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The military permit for Alice to stay until the 18th came i n last night, but 

I did not get notified until this morning* We tried to contac t them, but it was 

too late, since Alice was already on the way back* I talke d to Mr* Fryer briefly 

and he was very sympathetic* I asked him if it would be po ssible for Alice to 

go back at a later time to bring Pop back and he was quite unde rstanding and said 

that it could be arranged* 

Alice came in this afternoon* She said that Pop still was n ot able to talk or 

to understand much, although he appears to reoognize her * He will be this way for 

the next two weeks and then his voice may return* He is not over the danger 

point entirely, but he now has a chance for recovery since  the will to live is 

strong* His body is fairly strong considering his age and for mer illnesses* The 

doctor there wants Alice to notify him when the hospital  here will be ready to 

receive him* He will be an invalid for quite a while, but m ay slowly recover the 

use of the pralyzed part of his body* The doctor stated that t he blood clot in 

the brain would slowly dissolve and that there would be no imm ediate danger, jr 

the preseni It will probably be better to let him stay ther e as long as possible 

Jack has until the 25th to go out to school and he plans to get all of the fur 

niture built by then* He is building a dresser set for the girls now. Tomorrow 

he plans to build a desk for my study* ^e was going to order the plywood for 

the closet doors, but he doesn't trust my carpentry so he found some heavy card-

board and made a sliding door out of it* It is my department t o get everything 

all painted up* 

^Things have been slowly unpacked, but there still is a lot o f things that 

needs to be put away* We are putting all of Pop^ barber equ ipment away because 

he won't be able to use them for a long time* All of the grips are being stored 

away on top of the closets* Jack must be expecting us to sta y here for five 

years the way he makes things so solid Still don't know what plans Alice has* 

She has kept Angelo dangling for a long time and he is getting  impatient new* 
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Alice vaguely states that she has to stay for several week s more at least and has 

written Angelo that she will stay "for a while longer." App arently she still can-

not make up her mind. She feels that with Pop now sick, the family can't get 

along without her» This is a noble thought, but she should start thinking about 

her own life now, Because she has helped out the family fina ncially for the past 

five years, she feels that nobody else can handle that respon sibility. That is 

why Emiko hasn't assumed the responsibility of an older daug hter—because things 

are taken out of her control. And Mom feels that Emiko an d Bette can't do such 

things as the laundry without her help. She has a dark spot on one of her hands 

and we have told her to take it easy, but she busies herself aro und the house 

from morning until night- She is not completely recovered yet from her Tanforan 

illness, but she refuses to heed our admonitions. I have a fe eling that she 

wants the family to~ rely on her more, that is why she keeps go ing all day long, 

washing, fixing -'̂ nkj. seeing that we have «nough covers, e tc. The mess hall 

gives the kids two deviled sandwiches every day, so Mom alw ays fixes up something 

special for Miyako. She is supposed to have an operation on  her tumor sometime, 

but she claims that she is too busy to go see the doctor. 

glued to the radio listening to all of the programs. I told h im that he would 

have to study from 7 : 30 to 9:00 after school starts and he almost had a fit.  n 0h 

no I  I'm not going to miss all of those programs. I ean do my hom ework in half 

and hour in the morning like I did at Tanforan." Jack and I explained that this 

was a regular school and tt would not be so easy as Tanforan . Besides, Tom would 

not have Jack, his teaoher, around to help him with all of the answers to the 

tests. Miyako skipped a half grade but she says that s chool is easy so far. 

About twelve gamblers were arrested in Camp 1 last night for gambling. They 

had about $700 on the table. Williamson took them into Flore nce for trial today, 

and they looked a little sheepish. The ringleader is one of t he members of the 

problem, sits all evening with his ears 
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gambling ring around here that they are trying to break up. They were given a 

six months sentence, but it was suspended for all of them who has to.serve 21 

days in the county jail« The rest are all on probation and the y have to report 

weekly to the Block Manager who is responsible for their goo d behavior» 

The other day they sent one of the gamblers to an internmen t camp. He is 

the father of seven children and hAs been given several ch arges. Williamson was 

very fair with him, but when he threatened violence to a coup le of the wardens who 

he accused of informing on him, action was taken immediately . It was further 

suspicioned that he was responsible for attacking a youn g girl. 

The Interior Police force are also looking for the young b oys who threw rocks 

at the Cauoasisn canteen. A letter sent to Ken stated that th ere were two wardens 

on the scene but they did not do anything about it. The admini stration also has 

sent a letter to the Army asking them to keep unauthorized A rmy men out of the 

place. It seems,that about four of them came in last week and took a lot of pictures 

The Army officials were also asked to keep the jeep« out when not necessary since 

several were seen with Japanese girl evaouees riding in th em with the soldiers. 

Tak» Asukura will take over the Housing Supervisor duties in the morning. 

I went over some of the housing policies with him this morni ng and he asked 

Helen, Butch and I to help him out until the last arrivals are  settled. He 

thought that it would be a good idea to stop all housing cha nges until the Santa 

Anita group came in so that there would not be too much confu sion. Tuko handled 

all of the clothing distribution for the Tulare people. He sa ys that he is 

going to appoint an Issei to listen to some of the complaint s because the Issei 

have the idea that we Nise are too "Namaki" (fresh,) when deal ing with them. 

This is always a standard complaint for the Issei dissatisf action and I have a 

tough skin by now. 

We will still continue to make the recommendations for the Social Welfare 

oases, but the actual assignment of rooms will be turned back to Tuko and his 
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Today we started the movement of the cooks at the 30 and 51 bl ocks so that 

they would be settled by the time that the Santa -Anita group c omes in on Sunday« 

The cooks are mostly single Issei and we have to put them int o rooms together as 

other single Issei object fco be living with them as the coo ks get up at all 

hours in the morning. They get the best ohoice of rooms in the new blocks, usually 

the shady side near the mess hall. The "30 " cooks wanted to stay 5 in a D room, 

but we told them that theyywould have to expect and addit ional  oouple  of single 

men in with them if it became crowded in the other apartme nts. One old lady came 

in this morning and demanded that we move her at once beca use she found out that 

the man of the couple living with them was a professional g ambler and she did not 

want to have her reputation ruined by living with them. We to ld her to hold otff 

until this week end when the partitions would be put i 

There doesrlS% seem to be much of the sophisticated intell ectual life in this 

camp. The leaders are very few and most of them are interest ed only in the phy-

sical comforts of this camp. One of the Tulare leaders is goi ng around and 

actually sabotaging the farm labor effort in this Center by telling the workers 

that it is not much use to work because everything will be pr ovided for them any-

way. ̂ e says that they are silly for working overtime at $ 16.00 a month while 

most of the oth r̂ workers have it easy, especially those in the administration 

building that loaf most of the day. There is a great deal of misplacement and 

overstaffing of some departments, but that will h ave to be ironed out in time. 

HVhen the Santa Anita group comes in, there will be another mad scramble for good 

jobs, but most of them already have been taken. There should be a re-assignment 

of all workers once the camp is filled up so that everyone ge ts fair treatment. 

The Employment office here is not doing such a good job. *h ere has been many 

accusations that  the;  friends of the interviewers are getting the most favorabl e 
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treatment« This comes largely from the Turlook grouj 

I hear little conversation stressing Americanism around he re, although it has 

been my observation that these rural people are not so backw ard as claimed» In 

fact, they seem to be farily Americanized although a/ numbe r of the younger 

children speak a mixture of English and Japanese» There is n o doubt that most 

of the Nisei are loyal, although inclined to be disillusio ned. They don't talk 

much about the post-war problems but they must be aware of the fact that ad-

justments will be difficult» Even the Issei feel that they a re going to remain 

here* I was talking to one of them this afternoon* about clot hing allowance» He 

said he had money to buy shoes for his kids, but he was g oing to need every cent 

of it to start up his farm again "back in California" and he did not have muoh 

chance to save up anything here at |16»00 a month» His fiftee n year old son goes 

out to pick cotton so that they can add to the family fund. 

ĵUM^We have the same idea in our family since Mom and Pop a re now both unemploy-

able. Mom has always been easy with the money, however, and w e have a hard time 

to keep her from spending what little we have &3=i up» 

^ ^ h e administration is beginning to release mess hall work ers under 30 and 

putting the older Issei in so that they may be encouraged to e nter the farm work» 

They will also need a lot of Nisei for the camouflage projec t when it opens» (See 

Fryer memo) 

While I was over in Camp one today, X stopped to talk to G race a few moment*. 

She claims that the camp is dead now that most of the adminis tration has moved 

over here» She thinks that it is now the forgotten camp and i t looks deserted 

when the farm workers are out and the children are at sch ool» Â . that time, there 

are only old men adn women sitting around gazing blankly a t the sky. She com-

plains that even the camp paper has forgotten them because on ly one page of news 

is devoted to their activities. She says: "There are many r umors that the 
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WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 

GILA  RIVER  RELOCATION CENTER 

MEMORANDUM TO 

Rivers, Arizona 
October 8, 1942 

John C. Henderson* Chief of Employment 
and Housing Division 

Willian Huso, Placement Officer 

SUBJECT: Mobilization and Placement of Man Power 

Man Power is being mobilized throughout the 
Nation to win the war. The Gila Communities cannot be 
divorced from the National effort. In fact, it is even 
more important here than elsewhere that man power be 
mobilized and placed in job employment in relation to 
its skills and strength. Here people are completely 
interdependent on each other. Here every able bodied man 
and woman must make his contribution to the Community 
welfare if the Gila C o m m l i n i t y are to be strong, healthy 
and self-supporting. 

It is not in the Community interest that the older 
people should be denied employment, ^t is not in the 
Community interest that positions be held by the young 
and strong when they might be filled as well by their 
elders and, thus, release the younger people for more 
productive work—work in which there is an opportunity 
for job training andproduction both for the Community 
and the Nation. 

You are, therefore, instructed to make replace-
ments wherever possible, if by so doing the objectives 
of a more productive and wiser use and distribution of 
man power are accomplished. 

Specifically, I have observed that nearly all 
kitchen and dining-room employees, with exception of the 
Cooks, whom I find to be bery able, are young.  1 he positions 
of pot washers, dish washe s, ganitors, waitresses, pantry 
clerks, and cooks' helpers are good examples in which re-
placements are possible. I suggest 30 years as a minimum 
age for such employees. Exchanges of personnel in this fi eld 
alone will release large numbers of people for employment 
in Agricultural production. 
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It is vital to this Community to other 
relocation projects now supplying the people here with 
vegetables, that fevery effort be made to save the c rops 
now planted, and increase the production of vegetables 
for this and other Relocation Centers. Public Works 
Projects need more men. Industrial developments, soon 
forth coming,  need both men and women. 

I am confident that you, together with the Block 
Managers, can make these replacement in an efficient and 
impartial manner« 

Very truly yours, 

E. R. Fryer 
Ac t ing Project Director 

cc Fpank W. Harding 
Regional Office 

ERFryer: tk 
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Courier" do not put in all or hardly any news about Canal new s. These people 

are grumbling and presuming that the News Courier is a paper for both camps. I 

think it would be fair and satisfactory that there be more n ews about the Canal 

Camp in the paper. A lot of our notices aren't even printed. A fter all, we are 

not a suburb of Butte 8amp and we don't like to be treated as or phans." 

The camp electifctt* for the Temporary Community Council wa s held today, but 

<m* Wild never have realized that there was qn election go ing on. It was very 

I sent in my application hf or an.absentee ballot for the com ing State elections. 

Don't know much about what; is going on in the Californi an political scene since 

the Arizona paper doesn't carry much of it. In fact, I rar ely read a paper any-

more. I know that the war is still going on, but I haven't been following it as 

olosely as I should. 

Friday, October 16, 1942 

arothy Thomas sent us a letter todpy. I had planned to keep it a s quiet as 

and W.R.A. for information and also phoned down to San L uis Obispo. She puts all 

of her means at our disposal and offers all her help. I didn' t want to let her 

know about it until it was all over as there is no use having m ore people worrying 

about it. There is nothing we can do about it; we are so hel pless. We shall 

know in the next two weeks what the .outcome will be. > 

Alice has decided to stay on here "indefinitely" and has writ ten Angelo to 

this effect. looks now that she will never make the break, a lthough If Pop's 

conditions greatly improves, she may go out. At least it w on't be for a couple 

of months yet. 

Mom is taking it pretty well and is already planning on ho w to best take care 

possible, but she read the item in the Gilatfiews. She tel egraphed to the W.C.C.A. 
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of him when he comes. She wants him sent here immediately, but that is out of 

the question» Emiko and Bette don't say much. In fact, we d on't discuss it too 
• 

much, taking it for granted that he will be back with us soon« 

Ĵiramy sent a most interesting letter from Utah and he s ays that the clerics 

have taken over the place. Reverend Gato dedicated Topaz to the "Greater Glory 

of God" before the staff could arrive to protest. Bob Tsuda i s the editor and most 

of the fellows are still around. Toro is the junior administ rative assistant to 

Dr. Carlisle, head of the project education. Ernie T. and H arry Tomi are trying 

to grab this choice place since they were the heads of the elem entary and high 

school at Tanforan. Jimmy*s report certainly is much diffe rent from Fred H. 

They,  are having Rousing problems too. Hr. Wakai got a nervous b reakdown handling 

it and now Manai is holding the sack. (s ee attached letter) They must be having 

an interesting time up there , but I don t envy them any. The Jfopaz Times looks 

like the Totalizer and they will probably have a first cla ss paper in time. It 

is much better than ours* 

Family Magazine also writes and asks for a description of the Social Welfare 

department in a relocation center, but, as usual, I'll prob ably be lazy as hell 

and never get around to i t ^  J  don't know how these days go so fast. They go so 

fast that I don't even get a chance to think and when I do sit d own to think about 

anything, I oan't concentrate. Guess there are toonnman y things on my mind. Some-

times I wonder whether it is because of some unconscious dis satisfaction to this 

life. If I ever get that feeling of frustration like I did a t Tanforan, I cer-

tainly will make every effort to get out. I still have so me thought in my mind 

about §oing further graduate work. At the same time, I am bein g drawn close to 

the family and am getting at the point where I could^t j ust walk out on them. 

When I first went to Tanforan, things were not that way. The family was some 

impersonal sort of thing, but now I view it as a vital ̂ aiWi ng and living entity 

and desire to see if I can help solve its destinies. Evacuati on has done that— 
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Topaz was dedicated to the "Greater Glory of God" by the R e v. 
Taro Goto of the advance contingent before the rest of us cou ld • 
arrive to protest. The clerics have finally come into thei r own 
after thè ir frustration at Tanforan, and I think they're god-fearing 
administration vehemently endorses the Church and conse quently 
the center paper, under that great Bussei leader, B 0 b Tsuda, has 
consented to devote one page a Week to the pious...quite and  advance-
ment over the half column they got at Tanforan. The divines w ill 
be among the elite economically: they're all ratted as # 19 men...' 
even the freshly ordained Mas Wakai, who vsent mildly nuts d uring 
his first week, but more about that later. 

Wèll,  that's how things stand here. The smarter K. A. 
apecialists are smoling only on the sly and walking peniten tly 
around, their faces oozing reverence. 

Of the old totalizer gang, only Bob, Alex, and I have stuc k 
around in newspaper work. Taro was with us at first but he d eserted" 
for a title: J u nior admimistrative assistant to Dr. Carlisle head 
of project education. He's righ$ hand man and glorified offi ce boy 
by his own admission. He hates the job now, and has been tryi ng to* 
resign for over a week. They won't let him go, even offering to take 
some of the clerical work off his shoulders if he'd stic k around. 
Katayama watches the clock now like a hawk(one of his rea sons for 
deserting was regular hours): as quitting time approache s, he edges 
closer and closer to the door, to the talbe nearest to the ent rance. 
At the stroke of five he lopes out like a man with diarrhea h eading 
for rainbow's end. He wants to come back to the paper, but he  wants 
to do it with dignity. When I suggest that he write an applica tion 
and present it on bended knees, he mutters, curiously eno ugh:"You 
bastard. u 

Ironically there are two scholars just waiting to fill Tar o's 
shoes in the education division...E r nie Takahashi and Henry T a ni . 
•t'he two academians were quite shocked to hear when they ar rived that 
Katavama, a man without their training in education, had p lucked 
the choice plum. 

Taro and Yu#i aren't married yet: not even the date has be en 
set. They both still want to go to Poston. T a ro's application was 
turned down: but Yuki hasn't heard anything from the San. Fra ncisco 
off icials yet regarding hers. Th.@y want to get away from their in-
laws  . 

The adminis tration has a ken a paternal interest in the paper . 
Charles Ernst, the project director, insists on reviewin g the copy 
before it is printed...not for censoring, you understand , but just 
to inject half an hour of relaxation into his busy day. No doubt 
he gets great pleasure in ruminating over the copy and discus sing 
the fine points of story treatment with the editors. Yéah, it's the 
same thing again...prostituted press. But the censorship i s pretty 
intelligent. We're confident it'll be relaxed after Erns t isassured 
that the éditors aren't out to rake gods over the co^ls every issue. 
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Bob is orying his eyes out for another Kikuchi. He's Volunte ered to teaoh 
a class in reporting so that he can train a few kids to bri ng in unvarnished facts 
without the purple writing. He hopes to unearth another CK. 

The paper is still in its pre-issues. We won't go into regul ar publication 
until we are reassured of facilities. At present, we're goi ng out to Hinckley, 
a town about 12 miles away, to do our head-cutting. The dom estic mimeograph runs 
like a windmill, creaks about the same amount, too. Even the brief taste of freedom 
we sense in our trips to Hinckley feels wonderful. It's quite a sensation to walk 
on Sidewalks again with trees and lawns and white houses a round you. It was a 
pleasant feeling not to have an MP or an escort dogging my steps. I realized it 
was the first time I had been "outside" in nearly 5 months; and , at my surprise Af 
this sudden freedom, I realized too how much I had reconcil ed myself to restrictions. 
I suppose that's one of the dangers of this whole relocation p rogram: you get to 
accept internment a* the natural thing. This is a swell cue f or some masterly thesis, 
but I've got more to tell you about Topaz. 

The housing problem here was pretty had. Tanforan kept seMi ng contingent after 
contingent before housing facilities were completed. Wh en some groups arrived, there 
were no beds, no blankets, no mattresses. Emergency call s for these items had to 
be made in the dining halls. One of the nisei in oharge of issui ng these things was 
so sore that he roared over to a division chief's house and to ok six blankets off his 
bed. Some of the barracks lacked roofing. Today it rained an d the housing erew was 
busy rolling tar paper over the roof of most of the apartme nts in three blocks. 

And it was while viewing the housing situation that Mas Wakai went wacky. He 
was atationed in the housing office as counselor to the r esidents who came in and 
demanded apartment changes or complained about neighbor s. Apparently he really took 
his job seriously: he made several changes which really g ummed up the housing routine. 
He thought the was only doing a good turn: he was told to keep hi s hands off adjust-
ments. He just sat and listened to oomplaints and was unabl e to do anything about 
them. One night, he rushed into the apartment of Mrs. Takag i(lthink that's the 
name) with an army blanket draped over his shoulders, moani ng, "I can't sleep, I can t 
sleep." He kept thinking of his unsatisfied constituents until it became some 
sort of a complex. Mts. Takagi suggested sleeping pills, bu t he wouldn't accept any. 
He was fannd later collapsed on the cement porch of one of t he dining halls, and taken 
to the hospital where he stayed for several days. Mrs. Tak agi, who was just fecover-
ing from a nervous breakdown when Wakai rushed into her apa rtment: and the soare 
brought fever blisters to her forehead, and she had to return to the infirmary again. 
This would make a swell comedy if it waaA't so tragic. And pe rhaps the saddest of 
all is Marti Kyogoku, who took Mrs. Takagi's job after her first breakdown, believing 
it would last only a few days. Now Marii says she's stuck  with the job, and all 
she's living for is a pint Scotch promised to her by the head of the housing 
section after her job is completed—that'll be tomorrow. So much for the housing 
situation. 

The weather is erratic. In the morning the mercury hovers a round freezing and 
then rises by noon to about 90degrees. The hottest it gets her e is 112degrees> 
the coldest, 32degrees below. The most unpleasant thing is the dust; it's every-
where. Much of it has been alleviated in the last week by a du st settling program, 
however thjy can atill spot Tepaz from the outlying cities b y the cloud ofdust 
that constantly watches over it like a buzzard. Only the ram tongs it down. 

Two days ago, Bill Fujita received a letter from brother Ta d that Tanforan's 
last.contingent will stay for an indefinite length of tim e. He repe'tedthat 
8000 more Japs were coming to the assembly center, and that the last group of ™ ± * r s 
had to stay  to  occupy key positions. Maybe "had" is the wrong 
to the same thing because if enough do not volunteer to rem ain behind, they could 
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drafted to stay. Since then a lot of letters have come in  confirming this; no one 
knows for sure where the Japanese are coming from. Maybe yo u knew all thisnfchrough 
Alice and Jack; the newsbroke in Tanforan on October 6,  the day on which the rest of 
your family was supposed to leave for Gila. I hope they made i t all right, because 
thsoe who remaijd after that are frozen. The workers group wa s scheduled to come 
in tomorrow, terminating the transfer of evacuees from Tanf oran to T 0paz. 

This place isn't much now, but it has tremeradous potentialit ies. It can develop 
into something approximating the"Jewel of the Dessrt" a p hrase some one pinned to the 
first pre-issue of the paper--that was before we got here, when Henri Takahashi was 
editing it/ There might be an added incentive heiv-to wo rk on the development of the 
project; for the H A owns the land outright; it bought out all febe local farmers. *t 
is one ££ the two projects that doesn't belong to the U. S. Rec lamation bureau or the 
Indian gervice. After the war, it will problably be a perman ent settlement. The 
residents of the nearby towns are already calling it Tok io. They're ignorant but 
friendly. H?hile in Hinckley, a girl about 12 years old ca me up and  drawledï "Are  yo# 
from Lik Tokio. I heard thetefrre a lot of pretty bops a nd girls in Lil Tokio« I'm 
going over there some day...maybe I can find me a cute boy friend." 

I hope you got our bona-fide "30" issue of the Tote. The one we s ent first was 
something the boys dreamed up to disgust Kikuchi, *or three days after we sent it, 
we'd chuckle every time we thought of how the special editio n would affect you. We 
visualized you coming after us, riding the rails with a c lub in your hands, to get 
your mitts on the lazy bums. Excuse please, Japanese treac hery. Anyway, Taro 
was quite proud of the final issue; he hasn't found any other "30" issue to matoh it 
yet; incidentally, have you seen the Pacemaker's bowing ou t édition? Ï sounded like 
a subscription prospectus; Eddie really blew the horn. I ha ven't seen anything in the 
others that came close to Katayama's Tanfo Calendar. It was a n outstanding job of 
writing, done under the handicap of being in love.  B y the way, Yuki was engaged to 
Taro already on the night you asked her to kiss you—fcememb er the night before you 
left? She hadn't ever kissed a boy before. She said later t hat she wanted to kiss 
you, but didn't know how to go about it. Take it or leave it, Profile. 

Still angling for a transfer to Poston. At present, I'm liv ing with Mine and 
Toi Ikubo. They adopted me, saving me from political disagr eement with five kibei 
with whom I was first assigned. Regards to family, and te ll  A lice I'm still waiting 
to give her a farewell kiss.  s o long and best of luck. 

James >> 
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through fear or circumstances, I don't know» I would like to see Bette get to 

college and I may be able to help in this* The uncertainty o f the post-war period 

is probably a subject of ooncern for all of the evacuees« A s far as our family 

is concerned, something always seems to turn up, so I may as well put my full 

attention into seeing what can be done now« I still believe th at the W«R«A» cen-

ters hold tremendous potentialities if we do not lose sight o f the fact that ours 

is not an isolated problem» Since évacuation, the Nisei p robably have had more 

publicity than ever before» Every little bit counts» 

Jack is now building a desk for me—a big thing inspired from a Montgomery 

Ward picture, so I am not objecting to all of the noise—sawin g and hammering. 

By the time Saturday rolls around, I will certainly have a l ot of painting to do» 

Everyone that comes in admires our furniture» 

'om says that he is not going to steal any more lumber» One of the old men 

in ouir block was rearranging his lumber pile this afternoon and he unconvered a 

big rattlesnake» Our block is now getting a reputation as the home of rattle-

snakes and scorpions so I doubt if so many people will want t o move up this way» 

The rumor about T ft nforan going to be used for Hawaiian evacuees is growing» 

Some of the Issei are saying "I told you so« They are going t o evacuate all of 

the Japanese»" Jimmy writes to the effect that the last gr oup from Tanforan was 

frozen and all of the administrative staff called back» He s ays that they are 

preparing for 8,000 more evacuees» I sent Jimmy N» in to ask Fr yer about it aad 

Fryer told him that it was a good rumor, but he would not co mmit himself» He 

said :  "In case the general evacuation of Hawaii became necess ary, it would be 

best to have the aged and the ill out here»" Something must be brewing. Spec-

ulations around here say that it may be Tule or Manzanar^ 

I dropped in on Williamson ̂ iis mornin^to ask him about Juven ile J l̂inquenoy« 

as sort of busy so asked me to come at 7:00 this evening fo r a Jong talk 
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At 1st he said that Social workers were a bunoh of panty- ws/stefe, and that crime had to 

be handled in a two fisted manner. Later this evening he softe ned up a lot, and he 

is a swell person who takes a very practical approaoh to th is whole problem of crime 
H 

in this canter« e said that he would like to work with us and  let us handle the crime 

prevention aspects if it had a social welfare angle to it. ̂ e was thinking of putting 

some sort of social worker in his department, btttt «ould rat her have us handle it* He 

is not prejudiced against social workers, but he doesnit li ke too much of a theoretical 

approach. He feels that both the school and the church have not done thw work they 

should do, but instead failed miserably by passing the bukk on. 

Williamson is about 30 and a big, frank fellow. He got ̂ is M. Public 

Administrations from TJ.C. and tiraght a 6riminology co urse at the U. of Hawaii last 

year. 2© has also worked in several policy departments and w ith the F. Bi I. He feels 

that this training and experience fits in perfectly for a job  of this sort as a large 

part of his work is to make his wardens realize that their tas ks are to be carried on 

just like in any community. He realized that the Issei-lau gh up their s&&eve at the \KoW 

Nisei force, but this does/ not bother him too muoh^ He has put a Nisei in charge of 

the force in this camp. In Canal camp, the Issei wanted to control the department but 

he soon s/et them straight. 

Right now gambling is the greatest problem of his department . Williamson is not 

concerned with petty games, hut he is definitely out to brea k off the big gambling, 

rings where large sums of money is involved, especially t he organized houses that take 

a cut. He doesn't want his staff to be a bunch of stool pige/o ns, but to regard their 

work as a vital contribution to the community welfare. 

says that sex is not too great a problem right notf, butAie is expecting some-

thing to pop soon.  T here are over 800 single men in this camp. Many of them wer e 

former seamen and agricultural workers who have been used to going to Houses of 

Prostituion on Saturday nights, ̂ ince May, all this has be en stopped and Williamson 

doesn't know how he will cope with the problem when it does b reak^ 

w f i He says that they get many cases of young boy's peeking in to the women's latrines, 

but he can't control this,very well as most of the wardens are untrained and unable to 
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handle such things. He says he will turn these these cases over to us.^everal tiroes 

a week, he gives the wardens talks on criminology so that t hey will be acquainted with 

the regular police procedure. 

One of the most serious things in regards to delinquency is lumber theft. The 

boys laugh^at the attempts to stop them on the part of the wa rdens. Williamson believes 

that this will lead into stealing the tools next and then b reaking into warehouses, 

which is burgalry. One of the best ways to cope rwith this problem is to provide 

the normal outlests for youth to expand this energy. A moB© organized community 

will help greatlĵ > I will probably build my talk for W a y  around some of the points. 

He ended up by piling me up with some good criminology books a nd even gave me a 

copy of "Principles of Criminology" by Sutherland for me t o keep because I appeared 

to be so interested in the subject. I know that I am not going to do any extensive 

research for this talk— I'm too tawy. Maybe tomorrow night I can w ork on it. Mayb*.... 

I've got until Saturday night. 

