Charles Kikuchi
Thursday, October 15, 1942

The military permit for Alice to stay until the 18th came in last night, but
I did not get notified until this morning. We tried to contact them, but it was
too late, since Alice was already on the way backe I talked to Mr. Fryer briefly
and he was very sympathetice I asked him if it would be possible for Alice to
go back at a later time to bring Pop back and he was quite understending and said
that it could be arranged.

Alice came in this afternoon. She said that Pop’still was not able to talk or
to understand much, although he appears to recognize her, He will be this way for
the next two weeks and then his voice may return, He is not over the danger
point entirely, but he now has a chance for recovery since the will to live is
stronge His body is fairly strong considering his age and former illnesses. The
doetor there wants Alice to notify him when the hospital here will be ready to
receive him, He will be an invalid for quite a while, but may slowly recover the
use of the mralyzed part of his bodye The doctor stated that the blood clot in
the brain would slowly dissolve and that there would be no immediate dangenQ&m
the preseng;> It will probably be better to let him stay there as long as possible.

Jack has until the 25th to go out to school and he plans to get all of the fure
niture built by then, He is building a dresser set for the girls now. Tomérrow
he plans to build a desk for my study. He was going to order the plywood for
the closet doors, but he doesn't trust my carpentry so he found some heavy card-
board and made a sliding door out of ite It is my department to get everything
all painted up.

<i%hings have been slowly unpacked, but there still is a lot of things that
needs to be put awaye. We are putting all of Pop's barber equipment away because
he won't be able to use them for a long time. All of the grips are being stored

away on top of the closetse Jack must be expecting us to stay here for five

years the wey he makes things so solié}gﬂ> 5till don't kmow what plans Alice hase

She has kept Angelo dangling for a long time and he is getting impatient now.
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Alice vaguely states that she has to stay for several weeks more at least and has
written Angelo that she will stey "for a while longer." Apparently she still can-
not make up her mind, She feels that with Pop now sick, the femily can't get
along without her, This is a noble thought, but she should start thinking about
her own life now, Because she has helped out the family financially for the past
five years, she feels that nobody else can handle that responsibility. That is
why Emiko hasn't sssumed the responsibility of an older daughter--because things
are taken out of her controle And Mom feels that Emiko and Bette can't do such
things as the laundry without her helpe She has a dark spot on one of her hands

end we have told her to take it easy, but she busies herself around the house
from morning until nighte She is not completely recovered yet from her Tanforan

illness, but she refuses to heed our admonitionse I have a feeling that she

wants the family to rely on her more, that is why she keeps going all day long,
Ina Cz(“la

washing, fixing dadadsen seeing that we have emough covers, etec. The mess hall

gives the kids two deviled sandwiches every day, so Mom always fixes up something

special for Miyskoe. She iz supposed to have an operation on her tumor sometime,

but she claims that she is too busy to go see the doctore.

<:?;m is getting to be quite a problem. g gits all evening with his ears

glued to the radio listening to all of the programse. I told him that he would
havg to study from 7°30 to 9:00 after school starts and he almost had a fit. "Oh
nol I'm not going to miss all of those programs. I ean do my homework in half
andrhour in the morning like I did at Tanforan." Jack and I explained that this
was & regular school and £t would not be so easy as fanforan. Besides, Tom would
not have Jack, his teacher, around to help him with all of the answers to the
tests. Miyako skipped a half grade but she says that school is easy so far.
About twelve gamblers were arrested in Cgﬁp 1 last night for gamblinge. They
had about $700 on the table. Williamson took them into Florence for trial today,

and they looked & little sheepishe The ringleader is one of the members of the
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gambling ring around here that they are trying to break up. They were given a

six months sentence, but it was suspended for all of them who has to serve 21
days in the county jail. The rest are all on probation and they have to report
weekly to the Block Manager who is responsible for their good behavior.

The other day they sent one of the gamblers to an internment camp. He is
the father of seven children and hds been given several chargess Williamson was
very fair with him, but when he threatened violence to a couple of the wardens who
he accused of informing on him, action was taken immediately. It was further
suspicioned that he was responsible for attacking a young girl,

The Inberior Police force are also looking for the young boys who threw rocks
at the Caucasisn canteen. A letter sent to Ken stebed that there were two wardens
on the scene but they did not do anything about ite The administration also has
sent a letter to the Army asking them to keep unauthorized Army men out of the
places It seems that about four of them came in last week and took a lot of pictures.
The Army officials were also asked to keep the jeeps out when not necessary since
several were seen with Japanese girl evacuees riding in them with the soldiers.

Teke Asukura will take over the Housing Supervisor duties in the morning.

I went over some of the housing policies with him this morning and he asked
Helen, Butch and I to help him ocut until the last arrivals are settled. He
thought that it would be a good idea to stop all housing‘ohanges until the Santa
Anita group ceme in so that there would not be too much confusions Tuko handled
all of the clothing distribution for the Tulare people. He says that he is
going to appoint an Issei to listen to some of the complaints because the Issei
have the idea that we Nise are too "Namaki" (fresh,!) when dealing with them,
This is always a standard complaint for the Issei dissatisfaction and I have a
tough skin by now.

We will still continue to make the recommendations for the Social Welfare

cases, but the actual assignment of rooms will be turned back to Tukeo and his
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staff.

Today we started the movement of the cooks at the 30 and 31 blocks so that
they would be settled by the time that the Santa Anita group comes in on Sunday.
The cooks are mostly single Issei and we have to put them into rooms together as
other single Issei object to be living with them as the cooks get up at all
hours in the morning. They get the best choice of rooms in the new blocks, usually
the shady side near the mess halle The "30 " cooks wanted to stay 5 in a D room,
but we told them that theyywould have to expect and additional couple of single
men in with them if it became crowded in the other apartments. One old lady came
in this morning and demanded that we move her at once because she found out that
the man of the couple living with them was a professional gambler and she did not
want to have her reputation ruined by living with theme We told her to hold off
until this week end when the partitions would be put 12;>>

There doesi®% seem to be much of the sophisticated intellectual life in this
campe. The leaders are very few and most of them are interested only in the phy-
sical comforts of this campe One of the Tulare leaders is going around and
actually sabotaging the farm labor effort in this Center by telling the workers

that it is not much use to work because everything will be provided for them any-

way.<f§ says that they are silly for working overtime at $16,00 a month while

most of the other workers have it easy, especially those in the administratiom
building that loaf most of the daye There is a great deal of misplacement and
overstaffing of some departments, but that will have to be ironed out in time.
When the Santa Anita group comes in, there will be another mad scramble for good
jobs, but most of them already have been takene There should be a re-assignment
of all workers once the camp is filled up so that everyone gets fair treatment.
The Employment office here is not doing such a good jobe. lhere has been many

accusations that the friends of the interviewers are getting the most favorable
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treatment. This comes largely from the Turlock groueii}

I hear little conversation stressing Americanism around here, although it has
been my observation that these rural people are not so backward as claimed, In
fact, they seem to be farily Americanized although ay number of the younger
children speak a mixture of English and Japaneses There is no doubt that most
of the Nisei are loyal, although inclined to be disillusioned. They don't talk
much about the post-war problems but they must be aware of the fact that ad-
justments will be difficult. Even the Issei feel that they are going to remain
heres ! was talking to one of them this afternoon, sbout clothing allowance. He
said he had money to buy shoes for his kids, but he was going to need every cent
of it to start up his farm again "back in California™ and he did not hgve much
chance to save up anything here at $16,00 a month, His fifteen year 0ld son goes
ou? to pick cotton so that they can add to the family fund.

\¢;T€WE have the same idea in our family since Mom and Pop are now both unemploy-
able. Mom has always been easy with the money, however, gnd we have a hard time

to keep her from spending what little we havef;iiyﬁp.

tfi?he administration is begimning to release mess hall workers under 30 and

putting the older Issei in so that they may be encouraged to enter the farm work.

They will also need a lot of Nisei for the camouflage project when it opens. (See

Fryer memo)

While I was over in Cgmp one today, I stopped to talk to Grace a few moments.
She claims that the camp is dead now that most of the administration has moved
over here. She thinks that it is now the forgotten caﬁp and it looks deserted
when the farm workers are out end the children are at schools Ay that time, there
are only old men =dn women sitting around gazing blankly at the skye. She com-
plains that even the camp paper has forgotten them because only one page of news

is devoted to their activities. She says: "There are many rumors that the
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t’ WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
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. \m;_lg GILA RIVER RELOCATION CENTER

Rivers, Arigona
October 8, 1942

MEMORANIDUM TO: John C, Henderson, Chief of Employment
and Housing Division
Willian Huso, Placement Officer

Mobilization and Flacement of lian Power

Men Power 1s being mobilized throughout the
Nation to win the war., The Gila “ommunities cannot be
divorced from the National effort. In fact, it is even
more important here than elsewhere that man power be
mobilized and placed in job employment iIn relation to
its skills and strength. Here people are completely
interdependent on each other, Here every able bodied man
and woman must make his coniribution to the Community
welfare 1f the Gila “Yommunity are to be strong, healthy
and self-supporting.

It is not in the Community interest that the older
people should be denied employment. It is not in the
Community interest that positions be held by the young
and strong when they might be fllled as well by their
elders and, thus, release the younger people for more
productive work--work in which there is an opportunity
for job training andproduction both for the Community
and the Nation.

You are, therefore, Iinstructed to make replace-
ments wherever possible, if by so doing the objectives
of a more productlve and wiser use and distribution of
man power are accomplished.

Speciflcally, I have observed that nearly all
kitchen and dining-rcom employees, with exception of the
Cooks, whom I find to be bery able, are young. “he positions
of pot washers, dish washe s, ganltors, waitresses, pantry
clerks, and cooks' helpers are good examples in which re-
placements are possible. I suggest 30 years as a minimum
age for such employees. Exchanges of personnel in this fleld
alone will release large numbers of people for employment
in Agricultural production.
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It 1s vital to this Community and to other

relocation projects now supplying the people here with
vegetables, that every effort be made to save the ¢ rops
now planted and increase the production of vegetables
for this and other Relocation Centers. Public Works
Projects need more men. Industrial developments, soon
forth coming, need both men and women.

I am conflident that you, together with the Dlock
lManagers, can make these replacement in an efficient and
impartial meanner,

Very truly yours,

B. R. Fryer
Acting Project Director

cc: Fprank W, Harding
Reglonal Office
ERFryer: tk
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"
Courier" do not put in all or hardly any news about Canal news. These people

are grumbling and presuming that the News Courier is = paper for both camps, I

think it would be fair and satisfactory that there be more news about the Canal
Cemp in the paper. A lot of our notices aren't even printed. After all, we are
not a suburb of Butte @amp and we don't like to be treated as orphans."

The camp electidms for the Temporary Community Couneil was held today, but
om% auld never have realized that there was gn election going on. It wag very
quief:;ﬁs

I sent in my application!for an absentee ballot for the coming Btate electioms.
Don't know much about what is going on in the Californian politieal scene since
the Arizona paper doesn't carry much of it. In fact, I rarely read a paper any-
moree I know that the war is still going on, but I haven't been followinz it as

closely as I should,

Friday, October 16, 1942

<<£?rothy Thomas sent us a letter todgy. I had plamned to keep it as quiet as

possible, but she read the item in the Gila News. She telegraphed to the W.C,C,.A.
and WeR.A. for information and also phoned down to San Luis Obispoe She puts all
of her means at our disposal and offers all her helpe I didn't want to let her
know about it until it was all over as there is no use having more people worrying
about it. There is nothing we can do about it; we are so helpless. We shall
know in the next two weeks what the outcome will b%>:>

Alice has decided to stay on here "indefinitely" and has written Angelo to
this effect, ZIt looks now that she will never make the bresk, although If Pop's
conditions greatly improves, she may go oute At least it won't be for a couple
of months yet.

Mom is taking it pretty well and is already planning on how to best take care
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of him when he comes. She wants him sent here immediately, but that is out of
the question. FEmiko and Bette don't say much. In faoct, we don't discuss it too

muech, taking it for granted that he will be back with us soon.

<§gmmy sent a most interesting letter from Uteh and he says that the clerics

have taken over the place. Reverend Gato dedicated Topaz to the "Greater Glory
of God" before the staff could arrive to protest. Bob Tsuda is the editor and most
of the fellows are still arounde Toro is the junior administrative assistant to
Dr. Carlisle, head of the project education. Ernie T. and Harry Tomi are trying
to grab this choice place since they were the heads of the elementary and high
school at Tanforan. Jimmy's report certainly is much different from Fred H.
They are having housing problems too. Nre Wakai got a nervous breakdown handling
it and now Manai is holding the sacke (Sge attached letter) They must be having
an interesting time up there , but I don't envy them anye The Topaz Times looks
like the Totalizer and they will probably have a first cladm paper in time., It
is much better than ours.

Family Magazine also writes and asks for a description of the Social Wglfare
department in a relocation center, but, as usual, I*ll probably be lazy as hell
and never get around to it;>~1 don't know how these days go so fast. They go so
fast that I don't even get a chance to think and when I do sit down to think about
anything, I can't concentrates Guess there are toemmany things on my mind. Some-
times I wonder whether it is because of some unconscious dissatisfaction to this
life, TIf I ever get that feeling of frustration like I did at Tanforan, I cer-
tainly will make every effort to get oute I still have some thought in my mind
about @oing further graduate worke. At the same time, I am being drawn close to
the family and am getting at the point where I couldﬁbt just walk out on them.
When I first went to Tanforan, things were not that waye The family was some

impersonal sort of thing, but now I view it as a vital gobwing and living entity

and desire to see if I can help solve its destinies. Evacuation has done that--
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lopaz was dedicated to the "GrEater Glory of God" by the Rev.
Taro Goto of the advance contingent Before the rest of us could
arrive to protest. The cleries have finally come into their own
after thelr frustration at Tanforan, and I think the¥y're god-fearing
administration vehemently endorses the Church and consequently
the center paper, under that great Bussel leader, Bob Tsuda, has
consented to devote one page a week to the plous...quite and advance-
ment over the half column they got at Tanforan. The divines will
be among the elite economically: they're all rated as $19 men...
even the freshly ordained las Wakail, whowent mildly nuts during
his first week, but more about that lsater.

@ll, that's how things stand here. The smarter K. 4.
apeciallsts are smoking only on the sly and walking penitently
around, thelr faces oozing reverence.

Of the old Potalizer gang, only Bob, Alex, and I have stuck :
around 1ln newspaper work. Taro was with us at first but he deserted
for a title: Jynior admimistrative assistant to Dr. Uarlisle, head
of project education., He's right hand man and glorified office boy,
by his own admission. He hates the Job now, and has been trying to
resign for over a week. They won't let him go, even offering to take
some of the clerical work off hischoulders if he'd stick around.
Ketayama watches the clock now like a hawk(one of his reasons for
deserting was regular hours): as quitting time approaches, he edges
closer and closer to the dopr, to the talbe nearest to the entrance.
At the stroke of five he lopes out like a man with @iarrhea heading
for rainbow's end. He wants to eome back to the paper, but he wants
to do it with dignity. When I suggect that he write an application
and present it onbended knees, he mutters, curiously enough:™You
bastard."

Ironically there are two scholars just waiting to fill Taro's
shoes in the education division...Epnle Takahashi and Henry Tgni.
lhe two academians were quite shocked to hear when theyarrived that
Katavama, a man without their training in education, had plucked
the choice plum.

Taro and Yuki aren't married yet: not even the date has been
set. <They both still want to go to Poston. Tgro's application was
turned down: but Yuki hasn't heard anything from the San Francisco
officials yet regarding hers. lhey want to get away from their in-
laws.

The administration has taken a paternal interest in the paper.,
Charles Ernst, the project director, insists on reviewing the copy
before it is printed...not for censoring, you understand, but just
to inject half an hour of relazation into his busy day. No doubt
he gets great pleasure in ruminating over the copy and discussing
the fine points of story treatment with the editors. Yéah, it's the
same thing agaln...prostituted press. DBut the censorship ls pretty
intelligent. We're conficdent 1t'll be relazed after Ernst is assured
that the dditors aren't out to rake gods over the coals every ilssue.
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Bob is orying his eyes out for another Kikuchi. He's wolunteered to teach
a olass in reporting so that he can train a few kids to bring in unvarnished facts
without the purple writing. He hopes to unearth another CK.

