Negroes if a depression develops. It made me shiver involuntarily 

when I thought of it* A rootless and functlonless vet would be in the 

mood to listen to any crackpot* We have American«style f ascism already, 

and it could easily outdo the European variety if condit ions got bad 

enough* The big corporations and military would do anythi ng to keep in 

power and we have more of this evil than any other count ry in the world 

ever had. As I sat there, I thought that I oould never suppor t another 

war even though it benefited me to be in the army. It is to o dangerous 

for the future of democracy. That's what disgusts me to read about the 

ilfiltration of our government with so many military me n and repres-

entatives of corporations as they are much more dangerous t han the 

"communists" the press rants about so muoh these days. 

Yurlko got up and went to rehearsal and her oold is well  under 

control now. I worked on another bookcase in the study. Wh en Yurlko 

came home, everything was cheerful and I forgot about my de pressing 

thoughts this afternoon* If everyone had a panacea like he r, Life 

would be so wonderful. Yurlko told me more about the tour p lans and 

emphasized how difficult it would be to be separated for s ix weeks* She 

said that she didn't know how she would take it yet, but I'm sure that 

proper adjustments will come and there is no danger that it will inter-

fere with our marital venture excessively. But I do know t hat I will 

miss her tremendously. However, there is no regrets th at I married a 

dancer. I think we both gained by our matrimonial alliance . 
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I painted my new bookcase today, and after listening to t he compli-

ments on my carpentry talents by Yuriko, I concluded tha t I should promote 

myself Into the amateur carpenter olass now as my apprentic eship has been 

properly served. I surprise myself when things I build t urn out so well. 

It must be love. It is a tactical problem to build anythin g for this 

apartment as the floor slants and I have to build things cr ooked in 

order to make them look straight in this home  I 

Most of the afternoon I occupied myself by doing laundry a nd thereby 

taking business away from Harry the Chinese laundryman • I concluded that 

I had sufficient experience from camp and the army to be abl e to attend 

to this task so I worked diligently upon It for several ho urs* It was 

strenuous work. When Yuriko came home, she was so surpri sed. She 

rewarded me by making love to me between her preparations  for dinner. 

Yuriko was touched because I loved her enough to do the h ome laundry 

and that it did not lessen my pride. But she didn't have t o go to the 

studio and tell her friends of what I had done. A special di nner was 

prepared for me because I worked so hard. It looked deli cious, but some-

thing went wrong. Yuriko had creamed the string beans with a heavy 

oanned milk which we had used earlier in the week and it  was much too 

•weet. I ate the stuff bravely, but I got a stomach ach e. Yuriko was 

so sad that her speolal meal had turned out so badly) It really wasn't 

her fault* She said that as an alternative reward she woul d treat me 

to the movies. So she gave me my #5.00 "allowance 11 and said "let's go 

over to see if Ethel and Paul would like to come along." So we got a 

quart of icecream and went over there for dessert. 

We met Ethel's friend from Bennington College over the re. That 

college has a progressive system whereby the students work  for three 

months during the winter as a part of their education. T he girl 
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appeared to be very nice, thinks that movies recommen ded by Cue mag are 

the best, the modern college girl type. Another girl we me t there was 

Mary Khaun, a Chinese girl. She was going back to China ne xt week. 

"I've been away from home for 8 years and It 1s time I went back to 

visit the f o l k s S h e was worried that her Chinese dress would b e too 

"dated. n The girl comes from a rich Chinese family, not too Intere st-

ing, thinks that movies like "it's a wonderful life" a re typical of 

American life, very conservative, a Chiang Kal Chek suppo rter. 

Paul, Ethel, Yurlko and I went to see the French film of the war, 

"Jericho." It has been proclaimed as one of the best pictu res of the 

war, but the nationalism It stressed made my stomach cur dle. (Maybe 

It was still the effects of the sour beans, I don't know.) Artistically, 

It was a good film, and at least it did portray German so ldiers as 

something less than bestial supermen. It extolled the i dealism of the 

French underground fighting for liberty and democracy, but I kept think-

ing of how the present French government is massacring the I ndo-Chinese 

for wanting these same freedoms. Nationalism and imperiali sm doesn't 

seem to be much of a solution for anything except subject matter for 

commercial movies. But it was nice to be out with Yurlko for a change 

so why should I complain? 

January 12. 1947. Sunday 

Another leisurely and satisfying weekend. Yurlko was hom e much 

more than anticipated. We just puttered around the hou se when she came 

home from the studio yesterday noon, and finally got around  to taking 

down our Christmas tree. She thought that she had to rehears e In the 

evening, but It was unexpectedly called off. The tour no w starts in 

Boston on February 8th according to the latest plans. They may not have 

a NYC opening because of the difficulty in getting a t heater. Yurlko 
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has a big part In "Cave of the Heart" (called Media at th e Columbia XJ. 

commissioned preview last spring). At that time, Yurlk o had very favor-

able reviews from the critics and some dancers thought tha t she had 

stolen the show from Martha Graham, I haven ! t seen her dance with the 

Graham company yet. 

Last night we deolded to spend the evening at home since  Yurlko 

has been rehearsing so muoh and we were not In a mood for going visiting 

or to a show. Yurlko made some delicious fudge, only she  tortured ray 

taste buds for hours with the sweet chocolate smell but wo uldn't let me 

•ample until she was completely satisfied that It would h arden. We used 

the pressure cooker for the first time for dinner and obt ained amazing 

results with the food. Modern conveniences are nice, and  It oertalnly 

does simplify cooking. It only took five minutes to cook the potatoes 

and 16 minutes for the meat loaf. We read the funnies a fter midnight, 

and fell asleep easily because we were both tired. 

This noon, Yurlko got up and oooked a feast for breakfa st—waffles, 

fried potatoes and fried weenies, bacon, eggs, coffee, sli ced oranges. 

I stuffed myself and then staggered back to bed to spend th e usual lazy 

Sunday digesting the week's news In the papers. Yurlko wen t to the 

audition winners recital at the YMHA with some of her fri ends, but she 

was very disappointed with the results. After dinner, she went to the 

studio and rehearsed until litC-0 p.m. She Just got hom e a few minutes 

ago. I feel guilty for having such a lazy day while she  had to exert 

so much energy. All I did was lay In bed, read papers, lis ten to the 

radio, eat her fudge. A little while ago, I got a guilty conscience so 

I went out to the kitchen and washed the dinner dishes. Sun day Is my 

day of rest, and I really do enjoy It. I don't even like to s tir out 

of the house. I don't dress at all, nor shave. It should n't be such 
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a novelty to me, but I get the contented feeling of being in xny own 

home. I wish that Yuriko could spend more Sundays with m e, but her 

schedule is unpredictable and she may be busier than ever in rehearsals 

until the tour starts. She has to get her picture taken next week by 

Mademoiselle to accompany an article about her as an "ou tstanding young 

artist." 
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This morning I went over to the lumber ahop to get some wood 

for building the closet, and was amazed at the prices charg ed—if 

you can get anything at all. While talking to the owner, h e men-

tioned that he had been in the service and how glad that h e was 

st111 in business because of the bad economic condition s these 

days for vets. He began to sympathize with me and mentio ned that 

I must be having a tough time getting a job, etc. The first t hing 

I knew he was offering me some lumber at half prices "Always g lad 

to help a vet". I wish that everyone had this sort of an atti tude! 

Instead of the closet costing me $27.00, I will build it fo r about 

$4 ¡.00. That is quite a savings. I had a tough problem fig uring it 

out, but I managed to complete a satisfactory closet af ter about 14 

hours of diligent work. Yurlko complains that I get so wrap ped up 

in my project that when she comes dashing home for meals a nd just 

to see me, I practically ignore her! That is not the case bec ause 

I time the passage of the day with her comings and going a nd when 

she is a bit late, I am very conscious hf her absense. 

Building things about the apartment keeps me occupied and  it 

is an interesting pastime to make something out of noth ing. Slowly 

we are getting our place in shape; it takes so much time a nd there 

is always new little things to do. It seems to be an endle ss process 

but I am not bored with it because I want the apartment to l ook 

nicely for Yurlko's sake. She doesn f t have much time to work about 

the house because she is busy dashing back and forth to th e studio, 

but she does as much as possible every time she gets a c hance. She 

feels badly because she is not able to do more. Yurlko tel ls her 

friends at the studio all about the work I am doing so t hey get a 

day by day report, and the are getting very curious to se e what It 

all looks like. One of these days we plan to have an open hou se. 
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Yurlko*s schedule is so indefinite that it is difficult to p lan 

anything ahead. I haven't had muoh of an inclination to go out; I 

feel selfish because I just want to stay home with Yurlk o when she 

is not  rehears  ing—very rarely now. She has to be there mornings 

and evenings. Starting from next week, she will get paid f or 

rehearsals• 

Lately Yurlko has been getting more conscious of our soar ing 

living coats so that she has gone systematically about keep ing some 

genral control over expenditures so that we will not go  in the 

hole. As soon as I start drawing the 52-20, some of the econ omlo 

tension will be lifted. I don't like to see her spending a ll of 

her money supporting me. It has taken quite a bit to set u p 

housekeeping, but we have done remarkably well in cutting corners 

here and there. Yurlko has become a very good shopper so that 

actually we eat much better than before and at a lower cost . We 

decided this evening that we would try to maintain ourselv es on a 

monthly budget of $200, and I think that it is very pos sible. It 

makes living so pleasurable when planned with an intellige nt and 

pretty companionI 

As this was one of the rare evenings free for ̂ urlko, we 

went over to the Hostel to visit her folks and pick up so me of our 

cleaning things. It is a good thing that Mr. M. has a cle aning shop 

as a sideline because our bill would have been $30*00 for all the 

things we sent. Yuriko told them that they "opened up Just  at the 

right time." The wholesale price for that cleaning was $10 .00, fcut 

the M8s refused to accept anything. Yurlko's mother like s to help 

us, and she now believes that her daughter made a good marria ge 

and that she no longer has any reservations! It is surpri sing our 

rapidly she has accepted the marriage because she was n ot In very 
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of It four months ago. Now she tells YArlko that the choi ce was 

good, and she always does little things to give us ahelpln g hand« 

Psychologically, Mrs. M» is settled and this has changed h er 

whole personality so that she is a busy and happy individ ual now. 

The hostel was just the place for her. She is busy supe rvising, and 

she does all the shopping for the food. Apparently she h as made 

friends with the A and P butcher because he is always savin g her 

choice meats. Mrs. M insisted upon giving up a fat chi cken to 

bring home with us. Her generosity Is more than superficia l because 

the last few times we have been over there, we have notice d that 

Mrs M is busy buying things to send to relatives in Japan —mostly 

food items» Since she would not accept payment for the cl eaning, 

Yurlko suggest that we buy some canned meats and give them  to her 

so that she can send them to relatives inthe old countr y» Mrs. M 

doesn't have the time to shop around for all of these lit tle tilings. 

A clearcut indication of her attitude towards us now was in 

her telling Yurlko about a conversation she had with the Ki bei 

assistant manager there and his fiancee» I don't talk  much with 

Mrs. M because of the language difficulty so Yurlko tell s me 

afterwards. She said that her mother.was defending marr iage In her 

discussion with the kibei boy» It seems thatthls boy and his fiancee 

are getting very frustrated because economically they thi nk It is too 

much of a risk. Due to this feeling, they have become a bit disillu-

sioned about marriage in general, and about the lnadv isabllity of 

mixing a career with it In particular. T v ey made comments to Mrs* M 

that a career and marriage could not mix, so she took issue with 

them and said it was an individual matter. She used prac tically 

the same arguments which Yurlko gave her four months ago whe n we 

tried to convince her that a mistake was not being aadei 
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Mr. M, also offers us generous help—like the cleaning a nd 

dyeing. He bought a typewriter from a Nisei girl for #7 0 "in order 

to help her out" and as soon as he makes out his Income ta x returns 

he said that I could use the machine indefinitely! He  doesnit type 

much at all and he only bought the machine because he though t that 

I could use iti It is quite a relief to Yuriko that her pare nt» 

are financially solvent because it is less of a burden on us. So 

many Nisei have the additional responsibility for aged pa rents 

these days. We are fortunate In this respect because the M 's are 

doing much better than we arel Yuriko says that her mothe r is 

so haopy when we go over there. She just putters around a nd trys 

to find something to give us. She gave Yuriko a coffee cont ainer 

so that she could take hot soup to rehearsals and keep w arm. The 

atmosphere over there has been eased considerably for us because 

of the ping pong table. We like to play and it is a good oppo rtunity. 

Mr. M suggests that if I get bored with leafing, I could take care 

of the counter In his cleaning shop, and "learn Spanish an d make 

social studies." I may do it after Yuriko goes on tour If I g et 

the apartment in good shape; it may be an interesting ex perience. 

14 January 1947. Tuesday. 

Four months of marital bliss today, and Yuriko was so 

sentimental and romantic that I fell In love with her all o ver. 

I even interupted my carpentry work In order to smoooh w ith her 

on this special occasionI We had a couple of drinks befor e dinner, 

and it made us act silly. We were dancing around In the kit chen 

while the chicken was being steamed violently In the pr essure 

cooker. Yuriko made a very  spec 11.1  dinner and we feasted to our 

hearts content. Everything was so tasty. Lately we have be en 
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learning a bit about Italian foods and adding new things t o our 

diet. This evening we had Italian lettuce salad and fre sh olives. 

Yurlko had a very busy day because she had to get some 

pictures taken by Mademoiselle Magazine, and we overslep t so she 

had to make a mad dash for it. There will be an article abo ut her 

and four other successful Nisei in the art field in the Ap ril edition 

of the aagazine. The rest of the day, Yuriko taught and re hearsed. 

She wasn't home until after midnight so I got worried and I started 

to look for her as she was not in the studio. A n sorts of fe ars 

went through my dumb head. I thought maybe she slipped and fell or 

something. It was a grest relief to finnaly see her com ing down 

the street. She said that the group went over to Don's after re-

hearsal to discuss about her choreographing a new dance. It Is so 

Inconvenient not having a phone. Yuriko said that she kep t telling 

^ her friends that she had to get home or I would worry, and they 

Just teased her that she has lost her independence. "But  I feel 

freerer and happier than I every did in ray life," Yuriko d efiantly 

remarks, "and you Just don't know how it is because you  aren't 

marriedt" So I rewarded her with a big kiss and felt very l Acky 

and no longer irritated and worried because I had walk ed around In 

the drizzle looking for hert I think we will miss each othe r a 

lot when she goes on tour. She said today that she may be out of 

town Just two weeks and then come back for a NYC opening. I t all 

depends upon the Hurok Management and plans are still ind efinite for 

the tour itinerary« 

This evening I went to the AVC community meeting on housing 

in the Judson Memorial Hall near Washington Square. T here were 

about 200 interested people present. I slept through the first 

speech because the drinks I had earlier in the evening ma de me 

drowsy. But after I became alert enough, I discovered that the 
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discussion was most stimulating and there were some ve ry fine 

speakers present* They presented the housing crises i n a forceful 

manner and urged that we take action as civilians* The AVC chapter 

is pla ning to put up voting gooths all over the city on Lincoln* 

birthday in order to let the public "vote* and petition to Congress 

that rent controls must not come off* The-Greenwich AVC chapter 

seems to be active and alive to public problems so 1 indic ated a 

desire to join the chapter on the cards passed out* 

Several of the speakers were prominent in public life, an d 

It looks like there might be a chance on keeping rent con trols if 

the public Is aroused enough* Public acylon did not save OPA or 

pass the E*EPC bill, but it did put enough pressure on ©8 figress to 

oust Bilbo* The real estate boys are marching on Congress to take 

rent controls off so that they can make more profit. With such an 

acute housing crises existing, the real estate companies are still 

able to get priorities for building commercial skyscrap ers, honky-

tonks, and poolhalls which are more profitable. It doesn't look 

too hopeful with a Republican congress committed to private 

enterprise, but the voters may have something to say about the 

rent controls if they can get organized* The real estate c ompanies 

lamely state that the present housing shortage is a nat urally 

result of the drepression and war, and if controls were li fted 

more housing would be build* Assemblyman John Lamula, a repu blican, 

made a strong speech at the meeting and he was outstandingl y liberal 

In his views* He has introduced a rent control bill in t he state 

assembly and he asked that the voters force Dewey to act up en It 

instead of spending all the tax money on highways. He point ed out 

that the reaction movement was very strong these days and everything 

was called communistic and "red" if it endangered profit s. He 

commented that the real estate outfits were making more pro fits 
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right now than every before in history, and he felt that Fa scism was 

rearing its ugly head» Lamula concluded that the reaction ary force 

was all tied In together and that the issue was §;arger than housing 

and discrimination in living places. Elizabeth Sifton, the chief 

edltorall writer of the HY Post, and Robert Wagner Jr, the City 

Commissioner of Building and Housing, said similar thing s. Wagner, 

particularly, was effective in his commentst "bills call ed communistic 

today become the accepted law of tomorrow. 11 He called on the 

sudience to sign the prtltion to Congress for passage of th e Wagner-

Ellender-Taft housing relief bill, I don't know how Taf t got in on 

anything so liberal as this bill as he is not known for h is progres-

sive  Ideas I  One ex-vet got up and yelled that enough talking had 

been done, and he -qas for rounding up a lot of vets and mar c ing into 

vacant buildings and taking them over. The chairman of  the meeting 

quietly responded that the AVC was committed to action as  citizens 

first, and that they still believed in the power of democ ratic 

action without force of that sort. Sometimes, I wonder if  public 

discussion is enough. 

15 January 1947. Wednesday, 

My back ached exceedingly today so I was not too active in 

construction work, I did build a coffee table though—took an old 

rectangular mirror and a broken down camp chair and with  the addition 

of a few pieces of wood I put It together into a finished p roduct, 

Yurlko was so pleased with it and she said that it looke d so moder-

nistic that the idea should be sent to the magazine "Bette r Home 

and Gardens. 11 That was quite complimentary, but It felt like I 

had achieved somet ing worthy today. I have plenty of ti me to think 

up things to build, only it is so hard to get lumber. I went looking 

around this morning and I got quite a tour of the tillage in the 
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process. We live in such an Interesting neighborhood. T here are so 

many outdoor vegetable and fruit stands around here« I couldn't 

resist going In to shop at some despite my other mission so that I 

could Joyfully announce to Yurlko that I got some good barga in» The 

reason why the vegetables are much cheaper down lr this neig hborhood 

Is that many Italian farmers In Long Island bring their pr oduce 

directly to their relative's stand here so that the middl eman costs 

are cut out and the consumer benefits. We have been tryi ng out 

some strange vegetables recently—which comes from Italy.  The shop-

keepers are very accomodating about telling us how to prep are the 

things. They all seem attracted to Yurlko, and I notice t hat when 

she shops she gets a little more than I would If I went. The 

Influence of Sex, no doubt! I guess I sort of forgot my prima ry 

mission of looking for lumber because I just wandered ar ound looking 

at the neighborhood Instead. It made me disgusted to see white 

shirts for sale at $6.00 each. This district Is like a city  In Itself. 

Lots of children—some of them very mlschlvlous because  they carry 

matches and light papers which they throw behind doors and gleefully 

fun away when they are caught. Pre-school boys at that. So me of 

them go into the fruit stands and steal apples and then r un, calling 

the old Italian men foul names as they scamper away. Th e little 

brats are ripening themselves to being the Juvenile delinq uents of 

tomorrow. A broken down old lade with stained teeth and s tinking 

clothes tried to decoy me Into an alleyway In order to pr oposition 

me for fifty cents! "Special price for United States So ldiers,• she 

says very patriotically. Garlic smells all over the place ; lots of 

old unemployed men sitting around; little sweatshop factories here 

and there. I felt guilty for having such a free and »asy life right 

not while other people were at honest jobs. Yurlko and I ha ve decided 

that since we plan to live In this neighborhood for some t ime, we 
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will try to patronize as many of the local shops as we can If they 

are good ones. We want to be a part of this community as It gi ves one 

a feeling of "belonging." It seems to me that there are t oo many 

lost and uprooted souls in New York City, and I don't mean Just 

Nisei. When I walk by a saloon in early morning and see s ad looking 

men drinking solitarily, I feel so sorry for them becaus e they have 

really mlss ed sometlng in life. Yurlko Is Insurance that I won't 

ever be such a lost souloas she represents  sometH.  ng to work for. 

Kltuchl family life goes on according to the contrunlcatl on 

from Mariko. I'd rather read her letters than listen to he r Jangling 

talk} she mentions that she gives the family $40 a month n ow so I 

forgive her for "stealing my radio." I Just as mot in the pos ition 

to help Mom now, and the money left in the bank for her will ha ve to 

do until I am in a better position upon completing sch ool. 

INSERT 

January 8, 1947 

Dearest Yurlko and Chass 

So sorry to keep you folks waiting so long to thank you for the lovely 

nylons, but better late than never, so they say, so here a re my thanks! 

Geo. and I have been ill since Christmas, and altho we ar e finally 

on the road to reoovery we still aren't completely over our respective 

colds. I had the Flu for about 10 days, and Geo. had a touch o f it 

too. This New Year's eve was the quietest we have ever sp ent - we 

both felt so miserable that we went to bed around 9 p.m. and spent 

most of the next day in bed. We had to get up to go down to the south 

side, as we had promised Mom several days previously tha t we would 

be over, and there was no way to get in touch with her, so we had to 

go, since she had gone to quite a bit of trouble to fix a New Y ear's 

Dav spread. Everything was delicious, but we < 
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our stomachs were so upset. We felt a lot better after we  had some-

thing to eat though, so we decided to drop over to Ben Vo ss f sj Yoshi 

Hjtano and Yuke Mlnaga (who had dropped In at the Kikuchi' s) decided 

to come with us. We spent the rest of the evening there, and then 

came home • 

We were Invited to a Christmas Eve party by Betty and Bruce Y antls, 

on the North side, and spent an enjoyable evening there. T he next 

day we went down t visit the family, and enjoyed a simpl y delicious 

Turkey dinner that Mom cooked. It was Just wonderful! They h ad 

decorated a tree with trimmings and limits (something new has been 

addedI) with their gifts displayed under it, and the firep lace was 

fixed up very nicely too. The kids received many lovely gif ts, and 

everyone was in a festive mood, so It was all quite nice. We did n
f t 

have a tree this year; we figured that since we weren't goin g to be 

home Xmas Eve or Xmas day, there wasn't much point in get ting one. 

Besides, we haven't been having many visitors for the p ast few months, 

as Geo. has to have absolute quiet when he is studying, whi ch is 

every evening when he isn't at school and weekends. We wer e invited 

to a party last Saturday evening and to another this comin g Saturday, 

which we will attend, but after that we will have to hibern ate, as 

Geo. will have to cram for his exams which are coming up s oon. 

How are you folks coming along with the new apartment? Ha ve you 

done much painting, Charley? Are you planning to get any new furniture? 

What about your heating system? Is it adequate in this cold weather? 

Is you girl-friend still with you folks, Yuri? *hen are y ou entering 
are 

school, Chas? When/you starting you tour, Yuriko, and what  Is your 

itinerary? Will you come to Chicago? Will you go to San Fr ancisco, 

Seattle, Los Angeles? So many questions, but we all want to know, 

so please answer every one of them when you  write I  You must be very 

busy, both of you, but please squeeze a little time in you c rammed 
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days and drop us a line now and then. 

Eml is visiting Alice and Mark in Detroit - she got thr ee weeks 

vacation, so she spent Christmas with the family and left t he following 

Monday, so she chould spend New Year's eve. with them.  Alice and 

Mark phoned us on Christmas Day to give us their greetings and to thank 

us for the coat I made for Ricky (I made a coat Just like Mar k's for 

Ricky, out of a pair of Oeo's worn out gabardine slacks. I t cama 

out heartlfully, if I do say so!). Jack wrote us the ot her day to 

thank us for our gift and to tell us that Dolores is now actin g 

supervisor and teaching classes - isn't that swell? He s aid that 

they both are looking forward to meeting you, ̂ urlko, w hen you go on 

tour. Jack is Just winding up his Job with the Post Office, and will 

go back to school soon. Perhaps he is back at Stanford a lready. 