Viif Anyway Junenile Delinquency is not something that on e can get the answer for by 

dropping a nickel into a slot. 

I rode around vlnh a big IRA.cadillac with larry this morni ng to pick up the 

efetion ballots. From the preliminary counting, the turnou t was very poor. Only 
i 

50% of the eligible voters registered in the first place and o ut of these only about 

40% voted.  T here wasn't much enthusiasm about it. Harry is getting wor ried about 

this attitude beoause he feels that the Permanent Communi ty Council is going to be 

very important.  T he constitutional committee is whipping up the Constitut ion into 

finished frfrn and it will be pesented about next Thrusday. From what Joe tells me 

it is going to be farily detailed, even prescribing the < ffays for fegular meetings. 

Landward has been able to get the Empire Hotel furniture/fo r our bridal suite 

so that Helen can go ahedd with her interior decorating plan s. It will probibly be 

the best room in the camp-none of the others will even begin t o compare with it. 

^^Tcouple will fee going out to get married tomorrow, but the s ervices will be held 

in Camp #1.  *  ?hey don't ¿jet to go very far for a honeymoon^ We have deci ded to put 
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the Honeymoon cottage in the civic center block, ̂  fflrJiX ^O P C f c ^ > t 

^ ^ b u s service has been set up to go from camp to camp. It -wil l go from the 

administration bldg. here to the administration buildin g in camp #1 every half hour. 

There will be two buses in service. Workers on official bu siness get free rides, but 

the others have to pay a 50 fare. It looks like I don*t get the c ar to go to camp 

#1 anymore, but willhave to take the bus on my home visits . 

Rev. Susu-Mago assisted me in a case brought to our attent ion by the Internal 

Security Dept. Earl says a guard was sent on the youth for t wo days but now with-

drawn as the wardens think he is harmless.(see case) 

INSERT: 

October 16, 1942 

MEMORANDUM TO: John Landward 
From: Charles Kikuchi 
Subject: Johnny Sakamoto 

The case was brought to our attention by the director of th e Internal Security 
Department.  T he Interior Security first received a report on the evening of October 
13, 1942, that the above-captioned subject was a "o/razy per son", and should be guarded 
against possible violence. A guard was arranged until such time as this person was 
believed to have quieted down. At the present time, the boy d oes not have a guard. 

The I nterior Seourity Department requested that we investigate t o determine the 
reliability of this complaint fand has turned the cas/e over to u s. 

The R verend R. S usu -Mago was consulted for the background of this case as he 
had frequant contact with the young man. Johnny is 24 year s old. A home visit by 
the case worker confirmed this and othfer statements made by the Reverend. Johnny 

lives with five other bachelors in 59-2-8. ^e stated that h is mother was dead and 
his father was in Japan as well as an older sister. e has mad e an attempt to transfer 
to the Wyoming project where his brother is a cook. 

Johnny stated that he was fromerly from Seattle where he att ended the elementry 
and high school. (Broadway)  T hen he worked for a time in the Japanese owned S ukiyaki 
Cafe on Pine Street near 9th St. Then he decided to make a lit tle trip to Los Angelos 
and he stated that he attended sohool(UCLA) for a few day s but quit/ "because I was not 
smart enough, and I only  had a  B. average in H.S. He says that his main interest is 
in mathamatics. At the outbreak of War^he was somehwere i n the vicinity of Guadeloupe. 
He was evacuated to T ulare, where Rev. usu-mago had his first contacts with hi m. 
Other details as to his former activities are not known si nce we have only made one 
home visit. 

Rev. S Us^.Mago stated that Johnny used to go  fob  his Sunday school, and he noticed 
that he was a little "queer". However, these actions were not intensified until he 
came to this center. % told the Reverend that his time to die wa s on Deo. 7, 1938. 
This may be a significant point.  T he other evening he pounded on usu-mago«s door 
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at 2:00 AM in the morning and he sat in the doorway and exclai med over and over agai n 
that he was going to die and he wanted the Reverend to take c are of his last will 
and testament which he had in his hands. Rev. S. states that J ohimy wavers between 
an extreme happy and then despondent state.(possible manic depressive) 

Rev. states that in the beginning, Johnny's mind was fu ll of sex when he came 
to the camp, but he is a "sort of religious fanatic and he ta lks about  G od all of the 
time. This may be related to R v's influence as he states th at he used to have many 
discussions on religion with him until he found out that th ere was something wrong. 

From October 2 to October 12, Johnny thought that he was God. On the 10th he 
was defeated in a Shogi(Japanese chess) game and he had to rel inquish his instructor-
ship. He then went into an wxtremely depressive mood. At th at time he commenced to 
talk about girls quite a bit again. He had the habit of goi ng up to strange girls 
in church and asking for their names and addresses. During the meetings, he would 
stare in a blank manner at them. 

In his neighborhood there is a nather unattactive girl with distinct Negroid 
features.  s he lives in the same block and her first name is Midori, a ohnny stated 
that he pities her so much that he called on her to propose  marriage. After 10 
years, it was his plan to have several children so  that She  would be free to commit 
sucicide, and he would be free to marry another girl. Susu- mago stated that he approach-
ed his wife and asked her to teach him how to kiss as there wa s a girl dying in the 
hospital and he wanted to be her lober and bring her back to li fe* 

The Peverand has partly turned hij mind to serving the commu nity and he goes around 
finding out things to bring to the attention of the administr ation. 

Johnny is aware that there may be something "wrong with his m ind. In his diary 
for Ootober 10, he wrote?"I»i|i losing my memory." In the con versation with the case 
worker, he made frequent mention that he was not so smart a nd "gee, you remember every-
thing, don*t you? People think I am crazy." 

This morning there was a little trouble in the 61 messhall. I t seems that the 
assistant oBef ordered more food than was necessary for the  people of his block. He 
hoarded it up in the block manager*s office in anticipatio n of the coming food shortage— 
a rumor that has been going around the camp. The block manager was asked to resign 
by Mr. Fryer, according to the report, and Mr. Yamaguohi, the cook, was also asked to 
resign. The cook took this as a personal disgrace and he be came ill. ^e is one of 
the bachelors in Johnny 1 s  room. Upon finding out that his roomate was ill, Hohnny 
went over to mess 61 and in a loud voiae told the people ea ting there to tisit the 
sick cook as he was an innocent man. tte was on the way up to s ee the administration 
to protest, but we have not heard if he actually did see a m ember of the administrative 
staff. 

The case worker went to pay him a home visit this after noon. In order to approach 
him without getting him suspicious, the case worker explai ned that he was making a sur-
vey of the community welfare needs and that he wanted to discu ss the problems with 
random people. Johnny was very pleased that the was picked out to be consulted and 
he immediately began to list a whole string of things to be d one—such as getting after 
the chief steward for not having a can open in Mess 72. 

Johnny was in bed with his clothes on. ^e explained that he had a cold. Rev. 
Susumago stated that the young man get» up at all hours o f the night and lays around 
on the cold ground. He also insisted that the case worker see that the shogi and goh 
clubs combine so that the 72 rec. hall could be used for the boy scouts. Johnny 
appears to be a lonesome young man and he grasps  kt  the chance to talk to his new 
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"friend that God had sent to him." ^ inquired if case worker had any sisters, 
butthis question was not answered direotly but turned baok  to the subject of Shogi. 
Johnny stated that he was defeated from the number Iposition just this morning, which 
is^ntrary to the Reverends story. When asked if he would re sume play, he responded 
thathewas giving the game flp for good, because "I have too muo h wtiting to do." He 

showed the case ™ r k e r \ little book listing names «father and sister) that he had 
to write letters to right «way. It was dated Nov. 7. When tol d that this was October 
16, he pulled out a homemade oalender tad cheoked to make sure . 

Then he turned the conversation baok to how he could get som e girls to make 
the  c a l e n d e r s  so  that they could be place in the administration building and it would 

the eirIs something to do. The question of sex still appear s to be upper-
S S in his mind. He "tated^that God "will find a girl and send her to marry me. I 
Jrtll just wa i t . A little later he said. "X love Mary. She l ives ^ bloofc » • X have 
already aslred God to m k e her my wufe and I think that he may give her to me. 

Then he got a little moody and sttldenly he asked,"Can you us e a diary forcourt 
inen no & "t Hilrf somebodv"? The ease worker asked him if h e intended 

t i l f e ? £ £ V ^ t i S r i S r t it any more. X know the answer already. " 

Immediately he began a discourse on how the stars go around t he Horbh S t ar every 
twantvf our hours stating that the North Star was the cente r of the universe. C a s e 

wwker did not argue which brought the comment"Everybody is c rasy except you and me. 
They don't know all about the stars like we do. 

Tnhimv then attributed his superiour knowledge because he had frequent revelations 
from  G o ^ H e wanted"« experiment in mental telepathy with the case wo rker but call-
I T t ^ i when  t he  worker admitted that he did not believe in suoh things "in his 

9 d it off when the worker revelation right now. God told me that some-
heart." Suddenly, he said, I have a reveia î g tin» 
body who I did not know was coming to see me at 3:30 to do a x avor 

i 9 ,it?" "3:00 o'olook? 

•w  11 «re the nerson. Here is 60 cants; go buy 3 pints of ice ore am for 
"Well, you are theperson.««  d o t h i g f o r h i m s 0  the money was 

i ^ ' C i s s 1 : . : : ; ^ » s u s s « s » * . . . . . « - . -
turned to Johnny. 

J  a  + M , oase be brought to the attention of  the'  doc/tor and 
It is  reoomended  that this case be brcug  o o n d i t i o n  warrents it. His mind 

danger t Z l ^ Z T ^ l Z ^ g i " w m h i s present state of mind devoted 

largely to matters of this sort. 

Charles Kikuohi 
S0o. Wei. Dept. 

INSERT: 
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INSERT 

X 
WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 

GILA RIVER RELOCATION CENTER 
RIVERS, ARIZONA 

October 14, 1942 

MEMORANDUM TO: Mr, John Landward 

FROM: W* E* Williamson, Director 
Internal Security Department 

RE: Johnny Sakamoto 

This department received a report on the evening of 
October 13, 1942 that the above-captioned subject was a 
"crazy person", and should be guarded against possibl e 
-fcidlence. Accordingly, a gaastd was arranged until suo h 
time as this person is bleieved to have quieted down* 

No investigation to determine the reliability of 
this complaint was made by the Department of internal 
Security. I am referring this matter to you for what-
ever action you deem appropiate. 

W. E. WVlliamson 
Director of Internal Security 
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Rev. Susu-Mago is mighty anxious to damp the case on our la ps because he is getting 

to be a bother to him and also embarrassing, ^he boy 1 s  present religious fanaticism 

can be traced directly to his influence. The boy has clun g to him because he has no 

other friend and Susu-Mago is getting worried because Jo hnny is being attracted to his 

wife. It is such a pity that the boys mind is affected at suc h a young age. He 

is rational at times and then he becomes very irrational in an instant. He now bàeives 

that I am a friend sent to him from God and so I will probably s ee him often. I 

refused to give him my home address  fcecause  he may look me pp late at night and scare 

the heok out of the kids. Susu-Mago doesn f t want hia name mentioned to the boy, but 

he said that he would be willing to tell the doctors all abo ut him. The war and 

evacuation has definitely affected the boy's mind as he f requently mentions that Dec. 

7 will  te  the time for him to die. 

A more complex case is the one that Landward is handling. asked me what I 

thought could be done on it, but I oouldnît say anything fr om the brief détails on 

hand. Briefly, it is a martial triangle. Hatsurie 23 (Nisei)  is Raving an illicit 

affair with John 30.  J ack, the husband, 29 has found out and threatens to kill 

John. He is an Issei and terribly jealous. He has beaten hi s "ignorant wife" to 

make her reform, but Hatsuri wants to leave him for John. Two c hildren are involved. 

John and Hatsuri planned to have a child and force the husba nd to divorce so that 

they would  feet  married. The trouble arose over the husband accusing his wife of not 

taking care of the children. He says that she does not know t he proper Japanese 

customs and he is willing to forgive her and teach her the r ight Japanese ways. 

Hatauri has had enough of the Japanese method of teaohing her (beatings) and she 

has turned her affections to John, a Nisei. Landward does not know whether to 

ship John out, ship Hatsuri out or just tell John to lay of f hoping that relations 

will ;improve. I told him that the prime consideration shou ld be for the two ohildre n. 

It was an arranged marriage in this case. The relationships  apparently became ser-

ious after coming to camp. John and Jack were old frien ds in Gilroy previous to 

evacuation. 
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The dignity of the church got a kick in the pants today-*on ly religion was 

kept out of it. Mrs. Susu ̂ zo finally worte that letter, only she pointed out that 

the administration was making a terrible mistake by not put ting her into the Social 

Welfare department. Rev. Susu was given holy hell for the way he and Mrs. S. have 

been so selfishly conducting themselves. Landward was ver y blunt with him. I was 

sitting at the typewriter finishing up one of the needy clo thing cases for a family 

of 12 

so 1 heard everything and X shamelessly took notes on the wh ole thing. Land-* 

ward put all of the cards on the table and did not pull any punc hes and he had Rev. 

S. stuttering. The fellow took a terrible beating of his pri de. Landward asked him 

to bring his problems directly to the administration witho ut doing it behind backs 

or behind the doors of the church since a lot of his complain ts were personal matters. 

"It's too bad that you and Mrs. S. have resorted to thisme thod harmful to your 

position in the Center." Susu Mozo is used to having people l ook up to him as a 

Father Superior and his dignity was hurt. 

He said that the Christian ministers were not asking for pay and they were only 

working for the welfare of the people. Some of the minis ters were voluntarily paid 

by the congregation but he did not want to encourage this be cause this made them more 

obligated to the people. He stated that the Buddhist Reveren ds were the only ones 

to be asking for pay. S. should be at Topazj the Revere nds seem to hold the backing 

of the God fearing administration up there—right or wrong. 

Landward thought that this feeling of not receiving proper recognition was 

the reason for them making such a fuss. Susu Mozo answered t hat they only did it 

in order to get the proper facilities to best serve the peop le. It was pointed out 

that lumber is hard to get because of priorities and the ch urches now have built 

¿ood places of worship in the various recreation halls assig ned to them. Landward 

pointed out that the school was also struggling under hardsh ips. He said that the 

church building was not the most important thing; it was the services rendered to the 

people. 
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Because of Susu Mozo's dissatisfactions, Landward did not think that Susu / 

Mozo had any right to unjustly criticize the social workers o n his staff (meaning 

me?) He asked for cooperation and as far as getting a separat e building for each 

denomination, that was out of the question at the present  time. 

Landward pointed out the instances in which Susu 

zo and his wife were 

agitating for things for themselves—like the housing co mplaint. He could not see 

his way clear to place Mrs» Susu ̂ jzo in his department at t he present time, "to 

be blunt, ̂ rs. Susu Mozo mixes up her religious concepts wit h her work necessary and 

she needs to achieve a more objective social approaoh. I'm s orry if I hurt your 

pride. And though you may be prejudiced towards me afterwa rds, you at least know 

where I stand. Your wife as a Caucasisn evacuee is doing thi ngs to hurt your role 

in the community." 

Susu Mozo apologized for his wife and he said that it was on ly her great 

desire to help the people that she did wtite certain letter s. She wrote the letter 

about ̂ rs. Smith because many people complained that she did not know anything, but 

it was not done with any purpose out. 

The question of her starting a rival Social Welfare Dep't in her husband's 

office was also discussed. Landward felt that it was not nece ssary to have an official 

and unofficial dep't at the same time, 

Susu Mozo then said that a lot of people came to him with part ly religious and 

partly social problems. "I have a private room and aot as co unsellor but I wish 

to cooperate with your office. Mr. Landward, I want to stiok with religious prob-

lems. That takes up most of my time." 

Landward then asked, "Have you unintentionally been direc ting people avay 

from us because you felt that the administration was backin g you?" Susu Mozo said 

he was sorry if this happened. "I feel that religious pro blems are separate and I 

don't need to report on them. 
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Landward: "But by your own admission, you are delving ihto s ooial welfare 

problems and we have had no control over it, not that X care,  but I do want to iron 

this thing out." 

Susu Mo20* "Even in the outside society, religion has a lo t to do with social 

adjustments. That*s the way I h ave been trained, We take social and psychological 

problems along with the religious ones«" 

Landward: "If you are taking care of problems, that is okay with me, but 

we don't want you to have the wrong attitude about it«" 

Susu ̂ ozo! HWell, we will give you the social problems, but i f it has any 

religious connections, we try to help them out," 

Landward: "Well, then, we are understood, aren't we? Thi s matter was brought 

to my attention by others (Mioma). Because of your difficu lties in the beginning, 

especially your wife, we waited to be frank and clear everyt hing up so that we all 

could do the best possible work," 

Susu Mozo then explained that his wife wrote certain letter s for others and 

shw was willing to take the blame. Landward then told him the reasons why Smith 

resigned—because he could not fulfill certain promises due to difficulties with the 

W.R.A, and the Army and yet remain honorable. 

Susu Mozo: "Well, maybe we misjudged him, but he did not sp eak in the right 

way. We are impressed more by Mr. Fryer—we know that he sym pathizes with us. I 

am sorry if we were unfair about Mr. and Mrs. Smith." 

Landward then thanked him for the soap his wife sent in. Sus u Mozo said that 

he had church connections and he is willing to get us things fo r distribution. Land-

ward said that he did not care who gave out things as long as th ere was some control 

over it and he hoped that Susu Mozo would collaborate with h im. 

I missed my lunch because I was so curious as to what w as being said. 

Saturday, October 17, 1942 

NO LIGHTSi DAMN ITS 
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Last night after dinner, the lights suddenly went out and £ alf of the camp 

was plunged into darkness* I had planned to work something u p for the discussion and 

talk tonight on Juvenile Delinquency, but this ̂ as impos sible* It was a good thing 

that I had the paint brushes already cleaned and put away» 

Had to grope to the shower room in the dark and take a shower. I nstead of 

sitting around, we decided to go to the dance« 

When we got down there, Tire found that the 52 Reo Hall was al so in darkness* 

Half of the people in the camp were walking around it seems . The Stockton and Fresno 

people had no lights to find their baggage in the dust field . It was a pitiful sight 

They were fed in one  of,  the lighted mess halls and the trucks worked until almost 

midnight hauling the cots and mattresses to the apartment s. Somehow most of them 

managed to get hold of candles so that they could put the co ts together and mattresse 

on. The people in the neighborhood helped them out. They had to be guided to the 

latrines and then t^ken home again or else they would have b een lost. These people 

looked so wornout and tired. Most of these families had at le ast one member who was 

ill—which was the reason why they were sent here in the first place. 

We weren't able to help mucfc so that all of us—Emi, Alice, Ja ck, Tom and his 

sister and Dr* Kiyesu's son and daughter—started to walk ba ck home. We spotted a 

shower board by the women's latrine in some unknown block—i t was dark so Jack and 
it 

I picked/up. By the men's latrine, there was another one so we put them together 

and Emi and Alice took a corner. Tom and the rest went on up to the next block to 

make a haul of their own, but they did not have any luck. After wards, we sat out 

on the platform plotting on how to give the guards at the h sopital a bad time, but 

they were already having troubles of their own. A mob of p eople appeared on the 

scene to get what they could, but there isn't much material left/, around the hospiti 

so they just loitered around. A bunoh went up by the camoufla ging project and some 

of the people managed to get a few pieces of lumber« This is stealing, yes, but I 

just can't blame them* I think that the administration under stands also as they 
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don't do anything once the lumber is in the home. If the people are going to be 

here for the duration, they need more than a bare voom with o nly cots and personal 

baggage. 

I painted the closets, chairs and dressing and makeup table yesterday and 

gave them the final coat this morning. The place is begin ning to look more like a 

home. Jack has almost completed a professional looking "exe cutive desk" for me and 

I will paint it soon.. He is going to use the shower boards to make our front porch 

larger. 

The girls and mom are figuring out how they can make curtains for the windows 

with the material that we have on hand. Alice and Miyokowent down to the canal 

yesterday to see if they could find any trees, but they di d not have any luck. Bette 

got a cold yesterday and she is still in bed. She and Emi ar e now learning how to 

knit so that they can make socks and sweaters. 

Mr. Henderson dropped over this morning to ask about Pop.  He got a telegram 

from Bob offering any possible assistance. After Emi and Al ice came back from church 

I had Alice write Dr. Thomas a letter. We have been pretty bu sy around the house 

and everything is in confusion yet. Bette wrote a letter to Po p this morning. The 

family triefs not to discuss Pop too much because we all fe el that he will get well 

soon and we want to get the place all fixed up before he come s. 

Emiko is a little peeved at Alice because "she thinks that she is a guest of 

honor around here." After aBout a week t  Alice will probably get acclimated and 

pitch in to do her share. It hasn»t been too warm this month; it was only 100 once 

this month so far. 

Yesterday morning, I saw Kiugy K 0wahona and she said that her family has 
;; -0 

now made up. They had a couple of minor tiffs since the big blo w-off but the mother 

has decided to stay with the family. Mr. K. is going to work as an irrigator on the 

farms and he doesn't object if Mrs. K. also gets a job. This will be good for both 
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of them as idleness in that small apartment will make them g et on each other*s nerves* 

Miyoko had quite a scare yesterday« It was announced that al l stray dogs would 

be picked up for disposal because of the danger of rabies and Miyoko thought that she 

was going to lose her dog« She was figuring /out all sorts of  ways to hid him. But 

they won't take the dogs that have owners so she does not have  to worry about it« 

But if that dog continues to chew up the shoes and socks, it is going to get a round 

smack« Miyoko objects to our putting it outside in a dog ho use because "it is too 

cold" but this will have to be done. She likes the dog so m uch that she saves half 

of her meal for it—another problem. 

Sectionalism again manifests itself between the two camp s« Canal Camp think 8 0 

that they are being/neglected in the paper that one of the Te mporary Cbuncil members 
A 

from that camp wrote Ken saying that he had appointed an edito r from that camp so 

that they would be fairly represented in the news« Ken was b urnt up and he had 

one of the girls figure out the space given to each camp and h e found out that they 

proportionately had equal representation in coverage of n ews. The Issei are much 

stronger in Camp 1 and they are the ones behind this agitatio n« Most of the "crimes" 

seem to come from that camp« The Issei were strong at Turloc k and most of that center 

is in Camp 1« Besides them, the rest of the camp is comp osed of the free zone people« 

They tried to kick a little more because they have not had t he Assembly Center ex-

perience behind them and they are not adjusted to thi® sort of life as much as those 

that were in the W«C«C«A« centers. 

There has been great difficulty in recruiting farm labor an d one of the 

reasons may be traced directly to Min Okada. He is one of the un it farm managers 

and he has been kicking a lot af fuss "in defense of the evac uees* rights«" He 

protests against the low wages and has many of the workers complaining that they are 

being mistreated. I don t know what his motives are yet. H e is supposed to be one 

of the wealthiest Nisei. Hi s father found oil on his land in Central California 

and Min himself married a small time Nisei heiress. He was working for Standard Oil 
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, as some sort of salesman and is reported to have made about $ 300 amonth before 

evacuation» He is an agressive person and is the only unit foreman to rate a shack 

•  for himself as a field office« He can leave here anytime if he desired, but he is 

sticking around to help out the "evacuee cause." 

A group of Pasadena churches are already making plans to buy JSnas presents 

(about 250 each} for all of the evacuees who formerly lived in Pasadena. The 

plans are being made by Rev* Kawai on this end and a list of al l Pasadena persons 

is being sent to this church group» The Xmas dinners for Gil a are already being 

ordered. Harding made a statement in the paper discrediti ng the rumors about the 

food shatages in this camp. 

The other day, the University of Arizona president made a statement over the 

radio that Gila ?'Japs" were their enemies. Ken wrote an ed itorial on this captioned 

"President, Helll" and he is waiting to see if this will cau se a clamp down on 

censorship. He was not able to run the story about those gam blers that were arrest-

ed. Ken is the only one of the staff who puts up a fight agai nst unfair state-

ments and he is well aware of the general picture of things. Th e rest of his staff 

are young kids and they accept almost everything and take i t for granted. 

Being a social worker around here means that one gets plenty of walking exer-

cise. They have called in most of the cars so that I have to walk  now. Yesterday 

morning, I was only able to make about three calls; the house s were from one end of 

the camp to another. The most pitiful case involved the Ma sajiro Sakamoto family. 

This family is absolutely destitute and I had to see what I co uld do for it in the 

way of clothing, soap and medicinal oare. (see attached r eport.) 

A new clothing canteen will be opened up soon if they can ge t the 51 R ec Hall 

Out of the 23 available Rec H a li s , 13 are being used for other purposes because of the 

lack of buildings —canteen, clothing center—nursery, hos pital—library, sbhools, en*-

ployment office, Buddhist church and Christian churches . The R eo Dep*t is not doing 

much here except for a few sports and dance classes. The ki ds don't have place to 
release their normal energies. 
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LETTER TO THE EDITOR 

Dear Eds 

The gardens and fish ponds adorning the barracks have been an aid toward the 

beautifications of the various blocks. 

The fishes in captive are, no^ doubt, enjoying their new hom e to the fullest 

but I have also seen the tragic sight of turtles, helpless and  in agony, within the 

small bounds of a crate. I've seen the children "play" with t hem, etc. The poor 

creatures are not enjoying their treatment and are truly suffering. I've seen a 

number of these captives and every time I have an urge to rel rease them and if I 

continue to see them with strings attached to them or prison ed in crates,  1  swear 

I'll carry out my threat and let them go when and how they oho ««*. 

Isn't it bad enought that USE are cooped within certain lim its without pri-

soning a helpless turtle? 



Charles Kikuchi Page 946 
Mgnday, October 19, 1942 

I worked all afternoon yesterday on "Juvenile Delinquency " for the Fellowship 

group and then the lights went out and the storm broke  loose I  I even had Miyoko and 

T9111 sit at the end of the Rec Hall to hear me recite. 

A*ter dinner, a strong wind started to blow the dust up« The ai r was thick wtth 

it« Then lightning and thunder started and the sky became  black« About 7:00 o'oloWk 

it suddenly began to rain and then the hail came« In about half an hour, all of the 

fields were flooded. There is a little ditch which cuts acr oss the corner of our 

house« We had some lumber on it« There was so much water that i t washed away« The 

whole camp was plunged into darkness so that there was noth ing we could do except 

to watch the lightning flashes« It was a novelty for the rest o f the family so they 

got pretty eioited«  Mom thought that we were going to be flooded out« 

The storm (cloudburst) was not so pleasant for the 500 Sant a Anitans« They 

started to arrive in the heat of the day, but there were only  three buses running 

from Casa Grande and the people thought that we were havin g a heat spell and they 

complained about the heat« 

The housing girls as usual^ botched things up« ^oris even y elled at them« 

They took extra long to register them« They were still coming in when the storm 

broke. The baggage had all been dumped in the empty lot by R ec 29 and in a few 

moments it was soaked. The people groped in the darkness to r escue what they could 

but it was utter confusion« Some of the labels were mar ked in ink so that they 

were washed off« On top of that, the people had a terrible t ime finding their rooms« 

One girl fell in an open ditch and she got all muddy. For some  unknown reason, all 

the water lines were turned off so that the people could not w ash up. In the dark-

ness, men were going into the women's latrines and vice ver sa. It was too dark 

to read the sign, and when you gotta go, you gotta gol 

One old Issei woman kept saying, "I knew they wanted to kill u s off." It 

'p^tty miserable for them to crawl into damp mattresses an d blankets. N 0 
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lights at allI 

It's quite a contrast from the heat and the dust which we fi rst encountered. 

The weather conditions for all of the people coming in was  bad, but yesterday was the 

worst. The moraleof this group is probably very low now, but i t will pick up. 

Already in that new section of the camp, I saw the same busy s cene of building re-

peated. Only these people are going to have one hell of a time g etting any lumber 

at all. There simply isn't any around. 