The paper is still in its pre-issues. We won't go into regular publieation
until we are reassured af facilities. At present, we're going out to Hinckley,
e town about 12 miles away, to do our head-cutting. The domestic mimeograph runs
like & windmill, creaks about the same amount, too. Even the brief taste of freedom
we sense in our trips to Hineckley feels wonderful. It's quite a sensation to walk
on @idewalks again with trees and lawns and white houses around you. It was &
pleasant feeling not to have an MP or an escort dogging my steps. I realized it
was the first time I had been "outside" in nearly 5 months; and, at my surprise &f
this sudden freedom, I realized too how much I had reconciled myself to restrictions.
I suppose that's one of the dangers of this whole relocation program: you get to
sccept internment ax the natural thing. This is a swell cue for some masterly thesis,
but I've got more to tell you about Topaz.

The housing problem here was pretty had. Tanforan kept sedding contingent after
contingent before housing facilities were completed. When some groups arrived, there
were no beds, no blankets, no mattresses. Emergency calls for these 'items had to
be made in the dining halls. One of the nisei in charge of issuing these things was
so sore that he roared over to a division chief's house and took six blamnkets off his
bed. Some of the barracks laoked roofing. Today it rained and the housing erew was
busy rolling tar paper over the roof of most of the apartments in three blocks.

And it was while viewing the housing situation that Mas Wekai went wacky. He
was stationed in the housing office as counselor to the residents who came in and
demanded apartment changes or complained sbout neighbors. Apparently he really took
his joh seriously: he made several chanres which really gummed up the housing routine.
He thought the was only doing a good tura: he was told to keep his hands off adjust-
ments. He just sat and listened to complaints and was unable to do anything about
them. One night, he rushed into the apartment of Mrs. Takagi(Ithink that's the
neme) with an army blanket draped over his shoulders, moaning, "I can't sleep, I can't
sleep." He kept thinking of his unsatisfied constituents until it became some
gsort of a complex. Mts. Takagl suggested sleeping pills, but he wouldn't accept any.
He was fonnd later collapsed on the cement porch of one of the dining halls, and taken
to the hospital where he stayed for several days. Mrs. Takagi, who was just fecover-
ing from a nervous breakdown when Wakai rushed into her apartment: and the soare
brought fever blisters to her forehead, and she had to return to the infirmary again.
This would make a swell comedy if it wamA't so tragic. And perhaps the saddest of
all is Marii Kyogoku, who took Mrs, Takagi's job after her first breekdown, believing
it would last only a few days. Now Marii says she's stuck with the job, end all
ahe's living for is a pint éf Scotch promised to her by the head of the housing
section after her job is completed--that'll be tomorrow. So much for the housing
situation.

The weather is erratic. In the morning the mercury hovers around freezing and
then rises by noon to about 90degrees. The hottest it gets here is 1ll2degrees;
the coldest, 32degrees below. The most unpleasant thing is the dust; it's every-
where. Much of it has been alleviated in the last week by a dust settling program,
however they can still spot Tepaz from the oubtlying cities by the cloud of dust
thet constantly watches over it like a buzzard. Only the rain Wings it down.

Two deys ago, Bill Fujita received a letter from brother Tad that Tenforen's
lagt-contingent will stay for an jndefinite length of time. He reported that
8000 more Japs were coming to the assembly center, and that the last group of workers
had to stay to ocoupy key positions. Maybe "hed" is the wrong word,,but it amounts
to the same thing because if enough do not volunteer to remain behind, they could
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drafted to stay. Since then a lot of letters have come in confirming this; no one
knows for sure where the Japsnese ere coming from. Maybe you kmow all thismthrough
Alice and Jacks; the newsbroke in Tanforan on October 6, the day on which the rest of
your family was supposed to leave for Gile. I hope they made it all right, because
thsoe who remairjd after that are frozen. The worlers group was scheduled to come

in tomorrow, terminating the transfer of evacuwes from Tanforan to Topaz.

Thig place isn't much now, but it has trememdous potentislities. It can develop
into something approximating &he"Jewel of the Deseri" a phrase some one pirned to the
first pre-issue of the paper--that was before we got here, when Henri Takahashi was
editing it/ There might be an added incentive hereto work on the development of the
project; for the WRA owns the land outright; it bought out all bhe local farmers. It
is one f§ the two projects that doesn't belong to the U. S, Reclamation bureau or the
Tndien Service. After the war, it will problably be a permanent settlement. The
rexidents of the nearby towns are already calling it Tokio. They're ignorant but
friendly. While in Hinckley, a girl about 12 years old came up and drawled:"Are yow
from Lik Tokio. T heard thetefre a lot of pretty bom and girls in Lil Tokio. I'm
going over there some daye...maybe I can find me a cute boy friend."

T hope you got our bona-fide "30" issue of the Tote. The one we sent first was
something the boys dreemed up to disgust Kiluehi, Yor three days after we sent it,
we'd chuckle every time we thought of how the special edition would affect you. We
visualized you coming after us, riding the rails with a club in your hands, to get
your mitts on the lazy bums. Excuse please, Japanese treachery. Anyway, Taro
was quite proud of the final issue; he hasn't found any other "30" issue to mateh it
yet; incidentally, have you seen the Pacemeker's bowing out édition? T sounded like
a subscription ppospectus; Fddie really blew the horn. I haven't seen anything in the
others that came close to Katayama's Tanfo Calendar. It was an outstanding joh of
writing, done under the handicap of being in love. By the way, Yuki was engaged to
Taro already on the night you asked her to kiss you--temember the night before you
Jeft? She hedn't ever kissed a boy before. She said later that she wanted to kiss
you, but didn't know how to go about it. Take it or leave it, Profile.

Still angling for = transfer to Poston. At present, I'm living with Mine and
Tol Tkubo. They adopted me, saving me from politieal disagreement with five kibel
with whom I was first assigned. Regards to family, and tell £1jce T'm still waiting
to give her a farewell kiss. So long and best of luck.

James
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through fear or circumstances, I don't knows I would like to see Bette get to
college and I may be able to help in thise The uncertainty of the post-war period
is probably a subject of concern for all of the evacueess As far as our family

is concerned, something alwgys seems to turn up, so I may as wedl put my full
attention into seeing what can be done nowe I still believe that the WeR.A. cen=
ters hold tremendous potentialities if we do not lose sight of the faet that ours

is not an isolated problem. Siknce évacuation, the Nisei probably have had more

publieity than ever before, Every little bit ecounts.

Jack is now building a desk for me--a big thing inspired from a Mgntgomery
Ward picture, so I am not objecting to all of the noise--sawing and hammering.
By the time Saturday rolls around, I will certainly have a lot of painting to do.
Everyone that comes in admires our furniture.

Tom says that he is not going to steal any more lumber. One of the old men
in our block wes rearranging his lumber pile this afternoon and he unconvered a
big rattlesnake. Our block is now getting a reputation as the home of rattle-
snakes and scorpions so I doubt if so many people will want to move up this way.

The rumor about T,nforan going to be used for Hawaiian evacuees is growing.
Some of the Issei are saying "I told you so. They are going to evacuate all of
the Japanese." Jimmy writes to the effect that the lazt group from Tanforan was
frozen and all of the administrative staff called backe He says that they are
prepering for 8,000 more evacuees. I sent Jimmy N. in to ask Fryer about it amd
Fryer told him that it was a good rumor, but he would not commit himself, He
said® "In case the general evacuation of Hawaii became necessary, it would be
best to have the aged and the ill out here." Something must be brewing. Spec-
ulations around here say that it may be Tule or Manzanar,

. I dropped in on Williamson {his mornin?to ask him about;{lvenile P’élinquency.

<<§; was sort of busy so asked me to come at 7:00 this evening for a Jong talki:;>
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At 1st he said that Social workers were a bunch of pantyewdé??h, and that crime had to
be handled in a two fisted mamner. Later this evening he softened ué a lot, and he

is a swell person who takes & very practical approach to this whole problem of crime

in this cmnter. e said that he would like to work with us and let us handle the crime
prevention aspeets if it had a sociel welfare angle to it. <§? was thinking of putting
some sort of social worker in his department, but: would rather have us handle it. He
is not prejudiced against social workers, but he doesn?®t like too much of a theoretieal
approach. He feels that both the school and the church have not done thw work they
should do, but instead feiled miserably by passing the bukk on.

Williamson is about 30 end a big, frank fellow. He got his M. A, in Publie
Administrations from U.C. and thught a 6riminology eourze at the U. of Hawaii last
yeer, He has also worked in several policy departments and with the F, B I. He feels
that this training and experience fits in perfectly for a job of this sort as a large
part of his work is to make hiés wardens realize that their tasks are to be carried on
just like in any community. He realized that the Issei laugh up their sddeve at the
Nisei force, but this dOEﬁJ not bother him too mucﬁ;§&ﬁe’has put a Nisei in charge of
the foree in this camp. In Canal camp, the Issei wanted to control the department but
he soon sfet them straight. L

Right now gambling is the greatest problem of his department. Willlamson is not
concerned with petty games, but he is definitely out to break off the big gambling.
rings where large sums of money is involved, especially the organized houses that take
a cut. He doesn't want his staff to be a bunch of stool pigeﬁbns, but to regard their
work as a vital contribution to the community welfare.
ﬂtg%He says that sex is not too great a problem right now, buq%e is expecting some-
thing to pop soon. There are over 800 single men in this camp. Many of them were

former seamen and ‘agricultural workers who have been used to going to Houses of

Prostituion on Saturday nights. <§}nce May, all this has been stopped and Williamson

doesn't ¥now how he will cope with the problem when it does break;>

WT! Hy says that they get many cases of young boy's peeking into the women's latrines,

but he can't control this,very well as most of the wardens ere untrained and unable to
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handle.such things. He says he will turn these these cases over to us.(éfweral times
g week, he gives the wardems talks on eriminology so that they will be acquainted with
the regular police procedure.

One of the most serious things in regerds to delinqu@ncy is lumber theft. The
boys laughy at the attempts to stop them on the part of the wardens. #illiamson believes
that this will lead into stealing the tools next and then breaking into warehouses,
which is burgalry. One of the best ways to cope with this problem is to provide
the normal outlests for youth to expand this energy. A mope organized community
will help great%x>> I will probably build my talk for Sunday around some of the points.
He ended up by piling me up with some good criminology books and even gave me &
copy of "Principles of Criminology" by Sutherland for me to keep because I appeared
to be so interested in the subject. I know that I am not going to do any extensive
regearch for this talk--I'm too Bumy. Maybe tomorrow night I can work on it. MaybBeees
I've got until Saturday night.

\‘bﬁ Anyway Jumenile Delinquency is not something that one can get the answer for by
dropping a nickel into a slot.

T rode around vinh a big WRA cadillac with Harry this morning to pick up the

23
ekction ballots. From the preliminary eounting, the turnout was very poor. Only
50% of the eligible voters registered in tﬁe firet place snd out of these only about
407 voted., There wasn't much enthusiasm sbout it. Harry is getting worried about
this attitude because he feels that the Permanent Community Council ie going to be
very important. The constitutional committee is whipping up the Constitution into
finished Q;ﬁm and it will be pesented about next Thrusday. From what Joe tells me
it is going to be farily deteiled, even preseribing the days for fegular meetings.

Landward has been able to get the Empire Hotel gurniture,for our bridal suite
so that Helen can go shedd with her interior decdrating plans. It will probadbly be

the best room in the camp--nome of the others will even begin to compare with it.

<<:§ﬁcouple will be going out to get married tomorrow, but the services will be held

in Camp #1. They don't dlet to go very far for & honeymooz> We have decided to put
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the Honeymoon cottage in the civie center block. ’YWJ/I’ ‘(? d Cs.
_ g T page

<<E:bus service has been set up to go from camp to camp. It will go from the

edministration bldg. here to the administration building in camp #1 every half hour.
There will be two buses in service. Workers on official business get free rides, but
the others have to pay a 5¢ fare. It looks like I don't get the car to go to camp
#1 anymore, but willhave to take the bus on my home visits.

Rev. Susu-Mago assisted me in a case brought to our attention by the Internal
Security Dept. Earl says a guard was sent on the youth for two days but now with-
drewn as the wardens think he is harmless.(see case)

INSERT:

October 16, 1942

VEMORANDUM TO: John Landward
From: Charles E&kuchi
Subject: Johnny Sakamoto

The case was brought to our attention by the director of the Internal Security
Department. The Interior Security first received a report on the evening of October
13, 1942, that the above-captioned subject was a “cﬂ}azy person", and should be guarded
against possible violence. A guard was arranged until such time as this person was
believed to have quieted down. At the present time, the boy does not have a guard.

The Ipterior Security Bepartment requested that we investigate to determine the
relisbility of this complaint hnd has turned the casﬁb over to us.

The R_verend R, Susu-Mago was consulted for the background of this case as he
had frequsnt contact with the young man. Johmny is 24 years old. A home visit by
the sase worker confirmed this and other statements made by the Reverend. Johmny

1ives with five other bachelors in 59-2-B. He stated that his mother was dead and

his father was in Japan as well as an older sister. “e has made an attempt to transfer
to the Wyoming project where his brobher is a cooke

Johnny stated that he was fromerly frmm Seattle where he attended the elementry
and high school. (Broadway) Then he worked for a time in the Japanese owned Sukiyaki
Cafe on Pine Street near 9th St. Then he decided to make a little trip to Los Angelos
and he stated that he attended school(UCLA) for a few days but quitﬁ'"bec&use I was not
smart enough, and I only had a B. average in H.S. He says that his main interest is
in mathamatics. At the outbreak of War he was samehwere in the vicinity of Guadeloupe.
He was evacuated to Tulare, where Rev. usu-mago had his first cont=cts with him.

Other details as to his former sctivitiés are not known since we have only made one
home visit.

Rev. Susg-Mago stated thet Johnny used to go t6 his Sunday school, and he noticed
that he was a little "gueer". However, these actions were not intensified until he
came to this center. told the Reverend that his time to die was on Dec. 7, 1938.

This may be a significant point. The other evening he pounded on “usu-mago's door
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at 2:00 ANV in the morning and he sat in the doorway and exclaimed over and over agai n
that he was going to die and he wanted the Reverend to take care of his last will

and testament which he had in his hends. Rev. S. states that Johhny wavers between

an extreme happy and then despondent state.(possible manic depressive)

Rev. states that in the befinning, Johnmny's mind was full of sex when he came
to the camp, but he is a "sort of religious fanatic and he talks about God all of the
time. This may be related to R v's influence as he states that he used to have many
discussions on religion with him until he found out that there was something wrong.

From October 2 to October 12, Johnny thought that he was God. On the 10th he
was defleated in a Shogi(Japenese chess) game and he had to relinquish his instructér-
ship. He then went into an wxtremely depressive mood. At that time he commenced to
talk about girls quite a bit again. He had the habit of going up to strange girls
in church and asking for their nemes and addresses. During the meetings, he would
stere &n a blank mammer at them.

In his neighborhood there is a mather unetimctive girl with distinet Negroid
features. She lives in the same blook and her first name is Midori. Johnny stated
that he pities her so much that he called on her to propose merriasge. After 10
years, it was his plan to have several children so that®he would be free to commit
sucicide, and he would be free to marry another girl. Susu-mago stated that he approach-
ed his wife and asked her to teach him how to kiss as there was a girl dying in the
hospital and he wanted to be her lober and bring her back to life.

The Peverand has partly turned hig mind to serving the community and he goes araund
finding out things to bring to the attention of the administration.

Johnny is aware that there may be something wrong with his minds 1In his diary
for October 10, he wroteg"I'p losing my memory." In the conversation with the case
worker, he made frequent mention that he was not so smart and "gee, you remember every-
thing, don't you? People think I am crazy."

This morning there was a little trouble in the 61 messhall. It seems that the
assistant oBef ordered more food than was necessary for the people of his block. He
hoarded it up in the block mansger's office in anticipation of the coming food shortage--
a rumor that has been going around the camp. The block manager was asked to resign
by Mr. Fr¥ar, according to the report, and Mr. Yamaguchi, the cook, was also asked to
resign. The cook ook this as a personal disgrace and he became ill. He ix one of
the bachelors in Johmny's room. Upon finding out that his roomate was ill, Hohnny
went over to mess 61 and in a loud voige told the people eating there to visit the
sick cook as he was an innocent man. He was on the way up to see the administratién
to protest, but we have not heard if he actually did see a member of the a dministrative
staff.