Mora slipped and fell flat on her back as she was running f or the 

streetcar one morning, a couple of days before New Year s Day, and 

she was complaining of a sore back the day we went down th ere. We have 

been after her to quit working for the winter months, but sh e says 

that what I give her and what Bette contributes Isn't enu ff to tide 

them over, now that they aren't getting anything from you. When we 

mentioned Jack's fund, »he declared that she wasn't going i nto it, 

as she has a great feeling of insecurity about the futu re, and wants 

to have that to- rely on. I am contributing more than one-fo urth my 

salary every month ($40.00) to her, and would like to c ontribute more, 

but under the circumstances am unable to, as half my sal ary goes to 

living expenses and the rest I have to have for my personal expenses, 

such as carfare, lunch money, cosmetics, clothes, etc. Geo 's Dad 

stopped working several months ago, and now he Is send ing his folks 

money regularly, as well as loaning his brother sums of mo ney, as he 

has been out of work and only started working recently . His school 

expenses run up quite a bit too, and since he Is only making a few 

dollars more t an I am, he isn't much better off* I Qja T t ^ 
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everythlngs by halves - and the arrangement has so far worke d out 

pretty well» When he gets thru with his course he is hoping t o 

change jobs, as his present job Is more or less dead-end , with not 

much poospect of a raise In salary In the near future In si ght• We 

feel that In a year or two the problem of our respective fami lies will 

be greatly eased, as Emi will be out of school by then, wil l 

have a much better Job (we hopel), Tom and Mlyako will pr obably be 

abe to get summer Jobs, and then we can start thinking ab out raising 

a family. *ell f  all this Is probably very boring to you Yuriko, but 

we all have a habit of discussing family affairs amongs t ourselves, 

and it 1s hard to get out of the habit. Of course we all realize, 

Charley, that you aren't in any position at the present time to do 

anything about the mattei-, and we don't expect you to, but I just 

thought you'd be Interested. 

I Just phoned Betle a few minutes ago, and she said to te ll you 

that there isn't much news from their quarters. She say s that she is 

ashamed to say that she doesn't write oftener, but she is so t ired 

after getting home from work and helping with dinner an d doing her 

personal tasks that she Just doesn't seem to get around  to answering 

her correspondence. 

Have you folks gotten round to getting the wedding pict ures 

printed? Mom is anxious to get them (so she can take them d own to 

work and brag about you Yurlki, I th ink I) and we's all l ike to get 

copies too. If you will send us the negatives after you get thru with 

them we can get Bob to print ours for us when he has ti me, and then 

I'll return the negatives to you. We'd also like to have a portrait 

of you two, too. As soon as I get completely over my co ld, I want 

to get down to Bob's to work on that batch of family phot os that he 

took, so we can mall them to you. 

I'm sorry that you have to wait so long for your wedding g ift, but 

bos8 ordered it (the steam iron) from one of the firms we d o 
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business with, and they clalrr that they haven f t come In yet, but 

should get them In the near future. If I had known It was  going to 

take this long, I would have sent you the one we have, b ut at that 

time I thought that yours would be delivered within a co uple of weeks. 

Let's hope it will come soon! 

Will close now, hoping you'll write when you have time.. .. 

Love 
(signed) Marlko 

16 January 1947. Thursday 

Gee whiz, I picked on darling Yuriko this evening when sh e came 

dashing home for dinner before going back to rehearsal!  But she 

forg.* ve me. I was looking for the negatives of the weddin g pictures 

and I couldn't find them anyplace. I looked in all the d rawers and 

spent an hour in fruitless searching. All in vain. I got quit e 

worried about it, and concluded that they had been los t. When 

Yuriko came In, I asked her right away before saying an ything else 

where she had put them. "Now let me think." She said that she could 

not remember so I was sure they were lost. All through din ner she 

kept quiet, thinking about where she had put them. And she  suddenly 

remembered. Then she said that I had confused her by be ing so insis-

tent and that she really had been too busy with rehearsals  to put 

anything away, this very defensively. Then  1  responded, defensively, 

that she could put little things way and that I didn't exp ect her to 

do a lot of work here. After we got that out, we spent the r est of 

the time making up. Gosh, we almost had our first argumen t! Good 

thinp- that Yuriko had such a good disposition because she  could have 

gotten Irritated. I shall have to avoid •picking 0 on her hereafter 

about unnecessary items because It would be terrible if sh e go t angry 

with me, and refused to talk or maybe go over to her mot her's! I was 

worried that she would be aore at me, but little things do not throw 

her that easily, She even reassured me that she loved m e very much 
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going Into Jbhe fifth month of our marriage so that I reve rted back Into 

my state of happiness* 

This morning I went down to the social security office to  sign for 

my first 01 cheok, It will be delayed one week because one of the 

forms was not correct. The interviewer acted as if it w ere my fault— 

he must have been a former officer because he certainly di d act bossy. 

After the papers were straightened out, he made a fri endly gesture 

and said that he knew many Nisei over in the Islands, The young man 

in line just before me was drawing his last check, and he co mmented, 

"Let the press think that we are bums for drawing the che ck for 52 

weeks, but I don't regret it, I'm willing to go out and hu stle for 

a Job now, and I don't think that I got lazy. It was a good thin g, 

and little enough for the beating I took over in the ET  CO,  If 

civilians went throughthe hell of having shells and bullet s fly by 

them day after day for four months like I did, and if they had  to 

sweat out two years in the army in Europe, they would th ink that $20 

a week was too cheap. Now I'll go out and hustle for a Job, I f you 

are smart you would draw that check for a whole year too," Apparently, 

many former 01's have the same philosophy because there wa s quite a 

mob down in that office, I don't have to do any Justif ying to myself 

because I don't have any guilty feelings about belonging  to the 52-20 

olub for a while. 

After I left the Social Security Office, I wandered down  Q»al 

street for about an hour and saw some more of NYC, That's why I 

didn't get much work done about the apartment today, Just puttered 

around here and there. There is so much to this city th at it takes 

months to see all of the interesting districts. Many pe ople feel 

that NYC is muoh too big, but 8 million others must like i t fine 

enough to live here—unless they are trapped by economi c circumstances, 

I'm sure that this Includes many of the dwellers of the ten ement district 

I «aw this mornincc« 
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I don't kn ow If It is Illness or Just tiredness, but I didn 't feel 

too well today and I spent the whole day relaxing In bed. Maybe I was 

Just plain lazy as I spent the time reading. My throat wa s Irritable 

and I thought that I was catching a cold. Yurlko took no  chances and 

ordered me to sleep and rest the entire day. She thought t hat I was wok 

working to hard about the house. She gave mu suoh tender care that It 

felt good, until she got firm and insisted that I eat only  liquids for 

meals I  Then she felt so ry for me because she brought out a birthd ay 

gift, a very expensive pair of wool lined slippers and t old me to wear 

them when I had to get out of bed. She is so considerate  all of the 

time. Yurlko rushed home between the rehearsal periods to s ee how I 

was coming along, and I felt guilty because I was really n ot ill* She 

must have baught on that I wan ted her to lavish her att ention upon me 

because she was going to make me get up and do the dish ed but she 

relented at the last minute and excused me from this task . She said 

that it was her fault for my Illness beoause I worked do h ard doing 

things for her! Such a remarkable disposition she has because she is 

always affectionate and kind, and she is always doing li ttle things to 

make me happy. I try to reciprocate, but my imagination  is  not as quick 

as her. She says, "Being happily married is a remarkable e xperience 

and I'm glad thut I did ot miss out on i t I t amuses her that her 

parents now feel that she is an adult, and she doesn't object to them 

thinking that they are helping a struggling houng coupl e get started 

as long asthey do not interfere in our lives. So far the arr angement 

has worked very satisfactorily* 

Yurlko is concerned because she has to'spend so much of he r time at 

the studio in rehearsals and she fears that I may get lones ome and 

resent her activity outside of thehousehold. I reassure h er that I 

still feel that I am very lucky to see her as much as I dr . I wouldn't 

think of stepping in the way of her self realizations of her dancing 

capacities. We consider our marriage a cooperative enterpr ise, and I 
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think that both of our personalitles have expanded In rec ent months. 

I told her that our apartment was going to be fixed up nicel y so that 

It could be an altar for our fire of love to glow. Yurlko is so warm 

and passionate and she makes me feel that I am the only o ne In existence. 

She Insists ttu  t  she has to share In the financial support of our 

budget until I get started, but that this would not mean that our 

Interests would be so widely separated that we would be s o widely 

separated, tax* that we would not have anything In common. Wh en she 

comeshome tired, she usually tells me all about what ha s happened 

during the day— down to all the little feuds at her studio. 

This evening Yurlko brought Shirley home for dinner as the  girl 

was having some mental conflicts about her dareer and sh e wen ted to 

talk to 

someone. She told Yurlko that through an misunderstandi ng, 

Martha Graham had concelied her scholarlp and ordered he r never to 

come back. Shirley felt that If she had an Intermediary,  It could all 

be straightened out. She Is from the midwest and an asp iring dancer, 

very well read, and extremely lndlficuallstlc and Intel ligent, Shirley 

did defense work during the war. She felt much better after  spending 

the evening with us, and asked many questions about Yurl ko f s early 

dancing career in Japan. She couldn't understand why Y urlko never 

did like It there because " I think it is so picturesque wea ring 

those kimonos and following that culture." Yurlko said tht she only 

wore a kimono once while in "apan because she went to a prog ressive 

school. It was while in high school that Yurlko went on her tours. 

She showed Shirley many of her publicity pictures taken in t he past* 

She said that her mother did domestic work here In the U. S. and sent 

$20 per month for her support. It was during the depress ion and in 

those days the exchange value was so high th«t the money was enough to 

support four people in iomfort In Japan. Yurlko lived with her private 

dancing teacher, but she said that she always felt a littl e different 

and wanted to come back to America. She had considerable prestige amon g 
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the other students, however, because her mother would s end her gifts 

from America, especially chocolate candy—which got mo uldy. And she 

was always looking for American foods like hotdogs when s he went to 

the Oinza because she was homesick for her friends at t he San Jose 

school which she left in 1929. She gorgot all her English in the 7£ 

years in Japan and had to pick it up again after coming b ack. Now 

she wouldn't mind taking a tour trip there next year so tha t she could 

look up some of her relatives and girlfriends who are now in the 

Japanese movies, but "my permanent residence is 168 Thom pson st. for a 

long time because I hate to move around and I'm ready t o settle down 

in NYC or nearby." Then she asked me if I was homesick to  go "back to 

California", and I answered in the negative. We are living i n an Italian 

district now but it is "back to America" as far as we are c oncerned 

because it represents freedom and all the other things we used to long 

for while confined in camp in Arizona. Just the other day, Yuriko 

remarked, "Gosh, a lot of things have certainly happened s ince those 

dark days of evacuation almost five years ago." I answe red that it was 

a good thing that I didn't know her in Arizona because I p robably would 

have tried to take her out In the desert under the  cactus I  "Oh no, you 

wouldn't have because I was a sensitive timid little Nisei girl then 

and I lived In my own Ivory Tower of dancing." Yuriko has  a well balanced 

sense of humor end she is always making funny little re marks, and her 

feeling of friendliness towards people is so warm that pe ople Just 

gravitate to her immediately. It certainly was a lucky day  for me when 

I was lonesome in a city of 8 million so I picked up the pho ne and 

called her up for the first  time I  She was the realization of my post 

war dreamsl 

This afternoon Mrs. Ohta dropped in to visit and ask if there were 

any things she could furnish the apartment with. By a pe culiar arrange-

ment, we pay $15 a month extra rent to her because she hol ds the lease 

on the place, and the money Is because the place is supp osed to be 
• • • •1 
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"furnished". We have thrown most of the Junk out and Inve sted In getting 

things of our own  .  But we decided that as long as we were paying the 

extra money, we should ask her to get chairs and a few oth er things, Mrs. 

Ohta seemed to be very accomodating and anxious to do thi ngs for us. We 

would have been trilling to pay #50 rent anyway, but It Is  the principle 

of the thlngt She thought that we had done a remarkable Jo b In fixing 

the place up; I hope she doesn't get any fancy Ideas of movi ng InI Her 

son had the place before and he Is In Japan with the arm y now. Her 

daughter lives In the country. Mrs. Ohta visited for abou t an hour and 

she chatted about her family. She is caucaslan, marrie d to an Issel who 

came over to do diplomatic work In Washington 25 years ago and has been 

In this country ever since. Mrs. Ohta said that after they  were 

married they lived In upstate NY for 10 years and she taught her two 

children through the elementary classes herself. Her hus band was with 

the OSS during the war dol g propaganda work, and he was lat er sent to 

Japan and India. Mrs. Ohta appeared to have socialistic leanings, an 

Internationalist at heart. She Is discouraged about the post war world 

and thinks that the nations are more Imperialistic than ever before. 

She particularly condemns England and the U.S. From some of the remarks 

she made, I gathered that her circle consisted of very intelligent, 

liberal minded friends. Despite that, she Is provincial w hen It comes to 

the matter of residential areas. She feels that NYC Is the b est place 

In the country to live and that the rest of the country I s too provincial 

to suit her. "Where else can you meet so many different raci al groups 

and mix with them In a human way?" Maybe she got something there. She 

thinks that It was a good choice for the UN headquarters  to be located 

In this city, ̂because "It may help those International p oliticians to 

realize that different groups can get along when they obs erve the NYC 

melting pot." 
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Today Is my birthday, so Yurlko made me remain in bed and rest. 

She is having such a busy day at the studio, and she nay not b e back 

until midnight. She left orders that I should get in bed and read the 

papers, but I am disobeying her. Yurlko only had about thr ee hours off 

all day long. Th"s afternoon she pushed home and Instead o f resting, 

she busily cleaned the apartment up and dusted off all the shelves. 

Then she presented me with another birthday present, a cop y of Mine 

Okubo's book, "Citizen 13660." She said that this was our f irst birth-

day party and she was sorry that our plans for going out were disrupted. 

Yurlko spent all of her allowance to buy me presents. This evening, she 

had 45 minutes off between rehearsal so she rushed ho me to the dinner 

I prepared and brought a half of an apple pie with her. I blew the 

squat duck candle (jhich "looks like you trying to kiss me ") out and 

wished that we would have a long and happy married life to gether. It 

was the best birthday party I've ever had even if Yurlko c ould not be 

with me all day. She says, "I read In a book once that a wife should 

hold back some of her love so that her husband won't get too sure of 

himself and take the wife for granted, but I won't go by th e books 

because I want to give youerery bit of my love so that you can be just 

as happy as I." I tease her by keeping a copy of Havelo ck Ellis's 

"Psychology of Sex" by the bed and telling her that I need it for quick 

reference in case she feels that my love technique is not  up to par. 

Got a card from the USES asking me to come down monday for an 

interview. It may be for a job prospect as social worker. I asked 

Yurlko what I should do and she said that I had to make up m y own mind 

about what was best for me but that I should not forget t hat it was 

important for me to complete my MA work and that I need not w orry about 

the financial arrangements because we had already work ed out these details 

previously. I don't know Is it will be for a job offer actu ally, but 

I will honestly tell them that I am waiting for admittanc e to school and 

it might be a risk if I took a job only for 6 weeks or so. I should 
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be more enthusiastic about r;oing back to school, but I am not. My only 

purpose is to get that degree, and brush up a bit !m'the p rocess. I 

can f t get excited about do'ng a dull monotonous Job either. I  still feel 

that I want to do something which Is constructive and self  satisfying. 

Before the war, I would have Jumped at almost any Job but I don't fleel 

that way anymore. Maybe it was the army which changed my a ttitudesr-

I hope for the better. In all the time I have been registe red at a 

USES office, this is actually the first time I got a card to come down 

and discuss employment! If there is such a need for soda " 1 workers, 

I wonder why the state of New York <r ntinues to pay this group such' 

miserable wages? While I was up In Buffalo last May, the soc ial workers 

were talking about organixlng to better their rage leve ls In line with 

their professional training. In a way I would like t~go to work now if 

a chance developed, but I may regret It later If I don't ge t my MA so 

I had better stick to my'original plans. The VA sends a not ice saying 

that I am eligible for almost three years of schooling un der government 

auspicious, but I only watt one. 

19 January 1947. Sftnday. 

It Is becoming my weekly habit to spend all day Sunday In bed 

reading»..nice pastime, it is tool It gives me a chance to catch up 

on the news and get irritated about the general state o f  affairs I 

My cold has completely disappeared and I am In good healt h once more. 

Yurlko rehearsed all day long, and several hours In the evening so I 

only saw her briefly today. The tempo of her rehearsals h ave been 

stepped up because the season is soon opening. She says tha t it may 

be only a two weeks tour if theater arrangements can't be m ade. 

When she came home for dinner, we discussed her days activity and 

Yurlko regretted that she could not spend more time at hom e during the 

busy season. She mentioned that "marriage has changed my w hole perso-

nality tho and they say at the studio that my style has cha nged for the 
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better." We both agreed that we have been extremely happy  and satisfied 

with the union, and concluded that no spitirual or phys ical disappointment 

could ever interfere with love. We even bragged to oursel ves that our 

marital life was exceptional, like most happily adjust ed couples must dol 

Then Yuriko said "Someday we shall have a family to share o ur Joy." I 

got alarmed and thought that she was hinting that she was  planning to 

have a child. Yuriko said that she didn't worry about thes e thi gs, 

"aibd although we may not feel that we could afford to ha ve one for a 

long time, I won't regret It If it happens.,.we shall see ." Because of 

her natural optimism, she doesn't worry about the realit ies like I do. 

She rightfully concluded that I was the one "to be scared"  of having a 

family. I guess she is right because I don't feel that we a re ready >et 

due to several "fears", mainly economic, plus a selfish mas culine desire 

of wanting her for myself for a year or so. I t̂ ink that my  attitude 

on this matter is easier now, and I am beginning to assume mo re of Yuriko'S 

attitude. I felt inwardly that she might resent it very mu ch If her 

career were Interfered with by the necessity of childbe arlng, but this 

Is not so strong in her thinking because she dods have a wish f or a 

baby someday. Right now, she has a stronger wish for it than X h ave. 

Maybe I am more cautious because of family background e xperiences which 

brought out clearly to me that children were an economic b urden to parents, 

and the compensation of a happy family unit was not always achieved— 

not during the ohlld's formative years anyway. It seems s trange to be 

thinking of such things now when It was foreign to me six months ago! 

It must be a part of the evolution of marriageI 

20 January 1947. Monday. 

This morning I got up early to go tb the USES to answer the  summon« 

about possible employment. On the bus going downtown I t hought deeply 

about the whole matter of work versus school, and condlud ed that Yuriko*s 

comment that "you may be able to make the money now, but la ter on you 
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may want the degree and find out that it is too late so it m ight be a 

good bet to gamble on the future."was the soundest so I m ade up my mind 

to tell the interviewer of my school plans. Mrs. Spear, t he counsellor, 

said that there was a $3300 year Job aspsychiatric social wo rker open 

at Sampson Hospital under the V. A., and she asked if I were interested 

in it. That is ba$e pay, and with overtime it would come a round #300 
I 

a month. The Vets Admin, pays more than most social agen cies. However, 

my mind was made up, so I told the Interviewer that I had s chool plans and 

it would not be wise to take a job for only a month or so a nd then quit 

because I might be labelled as unreliable and not be given f uture jobs. 

She agreed that I was making the best choice. The catch  in the job was 

that it is out of NYC, and It would mean living away from Yu riko and 

having to keep up the expenses of a double household* It is also on a 

one year contract only. I don 11 think that I will get such a good job 

offer after I finish school, but I am willing to take the chance. I'll 

be more satisfied if I go through with my original plans, b ut it was 

tempting. At least it made me feel good to realize that arm y service 

did open up job opportunities. 

I still have considerable work to do about the apartment b ut I have 

slowed down because I plan to do the floors after Yuriko g oes on tour 

in order to keep the confusion at a minimum. 1*11 have to st art thinking 

about other activities in a couple of weeks too in order to  keep me 

healthily occupied. It may be a chance to do some of that long delayed 

reading that I have been thinking about for many months no w. I should 

start receiving that $20 per week readjustment allowance soon as my 

application was completed last week. It will be a relief to have a more 

or less regular Income coming in as Yuriko has been carry ing the 

largest share of our support up to now—outside of the savin gs we dipped 

Into for our initial start here. We have considered a budget on a 

number of occasions, but we haven't gotten around to it yet. We have 
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a general agreement to try and live wlthlng a $200 monthl y expenditure, 

and we may almost achieve this goal this month* It takes time to work 

these things out aid there are always unexpected expense s coming up to th 

throw us off balance. But It won't achieve any crises pr oportions, and 

we are happy so that Is the Important thing. 



27 January 1937, Monday 
> 

Since last monday I have been 111 In bed with the flu, and  It turned 

out to be a rather nasty session« It was so time consumi ng, and a 

greet added expense—nothing constructive about it at al l« I Just laid 

in bed and suffered« I had not been feeling well for th e previous 

few days, arid last monday I began to have severe pains« O n Tuesday, 

I showed violent symptoms of illness and my fever shot up t o over 102 

degrees and remained that way for several days« I sweate d profusely 

for a couple of days, and alternately had chills. Yuriko was very 

worried about my donditlon because of the high fever a nd she thought 

that I might have pneumonia again so she finally called Doc tor Robleson. 

The poor fat old man had such a p a l l o r o n h i s f a c e e v e r y  time he came 

puffing up the steps and I felt sure that $e would have h eart failure 

or something. The doctor wanted to send me to a hospital i mmediately, 

but I refused because ff felt that I would get better care a t home 

and I didn't care to be confined for another 18 days like th e last time. 

Yurlko was very relieved that my Illness was pronounced as Influenza after 

the doctor had stuck little instruments all over me and pr onounced his 

diagnoses« I thought it was such a waste of money to call a doctor, 

but I suppose that it was the safest thing to do in view of my other 

recent illness« Yurlko reproached me afterwards for ge tting 111 by 

over exposing myself—as if I dellfcerfetely had invited fl u germs into 

my sys  tem. 

However, I couldn't have asked for a better nurse because sh e catered 

to my every whim and saw to it that I diligently took the lit tle green 

and orange sulpha pills regularly« Even when I was sort of d elirious, 

I remember her whlping my brow off with a cold towel lat e at night and 

making me change pajamas when it became soaked with pe rspiration« She 

fed me chicken soup but I didn't mave much appetite for seve ral days. 

She was so tender and concerned about me, and she heglect ed her rehearsals 

in order to look after me  •  When my fever went down, she returned to her 
rehearsals but would come dashing Tiome to cook for  ine.  I certainly 
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was lucky to have such an unselfish and untiring person to ta ke care of me* 

My romantic Impulses were dulled so I could only look at her with loving 

eyes! Yuriko went to the Social Security Office and signed f or my first 

checkv-but it had to be used for medical care. It threw our b udget way 

off line, and when I was able to think about these things It struck me 

Just how prohibitive adequate medical care was for most p eople* And 

yet there are those who battle to death against any kind of socialized # 

health insurance by the government  I 

Most of the week I had miserable generalized pains, and  Yuriko did 

not let up with her serious care of me until I showed signs  of passing 

the crises by "joking a bit»" Then she began to tease me a bout what 

babies men were while ill. She said that every time she cam e home 

from rehearsal, I would be sound asleep but would imme diately begin to 

groan loudly so that "I would come and hold you hand and an xiously ask 

if you were feeling better." She said that she was so worr ied about me 

that she couldn't ignore my pains because "you sounded like you were 

Just about ready to die, and your groaning would get very l oud just to 

make sure I heard it." Yuriko said that she had to stop he r washing 

about five times one day just to come and hold my hand. It i?as nice 

thoughl I thought she wouldn't catch wise but she was t oo smart for me. 

Yuriko said that she was going to charge me nurses wages s ince I 

charged her for painting the apartment! 

By Friday, I felt much better and I didn't have the tig ht pains in 

my chest anymore. My appetite feegan to return and I was able to get 

out of bed for a few irinutes at a time. Over the weekend, I  began to 

get up for meals and some of my strength returned. The doc tor came 

for the last time today and he said that I was well on the ro ad to recovery 

and he advised me to take it easy for a whole week and co ntinue taking 

vitamins pills which he prescribed. I hope that I will n ot have any 

more illness for the rest of the year. I don't know if it is the change 
in weather o™ot, but since leaving 

• California I have caught more colds 



27 January 1947 eont« ^q 
7-1 r 

than ever before. 

Yurlko has been steadily rehearsing and I dcn't see much of her 

again« She evern had to go rehearse yesterday, but she had a few hours 

off In the afternoon so she came home and read the Sunday pa pers with 

me. She will be gong off on tour In a couple more weeks. Sh e was 

so cute this morning because she woke up and said that s he had a dream 

that I was playing around with Mlchiko while she was on tou r, and as 

she thold it she began to scold  me I  I told her that I didn't have that 

dream and that I was innocent so she smothered me with ki sses and 

"made up". Then she made me take vitamin pills to build  up strength 

to "smooch with me." We were reading in the Sunday paper s about the 

possibility of rent controls being raised by the Republi cans  an d that 

upset me considerably. I think that we are paying enough ren t without 

a further 15-20$ Increase of payments—and we certainly can not afford it. 