The ambitious are already after jobs. Early this morning, a member oame 

around to see if they could get jobs by "pull." Harry evid ently must have written 

to his friends at S anta AMta because about eight men came around to see Harr y about 

a block manager's job. A lot of them will be disappointed b ecause the majority of 

jobs are now taken except for the farm, camouflage net proje ct, and the mess halls 

in those blocks. H. S. was one of the fellows after a block mana ger's job. He 

and several others said: "The people that got here first g ot all the good jobs 

and we won't get anything." I am afraid that there is going t o be quite a resent-

ment over the jobs in thix camp. What they should do is to f ire everyone and then 

start all over again when the camp is filled up so that every one will have an equal 

chance. Otherwise, sectionalism is bound to develop. 

The conflict within the H 0using Department is starting again. Taki Osakura is 

in charge of the whole department, but he doesn't know the exact situation yet. Doris 

raised a big stink when she found out that she had to take ord ers from him. Taki 

asked us to continue with the housing adjustments for a few m ore days since we are 

acquainted with all of the individual problems. D 0ris has gone ahead and assigned 

some of the empty barracks which was reserved for the peopl e here already so that 

things were in a mess this morning. Butch went down to get a c opy of their assign-

ments so that we could avoid any conflicts. Doris refused t o give these to him and 

then she sends the Santa Anita people up to us for housing adj ustments. We don't 
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even know who are in the various apartments in those new blocks so that we decided 

not to make any changes until we could get a chart of the blocks showing which 

apartments were  *  available. 

There is enough to keep us busy as we have to finish up on the p artition 

receommendations and also complete the changes that were already pending. This 

afternoon Helen and Butch went down to Mess 45 to help them with the induction, 

while I went over to camp #1 on some clothing cases. Most of th e urgent requests 

for clothes are in this camp (Canal) because the Turlock peop le are grouped there 

and they haven't received much free clothing from the govt,  and are in great need. 

I ran across one greedy family today. They got a $20 emerge ncy allowance for clothes. 

When I called the girl was wearing a new pair of shoes and when I asked her if she 

got the clothing, she said no. When I started to ask her whe re she got the new 

shoes, she developed a sudden inability to understand Engl ish, I found out from the 

office that this family had already made their purchases . The girl evidently figured 

that they could get extra clothing from another division in ttfe administration. 

Doris is also getting in bad with Dr. Sleath. Henderson ga ^e him the 

exclusive right to assign the rooms for the 73 and 74 blockd. " hen I saw him this 

afternoon in camp 1, he asked me why Doris had put people in there without his 

written okay. I professed ignorance of the whole thing. Sle ath is rarely over , 

here anyway and some of those sick people can't go chasing ov er there after a 

signature. 

But, we won't have much more of a genreal housing problem. Onl y 1700 will 

be sent from Santa Anita. This means that we won't have to ov ercrowd them and we will 

also have room to relieve the congestion in the other block s. The only thing is 

that the families have made iirpuovements and they are not w illing to move and do 

all that rebuilding. 500 were supposed to have come from Ca mp #1, but only about 

190 volunteered, and theyare really overcrowded over t here. 

The JACE are getting underway.  X hey have opened up a office near us to help 

in the absentee balloting.  T he cahpters that the organizations will represent here 

are Alameda, Contra Costa, Fresno, Lompoc, Parlier, Pasade na, San Gabriel, San luis 
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Obispo, anta Barbara, Ventura, Santa Maria, Yolp©Selano, and now the Los> Angled 

area, he group that came in yesterday and today were sifened up in the "Uptown St. 

n 
Mary's  Uhurch." 

Johnny Sakamoto raised hell in church yesterday, ^e got up in front/ of the 

congregation and started to yell that  s usu-Mago was the greatest man in the world 

and how thankful the residents^hould be to have him in ou r midst. He then went on 

to list all of his past sins and begged God's frogiveness. A t the end of all this 

he yelled: "Wow lets' all pay a tribute to  H ev.  s . and sing "For he's a Jolly good 

fellow." hey didn't sing so Johnny sat on a bench and sniqg it by himself at the 

top of his voice. 

He is also engaged in a little woifing around. At Tulare he got his red 

crosss certificate. He was the only boy in the class of abo ut 25. Now he goes 

all around paying social calls on the girls of this class. At f irst the girls 

were friendly but now they are getting worried because he as ks so many personal 

questionsnand stares at them* 

The California S^ate Personnel Board sends me a letter ask ing in what cities 

I would accept employment as a Jr. Interviewer in the Emp loyment System. I 

answered anywhere, but not much chance of getting out of here to go to Calif. 

Jack made a couple of chairs today. He is washing the work through so that 

he can leave here by the 25th. A fellow came over this evening t o see if he could 

travel with him as far as Iowa where he will began college.  A lice and E miko had to 

go all around camp today to look for orange orates. Jack is u sing them for panels of 

• A 

the closet doors. hey went to each mess hall, but only brought back two of them. 

Emiko worked hard todjgr cleaning house and ironing, but  A lioe took it easy. She is 

"still resting." Emiko reminded her that she was only a "hou se girl" servant six 

months ago so she should not put on airs. Emiko is like me—wh en she works, she wants 
» 

everyone else to work. 

Bette, Tom and Miyulfco went to school, ^hey can't decide o n whether to take 

lunches or came home for a hot meal. The H.S. is having only ha lf hour classes 
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October 13, 1942 

My dear Charles: 

I have been debating with myself whether 1 should write to yo u 

at all. I have an Idea that I do things that you find very annoying 

or you would have sent a postcard with your new address on  it. I 

remember you s  aid,  !, don t send money to me, you make me feel like a 

pauper, w even so X sent that last dollar because  A  knew your postage 

bill must be considerable for those last few Issues and sin ce the use 

was Impersonal I took the chance of having you overlook my act. 

I never come b ack to Tanforan after the day you saw me« It made 

me sick to see all the people herded in like  fcheep  and I wasn't able to 

do anything about it, why come? •'•here were others who gav e me word of 

you, Dr. Fisk, Dr. White, et. al« and I had your paper w hich to me 

seemed to exhibit an unusually high standard of excellen ce for any man's 

paper. I just dldn t want to core down and sense the grief and frus-

tration which permeated the whole place. This doesn*t mea n that any of 

you whether I knew you or not, have passed from e very day t hinking^ you 

are still there and 1 am here and we shall both have tostan d firmly in 

the faith that the RIGHT and PAIR things of the earth are no t gone fore-

eve r. 

It wouldn't have been of any value for me to counsel you no t to 

be bitter| you just have to be until you can find your way out of that 

frame of mind. You are intelligent, you know that continu ed rehash of 

the things that distress have a corroding effect upon the abilities of 

a person—i>r# Fisk would have teed the word soul instead o f abl/litles — 

until one's capacity for creative work is gone. What's t he use of 



Oharles Klkuohl 
October 19, 1942 INSERT 

saying 8something you already know? 

A little newss Dp# Barroely'a husband is gone. The draft to ok 

Frank Penton; the Treutlein*« have a baby« %©re in three pe rsonal 

items you have a eyole of existence« 

The college has about 1200 students and has not ohanged its f aoe 

as far as I can see« I am there once per week for some work th at I 

still carry on«•««««« 

Would you, in your new place, like to remember San Francisco ? if 

you would like to have the S fl n Francisco ^ews sent to you, I shall 

gladly provide a year 1« subscription for you if I know the address to 

give the publishers« At least you can  jot  a glimpse of what goes on here 

by having the paper« 

I hope that your period there will not be long, in the meantime 

I still would be glad to provide you with anything that you bel ieve will 

aid you at this time« 

*ost sincerely i 

BERTHA II« MONROE 

2421 ̂ arkin St«, S an Francisco t 
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because the equijJflpient and books are not here yet. ^hey don't even have Enough 

desks. Bette is slipping. She sits around polishing her nai ls all evening just 

like a princess. She used to be the most industrious girl in t he family. Guess 

she figures that Emi and  A lice can do more now that they are not working. 

Everyone wrote to Pop. We heard that he can move his right f oot a little 

now and turn over. He can't talk yet. hereis a caucasian man in the same room 

who has taken an interest in pop and he sends us cards. 

Tuesday, October 20, 1942 

Another group of Santa Anitans came in last night, They too had bad luck. 

The train had some sort of wreck and a lot of the baggage was sma shed. Mobody 

was hurt. ®ut the train was slowed up and the buses did no t start to come in from 

Casa Grande until after 7:00.  T he girls did not finish registering until 2:00 in 

the morning, ^he people must have been exhausted. 

The next group of Santa -'Siita people will not xsome in unti l the 26th, so 

we will start to make the adjustments of rooms immediately without waiting for 

the camp to be filled. In this way some of the load will be take n off and the people 

will more or Jess be settled satisfactorily by this. 

A'he first thing this morning, a lot of the new arrivals ca me in for adjust-

ments but we couldn't make nay since we do not know what apart ments are filled in 

the Santa Anita blocks. As soon as we get the records we ca n start in on these 

changes « 

We now have quite a group of urban people in our midst. The l ast group 

coming in will all be workers who have stayed beftind to cle an up the camp so our 

labor force should be greatly increased. Huso is saving some  of the better jobs 

for the more experienced people from Santa Anita. 

There are many changes to be made in housing but the general  problem is pretty 

well undeJB oontrol now. in the next week or so, we will have t o make a lot of minor 

we now will have available room for most oases, perhaps ev en individual rooms for the 

families of threes.  T he partitions will be put up anyway since we stillhave to 
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separate the couples« 

There are not too many new couples getting married« Sitsu m ay get married 

this week« She is the secty« for the Central Block Mgr.(Harr y) and she has been 

working with us right through« Helen went up to see Landwar d this afternoon to pick 

out the furniture for the Honeymoon cottage« ^he even want s to put in  drapers I 
\ 

We thought that the best plaoe for it would be in the 45 block j ust below the ̂ utte. 

•̂he scenery is nioe there and the sunsets wonderful« What  m0 re could a newly wed 

couple ask for? 

Midori Mosooka stopped me this morning to tell me that she had a lot off 

clothing which we may be able to use for the needy familie s« Midori is the head 

librarian now. '̂ here are a lot of girls around here that ar e really intelligent, 

'̂hey seem to be even more aware of what is going on both her e and on the outside than 

the Tanforan group, but I suppose it is because they offer  a sharper contrast to 

the other girls that don't stand out. Jack believes that th e girls here are cuter 

with better personalities than the "Tanforan group. E.  B . and A. naturally believe 

the opposite about the boys, but I wouldn't know. hey are no t all hicks around 

here  . 

Something tells me that there is going to be a big blow-off so on« It's in 

the air. Everyone seems to touchy these d/ays« It may be beca use of pop, and the 

other conditions. Jack wants to get off by Saturday and he is rushing his carpenter 

work« Bette and ̂ om are busy with school, ^mi and  J1 lioe are at odds now and then 

over the housework-only when Jack gets after them about ge tting things done so 

he can finish up. says that they should bemoee than willin g to do it since he 

doesn't care how the house looks. I get after them to help w ith the sandpapering 
if 

so that I can get the painting finished up. Mom works too hard. Maybe the»© is 
things will ease off a bit. 

a big wxplosion/«/ Emiko hasn't said much about work; the do ctor told her not to 

strain her back too much, ""lice still takes things easy alth ough she has been 

doing more about the house.  b he is probably going to stay on. I wish she would 

make up her mind. I would then feel more at ease about our per sonal housing situation. 

We have two rooms now and after Jack leaves, there will b e just 7 of us, until pop 
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comes • 

Jack built the extensions for the front porch this afternoo n with the floor-

boards we got from the showerooms last Saturday night. hey ma ke a nice porch to 

rest on. W e are on the shady side so that it is farily comfortable out  there these 

days  • 

Alice and Emiko went over to see if they could get some more pa int for me. 

T ' tn 

he guards watch as too closely.  A hey went directly to the paint can and one of the 

caucasian workers even helped ¿hem get it out. Sometimes ft pays to be a girl. That 

worker was the same one that chased us away yesterday. Our lum ber pile is almost 

used up now and Jack is through making the big things slthough he may build another 

closet in the next room. He has put some rafter boards up so th at we can pile the 

empty boxes on top of them. 

Tonight I gave my desk the first coat ofpaint. Mom, Tom, and B ette helped 

me to sand it down real good. 1 spent more tiifie on it since it is for my exclusive 

use. A n I have to get is a linoleum top for it. Probably wil l order it from 

Montg. Ward. It will be a cream colored desk and quite class y with drawers just 

like an office desk. 

The Tanforan  tftfmor  is petty well exploded.  B ob sent me a copy of his paper 

from  T opez and he notes that the final contingent left four day s after the ̂roup 

was frozen.  T he rumors went all over the WRA camp, even to Chicago, that T anforan 

was being prepared for 8,00 evacuees from Hawaii,  T ule, ̂ outh America, Panama, or 

pris/oners of war. Sort of miss the gang from Tanforan at tim es.  T hey were a 

grand bunch on the paper. 

Toshi is one of the most traveled Nisei  gttls  I have ever met. She seems 

to have been all over the country and Asia. She was born i n Detroit, worked at the 

New York Worlds' Fair, worked in L.A. worked at the Japanese o unsulate in Tokyo, 

lived a while in S. f. and traveled quite extensively over t he Pacific Coast. She 

says that she like  N ew York  c ity the best and she hates the thought of being stuok 

"Way out here in the wilderness. *t gives me the aufullest fe eling to thin^that 
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civilisation is so far away. I only get a l/ittle touch of it i n my job as a 

telephone operator.  T he rest of the time we are stranded out here miles from any 

decent sized city." Tashi spends her spare time at work rea ding Valtins "Out of 

the Night." Her husband is one of the teachers here. I rode back from camp 1 with 

her today after making a number  o<j£  calls on families for clothing allowance and 

relief cases. 

The boy scouts drum and bugle corps were driven all around  the camp tonight 

on a tractor-trailer.  1 hey were urging the Nisei to wtite for their absentee 

ballots.  T he JACL made the arrangements for this demonstration, ^hey are really 

pushing this absentee ballot. We all os us Already feel that  our vote should 

be safeguarded. 

I don't know what is ŵ bng with me these days. I feel siak and tired of writ-

ing and my mind just doesn't function.. I want to do more reading but I ju st can't 

catch up on time. And my neglect of correspondence is awful-I owe/ about 15 letters. 

Wednesday, October 21, 1942 

Had a very tough case to do today. A jealous husband nagged  his wife so 

much with false accusations that she almost stuck a knife th rough her neck last 

night in order to drain her "yellow blood" out and shame her husband.  s he is a 

submissive sort of person and the conflict finally came to t he boiling point. I 

had to talk with them for a couple of hours this afternoon. Now they have made up, 

They didn't resent it a bit that I was a spectator in their fa mily difficulties. 

They were wo grateful that the reconciliation was made that they wanted to make me 

a gift.  b he said that it was some sort of Japanese cuffcom to show app reciation but of 

course, I could not accept it.  T he conflict must be pretty severe when it has come 

to our attention(see attached report) Miura almost made a mess of this case, by 

threatening the husband to repent or else. 

He certainly is a funny duck.  H e waddles all over the place and he has a 

lot of people come in to visit him just to show them that he has his own office. 

Kawaii is a little disgusted with the whole thing. All he d oes is sit at the desk 
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October 21, 1942 

MEMORANDUM TO: JOHN LANDWARD 
FROM: 
Subject: 

Charles Kikuehi 
Tateoka Case. 63-5-B 

Family Number:» 10424 
Mitsuji 
chito 
Taye 
Hideko 

61 
49 
23 
18 

A daughter ̂ rs. Toshi Arata 
lives in the Arkansas Center 

This is a case of a serious family conflict in which the tw o parents 
are involved. It is brought to our attention by ir. Miura of the Insurance 
division. 

The parents have been having a lot of difficulty because of t he husband's 
jealousy. He is 12 years older than his wife.  T he man is highly suspicious of his 
wife and lately he has been accusing his wife of all sorts o f illicit relationships 
with other men.  T he wife denies such charges. Mitsuji has been unreasonable in 
his accusations and nothing would e limiate this belief fr om his mind. 

Mitsuji believes that he is going to die soon. He suspects his wife of 
hiding money from him. He has often accused her of accumulat ing this money by 
prostitution so that she could leave him. At night it is h is habit to lock the doors 
to keep her in. He will not let her go the latrine at night by h erslef. 

The present difficulty arose over the fact that he was convin ced that she 
was having an affair with one of the messhall workers in his block. Is she even 
goes near the messhall alone he accuses her. 

Last night they had a big scéne. Mitsuji accused the wife of pl otting with 
the messhall worker to poison him in order to get rid of hi m.  T he wife became very 
excited and denied such "lies".  s he grabbed some sort of instrument and attempted' 
to commit suicide.  T he children came in and took the knife waay, according to the 
report. Mitsuji previously had tried to get Mr. Miura to hir e a detective to trail 
his wife, but this morning he came in and said that he would not  need one. 

The case worker made a home visit and found out that the coupl e believed that 
the whole problem would-be solved if they could be moved ne ar to the hospital block, 

.̂ hey have reconciled. hey promised that they would make all attempts not to have 
any repetition of the scene. The husband appeared very worr ied about the whole thing 
and the wife cried copiously.  s he stated that she could not even take knitting 
lessons to make baby garments for her daughter's expecte d child.  T he husband stated 
that he would not be so extremely jealous and case worker was asked to be a witness 
that in the event of a separation, the wife was to have the ch ildren. 

Taye, the daughter, is working as a receptionist in the hos pital and Hideko 
is a messhall worker.  i he case worker went to the housing department and had the 
family assigned immediately to 74-10-A on the basis that this was an emergency welfare 
cawe, and the family will be moved tomorrow. 

when the case worker returned, the husband was still making his apologies, 
^hey offered to give the case worker some mony in an envelope "for cigarettes" but 
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it was explained that it was a function of our department t o serve the people 
in this community to the best of our ability without expect ing any gifts.  T he couple 
stated that they would consult the case worker in case furt her difficulties arose. 
The case is not closed since it will take time for them to be m ore tolerant of each 
other-—chiefly on the husbands part. Tjjg husband is so j ealous that he has a phobia 
about it, causing himself unnecessary mental anguish. 

It is our recommeddation that a note be sent to Dr. Sleath a s soon as possible 
advising him of the fact that we have made a room assignment  /in the 74 block on 
a social welfare basis, since he is supposed to give his offic ial sanction to all 
cases coming into the 73 and 74 blocks. 

It is also our recommendation that a memo be sent to Huso to determine 
if a job could be obtained for Hideko in her new block. It is her desire to get some 
efirt of hospital work doing office work. Perhaps this could  be arranged since this 
adjustment may have a bearing on the way the couple adjust th emselves, as the father 
objects to his daughter working in that particular messhall for no known reason. 
The daughter could not be located to be consulted on this m atter, but the mother 
states that Hideko is more desious of getting hospital work. 

Very truly yours, 

harles Kikuchi 
Social Welfare Department 

end of insert 

XL 

and take outside employment applications-5 or 6 per day at  the most. e doesn't 
like this a bit and he is thinking of going back into the War dens office. 

Landward works hard, but the duties are getting to be too much for him to 

handle by himself. I have taken overmost of the clothing a nd family con lict cases, 

but he still needs to delegate more of his work and try to supe rvise and organize the 

whole setup better. I want to get the welfare dept. organize d, but can't do much 

K 

under the present setup. Helen and utoh have to spend most of the time with the 

housing problems, but they will get this through shorQy, we h ope. 

We went over the whole situation with Taki this morning an d he agreed to 

centralize the mess a bit more so that the conflicts could be eliminated. Doris 

isn't such a Tarter now that the Santa %ita group are settled and the induction strain 

lifted. She always has cooperated with my recommendations , but she bucks the others— 

on general principles, I presame. 

Helen,  B u£h, and I will now handle only the sooi&l welfare and medic al cases. 

The medical oases will be referred directly to Dr. Sleath s o that the individual 
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persons won't have to be running all over the camp trying to locate him» Besides 

he is in camp 1 most of the tine anyway. 

W© are also compiling a list of the families of 2 and 3's as it may be possible 

that we will be able to give the families of 3*8 a separate apa rtment also. A 

total of 1433 people have come in since last Saturday, and th ere are only about 250 

more workers from Santa Anita to come in. Several of the San ta Anitans mentioned 

that this group will be composed of the rowdies. 

I had a sanple of the way the Santa  i Tiitans get things done. ^r. Kubota 

came in this morning very agitated that his baby had no food for two days and he was 

ready to crack some skulls with a two by four, ^e was yelling  and pounding away that 

he was going to kill somebody if his child became ill. "I'll show them thai they 

can*t push us around, ^he god dammed fools think that we are go ing to sit around 

and do nothing about it. ^e will get our bunch together and mar ch on the administration 

building. hat will get some action, etc, etcl " He was shaking with righteous 

anger. I could sympathizewith his feelings but I told him th at such demonstration 

were not necessary around here. 

I m 

"Like hell they aren t.  A hose whites bastards are all the same and we have 

to fight for everything we get, just like at Santa Anita." 

It seems that no diet kitchen was set up in that district to take care of 

thr formula meals for the incoming Santa Anitans. "hey were told when they left 

S.A. that vrery provision would be ready for them so that they sent their sterilised 

bottles by freight, ^he 29 messhall/ was supposed to be the station but there was 

nothing there. We went to several others of the messhalls, bu t they knew nothing 

about it.  B y this time, Kubota was shaking with anger. He felt that he  was being 

personally persecuted. 

finally I took him up to the hospital and before I could ex plain the situation 

to Miss Carlton, the head nurse, Kubota blew his top and ye lled all over the place. 

He scolded every one that was withingf range and we had a hard  time getting him 

oalmed down. Miss Carlton took immediate action and she sen t Nurse Yamamoto down 
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there to ppen up a baby diet kitchen rightaway. Hubota sudd enly £egan to apologize 

all over the place when he saw that it was not the fault of an yone that there was 

no place open down there \ 

The principal of the Adult Education night school left a noti ce for me 

asking whether I would be willing to lead a discussion clas s on minority problems, 

but I did not get a chance to see him today. I hardly think tha t I will have tie 

time to take this on as I am pretty busy now. ^his walking all o ver the camp on 

foot poops me out. I wouldn't have the time for it anyway . 

Tonight I went to one of th most stinking talent shows that I have ever seen* 

We couldn't last it out so came home before it was over, ^he M .C. used atroftious 

English. It started out with a very patriotic theme-the sing ing of the National 

Anthem, but it quickly degenerated from there« Some fell ow got up and for a half 

hour he tried to whip up the interest in the farm work. He spo ke Japanese and the 

Nisei got very impatient  nkear  the end—they nearly clapped hi'm down. There were 

< T 

several thousand people, out there in the open lot. he stage was a couple of 

trucks put together. 

^Johnny Sakemoto was allowed to appear on the program and the audience laughfed 

at him instead of with him. The fellow rudely pulled the curt ain. Johnny made 

a lafct attempt to win the favor of the crowd by singing some s ort of Japanese naval 

song but it fell flat. Most of the people were shocked that  he had the nerve to do 

such a thing. 

The talent was very poor and the prggram too drawn out^ ' ''hey sang a lot 

of Japanese songs and did a lot of Japanese dances. Everyt hing was interpreted in 
m I 

Japanese.  A he crowd seemed to like»t̂ , except for a lot of the young Nis ei. It 

bored us stiff. Fryer gave a pep talk about what he expecte d the people to accom-

plish and it went over pretty good, ^e is leaving here to go b ack to the S.F. office, 

but no announcement has been made yet as to who will be the n ext project director. 

Emi, Alice, and Bette and Elsie all remarked that the crow d was too Japaneseyso 

that I was not the only omr who reacted that way. 



Charles Kikuchi 
Thursday, October 15, 1942 

Page 957 

:NSERT : 

» October 22, 1942 

MEMORAKDTJM TO: JOHN LAMMARD 
FROM: Charles Kikuchi 
SUBJECT: Hayashi request for T7VRA refund. 

Mr. George Hayashi, Family #7555. Address 32-8*A 
Mr. Hayashi entered this project on October 20 under direc tions from the WRA represen-
tative. (See attached special travel permit.) He followed the directions close-
ly, but the WRA representative was not at the various statio ns to meet him so that 
he was compelled to pay his own fare to this center from Butt e, Montana. The Sheriff 
of the respective cities in which he stopped advised him to  pay for the fare with 
the understanding that the WRA would refun him. 

The following is his account of what happened: 

On Junell, Mr. Hayashi volunteered to go to the Sugar beet fi elds, withll 
men under his charge. He signed up with the American Crystal Sugar Comapany and 
thpy guaranteed him fare to the place of employment and re turn. ^e left from the 
Turlook Assembly center. 

Around the middle of August his teeth started to bother hi m and his health 
failed so that he desired to return to the relocation cent er. He had gone to the 
dentist for treatment but was told that all of his teeth woul d have to come out 
and since the expense for such service would be considerable , the dentist thought that 
it would be the best plan for Mr. Hayashi to get his teeth atte nded to in the relocation 
center. 

The American Crystal Sugar Company promised to get him a sp eical travel permit 
so Hayashi went into the neighboring town of Townsend to wai t for it. This was on 
August 11. Weeks went by and the permit did not arrive. Hay ashi sent various tele-
grams asking the USES representative of the WRA why he ha d been delayed. His crew 
were in town with him due to some difficulty about the contra ct for work. 

All of his crew were inexperienced workers and Hayashi claim ed that the 
employer paid them less than the prevailing wages.  T hey were getting only $3.50 
for thinning which was much below what had been promised. R oom and board cost $135 
per day and at that rate Hayashi stated that all of his wor kers were paying 35£ 
a day for the privilege of working. However, Hayashi stated that he did not want 
the boys to quit without further negotiations since "it w as for the good of the 
rest of the evacuees." The "Boss said th,$t he would give us  $5.00 nan  acre, which 
was still below the prevailing wage, but we accepted it on the condition that he 
would pay us 2.50 per acre for the second weeding. However , when the time came for 
this the boss said that he would only give us $1.00 an acre. "H ell, when a man 
breaks his promise, he is not being very patriotic, is he? W e wouldn't stand for 
his taking advantage of us so we left for Townsend." 

From A UgUst 11 to September 19, Hayashi waited for the travel permit, In 
the meantime they were paying >o their expenses and usin g up what little money they 

had. Hayashi had to even start digging into the #65 which he had brought with him. 
In the meantime, the townspeople started to get unpleasant,  ^hey attended the show V 
a lot, but one day there was a sign in the wdndow which said "N o Japs allowed in this? / 
theatre." The Sugar company told them not to leave town wit hout an army permit or / 
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The poor English used by all of the speakers was the most noti ceable things. 

They had a lot of Japanese talks and then they would give an english translation. 

There isn t much doing around here so that most of the peopl e attended this first 

talent show. We came home about 10:30.^ 

The camouflage net project for this camp has gotten under way now. The houses 

are not all completed so that only about 200 Nisei will be hired a-tlst. Eventually 

they hope to have about 1000 workers from the two camp, mos t of them Nisie girls. 

The cotton picking situation has been marked off as a nobl e experiment. There 

are still about 300 going out, but this work will be termina ted for them soon. The 

Arizona,Farm  B ureau Federation has investigated the whole thing, and t hey publically 

announced that the residents of this camp were not to blame, since we have a 

shortage of man power also. ^ 

> c m c u f  to  p . T k i r 

vThe Santa Anita group will be able to get employment in our two basic industries 

farming and camouflage netting. Next week the farm expects to ship some vegetables 

to the other relocation centers. They have only about 1/10 of the area under 

cultivation that they hoped to have had. 

The Constitutional committee met this afternoon to pass o n the general 

outline of the contents and a committee will be appointe d to write the whole 

constitution up into its final form. 

Thursday, October 22, 1942 

One of the dirtiesTdeals I ever heard of was the situatio n that George Hayashi 

got into. He was induced to go out to the sugar beets suppo sedly for patriotic 

motives, but the boss tried to  tâ jk]  advantage of them by forcing tham to take low 

wages. He actually lost money for the time worked. George loo ks like a tough 

Hawaiian, but he is a pretty smart fellow and he claims th at the only reason he did 

go tp the sugar beets was because he thought he could prove Idy alty. ^he other 

fellows laughed at him at 1st, but he soon gained their re speet and became the 

leader of the  group.  e would still be up there working if it were not for his 

teeth(see attached case report) 
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they would get into trouble. Hayashi sent another telegram , but the Helena 
USES office did not answer. he sugar man wanted Hayashi to tak e a job topping 
beets, but he told them that he was in no condition to work at that time. He 
told hm if the permit did not arrive soon he would come to Gi la without permission. 
Finally on the 18th the sheriff of the town came to him and to ld him that he would 
have to get out of town withing 24 hours or he would not be re sponsible for their 
safety as the townspeople were getting worked up over the " Japs" in their midst. 
He added that they could not even stay in the hotel. 