The cese worker went to pay him a home visit this afternoon. In order to approach
him without getting him suspicious, the case worker explained that he was meking a sur-
vey of the community welfare needs and that he wanted to discuss the problems with
random people. Johnny was very pleased that the was picked out to be consulted and
he immedietely began to list a whole string of things to be done--such as getting after
the chief steward for not having a can open in Mess 72.

Johnny was in bed with his clothes on. He explained that he had a colds Reve
Susumago stated that the young man gets up at all hours of the night and lays around
on the cold ground. He also insisted that the case worker see that the shogi and goh
clubs combine so that the 72 rec. hall could be used for the boy scouts. Johnny
appears to he & lonesome young man and he grasps &t the chance to talk to his new
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nfriend shat God had sent to him." He inquired if case worker had any sisters,

but this question was not enswered directly but turned back to the subject of Shogi.
Johnny stated that he was defeated from the mumber lposition just this morning, which
js contrary to the Reverands story. When asked if he would resume play, he responded

that he was giving the game fip for good, because "I have too much wiiting to do." He
showed the case worker a little book 1lisking names {father and sister) that he had

to write letters to right wway. It was dated Nove 7. When told that this was October
16, he pulled out a homemade calender and checked to make sure.

Then he turned the conversation back to how he could get some girls Lo make
the calenders so that they could be place in the administration building and it would
also give the girls gsomething to do. The question of sex still appears to be upper-
most in his mind. He stated that God "will find a girl and send her to marry me. I
will just wait". A little later he said, "T love Mary. She lives in block 53 I have
already asked God to make her my wufe and I think that he may give her to me."

Then he got a little moody and swddenly he asked,"Can you use a diary for court
evidegnce if it said "I'killed somebody"? The case worker asked him if he intended
to commit a orime. "let's not talk about it any more. T know the answer already."

Immediately he began a discourse on how the atars go around the Norkh Sgar every
twenty-four hours stating that the North Star was the center of the universe. Case
worker did not argue which brought the comment"Everybody is crazy except you and me.

They don't kmow all about the stars like we do."

Johnny then attributed his superiour knowledge beceaume he had frequent revelations
from God. He wanted to experiment in mental telepathy with the case worker, but calle
ed it off when the worker pdmitted that he did not believe in such things "in his
heart." Suddenly, he said, "I have a revelation right now. God told me that some-
body who I did not know was coming to see me at 3:30 to do a favor for me. What time

is At?" "3:00 o'clock?

"Te11l, you are the person. Here is 60 cmnts; go buy 3 pints of ice cream for
Eddie Haraga at 63-13-C. He insisted that worker do this for him so the money was
taken and worker departed after getting the firm promise of Johnny that he was going
to helg the people out all of the time. Eddie Haraga was found to be a 5 year old
boy. +he mother developed an inability to understand English when the questioning was

turned to Johmny.

Tt is recommended that this case be brought to the attention of the‘docﬂ%nr and
arrangements made to instituionalize the boy if his condition warrents it. His mind
is oocupied primarily with Sex, God, and Death. As long as he 1s harmless, nothing
can be done, except to relieve some of his lonesomeness. However, there may be a
danger that he may molest some young girl with his present state of mind devoted
largely to matters of this sort.

Charles Kikuchi
SOO - ?Iel . Dept.
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INSERT:

WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
GILA RIVER RELOCATION CENTER
RIVERS, ARIZONA

October 14, 1942

MEMORANDUM TO: Mr. John Lendward

FROM: W. E. Williamson, Director
Internal Securify Department

RE: Johmmy Sakamoto

This department received a report on the evening of
October 13, 1942 that the above-captioned subject was a
"erazy person", and should be guarded against possible
idlence. Accordingly, a guerd was arranged until such
time as this person is bleieved to have quieted down.

No investigation to determine the reliability of
this complaint was made by the Department of Internal
Security. I am referring this matter to you for what-
ever action you deem appropiate.

W. E. T™lliamson
Director of Internal Security

Page 93&
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Rev. Susu-Mago &s mighty anxious to dump the case on our laps because he 1s getting
to be a bother to him and also embarrassing. the boy's present religious fanatioism
can be traced directly to his influence. The boy has clung to him because he has no
other friend and Susu-Mago is getting worried because Johnny is being attracted to his
wife. I+ is such a pity that the boys mind is affected at such a young age. He
is rational at times and then he becogles very irrational in an instant. He now hdeives
that T am a friend sent to him from God and so I will probably see him often. I
refused to give him my home address Vecause he may look me pp late at night and scare
the heck out of the kids. Susu-Mago doesn't want him name mentioned to the boy, but
he said that he would be willing to tell the doctors all about him. The war and
evacuation has definitely affected the boy's mind as he freqaently mentionsz that Dec.

7 will be the time for him to die.

A more complex case is the one that Landward is handlinr. He asked me what T

thought could be done on it, but I couldn¥t say anything from the brief détails on

hand. Briefly, it is a marffal triangle. Hatsurie °5 (Nisei) is Raving an illieit

affair with John 30, Jack, the husband, 29 has found out and threatens to kill

John. He is an Issei and terribly jealous. He has beaten his "ignorant wife" to
make her reform, but Hatsuri wants to leave him for John. Two children are involved.
John and Hatsuri planned to have a child and force the husband to divorce so that
they would gét married. The trouble arose over the husband accusing his wife of not
taking care of the children. He says that she does not know the proper Japanese
customs and he is willing to forgive her and teach her the right Japanese ways.
Hatsuri has had enough of the Japanese method of teaching her (beatings) and she

has turned her affections to John, a Nisei. Landward does not know whether to

ship John out, ship Hatsuri out or just tell John to lay off hoping that relations
will improve. I told him that the prime consideration should be for the two childre n.
Tt was an arranged marriage in this case. The relationships apparently became ser=-

ious after coming to camp. John and Jack were old friends in Gilroy previous to

evacuation.
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The dignity of the church got a kiek in the pants today-sonly religion was

kept out of ite. Mrs. Susu Mozo finally worte that letter, only she pointed out that
the administration was meking a terrible mistake by not putting her into the Social
Welfare department. Reve Susu was given holy hell for the way he and Mrs. S. have
been so selfishly conducting themselves. Landward was very blunt with him. T was
sitting at the typewriter finishing up ome of the needy clothing cases for a family
of 12 so I heard everything and I shamelessly took notes on the whole thing. Land-
ward put all of the cards on the table and did not pull any punches and he had Rev.
Se stutterings The fellow took a terrible beating of his pride. Landward asked him
to bring his problems directly to the administration without doing it behind backs
or behind the doors of the church since a lot of his complaints were personal matters.
"It's too bad that you and Mrs. S. have resorted to thidsmethod harmful to your
position in the Center." Susu Mozo is used to having people look up to him as a
Father Superior and his dignity was hurt.

He said that the Christian ministers were not asking for pay and they were only
working for the welfare of the people. Some of the ministers were voluntarily paid
by the congregation but he did not want to encourage this because this mede them more
obligated to the people. He stated that the Buddhist Reverends were the only ones
to be asking for pay. S. should be at Topaz; the Reverends seem to hold the backing
of the God fearing administration up there--right or wrong.

Landward thought that this feeling of not receiving proper recognition was
the reason for them making such a fusse. Susu Mozo answered that they only did it
in order to get the proper facilities to best serve the people. It was pointed out
that lumber is hard to get because of priorities and the churches now have built
good pleces of worship in the various recreation halls assigned to them. Landward
pointed out that the school was also struggling under hardships. He said that the

church building was not the most important thing; it was the services rendered to the

people.
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Because of Susu Mozo's dissatisfactions, Landward did not think that Susu
Mozo had any right to unjustly criticize the social workers on his staff (meaning
me?) He asked for cooperation and as far as getting a separate building for each
denomination, that was out of the question at the present time.

Landward pointed out the instances in which Susu Yozo and his wife were

agitating for things for themselves--like the housing complaint. He could not see

his way clear to place Mrs. Susu Mozo in his department at the present time, "to

.

be blunt, Mrs,. Susu Mozo mixes up her religious concepts with her work necessary and
she needs to achieve a more objective social approach. I'm sorry if I hurt your
pride. And though you may be prejudiced towards me afterwards, you at least know
where I stand. Your wife as a Caucasisn evacuee is doing things to hurt your role
in the community."

Susu Mozo apologized for his wife and he said that it was only her great
desire to help the people that she did wkite certain letters. She wrote the letter
about Mrs, Smith because many people complained that she did not know anything, but
it was not done with any purpose out.

The question of her starting a rival Social Welfare Dep't in her husband's
office was also discussed, Landward felt that it was not necessary to have an official
and unofficial dep't at the same time.

Susu Mozo then said that a lot of people came to him with partly religious and
partly social problems. "I hove a private room and act as counsellor but I wish
to cooperate with your office., Mr, Landward, I want to stick with religious prob-
lems. That tekes up most of my time."

Landward then asked, "Have you unintentionally been directing people awvay
from us because you felt that the administration was backing you?" Susu Mozo said
he was sorry if this happened. "I feel that religious problems are separate and I

don't need to report on them.
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Landward: "But by your own admission, you are delving into social welfare
problems and we have had no control over it, not that I care, but I do want to iron
this thing out."

Susu Mozo* "Even in the outside seciety, religion has a lot to do with social
adjustments. That's the way I have been trained. e take social and psychological
problems along with the religious ones."

Landward: "If you are taking care of problems, that is okay with me, but
we don't want you to have the woong attitude about it."

Susu Mozo: ®Well, we will give you the social problems, but if it has any

[
religious comnections, we try to help them out."

Landward: "Well, then, we are understood, sren't we? This matter was brought
to my attention by others (Mioma), Because of your difficulties in the begimning,
especially your wife, we waltted to be frank and clear everything up so that we all
could do the best possible work."

Susu Mozo then explained that his wife wrote certain letters for others and

she was willing to take the blame. Landward then told him the reasons why Smith
resigned--because he could not fulfill certain promises due to difficulties with the
W.E.Ae and the Army and yet remain honorable.

Susu Mozo: "Well, maybe we mimjudged him, but he did not spesk in the right
way. We are impressed more by Mr. Fryer--we know that he sympathizes with us. I
am sorry if we were unfair asbout Mr, and Mrsg, Smith,"

Landward then thanked him for the soap his wife sent in. Susu Mozo said that
he had church comnections and he is willing to get us things for distribution., Land-
ward said that he did not care 'who gave out things as long as there was some control
over it and he hoped that Susu Mozo would collaborate with him.

I missed my lunch because I was so curious as to what was being said.
Saturday, Oectober 17, 1942

NO LIGHTS! DAMN IT!
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Last night after dimmer, the lights suddenly went out and khalf of the camp
was plunged into darkness. I had plammed to work something up for the discussion and
talk tonight on Juvenile Delinquency, but this was impossible. It was a good thing
that T had the paint brushes already cleaned and put away.

Had to grope to the shower room in the dark and take a shower. Instead of
sitting around, we decided to go to the dance.

When we got down there, we found that the 52 Rec Hall was also in darkmess.
Half of the people in the camp were walking around it seems. The Stockton and Fresno
people had no lights to find their baggage in the dust field. It was a pitiful sight.
They were fed in one of the lighted mess halls and the trucks worked until almost
midnight hauling the cots and mattresses to the apartments. Somehow most of them
managed to get hold of candles so that they could put the cots together and mattresses
one The people in the neighborhood helped them oute They had to be guided to the
latrines and then tgken home again or else they would have been lost, These people
looked so wornout and tirede Most of these families had at least one member who was
ill--which was the reason why they were sent here in the first place.

We weren't able to help muck so that all of us--Emi, Alice, Jack, Tom and his
sister and Dr. Kiyesu's son and daughter--started to walk back home. We spotted a
shower board by the women's latrine in some unknown block--it was dark so Jack and
1 pioked/é;. By the men's latrine, there was another one so we put them together
and Emi and Alice took a corner., Tom and the rest went on up to the next block te
make a haul of their own, but they did not have any lucke Afterwards, we sat out
on the platform plotting on how to give the guards at the hsopital a bad time, but

they were already having troubles of their own. A mob of people appeared on the

scene to get what they could, but there isn't much material left/. around the hospitd

so they just loitered around. A bunch went up by the ceamoufleging projeot and some

of the people managed to get a2 few pieces of lumbers. This is stealing, yes, but I

just can't blame theme. I think that the administration understands alsoc as they
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don't do anything once the lumber is in the home. If the people are going to be
here for the durgtion, they need more than a bare woom with only cots and personal
baggeage.

I painted the closets, chairs and dressing and mekeup table yesterday and

gave them the final coat this morning. The place is beginning to look more like a

home. Jack has almost completed a professicnal looking "exeoutive desk" for me and

I will paint it soon. He is going to use the shower boards to make our front porch
larger.,

The girls and mom are figuring out how they can mske curtains for the windows
with the material that we have on hande Alice and Miyokowent down to the cenal
yesterday to see if they could find any trees, but they did not have any lucke. Bette
got a cold yesterday end she is still in bede She and Emi are now learning how to
knit so that they can make socks and sweaters,

Mr, Henderson dropped over this morning to ask about Pop. He got a telegram
from Bob offering any possible assistance, After Emi and Alice came back from church
I had Alice write Dro. Thomas & letters We have been pretty busy around the house
and everything is in confusion yet. Bette wrote a letter to Pop this morning. The
family tries not to discuss Pop too much because we all feel that he will get well
soon and we want to get the place all fixed up before he comes.

Emiko is a little peeved at Alice because "she thinks that she is a guest of
honor around here." After aBout a week, Alice will probably get acolimated and
piteh in to do her share. It hasn't been too warm this month; it was only 100 once
this month so far,

Yesterday morning, I saw Kiugy K.wahona and she said that her family has
now made upe They had a couple of minor tiffs since the big blow-off but the moth::
hes decided to stay with the family., Mr. K, is going to work as an irrigator on the

farms and he doesn't object if Mrs. K. also gets & jobe This will be goed for both
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of them as idlemess in that small apartment will make them get on each other's nerves.
Miyoko had quite a scare yesterday. It was announced that all stray dogs would
be picked up for disposal because of the danger of rabies and Miyoko thought that she
was going to lose her doge She was figuring ﬁbut all sorts of ways to hid him. But
they won't take the dogs that have owners so she does not haYe to worry about it.
But if that dog continues to chew up the shoes and socks, it is going to get a round
smacke. Miyoko objects to our putting it outside in a dog house because "it is too
cold" but this will have to be done. She likes the dog so much that she saves half

of her meal for it--another problem.

Sectionalism again manifeste itself between the two campse. Canal Camp think
so -
that they are being/neglected in the paper that one of the Temporary Council members

from that camp wrote Ken saying that he had appointed an editor from that camp 80
that they would be fairly represented in the news., Ken was burnt up and he had
one of the girls figure out the space given to each camp and he found out that they
proportionately haé equal representation in coverage of news. The Issei are much
stronger in Camp 1 and they are the ones behind this agitatiﬁn. Mgst of the "crimes"
seem to come from that ceampe. The Issei were strong at Turlock smd most of that center
is in Camp l. Besides them, the rest of the ceamp is composed of the free zone people.
They tried to kick a little more because they have not had the Assembly Center ex-
perience behind them and they are not adjusted to this sort of life as much as those
that were in the W.CesCsA. centers,

There has been great difficulty in recruiting farm labor and one of the
reasons may be traced directly to Min Okada. He is one of the unit farm mansgers
and he has been kicking a lot ef fuss "in defense of the evacuees! rights," He
protests against the low wages and has many of the workers complaining that they are
being mistrested. I don't know what his motives are yet. He is supposed to be one

of the wealthiest Nisei, His father found 0il on his land in Central Cylifornia

and Min himself married a small time Nisei heiress. He was working for Standard 0il
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as some sort of salesman and is reportéd to have made about $300 amonth before
evecuation. He is an agressive person and is the only unit foreman to rate a shack
for himself as a field office. He can leave here anytime if he desired, but he is
stieking around to help out the "evacuee cause.,"

A group of Pasadena churches are already making plans to buy Emas presents
(ebout 25¢ eachl) for all of the evacuees who formerly lived in Pasadena. The
plans are being made by Rev, Kewail on this end and a list of all Pasadena persons
is being sent to this church groupe The Xmas dinmers for Gila are already being
ordered, Harding made a statement in the paper discrediting the rumors about the
food shatages in this camp.

