Charles Kikuchi Diary January 1, 1947, Wednesday

Well, here 1t 1s the first day of the New Year, and I have been
alone most of the day as Yuriko had to get up early in order to go teach
and rehearse today. It 1s the kind of day that one should remain indoors
as the streets outside are covered with snow., It 1s really the first
good snow of the season, The weather thils winter hasn't been so bad yet.
I am listening to the Rose Bowl football game right now, and it 1s a bit
strange to hear the broadcaster saylng that the sun 1s shining brightly
and 1t 1s over 70 degrees out there. It is dark here now., It doesn't
make me nostalglc about California and my thoughts do not make me rest-
less about being there. I think that I am much better off out here and
I like it fine. It is natural for people to long for the place from
which they came--like the Issel who always talked about going back to
Japan but never got there because they had to rear familles --and I suppos
that many of the Nisel are in the same situatlon since the war, Econom-
ically they are better off in the other areas of the country although
those with property had some reason for returning. It seems so long ago
since those days in Chilcago when I was so concerned about the integration
process of the Nisel, They have done fairly well from this viewpolnt,
but it is unfortunate that they have drifted more and more back into the
segregated habits. It's not thelr fault entirely since the outside
soclal forces creates such situations but I think that more could have
been done by Individuals. At least it 1s not a hopeless cause. I guess
I feel the same way about this matter as I always have. The reason I
got to thinking about this 1s that I have been reading "The Spoilage"
today and it made me think of how traglc the worst of the segregatlion
process can be,

We didn't have such a quiet New Year's Eve after all, When Yuriko

came home last evening she neglected to tell me that she had invited
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some frlends over. I was working on a lamp, spent hours drilling holes
in the glass, and Yurlke finally had to chase me in to shave and get
cleaned up, (I Broke the lampl!) About 9:30 people started to drift in
end around 10 people came in all. It was a very successful party for
such an unplanned "unofflclal®™ gathering. Sasha couldn't bring his
girl frlend, Andora, as she was dancing In the Roxle theater chorus.
Clara and Charlie came, Shirley a dancing student--her home 1s in the
midwest, Bob Johns and Duggey, Lamar and Rhoda. Don Dunecan gave Yuriko
&n extra bottlie so we had plenty of liquld provisions. It wasn't a
nolsy party but Yuriko and I felt that it was very successful for our
"first party." We used our fancy, expensive glasses for the first time
and everyone admired our apartment. Yuriko prepared a deliclous chow
mein for the gathering which everyone enjoyed. Ethel and Paul did not
show up as she was too tired from her teaching--originally we had Jjust
planned to have the two of them. Anyway, 1t was a successful end of the
0ld year even if my lamp did not get made!

Yuriko just came home and she 1s very tired because she had a hard
day. She thinks that she 1s developing a cold. We don't know 1f we
will wash all those last night dlshes or not; 1t depends upon how
ambitious we are. I haven't gotten out of my pajamas all day long.
This 1s our first day in the New Year together so she 1s golng to cook

something special, I shall go help her now.

2 January, 1947, Thursday
The new work year starts with a renewal of my tasks about the

household., It seems to be a never ending job because there are so many
things to be done, I am beginning to worry about the arrival of my
honorable discharge papers because I cannot apply for any unemployment
benefits until I have them in hand, My civilian adjustments seem to be
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falr enough in all other respects; this married 1ife 1s golng along very
smoothly and gayly. Perhaps I am pushing the thoughts of my economle
future into the background by preoccupying myself about the apartment so
intensely, but it 1s a good way as any to pass the time. I haven't been
out of the place much since arrival in NYC. I'm too engrossed in fixing
the place up to think of = boskemsas much else I guess, Today I planned
and executed the completion of a bookcase from some of the serap lumber

I found about the place. Lumber is too expensive so I just planed off
the old pleces until they looked like new. I was unable to find any
bricks after tramping around to a few places so I made 1t all wood. We
have a long 1living room so I had to design something which would minimize
{t. When Yuriko came home, she improved my project with some sound ideas.
Tomorrow I will palnt it--cost for one large bookcase is §1.00.

Yuriko had to rehearse thls evening so I went to plek her up about
11:00 p.m., She will not get pald for rehearsals for another week yet.
The latest on her tour 1s that they will open for a short season in NYC
and then go to Pittsburg and then work to the Southern states. The NYC
appearance doesn't make the company any money, but it 1s necessary for
prestige purposes in the hinterlands. Yurlke sald that she was so used
to sloeﬁing with her arms about me that she had better not be glven &
roommate while on tour. I really will not be seeing too much of her in
the coming weeks because of her evenlng rehearsals, Most of our soclal
visiting is done at night when she comes home. This evening we ate mochi
and had some tea, and talked over the day's events, JAbout all I ecould
tell her was on things I had built and the homeless men I saw on the
snow-covered streets when I went out shopping., It made me feel good
that my future was golng to be much happier than that of a homeless man
who wanders around without a person in the world ecaring for him. That

would be about the worst fate that one could have in 1life. Living 1s
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trying to make oneself as happy as possible, and 1t isn't too diffiecult
to do in spite of so many world 1lls soclally and economically 1f one
has & partner who loves him es much as Yurlko does me. It is such a
satisfying feeling that it contlinues to amaze me no end., It 1s possible
to be happy in a world of reality. Yurlko 1s always cheerful and happy.
When she 1s tired and exhausted from her dancing, she doesn't try to
make me unhappy by griping about her tough 1life. It 1s just as 4iffi-
cult for her to realize that our love is a reality because she needs re-
wssurance once in a while also., She thinks that I might resent her
because I "have to do all the work about the house and I can't help you
mueh,” So to soothe her troubled mind and to glve me an outwards demon-
stratlon of her feellngs she goes and washes my underwear! Yurlko is
always thinking up little considerate things to do and 1t gets to be
contaglious--all of it contributing immeasurably to a nicely adjusted
marital relationship, She finally confessed that she read Haveloeck
El11s' "Psychology of Sex" to learn & bit more of men prior to her
marriage, so I retallated by telling her that I "studled" up on women a
bit by reading "Modern lnrriaga." (Both books are now prominently dis-
played on the top of our new bookcasel) It all bolls down to common
sense,

There are many factors whiech contribute to our inltial happlness in
merried 1ife, end I think that we both work at it. Our immedlate 1little
problems are unimportant 1n comparison to the vast soclal problems of
the country, but to us they are significant. (One way in whieh I have
helped Yurike curb some of her extravagant hablits 1s to tell her that
we should save a small sum each month in case we decide to have a real
home in the future., I don't think that even this 1s an impossibility

now although it may be a long time in coming). Economic matters seem
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to have a habit of dlsrupting many marrlages, and both of us want to
prevent distasteful misunderstandings by working out a mutual program
now, Yuriko will claim me as her dependent for tax purposes as she will
be earning more thils year., She very tactfully broached the subject
because she thought that it would hurt my ego!l

One large factor which we recognize as contributing to a rich and
happy 1ife 1s establishing an attractive home as possible under the cir-
cunstances, and the fact that we are doing it with limlted resources
adds to the sstisfactlion, Yuriko has such understanding and appreciation
of everything I do that it spurs me on, I am one hell of a carpenter
because I stlll cannot saw a board straight, but I am learning with ex-
perience and Yurlko is never eritical., I am glad that she has such an
appreciation of artistle things because 1t adds to the atmosphere of
our place, She has a small collection of classleal records and some
books in very good taste. All of these 1little things will eventually
open up avenues for mutual enjoyment later on., We want our apartment to
look inviting and when friends come we would like them to feel at ease.
It i1sn't too hard to create a gay and cheerful place with a little
imagination and Yuriko has a lot of it, She collected a great many
curios while on tour in Japan before the war and they make the bookcase
handsome. I was for plling it up, but Yuriko was more selectlive and
she made each object stand out distinctively. Both of us like our apart-
ment so much that we rarely seek enjoyment elsewhere and we haven't begun
to take care of our soclal obligations. Smooching has taken up most of
our leisure time so far!l
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We acquired an electrie alarm clock by courtesy of Duggy today so
that we won't have any more trouble in a run down e¢lock which falls to
ring the alarm. Duggy gave us the e¢lock because it 1s AC current, and
also as a wedding gift. She 1s a member of the Graham company. Grad-
ually, we are getting things to fit the apartment up. I worked on the
bookecase all day long and found to my surprise that 1t was not big
enough for all of my volumes, So I guess I will have to bulld another
one for the study.

I shaved for the first time this year (I sort of forgot about it.)
My hair was getting very long and Yurlko got after me in a joking way
s0 I went out to the local barber and had my locks sheared off., He told
me all the neighborhood news and thought that I was erazy for comlng to
NYC to live. However he was 1n accord wlth my projected plan to continue
school because "without an education you are nothing in America." Yuriko
hardly recognized me when she cameé home, and decided that she did love me

after all to be able to put up with my tough beard, She threatened to

sleep in the living room if I did not shave! I dldn't want her to cateh

a cold out there so that's why I got the razor outl! Now I can get after
her about going to the dentist to have her fllling replaced.

Yuriko rehearsed agaln this evening so I cooked the dinner. The
other girls in the company go across the street to eat, but Yuriko
prefers to come home and see me even if it 1s only for an hour. She is
very busy at the studlo now so that she has been unable to do many of the
things which have plled up. It 1s fortunate that I willl be able to draw
an GI benefit because I don't mind too much keeping house while walting
for school acceptance, It has been nice to have the time to work on the
apartment too. Each day I find something new to do and the process seems

to be endless. I have been working on an average of 10 to 14 hours per
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day. Nothing would delight Yuriko more than if I remained in bed all
morning and rested, but I don't want to develop lazy hablts. Maybe I
would get too used to Yurlke supporting me and I never would want to go
out and face the cruel world to earn an honest living! Yuriko has been
so busy lately that I haven't had a chance to take her out on a date.

I hope that she does not get run down and 111 as she uses such terrifie
energy in her work that it 1s quite a physlecal strain., Despite her
tiredness, Yuriko always inslsts upon doing something about the house--
no matter how small a task--just to let me know that her heart 1s 1in the
right place. She dcesn't have to dc that but I know that 1t 1s sort of
symbolical so I let her do 1it.

My honorable discharge hasn't arrived yet so I am getting a bit
worried, It was sent to Californla but it has been a week so there has
been time for it to be relayed--unless there 1s nobody around the 6ampus
on account of the Xmas holldays., I can't take any offlelal steps until
I get that plece of paper in my hands, and then my last contact with the
army will be severed, good riddance for both of us methinks. Yuriko got
her last allotment check today and it will be used to pay the rent.

January 4, 19047, Saturday
Puttered about the apartmoht doing little things all day long.

Yuriko had to rehearse late so that we did not eat dinner until a late
hour. She did most of the shopping this afternoon when she was home
briefly. We stilll have to go over to her parents to dellver presents
which were sent here. I want to take a couple of my sults over as I do
not have any clothes to wear and I do want to get into sultable civilian
clothes soon. The clothing industry 1s in the midst of having tremendous
sales now so I may go select a sult in the very near future, Yuriko

wants me to have a dark sult so that I can escort her properly when we do
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go out, We won't get a feellng of belng settled until I complete a few
more tasks about the apartment and it will take at least two more weeks
as new things keep on comlng up. My next major project will be the
buillding of the closet. It willl be some job to find the lumber,

I took time out this afterncon to listen about the Bilbo case over
the radlo, The senate 1s having a hard time trying to act as If it
believed in democratiec principles by not seating him, when actually it
is a political move on the part of the Republlicans to gain publie favor.
This time 1t looks like Bilbo willl be kept out, and good riddance. He
was counting on the support of the Southern democrats but they seemed to
have deserted him. The battle for white supremacy is by no means resolv-
ed; thls is only one small step. Llberals in general are being confused
these days over the Communist issue. I read in the papers today that the
AVC 1s having quite an internal struggle to keep out the communists. It
is too bad that this has to be an 1lssue at a time when all llberal and
progressive forces should be working together to prevent the conservatives
from hurting labor and the working man too much., I dropped in at the
ALP headquarters next door this morning to find out about veterans bene-
fits and read some of the literature while walting., It made me all the
more disappointed in Truman, He is the symbol of the confused state of
mind in the U,S. today, but things could be worse. It would be quite a
surprise to me 1f the politiclans and Blg Business ever did stop betray-
ing aomooracy for financial reasons. Saying that we are better k£ off than
all other nations in the world is not much consolation. One slightly dis«
{1l1usioned person doesn't mean much, but the numbers could grow--and it
will if we have any severe economic dislocations in the near future.

(The Republicans will no doubt get blamed for it again 1f it comes after

they return to power.)
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I feel a bit gullty about my rather useless existence these days
when nothing really productive 1s accompllished, especlally on Sundays.
I was in bed untll late afternoon reading the assorted newspapers 1n
detall and it took me hours. One thing about the N.Y. papers 1ls that
there is plenty of printed matter in them, and Sunday 1s usually the day
in which I catech up with the news of the week, I read the N.Y. Times
and PM in detall, and glanced through the Dally News for the more
sensatlional stuff. (Like many other ignorant people, we support 1t
because of the funnies.) The beautiful post war utopia just hasn't seem-
ed to materlalize: 1t's like some of the dreams of 1life. But people seem
to go on existing and not caring too much.

Lately I have been thinking of jolning the Greenwich Village
chapter of the AVC, but I haven't taken any actlon because I keep on
fooling myself that I am still in the process of readjusting myself with
elvilian 1ife and too busy fixing the apartment up. My living has been
foocused around Yuriko to the complete exclusion of almost everything else.
Personally I have been very happy in this vacuum, but I also have a
gullty consclence that I am not 1iving up to my responsibllities as a
ecitizen by not taking a more active interest in other things. As soon
as my honorable discharge arrives my economlec concerns will be taken care
of partially by the readjustment allowance for GI's but it certalnly 1s
not & solution for my economie future., After all of these years I just
cannot make up my mind yet as to what I realily want to do 1n 1ife. I
have given it a lot of thought, but my impression is that T stlll have to

search around & bit before I find my proper niche., I just don't want to

settle down to & useless and dull job, I think that a MA will better
prepare me for whatever I eventually want to do and mk thls constltutes

a sort of escapism for me. I suppose that I am not the only one troubled
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by these thoughts. However, I cannot go on beling vague all of my life
slnece I should save some time for really dolng something constructive.
It will be someplace Iin the fleld of soclal service, but the exact nature
i1s a mystery. I know that I should be more concerned about 1it, bﬁt I'm
not. Maybe 1t 1s a falling on my part. It 1s a source of great satis-
factlon that Yurlko does not nag me., Her contentlion 1s that I should
finish with school first and then concentrate on finding a job. "As
long as you are golng that, I don't mind living on & reduced scale of
living. After all, a dancer's 1llfe 1ls Insecure economically, too, so
I'm really not giving up too much., I never knew that marrilage eould be
such happiness while I was single so don't think that I am suffering.”
In a way, my army experiences have affected me in that I am lmpatlent
about having to spend another year in school but I see no other way
around it. My plan is to do some reading and private studying as soon
as we get settled here, but the days and weeks have a hablt of slipping
by so rapldly. At least, it 1s a aigﬁ that I am not bored with dragging
days. Life on the whole never seemed so bright to me, and I have a feel-
ing that it 1s golng to lead 1lnto something really positive. Yuriko and
I even talk about having a home of our own someday so0 we must be optimist-
fe. I never dared to think in such concrete terms before.

One of the things whieh "bothers"™ me 1s any dlscussion about having
a family. Yuriko's philosophy 1s that if 1t happens, we should be happy
and prepare to welcome an offspring even though we do not feel economic-

ally secure to start this process. She dlsmlsses 1t with a light "After

all, it happens in the best of famllies." We never seem to arrive at

any deflnite conclusions, although we both have agreed that we should
wait and just have each other for a year or so. Maybe I am not normal,

but I don't feel any strong blological urge to perpetuate the Kikuchi
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name., Yurlko is quite feminine by the fact that she would like to have
a chlld eventually. However, my feeling 1s that this urge develops with
one's sense of self confldence In one's environment and a really strong
belief in the future of the race, I guess I am a bit inhibited in this
respect because of some of my eynlcal bellefs about human beings. Yurilkeo
is a good influence for me because of her firm conviction 1in the goodness
of Man, There is nothing phllosophical about 1t; 1it's just naturally
there, It's one part of her personality which makes her such a well
rounded individual. I like people, but not the economic-political system
which exploits them to the point that they cannot really live. And 1t
18 this sort of environment that I dislike bringing a new offspring into.
I guess 1t 1s also a matter of getting used to the responsibllitles of
marriage; it's still pretty new to me! '
We went over to visit Yuriko's parents this evening, and to explain
why the mochd which came from Chicago got so mildewed. Some of her
parents' frlends sent 1t to our address and we didn't have a chance to
deliver 1t., Mr, and Mrs. M, were quite phllesophical about the matter,
and sald that 1t was sent to them for the sentiment anyway since they
had plenty of mochi this year., It's a survival of the old country
culture to have mochi, and nobody seems to know what 1t really means.
Mrs, M, thought that the round mochl was some kind of tribute to de-
parted ancestors, while Mr, M. came forth with the view that 1t might
be symbolical of family unity. Yurike and I had dlnner with them; it
was completely American style, We met some of thelr old camp friends,
one of whom Yuriko knew quite well, Mr, Utsumi was a rather affable
Issel, quite modern in his thinking and reputed to be a shrewd business

man. He made enough money in the importing business before the war to
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become seml-retired now. Since leaving camp, he has traveled extensive-

ly over the country In his car, taking part in some small business

ventures for "humanitarian" reasons. He operated a boarding house in

Chicago in order to help the resettlers with housing and after 1t became
a profitable venture he sold out. Right now he 1s making gold fish bowls
as a hobby and he gave us one for a wedding present. Yuriko calls him
the "bending macaroni" because he "goes in all directions." Mr. U, is
single. We all played ping pong after dinner, and at last we have found
a medium in common to get along and relax with at the hostel, They all
speak a lot of Japanese at the hostel so I never know what the dlscussions
are all about until Yurlko tells me later. It 1s a much better feeling
to enter into things over there even though it 1s through ping pong.

Mrs. M, seems genulnely glad to yx have us over and she 1s completely
reconciled to the marrlage because all of her Issel friends who have met
me pass approval upon my eonduct. I don't talk too much--which 1s their
general criticism of Nisel--but that 1s chiefly because of the language
handicap!! Mrs. M. gave us a set of dishes, and they were anxious to
come and visit us so Yurike invited them to come to dinner tomorrow even-
ing. Mr. M, had previously told us to bring our things for cleaning so

I took over some jackets and drapes. He will do them for us at cost,

and this will be a conslderable savings to us with the rilsing costs for

cleaning now., He will also dye some of my uniform shirts.

January 6, 1947, Monday

My honorable discharge arrived today along with my mustering out
check so that my mind was relieved lmmensely. Now I can start my pro-
ceedings for the readjustment allowances. It also adds to my mental
health to realize that at least a little money wlll be coming in through

me as I have been living on Yuriko since coming back from Chicago. Both
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of us reallze that we spent too much money last month so we have been
discussing some sort of budgetary control over expenditures lately.
Yuriko wants me to handle the whole thing, but I think that she is a
much better banker than I am. She developed a cold today so took a day
of f from the studio, It was nice to have her eround because I get tired
of listening to the radio when alone around here!

Most of our day was spent in cleaning up the apartment in order to
make a good Ilmpression upon her parents., Yurlke did all of the shopping
and we decided to have roast beef Instead of steak upon the butcher's
recommendation. Yurike had never made a roast before so I undertook the
Job of cooking it. It came out real tough, but that was partly the fault
of Mr. M, as he cut the sllces too thlek. Yuriko did a lot of work for
the dinner party and it was a success--our first formal dinner party!

We had a nice desert but they ate "tsu-ke-momo" instead. (Rice and
pickles with teal) Mr, and Mrs. M. thought that we had & nice apartment.
I guess I was a bit nervous about the party because I put sewing machine

01l in the clgarette lighters and had to clean them out later! Yurikeo

sald that Mr. Utsuml was "impressed" with me and this helped to elevate

my prestige with her parents.

Both of us have concluded that 1t 1s much more pleasurable having
friends for dlnner partles than golng out so that we plan to have more
of them as soon as Yurlko's rehearsal schedule lightens up. We feel
very proud of our apartment because 1t recelives nice compliments from
everybody. It 1s a long ways from being finlshed, but we have gotten
past most of the hard tasks. Yurlko plans to go down to Delancy street
one of these days In order to buy some remmnant material in order to
upholster the chalrs and put up curtains and drapes, She hasn't been

able to do much of these things yet because of her work. I forced her
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to take things easy today as much as posslble because of her coughing.
It worrles me that she might get 111. Yuriko drives herself Into ex-

haustion and I have to be a sort of brake upon her activities,

January 7, 1047, Tuesday
My fears were justifled because Yurlko was too 111 to go to the

studio today. Her cold made her cough considerably, but she did not
have a temperature. I am insisting that she remain in bed for a day or
gso as Insurance asgainst long illness. I worried so much about her today.
I busled myself making & sink top so that I wouldn't bother her too much
with my worrles. A lot of dumb and unjustifled fears were going through
my mind, and I kept thinking how much she meant to me. Yuriko has an
amazing vitallty so I don't expeet her to be 11l too long, but I insist
that she stay in bed for at least two days. She even wanted to go te
the studio today, but I phoned up Don and told him that she couldn't
come, 1It's only rehearsal and she doesn't get paid for it, so I couldn't
see why she should endanger her health. Yuriko only had some soup all
day long, and she was feellng miserable--but she didn't complain at all.
I had to go out for a while this morning in order to initlate my
applicatlion for the readjustment allowance at the Veteran's Center. It
was a very easy process and I was only there for about an hour. There
were hundreds of vets about the place, but my work category was in the
professlonal status so that there was a shorter walting period. One of
the interviewers told me that they could use more social workers there,
but I didn't enquire about the detalls, I talked it over with Yuriko
when I came home and she thought that I should continue with my school

plans, She guessed correctly that my real motive in wanting to work was

because of economlc reasons, "and I don't want you in the future to say

that your career was stopped because of marriage." She is more optimistic
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about there belng plenty of jobs a year from now than I am,

Yurlko got a letter from an unele in Japan through Kazuo, and I
got a more intimate plcture of the "Japs," and realize again that they
were human belngs too. Her uncle spoke of hard living conditions there
but sald that 1t was better under the occupation than during the war,

A lot of Yuriko's relatives have lost thelr property and they are "just

existing." Yuriko's mother sends them salt and old clothing because

everything 1s so scarce In Japan now. In the letter, her uncle told
about all of her relatives and thls was the first word that Yuriko has
heard of them for flve years, She sald that many of her cousins were
married and had chlldren and some of them were killed in the war. Her
uncle concluded that Japan might go democratie, but "we will have to
suffer but bright days will come." One of her musician uncles opened

up & "sushi" restaurant in the country because there was not much of a
living for artlists. I told Yurike that I developed a terrific dislike
of the Japanese and this was Intensified by the war, but she said that
her hatred was for war because she didn't think that any of the ordinary
people galned by 1t no matter in what country they lived. However, she
objects to the Nisel tendency to seek refuge and escape by plunging into
projects to "democraticize Japan" just as much as I do because she does
not think that it 1s a reallstic approach and her personal opinion is
that she is an American so that 1t 1s no use to stress raclal ancestry
as that only heightens racial antagonisms here--"where most of us will
live for the rest of our lives.,"” She is so sensible about these things.
Despite my greater academic educatlion, I still look at Japanese poll-
tically instead of as people and that is as bad as being "raclally

consclous,” a tendency I dislike about Nisei circles.
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Today was a sort of lazy day and I remained in bed most of the time
keeping Yurlko company in her 1llness. It was brief and she was feelling
much better today although her cough persists, We played gin rummy and
I took advantage of her weakened condition to beat her badly and run up
@ long llst of wins. We plan to keep the score for & whole year before
paying off., When Yurike is in good health, it is hard for me to beat her.

Rhoda came to visit us for the first time since her return from
Detroit and she spent most of her time looking around for things which
she could take with her. She really griped me because she even looked
in the cupboards. She thought that she was all set to move into an
apartment with another girl, but the plan did not materialize. Now she
is staylng at the Y and she sews most of the day over at Lamar's, She
cooks for him and his roommate. Ethel has some friends from Bennington
College remaining at her apartment so that Rhoda had to move out. I
suspect that she blames Yuriko and I for her present housing difficulties,
but it was the best way out. She still would like to be dependent upon
Yurlko, but I won't let Yuriko get caught up in this undesirable situ-
ation agaln., Rhoda has no idea of what she 1s going to do next, Her
relatives moved back to California, and Rhoda is hopeful that Lamar will
marry her yet although the slituatlon remains in the indefinite stages yet.
He 1s too busy with hls economic progress to take on any additional
responeibllities now, Ethel dldn't want to get involved in the situation
8o that she 1s no longer planning to take Rhoda in as & roommate even
though her friends go back to Bennington soon. It was so obvious that
Rhoda Just came over to visit 1n order to get brown sugar and some other
things that I was in a most irritable mood and hardly spoke to her., As
scon as Yurlko can give her her sheets, we will be rid of her and that

is the best for all concerned., I Just don't like the way in which Rhoda
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has taken advantage of Yurlko., Yuriko supported Rhoda to the extent of
over {500 last year when she could 111 afferd to do such a thing, but
Rhoda certalnly doesn't seem to be very grateful for it. In her case,
marrlage would be a partlal solution to her mlxed up personality. It

is a good thing that she has relatives upon whom she can eall for money
because she Just hasn't been able to make a go of 1t since ecoming to

NYC three years ago. It 1s sad in a way because no person ever reallizes
that he doesn't have the ablility to compete in a fleld of his cholece and
he goes on year after year blaming other factors. Rhoda just isn't a
dancer, and that seems to be the maln reason why she has not been able
to make the grade, Maybe she should try to get into movie stage show
chorus instead of the legitimate stage in order to recoup her financial
position. She may take a secretarial job after she finlishes her sewing
Job,

Sue also came to visit Yurlko, She came as an emissary from the
studio. Sue is a cute girl, very much soclal and politically conselous,
She is planning to give up her dancing career for a different reason,
Sve finds that dancing does not give her the mental stimulation which
she wants so that she thinks she may go into soeclal work, She has been
active In some of the East Side housing movements and other soclal
welfare activities. We had quite a nice discussion on the present
economic trends. Sue did not think things were too hopeful with the
Republican tendency, and she felt that labor was goling to take tremendous
setbacks this year, She 1s very much to the left in her pollitical think-

ing, and she appears to be a most Independent individual. She spent a

couple of years in Mexico. Sue indicated that she would 1lilke to dedicate
her 1ife to some kind of a "cause" and she 1s one of the few people I

know who actually does something about 1t, She deplored the fact that
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the liberal movement was being split asunder by the "communist issue"
and she thought that this was not the time for such intra fraticidal
fights. ©She has become a very good friend of Yurlko's in recent weeks
and eonfldes a lot of her personal problems in her. I believe that she

went to college some place in the midwest.