We will come out in the red in this month's budget because of enexpected 

expenses• 

This housing business has me bothered because of the new developments 

which we learned about *riday night when Mrs. Ohta was h ere. She 

mentioned casua ly that when her son got out of the  ii riny he would need 

a place to live in as he was going back to college, and that was the 

reason why she was saving the place for him. This news asto unded us, 

but we didn't say anything to Mes. Ohta as we did not want to r aise 

any issues. But she never mentioned that she was saving t he place for 

her son before. Since she saw how well the apartment has b een painted 

up, she has been very anxious to put more furniture into it— and we 

want her to take all the junk out. Originally we moved I n with the 

understanding that she wanted permanent tenants because i t was too 

much mother when people kept moving In and out. he apartm ent looked 

like a dump at that time and it wasn't very deslreable. Now t hat it is 

clean and nicely fixed up, she has taken a sudden Interes t In it and 
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wants to prepare us for the fact that her son will move in after he comes 

back from the Army In Japun! When Yurlko told Duggy ab out what Mrs. Ohta 

8aid, Duggy was furious and said that we had to watch out fo r the old lady 

because she would try to pull a trick like that. Duggy advi sed us to Just 

sit tight and not make an issue now, but when the time came t o Just refuse 

to move out. Mrs. Ohta's son may be out of the Army th's sum mer. That is 

what we Intend to do, but we don't like the uncertainty of the whole busi-

ness. It was bad enough paying $15 extra a month Just far the privilege of 

moving In here. The best bet is to cultivate Mr. Ota as he  seemed to be a 

fair minded individual. He didn't have much to say when  he came with his 

wife because she dominated the conversation. We will ha ve to depend upon 

his "Japanese honor i 11 if and when a crises  develops. I  Mrs. Ohta is 

Caucasian and she appears to be quite a shrewed individua l. She had very 

liberal ideas and we are hoping that she practices them i n this cese. I 

certainly didn't put in $200 Improvement in the apartment by painting 

Just to move out in six months! We shall Just hope that i t will automa-

tically smooth out. Maybe her son will reenlist in the army  or something 

like that. It is possible that we may be able to reason wi th him as 

Duggy states that he Is a nice guy. 

Mrs. Ohta is anxious to cultivate us socially, but she is too talkative 

and a bit too patronizing In her attitudes. She tries to impress the 

"young folks" with her more mature mind as if wo don't kno w as much about 

things In general because we haven't lived as long as she ha s. She always 

talks about wanting to help young Nisei out, but I hope that this apart-

ment deal Is not an example of how she performs. She hate s England and 

bollares that the hope of the world lies in the East. This m ay be partly 

a result of her husbands Influence, or it may be due to some sort of 

defense mechanism. Prom what I gather, the parents never  did achieve 

full acceptance in either a caucasian or Japanese socie ty here In NYC, 

and the process didn't get smooth until the son and daught er grew up and 
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made a lot of different friends. So it is very natural for M rs. Ohta to 

project her thinking towards the East and make it the Uto pia. But t 1 is 

is in her thinking alone as she wouldn't budge out of NYC or vicinity. 

She has the distorted idea that the rest of America is too  decayed with 

"rotten social and racial prejudices 1! to suit her fancy, and she is 

strangely ignorant of the Nisei when It comes light down to facts. She 

hints that the Nisei should not have any loyalties but be i nternationalists 

because the American Ideal Is so decadent. I think that X have a bit 

more faith In It than she does. 

Mr. Ohta appears to be quite an Interesting Individual al so, and I 

would like the opportunity to talk to him alone so that he  could speak 

up more.. He is In sort of semi-retluement now from what I ga ther and he 

is helping a friend build a home outside of the city so tha t he only 

comes to town every other weekend. He speaks in broken English, but due 

to the enforced use of it more than the average Issel he h as a much larger 

vocabulary and is easier understood. He mentioned some o f his experiences 

1th the OSS in Japan, and he said that he did not expect to o much from the 

Occupation because the caliber of men In this work was not very good and 

It upset him the! the best Americans were not sent over th ere. He was 

especially critical of the "strutting Nisei interpreters who came off 

the little farms in California, but who now act like c onquerors and 

superiors in Japan." He said that one of the big failures o f the Occupa-

tion was the Army's inability to recognize the fact that nat ive Japanese 

were equal, if not superior, In mental ity and that Demo cracy would not 

be acceptable to them If the Occupation officials consi stently refused to 

accept this fact. Shaces of the WRA attitudes in the gover nment of the 

camps 1  Mr. Ohta laughed at the way In which Americans were patti ng them-

selves on the back now for the quick spread of Democracy i n Japan, implying 

that their superiority was all around, but he did not beli eve a permanent 

policy of this sort would work out In the long run. 
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I felt fine today, a bit woozey, but otherwise in full posses sin of 

my health once irore. The weather this winter has been extre mely mild, 

there has been little real cold weather so far. We  are In  the midst of 

a pre-spring cycle now—about the same as a California wint er. If this 

sort of climate keeps up, I  wo n't  have to war my heavy overcoat at .all 

this winter. It Is a good thing for us because we have a col d flat. Hut 

there are complications to warm weather too because we wi ll need a refrig-

erator as soon as it gets spring—if we can get one. Sinc e we learned 

about our housing status, we feel more Insecure about perma nently settling 

down, le thought that we had the housing problem all sol ved tool Mrs. 

Ohta was over again, determined to get things Into our apar tment. She 

finally came out with the statement that all along she had bee n saving 

this place for her son. Wo don't know when he will be ge tting out of the 

army. Mrs. Ohta Is getting the Movers here on Thursday t o take away a 

lot of the things which we have no use for. Apparently, sh e realized that 

the "extra rent" we vere paying was a bit exhorbitant f or  t ve few things 

we have left so she offered to reduce the rent $5.00 when w e told  v er 

that we were buying may of our own furniture. Yurlko and I do flot feel 

so comfortable about buying a regrlgerator now because we may be stuck 

with It In the event that we have to bo dlsloeated. We still have not 

raised any issue with Mrs. Ohta In the ho es that her so n will be In the 

service for a couple of years. 

There  hi  8 been a lot of tolk about hew housing project, but all of 

the arrangements made so far by the state and federal o fficials have 

been on a temporary basis. It is virtually impossible f or most veterans 

to buy new homes with the grest increase in prices. The way th ings are 

going now, it is most likely that the Republican dominat ed Congress will 

lift the rent controls so that thespartment renters like us will be 

further exploited. It Is a violation of one of our funda mental freedoms1 

It doesn't take the Republicans long to show their true col ors, and yet so 
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many people are fooled Into thinking that Its half—ass domestic program 

is for the benefit of the masses and "private enterprise." Th e idea 

behind the lifting of the rent controls is that it will aut omatically 

Increase production of new home units and, therefore, t he prices will 

be quickly forced down without any controls. It doesn't make much sense 

to me. In the first place, a family unit is helpless if r ent ceilings 

are lifted because there isn't any other place to move, an d, thus, it 

becomes a program of "soak the poor" ^ent ceilings has  nothing to do 

with the high cost of labor and materials for building new units. If 

we, like millions of others, could only flild some little security in 

hous lng*. .It' s  bad enough worrying about making a living without this 

added complications. 

This afternoon I left the house for the first time in a we ek and went 

for a walk. Yuriko had said that she would ot be back until late evening 

so I ended up in a show, "King's Row." When I got home I was pleasantly 

surprised to find Yurlko there. She said that one of the com pany got 

sick so rehearsals «ere called off for the evening. V»e emb raced, a d we 

were both so glad thut we wo Id not have to eat dinner alon e. Yuriko 

prepared a hasty, but tasty, meal and we enjoyed it immens ely. It was a 

sort of bastard Japanese meal. If missing Yuriko so much  Just for one 

evening makes me so lonesome, two weeks will be extremely di fficult. I 

had pla ned to finish up the apartment, but in view of the  new devebpments 

I can 't quite put my heart Into It; I don't like to get it a ll fixed up for 

someone else to move in. I  t l  ink that Mrs. Ohta would like to move in 

here herself because she is always commenting how lovely it looks! 

Yuriko and I will put up a passive reslstenco, we decided. 
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This afternoon I strolled up to Wash. Square Park, and whil e I was 

sitting on a bench, a veteran student from NYU came up and after a few 

minutes a conversation started. After talking about innoc uous things for 

a while, he suddenly mentioned: "Were you in one of tho se concentration 

camps?" I answered aflrmatively, and the veteran said th at he was in 

England while It was going on, and "I don't see how the Amer ican people 

tolerated it. I was pretty ashamed of being one while ov er there, espe-

cially after I got to know a few Nisei buddies who came int o the outfit 

(7th Army) about 1945." I gave him the stock answer that it was a period 

of hasty decisions, and werwere duped into believing that it might be 

military necessity, etc. Then the veteran said, "I gue ss It isn , t too 

surprising though because right now a lot of things are g oing on which 

certainly was nit authorized by the Constitution, and  yet we Just shake 

our heads and don't do anything about It. All of us think p essimistically 

that these fescist reactionary movements can't be stopp ed. Look at what 

is happe Ing down In Georgia—a stupid, illiterate demagog ue trying to 

take over the state government with the support of rural whi te people 1 who 

want to make sure that the Negro will not be a threat to their flimsy 

eoonomlc position. But they call upon the Constitution to back them up— 

they don't want the Northern Yankee to impose upon their sta te's rights 

because they say that they know how to keep the Negro in his place. Just 

the other day, I heard one of the leading educators of the  south say over 

t̂ e radio that he woftld feel perfectly safe in walking In to a Negro section 

in any city in the South, but no white man would dare go Int o Harlem-

implying that their system of handling race relations was much superior 

because It was based upon the theory of white supremacy , and therefore 

they were being patriotically American. That's why the S 0uth doesn't 

want any Federalaid In education because they feel that t heir dual 

system might be threatened. I know that it Is eas^ to blame the South, 

but it Is true that a large part of Northerners give passi ve approval to 
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such things.  Most of the guys In ray outfit were from the North, but they 

looked down on the Negroes over In England, and there were  some raoe 

riots In England, too. It didn't look very well for us t o proclaim that 

we were the champions of democracy, and them show that we didn't really 

mean It in practice. A lot of my English friends used to be  pretty 

puzzled by it." 

Res Truman—"This business of race gets to be quite a dis ease. I 

was brought up on the ̂ ast side, and I suffered from it. I'm J ewish 

myself, and there were plenty of times when I was chased down the 

streets by Irish boys who yelled  f kike f  at me. I didn't know then 

that their folks were 'refugees' themselves. My folks ca me over from 

the old country because of political oppression, and the  Irish came 

over for the same reason, plus a potato shortage so what' s the difference? 

That's why I get so upset when other groups get kicked in t he teeth. 

Truman apparently Is one of those middle of the roaders.  He lets his 

wife and daughter pass the picket lines of theaters In W ashington which 

practice open discrimination. He must have that Missou ri attitude. 

It isn't nice when the President betrays our cherished policies, and 

openly plays at being a politicfen. I feel sorry for him tho ugh because 

even worse reactionaries are putting the pressure on h im now." 

Ret world peaee—"I was naive when our outfit marched thr ough 

western Germany because I actually believed that we wer e liberators, 

and that the gospel of democracy was going to be openly  welcomed by 

all Europeans. Now, it is back to a cat and dog fight and th e various 

nations are lining up all over again. What can a guy like i ae do about 

it? Every day when it is sunny I sit here in this park aid I s ee 

people from a lot of different countries walking throu gh and they 

don't seem to hate each other. But as soon as you label the m with 

nationalities, we get suspicious and unfriendly as hel l. The English 

were nice to me when I was overseas, but a lot of the guys h ated the 
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'limeys' on general principles. I saw a lot of Russian soldiers before 

I came back, and they didn't look so terrifying to me but. from the news-

papers you get the idea that they are ready to stick us in the back at 

any minute. Is it all the fault of the politicians, or i s it because the 

whole world is getting so Inhuman that we don't mind butc hering each 

other up? 

Ret use of atom bomb—'"A bunch of us were talking about t he article 

In Harpers about the atomic bomb after we came out of phi losophy class 

this morning. St1mson said that the bomb was dropped to sh orten the 

war and save lives, I thought the same thing up until I re ad the artl« 

cle; now I am not so sure. I don't see why some sort of w arning couldn't 

have been given to the Japanese, they were about ready to q uit the war 

anyway. It wasn't necessary to drop two of them In a row a nd destroy 

so any people, I'm sure that Jqpan wouldn't have persis ted in her deter-

mination to fight rather than accept unconditional surre nder if one had 

been dropped on a less densely populated center, or a purely illtary 

objective. Now, we are using the threat of the bomb to b ully the rest 

of the world. I give upt" 

The veteran also talked about Joining the AVC, reasons why P alestine 

should become a national Jewish state, and so forth, H e struck me as a 

very well informed young man, and I wished that more vet erans could have 

come home from the war with his liberal attitudes. Th ere must be plenty 

of them about, but most of them no doubt are getting so engr ossed in 

the problems of daily living that they Just do not have the  time to tteep 

up a wide Interest in general things. 

30 January 1947. Thursday 

One month of the new year practically gone already, a nd I haven't 

consciously noticed my status as a civilian—sort of take it for grated^ 
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but it is very nice. The twofold adjustment to marital life and to 

NYC has not been a difficult process, but one which certa inly has added 

zest to the total life experiences; I'm Just happy and gen erally contented 

At intervals, the necessity for making a living concern s my thinking 

moods, but I tend to put it off because of the "security" of the 52-20 

allowance and the fact that I am waiting for the school's a nswer before 

I make my next move. My prolonged vacation has been largel y spent In 

home decoration, an endless procesf, and lnteruppted bri efly be illness« 

I shall continue after ̂ uriko goes on tour so that the place w ill not 

be so disrupted« The revelation that our tenancy depends upon the return 

of the Ohta son causes some anxiety, and now I don't feel l ike putting 

too much Into the place. Duggy suggests that perhaps Alle n will go 

away to college now that he will receive the 01 benefits , and that would 

certainly be a wonderful solution. Mrs. Ohta was around a gain today to 

have the movers take away some of the things which we didn't want around* 

When she saw how few things she had left in the apartment, s he relented 

a bit and scid that the rent would be reduced (5.00 a month —she told 

us that yesterday. Mrs. Ohta seems genuinely anxious t o develop our 

social friendship and there is a possibility that we cou ld soften her 

up a bit when the time comes as she holds the sword over our h eads anyway. 

I reported down to the social security office again to sig n for my 

weekly check. There is an obnoxious old gentleman down th ere who acts 

like he is mad at the whole world because he makes a terrib le fuss every 

time I go there. He must be a Republican. He keeps on mum bling about 

«guys to lazy to get a Jub so they have to live on the gove rnment." If 

he keeps this sort of solitary conversation up loud enoug h, some vet 

is going tp sock him in the puss one of these days. It irritated the 

crusty old man no end because another interviewer (colore d) suggests 

that he be more courteous to the GI's, and explain proce dures when 
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there Is some doubt In the mind of the ap llcant Instead  of reprimanding 

him. He said that he remembered that Yurlko came down twi ce last week 

while I was 111 a d he explained how to get the doctor's cer tificate 

because the old man was so nasty about everytUng "as If It Is his money." 

Yurlko is away so much at rehearsals that I only see her br iefly 

during the day« I make sandwiches for her to take because s he forgets 

to eat when she Is concentrating on her dancing* For t he past few days 

I have been occupying myself primarily by reading, a pleas ant little 

p*stime. le alsays greet eacgi other warmly when she come s home as if 

there had been a long separation—Just our way of appreciat ing one 

another. Yurlko thinks that I am getting bored staying h ome all the 

time so that she urges me to go out and visit or go to a show or 

something but I don't seem to have much Inclination for suc h things 

yet. I am contented to keep house for her for the time being . I'm 

glad that men don't have to keep house as a regular Job be cause there 

is so much to do—I have to save time to listen to my radio  plays I 

Cooking is a simple task with the pressure cooker, and I en joy experi-

menting around cooking different things which will be tas ty. Yurlko 

might get me a cookbook if I show too mvch Interest in the cul inary art11 

31 January 1947, Friday 

I got up at 8:30 this morning, and didn't return to bed a fter 

breaftfast as usual. The apartment gets very quiet when Yu rlko departs 

for the studio in a big rush. She is very efficient in her pr eparations 

so that she gets out of the house in a minimum of time w ithout too much 

bustle, ^he longest time is spent in getting her out of bed so that she 

can go to work and make enough to support usI I have to p ush and shove 

her out every day. My new tactics is to Just Ignore the time and Yurlko 

has to get up with a rush. If I pretend to be asleep, she  asks me 

questions like, "Do you still love me?" and woe unto me I f I do not gef 
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alert and give her* a correct response  I  She would make me go sleep in 

the living room or some other drastic punishment like that « Last night 

we were wrestling and giggling around until after one because I pulled 

a practical Joke on her and she said that I frightened he r with a loud 

noise. I had to apologize six time before it satisfied her . Then she 

complained this morning because she was so sleepy. ?/hen I didn't res-

pond, she kept asking me what she should wear for the day. St ill no 

answer. Finally she jerked the covers off and said.that  I Ignored her. 

So I had to make up and tell her that I would buy her a new p air of 

shoes for her birthday present—with the allowance money sh e gave  me I 

This pleased her greatly so after she came home for lunch, we went 

shopping in the beautiful spring-like weather. 

Accompanying a woman on a shoe shopping excursion require s tact 

and diplomacy I found out. We went to about three or four places, but 

Yurlko did not find anything she liked. Everytime she tried  on a pair, 

she asked me how I like it and I said very well. £ut the sh oes were 

either too tight, too long, "makes my feet look wide", not comfortable, 

not the right style, nd so forth. At the last store, the sale sman 

tried to coavince her that she should wear one size larg er, and this 

exasperated Yurlko no end. She got mad. I teased her and s aid that 

her vanity was hurt, but  Yurlko  Insisted that she wore a 4§C and she 

would get the righ shoe at Altman's or Sak's Fifth Ave or s ome other 

place like that. So we didn't get her  shoes I  I told her to hurry up 

and buy her shoes because I might spend my allowance up no w that I am 

well. Valentine is coming up too, but I don't know If Yurlko  Is senti-

mental about such things but I had better not take a chanc e or she might 

think that I was forgetful. I like to do things for her, a nd the happi-

ness she gives me in return is cheap at the price. Up to no w she has 

given me more material things than I have given her largely  because I 
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needed more things after being out of circulation for s omany months. 

Yuriko is talking about getting a new coat, but I hesitat e to encourage 

her until we can get our budget balanced on a monthly ba sis. Her 

characteristic of consideration has been fully borne o ut In recent weeks 

because she curbs her extra agent Impulses and gets only n ecessary things 

so that 1 will feel easier about making ends meet. It is s o discoura-

ging to cope with these rising inflation prices these days and I am not 

quite used to It yet because it was sprung upon me so suddenl y. I 

dorbt If we will ever get back to the pre-war prices even if  a depression 

happens upon us. Yuriko said that before the war, her p arents rented a 

seven room house for $45 a month In Los Angeles. Them day s will never 

come back again, and maybe it is Just as well since our earning capacity 

has Increased greatly since 1941—generally, and not spec ifically In 

this case} I may go to see a foreign movie this evening to indu lge in 

escapism if Yuriko works. 

1 February 1947. Saturday. 

Yuriko unexpectedly got a night off from rehearsals last n ight 

so we went over to the hostel to pick up some of our cleanu ng clothes. 

My army uniforms were magically transformed into nice ci vilian dyed 

clothes, a welcome addition to my depleted wardrobe. Mr. M . refused 

to take any payment for the cleaning bill—.it would ha ve cost us 

§30.00 or $40.00 to send all those things out—because he wa nted to 

help the "young couples" out. We plan to get them 10 ca rtons of ciga-

rettes through the mall order houses In New Jersey (to save the tax) as 

Mrs. M. plans to send this item to some of her relatives In the old 

country. Her relatives in Japan has the Idea that all people who live 

in American must be wealthy—t ue to the extent of compari son with the 

poverty of the orient, fortunately t e 18s are financial ly solvent and 

able to do these things. I spent part of the evening tyi ng up one of the 
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packages which had to fall within the prescribed weight re gulation of 

II pounds. Mrs• M. was sending salt as this commodity Is ve ry scarce 

In the particular mountain village where she was sendin g the package. 

The hostel was showing some movie of native life in the Pacific (taken 

by missionaries) and old March of Time films to the resi de ts so we 

looked at some of them for a while. We left rather early as Yu riko 

was very tired. Due to her rigorous schedule, we have rot In dulged 

in much social life and we Just haven't had the time to visit friends 

or have them to dinner. It will have to wait until after her season 

Is over, and posslblly by that time I may be busy readjustin g to aca-

demic life. Yuriko took her $15.00 purse to show her paren ts as she 

wanted them to see the birthday present "they are going  to give me." 

Mr. M. apparently felt that they got off lightly as he gave her £20.00 

and told her to keep the change. So Yuriko concluded, "See, they want 

to spend money on me if I let theml" Her father got the short e nd of 

the deal as Yuriko hasn f t finished the socks she Is knitting him for 

his birthday. On the way home, I teased Yuriko by asking h er If her 

mother had gotten around to asking her about her sex life, and Yuriko's 

surprised reply wast "Oh no, that's a taboo subject betwe en us. My 

mother never told me anything about sex and I was very naiv e until I 

was 19 and read a book on it. She follows the Japanese custom  I guess, 

because it Is not 'polite' for parents to discuss such thi ngs with 

their children." 

This morning I met Yuriko after she got through teachi ng at the 

studio, ard we went uptown to Altman's to buy the shoes for her birth-

day present. I guess the salesman at the store the othe r day was right 

because Yuriko had to get 5 B's. ^he Altman salesman said that her 

ego should not be hurt beca se he rarely fitted anyone wit h such tiny 

feet as hers and this made Yuriko happy. I wanted her to get s hoes 
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with "nice thick soles" because she  ho id  that she spent about $50.00 

a year on shoes alone and I could vision all my allowance bein g sunk 

into  shoes I  H 0wever, Yurlko showed ¿ice taste in the selection of her 

"everyday wear" shoes so I was happy. I began to feel that maybe I 

should fo to v:orl so I could buy her decent clothes, buy Yurlko forbid 

It because "then you will get like most husbands who war.t w ives Just 

for waiting on them." I didn't breathe easier until I got  her out of 

AIt man's into the 5 and 10, and then I told her she coul d buy anything 

she wanted because this was the luxury store for poor  students i  She 

ended up by buying me a pound of candy, and a vegetable p eeler. We 

also bought a meat carving set at Altman's with the rest of the $8.50 

we had left over from the exchange of the wedding gift fr om the Fort 

HancocV boys. Gradually we are accumulating material thi ngs for our 

household. We decided to wait a month for the chairs b ecause we didn't 

come out exactly even on our last months budget. Yurlko alw ays selects 

nice things so I rely upon her Judgement, but she always makes it seem 

like I was the one to  decide I 

After Yurlko went bacV to the studio for nore rehearsal, I came 

home and washed the accumulation of a week's laundry, a nd in the evening 

I went to see a foreign movie by myself. Yurlko was alread y home and 

cozily in bed by the time I arrived so we continued our game of gin 

rummy at 50 cents per game—to be paid off the end of the y ear. We 

also have a contest to guess the number of pennies In a hug e Jar, 

and if I win I plan to buy books. Yurlko will be going off o n tour 

next week sometime, and she will be gone for two weeks so I guess I'll 

be very lonesome. It's so nice living with her. Yurlko Is very con-

cerned that I eat well and keep warm while she Is away so t hat "I 

won't worry about you getting ill." It won't be much fun b eing a 

bachelor for two weeks after the past two months of c -nte nted living 

here. 
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It was Yurlko 1 s  birthday tod-?/, and she did not h?ive to go rehearse 

until evening so that we slept lete and then had a huge lei surely break« 

fast about noon. Yurlko washed her hair a d was alarmed to fi nd tiny 

fray hairs on her temple so she plucked all six of them out and mounn-

fully regretted tat she was getting old. After she was satisfied that 

I would love her even is she ¿rot gray hair, she bundled m e up cozlly 

in bed again and told mo to read the sunday papers as long a s I wanted 

because it was my day off and I didn't have to do any housew ork. Yurlko 

busied herself with some sewing until about 5 when the do orbell suddenly 

rang. It was Mith Kunitani and Dyke Miyagawa. I was very surprised to 

see Mitch in uniform, and he said that he was equally sur prised to 

learn from roundabout sources t'-at I had gotten married  s  lnce I last 

saw him In April at the top of Washington monument. Yurlko c ooked a 

pick up dinner for our company, and then she had to go off to rehearsals 

until 9:30. Paul dropped In and wanted us to meet him and ̂ t hel after 

rehearsals so that we could go to a bar and have a few drink s to cele-

brate Yurlko 1s birthday, but she called It off as she was too tired. 