The other day, the TUhiversity of Arizona president made a statement over the
radio that Gila "Japs™ were their enemies. Ken wrote an editorial on this captioned
"President, Helll™ and he is waiting to see if this will cause a clamp down on
censorship. He was not able to run the story about those gambleps that were arrest-
ed, Ken is the only one of the staff who puts up a fight against unfair state-
ménte and he is well aware of the general picture of thingse The rest of his staff
are young Xids and they accept almost everything and take it for granted.

Being & social worker around here means that one gets plenty of walking exer=
cises They have called in most of the cars so that I have to walk now. Yesterday
morning, I was only able to make about three calls; the houses were from one end of
the eamp to another., The most pitiful case involved the Masajiro Sakamoto family.
Thie femily is sbsolutely destitute and I had to see what I could do for it in the
way of clothing, soap and medicinal care. (see attached report.)

A new clothing canteen will be opened up soon if they can get the 51 Reo Hall

Out of the 23 available Rec Halls, 13 are being used for other purposes because of the

lack of buildings --canteen, clothing center--nursery, hospital--library, sbhools, em=

ployment office, Buddhist church mand Christian churches. The Rec Dep't is not doing

much here except for a few sports and dance classes. The kids don't have place to
release their normal energiese
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IETTER TO THE EDITCR

Dear Ed:

The gardens and fish ponds adorning the barracks have been an aid toward the

beautifications of the various blocks.

The fishes in captive arse, nqﬁ doubt, enjoying +their new home to the fullest

but I have also seen the tragic sight of turtles, helpless and in agony, within the
small bounds of a cratee I've seen the children "play" with them, etc. The poor
creatures are not enjoying their treatment and ere truly suffering. I've seen a
number of these captives end every time I heve an urge to relrease them and if I
continue to see them with strings attached to them or prisoned in orates, I swear
I'11 carry out my threat and let them go when and how they choese.

Isn't it bad enought that WE are cooped within certain limits without pri-

soning a helpless turile?
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T worked all afternoon yesterday on "Juvenile Delinquency"™ for the Fellowship
group and then the lights went out end the storm broke loosel I even had Miyoko and
Tom sit at the end of the Rec Hall to hear me recite.

A;ter dimmer, a strong wind started to blow the dust upe The air was thick wkth
ite Then lightning and thunder started and the sky became blacke About 7:00 o'clokk
it suddenly began to rain and then the hail camee In about half an hour, all of the
fields were flooded. There is a little ditch which cuts across the corner of our
housee W§ had some lumber on it. There was so much water that it washed away. The
whole camp was plunged into darkness so that there was nothing we could do except
to watch the lightning flashes. It was a novelty for the rest of the family so they
got pretty emdcited. Eom thought that we were going to be flooded out.

The storm (eloudburst) was not so pleasant for the 500 Sante Anitanse They

started to arrive in the heat of the day, but there were only three buses rumming

from Casa Grande and the people thought that we were having a heat spell and they

complained gbout the heat.

Uoris even yelled at them,

The housing girls as usualx botehed things upe.
They took extra long to register theme They were still coming in when the storm
broke. The baggage had all been dumped in the empty lot by Rge 29 and in a few
moments it was soeked. The people groped in the darkmess to rescue what they could
but it was utter confusion. Some of the labels were marked in ink so that they
were washed offe. On top of that, the people had a terrible time finding their rooms.
One girl fell in an open ditch and she got ell muddy. For some unknown reason, all
the water lines were turned off so that the people could not wash upe In the dark-
ness, men were going into the women's latrines and vice versa. It was too dark
to read the  sign, and when you gotta go, you gotta gol

One old Issei woman kept saying, "I knew they wanted to kill us off " It

woas 'pratty miserable for them to crawl into damp mattresses and blankets. Np
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lights at alll

Tt's quite a contrast from the heat and the dust which we first encountered.
The weather conditions for all of the people coming in was bad, but yesterday was the
worste The moraleof this group is probably very low now, but it will pick up.
Already in that new section of the camp, I saw the same busy ;cene of building re-
peateds Only these people are going to have one hell of a time getting any lumber
at all. There simply isn't any around.

The ambitious are already after jobs. Early this morning, a member came
around to see if they could get jobs by "pull." Harry evidently must have written
to his friends at Synta Ahita because sbout eight men ceme around to see Harry about
a block manager's job. A lot of them will be disappointed because the majority of
jobs are now taken except for the farm, camouflage net project, and the mess halls
in those blocks. He. S. was one of the fellows after a block manager's job., He

and several others said: "The people that got here first got all the good jobs

and we won't get anything." I em afraid that there is going to be quite a resent-

ment over the jobs in thim camp, What they should do is to fire everyone and then
start all over again when the camp is filled up so that everyone will have an equel
chance. Otherwise, sectionalism is bound to develop,.

The conflict within the Housing Department is starting again. Taki Osakura is
in charge of the whole department, but he doesn't know the exaet situation yet. Doris
raised a blg stink when she found out that she had to take orders from him. Taki
asked us to continue with the housing adjustments for a few more days since we are
acquainted with all of the individual problems. Doris has gone ahead and assigned
some of the empty barracks which was reserved for the people here elready so that
things were in e mess this morninge. Butch went down to get a copy of their assign-
ments so that we could aveid any conflicts. Doris refused to give these to him and

then she sends the Santa Anita people up +to us for housing adjustments. We don't
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even know who are in the various apartments in those new blocks so that we decided
not to make any changes until we could get a chart of the blocks showing which
apartments were - available.

There is enough to keep us busy as we have to finish up on the partition
receommendations and also complete the changex that were already pending. This
afternoon Helen and Butch went down to Mess 45 to help them with the #induction,
while T went over to camp #1 on some clothing cases. Most of the urgent requests
for eclothes are in this camp (Canal) because the Turlock people are grouped there
and they haven't received much free clothing from the govt. and are in great need.

I ran across one greedy family today. They got a $20 emergency allowance for clothes.
When T called the girl was wearing a new pair of shoes and when I asked her if she
got the clothing, she said no. When I started to ask her where she got the new

shoes, she developed a sudden inability to understand English, I found out from the
office that this family had already made their purchases. The girl evidently figured
that they could gzet extra clothing from another division in tMe administrataon.

Doris is also getting in bad with Dr. Sleath. Henderson gave him the

exclusive right to assign the rooms for the 73 and 74 blocké. 'hen I saw him this

afternoon in camp 1, he asked me why Doris had put people in there without his

written okay. I professed ignorence of the whole thing. Sleath is rarely over
here anyway and some of those sick people can't go chasing over there after a
signature.
Byt, we won't have much more of a genreal housing problem. Only 1700 will
be sent from Santa Anita. This means that we won't have to overcrowd them and we will
also have room to relieve the congestion in the other blocks. The only thing is
that the families have made irppovements and they are not willing to move and do
all that rebuilding. 500 were supposed to have come from Camp #1, but only about
190 volunteered, and theyare really overcrowded over there.
The JACE are getting underway. Ihey have opened up a office near us to help

in the absentee balloting. The cahpters that the orgenizations will represent here

are Alameda, Contra Costa, Fresno, Lompoc, Parlier, Pasadena, San Gabriel, San luis
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Obispo, “anta Barbara, Ventura, Santa Maria, YoloeSelano,and now the Los Angédod
area. ‘he group that came in yesterday and today were sipned up in the "Uptowm St.,
Mary's Church."

Johnny Sakemoto raised hell in church yesteeday. fe got up in frontﬁ of the
congregation and started to yell that Susu-Mﬁgo was the greatest man in the world
and how thankful the residentsshould be to have him in our midst. He then went on
to list all of his past sinsg and begged God's frogiveness. At the end of all this
he yelled: "Now lets' all pay a tribute to Kev. S, and sing "For he's a Jolly good
fellow." 1hey didn't sing so Johnny sat on a bench and samg it by himself at the
top of his voice.

He is also engaged in a little woifing around, At Tulare he got his red
erosss certificate. He was the only boy in the class of about 25. Now he goes
all around paying social calls on the girls of this class. At first the girls
were friendly but now they cre getting worried because he asks so many personal
questions mand stares at them,

The Californis Syate Personnel Board sends me a letter asking in what oities
I would accept employment as a Jr., Interviewer in the Employment System. I
answered anywhere, but not much chance of getting out of here to go to Calif.

Jack made a couple of chairs today. ﬁé is wishing the work through so that
he can leave here by the 25th. A fellow came over this eveming to see if he could
teavel with him as far as Iowa where he will began college. #lice and Emiko had to
go all around camp today to look for orange orates. Jack is using them for panels of
the closet doors. fhey went to each mess hall, but only brought back two of them.
Emiko worked hard todsy oleaning house and ironing, but Alice took it easy. She is

"still resting." Emiko reminded her that she was only a "house girl" servant six

months ago so she should not put on airs. Emiko is like me--when she works, she wanks

everyone else to work.
Bette, Tom and MiyuRo went to school. They can't decide on whether to take

lunches or came home for a hot meal. The H.S. is having only half hour classes
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October 13, 1942

My dear Charles:

I have been debating with myself whether I should write to you
at all, I have an idea that I do things that you find very annoying
or you would have sent a postcard with your new address on it., I

remember you s ald, "don' t send money to me, you make me feel like a

pauper,” even so I sent thet last dollar because + knew your postage

bill must be considerable for those last few issues and since the use
was lmpersonal I took the ehance of having you overlook my act.

I never came bsek to Tanforan after the day you saw me, It made
me slek to see all the people herded in like Bheep and I wasn't able to
do anything about it, why come? *‘here were others who gave me word of
you, Dr, Fisk, Dr. White, et. al., and I had your paper which to me
seemed to exhibit an unusually high standard of excellence for any man's
paper, I just dldn't want to core down and sense the grief and fruse
tration which permeated the whole place., This doesn't mean that any of
you whether I knew you or not, have passed from e very day thinking; you
are stlll there and T am here and we shall both have tostand firmly in
the falth that the RIGHT and FAIR things of the earth are not gone foree
ever,

It wouldn't have been of any walue for me to counsel you not to
be bltter; you just have to be until you can find your way out of that
frame of mind. You are intelligent, you know that continued rehash of
the things that distress have a corroding effect upon the ablllities of
a persone-Ur, Fi{sk would have sed the word soul instead of ablflitiese-

until one's capacity for ereative work is gone, What's the use of
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saying seomething you already know?

A 1ittle news! Dp, Parmely's husband is gone., The draft took
Frank Fenton; the Treutlein's have a baby, JIhere in three personal
items you have a cycle of exlistence,

The eollege has about 1200 students and has not changed its face
as far as I can see, 1 am there once per week for some work that I
8till carry Oheesesss

Would you, in your new place, llke to remember San Fpancisco? If

you would like to have the Sgn Frencisco Yews gent to you, I shall

gladly provide a year'g subscription for you if I know the address to
give the publishers. At least you cangt & glimpse of what goes on here
by having the paper,
I hope that your period there will not be long, in the meantime
I still would be glad to provide you with anything that you belleve will
ald you at this time,
“ost sincerely,
BERTHA He MONROE

2421 Y“arkin St,, San I'rancisco,
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. because the equipment and books are not here yet. They don't even have mnough
desks. Bette is slipping. She sits around polishing her nails all evening just
like a princess. She used to be the most industrious girl in the family. Guess
she figures that Emi and Alise can do more now that they are not working.
Everyone wrote to Pop. We heard that he can move his right foot a little
now and turn over. He can't talk yet. ‘hereis a cmucasian man in the same room

who has taken an interest in pop and he sends us cards.

Tuesday, October 20, 1942

Another group of Santa Anitans came in last night. They too had bad luck.
ihe train had some sort of wreck and a lot of the baggage was smashed. Nobody
was hurt, But the train was slowed up and the buses did not start to come in from
Casa Grande until after 7:00. The girls did not finish registéring until 2:00 in
the morning. The people must have been exhausted.

The next group of Santa “nita peopls will not wome in until the 26th, =0
we will start to make the adjustments of rooms immediately without waiting for
the camp to be filled. In this way some of the load will be taken off and the people

will move or ,Jess be settled satisfactorily by this.

g
he first thing this morning, a lot of the new arrivals came in for adjust-

ments but we couldn't meke nay since we do not know what apartments are filled in
the Santa Anita blocks. As soon as we get the records we can start in on these
vhanges.

We now have quite a group of urban people in our midst. The last group
coming in will all be workers who have stayed beliind to clean up the camp so our
labor force should be greatly increased. Huso is saving some of the better jobs
for the more experienced people from Santa Anita.

There are many changes to be made in housing but the general problem is pretty
well undef control now. In the next week or so, we will have to make a lot of ménor
we now will have available room for most cases, perhaps even individual rooms for the

families of threes. r'he partitions will be put up anyway since we stillhave to
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separate the couples.

There are not too many new couples getting married. Sitsu may get married
this week., She is the secty. for the Centrsl Block Mgr.(Harry) and she has been
working with us right through. Helen went up to see Landward this afternoon to pick
out the furniture for the Honeyman cottage. She even wants to put in drapes!

We thought that the best place for it would be in the 45 block just below the “utte.
{Yie scenery is nice there and the sunsets wonderful. What more could a newly wed
couple ask for?

Midori Mosooka stopped me this morning to tell me that she had a lot off
clothing which we may be able to use for the needy families. Midori is the head
librarian now. ‘here are a Jot of girls around here that are really intelligent.
They seem to be even more aware of what is going on both here and on the outside than
the Tanforan group. but I suppose it is because they offer a sharper contrast to
the other girls that don't stand out. Jack believes that the girls have are cuter
with better persomalities than the "Tanforan group. E. B, and A, naturally believe
the opposite about the boys, but I wouldn't kmow. 1111(3;,[ are not all hicks around
here.

Something tells me that there is going to be a big blow-off soon. It's ia
the air. Everyone seems o touchy these dﬁhys. It may be because of pop, and the
other conditions. Jack wants to get off by Saturday and he is rushing his carpenter
worke. Bette and lom are busy with school, Emi and “lice are at odds now and then
over the housework-only when Jack gets after them about getting things done so
he can finish up. He says that they should bemoere than willing to do it since he
doesn't ocare how the house looks. I get after them to help with the sandpapering
so that I can get the painting finished up. Mom works too hard. Maybe thzga is

things will ease off a bit,
a big uxplosioq{szEmiko hasn't said much about work; the doctor told her not to
strain her back too much. “lice still takes things easy although she has been

doing more about the house. “he is probably going to stay on. I wish she would

make up her mind. I would then feel more at ease about our personal housing situation.

TWe have two rooms now and after Jack leaves, there will be just 7 of us, until pop
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Jack built the extensions for the front poreh this afternoon with the fdoor=-
boards we got from the showerooms last Saturday night. Ihey make a niee porch to
rest on. We are on the shady side so that it is farilv comfortabde out there these
days.

Alice and Emiko went over to see if they could get some more paint for me.
The guards watch ms too closely. They went directly to the paint can and one of the
caucasian workers even helped ghem get it out. Sometimes % pays to be a girl., That
worker was the same one that oh$sed us away yesterday. Our lumber pile is almost
used up now and Jack is through making the big things slthough he may build another
closet in the next room. He has put some rafter boards up so that we can pile the
empty boxes on top of them.

Tonight I gave my desk the first coat ofpaint. Mom, Tom, and Bette helped
me to sand it down real good. I spent more time on it since it is for my exclusive
use. 411 T have to get is a linoleum top for it. Probably will order it from
Montg. Ward. It will be a cream colored desk énd quite classy with drawers just
like an offies desk.

The Tanforan wgmor is petty well exploded. Bob sent me a copy of his paper
from Tnpez and he notes that the final contingent left four days after the moup
was frozen. The rumors went all over the WRA camp. even to Chicago, that Tanforan
was being prepared for 8,00 evacuees from Hawaii, Tule, “outh America, Panama, or
prisloners of ware Sort of midss the gang from Tanforan at times. They were =
grand bunch on the peper.

Toshi is one of the most traveled Nisei gi#rls I have ever met. She seems
to have been all over the country and Asia., She was born in Detroit, worked at the
New York Worlds' Fair, worked in L.A, worked at th Japanese “ounsulate in Tokyo,

lived a while in S. F, and traveled quite extensively over the Pacific Coast. She

says that she like New York City the best and she hates the thought of being stuck

"Way out here in the wilderness. It gives me the amfullest feeling to thing that
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oivilization is so far away. I only get a 1fittle touch of it in my job as a
telephone operator, The rest of the time we are stranded out here miles from any
decent sized eity." Tashi spends her spare time at work reading Valtins "Out of
the Night." Her husband is one of the teachers here. I rode back from camp 1 with
her today after making a number oft calls on families for clothing allowance and
relief cases.