January 9, 1947, Thursday

I went down to the USES this morning to put in a formal applica-
tion for a job 1in order to comply with the readjustment allowance
eligibility. The interviewer told me that there were not too many
avallable jobs: "As one vet to another, I'd advise you to take it easy
for a whille and draw the compensation because most of the job offers
coming in do not pay much.," He asked what would be the minimum salary
I would accept and I put down 560 even though I had never earned that
much in a regular job, That 1s the way the army sojourn has spolled me.
I suppose that I could be considered one of the vets who has gone to the
dogs, not willing to work, too lazy, feels that the government owes him
a living. I rationalize that I am just walting to get into school and
I can busy myself constructively finishing the work about the apartment
and getting used to married life.

I went up to the Veterans Administration to apply for my letter of
eligibllity to go to school, and while I was walting around for four

hours for an interview, IlPad plenty of time to think about what was

going to happen to the hundreds of vets who swarmed about the bullding.
Most of them seemed to be unemployed, and I don't know what their attl-
tudes will be like when the benefits run out. There must be at least a
million of them drawing the readjustment allowance. We are supposedly
in the midst of a full employment boom, but something is radlically wrong

when so many cltizens are still out of work. It could be a dangerous
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symptom and when too many ecltlzens live in a world of frustration and
emptiness, it glves impetus to fasclst trends., A lot of the GI's I saw
at the VA could easlly become folls for some American Fuehrers, It
wouldn't take much to convince them that all of the economic troubles
stem from the lack of raclal "purity” and that it 1s the fault of Jews
and Negroes if a depression develops. It made me shiver involuntarily
when I thought of it. A rootless and functlonless vet would be in the
mood to listen to any crackpot. We have American-style fascism already,
and it could easlly outdo the European varlety 1f condltions got bad
enough., The blg corporations and military would do anything to keep in
power and we have more of thls evlil than any other country in the world
ever had, As I sat there, I thought that I could never support another
war even though 1t benefited me to be in the army. It is too dangerous
for the future of democracy. That's what disgusts me to read about the
11f1ltration of our government with so many military men and repres-

entatives of corporations as they are much more dangerous than the

"eommunists" the press rants about so much these days.

Yurlko got up and went to rehearsal and her cold is well under
control now., I worked on another bookcase in the study. When Yuriko
came home, everything was cheerful and I forgot about my depressing
thoughts this afternoon., If everyone had a panacea like her, Life
would be so wonderful, Yuriko told me more about the tour plans and
emphasized how difficult it would be to be separated for six weeks., She
sald that she didn't know how she would take it yet, but I'm sure that
proper adjustments will come and there 1s no danger that it willl inter-
fere with our marital venture excessively. But I do know that I will
miss her tremendously. However, there 1s no regrets that I marrled a

dancer. I think we both gained by our matrimonial alllance.
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I palinted my new bookcase today, and after listening to the complli-
ments on my carpentry talents by Yuriko, I concluded that I should promote
myself into the amateur carpenter class now as my apprenticeship has been
properly served. I surprise myself when fhings I build turn out so well.
It must be love. It ls a tactlical problem to build anything for this
apartment as the floor slants and I have to bulld things crooked in
order to make them look straight in this home!

Most of the afternoon I occupled myself by doing laundry and thereby
taking business away from Harry the Chinese laundryman. I concluded that
I had sufficient experience from camp and the army to be able to attend
to this task so I worked diligently upon 1t for several hours, It was
strenuous work. When Yurlke came home, she was so surprlsed, She
rewarded me by making love to me between her preparations for dinner,
Yurlko was touched because I loved her enough to do the home laundry
and that 1t did not lessen my pride. But she didn't have to go to the
studio and tell her frlends of what I had done. A speclal dinner was

prepared for me because I worked so hard. It looked delicilous, but some-
thing went wrong. Yuriko had creamed the string beans with a heavy
canned milk which we had used earller in the week and 1t was much too
sweet, I ate the stuff bravely, but I got a stomach ache. Yuriko was
so sad that her speclal meal had turned out so badly; 1t really wasn't
her fault, She sald that as an alternative reward she would treat me

to the movies. So she gave me my $5.00 "allowance" and sald "let's go
over to see if Ethel and Paul would like to come along." So we got a
quart of lcecream and went over there for dessert.

We met Ethel's friend from Bennington College over there. That
college has a progressive system whereby the students work for three
months during the winter as a part of their educatlon. The girl
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appeared to be very nlce, thinks that movies recommended by Cue mag are
the best, the modern college girl type. Another girl we met there was
Mary Khaun, a Chlnese girl, She was going back to China next week,
"I've been away from home for 8 years and it's time I went back to
visit the folks." She was worrled that her Chinese dress would be toe
"dated." The girl comes from a rich Chinese famlly, not too interest-
ing, thinks that movies like "It's a wonderful 1life" are typlecal of
Amerlcan life, very conservative, a Chlang Kal Chek supporter,

Paul, Ethel, Yurlko and I went to see the French film of the war,
"Jericho." It has been proclaimed as one of the best plctures of the
war, but the natlonalism 1t stressed made my stomach curdle. (Maybe
it was stlll the effects of the sour beans, I don't know,) Artistieally,
it was a good film, and at least it dld portray German soldiers as
something less than bestial supermen, It extolled the 1dealism of the
Freneh underground fighting for llberty and demoeracy, but I kept think-
ing of how the present French government 1s massacring the Indo-Chinese
for wanting these same freedoms, Nationalism and imperialism doesn't
seem to be much of a solution for anything except subject matter for
commercial movies., But it was nice to be out with Yurlko for a change

so why should I complaln?

January 12, 1947, Sunday

Another leisurely and satlsfying weekend. Yuriko was home much
more than antliclipated. We jJust puttered around the house when she came
home from the studlo yesterday noon, and finally got around to taking
down our Christmas tree., She thought that she had to rehearse in the
evening, but it was unexpectedly called off. The tour now starts in
Boston on February 8th according to the latest plans. They may not have
a NYC opening because of the difficulty in getting ; theater., Yuriko
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hes & big part in "Cave of the Heart" (called Medla at the Columbia U.
commissioned preview last spring). At that time, Yuriko had very favor-
able revliews from the ecritlics and some dancers thought that she had
stolen the show from Martha Oraham., I haven't seen her dance with the
Graham company yet.

Last night we declded to spend the evening at home since Yurlko
has been rehearsing so much and we were not in a mood for golng visiting
or to a show, Yurlko made some deliclous fudge, only she tortured my
taste buds for hours with the sweet chocolate smell but wouldn't let me
sample untll she was completely satisfied that 1t would harden. We used
the pressure cooker for the first time for dinner and obtained amazing
results with the food., Modern conveniences are nice, and it certailnly
does simplify cooking., It only took five minutes to cook the potatoes
and 15 minutes for the meat loaf, We read the funnies after mldnight,
and fell asleep easlly because we were both tired.

This noon, Yurike got up and cooked a feast for breakfast--waffles,
fried potatoes and frled weenles, bacon, eggs, coffee, sliced oranges.
I stuffed myself and then staggered back to bed to spend the usual lazy
Sunday dlgesting the week's news in the papers. Yuriko went to the
audition winners recital at the YMHA with some of her friends, but she
was very disappointed with the results. After dinner, she went to the
studlo and rehearsed until 11:00 p.m. She jJust got home a few minutes
ago, I feel gullty for having such a lazy day while she had to exert
so much energy. All I did was lay 1in bed, read papers, listen to the
radio, eat her fudge. A 1llttle whlle ago, I got a gullty consclence so
I went out to the kitechen and washed the dimner dishes. Sunday 1s my
day of rest, and I really do enjoy it. I don't even like to stii out
of the house., I don't dress at all, nor shave. It shouldn't be such
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a novelty to me, but I get the contented feellng of being in my own
home, I wish that Yuriko could spend more Sundays with me, but her
schedule is unpredlictable and she may be busier than ever in rehearsals

unt1l the tour starts. She has to get her plcture taken next week by

Mademolselle to accompany an article about her as an "outstanding young

artist."
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Thils morning I went over to the lumber ahop to get some wood
for bullding the cleoset, and was amazed at the prices charged--if
you can get anything at all., While talking to the owner, he men-
tioned that he had been in the service and how glad that he was
still 1in business because of the bad economic conditions these
days for vets, He began to sympathize with me and mentioned that
I must be having a tough time getting a job, e?c. The first thing
I knew he was offering me some lumber at half price: "Always glad
to help a vet", I wish that everyone had this sort of an attitudel
Instead of the closet costing me $27.00, I will build 1t for about
$4000, That 1s quite a savings. I had a tough problem figuring it
out, but I managed to complete a satisfactory closet after about 14
hours of dlligent work. Yurlko complains that I get so wrapped up
in my project that when she comes dashing home for meals and Jjust
to see me, I practically ignore her! That 1s not the case because
I time the passage of the day with her comings and going and when
she 18 a bit late, I am very consclous bf her absense,

Bullding things about the apartment keeps me occupled and it
is an interesting pastime to make somet-ing out of nothing. Slowly
we are getting our place in shape; 1t takes so much time and there
is always new little things to do. It seems to be an endless process
but I am not bored with it because I want the apartment to look
nicely for Yuriko's sake, She doesn't have much time to work abou?
the house because she 1s busy dashlng back and forth to the studlo,
but she does as much as possible every time she gets a chance. She
feels badly because she 1s not able to do more. Yurilko tells her
friends at the studio all about the work I am dolng so they get a
day by day report, and the are getting very curlous to see what 1t

all looks like, One of these days we plan to have an open house,

-— -
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Yuriko's schedule is so indefinlite that it 1s difficult to plan
anything ahead, I haven't had mueh of an Inclination.to go out; I
feel selfish because I just want to stay home with Yuriko when she
is not rehearsing--very rarely now., She has to be there mornings
and evenings. Starting from next week, she wlll get pald for
rehearsals,

Lately Yuriko has been getting more conscious of our soaring

living costs so that she has gone systematically about keeplng some

genral control over expenditures so that we will not go in the

hole., As soon as I start drawing the 52-20, some of the economle
tension will be 1ifted. I don't like to see her spending all of
her money supporting me, It has taken quite a bit to set up
housekeeping, but we have done remarkably well in cutting corners
here and there, Yuriko has become a very good shopper so that
actumlly we eat much better than before and at a lower cost. Ve
declded thls evening that we would try to maintaln ourselves on a
monthly budget of §200, and I think that it 1s very possible. It
makes living so pleasurable when planned with an Intelligent and
pretty companion}

As this was one of the rare evenings free fur Yuriko, we
went over to the Fostel to visit her folks and pick up some of our
cleaning things. It 1s a good thing that Mr. M. has a cleaning shop
as a sldelline because our bill would have been $30,00 for all the
things we sent. Yuriko told them that they "opened up just at the
right time," The wholesale price for that cleaning was $10,00, but
the M8s refused to accept anything. Yurlko's mother likes to help
us, and she now belleves that her daughter made a good marriage
and that she no longer has any reservations! It 1s surprising our

rapldly she hes accepted the marrlage because she was not in very
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of 1t four months ago. Now she tells ¥drikeo that the cholce was
good, and she always does little thlngs to glve us ahelping hand.
Psychologlically, Mrs. M, 1s settled and thls has changed her
whole personality so that she 1s a busy and happy individual now,
The hostel was just the place for her, She is busy supervising, and
she does all the shoppling for the food. Apparently she has made
friends with the A and P butcher because he 1s always saving her
cholce meats, Mrs, M inslisted upon glving up a fat chicken to
bring home with us, Her generosity 1s more than superficlai because
the last few times we have been over there, we have noticed that
Mrs M 1s busy buying things to send to relatives in Japan--mostly
food items. Since she would not accept payment for the cleaning,
Yuriko suggest that we buy some canned meats and glve them to her
so that she can send them to relatives Inthe old country., MNrs., M
doesn't have the tlme to shop around for all of these llttle tHings.
A clearcut indlcation of her attlitude towards us now was in
her telling Yurikeo about a conversatlon she had with the Kibel
assistant manager there and his flancee, I don't talk much with
Mrs. M because of the language difflculty so Yurlko tells me
afterwards, She sald that her mother .was defending marriage 1n her
dlscussion with the kibel boy. It seems thatthis boy and his filancee

are getting very frustrated because economically they think it 1s too

much of a risk, Due to this feeling, they have become a bit dislllu-

sioned about marriage in general, and about the inadvisabllity of
mixing a career with it in particular. They made comments to Mrs. M
that & career and marriage could not mix, so she took issue with
them and sald 1t was an individual matter., She used practically

the same arguments which Yuriko gave her four months ago when we

tried to convince her that a mistake was not belng madel




13, January 1947 cont,

-

Mr. M, also offers us generous help--like the cleaning and

dyeing. He bought a typewriter from a Nisel girl for $70 "in order

to help her out" and as soon as he makes out his Income tax returns
he sald that I eould use the machine indefinitelyl He doesn!t type
much at all and he only bought the machine because he thought that
I could use 1t} It 1s quite a relief to Yuriko that her parents
are flnanclally selvent because 1t 1s less of a burden on us., So
many Nisel have the additlonal responsility for aged parents

these days. We are fortunate in thls respect because the M's are
dolng much better than we are! Yurlko says that her mother 1s

so happy when we go over there. She just putters around and trys
to flnd something to glve us., 8She gave Yuriko a coffee contalner
so that she could take hot soup to rehearsals and keep warm, The
atmosphere over there has been eased considerably for us because

of the ping pong table. We 1llke to play and it 1s a good opportunity.
Mr. M suggests that 1f I get bored with leafing, I ecould take care
of the counter 1n his cleaning shop, and "learn Spanish and make
social studies." I may do it after Yuriko goes on tour if I get
the apartment In good shapej 1t may be an interesting experience.

14 January 1947, Tuesday.

Four months of marital bliss today, and Yurlko was so
sentimental and romantiec that I fell in love with her all over,
I even interupted my carpentry work in order to smooech with her
on this speclal occasion! We had a couple of drinks before dinner,
and 1t made us act sllly. We were dancing around in the kitchen
while the chicken was belng steamed violently 1In the pressure
cooker. Yuriko made a very specidl dinner and we feasted to our

hearts content. Everything was so tasty., Lately we have been
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learning a blt about Itallan foods and adding new things to our

diet. This evening we had Itallan lettuce salad and fresh olives,

Yuriko had a very busy day because she had to get some

pletures taken by Mademolselle Magazine, and we overslept so she
had to make a mad dash for 1t. There wlll be an artlcle about her
and four other successful Nisel In the art fleld in the Aprll edition
of the magazine, The rest of the day, Yuriko taught and rehearsed.
She wasn't home until after midnight so I got worrled and I started
to look for her as she was not In the studlo., All sorts of fears
went through my dumb head. I thought maybe she slipped and fell or
something. It was a grest relief to flnnaly see her coming down
the street. She sald that the group went over to Don's after re-
hearsal to discuss about her choreographing a new dance, It 1s so
inconvenlent not having a phone., Yurilko sald that she kept telling
her friends that she had to get home or I would worry; and they
just teased her that she has lost her Independence. "But I feel
freerer and happler than I every did in my 1life,"™ Yurlko deflantly
remarks, "and you just don't know how it 1s because you aren't
marriedl” So I rewarded her with a bilg kiss and felt very ldcky
and no longer irritated and worrled because I had walked around In
the drizzle looking for her! I think we wlll miss each other a

lot when she goes on tour. She sald today that she may be out of
town just two weeks and then come back for a NYC opening. It all
depends upon the Hurok management and plans are sti1ll indefinite for
the tour ltlnerary.

This evening I went to the AVC community meeting on housing
in the Judson Memorial Hall near Wash ington Square, There were
about 200 interested people present. I slept through the first
speech because the drinks I had earller in the evening made me

drowsy. But after I became alert enough, I discovered that the
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discussion was most stimulating and there were some very fine

speakers present. They presented the housing erises in a forceful

manner and urged that we take aetion as elvillans, The AVC chapter
is pla ning to put up voting gooths all over the city.on Lincolns
birthday in order to let the publiec "vote™ and petition to Congress
that rent controls must not come off, The Greenwich AVC chapter
seems to be active and alive to public problems so I Indicated a
desire to join the chapter on the cards passed out,

Several of the speakers were prominent in public 1life, and
it looks like there might be a chance on keeping rent controls 1if
the public is aroused enough., Public acyion did not save OPA or

pass the FEPC blll, but 1t did put enough pressure on BgRgress to

pust Bllboe., The real estate boys are marching on Congressto take
rent controls off so that they can meke more profit. With such an
acute housing crises existing, the vreal estate companies are still
able to get priorities for bullding comercial skyscrapers, honky=-
tonks, and poolhalls which are more profitable, It doesn't look
too hopeful with a Republican congress committed to prilvate
enterprise, but the voters may have sometlng to say about the

rent controls If they can get organized., The real estate companles
lamely state that the present housing shortage 1s a naturally

result of the drepression and war, and if controls were 1l1fted

more housing would be build. Assemblyman John Lamula, a republiean,
made a strong speech at the meeting and he was outstandingly liberal
in his views. He has Introduced a rent control bill In the state
assembly and he asked that the voters force Dewey to act upen it
instead of spending all the tax momey on highways. FHe pointed out
that the reaction movement was very strong these days and everything
was called communistic and "red™ 1f it endangered profits. He

commented that the real estate outfits were making more profits
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right now than every before 1n hlstory, and he felt that Fasclsm was
rearing 1ts ugly head. Lamula econcluded that the reactionary force
was all tled in together and that the 1lssue was garger than housing
and discrimination in livlné places, Elizabeth Sifton, the chief
editorall writer of the NY Post, and Robert Wagner Jr, the City

Cormissioner of Bullding and Housing, sald similar things. Wagner,

partlcularly, was effective 1n hils comments: "bills called eommunistie
today become the accepted law of tommrrow," He called on the
sudlence to sign the prtitlon to Congress for passage of the Wagner-
Ellender-Taft housing rellef blll. I don't know how Taft got 1n on
anything so liberal as this bill as he 1s not known for his pregres-
sive ldeasl One ex-vet got up and yelled that enough talking had
been done, and he was for rounding up a lot of vets and marc ing inte
vacant bulldings and taking them over. The chalrman of the meeting
quletly responded that the AVC was committed to aectlion as cltizens
first, and that they st1ll believed in the power of demoecratle

action without force of that sort., Sometimes, I wonder 1f publie

discussion 1is enough,

15 January 1947, Wednesday.

My back ached exceedingly today so I was noi too actlve in
construction work. I did bulld a coffee table though--took an old
rectangular mirror and a broken down camp chalr and with the addition
of a few pleces of wood I put 't together Into a finished product.
Yuriko was so pleased with it and she sald that 1t looked so moder-
nistle that the idea should be sent to the magazine "Better Home
and Gardens." That was quite complimentary, but it felt like I
had achleved somet' Ing worthy today., I have plenty of time to think
up things to bulld, only it is so hard to get lumber. I went looking

around this morning and I got guite a tour of the Billage 1in the




15 January 1947, cont.

process, We live in such an Interesting nelghborhood. There are so
many outdoor vegetable and frult stands around here, I ecouldn't
resist going In to shop at some despite my other mission so that I
could joyfully announce to Yurike that I got some good bargain. The
reason why the vegetables are much cheaper down ir this nelghborhoed
is that many Itallan farmers 1n Long Island bring thelr produce
directly to their relative's stand here so that the middleman costs
are cut out and the consumer benefits, We have been trylng out

some strange vegetables recently--which comes from Italy. The shop-
keepers are very accomodating about telling us how to prepare the
things, They all seem attracted to Yurlke, and I notlce that when
she shops she gets a little more than I would if I went, The
influence of Sex, no doubt! I guess I sort of forgot my primary
mission of looking for lumber because I just wandered around looking
at the nelghborhood Iinstead., It made me disgusted to see white
shirts for sale at $6.,00 each, This district 1s like a city in itself,

Lots of children--some of them very mlschlivious because they carry

matches and light papers which they throw behind doors and gleefully

fun away when they are caught. Pre-school boys at that, Some of
them go into the frult stands and steal apples and then run, callling
the old Itallan men foul names as they scamper away. The 1llttle
brats are ripening themselves to belng the juvenile delinquents of
tomorrow. A broken down o0ld lade with stalned teeth and stinking
clothes tried to decoy me into an alleyway Iin order to proposition
me for f1fty cents: "Speclal price for United States Soldlers," she
says very patrlotically. Garlic smells all over the place; lots of
0ld unemployed men sitting around; little sweatshop factories here
and there. I felt gullty for having such a free and wasy life right
not while other people were at honest jobs. Yuriko and I have declded

that since we plan to live in this neighborhood for some time, we
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will try to patronize as many of the local shops as we ean If they

are good cnes, We want to be a purt of this community as it glves one
a feeling of "belonging." It seems to me that there are too many

lost and uprooted souls in New York City, and I don't mean just

Nisel, When I walk by a saloon In early morning and see sad looking
men drinking solltarily, I feel so sorry for them because they have
really miss,d someting in 1ife., Yuriko is fpsurance that I won't

ever be such a lost soulcas she represents sometH ng to work for,

Kikuchl family 1ife goes on according to the comrunicatlon
from Marlko, I'd rather read her letters than listen to her jangling
talky she mentions that she gives the family $40 a month now so I
forglve her for "stealing my radio.” I just as mot in the pesition
to help Mom now, and the mcney left In the bank for her wlll have to

do untll I am in a better position upon completing school.

INSERT
January 8, 1947
Dearest Yurlko and Chasi

So sorry to keep you folks walting so long to thank you for the lovely

nylons, but better late than never, so they say, so here are my thanksl

Geo. and I have been 111 since Christmas, and altho we are finally
on the road to recovery we still aren't completely over our respective
eolds, I had the Flu for about 10 days, and Geo, had a touch of it
too., This New Year's eve was the quletest we have ever spent = we
both felt so miserable that we went to bed around © p.m. and spent
most of the next day in bed. Ve had to get up to go down to the south
side, as we had promised Mom several days previously that we would
be over, and there was no way to get in touch with her, so we had to
go, since she had gone to quite a bit of trouble to fix a New Year's

Dav spread. Evervthing was delicious. hnt we canlants 20 woag sk ( @
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our stomachs were sc upset. We felt a lot better after we had some-
thing to eat though, so we decided to drop over to Ben Voss'sy; Yoshi
Hetano and Yuke Minaga (who had dropped 1n at the Eikuchi's) declded
to come with us, We spent the rest of the evenling there, and then
came home,

We were Invited to a Christmas Eve party by Betty and Bruece Yantlis,
on the lorth side, and spent an enjoyable evening there. The next
day we went down t-visit the famlly, and enjoyed a simply delicious
Turkey dinner that Mom ecooked, It was just wonderfull They had
decorated a tred with trimmings and 1lights (something new has been
addedl) with thelr gifts displayed under 1t, and the flreplace was
fixed up very nleely too. The kids recelved many lovely gifts, and
everyone was in a festive mood, so 1t was:uall quite nice. We dldp't
have a tree this yearj; we figured that since we weren't going to be
home Xmas Eve or Xmas day, there wasn't much point in getting one.

Besldes, we haven't been having many visltors for the past few months,

as Geo, has to have absolute quiet when he is studying, which is

every evening when he 1sn't at school and weekends, We were invited
to a party last Saturday evening and to another thils coming 5aturdny;
which we will ettend, but after that we will have to hlbernate, as
Geo, will have to cram for his exams which are comlng up soon.

How are you folks comlng along with the new apartment? Have you
done much painting, Charley? Are you planning to get any new gurniture?
What about your heating system? Is it adequate in this cold weather?
Is you girlefriend still with you folks, Yuri? “hen sre you entering
school, Chas? When/;:: starting you tour, Yurike, and what 1s your
itinerary? Will you come to Chieago? Will you go to San Franeiseco,
Seattle, Los Angeles? So many questlons, but we all want to know,
so please answer every one of them when you writel You must be very
busy, both of you, but please squeeze a little time in you ecrammed
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days and drop us a line now and then.

Emi 1s visiting Allice and Mark in Detroit - she got three weeks
vacation, so she spent Christmas with the family and left the following
Mondey, so she chould spend New Year's eve, with them, Allce and
Mark phoned us on Christmas Day to give us thelr greetings and to thank
us for the coat I made for Ricky (I made a coat just like Mark's for
Riecky, out of a palr of Geo's worn out gabardline slacks., It came
out beartifully, if I do say sol). Jack wrote us the other day to
thank us for our gift and to tell us that Dolores is now acting
supervisor and teaching classes « 1sn't that swell? FHe sald that
they both are looking forward to meeting you, Yuriko, when you go on

tour. Jeck 1s just winding up his job with the Post Office, and will

go back to school soon, Perhaps he 1s back at Stanford already.

Mom slipped and fell flat on her back as she was running for the
streetcar one morning, a couple of days before New Years Day, and
she wes complaining of a sore back the day we went down there. We have
been after her to quit working for the winter months, but she says
that what I give her and what Bette contributes isn't enuff to tide
them over, now that they aren't getting anything from you., When we
ment ioned Jack's fund, she declared that she wasn't golng Into 1t,
as she has & great feeling of insecurlty about the future, and wants
to have that to rely on, I am contributing more than one-fourth my
salary every month (§40,00) to her, and would like to contribute more,
but under the circumstances am unable to, as half my salary goes to
1iving expenses and the rest I have to have for my personal expenses,
such as carfare, lunch money, cosmetics, clothes, ete, Geso's Dad
stopped working several months age, and now he 1s sending his folks
money regularly, as well as 1oaniﬁg his brother sums of money, as he
has been out of work and only started working recently. Hls sechool
expenses run up quite a bit too, and since he 1s only making a few

dollars more t-an I am, he 1sn't muech better off +ther T am WA &0
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everythings by halves - and the arrangément has so far worked out
pretty well, When he gets thru with hils course he 1s hoping to

change jobs, as hls present job 1s more or less dead-end, with not
much ppospect of a ralse 1n salary in the near future in sight. Ve
feel that in a year or two the problem of our respectlive families will
be greatly eascd, as Emi will be out of school by then, Ueg,. will
have a muech better job (we hopel), Tom and Miyako will probably be

abe to get summer jobs, and then we can start thinking about ralsing

a family. Well, all this 1s probably very boring to you Yurlke, but

we all have a habit of discussing family affairs amongst ourselves,
and 1t's hard to get out of the hablt, Of course we all reallze,
Charley, that you aren't 4n any position at the present time to do
enyting about the matte:, snd we don't expect you to, but I just
thought you'd be Interested,

I just phoned Bette a few m!nutes ago, and she sald to tell you
that there isn't much news from thelr quarters, She says that she 1s
ashamed to say that she doesn't write oftener, but she 1s so tired
after getting home from work and helping with dinner and dolng her
perscnal tasks that she just doennft seem to get around to answerling
her ecorrespondence,

Have you folks gotten rownd to getting the wedding plctures
printed? Mom 1s snxlious to get them (so she can teke them down to
work and brag sbout you Yuriki, I thinkl) end we's all 1ike to-get
coples too, If you will send us the negatives after you get thrn with
them, we can get Bob to print ours for us when he has time, and then
I'11 return the negatives to you, We'd also like to have a portralt
of you two, too, As soon as I get completely over my cold, I want
to get down to Bob's to work on that batch of famlly photos that he
took; so we can mall them to you,

I'm sorry that you have to walt so long for your wedding gift, but

boss ordered it (the steam iron) from one of the firms we do
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business with, and they clalr thaet they haven't come in yet, but
should get them in the near future, If I had known 1t was golng to
take this long, I would have sent you the one we have, but at that
time I thought that yours would be delivered within a couple of weeks,
ILet's hope it will come soon!