Mitch was about the same as ever, but some of his views hav e slifted 

drastically since camp days. He said that he was through  "running 

away" from Nisei society beoause no matter what he tried to do he was 

always  indent  Ifled with the group by Caucasians fso I have concluded 

that group action is theonly way." The change in his attitu de seems to 

hnve Jumped from one extreme to another--an interesting Il lustration of 

t e conflict which faces many Nlwel on the question of "s egregation 

versus assimilation. 11 Mitch now feels that Nisei should get together 

to a certain degree to promote such things as a Nisei magazi ne in order 

to achieve solidarity. However, he still feels the seme w ay about 

economic dispersal. What he said was a contradiction in m any respecta, 

and I suspect that it hinges upon the question of social adjustments. 
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It's similar In many respeets to the Jewish Americans w o ca n't decide 

about being "strictly American" or "Jewish." I don't k now what caused 

the change in Mitch's viewpoints, but I t ink that the ba sis is econo-

mic adii stments. This came out strongly in his comment s bout what he 

planned to do in the future. He said that ho was through w ith "causes" 

and now planned to go out for himself and make a bit of mo ney so that 

he could raise a family and Ann could stop working. That is why he 

has made strenuous efforts to get shipped to Japan as he t hinks that 

He can make some business contacts there and Import Japa nese pottery 

as he has connections in Cleveland on this end. Last year both he and 

Ann were cleared to work for the Army in Japan, and he fi gured that 

they could save about $7000 but it was cancelled at the las t minute. 

Mitch is now relieved t at he is in the  A rmy as he felt that his past 

political activities prevented him from getting a goo d government Job, 

but "I haven't had any fun in the Army during the 3 months I h ave been 

in." He thought that if he could get a good assignment in ^apan as an 

occupational counsellor, he would call Ann over. On the o ther hand, 

he believes that he will be out of the service by June. Mi tch thinks 

that it is good for all  A*isel 01's to serve in Japan so that they can 

get some appreciation of the fact that all "Japanese are n ot dummies 

and they have a high level of culture over there too." I don' t know 

what he meant by that except to Infer that it was impos sible for Nisei 

to lift themselves up beyond the status of second class citi zens in 

this country so that they should tart appreciating the cul ture of 

their parents' native line. It was difficult to follow h is reasoning 

and it was by no means very clear. If a person of his capa bilities 

finds himself forced to stress the racial Identificati on angle, then 

it is understandable why so many of the more average Nisei are doing It. 

Mitch makes the point that the Nisei are still immature, b ut that 
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was the excuse given before the war and that was over five y ears ago* 

I don't agree with his pessimism on this point because I believe that 

the Nisei are more assimilated than they eare to admit* It mi ght be a 

question of wanting to be a big fish In a little poM becaus e there Is 

nothing more anonymous than being "an average Amorlean." However I 

prefer to being Just that rather than permanently forcin g myself to 

Identify with q group on the basis of racial relationship alone. It 

would be too limiting an existence and In the case of the Nisei there 

still exists a large measure of choice. It certainly is not comparable 

to the position of the Negro who can't get away from the onu s of race 

no matter what his personal abilities may be. For t l  e Nisei, group 

Identity ray give a certain measure of temporary securi ty; but eventually 

It becomes a strangling noose and I see no future in i t. So far this 

question onl has been partly solved for white people alon e, but that 

does not mean that the touchy question of "color" is an insu rmountable 

barrier to true assimilation to the developing American cul ture. The 

possibility that the NlseJ themselves condemn what they believe is 

"being too good for them" (mlstakenly( should not discoura ge individual 
« 

Nisei from making the attempt as the problem Is much la rger than a 

mere question of social ostraclzatlon; It has significan ce on a world 

wide scale, and It serlusly questions the creed of white supremacy* 

What happens to the Nisei in the U.S. then is important fr om this point 

of view. Objectively, however, I have to admit that my pos ition on 

tHs question is on the extreme while Mitch and Dyke may be t aking 

more of the middle of the road course, like so many of t v>e Nisei who 

feel that they have finally  res  rived the whole Issue to the point where 

there Is no more personal discomfort. Dyke is now worki ng on the 

Weekender, the NYC Nisei newspaper. He says that he Just hasn't been 

able to find his economic niche, so In his case the force  of circumstances 
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again seems to be the deciding Item In his attitude on the N isei status 

In American society. Yet both he «nd ftitch conclude that a N isei 

society Is undeslreable—which is in opposition to their viewpoints 

given during the discussi n. One thing certain is that the problem 

will not be resolved in a mater of a few years as so many of us 

thought at tho time of the resettlement program! Voluntar y segregation 

is now the accepted mode a iong Nisei—they insist that th ey arrived 

at this viewpoint because of greater maturity, out I sti ll believe 

that It is due to economic and social insecurity. Whether voluntary 

sorrcg-.tioit or continued efforts towards real asalmllla tion is the 

beat mot" od is a debatable question and something which n obody can 

predict upon conclusively; it's J st a process which has no d efinite 

ending point. 

Natanya gave Yuriko flowers for her birthday. Natanya is a 

Jewish  A m©rican dancer in the company; she has never been out of N.Y., 

but she firmly believes that her future is in a national  state of 

Palestine. There*s lots wrong with the U.S. but nobod y can ever 

convince me that it's so bad that one has to escaple  to another cou 

country in order to breath the fresh air of freedom. 

February 1947. Monday 

This morning I went to a non-union barber shop to get a haircut, 

?r  d the barber gave me a long lecture on why he did not b elfeve in 

unions. He siad that if he raised prices to one-dollar , he would lose 

most of his customers. However, he prided himself upon  his lndlvtdua* 

llsn:  n No union could help me out; they Just want me to contribute 

money so that the leaders can graft it. I've been aroun d here for 17 

years and I dont need to worry about customers because th ey all know 

Al. I think that it is a good thing that Co gress is going to stop 
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the unions; they have gone too far« The working man shou ld follo\ 

the good old American ways« There are  a lot of foreign reds in thl* 

country trying to stir up  a revolution« But I say that there are 

plenty of opportunity in this land of ours yet, and we w ould all be 

better off if Congress out the taxes and quit supporting t he rest of 

the world« Vie have it good here, and It would be better if we minded 

our own business and stayed out of foreign wars. Them R ussians won't 

bother us if we hang on to the atom bomb« This country Is s uffering 

because we try to be too good to other nations« I always s ay, 

'God helps those who helps themselves.' n As much as I would like to 

save 60^ on haircuts, I guess that I will patronize union shops here* 

after. It's so strange that Americans who stand lowest on the economic 

ladders are the ones most gullible to the propaganda th at the system 

Is perfect, and they are contented to be exploited because  they believe 

that it is the 'Amerloan way. 1 If people would spend less time at 

red baiting and more at improving things, we oould make pro gress. It 

seems that anyone who really believes in the Ideals of democracy la 

a 'red.' Doesn't make much sense to me. 

Sue dropped In for a while this evening to  k ask me if I would 

give a talk on some aspect of democracy as related to the min orities 

In this country later this month at the combined chapter m eeting of 

the Amerloan Youth for Democracy organization« She said t hat this 

Village group consisted of progressive young people who we re Interest« 

ed in political action, and that February was Brotherhood  Month. A 

half Chinese, half British girl was the president of t he chapter and 

she asked me to go see her later this week for details. The organiza-

tion is supposed to be pro-labor, interracial, and anti -fascist« I 
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don't know anything about the organization except tha t it has been 

red baited on some of the U.S. campuses. Sue thought that i t would 

be educational if I gave some account of the status of Oriental 

Americans in the U.S. as very few of the group was acquaint ed with 

this subject. 

Sue is a remarkable girl, very cute, extremely political ly 

minded pro-labor. She followed the courage of her con victions and 

severed all contacts with dancing just when she was gettin g a start 

in the Graham company because she felt that she had to devel op greater 

meaning for life. She got in with the CIO union, and the y sent her 

to work in some unorganized factory here in town to spre ad the union 

gospel. Sue took a job filing cards and she told them that s he was 

Just a high school graduate. She expects to be fired in another week 

as she believes that her supervisor Is wise to her, but by  that time 

Sue hopes that the groundwork for organization will have been made« 

She gets only $21.00 a week after taxes for working 40 hour s a week, 

and she felt that it was such a dull exlstenoe. She was dis couraged 

that so many of the workers were not interested in the uni on at all, 

but Sue is convinced that only through Unionization will the American 

workers ever succeed in achieving any economic security « She was 

disappointed that the Republican Congress was a so react ionary, and it 

made her angry that stern labor legislation was in the o ffing. 

wThe corporations are paying out more dividends now than even during 

the swollen profit of wartime and yet they don't want to gi ve workers 

a Just share in it. The cost of living has gone up approxim ately B0% 

during the war, and now most workers are using up whatev er savings 

they made before VB day. But still the private enterpri se interests 

are not satisfied and they are doing everything in their p ower to 
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raise rents, out down wages, and insure still greater p rofits for 

themselves." Sue hopes to eventually work herself up to  publicity 

work In the union, and she is much happier than when she was struggling 

to be a dancer. However, she added that  n I could never hope to be as 

good as Yurlko so I changed into something else." Sue f elt that 

Yurlko was the best dancer in the company, and "that's why sh e has so 

many private students who would rather take lessons f rom her than 

even from Martha." And she added, "Yurlko Is about the only one In 

the oompany who understands Martha so that she Is one of the very few 

who has any security in the studio." Sue felt that the sec ret of 

Yurlko 1s teohnlque was that she was a "good egg and never tried to 

act patronizing." 

Yurlko was exhausted when she came home this evening. I wen t up 

to the studio about 11:00 p.m. to walk her home. She rehe arsed all 

day long and didn't even have time to oome home for lunch. T he company 

will start the tour next week. Due to the difficulty of b ooking 

theaters, and other unknown reasons, the tour will only la st about two 

weeks. Next Tuesday they open at Hofstra College in Hemps tead, Long 

Island. Then they go to Pittsburg for one night, Philadelph ia for 

two days, on to Baltimore, Washington, Norfolk, Durham , Raleigh, 

Lunchburg, and back to open In NYC on Feb. 24 at the Ziefel d Theater. 

It will be quite a work out for them. The oompany is under contract 

to Hurok, and guaranteed pay for six weeks. They may go t o New 

Orleans and Chicago later. It looks like It will be a shor t season 

for them on tour because usually they go for one and one h alf month» 

all over the country. The entertainment world is suffering a 
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recession alteady from all newspaper accounts. The arra ngements 

for touring Europe still are not final for the summer—it is being 

sponsored bh the State Department as part of the cultura l program. 

Yurlko Is not teaching her movie studio starlets right n ow as most 

of her time Is spent In rehearsals* 

February 4. 1947. Tuesday 

It is a miserable cold and drizzly day outside. I haven't d one 

a thing so far today except putter around a bit, shop, r ead. My 

readjustment allowance check came this morning. I don't t hink that 

this easy life is making me a parasite upon soolety. I have been 

doing a lot of reading lately, but I can't seem to con centrate on 

social welfare books as they are so dull and I have so ma ny other 

interesting things to read. I haven't finished my pain ting about the 

apartment because I don't want to disrupt the household un til after 

Yurlko goes on tour. It is almost finished anyway. I p ut up the 

large curtain backdrop in the living room, and framed the  Gila Monster 

skin and hung it up on the wall. The living room is the n eatest room 

In the apartment. I have been procrastinating about pol ishing up all 

of my shoes because of the interesting book I am reading. Th is isn't 

the kind of day that one can go exploring about the ci ty; I think that 

NYC is the most fascinating city in the whole country and  there are 

endless things to see. I wish that Yurlko had more time to browse 

about with me during this period of interlude for me. I sh all miss 

her very much when she goes on tour, but two weeks will pas s quickly. 

Last night she was worried that I might be unhappy with th is existent 
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the 8illyI She doesn't mind that I am so poor, and she says that all 

of her friends think that she made a good marriage so that Is a com-

forting thought. We really get along so nicely. After almo st five 

months, we are still up In the clouds and we haven't had an argu ment 

yet. I thought I would be a much more difficult person  to live with, 

but Yurlko knows how to handle me. The fact that she eases my mind 

about economic support is one factor which makes marital adjustments 

smoother. Marriage, Instead of being a hindrance, has m ade things 

actually easier for me and it certainly has not been any  restricting 

force. I wonder how Marlko and George are doing, poor guyI Joe 

Oyama wrote a card and said that he visited them for five days and 

that they made him work in preparing for a party. I haven' t written 

or heard from any of the family for a number of weeks now as I seem 

to be too lazy to write letters. I'm still in the process of wanting 

to be alone with Yurlko and she feels the same way so we J ust don't 

make any efforts for social contacts at all. I'm enjoying this ex-

tended vacation since graduation from the Army Intensely , and somehow 

the day8 Just fly by. 

Yurlko and I oontlnued our one year gin rummy tournament, a nd she 

cut down my lead drastically this evening. We are playing  for 50 cents 

per game and she is getting much too smart for me. We play on e or two 

quick hands every night before going to sleep. 
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I braved the Icy cold and snow flurries this afternoon to go 

visit Betty Ellison-Fitzgerald. Everybody is talking ab out the weather 

now that we are in the midst of zero temperatures--with a promise by 

the weather man that there will be a lot more of it in the ne xt few 

days. We have been heating our apartment with a large keros ene heater 

and it has been adequate thus far. It is difficult for us t o get out 

of bed in the morning when we look out and see those cold ici cles 

dangling from our windows! I am fortunate because I can sta y indoors 

most of the time, but Yuriko has to walk through the slush sev eral 

times a day to go to the studio. The snow looks so beaut iful in the 

morning, but it quickly turns to slush when all thos e trucks come down 

the street, and then it is most disagreeable. We have a lot of cats 

in our neighborhood and they have been getting fat on the ga rbage left 

out on the sidewalk at nights for the sanitation truck t o pick up, 

but we wondered what happened to all of these cats when i t gets freez-

ing cold. NYC doesn't enjoy good climate during the winter months-

It's not fit for man or oats. Since we are living in a s ort of tene-

ment district, all of the homes are coldwater flats. 

Betty E only lives about four blocks down, way up on a four th 

floor walkup in a very dilapidated building. It was the f irst time I 

met y her-- Sue wanted me to go visit to find out the detail s for the 

talk they want me to give for the AYD. Betty's husband was there; ± 

he is recovering from food poisoning. They live in a one room apart-

ment, very gloomy, but warm. During the course of the cov ersatlon, I 

discovered that they knew Allan Ohta and had often been u p to our 

place to  v is it.  It dawned upon me that they were the couple who were 

trying to get this place through Toshie. Betty said that th ey were 
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desperate for housing, but "resigned to live in the slums f or the 

time being; it has it's interesting points." Betty is hal f Chinese 

and half English—very delicate looking girl, strikingl y attractive, 

progressive minded, president of the AYD, has sort of a British 

accent. She lived in Hong Kong before coming to the U.S. " under the 

Chinese quota" which made her very angry because "they Jus t didn't 

consider that I was half English too." Her brother is havi ng diffi-

culty with the immigration authorities for this reason. Betty's status 

is now olear because of her marriage to a Caucasian. She sp eaks 

Chinese (Cantonese) but is now studying Mandarin at the Oriental 

Institute. She also is studying ballet dancing. Her hus band Just 

quit CCNY and is trying to make his living as a writer. He was in the 

merchant marine during the war, and they lived in SF for a while before 

coming out here. 

The three of us got into an interesting discussion on race and 

democracy. Betty is very Interested In this because of he r personal 

status. Both of them believed that this problem was the  "big headache" 

of democracy right now, and her husband mentioned that "if anyone 

advocates racial democraoy these days, he is red baited ." They both 

believed that assimilation was the best answer but thought  that it 

was only possible for the "more favored colored minoriti es." Betty 

stated that the nations were getting extremely chauvinist ic since the 

war, and she was dlsoouraged that many of the war ideals w ere betrayed. 

She said that she had some contacts with Chinese American s, but "they 

are in such a shell, and I am surprised that they can't see anyone 

else but Chang Kal Chek." Betty did not believe that the Kuomingtang 

party in China gave much hope for democraoy there. Sinc e coming to 
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NYC, the has been Interested in progressive movements an d is now the 

president of the Greenwich chapter of the A YD. She wants to m ake it 

very Interracial, but has not been able to get many Chine se Americans 

or Nisei Interested. The club consists largely of Caucasi ans now, 

with Negro and Jewish as the only significant minority groups re-

presented. She said that she was In a restaurant one nig ht last week, 

and some strange Nisei boy "scolded me for not belongi ng to the JACL 

as he thought I was Japanese." Betty said that her club ac tively 

engaged In housing rallies and a delegation was going to b e sent to 

Albany In the near future to press legislation for vete rans housing. 

It also engages In ant1-dlsorlmlnatIon campaigns, pr o-labor movements; 

holds discussions on political matters relating to the fu rtherment 

of demooracy and "has occasional socials and musicals." She said 

that the group had been red baited because It held meetin gs In the 

American Labor Party hall, (next door to us.) Betty said that 

various minorities had been presented to the club, and she was now 

Interested In getting a talk on Oriental Americans. She a sked If I 

could talk on the Nlsel, "relating this group's success o r failure wltk 

our democraoy and what happened to them during the war an d after. 

She said that because of the Negro-Jewish bloc, there was a tendency 

for many of the young people In her club to forget that there  were 

other minorities with similar problems. Very few of them " know any 

Orientals although some have seen them in Chinatown here." I agreed 

to give this talk—on Feb. 21, ate some of her biscuits , and finally 

left after an hour of pleasant social visiting. They in vited Yuriko 

and I to come up and social visit with them sometime, so I reciprocated 

I found out through them that Toshle Ohta's husband Is a ballad singer 

and he makes the "People's Songs" records. 
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Turlko had an evening off so she invited several of the com pany 

girls to come down here to sew on their costumes* The Sewing Bee was 

a success. Natanya, Helen MoGeehee, Ethel and Paul were  here. Helen 

is from Virginia and one of the new company members; she w as excited 

because they were going to perform in her home town college w here she 

went to school. The girls were quite irked because they had to sew 

their own costumes and they felt that it looked like a di aper and was 

vulgar. They blamed it on Pearl Lang "who doesn't like to  show her 

big legs." The girls complained that the costume made th eir "fannies 

too prominent." It looked good on Yuriko because she ha s shapely legs 

and only a medium sized "fanny." They were put out becaus e they did 

not get paid for making the costumes, whereas Rhoda was hi red to do 

it "for pay." Paul kept on urging them to send a studio  a bill, but 

I don't think that they will. They made the point that "there are 

too many others more than glad to take our places in th e company so we 

can't complain too much." Natanya felt that something s hould be done 

beoause dancers were treated so badly, especially the y oung ones who 

"had to be instruments for the stars." It seems that the company has 

several unpopular members in it. They don't like Eric the male lead 

because "he isn't human, too selfish." They think that L. Horst, the 

musical director, is a dictator. Nina Is unpopular becau se "she acts 

like a queen and took advantage of her social relations hips with Horst. 

Pearl is "nice as an individual, but she got too much of a Br oadway 

complex since she danced in 'Carousel.'" And so It went. In the 

meantime they worked madly on their costumes and when th ey came out 

fairly well, they oonoluded that the "company gets along pretty well 

together" and they were glad to be associated with it. Nata nya 

believed that "dancing would be so wonderful if we did no t have to 
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make a living." Despite their so-called hardships, 1 bet that not 

one of them would be willing to give it up. Paul was trying so hard 

to encourage them to be rebellious and he had many remarks  to make on 

how inefficient the organization was operated. When the  girls turned 

their arguments and beoame defensive for their chosen pro fession, Paul 

calmly ended the discussion by making  a generalization that "all 

dancers must be neurotic." Ethel smiled sweetly and ask ed him, "Do 

you think that I am neurotic?" and he had to back down. I k ept my 

opinions to myself as I don't want to get involved in the v arious 

"dancing feuds." It seems that they are all so cooperative  while 

they are unknown, but become prima donnas and strongly i ndividualistic 

when they achieve the vague status of Stars. However, t hey seem to 

enjoy being struggling danoers despite their many grumbl ings that 

"we are just learning how to be seamstresses making these  costumes." 

At the same time they don't trust anyone else to fit them b ecause they 

want to show off their figures to the best advantage. It w as pleasant 

having them around; they were nice sooial creatures who l ived so much 

In a world of their own and they seem very happy and adequ ately ad-

justed to It. It is a consolation to know that there are  happy people 

in the world besides Yurlko and !• Yuriko worked so hard fi tting and 

sewing for the others that she ended up by not having her o wn costume 

fitted so she has to do It later. She certainly must brag ab out my 

cooking at the studio because they all had to be shown th e stew I made 

tonight. Heaven forbid that my role in this materialistic world is 

going to be fame as a housekeeper11 
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Freezing oold today; ice all over the place and everybody 

bundled up. I went to the social seourity office this afte rnoon to 

sign for another readjustment check. Afterwards I took a  stroll down 

Canal Street, up Mott and Into Chinatown, then over to the Bowery 

where I saw many freezing derelicts begging on the sidewalk s under 

the 3rd Avenue El, and finally up through the Italian dis trict back 

home.  •  When I saw all of those homeless old men down in the Bowe ry 

I felt thankful that society has provided me with a better s tatus. 

There were many young veterans down there in their dingy un iform 

clothes, cast aside by the society they fought for. It isn 't entirely 

the individual's fault either. They had nothing more to do than 

huddle around a fanatic soul savior who was calling to them to "come to 

the warm bosom of J e s u s T h e y probably would have preferred  to be 

around a nice cozy fire in a home instead of loitering arou nd on the 

streets on such a oold day. In such an Impersonal city as th is, the 

citizens do not have muoh of a regard for the less fortuna te. Modern 

civilization seems to Intensify human callousness. The gl ory of 

American capitalism somehow has passed a large segment of t he popula-

tion by. Surely there must be better methods to sprea d all this 

wealth out a bit more and give the able bodied an opportun ity to 

develop a decent standard of living instead of concentrat ing the 

wealth more and more Into the limited upper circle. The  Republicans 

have  a childish notion that this can be achieved through raising  the 

cost of food and lifting the rent controls, and isolati ng ourselves 

as  a nation. And when the economic structure topples, the R ussians 

or the Men from Mars will be blamed instead of selfish priv ate inter-

ests. It is disgusting to listen to many of the radio co mmentators 
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these days with their ultra reactionary attitudes. I was l istening 

to one this afternoon who was so sure that NYC would achieve Ut opia 

and solve all problems by raising subway fares to a dime. He must have 

been in the pay of real estate interests who want the publi c to pay 

so that they can keep their increasing profits to themselves . It con-

fuses me when I think that eventually I have to fit myself  into the 

economic life because of necessity, but the problem is how to do it 

and still be doing something meaningful. It beats me. Wh en I was 

standing in line at the social security office, a Chines e-American 

veteran proudly told me that he was In the CIO but "temp orarily out 

of a Job. n He made the significant statement that the union "give s 

me more security than if I had to buck things all on my ow n." An 

enlightened union movement is the hope of the worklngman , but right 

now the forces to suppress it are so strong. One posi tive development 

out of the evacuation was that many Nisei workers did get into unions 

which were closed to them before the war, the CIO offers b etter 

inducements than the AFL. I wonder why I think so deeply abo ut my 

economic future every time I visit the bowery? It might be a latent 

fear that I am not living up to full possibilities, and a d oubt and 

questioning in the back of my mind about whether a M.A. actual ly is 

going to make me better fitted for whatever I am going t o do. But I 

am committed to it now and I won't back down, unless I cannot get ad-

mitted into school next month. I should be hearing from Co lumbia in a 

couple of weeks now. I doubt whether an Ivory Tower exist ence is going 

to solve anything—Just postponing things through court esy of 01 Bill 

of Rights, that 18 all. Maybe anxiety about getting admitted brought 

all of this on, I don't know. I wish Yurlko didn't have to  work so 

hard to contribute to my support. 

• H ^ H n ««•IMIimMllBWMî BM — I IJMMWtffeffittĥ̂  
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Natanya Neuman came over last night, and she was our first over-

night guest. She had to sew on her costumes some more, and was very 

annoyed about the last minute hectlo arrangements for the tour* It 

will be her first season as a regular member of the compan y* Yuriko 

fitted her, and the two of them worked until quite late—a ll the 

time mumbling that Martha Graham should have gotten so me new material 

as the old costume was Impossible, The girls agreed that t he costumes 

were not as bad as they said, but that they were Just tired fr om the 

strain of the constant rehearsals and little things wer e getting them 

down* It seems that some tempermental clashes upset the smoo th 

functioning of the group—a sort of pre-tour Jitters. 