The boy scouts drum and bugle corps were driven all around the camp tonight
on a tractor-trailer. They'were urging the NWisei to wikite for their absentee
ballots. ~The JACL made the arrangements for this demonstration. Ihey are really
pushing this absentee ballot. We all os us dlready feel that our vote should

be safeguarded.

=
I don't know what is whng with me these days. I feel sisk and tired of writ-

ing and my mind just doesn't function.. I want to do more reading but I ju st can't

cateh up on time. And my neglect of correspondence is awful-I owef about 15 letters.

Wednesday, October 2k, 1942

Had a very tough case to do today. A jealous husband nagged his wife so
much with false accusations that she almost stuck a kmife through her neck last
night in erder to drain her "yellow blood" out and shame her husband. She is a
gsubhiissive sort of person and the conflict finally came to the boiling point. i
hed to talk with them for a couple of hours this afternoon. Now they have made up,
They didn't resent it a bit that I was a spectator in their family difficulties.
They were wo grateful that the reoonci?liation was made that they wanted to make me
a gift. She said that it was some sort of Japanese cékom to show eppreciation but of
course, 1 could not accept it. The conflict must be pretty severe when it has come
to our attention(see attached report) WMiura almost made a mess of this case, by
threatening the husband to repent or else.

He certainly is a funny duck. He waddles all over the place and he has a

lot of people come in to visit him just to show them that he has his own office.

Fawaii is a 1little disgusted with the whole thing. All he does is sit at the desk
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INSERT:

October 21, 1942

MEMORANDUM TO: JOHN LANDWARD
FROM: Charles Kikuechi
Subject: Tateoka Case. 83-5-B

Family Number:* 10424 A daughter Yrs, Toshi Arate
Mitsuji 61 lives in the Arkansas Center,
Chito 49
Taye 23
Hideko 18

This is a case of a serious family conflict in which the two parents
are involved. It is brought to our attention by fir. Miura of the Insurance
Division.

The parents have been having a lot of difficulty because of the husband's
jealousy. He is 12 years older than his wife. The man is highly suspicious of his
wife and lately he has been accusing his wife of all sorts of illieit relationships
with other men. The wife denies such charges. Mitsuji has beem unreasonsble in
his accusations and nothing would elimiate this belief from his mind,

Mitsuji believes that he is going to die soon. He suspects his wife of
hiding money from him. He has often accused her of accumulating this money by
prostitution so that she could leave him. At night it is his habit to lock the doors
to keep her in. He will not let her go the latrine at night by herslef.

The present difficulty arose over the fact that he was convinced that she
wes having an affair with one of the messhall workers in his block. Is she even
goes near the messhall alone he accuses her,

Last night they had a big scéne. Mitsuji accused the wife of plotting with
the meeshall worker to poison him in order to get rid of him. The wife became very
excited and denied such "lies". ©“he grabbed some sort of instrument and attempbed
to commit suicide. The children came in snd took the knife waay, .according to the
report. Mitsuji previously had tried to get Mr., Miura to hire a detective to trail
his wife, but this morning he came in and said that he would not need one.

The case worker made a home visit and found out that the couple believed that
the whole problem would be solved if they could be moved near to the hospital block.
. hey have reconciled. lhey promised that they would make all attempts not to have
any repetition of the seene. The husband appeared very worried ebout the whole thing
and the wife cried copiously. PShe stated that she could not even take knitting
lessons to meke baby garments for her daughter's expected child, The hugband stated
that he would not be so extremely jealous and case worker was asked to be a witness
that in the event of a separation, the wife was to have the children.

Taye, the daughter, is working as a receptionist in the hospital and Hideko
is a messhall worker. “he case worker went to the housing depaetment and had the
family assigned immediately to 74-10-A on the basis that this was an emergency welfare
case, and the family will be moved tomorrow.

When the case worker returned, the husband was still making his epologies.
They offered to give the case worker some mony in an envelope "for cigarettes" but
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it was explained that it was a function of our department to serve the people

in this community to the best of our ability without expecting any gifts. The couple
stated that they would consult the case worker in case further difficulties arose.
The case is not closed since it will take time for them to be more tolerant of each
other---chiefly on the husbands part. The husband is so jealous that he has a phobia
about it, causing himself unnecessary mental anguish.

Tt is our recommefidation that a note be sent to Dr. Sleath as soon as possible
advising him of the fact that we have made a room assignment ﬂin the 74 block on
a social welfare basis, since he is supposed to give his official sanction to all
cases coming into the 73 and 74 blocks.,
It is also our recommendation that a memo be sent to Iir. Huso to determine
if a job could be obtained for Hideko in her new block. It is her desire to get some
efrt of hospital work doing office work. Perhaps this could be arranged since this
adjustment may have a bearing on the way the couple adjust themselves, as the father
objects to his daughter working in that particular meseshall for no lmown reason.
The dmughter could not be located to be consulted on this matter, but the mother
states that Hideko is more desious of getting hospital work.
Very truly yours,
“harles Kikuehi
Social Welfare Department
end of indertesecsece

and take outside employment applications-5 or 6 per day at the most. e doesn't
like this a bit and he is thinking of going back into the Wardens office.

Landward works hard, but the duties are getting to be too much for him to
handle by himself. I have taken overmost of the clothing and family con lict cases,
but he still needs to delegate more of his work and try to supervise and organize the
whole setup better., I want to get the welfare dept. organized, but can't do much
under the present setup. Helen and Byteh have to spend most of the fime with the
housing probidems, but they will get this through shorily, we hope.

We went over the whole situation with Taki this morning and he agreed to
centralize +the mess a bit more so that the conflicts could be eliminated. Doris
isn't such a Tarter now that the Santa “nita group are settled and the induction strain
1lifted., She always has cooperated with my recommendations, but she bucks the others--

on general prineiples, I preseme.

Helen, Bih, and I will now handle only the socidl welfare and medical cases.

The medical cases will be referred directly to Dr. Sleath so that the individaal
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persons won't have to be running all over the camp trying to locate him. Besides
he is in camp 1 most of the time anyway.

We are also compiling a list of the families of 2 and 3's as it may be possible
that we will be able to give the families of 3's a separate apartment also. A
total of 1433 people have come in since last Saturday, and there are only about 250
more workers from Santa Anita to come in., Several of the Santa Anitans mentioned
that this group will be composed of the rowdies.

I had a smple of the way the Santa “nitens get things done. Mr. Kubota
came in this morning very agitated that his baby had no food for twe days and he was
ready to crack some skulls with a two by four. Be was yelling and pounding away that
he was going to kill somebody if his child became ill. "I'll show them the& they
can't push us eround. The god dammed fools think that we are going to sit around
and do nothing about it. We will get our bunch together and march on the administration
building. r""hat will get some action, etec, etol "™ He was shaking with righteous
anger. I could sympathizewith his feelings but I told him that such demonstration
were not necessary around here.

"Like hell they aren't. Those whites bastards are all the seme and we have
to fight for everything we get, just like at Santa Anite."

It seems that no diet kitchen was set up in that district to take care of
thr formuls meals for the incoming Sante Anitens. <They were told when they left
S.A. that every provision would be ready for them so that they sent their sterilized
bottles by freight. The 29 messhallf was supposed to be the station but there was

nothing there. We went to several others of the messhalls, but they knew nothing

gbout it. By this time, Kubota was shaking with anger. He felt that he was being

personally persecuted.

Finally T took him up to the hospital and before I could explein the situaticn
to Miss Carlton, the head nurse, Kubota blew his top and yelled all over the place.
He scolded every onme that was withing range and we had a hard time getting him

calmed down. Miss Carlton took immediate action and she sent MNurse Yamamoto down
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there to ppen up a baby diet kitchen righteway. Hubota suddenly began to apologize
all over the place when he saw that it was not the fault of anyone that there was
no place open down there

Wedniadon, gelele 27164 & _ ]

The prircipal of the Adult Education night school left a notice for me
asking whether I would be willing to lead a discussion class on minofity problems,
but I did not get & chance to see him today. I hardly think that I will have the
time to teke this on as I am pretty busy now. JThis walking all over the camp on
foot poops me out. I wouldn't have the £ime for it anyway.

Tonight I went to one of th most stinking talent shows that I have ever seen,
We couldn't last it out so came home before it was over. The M.C. used atrofious
English. It sterted out with a very patriotic theme-the singing of the National
Anthem, but it quickly degenepated from there. Some fellow got up and for a half
hour he tried to whip up the interest in the farm work. He spoke Japanese and the
Nigei got very impatient rfear the end--they nearly clapped him down. There were
several thousand people, out there in the open lot. The stage was a couple of
trucks put togletler.

4:§phnny Sakemoto was allowed to appear on the program and the audience laughbd
at him insteed of with him. The fellow rudely pulled the curtain. Johnny made
a lstt atkempt to win the favor of the crowd by singing some sort of Japanese naval

song but it fell flat. Most of the people were shacked that he had the nerve to do

such a thing. VLU<ZZ;

They sang a lot

The talent was very poor and the prgrram too drawn oué}?

of Japanese songs and did a lot of Japanese dences. Everything was interpreted in
Japanese. The crowd seemed to likets, except for a lot of the young Nisei. It
horeé us stiff. Fryer gave a pep talk about what he expected the people to accome
plish and it went over peetiy good. He ig leaving here to go back to the S5.F. office,
but no announcement has been made yet as to who will be the next project director.
Fmi, Alice, and Bette and Elsie all remarked that the crowd was too Japanesey so

that I was not the only omw who reacted that way.
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October 22, 1542

MEMORANDUM TO: JOHN LANDWARD
FROM: Charles Kikuchi
SUBJECT: Hayashi request fpr WRA refund.

Mr. George Hayashi, Family #7555. Address 32-84A
Mr, Hayashi entered this project on October 20 under directicns from the WRA represen-
tetive., (See attached special travel permit.) He followed the @irections close=-
ly, but the WRA representative was not at the variocus stations to meet him so that
he was compelled to pay his own fare to this center from Butte, Montana., The Sheriff
of the respective cities in which he stopped advised him to pay for the fare with
the understanding that the WRA would refun him. i

The following is his account of what happened:

On Junell, Mr. Hayashi volunteered to go to the Sugar beet fields, withll
meri under his charge. He signed up with the American Crystal Sugar Comepeny and
they guaranteed him fare to the place of employment and retuen. &He left from the
Turlock Assembly center,

Around the middle of August his teeth started to bother him and his health
failed so that he desired to return to the relocation center, He had gone to the
dentist for treatment but was told that all of his teeth would have to come out
and since the expense for such service would be considereble, the dentist thought that
it would be the best plen for Mr. Hayashi to get his teeth attended to in the relocation
center,

The American Crystal Sugar Company promised to get him & speical travel pormit
so Hayashi went into the neighboring town of Townsend to wait for it. This was on
August 1l. Weeks went by and the permit did not arrive. Hayashi sent various tele-
grams asking the USES representative of the WRA why he had been delayed. His crew
were in town with him due to mome difficulty about the contragt for work.

All of his orew were inexpérienced workers and Hayashi claimed that the
employer paid them less than the prevailing wages. They were getting only $3.50
for thinning which was much below what had been promised. Room and board cost $135
per day and at that rate Hayashi stated that all of his workers were paying 35¢
a day for the privilege of working. However, Hayashi steted that he did not want
the boys to quit without further negotiations since "it was for the good of the
rest of the evacuees." The "Boss said thst he would give us $5.00 mn acre, which
was bbill below the prevailing wage, but we accepted it on the condition that he
would pay us 2.50 per acre for the second weeding. However, when the time came for
this the boss said that he would only give us #1.00 an acre. "Hell, when a man
breaks his promise, he is not being very m triotic, is he? We wouldn't stend for
his taking advantage of us so we left for Townsend."

From fugust 11 to September 19, Hayashi waited for the trawel permit, 1In
the meantime they were paying o their expenses and using up what little money they
had. Hayashi had to even start digging into the $65 which he had brought with him.
In the meantime, the townspeople started to get unpleasant. They attended the show
a lot, but one day there was a sign in the wéndow which said "No Japs sllowed in this
theatre." The Sugar company told them not to leave town without an army permit or
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<f;he poor English used by all of the speakers was the most noticeable things.

They had a lot of Japenese talks and then they would give an english translation.
There isnlt much doing around here so that most of the people attended this first
talent show. We came home about 10:30::>

The camouflage net project for this cemp has gotten underway now. The houses
are not all coﬁpleted so that only about 200 Nisei will be hired af lst., Eventually
they hope to have about 1000 workers from the two campy most of them Nisie girls.

The cotton picking situation has been marked off es a noble experiment. There
are still about 300 goiﬁg out, ‘but this work will be terminated for them soon. The

Arizona,Farm B

ureau Federation has investigated the whole thing, and they publically
announced that the residents of this camp were not to blame, since we have &

ghortage of man power also. “

one g T P.A6e
<E;; Santa Anite group will be able to get employment in our two basic industries

farming and camouflage netting. Next week the farm expeets to ship some vegetablé:
to the other relocatioﬁ centers. <‘hey have only about 1/10 of the area under
cultivation thet they hoped te have had.

The Constitutional committee met this afternoon to pass on the general
outline of the contents and a committee will be appointed to write the whole
constitution up into its final form,.

Thursday, Yctober 22, 1942

One of the dirtiesldeals T ever heard of was the situation that George Hayashi
got into. He was induced to go out to the sugar beets mupposedly for patriotiec
motives, but the boss tried to ta@ﬁﬁadvantage of them by foreing &hem to take low
wages. He actually lost money for the time he worked. George looks like a tough
Heawaiian, but he is a pretty smart fellow and he claims that the only reason he did
go to the sugar beeté was because he thought he could prove 2dyalty. The other
fellows laughed at him at lst, but he soon gained their respeet and became the
leader of the mroupe. “e would still be up there working if it were not for his

teeth(see attached case report)
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they would get into trouble.,  Hayashi sent another telegram, but the Helena

USES office did not answer. “he sugar man wanted Hayashi to take a job topping
beets, but he told them thet he was in no condition to work at that time. He

told hi if the permit did not arrive soon he would come to Gila without permission.
Finally on the 18th hhe sheriff of the town came to him and told him that he would
have to get out of town withing 24 hours or he would not be responsible for their
safety as the townspeople were getting worked up over the "Japs" in their midst.

He added that they could not even stay in the hotel.

So Hayashi could do nothing but go to Lake Co, Montens and go to work. But
he could not do the work as his general health was very poor by this time., He
stayed there until the end of September, but the WRA still did not arrange for his
permit., Finally in desperation, Hayashi started to hitchhike %o Helens, to see the
USES man. The bus would not sell him a ticket so he walked 40 miles to Missoula.

‘here was an air base near Missoula and he decided to take a country road
around it as he did not want to be picked up as a suspicious character at that time,
He got lost and he was pretty scared as he felt that the Sugar Company would report
him to the FBI. On the way to Helena he was picked up by a sugar representative who
took him back to Missoula. Hayashi then was asked to go back to Lake country to work,
but he refused saying that he wanted to get to Gila. Fgp the next lolﬁday, he stay-
ed in the Fort Missoula Detention station. (October 1d§p

On October 17 Mr. Choate of the WRA arrived on the scene and he gave Hayashi
a spetial pemit and a ticket to go to Butte. Three dollars was provided for meals,
The sheriff was waiting for him at Butte and he was escorted to the U.P. Depbte. The

WRA man who was supposed to. meet him there did not show up, se the sheriff advised
him to purchase his own fare and continue on to Salt Lake.

In Salt Lake, Ray Hill of the WRA, failed to meet him. -There was no ticket
left there for him zo he again bought a ticket to Prescott, Arizona. Nobody met him
there. After reporting to the FBI offices he again bought a ticket to continue on to
Phoenix. The sheriff of Prescott assured him that he would be refunded. 1In Phoenix
he again went to the FBI office to inquire why the WRA had not sent somebody to
pick him up. Just then a truck from this project was on the way back with a load
of supplies so Hayashi was instructed to come to Gila on thds truck. He was inducted
on October 20,

According to the special travel permit(attached) lMr. Choate had written that
his fare would be taken care of by the WRA. Since Mr. Hayashi mede no money while
working in the sugar beets and since he has only seven dollars left, out of the
original $65 which he took with him, he feels that the WRA should refund the money
which he advanced for fare. In looking over the “travel permit we feel that he is
Justified in askirg for this money. Attached is an itemized amount which he spent
in coming to this Center.