So Hayashi could do nothing but go to Lake Co, Montana and go t o work. B ut 
he could not do the work as his general health was very poor by this time. He 
stayed there until the end of September, but the WRA still d id not arrange for his 
permit. Finally in desperation, Hayashi started to hitchhi ke to Helens, to see the 
USES man. The bus would not sell him a ticket so he walked 40 miles to Missoula. 

here was an air base near Missoula and he decided to take a c ountry road 
around it as he did not want to be picked up as a suspicious ch aracter at that time. 
He got lost and he was pretty scared as he felt that the Sug ar Company would report 
him to the FBI. On the way to Helena he was picked up by a sugar representative who 
took him back to Missoula. Hayashi then was asked to go bac k to Lake country to work, 
but he refused saying that he wanted to get to Gila. F^p the n ext 10 ¿day, he stay-
ed in the Fort Missoula Detention station. (October 10) 

On October 17 Mr. Choate of the WRA arrived on the scene and he g ave Hayashi 
a speiial permit and a ticket to go to Butte. Three dollars was provided for meals. 
The sheriff was waiting for him at B utte and he was escorted to the U.P. Depfct. Th e 

WRA man who was supposed  to.  meet him there did not show up, so the sheriff advised 
him to purchase his own fare and continue on to Salt Lake. 

In Salt Lake, Ray Hill of the WRA, failed to meet him. There wa s no ticket 
left there for him so he again bought a ticket to Prescott, Ar izona. Nobody met him 
there. After reporting to the FBI offices he again bought  a ticket to continue on to 
Phoenix. The sheriff of Prescott assured him that he would b e refunded. In Phoenix 
he again went to the FBI office to inquire why the WRA had no t sent somebody to 
pick him up. Just then a truck from this project was on the way  back with a load 
of supplies so Hayashi was instructed to come to Gila on this t ruck. He was inducted 
on October 20. 

According to the special travel permit(attached) Mr. Cho ate had written that 
his fare would be taken care of by the WRA. Since Mr. Hayashi m ade no money while 
working in the sugar beets and since he has only seven dollars  left, out of the 
original $65 which he took with him, he feels that the WRA sho uld refund the money 
which he advanced for fare. In looking over the 'travel permit we feel that he is 
justified in asking for this money. Attached is an itemize d amount which he spent 
in coming to this Center. 

The original contract with the American Crystal sugar Bee t company provided 
that they would pay the fare back. Perhaps, the WRA office ca n get them to pay the 
money for the fare. In the event that the Sugar Comapany refus es to refund this 
amount, we still believe that the WRA should give Mr. Haya shi the $27.98 which he 
spent, since he came her under instructions from a WRA repr esentative. 

Mr. Hayaghi i s i n poor health at the present time. His teeth infection has 
spread to his general body system causing scales to form all over his legs. He was 
in bed when»the case worker called upon him this morning, He h as been referred to the 
hospital for possible confinement or treatment. 
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Mr. Hayashi is ail American oitizen about 36 years of age. He was born in 
Hawaii and followed the occupation of salesman until 1929 when he came to California. 
For several years he had his own farm near Forterville, Cali fornia but it failed due 
to the depression. From 1933 on, he was an itinerant farm l aborer, traveling all over 
the state. H e claims that he has been trying to save up money to purchas e another 
ranoh or else to by a ticket back to the Hawaiian Islands. He claims that his family 

in the Islands are very well off. 

In v i e o f the fact that Mr. Hayashi has had such an unfortuna te experience 
with the Sugar Beet Company, and with his efforts to get b ack to this center, we feel 
that everything possible should be done for the man. 

Very truly yours, 

Charles Kikuchi 
Social Welfare Worker 

INSERT : 

MINUTES 

I of 

BLOCK MANAGERS1 MEETING 

Date: October 21, 1942 
Time: 9:15 a. m. 
Place: Central Block Office, 42-3-D 
Absent: Mr. Sugano,  M r. S atomi, Mr. Miyamoto 

1. Chairman Harry Miyake opened meeting 
a. Introduction of new Block Managers 

31-Jack Kasais 32-Frank Kobataj 33-Harry Sumi 
34-S. Takeda; 36jEddie Ogura 

b. Use of English in meeting*although Japanese permissi ble 
2. Mr. Choit and Mr. Graham, Budget and  F inance Division 

a. Reference to July and -̂ ugust paychecks 
b. September payroll checks probably end of month 

3. Old business taken up 
a. Clothes line—a section for it being discussed 

b. Banks-banking institutions unable to have brandh here; attempt to 

get private 
c. Sugar rationing books—turn into Central Block Office 
d. Clothing for Block Onagers and  Assistants- stopping order came in but 

requisitions being taken _ ,, 
e. Street lights-problem of Community Council: some blo cks have an lights yet 

f. Telephone system—to be installed frery shortly 
g. Parolees—no report necessary except change of address } go to t . 

Landward, Administration Building Room 16 h. Partitions to separate families-new Block Managers che ck up and inform 

how many needed , 
i. Meal hours—can be regulated within/i blook 
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j. School children lunch—no action yet 
k. Welfare cases— 

(1) Report to  M r. Kikuchi or Secretary of Central ̂ lock Office 
(2) Confidential 

1. Padlocks for ironing rooms—hard to get 
4.  Jsd r. Williamson, I nternal Security Department 

a. Department a servioe organization 
b. Duties and power 
c •  Problems 

(1) Gambling 
(2) Intimidation 
(3) Lumber Stealing 

d. Cooperation of Block Managers asked in carrying out War dens* duties 
5.  M r. E. Nichols, Public Works Department in charge of ground s» 

a. General landscaping plans for camp. 
b. ^hat is being done 

6. Additional Business. 
a. Postal inspection—necessary because of discovery of eo ntrabnad in 

earlier packages 
b. Wooden cots—extras to be turned into Property Departm ent 
c. Tools-~Block Manager Office responsible. 
d. Cabbage plants—available at Warehous  B look 69 
e. Clothing facilities—location wanted in Blok 51 
f« Shipments—privately stored merchandise can be handled b y government 

if delivered to nearest government storage, 
g. Lost and Pound at Housing Departm§mt 
&» Mess hall tickets 
i# Meeting for new Block Managers tomorrow morning to discus s election and 

other matters 
j. Stoves—adequate gas supply necessary; materials for fl ooring here 
k. Blankets—report to property department if residents hav e only one 
1. Lumber—up to administration to work out distribution 
m. Trash;—will be picked up so must be lef.t near streets ; do not burn 

anything in here 
n. Recreation  H all—Block Managers have no power 
o. Policy of time by workers during illness to be found out. 
p. r̂oning room pads—no definite answer 
q. Mess Hall supplies—at warehouse opposite Blook 69 
r. distributions of information re; Sanitary Regulation s and Blook Clerks 

7. Meeting adjourned at 11:55 a. m. 

INSERT: 

MINUTES 

of 

BLOCK MANAGERS' MEETING 

Date: Oot. 21, 1942 
Time: 9:15 a. m. 
Place: Central ̂ lock Office, 42-3-D 
Absent: Mr.  s ugano, Mr. Satomi, Mr. Muyamoto 

Meeting was called to order by hairman Harry Miyake. He intr oduced the 
following new Block Managers: Block 31,  J aok Kasai: Bi 0*k 32;  F rank Kobata; 
Blodk 33, Harry S Umi;  B loèk 34,  s . Takeda; Block 36, Eddie Ogura. 0 ne of the new 
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One of the new  B look Managers asked if it were permissable to use Japanese a t meetings. 
Mr. Miyake replied that there  weee  no regulations as far as speaking Japanese was 
concerned but English language will be used at these meetin gs. However, if there 
are some thing that are not understood well,  they,  should be questioned and clarified. 

Messrs. ^holt and Graham from the  B udget and Finance Division were introduced. 
They stated that they wanted to speak to  B look Managers about issuing clothing scrijfc, 
but since Mr. Huso and others concerned were not present, t hey would come again to 
a future meetin when arrangements oan be made with them. N ever the less they announced 
that July and  A ugust pay checks were here and will be ready for distirb ution to 
Block Managers for residents withing their blocks at 4 p. m. "hey are asked to go 
to the Administration Bldg., Rm. #7, Mr. Lewter to pick th em up. !f the payers find 
any error in the amount they receive, they should take it al l up with their own time-
keeper. September payroll has not been sent to Los Angeles this week so all workers 
oan expect to be paid by the end of this month. In regard to c lothes for workers, 
it is in the hands of Fryer to decide. 

Mr. Miyake took up discussion of last week's business* 
1. lothes line. A memorandum was sent from  m r. He n( i er son to  M r. Brown asking for 
materials. 

reply was that a cckothes line section between ironing and laundry 
rooms were being discusses. 
2. Banks. Banking institutions feel that they cannot open a branch here as they cliigi 
that they have no men or equipment. Administration is tryin g to get some kind of 
system here, perhaps a private organization. 

3. Sugar rationing books. If residents stillhave them, they should be turned into 
the Central Block Office. 

4. Clothing for  B lock Managers and Assistants. It was taken 
up with V .  Henderson 

to go through, but in the meantime, stopping orders came in. H owever requisitions 
are still being turned in. 
5. Street lights. This matter has not been taken up as some b locks dbill haven't got 
any lights namely 32, no transformer, 33, 34, 36, light, bu t no fuse.  T he office 
to which it should be refeered is Mr. Brown, Engineer, A dministration Bldg. lock 
32 wnats at least an extension to the kitohen, other blo cks request some fuses for 
emergency. Street lights should be a problem of the Cimmun ity Council. As they are 
meeting rhis afternoon, it will be brought up. 

6. felephone system will be installed fcery shortly in 32, 29, 4 7, 56, and 59 blocks. 

f. Parolees.  F or the benefit of new  B look Managers who may have some parolees, those 
parolees should see  M r. Kikuohi as far as change of address is concerned. Accord ing 
to  m r. Yusa of the I ternal Security who was present, parolees do not have to make 
any report except change of address; they should go to Mr.  andward, Rm. 16, Adminis-
tration Building. 

8. Partitions to separate families. The new  B lock Managers should check up in their 
blocks immedia"EeTy as to how many partitions are needed to s eparate families of 2s 

and 3s in a room. here will be partitioning for ladies iest r ooms, so there need 
be no worry about materials for them. 
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9• Meal hours.  T o regulate such in your block should be taken up within your 
block* 

10« School children lunch. Although they are working hard on this matter, they can't 
get any action.  A t is one of the problems to be studied by the Community Counci l 
but by all means, he hopes to have some action on that soon. 

11. Welfare cases. If there are any, §lock Managers are ask ed to contact Mr. Kikuchi 
temporarily at 45 Mess or report to Secretary of this office . Such will be confidential. 

12. Pad-locks for ironing room, Internal Security had reque sted that those rooms be 
looked, but locks seem to be hard to get. 

Mr. Williamson of Internal Seouity was introduced. First ly, he suggested 
that it would be conveijLent and facilitate work of the Dep t. if streets were named 
or numbered. Iti lis the work of the Community Council and w ill be suggested to them. 
He stated that the Internal Security Dept. was 100$ a servic e organization and that 
they weren't spies, snoopers, or such. H e hopes to run a g ood police department and 
that the big problem now is the Personal, They are looking for only good men, "cream 
of the crop", enlistment of proper type of person. As to th e question of how much 
power or authority the police have, they have a lot of power. T hey are known as 
Dept. of Internal Security; they can arrest anyone who v ilates internal security(public 
health^ public welfare, morals, safety, and public conveni ence)  T hey have had problems 
with Indians and the construction worker in the past. 

Williamson stated that the problem of gambling should be di scussed open-
ly; that it is always a headache for the people and wardens, ^ hey feel that if a gaae 
was friendly and stake is small, such as penny ante" there ne ed no worry. Those 
that should be eliminated are: 1. If stake is large; 2. Prof essional gamblers; 3. 
Crooked cards, crooked dice; 4. If house gets a cut; 5. If c hildren or women present; 
6. Obscene language, lihd noise, where place of neighborho od is concerned. %thod 
that wardens take in these gambling cases is to take the ir names and give them warn-
ing and if they're caught again, lock them up. Intimidation is another serious crime, 
moral as well as legal offense. It should be stamped out i mmediately. e hopes that 
the community itself would discourage and make such pract ices impossible. Xt is some-
thing that Block Managers Should do. Lumber stealing is a v ery important social 
problem. Value of lumber taken is^ not important but the fact that "kids" learn to 
steal and think it smart is the problem. 

QUESTIONS asked of ̂ r. Williamson. 
Regarding area of the camp, there are 15,000 acres with si gns around for boundaries• 

There is an agreement with military police that residents h ave complete ruin of the camp 
during the day time. At night military police are allowed to come in and patrol the 
camp center (area  in which we live); they patrol the outside in the daytime. N o one 
should leave the camp at night except for ligitimate reaso ns. Penalty for leaving 
camp center at night is 3 to 5 years. Stricter measures ma y result if violation of 
rulings continue. One purpose of the MP's is to keep unatho rized people out of here 
and causing trouble. 

2. In case of emergency at night where you have to go to Ca mp #1, it was suggested 
that the party concerned to go to the warden's office and they will accompany you there. 

3. Mr. Yusa and  M r. Noda, assistants to ̂ "r. Williamson, were introduced.  T h ey may 
come to future meeting s to be of any service. 

Mr. E. Nichols is in charge of grounds of the Public Works De partment spoke in 
iegard to general landscaping plans for camp. His work c onsists for working with 
people of this community in improving the camp—removing ru bbish, trash, and landscape 
plannings. hey are planting lawns around the mess halls. 1 -as an example /of frhat 
planning and community spirit will do, 2- that everyone in t he area goes to his mess 
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hall 3 -trmes a day. His plans for the entire camp are indefin ite as it is necessary 
to take up one block at a time. He has a supply of grass seed s and flower deeds 
and if anyone desires them, the lock Managers should refe r them to him. ^here are 
alao 2 nurseries which have a supply of young plants and ar e raising flowers, shrubs, 
and such to be transplanted throughout the oampi Trees of 8 foot stock have been 
ordered and he hopes to get them for early spring planting,  ^ny individual may have 
his own idea of landscaping around his agartment section and he is at perfect 
liberty to go ahead with impcovements. r. icholi is locate d at Mr. Brown*s office, 
RIB. 14  at Administration ̂ ldg. His  2  sufe-offices are at camp and in last warehouse 
at end of the Camp. 

Questions 
1. As to getting supply of seeds for him, there is a restr iction in that he wants 
to have, name and address and how large a plot is planned. & lso he would like to 
see if the ground is spaded and worked out so that they have a chance to survive. 

2. Questions was asked what kind of trees had been ordered .  C h i n e s e  elm, ̂ ottonwood, 
^ussian olive, hina berry or Unmbrella. 

3. How far out from font of house edge of street can one plan t was asked. At least 
12 foot space. 

4. Is it possibleijfto borrow tools? On© can make request at last warehouse. 

Mr. Miyake stated that the Administration-staff has offer ed a little prize money 
for most beautiful garden so he suggested to ̂ look Managers  that they go back and en-
courage residents. 

Additional - Business 

1. Postal inspection. Reason for this inspection of package s was becasue a great many 
contrabands had been shipped in here by express. All fr eight Is being inspected too« 
It was suggested that Block Managers explain to people with iijgf their block why the 
inspection is necessary. 

2. ^ooden cots. Property Dept. has asked that they be turned in. 

3» Tools. înce  B lock Managers are in chargeof supply of tooks, it is very im portant 
that they kefep records and track of inhere they are loaned . £hey should report to 
the Property Dept. where they have losttrack. 

4. Cabbage plants: Mr. Roger, Director of Faifl has a quantit y of cabbage plants 
available to the Residents who call at warehouse Blook 69. 

5. Clothing facilities. A memorandum was received in £hat a c lothing store be open-
ed in lock 51. r. Miyake will get together with the lock Ma nager concerned. 

6. Shipment of trunk . All merchandise stored privately will  betaken care of by 
Federal government if individual will contact and deliver  such merchandise to the 
nearest government store.. 

7. Lost and ̂ ound is at the Housing Dept. 

8. t̂ is possible to have a mess hall ticketssuniform was a sked. *t was suggested 
that they need nott&ke mess situation too seriously since t here are still more 
people expected; probably the last group will come in by the 26th or 27th. 
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9.  T o discuss election and other matters, it would be helpful i f the new blooks 
have a meeting tomorrow morning at 9 a» m. locks concerned ar e 28, 29, 50, 31, 32, 
33, 34, 36, 74, 73. 

10. Stoves. hey are working hard to get wnough gas?supp ly and it is a matter of 
contract. It is hoped that it can be obtained Very shortl y, ^hey have materials 
for flooring, composition between linoleum and roofing. 

11. lankets. ®lock Managers whose residents have only one should report to 
Property Dept. at 42-1-B. 

1 
12. Lumber. here is a problem of getting them for new reside nts which has been 
taken up with M r #  H e n a e r s o n >  something for the Administration to wirk out 
and will have to be pushed. 

13. T ras h. Do not burn anything here. Trash will be picked up so they  must be 
left near the street, 20 feet ̂ away from the building. 

14. l̂ock managers have now power over the use of recreatio n hails. 

15. -̂ here was a general discussion receiving credit by wo rkers for time during 
illnesses. he exact policy of such will be found out. 

16.  A s to ironing room pads, there is no definite answer yet. 

17. Mess hall supplies are at the warehouse opposite 69. B lock managers have nothigg 
to do with mess halls but are responsible for well-being of the people and have to re-
quest supplies in their behalf. 

18. Information regarding Sanitary regulations and dutie s of lock Clerks were 
distributed. 

Meeting was adjourneduat 11:55 a. m. 

End of insert^--  v 

George said that the people up there were pretty narrow min ded and it was not safe to 

go into town alone. One of his crew did it and got mobbed. Th e USES were square shoot 

ers in its dealings, but the large sugar companies often d id not live up to its 

contract. "We work like hell ̂ tahelp the country, out, but t hose greedy bastards 

won't give us a chance even after we save their damned crops . ™hey try to scare us 

into taking low wages and then pose as our friends. Hell, the y are making plenty 

of dough this year without being so cheap about it. My boys we re in a tough spot 

because if we went on a strike for better conditi ns and wa ges, we would havq gotten 

the tar and feather. Some of the big companies are all righ , but they buy the crop 

from the little owners and it is these sons-of-bitches that t ry to make us work for 

nothing. The public should know about these things before condemraing us. At least 



"OTharles  Kikuohi Page 965 
October 16, 1942 

we did get credit for saving the sugar beet crop, but the ne xt time I work they 

are going to sign an iron clad contract. They still owe me $16 f or some work 

I did for them, but they won't pay up.  A nd they were not any too willing to pay 

my fare back. I was sick as hell, yet they wanted me to ss tay on and work!" 

Ken is planning to go out to Cincinnati and he wanted me to take  over the 

editorship of the paper because the rest of the group are so young. Jimmy also 

urged it on me and he came over this evening to see if I would change my mind. 

I told both of them that I had my work cut out for me in Social Wel fare and I was 

sticking with it. As I saw it, newspaper work is not my li ne while Social work 

is something that I may continue on with. It would count a s experience while the 

paper work would not count for muoh. I told Jimmy that I wou ld help him out. He 

is worried that it may turn into a high school sheet. The pla n is to groom him 

for the editor 1 s  job if I would not go into that work and then let him take ove r. Jimmy 

is a little fearful of the responsibility. I told him tha t he should stress American^ 

ism and the war effort and he said, "Those Issei may come af ter me then.  T he reporters 

on the paper now aren't too good because they are always want ing to play, sports and 

social activities." 

I promised myself that I was through with the newspaper wo rk after I left 

Tanforan. It's too easy of a work and one may lose ambiti on. And the gang on the 

paper is a lot different from the tanforan crowd. "Tkey are a lot of young girls, 

and it would be exceedingly difficult to have interesting bull sessions with them 

as most of them have little background for such things. JTq p aper workers came in 

from Santa A nita and they only got one girl from the Fresno Center. There j ust 

doesn't seem to be anyone else in this camp with newspaper ex perience. Ken wanted 

to sskfr the paper a daily but he has divided against that n ow. ^e pulled a sly 

trick on Canal camp in the last issue. They have been yell ing for more space so 

he put a big "C" or "B" before each artiole (Canal or Butte) to show them that jfhey 

were getting a lot of space in the paper. 

I spent half of the morning getting some /extra blankets. T he old fellow 
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caught a oold because he only had two blankets and the proper ty department refused to 

issue him more» The Block Manager of 56 is really interested in his residents and he 

brought the man up to me to see if I could do anything. I too k the man down to the 

property department but they refused to give more blankets . Finally,, I went to the 

next room and typed out a note from the Social W elfare Department and gave it to 

them. Joe Mayomoto came in then and he honored the request an d I worked out an under-

standing with him whereby his department would recognize o ur recommendations after 

this. 

The regular clothing allowance is supposed to be set up by the end of the 

month. Under the present plan, the workers get free clothin g "on loan" if the di-

vision head "Oks" it» The workers family will be entitled to a clothing allowance 

as soon as the machinery is set up. But a lot of them can't w ait and I have been 

handling these as emergency cases in order to get them an adva nce for.their immediate 

needs» So far, I have not come across any cheaters. Those th at apply really need 

the clothing, especially those from Turlock. 

The workers are pretty well taken care of. I was over to th eir warehouse this 

afternoon and Takeuchi told me that about 70% had already r eceived clothing» Not 

all workers are eligible--only those that wear out on the job. Takeuchi said that 

they have been having some trouble with those that get gree dy» They work a few days 

on the farm just to get clothing and then transfer to anothe r job and apply for more 

clothing. They are able to check up on theee cases because th e ID numbers are used» 

These workers are also entitled to the clothing allowance w hen the system is esta-

blished. The clothes they get on the jobs are theoretically l oaned to them and they 

are supposed to be turned in when they leave the job. The foll owing is a list of 

clothing that they have in store right now for the workers: 

Aprons 25 
Boots Rubber 83 prs. 
Boots Rubber, knee 1 pr. 
Breeches Wool 0»D. 9,996 
Boots Rubber Hip asst. size 30 prs» 
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Breeches Cotton  3>0 35 prs. 
Breeches Cotton O.D. 8 759 prs. 
Breeches Cotton Khaki 355 prs. 
Caps Skull size 7| 32 
Coats Cotton Khaki 8,189 
Coats Cotton 0»D. 6,976 
Coats Mackinaw wool 4,898 
Coats Wool O.D. 5,000 
Coats Cotton O.D. 4,830 
Drawers Cotton summer 3,738 
Drawers Cotton ankle length 4,000 
Hats Work denim brown  44 
Hats Field cotton 67 
Jerkins^ Felt O.D. 1,000 
Shoes « 25 prs. 
Socks Cotton unbleached 10,821 prs. 
Trousers Working denim 5,010 prs. 
Undershirts Cotton quarter sleeves 4,467 

So far I have handled few actual relief cases. A few of the sin gle old men have 

been refused and I usually try to get them a grant of money  besides clothing if they 

are unemployable. 

I am beginning to get varied types of cases so that I am still enjoying the ex-

perience. The only thing that gets me is this walking all aro und camp. I spoke to 

Landward today about further organization of the Social Wel fare department and he is 

going to have a staff meetingtomorrow afternoon. I am ih ho pes that he will leave a 

lot of the organization in our hands so that we can go ahead  and be more on our own 

and take the responsibility so that it will be more like a welfare department. I 

asked Landward to caution the whole staff about talking th ese cases over with other 

people since they are all supposed to beconfidential in na ture. Miura does a lot of 

talking and Helen seems to discuss the cases a lot. She ha s been trying to get Amy 

Moroka into the department, but Landward wants to give some S anta Anita person a 

chance so that they will be represented. Archie is going to transfer over as Mr. 

Henderson's secretary so that a new girl will be broken in . I met her this after-

noon and she claims to take 160 words of dictation per minut e. X have been typing 

most of my cases out because SCUehi has been so busy. 

A steel cot w as finally brought for Emiko due to her back alt hough she hasn't 
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been complaining about it lately« In fact, she is doing mos t of the work around the 

house right now. Alice and Miyoko stayed in bed today beca use they caught  n a cold 

last night while standing out in the open at the talent shop. E., B., and Tom went 

to the open air movies sponsored by Father Clement, but the s ound would not go on 

so that it will be shown again next Saturday evening. 

Jack has been busy finishing up the last minute building be fore he leaves» 

He put up one more closet in the other room. % w the problem will be to fit all the 

furniture in the room so that it won't look unbalanced« It wi ll all be arranged to-

morrow and I want to be around to battle for my little niche. As long as I get a 

good place for my desk, I wonffit mind. I gave it the final coat this evening. Tomorrow 

I will touch up the handles with varnish stain and it will all b e completed except 

for the top. It costs about $>3.00 to have the plywood or lin oleum shipped in so 

that I will hftve to get it some other way. Maybe I will be abl e to get Bob to pick 

it up. We will be pretty comfortable now with all the additi ons. 

Friday, October 23, 1942 

We put the furniture in place tonight and what a royal fig ht it was. I wanted 

my desk in a certain spot and Alice wanted the bureau where th e light wouldn't hit . 

it. Emiko, Bette, and Tom went to a show so that they did not take part in the 

decision—tintil later. Mom wanted to put all the girls in th e other room, but this 

wa s unanimously voted down as it would be inoonvenient for t hem to get their clothes. 

Alice said that she took a course in interior decorating on ce and she said that 

we would h ave to fix the room up in an unbalanced furniture style. ;I want ed to 

balance what we had and put the beds in the upper end of the r oom, leaving the 

lower portion free for a "parlor" and study room. 

We did a lot of experimenting but it would not come out. I pro posed that 

Alice move into the nex£ room with Tom, Emi, Bette, and me in here. Alice proposed 
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that I move into the next room leaving this room for the girl s since all the good 

furniture was in here« Jack just did the moving« He wanted to get through so that 

he could start packing since he is leaving for New Jersey in the morning« He wanted 

to get it settled sd that there would be mo arguments later. Finally,  A lice proposed 

that we "experiemnt" with her plan so we moved all the furn iture once more from the 

way Mom (I won her over) and I wanted it« After we got it all s et up, Alice decided 

that it looked fine and the whole thing was settled, I object ed, but since she got out 

of a sick bed, I couldn't force the issue although I did not l ike the arrangement« 

She said that it was the best way because the light from my d esk would bother no-

body at night« 
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Once the "experiment" w as established, there was no changing it. I protested 

again and again, but to no avail. 

When Emiko and Better-thought the whole plan was corny and u nbalanced. The 

battle started again. This time I suggested that we "expe riment." Since Bette, 

Emiko, Mom and I were agreed, Mom gave the signal to go back to the original plan. 

So about 10:30, we started moving things all around again. Al ice stayed in bed and 

she would not come in to view our work because she said that i t was too unbalanced and 

hideous to view. B ut we pronounced the "experiment" a total sucoess and that i s the 

way it stands now. As long as she is outvoted, she can't do muc h about it so I had 

better cultivate Bette and Emiko real good for the next week or else they may be won 

over to her side. I can understand the way she feels becau se I probably would not 

have felt so good if I had been voted down. Fortunately, our t astes in furniture 

arrangements, although may not be up to "good" standards, s eems along similar 

lines (the winning side) -and only minor adjustments had to be made. Alice may 

bring it up again tomorrow, but she will probably give in (mo re than I would have, 

I think.) 