Natanya Is about 24, rather striking In appearance, a gradua te of 

Barnard College of Columble--"majored In psychology, an d almost met 

the fate of becoming a soolal worker. 11 During the course of the even-

ing she told some Interesting facts about herself. Nat anya Is a sort 

of Klbel Jewish. She went to Palestine to live when sh e was nine and 

remained there for about 9 years. She is extremely pro-Z ionist. Her 

father is an Important offioial In the Jewish Agency, an d he is now 

in England negotiating with Parliament about the solu tion of that 

jeproblem. Natanya was rather pessimistic about the outoo me and she 

thought that there would be partitioning of Palestine wi th a U.N. 

mandate. We got to talking about the reasons why a Jewis h state was 

so urgent, and Natanya believed that It was the only soluti on for the 

welfare of the displaced people." Historically, the Jews are a 

nation and the fact that we have never had a homeland has  contributed 

a lot to our economic and political oppression. If we had a national 

state of our own, It would provide a home for the half million dis-

placed Jews in Europe. Further, a Jewish state would impr ove the 
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status of the rest of the Jews living throughout the w orld as a 

national body would be a strong souroe of appeal when tr ouble develop-

ed. As things are now, the Jews have been kicked around f or many 

generations and never been allowed to become a part of any n ation  a" 

When I asked her if she felt that a national state was t he solu-

tion to the problem, Natanya said that it was the most expe dient method 

and the only way to meet the urgent situation. She added t hat despite 

the faot that she believed in internationalism as a theory , there were 

no nations in the world with such an enlightened attitude s o that the 

creation of one more national state was not going to throw  things into 

chaos. Her main point was that since the dark ages in E urope, the 

countries whloh flourished in arts and sciences were those  with large 

centers of Jewish population. She did not know why the J ews have 

never been absorbed into the various nations, but though t that it might 

be due to cultural pride and the religious aspeots which were so 

closely Interwoven into their lives. Natanya did not thi nk that this 

came into conflict with the American concept that the Am erican cultural 

development was the primary goal of all those born here. Sh e felt 

that it was not wrong for the Jews to insist upon ethnic identity any 

more than the Irish "who get Involved in Irish nationalism , but yet 

are Americans first." Her concept of the American cult ure was that 

each ethnic group should have equality—a sort of "Federati on" idea 

whereas I believed that it was possible for a diffusion to a unified 

American culture whloh included all groups. Natanya sai d that the 

time was not ripe for this yet, and In the meantime the J ews of the 

world had to push for  a national home. She admitted that this was 

one of the big Issues between the pro and antl Zionists in this 

country, but "a Jewish state is primarily for the homeless J ewry in 
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Europe." She said that as far as she was concerned, she plan ned to 

eventually go back to Palestine to live. I couldn't agre e with her 

that the necessity for maintaining Jewish ties were prima ry due to 

racial Identification—it seems more logical that pol itical and 

economic factors has forced this in-group feeling on th is religious 

group. When I mentioned that her ooncept, If extended log ically, 

could llloglcally give support to the pressure groups in this country 

that America was only for white people, specifically the A nglo-Saxons 

and North Europeans, and they oould argue that all Negro es should be 

sent to Africa to form their own state. However, Natanya ans wered 

that the situation was not comparable. I doubt that. Th ese racial 

and minority problems of the world are related, and th e solution of thei 

Is fundamental to the Issue of whether democratic meth ods are applicable 

on a world-wide scale• It is expedient to solve it b y creation of 

national states, but in the long run I suspect that it will o nly 

intensify the problems and create more and more Issues on a  racial 

basis. I agreed with Natanya that the partitioning of Pale stine was 

the lesser of two evils since It was not desirable for En gland to Insist 

upon perpetual domination solely because of the strate gic location of 

the area. However I raised the point that Palestine belon ged to the 

Arabs just as much as the Jews historically and it was n't desirable to 

displace them either. Natanya answered that "the Jews de veloped 

Palestine agriculturally and industrially and thats wh y the Arab popu-

lation increased so immensely. They don't have to be pushe d out, but 

a national state is necessary so that immigration barrie rs will be 

let down for the hundreds of thousands of displaced Jews , Palestine 

can easily absorb 5 or 4 million people If developed along  the g right 

lines. The Arabs oould go back to the Arab States, but wh ere can the 
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Jews go? There Isn't a country in the world whioh will welc ome them— 

not even Russia. Therefore, it would be for the greatest go od of the 

greatest number if an independent partioned state were esta blished." 

(There are over a million Arabs in Palestine against 600 ,000 Jews so 

that the logic of her "greatest good" concept does not nece ssarily 

follow.) Natanya believed that there was another soluti on, namely, 

that the Jews and Arabs could live In harmony in Palestine . She said 

that most of the reports of the severe tension and oonf llot between 

the two groups was largely.newspaper propaganda. "When I lived there, 

I used to go into the Arab villages without any fear and  the two groups 

got along, although they did not intermingle too much. It was the 

Germans and the Italians who fomented much of the ill fee ling because 

of political reasons 

Finally, I mentioned that perhaps her points were valid an d sound 

and that I did get a better appreciation of the problem of the world 

Jewry, but that ideologically I was not convinced. I wo ndered if such 

methods would solve the minority problems of other grou ps, especially 

in this country. Natanya said that she did not have the strong faith 

that I did, and she was convinced that her future was i n Palestine"where 

we can get a fresh start towards true internationalism. 11 I guess It 

bolls down to the fact that from my point of view there is no choice 

so I insist that the American theory of democracy must be m ade to work, 

whereas Natanya is disillusioned because it hasn't wor ked so far, 

particularly for the Jews (in Europe), It Is the problem o f "segre-

gation versus assimilation" on a world wide scale, wit h deep reference 

and implications for our democratic oonoepts. There is n't any easy 

answer for it; it seems to depend upon one's background what  point of 
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•lew Is taken. I hate to see it resolved down to a raoial bas is as 

it Implies that one is "ashamed" of his raoial backgrou nd to advocate 

the unity of American oulture. This concept Is relatively new in the 

world, and the greatest "suocess" has been in the U.S. Act ually, if 

applied on a world wide scale It would lead to true in ternationalism. 

But Natanya would say that this viewpoint is too Ideali stic and we live 

in a practical world with urgent problems which have to be worked out 

immediately. Anyway, it was enlightening to get the view point of a 

"kibel" Jewish American. 

Hatanya also told us about her experiences last summer up in 

Connecticut with Nina's company. She and Helen went up the re to 

rehearse for the concert which Nina gave recently, and Nata nya said that 

it was a sad affair so that was the reason why they didn' t talk about 

it to the company members before. It was very amusing to listen *tant 

it tm tha Bampaxy mamlaex* to her describe the tempermenta l antics of 

Nina, and related personality problems. Nina is "over 30" , has been 

with the Qraham company about 8 years, now has her own stu dio, apparent« 

ly severe personality problems. Nlna Ys parents were concert musicians 

and she traveled all over Europe with them. Studied art an d dancing. 

Now a very tempermental artist "trying to find herself." " She would 

have funny moods, and we had to be at her beck and call wh ile she was 

'creating' but most of the time she was just napping an d she acted 

like it was our fault that so much time was wasted." Natany a also was 

in Jean Erdman's company this fall. She teaches at some com munity 

center on the side. 

After we went to bed, Yuriko hugged me and said "I'm s ure glad 

that I found you and got married." I didn't know what that  was brought 

on by so I asked her what made her say that so late at nig ht. "Well," 
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said Yurlko, "when I see so many problems which dancers ha ve, then 

I'm glad that I escaped it. Look at all the nice looking g irls in 

the company, and they are all going through the thing I did w hen I 

couldn't deolde whether marriage would hurt career* Now I know that 

It doesn't conflict, like you said, and I'm so much smo other in my 

everydat life. I guess that's why so many of the single girls talk 

to me for a d v i c e I t is true that Yurlko Is a lot calmer in her 

personality adjustments and not the nervous gazelle she was prior to 

marriage—not that I did anything; it was situational* Yur lko sees 

that there is no reason for conflict with mutual consi deration and 

understanding. It seems that some of the other girls she k nows doesn't 

have that. She was telling about Marjorle whose husba nd, Woody Guthrie 

(?), the ballad singer, had to be babied all the time be cause he resent 

ed it when so much of her time was spent In dancing at t he studio. A 

rationalization has apparently emerged that artistic de velopment cannot 

be achieved with marital tles--a belief ohlefly sponsor ed by those 

single girls who have not resolved the conflict yet. I don' t see why 

danoers find it necessary to push themselves into neurotic  states to 

perfeot their technique as It is not necessarily true tha t severe 

emotionalism is basic to choreographic creation. One coul d have a 

well balanced nervous structure and still give full exp ression to 

latent talent. The ofctoh is that any marriage contacted h as to be 

mutual in understanding, with genuine belief that eac h should be 

allowed to develop full individual expression through t heir chosen 

medium. Anyway, that is the concept I try to work upon. I do n't think 

Ytfrlko has lost any talent by getting marriedj she has ga ined with 

stability, I think. 
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Marriage does pose certain problems without a doubt for " career 

girls," starting a family being one of the more important. B ut I 

cannot see that as any determent if the couple work out th eir problems 

intelligently. It does not need to be any threat to "oare er security." 

Many of the dancers I have met seem to indicate that marriag e would 

"tie" them down, stifle their advancement, ruin their in dividuality. 

I suppose this would be true if they happened to marry an eg otist 

who believed basically in masculine superiority. It woul d be just 

as disastrous to marry a weak, spineless individual. Y urlko says 

that this problem faces many of her friends, so they tak e a negative 

approach, which becomes more intrenched with the passing years, that 

they will live for their art and not take a chance with mar riage 

because dancing will fulfill all of their emotional n eeds. They are 

just kidding themselves if they take such a distorted at titude. I 

think a lot of them are too concerned that they will be r elegated to a 

role of biological reproduction, a threat to equality o f sexes. I 

think that all of them would end up unhappily like Martha G raham who 

has had her single career, and has nothing else to live fo r besides 

dancing. She drives herself unmercifully, ft Yurlko said th at the 

doctor forbid her (Martha) to take the tour because of knee trouble, 

but she is going to ignore the edlot and go anyway. Psycho logically, 

it would take life away from her If she had to give up dan cing now. 

It seems that the threat of age Is of some concern to her bec ause she 

wears makeup before going to bed. It might be significan t or just 

coincidence also that Martha Graham is hardest on the young est members 

of the company, Ethel and Duggy. The company girls mentio ned several 

times that they could not understand why these girls were n ot given a 

break as they were technically well advanced. It seem s reasonable 
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that the element of personality of the director has somet hing to do 

with It. All of the girls think the world of Martha, but as bud ding 

artists they are critical of some of her methods which th ey suspect 

may be a bit passe for this generation. It ! s the age old situation 

of youthful enthusiasm versus mature experience. I certai nly am 

learning things about danolng "politics" these  days it  I 'm glad that 

Yuriko Just goes along without getting complicated too much  in all of 

these things. She said last night that they may not go to Europe after 

all as they have not heard any more about the plans from  the State De-

partment. I think that it would be nice if she could make an European 

tour even though I would miss her so much* It's an opport unity which 

few people would get* 

Yuriko kept me awake late because she wanted to know how 

passionate I would be towards her 50 years from now, and sh e wouldn't 

allow me to sleep until I gave a satisfactory answer so that's why I 

feel sort of drowsy today* It is snowing outside again so I will have 

to remain Indoors* She scolded me for going for a walk down  in the 

Bowery yesterday when it was so cold because she said th at I got ill 

too easily. It's nice to have someone so concerned over my  welfare. 

8 February. 1947. Saturday 

It got warmer yesterday afternoon so I sneaked out of the house 

despite Yuriko's orders to take a walk in the snow and mall th e rail-

way express package to Tom with my Army coat as he recent ly wrote and 

said that they were having an extremely severe winter in Chicago. 

It really hasn't been too bad in NYC as this Is the first real cold 

spell that we have had here this winter. I must have walked for 

miles. There was a lot of excitement down near the bowery a s a police 
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station car had to pick up a homeless man who had frozen to death from 

exposure. A passerby said that "the bum got drunk and fel l asleep in 

a doorway and it froze the breath right out of him, but p ermanently." 

Nobody seemed much conoerned, Just curious. What a terri ble way to 

end life, a useless nonenlty, cast aside like a dead oat f ound in the 

streets. I bet when he was born, his mother thought tha t he might 

even be president. Yuriko asked if it were the individu als or society's 

fault that a man ended up In the bowery flophouses. I woul d tend to 

blame the environment more since it is Influential in s haping one's 

personality, and, thus, it is directly society's fault th at so many 

thousands in one city alone cannot be absorbed Into a mean ingful situ-

ation. If civilization is increasingly going to do that to citizens, 

then it becomes a frightful Frankenstein. 

Afterwards I wandered for blocks through Greenwich Vill age, look-

ing in the windows of curio shops. I saw an antique mas k in one 

window which looked exactly like the lifeless face of the dead man. 

Suddenly I got very tired and depressed so I went to see a ps ychological 

film, "The Dark Mirror." It was dark when I got out so I hur ried home 

in order to prepare dinner for Yuriko so that she would no t have to 

wait as I knew that she would be very tired. Home is such a nice 

place to be in when it is adorned with a person like her. I was very 

surprised to find her already home, busily sewing, and sudd enly my 

spirits were elevated and it felt nice to be so alive and h appy. 

Yuriko said that it wqs so confused around the studio tha t she came 

home to sew her costumes. It seems that at the last minu te, Martha 

Graham suddenly discovered that many of the costumes had to be refitted 

and remade because so many new girls came into the costum e and the 
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regular seamstress hired to do the work oould not handle i t* 

Since there was a pressure for time, all the girls have pitc hed in 

to do their own, grumbling like hell in the meantlme. Nerve s frayed 

and all that stuff. Yurlko said that Martha had to put al l of the 

pins in herself and give final approval and there was ju st too much 

work for her. Yurlko seems to have her costumes under co ntrol, and 

she is now engaged in making a jacket for one of the male company 

members--Rhoda was supposed to do it for $20, but she got  too piled 

up with other things. (Thoda still has not solved her hou sing 

problems; she is staying with Jean right now, and finishin g up those 

costumes she started before she went to Detroit. She coo ks for Lamar. 

He is going to school and still trying to get Into the theat rical 

field. They haven f t been over here at all; we think that L. resents 

us because he believes that we played a dirty trick on R. f or forcing 

her to move out. Ethel says that they should be grateful t hat we put 

up with it as long as we did; she only had R. with her for one week 

before deciding that it would not work out.) 

I think that the company girls should get paid for doing al l 

that sewing. They think so too, but they will not speak up. Of 

course, it has to be viewed from their angle too as these girl s really 

are Intensely absorbed in their dancing and all of thes e oonfused 

periods are a part of it. Yurlko seems to be driving hers elf un-

mercifully, but she hasn't been tempermental in the lea st. In fact, 

she comes home and apologizes because she doesn't have the time to 

do the oooklng for me. "But my nose is way up in the air  because all 

of the girls say that I am so lucky to have such a human g uy for a 

husband and because you make delicious sandwiches," sh e adds as 



22 February, 1947 2244. 

consolation  I  I don't know how I am going to get to see her perform 

in the various pieces during the New Yorfc showing as a the t ickets 

are so expensive. I've never seen her dance with the com pany yet, 

but I know she Is good because all of the other girls tell me a bout 

it. I found out the reason why Yurlko advocated the use of t he leg-

less costumes: she has shapely legs and a good figure wher eas some 

of the other girls are built more along "ballet dancers" pr oportions 

from the waist down  I 

Ethel came to help sew and have dinner with us last night  so I 

cooked while they madly stitched a hem or something. I don't under-

stand all of that sewing terminology, but I bet I learn ho w to use 

the sewing machine before I am married much longer 1. Ethel is very 

depressed about the company politics as it seems that she did not get 

the good parts which everyone thought she should have. Y urlko said 

that Paul was making her bitter about it because he was alway s 

stressing the financial angles. He told Ethel that sinc e Martha was 

going to retire soon, he would like to buy the name and oper ate the 

studlo|on a sound business basis. Ethel has personal probl ems which 

disturb her too. Her New England family are happy right no w as a 

sister is getting married, so Ethel Just oan't bring hers elf to tell 

them that she plans to "marry a Chinese' 1 as It would shook their 

Boston dignity no end. However, Ethel believes that she wil l marry 

Paul after June. He wants to take her to China and start a ho me 

there as he has many business connections. They seem to fe el that 

it would solve the "social" question if they went to the O rient. 

I don't think that will be any easier on Ethel as there wil l be ex-

treme cultural adjustments to make. There Isn't any re ason why the 
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couldn't make out In NYC as her family would quickly accept the fac 

after the Initial sense of false outrage. Apparently, the Puritan 

viewpoint is that Kipling's statement that East is East an d West is 

West and the twain shall never meet is the proper attitude. 

The girls had to rehearse again in the evening* I went up t o 

the studio but Martha said that they had left before 11:0 0. The 

girls went to Shrafft's to have ice cream and take up a col lection 

for one of the former company members who Just had a bab y. Yurlko 

kept telling them that I was waiting, but the girls encourag ed her to 

be independent and said that a few more minutes of separ ation would 

heighten our appreciation for each other. Yurlko worrie s while at 

the studio that I am running around exposed in the house a nd I might 

catch cold if she is not here to look after  me I  We have been very 

tender with each other during the past week because the t ime of her 

tour is close at hand. She wants me to meet her at Penn stat ion 

after they come back from the Hempstead, Long Island, open ing as 

there will be time before they leave for Pittsburg. She said  we could 

have coffee and "have our first practice reunion as it wil l be about 

two weeks before I see her again! 

It snowed violently after midnight last night and when we woke 

up this morning, a winter record of snowfall was piled up on  the 

ground almost knee deep. It didn't let up until about no on. Most 

transportation facilities were tied up, and there were hundreds of 

men around the streets here with their shovels to clea r off the 

choked up streets. The temperature dropped down to 15 degre es too. 

After lunch, the sun was shining so I decided to take a wal k down to 

the shopping district on the Avenue of the Americas. By t he time I 

got finished I had spent $1 more than our weekly budget. But I 
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wanted to have a nice dinner for Yurlko because she Is goin g on tour. 

We won't be together for our fifth month wedding anniv ersary which 

Is also Valentine'8 Day, so I got candy and cards and fix ed up the 

table real fancy. The oven Is still temperamental so I didn't know 

If the 4 pound roast would come out right; I just cooked it by 

guessing. Yurlko was delayed In coming home so I just sat a round and 

wrung my hands as I was sure the dinner would be ruinedI Ho wever, 

she came home about 9 so I surprised her with a delicious me al. She 

was so hungry that she ate more than I did. Then we played oa rds and 

relaxed, talked over the day's events, read some papers, heated up 

the water for a hot bath. And so to bedl 

9 February. 1947. Sunday 

Very crisp and oold outside, but sunny. When we got up about 

9:00 this morning our windows were coated with Ice. Yurlko had to 

go to the studio early to supervise the extra seamstresses  with the 

costume fittings. A cab came down for her sewing machine, and  all 

of the girls have to work under pressure today In order to get things 

ready. They will rehearse most of the day. Yurlko is wondering when 

she is going to have the time to do some necessary shoppin g. Martha 

will only let them off Monday evening and they leave Tue sday. I was 

a bit Irritated this morning because Rhoda had not ret urned Yurlko's 

suitcase and I may have to go after it at the last minute . Yurlko 

said that she had to wash her hair, pack, do some washing  and she 

didn't know how she was going to do it when the pressur e at the studio 

was so heavy. Then she said that I must dress warmly and "e at hot 

food while I'm gone so I won't have to worry about you getti ng sick 

again." (I always forget to wear my bathrobe at breakfas t.) I made 
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a roast beef sandwich for her lunoh and some hot coffee. T hen I 

walked part of the way up to the studio with her so that I could buy 

more of the Sunday papers. It is so ungodly early yet that  I shall 

jump back into bed in a few minutes and stay there all day reading 

the papers. (And probably eat up the candy that I got for Yuriko 

yesterdayl) 

An article in yesterdays paper stated that Dillon Meyer ma de a 

report to Secretary of the Interior J.A. Krug about why th e mass 

evacuation was not necessary. The Times apparently d oes not realize 

that the Nisei has citizenship because it headlined the ar ticle that 

"Citizenship urged for U.S. Japanese" Implying that 110, 000 were 

involved. Meyer meant that citizenship should be allowed  for the 

Issel. He also urged the establishment of a commission to pass on 

claims for loss of property and "damage to the persons rem oved from 

their homes and business." Meyer charged that General Joh n DeWltt 

was "by no means free of racial feelings" when he order ed the evacua-

tion. Meyer stated that something had to be done since t he evacuation 

produced a "stigmatizing effect" and dealt a severe bl ow to the 

democratic faith of Nisei. The WRA "does not believe that a mass 

evacuation was ever Justified and it feels most strongly t hat the ex-

clusion orders remained in effect for months and perhap s for years 

after there was any real Justification. Claimed that 54, 000 evacuees 

did not return to the Coast, but that they had been absorb ed else-

where in the U.S. If there is ever any compensation, the J ACL will 

undoubtedly try to claim full credit because of its Antl Di scrimlnatloi 

Committee (with Mike Masaoka) lobbying in Washington now.  There are 

strong forces working for Justice in this country, and the  combined 

influence may accomplish the seemingly impossible. Fr om this point 

H H H H H H i mmm wmBrnrnrnrnHmmmmmmmmmm MmmmmmmmmmimmMM 
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of view, the volume by the Study may be quite influential a s it is 

the only real documentary evidence in existence right no w* That is 

why I cannot agree with Carey McWilliams concluding stat ement in last 

week's book review of the Times in which he sayss "The Spoil age is 

published at so late a date as to be completely without Influence 

(except perhaps as a post mortem commentary) upon the tr agic pattern 

of events with which It deals." Secretary of State Marsh all has also 

released statements through his secretary that the Ar my led the way 

in restoring citizenship rights to the Nisei "without mo ral support 

from civilians In the government•" What a lot of baloney ; so typical 

of brass hat arrogance  I  I still think that the policy was pushed 

down their throats by the government and Supreme Court decisions. 

10 February. 1947. Monday 

I went up to the studio last night and again this eveni ng while 

she made costumes. Yuriko had all of hers completed but she helped 

some of the other girls. The place was quite confused and the entire 

company was madly dashing around trying to get everythin g in order at 

the last minute. Even Isamu was there designing some thing s. He 

does the settings for the company. The dancing instructo r from 

Bennington College was helping the seamstresses, and th e fellows did 

the packing. I read and broke In Yuriko's and Martha's new  shoes. I 

met more of the company members. Not all of them are going on the 

road tour. Sasha, Stuart, Eric, Graham are the regular mal e members, 

and there are eight girls. Andora is not making the road tr ip but 

will be in the NYC show; she Just got through with an e ngagement at 

the Roxy theater. Pearl Lang quit "Carousel" In order to re join the 

oompany as she has a leading part this year. She has been w ith 

Martha for eight years although she is only around 25 y ears old. The 
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older members get priority In the lead parts, but Martha to ld Yurlkc 

that next year she would start getting more of a build up. Yurlko Is 

going Into the fourth season with the company and she had a l ead 

part In "Cave of the Heart" which will only be shown In NY C so that 

she has done very well. Apparently as a consolation Yurlko has been 

given quite a raise In salary. She will get $95 a week w hile on the 

road (covering expenses), and £85 In NYC. The company will get paid 

for six weeks according to the contract so that the seaso n may be 

extended after they finish the NYC show. Yurlko is now o ne of the 

best paid of the regular members who have supporting parts . She 

thought that Martha gave her the raise because she has been doing a 

lot of extra work on costume making and she couldn't und erstand it, 

but she was being modest. She still does not know if she w ill remain 

with the company next season because she can get offers t o go into 

Broadway musicals, but now that Martha has definitely tol d her that 

she will be groomed for larger parts, she thinks that s he may stay. 

Yurlko also said that she had an offer to go to Hawaii to teac h and 

perform next summer, but she is not seriously thinking about that yet. 

She doesn't know If she will do the "Green Mansions" part for the 

Chicago Ballet Co. of not. Yurlko says that she doesn't pa rticularly 

care to go commercial, and she enjoys the Graham company a great deal 

and feels that she still has a great deal to learn from M artha. 

Martha apparently wants to keep her on so that's why s he was told 

about next year's buildup. According to the other company  girls, 

Martha is very secretative about her pal plans and never tel ls them 

what Is going to happen so that they are much more insec ure. 