Will elose now, hoping you'll write when you have time,...

Love
(signed) Mariko

16 January 1947, Thursday

Gee whiz, I plcked on darling Yuriko thls evenling when she came
dashing home for dinner before going back to rehearsall But she
forg:ve me, I was looking for the negatlives of the wedding pletures
and I eouldén't find them anyplace, I looked in all the drawers and
spent an hour in fruitless searching. All in vain, I got quite
worried about it, and coneluded that they had been lost. When
Yuriko came in, I asked her right away before saying anythling else
where she had put them, "Now let me think," She sald that she could
not remember so I was sure they were lost, All through dinner she
xept quiet, thinking about where she had put them, And she suddenly
premembered, Then she sald that I had eonfused her by belng so insls-
teont and that she really had been too busy with rehearsals to put
anyth ing away, this very defenslively. Then 1 responded, defenaively;
that she could put little things way and that I didn't expect her to
do & lot of work here., After we got that out, we spent the rest of
the time making up. Gosh, we almost had our first argumenti Good
thing that Yurikeo had such a good disposition because she could have
gotten irritated., I shall have to avoid "picking" on her hereafter
about unnecessary ltems because 1t would be terrible if she go t angry
with me, and refused to talk or maybe go over to her mother'sy I was
worried that she would be more at me, but 1ittle t'ings do not throw

her thaut easily, She even reassured me that she loved me very much
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golng into the fifth month of our marriage so that I reverted back inte
my state of happiness,

This morning I went down to the social security offlice to sign for
my first GI cheek, It will be delayed one week because one of the
forme was not correet, The interviewer acted as if 1t were my faulte-
he must have been a former offlcer because he certalnly did aet bossy.
After the papers were stralghtened out, he made a friendly gesture
and sald that he knew many Nlsel over in the Islands, The young man
in 1ine just before me was drawing his last check, and he commented,
"Let the press think that we are bums for drawing the cheeck for 52
weeks, but I don't regret 1t, I'm willing to go out and hustle for
a job now, and I don't think that I got lazy, It was a good thing,
and 1ittle enough for the beating I took over in the ETdd, If
eivilians went throughthe hell of having shells and bullets fly by
them day after day for four months like I dld, and 1f they had to
sweat out two years in the arsy in Burope, they would think thaot $20

a week was too cheap, Now I'll go out and hustle for a job, If you

are smart you would draw that check for a whole year too," Apparently,

many former GI's have the same phllosophy because there was qulte a
mob down in that office., I don't have to do any justifylng to myself
because I don't have any gullty feelings about belonging to the 52-20
club for a while,

After I left the Soclal Security Office, I wandered down Gpal
street for sbout an hour and saw some more of NYC, That's why I
didn't get much work done about the apmrtment today, just puttered
around here and there, There 1s so much to this city that 1t takes
months to see a2ll of the interesting districts. Many people feel
that NYC is much too big, but 8 million others must 1like it flne
enough to live here--unless they are trapped by economic circumstances,
I'm sure that thls ineludes many of the dwellers of the tenement distriet

T asw this mornine.
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I don't kn ow 1f 1t 1s 1llness or just tiredness, but I didn't feel

too well today and I spent the whole day relaxing in bed. Maybe I was
Just plaln lazy as I spent the time reading., My throat was irritable
and I thought that I was eatching & cold, Yurlke took no chances and
ordered me to sleep and rest the entire day. She thought thet I was wok
working to hard about the house, 8he gave mu such tender care that it
felt good, untll she got flrm and insisted that I eat only liquids for
meals! Then she felt so 'ry for me because she brought out a birthday
gift, a very expenslve palr of wool llned slippers and told me to wear
them when I had to get out of bed, 8he 18 so considerate all of the
time. Yuriko rushed home between the rehearsal periods to see how I
was coming along, and I felt gullty because I was really not 111, She
must have Baught on that I wan ted her to lavish her attention upon me
because she was golng to meake me get up and do the dished but she
relented at the last minute and excused me from thls task, She sald
that 1t was her fault for my 1llness because I workdd do hard dolng
things for her!l Such a remarkable disposition she has because she 1s
always affectlonate and kind, and she 1s always doing 1llttle things to
make me happy. I try to reciprocate, but my imaginationls not as qulek
as her, She says, "Being happlly married is a remarkable experience
and I'm glad thot I did ot miss out on it." It amuses her that her
parents now feel that she 1s an adult, and she doesn't objeect to them
thinking that they are helping a struggling houng couple get started
as long asthey do not interfere in our lives. So far the arrangement
has worked very satlisfactorily.

Yuriko is concerned because she has to spend so much of her time at
the studio in rehearsals and she fears thut I may get lonesome and
resent her activity outside of thehousehold, I reassure her that 1
sti1ll feel that I am very lucky to see her as much as I dc, I wouldn't
think of stepping in the way of her self reallzations of her dancing

capacities. We consider our marrlage a cooperative enterprise, and I
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think that both of our personallties have expanded in recent months,
I told her that our apartment was golng to be fixzed up nicely so that
1t could be an altar for our fire of love to glow, Yuriko is so warm
and passlonate and she makes me feel that I am the only one in existence.
She 1Insists th:t she has to shaure in the financial support of our
budget untll I get started, but that thls would not mean that our
Interests would be so wildely separated that we would be so widely
separated, Exkx that we would not have anything in ecommon, When she
comeshome tired, she usually tells me all about what has happened
durlng the day-- down to all the little feuds at her studlo,

This evenlng Yuriko brought Shirley home for dinner as the girl
was having some mental conflicts about her dareer and she wa ted to
talk to someone, She told Yurlko that through an misunderstanding,
Martha Graham had econecelled her scholamhlp and ordered her never to
come back., Shirley felt that 1f she had an intermediary, it ecould all
be straightened out., She is from the mldwest and an aspiring dancer,
very well read, and extremely Indificualistie and intelligent, Shirley
did defense work durlng the war, She felt much better after spénding
the evening with us, and asked many questions about Yuriko's early
danelng career 1n Japan, She eouldn't understand why Yuriko never
did 1llke 1t there because " I think it is so pleturesque wearing
those kimonos and following that culture." Yuriko sald tht she only
wore a klmono once while 1in Japan because she went to a progressive
school, It was while in high school that Yuriko went on her tours,
She showed Shirley many of her publicity plectures taken in the past.
She said that her mother dld domestie work here in the U, S, and sent
$20 per month for her support. It was during the depression and in
those days the exchange value was so high th:t the money was enough to
support four people in €omfort 1in Japan., Yuriko lived with her private
dancing téacher, but she sald that she always felt a little different

and wanted to come back to Amerlea., She had conslderable prestige among
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the other students, however, because her mother would send her gifts
from America, especlally chocolate candy--which got mouldy. And she
was always looking for American foods like hotdogs when she went to
the Ginza because she was homeslck for her friends at the San Jose
school which she left in 1929, She gorgot all her English in the 7%
years in Japan and had to plek it up again after ;oming back, Now

she wouldn't mind taking a tour trip there next year so that she could
look up some of her relatives and girlfriends who are now in the
Japanese movies, but "my permanent residence 1is 168 Thompson st,., for a
long time because I hate to move around and I'm ready to settle down
in NYC or nearby." Then she asked me 1f I was homeslck to go "back to

California”, and I answered In the negative. We are living in an Italian

district now but 1t 1s "back to America" as far as we are @ ncerned

because !t represents freedom and all the other things we used to long
for while éonfined In camp in Arizona. Just the other day, Yurike
remarked, "Goah, a lot of thlhgs have certalnly happened since those
dark days of evacuatlon almost flve years ago," I answered that it was
a good thing that I dldn't know her in Arizona because I probably would
have trled to take her out in the desert under the cactus} "Oh no, you
wouldn't have because I was a sensitive timid 1ittle Nisel girl then
and I 1lived in my own Ivory Tower of dancing." Yuriko has a well balanced
sense of humor end she 1s always making funny 1ittle remarks, and her
feelling of friendliness towards people 1s so warm that people just
gravitate to her immedlately. It certainly was a lucky day for me when
I was lonesome in a city of 8 milllion so I picked up the phone and
ecalled her up for the first time! She was the realization of my post
war dreams}

This afternoon lirs, Ohta dropped in to visit and ask 1f there were
any things she could furnish the apartment with, By a peculiar arrange-
ment, we pay $15 a month extra rent to her because she holds the lease

on the place, and the money is because the place 1s supposed to be
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"furnished", We have thrown most of the junk out and invested in getting

things of our own. DBut we declided that as long as we were paylng the

extra money, we should ask her to get chalrs and a few other things. lirs.
Ohta seemed to be very accomodating and anxlious to do things for us., We
would have been willling to pay $50 rent anyway, but 1t is the principle
of the thing! She thought that we had done a remarkable Job in fixing
the place up; I hope she doesn't get any fancy ldeas of mowing in! Her
son had the place before and he 1s in Japan with the army now. Her
daughter lives in the country. MNrs, Ohta visited for about an hour and
she chatted about her family, She 1s caucaslan, married to an Issel who
came over to do diplomatie work 1n Washington 25 years ago and has been
in this country ever since. Ilirs. Ohta sald that after they were

married they lived 1n upstate NY for 10 years and she taught her two
chlldren through the elementary classes herself, Her husband was with
the 0SS during the war do!l g propaganda work, and he was later sent to
Japan and Indla, lirs, Ohta appeared to have soclallstlec leanings, an
internatlonallist at heart. She 1s discouraged about the post war world
and thinks that the natlons are more imperiallstic than ever before.

She particularly conderns England and the U.S8, From some of the remarks
she made, I gathered that her circle consisted of very intelligent,
1iberal minded friends., Despite that, she ls provinclal when it comes to
the matter of resldential areas. She feels that NYC 1s the best place

in the country to live and that the rest of the country 1s too provincial
to sult her, "Where else can you meet so many different paclal groups
and mix with them in a human wey?" lNaybe she got something there. She
thinks that 1%t was a good choice for the UN headquarters to be located

in this elty, because "it may help those internatlonal politickns to
realize that different groups can get along when they observe the NYC

melting pot."




18 Junuary 1947, “aturday

2 V1!

Today 1s my birthday, so Yurlko made me remain in bed and rest,

She 1s having such a busy day at the studlo, and she may not be back
unt1ll midnight. She left orders that I should get in bed and read the
papers, but I am dlsobeyling her. Yurlko only had about three hours off
all day long. Th!s afternoon she pushed home and instead of resting,
she buslly cleaned the spartment up and dusted off all the shelves,
Then she presented me wlth another birthday present, a copy of Mine
Okubo's book, "Citizen 13660.," She sald that thils was our first birthe-
day party and she was sorry that our plans for going out were disrupted,
Yuriko spent all of her allowance to buy me presents. Thls evening, she
had 45 minutes off between rehearsal so she rushed home to the dinner

I prepared and brought a half of an apple ple with her. I blew the
squat duck candle (which "looks 1llke you trying to kiss me") out and
wished thaet we would have a long and happy married 1ife together. It
was the best bilrthday party I've ever had even 1f Yurlko could not be
with me all day, She says, "I read 1n a book once that a wife should
hold back some of her love so that her husband won't get too sure of
himself and take the wife for granted, but I won't go by the books
because I want to glve youeery bit of my love so th:ut you can be just
as happy as I." I tease her by keeping a copy of Havelock Ellis's
"pPsychology of Sex" by the bed and telling her that I need 1t for quilek
reference in case she feels that my love technique 1s not up to par.

Got a card from the USES asking me to come down monday for an
interview. It may be for a job prospect as soclal worker, I asked
Yurlko what I should do and she sald that I had to make up my own mind
about what was best for me but that I should not forget that 1t was
{mportant for me to complete my MA work and that I need not worry about
the financlal arrangements because we had already worked out these detalls
previously., I don't know ls 1t will be for a job offer actually, but
I will honestly tell them that I am walting for admittance to school and

1t might be a risk if I took a Job only for 6 weeks or so, I should
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be more enthusiastic about colng back to school, but I am not. My only
purpose is to get that degree, and brush up a bit #n-the process., I
can't get exclted about do'ng & dull monotonous job elther., I stlll feel
that I want to do something which 1s constructive and self satisfying.
Before the war, I would have jumped at almost any job but I don't @leel
that way anymore. Maybe 1t was the army which changed my attitudese-

I hope for the better, In all the time I have been registered at a
USES offlce, thls 1s actually the first time I got a card to come down
and dlscuss employment} If there 1s such a need for socle’ workers,

I wonder why the state of New York o ntinues to pay thls group such’
miserable waces? While I was up in Buffalo last liay, the social workers
were talking about organizing to better their rage levels In llne with
their professional training. In a way I would like t-go to work now 1if
a chance developed, but I may regret 1t later if I don't get my NA so

I had better stick to my origimal plans, The VA sends a notlce saying
that I am eligible for almoﬁt three years of schooling under government
auspiclous, but I only waht one.

19 Januar171947. Sendey.

It 1s becoming my weekly habit to spend all day Sunday In bed
readinge..nice pastime, it 1s tool It glves me u chance to catch up
on the news and get irritated about the generel state of affairs}
My cold has canpletely disappeered and I am in good health once more.
Yuriko rehearsed 211 dey long, and several hours in the evening 8o X
only sew her brlefly today. The tempo of her rehearsals have been
stepped up because the season i{s soon opening, She says that 1t may
be only a two weeks tour if theater arrangements can't be made,

When she ceme home for dinner, we dlscussed her days actlvity and
Yuriko regretted that she could not spend more time at home during the

busy season. She mentioned that "marriage has chaenged my whole perso-

nality tho end they say at the studlo that my style has changed for the
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better," We both agreed that we have been extremely happy and satlefled
with the unlon, and conéluded that no splitlrual or physical disappolntment
could ever Interfere with love, Ve even bragred to ourselves that our
maritel 11fe was exceptlrnal, like most happlly adjusted couples nust del
Then Yuriko said "Someday we shall have a famlly to share our joy." I

got alarmed snd thought that she was hinting that she was planning to

have a child, Yurlko sald that she didn't worry about these thl gs,

"abd although we may not feel that we could afford to have one for a

long time, I won't regret 1t 1f it happens...we shall see," Because of
her natural optimism, she doesn't worry asbout the realltles 1llke I do,

She rightfully concluded that I was the one "to be scared" of having a
fanlly. I guess she is right because I don't feel that we are ready jet
due to several "fears", mainly economic, plus & selfish masculine desire
of wanting her for myself for a year or so, I think that my attitude

on this matter 1s sasler now, and I am beginning to assume more of Yurlike'S
attitude. I felt inwardly that she might resent it very muech 1f her
career were Interfered with by the necessity of chlldbearing, but thils

is not so strong in her thinklng because she doés have a wish for a

baby someday. Right now, she has a stronger wilsh for 1t than I have,
Maybe I am more cautious because of famlly background experiences which
brought out clearly to me that children were an economie burden to parents,
and the compensatlon of a happy family unit was not always achlevede=-

not durlng the child's formative years anyway, It meems strange to be
thinking of such things now when 1t was forelgn to me six months age}

It must be a part of the evolutlon of marriagel

20 January 1947, Monday.

This morning I got up early to go to- the USES to answer the summons

about possible employment. On the bus going downtown I thought deeply

about the whole matter of work versus school, and condluded that Yurlko's

comment that "you may be able to make the money now, but later on you
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may want the degree and find out that 1t 1s too late so it might be a

good bet to gamble on the future,"was the soundest so I made up my mind

to tell the Iinterviewer of my sehool plans., Mrs, Spear, the counsellor,
sald that there was a $3300 year job aspsychiatric social worker open
at Sampson Hospital under the V., A,, and she asked i1f I were interested
in 1t, That 1s base pay, and with overtime it would come wround $300
a month, The Vets Admin. pays more than most social agencles, However,
my mind was made up, so I told the interviewer that I had school plans and
it would not be wise to take a job for only & month or so and then quit
because I might be labelled as unrellable and not be given future jobs,
She agreed that I was making the best cholce. The catech in the job was
that 1t 1s out of NYC, and 1t would mean 1living away from Yuriko and
having to keep up the expenses of a double household. It is also on a
one year contract only. I don't think that I will get such a good job
offer after- I finish school, but I am willing to take the chance. I'1ll
be more satisfied If I go through with my original plans, but it was
tempting. At least 1t made me feel good to realize that army service
did open up job opportunities,

I still have considerable work to do about the apartment but I have
slowed down because I plan to do the floors after Wuriko goes on tour
in order to keep the confusion at & minimum, I'1]l have to start thinking
about other activities 1ln a couple of weeks too in order to keep me
healthlly occupled. It may be a chance to do some of that long delayed
reading that I have been thirking about for many months now, I should
start reeeiving that $20 per week read justment allowance soon as my
application was completed last week, It will be a relief to have a more
or less regular income coming in as Yuriko has been carrying the
largest share of our support up to now--outside of the savings we dipped
into for our initial start here. We have considered a budget on a

number of occasions, but we haven't gotten around to it yet. We have
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a general agreement to try and live withing a $200 monthly expenditure,

and we may almost achleve this goal this month, It takes time to work
these things out and there are always unexpected expenses coming up to th
throw us off balance, But it won't achleve any crises proportions, and

we are happy so that 1s the important thing,
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.l

Since last monday I have been 111 In bed with the flu, and it turned
out to be a rather nasty session. It was so time consuming, and a
grest addéd expense--nothing constructive about it ak all, I just laid
in bed and suffered. I had not been feeling well for the previous
few days, and last monday I began to have severe palns, On Tuesday,
I showed violent symptoms of 1llness and my fever shot up to over 102
degrees and remalned that way for several days. I sweated profusely
for a couple of days, and alternately had chills. Yuriko was very
worried about my donditlon because of the high fever and she thought

that I might have pneumonia agaln so she finally called Doctor Robieion‘

The poor fat old man had such & Dgjjop on his face every time he came
puffing up the steps and I felt sure that Je would have heart failure

or something., The doctor wanted to send me to a hospltal immediately,

but I refused because f felt that I would get better care at home

and I didn't care to be confined for another 18 days 1lke the last time.
Yuriko was very relieved that my l1llness was pronounced as influenza after
the doctor had stuck 1little instruments all over me and pronounced his
diagnoses, I thought it was such a waste of money to call a doctor,

but I suppose that it was the safest thing to de in view of my other

recent 1llness, Yuriko reproached me afterwards for getting 111 by

over exposlng myselfe-as if I deliberately had invited flu germs Iinto

my system,
However, I couldn't have asked for a better nurse because she catered
to my every whim and saw to it that I diligently took the little green
and orange sulpha pllls regularly. Even when I was sort of delirlous,
I remember her whiping my brow off with a cold towel late at night and
making me change pajamas when it became soaked with perspiration. She
fed me chicken soup but I didn't mave much appetite for several days.
She was so tender and concerned about me, and she heglected her rehearsals

t k er me, _ When fever went down, she returned to her
%:'%h%r;%.sl;.lso b]ix%o woau come dashingm%ome to cook for he. I certainly
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was lucky to have such an unselfish and untiring person to take care of me,
My -romantic impulses were dulled so I could only look at her with loving
eyes]! Yuriko went to the Soclal Securlity Office =nd signed for my first
checke~but 1t had to be paed for medical care., It threw our budget way
off 1line, and when I was able to think about these things 1t struck me

just how prohibitive adequate medical care was for most people., And

yet there are those who battle to death against any kind of soclalized

health fnsurance by the government]

Most of the week I had miserable generalized palns, and Yurlko did
not let up with her serious care of me untll I showed signs of passing
the crises by "joking a bit." Then she began to tease me about what
babies men were while 111, She sald that every tlme she came home
from rehearsal, I would be sound asleep but would lmmediately hegin to
groan loudly so that "I would come and hold you hand and anxlously ask
1f you were feellng better." She sald that she was so worried about me
that she couldn't ignore my palins because "vyou sounded like you were
just about ready to die, and your groaning would get very loud just to
make sure I heard 1t." Yuriko sald that she had to stop her washing
about five times one day just to come and hold my hand. It was nice
thoughl I thought she wouldn't catch wise but she was too smart for me,
Yuriko sald that she was golﬂé to charge me nurses wages since I
charged her for palnting the apartmentl

By Fridey, I felt much better and I dldn't have the tilght palns in
my chest anymore. My appetite pegan to return and I was able to get
out of bed for a few minutes at a time. Over the weekend, I began to
get up for meals and some of my strength returned, The doctor came
for the last time today and he sald that I was well on the road to recovery
and he advised me to take it easy for a whole week and continue taking
vitamins pills which he preseribed. I hope that I will not have any
more illness for the rest of the year, I don't know 1f it 1s the change

in weather oFfnot, but since leaving
o =-~=tne California I have caught more colds
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than ever before,

Yuriko has been steadlly rehearsing and I dcn't see much of her
agaln, She evern had to go rehearse yesterday, but she had a few hours
off in the afternoon so she came home and read the sunday papers with
me. She wlll be go'ng off on tour in a couple more weeks. She was
so cute thls morning because she woke up and sald that she had a dream
that I was playlng around with Michiko while she was on tour, and as
she thold 1t she began to scold me! I told her that I didn't have that
dream and that I was Innocent so she smothered me with kisses and
"made up". Then she made me take vitamin pills to bulld up strength
to "smooch with me." We were readling in the sunday papers about the
possibllity of rent controls being ralsed by the Republicans mmd that
upset me considerably. I think that we are paying enough rent without

a further 15-20% 1lncrease of payments--and we certalnly cannot afford 1it.

We will come out In the red In thls month's budget because of anexpected

expenses,

This housing buslness has me bothered because of the new developments
which we learned about *riday night when Mrs, Ohta was here. She
mentioned casuva ly that when her son got out of the #rmy he would need
a place to llve in as he was golng back to college, and that was the
reason why she was saving the place for him, This news astounded ms,
but we didn't say anything to Mes, Ohta as we dld not want to ralse
any lssues, But she never mentlioned that she was saving the place for
her son before. Since she saw how well the apartment has been painted
up, she has been very anxious to put more furniture into 1te-and we
want her to take all the junk out, Originally we moved In with the
understanding that she wanted permanent tenants because 1t was too
muech bSother when people kept moving in and out. ‘he apartment looked
like a dump at that time and it wasn't very desireable., Now that it 1is

clean and nicely fixed up, she has taken a sudden Interest in it and
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wants to prepare us for the fact that her son will move in after he comes
back from the Army in Japan] Vhen Yurlko tcld Duggy about what lMrs, Ohta
sald, Duggy was furious end sald that we had to wateh out for the old lady
because she would try to pull a trick llke that. Duggy advised vs to Jjust
sit tight and not make an 1ssue now, bul when the time ceme to just refuse
to move out. MNeps, Ohta's son may be out of the Army th's summer, That 1s
what we intend to do, but we don't 1llke the uncertainty of the whole busl-
ness, It was bad enough paylng $15 extra a month just for the privilege of
moving in here. The best bet is to cultivate Mr., Ota as he seemed to be a
fair minded individual. He dldn't have much to say when he came with his
wife because she dominated the conversation. We wlll have to depend upon
his "Japanese honori" 1f and when a crises develops.! Ulrs. Ohta 1s
caucaslan and she appears to be quite a shrewed individual., She had very
1iberal ideas and we are hoplng that she practices them in this cese. I
certalnly didn't put in §20C0 improvement In the apartment by palnting

just to move out in six monthsy We shall just hope that 1t will automa-
tically smooth out. Maybe her son wlll reenlist in the army or something
1ike that. It 1s possible that we may be able to reason with him as

Duggy states that he 1s a nlce guy.

Mrs. Ohta 1s anxious to cultivate us socially, but she 1s too talkatlve
and a bilt too patronizlng in her attitudes. She tries to Ilmpress the
"young folks" with her more mature mind as if we don't know as much about
things in general because we haven't 1lived as long as she has, She always
talks about wantling to help young Nisel out, but I hope that thlis aparte
ment deal is not an example of how she performs., She hates England and
bellwes that the hope of the world lies 1n the East. Thls may be partly
a result of her husbands influence, or it may be due to some sort of
defense mechanism. From what I gather, the parents never did achleve
full acceptance in elther a caucaslan or Japanese soclety here in NYC,

and the process didn't get smooth untll the son and daughter grew up and
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made a lot of different friends. So it 1s very natural for lMrs., Ohta to
project her thinking towards the East and make 1t the Utopia, But t'ds

is in her thinking alone as she wouldn't budge out of NYC or vicinity.