The original contraet with the Ameriecan Crystal suzar Beet company provided
that they would pay the fare back. Perhaps, the WRA office can get them to pay the
money for the fare., In the event that the Sugar Comapany refuses to refund this
amount, we still believe that the WRA should give Mr. Hayashi the £27.98 which he
spent, since he came her under instructions from a WRA representative.

Mr. Hayashi ig in poor heelth at the present time. His teeth infection has
spread to his general body system causing scales to form all over his lega. He was
in bed when the case worker called upon him this morning. He has been referred to the
hospital for possible confinement or treatment.
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Mr. Hayashi is en American citizen about 36 years of age. He was born in
Hawaii and followed the occupation of salesman until 1929 when he came to California.
For several years he had his own farm near Porterville, Californie but it failed due
to the depression. From 1933 on, he was an jtinerant farm laborer, traveling all over
the state. He claims that he has been tryfng to save up money to purchase another
ranch or else to by a ticket back to the Heawaiian Islands. He claims that his family
in the Islands are very well off.

In view of the fact that Mr. Hayashi has had such an unfortunate experience
with the Sugar Beet Company, and with his efforts to get back to this center, we feel
that everything possible should be done for the man.

Very truly yours,

Charles Kilkuehi
Social Welfare Worker

INSERT:

MINUTES

of

BLOCK MANAGERS' MEETING

Date: October 21, 1942

Time: 9:15 a. m.

Place: Centrsl Block Office, 42-3-D

Absent: Mr. Sugano, Mr. Satomi, Mr. Miyamoto

1. Chairman Harry Miyske opened meeting
a. TIntroduction of new Block Managers
21-Jack Kasei; 32-Frank Kobate; 33-Harry Sumi
34-S, Takeda; 36;Eddie Ogura
b. Use of English in meetinq:althgugh Japanese permissible
2. Mr. Chol% and Mr. Graham, Budget and “inance Division
a. heference to July and “ugust paychecks
b. September payroll checks probably end of month
3. 01d #usiness taken up
a, Clothes line--a section for it being discussed
b. Banks--banking institutions unable to have brandh here; attempt to
get private
¢. Sugar rationing books--turn into Central Block Office
d. Clothing for Block Managers and Assistants--stopping order came in but
requisitions being taken
e. Street lights--problem of Community Couneil: some blocks have mo lights yet
f. Telephone system--to be installed bery shortly
g. Parolees--no report necessary except change of address; £o to bp,
Lendwerd, Administration Building Room 16
Partitions to separate families--new Block Managers cheok up and inform
how meny needed
Vesl hours--can be regulated withing block
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je School children lunch--no action yet
k. Welfare cases--
(1) Report to Mr. Kikuchi or Secretary of Central “lock Office
(2) Confidential
1. Padlocks for ironing rooms--hard to get
4, Yp_ Williamson, I _ternal Security Department
a. Department a service orgahization
b. Duties and power
Problems
(1) Gembling
(2) Intimidation
(3) Lumber Stealing
Cooperation of Blook Managers asked inaarrying out Wardens' duties
Nichols, Public Works Department in charge of grounds.
Jeneral landscaping plans for camp.
What is being done
6. Additional Business.
a. Postal inspection--necessary because of discovery of contrabnad in
earlier packages
be. Wooden cots--extras to be turned into Property Department
¢. Tools--Bloeck Manager Office responsible.
de Cabbage plaants--available at Warehous Biock 69
e. Clothing facilities--location wanted in Blak 51
f. Shipments--privately stored merchandise can be handled by government
iff delivered to nearest government storage.
. lost and Found at Housing Dspartmgnt
ke Mess hall tickets
ie. Mesting for new Block Managers tomorrow morning to discuss election and
other matters
je Stoves--adagquate gas supply necessary; materials for flooring here
¥, Blenkshts--report to propsrty department if residents have only omne
l, Lumber=--up tc administration to work out distribution
m, Trash--will be picked up so must be left neer streets; do not burn
anything in here
n. Recreation Hall--Block Managers have no power
0. Policy of time by workers during illness to be found out.
Pe Ironlng room pads=--no definite answer
ge Mess Hall quPl#es--au warchouse opposite Block 89
r. Distributions of information re; Sanitary Regulations and Bleek Clerks
Meeting adjourned at 11:55 a. m.

INSERT:

of

BLOCK MANAGERS' MEET ING

Date: Oct. 21, 1942

Time: 9:15 a, m,

Place: Central Plock Office, 42-3<D

Absent: Mr, Sugano, Mr. Satomi, Mr. Muyamoto

Meeting was called to order by “hairman Harry Miyake. Pb introduced the
following new Block Mhn%gers Block 31, Jack Kgsai: Bleik 32, Frank Kobata;
Blosk 33, Harry Sumi; “legk 34, S, Takeda; Block 36, Eddie Ogura. One of the new
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s

One of the new Bioek Managers asked if it were permissable to use Japanese at meetings.
Mr. Miyake replied that there we=pe no regulations as far as speaking Japanese was
concernad but English language will be used at these meetings. However, if there

are some thing that are not understood well, they should be questioned and clarified.

Messrs. Cholt and Graham from the dudget and Finance Division were introduced.
They stated that they wanted to speak to Biocx I“‘a.::te.,a:;ers about issuing clothing serip,
but since Mr, Muso and others concerned were not present, they would come again to
a future meetin when arrangements oan be made with them. Neverthelessthey announced
that July and “ugust pay checks were here and will be ready fo; distirbution to
Block Managers for residents withing their blocks at 4 p. me “hey are asked to go
to the Administration Bldg., Rm. #7, Mr. Lewter to pick them up. If the payers find
any error in the amount they receive, they should take it all up with their own time-
keeper. September payroll has not been sent to Los “ngeles this week so all workers
can expect to be paid by the end of this month. In regard to clothes for workers,
it is in the hands of “r. Fryer to décide.

. Mr, liyake took up discussion of last wesk's business.
1. “lother line. A memorandum was sent from _r. Henderson to Mr. Brown asking for
materials. .he reply was that a cdothes line section between ironing and laundry
rooms were being disousses.

2. Banks. Banking institutions feel that they cannot open a branch here as they cliim
that they have no men or equipment. Administration is trying to get some kind of
system here, perhaps a private orgspization.

3. Sugar rationing books. If residents stillhave them, they should be turned inte
the Central Block Uffice.

4, Clothing for Block Managers and Assistants. It was taken up with Yy, Henderson
to go through, but in the meantime, stopping orders came in. However requisitions
are still being turned in.

5. Street lights. This matter has not been taken up as some blocks s£ill haven't got
any lights namely 32, no transformer, 33, 34, 36, light, but no fuse. The office

to whish it should be refeered is Mr. Brown, Engineer, Agministration Bldg. ®lock
32 wants at least an extension to the kitchen, other blocks request some fuses for
emergency. OStreet lights should be a problem of the Cimmunity Councile. As they are
meeting rhis aftérnoon, it will be brought up.

8, Telephone system will be installed very shortly in 32, 29, 47, 56, and 59 blocks.
P sY ¥

®. Parolees. For the benefit of new Block Managers who may have some parolees, those
parplecs should see Y, Kikuchi as far as change of address is concerned. According
to “r. Yusa of the I ternmal Severity who was present, parolees do not have to make
any report except chgnge of address; they should go to Mr. LYendward, Rm. 16, Adminis-
tration Building.

8. Partitions to separate families. The new B1ock Managers should check up in their
blocks immediaféT?lai to how many partitions are needed to separate families of 2s

and 3s in a room., “~here will be partitioning for ladies #est rooms, so there need
be no worry about materials for them.
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9. Meal hours. To regulate such in your block should be teken up within your
block.

10, School children lunch. Although they are working hard on this matter, they can't
get any action. It is one of the problems to be studied by the Community Couneil
but by all means, he hopes to have some action on that soon.

11. Welfare cases. If there are any, Block Managers are askéd to contact ftr. wikuehi
temporarily at 45 Mess or report to Seoretary of this office. Such will be condidential.

12, Pad-locks for ironing room. I#ternal Security had requested that those rooms be
locked, but locks seem to be hard to get.

Mr, Williamson of Internal Seouity was introduced. Firstly, he suggested
that it would be convefient and fagilitate work of the Dept. if streets were named
or numbered. It@is the work of the Community Couneil and will be sugzested to them.
He gtated that the Internal Security Deph. was 100% a service orgehiization and that
they weren't spies, snoopers, or such. H1e hopes to run a good police department and
that the big problem now is the Personal. They are looking for only good men, "cream
of the crop", enlistment of proper type of person. As to the question of how much
power or authority the police have, they have a lot of power. They are kmown as
Dept. of Internal Security; they can arrest anyone who vilates internal security(public
health) public welfare, morals, safety, and public convenience) They hawe had problems
with Indians and the construction worker in the past.

Yy, Williamson stated that the problem of gambling should be discussed open-
ly; that it is always a headache for the people and wardens. ‘hey feel that if a geame
was friendly and stake is small, such as penny ante" there nesd be no worry. Those
that should be eliminated are: l. If stake is large; 2. Professional gamblers; 3.
Crooked cards, crooked dice; 4., If house gets a cut; 5. If children or women present;
6. Obscene langusge, Mad noise, where place of neighborhood is concernmed., Yethod
that wardens take in these gambling cases is to take their names and give them warn-
ing and if they're caught again, lock them up. Intimidation -is anothernserious erime,
moral as well as legal offense. It should be stamped out immediately. "~ e hopes that
the community itself would discourage and make such practices impossible. [ is some-
thing that Block Menagers Bhould do. Lumber stealing is a very important social
problem. Value of lumber taken isZ not important but the fact that "kids" learn to
steal and think it smart is the problem.

QUESTIONS asked of *r. Williemson.

I, Fegarding area of the camp. there are 15,000 acres with signs around for boundaries.
There is an agreement with military police that residents have complete run of the camp
during the day time. At night military police are allowed to come in and patrol the
camp center(area in which we live); they patrol the outside in the daytime. No omne
should leave the camp at night except for lizitimate reasons. FPenalty for leaving

camp center at night is 3 to 5 years. Stricter measures may result if vieolation of
rulings coniinue. One purpose of the MP's is to keep umathorized people out of here

and causing trouble.

2. In case of emergency at night where you lmve to go to Camp #1, it was suggested
that the party concerned to go to the warden's office and they will accompany you there.

3. Mr. Yusa and Mr, Noda, assistants to *r. Williamson, were introduced. They may
come to future meeting s to be of any service.

Mr. E, Nichols is in charge of grounds of the Public Works Department spoke in
#ezard to general landscaping plans for camp, His work consists for working with
people of this community in improving the camp--removing rubbish, trash, and landscape
plannings. lhey are planting lawns around the mess halls. 1l-as an example fof what
planning and community spirit will do, 2- that everyone in the area goes to his mess
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hall 3 times a day. His plans for the entire camp are indefinite as it is necessary

to take up one block at a time. Hg has = supply of grass seed s and flower deeds

and if anyone desires them, the “lock Managers should refer them to him. There are

alse 2 nurseries which have a supply of young plants and are raising flowers, shrubs,

end such to be transplanted throughout the campl} Trees of 8 foot stock have been

ordered and he hopes to get them for early spring planting. *“ny individual may have

his own idea of landscaping around his apartment section and he is at perfect

liberty to go ahead with imppovements. “r. “icholi is located at Mr. Brown's office,
e 14 at Administration Bldg. His 2 sup-offices are at camp #1 and in last warshouse

at end of the Camp,

Questions

T. Zs to getting supply of seeds for him, there is a resteiction in that he wants
to have, name and address and how large a plot is planned. Also he would like %o
see if the ground is spaded and worked out so that they have a chance to surviwe,

2. Yuestions was asked what kind of trees had been ordered. Chinese elm, Cottonwood,
Russian olive, hina berry or Unmbrella.

3. How far out from font of house edge of street can one plant was asked. At least
12 foot spacee. E

4, Is it possiblegto borrow tools? One can make request at last warehouse.
Mr. Miyake stated that the Administration.staff has offered a little prize money
for most beautiful garden so he suggested to T_‘lock Mgnagers that they go back and en-

courage residents.

Additional - Business

1, Postal inspection. Reason for this inspection of packages was becasue a great many
contrabands had been shipped in here by express. All fré#ght Bs being inspected too.
It was suggested that Block Managers explain to people withiqg their block why the
inspection is necessary.

2. Wooden cots. Property Dept. has asked that they be turned in.

3. Tools. “ince Block Managers are in chargeof supply of tooks, it is very important
that they keep records and track of inhere they are loaned. They should report to
the Property Dept. where they have losttrack.

4, Cabbarze plants: Wr, Roger, Divector of Fam§ has a quantity of cabbage plants
available to the Residents who call at warshouse Zlock 69,

5¢ Clothing facilities. A memorandum was received in fhat a clothing store be open-
ed in "lock 51, 'r. Miyake will get together with the lock Manager concerned.

6., Shipment of trunk « All merchandise stored privately will betaken care of by
Pdderal government if individual will contact and deliver such merchandise to the
nearest govermment store..

7. lost and Found is at the Housing Dept.

8. It is possible to have a mess hall ticketssuniform was asked. It was suggested
that they need not TBke mess situation too seriously since there are still more
people &xpected; probably the last group will come in by the 26th or 27th.
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9. To discuss election and other matters, if would be helpful if the new blooks
have a meeting tomorrow morning at 8 a. m. ~locks concerned are 28, 29, 30, 31, 32,
33, 34, 38, 74, T3.

10, Stoves. l‘ney are working hard to get enough gas supply and it is a matter of
contract. It is hoped that it can be obtained Wwery shortlye. They have materials
for flooring, composition between linoleum and roofing.

11, ®lankets. Block Managers whose residents have only one should report to
Property Dept. at 42-1-B,

12,. Lumber. ihere is a problem of getting them for new residents which has been
taken up with Mr, Henderson. It is something for the Administration to wark out
and will have to be pushed.

13, Tresh. Do not burn anything here. Trash will be picked up so they must be
left near the street, 20 feet ﬁiway from the building.

B : & WL
14, lock managers have now power over the use of recreation hails.

5. There was e general discussion receiving credit by workers for time during
illnesses. ~he exasct policy of such will be found out.

16. #s to ironing room pads, there is no definite answer yet.
17. Mess hall supplies are at the warehouse opposite 69, Blook managers have nothing
to do with mess halls but are responsible for well-being of the people and have to re=

quest supplies in their behalf,

18, Information regarding Sanitary regulations and duties of ®lock Clerks were
distributed.

Meeting was adjournedmt 11:55 a. m.
End of insertew=-

George sald that the people up there were pretty narrow minded and it was not safe to

go into town alone. One of his crew did it and got mobbed. The USES were square shoot-

ers in its dealings, but the large sugar companies often did not live up to its
contract. "We work like hell gtehelp the country out, but those greedy bastards
won't give us a chance even after we save their damned crops. They try to scare us
into taking low wages and then pose as our friends. Hell, they are making plenty

of dough this year without being so oheap about it. My boys were in a tough spot
because if we went on a strike for better conditi ns and wages, we would hawq gotten
the tar and feather. Some of the big companies are all righ, but they buy the crop

from the little owners and it is these sons-of-bitches that try to meke us work for

nothing. The public should mow sbout these things before condemming us. At least
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we did get credit for saving the sugar beet crop, but the next time I work they

are going to sign an iron clad contract. They still owe me $16 for some work

I did for them, but they won't pay up. “nd they were not any too willing to pa
ng pay

my fare back. I was sick as hell, yet they wanted me tosstay on and worki"

Ken is planning to go out to Cincinnati and he wanted me to take over the
editorship of the paper because the rest of the group are so young. Jimmy also
urged it on me and he came over this evening to see if I would change my mind,

I told both of them that I had my work cut out for me in Social Welfare and I was
sticking with it. As T saw it, newspaper work is not my line while Social work

is something that I may continue on with. It would count as experience while the

paper work would not count for much. I told Jimmy that I would help him out, He

is worried that it may turn into a high school sheet., The plan is to groom him

for the editor's job if I would not go into that work and them let him take over. Jimmy
is a little fearful of the responsibility. I told him that he should stress Americane
ism and the war effort and he said, "Those Issei may come after me then. <The reporters
on the paper now aren't too good because they are always wanting to play, sports and
social activities."