I talked for a while with Pearl and concluded that the other 

girls were correct in their analysis of her. Pearl Is a v ery 
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attractive girl, about the best looker In the company, and  she know, 

it. But she Is not warm In personality like them« She act s very 

conceited and expected me to tell her how pretty she is- -Yurlko said 

that every fellow Invariably does that. Pearl Is origina lly from 

Chicago« The girls have complained that she is too sel fish and 

aggressive in her dancing. None of them wanted to room with her while 

on tour so that Pearl will have one of the female orchestr a members. 

Ethel said that Pearl was a very good dancer, but she felt t hat she 

agreed with the other girls that Yuriko was much more ac complished. 

Yurlko always puts in a good word for anyone who is talk ed against, 

and she told me the reason why she did was because she rea lized that 

these personal feelings were only temporary and she didn 't like to 

see the company split up by tensions. From what I saw, the gi rls all 

seemed to get along very well. This is the first tour for Na tanya and 

Helen and they were quite flustered because they were ha ving a great 

deal of trouble with their sewing so that Yuriko helped th em out. 

She was about the calmest person about the place. Apparent ly, she 

is the best seamstress as there was a great demand for he r services. 

She was helping Martha with her costume most of the time . 

The girls were all saddened to hear that Marjorie 1s daughter 

was tragically killed in an accident today. MarJorie is pregnant 

again so she dropped out of the company for the season. Her husband 

is doodle Quthrie. the ballad singer. She phoned the stu dio and said 

that she left her four year old daughter in the apartment for about 

three minutes to get a newspaper. A passing high school boy  saw 

smoke coming out of the apartment so he went in and discove red the 

girl all aflame. The neighbors rushed the girl to the ho spital but 

she died. Yuriko said that they were rehearsing "Death and Entrance 11 
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when they got the news and they were all very depressed:  n we suddenly 

realized how close we actually felt to one another and felt g uilty 

for talking about some of the oompany members behind the ir backs 

because friends mean a lot to us and we all do feel close  to one 

another In the company; It was just like a personal loss  to us to 

hear this shocking news." It flashed Into our minds how close we 

were together, too, so we were very tender to each other a ll day 

long. I don't know what I would do If anything ever happ ened to 

Yurlko. She must have had the same thing In her mind becaus e she 

gave me special Instructions not to get 111 In any way wh ile she was 

on tour. Tomorrow afternoon, she will be leaving and It Is going to 

be hard on me not to see her cheerful face around for two we eks. The 

girls at the studio understand how Yurlko feels so they do  not tease 

her: "They wait till a oouple are married for a few years  and more 

used to eaoh other," she says. I'm glad that Yurlko Is so well liked 

by everyone; It confirms ray belief that she Is a very spec ial person. 

Dorothy Douglas (Duggey) Is about the most Intelligent g irl In 

the company, an amazing personality, very human, socia l minded and 

progressive. She graduated from Bennington College an d expected to 

become a writer, but got Into dancing Instead* Her father I s a Prof, 

at the U. of Chicago and he was In the Marines during the  war. Duggey 

said that her father probably could have had a good chance  to be 

elected to the mayoralty of Chicago If "he had not become s o reaction-

ary minded In recent years." Her mother also has been In pol itics. 

(It may be her stepmother—she was In Congress.) Duggey Is  a con-

firmed reader of PM newspaper, vitally Interested In s oolal problems. 

We had quite a talk on whether the subway fare should be raised. Some 

of the other girls felt that It should because "after a ll, It Is a 
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business like anything else and has to make its profits. 11 Duggey and 

I took the position that it was a public service just like street 

lights and that the poor should not be soaked just so that the real 

estate taxes c6uld be lowered. Raising the fare would n ot improve the 

service or reduce the debt because the money gained w ould automatically 

go into lowering real estate taxes. NYC is one of the few cit ies with 

a 5 oent fare and it should remain that way. Most of the cit y news* 

papers are supporting the real estate oompanles and In terests so that 

a red smear campaign has been started to question the lo yalty of those 

groups who are fighting for the 5 cent fare. The Mayor appa rently is 

smart enough to realize that the vast majority of citize ns do not 

want the raise so that It probably will not go through this  time. 

Duggey was a bit dismayed at the present state of reactiona ry 

politics, citing the Georgia dictatorship, the rising na tionalism of 

all oountries, McKeller's red baiting of Lllienthal as head of the 

Atom Control Board, growing trends towards isolationism , and so 

forth. 

This is our last evening together for two weeks, and I only  got 

part of it with Yuriko. After we came back from the studi o, we Just 

sat and talked for a while. Yuriko aoted light hearted, an d she 

fussed over me so muoh and made extravagant claims about h ow well 

suited we were to each other because of my personal qual ities. 

Then both of us began to feel a bit sad about "our first  separation 11 

and Yuriko got tears in her eyes. I kept telling her that It w ould 

only be for a short time, and that a vacation away from me was good 

for her beoause I would not be able to take her for granted i f I got 

too used to having her around. I never felt this way tow ards anyone 
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before, but then I have never been this close to anyone eit her. I 

can understand now why those guys used to get so lonesome fo r their 

wives when we were in basic training in the Army. I ma de a special 

dinner for Yurlko and she had to tell everyone about it. I t's nice to 

have Y someone so wonderful build you up! I think that Yurlk o is 

trying to make the single girls envious of her because s he used to 

argue against marriage In the same way they do now. Ah lo ve, it's 

wonderful1! 

11 February. 1947. 5|00 p.m. 

Yuriko is on the first leg of her tour, and I feel so alone a nd 

lonesome already! The company finally got off In one pi ece after a 

rather hectic last minute confusion, and I think that I fe el as tired 

as anyone of them because of worrying over Yuriko. I hav e been trying 

to make her take things easier so that she wouldn't be to o exhausted 

to start out with, but she Just drove herself relentlessl y. There 

was supposed to be a last minute rehearsal with the orchest ra this 

morning but I wouldn't let Yuriko get up to go. Everyone mu st have 

been exhausted because Duggey was the only one to show up. Y urlko 

didn't protest too much as she wqs tired and she had an exc use. We 

Just relaxed in bed all morning saying goodbye. Yuriko fill s me with 

such an electric current of excitement when she pretends  she is a 

demure newlywed. She said that when we have our first chi ld, she was 

going to name it "passionate" after me! How can I help I t when she 

bends towards me, brushes her soft hair in my face, whispe rs endearing 

things which sets me aflame! 

^ Suddenly, Yurlko Jumps out of bed, exclaiming, "Oh, my gosh , I 

have to pack yet and take,bath." So we hurried through with t he late 

breakfast and I puttered around helping her get her grip p acked. She 



11 February, 1947 2228 

only took a light suitcase, expertly and neatly packed wit h so many 

things. I thought that she would forget to take things in her haste, 

but she went about it very methodically and didn't over look a thing, 

teaslngly reproaching me with "You thought I was a rattle b rain and 

you didn't trust me, huh?" Yurlko Just makes me melt beca use she has 

such a child-like innocence and steadfastness at the bot tom of her 

heart. She gives me so much* Every few minutes, she would in terrupt 

her packing to come over and kiss me tenderly and tell me not  to 

worry and look after myself. 

After she got all ready, we went up to the studio to pick  up her 

sewing machine and bring it home. On the way we passed  a bookstore 

so she insisted upon dragging me in to buy me a "valentine present 11 

of a book. We rummaged around and she selected Dos Passos "TJSA" and 

Alexandre Kuprln "Yama-the Pit" for me and told me to "ta ke it easy 

and read all you want while I am gone and don't do any work because 

I am going to send home at least $25 a week for us to save and that 

will be enough for next month with your 01 allowance." Then  she told 

me to buy a steak on Valentine*  s  Day, the 14 is also our fifth month's 

anniversary, and "eat it Juicily and think about me at exac tly 8:00p.m 

We browsed laughingly through an old book on what every yo ung girl 

should know. Yurlko smiled and said, "When I was a gir l In Japan, 

nobody x told me these things, I got so scared when I had  my first 

menstruation. My teacher finally told me that I was a wo man now, and 

that I should be very careful and not do anything bad. I d idn't know 

what she was talking about because in Japan high schools st udents 

hardly even hold hands. It scared me when my teacher said tha t after 

menstruation, some women go crazy and do funny things. I didn't have 

the slightest idea of what she meant 
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We went up to Penn station about four, and put her sultoase I n 

a locker. I am going to meet her at 1:12 a.m. as she will h ave two 

hours between trains. Paul was at the station to see Yurlk o and 

Ethel off, and after the girls left, he casually mentioned that he 

was going to Philadelphia on business and he would be see ing Ethel 

there during the two days the company performed there. He suggested 

that I go too. Such a thought never occurred to me, but It Is 

financially Impossible. It would be too expensive to get  a hotel 

room, and have meals there for three days. I have been try ing to 

get by on my GI allowance because I don't like to spend Yu rlko's 

money. I wish that Paul hadn't put the seed of the though t Into my 

mind, but It Is just Impossible. It Is at times like thi s that I 

wish I was more business minded and had money enough so th at trips 

out of town wouldn't be a matter for second thought. How ever, I 

shall be practical and dismiss the Idea* 

The apartment here seems to be quiet without Yurlko aroun d. It 

seems to grow Into a solid quiet. I am lonesome, and there I s no 

doubt about  it I  I was going to visit friends after I left the 

station, but I didn't feel in the mood. And, I don't eve n feel 

hungry! It will be nice to see Yurlko at  Is 15.  She didn't want me 

to come at first as she thought that it would be too late fo r me, but 

then she said that "It would be nice to see you if you did co me." 

Fortunately, or unfortunately, I don't have to think a bout getting up 

early in the morning to go to work so it won't be any tro uble for me 

to go see Yurlko. I won't be seeing her again until the 23 rd of the 

month. I should be hearing from Columbia by then; I'm gett ing a bit 

anxious and worried about my application acceptance. I st ill don't 

know what my plans will be in case I cannot get admitted. I have 
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I have been so preoccupied with Yurlko since coming to NYC  that I 

haven't had time to think of much else, but some kind of de finite 

action Is called for In the next few weeks* I'm just h oping that 

there will be room in the graduate school for me, and it wil l be quite 

a blow if this hope is not realized. I hardly think tha t I will ever 

go back to finish up the M.A. if I don't get started pret ty soon* I 

can't think much about this right now when I have Yurlko s o much on 

my mind. I feel so sorry for myself—my meals will be so soli tary, 

the house will seem empty, the bed will be cold, everything w ill be so 

quiet* By the time Yurlko gets back from tour, I will have p lenty of 

time to think over how much I appreciate her* I should be deve loping 

outside social contacts while she Is gone, but I can't be thinking 

about that now* Everything has been revolving around her f or the 

past weeks; I think that she has been affected in the sam e way too* 

12 February, 1947. Wednesday (Lincoln's birthday) 

I got so lonesome in the house last night that I escaped  to 

the movies to pass the time until I could go up to Penn stati on* I 

saw "Dr. Mabuae" a frenoh film* It ended around 11:30 so I walked 

all the way uptown, forgetting about Yurlko's orders for me not to go 

for long walks when it is so cold* I was lost in my own though ts most 

of the way so I didn't notice the weather at all. Around 23rd Street 

an old man asked me for money to eat* I usually do not give  to street 

beggars anymore, but this time I felt that I was so muc h more fortun-

ate because I had a home and Yurlko so I gave him some cha nge and 

oontlnued on up to the station. I was there a bit after m idnight so 

I bought a paper to read in the waiting room until  Is 15.  However, 

Yurlko and Ethel came In on an earlier train and they c aught me by 
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surprise. They said that the performance had gone over very well 

but complained about the small stage. They hadn't eaten a thing 

since leaving NYC as there were no restaurants open on the  college In 

Hempstead. We waited for Paul and he suggested that we go t o the 

China Clipper for a big meal so we took a cab up there. 

While eating, Paul again brought up the subject of going to 

Philadelphia. Yuriko was all for it and she urged me to come , but 

when I whispered to her that it was not economically pr actical because 

of my depleted status, she said she had to spend money anyw ay so 

that I could spend three days there "on much less than $3 0. 11 I began 

to waver, and figure out in my head that I had  f 15  left of my allow-

ance and $7.00 for food money so that It wouldn't be so much  extra, 

but decided that it still was not advisable. I wished t hat Paul had 

not dsaldsd  fefea  even mentioned'the possibility to make me filled with 

doubts and hopes. Yuriko then said that if I came, it w ould cut down 

the time for seeing her again In half, and I began to weaken . Finally 

she said that it would be up to me and I could decide either way. I 

told her that I loved her very much, but I didn't think It w as wise 

because we hadn't been balancing our budget so far and  this was an 

extra expense. Then her face fell, and I saw that she woul dn't enjoy 

her late dinner so I told her that I would give my final ans wer after 

we finished eating. She took this as a "no" answer and so sh e gave 

the clincher, "But it would be nice for us to go to a hote l and 

register 'Mr. and Mrs.' for the first time, and it would be our secon< 

honeymoon, and it would be nice to spend our fifth month anniversary 

together, so I think we oould be impractical. But I leave it up to 

you." By this time, I began to see how nice It would be to be 

Impractical so I said I would go. So Yuriko sent me a tele gram from 

Pittsburg today to meet her at the Sylvania Hotel in Ph iladelphia 
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tomorrowI Already I am looking forward to a reunion with her. I 

saw her off at the train at 3:00 a.m. last night, tucke d her in her 

pullman lower berth, and talked with her until tralntlme . Yuriko was 

so happy that I was coming to Philadelphia that she had to tell all 

the company members who came into the Pullman  I  It will be worth the 

cost Just to be with her and I can't argue against her lo gic of the 

second honeymoon because it is love. 

So today I have been getting things together for the t hree day 

trip, mainly getting money together. My 01 oheck arrived  Just in 

time this afternoon--it was supposed to be used for the  gas and 

electric bill next month! I didn't get to bed until abo ut 5:00 a.m. 

so I slept all morning. It w is a happy turn of events though , and 

nice to think about being with Yuriko. She will be very b usy, but 

has Thurs. night off if they do not rehearse so we made a date. 

13 February. 1947. Thursday (Philadelphia) 

Even the warm spring-like weather cooperated to make ever ything 

nice for us. I left NYC on the 3:00 p.m. train and enjoye d the two-

hour trip down here immensely—the first trip I've taken as a com-¡1 V 

plete civilian. When I got to the Sylvania Hotel^ Yuriko  had not 
\ 

registered yet as her train was delayed from Pittsburg so I took a 

8troll down Broad St. and looked at the people And sights- -they are 

no different from any other city. 
When Yuriko finally arrived, we registered¡tith great ce remony 

i 
at the desk as "Mr. and Mrs." (Yuriko thought m^ybe that w e had to 

IP 
have our marriage certificate  I).  We have a rather nice room in the 

. \ 

hotel here and the service is fine. I shall enjoy it until my money 

runs out. It's a lot different from travelling as a 01 be cause it's 

so much costilier'. But I'm glad that I did come down for t his 

( 
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"reunion" with Yurlko. She has been In a very romantic m ood all 

evening. She said that the Pittsburg performance went over  very well 

and they had a capacity audience. However, she didn f t think much of 

the olty because it was so smoky and dirty. After we got cl eaned up 

we roamed around for a place to eat. We decided not to g o with the 

other company members because a big group is always Incon venient when 

trying to make decisions, and Yuriko wanted to make the m ost of the 

"date" on her evening off. 

We finally looated a quaint Greek restaurant, the "Acrop olis" 

on Locust Street so we went in to try the food. It was an ex cellent 

choice as the place was clean, the service good, and the fo od very 

tasty. We finished the meal with Greek pastry and coffee.  I told 
• .arv» 

Yurlko that the people who lived in Asia Minor told fortune s from 

the coffee marks after the cup was turned down. She di dn't believe 

that an Armenian woman had done it for me up in Boston. Our waiter 

came over and he read Yurlko's fortune: "You are very mu ch in lovej 

you are on a railroad trip now; you don't have money but you like to 

spend it; you don't have any worries; you make Instant decisions and 

so forth." Yuriko was very surprised when he went on to  say that I 

was more conservative, etc. She wondered how he guessed so many 

things correctly. I said that he over-heard part of our co nversation 

during dinner, he got a picture of our personality, and he knew we 

were out of towners so he put two and two together. Yurik o says, "I 

know that, but it is more romantic to think we have had ou r fortunes 

told by a waiter in a Greek restaurant!" 

After dinner we wandered down Market Street and went to see a 

sentimental, escapist,  but fairly enjoyable film—"It's a Wonderful 

Life"— because the name of it coincided with our mood. Yuri ko said 
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that the company member« tease her because she is so much  in love 

and "always celebrating some kind of an anniversary." I 'd chase her 

all over the country if I had the money. It's nice to be  impractical 

and come here for three days. We have made an agreement t hat I will 

spend my money up first because I don't want her to be usin g up her 

hard-earned money on me. I guess I worry about this a bit too  much 

(masculine ego) but Yurlko said tonight, "Don't think of th ose things 

because I got so much more than money can buy—I have real l ove," 

There Just isn't any argument against a watertight lo gic like that'.i 

Yurlko will be here until Sunday when the company goes to W ashing 

ton. They will commute back to Baltimore for the show Monda y nite. 

It's so nice to be able to cut in half the time I will see her b ack 

in NYC again. Yurlko says that this part of the tour is mo re like a 

honeymoon for her than work. 

14 February. 1947. Friday. 12:00 noon 

I've been Msurely enjoying hotel life this morning. Yurl ko 

went to a rehearsal about an hour ago—they forgot to inf orm her that 

it was scheduled for 10:00 a.m. The company will be perf orming in the 

huge Academy of Musio hall where all the concerts and operas are 

given. In a little while Yurlko will phone so that we can go to 

lunch together. I Just got dressed after leisurely going  thru the 

papers—such a lazy life  I  The tempo of Phila. city life is slow so 

that it must be catching. I had a very good nights slee p but I still 

feel tired. The chambermaid probably resents me as she wa nts to get 

in here to clean up. 

Later; After lunch at the Hamburger Haven, I went with Yu rlko to the 

Academy of Music and watched the company rehearse with t he orchestra 

in the huge concert hall all afternoon. Counting the musi cians, the 
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personnel of the company Is very large. The girls had to do  some last 

minute sewing so I helped hold the skirts. They don't have  any 

Inhibitions about dressing and undressing In front of me—all except 

Helen, the pianist. Helen M. said that Helen L. was so shy th at she 

even chased all the girls out of the dressing room when she w ent to 

the bathroom. Helen L. Is an older girl, seems to find her s ecurity 

in clinging to Martha Graham. She is single, plain lookin g, extremely 

nervous, has a phobia about cleanliness. Sounds like de finite 

neurotic symptoms, severe. The other girls of the compan y are more 

normal. Met May O'Donnell's husband. He commutes from Washington 

and is now preparing to go overseas for the gov ! t. The rest of the 

girls in the company are single. They all get along well tog ether, 

and seem to have a mutual dislike for Pearl who has "selfis h 'star' 

attitudes" she got from 'Carousel' while playing on Bro adway. 

Angle gave Yurlko a 2-lb. box of candy "for not letting yo u know about 

the rehearsal this morning." Yurlko said that she helped A ngle a lot 

and this was her way of expressing appreciation for the free dancing 

lessons. All the girls ate the candy because they were so  rushed 

that they didn't have time to go out and get adequate me als. 

Helen MacGehee, Yurlko and I went to a Spanish restaurant for 

dinner and we had a nice meal there. Afterwards we retur ned to the 

theater and Don gave me a $3.90 orchestra ticket for the pe rformance. 

They put on "Appalachian Spring," "Letter to the World," and "Every 

Soul is a Circus." Duggy briefed me on these dances so I wa s able to 

appreciate them much better. I thought that they were bea utifully 

presented to the large audience. Yurlko was wonderful to watch, very 

graceful and lithe, easily noticed because of her dark hair and 

Eurasian features (with the makeup). Ethel, Helen. Nat anya. Pearl, 



14 February, 1947 2236 

May, Duggy, Angle, Eric, Graham, Stewart and Lasha all  did their 

parts excellently. I saw how difficult it was while watchin g them 

rehearse with the orchestra« Martha was outstanding and It Is amaz-

ing that a woman of her age can dance so superbly. She Is re cognized 

as the greatest of the modern dancers, a well-deserved tri bute. 

After the performance, we went to eat again. One more day In 

Philadelphia. Yurlko keeps on telling me how happy she Is th at I 

came down, and I have been enjoying myself observing th e functioning 

of a large dance company from the inside. It seems that th ere are 

just as many stagehands and wardrobe mistresses as perf ormers, 

16 February, 1947. Saturday 

We had a rather tiring day today, although it was harder  on 

Yurlko than me, I just stood by and waited. There was a  rehearsal 

for the company this morning, and they only had about a half h our for 

lunch, I met Yurlko, Paul, Helen at the lunchroom and had a combina-

tion breakfast-lunch. The signals got crossed because no t all the 

company showed up for the rehearsal, and the orchestra went ahead 

anyway, I went down to listen to the jazz concert in the main hall, 

such an enthusiastic mob was there to listen to the musici ans 

practically blow their heads off. It was quite a contrast t o the 

soft smooth music of Louis Horst 1s p hepcatsl We ate half a dinner 

and then went back to the theater early because Yurlko h ad to do some 

last minute sewing for Martha's costume, 

I thought that the program this evening was much better th an the 

first one, I watched half of It from the wings and the rest from out 

front as Yurlko was not in the last number, "Punch and Judy. " She 

said that Eric was a perfectionist in everything, and he s ort of 

talked Martha into leaving her out of the part Of Child "because it 

� 
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was not technically correct to have me 9 an oriental child, as the 

offspring of Caucasians. 11 Ethel got the part and she did extremely 

well in it, Yuriio said that since then, Martha has had mo re confi-

dence in her and last season she played the part of the young child 

in "Appalachian Spring" and it got good notices so that is why she 

plays the daughter in "Cave of the Heart" which premiere s in NYC. 

In tonight's performance Yuriko stood out in "Dark Meadow" and I 

heard many favorable comments in the lobby. The whole pro gram was 

better balanced than the first night I saw it and it was appl auded 

more generously by the larger audlenoe. 

After the show, some friend of Yuriko's came backstage a nd she 

brought two Nisei girls with her. Dorothy Campbell was at G ila for 

a short time and got to know Yuriko there. She has been t he social 

and recreational director at Seabrooks Farms for a coupl e of years now. 

The other two girls, Mrs. Tanlguchi and Relko also live th ere. We all 

went to eat Chinese food, and the three girls kept talki ng about Sea-

brooks Farms. Afterwards Yuriko mentioned that she was gl ad that she 

got away from "Japanese society" because those girls thi nk the whole 

world revolves around that Japanese colony at Seabrooks. W e felt like 

strangers when they kept talking about things which wer e so long past. 

The memory of the evacuation is still a vital part of their lives 

because they live in a colony of 2500 evacuees "in condit ions which 

are worse than camp," At first they were very defensive abo ut the 

place, but Dorothy Campbell began to tell about how the workers were 

exploited there. There isn't enough work to go around s o that it is 

doled out and Dorothy has to convince the employers that a  family of 

ten cannot live on $10 a week. She said that the barracks w ere worse 

than in camp, and they cooked in them besides. Relko added  that the 
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sanitary conditions were awful and they had to walk half  a block to 

the latrine "even in winter." Mrs. Tanlguchi felt that a lot of these 

people would go back to the coast and not remain ttere per manently, 

but she felt sorry for those who were trapped because they had no 

other place to go. She said that 500 evacuees were from Pe ru and 

sort of leased to the company there. The company owns  all of the 

stores. It sounded like an outdated slave plantation to  me. The 

last of the Crystal City repatrlants are also there, an d their main 

interest in life in the Japanese community there is the "engakai" 

(Japanese show). Dorothy felt that it was quite tragic to w atch a 

Japanese girl from Peru doing an Inoa dance at these sho ws. They know 

more Spanish than English. Peru won't have them back, the  U.S. 

doesn't want them, and Japan doesn't want any more people dumped on 

them so they are truly displaced people with no country of their own. 