She haes the distorted l1dea that t"e rest of America 1s too decayed with
"rotten soclal and raclal prejudiecest to sult her faney, and she 1s
strangely ignorant of the Nisel when it comes ri ght down toc facts. She
hints that the Nisel should not have any loyaltlies but be internationalists
because the American ideal 1s so decadent, I think that I have a bit

more falth In 1t then she does,

Mr, Ohta appears to be qulte an interesting Indlividual also, and I

would llke the opportunity to talk to him alone so that he could speak

up more,. He 1s 1In sort of semleretimement now from what I gather and he
is helping a friend bulld a home outslde of the city so that he only

comes to town every other weekend. He speaks in broken Lnglish, but due
to the enforced use of 1t more than the average Issel he has a much larger
vocabulary and 1s easler inderstood. He mentlgned some of his experiences
ith the 0SS in Japen, and he sald that he did not expect too much from the
Occupation becauvse the callber of men In this work was not very good and
it upset him thet the best Amerlcens were not sent over there., He was
especlally critical of the "strutting Nisel interpreters who came off

the 1ittle farms in Celifornia, but who now act llke conquerors and
superiors in Japen," He sald that one of the big rfallures of the Occupa=-
tion was the Army's inability to recognize the fact that native Japanese
were equal, 1f not superior, in mentality and that Democracy would not

be acceptable to them 1f the Occupation officlals consistently refused to
accept this fact. Shaces of the WRA attltudes in the government of the
camps} MNr, Ohta laughed at the way 1n which Americans were patting them-
selves on the back now for the quick spread of Democracy in Japan, implyilng
that thelr superiority was all around, but he did rot belleve a permanent

poliey of this sort sould work out in the leng run,
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I felt fine today, a bit woozey, but otherwise in full possessi n of
my health once more. The weather thls winter has been extremely mlld,
there has been little real cold weather so far, Ve areln the midst of
a pre-spring cycle nowe-about the same as a Callfornla winter. If this
sort of climate keeps up, I won't have to war my heavy overcoat at all
this winter, It 1s a good thing for us because we have a cold flat, But

there are complications to warm weather too because we wlll need a refrig-

erator as soon as 1t gets springe-if we can get one. Clnce we learned

about our housing status, we feel more insecure about permanently settling
down, We thought ‘that we had the housing problem all solved tool lirs,
Ohta was over agaln, determined to get thlngs into our apartment, She
finally came out with the statement that all along she had been saving
this place for her son. We don't know when he wlll be gettins out of the
army. Mrs., Ohta 1s gettling the movers here on Thursday to take away a
lot of the t"ings which we have no use for, Apparently, she reallzed that
the "extra rent" we were paylng was a blt exhorbitant for tre few thlngs
we have left so she offered to reduce the rent $5,00 when we told "er
that we were buylng may of our own furniture. Yurlko snd I do flot feel
so comfortable sbout buying a regrigerator now because we may be stuck
with it in the event that we have to be dislosated., We still have not
ralsed any 1ssue with Mrs, Ohta in the ho'es that her son will be 1In the
service for a couple of years,

There h:s been a lot of tolk about hew -ousing project, but all of
the arrangements made so far by the state and federal officlals have
been on a temporary basis. It 1s virtually Ilmpessible for most veberans
to buy new homes with the grest lncrease In prices, The way things are
going now, it 1s most 1ikely that the Republican domlnated Congress willl
11ft the rent controls so that thespartment renters llke us will be
further exploited. It 1s a violatlon of one of our fundamental freedoms}

It doesn't take the Ropubllecans long to show thelr true colors, and yet so
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many people are fooled Into thinking that 1ts half-ass domestic program
1s for the benefit of the masses and "private enterprise." The idea
behind the 1ifting of the rent controls 1s that it willl automatiecally
inerease productlon of new home units end, therefore, the prices will
be qulckly forced down wlthout any controls, It doesn't make much sense
to me. In the first place, a famlly unit is helpless 1f rent ceilings
are lifted because there lsn't any other place to move, and, thus, it
becomes a program of "soak the poor% fent cellings has nothing to de

with the high eost of labor and materlals for building new units., If

we, 1like milllions of others, could only fiAdd same 1ittle aeéurity in

hous IngeeesIt's bad enough worrying about making a living without this
added complicatlons,

This afternoon I left the house for the first time 1In a week and went
for a walk., Yuriko had sald that she would not be basck untll late evening
so I ended up in a show, "King's Row." When I got home I was pleasantly
surprised to find Yuriko there. She sald that one of the company got
sick so rehearsals were called off for the evening. Ve embraced, ard we
were both so glad thet we wo'ld not have to eat dinner alone. Yurlko
prepared a hasty, but tasty, meal and we enjoyed it &mmensely. It was a
sort of bastard Japanese meal, If mlssing Yurlko so much just for one
emening makes me so lonesome, two weeks will be extremely diffleult. I
had pla'ned to finish up the apartment, but In view of the new devebpments
I can 't quite put my heart Into 1t; I don't like to get it all fixed up for
someone else to move in, I t'ink that lMrs. Ohta would 1llke to move in
here herself because she is always comnenting how lovely 1t looksl

Yuriko and I will put up a passive resistence, we declded.
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This afternoon I strolled up to Wash., Square Park, and while I was
sitting on a bench, a veteran student from NYU came up and after a few
minutes a conversation started, After talking about innocuous things for
a while, he suddenly mentloned:s "Were you in one of those concentration
camps?" I answered afirmatively, and the veteran sald that he was in
England while it was going on, and "I don't see how the American people
tolerated 1t. I was pretty ashamed of being one while over there, espe=
clally after I got to know a few Nisel buddles who came into the outflt
(7th Army) about 1945," I gave him the stock answer that it was a perlocd
of hasty decisions, and werwere duped Into belleving that it might be
military necessity, etc. Then the veteran said, "I guess it isn't too
surprising though because right now a lot of things are going om which
certainly was n!t authorized by the Constltution, and yet we just shake
our heads and don't do anything about it. All of us think pessimistically
that these fesclst reactlonary movements can't be stopped. Look at what
1s happe 'ing down in Georgla--a stupld, 1lliterate demagogue trylng to
take over the state government with the support of rural white people who
want to make sure that the Negro will not be a threat to thelr flimsy
economic position, But they call upon the Constitution to back them up--

they don't want the Northern Yankee to lmpose upon thelr state's rights

because they say that they know how to keep the Negro in his place. Just

the other day, I heard one of the leading educators of the south say over
tre radlo that he woilld feel perfectly safe in walking into a Negro section
in any city in the South, but no white man would dare go into Harleme--
implying that their system of handling race relations was much superior
because it was based upon the theory of white supremacy, and therefore

they were being patrlotically American. That's why the South doesn't

want any Federalald 1in education because they feel that their dual

system might be threatenmed. I know that It is eas” to blame the South,

but 1t 1s true that a large part of Northerners glve passive approval to
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such things., %ost of the guys in my outfit were from the North, but they

looked down on the Negroes over In England, and there were some race
riots in England, too. It didn't look very well for us to proclaim that
we were the champlons of democracy, and them show that we didn't really
mean it in practice. A lot of my English friends used to be pretty
puzzled by 1t."

Re: Truman--"This business of race gets to be quite a disease. I
was brought up on the Bast side, and I suffered from it. I'm Jewish
myself, and there were plenty of tlmes when I was chased down the
streets by Irish boys who yelled '"kike' at me. I didn't know then
that their folks were 'refugees' themselves, My folks came over frem
the old country because of political oppression, and the Irish came
over for the same reason, plus a potato shortage so what's the difference?
That's why I get so upset when other groups get kicked in the teeth.
Truman apparently is one of those middle of the roaders. He lets his
wife and daughter pass the picket lines of theaters in Washington whieh
practice open diserimination, He must have that Missourl attlitude.

It 1sn't nice when the President betrays our cherished policles, and
openly plays at being a politickn., I feel sorry for hilm though because
even worse reactionaries are putting the pressure on him now,"

Re: world peaee=-="I was nalve when our outfit marched through
western Germany because I actually belleved that we were liberators,
and that the gospel of democracy was going Lo be openly welcomed by
all Europeans. low, it is back to a cat and dog fight and the various
nations are lining up all over again. What can a guy like me do about
1t? Every day when it is sunny I sit here In thls park and I see
people from = lot of different countries walking thoough and they
don't seem to hate each other. But as soon as you label them with
nationallities, we get susplcious and unfriendly as hell., The English

were nice to me when I was overseas, but a lot of the guys hated the




28 January 1947 cont, )!53

'"limeys' on general principles., I saw a lot of Russlan soldiers before
I came back, and they didn't look so terrifyling to me but from the news-
papers you get the 1ldea that they are ready to stick us in the back at
any minute., Is 1t all the fault of the polltlclans, or 1s 1t because the
whole world 1s getting so 1inhuman that we don't mind butchering each
other up?

Re: use of atom bomb--"A bunch of us were talking about the article
in Harpers about the atomic bomb after we came out of phllosophy class
this morning. Stimson sald that the bomb was dropped to shorten the
war and save lives., I thought the same thing up untll I read the artle
cle; now I am not so sure, I don't see why some sort of warning couldn't
have been given to the Japanese, they were about ready to quit the war
anyway, It wasn't necessary to drop two of them 1in a row and destroy
80 :1any people. I'm sure that Jepan wouldn't have persisted in her deter=-
mination to fight rather than accept unconditional surrender 1f one had
been dropped on a less densely populated center, or a purely military
objective., Now, we are using the threat of the bomb to bully the rest
of the world, I give upl"

The veteran also talked about jolning the AVC, reasons why Palestine
should become a national Jewish state, and so forth, He struck me as a
very well informed young man, and I wished that more veterans could have
come home from the war with his 1liberal attitudes. There must be plenty
of them about, but most of them no doubt are gettlng so engrossed In
the problems of dally living that they just do not have the time to Reep

up a wide interest in general things,

30 January 1947, Thursday
One month of the new year practically gone already, and I haven't

consciously noticed my status as a civilian--sort of take it for grmted)
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but it 1s very nice. The twofold adjustment to marital 1ife and to

NYC hae not been a difficult process, but one which certalnly has added

zest to the total 1life experiences; I'm just happy and generally contented.

At intervals, the necessity for making a living concerns my thinking

moods, but I tend to put 1t off because of the "security" of the 5220

allowance and the fact that I am walting for the school's answer before

I meke my next move, My prolonged vacatlon has been largely spent 1n

home decoration, an endless procesgy, and Iinteruppted briefly be 1llness.

I shall continue after Yuriko goes on tour so that the place will not

be so disrupted., The revelatlon that our tenancy depends upon the return

of the Ohta son causes some anxiety, and now I don't feel llke putting

too much into the place. Duggy suggests that perhaps Allen will go

away to college now that he will recelve the GI benefits, and that would

certalinly be a wonderful soluticn. MNrs. Ohta was around again today to

have the movers take away some of the things which we dldn't want around.

When she saw how few things she had left in the apartment, she relented

a blt and sc1d that the rent would be reduced §5.,00 a month--she told

us that yesterday. Mrs, Ohta seems genulnely anxlous to develop our

soclal friendship and there 1s a possibllity that we could soften her

up a bit when the time comes as she holds the sword over our heads anyway.
I reported down to the soclal security office again to sign for my

weekly check., There 1s an obnoxious 0ld gentlem:n down there who acts

11ke he 1s mad at the whole world because he makes a terrible fuss every

time I go there., He must be a Republican, He keeps on mumbling about

"ouys to lazy to get a jub so they have to lilve on the government " If

he keeps this sort of solitary conversatlon up loud enough, some vet
{s going to sock him In the puss one of these days. It irritated the
erusty old man no end because another Intervliewer (colored) suggests

that he be more courteous to the GI's, and explain procedures when
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there 1s some doubt In the mind of the ap licant instead of reprimanding
him, He sald that he remembered that Yuriko ceame down twice last week
while I was 111 a d he explalned how to get the doctor's certificate
beceuse the old man was so nasty about everytdng "as if 1t 1s his money."
Yuriko 1s away so much at rehearsals that I only see her briefly
during the day. I make sandwiches for her to take because she forgets
to eat when she 1s concentrating on her dencing. For the past few days
I have been occupylng myself primarily by reading, a pleasant 1little
pastime. We alsays greet each other warmly when she comes home as if
there had been a long separat ione--just our way of appreclating one
another, Yurlko thinks that I am getting bored ataying home all the
time so that she urges me to go out and visit or go to a show or
something but I don't seem to have much inclination for such thilngs
yet, I am contented to keep house for her for the time belng. I'm
glad thet men don't have to keep house as a regular job because there
1s so much to do-«Il have to save time to listen to my radio plays!
Cooking 1s a simple task with the pressure cooker, and I enjoy experie
ment ing around cooking different things which will be tasty. Yurikeo

might get me a cookbook if I show too much interest in the culinary artil

31 January 1947, Friday

I got up at 8:30 this merning, and didn't return to bed after
breakfast as usual, The apartment gets very quiet when Yurlko departs
for the studio In a blg rush. She 1s very efficlent in her preparations
so that she gets out of the house in a minimum of time without too much
bustle. The longest time 1s spent in getting her out of bed so that she
can go to work and make enough to support usl! I have to push and shove
her out every day. My new tactics 1s to just ignore the time and Yurlko

hes to get up with a rush, If I pretend to be asleep, she asks me

questlons like, "Do you still love me?" and woe unto me 1f I do not gey
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alert and give her a correct responsel She would make me go sleep in
the 11ving room or some other drastic punishment like that. Last night
we were wrestling and glggling around until after one because I pulled
a practlical Jjoke on her and she saild that I frightened her with a loud
nolse., I had to apologlze six time before it satisfled her. Then she
complained thils morning because she was so sleepy. "hen I didn't res-
pond, she kept asking me what she should wear for the day. Still no
answer, Finally she Jerked the cowers off and sald.that I ignored her.
So I had to make up and tell her that I would buy her a new pair of
shoes for her birthday present--with the allowance money she gave mel
This pleased her greatly so after she came home for lunch, we went
shopping in the beautiful spring-like weather,

Accompanying a woman on a shoe shopping excursion requires tact
and diplomacy I found out. We went to about three or four places, but
Yurikeo did not find anything she 11lked, Ewverytime she tried on a palr,
she asked me how I like it and I sald very well., But the shoes were
either too tight, too long, "makes my feet look wide", not comfortable,
not the ripht style, :nd so forth. At the last store, the salesman
tried to comvince her that she should wear one size larger, and this
exasperated Yurlko no end. She got mad. I teased her and sald that
her vanity was hurt, but Yuriko insisted that she wore a 43C and she
would get the righ shoe at Altman's or Sak's Fifth Ave or some other
place like that. So we dldn't get her shoes! I told her to hurry up
and buy her shoes because I might spend my allowance up now that I am
well., Valentine is coming up too, but I don't know 1f Yuriko 1s senti-
mental about such things but I had better not take a chance or she might
think that I was forgetful. I like to do things for her, and the happl-
ness she glves me in return is cheap at the price. Up to now she has

given me more materlal things than I have glven her largely because I
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needed more things after belng out of circulation for somany months,
Yuriko 1s talking about getting a new coat, but I hesitate to encourage
her untll we can get our budget balanced on a monthly basis., Her
characterlistic of consideratlion has been fully borne out in recent weeks
because she curbs her extravagant Impulses and gets only necessary things
so that I will feel easler about making ends meet. It 1s so discoura-
ging to cope with these rising Inflation prices these days and I am not
quite used to 1t yet because 1t was sprung upon me so suddenly., I
dorbt 1f we wlll ever get back to the pree-war prices even if a depression
happens upon us, Yuriko sald that before the war, her parents rented a

seven room house for $45 a month in Los Angeles, Them days will never

come back agaln, and maybe 1t 1s just as well slince our earning capacity

has 1lncreased greatly slince 194l--generally, and not specifically in
thls casel I may go to see a forelgn movie this evening to indulge in

escapism 1f Yuriko works,

1 February 1947, Saturday.

Yuriko unexpectedly got a night off from rehearsals last night
s0 we went over to the hostel to pick up some of our cleanung clothes,
My army uniforms were maglcally transformed Into nice civilian dyed
clothes, a welcome addition to my depleted wardrobe., Mr, M. refused
to take any payment for the cleaning bill--it would have cost us
£30.00 or $40,00 to send all those things out--because he wanted to
help the "young couples" out. We plan to get them 10 cartons of clga=
rettes through the mall order houses in New Jersey (to save the tax) as
Mrs, M. plans to send this 1tem to some of her relatives 1in the old
country. Her relatives in Japan has the 1dea that all people who live
in American must be wealthy--t ue to the extent of comparison with the
poverty of the orlent. &ortunately t e M8s are financlally solvent and

able to do these things. I spent part of the evenlng tylng up one of the
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packages which had to fall within the prescribed welight regulation of
11 pounds, Mrs, M, was sending salt as thls commbdity 1s very scarce
in the particular mountain village where she was sending the package.
The hostel was showlng some movie of native 11fe 1n the Pacific (taken
by missionaries) and old March of Time fllms to the reslde ts so we
looked at some of them for a while., We left rather early as Yurlko
was very tired. Due to her rigorous schedulec, we have not indvlged

in much social 1ife and we just haven't had the time to visit frlends
or have them to dinner, It will have to walt untll after her season
is over, and possiblly by that time I may be busy readjusting to aca=-
demle life. Yuriko took her $15.,00 purse to show her parents ss she
wanted them to see the blrthday present "they are golng to give me,"
Mr, M., apparently felt that they got off lightly as he gave her 20,00
and told her to keep the change. So Yurlko concluded, "See, they want
to spend money on me 1f I let theml"™ Fer father got the short end of
the deal as Yuriko hasn't finished the socks she is knitting him for
his birthday. On the way home, I teased Yuriko by asking her 1f her
mother hed gotten around to asking her about her sex life, and Yuriko's
surprised reply wasg "Oh no, that's a taboo subject between us. My
mother never told me anyth ing about sex and I was very nalive until I
was 19 and read a book on it. She follows the Japanese custom I guess,
because it 1s not 'polite! for parents to dlscuss such things with
their children,"

This morning I met Yurlko after she got through teaching at the
studlo, ard we went uptown to Altman's to buy the shoes for her birth-
day present. I guess the salesmen at the store the other day was right
because Yuriko had to get 5 B's, %he Altman salesman sald that her

ego should not be hurt beca:ise he rarely fitted anyone with such tiny

feet as hers and this made Yurilko happy. I wanted her to get shoes
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21th "nice thick soles" because she seild that she spent about £50,00

a year on shoes alone and I could vision all sy allowance belng sunk

into shoesl Hgowever, Yuriko showéd Alcé taste In the selection of her

"everyday wear" shoes so I was happy. I began to feel that maybe I
ghould ro to work so I could buy her decent clothes, buy Yurike forbid
1t beeause "then you willl get 1like most husbands who want wives Just
for walting on them," I didn't breathe easiecr unt!l I got her out of
Altman's into the 5 and 10, and then I told her she could buy anything
ghe wanted beecause this was the luxury stere for poor students} She
ended up by buying me a pound of candy, and & vegetable peeler., We
also bought a meat carving set at Altman's with the rest of the $8.50
we had left over from the exchange of the wedding gift from the Fort
Hancock boys. Gradually we are accumulating material things for our
household., We decided to walt a month for the chalrs becsuse we didn't
come out exactly even on our last months budget. Yurlko always selects
nlece things so I rely upon her judgement, but she always makes it seem
1ikxe I was the one Lo decldel

After Yuriko went back to the studlo for more rehearsal, I came
home and washed the accumulation of a week's laundry, and in the evening
I went to see a foreign movie by myself, Yuriko was already home and
cozily in bed by the time I arrived so we contlnued our game of gin
runmy at 50 cents per game--to be pald off the end of the year, We
also have a contést to guess the number of pennies in a huge Jar,
and if I win I plan to buy books, Yuriko will be go ing off on tour
next week sometlime, snd she will be gone for two weeks so I guess I'1l
be very lonesome, It's so nice llving with her. Yuriko 1s very cone
cerned that I eat well and keep warm while she 1s away so that e
won't worry about you getting 111." It won't be much fun beling a
bachelor for two weeks after the past two months of ¢ mtented living

here.
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It was Yuriko's birthday todny, end she dld rot huve to go rehearse
until evening so that we slept lete and then had & huge lelsurely breake
fest ebout noon, Yuriko washed her Kelr end wes alarmed to find tiny
gray halrs on her temple so she plucked all six of them cut end moumne
fully regretted t-at she was getting old, After she was satlsfled that
I would love her even 1ls she got gray halr, she bundled me up cozlly

In bed egalr end told me to remd the sundey papers as long as I wanted

becauvse 1t wes my day off and I dldn't have to do any housework., Yuriko

busled herself with some sewlng until about § when the doorbell suddenly
rang, It was Mith Kunitanl and Dyke lilyagawa. I was very surprised to
sce Miteh 1n uniform, and he sald that he was equally surprised to
learn from roundabout sources that I had gotten married since I last
saw hlm In Aprll at the top of Washlngton monument, Yuriko cooked a
plelc up dinner for our company, and then she had to go of'f {o rehearsals
until 9:30, Paul dropped in and wanted us to meet him and “thel after
rehearasals so that we could go to a bar and have a few drinks to celee
brate Yuriko's birthday, but she called it off as she was too tired,
Miteh was about the same as ever, but some of his views have sHfted
drastically since comp days. He sald that he was through "running
away" from Nisel soclety beecause no matter what he trled to do he was
always Indentified with the group by caucasians ¥so I have concluded
that group action 1s theonly way." The change in his attitude seems to
have jumped from one extreme to anothere--an irteresting 1llustration of
t @ confliet which faces many Niwel on the questlon of "segregation
versus assimiletion,” Mitch now feels that Nisel should get together
to a certaln degree to promote such things as a Nisel magaziné 1n order
to achieve solidarity. However, he stil]l feels the sume way about
economic dispersal, What he sald was a contrediction in many respects,

and I suspect that it hinges upon the question of soclal adjustments,
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It's similar In many respects to the Jewish Amerlcans w- o can't declde
about being "strietly American" or "Jewish.," I don't know what caused
the change in Mitch's viewpolints, but I t 1nk that the basls 1is econo-
mic adjrstments, Thls came out strongly in hils comments :=bout what he
planned to do 1n the future. He sald that he was through vith "causes"
and now planned to go out for himself and make a bit of money so that
he could ralse a famlly and Ann could stop working. Trat 1s why he

has made strenuous efforts to get shipped to Japun as he thlnks that

He can make some business contacts there and import Japanese pottery

as he has connectlons in Cleveland on this end, Last year both he and
Ann were cleared to work for the Army in Japan, and he flgured that
they could save about $7000 but it was cancelled at the last minute.
Miteh 1s now relieved t st he 1s in the “rmy as ﬁa felt that his past
political activities prevented him from gettling a good government job,
but "I haven't had any fun in the Army durlng the 3 months I have been

inl'

He thought that if he could get a good assignment In Yapan as an
occupat lonal counsellor, he would call Ann over, On the other hand,
he belleves that he will be out of the service by June, MNitch thinks
that it is good for all MNisel GI's to serve in Japan so that they can
get some appreciation of the fact that all "Japanese are not dummies
and they have a high level of culture over there too." I don't know
what he meant by that except to infer thst it was impossible for Nisel
to 1ift themselves up beyond the status of second class citizens in
this country so that they should ~tart appreclating the culture of
their parents! native line., It was difflcult to follow hls reasoning
and 1t was by no means very clear, If a person of his capabllitles
finds himself forced to stress the raclal identification angle, then
1t is understandable why sc meny of the more average Nisel are doing 1t.

Miteh makes the polnt that the Nisel are still immature, but that
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was the excuse glven before the war and that was over five years ago,
I don't agree with his pessimfism on this point because I belleve that
the Nisel are more assimilated than they eare to admit, It might be a
questlion of wanting to be a blg fish in a 1ittle pohd becamse there 1is
nothlng more anonymous than belng "an average American," However I
prefer to befng just that rather than permanently foreing myself to
identify with a group on the basis of racial relatlionship alone, It
would be too limiting an existance and in the case of the Nisel there

still exlsts a large measure of cholece, It cértalnly is not eomparable

to the position of the Negro who can't get mway from the onus of race

no matter what his personal abllitles may be., For t'e Nisel, group
identity may glve a certaln measure of temporary securityj but eventually
i1t becomes a strangling noose and I see no future In 1t, So far this
question onl  has been partly solved for white people alone, but that
does not mean that the touchy questlon of "color" is an dnsurmountable
barrier to true assimllation to the developing American culture. The
possibility that the Nise! themselves condemn what they belleve 1is
"being too good for them" (mistakenly( should not discourage individual
Nisel from making the attempt as the problem 1s much iarger than a

mere question of soclal ostraclzationj 1t has signifleance on a world
wide scale, and 1t seriusly questlons the creed of white supremacy.
What happens to the Nisel in the U,S8. then 1s lmportant from this polnt
of view, Objectively, however, I have to admit that my position on
this question 18 on the extreme while Mitch and Dyke may be taking

more of the middle of the road course, like so many of the Nisel who
feel that they have finally resclved the whole 1ssue to the polnt where
there 18 no more personal discomfort. Dyke 1s now worklng cn the
Weekender, the NYC Nisel newspaper, He says that he just hasn't been

able to find his economic niche, so in his casec the force of elrcumstances
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agailn seems to be the declding item in his attitude on the Nisel status
in American society, Yet both he and Riteh conclude that a Nisel
soclety !s undesireablee--which 12 in oppeosition to theilr viewpoints
glven during the discussi-n, One thing certaln is that the problem
wlll not be resolved in a matier of a few years ss so many of us
thought at tho time of the resettlement programl Veluntary segregation
ia now the accepted mode anong Niséle-they Inslst that they arrived

at thia viewpolnt because of greater maturity, but I still belleve

that 1t 1s due to economic and soclal Insecurity, Theiher volunbary
gsepregation or contlnued efforte towards real assimlliatlion 1s the

best met'od 1s a debatable guestion and something which nobody ean
predict upon conclusively; it's 3§ st a procese which has no definlte

ending polnt.
Fede SRR RN A5 0 40 20 309 35 0 Akt 4

Natanya gave Yurlko flowers for her birthday, Natanya 1s =
Jewish #American dancer 1n the companys she has never been out of N.Y,.,
but she flrmly belleves that her future 1is iIn a natlonal state of
Palestine, There's lots wrong with the U,S. but nobody can ever
convince me that it's so bad that one has to escapie to another cou

country in order to breath the fresh air of freedom,

3 February 1047, lionday

This morring I went to a noneunion barber shop to get a halrecut,
o d the barber gave me & long lecture on why he did not belbve in
unions. He siad that 1f he raised prices to one-dollar, he would lose
most of his customers, However, he prided himself upon his individuae

1ism: "No union could help me outj they just want me to contribute

money so that the leaders cen graft it. I've been around here for 17

years and I dont need to worry about customers because they all know

Al, I think that 1t 1s a good thlng that Co gress is golng to stop
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the unions; they have gone too far, The working man should feollo:

the good o0ld American ways., There are a lot of forelgn reds in thi.
country trying to stir up a revolution. But I say that there are
plenty of opportunity in this land of ours yet, and we would all be
better off 1f Congress cut the taxes and quit supporting the rest of
the world. We have it good here, and it would be better Iif we minded
our own business and stayed out of forelgn wars, Them Russians won't
bother us 1f we hang on to the atom bemb, This country is suffering
because we try to be too good to other nations. I always say,

'God helps those who helps themselves.'" As much as I would like to
save 60% on haircuts, I guess that I will patronize union shops here-
after, It's so strange that Americans who stand lowest on the economiec
ladders are the ones most gullible to the propaganda that the system

is perfect, and they are contented to be exploited because they belleve
that it 1s the 'American way.' If people would spend less time at

red balting and more at improving things, we could make progress., It
seems that anyone who really believes in the ideals of democracy 1s

a 'red.' Doesn't make much sense to me,

Sue dropped in for a while this evening to k ask me 1f I would
give a talk on some aspect of democracy as related to the minorities
in this country later this month at the combined chapter meeting of
the American Youth for Democracy organization, She sald that this
Village group consisted of progressive young people who were interest-
ed in political action, and that February was Brotherhood Month. A
half Chinese, half British girl was the president of the chapter and

she asked me to go see her later this week for detalls. The organiza-

tion is supposed to be pro-labor, interracial, and antiffalcilt. I
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don't know anything about the organization except that 1t has been
red balted on some of the U,S. campuses, Sue thought that it would
be educational 1f I gave some account of the status of Orlental
Americans in the U.S. as very few of the group was acquainted with
this subject,

Sue 1s a remarkable girl, very cute, extremely politically
minded pro-labor, She followed the courage of her convictlons and
severed all contacts with dancing just when she was getting a start
in the Graham company because she felt that she had to develop greater
meaning for 1ife, She got in with the CIO union, and they sent her
to work in some unorganlized factory here in town to spread the union
gospel. Sue took a job flling ecards and she told them that she was
just a high school graduate. She expects to be fired in another we ek
as she believes that her supervisor is wise to her, but by that time
Sue hopes that the groundwork for organization willl have been made.
She gets only $21.00 a week after taxes for working 40 hours a week,
and she felt that it was such a dull existence. She was discouraged
that so many of the workers were not interested 1in the union at all,
but Sue 1s convinced that only through Unionization will the American
workers ever succeed in achleving any economic security. She was
disappointed that the Republican Congress was = so reactlonary, end it
made her angry that stern laber legislation was in the offing.