I promised myself that I was through with the newspaper work after I left
Tanforan. It's too easy of a work and one may lose ambition. And the gang on the
paper is a lot different from the Tanfovan crowd., “They are a lot of young girls,
and it would be exceedingly difficult to have interesting bull sessions with them
as most of them have little backgrougd for such things. No paper workers came in
from Santa Anita and they only got one girl from the Fresno Center. There Just
doesn't seem to be anyone else in thiés camp with newspaper experience. Ken wanted
to makd the paper a daily but he has difrided against that now, e pulled a sly
trick on Cenal camp in the last issue. They have been yelling for more space so
he put a big "C" or "B" before each article (Canal or Butte) to show them that ghey
were getting a lot of space in the paper.

I spent half of the morning getting some jbxtra blankets. The old fellow
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caught a cold because he only hed two blankets and the property department refused to
issue him more. The Block Manager of 56 is really interested in his residents and he
brought the man up to me to see if I could do anything. I took the man down to the
property department but they refused to give more blankets. Finally, I went to the
next room and typed out a\note from the Social Wglfare Department and gave it to
them. Joe Mayomoto came in then and he honored the request and I worked out en under-
standing with him whereby his department would recognize our recommendations after
thise.

The regular clothing allowance is supposed to be set up by the end of the
month. Under the present plan, the workers get free clothing "on loan" if the di-
vision head "Oks" ite The workers family will be entitled to a clothing allowance

as soon as the machinery is set up. But a loet of them can't wait and I have been

handling these as emergency cases in order to get them an advance for their immediete

needss So far, I have not come =across any cheaters. Those that epply really need
the elothing, especially those from Turlock.

The workers are pretty well taken care of. I was over to their warehouse this
afternoon and Takeuchi told me that about 707 had already received clothing. Not
all workers are eligible--cnly those that wear out on the job. Takeuchi said that
they have been having some trouble with those that get greedy. They work a few days
on the farm just to get clothing and then transfer to another job and apply for more
clothings They are able to check up on these cases because the ID numbérs are used.
These workers are also entitled to the clothing allowance when the system is esta-
blished. The clothes they.get on the jobs are theoretically losned to them and they
are supposed to be turned in when they leave the job. The following is a list of
clothing that they have in store right now for the workers:

Aprons
Boots Rubber

Boots Rubber, knee

Breechss Wool 0LD,
Boots Rubber Hip asst. size
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Breeches Cotton 3,035 prs.
Breeches Cotton 0.D. 8,759 prs.
Breeches Cotton EKhaki 365 pre.
Caps Skull size 7 32

Coats Cotton Khaki 8,189
Coats Cotton Oe¢De 6.976
Coats Mackinaw wool 4,898
Coats Wool O.D. 5,000
Coats Cotton C.D. 4,830
Drawers Cotton summer 3,738
Drawers Cotton ankle length &,000

Hats Work denim brown 44

Hats Field cotton 67
Jerkins¥ Felt 0.D. 1,000
Shoes 25 prs.
Socks Cotton unbleached 10,821 prs.
Trousers Working denim 5,010 prs.
Undershirts Cotton quarter sleeves 4,467

So far T have handled few actual relief casess A few of the single 0ld men have

been refused and I usually try to get them a grant of money besides clothing if they

are unemploysble.

T am beginning to get varied types of cases so that I am still enjoying the ex-
perience, The only thing that gets me is this walking all around camp. I spoke to
Landwgrd today sbout further organization of the Social Welfare department and he is
going to have a staff meetingtomorrow affernocon. I eam ih hopes that he will leave a
lot of the organization in our hands so that we can go ahead and be more on our own
and take the responsibility so that it will be more like a welfare department., I
asked Landward to caution the whole staff sbout tallking these cases over with other
people since they are all supposed to beconfidential in nature. MNiura does & lot of
talking and Helen seems to discuss the cases a lot., She has been trying to get Amy
Moroka into the department, but Landward wants to give some Santa Anita person a
chance so that they will be represented. Archie is going to transfer over as Mr.
Henderson's secretary so that a new girl will be broken ine I met her this after-
noon and she claims to take 160 words of dictation per minute. I have been typing
most of my cases out because S@ehi has been so busy.

A steel cot w as finally brought for Emiko due to her back although she hasn't
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been complaining =bout it lately. In faet, she is doing most of the work asround the
house right now. Alice and Miyoko stayed in bed today because they caught -a cold
lest night while stending out in the open at the talent shop. E., B., and Tom went
to the open air movies sponsored by Father Clement, but the sound would not go on
so that it will be shown again next Saturday evening.

Jack has been busy finishing up the lagt mindte building before he leaves,
He put up one more closet in the cher roomes Now the problem will be to fit all the
furniture in the room so that it won't look unbalanced. It will all be arrenged to-
morrow and I want to be around to battle for my little niche. As long as I get a
good plece for my desk, I won*t mind. I gave it the final coat this evening. Tomorrow
I will touch up the handles with varnish stein and it will all be completed except
for the tope. It costs about $3.00 to have the plywoed or linoleum shipped in so

that I will have to get it some other way. Maybe I will be gble to get Bob to pick

it upe We will be pretty comfortable now with all the addit101s.":>;

Friday, October 23, 1942

We put the furniture in place tonight snd what a royal fight it wese. I_wanted
my desk in a certein spot and Alice wanted the bureau where the light wouldnt't hit
ite Emiko, Bette, and Tom went to a show so that they did not take part in the
decision--until later. Mom wanted to put all the girls in the other room, but this
we s unanimously voted down as it would be ineconvenient for them to get their clothes.
\xgifl Alice said that she took a course in interior decorating once and shs said that
we would have to fix the room up in an unbalanced furniture stylee. :I wanted to
balance what we had wp, and put the beds in the upper end of the room, leaving the
lower portion free for a "parlor"™ and study room.

We did a lot of experimenting but it would not come oute I proposed that

Alice move into the nexg room with Tom, Emi, Bette, and me in here. Alice proposed
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that I move into the next roém leaving this room for the girls since all the good
furniture was in heres Jack just did the moving. He wanted to get through so that

he could start packing since he is leaving for New Jersey in the morning. He wanted
to get it settled sé that there would be mo arguments later. Finally, Alice proposed
that we "experiemnt" with her plan so we moved all the furniture once more from the
way Mom (I won her over) and I wanted it. After we got it all set up, Alice decided
that it looked fine and the whole thing was settled, I objected, but since she got out
of a sick bed, I couldn't force the issue although I did not like the arrangement.

She said that it was the best way because the light from my desk would bother no-
body at night,.

Here is the way it was fixed from her plan:

Front asor
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Once the "experiment" was established, there was mo changing ite. I protested

again and again, but to no avail.,:>

When Fmiko snd Betterthought the whole plan was corny and unbalanced. The
battle started sghine This time I suggested that we "experiment." Since Bette,
Emiko, Mom end I were egreed, Mom gave the signal to go back to the original plan.
So about 10:30, we sterted moving things all around againe Alice stayed in bed and
she would not come in to view our work because she gaid that it was too unbalanced and
hideous to viewe But we pronounced the "8xperiment"” a total success and that is the
way it stands now. As long as she is outvoted, she can't do much about it so I had
better cultivate Bette end Emiko real good for the mext week or else they may be won
over to her sidee I can understand the wéy she feels because I probably would not
have felt so good if I had been voted dowme Fortunately, our tastes in furniture
arrangements, althqug[it may not be up to "zood" stendards, seems along similar
lines (the winning side) -and only minor ad justments had to be mades Alice may
bring it up again tomorrow, but she will probasbly give in (more than I would have,

I thinke)

This is how our front room is planned at present. (Some of the furniture needs

]

to be painted yet and I need a Masonite top for my desk.)
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<§; liked this arrangement better because it balanced the bed up and it 1 eft

the lower half of the room free from a bedroom resenblance.”:>

Yom, Tom and Miyako will be in the next room and P op later on. We still
haven't fixed up the furniture in there yets. But it won't have so much new furni-
ture in it as ours, although it has considerable. The question next to be debated
is the drewer space in the bureau. There are three drawers in this room for four of
us snd each wants a separate drawer. <ﬁén&tively, we worked it out as follows:
drawers for Emiko, Bette and me in here. Alice is to get two drawers in the other
bureau in the next room and then she gets one tiny extra drawer in the dressing set.
Jr Alice gets one drawer in the next room and two in the dressing set. Emi and Bette
get the other two and split the extra one in whatever room Alice don't want one.
It's really e complicated situation, but very importent to the girls with all their
clothese I will have plenty of extra room in my desk drawers and we plan to put in
the 6 reams of paper plus other stuffe. I still will have to find some place to put
the magazinese. The photo albums now occupy the space in the small bookcase that I
had for the magazines, but I think I will be able to find some space if we plan it a
little more2>-This setting up the household is quite a complicated business when
everyone wants space. We are much more fortunate than a lot of families who are
crowded 6-2 in one of these rooms.

After this was all settled, for the time being anyway, Jack sterted to pack
his stuff. At first, he only intended to take 150 pounds of luggage with him but
it looks like he will have a lot more.s He had to pack an extra grip. We took up
a collection of ¥50.99 +to give to Jack as a going away present. He won't have too
much money so that he can well use it--in spite of his refusal, we mt it where he

could find it later.

<:§om stayed up until now drawing some sort of a plan of a backrest which he is

going to meke in his woodwork classe. He is going to make it for Pop so that he can
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git up in bed when he comes back.

Alice has some sort of spring fever, It seems to have come from the San
Joaquin Valley and she has been in bed for two days nowe Miyoko has also been pretty
sicks The doctor thinks that/i:s German measles and she had to be isolated in one
corner of the room. We may even get quarantinedl Mom went to the doctor today and
they say she is getting along OKay. They gave her a ‘shot in her leg and bandaged it
up because it has been bothering her., The kids also have been getting their teeth
fixed.

Blackie is getting to be a nuisance now a days and the dog house will have to
be built soon for here. The only thing is that she is begimming to bark at night%;;::;

Qver great protests, we are going to try a system of having study hours in the

evenings for a while so that the kids will get msed tc studying regularly once more.

“Penatively, the hours are set from 7-9, although it may inteffere with some of the

radio progremse. My@amle& redio @s been properly disposed of. Ii; got caught in a

box that Tom and Jack were lifting and it crashed to the floor. <Eé? tubes must have

been broken and it also suffered other serious internal injuries because it no longer
functions:>>'e still have two more little redios. I was surprised to hear that Kote,
fThe Japnese butler in the play "@reen Hornet"lis no longer a Japanese. He is now a
faithful Filipino valets It would not do to have any Japanese dephoted as an
honest and faithful person during these times of war.

I am going on more and more cases these days and the walking I do is terrific.
At the end of the day,.my feet just burn and I am exhausted.<<éTiko says that I am
getting more and more round-shouldered so I will have to comsciously correct my
posture he majority of the cases I am carrying are for emergency clothes. Right
now, we are still handling them as relief casese. There are a lot of mothers here

with several children and they are in great need because their husbands are interned

Por the duration. They can't work on account of the young childrens One of the
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things I have noticed is that their apartments have little home-made furniture since
there is no man around to do ites One of these mothers told me btoday that she is quite
worried abous bringing up her children because the father is not around to discipline
them., Efforts are being made to getmany of these internmed husbands back to their
families. '
I go beyond good social work sometimes, because I stop and give a "pep" talk
on Americanism to some of these cases who seem rather discouraged. A number of them
have a "what the hell" attitude and they try to get everything they can for nothing
without working, but this is in the minority. I point out that the United States via

the WeR.A. is greatly concerned about each individual person and promises are rapidly

being made to give them the best of care in the way of food and health and other

facilitiess I can't say much about the mental provision since the govermment does not

give out too many announcements that sound encouraging to these people. The cases
that need it the worst afe most often the ones that are not reached due to the lang-
uage barriers.

One_case I had in which the "typical" Jap.nese pride of being independent of
public aid was the aged couple whom I visited this morning in Cemp 1ls The man is
70 and the woman is about 65, They refused aid on the basis that they would be dis-
graced and would never be able to hold their heads upe They said that they had some
small savings that they were going to use up firsts I pointed out that this system
we have now is not really relief since we are all technically on relief as wards of
the governmente. :dI told them that it was their right to receive any advantages to
which they were eligible, But they would have no part of relief. "I will be forced
to hurble myself and disgrace my family name next month when I will be forced to
accept aid," he said.

Most of the homes that'I visit seem to be all alikes They must copy each

other in making furniture. A lot of the rooms are still unfurnished sinece there is
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no room for anything besides the bedse The Camp 1 people, however, have a lot more
cement work than our camp. <§here are many Oriental gardens filled with the fish

caught in the canals, During the recent rain, a lot of the fish weres wabhed out

and the men have been going fishing with these nets in order to refill their pondsj::>

I saw about four pl aces Q’i Camp 1 toda)>'bhat had cement walkse The people there
were able to make bargains with the workers to get sacks of cement. The worker
(Cauncasian) gained by it since the cement belonged to the contractor or to the Armys.

There are also a number of these cement Japanese towers in Camp 1. I don't
Imow what they are supposed to signify, although they may have been put up to give
the builders a tast of their former countrye Perhaps it is a symbol of escape for

thems Most of these old people will hever see Japan again unless there is a mass
deportation.

A lot of the people have transplanted trees to their yardses A few have those
large sactus plants., Some outhinking persons were 6utting down the cactus plants in-
disoriminately so that a letter was sent to the Courier with the plea that the
evacuses should leave the beauty of the desert untounched and in the same conditions
efter we leave this place.

Other interesting things I saw in Camp 1 today were many art objects carved
out of old pieces of trees. They are varnished up and mede into innumerable artistic
forms resembling snakes, animals and inanimate objects. The old men sit for hours
cutting and carving. They are so full of patience.

The young Nisei over there have built football, basketball, and volleyball
fieldse They mark out the dusty old ground and esch night it is watered until it is
now packed down into a hard surface. It is amazing what people can do with nothing.
We are shead of C;mp 1 in one respect--more things have been painted. The hospital
here has been a very good source for paintse I don't think that I will have quite
enought peint to finish up, but we will manage to get some more paint somehows. The

girls and Mom are now making ourtains out of the material we brought along.

-
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The farm workers have finally gone out on a strikel It has been brewing for
weeks., The farm workers have been dissatisfied with many things and it came to a head
this morning when 200 of them walked out. They heard that a photographer was coming
in so all of the boys quickly went back to work in order to aveid eny unpleasant pub-
licitys The apparent cause of the strike was the lack of transportation. They
farm workers have to go to work on their tractor drewn trailers and they felt that
they were getting a raw deal since other departments seemed to have cars and trucks.
However, the real cause of the strike was the resentment against the cotton pickers.
The farmers felt that they were working just as hard as the cotton pickers and not
meking near as much. This problem has been solved up at Poston by giving those
who live in the camp but work outside in private employment a flat wege of $19.00
g month, The rest is put into an "Evacuee Trust Fund" and all workers will share
evenly in ite. A similar set-up may be set up here, unless cotton picking is stopped
altogether. The farm workers are extremely jealous of the cotton pickers here and
they have been led into this strike without kmowing what it is all about py a few
of the hotheads who call them "suckers™ and "yellow Americans" w ho K}!iﬂw admin-
istration and that they are damn fools for working hard. These few seem to forget
that we are not working for salaries and it is the work itself that one gets inter-

ested in. If we get much of this sort of stuff, the whole resettlement success will

be endangered by those who do not realize that;kelocutiou here is only the second

step in the whole resettlement plane If they lose fight now, there is not much
hope for the futures The W.ReA. 1s thinking of the next step. All along it has
been encouraging the people to take outside employment. I% is also setting h:f
égégﬁﬁs in the Middle West in the effort to get the evacuees jobs out theres There
is a good chance that they will be able to get a lot to do general farm work with

the increasing problem of an agricultural labor shortage.