Most of the residents of the community are evacuees from the Coast 

and I thought that it was rather significant when Reik o referred to 

them as "we J a p a n e s e T h e pattern of racial consciousness t here is 

quite strong because they feel rejection so strongly. Ye t at the time 

x the camps were closing, the WRA kept on dumping resettler s into 

Seabrooks as if It were the Utopia for them. I hardly think t hat any 

Nisei could live and work there for long without inher iting the 

defeatist psychology and strong racial consciousness whi ch Reiko and 

Mrs. Tanlguchi reflected. Even Dorothy had it and she Is a 

Caucasian. She said that many of the families there were th inking of 

returning to Los Angeles, but lately they have been thro wn Into great 

states of doubt and uncertainty because of the unfavora ble reports 

coming back from there telling about how disastrous the re -segregation 

of Little Tokyo has been economically. The Japanese can' t get back 
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into the produce business in large numbers, and the Nise i have been 

drifting into other fields like garment making* It seem s unemployment 

is growing, and they are losing the Negro market which they h ad in 

their stores at first. Dorothy said that the Seabrooks w orkers were 

without any financial backing so that many of them woul d have to 

remain on working at cheaper wages with steadily reduced h ours of em-

ployment. She said that she was getting tired fighting  against manage-

ment and considering moving on to some other work soon. She invited 

Yuri^o and I to come up "and see things for yourself." In spite of all 

they said about Seabrooks, Mrs. T. and Relko seem to find security In 

It and they act afraid of the outside like the resettier s who first 

came out of camp—when we first mentioned going Into the C hinese 

restaurant Mrs. T. and Relko were hesitant because they  felt that it 

was for Caucasians only and they preferred to go to China town but we 

said it was too far and it made no difference. Those girls o nly come 

out of Seabrooks for rare shopping sprees or for an occa sion like this. 

It certainly is a narrow world they live in and if they fi nd happiness 

in It they are welcome to go back to the ghettos of L.A. They kept on 

urging us to come to Seabrooks so we half committed ours elves, but I 

doubt if we find time to get around to It. They seem to fee l that every 

Nisei would Jump at a chance to get Into a Japanese com munity once more 

and "see an Engakal." Gads  i I 

Yuriko keeps on telling me how happy she has been beca use I came 

down, and she has been particularly tender to me tod ay. I Just don't 

see how she can put up with me, but I certainly do apprecia te Iti She 

certainly has changed my attitudes in a lot of respects be cause of what 

she is, and I feel so much that life is wonderful—Seabrooks or  no Sea-

brooks. I used to worry more about things like that, but now I think 
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I can see them more objectively and I think that my life Is b etter 

balanced. Yurlko certainly Is a stabilizing Institution !i Tomorrow 

morning she leaves for Washington and I won't see her for o ne week. 

Woe Is me  I 

21 February. 1947. Friday 

A terrific snow storm broke last night Just as I was leaving the 

house to go visit Warren so I had to turn back and seek the s afety of 

the apartment. It snowed violently all night, and accord ing to the 

reports, It was a record fall—some 11 Inches of w snow. On t op of 

that It was very cold last night although I felt cozy in bed reading 

a novel until the late hours. I discovered this morning t hat the pipes 

in the bathroom had frozen so I had no running water all d ay long. 

The water runs In the kitwhen fortunately. I don't know ho w long the 

pipes will be froze; it is the first time I have ever experi enced any-

thing like this. If it is prolonged, it will be a serio us matter. 

Although I haven't done a thing all day long except to d addle 

around a bit, I feel in very good spirits with the thoughts of Yurlko 

coming home day after tomorrow. I'm getting tired of eati ng all by 

myself and I don't feel muoh like visiting other people . I know that 

I should be getting over the first sweet taste of love and married life, 

but it is still much too pleasant to be thinking of expandi ng my social 

life! Everybody thinks we are such "lovebirds 11 but they are Just envious 

I think. The weeks absence by Yurlko makes me think about wh at a nice 

event she became in my life when we got married. What else  can I ask 

for? A good Job and security? Yes, that is a necessary e vil, I suppose, 

but I have neatly solved that by applying for school. I don' t know how 

I will adjust back into the academic life; it has been so  long since 

was a regular student and my heart doesn't seem to be fully in it 
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Maybe things will change once I get started back In class es. All the 

friends I knew on the campus are back In school and they see m to be 

more suited to the academic life than I—Tom, Jimmy, Warre n, Kenny. 

Jimmy Sakoda won some sort of a $2500 scholarship to do gr aduate work 

at Harvard. I was looking through some of my pre-war not es In con-

nection with the speech I am supposed to give this eveni ng, and it 

occurred to me that the so-called "radical 11 group on the Berkeley 

campus certainly were on the right track in view of what has happened. 

Tom Shlbutanl ! s report on the impact of the war showed a great deal of 

perspective from this distance even though it was rather  emotionally 

written. But being theoretical does not solve any problems , I have con-

cluded. The defeat of the WRA's fine objectives in the de spersal 

policies bears that out...it did not reckon enough with i ndividual 

human nature. The resettlers have rapidly gone back t o their segregated 

ways and it is the chief post-war development as it affe cts so many of 

the group. I still view it with apprehension and the basi s for a new 

segregated Japanese community is already an accomplished f act in such 

plaoes as Salt Lake, Denver, Chicago. Tally Yusa seems t o have found 

his place, being a big shot in a Japanese community with his Chicago 

Nisei courier. He claims that it has a circulation of over 2 000, and it 

sponsors Nisei festivals, sports, and many other segrega ted activities. 

I'm glad that I made the decision not to remain in Chicago bec ause 

sooner or later the type of "assimilation" which the Nis ei have developed 

there will hurt the individual. It's only value will be  for the consola-

tion of the frustrated, the opportunity for exploitat ion in business, 

and for sociological studies of "problems" by Interested  persons such a' 

Tom, who no doubt will write his Ph.D. thesis upon it. Tog o says, "it 

will not be long before they will be compelled to Insist that the Ni%i 
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'make the beat of it 1 as racial segregation appears to be an accomplished 

fact In Chicago's Near North Side." NYC at least has not d eteriorated 

that much altho there are forces trying to unify the re settiers Into 

a "racial colony*" 

22 February. 1947, Saturday 

Still freezing cold« The water pressure finally came b ack to 

the bathroom though, and it made things more convenient.  For a while 

I had to transport water from the kitchen to the bathroo m like a bucket 

brigade. I washed the accumulated pile of socks and did th e shopping 

for the weekend. Prices have gone way up again—it is partly  due to 

the cold wave which has stopped the importation of foodst uffs from other 

areas of the country. 1 I had to pay 20 oents for one anemic looking 

grapefruit but I think that I got gypped. 

Last night I went over to the American Labor Party Hall and  gave a 

talk before a small group of about 25 members of the Villa ge American 

Youth for Democracy chapter. Betty Ellison Introduced  me around and it 

was quite an ¿¿formal gathering. One of the boys had a bir thday and he 

brought a huge cake for refreshments. The group was di versified, ex-

tremely Intelligent, most of them under 25 years of age.  They have 

been politically active—next week they are going to vi sit the 

Republican ^ssemblymAn in order to ask him to support r ent controls and 

keep the prices of the food and meat down. One of the girl s said that 

he would not be very receptive since he owned a large ca ttle ranch up-

state. The group is also going to go up to Albany to advoca te for the 

elimination ¿f discrimination. They believe in a program of action and 

I was favorably Impressed. Betty E is a vivacious girl and she seems tc 

hold the grot̂ p together. Some of the other girls lo ok like the 

• • • • • • • » • m H H H ^ ^ n o H H m • m ^ H H I 
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frustrated old maid type. Betty's brother, Jack, was at t he meeting. 
/ 

He said that they had spent 22 months In the concentrati on camp In 

Hong Kong when they were detained by the Japanese and fi nally got to 

this country on the Orlpsholm. He said that he met some o f the repatri-

ates on the way to Japan so that he was very Interested In the evacua-

tion. The group received my talk well and they were most  curious about 

the Nisei. I only planned to talk about 20 minutes, but I continued on 

for it hours. They asked all sorts of questions. One of the fellows, 

Moe, said that he had fought In Spain and he knew one Nisei b oy who was 

fighting against Franco there but he was killed. The g roup wanted to 

know if the evacuation made the Nisei politically progre ssive, but I 

had to admit that only a small group could be counted in tha t category 

although many were passive supporters of liberal moveme nts. Betty said 

that their club had sent a note to the JACD inviting N isei to come and 

Join their activities but that there had been no respons e. The olub was 

very surprised to learn about some of the details of the evac uation 

and they didn't think that such a thing was possible. "Di dn't any of 

the progressive groups protest?" One of the club members sa id that he 

had always been under the impression that only Issel were interned and he 

didn't know that so many Nisei existed. I felt that the m eeting was 

successful in that 25 more people became acquainted with s ome of the 

Nisei problems In the U.S. After the meeting, there was a social hour 

and we just talked and got acquainted. They sang some labo r songs. 

One of the girls there said that she was a student at NYU an d she was 

very disturbed about the aoute situation in education thes e days. She 

felt that it was essential for more young people to have t he advantage 

of higher education and she said that the AYD was going t o promote it 

nationally. She felt that if a million more young people co uld get to 
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college, it would help to lessen the discrimination pra ctices and get 

them more politically conscious "because the post war col lege student 

is more aware of his citizenship responsibilities than t he pre-war one." 

The girl thought that the federal government should all eviate the 

problem by providing more housing, more classroom spaoe, greater 

financial aid, less red baiting of competent instructor s. "Making the 

ex-OI's go without haircuts will not solve the financial  problems," 

she concluded. 

Many times I have wondered if I would be a happier person if I 

Just forgot about "causes" and lived a "normal" life li ke so many of 

the indifferent population, and just be concerned with ma king a living 

and having a limited personal happiness. I don't delude mys elf that I 

can be effeotlve in oreatlng great changes. But does tha t mean that 

one should stop butting one's head against the stone wal l and just 

accept the status quo? That would be a horrible prospect , sort of 

living in a void. I guess that is not for me. This afternoon , I 

started to think about this matter in the lonely solitu de of this 

apartment and when I went out shopping and saw the busy p eople going 

about their lives with their problems of Just existing. I wondered if 

they were really happy. They didn't look downcast or f rustrated. It 

seems that the more one reads and thinks about "problems," the more 

disturbing it gets because nothing much can be done about  it immediately. 

However, I think that I would be even more dissatisfied if I lived In 

a limited ivory tower escapist environment. I suppose I a m not serious 

about wondering why I don't go out and get a little job and Jus t be 

contented with existing and being exploited and paying n o attention to 

what is going on about me. In a way, it is exciting to foll ow the 

general developments of the social and political life of th e country, 
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and the world and feel that in a small way I am a part of it. I know 

that it doesn't seem to make any difference what I thou ght about atomic 

control, liberal trends, racial problems, standards of li ving and so 

forth; but in the total picture it does add weight. The t rouble is 

that not enough people are willing to participate in a p rogram of action 

for the four freedoms, starting at the smallest local lev el. Then too, 

our society is so complex nowadays that it becomes increas ingly a 

dilemma for the modern man to keep track of things, and It is much 

easier to pursue the little life and the hell with the soc ial situation 

which develops for the new generation. This certainly seems to be the 

case in the present political trends of the oountry, with  growing con-

servative trends. Each step backwards is a denial of our promises for 

the post war world and an Indication of unwillingness t o assume wot*" 

responsibilities. No wonder other nations of the world, ps '̂ 

Russia, are so afraid of us. Russia has been made the ch ief 

protagonist slnoe the war's end, and altho that country I s not without 

fault, there is justification for its increasing suspic iousness of our 

world motives. It doesn't make much difference to the ord inary citizen 

because we feel too secure in our military might at prese nt with the 

control of the atom bomb, and they lazily conclude that the hysteria 

press is telling the whole truth. It is always easier t o blame the 

other guy. As a nation we are getting more and more like  the neurotic 

individual with paranoid tendencies who believes that e verybody Is 

wrong but him. It is a good thing that there are still consi derable 

numbers of liberal minded Individuals in the government  who have a 

wider perspective upon things. But for every Llllenthal we have ten 

McKeliars, Tafts, 0 f Daniel, Bilbos. It is frightening to think about 
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the prospects of getting more of these reactionaries in go vernment 

and allowing them to guide the destiny of the nation and t he world 

in the control of atomic energy. Ithink n^ indifference a bout going 

to register with the draft board again Is my protest agains t World 

War III. That was solved when the SF draft board sent me a ne w classi-

fication card unsolicited. 

I think that I pondered about one's role in life because I mi ss 

Yuriko so much. I certainly do not fulfill the obligations o f a 

husband by being such an ittle person. I'm Just contribut ing a thing 

to society these days; I Just sit around and enjoy my littl e world 

around her. We have talked over the problem of my future many times, 

and I know that Yuriko Is right when she says that I should fol low my 

ideals; but the trouble la that these beliefs are so indefin ite and 

sometimes I wonder Just exactly I stand. It conflicts with my desire 

to fulfill my duties towards Yuriko at times. I can't even su pport her 

now, and I can't even guarantee it even after I finish gra duate work. 

In the past months I've thought a lot about what kind of wo rk I am going 

to do—something which will really give me satisfaction. I do n't think 

that I would be happy about being a social case worker all th e time. It 

should be something which fits in with all of my academic I nterests, 

but that is a large order because work of that sort Is vag ue. I hav# 

been interested in the program of racial integration for a long time; 

but it would be frsutrating to Just sit around and talk about it. 

It has to fit into the wider problems of society, and ordin ary 
exactly 

social work doesn't/fit into this situation. The difficu lty is 

that there is no known solution for the integration (or segre-

gation) of ethnic minorities into a larger culture. I have 
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been very strong on the integration approach because It i s more in 

line with my thinking and experiences and belief in the "O n* World" 

idea. I still think that it oan work in a democracy, a real  one, 

but it beoomes much more complicated when one thinks of t he European 

and Asiatic minorities. (Majorities in the case of Asia.)  I can 

think about the definition of my soolal and economic rol e, but the 

job of achieving them is a horse of another colorI It woul d be so 

simple if we did not have the bigotry of "free enterprise" so closely 

identified with "democracy." Well, philosophers do say th at life 

is never completed, and I guess as long as optimism doe s not give way 

to despair there is hope. It doesn't solve my problem of ho w to make 

a living and still have it meaningful and with some degree  of satis-

faction, but it helps* It is so easy for one to hover on the edge of 

cynicism when one starts thinking about these things. I t hink that 

I have been rationalising because I have been so happy wi th marriage 

and this is such a new experience that I have to sooth my gui lty 

conscience  I  It's similar to the Pacific Citizen which runs Utopian 

editorials about how successfully the Nisei have been "m arried" to 

American life, but whose news stories of contemporary Ni sei life 

indicates that it is only an Illusion and that the real probl em of 

complete integration has only been scratched. In the same «ay, marriage 

to Yurlko seems to make my life complete because I am stil l in the 

olouds, but actually it is ohly a step, although a major o ne, to com-

plete integration of personality with all of its wider i mplications. 

There now, I have convinced myself that I am on the rig ht path so I 

shall go vl*it Saye now as I have been invited for dinner t his even* 

ingl I, 
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I didn't get home from my visit with Saye until almost 4:00 a.m. 

as we were Just gabbing away lightly. Saye has been in bed with some 

sort of ear trouble as her equilibrium is out of order and  she gets 

dizzy when she stands up. Her brother, Tokiji, was quit e alarmed when 

he heard that I was ooming because he didn't know how to oook 9 but 

Saye told him that I was an old hand at it. Itook over the small kitch-

en when I saw the situation and we had a desllclous roast be ef| the 

oven over there is much more satisfactory than  ours I  Tokljl is a mild 

mannered sort of individual, very gentle, considerable oriental 

mannerisms. He's not used to my more boisterous ways with D ee-dee, Wes 

Jr., as he believes that adults should keep their distanc e from chlldrez 

more. I guess Saye thought that Wes Jr. was getting too famil iar with 

adults because she made him address me as Mr. Rlkuchl inste ad of 

Charlie. Wes Jr. thinks of me as more of a contemporary as we  play 

games and talk about secret passwords for gangs and things like that. 

We both protested so Saye that It was too informal to be cal led Mr. 

so we oomprlsed and now he can call me Uncle  Charlie I  Wes Jr. has 

grown considerably since I saw him about six months ago. He acts 

like a normal boy, a bit too preooolous but not offensiv e. He must 

be gifted mentally as Saye was asked to take him to NYU for IQ tests. 

Saye worries a bit too much about "olass" in society, I'm a fraid. 

She thinks that Wes Jr. may get contaminated by the "deli nquents" from 

the ether side of Broadway, inferring that her side of th e street—the 

Riverside District—has a higher olass of people. Prom wh at I iee of 

the residents in her building and in the districts, they look like any 

other group of people to me with nothing to distinguish t hem as pluto-

cracy. Saye said that some of the "delinquents" had gang ed V<es Jr. 

and taken his wrist watch and stolen other things. So I gave Wes Jr. 
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a boxing lesson  I  I don't think he will get contaminated by the "dead 

end street" boys, as the level of parental supervision is i ntelligent 

and sound usually. A lot of our great men have come out of p oor sIum 

environments—at a struggle, of course. I was going to tell Wes Jr. 

how my gang used to swipe things, but Saye gave me a dirty l ook so I 

terminated by childhood tales and discussed the lofty an d moral topic 

of becoming a good boy scout instead. Dee-dee is almost nine now. 

Hell, most Nisei grew up in slum areas so Saye has no need t o become 

alarmed that her son will become a delinquent if he brushes s houlders 

with the boys "across the tracks" of Broadway. 

Tokujl has had 13 years of acculturation to the Orient so t hat 

he is not a talkative sort. It takes several meetings before the ice 

begins to thaw. Apparently it is not good manners in the O rient to 

reveal personal history even to friends, or the family. Tok lji did 
I 

mention that it was quite embarrassing for him to carry a sh opping bag 

when he first came back, but Saye said that he was willing and had the 

right attitude so that is main thing. She said that he made $ 350 

yen a month working for the Japanese textile company In the Shanghai 

offices as manager, and that he hobnobbed with the "aristo cracy," the 

upper crust, the top rice drawers. I don't see why it is ne cessary for 

her to apologize for his social and economic "downfall." It s ounds too 

much like the stories of the exiled Russian princes who had to soil 

their hands by being waiters in America after fortunes cr ashed. Saye 

said that her brother had servants to wait upon him in Japa n and China, 

emphasized how It cost her parents in Japan  $3000 a month just to eat, 

told about an older brother being married to the daughter of the general 

who was made a Baron for his success In the invasion of Manchu ria, and 
;  s  \ 

/ j \ \ 
I f\ \ 
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•o forth. It's a damn funny thing that to many of the Nisei tell that 

they practioally stem from the "nobility" of Japan. Ho« o ome their 

parents k immigrated to America for eoonomlo reasons the n? It's like 

Marlko and Alice who admit that Pop was a barber  n but of course" his 

father was a major of a town and Mom comes from Tokyo an d was a lady 

in waiting in the Royal Court* I suppose that It is a natur al tendenoy 

for an Insecure group to emphasize the glories of the past a nd our 

country is full of this sort of thing—Daughters of the A merican Revolu-

tlon, Descendants of the Mayflower and that sort of thing. People 
i  ,H 7> 

should be prouder of a common people heritage* At least *the^ proved 

their worth by honest toil and not by refleoted glory of so me ancestor, 
•  • - if  i 1 l t 

I guess Saye can't help It because she is holed up Iti tha t small 

apartment with a relatively drab life. Otherwise, she ,1s a\fine per-

son and I like her for her directness and honesty about  thlngsf in 
i ] If /  1 > -  A vi 

general. She probably overlooks my failings too—nobod y is perfect. 
I  •  A  -i \ 

(Except Yurlko, of course  I)  |3aye seems to be very settled in lifi 

now with her role 0f Mrs. Yamanaka, Oeorge is out in the ml dwept r  V  \ !  . llv „ 

chick-sexing again, but Saye wants him to study to be a docjtori Jt 

would spoil him I think beoause he is the easy going type  and not 

materially ambitious for prestige or anything else. He lo ves Saye and 

he has accepted W)bs Jr* completely so she should be happy with sucli 

an understanding person and allow him to work out his own economic 
| 11 

destiny. Saye said that her former husband, Wes, is sti ll hopeful 

that she wi l l  come back to hi m once more and he has never accepts' * 

fact of the fi nai  divorce;./  She sai d that he is l i vi ng wi th tY 

other girl who bore his child, but he still refuses to mak e 
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legal although they are man and wife to the outside world * Last 

Christmas he sent Saye an expensive gift and she said tha t she was glad 

that Yam was so understanding and did not create artifici al resentments, 

Saye said that Wes has never gotten over the Idea that he c ould gx? buy 

her back. In order not to hurt his feelings, she kept the swa nk cock-

tall purse he sent but returned the money enclosed In It. She feels 

that hereafter she can only accept things for the off spring. We had a 

long talk on marital adjustments and I think that I learn ed something... 

I shall praotloe it upon Yurlko to see If It Is validI Say e honored me 

by saying that I had the prime requisite for happy marital  adjustments  — 

maturity and understanding. She wants to give us a weddin g present. 

It made her laugh exceedingly when I told her that the reason I stopped 

staying overnight on innooent visits during the time I was in service 

was because of ugly rumors about it among certain Nisei an d I didn't 

want her to be falsely gossiped about. Saye said that the sam e ugly 

talk had started when an old family friend, a grandfathe r, stayed over 

for a while, and she was quite furious about this. She felt that it 

was part of the narrow minded psychology of the segregat ed Japanese 

towns on the Coast which was being perpetuated out here . Despite her 

comments about her relatives in Japan, Saye is extremely  Americanized \ 
n 

and she was displeased that the JACD was spending so m uch energy putting 

on plays in Japanese about Japan because she felt that a gr eater 

emphasis should be placed Into social and economic adjustm ents right 

here. However, Saye believed that Japan surrendered  x±k? with dignity 

and was honestly on the road to Democracy under the occ upation forces; 

but I thought that it was all superficial, and not very d ignified when 
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they crawled In hypocrisy. I didn't think  a  good basis for 

democracy could be accomplished when the economic top le vels were 

supported to the detriment of the masses, making It almo st Impossible 

for a real democratic spirit to be developed from within the people* 

Mildred Washington was In to visit for a while, but she spent all 

of her time whispering to Saye about her latest love and how she was 

afraid of a second marriage even though the fellow was pra ctically 

swooning all over the place. After she left, Saye said th at Mildred 

overdramatlzed things and she knew the fellow, who seem ed to be trying 

to avoid any entangling alliances. Mildred appeared to be  a psycho-

neurotic person, the frustrated type. She has two trust f unds to live 

on, pays $160 a month for upkeep of a home in New England wh ere she 

goes for the summer, and does not have to work as a secreta ry. She 

was going around with a oolored boy the last time I saw her. The 

trouble with her is that she is a spoiled pampered girl wh o has not 

succeeded In growing up and facing realities yet becau se It is so easy 

for her to run from place to place with her unearned Inc ome. A Nisei 

counterpart of Mildred is Connie N. Saye said that Connie had visited 

recently before leaving the city again, and she forward ed her regards 

to me, I first knew Connie In S,F. She was doing domestlo work up 

and down the coast, from Seattle to Los Angeles and back. She was cute, 

good jitterbug and popular with the boys, but could never g o steady 

because she was so flighty, Connie acted the part of an exhibitionist, 

but she really was most insecure with a strong sense of in feriority. 

She tried to compensate for this by trying to get into the l imelight. 

The only trouble was that all of her values were so sup erficial. She 

never did get affection because her mother rejected her a s a child and 
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put her in an orphanage. I met Connie in Chicago again in 19 43 and 

she was on the way to NYC to make her fortune. I saw her  again New 

Years 1946 and she was doing domestic work with Gloria S wanson. In 

between, she has been a waitress in Florida, cigarette girl in a night-

club in New Jersey, dancing in a Chinese chorus line in SF Chinatown. 

I don't know where she is headed for now. Connie is the type of girl 

who invites one to seduce her, but if one tries she gets mos t indignant. 

Thinks that men propositions her on Fifth Avenue. It must gi ve her 

some seourity to have men try and "make" her. She hated her  "father" 

(I think he is unknown to her) because she believes tha t he ruined her 

life and so she Is no doubt getting a feeling of revenge whe n she 

frsutrates the fellows she leads on. Despite her flightlnes s, I think 

she is pretty adventurous to be floating around the countr y doing so 

many things, but I bet extremely unhappy. 

I have been waiting all day for Yuriko but she has not turne d up 

yet. The storms must have delayed the trains. I'm gettin g mighty 

hungry but I have determined not to eat dinner until she c omes to we 

can have an appetizing reunion. I have missed her so much this past 

week, and I curse the storms for delaying her letters to  me I  She wrote 

from Norfolk, Va. that her hotel was next to the ocean an d the waves 

brought back sweet memories of Fort Hancock. She doesn' t seem to be 

getting enough rest on her hectic tour. Next week will be e qually 

exhausting as the company performs all week at the Zle gfeld theater 

here. 
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To my great Joy, Yurlko came bursting In vivaciously about 8 p.m. 

last night and this was an extremely happy occasion for t he two of us. 