"The eorporations are paying out more dividends now than even during

the swollen profit of wartime and yet they don't want to glve workers

a just share in it, The cost of 1lving has gone up approximately 50%

during the war, and now most workers are using up whatever savings
they made before VE day. But still the private enterprise interests
are not satisfied and they are doing everything in thelr power to
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ralse rents, cut down wages, and insure still greater profits for

themselves." Sue hopes to eventually work herself up to publicity

work in the union, and she is much happler than when she was strugglin,

to be a dancer., However, she added that "I could never hope to be as
good as Yurike so I changed into something else." Sue felt that
Yurike was the best dancer in the company, and "that's why she has so
many private students who would rather take lessons from her than
even from Martha," And she added, "Yurlko is about the only one in
the company who understands Martha so that she is one of the very few
who has any security in the studio." Sue felt that the secret of
Yuriko's technigue was that she was a "good egg and never tried to
ect patronizing."

Yuriko was exhausted when she came home this evening. I went up
to the studie about 11:00 p.m, to walk her home, She rehearsed all
day long and didn't even have time to come home for lunch. The company
wil)l start the tour next week., Due to the difficulty of booking
theaters, and other unknown reasons, the tour will only last about two
weeks, MNext Tuesday they open at Hofstra College in Hempstead, Long
Island, Then they go to Pittsburg for one night, Phlladelphia for
two days, on to Baltimore, Washington, Norfolk, Durham, Raleigh,
Lunchburg, and back to open in NYC on Feb, 24 at the Ziefeld Theater.
It will be quite a work out for them. The company is under contract
to Hurok, and guaranteed pay for six weeks, They may go to New
Orleans and Chicago later., It looks like it will be a short season
for them on tour because usually they go for one and one half months

all over the country., The entertainment world is suffering a
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recession alfeady from all newspaper accounts. The arrangements
for touring Europe stlll are not final for the summer--it is being
sponsored bh the State Department as pnart of the cultural program,

Yurike 1s neot teaching her movie studio starlets right now as most

of her time 1s spent in rehearsals,

February 4, 1647, Tuesday

It 1s a miserable cold and drlzzly dey outside. I haven't done
a thing so far today except putter around & bilt, shop, read. My
read justment allowenece check came this morning. I deon't think that
this easy 1life 1s making me a parasite upon soclety. I have been
doing a lot of reading lately, but I can't seem to concentrate on
soclal welfare books as they are so dull and I have so many other
interesting things to read, I haven't finished my painting about the
apartment because I don't want to disrupt the household until after
Yurike goes on tour. It is almost finished anyway. I put up the
large curtaln backdrop in the llving room, and framed the Glla Monster
skin and hung it up on the wall. The 1llving room is the neatest room
in the apartment. I have been procrastinating about polishing up all
of my shoes because of the Interesting book I am reading. This isn't
the kind of day that one can go exploring about the city; I think that
NYC is the most fascinating c¢lty in the whole cojintry and there are
endless things to see, I wish that Yuriko had more time to browse
about with me during this period of Interlude for me, I shall miss
her very much when she goes on tour, but two weeks will pass quickly.

Last night she was worried that I might be unhappy with this existenc
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the sllly! She doesn't mind that I am so poor, and she says that all
of her friends think that she made a good marrlage so that 1s a com-
fortlng thought. We really get along so nlecely. After almost five
months, we are still up 1n the e¢louds and we haven't had an argument
yet. I thought I would be & much more difficult person to live with,
but Yurlko knows how to hendle me, The fact that she ¢ases my mind
about economie support 1s one factor which makes marltal adjustments
smoother. Marrlage, instead of being a hlndrance, has made things
actually easler for me and it certalnly has not been any restrieting
force. I wonder how Marlke and George are dolng, poor guy! Joe
Oyama wrote a card and sald that he vilsited them for five days and
that they made him work in preparing for a party. I haven't written
or heard from any of the family for a number of weeks now as I seem
to be too lazy to write letters, I'm stlll in the process of wanting
to be alone with Yuriko and she feels the same way so we just don't
make any efforts for soclal contacts at all., I'm enjoylng this ex-
tended vacation since graduation from the Army Intensely, and somehow
the days just fly by.

Yuriko and I continued our one year gin rummy tournament, and she

cut down my lead drastically thls evening. We are playing for 50 cents

per game and she 1s getting much too smart for me, We play one or two

quick hands every night before going to sleep.
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I braved the lcy cold and snow flurrles this afternoon to go
visit Betty Ellison-Fitzgerald. Everybody 1s talking about the weather
now that we are in the midst of zero temperatures--with a promise by
the weather man that there wlll be a lot more of 1t in the next few
days. We have been heatlng our apartment wlth a large kerosene heater
and 1t has been adequate thus far, It 1s difficult for us to get out
of bed in the morning when we look out and see those cold icicles
dangling {rom our windows! I am fortunate because I can stay indoors
most of the time, but Yurlke has to walk through the slush several
times a day to go to the studio., The snow looks so beautiful in the
morning, but it qulekly turns to slush when all those trucks come down
the street, and then it 1s most disagreeable. We have a lot of cats
in our neighborhood and they have been getting fat on the garbage left
out on the sldewalk at nights for the sanitation truek to plek up,
but we wondered what happened to all of these cate when 1t gets freez-
ing cold. NYC doesn't enjoy good climate during the winter months--
it's not fit for man or cats. Since we are llving in a sort of tene-
ment distriect, all of the homes are coldwater flats,

Betty E only lives about four blocks down, way up on a fourth
floor walkup in a very dilapldated building. It was the first time I
met ¥ her-- Sue wanted me to go visit to find out the detalls for the
talk they want me to give for the AYD, DBetty's husband was there; %

he 18 recovering from food polsoning. They live in & one room apart-

ment, very gloomy, but warm. During the course of the coversation, I

discovered that they knew Allan Ohta and had often been up to our
place to visit, It dawned upon me that they were the couple who were

trying to get this place through Toshie, DBetty sald that they were
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desperate for housing, but "resigned to live in the slums for the

time being; it has it's interesting points." Betiy is half Chinese
and half English--very delicate looking glrl, strlklngly attractive,
progressive minded, president of the AYD, has sort of a British

accent, She lived in Hong Kong before coming to the U,S, "under the
Chinese quota" which made her very angry because "they just didn't
consider that I was half English too." Her brother is having diffi-
culty with the Immigration authorliles for this reason, DBetty's status
is now clear because of her marriage to a Caucaslan, She speaks
Chinese (Cantonese) but is now studylng Mandarin &t the Oriental
Institute. She also is studying ballet danclng. Her husband Jjust

quit CCNY and 1s trying to make his living as a writer, He was in the
merchant marine during the war, and they lived in SF for a whlle before
coming out here,

The three of us got into an interesting discussion on race and
demoeracy. Betty 1s very interested In this because of her personal
status. Both of them belleved that this problem was the "blg headache"
of democracy right now, and her husband mentioned that "if anyone
advocates raclal democracy these days, he is red baited." They both
believed that assimilation was the Lest answer but thought that 1t
was only possible for the "more favored colored minorities." Betty
stated that the nations were getting extremely chauvinistiec since the

war, and she was discouraged that many of the war 1ldeals were betrayed.

She sald that she had some contacts with Chinese Amerlcans, but "they

are in such a shell, and I am surprised that they can't see anyone
else but Chang Kail Chek,.," Betty dld not belleve that the Kuomingtang

party in China gave much hope for democracy there. Since comlng to
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NYC, she has been interested in progressive movements and 1s now the
president of the Greenwich chapter of the AYD, She wants to make it
very interracial, but has not been able to get many Chinese Amerlicans
or Nisel interested. The club consists largely of Caucasians now,
with Negro and Jewish as the only significant minority groups re-
presented, She sald that she was in a restaurant one night last week,
and some strange Nisel boy "scolded me for not belonging to the JACL
as he thought I was Japanese.," Betty sald that her club actively
engaged in housing rallies and a delegatlon was going to be sent to
Albany in the near future to press legislation for veterans housing.
It also engages in anti-diserimination campaligns, pro-labor movements;
holds discussions on political matters relating to the furtherment

of democracy and "has occasional socials and musicals." She sald
that the group had been red baited because 1t held meetings in the
American Labor Party hall. (next door to us.) Betty sald that
various minorities had been presented to the e¢lub, and she was now
interested in getting a talk on Oriental Americans. She asked I1f I
could talk on the Nisei, "relating this group's success or fallure with
our demoeracy and what happened to them during the war and after.”

She sald that because of the Negro-Jewlsh bloc, there was a tendeney
for many of the young people in her club to forget that there were

other minorities with similar problems. Very few of them "know any

Orientals although some have seen them in Chinatown here." I agreed

to give this talk--on Feb, 21, ate some of her blscults, and finally
left after an hour of pleasant soclal visiting. They invited Yurilke
and I to come up and social visit with them sometime, so I reciprocated
I found out through them that Toshie Ohta's husband is a ballad singer

and he mekes the "People's Songs" records.
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Yuriko had an evening off so she invited several of the company
girls to come down here to sew on their costumes. The Sewing Bee was
a success, Natanya, Helen McGeehee, Ethel and Paul were here. Helen
is from Virginia and one of the new company members; she was exclted
because they were going to perform in her home town college where she
went to school. The girls were quite 1irked because they had to sew
their own costumes and they felt that 1t looked like a dlaper and was
vulgar, They blamed it on Pearl Lang "who doesn't like to show her
big legs." The girls complalned that the costume made their "fannies
too prominent." It looked good on Yuriko because she has shapely legs
and only a medium sized "fanny." They were put out because they did
not get pald for making the costumes, whereas Rhoda was hired to do
it "for pay." Paul kept on urging them to send a studio a bill, but
I don't think that they will., They made the point that "there are
too many others more than glad to take our places in the company so we
can't complain too much." Natanya felt that something should be done
because dancers were treated so badly, especlally the young ones who
"had to be instruments for the stars." It seems that the company has
several unpopular members in it. They don't like Eric the male lead
because "he 1sn't human, too selfish," They think that L. Horst, the
musical director, 1s a dictator. Nina is unpopular because "she acts
1ike a queen and took advantage of her social relationships with Horst.
Pearl is "nice as an individual, but she get tooc muech of a Broadway
complex since she danced in 'Carousel.'"™ And so it went. In the
meantime they worked madly on their costumes and when they came out

fairly well, they concluded that the "company gets along pretty well

together" and they were glad to be assoclated with it, Natanya

bélieved that "dancing would be so wonderful if we did not have to
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make a living." Despite their so-called hardships, I bet that not

one of them would be willing to give it up. Paul was trying so hard
to encourage them to be rebellious and he had many remarks to make on
how inefficient the organization was operated. When the girls turned
thelr arguments and became defensive for thelr chosen profession, Paul
calmly ended the discussion by meking a generallzation that "all
dancers must be neurotic." Ethel smlled sweetly and asked him, "Do
you think that I am neurotiec?" and he had to back down. I kept my
opinions to myself as I don't want to get involved in the various
"dancing feuds," It seems that they are all so cooperative while

they are unknown, but become prima donnas and strongly individualistie
when they achieve the vague status of Stars. However, they seem to
enjoy being struggling dancers desplte their many grumblings that

"we are just learning how to be seamstresses making these costumes,"
At the same time they don't trust anyone else to fit them because they
want to show off their figures to the best advantage, It was pleasant
having them around; they were nice soclal creatures who lived so much

in & world of their own and they seem very happy and adequately ad-

justed to it. It is a consolatlion to know that there are happy people

in the world besides Yuriko and I. Yuriko worked so hard fitting and
sewing for the others that she ended up by not having her own costume
fitted so she has to do it later., She certainly must brag about my
cooking at the studlo because they all had to be shown the stew I made
tonight. Heaven forbid that my role in this materlialistic world 1s

going to be fame as a housekeeperlil




6 February, 1047, Thursday

Freezing cold today; ice all over the place and everybody
bundled up. I went to the social security offlce this afternoon to
sign for another readjustment check, Afterwards I took a stroll down
Canal Street, up Mott and into Chinatown, then over to the Bowery
where I saw many freezing derelicts begging on the sidewalks under
the 3rd Avenue El, and finally up through the Italian distriet back
home, - When I saw all of those homeless 0ld men down in the Bowery
I felt thankful that soclety has provided me with a better status.
There were many young veterans down there in their dingy uniform
clothes, cast aside by the soclety they fought for. It isn't entirely
the individual's fault either. They had nothing more to do than
huddle around a fanatie soul savior who was calling to them to "come to
the warm bosom of Jesus," They probably would have preferred to be
around a nice cozy fire in a home instead of loltering around on the
streets on such a cold day. In such an impersonal elty as this, the
eitizens do not have much of a regard for the less fortunate. Modern
eivilization seems to intensify human callousness., The glory of
American capitalism somehow has passed a large segment of the popula-
tion by. Surely there must be better methods to spread all this
wealth out a bit more and give the able bodled an opportunity to

develop a decent standard of living instead of concentrating the

wealth more and more into the 1imited upper cirele. The Republicans

have a childish notion that this can be achleved through raising the
cost of food and 1lifting the rent controls, and isolating ourselves
as a nation. And when the economic structure topples, the Russlans
or the Men from Mars will be blamed instead of selfish private inter-

ests., It 1s disgusting to listen to many of the radio commentators
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these days with thelr ultra reactlonary attitudes. I was listening

to one this afternoon who was so sure that NYC would achieve Utopla

and solve all problems by ralsing subway fares to a dime. He must have
been in the pay of real estate interests who want the public to pay

80 that they can keep thelr increasing profits to themselves. It con-
fuses me when I think that eventually I have to fit myself into the
economic life because of necessity, but the problem is how to do it

and stlll be doing something meaningful. It beats me, When I was
standing in line at the soclal security office, a Chlnese-American

veteran proudly told me that he was in the CIO but "temporarily out

of a job." He made the significant statement that the union "gives

me more security than I1f I had to buck things all on my own." An
enlightened unlion movement 1s the hope of the workingman, but right
now the forces to suppress it are so strong., One positive development
out of the evacuatlon was that many Nisel workers did get into unions
which were closed to them before the war, the CI0 offers better
inducements than the AFL. I wonder why I think so deeply about my
economic future every time I visit the bowery? It might be a latent
fear that I am not living up to full possibilities, and a doubt and
questioning in the back of my mind about whether a M,A, actually is
going to make me better fitted for whatever I am going to do., But I
am committed to it now and I won't back down, unless I cannot get ad-
mitted Into school next month., I should be hearing from Columbia in a
couple of weeks now. I doubt whether an Ivory Tower existence is going
to solve anything--just postponing things through courtesy of GI Bill
of Rights, that's all. Maybe anxlety about getting admitted brought
all of this on, I don't know, I wish Yurlkeo didn't have to work so
hard to contribute to my support.
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Natanya Neuman ceme over last night, and she was our first over-
night guest. She had to sew on her costumes some more, and was very
annoyed about the last minute hectie arrangements for the tour. It
will be her first season as a regular member of the company. Yuriko
fitted her, and the two of them worked untll quite late--all the
time mumbling that Martha Graham should have gotten some new metsrial
as the 0ld costume was 1lmpessible, The girls agreed that the costumes
were not as bad as they sald, but that they were just tired from the
straln of the constant rehearsals and little things were getting them
down, It scems that some tempermental clashes upset the smooth
funct ioning of the group--a sort of pre-tour jitters.

Natanya 1s about 24, rather striking in appearance, a graduate of
Barnard College of Columbie--"majored in psychology, and almost met
the fate of becoming a soclal worker." During the course of the even-
ing she told some interesting facts about herself, Natanya is a sort
of Kibel Jewish, She went to Palestine to live when she was nine and

remained there for about 9 years, She 1s extremely pro-Zionist. Her

father 1s an important official in the Jewish Agency, and he 1ls now

in England negotiating with Parlliament about the solution of that
mproblem. Natanya was rather pessimistic about the outcome and she
thought that there would be partitioning of Palestine with a U,N.
mandate, We got to talking about the reasons why a Jewlsh state was
so urgent, and Natanya belleved that 1t was the only solution for the
welfare of the displaced people." Historically, the Jews are a
nation and the fact that we have never had a homeland has contributed
a lot to our economic and political oppression, If we had a natlional
state of our own, it would provide a home for the half million dis-

placed Jews in Europe. Further, a Jewish state would improve the
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status of the rest of the Jews living throughout the world as =
national body would be a strong source of appeal when trouble develop-
ed, As things are now, the Jews have been kicked around for many
generations and never been allowed to become a part of any nation.,"
When I asked her 1f she felt that a national state was the solu-
tion to the problem, Natanya sald that it was the most expedient method
and the only way to meet the urgent situation, She added that desplte
the fact that she belleved In internationalism as a theory, there were
no nations in the world with such an enlightened attitude so that the
creatlon of one more national state was not golng to throw things into
chaos. Her maln polnt was that since the dark ages in Europe, the
countries which flourished in arts and sciences were those with large
centers of Jewlsh population, She did not know why the Jews have
never been absorbed Into the various nations, but thought that it might
be due to cultural prlde and the relliglous aspects which were so
closely interwoven into thelr lives, Natanya did not think that this
came Iinto confliet wlth the American concept that the American cultural

development was the primary goal of all those born here, She felt

that it was not wrong for the Jews to insist upon ethnic identity any

more than the Irish "who get Involved in Irish nationallsm, but yet
are Americens first." Her concept of the American culture was that
each ethnie group should have quality--a sort of "Federation" 1dea
whereas I belleved that it was possible for a diffusion to a unified
American culture which included all groups. Natanya sald that the
time was not ripe for this yet, and in the meantime the Jews of the
world had to push for a national home, She admitted that this was
one of the big issues between the pro and anti Zionists in this

country, but "a Jewlsh state 1s primarily for the homeless Jewry in
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Europe." She sald that as far as she was concerned, she planned to

eventually go back to Palestine to live. I couldn't agree with her
that the necessity for maintaining Jewish tles were primery duvue to
raclal identification--1t seems more logical that political and
economlc factors has forced this in-group feeling on this religlous
group., When I mentioned that her concept, if extended logically,

could illogically glve support to the pressure groups in this country
that America was only for white people, specifically the Anglo-Sexons
and North Europeans, and they could argue that all Negroes should be
sont to Africa to form thelr own state. However, Natanya answered

that the situatlion was not comparable., I doubt that. These racial

and minority problems of the world are related, and the solutlon of the:
is fundamental to the issue of whether democratic methods are applicabl
on a world-wide scale., It is expedlent to solve it by creation of
natlonal states, but in the long run I suspect that it willl only
intensify the problems and create more and more issues on a racial
basis, I agreed with Natanya that the partitioning of Palestine was
the lesser of two evils since 1t was not desirable for England to inslsi
upon perpetual domination solely because of the strategle location of
the area, However I raised the polnt that Palestine belonged to the
Arabs just as much as the Jews historically and it wasn't deslrable to
displace them either, Natanya answered that "the Jews developed
Palestine agriculturally and industrially and thats why the Arab popu-
lation lncreased so immensely. They don't have to be pushed out, but

a national state 1s necessary so that immigration barriers will be

let down for the hundreds of thousands of displaced Jews., Palestine
can easily absorb 3 or 4 million people 1f developed along the x right
lines, The Arabs could go back to the Arab States, but where can the
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Jews go? There isn't a country in the world which will welcome them--
not even Russia, Therefore, it would be for the greatest good of the
greatest number if an independent partioned state were established."
(There are over a million Arabs in Palestine against 600,000 Jews so
that the loglic of her "greatest good" concept does not necessarily
follow,) Natanya bellieved that there was another solution, namely,
that the Jews and Arabs could live in harmony in Palestine. She said
that most of the reports of the severe tension and conflict between
the two groups was largely newspaper propaganda., "When I lived there,
I used to go into the Arab villages without any fear and the two groups
got along, although they dld not intermingle too much. It was the
Germans and the Italians who fomented much of the 111 feeling because
of political reasons."

Finally, I mentioned that perhaps her polnts were valld and sound
and that I did get a better appreciation of the problem of the world
Jewry, but that 1deologically I was not convinced. I wondered if such
methods would solve the minority problems of other groups, especlally
in this country. Natanya sald that she did not have the strong falth

that I did, and she was convinced that her future was in Palestine"where

we can pget a fresh start towards true internationalism." I guess it

bolils down to the fact that from my point of view there is no choice
s0 I insist that the American theory of democracy must be made to work,
whereas Natanya is disillusioned because it hasn't worked so far,
particularly for the Jews (in Europe), It is the problem of "segre-
gation versus assimilation" on a world wide scale, with deep reference
and implications for our democratlic concepts. There isn't any easy

answer for it; it seems to depend upon one's background what point of




7th February, 1947 2212
view 1s taken, I hate to see it resolved down to a racial basis as

it implies that one is "ashamed" of hils racial background to advocate
the unity of Amerlcan culture. This concept is relatively new in the
world, and the greatest "success" has been in the U.S., Actually, if
applied on a world wide scale it would lead to true internationalism.
But Natanya would say that this viewpoint is too i1dealistic and we live
in a practical world with urgent problems which have to be worked out
immediately. Anyway, it was enlightening to get the viewpoint of a
"kibel" Jewish American,

Natanya also told us about her experiences last summer up in
Connecticut with Nina's company. She and Helen went up there to
rehearse for the concert which Nina gave recently, and Natanya said that
it was a sad affair so that was the reason why they didn't talk about
it to the company members before., It was very amusing to listen mbsut
1% e ths pempany membaERE to her describe the tempermental antics of
Nina, and related personality problems. Nina 1s "over 30", has been
with the Graham company about 8 years, now has her own studio, apparent.
ly severe personality problems. Nina's parents were concert musiclans
and she traveled all over Eurocpe with them. Studied art and dancing.
Now a very tempermental artist "trying to find herself." "She would
have funny moods, and we had to be at her beck and call while she was
'ereating' but most of the time she was just nappling and she acted
l1ike it was our fault that so much time was wasted." Natanya also was
in Jean Erdman's company this fall. She teaches at some community
center on the side.

After we went to bed, Yurike hugged me and said "I'm sure glad

that I found you and got married." I didn't know what that was brought

on by so I asked her what made her say that so late at night. "Well,"
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saild Yuriko, "when I seec so many problems which dancers have, then

I'm glad that I escaped it. Look at all the nice looking girls in

the company, and they are all going through the thing I did when I
couldn't declde whether marriage would hurt career, Now I know that

it doesn't conflict, like you said, and I'm so much smoother in my
everydat l1ife., I guess that's why so many of the single girls talk

to me for advice," It is true that Yuriko is a lot calmer in her
personality ad justments and not the nervous gazelle she was prior to
marriage--not that I did anything; it was situational, Yurlko sees
that there 1s no reason for conflict with mutual consideration and
understanding. It seems that some of the other girls she knows doesn't
have thet, She was telling about Marjorie wheose husband, Woody Guthrie
(?), the ballad singer, had to be babled all the time because he resent-
ed it when so much of her time was spent in dancing 2t the studle. A
rationalization has apparently emerged that artistic development cannot
be achieved with marital ties--a belief chlefly sponsored by those
single girls who have not resolved the conflict yet, I don't see why
dancers find it necessary to push themselves into neurotic states to
perfect their technique as it 1s not necessarily true that severe
emotlonalism is basic to choreographlc creation, One could have a
well balanced nervous structure and still give full expression to
latent talent. The caétch 1s that any marriage contacted has to be
mutual in understanding, with genulne belief that each should be
allowed to develep full individuel expression through their chosen

medium, Anyway, that 1s the concept I try to work upon. I don't think

Ydriko has lost any talent by getting married; she has galned with
stability, I think.




7 February, 1947 2214
Marriage does pose certaln problems without a doubt for "career
girls," starting & family being one of the more important, But I
cannot see that as any determent 1f the couple work out thelr problems
intelligently. It does not need to be any threat to "career security."
Many of the dancers I have met seem to indicate that marriage would
"tie" them down, stifle their advancement, ruin their individuality.
I suppose this would be true 1f they happened to marry an egotist
who belleved basically in masculine superlority. It would be jJust
as dlsastrous to marry a weak, spineless individual., Yuriko says
that this problem faces many of her rriends, so they take a negative
approach, which becomes more Iintrenched with the passing years, that
they will live for thelr art and not take a chance with marriage
because dancing will fulfill all of their emoticnal needs., They are
just kidding themselves if they take such a distorted attitude. I
think a lot of them are too concerned that they willl be relegated to
role of blological reproduction, a threat to equality of sexes., I
think that all of them would end up unhappily like Martha Graham who
has had her single career, and has nothing else to live for besides
dancing. She drives herself ummercifully. & Yurike sald that the
doctor forbld her (Martha) to take the tour because of knee trouble,
but she is going to ignore the edict and go anyway., Psychologilcally,
1t would take life away from her if she had to glve up dancing now.
It seems that the threat of age is of some concern to her because she
wears makeup before going to bed. It might be significant or just
colncidence also that Martha Graham is hardest on the youngest members
of the company, Ethel and Duggy. The company girls mentioned several

times that they could not understand why these girls were not given a

break as they were technically well advanced, It seems reasonable




7 February, 1947 22156

that the element of personality of the director has something to do
with 1t, All of the girls think the world of Martha, but as budding
artists they are critical of some of her methods which they suspect
may be a blt passe for thls generation., It's the age o0ld situation

of youthful enthusiasm versus mature experience. I certalnly am

learning things about dancing "polities¥ these days!! T'm glad that

Yurlke just goes along without getting complicated too much in all of
these things. She sald last night that they may not go to Europe after
all] as they have not heard any more about the plans from the State De-
partment. I think that 1t would be nice if she could make an European
tour even though I would miss her so much., It's an opportunity which
few people would get.

Yuriko kept me awake late because she wanted to know how
pass ionate I would be towards her 50 years from now, and she wouldn't
allow me to sleep until I gave a satisfactory answer so that's why I
feel sort of drowsy today. It is snowing outside again so I will have
to remain indoors. She scolded me for golng for a walk down in the
Bowery yesterday when it was so cold because she sald that I got 111

too easily. It's nice to have someone so concerned over my welfare.

8 February, 1947, Saturday

It got warmer yesterday afternoon so I sneaked out of the house
desplte Yurlko's orders to take a walk in the snow and mall the rall-
way express package to Tom with my Army coat as he recently wrote and
sald that they were having an extremely severe winter in Chicago.