This is how our front room is planned at present. (Some of t he furniture needs 

to be painted yet and I need a Masonite top for my desk.) QtUo - tvkvtc R & W 
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<W€ Tie liked this arrangement better because it balanced the be d up and it 1 eft 

the lower half of the room free from a bedroom resemblanc e«^^ 

om, Tom and Miyqko will be in the next room and P op later on« We still 

haven*t fixed up the furniture in there yet. But it won't  have so much new furni-

ture in it as ours, although it has considerable« The questio n next to be debated 

is the drawer space in the bureau« There are three drawers in this room for four of 

us and each wants a separate drawer  •  ̂ eniitively, we worked it out as follows: 

drawers for Emiko, Bette and me in here« Alice is to get two drawers in the other 

bureau in the next room and then she gets one tiny extra d rawer in the dressing set« 

Or Alice gets one drawer in the next room and two in the dress ing set« Emi and Bette 

get the other two and split the extra one in whatever room Al ice don't want one« 

It's really a complicated situation, but very important t o the girls with all their 

clothes« * will have plenty of extra room in my desk drawers a nd we plan to put in 

the 6 reams of paper plus other stuff« I still will have to fin d some place to put 

the magazines« The photo albums now occupy the space in the sm all bookcase that I 

had for the magazine», but I think I will be able to find s ome space if we plan it a 

little more^ This setting up the household is quite a compl icated business when 

everyone wants space« We are much more fortunate than a lot of families who are 

crowded 6-9 in one of these rooms« 

After this was all settled, for the time being anyway, Jack st arted to pack 

his stuff« At first, he only intended to take 150 pounds of lu ggage with him but 

it looks like he will have a lot more« He had to pack an extra grip« We took up 

a collection of $50.99 to give to Jack as a going away present« He won't have too 

muoh money so that he can well use it--in spite of his refusal, we put it where he 

could find it later« 

^^om stayed up until now drawing some sort of a plan of a back rest which he is 

going to make in his woodwork olass« He is going to make it for Pop so that he can 
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sit up in bed when he comes back» 

Alice has some sort of spring fever. It seems to have come fro m the San 

Joaquin Valley and she has been in bed for two days now. Miyok o has also been pretty 
sh 

sf&k. The doctor thinks that/has German measles and she ha d to be isolated in one 

corner of the room. We may even get quarantined  I  Mom went to the doctor today and 

they say she is getting along OKay. They gave her a 'shot in her leg and bandaged it 

up because it has been bothering her. The kids also have b een getting their teeth 

fixed. 

Blackie is getting to be a nuisance now a days and the dog hou se will have to 

be built soon for her. The only thing is that she is beginning to bark at nights. 

Qver great protests, we are going to try a system of having study hours in the 

evenings for a while so that the kids will get ,used to st udying regularly once more. 

fenatively, the hours are set from 7-9, although it may int erfere with some of the 

radio programs. My^emle^radio 4ms been properly disposed o f. I^got caught in a 

box that Tom and Jack were lifting and it crashed to the floo r. ̂ The tubes must have 

been broken and it also suffered other serious internal inj uries because it no longer 

f u n c t i o n s s t i l l have two more little radios. I was surpris ed to hear that KotOj 

TThe Japaaese butler in the play "freen Hornet^ is no longer a Japanese. He is now a 

faithful Filipino valet. It would not do to have any Japane se depicted as an 

honest and faithful person during these times of war. 

I am going on more and more cases these days and the walking I do is terrific. 

At the end of the day, my feet just burn and I am exhausted." ^miko says that I am 

getting more and more round-shouldered so I will have t o consciously correct my 

posturej/^he majority of the cases I am carrying are for emer gency clothes. Right 

now, we are still handling them as relief cases. There are a lot of mothers here 

with several children and they are in great need because the ir husbands are interned 

for the duration. They can't work on account of the young ch ildren. One of the 
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things I have noticed is that their apartments have little  home-made furniture since 

there is no man around to do it. One of these mothers told me  today that she is quite 

worried abouji bringing up her children because the father i s not around to discipline 

them. Efforts are being made to getmany of these interned h usbands back to their 

families. 

I go beyond good social work sometimes, because I stop and g ive a "pep" talk 

on Americanism to some of these casesrwho seem rather disc ouraged. A number of them 

have a "what the hell" attitude and they try to get everyth ing they can for nothing 

without working, but this is in the minority. I point out that the United States via 

the W.R.A. is greatly concerned about each individual per son and promises are rapidly 

being made to give them the best of care in the way of food an d health and other 

facilities. I can't say much about the mental provision si nce the government does not 

give out too many announcements that sound encouraging to th ese people. The cases 

that need it the worst afe most often the ones that are not re ached due to the lang-

uage barriers. 

One case I had in which the "typical" Japanese pride of bein g independent of 

public aid was the aged couple whom I visited this morning in Camp 1. The man is 

70 and the woman is about 65. They refused aid on the basis t hat they would be disf 

graoed and would never be able to hold their heads up. They said that they had some 

small savings that they were going to use up first. I point ed out that this system 

we have now is not really relief since we are all technicall y on relief as wards of 

the government. -J told them that it was their right to receive any advantages to 

which they were eligible. But they would have no part of relie f. "I will be forced 

to humble myself and disgrace my family name next month when I will be forced to 

aocept aid," he said. 

Most of the homes that I visit seem to be all alike. They mus t copy each jf 

other in making furniture. A. lot of the rooms are still unfu rnished since there is 
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no room for anything besides the beds* The Camp 1 people, howe ver, have a lot more 

cement work than our camp, ̂ here are many Oriental gardens f illed with the fish 

caught in the canals» During the recent rain, a lot of the f ish were washed out 

and the men have been &oing fishing with these nets in order to refill their ponds^^^ 

I saw about four pl_jaces (̂ n Camp 1 todaĵ that had cement w alks» Tfc e people there 

were able to make bargains with the workers to get sacks of cem ent» The worker 

(Caucasian) gained by it since the cement belonged to the contractor or to the Army» 

There are also a number of these cement Japanese towers in Camp 1» I don't 

know what they are supposed to signify, although they may have been put up to give 

the builders a tast of their former country» Perhaps it i s a symbol of es-cape for 

them» Most of these old people will never see Japan again un less there is a mass 

deportation. 

A lot of the people have transplanted trees to their yards» A  few have those 

large »actus plants» Some outhinking persons were (Juttin g down the cactus plants in-

discriminately so that a letter was sent to the Courier wit h the plea that the 

evacuees should leave the beauty of the desert untounched a nd in the same conditions 

after we leave this place. 

Other interesting things 1 saw in Camp 1 today were many art ob jects carved 

out of old pieces of trees» They are varnished up and made i nto innumerable artistic 

forms resembling snakes, animals and inanimate objects. Th e old men sit for hours 

cutting and carving. They are so full of patience. 

The young Hisei over there have built football, basketbal l, and volleyball 

fields. They mark out the dusty old ground and each night it is watered until it is 

now packed down into a hard surface. It is amazing what pe ople can do with nothing. 

We are ahead of Camp 1 in one respect--more things have bee n painted. The hospital 

here has been a very good source for paints» I don't think tha t I will have quite 

enought paint to finish up, but we will manage to get some mor e paint somehow» The 

girls and Mom are now making curtains out of the material we brought along. 
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The farm workers have finally gone out on a  strike I  It has been brewing for 

weeks. The farm workers have been dissatisfied with many th ings and it came to a head 

this morning when 200 of them walked out. They heard that a p hotographer was coming 

in so all of the boys quickly went back to work in order to a void any unpleasant pub-

licity. The apparent cause of the strike was the lack of tra nsportation. The/ 

farm workers have to go to work on their tractor drawn trailer s and they felt that 

they were getting a raw deal since other departments seeme d to have cars and trucks. 

However, the real cause of the strike was the resentment ag ainst the cotton pickers. 

The farmers felt that they were working just as hard as the c otton pickers and not 

making near as much. This problem has been solved up at Pos ton by giving those 

who live in the camp but work outside in private employment a flat wage of $19.00 

a month. The rest is put into an "Evacuee Trust Fund" and all w orkers will share 

evenly in it. A similar set-up may be set up here, unless cott on picking is stopped 

altogether. The farmworkers are extremely jealous of the c otton pickers here and 

they have been led into this strike without knowing what it  is all about £y a few 

of the hotheads who call them "suckers"' and "yellow Amer icans" w ho K ^  the  admin-

istration and that they are damn fools for working hard. Th ese few seem to forget 

that we are not working for salaries and it is the work itself that one gets inter-

ested in. If we get much of this sort of stuff, the whole res ettlement success will 

be endangered by those who do not realize that Relocation he re is only the second 

step in the whole resettlement plan. If they lose fight no w, there is not much 

hope for the future. The W.R.A. is thinking of the next step.  All along it has 
•̂yQ 

been encouraging the people to take outside employment.  It  is also setting % 

flilaiini in the Middle West in the effort to get the evacuee s jobs out there. There 

is a good chance that they will be able to get a lot to do genera l farm work with 

the increasing problem of an agricultural labor shortage. 
The farm workers here do not think of these things. They are only agitated 
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by their immediate needs» There is no denying that they are w orking under conditions 

of hardship but the physical facilities will be given to them  if it is at all possible» 

of the workers are not aware of the serious tire shortage on t he outside 

These are their demands: 

1» Additional trucks for transportion 

2» Shoes immediately—they are supposed to have them under t he work corps 
i 

set-up 

3. A two gallon drinking canteen in each field so that the work ers can drink 

fresh water» 

4» Raise from $16 to |19 per month 

5» Mackinaw« for each worker like some of the other departmen t workers are 

receiving. 

6. Work pants for all as promised. 

7. The cotton pickers to quit their jobs immediately and for t hem to come 

work on the farms that really need extra workers if the crop s are to be 

saved. 

Most of these demands will already be taken care of as plann ed and the workers 

appear to have been a little hasty in their decisions^ Th e administration staff held 

a meeting all morning to settle this whole thing without getting any 

adverse publicity. Fryer is going back to the San Francisco offices and his 

assistant there, a man named Cozens, will be the acting pr oject director, ̂ t will be 

interesting to see if it will be an Indian Service or a F.S.A. m an. Henderson is 

the man for the job, but politics often prevent the best men from getting in^ A 

new project director should be put in at once so that he w ould be able to take 

actions on such problems as in the farming situation. The w orkers are not striking 

because of disloyalty—they are reacting in a typical Ameri can way—a way that is 

not very popular with the general public at this time. 

^andward called us all together for a staff meeting. H© poin ted out that 
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all cases were confidential and that we should all guard against talking. Muira 

discusses all of the oases with his friends and I told Landwar d that the stuffms 

leaking out and that we could not give the community good serv ice if the public lost 

confidence in the department. I did not tell him about Miur a although Landward 

guessed where the leak was. Miura got excited and he swore up and down that he 

never told a person anything about the welfare cases. It wa s not aimed at him so 

he must have been having a guilty conscience. Helen and Bufcc h will come up soon 

and I asked Landward whether he could find space elsewhere . Landward was willing to 

move his whole department elsewhere so that it could be ce ntralized and with our 

present space it would be impossible to serve the people adeq uately. Miura objected 

greatly to moving. He doesn't want to give up his office in the administration build 

ing as he uses it for "prestige." But an adjustment in off ice space will have to be 

made if we are going to have a Social Welfare department for t he people. 

I also suggested that we keep definite oase records and Lan dward will see if 

he can get the form I presented mimeographed. We are going t o have one hell of a 

time getting a typewriter and office furniture, but we ha ve to have them as the 

girls now working for Landward and Miura are ov erworked. La ndwarn won't consider 

putting on any more social workers at the present time, alt hough I think that we 

need them. Our staff is too small to handle all of the problems . The people just 

are not coming in because it is so difficult to see Landward . H© is only there 

in the afternoons. However, Landward is very reasonable a nd he will make adjust-

ments as soon as he finds that he cannot possibly handle ever ything. He has already 

turned over mamy varied typoes of cases to me and I am now go ing to work on him to 

bring Butch and Helen up to help with the relief cases as o nly one of them is ne-

oessary down at the Housing Department to take care of welfa re adjustments. 

W also voted to give the people stenographic services if the r equest was 

reasonable. M any of these Issei need somebody to write letters for them. If Warren 
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is elected governor of California, the evacuees are in dang er of losing what 

property they now hold in California aiid somebody has t o write the letters for these 

property owners* 

The people in the Santa Anita blocks still do not have any lights so that they 

are compelled to go to bed early. It is working as a great hardship on the mothers 

who have to warm up milk.for their babies. Without electr icity, they just can't do 

it, 

The Assembly Center provincialism is still prevalent. I t is made conspicuous 

by these people that wear T shirts with Turlock, Tulare or  Santa Anita printed on 

them. It is some symbol of belonging to a group. I saw one black ed narked Tulare 

Blvd. and another Santa Anita Stretch. Some of the nameplate s on the doors also 

advertise the center from which they came, 

Bette says that a lot of elsie's friends are small minded and  Japanesy. One 

girl told her today not to talk to the Santa Anitans becaus e they were a bunoh of 

rowdies, and the Tulare girls that belong to Elsie's high sch ool clique look down 

on the Turlock girls as some lower form of life. Another gi rl told Befete that the 

Filipinos were the lowest type of people and "I know one gi rl who almost went across 

the street to play with a Filipino boy once." This made Bett e quite disgusted and 

she told the girls that she had many Filipino friends and that  they were just as hu-

man as anyone. Emiko chimed in also. She told them that this wa s America/! and as 

Americans they should be tolerant of all people in this co untry.  u ood for themf 

(Wowl 2 :00 a.m. so tired,  3T  must go.) 

Saturday, October 24, 1942 

^lackie is now the problem child. We put her outside in a tem porary doghouse, 

but Blackie does not like her new home. "W e must be firm and not give in when he 

whines," says Bette, but Emiko has a soft heart and she has be en going out almost 

every 5 minutes to quiet her down 
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I spent all evening getting the magazines arranged and the book shelf or-

ganized» There is still a lot of work to be done around t his place and we are not 

anywhere near settled, feet tortured me tonight; I have bee n on them all day« 

All afternoon, painted up some more of the unfinished furni ture and tomorrow I will 

give it the final coat. Then the bulk of the painting will be o ver 

\\JhJi I thought that I would run short of paint so I scoute d around for some» At 

the administration building, they are pinting the trimmi ngs of the interior woodwork 

so I took my gallon can down there» Some Nisei fellows are doing the painting, but 

they took the afternoon off. I went into the office and just o pened updne of the mixed 

cans of paint and filled my gallon can up. 

y A Caucasian foreman, of another department evidently, ch anced in just then. 

So I grabbed one of the clean brushes and started to paint th e woodwork in that 

office. "Working overtime, heh?" he questions. 

"Yes," I smile. 

"That's the good spirit. Y u are doing a good job on this bu ilding 

"Thank you," I gulp. 

" J 

The fellow walked out and as soon as he was out of sight, I walk ed out through 

the other door. Tom and I also went over to the hospital a l ittle later in the after-

noon. A couple of the Caucasian plumbers had dropped by earli er and they said that 

they would save us some nice pine boxes» When we got over th ere, alll of the workers 

were gone except the Indian watchman. I struck up a conver sation with him and used 

new tactics. I told him that it was a shame that everyone was s tealing things there 

and  then  went on to let him know that I needed a big piece of masonit e for my desk. 

The Indian took me around inside, but there were no loose pi eces in sight. H© said 

that he would save me a piece if he could when the rest of the linoleum is laid on 

the hall way. mess hall in the hospital is filled with all sor ts of modern 

conveniences, including three air fans. The interior is al most completed and they 

are now putting fixtures. No beds have been put inyet^The In dian guard gave us a 
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consolation prize of two long two by fours* Right after we lef t, we saw him chasing 

an old man away from the same pilelw Not so many people go aro und the hospital now so 

that they have cut down the guard. They all go to the camoufla ge lumber pile. 

^^ights have been installed in the ends of the rec halls and mess halls so 

that it is not so dark around our place now. 

Emiko was talking to four new Santa Anita girls and they sa id that the other 

Nisei seemd to avoid the Santa Anita group because they th ought that the whole bunch 

were rowdy. The girls said that they only wanted to be frien dly. 

Bette spent the whole evening writing a composition for one  of her classes 

on why cooperation is necessary in a relocation center. Here them was that education 

and work were the most important things and that everyone  had'  to work together if we 

were to have any sort of future in America. 

Miyoko and Aii oe are still sick. J ack left this morning. Tom was busy most 

of the day fixing up one of his movie projectors.^ 

This morning I went over to 'Camp 1 to finish up about èight cl othing oases. 

I took the bus over as usual and it mas jammed as never before. There must have 

been twenty five people in the back of that small Army tru ck. Not many of the 

passengers talked much. A little boy chattered continuous ly. When we passed one 

of the unit farm fields, he pointed out and said: "The Japane se work there." 

His little companion then raised the question that "Y6u are a Ja panese too."' 

Little boy* "I am.not. I am an American."' 

His friend: "N 0, you are a Nisei." 

The Issei laughed at this and then for the rest of the wa y they sat with 

stoic expressionless faces. Even the further remark of the little boy:"Look at the 

dead cow with the buzzard eating on it" did not cause them to ch ange expression. 

Once over in Camp 1, I explored the school over there. It is's imilar to 

the one in Butte. All of the classrooms are in barracks. The Carpenters have made 
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desks for many of the classrooms, but no seats yet» The ch ildren sit on planks set 

on empty nail barrels. Bette says that most of the classes h ave over 60 pupils in a 

class and those at the back can't even squeeze into one of the small barracks. School 

under these conditions will be a difficult adjustment for t he students. There is a 

danger that the pupils will lose interest entirely. Bett e and Tom are thoroughly 

disgusted. "It's nothinglike the Vallejo High School." B ut Bette is already making 

her adjustments and doing her homework very faithfully . 

continued on to watch a football game for a while. The leagu e is now getti ng 

underway. The teams call themselves some name, usually of a university in the 

southern part of the state. At the upper end of the field, the championship soft-

ball game was in progress and there was quite a crowd of spe ctators. The Issei were 

more interested in the baseball game than the football ga me. A lot of the fellows in 

Camp 1 wear "Trojan" sweaters so they must be from Los Ange les. Another type of T 

shirt that I didn't notice much previously are the manyArmy T shirts stating the 

training base, like Camp Crowder, etc 

Talked to a very interesting young Issei woman (R.W.) this morning. She 

is about 32 and has two young children. Just before evacuati on she separated from 

her husband, who is now in the Fresno Center. She told me that he was too narrow 

minded and jealous of here. This seems to be the common comp laint against many of 

the Issei husbands. They are very possessive over their w ives, even though many 

were married under a picture bride arrangement. These olde r Issei will retain this 

idea of absolute male domination to the end. R.W. is surpri singly Americanized. She 

even has an American flag on her door. "After the war, I a m going back to Fresno 

to operate the store which I have a half"interest in. They w ant me to sell out, 

especially some of my Issei friends, because they think that we are all going to 

be deported. But I think not."' Mrs. R.W. plans to support h er children with the 

income from the store and perhaps even be able to send them to college. "I came 

Here when I tas 13 years old and have Nisei ideas now. My chil dren are definitely 

4 
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going to stay in America® I didn't like Japan when I was there  and it holds no 

fond memories for me® We were so poor that I had to work on the farm when I was 

only 8 years old. Life in Fresno is heaven compared to Osaka an d my children will 

be much better off by being good Amer icansMrs« R, W, is a Fr esno State graduate 

Here she is a waitress in the mess halls» 

Of the Issei, she says: "I can't understand whpy "W^fool the ir children 

about Japan being so good, ^he Nisei wouldn't have a chanc e there unless they had 

lots of money and many contacts« Even before the war, my sis ter used to write and 

tell me how sorry she was for the Nisei in Japan» They were tr eated almost as badly 

as Negros are here# I'll just take my chance here*" 

Right after that, I t alk ad to a Nisei girl who was hitter. < 4 H o , aren't 

you Charles Kikuchi," a voice hails me at the administration building. I saw a smiling 

girl by the door but did not recognize her at first* It was Ros ie Imanura who left 

Tanforan just a few weeks before I did to come here with he r brother who is a 

pharma cist, ^ f ] 

After we got to talking\ Rooio told me what she thought of thi s place and her 

face got sadder and sadeter, "I hate it here; the people are so Japanesy and hickish, 

^¡i will always regret that I did not go to Utah instead with  all my friends from San 

Francisco^ Remember how Americanized they were at T &nforan? All of the talent 

shows were in English and they did not have a lot of those Jap anese dances« Here 

they announce in Japanese and those old Bon Odoris and other J apanese dances make 

me sick« N Q wonder they evacuated usi ^never go to the talent show s anymore« 

Might as well stay home and read a good book^ I stay away from th e Japanese as 

much as possible here and I try to associate or mingle wit h more of the Caucasians 

around the project especially those in the administration building« It's no use 

in knowing these Japanese« I feel sick at the stomach at the way some of ¿hem talk 

against America.  T hey just don't know how lucky they are," 

It just occured to me while she was pouring out her feeling s that I felt the 
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same way at Tanforan, not so much here and a lot of the abuse directed at the Issei 

was really a personal frustration which needed some sort of an outlet« Rosie de-

finitely has not adjusted herself in the least to the new life here. She is with-

drawing into a shell« To her/, she is the only one who is ri ght, the rest of the 

residents are all wrong—or so it seems* I mentioned to here t hat she only s aw and 

heard things that confirmed what was already in her mind. I told hers "It is up to 

people like you to show and tell them about America instead o f taking it for 

granted that they can never be good Americans. That has alwa ys been the trouble up 

to now. Nobody wants to give them a chance so they grasp on all  the harder to what 

they have had in the past. It is a desperate clutching at th at. If these people 

were acoepted more, they would not need to fall back on thes e distant dreams. How 

can you expect them to feel otherwise if even the Nisei v iew them oversuspicously? 

Isn't that intolerant and isn f t that one of the reasons why even we are in these 

camps?" 

Rosie did not agree with me: "No, you are "»prong. The majori ty <af the Issei 

it hurts me to admit this have always identified themselve s closely with Japan and 

the war has not changed this. I have talked to lots of them i n the past and they 

always brag about the Japanese viatories. They even want the  Nisei sometimes to be 

loyal to Japan, although I will admit that they can underst and the Nisei loyalty 

to America. But, the Issei will always retain a strong race affinity to Japan and 

they want Japan to win this war. How can I ever get together wi th them when we hold 

such conflicting aims. We are poles apart." 

I couldn't answer this last one and evaded the question by saying that I didn't 

talk to many Issei, perhaps that was why I was more confiden t' for the future. But 

I still think there are possibilities of educating the Iss ei. 

Sunday, October 25, 1942 

Sunday—the day of rest, but I worked hard (i think) in finishi ng up some 
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more of the painting  .<^1  got a late start—stayed in bed until about 9:00, Emiko 

made so much dust in sweeping that I had to get up in self protec tion« Emiko and 

Bette had a slight feud on today« Emiko was put out because B ette did not stay home 

to do the dishes, but ran out to church« Mom was not feeling so  well so she stayed 

in bed today« Alice and Miyoko also still in bed« 

Ton spent most of the day in building a back rest and b ed tray for Pop when 

he comes« 

It took him all day« „ 

The bulk of the painting is now finished«/ I still have to put a door on the 

closet (̂ ack left the plans talked to the wall so that I would not bungle the job)« 

I got ahold of some white enamel so painted the desk lamp« Als o varnished my file 

cabinet and the radios« It took me all evening to go through my material and throw 

away the old  papers «/̂ Since  Alice is not up yet, I took advantage of her inactivity 

and tafcked up maps and banners and flags all over the walls« ^ he room now has a 

collegiate and masculine atmosphere« Bette and Elmiko lik e it, but Alice may want 

something more feminine to decorate the walls« If she does, she will have to take 

all the stuff down herself and I don't think she will be ambi tious. It's a 

matter of who gets things up first. 

Alice had decided to stay on a couple of months here because o f Pop f s condition^« 

She still procrastinates and is afraid to take the plunge and there is not any use 

for us to say anything since it is her/ life« If we talk about it, she will think 

that we are trying to get rid of her« 

Although I have a wood cot, I am not too uncomfortable now th at I have Jack's 

mattress and pillow in addition to my own« It is almost as s oft as a spring bed. 

Mom got up for a little while to work on the window curta 

ins* We joke around 

and say that we will be here for ten years so we may as well get the best material 

and don't put up any junk. It is hard to convince Mom of this p olicy because she 

has been used to over encouraging for the past 30 years. At Tan foran, everything 
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was more temporary, but we are trying to get more settled a nd comfortable here. No 

more of this living out of a trunk for a while. Space is limited , but we are more 

, fortunate than many of the families that I see in their cro wded apartments.  T he 

future has to be kept in mind, but we also have to make ad justments to this camp. 

The employment office prefer to sign up the Santa Anitans f or the camouflage 

net project. Yuka Wada, one of the interviewers at the e mployment office, said that 

they are only ptting a limited number of people on right now until the technical 

details of the project are worked out/̂ > 

Next week, there should be a little easing off of the request for public 

assistance grants. The July and August payrolls were issu ed during last week. 

Not so many workers were assigned at first while the camp wa s filling up, but even 

at that the combined payroll for the two months was over $26,000—more than the 

largest payroll we ever had at Tanforan. The September pay roll will be almost  v 

$60,000 for the 4,000 people now working in the project. I wil l get about $11 of 

this since I did not begin work until the middle of Septemb er. The farm unit is 

planning to hold a big barbecue out by the butte when this ge neral pay is distribu-

ted. , 

/ The Adult Education classes will begin next week but ther e is a limited 

number of courses. They don't seem to be able to get qual ified teachers for these 

courses among the residents. The largest classes now are c hiefly in art and radio. 

Later on, the curriculum is supposed to be greatly expanded  with a wide variety of 

courses. 

Bette went to the  H igh Sohool Church Forum this evening and she said that it 

w&s a big flop. All they talked about was ho» they could get a me ss hall near 

school or else all get lunches to take. 0 Ur block is the only one giving lunches to 

the high school pupils. Bette: "They didn't even talk about h a, we could maintain 

a constructive attitude towards education. I bet most of tho se kids walked way 
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than a half mile to school before. They should not complain a bout these things. I 

think most of them have an inferiority complex—they are al ways sayihg that the 

teachers act snooty towards them, but I don't think the teac hers are so super— 

v 
not nearly asgood as the Vallejo High teachers."^/ 

"this country 

Indications of how the war is affecting/was the announcemen t that Congress 

will probably lower the draft age to 18 and 19 in order to rel ease this virtually un-

tapped reservoir of fighting manpower. Mere boys going to w ar. I don't know how 

it will affect this country since this means that the colle ge man will be mighty 

scarce for the next few years. If we are to have good leader s in the post war period 

•there should be some selective discretion in taking th ese boys out of the educational 

field. War is the prime aim now and it may be necessary to prese rve democracy—or 

the status quo—but it all seems ipsosilly and futile. The so ldiers are always the 

innocent victims of drastic national upheaval, "vchile the mighties make daring ad-

ventures, the little fellow perforce must pay the price." I t doesn't affect fehe 

Nisei much yet. All we can do is to go out and pick gotten or su gar beets. Some 

7,000 Nisei are already out in the sugar beet fields, accord ing to Mr. Huso. Land-

ward does not encourage going to sugar beets because a lot o f the Nisei are getting 

and are being taken advantage of by greedy employers. 

Proving that the Army and Congressnever had any any inten tions of a general 

evacuation of Italians, Attty General Biddle last week fr eed this group "of the 

stigma of being classed as enemy aliens." We are citizens  and in that classifi-

cation— what a hell of a notei The "loyal" Germans will be next to be cleared. 

But it will be a long time before the Issei will even be cons idered to belong to the 

"loyal alien" class. Even a hearing board would be satisfact ory at the present 

time. As long as nothing is said on the subject, the Japane se will have a hard time 

in resettling outside of the W.R.A. centers. 