As she followed me around and tenderly kissed me on every pretext, I 

felt that I was a very lucky guy to have such a nice  wife I  It was 

suoh a tender reunion, and I almost imagined myself a  romantic God, 

no less I  We were both so sentimental and full of love, and I was 

happy that she came back safe and sound. She announce d that she had 

left her snow boots in the Washington Hotel and expected t o be scolded 

for being so absent mindedi It's nice to be lovebirds. Yu rlko said 

that she missed me so much and it was enough to make me melt  when I saw 

those large salty teardrops roll out of the corners of her eyes as we 

embraced  I  Yurlko was pleased with the latest improvements about the 

apartment, but she said that she worried that I would get sick. 

She visualized "returning to a husband who was completel y exhausted 

and can't give me a passionate reunion because of loss of  energy." 

While on the train back, she said she fell asleep and dreamed that she 

got a box Of candy as a gift and that I was eating it5 sudden ly she 

woke up and there was a smile on her face and this embarrass ed her 

because she thought the other passengers saw her. "See how much I 

thought of you," she laughed. 

Yurlko said that the audiences in most of the southern citi es 

were large but not very demonstrative because they had ne ver seen 

modern dancing a la Graham before. However, they got a t remendous 

ovation In Lynchburg, and the papers were full of the event because 

Helen was a home town girl who made good In the city. "Ma rtha made 

Helen take a solo bow." In most of the southern cities, peo ple "look-

ed curiously at me because I guess they never saw any Ni sei girls." 
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At the time of the resettlement, people looked at the Nis ei girls in 

the same way, but these glances were interpreted as bein g antagonistic 

and unfriendly because of the feeling of insecurity whic h prevailed 

when leaving camp after an Interlude of confinement. Yur lko said that 

people were nice to her. When Duggy called her at the hote l, the 

operator kept asking how to pronounce the name and when it was correct-

ly repeated, the operator exclaimed "hot dogsl" 

This morning Yurlko had to get up early in order to go to the 

theater for rehearsals. She will try to get me tickets, but i t may 

be sold out. I went uptown In order to see the doctor about get ting a 

statement that I was in good health for the fulfillment o f the school 

requirements, but he was not in. However, it was not a wast ed journey 

as I browsed around some of the bookshops on the Avenue  of the Americas, 

and purchased four books at bargain rates. Then I walked down to the 

shopping district near us and looked around for food values like a busy 

housewife. I came home loaded down with things, and hal f of the weekly 

food budget has already been expended and we have six  days to go yet. 

I have been mostly reading this afternoon. 

25 February. 1947. Tuesday 

Last night I went up to the Ziegfeld theater with Yurlko for the 

Graham Company opening. Yurlko was quite matter of fact a bout the 

whole thing, and not in a nervous twitter like a couple of  the girls 
i  • 

because she has been through this feu before and it was not s uch a 

novelty. I went right up into the girl* dressing room alt hough there 

was a large sign "Thou shalt not pass" Outside and a doo rman to keep 

people out. The girls did not seem to mind me in their dressi ng room— 



I B H I I H h ^ ^ h H I H H H H 

2266 

26 February, 1947 

I suppose marriage Is supposed to purify a man's mind or som ething. 

Most of the show I was in the upper wing backstage and I had a good 

view of things. The applause sounded very good, and the co mpany outdid 

themselves for the critical NYC audience. Some of Yuriko's friends 

came back stage afterwards, one was Ayako Matsumoto who is at Princeton 

University learning or teaching choir singing. Also old co mpany 

members came back to tell with glowing words how wonderful i t looked 

from out front-rstrained feelings between Nina and the gr oup-

criticisms about skirts getting too high for the part of t he Puritan 

girls in "Spring"—comments on technique. It seems that th e large 

audience was pretty well filled and the applause was most ge nerous. 

They all took a number of curtain calls after the end of the pro duction. 

Afterwards Yuriko mentioned something about losing Inter est in the 

Graham company because of all the fighting which went o n the stage to 

get the limelight. She said that Pearl almost knocked her ov er in one 

dance,/, Yuriko also felt that she was not getting the full s atisfaction 

of dancing in the company anymore and she has been thinking about going 

into musicals or something next year. She said that it was n ot because 

she did not feel she ̂ ras being appreciated in the company s ince she was 

getting better parts than the others for the time she has bee n with them. 
/ i \ 

Yuriko said that she did want to go to Europe, and there i s also a 

ohanoe that they might be sponsored by the State department t o go to 

Japan and the Orient tha year afterwards. The whole idea of t he over-

seas trip is propaganda to show the other countries that the  US has a 

distinct cultural development of its own In order to compe te against 

some of the Russian influence. I think that whatever disor ganization 

which exists in the company is due to the fact that the sch edules are 

\ 
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not posted properly, and also the realization that the num ber of "star" 

parts are limited. Also they are aware of the fact that Mart ha 

Graham oannot be an active dancer much longer. Yurlko sa id that she 

heard that M.G. was 57 years old, but that sounds a bit i mpossible. 

Yuriko does not long for these "star" parts as she is gett ing more and 

more of them with every season. The thing which worri es her is that 

she wishes to keep on developing her own dancing instead  of getting 

into a groove. It will be entirely up to her to decide thes e things 

because I don't know anything about dancing. 

Through some mixup, the company was not notified of the r ehearsal 

this morning, and the lights could not be turned on by anybo dy but a 

union man so that Yurlko got off. She may have to go later i n the 

afternoon to rehearse "Cave of the Heart" in which she has one of the 

big parts and does solo dancing for the first time on Broad way. She 

doesn't seem to be particularly nervous about It. Right  now she is 

washing dishes and wondering why I am not around to make love to her 

so I guess I'd better go out and help. 

26 February. 1947. Wednesday 

Yuriko was home most of yesterday so that she puttered ar ound 

the apartment getting things tidied up. I forgot to cha nge the sheets 

while she was gone and the place was dusty. There were so m any pots 

and pans which have accumulated unwashed during the past f ew days. 

Usually we get things cleaned up right away, but due to  the rush of 

the opening here the kitchen has been neglected. I told Yuri ko that 

I ate out of pots and pans while she was away and that was the reason 

why the dishes were comparatively olean upon her retur n! That made 
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her worry that my health was getting ruined so I had to go In to the 

bedroom and weigh myself to show her that I had not been sta rved during 

her km absence. To my surprise, I weighed under 140 pounds  for the 

first time since 1940 although I have been eating well; Yurlko has 

gained slnoe marriage and despite the recent road tour. The day went 

by so rapidly that it was time for dinner before we knew it. Y uriko 

made me dance with her in the living room and she decide d that I had 

Improved enough for me to take her out public dancing somet ime. We 

played cards, ate crackers and cheese and dried apric ots as an appetizer 

and then Yurlko proceeded to oook a most tasty Chinese dinne r. After 

we got through eating, Yurlko concluded that it was nice t o be 

domesticated and she wanted to take a nap but I had to ru sh her to the 

theater so that she would have plenty of time to get ma de up. In her 

theatrical makeup, she looks like an Eurasian--very soph isticated and 

stunning and not like a little housewife at alll 

We met Don at the boxoffice while I was getting a ticket f or 

Sunday night and Yuriko wanted to get seats for her paren ts. She 

spends most of her Income buying tickets for other people and then 

forgets to collect for it. I have to sneak money out of h er wallet and 

forcibly save it for her because no matter how much she  has she always 

manages to spend it by the end of the week. Don gave her th e backpay. 

He was not too encouraged at the box office sale becaus e he said that a 

large part of the capacity audience for opening night we re newspaper 

people with free tickets. The. opening got good reviews fr om all the 

papers but one. John Martin, the chief dance oritio of th e Times, 

thought that the program was "stimulating" and 3&a he p raised Martha 
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Graham's remarkable creations and he believed that "Dar k Meadow" was 

probably the most radloal pleoe of art in the contemporar y dance 

repertory. Isamu was mentioned for the beautiful setting s, and the 

minor dancers complimented for technique. Don was not sur e if the 

week would be sellouts because of the huge auditorium . 

I couldn't get backstage because the doorman refused to let me 

pass, and Yuriko was disappointed that I could not be near h er. The 

doorman acted like he was a former army officer. Afterwar ds, he apol-

ogized to Yuriko for being so firm, but I still think that he must 

exist upon a diet of lemons and pickles. I couldn't get o ne of the 

oheaper tickets so I went to a downtown movie. There w as a sneak 

Hollywood preview shown so that I didn't get out until late, and 

Yuriko was waiting for me when I got up to the theater. Sh e said that 

Paul was not allowed backstage either. There must be a lot of 

kleptomaniacs among showpeople because the doorman sai d the rigid rule 

was made because so many things were stolen and the insuranc e companies 

would not cover these losses. 

When we came out of the 8th Ave. subway on the way home las t 

night, we saw the form of a rag clad old man lying stretche d out at 

the foot of the stairway with his Jacket flung over his face . A 

uniformed Negro subway employee was embarrassedly moving the curious 

on. Yuriko thought that the old man was asleep or drunk, b ut I think 

he was dead. For an instant, I felt the mood of how alone a p erson 

really is in this impersonal city. People are Immune to their fellow 

creatures and they will not step out of their way to help. S eeing the 

-ly of a homeless old man sprawled out in the subway sta tion in a 

of 8'milllon made me think of how alone and empty the live s of 

lb 
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modern civilized people really are. Civilization is supp osed to have 

respect for the individual human worth, but it certainly d oes not 

function that way. 

Yuriko had to go rehearse her solo part in the new dance thi s 

afternoon. I went to the postoffice to pick up some income t ax re-

turn forms and a package from the WRA with the final repor t on the 

evacuation of the Japanese. Most of this afternoon I have been 

browsing through these pamphlets. My chief criticism for these 

nicely printed volumes is that they do not get enough a * ah of the 

human relationships into them. A lot of charts are picture d, but the 

whole report is apologia. Dillon Myer's final report is largely 

descriptive, fairly  x*px*mt*t±xm  presented in Its way, but it seems 

to overemphasize the role of the WRA as the champion of the  dispossess 

ed. It minimizes its failures. However, Myer does reveal so me of 

the basic problems Inherent in the whole status of the ev acuees, and 

he forthrightly brings out the conclusion that the evacu ation was not 

solely a military measure. It states that the WRA never approved of 

the Justification of mass evacuation in 1942. The final re port 

implies that the military is dangerous to democracy, and h e largely 

disproves Gen. DeWitt's four main points for making th e evacuation 

decision. He deplored the stigmatizing effects on the N isei, and he 

firmly believed that "race hostility" infringed heavil y upon the 

decision of military necessity. He concludes that the pro blem Is 

"unfinished business," and he is hopeful that his recon *iendatlons 

for some sort of compensation will result in congress ional legis-

lation. I think he should have elaborated upon the "ma rked 
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dance concerts though« I enjoyed the program more than ever becaus 

I can understand it a bit more now, I was struck by the re markable 

genius of Martha Qraham to create these numbers« I liked " Letter to 

the World" because It combined music, poetry and dancing,  but It was 

a bit too long* Martha Graham makes more use of the group  now because 

she Isn't as active as she used to be, but the group witho ut her oould 

never play Broadway for a week and get such a reception * Martha 

Graham Is undoubtedly the largest figure in the field of mod ern danclnj 

and she just doesn't have any competitors, Eric's number was fair, 

but it looked weak alongside the rest of the program. The thing which 

8truck me was that he had expended (150 for a silly looking  pair of 

tights in his costume. He got gyped. The dancers all fe lt that his 

piece stunk, but I didn't think it was that bad. I guess I d on't know 

enough about dance technique* They said that Eric dan ced like he was 

all "hopped" up and they got scared when he charged across the stage in 

some of his solos for the other pieces. 

It certainly is true that the world of entertainment is a hig hly 

competitive field because there Is so little room at the t op. Stars 

and the leads get the best dressing rooms, more pay, etc . and the rest 

of the group feel that there is not that much differen ce in talent. 

In dancing, it is the same way although the Graham company I s a more 

closely knit organization. However several of the people like Eric 

and Pearl are disliked—and they are the "sub-stars." It  seems that 

only Martha is exempt from this general criticism, but some of the 

girls feel that she no longer can do the  &t±Z*x  difficult dances she 

used to do and she relies more upon past reputation. Howeve r, I think 

that she dances beautifully from the point of view of a layman. And 
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despite the criticism that some dancers In her company do  not get the 

proper recognition, I think that she uses her dances wel l and she cer-

tainly does not Ignore talent--wltness the opportuniti es she is giving 

Yurlko after only 5 seasons with her. Martha Graham does h ave the 

problem of awarding seniority rights to the dancers too, and I think 

this causes some of the resentment by the younger dan cers. Underlying 

the whole thing is the recognition that there is only ro om for one 

Martha Graham in the company and that they can only ad vance to certain 

heights. But I haven't haard of any outstanding dancers c oming from 

that group yet. Yurlko was telling me about some of th ese things 

until 2:30 a.m. She says that she still has a lot to learn, but she 

has been a bit disappointed that the element of "trying to  get the 

limelight" on the stage has been injected Into the comp any with the 

return of Pearl Lang after her "Carousel" role. Yurlko said that she 

loved to dance and she disliked this "commercial pushing."  It seems 

that Yurlko has been giving some thought to her future . She still 

feels that she has a lot to learn from the Graham company and that she 

would like to spend another year at least with it; but afte r that It 

is a problem. The field is so limited and she doesn't think t hat she 

has had enough experience as a choreographer yet. She is n ot worried 

about her teaching, but she said that there isn't another d ance group 

on the same level with the Graham company. In case Martha re tires 

from active dancing, Yurlko does not know what she will d o. She 

thought that she might try a specialty number in a musica l on Broadway 

if she got the offer, but she would prefer to remain in the concert 

field. The big trouble is that dancing does not afford m uch of a 

living for most of the followers, and I don't think tha t modern dancing 
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xenophobic tendency in the U.S." as that seems to be at t he roots of 

our failure to apply democratic ooncepts to minorities. the Negro 

being the largest disenfranchised minority today. Despit e its failings, 

I think that the WRA was fortunate in being guided by more liberal 
V 

minded men as the history of the Canadian evacuees show s that it could 

have gone in a very reactionary direction. That is littl e consolation, 

only an Indirect compliment for democratic principles. 

27 February. 1947, Thursday 

Last night Yuriko came rushing home for dinner before the ev ening 

performance and she had "butterfly" stomach because Don told her that 

a noon radio program wanted her to come and be interview ed about the 

Graham dance company. Martha thought that it was very nice that 

Yuriko should be selected. Yuriko wasn't so sure that s he liked the 

idea. She said that she had to worry about the premiere of the new 

piece, "Cave of the Heart" tonight and she didn't wan t to have anything 

else to worry about. She didn't know anymore about the deta ils of the 

radio program, but I think that it was an honor for her t o be selected 

out of all the oompany. She thought that the program was co nducted by 

some former movie star. 

Yuriko also announced that there was a free ticket at th e box 

office waiting for me which Don had left. It seems tha t a lot of 

tickets were given out to press representatives because o f the premiere 

of Erick's solo. They were a bit worried about the house, but when I 

arrived it was quite full. The whole program was well r eceived, and 

some of the group numbers were particularly outstanding. I think that 

only  a New York audience is sophisticated enough for the abst ract modern 
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la as established as Ballet yet* It Is more of an Individu alistic 

field, and Martha Graham has been about the first to go in for group 

numbers on  a large soale* It is natural for all the lesser dancers to 

be ambitious, and I have concluded that it really must be for the love 

of dancing that they stick to it because the financial returns are so 

small, Yurlko does better than most of the company in thi s respect, but 

even then she only averages about $150 a month for the ye ar, maybe $175. 

She wanted to know what I thought she should do, but I told  her that I 

didn't know enough about dancing so I couldn't be a critic* Yurlko Is 

not worried about succeeding in the future, but Just what direction to 

take. 

I saw Isamu backstage and he was downhearted because the l ighting 

for his sets were terrible* He gets very good notices f or his unique 

sets; they are simple but very modern and outstanding* Th e doorman 

didn't stop me because Yurlko said that Martha left word  that I could 

go watch the performances from the wings anytime I wanted to despite 

the ruling of the theater* Since she is the main attraction , her word 

goes'. I don't think that I will watch from the wings, but it is nice 

that the nasty doorman has been taken down a notch, the dic tator  I 

From the way the rest of the company talks, they are scared to death 

of Martha Graham because when she gets nervous about t he performances 

she "Jumps on us." She is so sweet and gentle with me, and I have yet 

to tell her backstage what a wonderful dancer she is. It Just isn't in 
I  9 

my nature to do that sort of thing; it sounds a bit superfi cial and 

hypocritical when I hear others doing it* I'm not a very go od stage 
I  A 

door Johnny, I guess* 

After the performance last night, we went to Ethel's apartm ent and 
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had a tasty snack after Paul got some things at the Jewish d elicatessen* 

Paul acts very bored with modern dancing and he reminds Et hel now and 

then that he prefers ballet* I don't think that is too g ood for Ethel's 

morale as It might make her extremely dissatisfied« Sh e does very well 

in the company* I hear so much subjective criticism of mod ern dancing 

that the only one I listen to attentively is Duggey beca use she Is the 

most objective and she doesn't have personal motivations. Yurlko has 

the greatest amount of security among the regular company m embers so 

it isn't necessary for her to Indulge so much in these  n cat sessions" 

in the dressing room, although no one is free from it. It Is human 

nature, she says. 

Nancy came down and woke us up because they wanted Yurlk o at the 

studio for a rehearsal of "Cave." I thought that she would  be extremely 

nervous about it because she has one of the three main  parts in it, 

but she was quite oalm. She said that she knew her part a nd she didn't 

want to go up too early because Martha might change her costume which 

she liked very much. When "Cave of the Heart" was given an advance 

showing last year at Columbia U* for an invitation audie nce, Yurlko 

got the most favorable notices for her solos* She said tha t the dance 

had been Improved since then, but she still remains one of  the three 

central characters* When I mentioned to her that Martha m ust believe 

that she is pretty good for giving her such a good part,  she answered, 

"Well, she couldn't give it to Pearl because Eric could no t throw her 

around like he does me." That's a nice modest way of looking  at things 

The dance is based upon the Media legend so I shall spend the afternooi 

reading Robinson Jeffer's version of it after I come bac k from the 

social seourity office. I won't see Yurlko until after the performance 
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but I will see this program on closing night, Saye Is goin g tonight 

If her ear Is better. 

Later: 

I took another walk through the Bowery area, and felt unc omfort-

able at the Inconsistency of things--expensive Jewelry a nd dress shops 

In the district, but on the streets men In rags stumble  around, many 

falling from drunkenness and nobody paying much attention . They smell 

of cheap stale whiskey. Others just standing around l ooking gloomy or 

panhandling, a few selling junk items. God, what a mess; It  must be 

preventable in some way. Nobody is much concerned about  trying to 

rehabilitate them as they figure that these old men are  too far gone. 

It's annoying to see such things and It gives me a guilty con science 

and I feel ashamed that suoh a situation must exist. W e don't need to 

have "dregs of society" if we could practice more brother hood but that 

seems to be an impossible ideal in a cynical, materialist ic world. 

It's tragic. 

Yurlko rehearsed all afternoon, but I asked her to co me home for 

dinner instead of eating out. Rather than send her flowe rs for her 

big solo opening tonight, I cooked her a steak dinner and s he enjoyed 
I  

it very mucja. She also bought a sweater during the aftern oon and we 

agreed that this would be another present from me rather than flowers 

as It was more practical. After dinner, she began to hint that it was 
M 

a long walk to the subway so I walked her down. Then she said  that It 

seemed like miles to go from 50th to 54th St. and her psychol ogy worked 

because I escorted her right to the stage door where I was  rewarded with 

a "good luck kiss. 11 I will go up and get her about 11:OQ. She said 

that the house was sold out for tonight. I came home, was hed the 

dishes, and plan to read for a couple of hours now. 



After I finished reading Robinson Jeffer's "Medea" last ni ght, 

I went up to the Zlegfeld Theater to pick Yurlko up. Th e audience 

was Just coming out so I stood around in front and ove rheard some of 

the comments—several were about Yurlko and how "lovely"  she danced* 

Clara Clayman and her friend saw me and they Immediate ly said that 

Yurlko was most impressive in "Cave" and she got a tremend ous hand 

with shouts of "Bravo." The new dance was apparently liked by the 

audience as it got 13 curtain calls. Clara asked if I were not so 

proud of Yurlko for being so tremendousj "She even danced  better 

than Martha at times," she said. On the way backstage I me t other 

members of the company and friends and they were equally full of 

praise. Yurlko,seemed to have been outstanding although the other 

two dancers and Martha were all congratulated for the fine performance. 

About Yurlko, they said such things as "she was sensationa l," "so 

lovely," "danced divinely," "the part was made for her," "s he stole 

the show," "technical perfection," "the dance gave her a chance to 

show her talents," "Martha's outstanding pupil," "she wo wed the 

audlenoe," and so forth. The girls of the company were equal ly 

lavish In their praise, and I began to feel that I had m issed some-

thing. I guess they thought it was peculiar that I was not present for 

this great event—until I mentioned that I would see It on S unday. 

Yurlko was very excited about the whole thing and extremely 

pleased that it had turned out so well and she didn't exp ect such  a 

tremendous ovation. She was on the way up to the dressi ng room when 

I saw her and she said that Martha had called her downsta irs because 

Katherlne Cornell wanted to meet her and compliment he r on the dancing. 
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She said that Katherlne Cornell "said some very nloe thin gs about me 

and I just didn't know what to say except that the credit  belonged 

to Martha, and all the time Martha held my hands and lo oked at me 

very motherly and proud." Yurlko said that she was also introduced 

to other show people In Martha's dressing room. Yurlko s aid that 

Katherlne Cornell told Martha that it was a good thing that M artha did 

not speak on stage implying that she would have competitio n then* In 

the dressing room other people came up to tell Yurlko how they enjoyed 

her dancing* May O'Donnell and Eric were complimented too , but Yurlko 

got most of the attention next to Martha Graham. It was the biggest 

part that Yurlko has had yet and she said that it was the  first time 

that she had made a solo bow on Broadway. I was quite please d that 

she had done so well and I Joshed her that now that she was a star 

she would probably want to take a taxi home instead of the subway. 

Yurlko was quite exhausted from the exoltement of the eve ning, and very 

relieved when Don told her that she would not have to appe ar on the 

radio because of conflicting schedules. 

After we got home, we had a snack to eat and Yurlko calmed d own 

and was her usual self. She was very modest while getting all of 

those compliments which I thought were most sincere. Yur lko minimised 

her sucoess by saying that the part was exceptional and that the 

audience was not used to seeing an Oriental on stage doin g modern 

dancing. It was a full house, and Yurlko said today tha t all tickets 

had been sold out for the rest of the week. I bought all of the 

papers today and the reviews of the premiere were more r estrained but 

on the whole favorable. The Post did not like it, called it "obscure" 

and "after you have seen it you do not know much more ab out it than 
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before hand" and "full of confused symbolism and vague Ideas." The 

Times had the best review, and dancers use this paper as the bible 

because of its national reputation, wide circulation, m ature Judgment 

on the theatrical world* It felt that the dance was a "di rect 

dramatic narrative, simple and transparent In form," "ta ut force and 

drive," "an almost melodramatic color," "ending is s uperb," "keyed to 

a quiet savagery, and wonderfully sustained in tone," " Mr. Noguohl's 

set, perhaps the finest one he has yet done, is actually part of the 

action—deceptive simplicity and visually beautiful". A nd, the most 

Important line "Yurlko dances stunningly the somewhat  strained inven-

tions of the Victim." The Times concludes, "The work w as received 

with enthusiasm and there were many curtain calls." 

Yurlko did not have to go rehearse today so she was home un til 

Just a while ago when she left for the theater. We just re sted in bed 

until almost dinner time, relaxing and taking it easy. I h ad to get 

up to shop while Yurlko made the preliminary dinner plans . It was  a 

very lazy day for me, but the rest was good for Yurlko as it is the 

first real one she has had since the tour started* She do es not know 

yet if the company will have its engagement here prolong ed for 

another week because of the growing success of the perf ormances, but 

she felt that it was not likely because of theater commitme nts for 

another show. Yurlko said that she believed the company wo uld make 

money this year much to her surprise because of the f avorable turnouts 

here. We had a very nice day together, Just like a hone ymoon. I was 

holding my breath in bed for no reason at all and when Yurlk o shook me 

I pretended that I was unconscious. She got so alarmed and big tears 

came to her  eyes.  She said I soared her so I had to take most of the 

afternoon to make up. "Such a crazy couple we are," Yurlko e xclaims 

every once In a while. 