It really hasn't been too bad In NYC as this is the first real cold
spell that we have had here this winter., I must have walked for

miles. There was a lot of excitement down near the bowery as a police
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station car had to pick up a homeless man who had frozen to death from
exposure, A passerby sald that "the bum got drunk and fell asleep in
a doorway and it froze the breath right out of him, but permanently."
Nobody seemed much concerned, just curious, What a terrible way to
end life, a useless nonenity, cast aslde like a dead cat found in the
streets, I bet when he was born, his mother thought that he might
even be president. Yuriko asked 1f it were the individuals or soclety's
fault that a man ended up in the bowery flophouses. I would tend teo
blame the environment more since 1t is influential in shaping one's
personality, and, thus, it is directly soclety's fault that so many
thousands in one city alone cannot be absorbed into a meaningful situ-
ation, If civilization is increasingly going to do that to citizens,
then it becomes a frightful Frankenstein.

Afterwards I wandered for blocks through Greenwich Village, look-
ing in the windows of curio shops. I saw an antique mask in one
window which looked exactly like the lifeless face of the dead man,

Suddenly I got very tired end depressed so I went to see a psychologlca:

£11m, "The Dark Mirror." It was dark when I got out so I hurried home

in order to prepare dinner for Yurike so that she would not have to
wailt as I knew that she would be very tired, Home 1s such a nice

place to be in when it is adorned with a person like her, I was very
surprised to find her already home, buslly sewing, and suddenly my
spirits were elevated and it felt nice to be so alive and happy.

Yurilko sald that it was so confused around the studie that she came
home to sew her costumes. It seems that at the last minute, Martha
Graham suddenly discovered that many of the costumes had to be refitted

and remade because so many new girls came Into the costume and the
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regular seamstress hired to do the work could not handle 1it.

Since there was a pressure for time, all the girls have pitched in

to do their own, grumbling like hell in the meantime. Nerves frayed
and all that stuff, Yurlko sald that Martha had to put all of the
pins in herself and give final approval and there was just too much
work for her. Yuriko seems to have her costumes under control, and
she is now engaged in making a jacket for one of the male company
members--Rhoda was supposed to do it for $20, but she got too piled
up with other things. (Thoda still has not solved her housing
problems; she 1s staying with Jean right now, and finishing up those
costumes she started before she went to Detroit. She cooks for Lamar,
He 1s going to school and still tryling to get into the theatrlcal
fleld, They haven't been over here at all; we think that L. resents
us because he bellieves that we played a dirty trick on R. for forcing
her to move out., Ethel says that they should be grateful that we put
up with it as long as we did; she only had R. with her for one week
before deciding that it would not work out.)

I think that the company girls should get pald for dolng all
that sewing. They think so too, but they willl not speak up. Of
course, 1t has to be viewed from thelr angle too as these girls really
are intensely absorbed in thelr dancing and all of these confused
periods are a part of it. Yuriko seems to be driving herself un-
mercifully, but she hasn't been tempermental in the least. In fact,
she comes home and apologlzes because she doesn't have the time to
do the cooking for me, "But my nose is way up in the alr because all
of the girls say that I am so lucky to have such a human guy for a

husband and because you make delicious sandwiches," she adds as
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consolation! I don't know how I am golng to get to see her perform
In the varlous pleces during the New York showing as = the tickets
are so expensive., I've never seen her dance with the company yet,
but I know she 1s good because all of the other girls tell me about
it. I found out the reason why Yurike advocated the use of the leg-

less costumes: she has shapely legs and a good figure whereas some

of the other girls are bullt more along "ballet dancers" proportions

from the walst down!

Ethel came to help sew and have dinner with us last night so I
cooked whille they madly stliched a hem or something. I don't under-
stand all of that sewlng terminology, but I bet I learn how to use
the sewing machine before I am married much longer! Ethel 1s very
depressed about the company polltlics as it seems that she did not get
the good parts which everyone thought she should have, Yuriko said
that Paul was making her bitter about it because he was always
stressing the financial angles, He told Ethel that since Martha was
going to retire soon, he would like to buy the name and operate the
studioon a sound business basis., Ethel has personal problems which
disturb her too. Her New England famlly are happy right now as a
sister 1s getting married, so Ethel jJust can't bring hersslf to tell
them that she plans to "marry a Chinese" as it would shock their
Boston dignity no end. However, Ethel belleves that she will marry
Paul after June., He wants to take her to China and start a home
there as he has many business connections. They seem to feel that
it would solve the "social" question if they went to the Orent.

I don't think that will be any easier on Ethel as there wlll be ex-

treme cultural adjustments to make., There 1sn't any reason why the
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couldn't make out in NYC as her family would quickly accept the fac
after the initial sense of false outrage. Apparently, the Puritan
viewpoint 1s that Kipling's statement that East 1s East and West 1s
West and the twain shall never meet 1s the proper attitude.

The girls had to rehearse agaln iIn the evening. I went up to
the studlo but Martha sald that they had left before 11:00, The
girls went to Shrafft's to have lce cream and take up a collectlion
for one of the former company members who Just had a baby. Yurlkeo
kept telling them that I was walting, but the girls encouraged her to
be independent and sald that a few more minutes of separatlion would
heighten our appreclation for each other. Yurlko worrles while at
the studio that I am running around exposed in the house and I might
cateh cold if she 1s not here to look after me! We have been very
tender with each other during the past week because the time of her
tour is close at hand, She wants me tc meet her at Penn station
after they come back from the Hempstead, Long Island, opening as
there will be time before they leave for Pittsburg. She sald we could
have coffee and "have our first practice reunion as it will be about
two weeks before I see her again!

It snowed violently after midnight last night and when we woke
up this morning, a winter record of snowfall was piled up on the
ground--almost knee deep. It didn't let up until about noon. Most
transnortation facilities were tled up, and there were hundreds of
men around the streets here with their shovels to clear off the
choked up streets. The temperature dropped down to 15 degrees too.
After lunch, the sun was shining so I decided to take a walk down to

the shopping district on the Avenue of the Americas. By the time I

got finished I had spent {1 more than our weskly budget. But I
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wanted to have a nice dinner for Yurlko because she 1s going on tour.
We won't be together for our fifth month wedding anniversary which

is also Valentlne's Day, so I got candy and cards and fixed up the
table real fancy. The oven is stlll temperamental so I didn't know
if the 4 pound roast would come out right; I just cooked it by
guessing. Yurlko was delayed in coming home so I Just sat around and
wrung my hands as I was sure the dinner would be rulned! However,
she came home about © so I surprised her with a deliclous meal, She
was 80 hungry that she ate more than I did, Then we played cards and
relaxed, talked over the day's events, read some papers, heated ﬁp

the water for a hot bath, And so to bed!

9 February, 1947, Sunday

Very crisp and cold outside, but sunny., VWhen we got up about
9:00 this morning our windows were coated with ice. Yuriko had to
go to the studlo early to supervise the extra seamstresses with the
costume fittings. A cab came down for her sewing machine, and all
of the girls have to work under pressure today in order to get things
ready, They will rehearse most of the day. Yuriko 1s wondering when
she is going to have the tlme to do some necessary shopping. Martha
will only let them off Monday evening and they leave Tuesday. I was
a bit irritated thls morning because Rhoda had not returned Yuriko's
sultcase and I may have to go after it at the last minute. Yurlko
sald that she had to wash her hair, peck, do some weshing and she
didn't know how she was goling to do it when the pressure at the studie
was so heavy. Then she sald that I must dress warmly and "eat hot

food while I'm gone so I won't have to worry about you getting sick

again." (I always forget to wear my bathrobe at breakfast.) I made
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a roast beef sandwich for her lunch and some hot coffee., Then I
walked part of the way up to the studio with her so that I could buy
more of the sunday pepers. It 1s so ungodly early yet that I shall

Jump back into bed 1n a few minutes and stay there all day reading

the papers. (And probably eat up the cardy that I got for Yuriko

yesterday!l)

An artlcle in yesterdays peper stated that Dillon Meyer made a
report to Secretary of the Interler J.A. Krug about why the mass
evacustion was not necessary. The Times apperently doees not realize
that the lisel has citlzenshlp beceuse it headlined the article that
"Citizenship urged for U,S, Jepanese" implying that 110,000 were
involved. Meyer meant that citlzenshlp should be allowed for the
Issel., FHe also urged the estsblishment of a commission to pass on
claims for loss of property and "damage to the persons removed from
their homes and business," Meyer charged that General John DeWitt
was "by no means free of racial feelings" when he ordered the evacua-
tion. Meyer stated that something had to be done since the evacuation
produced a "stigmatlzing effect™ and dealt a severe blow to the
democratic falth of Nisel, The WRA "does not believe that a mass
evacuation was ever justifled and 1t feels most strongly that the ex-
clusion orders remained in effect for months and perhaps for years
after there was any real justification. Claimed that 54,000 evacuees
did not return to the Coast, but that they had been absorbed else-
where in the U,S. If there is ever any compensation, the JACL will
undoubtedly try to clalm full credit because of its Antl Discriminatio
Committee (with Mike Masaoka) lobbylng 1n Washington now. There are
strong forces working for justice ir this country, and the comb ined

{nfluence may accomplish the seemingly impossible. From this point
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of view, the volume by the Study may be quite influentlal as it is
the only real documentary evidence in existence rlght now. That 1s
why I cannot agree with Carey McWilliams concluding statement in last
week's book review of the Times in which he says: "The Spollage 1s
published at so late a date as to be completely without Influence
(except perhaps as a post mortem commentary) upon the tragic pattern
of events with which it deals." Secretary of State Marshall has also
released statements through his secretary that the Army led the way
in restoring citizenship rights to the Nisel "without moral support
from civilians in the government." What a lot of baloney; so typlcal
of brass hat arrogance! I still think that the pollcy was pushed

down thelr throats by the government and Supreme Court decislons.

10 February, 1947, Monday

I went up to the studio last night and sgain this evenlng while
she made costumes., Yuriko had all of hers completed but she helped
some of the other girls, The place was qulte confused and the entire
gcompany was madly dashing around trying to get everything in order at
the last minute. Even Isamu was there designing some things. He
does the settings for the company. The danclng instructor from
Bennington College was helping the seamstressea, and the fellows did
the pecking. I read and broke in Yuriko's and Martha's new shoes. I
met more of the company members. Not all of them are golng on the
road tour, Sasha, Stuart, Eriec, Graham are the regular male members,
and there are eight girls. Andora 1s not making the road trip but
wlll be in the NYC show; she just got through with an engagement at
the Roxy theater. Pearl Lang qult "Carousel" in order to rejoln the

company a8 she has a leading part this year. She has been with

Martha for eight years although she 1s only around 25 years old. The
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older members get prlority in the lead parts, but Martha told Yurikc
that next year she would start getting more of a bulldup. Yuriko 1s
going into the fourth season with the company and she had a lead

part in "Cave of the Heart" which will only be shown in NYC so that
she has done very well. Apparently as a consolation Yurlko has been
given quite a raise in salary. She will get §95 a week while on the
road (covering expenses), and {85 in NYC. The company will get paild
for slx weeks according to the contract so that the season may be
extended after they finlsh the NYC show. Yuriko is now one of the
best pald of the regular members who have supporting parts. She
thought that Martha gave her the ralse because she has been doing a
lot of extra work on costume making and she couldn't understand 1t,
but she was being modest. She st1ll does not know if she will remailn
with the company next season because she can get offers to go into
Broadway musicals, but now that Martha has definitely told her that
she will be groomed for larger parts, she thinks that she may stay.
Yuriko also said that she had an offer to go to Hawall to teach and
perform next summer, but she 1s not serlously thinking about that yet.
She doesn't Ymow 1f she will do the "Green Manslons" part for the
Chicago Ballet Co., of not. Yuriko says that she doesn't particularly
care to go commercial, and she enjoys the Graham company a great deal
and feels that she stlll has a great deal to learn from Martha,
Martha apparently wants to keep her on so that's why she was told

about next year's bulldup. According to the other company girls,

Martha 1s very secretative about her pxl plans and never tells them

what 1s golng to happen so that they are much more insecure.
I talked for & while with Pearl and concluded that the other

girls were correct in thelr analysis of her, Pearl 1s a very
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attractive girl, about the best looker in the company, and she know.
it. But she 1s not warm In personality like them., She acts very
concelted and expected me to tell her how pretty she 1s--Yuriko said
that every fellow invariably does that, Pearl 1s originally from
Chicago. The girls have complalned that she 1ls too selfish and
aggressive in her dancing. None of them wanted to room with her while
on tour so that Pearl will have one of the female orchestra members.
Ethel sald that Pearl was a very good dancer, but she felt that she
agreed with the other girls that Yurlko was much more accomplished.
Yuriko always puts in a good word for anyone who is talked ageainst,
and she told me the reason why she did was because she realized that
these personal feelings were only tomporary and she dldn't 1llke to
see the company split up by tensions, From what I saw, the girls all
seemed to get along very well, Thils is the first tour for Natanya and
Helen and they were quite flustered because they were having a great
deal of trouble with their sewing so that Yuriko helped them out.
She was sbout the celmest person about the place., Apparently, she
i{s the best seametress as there wes a great demand for her services.
She was helping Martha with hor costume most of the time.

The girls were all saddened to hear that Marjorle's daughter
was traglecally killed in an accldent todey. Marjorle 1s pregnant
agaln so she dropped out of the company for the season, Her husband
i{s Voodle Guthrie. the balled singer. She phoned the studlo and sald
that she left her four year old daughter in the apartment for about
three minutes to get a newspaper. A passing high school boy saw

smoke eoming out of the apartment so he went in and discovered the

girl all aflame, ihe neighbors rushed the girl to the hospital but

she dled, Yurlko sald that they were rehearsing "Death and Entrance"
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when they got the news and they were all very depressed: "we suddenly
reallzed how close we actually felt to one another and felt gullty
for talking about some of the company members behind their backs
because friends mean a lot to us and we all do feel close to one
another in the company; 1t was just llke a personal loss to us to
hear this shocking news." It flashed into our minds how close we
were together, too, so we were very tender to each other all day
long. I don't know what I would do if anything ever happened to
Yuriko. She must have had the same thing in her mind because she
gave me speclal instructlons not to get 111 in any way while she was
on tour, Tomorrow afternoon, she will be leaving and 1t 1s going to
be hard on me not to see her cheerful face around for two weeks. The
girls at the studio understand how Yurlko feels so they do not tease
her: "They wait till a couple are married for a few years and more
used to each other," she says. I'm glad that Yurliko is so well liked
by everyone; it confirms my bellef that she 1s a very speclal person.
Dorothy Douglas (Duggey) is about the most intelligent girl in
the company, an amazing personality, very human, soclal minded and
progressive, She graduated from Bennington College and expected to
become a writer, but got into danecing instead. Her father 1s a Prof.
at the U, of Chicago and he was in the Marines during the war. Duggey
sald that her father probably could have had a good chance to be
elected to the mayoralty of Chlcago if "he had not become so reactlon-

ary minded in recent years." Her mother also has been in polities.

(It may be her stepmother--she was in Congress.) Duggey 1s a con-
firmed reader of PM newspaper, vitally interested in soclal problems.
We had quite a talk on whether the subway fare should be ralsed. Some

of the other girls felt that 1t should because "after all, it 1s a
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business like anything else and has to make its profits." Duggey and
I took the position that it was a publlic service just 1lilke street
lights and that the poor should not be soaked just so that the real
estate taxes cduld be lowered. Ralsing the fare would not improve the
service or reduce the debt because the money galned would automatically
g0 into lowering real estate taxes. NYC 1s one of the few cltlies with
a 5 cent fare and 1t should remain that way. Most of the city news-
papers are supporting the real estate companies and interests so that
a red smear campaign has been started to question the loyalty of those
groups who are fighting for the § cent fare. The Mayor apparently is
smart enough to reallize that the vast majority of cltlizens do not

want the ralse so that 1t probably will not go through this time.
Duggey was a bit dlsmayed at the present state of reactlonary
politics, elting the Georgla dictatorship, the rising nationalism of
all countries, McKeller's red baiting of Lillenthal as head of the
Atom Control Board, growing trends towards 1solatlonism, and so

forth.,

This 1is our last evening together for two weeks, and I only got
part of it with Yuriko. After we came back from the studlo, we just
sat and talked for a while, Yurlko acted light hearted, and she
fussed over me so much and made extravagant claims about how well

sulted we were to each other because of my personal qualities,

Then both of us began to feel a bit sad about "our first separation"

and Yuriko got tears in her eyes. I kept telling her that it would
only be for a short time, and that a vacatlion away from me was good
for her because I would not be able to take her for granted 1f I got

too used to having her around. I never felt thls way towards anyone
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before, but then I have never been thls close to anyone elther, I

can understand now why those guys used to get so lonesome for thelr
wives when we were in baslec training in the Army. I made a speclal
dinner for Yuriko and she had to tell everyone about it., It's nice to
have ¥ someone so wonderful bulld you up! I think that Yuriko is
trying to make the single girls envious of her because she used to
argue against marriage in the same way they do now., Ah love, it's

wonderful!l!

11 February, 1947. 56:00 p.m.

Yuriko is on the first leg of her tour, and I feel so alone and
lonesome already! The company finally got off in one plece after a
rather hectic last minute confuslon, and I think that I feel as tired
as anyone of them because of worrylng over Yuriko., I have been trylng
to make her take things easier so that she wouldn't be too exhausted
to start out with, but she just drove herself relentlessly. There
was supposed to be a last minute rehearsal with the orchestra this
morning but I wouldn't let Yurlko get up to go. Everyone must have
been exhausted because Duggey was the only one to show up. Yuriko
didn't protest too much as she was tired and she had an excuse., We
Just relaxed in bed all morning saylng goodbye. Yuriko fills me with
such an electric current of excltement when she pretends she is a
demure newlywed, She sald that when we have our first chlld, she was
going to name it "passionate" after me! How can I help it when she
bends towards me, brushes her soft hair in my face, whispers endearing
things which sets me aflame!

[ ]

Suddenly, Yuriko jumps out of bed, exclaiming, "Oh, my gosh, I

have to pack yet and take bath." So we hurried through with the late

breakfast and I puttered around helping her get her grip packed. She
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only took a light sultcase, expertly and neatly packed with so many
things. I thought that she would forget to take things in her haste,
but she went about 1t very methodlcally and dldn't overlook a thing,
teasingly reproaching me with "You thought I was a rattle brain and
you didn't trust me, huh?" Yuriko just makes me melt because she has
such a child-like innocence and steadfastness at the bottom of her
heart. She gives me so much, Every few minutes, she would interrupt
her packing to come over and klss me tenderly and tell me not to
worry and look after myself,

After she got all ready, we went up to the studio to pick up her
sewing machine and bring 1t home. On the way we passed a bookstore
so she insisted upon dragging me in to buy me a "valentine present"
of a book., We rummaged around and she selected Dos Passos "USA" and
Alexandre Kuprin "Yama-the Pit" for me and told me to "take 1t easy

and read all you want while I am gone and don't do any work because

I am going to send home at least $25 a week for us to save and that

will be enough for next month with your GI allowance." Then she told
me to buy a steak on Valentine's Day, the 14 1s also our fifth month's
anniversary, and "eat it julcily and think about me at exactly 8:00p.m
We browsed laughingly through an 0ld book on what every young girl
should know, Yuriko smiled and said, "When I wes a girl in Japen,
nobody ® told me these things. I got so scared when I had my first
menstruation. My teacher finally told me that I was a woman now, and
that I should be very careful and not do anything bad. I dildn't know
what she was talking about because in Japan high schools students
hardly even hold hands, It scared me when my teacher sald that after
menstruation, some women go crazy and do funny things. I didn't have

the slightest i1dea of what she meant,"
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We went up to Penn statlon about four, and put her sultcase in
a locker, I am going to meet her at 1l:12 a.m, as she will have two
hours between trains. Paul was at the station to see Yuriko and
Ethel off, and after the girls left, he casually mentioned that he
was golng to Phlladelphia on business and he would be seeing Ethel
there during the two days the company performed there. He suggested
that I go too. Such a thought never occurred to me, but it 1is
financlally impossible, It would be too expensive to get a hotel
room, and have meals there for three days. I have been trying to
get by on my GI allowance because I don't 1like to spend Yurike's
money. I wish that Paul hadn't put the seed of the thought into my
mind, but it is just impossible. It 1s at times like this that I
wish I was more business minded and had money enough so that trips
out of town wouldn't be a matter for second thought. However, I

shall be practical and dismiss the 1ldea.

The apartment here seems to be qulet without Yurlko around. It

seems to grow into a solid quiet. I am lonesome, and there 1s no
doubt about it! I was going to visit frlends after I left the
station, but I didn't feel in the mood. And, I don't even feel
hungry! It will be nlece to see Yurlko at 1:15, She didn't want me
to come at first as she thought that 1t would be too late for me, but
then she sald that "it would be nice to see you 1if you did come,"
Fortunately, or unfortunately, I don't have to think about getting up
early in the morning to go to work so it won't be any trouble for me
to go see Yuriko., I won't be seeing her again until the 23rd of the
month., I should be hearing from Colugibia by then; I'm getting a bit
anxious and worried abeut my application acceptance, I still don't

know what my plans will be in case I cannot get admitted. I have
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I have been so preoccupled with Yuriko since coming to NYC that I
haven't had time to think of much else, but some kind of definite
action 1s called for in the next few weeks. I'm just hoping that
there willl be room in the graduate school for me, and 1t will be quite
a blow if this hope 1s not realized. I hardly think that I will ever
go back to finish up the M.A, 1f I don't get started pretty soon. I
can't think much about this right now when I have Yuriko so much on
my mind, I feel so sorry for myself--my meals will be so solitary,
the house wlll seem empty, the bed will be cold, everything will be so
quiet, By the time Yurlko gets back from tour, I will have plenty of
time to think over how much I appreciate her, I should be developing
outside social contacts while she 1s gone, but I can't be thinking
about that now. Everything has been revolving around her for the

past weeks; I think that she has been affected iIn the same way too.

12 February, 1947, Wednesday (Lincoln's birthday)

I got so lonesome in the house last night that I escaped to
the movies to pass the time until I could go up to Penn station, I
saw "Dr. Mabuse" a french film, It ended around 11:30 so I walked
all the way uptown, forgetting about Yuriko's orders for me not to go
for long walks when 1t 1s so cold, I was lost in my own thoughts most
of the way so I didn't notice the weather at all, Around 23rd Street
an old man asked me for money to eat. I usually do not give to street
beggars anymore, but this time I felt that I was so much more fortun-
ate because I had a home and Yuriko so I gave him some change and
eontinued on up to the station, I was there a bit after mldnight so
I bought a paper to read in the walting room until 1:15. However,

Yuriko and Ethel came in on an earller train and they caught me by
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surprise. They sald that the performance had gone over very well,
but complained about the small stage. They hadn't eaten a thing
since leaving NYC as there were no restaurants open on the college 1n
Hempstead., We walted for Paul and he suggested that we go to the
China Clipper for a blg meal so we took a ceb up there.

While eatling, Paul agaln brought up the subject of going to
Philadelphlia. Yurlko was all for 1t and she urged me to come, but
when I whispered to her that it was not economically practical because
of my depleted status, she sald she had to spend money anyway so
that T could spend three days there "on much less than $30." I began
to waver, and flgure out in my head that I had {15 left of my allow-
ance and {7.00 for food money so that it wouldn't be so much extra,
but declded that 1t stlll was not advisable. I wished that Paul had
not desided thx even mentioned the possibility to make me filled with
doubts and hopes. Yurlko then said that if I came, 1t would cut down
the time for seelng her agaln in half, and I began to weaken, Finally
she seld that 1t would be up to me and I could decide elther way, I
teld her that I loved her very much, but I didn't think it was wise
because we hadn't been balancing our budget so far and this was an
extra expense, Then her face fell, and I saw that she wouldn't enjoy
her late dinner so I told her that I would give my final answer after
we finished eating. She took this as a "no" answer and so she gave
the clincher, "But 1t would be nice for us to go to a hotel and
register 'Mr. and Mrs.' for the first time, and it would be our secont
honeymoon, and it would be nice to spend our fifth month anniversary

together, so I think we could be impractlical. But I leave it up to

you," By this time, I begen to see how nice 1t would be to be

impractical so I sald I would go. So Yuriko sent me a telegram from

Pittsburg today to meet her at the Sylvania Hotel in Philladelphia
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tomorrow! Already I am looking forward to a reunion with her, I
saw her off at the traln at 3:00 a.m, last night, tucked her in her
pullman lower berth, and talked with her untll traintime. Yuriko was
80 happy that I was coming to Phliladelphla that she had to tell all
the company members who came into the Pullman! It will be worth the
cost just to be with her and I can't argue against her loglec of the
second honeymoon because 1t 1s love.

So today I have been getting thlngs together for the three day
trip, mainly getting money together., My GI check arrived Just in
time this afternoon--it was supposed to be used for the gas and
electric bill next month! I dldn't get to bed until about 5:00 a.m.
80 I slept all morning. It m is a happy turn of events though, and
nlce to think about being with Yuriko. She will be very busy, but

has Thurs, night off if they do not rehesrse so we made a date.

13 February, 1947, Thursday (Phlladelphia)

Even the warm spring-like weather cooperated to make everything
nice for us. I left NYC on the 3:00 p,m, train and enjoyed the two-
hour trip down here immensely--the first trip I'vg taken as a com-
plete civilian. When I got to the Sylvanla Hotel, Yuriko had not

registered yet as her traln was delayed from Pittsburg so I took a

stroll down Broad St. and looked at the people &and sights--they are

no different from any other eclty.

When Yuriko finally arrived, we registered with great ceremony
at the desk as "Mr, and Mrs." (Yuriko thought maybe that we had to
have our marriage certificate!). We have a rnthér nice room in the
hotel here and the service is fine. I shall enjoy it until my money
runs out., It's a lot different from travelling as a GI because it's

so much costilier! But I'm glad that I did come down for this
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"reunion" with Yuriko. She has been in a very romantic mood all
evening., She sald that the Pittsburg performance went over very well
and they had a capaclty audlence. However K she dldn't think much of
the city because it was so smoky and dirty. After we got cleaned up
we roamed around for a place to eat. We decided not to go with the
other company members because a blg group 1s always inconvenient when
trying to make declsions, and Yurlko wanted to make the most of the
"date" on her evening off,

We finally located a quaint Greek restaurant, the "Aeropolis"
on Locust Street so we went in to try the food. It was an excellent
cholce as the place was clean, the service good, and the food very
tasty. We finished the meal with Greek pastry and coffee. I told
Yuriko that the people who lived in Asia Minor told fortunes from
the coffee marks after the cup was turned down. She didn't believe
that an Armenian woman had done it for me up in Boston. Our waiter
came over and he read Yuriko's fortune: "You are very much in love;
you are on a railroad trip now; you don't have money but you like to
spend 1t; you don't have any worrles; you make instant declsions and
so forth." Yuriko was very surprised when he went on to say that I

was more conservative, ete. She wondered how he guessed so many

things correctly. I said that he over-heard part of our conversatlion

during dinner, he got a plcture of our personallty, and he knew we
were out of towners so he put two and two together. Yuriko says, "I
know that, but it 1is more romantic to think we have had our fortunes
told by a walter in a Greek restaurant!"