The Office of Wg.r Information is going to release a propaga nda film goon called 
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IfJapanese Relocation" and it will no doubt justify the eva cuation by showing how 

the Japs surrounded the airports, etc. At least it will be a more objective picture 

than some of those Hollywood concoctions, like "Little T okyo, U.S.A." that I read 

about. The Hollywood pictures probably will reach a muc h larger audience than the 

government film, 

Monday, October 26, 1942 

Something must be wrong with my feet. I think that my arc hes fell from walking 

around this camp on my cases! Anyway, my arches were so tired this morning that I 

did not hav3 the heart to punish them further. §o, in order to a void this cruelty, 

stayed in bed until 0:30. When I got up^I decided to take the rest of the mo lin-

ing off to help Emiko rearrange the rooms some more. put t he girls* beds in this 

room and I placed a lot of empty trunks up on top of the closet . We still haven't 

enough room in the dressers so I put some more boards in the li nen cldset so that an 

extra shelf could be made for Emiko 1 s  aid Bette's things 

vu)  ̂  I also took my clothes out of the tru*k--the first tim e they have been out 

since last May. They smelled all mothy. I don't know when I'll ever be needing my 

good clothes again. Most of the time I just wear rough cloth es. Most of the workers 
they think 

in the administration "dress" up for work and/that I am jus t one of the messenger 

boys. But I feel more comfortable and there is no special pr estige to wearing a 

white shirt as far as I can see. 

We don't have enough clothes hangers so that there will hav e to be some 

redistribution unless we get some more. This sort of life d oes teach one cooperation 

and a sort of communal spirit whereby everything is shared. H owever, there is still 

lots of the possessive spirit left in most of us yet and we lik e to have our own 

corner and things. 

Miss Hasagawa was in this afternoon to tell me all about Mrs. K ono. She said 



Charles Kikuchi 
Thursday, October 15 , 1942 

Page 988 

that the woman t?as a mental case• She had a persecution c omplex and put heavy drapes 

over her windows to keep people from peering in. She is supp osed to speak a "bookish" 

English and comes from a brilliant family. A lot of heryi t alk is about love letters 

and "indecent houses", ̂ jiss Hasagawa stated that she was mo st concerned about Mrs. 

Kono's 10 year old son. He would come home and ask his mot her why the neighbors 

called him crazy. Mrs. Kono is greatly devoted to her son and l avishly spends her 

last cent on him. Her husband is in an internment camp and the re is a possibility 

that he will be released^* 

Y^+j Mrs. Kono hates the Japs and rues the day she was ever bo rn one. She claims 

to know no Japanese. She works in the Caucasian mess hall and i s apparently happy 

there. The neighbors all talk about here—even the Reverend' s wife—and they do not 

try to Understand her or be sympathetic so that her "hatred of the Japs H may partly 

be traced back to this source. In such a congested place as th is, there is little 

privacy and the neighbors gossip like hell. The Japanese a re no exceptions. Most 

of the old women and men haven't too much to do so they sit ar ound on those platferms 

and talk about everyone they know—and don't know. 

Kono was in Carmanillo but she is not a menace to the commun ity.^May-

be she is r^ght and everyone is "crazy" but her. She refuses to move to another 

neighborhood. There are no psychologists or psychiatrist s around and I don't think 

she needs to be institutionalized since she is no menace to the community. ̂ The 

son is very sensitive so that we may be able to do somethi ng for him. I looked up 

the case report from Tulare, but it was not even worthy of c onsideration. They had 

made all sorts of diagnoses and even had figured out the na ture of her mental illness 

without benefit of any professional help. It seemed to me th at they only reflected 

their own prejudices in this case./ Miss Hasagawa^s very mu ch interested in helping 

4?he bow and sh^agreed that we should not attempt to institu tionalize Mrs. Kono 

yet even though she may have a persecution complex. I went o ut to see her in regards 

to clothing, but there was nobody at home. Discussed the c ase with landward and 
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he agreed that we should work along with them for a while and t he hell with the over-

gossipy neighbors who may tfeel inconvenienced by her prese noe. 

learned today that most of the clothing cases I have submitt ed as urgent 

hav© been taken care of by the fiscal department. They can't m ake up their minds 

how to issue the clothing allowances. They were going to issue scrip, but now this 

plan has been discarded and cash may be given to the people in stead. If they don f t 

hurry up with our emergency cases, Landward said that he wo uld put them through as 

relief cases. They will be marked "special" on the form and th is amount will not be 

deducted from their regular clothing allowance. All of th e families where no members 

are working will be special cases 

A lot of the bachelors have applied for clothing on a relief ba sis. I was 

over in the bachelors' quarters in Camp 1 to see about six of them this afternoon. 

Over there, the bachelors live in the #14 barracks of trer tain blocks and there are 

no partitions. Most of these old men are just about shot. The y have worked for 

years as farm laborers and have nothing to show for it. With out families, these men 

have drifted on for years. Those I saw today were not wor king. They consider this 

as a sort of old folks home and only a few of them are actua lly working. I would 

say that the majority of them are in their sixties and capab le of doing only light 

work. 

^ost of them have spent a lot of time fixing up their ppiva te space. One old 

man has a bed all carved out. It's a beautiful piece of work. Al l of the bachelors 

put their beds up about 30 inches from the floor and they us e the space below to 

sotre their belongings. What don't fit there goes in the ra fters. A few of the 

men had nice carved art objects made out of old pieces of st amps. This seems to be 

the favorite pastime of the old folks. Today most of them wer e just laying around 

on their beds under the mosquito mets. 

I had to use one of the younger men to act as an interpreter wi th these old 
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fellows. They did not appear particularly surprised that I spoke no Japanese. And 

there w as no objection to it. I guess it is because they felt that I held the 

"weapon of relief" over them. Sometimes I wish I could talk to them. There must be 

many interesting life histories in this group. Now they  a  re all worn out, but at one 

time they must have been adventurous young men—only they nev er did settle down. 

The whole group in that barracks were one of the Japanese labo r groups from near 

Sanger and they have worked with each other  for  years. They may have been one of 

the early labor contract groups that used to prevail in th e interior of California 

agricultural valleys. These groups usually had one represe ntative make the deals for 

them'and they worked together and split the profits into s hares. Eventually some 

of the younger men will get restless and go to work on the fa rms. 

I had a tough time getting back from Camp 1 today. All of -th e buses were 

jammed full. I started to hitch hike back with a couple of Ki bei but they were not 

much help to me.  x hey wer^ even afraid to thumb a car as it came by»  >  Finally, 

one of the farm trucks picked us upi They were on the way to irrigate one of the 

fields. °ne of the workers told me that the "strike" was over and they wer̂ zf 

going to |jet more trucks for transportation. He said that th ey may get a raise from 

|16 to #19 a month. 

Yiotf From the comments they made as they passed different i rrigated fields, it 

seemed to me that they were very much interested in their w ork. 

i "we have the best farm of all the farm units. They will proba bly sell our 

products to the ̂ akujin and give what the rest of them grow t o the Japanese." 

"Look how nice and straight the plants are coming up in that field." 

"Guess I have to work overtime today. If those plants are not irrigated, they 

"What a puny field. Those Fowler dopes don't know how to far m." 

won't grow so well." 

"Wast time looking at the C amp 2 farms. They don't know how to farm." 
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"Our radishes are so big and firm that they will probably preserve one to 

show the Indians how the "Japs" grow things on the desert. " Of course, there are 

the farm workers that have no interest in their products an d they won't have such a 

good farm unit. One of the fellows told me that the unit next t o him are wasting 

time growing anything because they take too many "smoke t ime-outs" and that they don't 

care how the plants grow.^. 

We were left off about a half mile from Camp 2 and so we starte d to walk. 

Truck after truck ignored our pleas for a ride because they were jammed full with 

people. Finally, the Army Engineer truck came along and th ey gave us a ride. I went 

up to the camouflage net project with him and started to w ander about« The net pro-

ject is just about ready to go. I talked to Mr. Reynolds, t he W.R.A. man who is in 

charge of the project,and he said that he hopes to have 1000 Nisei employed there. 

It is the best net set-up of all the relocation camps. The A rmy has put a lot of 

money into the buildings  a nd the sheds are really sturdy. One side is walled up to 

about 5/6 of the way and the other side is left open. 

The Army is going to take oharge of supplying all materials and final inspect-

ion, but the rest of it will be left up to the W.R.A. Mr. Reyno lds olaimed that they 

could jeirnish 200 jaets a day with 1000 workers. Arrangeme nts will have to be made 

to feed them up there and make the workers as oomfortab le as possible since the wage 

is very small. Reynolds said that mostly girls would be us ed because they were 

steady and reliable. The nets are hung from a 30 foot heig ht and little strips of 

burlap are weaved into them. With manpower at suoh a premi um, Reynolds feels that 

the Nisei could iftake a good name for themselves and also c ontribute to the war 

effort by getting behind this project. He claims that the lin t from the burlap is 

not too dangerous for the health. About 20 men from Santa Ani ta have already started 

working and they are training some greenhorns. The general pattern is on a net behind 

the one they work on so that the workers can weave the strips like the ones behind 

the net they are  doing 'I 
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A bunch of the hospital workers are giving Mary Obata a birt hday party in the 

Reo ̂ all across from us» All evening they have been singing Cal songs. They must 

miss the dear old school. Funny, I never got that sentime ntal attachment for U.C. 

It seems so childish and living in the past. When life holds n o more interest, 

then is the time to look back to fond memories. 

^All evening (for two hours) Emiko has been trying on all of her dresses, 

picking out the ones that she is going to fix. She has a whole closet full of them. 
/ 

Now that she has tried them all on, she can't decide which one to wear tomorrow. 

Bette is more efficient. She always has it planned out one da y ahead. Bette spent 

all evening doing her shorthand and fixing up the jpapers in her binder. Classes 

are still for J hour but the full schedule is expected to s tart in about another 

TS[eek. 

Tom passed his time giving an illustrated lecture on the  1939 S. F. Worlds' 

Fair from the slides which he showed from his movie project or in the other room. 

He says that he doesn't have any rhomework yet.^^ 

We made money from Montgomery Ward's and our conscience is not bothering us 

j „ 

any. It all happened this way. ack sent for some chairs and enclosed a $10.67 

money order,. This was at Tanforan. They didn't have the exa ct chair but they had 

another one which was cheaper so a $1.09 refnnd was sent to u s. We waited around 

but no chairs arrived. Last week, Jack wrote a letter to find out why the delay. 

The next day a check for 110.67 came in with a letter saying  that they were out of 

chairs and were refunding us our money. We were disappointed  at not getting the 

ohairs, but getting an extra dollar out of the deal was some co nsolation. Then, 

today we got another letter with another $10.66 in it sayi ng that they were sending 

us the refund because they were out of chairs. So we are now $1 1.67 ahead on the deal. 

If we were honest people, we would send the check right back, but instead I am 

going to cash it right away before they put a stop on it. We f igure that Montgomery 
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Ward is making enough profits now on the evacuees and the mis take will not hurt 

them financially. This is what camp does to us. Stealing  lumber and paint did 

this to us* Of course, Mom does not know anything about the tr ansaction. We are 

going to try Sears Roebuck now to see if we have better luck wi th them—getting the 

chairs, of course. 

notice that some of the trucks have one of the double tire whe els taken 

off. It must be to conserve on the tires 

Some names of streets (unofficial) which I have seen around the camp: China 

Alley, Santa Anita Way, Pasadena Lane, Brentwood Street, O utcasts Corner, Snake 

Trail. Some of the streets are also written in Japanese. 

^^See that the A.C.L.TJ. is on the job for the Nisei. In the S eptember 18, 1942 

Los Angeles Times, p 9: "Declaring that a public declaratio n of policy recdgnizing 

the loyalty of Nisei evacuees would refute Axis charges of racial discrimination, the 

A.C.L.TJ. urged the President to make a declaration...Th e Union also recommended the 

government as a mother of policy acknowledge the sacrific es of the evacuees, offer 

them -work and residence outside the military zone, warn a gainst restrictions on 

Japanese-Americans outside of the military zones and agin ast attempts to deprive 

them of citizenship and promise to lift all restrictions aft er the war." If such a 

thing were done, the Nisei would most certainly be willin g to sacrifice almost 

anything. It is the doubt of suspicion that hangs over our h eads that make so many 

of the Nisei bewildered and cause some of them to become bitt er and lose faith in the 

democratic ideals. 
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^ / ^We had a bit of excitement today. Bette got some cigare tte lighting 

fluid for me. The .shortage of tin has caused the company to put the 

fluid in bottles with a wide mouth. I filld up the lighter with the 

stuff, but some of it spilled on my desk. Emiko got a cloth t o wipe 

it up. She tried to light the lighter, but the flint would not catch. 

Mom and the rest were standing around talking. All of a sudd en the 

lighter flared up when Emiko was fiddling with it. There w as some fluid 

on the outside and the whole thing started to burn so Emiko d id the 

natural thing and dropped it; it landed on the cloth with h ad the fluid 

on it and this started to burn. Mom reached over to remove it  and she 

accidentally knocked the fluid bottle over and my whole des k flared up. 

Some of the fluid spilled on my pants and on Mom's dress and she started 

to burn. She did not even know it until I smothered the flame s with my 

hand st. 

In the meantime, the fluid had spilled all over the floor and A lice 

and I stamped it out, Emiko was practically paralyzed. The flames were 

so large and it was so sudden that it almost overwhelmed us . I grabbed 

Emiko f s bathrobe and managed to smother the flames out, Emiko yel led 

"My bathrobe" so I dropped it and grabbed one of the Army b lankets on my 

bed and used it to put the rest of the fire out. The bathrobe was burnt 

full of holes, but the blanket was only singed. 

After it was all over, I tried the lighter and it worked. But it 

will cost me the price of a new bathrobe since Emiko's is ru ined. It all 

happened so fast that we did not have time to get excited. Bu t the next 

time, ck will take the proper precautions. 



995 

27/10/42 

J k u  / ' • 

The desk was partly burned and the chair had some smoke marks on it. 

I sanded the desk off right away and painted the whole fr ont of my desk 

again so that it looks like new once more. The only casualty  was the 

hair on my armsj it was all singed off* It looks a little funn y to see 

all the curly singed hair on my arms. It was fortunate that it was nothing 

more serious than all that. If the fluid had spilled a lit tle higher on 

mom, she may have suffered some serious burns. After it was all over, Tom 

came running in with a bucket of water, but I would not let him throw it. 

The fire hazard is really serious around here. If one of thos e 
i 

barraoks caught fire, there would not be much chance of put ting the flames 

out. They are putting some fire extinguisher liquids in a lot of the 

apartments, but they have not reached our block yet. 

Somebody picked the lock on mess hall no. 45 where we are regi stering 

the new arrivals and they stripped the counter of the masoni te on it. We 

couldn't figure out how the person got in, but suspect that th e culprit 

was one of the new Santa Anita people since our housing off ice is right in 

their district. There are some messhall tables outside and some of the 

masonite strips have also been taken off them. A lot of the  masonite was 

also stolen from near the new canteen. Taki suspects that th e thief was 

one of the housing crew who somehow may have managed to get th e key to the 

place. But it is more likely that the culprit lived in this district. 

This sort of stuff is a dirty trick. I can understand peopl e taking lum-

ber or loose pieces of masonite and other material, but it i s inexcusable 

for them to deliberately ripp a piece off of a finished fixt ure. Harry is 

getting one of the special wardens down here tonight to wat ch the place, 

since all of the lumber and partitions have been put in here . The 
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partitions for the apartments have arrived but there has bee n a little 

difficulty in getting trucks to haul them. With the scrap l umber so 

scarce, we have to watch this lumber fairly closely. Around this district, 

the building scene is just starting and I see those people h auling their 

carts with lumber. One old man had trailer tires on his cart . He must 

have "borrowed" them someplace because he had burlap cov ering the wheels. 

We have been getting a lot of complaints about the large crac ks in 

the floors. The Sanitary department promise to do something about it. 

They willsoon take a survey of the most serious apartment s with large 

cracks and recommend that the confractors or the U.S. Engin eers fix them 

up. With winter coming on, it is going to be pretty cold in so me of those 

apartments. We were thinking of recommending that the gas he aters be 

put in the apartments which are considered as welfare case s, but this 

is impractical since there is only one gas line per barrack s and allof 

them would have to be connected up ibn each apartment of that b arrackes 

if one wasv^ 

The last group of evacuees are coming in from Santa  Anita.  <^There are 

about 250 of this final cleanup crew that have to be register ed, I did not 

even go up to landwards office as I am staying down here t o help out. 

There are about 40 of the housing department to take care of t he induction. 

We have been waiting around all day for the Santa jnitans b ut they have 

not showed up yet. We just heard that they have just arrived i n Casa 

Grande.  •  (2¿40 p.m.) 
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Some nurses are here to take care of the aged and the mother s with 

children. A doctor is also here to give the people their "p hysical" 

examination. Ail they wilido will be to look at the people 's throats« A 

big garbage pail has been filled up with ice water to give to the people 

since it is rather warm today. Some cots with mattresses hav e been placed 

on the other side of the room so that the older people can res t up since the 

trip probably will be very hard for them. One of the messha lls will feed 

the people immediately after induction. 

The kids around here are very bored because they have bee n waiting 

for the people all day« Some of the girls are knitting while others are 

reading books. Most of them are standing around in grou ps talking with the 

boys on the truck department crew who will move the baggage. O utside there 

is quite a group of people standing around waiting for th eir Santa Anita 

friends. Up at the far end, a bunch of the fellows are playin g poker for 

pennies and making a lot of noise everytime they get a bad hand . The 

organization is fairly good so that there will not be muc h trouble in in-

ducting these people and it should be finished up pretty ef ficiently this 

time. There is no excuse for any bungling as this crew h as had plenty of 

experience by now>^ 

people in from Casa Grande. Around 7 p.m. it appeared that the people would 

have to wait until late if these two buses were the only one s used, so two 

of the trucks were sent dewn. it takes them about an hour to com e up here 

and by the time the buses made three round trips, it was 8 : 30. 

The arrival of the inductees reminded me of the first few days at 

\£he Santa Anita started to come in about 4j30. There was 

greyhound bus and an old converted truckrbus to bring the 20 0 plus one 
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Tanforan. The people coming in were all dressed up and th ere was a 

considerable crowd around the roped-off section to see the ir friends. It 

was cool later in the evening, but the people must have had a ha rd trip. 

A lot of the babies were crying and their tired-looking moth ers 

tried to make them as comfortable as possible. The train w as about five 

hours overdue and then the Santa Anita group had to wait for hours in the 

train at Casa Grande. Each bus that came in had a soldier esco rt. I 

talked to several of them and they seemed to be nice clean-cut fellows. 

They have to return to San Diego tonight. 

The people in the Pullman cars were brought here first an d one tiny 

old woman had to be carried out and put in the hospital car and taken to 

camp one. One of the workers remarked almost savagely: "T hat's a damn shame. 

But the Army doesn't figure that each of those people a re individuals with 

hopes of their own» They just uproot them as if they were logs ." 

There were many happy reunions among the Nisei — they have only been 

separated a couple of weeks, but one would have thought tha t it was a year 

from the way they threw themselves into each other's arms. T hose that came 

earlier were "veterans" and they immediately told their fri ends all about 

the place with a tone of authority. The most common first question asked 

was "How is the food around here?" Most of the responses we re? "Good, better 

than Santa AnitaI" 

U/6K-

There war» also the tragic scenes. One old mother came in le ading a boy 

who apparently was a moron* He looked like a cretin and h ad a blank expression 

on his face. Everyone stared at the boy and the mother got embarrassed and 
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she led him over to one of the cots and made him sit behin d her. Another 

old lady came weeping in and asked for a separate mom because she had 

T.B.. We assigned her one on a temporary basis, pending a m edical approval. 

Then a Mr. Y. Kimura came up very excited. He said that he had missed 

the last bus for Poston where his wife and family had gone. T he South 

American officials had told him to come here since that ce nter was closing 

up. Ke wanted to continue on to Poston right away, but I told  him that he 

would have to go through the regular induction first as it wo uld take a few 

days to get things closed up. I gave him a note to take to Mr. Landward 

tomorrow. 

As usual there are always some kumptious people who come arou nd and 

demand special privileges. One was a doctor who wanted to get ahead of all 

the people and he was quite put out because we made him wait h is turn in 

1 ine. 

We had to stay down there during the dinner hour this even ing so that 

and bologna sandwiches were passed out to us during a lull in  the in-

ductions. They were the most delicious things I have tast ed in a long time. 

Lat 

er on Butch and I, with a couple other fellows, went over to  one of the 

new messhalls to eat. 

I witnessed a rather unpleasant scene there. A new family , just 

arrived, were eating at the next table. There were two boys an d the mother. 

The young boys (about 19 and 21) got up to leave. The mother as ked her boys 

to stay as she did not know where her apartment was locat ed and no beds and 

mattresses had arrived yet. The boy got irked.  n 0h Hell, do it yourself. I 

hate this place and I'm going to get &it. The mother asked hi m to hold off and 
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and stay with her. The boy got ugly. "I'm not a baby any more and  you »re 

not either. What's the matter with you? Are you helpless? I'm going to 

look around for the boys. Where do we live? With that he storme d out with 

his brother. Butch had to tell her where her apartment was loc ated. We 

went over to help put up her cots, but they had not arrived yet so we left. 

The last group is now here and from now o& there will have to be some 

way to get rid of this assembly center clique-ishness. Wh en I ask anyone 

where he came from, he always gives the Assembly Center inst ead of naming 

his home town. 

< J talked to Dave K. who is supposed to be one of the "agitat ors". 

He is 35 years old and goes around with a two-months goatee on his chin. 

He definitely does not like the camouflage net set-up and it looks like 

labor trouble ahead. He got in an argument with an Army offi cer yesterday 

when he stated that the Nisei would not work at full efficien cy with the 

present wages. Dave also dislikes the whole WRA set-up. He s ays that the 

WRA got the contract to make the nets at a big profit. 

"I don't know about that. I think that most of it will slip into 

private pockets of those in control 

Dave believes that we Wouldbe better off under Army control. "Hell, 

they are 50 times more efficient than these greenhorns in ch arge here."^Ie 

does a lot of talking and sinc6 he will be on the net project, h e may get a 

lot of the others disgruntled. He seems to be too aggressive  about things,-

a sort of knock-the-lip-off guj^^He said that if the WRA "won't cooperate 

with us, we will walk out on them. Nobody is going to shove us around." 

"Well, it will come back to the evacuees, won't it?" 



1,001 ^ 

Charles Kikuchi 
28/10/42 

Dave feels that the Santa Anita people are getting a raw d eal in the 

labor situation.  MI went to apply for a job at the Employment office and 

they have got it all fixed up that Santa Anita take over t he net project. 

I was a Rec Hall leader in Santa Anita and gave that as my fi rst choice. 

The girl asked me my second choice and I said the camouflage n et work. 

Eefore I could finish the sentence she had me assigned out there for a 

job. They ere going to do the same thing with all the rest of our group,-

or else put them on the farm. <^he idea will grow around here t hat the net 

project is only for the Santa Anita people, and nobody else wi ll want to 

come in because the rest of the camp thinks that all those ru mors about 

Santa Anita are t rue^ If they start to push us around lik e that, you can 

bet your life that we will walk out." 

Yes, it looks like we are in for some labor difficulties. T here are 

1500 Santa jfcnitans, 1500 from Turlock^and 5,000 from Tu lare in this camp 

now. 

^ I n one of the empty lots down there, there was an old man pl aying 

golf. He was pointed out as the man who spent three weeks in ja il on a 

gambling charge. The guilty person was so grateful that he g ave the golfer 

$50.00 for taking the rap for him. Yesterday afternoon, just  before leaving 

for here, the gambler won his $50.00 back.\ 
::  / f / 

Talking to Ken this afternoonNdown there, and he says tha t the farm 

strike has popped out. The agitators got scared at what t hey started, and 

they quieted down so that the boys went back to work^ ̂ «B^says that he 

may get a 30-day leave to go to Utah for the JACL convention. H e and Nobu 

Kawaii have organized the chapter here. Ken was never an act ive JACL'er, 
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but he now believes that it is the only Nisei group to be in a p osition ' 

to do anything for the group. He argues that I should join. I may just 

to see what is going  on.  ̂ ^obu is supposed to be one of those Nisei 

Christians (about 35 years old) and he was the president of t he Pasadena 

chapter. He was misquoted by the L.A, Times as saying that t he evacuation 

would not take place until November« This was in March and he had been 

a delegate to the emergency meeting in San Francisco, The Pasadena Japanese, 

therefore, were quite put out when the orders came in May, 

One of the indications that the Issei talk more than they mean  is the 

repatriation forms. Notice was sent to a whole lot of the m that they were 

being considered for repatriation. During the past wee k we have been getting 

quite a few coming in to fill the declination forms. Th ey have made their 

choice so they should aot accordingly. Some Nisei also hav e been sent the 

notice and they come in quite indignant and want to know wh at is the idea. 

"We are American citizens, 11 

Some of those Issei who have formerly gone to Japan on a vis it were 

treated like kings because they had money then, but they d o not know of the 

real condition of Japan and they certainly would not be gre eted with open 

arms now^^ 

I was talking to one of the cotton pickers today and was ve ry surprised 

by his attitude. He claims that only the top pickers are mak ing any money. 

So in order  to get  more,- they have some idea that they are deliberately 

being used,- they resort to all sorts of tricks. Some of th em put everything 

but the roots into the bag. A few have worked out a system to ge t their 
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cotton weighed twice. They weigh it and then empty about a thi rd of the 

stuff on the truck. The rest of the bag is thrown over to th e other side 

to a waiting confederate and he takes it around to weigh it i n as his own. 

Sad to relate, most of these culprits are the young Nisei. Th e Issei are 

honest, steady workers. 

There has been a rumor going around for the past few days th at there 

is a food shortage here. The trouble was that one of the transf ormers in 

the cold storage room blew out and a lot of the meat was spoiled . So for 

two days we did not get much meat. The rumor went around« "S ee, as soon 

as Fryer leaves, we get poor food. 1* The transformer has been fixed, and 

we are now getting our regular supply of meat so that those ru mors have 

died down. A lot of the people do not realize how fortunate we are in the 

^ood situation. Coffee is even going to be rationed, but we g et plenty 

of it. There is plenty of sugar and other "scarce" foods su ch as milk and 

eggs. We don't get so much butter as before. The other evening we had 

apricots (this year ! s crop) and only the fortunate few on the outside are 

getting this. The trouble is that these complainers do not r ealize just 

how serious the general shortage is on the outside, and th ey tend to com-

pare things with the pre-evacuation days when the supply was  plentiful. 

The newspaper policy is one that is favorable to the administ ration, 

and they don't complain about the little things. This is la rgely Ken's 

work. He believes in the WRA program, and he realizes that w e were shoved 

in here before the place was ready so that improvements will b e made right 

along. He does not want to pan the administration, but want s to gives them 

a chance to work things out. I think that he is on the right̂ path a3 the 
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success of the WRA program is very important to us. If it fa ils, we are 

vitally affected.̂ JThe administration has done a lot here i n correcting the 

unfavorable public impression about the failure of the co tton picking drive 

by publicizing the true situation.^> 

One of the things I have noticed is that the "Free Zone" peo ple are 

doing most of the complaining in camp 1. They have not gone through the 

Assembly Center experiences and much of their reaction is similar to ours 

when we first went to the assembly center, ̂ hey are not a s adjusted to the 

situation as the Turlock people there, and they fail to reco gnize how much 

better the WRA program is than the WCCa set-up^NThey are not used to the 

messhalls and the Jatrines yet, and they think it is an insult to the group 

to put up with such conditions. One Nisei there said that this place was 

absolutely indecent, and the standard of living was most h armful for the 

evacuees, ^he Turlock people think that it is pretty good he re^) For most 

of the people I would guess that they have never lived so wel l. I would 

not say that they are lucky to be here, since freedom is wort h a lot of 

w 

hardships. Some of the fellows over there gripe like ,¡¿11 at little things 

like dust on the road. One of the biggest gripers already has a permit to 

leave for outside employment, but he is staying here "to fig ht for the group." 

He probably feels that he would not be able to make the adju stment to outside 

conditions. 

^Mayor Steward of Phoenix is raising quite a fuss about th e use of 850 

gallons of Grade  A,  being sent here while the phoenix children and convales cent 

are unable to obtain enough for their needs. He protests vehe mently against 

the "pampering of our concentration camp inmates." He bel ieves that the white 

babies and elderly people come ia— first. This looks like a ch eap political 

trick. He must be up for re-election. 
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The Phoenix Independent Republic, Oct. 13, states;  n The Japanese 

people are doing necessary defense work within their own  camps." They have 

given up the idea of using the Japanese and imported Mexicans  to save the 

cotton crop. For a while the publicity looked pretty bad f or us. If we 

have trouble on the camouflage nets, the same thing may st art up again.^X. 

23 /10/42 

I dropped by the honeymoon cottage this morning <̂ nd Setsu came out 

just then to  say  "Hello. n She has been married since last Sunday, and she 

has four more days to enjoy t h e r e T h e room was fixed by- up rather hastily 

by Helen, and there are a lot more improvements to be mad e. The high school 

class will take charge of further improvements. may arrang e the occupants 
• 

so that they go to the camp one room from here and vice vers a. Setsu thinks 

that the room is wonderfuly^So far we have put in two lamps, straight back 

chair, table, two lounging chairs, chest of drawers, dressi ng table, night 

stand, mirror, two siî le beds with beautyrest mattresses . All of this 

equipment came from the Empire Hotel in San Francisco. Ther e are already 

two other couples who are waiting to occupy the room so that w e may try to 

fix up another one• 

^ D r . Baba was supposed to have gone to Tule Lake today, but the military 

permit did not come through. Only his mother is going with him. Shojo is 

stayirg behind because he is making #5.00 a day as a checker i n the cotton 

fields. His other'brother wants to stay here to work, as wel l as the rest of 

his family. Dr. Baba is pretty well disgusted with the IRA set -up. He says 
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that the people expect too much service of the doctors and they call them 

for all sorts of imaginary illnesses. He told me that there were about 

seven people with various degrees of blindness and the WR A is thinking of 

putting all of the blind people in one relocation camp so  that they may 

receive the benefits cf the Social Security Act. Sever al blind schools 

have been contacted to take them, but the requests were turn ed down^^ 

Mrs. S. was given a travel permit to go to Los Angeles to see he r 

sick grandmother. She is a Caucasian wife of an alien Japan ese, The 

Caucasian evacuees have a much easier time getting out of the  place, Mrs, 

S. was permitted to go unescorted, since nobody will recogni ze that she is 

an evacuee. In our files I could only find about five case s of mixed 

marriage in this camp. There are two Issei with Mexican wives . One has a 

Swiss wife and the other two have American wives. There is n o case here 

of a Caucasian husband with a Japanese wife. Only one of the above is a 

Nisei. He is now coaching the H.S. physical education class es and he prefers 

to stay here,- as does his wife  n to serve the people. M 

I had a long talk with Nobu Kawaii this morning. He wanted m e to tell 

him a little about the problems of the Nisei students who se education has 

been interrupted by evacuation. Nobu is going to Salt Lake ne xt month to 

attend the JACL convention. Nobu is a journalism graduat e of the -University 

of Missouri. He was a member of the EFL in Pasadena, and he may go out for 

private employment. He and his group fought the JACL movem ent almost up to 

the time of the outbreak of hostilities, and then they ddcide d to work with 

the JACL so that they could have a unified front. He joined th e organization 

and was elected the president of that chapter. Nobu is 35 ye ars old, and 

he has one child, in his home he had some excellent pieces of furniture which 

he made himself. 
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<^Nobu wanted to get some idea of the Nisei interest in studie s in order 

to make a report to a group in Pasadena. He said that they may provide 

some scholarship. One of the men in that group is going to a ttend a con-

ference in San Francisco and he wanted some data on this topi c. Nobu stated 

that the Pasadena folks were greatly interested in the evacu ees and the Committee 

for Fair Play was very active during evacuation 

He wanted to know if it would be a good idea to have one college in the 

Middle West so that allpf the Nisei could attend it. I said definitely "No" 

because this would mean segregation, and it was very impo rtant for the Nisei 

students to expand now in order to give the Caucasian publ ic a better idea 

of how American we were. I did not relish the thought of a "H oward University" 

for the Japanese students. This would set a dangerous prec edent, and perhaps 

it would mean that the doors of the other universities would b e automatically 

closed to the Nisei if such a program was adopted. Nobu though t that this 

was true, and he himself was always opposed to the formatio n of Japanese 

Student  Clubs,  since it too often became an escape mechanism for those stu dents 

who should try to make wider contacts. 

Already about 187 colleges and universities have indicate d a willingness 

to enroll the Nisei students. The chief obstacle in the w hole student re-

location program is the lack of finances of the students, a nd the fears and 

uncertainties for the future. So far, few of the students g oing out from here 

have been given scholarships. Most that do go out are bein g financed by their 

families. They also work on the side/^Elsie said that her bro ther had a job 

as a waiter in a sorority house. They trusted him swell, bu t the other workers 

did not want to work with him and they threatened to walk out , so Bill was 



1,008 

Charles Kikuchi 
28/10/42 

dismissed^ On the whole, the Nisei students going out are be ing accepted 

by the other students, 

T̂he National Students Relocation Committee have been ab le to give some 

scholarships, but these are chiefly to colleges financed by  religious gr<?ups. 

The adult education program here does not offer enough to t he out-of-

high school-student. The program is not diversified enough , and it does not 

give courses fittirg them for specific vocations. 

It is not likely that a junior college program will be develo ped here. 

This is very unfortunate since many of these young students s hould go on with 

their education. Of course, most of the students attending colleges just before 

evacuation were chiefly in the liberal arts curriculum. They have not made up 

their minds on just what vocation to follow. There are so me who have given up, 

and they think that it is no use to go on. Most of the college st udents, however, 

want to continue on and obtain their degrees. Perhaps the y have this desire 

merely to get out of this camp. The Nisei are not the only on es who are having 

their educations interrupted. There are thousands of b oys in the Army. This 

is  oib of the tragedies of war^^ 

Nobu is very interested in getting the JACL organized here. He has received 

the blessiigs of Fryer and office space has been given to th e group. So far, 

only former chapter presidents have been meeting to discu ss how best to get the 

Nisei interested. Nobu realized that many mistakes have bee n made in the past 

and he does not wish to have them repeated here. One good thin g about evacuation 

was that it has enabled the group to break away from the form er Japanese AsstfidL/v̂Vv 

influence of the Issei. 
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is determined to keep the group out of internal politics« If  the 

organization is democratic, he believes that they can make p rogress. Nobu 

said thatthe S.F. and the L.A. chapters were the weakest o f the lot simply 

because the members had no voice. The L.A. group went to Manz anar, but they 

failed miserably because they tried to become the leaders i n politics, and 

they were defeated by other leaders who were not in the JA CL. He claims that 

the L.A. chapter leaders used the organization for selfish p urposes, and they were 

not representative of all the Nisei. In the Pasadena, San ta Monica, Guadaloupe 

and other small towns, the JACL were looked upon as lead ers and the community 

supported them even i«hen they came to the Assembly and Re location Centers. For' 

this reason, Nobu believes that the Gila chapter will be one of the best 

developed. Most of the leaders around here now are former JAC L'ers, he claims. 

He does not believe that any of them have selfish motives. 

One of the things that Nobu believes in is the Labor union s, and he cannot 

understand why the "big leaders« were such red-baiters of liberal Nisei. He 

thinks that -tixe National policy is now changing and th at the Pacific Citizen is 

doing more good for the Nisei than any other publicationA 

Since the group is only in the formative stages here, Nobu wo uld like to 

gather a representative group of Nisei together to hold a s eries of infernal 

"bull sessions" to see what would be the best plan. The memb ership fee is only 

going to be 50/ a year and he wanted to know if i would be inter ested in joining 

so that they could get "new blood" into tta group and break aw ay from any of the 

past mistakes. Some of the things that they could work on would be to help with 

the outside employment program of the WRA, take steps in c ity beautification, make 

a directory fcr * is camp, and support "National" who are car rying on the fight on 

a large scale. 



1,010 

Charles Kikuchi 
28/10/42 

I thought that one of the first steps would be to take a much f irmer stand 

on Americanism right here in camp instead of merely letting  the leaders do a 

lot of flag waving. The time for straddling the fence is past  and there is 

no two ways about it. If they don't sincerely believe in this c ountry, there 

is no use in yelling for their rights. The Nisei are still h esitant about the 

whole thing and they feel that since they have been rejected t here is no use 

in antagonizing the Issei. Although they do believe in Am erica as a whole, 

they hesitate to come out openly on this point in this place . Nobu agreed 

that this would be one of the most difficult tasks since the N isei couldn't 

be guaranteed that even this would improve their status any . 

^Nobu is rather tall for a Nisei and he sincerely believes in the JACL.^^ 

; ^  -+U.RCL ^ 

He feels that  «i*  is the only vehicle through -»which the Nisei can be heard  as 

Americans. He fears that religious groups getting cont rol would be harmful 

because this would tend to split up the community into Chris tian and Buddhist 

factions. Let the Church confine itself solely to religiou s matters and keep 

out of temporal affairs. I whole-heaibedly agreed with him on this point. 

I added that the Church grOups were too inclined to be jelly- like when the chips 

were down and they wDuld resort to a God that mysteriously is never around at such 

times. I may goin the JACL just to be near the source in watchi ng its development, 

but I still don't think much of Kido and his likes, and as lon g as they are in 

control the group is bound to be seriously handicapped. T hese persons are leaders 

without a following. 

^wen t to call on Mr. Tamaka this afternoon. He was badly in ne ed of relief 

since he had nothing. Mr. Tamaka was interned at Bismarck, N orth Dakota, and his 

friends promised to send all of his clothes and personal belongings to him later. 
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The "friend" went to Poston and he changed his name so tha t when Tamaka came 

here he had nothing. Efforts to contact the "friend" have b een fruitless. 

Mr. Tamaka suffers from a bad leg infection and he has bee n under doctor's 

care for the past two years. He is a single man in this camp.  I tried to rush 

through an emergency grant for shoes, socks, pants, and shi rt,- plus a cash 

allowance cf $3.00 and he may receive it tomorrow. 

Lt*pidwoki*d and I went through all of the cases I have ha ndled in the past two 

weeks, and we are going to put them through as relief cases as there has been 

no action taken on our requests to treat the e cases as being issued in advance 

on their regular clothirg allowance. 

We had another "marital" problem this morning. Prior to eva cuation, Mrs. 

Kiwoda went to live with a Mr. Yoshitsui. Her son did not lik e this arrangement 

as he did not believe in common law marriages, so he went to C olorado to work. 

The father is in Japan. The pair now do not get along. Mrs. Kuw oda therefore 

came down to request a move. We changed her to the bachelor wom en's quarters in 

the 51 block. Mrs. Kuwoda wants to move even further than tha t because she 

fears that Mr. Hoshitsui may come after her to harm her. 

We will wait a couple of days, and if she doesn't decide to move  back 

with him and still wants to move farther  away,  we will get her a room in camp one. 

Mr. Hirose is supposed to make the routine changes, but we hav e been getting 

more and more of them until we are now handling just as mu ch as before. And here 

we wanted to ease out of the housing situation. Santa Anita is yelling about 

privacy so Tuki is going to put some of the partition in th ose block. We can 

only take care of the most serious welfare cases with the lumber we have on hand. 

Election.time is caning up soon. There is a notary here on se veral after-

noons a week to take care of the notary work, but he charges 25 / for the notari-

zation of an absentee ballot. He claims that this is the p ractice in Arizona. 
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There is a women 1 s  club here that meets in 72 Rec. They are chiefly 

Issei wcmen and they spend all of their time in making those paper flowers 

for funerals. They produce at cost of paper. A man came in t oday to make 

funeral arrangements for his friend, and I took down the det ails. He wants 

to have a wake service on Thursday night at the Buddhist Chu rch. After the 

funeral, the body will be cremated, and the man wants the ash es given to him. 

<Ĉ The bus situation here is not working so well. A lot of th e old women 

want to go over to pay social calls so that the workers cannot get a ride 

over. The administration is going to make a new system up. Certain people 

will get white cards for unlimited trips over to cam no. 1 a nd back. Colored 

cards will be good for one round trip. The white cards will hold priorities. 

I couldn't even get on the bus today. Lundward has put me on t he list for a 

white card 

Life in the women's bathroom» 

The bathroom in this camp is used for purposes of cleansing th e body in 

the showers and of emptying the bowels. According to Emiko, my foreign repres-

entative to that mysterious place, the women do not compla in so loudly about 

the lack of privacy. They only have two compartments part itioned in the bath-

room; in the shower room there are none. The female of the s pecies remedy the 

latter situation by turning off the lights so that their n akedness and shapeless 

bodies will be hidden from view from any possible "peepers " that may be assembled 

on the roofs of the closest barracks. The women all walk in  with big towels 
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dangling in front of their bodies. The preliminaries to the showers 

. is to engage in a little choice gossip of the day. The wat er is not turned on 

full force so that all present may share in the latest bits o f news. If a 

close friend (women) walks into the showers, they bow and bow aai bow. This 

makes water splash all over the place. The report from Be tte is that these 

women have the funniest looking busts "from having too many c hildren". Some 

of them have no bust at all. From a scientific point of view, t his character-

istic is very common among the Japanese womanhood. The leg s are usually like 

this Because of the rumors of T.B. and other hospital cases i n these 

blocks, the women usually scrub and scrub the toilet seat be fore using. Bette 

and Emiko laughed at some of the old women in the showers an d Mom gave them 

j u - v - ' v- - ;  f j&ell for being so noisy. 

The lipstick shortage has hit the Kikuchi girls  .  Bette spent all evening 

in digging out all of her old containers so that she could fil l one. It was 

10:15 before she started in with her homework in shorthand. < She says ttet 

classes may be extended to the full time on Friday. The H.S. kids now mimeo-

graph their own school paper,- two pages for the first editi on. Bette has been 

busy selling bids for the Halloween party for next Saturday n ightN She is getting 

quite active in the high school group and has extended her l ist of friendship 

quite a bit. She is very conscientious in her homework, but T om still dilly-dallies 

around. He spent all ^evening getting up information abou t each picture in his 

world's fair slide so that he could give an illustrated i»a lk on them some evening. 

<Alice and Blackie were off on a workout this evening. Blac kie is getting 

quite friendly with Eddy, a canine that belongs to one of th e teachers. Eddy 

has snubbed her so far, but we are beginning to fear for Black ie'• morals even 

though she is only four months old and don't know any bette r.^> 

n | P H H Bffll m i f̂lriyŷ MBIKI 
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Tonight I had a battle with Mom. I insisted on emptying some o f the boxes 

so that they would not all be piled up in a corner. Everyth ing I touched, Mom 

wanted to be left alone. She is perfectly willing to live o ut of a trunk. 

She refused to put her things in one of the bureau drawers say ing it wouldn't 

fit. I put them in myself and there was room left over. I put t he canned 

food for Pop up on the shelf and she said that an earthquake would make them 

fall down and hit her head. "When I told here that Arizona never had an earth-

quake, she said that the sun would spoil them. By next summe r we will have used 

all of those cans up. She objected to putting the rugs on the f loor because 

they could get too dusty* I just went ahead and moved all the f urniture in the 

other room around over her objections to leave the things all scattered about. 
< - ' • _ 

After it was all finished, she liked it. The Issei just seem to hate change 

once a thing is set. No wander they were satisfied to live i n the slums formerly 

when a lot of them could have moved out. 

^ ^ ^ i k o was sick today from a stomach ache and Alice did not do so much 

except clean the house so there were no further improvement s made except for 

putting up one curtain. Tom plugged up a knothole in the flo or.^> 

Mom likes to keep her fingers in everything even though it is not necessary 

for her to work. She should be resting up, but she has no c onfidence in the 

Japanese doctors. Without any cooking to do, it has becom e a sort of ritual 

for her to'prepare us a little snack in the evening. She i s sewing every day,-

curtains and Miyako's clothes. In her spare time, she loo ks a|~the pictures in 

the magazines I brought. 
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Mom does not feel so worried about the future. She probably l ikes it here. 

She has not said very much about the future of her childre n, although she must 

realize that there is a long future ahead of them and it cert ainly can't be in 

this place. Maybe by next year, we may be able to work out som ething. I am 

> 

going to try and get a job in the middle west or in the east, alth ough the 

possibilities do not look so good. Mom would rather have the ccmforts of this 

place, but I don't think that it will be so good for the kids. Em iko is still 

undecided about the future, although she says that she woul d like to be a 

dental hygienist. Next year Bette will be getting out o f H.S. and this place does 

not offer much for them« Alice will stagnate if she remain s here, but she seems 

to like this sort of life. She thinks more of the immediate th ings and does not 

think much about the implications of Relocation and possib le aftermath. Without 

these things to concern her, she can be happy here. Angelo i s getting impatient 

in Chicago and he is soon heading out this way. 

The lulling into a false sense of security can be easy to fall i nto, 

especially on the part of the older Issei and the maturing Ni sei. They are not 

aware of the background and the problems facing the group a nd they do not realize 

what a dangerous thing the whole evacuation program is,- a lthough they protest 

against it on the basis of social discrimination chiefly. A t the same time they 

talk of going back to their old life after this is all over. 

I was talking to Bette and Emiko for a while earlier in the e vening, and 

they wondered what was going to happen to us. I was at a loss fo r an answer. 

Emiko asked me who was going to win the war, and Bette answered right away that 

the  All ies  couldn't lose* She felt that if it were not for Russia the caused 

would already have been lost. Emiko believed that De Witt would make things 
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harder for final resettlement if the U.S. suffered any more reverses. Bette 

believed that we were losing too many battles in the Pacifi c and wondered 

why we had not started to roll fully yet. From talking with th em, it impressed 

me that they really felt and spoke like Americans, and they d o not have the so 

often typical Nisei attitude of not identifying themselve s with this country-

stay here will affect them. They do not have the multiple Caucasian contacts that 

they had in H.S. Their degree of assimilation has been much mo re than the majority 

of the Nisei girls in this camp. This is due to their forme r environment where 

they had no Nisei friends and were not unduly influenced by the Issei mind. Mom 

and Pop have also been further ahead in assimilation, due to the Caucasian con-

tacts in their barber shop. They met a cosmopolitan lot with  all those sailors 

and soldiers who used to come in for a haircut. So far, I hav e not noticed them 

reviving any of the old Japanese customs, except for the b owing. Mom only does 

it a couple of times. Pop only does it once. They seemed to have given up most 

of these practices, although Mom may revive some of them. B ut I am afraid that 

the kids would tend to laugh at any of them, and we certainly  wouldn*t have 

them in the house. Even now, little Japanese is used in t he household. 

Japanese know how a lengthy 
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of 

BLOCK MANAGER'S MEETING 

Absentee  t 

Date  j 
Time } 

Place: 

October 28, 1942 
9j00 a.m. 
Central Block Office, 42-3-D 
Mr. Kuwabara 

Meeting was called to order by Chairman Harry Miyake. It was requested 

that all Block Managers send their block olerk to the meetin gs in their absence, 

since there are always some important matters to be discus sed. 

Instructions about clothing issuance were received by Mr. Huso. At this 

time, Mr. T. Ishikawa of the Clothing Department was intrp duced, who immediately 

proceeded with instructions covering clothing. Two pam phlets were passed out 

to be read and studied by the Block Managers. Any question s to be answered are 

to be brought up at the Special Meeting to be held on October S O, 1942 at 9:00 

a.m. at 42-3-D at vhich time Mr. Huso and Mr. Cholt will be pr esent. 

The temporary Community Council willset a definite date for election for all 

new blocks, registration, and closing date of registrati on. 

The following topic of disoussions are to be referred to t he Community Council, 

It was requested by Block Managers in 30 and 31 that traffic a round these 

blocks be cut down. 

Requested that the Chairman of Block Council be put on the p ayroll. 
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Regarding the barbers, beautician, shoemakers, etc., is j ust a matter of 

license. Of course, a small fee will be charged, the wage s will be deducted 

and the balance will be put in the Community Fund. 

It was requested that bicycle be obtained for the block mana gers to go on 

emergency calls and other importaat matters. 

On October 27 about 3jl5 p.m. an emergency hospital call was put in by one 

of the block managers but was ignored by the hospital saying that all home calls 

were cancelled. Upon investigating, it was found that only o ne doctor was at 

liberty the rest were at Camp 1 on an emergency operatio n. It was asked that 

the Community Council take up this matter about hospital c alls with Dr. Sleath. 

However, the chairman requested that all block managers us e his discretion in 

making emergency call to the hospital. Until the telephon es are installed, 

it seems that the only way to put in an call to the hospital is through the 

Warden, Fire Department, stop a passing truck or car, or t he Housing Department. 

It was stated that early morning workers are disturbing th e peace on their 

way to work. 
« 

The following business pertained to the different blocks s 

Mr. Uyesaka stated that some of the buildings in his blocks w ere unpainted. 

Is it possible to obtain paint to do unfinished work? Block s 49 and 48 are also 

unpainted in spots. As soon as the contractors leave here,  the Army will be here 

to check the entire camp and any unfinished business will  be the responsibility 

of the contractors. 

Mr. Miyata asked if barrack 13 and 14 in Block 73 can be occ upied, until the 

hospital fumigates these two rooms nobody is to step insid e. 

Block Manager 28 stated that there is a shortage of seven mes s tables in his 
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mess hall. How soon is this available? 

All recreational activities within the block for the people in the 

blocks must be referred to the CAS at Rec. 56, Mr. Harry Ot a, Director. 

The CAS will be more than glad to offer any assistance in the interest of 

young people. The Recreation Hall in each block is under the c ontrol of 

the CAS and permission for use must be obtained from them. 

It was asked whether some of the ditches and ground could be  leveled 

off with tractor but according to Mr. Kasamatsu the Administ ration and the 

Maintenance Department will be unable to assist, but Mr. Ota ni replied 

that much of this improvement may be done with the cooperat ion of the people 

in the block working together, since everyone in the block is responsible 

for the cleaning and upkeep of the ground in which they resi de. Block 73 is 

the only exception to this rule, the reason is because of the  rocky ground. 

Regarding missing or stolen equipment when there is no evide nce to claim 

the article the block manager in particular cases should g et together with 

the manager of neighbor block and settle such dispute. The ch airman requests 

that the block managers make a list of all repairing and repl acing to be 

done for the next meeting. It seems that there has been qu ite a number of 

damages inflicted on buildings and the surrounding vicini ty which ®ust be 

looked into. 

It was requested that block managers call attention to par ents at 

^respective meetings regarding the conduct of young people on streets and in 

public. 
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Mr. Sera of the Property Department was asked to furnish a list of 

necessary office supplies for each Block Manager's offi ce. The bulletin 

boards for the mess hall and block manager's office will be f urnished in 

the near future. The ironing board pads were also requested again. 

A General Discussion was held on the following subject: 

Partition Lumber. The first order for 215 partition lumber i s in 

and most of the material is here. However, those in right no w will be 

used for welfare and urgent cases. 

Absent Employee* Absence of employee on account of illnes s must 

first obtain an okay from the doctor; a paid replacement may then be made 

temporarily but not for over 20 days. 

Sanitation of Latrines? Several complaints were brought in by the 

people saying that the janitors and janitresses in the bloc ks are not 

keepiiqg the latrines clean the block managers were asked t o warn their 

employees. The janitor and janitress are requesting for ru bber gloves 

and sanitary cans. A drainage system should be installed in the women's 

latrine. The plaster boards are wearing out with daily clea ning on the 

border of  ttie  walls 1x12 should be put on the bottom to prevent too much 

wear. 

City Beautificationi Mr. Ninokawa asked if another person could be 

obtained as a block gardener in view of the fact that beautif ication of 

the ground around the mess halland latrines are to be starte d in the near 

future, which will required the use of another person. 

Wide spaces between the floor of some apartment are to be ta ken care 

of with the laying of alinoleum and composition  material  which are already 

here. 
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The installation of telephone will be done in the specified block 

as soon as the Administration telephones are finished. 

The matter of Milk Station for baby feeding will be loo ked into at 

oai.ce, 

A notary public will be furnished by Mr. Kawai and will be in the 

newspaper* 

With the Sign Shop available now it was requested that unif orm sign 

for Mess Halls and Block Manager's Office be made. 

Requested if a removable type of screens be installed i n the mess 

hall to facilitate cleaning cf windows on both sides. 

All discrepancy regarding mess halls and crews should be taken up 

•with Mr. Tanaka of Mess Operations. 

Meal tickets will be furnished to blocks as soonas the new b looks 

are filled and settled. 

Lack of transportation has delayed arrival of freight an d delayed 

the installation of the Fire Prevention Bulbs. AS soon as th e trucks are 

available they will be installed in each barrack. 

Who will be responsible when damaged goods are received wi ll be 

looked into. 

In order that evacuees may have their belonging "Jgriri in Federal 

Warehouse by outsider or friends in town they must first  write to the 

nearest Federal Reserve Bank in either San Francisco or Los Jngeles and 

make application for storage. This question of some of the V acaville, 
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Suisun and Winters evacuees receiving their stored baggage without their 

consent will be checked, since no Federal storage is to be re ceived at 

present until the warehouse in this camp is finished. 

It was request that we bring up to the Community Council an Industrial 

Department. 

As there were no further business -the meeting adjourned at 11*00 a.m. 

> 
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Today was one of the coldest days that we have had. The sky w as 

overcast and a chilly wind blew. Everyone was wearing t heir G.I. jackets. 

I went to work with just my T shirt on and I almost froze. I kep t think-

about that old man who only had old pants and a thin shirt. The clothing 

issue for him had not come through yet so I got Michii to bring that box 

of Tulare clothes down from the 65 Rec Hall. They were using the box for 

a card table and the old men were rather startled when we snatc hed it from 

right under them. I opened up the box with a screwdriver. Mo st of the 

clothes in it were for women and babies, but I did manage to f ind one 

sweater so I took it out to the old man. 

^^This evening the lights suddenly went out. It may have bee n some 

sort of blackout because it blinked on and off three times  before it went 

out. We went outside and saw three red flares in the dista nce. 

The chances for the lights ¿¿going on again did not look so go od, so 

we all went to bed and just talked. Bette is one'of the chairme n of the 

H.S. Hallowe'en Paity and she wanted suggestions for ga mes. If they happen 

to show the picture "How Green was my Valley" she threatens t o go to the 

show instead. Bette is interested in seeing if the H.S. co uld have some 

sort of a current events class so she is going to speak to th e teacher 

tomorrow. She believes that the girls in her group are too e ager to 

"apologize" for the Japanese and she doesn't want to get tha t way. We also 

talked about where the oil heater should go. Today the car penters came in 

to plan out where to cut the hole in the ceiling for the stove pipe. We 

picked out a good place where it will not affect our furnit ure arrangement 

very much. 
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^ ^ Suddenly about 9»30 the lights went on, I got out of be d to make this 

entry. First, I made some chocolate and toast for ourselves . Bette and 

Emiko lay in bed like princesses while I served them. Bette h ad to study 

for her first Spanish test tomorrow. She is now reading a m agazine. 

Emiko has been having trouble with her stomach again, so sh e stayed in bed 

today. The rest are all asking already in the other room. Ali ce has 

not moved over yet. 

It is a funny thing about those oil heaters. They were going to put 

in gas heaters. The pipes are all laid, but apparently ther e has been some 

trouble in getting gas here to take care of 14,000 people. All that pipe 

will be wasted. It would probably cost the IRA much more if they took the 

pipe up,with wages so high these days for Caucasian emplo yees. Perhaps they 

could start a project and let the evacuees do it. Pipe must co st about 6/ 

a foot now. There is a terrific lot of pipe around here that h as been put 

into the gas line. We can mark this as typical government eff iciency. 

Two wardens have been put on the scrap pile.' Lumber is so s carce that 

passes are being issued to go through the junk down therel O nly the Santa 

Anita people can get these passes. They are doing a little b uilding around 

here yet and allthe scrap will be piled up down there for the m so that they 

can at least put up shelves. The camouflage net buildings are almost 

finished, but they are just starting to build a new wing to t he administration 

building and the scraps will be placed there for them. 
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A warden has also been put on each of the buses going over t o the 

other camp, and the pass system has been instituted. Only w orkers and 

other special cases will be allowed to take the bus. For th e past 

couple of days, \ has been having some sort of an art exhibit, 

and a lot of people have been jamming up the buses so much that the workers 

could not commute. With the tire shortage so acute, the admin istration 

wants to cut the social visiting down to an absolute minimu m. 