After dinner we wandered down Market Street and went to see a
sentimental, escapist, but fairly enjoyable film--"It's a Wonderful

Life"-- because the name of 1t colncided with our mood. Yurlko sald
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that the company members tease xm her because she 1s so much in love
and "always celebrating some kind of an anniversary." I'd chase her
all over the country if I had the money. It's nlce to be imprectical
and come here for three days. We have made an agreement that I will
spend my money up first because I don't want her to be using up her
hard-earned money on me. I guess I worry about this a bit too much
(masculine ego) but Yuriko sald tonight, "Don't think of those things
because I got so much more than money can buy--I have real love."
There just isn't any argument against a watertight logic 1ike that!!
Yuriko will be here until Sunday when the company goes to Washing-
ton. They willl commute back to Baltimore for the show Monday nite.
It's so nice to be able to cut in half the time I will see her back
in NYC agaln. Yurlko says that this part of the tour 1s more like a

honeymoon for her than work.

14 February, 1947, Friday. 12: 00 noon

I've been Msurely enjoying hotel 1life this morning. Yuriko
went to a rehearsal about an hour ago--they forgot to inform her that
i1t was scheduled for 10:00 a.m. The company will be performing in the
huge Academy of Musiec hall where all the concerts and operas are
given. 1In a 1little while Yurike will phone so that we can go to
lunch together. I just got dressed after lelsurely golng thru the
papers--such a lazy 1life! The tempo of Phila. city 1ife is slow so
that 1t must be catching. I had a very good nights sleep but I still

feel tired. The chambermald probably resents me as she wants to get

in here to clean up.

Laterﬁ After lunch at the Hamburger Haven, I went with Yurike to the

Academy of Music and watched the company rehearse with the orchestra

in the huge concert hall all afternoon. Counting the musicians, the
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personnel of the company 1s very large. The girls had to do some last
minute sewing so I helped hold the skirts, They don't have any
inhibitions about dresslng and undressing in front of me--all except
Helen, the planist. Helen M., said that Helen L. was so shy that she
even chased all the girls out of the dressing room when she went to
the bathroom. Helen L. 18 an older girl, seems to find her security
in ¢linging to Marthe Graham. She is single, plain looking, extremely
nervous, has a phobla about e¢leanliness., Sounds 1lilke definite
neurotic symptoms, severe. The other girls of the company are more
normal. Met May O'Donnell's husband. He commutes from Washington
and is now preparing to go overseas for the gov't. The rest of the
girls in the company are single. They all get along well together,
and seem to have a mutual dislike for Pearl who has "selfish 'star'
attltudes" she got from 'Carousel' while playing on Broadway.
Angle gave Yuriko a 2-1b, box of candy "for not letting you krow about
the rehearsal this morning." Yuriko said that she helped Angle a lot
and this was her way of expressing appreclation for the free dancing
lessons, All the girls ate the candy because they were so rushed
thaet they didn't have time to go out and get adequate meals.

Helen MacGehee, Yuriko and I went to a Spanish restaurant for
dinner and we had a nice meal there, Afterwards we returned to the

theater and Don gave me a §$3.90 orchestra ticket for the performance.

They put on "Appalachian Spring," "Letter to the World," and "Every

Soul is & Clircus." Duggy briefed me on these dances so I was able to
appreciate them much better, I thought that they were beautifully
presented to the large audience. Yurlko was wonderful to watch, very
graceful and lithe, easily noticed because of her dark halr and

Eurasian features (with the makeup). Ethel, Helen, Natanya,K Pearl,
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May, Duggy, Angle, Erle, Graham, Stewart and Lasha all did their
parts excellently. I saw how difficult it was while watching them
rehearse wlth the orchestra., Martha was outstanding and it is amaz-
ing that a woman of her age can dance so superbly, She 1s recognized
as the greatest of the modern dancers, a well-deserved tribute,

After the performance, we went to eat again., One more day in
Philadelphia. Yurlko keeps on telling me how happy she 1s that I
came down, and I have been enjoylng myself observing the functlioning
of a large dance company from the inslde, It seems that there are

Just as many stagehands and wardrobe mistresses as performers,

15 Februvary, 1947, Saturday

Wie had a rather tiring deay today, although 1t was harder on
Yuriko than me. I just stood by and walted. There was a rehearsal
for the company this morning, and they only had about a half hour for
lunch, I met Yuriko, Paul, Helen at the lunchroom and had a combina-
tion breakfast-lunch. The signals got crossed because not all the

company showed up for the rehearsal, and the orchestra went ahead

anyway. I went down to listen to the jazz concert in the maln hall,

such an enthuslastic mob was there to listen to the musiclans
practically blow their heads off, It was quite a contrast to the
soft smooth music of Louls Horst's g hepcats! We ate half a dinner
and then went back to the theater early because Yurlko had to do some
last minute sewing for Martha's costume,

I thought that the program this evening was much better than the
first one. I watched half of it from the wings and the rest from out
front as Yurlko was not in the last number, "Punch and Judy." She
sald that Eric was & perfectionist in everything, and he sort of

talked Martha 1into leaving her out of the part of Child "because it
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was not technlcally correct to have me, an oriental chlld, as the
offspring of caucasians." Ethel got the part and she did extremely
well in it, Yuriko sald that since then, Martha has had more confi-
dence In her and last season she played the part of the young child
in "Appalachian Spring" and 1t got good notieces so that 1s why she
plays the daughter in "Cave of the Heart" which premieres in NYC,
In tonight's performance Yuriko stood out in "Dark Meadow" end I
heard meny favorable comments in the lobby. The whole program was
better balanced than the first night I sew it and 1t was applauded
more generously by the larger audlence.

After the show, some friend of Yurlko's came backstage and she
brought two Nisel girls with her. Dorothy Campbell was at Glla for
a short time and got to know Yuriko there, She has been the soclal
and recreational director at Seabrooks Farms for a couple of years now.
The other two girls, Mrs, Taniguchl and Relko also live there. We all
went to eat Chinese food, and the three girls kept talkling about Sea-

brooks Farms, Afterwards Yuriko mentloned thet she wes glad that she

got away from "Japanese soclety" because those girls think the whole

world revolves around that Japanese colony at Seabrooks. We felt like
strangers when they kept talking about things which were so long past.
The memory of the evacuation is still a vital part of thelr llves
because they live in & colony of 2500 evacuees "in conditions which
are worse than camp." At first they were very defensive about the
place, but Dorothy Campbell began to tell about how the workers were
exploited there. There 1sn't enough work to go around so that it 1is
doled out and Dorothy has to convince the employers that a family of
ten cannot live on §10 a week, She sald that the barracks were worse

than in cemp, and they cooked in them besides. Reiko added that the
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sanitary condltions were awful and they had to walk half a bloek to
the latrine "even in winter." lirs. Taniguch!l felt that a lot of these
people would go back to the coast and not remaln tere permanently,

but she felt sorry for those who were trapped because they had no
other place to go. She sald that 500 evacuees were from Peru and
sort of leased to the company there. The compsny owns all of the
stores, It sounded 1like an outdated slave plantation to me. The

last of the Crystal City repatrlants are also there, and their main
Interest 1n 1life in the Japanese community there 1s the "engakai"
(Japanese show). Dorothy felt that it was quite tragic to watch a
Japanese glirl from Peru dolng an Inca dance at these shows. They know
more Spanlish than English. Peru won't have them back, the U.S,
doesn't want them, and Japan doesn't want any more people dumped on
them so they are truly displaced people with no country of their own.
Most of the residents of the community are evacuees from the Coast

and I thought that 1t was rather significant when Relko referred to
them as "we Japanese." The pattern of racial consciousness there is
quite strong because they feel rejection so strongly. Yet at the time
x the camps were closing, the WRA kept on dumping resettlers into
Seabrooks as if it were the Utopla for them. I hardly think that any
Nisel could live and work there for long without inheriting the
defeatist psychology and strong raclal consciousness which Reiko and
Mrs, Taniguchl reflected. Even Dorothy mm@ had it and she 1is a
Caucasian., She sald that many of the families there were thinking of
returning to Los Angeles, but lately they have been thrown Into great

states of doubt and uncertainty because of the unfavorable reports

coming back from there telling about how disastrous the re-segregation

of Little Tokyo has been economically. The Japanese can't get back
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into the produce business in large numbers, and the Nisel have been
drifting into other fields like garment making. It seems unemployment
is growing, and they are losing the Negro market which they had in
their stores at first. Dorothy sald that the Seabrooks workers were
without any financlal backing so that many of them would have to
remaln on working at cheaper wages with steadily reduced hours of em-
ployment. She said that she was getting tired fighting agalnst manage-
ment and considering moving on to some other work soon. She invited
Yuriko and I to come up "and see things for yourself." 1In spite of all
they sald about Seabrooks, Mrs, T, and Relko seem to find security in
it and they act afraid of the outside llke the resettlers who first
came out of camp--when we first mentioned going Into the Chinese
restaurant Mrs, T, and Relko were hesitant because they felt that it
was for Caucaslans only and they preferred to go to Chinatown but we
sald it was too far and it made no difference. Those girls only come
out of Seabrooks for rare shopping sprees or for an occasion like this.
It certalnly is a narrow world they live in and 1f they find happlness
in it, they are welcome to go back to the ghettos of L.A., They kept on
urging us to come to Seabrooks so we half committed ourselves, but I
doubt if we find time to get around to it. They seem to feel that every
Nisel would jump at a chance to get into a Japanese community once more
and "see an Engakal." Gads!!

Yuriko keeps on telling me how happy she has been because I came

down, and she has been particularly tender to me today. I Just don't

see how she can put up with me, but I certainly do appreclate it! She
certainly has changed my attltudes in a lot of respects because of what
she 1s, and I feel so much that 1life 1s wonderful--Seabrooks or no Sea -

brooks. I used to worry more about things like that, but now I tkink
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I can see them more objectively and I think that my 1ife 1s better
balanced, Yuriko certainly is a stabilizing institutionl! Tomorrow
morning she leaves for Washington and I won't see her for one week,

Woe is me!

21 February, 1647, Friday

A terrifiec snow storm broke last night just as I was leaving the
house to go visit Warren so I had to turn back and seek the safety of

the apartment. It snowed violently all night, and according to the

reports, it was a record fall--some 11 inches of w snow. On top of

that it was very cold last night although I felt cozy in bed reading

a novel until the late hours. I discovered this morning that the pipes

{n the bathroom had frozen so I had no running water all day long.

The water runs in the kitehen fortunately. I don't know how long the

pipes will be froze; it is the first time I have ever éxperilenced any-

thing like this., If it 1s prolonged, 1t will be a serious matter,
Although I haven't done a thing all day long except to daddle

around a bit, I feel in very good splrits with the thoughts of Yuriko

coming home day after tomorrow. I'm getting tired of eating all by

myself and I don't feel much 1ike visiting other people. I know that

I should be getting over the first sweet taste of love and married life,

but 1t is still much too pleasant to be thinking of expanding my soclal

1ife! Everybody thinks we are such "lovebirds" but they are just envious

I think. The weeks absence by Yurlko makes me think &bout what a nlce

event she beceme in my life when we got married. ¥What else can I ask

for? A good job and security? Yes, that is a necessary evil, I suppose,

but I have neatly solved that by applying for school., I don't know how

I will adjust back into the academlec 1ife; it has been so long since

was 8 regular student and my heart doesn't seem to be fully in 1t
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Maybe things will change once I get started back in classes, All the
friends I knew on the campus are back Iin school and they seem to be

more sulted to the academle life than I--Tom, Jimmy, Warren, Kenny.
Jimmy Sakoda won some sort of a $2500 scholarship to do graduate work
at Harvard. I was looking through some of my pre-war notes in con-
nectlion with the speech I am supposed to give this evening, and it
occurred to me that the so-called "radical” group on the Berkeley

campus certainly were on the right track 1n view of what has mppened.
Tom Shibutanl's report on the impact of the war showed a great deal of
perspective from this distance even though it was rather emotionally
written, But belng theoretlical does not solve any problems, I have con-
cluded, The defeat of the WRA's fine objectives in the despersal
policies bears that out.,..lt did not reckon enough with individual

human nature. The resettlers have rapldly gone back to thelr segregated
ways and 1t 1s the chlef post-war development as it affects so many of
the group. I still view 1t with apprehenslion and the basls for a new
segregated Japanese communlty 1s already an accomplished fact in such
places as Salt Lake, Denver, Chicagoe. Tally Yusa seems to have found
his place, being a blg shot in a Japanese community with hils Chlcago
Nisel courler., He claims that it has a circulation of over 2000, and 1t
sponsors Nisel festivals, sports, and many other segregated activitles,
I'm glad that I made the declsion not to remaln 1n Chlcago because
sooner or later the type of "assimilatlon" which the Nisel have developed
there will hurt the individual, It's only value will be for the consola-
tion of the frustrated, the opportunity for exploitation in business,

and for soclologlcal studles of "problems" by Interested persons such ar

Tom, who no doubt will write his Ph.D, thesis upon it. Togo says, "It

w111 not be long before they will be compelled to insist that the Nigjg
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'make the best of it' as raclal segregation appears to be an accomplished
fact 1n Chicago's Near North Side.," NYC at least has not deterlorated
that much altho there are forces trying to unlfy the resettlers into

a "raclal colony."

22 February, 1947, Saturday

S5t1l1 freezing cold, The water pressure finally came back teo
the bathroom though, and it made things more convenient. For & while
I had to transport water from the kitchen to the bathroom like a bucket
brigade., I waéhed the accumulated plle of socks and did the shopping
for the weekena. Prices have gone way up again--it 1s partly due to
the cold wafe which has stopped the importation of foodstuffs from other
areas of the country. I had to pay 20 cents for one anemiec looking
grapefruit but I think that I got gypped.

Last nLght‘I went over to the American Labor Party Hall and gave a
talk before a}small group of about 25 members of the Village American
Youth for Damécracy chapter., Betty Elllson Iintroduced me around and 1t
was quite an informa} gathering., One of the boys had a birthday and he
brought a huge cake for refreshments, The group was dlversified, ex-
tremely intelligent, most of them under 25 years of age. They have
been pﬁlitlcﬁlly active--next week they are going to visit the
Republicen assemblymsn in order to ask him to support rent controls and
keep the prices of the food and meat down. One of the girls said that
he would not be very receptive since he owned a large cattle ranch up-
sfate. The group is also going to go up to Albany to advocate for the
elimination of diserimination. They belleve in a program of action and

I was favorably lmpressed. Betty E 1s a vivaclous girl and she seems tc

hold the groﬁp together. Some of the other girls look llke the
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frustrated old mald type. Betty's brother, Jack, was at the meeting.
He sald that they had spent 22 months in the concentration camp in
Hong Kong when they were detained by the Japanese and finally got to

this country on the Gripsholm. He saild that he met some of the repatri—

ates on the way to Japan so that he was very interested in the evacua-
tion, The group recelived my talk well and they were most curious about
the Nisel. I only pleanned to talk about 20 minutes, but I continued on
for 1% hours. They asked ell sorts of questions. One of the fellows,
Moe, sald that he had fought in Spain and he knew one Nisel boy who was
flghting against Franco there but he was killed. The group wanted te
know if the evacuation made the Nisel pollitically progressive, but I
had to admit that only a small group could be counted in that category
although many were passive supporters of liberal movements, Betty sald
that their elub had sent & note to the JACD inviting Nisel to come and
Join thelr activitles but that there had been no response., The club was
very surprised to learn about some of the detalls of the evacuation

and they didn't think that such a thing was possible. "Didn't any of
the progressive groups protest?" One of the ¢lub members sald that he
had always been under the impression that only Issel were interned and
didn't know that so meny Nisei existed., I felt that the meeting was
sucecessful Iin that 25 more people became acgualnted with some of the
Nisel problems in the U,S5, After the meeting, there was a soclal hour
and we just talked and got acquainted, They sang some labor songs.

One of the girls there sald that she was a student at NYU and she was
very disturbed about the acute situatlon in education these days, She
felt that it was essential for more young people to have the advantage
of higher edueation and she sald that the AYD was golng to promote it
nationally, She felt that 1f a milllion more young people could get to
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college, it would help to lessen the discriminatlion practices and get
them more politically consclous "because the post war college student

is more aware of hils citizenship responsibilities than the pre-war one."
The girl thought that the federal government should alleviate the
problem by providing more housing, more classroom space, greater
financial ald, less red balting of competent instructors. "Making the
ex-GI's go without haircuts will not solve the financial problems,"

she concluded.

Many times I have wondered i1f I would be a happler person 1f I

just forgot about "causes" and lived a "normal" 1ife 1like so many of

the indifferent population, and just be concerned with making a living
and having a limited personal happiness. I don't delude myself that I
can be effective in creating great changes. But does that mean that
one should stop butting one's head agalnst the stone wall and just
accept the status quo? That would be a horrible prospect, sort of
living in a vold. I guess that 1s not for me. This afternoon, I
started to think about this matter in the lonely solitude of this
apartment and when I went out shopping and saw the busy people going
about their lives with thelr problems of just existing. I wondered if
they were really happy. They didn't look downcast or frustrated. It
seems that the more one reads and thinks about "problems," the more
disturbing it gets because nothing much can be done about 1t immediately.
However, I think that I would be even more dissatisfied i1f I lived in

a limited ivory tower escapist environment, I suppose I am not serious
about wondering why I don't go out and get a little job and Jjust be
contented with exlsting and being exploited and paying no attentlon to
what 1s going on about me. In a way, it 1s exciting to follow the
general developments of the soclal and political 1life of the country,
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and the world and feel that in a small way I am a part of it. I know
that 1t doesn't seem to make any difference what I thought about atomie
control, liberal trends, raclal problems, standards of living and so
forth; but in the total plcture it does add weight., The trouble is
that not enough people are willing to participate in a program of action
for the four freedoms, starting at the smallest local level. Then too,
our soclety 1s so complex nowadays that it becomes increasingly a
dilemma for the modern man to keep track of things, and it 1is much
egsler to pursue the little 1life and the hell with the social situation
which develops for the new generation. This certainly seems to be the
case in the present politlcal trends of the country, with growing con-
servative trends, Each step backwards 1s a denlal of our promises for
the post war world and an indication of unwillingness to assume wor’
responsibilities. No wonder other natlons of the world, ps~’

Russia, are so afrald of us. Russla has been made the chief
protagonist since the war's end, and altho that country is not without
fault, there is justificatlion for its increasing susplclousness of our
world motives. It doesn't make much difference to the ordinary citizen
because we feel too secure in our military might at present with the
control of the atom bomb, and they lazily conclude that the hysteria
press 1s telling the whole truth, It is always easler to blame the
other guy. As a nation we are getting more and more like the neurotle
individual with paranoid tendencles who belleves that everybody 1s
wrong but him, It is a good thing that there are still considerable
numbers of liberal minded individuals in the government who have a
wider perspective upon things. But for every Lillienthal we have ten

McKellars, Tafts, O'Daniel, Bilbes. It 1s frightening to think about
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the prospects of getting more of these reactionaries in government

and allowling them to gulde the destiny of the nation and the world

in the control of atomie energy., I think my indifference about going
to register with the draft board again is my protest against World

War III. That was solved when the SF draft board sent me a new classi-
fication card unsolicited,

I think that I pondered about one's role in 1ife because I miss
Yurike so much. I certainly do not fulfill the obligations of a
husband by being such an i8le person., I'm just contributing a thing
to soclety these days; I just sit around and enjoy my 1little world
around her, We have talked over the problem of my future many times,
and I know that Yurike 1s right when she says that I should follow my
1deals; but the trouble is that these beliefs are so indefinite and
sometimes I wonder just exactly I stand. It conflicts with my desire
to fulfill my duties towards Yuriko at times., I can't even support her
now, and I can't even guarantee it even after I finish graduate work.
In the past months I've thought a lot about what kind of work I am going
to do--something which will really give me satisfaction. I don't think

that I Iduld be happy about belng a soclal case worker all the time. It

should be something which fits in with all of my academic Interests,
but that 1s a large order because work of that sort is vague, I have
been interested in the program of racial integration for a long t ime;
but it would be frsutrating to just sit around and talk about it.

It has to fit Into the wider problems of society, and ordinary
social work doo:n?:;g:%y1nto this situation, The difficulty is

that there is no known solutlon for the integration (or segre-

gation) of ethnic minorities into a larger culture. I have
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been very strong on the Iintegration approach because it is more in
line with my thinking and experiences and bellef in the "One World"
idea., I =ti1l] think that it can work in a democracy, a real one,

but 1t becomes much more complicated when one thinks of the European
and Aslatic minorities. (Majorities in the case of Asia,) I can
think about the definition of my soclal and economic reole, but the
Jjob of achleving them 1s a horse of another coler! It would be so
simple if we dld not have the bigotry of "free enterprise" so closely
identifled with "democracy." Well, philosophers do say that life

is never completed, and I guess as long as optimism does not give way
to despalr there 1s hope. It doesn't solve my problem of how to make
a living and still have 1t meaningful and with some degree of satis-
faction, but 1t helps. It 1s so easy for one to hover on the edge of
cynicism when one starts thinking about these things. I think that

I have been rationalizing because I have been so happy with marriage
and this 1s such a new experience that I have to sooth my guilty
consclence! It's similar to the Pacifiec Citizen which runs Utopian

editorials about how successfully the Nisei have been "married" to
American life, but whose news stories of contemporary Nisel 1ife
indicates that it 1s only an illusion and that the real problem of
complete Integration has only been scratched, In the same way, marriage
to Yuriko seems to make my life complete because I am still in the
e¢louds, but actually it 1s ohly a step, although a major one, to com-
plete integration of personality with all of its wider implications.
There now, I have convinced myself that I am on the right path so I

shall go visit Saye now as I have been invited for dinner this even-

ing!
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I didn't get home from my visit with Saye until almost 4:00 a.m.
as we were just gabbing away lightly. Saye has been in bed with some
sort of ear trouble as her equilibrium is out of order and she gets
dizzy when she stands up, Her brother, TokijJl, was quite alarmed when
he heard that I was coming because he didn't know how to cook, but
Saye told him that I was an o0ld hand at it, Itook over the small kiteh.
en when I saw the situation and we had a dexliclous roast beef; the
oven over there 1s much more satisfactory than ours! Tokiji is a mild
mannered sort of individual, very gentle, considerable oriental
mannerisms, He's not used to my more bolsterous ways with Dee-dee, Wes
Jr., as he believes that adults should keep thelr distance from childrer
more, I guess Saye thought that Wes Jr. was getting too familiar with
adults because she made him address me as Mr, Klkuchi Ilnstead of
Charlie. Wes Jr. thinks of me as more of a contemporary as we play
games and talk about secret passwords for gangs and things like that,
We both protested so Saye that it was too informal to be called Mr.

80 we comprised and now he can call me Uncle Charlie! Wes Jr, has
grown considerably since I saw him about six months ago. He acts

l1ike a normal boy, a bit too precocious but not offensive. He must

be gifted mentally as Saye was asked to take him to NYU for IQ tests.
Saye worries a bit too much about "class" in soclety, I'm afraid.

She thinks that Wes Jr,., may get contaminated by the "delinquents" from
the other side of Broadway, inferring that her slde of the street--the
Riverside Distriect--has a higher class of people., From what I see of
the residents in her bullding and in the districts, they look like any
other group of people to me with nothing to distinguish them as pluto-

ecracy. Saye sald that some of the "delinquents" had ganged Ves Jr.

and taken his wrist watch and stolen other things. So I gave Wes Jr.,.
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a boxing lesson! I don't think he will get contaminated by the "desd
end street" boys, as the level of parental supervision is intelligent
and sound usually. A lot of our great men have come out of poor slum
environments--at a struggle, of course. I was going to tell Wes Jr.
how my gang used to swipe things K but Saye gave me & dirty look so I
terminated by childhood tales and discussed the lofty and moral topile
of becoming a good boy scout instead, Dee-dee 1is almost nine now,
Hell, most Nisel grew up in slum areas so Saye has no need to become
alarmed that her son wlll become a delinquent 1f he brushes shoulders
with the boys "across the tracks" of Broadway,

Tokuji has had 13 years of acculturatlion to the Orient so that
he i1s not a talkative sort. It takes several meetings before the ice
begins to thaw, Apparently 1t 1s not good manners in the Orient to
reveal personal history even to friends, or the family., Tokijl did
mention that it was quite‘ombnrrnlllng for him to carry a shopping bag
when he first came back, but Saye said that he was willing and had the
right attitude so that ij the main thing. She sald that he mede {350
yen a month working for the Japanese textile company in the Shanghai
offices as manager, and that he hobnobbed with the "aristocracy,” the
upper crust, the top rice drawers. I don't see why 1t 1s necessary for
her to apologlze for his social and economic "dewnfell." It sounds too
much like the storlies of the exiled Russlian princeswho had to soll

their hands by being walters in America after fortunes crashed. Saye

sald that her brother had qervnhtl to walt upon him in Japan and China,

emphasized how 1t cost her parents in Japan $3000 a month just to eat,
told about an older brother being married to the daughter of the general

who was made & Baron for his success in the invasion of Manchuria, and




23 February, 1947

so forth, It's a damn funny thing that so many of the Nisei tell that
they practically stem from the "nobility" of Japan, How come their
parents kX immigrated to America for economic reasons them? It's like
Mariko and Alice who admit that Pop was a barber "but of course" his
father was a major of a town and Mom comes from Tokyo and was a lady
in waiting in the Royal Court. I suppose that it is a matural tendency
for an insecure group to emphasize the glories of the past and our
country is full of this sort of thing--Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion, Descendants of the Mayflower and that sort of thing. Pépplo
should be prouder of a common people heritage. At 1eantt¢hay proved
their worth by honest toll and not by reflected glbry of lomq ‘nceutor.
I guess Saye can't help it because she 1s holed up in tﬁﬁt small
apartment with a relatively drab life. Otherwise, she 1s ixfine per-
son and I 1like her for her directness and honesty about things in
general, She probably overlooks my fallings too--nobedy 1is perfect.
(Except Yuriko, of coursel) Saye seems to be very settled lnwllfi
now with her role of Mrs., Yamanaka, George 1s out in the mtdyept
chick-sexing again, but Saye wants him to study to be a doétof; It
would spoil him I think because he 1s the easy golng type and not |

materially ambitious for prestige or anything else. He loves Sa;o and

he has accepted Wes Jr. completely so she should be happy with au&h

an understanding person and allow him to work out his own economie
destiny. Saye sald that her former husband, Wes, is st1ll hopeful
that she will come back to him once more and he has never accepte”
fact of the final divorce. She said that he is living with tr
other girl who bore his child, but he still refuses to make
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legal although they are man and wife to the outside world. Last
Christmas he sent Saye an expensive gift and she sald that she was glad
that Yam was so undorltandlng‘nnd did not create artificial resentments.
Saye sald that Wes has never gotten over the 1dea that he could guy buy
her back, In order not to hurt his feelings, she kept the swank cock-
tall purse he sent but returned the money enclosed in it, She feels
that hereafter she can only accept things for the offspring. We had a
long talk on marital adjustments and I think that I learned something...
I shall practice it upon Yurike to see 1f 1t 1s valid! Saye honored me
by saying that I had the prime requisite for happy marital adjustments--
maturity and understanding. She wants to glve us a wedding present.