With the rain and the nippy weather, the Santa Anitans are y elling 

for yeaters. They have cause for complaint since some of th ose blocks 

still have no lights or hot water. Candles are not obtaina ble at the 

Canteen. They should get the water and lights by tomorrow . The situation 

would be bearable in the warm weather, but not now. The S.A. g roup one 

was aware of our housirg policy and some of the families are m oving without 

notifying us and putting padlocks on the empty barracks to reserve them 

for themselves. We have to get this mess cleaned up, so we are s topping 

all housing adjustments for about a week so that we can chec k up and get 

the records straight̂ ^N,, 

Lately we have been getting more of these request to move "cousins' 1 

in with a bachelor. The "cousins" usually turn out to be si ngle women 

so we are getting mighty suspicious and have cancelled thes e changes 

pending investigation. Today a young Santa Anita Nisei ba chelor came in 

and he wanted to move his  H cousin" in ipith him and take a separate apart-

ment. I went out to see the "cousin" and the family with \|hic h she was 

staying said that she had no relatives. This makes us very s keptical about 

this vase. Gila Morals Squad, on your guardJ If it involves an Issei pair 



1027 

Charles  ¿Kikuchi 
30/10/42 

we do not care so much, unless the woman involved has a husb and interned 

and we would want her to be true to him. Helen, of course , is shocked at 

those relationships as she is a nice Christian girl. 

i are also having our troubles with the Tularians now. So me of them 

are coming in and complaining that they are getting a raw de al in housing, 
V 

Six or seven of them said; "When I see all of those Santa A nita people 

with only two or three in a family occupying a whole apartmen t, I get mad, 

I demand one for myself. We have stood it for two months now , and we should 

be the first to get more space, I don't "think that I am bein g selfish about 

it. It should be first ccme, first serve." 

We did give these over-crowded blocks a chance to move bef ore the 

Santa Anitans came in, but they did not respond then because they felt 

settled and did not wish to take everything down. Now we h ave to use up a 

lot of remainirg barracks to bring over more people from Co ral as they are 

still greatly overcrowded over there. If they don't want to move over here, 

then we can give the Tulare blocks more room if they still wan t it. We have 

one whole block empty, plus a considerable number of ext ra rooms 
The girls of block 65 have a novel idea to improve their sh ower room. 

They went around last night in their block and collected 1 5/ from each 

family. This money will be spent to buy material at the cant een so that they 

can make ̂  shower curtains and put in other improvements in th eir block 

bathroom. They even plan to get a big mirror. Small mirrors have been 

placed in most blocks, but if they are not screwed in, somebo dy is liable to 

purloin it. m our block, the mirror has been taken. Some g enerous soul 
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put his own mirror in with a sign "Everybody use it. n By the next day 

somebody had stolen that one, too« Now we have no mirror and  the fellows 

have totring their own*to shave with. 

lot of furniture is being stored across from our present hous ing 

i center» It is all government stored stuff which belonged tp the evacuees 

from Vacaville and it has been sent out here. The governm ent plans to 

send all furniture stored i'n the government warehouse out to the Relocation 

camp so  that it will not be liable for any damages^ 

I was talkiiqg to Joe Onochi and Jim, who are on the Constitu tional 

Committee, over in camp no. 1 while I was over there today. T hey are 

rapidly finishing up the drafting of it. Was greatly surpr ised to hear 

that the nominees for the Community Council would be selec ted from a list 

presented by each (block council chairman. They said that t his would give 

the Issei some consolation. I asked them if they realized wha t they were 

doing. The block council is composed of heads of families. T his means 

that these councils are chiefly Issei. In the past temporary  community 

council election, they have already indicated their metho ds,- selecting 

Kibei who would be favorable to them. This system lets the I ssei control 

the elections since they do all of the nominating. Joe seems to think 

that this is the best plan. I then told him that they should i nsist upon a 

good command of the English language as one of the qualifi cations since 

these Councilors will have many contacts with the admi nistration. Joe agreed 

to this, and they will include this clause in the Constitut ion. But I still 
* 

think we should have more check on the Issei control for th e welfare of the 

whole community. 
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I was thinking today that we may lose many of our most capable Nisei is* 

leaders if the WRA program to get the evacuees out of the c 'enters as easily 

as possible is successful. It stands to reason that the mo st capable will 

be the ones who will be more aggressive and they are the ones w ith the most 

chance of getting outside employment. If there are consider able members 

leaving, the leadership in the Relocation camps will be eve n weaker and the 

morale would certainly drop. It will also make the THIRA pro gram in the camps 

very indefinite with the possibility of less progress. Th ey would not 

want to invest too heavily in the centers if it is going to be e mptied out 

first.  < (̂ hat they willprobably do will be to develop a few of the c enters 

a lot and then lump the camps if a lot of the evacuees are suc cessfully 

resettled. A lot will depend upon the public reaction/) I th ink that the 

IRA should resettle the people in small groups in various p laces in the 

Middle West and support them until they get established, since most of the 

evacuees do not have capital to start out on their own. This relocation 

camp set-up is not a too healthy idea,- too much of an "Indian ward of the 

Government" set-up. The evacuees need competition from th e Caucasians <n 

surrounding f in the same towî to keep them on their toes. Too 

much false security in this present set-up. 

Raymond Takeyama came in to see me this afternoon  .to  see if I would 

do anything about his most unfortunate case. I have to prepa re a report 

on his case so that I can present it to Lundward tomorrow. 

Raymond is 25 years old. He had his own retail produce store in Los 

Angeles previous to evacuation. He is the head of his family  consisting 

of an aged mother and two sisters. Two other brothers are married, and 

have left the center. 
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[ 3 Raymond was working/the butcher shop at Tulare last Augu st 14 near 

a fellow who was chopping a bone -with a cleaver, A piece o f steel flew 

off of the cleaver and pierced his eyelid and eyeball. He was sent to the 

Tulare General Hospital and an operation was performed to ge t the steel out 

and save his right eye. It was not successful, so he was sent t o the 

Barnett ias- Sanitarium in Fresno for another operation. Fo r the next 

month he was transferred to the Fresno General Hospital, On Sept, 26, his 

eyeball was removed, 

A hemorrhage then set in and he had to stay in the hospital until Oct. 

2, when he was sent here with the Fresno group. His eye stil l runs freely. 

After the socket heals a glass eye will be put in by speciali sts in Phoenix. 

Rtsgr  feels a little bitter about it all, but not unduly so. He fe els that was any 

he has been rendered partially unemployable, and he aske d me if there/way 

to get compensation, He does not feel that a glass eye is suff icient. Under 

the Social Security Act and State Compensation Laws, Ifc Ry would have been 

eligible to compensation. But in a relocation center, Ray does not know if 

he has any redress, and he wants me to find out. He did not w ant to sue the 

Government, as he felt that this would cast a wrong reflect ion upon him. At 

the same time he did not want his case forgotten becaus e he felt that what 

little money he did receive would never compensate for the l oss of an eye. 

I have to find out if evacuee workers are protected when ac cidents of this 

sort happen. It would not be fair to make the group suffer t hese risks with-

out any protection at all, especially with the cash wages be ing so low. Every 

citizen is entitled to protection from labor disabilitie s, and the Social 

Security Act and State Compensation laws have been passed t o provide some of 
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this protection. Even evacuees should be included in it. I h ave heard 

that the Government takes no responsibility beyond medica l care for 

injuries suffered in the camouflage net project (from the lint in the 

lungs)  but this  hardly sounds fair 

The camp is almost settled now and there will only be scatter ed 

people coming in now. There are 5500 people in 0CM*p i and 8 042 in Butte 

(hasty addition). In our camp there is a total of 32 blocks for residents 

to live in. Tulare occupies 18 blocks with 5000 people. Tu rlock has 5 

blocks for 1350 people. Santa Anita has 5 3/4 blocks for 127 1 people. 

Stockton-Fresno has 396 people in 1 1/4 blocks. There are tw o blocks set 

aside for the doctors and hospital workers and families, pl us the sick 

and the ill. 25 people from Tanforan are scattered, and we a lso have a few 

from Pomona center. There is one doctor from Tule, with sc attered members 

from Poston and other centers. The Santa Anitans really ha ve the most space 

proportionately,- as they have fewer people in more blocks. They average 

around 250 per block while the rest of the camp averages c lose to 295. 

Of the rest of the blocks, 4 blocks are Eec Centers, 3 are war ehouse 

blocks, 2 are used for school, 2 empty school lots, 1 block f or administration, 

1 Caucasian'living center, 1 block civic center, and 1 unass igned empty lot. 

This makes a total of 47 blocks in all in our camp. The fire de partment and 

the high school are yet to be built. The hospital is almost co mpleted. 

such a crowdedsituation, many of the Rec halls are being used  for 

other purposes. Another one was taken today to store the f urniture that is 

being shipped in from its Government storehouse. The Rec h alls are always 

taken when space is needed for other purposes. Since Yeaton left about 3 

weeks ago, no new director has been appointed and the progra m is going along 

rather slowly. 

<Wi 
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The special pass system to ride on the bus has created a lo t of 

resentment among some of the people. We had to explain to lo ts of 

people that it was only being put into effect because of the t ire shortage. 

Not all of the people knew of this new system, and they someh ow got over 

here without a pass. They were only given a return pass wi th the understand 

ing that they would not be given another. 

About 50 came this morning on a special pass to attend a fun eral, but 

the bus did not show up to take them back. The regular bus would not take 

them since they had no card saying that they could get on , so that they were 

lef t stranded until 2:00 p.m. when Lundward came and wr ote them out a pass 

Out in the hallway this afternoon there was a long line of Ni sei waiting 

to get their absentee ballots notarized. The Notary Public c omes only three 

afternoons a week. He was charging 25/ for the service. The N isei all 

complained that they were guaranteed that they would not be charged for 

voting. The man s&id that under the Arizona law, he could charge. looked 

in the policy manual of the 7IIRA, but nothing is said about charges^) However, 

the Administration has decided that the evacuees should not be charged. 

Starting 'Monday there will be no fee for absentee ballots a nd all those that 

have paid will receive refunds. 

I had a different kind of case today. This morning a Mrs. Ma y Xicotn-

catl came down to see me for a "private talk." She is a young N isei married 

to a Mexican Indian, who lives in California. Mrs, X is a qu iet sort of 

person and does not have too much personality. She is a ve ry religious 

woman. 
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She stated that she came in from Santa Anita on the last c ontingent. 

She was all alone so that Helen assigned her with three othe r women in the 

single women's bachelor quarters,- Mrs. K, Mrs. N., and Mrs . K. All are 

elderly. Issei women. Mrs. K. is ¿¿» woman in hiding from he r "common law" 

husband. 

It was Mrs. X's story that a young Nisei called on Mrs. N. every night 

and that he slept with the woman all night in one of those sing le cots. 

This was very shocking to Mrs. X. because she is a very de vout Seventh Day 

Adventist. She felt that under such conditions she could no t read her Bible 
;  A > I 

or get in the modd to pray. She said that she could not sta nd having and 

seeing such a thing going on, and she wanted to move immediat ely. 

Mrs. K., of all persons, also objects to this illicit relati onship 

because "more than one man comes to sleep." The man that Mrs. K. had been 

sleeping with herself found out where she lived and he came barging in and 

demanded that she return to him. She wants to move again with M rs. X. 

(Mrs. X. thinks the man is Mrs. K's husbandI) so that I arr anged to assign 

them to another room in the Santa Anita block and a partit ion will be put 

in. I haven't talked to Mrs. K's "man" yet, but will call him in for an 

interview and tell him that he will have to quiet down an d quit bothering 

her. This plan will solve both Mrs. K's and Mrs. X's problems  for the 

present. 

As for Mrs. S. and Mrs. N., I will wait until the change is ef fected 

so that Mrs. X won't get Hell. Mrs. S. is a tough baby. Henry S . is the 

boy that goes to sleep with Mrs. S. He is a member of our honor able police 

ifii BH n n  MB 
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force as he is a wardeni <This is really funny because Chief Wi lliamson 

sent us a memo today to investigate this illicit relationshi p because he 

doesn't want any commercial prostitution to start here. He w ants us to 

report my findings back to him and also to notify Dr. Sleat h, the chief 

medical director here^ 

n ^ V Henry S. is only half Japanese, and he looks Caucasian. But he spent 

ten years in Japan so that he can't speak English very well. H is mother 

lives in California somewhere. Mrs. S. tells Mrs. X that th e reason why 

Henry sleeps with her is that the fellow is a bachelor and the o ld men 

that he stays with won't wake him up in time so that he can go to  work. 

Today was his day off, but he stayed over at the women's quar ters last 

night. I am going to see him tomorrow. 

The gossipers all know- that Henry "stays for breakfast" and the old 

women of that block are raising a fuss because they don't w ant a house of 

prostitution in their block. The Japanese sometines get ov erly narrow 

minded and they talk about everyone, ̂ t ^ is a simple matter f or a social 

worker to get information around here. Helen and Butch also talk about 

the cases and they are not fully aware that all data is stric tly confident-

ial. Lundward has been concerned over this "leakage" (a lot goes out from 

jJ  ' - , ^ . 

Mr. Mijara) and he wanted to know if I would have time to give a  class in 

case work technique. This is impossible with the increasin g case loads, but 

I told him that I tell them what I know in an informal way ahd h ave offered 

them the use of some of my books. 
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Taki is getting fed up with the housing situation and he may re sign. 

He wants Butch to take his place, but we need Butch in our de partment 

because pretty soon the whole clothing issue will be turne d over to us 

according to Ldfeidward. Nobody is supposed to know this y et, as they want 

to work out the details. Butch is a good man because he is ma ture, and 

he is always calm. He uses good judgment in handling the pe ople, 

I spent all afternoon making out the forms for all the clot hing oases. 

We are putting them all through on a relief basis. There is so m uch 

governmental red tape to go through merely to give a need y family some clothes. 

I recommend the needs to LHuadward and he okays* 1 it. Then it has to be sent 

to Hoffman for his "Ok." Then it goes to Cozzens, the project director for 

his "OK". Then it goes to Slitsvsen, who issues it at his lei sure. We then 

take the clothing order to the needy client and he goes to the C anteen where 

the clothes are issued. The Canteen manager "OKs" it and the n it goes through 

another series of maneouvers before it is finally charged to the Community 

Project. There is no use of all those  n OKs" because after Landward they 

merely rubber stamp it with their names. Lftpdward went to t ell them that 

our department was able to exercise sufficient judgment in t hese cases and 

this prolonged process onlydslayed matters. I filled out f orms for 37 

families this afternoon as they were the most urgent cases . If we take over 

the issuance of all the clothing allowances, we will have t o increase the 

staff greatly. 

Mima and Kawaii don't have much to do these days and they sit a round 

talking with friends who drop in, or else read the papers . Suckie works 

I f / 
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like a horse. She has too much to do for one secretary and she i s only 

getting $16.50 a month. This is not consistent because some o f the 

secretaries at Housing Headquarters get $19.00 and the y just sit around. 

Suckie is going to be Henderson's secretary, but Lundwar d can't find a 

good girl to take her place. A lot of girls around here cl aim to be 

secretaries, but they are not very good. They have few goo d Nisei sec-

retaries in this eamp^^. 

A lot of the Nisei are getting the repratriation forms and t hey come 

in a&ing why they are sent to them. All of them have declined  the 

"opportunity" to go to Japan on the Gripsholm. Some of the Is sei want to 

go, but the number is not too great. If any of the Nisei go, the y lose 

citizenship forever. 

ce school started there has been a scarcity of messenger bo ys, so 

that girls are now being used. The messengers only deliver t o the admini-

strative departments so that if we want to see any of the residents, a 2/ 

stamp is put on it and it is sent through the mails. The WRA feels that 

this is cheaper than using a car, but it does seem to be an unne cessary 

waste. If they got bicycles for messingers, probably more pe ople would 

want their job. Messengers only get $12.00 a month. 

Mimi had a bfcwling fit this afternoon. She has been trying t o get her 

mother here from Wyoming ever since she came because she want s her to take 

care of her when the baby comes. Earl doesn't mind if his mo ther-in-law 

lives with them. After the way Mimi threw out his mother , I have my doubts. 

Earl needs to rely more on his own self if he is ever goin g to break away 

from his mama's apronstrings. He has his choice now, bu t if the mother-in-

law comes, he won't have a chance. 
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Mini's application got lost somehow and it wound up in Wash ington 

D.C. In the meantime the Director up there asked Mimi to find out if 

we had housiig facilities down here. Whe was joking around so that 

Lundward and I kidded her along. She interpreted this serio usly and 

thought that Lundward was turning down the request. All of a s udden she burst 

out crying and left in a huff. I went up there later to tell he r that 

the application went through -from the other end and that we had nothing to 

do with it. I asked her to see Lundward on Monday, but she w as still crying 

and said that she was never going to speak to Lundward again , so there! 

The block managers are sticking more cr less to their functions officially, 

but unofficially they are trying to whip up the political i nterest. In our 

block, only about 24 Nisei registered for the elections for a temporary 

community council membership from our block. The block man agers (they 

call themselves the "Block Heads'*) have decided to use En glish at their 

meetings although there is no official regulation on that. Each meeting 

they try to get some member of the administrative staff t o come to talk 

to them.^The block managers now pick up the pay checks from t hé Finance 

Department and distribute them to the people in their block s. The 

Sept. pay checks are expected soon. 

A lot of the residents are wondering about clothes lines. The adminis-

tration may try to provide sane. There is not much chance th at a bank will 
formed 

be set up here unless one is ie^waréed by the community. I see t hat the 

> 
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Interior security has turned the parolees back to us, (in the Oct, 21 

Block Mgr. Minutes.) This has been kicked around for quite awhile. 

There isn't anything to except to change the address 

The city beautification is coming along steadily. Flowers have been 

planted around the Administration Building and some of the mess halls. 

Grass and flower seeds will be given free to the residents by the Public 

Works Department, Two nurseries are growing plants and shrubs to be trans 

planted here later on. Free stocks have also been ordered for spring 

planting. Tools will also be lent upon request. Cabbage plan ts will also 

be given to residents. Right now it is planned to have a harves t festival 

on Thanksgiving and a  n Dai-Kon H Queen will be chosenl 

^^^The block managers are also requesting that the chair man of the block 

council be put on the payroll. The B.M. also believe that the ir prestige 

will be increased if bicycles were given to them run the ir errands. 

The Administration has been slow in getting needed services started --

barbers, beauticians, and shoemakers. So far the barbers ha ve been in 

private enterprise, making 2 5 p e r head. Later on, they wi ll be put on the 

payroll and a small license fee will be charged by the Co mmunity Council. < 

All of the rest of the money, beyond wages, will go into the co mmunity fund. 

The linoleum far the floors is supposed to be here, but no me ntion 

has been made as to when it will be laid. Six carpenters (at $1 .30 per hour) 

came around to cut the 18-inch holes in the ceiling for the oil heaters. 
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One sawed and the other five kibitzed. It took them three hou rs to out 

the  two  holes in our apartment. They experimented on ours so that it 

took them a long time. I hope that they don't out holes allover the 

ceiling as we have plenty of ventilation now with those cr acks in the 

floors. The carpenter said that all holes and oil heaters h ave to be 

uniform so I think that they wilMrun into some problems where people have 

built closets and other things* Ours came out "okay" and i t did not 

bother our furniture arrangement in the least. 

The new hospital laundry is getting the equipment put in a nd they 

had a lot of big boxes for the machinery. Emiko went over to g et one of 

the&e-gp- them for a dog^-house, but one of those greedy Sa nta Anita Japs 

had claimed every one of them,- even the unpacked ones and he  wouldn't 

let Emiko even touch a board. So Blackie bit him in the ankle. Blackie 

is very fascinated by the fire plug over there, but Eddy (an other caniiie) 

has priorities to it. 

put up a lamp over Bette's bed so that she .could study there w hen 

it gets cold. But Bette has been reading a movie magazine al l evening. 

Now Emiko demands a light for her bed.^^ 

Al was over for a while. He is one of the Nisei teachers. He s ays 

that two more of the Caucasian teachers quit today. They ca n't commute 

from the neighboring towns because of the tire shortage, a nd they don't want 

to live here. They feel that they are too good to ride on the bus pro-

vided them. It looks like the H.S. faculty is going to be mighty sad. 

Bette says that full day classes will begin on Monday. 
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We thought that we had Mrs. X and Mrs. K. all settled wh en we assigned 

them a room by themselves. But Mrs. K. suddenly changed her m ind, and she 

went back to ter "common law husband." This leaves Mrs. X all alone in a 

room and we tried to find a family for her to go in with since we could not 

let her have the room by herself. 

I was  on "the  way down to see the but Williamson happened 

along, so I went over to the warden's office since he alread y knew of the 

case. He got pretty griped when he found that one of his own w ardens was 

the person staying overnight and he said that he was going to  call him in 

and "kick his a --out of the place." I suggested that this wa s rather 
V 

drastic actiai and that maybe he should be given another c hance. Williamson 

said that he could not have such things going on in his force  if he wanted 

the wardens to get the respect of the community. I could see hi s point 

there, ̂ e has already dismissed some of his wardens becaus e they took part 

in gambling games. During the hot days some of the boys go loa f in the 

warehouse refrigerators, and he has warned them on tlkat.  One of the things 

that he is very careful about is to see that they do not abus e» their 

positions. He plans to get a sort of khaki uniform for them s oon. This 

should add to their prestige^ 

Williamson said that he would check to see if the boy was th e guilty 

party, particularly since we only have Mrs. X's word on i t. It's probably 

true, but I think that the two Issei women should be the ones to be put on 
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the carpet because they no doubt took advantage of the y outh»s innocence, 

^illiamson said that he sends many of his cases over to us beca use he 

had no trained person on his staff that could take care of thi ngs. He 

also has this problem of too much gossiping by the force. He i s trying 

to get the boys to realize their responsibilities more by gi vin them 

weekly lectures on police methods. He also issues quite a n umber of 

general policy orders to his force. The warden's office in R ec 66 looks 

like it will be a permanent office. He had some nice desks bu ilt in 

and the office is plentifully supplied with office furnit ure. Still 

don't know what Earl does down there. He seems to be a sort of flunkey, 

as he is not listed in any of Williamson's important posit ions. 

Somebody sent in a complaint that a lot of duckboards from the 

shower rooms had been stolen, but Williamson decided not to p ress 

larceny charges because one of the doctors had said that these boards 

were unsanitary and condemned. He had our block listed as the most 

guilty culprits and I thought for a moment that we were going to lose our 

front porch! 

Our block manager is trying to stir up interest in the specia l 

election to find a temporary community council represen tative, for our 

block. Ben Obata is being put up by the young doctors-denti st-nurse 

clique in our block. Yerlin Yamamamoto thinks that I am goi ng to run and 

he keeps asking me. I tojd him that I couldn't give Ben any com petition 

and that I wasn't in the slightest bit interested. 
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Next Wednesday the JACL will hold its first general meeting to 

elect the officers. Nobu and Ken pulled a smart bit of publici ty in 

getting the World War veterans to give a statement that they w ere  100% 

behind the JACL. They are trying hard to get Issei confidenc e in them 

once more as they feel that they can accomplish more. Too mu ch of this 

Issei influence is what made the JACL weak-kneed in the p ast and the 

Issei group is pretty powerful around here. 

Surprised to learn that Cozzens is a soil conservation ma n. He is 

only the acting director and has had some experience with t he Japanese. 

He was born in San Jose, Californi 

The truck drivers work pretty hard, but at least they get a t aste 

of freedom. The Indian drivers have all been fired now, and they get 

to drive to Casa Grande and even Phoenix for loads. They are e scorted 

by the MP's. This system cuts dcwrn the expense for the WRA a nd the Nisei 

drivers are much more efficient. Take Nobu, who drives the b iggest 

also drove one for the Shima Transfer Company in San Fran cisco. Figuring 

out everything he gets room, board, clothes, cash,- he almo st makes as 

much as he did for Shima, and he works fewer  hours I  He only got $55.00 

a month for Shima. He says that this job is easier because h e doesn't 

have to help load. The truck drivers are beginning to dev elop some sort 

of slang language of.their own. "That does itJ" "Pull the e ars over." 

"Jap slaves" (the loaders). "Hawaiian Primp" (for loaf ers). They also 

are developing a choice bit of language which they use when t hey pass a 

group of girls. 
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C^The temperature has taken quite a drop in the past few day s. On 

Tuesday it was 92°, while today it was around 65° high. This mo rning 

it was 42° and so cold that>I did not stir out of bed to go t o break-, 

fast. The lower it ever gets is 9° above. If it gets much col der, we 

will need those oil heaters in a hurry. They are getting e nough 

heaters so that each partitioned room will also get a heat er. It's 

really not that cold, only the sudden change is very noticea ble. 

Bette went to her Fellowship Hallowe'en Pary tonight. The gi rls 

washed all of the windows today so that I could nail up the ch eese-

cloth screens. I spent all afternoon making a dog house out o f a big 

crate that I got from the hospital supply room. Our hospital is ex-

pected to have a general opening about November 15. We will  have plenty 

of medical supplies. There are crates and crates of all sor ts of 

medical goods sent from the Army Quartermaster in St. Loui s^> 

Angelo seems to be getting tired of waiting for Alice in Chi cago. 

He sees Mariko a lot, but he doesn't like the city. He under stands 

Alice's position so he is heading back to California as h e feels he 

will get drafted into the Army soon. He will stop here on his way 

back for a visit. Pop seems to be doing fairly well in the hos pital, 

but he doesn't talk yet. One of the patients read the frequen t letters 

to him which the kids send. I don't know what Angelo's comin g back will 

mean to Alice's plais, but she is caught between two diffic ult decisions. 

I personally believe that she should go now if she really wa nts to get 
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married. She could not do much for Pop anyway. Her devotion  to the 

family has always been close, but it probably has been int ensified with 

the evacuation. Then again, it may be an indication of the fe ar for 

the future. Mom and Pop were resigned to Alice's marrying a Caucasian; 

but with this development, Mom now feels relieved that she i s apparently 

going to stay here. As long as she does not indicate her deci sion, she 

will be always open to comments of "Well, you are not goin g to stay here 

all the time, anyway." She seems in no hurry to get a job. Neither does 

Emiko. Bette has expanded quite a bit, and she is making many n ew high 

school friends. She is getting to be the leader in the Fellow ship group, 

although she is not religious. Some of the other girls are beginning 

to resent this as they feel that they have a vested interes t in the 

affairs of this club and they do not like an outsider coming  in. Bette 

is organizing and directing the parly for tonight. 

Tom is getting disgusted with his woodwork class. All he can do 

it to make blueprint plans. They can't do any carpentry work because 

there is no lumber available. Tom has plans strewn all over the house. 

He released some of his frustration on the doghouse, and he is putting 

all sorts of designs on it so that the dog will be comforta ble. 

1/11/42 

It has been two months since I left Tanforan, and I am findi ng that 

I enjoy (if that is the word) it better here than in an Assem bly Center 

because there are fewer restrictions to strain against. O ne of the 

things that is noticeable is that the people here are inclin ed to be 

more Japanesy. Perhaps it is because they are from the rura l districts 

where Japanese customs were kept more alive. 
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Tonight after the Fellowship, we went over by the talent sho w put 

on by the Nisei for the Issei. <̂ There were eight girls and a f ellow who 

is supposed to be one of the strong Nisei leaders from Tular e. He was 

telling me about the JACL and he wanted me to come to their m eeting on 

Wednesdayv^There was a tremendous crowd at the talent sho w. They were 

all seated on boxes and stools. True to the Japanese theater s tyle, food 

and drinks were passed out to the seated audience out there un der the 

clear skies. Some people brought their own things to eat. Evidently 

they were prepared to stay for a long program. It was only ab out half 

finished when we left (10jl5). 

They presented a Japanese tragedy and the announcer said that if 

"you don't cry, you are not a good Japanese." There were a cons iderable 

number of Nisei present. A lot of the actors were wearin g Japanese 

costumes. There was one fellow dressed up in a black Jap anese school-

boy suit and Emiko thought that it was a Japanese soldier's uniform, and 

she was quite shocked at their nerve. She commented that the tragedy 

was "disgusting" so we went over by the stage to sit it out u ntil the 

others got equally bored. Jimmy came over and he thought tha t the audience 

was very appreciative and very pro-Japanese propaganda, but he did not 

think that n^&asbag Jcould he done about it. "Let them have their fun." 

I said that these plays in themselves were harmless, but they were hinder-

ing the Americanization process. 