It made her laugh exceedingly when I told her that the reason I stopped
staying overnight on innocent visits during the time I was 1n service
was because of ugly rumors about it ameng certain Nisel and I dldn't
want her to be falsely gossiped about. Saye sald that the same ugly
talk had started when an old family friend, a grandfather, stayed over
for a while, and she was quite furlous about this. She felt that 1t

was part of the narrow minded psychology of the segregated Japanese
towns on the Coast which was being perpetuated out here. Despite her

comments about her rdatives in Japan, Saye 1s extremely Americanized

and she was dlspleased that the JACD was spending so much energy putting

on plays in Japanese about Japan because she felt that a greater
emphasis should be placed Into soclal and economic adjustments right
here. However, Saye belleved that Japan surrendered wihy with dignity
and was honestly on the road to Democracy under the occupation forces;

but I thought that 1t was all superflcial, and not very dignified when
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they crawled in hypocrisy. I didn't think that a good basis for

democracy could be accomplished when the economic top levels were
supported to the detriment of the masses, making it almost impossible
for a real democratic spirit to be developed from within the people,
Mildred Washington was in to visit for a while, but she spent all
of her time whispering to Saye about her latest love and how she was
afrald of a second marrlage even though the fellow was practically
swooning all over the place, After she left, Saye said that Mildred
overdramatized things and she knew the fellow, who seemed to be trying
to avold any entangling alliances. Mildred appeared to be a psycho-

neurotic person, the frustrated type. She has two trust funds to live

on, pays §150 a month for upkeep of a home in New England where she

goes for the supmer, and does not have to work as a secretary. She

was going around with a colored boy the last time I saw her, The
trouble with her 1s that she 1s a spoliled pampered girl who has not
succeeded in growlng up and facing realitles yet because it 1is so easy
for her to run from place to place with her unearned income., A Nisel
counterpart of Mildred i1s Connie N, Saye sald that Connie had visited
recently before leaving the c¢lty agaln, and she forwarded her regards
tome, I first knew Connle in S,F, She was dolng domestle work up
and down the coast, from Seattle to Los Angeles and back. She was cute,
good jitterbug and popular with the boys, but could never go steady
because she was so flighty. Connie acted the part of an exhibitionist,
but she really was most 1insecure with a strong sense of inferliority.
She tried to compensate for this by trying to get into the limelight.
The only trouble was that all of her values were so superficlal. She

never did get affection because her mother re jected her as a child and
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put her in an orphanage. I met Connle in Chicago again in 1943 and

she was on the way to NYC to make her fortune. I saw her again New
Years 1946 and she was doing domestic work with Gloria Swanson. In
between, she has been a waltress in Florida, cigarette girl in a night-
elub in New Jersey, dancing in a Chinese chorus line in SF Chinatown.

I don't know where she 1s headed for now, Connie is the type of girl
who Invites one to seduce her, but 1f one tries she gets most indignant.
Thinks that men propositions her on Fifth Avenue. It must glve her
some security to have men try and "make" her. She hated her "father"
(I think he 1is unknown to her) because she believes that he ruined her
life and so she 1s no doubt getting a feeling of revenge when she
freutrates the fellows she leads on. Despite her flightiness, I think
she 1s pretty adventurous to be floating around the country doing so

many things, but I bet extremely unhappy.

I have been walting all day for Yuriko but she has not turned up
yet. The storms must have delayed the trains. I'm getting mighty
hungry but I have determined not to eat dilnner until she comes to we
can have an appetlizing reunion. I have missed her so much this past
week, and I curse the storms for delaying her letters to me! She wrote
from Norfolk, Va, that her hotel was next to the ocean and the waves

brought back sweet memories of Fort Hancock. She doesn't seem to be

getting enough rest on her hectle tour. Next week will be equally

exhausting as the company performs all week at the Zlegfeld theater

here.
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To my great joy, Yurlko came bursting in vivaclously about 8 p.m.
last night and this was an extremely happy occasion for the two of us.
As she followed me around and tenderly kissed me on every pretext, I
felt that I was a very lucky guy to have such a nice wifel! It was
such a tender reunion, and I almost imagined myself a romantie God,
no less! We were both so sentimental and full of love, and I was
happy that she came back safe and sound. She announced that she had
left her snow boots in the Washington Hotel and expected to be scolded
for being so absent minded! It's nlce to be lovebirds. Yurlko sald
that she mlissed me so much and it was enough to make me melt when I saw
those large salty teardrops roll out of the corners of her oyes as we
embraced! Yuriko was pleased with the latest improvements about the
apartment, but she sald that she worried that I would get sick.

She visualized "returning to a husband who was completely exhausted

and can't glve me a passionate reunion because of loss of energy."

While on the train back, she sald she fell asleep and dreamed that she

got a box of candy as a gift and that I was eating 1it; suddenly she
woke up and there was a smile on her face and this embarrassed her
because she thought the other passengerssaw her. "See how much I
thought of you," she laughed.

Yuriko sald that the audiences in most of the southern clties
were large but not very demonstrative because they had never seen
modern dancing & la Graham before. However, they got a tremendous
ovation in Lynchburg, and the papers were full of the event Decause
Helen was & home town girl who made good in the eity. "Martha made
Helen take a sole bow." In most of the southern cities, people "look=-

ed curiously st me because I guess they never saw any Nisel girls."
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At the tlime of the resettlement, people looked at the Nisel girls in
the same way, but these glances were interpreted as belng antagonistie
and unfriendly because of the feeling of 1nsecurity which prevaliled
when leaving camp after an interludé of confinement. Yurlko said that
people were nilce to her, When Duggy called her at the hotel, the
operator kept askling how to pronounce the name and when it was correct-
ly repeated, the operator exclalmed "hot dogs!"

This &ornlng Yuriko had to get up early in order to go to the
theater for rehearsals., She will try to get me tickets, but it may
be sold out, I went uptown in order to see the doctor about getting a
statement that I was in good health for the fulfillment of the school
requirements, but he was not in, However, 1t was not a wasted journey
as I browsed around some of the bookshops on the Avenue of the Amerlicas,
and purchased four books at bargain rates., Then I walked down to the
shopping district near us and looked around for food values like a busy
housewife, I came home loaded down with things, and half of the weekly
food budget has already been expended and we have six days to go yet.

I have been mostly reading thls afternoon.,

25 February, 1947, Tuesday

Last night I went up to the Zlegfeld theater with Yuriko for the

Graham Company opening. Yuriko was quite matter of fact about the

whole thing, and not in a nervous twitter like a couple of the girls

because she has been through thls hax before and it was not such a
novelty. I went right up into the girls dressing room although there
was a large sign "Thou shalt not pass" outside and a doorman to keep

people out, The girls did not seem to mind me in their dressing room--
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I suppose marrlage 1s supposed to purify a man's mind or something.
Most of the show I was in the upper wing backstage and I had a good
view of things. The applause sounded very good, and the company outdid
themselves for the critical NYC audlence., Some of Yuriko's friends
came back stage afterwards, one was Ayako Matsumoto who 1is at Princeton
Unlversity learning or teaching cholr singing., Also old company
members came baék to tell with glowing words how wonderful it looked
from out front--strained feelings between Nina and the group--
criticlsms sbout skirts getting too high for the part of the Puritan
girls in "Spring"--comments on technique., It seems that the large
audlence was pretty well filled and the applause was most generous,
They all took a number of curtain calls after the end of the production.
Afterwards Yuriko mentlioned something about losing interest in the
Graham company because of all the fighting which went on the stage to
get the limelight., She sald that Pearl almost knocked her over in one
dance, Yurlko also felt that she was not getting the full satisfaction
of dancing in the company anymore and she has been thinking about going
into musicals or aogething next year, She sald that it was not because
she did not feel she was being appreclated in the company since she was
getting better parts than the others for the time she has been with them.
Yurike said that she did want to go to Europe, and there is also a
chance that they might be sponsored by the State department to go to

Japan and the Or}ent the year afterwards., The whole 1ldea of the over-

seas trip is propaganda to show the other countries that the US has a

distinet cultural development of its own in order to compete against
some of the Russian influence. I think that whatever disorganization

which exists in the company 1s due to the fact that the schedules are
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not posted properly, and also the reallzation that the number of "star"
parts are limited. Also they are aware of the fact that Martha

Graham cannot be an active dancer much longer. Yuriko sald that she
heard that M.G, was 57 years old, but that sounds a bit impossible.

Yuriko does not long for these "star" parts as she 1s getting more and

more of them with every season. The thing which worries her 1s that

she wishes to keep on developing her own dancing instead of getting
into a groove. It will be entirely up to her to declde these things
because I don't know anything about dancing.

Through some mixup, the company was not notifled of the rehearsal
this morning, and the lights could not be turned on by anybody but a
union man so that Yuriko got off. She may have to go later in the
afternoon to rehearse "Cave of the Heart" in which she has one of the
big parts and does solo dancing for the first time on Broadway. She
doesn't seem to be particularly nervous about 1t, Right now she 1s
washing dishes and wondering why I am not around to make love to her

so I guess I'd better go out and help.

26 February, 1947, Wednesday

Yuriko was home most of yesterday so that she puttered around
the apartment getting things tidied up. I forgot to change the sheets
while she was gone and the place was dusty. There were so many pots
and pans which have accumulated unwashed during the past few days.
Usually we get things cleaned up right away, but due to the rush of
the opening here the kitchen has been neglected. I told Yuriko that
I ate out of pots and pans while she was away and that was the reason

why the dishes were comparatively clean upon her return! That made
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her worry that my health was getting rulned so I had to go into the
bedroom and welgh myself to show her that I had not been starved during
her ba absence. To my surprise, I welghed under 140 pounds for the
first time since 1940 although I have been eating well; Yuriko has
gained since marriage and despite the recent road tour. The day went

by so rapldly that it was tlme for dinner before we knew 1t. Yuriko
made me dance with her in the living room and she decided that I had
improved enough for me to take her out public dancing sometime. We
played cards, ate crackers and cheese and drled apricots as an appetizer,
and then Yurliko proceeded to cook a most tasty Chinese dinner, After

we got through eating, Yurlko concluded that it was nlce to be

domesticated and she wanted to take a nap but I had to rush her to the

theater so that she would have plenty of time to get made up. In her
theatrical makeup, she looks llke an Euraslan--very sophisticated and
stunning and not 1like a little housewife at alll

We met Don at the boxoffice while I was getting a ticket for
Sunday night and Yurlko wanted to get seats for her parents., She
spends most of her income buying tickets for other people and then
forgets to collect for it, I have to sneak money out of her wallet and
forelbly save it for her because no matter how much she has she always
manages to spend it by the end of the week. Don gave her the backpay.
He was not too encouraged at the box office sale because he sald that a
large part of the capacity audience for opening night were newspaper
people with free tlckets., The opening got good reviews from all the
papers but one. dJohn Martin, the chlef dance ecritlec of the Tlmes,
thought that the program was "stimulating" and XBx he praised Martha
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Graham's remarkable creatlons and he believed that "Dark Meadow" was
probably the most radical plece of art in the contemporary dance
repertory. Isamu was mentioned for the beautiful settings, and the
minor dancers complimented for technigue. Don was not sure if the
week would be sellouts because of the huge audlitorium.

I couldn't get backstage because the doorman refused to let me
pass, and Yurliko was disappointed that I could not be near her. The
doorman acted like he was a former army officer. Afterwards, he apol-
oglzed to Yuriko for belng so firm, but I stlll think that he must
exist upon a dlet of lemons and pleckles. I couldn't get one of the
cheaper tickets so I went to a downtown movie., There was a sneak
Hollywood preview shown so that I didn't get out untll late, and
Yuriko was walting for me when I got up to the theater, She sald that
Paul was not allowed backstage either. There must be a lot of
kleptomaniacs among showpeople because the doorman sald the rigild rule
was made because so many things were stolen and the insurance companles
would not cover these losses,

When we came out of the 8th Ave., subway on the way home last
night, we saw the form of a rag clad old man lylng stretched out at
the foot of the stalrway with hls jacket flung over his face. A
uniformed Negro subway employee was embarrassedly moving the curious
on., Yuriko thought that the old man was asleep or drunk, but I think
he was dead, For an instant, I felt the mood of how alone a person
really is in this ilmpersonal e¢ity. People are immune to their fellow
creatures and they will not step out of their way to help. Seelng the

4y of a homeless o0ld man sprawled out in the subway statlon in a

of 8 million made me think of how alone and empty the lives of
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modern eivilized people really are., Cilvilization is supposed to have
respect for the individual human worth, but it certainly does not

function that way.

Yuriko hsd to go rehearse her solo part in the new dance this
afternoon. I went to the postoffice to pick up some Income tax re-
turn forms and a package from the WRA with the flnal report on the
evacuation of the Japanese. Most of this afternoon I have been
browsing through these pamphlets. My chief criticism for these
nicely printed volumes 1s that they do not get enough mk eh of the
humen reletionships into them, A lot of charts are pictured, but the
whole report 1s apologla. Dillon Myer's final report is largely
descriptive, falrly raprasankakiye presented in 1ts way, but 1t seems
to overemphasize the role of the WRA as the champlion of the dlspossess
ed. It minimizes its fallures, However, Myer does reveal some of
the basic problems inherent in the whole status of the evacuees, and
he forthrightly brings out the conclusion that the evacuation was not
solely & military measure. It states that the WRA never approved of
the justificatlion of mass evacuation in 1942, The final report
implies that the mllitary 1s dangerous to democracy, and he largely
disproves Gen, DeWitt's four main points for making the evacuatlion

decislon. He deplored the stigmatizing effects on the Nisei, and he

firmly believed that "prace hostility" infringed heavily upon the
3

decision of military necessity. He concludes that the problem 1s
"unfinished business," and he is hopeful that his recommendations
for some sort of compensation will result in congressional leglis-

lation. I think he should have elaborated upon the "marked
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dance concerts though. I enjoyed the program more than ever becaus

I can understand 1t a blt more now. I was struck by the remarkable
genlus of Martha Graham to create these numbers, I liked "Letter to
the World" because it combined music, poetry and dancing, but it was

e bit too long. Martha Greham makes more usé of the group now because
she isn't es actlve as she used to be, but the group without her could
never play Broadway for a week and get such a reception., Martha
Graham is undoubtedly the largest figure in the fleld of modern dancin
and she just doesn't have any competitors., Eric's number was falr,
but it looked weak alongslde the rest of the program. The thling which

struck me was that he had expended $150 for a silly looking pair of

tights in his costume. He got gyped. The dancers all felt that his

plece stunk, but I didn't think it was that bad. I guess I don't know
enough about dance technique. They sald that Erlc danced 1llke he was
all "hopped" up and they got scared when he charged across the stage in
some of hils solos for the other pleces.

It certalnly is true that the world of entertaimnment is a highly
competitive field because there ls so little room at the top. Stars
and the leads get the best dressing rooms, more pay, etec. and the rest
of the group feel that there is not that much difference 1n talent.

In dancing, it 1s the same way although the Graham company 1s a more
closely knit organlzation. However several of the people like Eric
and Pearl are disliked--and they are the "sub-stars," It seems that
only Martha is exempt from this general critlcism, but some of the
girls feel that she no longer can do the differ difficult dances she
used to do and she relies more upon past reputation, However, I think

that she dances beautifully from the point of view of a layman. And
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despite the criticlism that some dancers in her company do not get the
proper recognition, I think that she uses her dances well and she cer=-
talnly does not Iignore talent--witness the opportunities she 1s glving
Yuriko after only 35 seasons with her. Martha Graham does have the
problem of awarding senlority rights to the dancers too, and I think
this causes some of the resentment by the younger dancers. Underlying
the whole thing 1s the recognlition that there 1s only room for one
Martha Graham in the company and that they can only advance to certain
heights, But I haven't heard of any outstanding dancers coming from
that group yet. Yurlko was telling me about some of these things
until 2:30 a.m, She says that she still has a lot to learn, but she
has been a bit disappointed that the element of "trying to get the
1imelight" on the stage has been injected into the company with the
return of Pearl Lang after her "Carousel" role. Yuriko sald that she
loved to dance and she disliked this "commercial pushing." It seems
that Yuriko has been glving some thought to her future. She still
feels that she has a lot to learn from the Graham company and that she
would like to spend another year at least with it; but after that it
is a problem. The fleld 1s so limited and she doesn't think that she
has had enough experience as a choreographer yet., She 1s not worrled
about her teaching, but she saild that there isn't another dance group
on the same level with the Graham company. In case Martha retires
from active dancing, Yuriko does not know what she willl do. She
thought that she might try a speclalty number in a musical on Broadway
if she got the offer, but she would prefer to remaln in the concert

field, The big trouble 1is that dancing does not afford much of a

1iving for most of the followers, and I don't think that modern dancing
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xenophobic tendency in the U.S." as that seems to be at the roots of
our fallure to apply democratic concepts to minorities, the Negro

belng the largest dlsenfranchised minority today. Despite its failings,

I think that the WRA was fortunate in being gulded by more liberal

minded men as the history of the Canadlan evacuees shows that it could
have gone In a very reactlionary direction. That 1s 1ittle consolation,

only an indirect compliment for democratic principles.

27 February, 1947, Thursday

Last night Yurliko came rushing home for dinner before the evening
performance and she had "butterfly" stomach because Don told her that
& noon radlo program wanted her to come and be interviewed about the
Graham dance company. Martha thought that it was very nice that
Yuriko should be selected. Yuriko wasn't so sure that she liked the
idea. She sald that she had to worry about the premiere of the new
plece, "Cave of the Heart" tonight and she didn't want to have anything
else to worry about. She didn't know anymore about the detalls of the
radlo program, but I thlnk.that it was an honor for her to be selected
out of all the company. She thought that the program was conducted by
some former movie star.

Yuriko also announced that there was a free ticket at the box
office walting for me which Don had left. It seems that a lot of
tickets were glven out to press representatives because of the premiere
of Erick's solo. They were a bit worried about the house, but when I
arrived it was quite full. The whole program was well received, and
some of the group numbers were particularly outstanding. I think that

only & New York audience 1s sophlstlicated enough for the abstract modern
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is as established as Ballet yet. It 1s more of an individualistie
fleld, and Martha Graham has been about the first to go in for group
numbers on & large scale. It 1s natural for all the lesser dancers to
be ambitious, and I have concluded that it really must be for the love
of dancing that they stick to it because the financlal returns are so
small, Yuriko does better than most of the company in this respect, but
even then she only averages about $150 a month for the year, maybe §175.
She wanted to know what I thought she should do, but I told her that I
didn't know enough about dancing so I couldn't be a eritle. Yurlko 1s
not worried about succeeding in the future, but just what direction to
take,

I saw Isamu backstage and he was downhearted because the lighting
for his sets were terrible. He gets very good notices for hils unique
sets; they are simple but very modern and outstanding. The doorman
didn't stop me bechuse Yuriko said that Martha left word that I could
go watch the performances from the wings anytime I wanted to despilte
the ruling of the theater. Since she 1s the main attraction, her word
goes! I don't think that I will watch from the wings, but 1t 1s nlce
that the nasty doorman has been taken down a notch, the dictator!

From the way the rest of the company talks, they are spared to death
of Martha Graham because when she gets nervous about the performances
she "jumps on us." She 1s so sweet and gentle with me, and I have yet
to tell her backstage what a wonderful dancer she is. It just 1sn't in

my nature to do that sort of thing; it sounds a bit superficial and

hypoeritical when I hear others doing it. I'm not a very good stage

door Johnny, I guess,

After the performance last night, we went to Ethel's apartment and
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had a tasty snack after Paul got someé things at the Jewish delicatessen.
Paul acts very bored with modern dancing and he reminds Ethel now and
then that he prefers ballet. I don't think that 1s too good for Ethel's
morale as it might make her extremely dlssatisfled. She does very well
in the company, I hear so much subjective criticism of modern dancing
that the only one I listen to attentively 1s Duggey because she 1s the
most objective and she doesn't have personal motivatlons, Yurlke has
the greatest amount of securlty among the regular company members so

it 1sn't necessary for her to indulge so much in these "cat sessions"

in the dressing room, although no one 1s free from it. It i1s human
nature, she says.

Nancy came down and woke us up because they wanted Yuriko at the
studio for a rehearsal of "Cave." I thought that she would be extremely
nervous about it because she has one of the three maln parts 1n 1t,
but she was quite calm. She said that she knew her part and she didn't
want to go up too early because Martha might change her costume which
she liked very much. When "Cave of the Heart" was glven an advance

showing last year at Columbia U. for an lnvitation audience, Yurlke

got the most favorable notlces for her solos. She sald that the dance

had been improved since then, but she still remains one of the three
central characters, When I mentioned to her that Martha must belleve
that she 1s pretty good for giving her such a good part, she answered,
"Well, she couldn't give it to Pearl because Eric could not throw her
around like he does me." That's a nice modest way of looking at things
The dance 1s based upon the Medla legend so I shall spend the afternoor
reading Roblnson Jeffer's version of it after I come back from the

social security office. I won't see Yuriko until after the performance
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but I will see this program on closing night. Saye is golng tonight
if her ear is better,
Later:

I took another walk through the Bowery area, and felt uncomfort-
able at the Inconslistency of things--expensive jewelry and dress shops
in the distrliet, but on the streets men in rags stumble around, many
fallling from drunkenness and nobody paylng much attention. They smell
of cheap stale whiskey. Others just standing around looking gloomy or
panhandling, a few selllng junk items. God, what a mess; 1t must be
preventable in some way. Nobody 1s much concerned about trying to
rehabllitate them as they flgure that these old men are too far gone.
It's annoyling to see such things and it gives me a guilty consclence
and I feel ashamed that such a situation must exist., We don't need to
have "dregs of soclety" if we could practice more brotherhood but that
seems to be an impossible 1deal in a cynical, materlalistic world.
It's tragic.

Yurike rehearsed all afternoon, but I asked her to come home for
dinner 1lnstead of eatling out. Rather than send her flowers for her
big solo opening tonlght, I cooked her a steak dinner and she enjoyed
it very much. She also bought a sweater during the afternéon and we
agreed that thls would be another present from me rather than flowers
as i1t was more practical. After dinner, she began to hint that it was
a long walk to the subway so I walked her down. Then she said that it
seemed like mliles to go from 50th to 54th St. and her psychology worked
because I escorted her right to the stage door where I was rewarded with

a "good luck kiss.™ I will go up and get her about 11:00. She said

that the house was sold out for tonight. I came home, washed the

dishes, and plan to read for a couple of hours now,
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After I finished reading Robinson Jeffer's "Medea" last night,
I went up to the Zlegfeld Theater to plck Yurike up, The audience
wes just coming out 8o I stood around in front and overheard some of
the comments--several were about Yuriko and how "lovely" she danced.
Clare Claymen and her friend saw me and they immedlately said that
Yuriko was most impressive in "Cave" and she got & tremendous hand
with shouts of "Brave." The new dance was apparently liked by the
audience as 1t got 135 curtain calls, Clara asked if I were not so
proud of Yurike for being so tremendous: "She even danced better
than Martha at times," she said. On the way backstage I met other
members of the compeany and frlends and they were equally full of
pralse, Yuriko,seemed to have been outstanding although the other
two dancers and Martha were all congratulated for the fine performance.
About Yuriko, they said such things as "she was sensational," "so

lovely," "denced divinely." "the part was made for her," "she stole

the show," "technical perfection," "the dance gave her a chance to

show her talents," "Martha's outstanding pupil," "she wowed the

audience," and so forth., The girls of the company were equally

lavish in their pralse, and I began to feel that I had missed some-

thing. I guess they thought 1t was pecullar that I was not present for

this great event--untll I mentloned that I would see it on Sunday.
Yuriko was very excited about the whole thing and extremely

pleased that it had turned out so well and she dldn't expect such a

tremendous ovation. She was on the way up to the dressing room when

I saw her and she sald that Martha had ealled her downstalrs because

Katherine Cornell wanted to meet her and compliment her on the dancing.
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She said that Katherine Cornell "sald some very nice things about me
and I just didn't know what to say except that the credit belonged

to Martha, and all the time Martha held my hands and looked at me

very motherly and proud." Yuriko said that she was also introduced

to other show people in Martha's dressing room. Yurlko said that
Katherine Cornell told Martha that it was a good thing that Martha did
not speak on stage implying that she would have competition then. In
the dressing room other people came up to tell Yurlko how they enjoyed
her dancing. May O'Donnell and Eric were complimented too, but Yurlko
got most of the attention next to Martha Graham., It was the biggest
part that Yuriko has had yet and she sald that it was the first time
that she had made a solo bow on Broadway. I was quite pleased that
she had done so well and I joshed her that now that she was a star

she would probably want to take a taxl home Iinstead of the subway.
Yuriko was quite exhausted from the excltement of the evening, and very
relieved when Don told her that she would not have to appear on the
radio because of conflieting schedules.

After we got home, we had a snack to eat and Yurlko calmed down
and was her ususl self, She was very modest whille getting all of
those compliments which I thought were most sincere., Yuriko minimized
her success by saylng that the part was exceptlional and that the
audience was not used to seeing an Orlental on stage dolng modern
dancing., It was a full house, and Yurike said today that all tickets
had been sold out for the rest of the week, I bought all of the

papers today and the reviews of the premlere were more restrained but

on the whole favorasble. The Post did not like 1t, called it "obscure"

and "after you have seen it you do not lnow much more about it than
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before hand" and "full of confused symbollsm and vague ideas."” The
Times had the best review, and dancers use thls paper as the bible
because of its natlonal reputation, wide circulation, mature judgment

on the theatrlical world, It felt that the dance was a "direct

dramstic narrstive, simple and transparent in form," "taut forece and
drive," "an almost melodramatic color," "ending is superb," "keyed to
8 quiet savagery, and wonderfully sustained in tome," "Mr. Noguchi's
set, perhaps the finest one he has yet done, is actually part of the
action--deceptive simplicity and visually beautiful". And, the most
Important line "Yurlke dances stunningly the somewhat strained inven-
tions of the Victim.," The Times concludes, "The work was received

with enthuslasm and there were many curtain calls.,"

Yuriko did not have to go rehearse today so she was home until
just a while ago when she left for the theater, We just rested in bed
until almost dinner time, relaxing and taking it easy. I had to get
up to shop while Yuriko made the prellminary dinner plens. It was a
very lazy day for me, but the rest was good for Yurlko as it 1s the
first real one she has had since the tour started, She does not know
yet if the compeny will have its engegement here prolonged for
another week because of the growing success of the performances, but
she felt that it was not likely because of theater commitments for
another show, Yurlko said that she believed the company would make
money this year much to her surprise because of the fevorable turnouts
here. We had a very nice day together, just like a honeymoon. I was
holding my breath in bed for no reeson at all and when Yuriko shook me
I pretended thet I was unconscious. She got so alarmed and blg tears
came to hereyes, She sald I scared her so I had to take most of the

afternoon to make up. "Such a erazy couple we are," Yuriko exclalms
every once in a while.