The farm workers here do not think of these thingse They are only agitated
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by their immediate needs. There is no denying that they are working under conditions
of hardship but the physical facilities will be given to them if it is at all possible.
<g:10t of the workers are not aware of the serious tire shortage on the outside::>
These are their demends:
1., Additional trucks for transportion
2. Shoes immediately--they are supposed to have them under the work corps
set-up '
A two gallon drinking centeen in each field so that the workers can drink
fresh watere.
Raise from $16 to $19 per month
Mackinaws for each worker like some of the other department workers are
receiving.,
Work panks for all as promised.
The cotton pickers to quit their jobs immediately and for them to come
work on the farms that really need extra workers if the crops are to be
saved.
<§;st of these demands will already be taken care of as planned and the workers
appear to have beeﬁ a little hasty in their deciSion§;> The administration staff held
a meeting all morning to settle this whole thing without getting any
adverse publicitye Fryer is going back to the San Francisco offices and his
assistant there, a man named Cozens, will be the acting project director. <Et will be

interesting to see if it will be an Indian Service or a F.S,A., man, Henderson is

the man for the job, but politics often prevent the best men from getting 12>> A

new project director should be put in at once so that he would be able to take
pctions on such problems as in the farming situation. The workers are not striking
because of disloyalty--they are reacting in a typical American way--a way that is
not very popular with the general public at this time.-

Landward called us all together for a staff meeting. He pointed out that
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oV ?W{
all cases were confidential and that we should all guard against talking. Muira
discusses all of the cases with his friends and I told Landward that the stuffws
leaking out and that we could not give the community good service if the public lost
confidence in the department, I did not tell him about Miura although Landward
guessed where the leak was. Miura got excited and he swore up and down that he
never told a person anything about the welfare casese. It was not aimed at him so
he must have been having a guilty conscience. Helen and Bubech will come up soon
and T asked Landward whether he could find space elsewhere, Landward was willing to
move his whole department elsewhere so that it could be centralized and with our-:
present space it would be impossible to serve the people adequately. Miura objected
greatly to moving. He doesn't want to give up his office in the administration build-

"prestige." But an adjustment in office space will have to be

ing as he uses it for
made if we are going to have a Social Welfare department for the people.

I also suggested that we keep definite case records and Landward will see if
he can get the form I presented mimeographed. We are going to have one hell of a
time getting a typewriter and office furniture, but we have to have them as the
girls now working for Landward eand Miura are ov erworked. Landwarn won't consider
putting on any more social workers at the present time, although I think that we
need theme Our staff is ioo small to handle 21l of the problemse. The people jus®
are not coming in because it is so difficult to see Landwarde. He is only there
in the afternoons. However, lLandward is very reasonable and he will meke adjuste
ments as soon as he finds that he cannot possibly handle everything. He has already
turned over mamy varied typoes of cases to me and I am now going to work on him to
bring Butch and Helen up to help with the relief cases as only one of them is ne=-
cessary down at the Housing Department to take care of welfare adjustments.

W also voted to give the people stenograephic services if the request was

reasongble. .Many of these Issei need somebody to write letters for them. If Warren

4
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is elected governor of California, the evacuees are in danger of losing what
property they now hold in California ahd somebody has to write the letters for these
property owners.

The people in the Santa Anita blocks still do not have any lights so that they
are compelled to go to bed early. It is working as a great hardship on the mothers
who have to warm up milk for their babies. Without electriecity, they just can't do

it.)

The Assembly Center provincialism is still prevalent. It is made conspicuous
by these people that wear T shirts with Turlock, Tulare or Sgﬁta Anita printed on
theme It is some symbol of belonging to a group. I saw one bleek:di marked Tulare
Blvd. and another Santa Anita Siretche Some of the nameplates on the doors also
advertise the center from which they came.

Bette says that a lot of glsie's friends are small minded and Japanesy. One
girl told her today not to talk to the Santa Anitans because they were a bunch of
rowdies, and the Tulare girls that belong to Elsie*s high school clique look down
on the Turlock girls as some lower form of life. Another girl told Bedte that the
Filipinos werz the lowest type of people and "I know one girl Whé almost went across
the street to play with a Filipino boy once." This made Bette quite disgusted and
she told the girls that she had many Filipino friends and that they were just as hu-
man as anyone. Emiko chimed in also. She told them that this was Americaf and as
Amdricsns they should be tolerant of all people in this country. “ood for themf
(Wow! 2 :00 a.m. so tired, I must Z0e)

Saturday, October 24, 1942

<<élackie is now the problem childe We put her outside in a temporary doghouse,

but Blackie does not like her new home., "Wy must be firm and not give in when he
whines," says Bette, but Emiko has a soft heart and she has been going out almost

every 5 minutes to Quiet her downe There she goes out again and it's 11:303
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I spent all evening getting the magazines arranged and the book shelf or-

There is still a lot of work to be done around this place and we are not

e near settled, <ﬁ£ feet tortured me tonight; I have been on them all ddye.

All afternoon, painted up some more of the unfinished furniture and tomorrow I will
» s
rive it the final coate Then the bulk of the painting will be over.::>
Ywol/ I thought that I would run short of paint so I scouted around for some. At
the administration building, they are pinting the trimmings of ‘the interior woodwork
so I took my gallon can down there, Some Nisei fellows are doing the painting, but
they took the afternoon offe I went into the office eand just opened upéme of the mixed
cans of paint and filled my gallon can up.
/1
WAl 4 Caucasian foreman, of another department evidently, chanced in just then.
grabbed one of the clean brushes and started to paint the woodwork in that

e

overtime, heh?" he questions.

good spirits Y, u are doing a good job on this building."

"Thank you," I gulp.

I The fellow walked out and as soon as he was out of sight, I walkéd out through

\!
'

the other door. Tom and I also went over to the hospital a little later in the after-
A couple of the Caucasian plumbers had dropped by earlier and they said that
save us some nice pine boxes. When we got over there, alll of the workers
were gone except the Indian watchman. I struck up a conversation with him and used
new tacticse T told him that it was a shame that everyone was stealing things there
and thenwent on to let him know that I needed a big piece of masonite for my desk.
The Indian took me around inside, but there were no loose pieces in sights. He said
that he would save me a piece'if he could when the rest of the linoleum is laid on

|7

the hall way, <£Le mess hall in the hospital is filled with all sorts of modern

conveniences, including three air fans. The interior is almost completed and they

are now putting fixbtures. No beds have been put inyet./ The Indian guard gave us a
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consolation prize of two long two by fourse Right after we left, we saw him chasi

an old man gway from the same pilel. Not so many people go around the hospital

that they have cut down the guard. They all go to the camouflage lumber pile.

<:£'mhts have been installed in the ends of the rec halls and mess halls so

that it is not so dark around our place
Emiko was talking to four new Santa Anita girls and they said that the other
Wisei seemd to avoid the Santa Anita group because they thought that the whole bumech
The girls said that they only wanted to be friendly.
the whole evening writing a composition for one of her olagses
ooperation is necessary in a relocation center. Here them was that educatian
and work were the most important thingzs and that everyons had to work together if we
were to have any sort of fubure in America,
Jeck left this morning. Tom was busy most
§ movie grojectors.‘:>
This morning I went over to Camp 1 to finish up about éight clothing cases.
I took the bus over as usual and it was jammed as never before. There must have
been twenty five people in the back of that small Army truck. Not many of the
assengers talked much. A little boy chattered continuously. When we passed one
unit farm fields, he pointed out and said: "The Japenese work there,"
Hig little companion then raised the question that "Y¥éu are a Ja panese too."
ittle boy* "I am note I am an Ameriocan,"
"No, you are a Nisei."
at this and then for the rest of the wey they sat with
less faces. Even the further remark of the little boy:"Look at the
cow with the buszard eating on it" did not cause them to change expression.
Once over in Camp 1, I explored the school over there. It is 'similar to

the one in Butte. All of the clessrooms are in barrscks. The carpenters have made
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desks for many of the classrooms, but no seats yet. The children sit on planks set
on empty nail berrels. Bette says that most of the classes have over 60 pupils in a

Y
¥

¢lass and those at the back can't even squeeze into one of the small barrackse. School

conditions will be a difficult adjustment for the students. There is a

the pupils will lose interest entirely. Bette and Tom are thoroughly

disgusteds "It's nothinglike the Vallejo High School." But Bette is already making

her adjustments and doing her homework very faithfully.

I continued on to watech a football game for a while. The league is now getti ng

underwaye The teams call themselves some name, usually of a

southern part of the state. At the upper end of the field, the championship soft-

ball game was in progress and there was quite a orowd of spectators. The Issei were
yaseball game than the football game., A lot of the fellows in

Camp 1 wear "Trojan" sweaters so they must be from Los Angeles. Another type of T

. a 1 . . - -
shirt that I didn't notice much previously are the manyhrmy T shirts stating the

training base, like Camp Crowder, etcﬂzhk

ked to a very interesting young Issei women (R.W,) this morning. She

Tal
is about 32 gnd hess two young children. Just before evacuation she sepsarated from
her husband, who is now in the Fresno Centers She told me that he was too narrow
minded and jealous of here, This seems to be the common complaint against many of
the Issei husbands. They are very possessive over their wives, even though mang

were married under a picture bride arrangement. These older Issei will retain this

dea of gbsolute male domination to the end. R.W. is surprisingly Americanized., She

even has an American flag on her doore "After the war, I em going back to Fresno

to operate the store which I have a half interest ines They want me to sell out,

especially some of my Issei friends, because they think that we are all going to
But I think not."™ Mrs. R.W. plans to support her children with the

income from the store and perhaps even be able to send them to college. "I came

Bere when I fag 13 years old and have Nisei ideas nowe My children are definitely
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Americas. I didn't like Japan when I wes there and it holds no
fond memories for me., We were so poor that I had to work on the farm when I was
only 8 years old, Life in Fresno is heaven compared to Osaka snd my children will
be much better off by being good Amerioans." Mrse R. W. is a Fresno State graduate

in the mess halls.
, ey
he says: "I can't understand whgy #ke fool their children
about Japan being so goode The Nisei wouldH't have a chance there unless they had
lots of money and meny contacts. Even before the war, my sist d to write and

tell me how sorry she was for the Nisel in Japane. They were treated almost as badly

who wes bitter. ("Hello, aren't
at the administration building. I saw a smiling
her at firste It was Rosie Imenura who left
Tanforan just a W weelk: efor: id to come here with her brother who is a

e ML
pharmecist.

U

After we got to talking) Resie told me what she thought of this place and her

and saddere. "I hate it here; the people are so Japanesy and hickish.
<<£ will always regret that I did not go to Utah instead with all my friends from San
?rancisco;> Remember how Americanized they were at T nforan? All of the talent
shows wer: in English and they did not have a lot of those Japanese dances. Here

they snnounce in Japanese and those old Bon Odoris and other Japanese dances make

me sicke N, wonder they evacuated usi <€:never go to the talent shows anymore.

Might as well stay home and read a good hook:> I stay away from the Japanese as
7

much as possible here and I try to associate or mingle with more of the Caucasians

around the project especially those in the administration buildiinge It's no use

in Imowing these Japanese., I feél sick at the stomach at the way some of fhem talk
America. They just don't kmow how lucky they are."

It just occured to me while she was pouring out her feelings that I felt the
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same way at Tanforan, not so much here and a lot of the abuse directed at the Issei
was really a personal frustration which needed some sort of an outlet. Rosie de-

finitely has 1 ad j herse in the least to the new life here, She is with-

drawing into a shell. To heq{, she is the only one who is right, the rest of the

residents are all wrong--or so it seems. I mentioned to here that she_only g aw and
heard things that confirmed what was already in her minde I told her: "It is up to
people like you to show and tell them about America instead of taking it for
granted that they can never be good Americans. That has always been the trouble up
to nowe Nobody wants to give them a chance so they grasp on all the harder to what
they have had in the paste It is a desperate clutching at that., If these people
were accepted more, they would not need to fall back on these distant dreams. How
can you expect them to feel otherwise if even the Nisei view them oversuspicously?
Isn't that intolerant and isn't that one of the ressons why even we are in these
camps 7"

Rosié did not agree with me: "No, you are wronges The majority af the Issei
it hurts me to admit this have always identified themsslves closely with Japan and
the war has not changed thise I have talked to lots of them in the past and they
always brag shout the Japanese viamtoriess They even want the Nisei sometimes to be
loyal to Japan, although I will admit that they can understand the Nisei loyalty
to America. But, the Issei will always retain a strong race affinity to Japan and
they want Japan to win this ware. How can I ever get together with them when we hold
such conflicting aims. We are poles apart,"

I couldn't answer this last one and evaded the question by saying that I didn't
talk to many Issei, perhaps that was why I was more confident’ for the future. But
I still think there are possibilities of educating the Issei.

Sunday, October 25, 1942

Sunday--the day of rest, but I worked hard (I think) in finishing up some
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more of the painting.<{I got e late start--stayed in bed until about 9:00. Emiko
made so much dust in sweeping that I had to get up in self protection. Emiko and
Bette had a slight feud on today. Emiko was put out because Bette did not stay home
to do the dishes, but ran out to churche Mom was not feeling so well so she stayed
in bed todays Alice and Miyoko also still in bed. '

Tom spent most of the day in building a back rest and bed tray for Pop when

he comess <1t took him all daye

ORe,
The bulk of the painting is now finishe§;>'1 still have to put a door on the

closet (Jack left the plans tagked to the wall so that I would not bungle the job).
(Eigot ghold of some white enamel so pminted the desk lampe. Also varnished my file
caebinet and the radiose It took me all evening to go through my material snd throw
away the oid papers;>>3ince Llice is not up yet, I took asdvantage of her inactivity
and te®ked up meps and banners end flags all over the walls. The room now has s
colleginte and mgsculine atmosphere. Bette and Emiko like it, but Alice may want
something more feminine to decorate the walls. If she does, she will have to take
all the stuff down herself and I don't think she will be tg@t ambitious. It's a
matter of who gets things up first.
p;f;*Aliee had decided to stay on a couple of months here because of Pop's ccnditinnﬂ.
She still procrastinates and is afraid to take the plunge and there is not any use
for us to say anything since it is her# life. If we talk about it, she will think
that we are trying to get rid of her.
<<g}though I have a wood cot, I am not too uncomforteble nmow that I have Jack's
mattress and pillow in addition to my own. It is almost as soft as a spring bed.
Mom got up for a little while to work on the window curtainse. We joke around
and say that we Wiil be here for ten yyears so we may as well get the best material
and don't put up any junk. It is hard to convince Mom of this policy because she

has been used to over encouraging for the past 30 years. At Tanforan, everything
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was more temporary, but we are trying to get more settled and comfortable here. No
more of this living out of & trunk for a whiles Space is limited, but we are more
fortunate than meny of the families that I see in their crowded apartments. The
future has to be kept in mind, but we also have to meke adjustments to this camps.

The employment office prefer to sign up the Sante Anitans for the camouflage
net projects. Yuka Wada, one of the interviewers at the employment office, said that
they ere only prtting a limited number of people on right now until the technkecal
details of the project are worked out:>>

Next week, there should be a little easing off of the request for publie
assistance grants. The July and August payrolls were issued during last week.
Not so many workers were assigned at first while the camp was filling up, but even
et that the combined pPayroll for the two months was over $26,000--more than the
largest payroll we ever had at Tanforan. The September payroll will be almost
#60,000 for the 4,000 people now working in the project. I will get about 811 of
this sinee I did not begin work until the middle of Septembers The farm unit is
planning to hold a big barbecue out by the butte when this general pay is distribu-
ted.

The Adult Education classes will berin next week but there is a limited

number of courses. They don't seem to be able to get qualified tegchers for these

courses among the residents. The largest classes now are chiefly in art and radio.
Later on, the currioulum is supposed to be greatly expanded with a wide variety of
COUrses.

Bette went to the High School Church Forum this evening and she said that it
was 2 big flope All they talked about was haw they could get a mess hall near
school or else all get lunches to takee Our block is the only one giving lunches to
the hipgh school pupilse BRette: "They didn't even talk about has we could maintain

s constructive attitude towards education. I bet most of those kids walked way
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than a bhalf mile to school befores. They should not complain about these thingse I
think most of them have an inferiority complex--they are always sayihg that the
teachers act snooty towards them, but I don't think the teachers are so super--

not nearly asgood as the Vallejo High teachers."
this country

Indications of how the war is affecting/was the announcement that Congress

will probebly lower the draft age to 18 and 19 in order to release this virtually

tapped reservoir of fighting manpower., Mere boys going to war., I don't know how

it will effect this country since this means that the college man will be mighty
scarce for the next few years. If we are to have good leaders in the post war perioed
etion in taking these boys out of the educational

War is the prime aim now =nd it may be necessary to preserve democracy--or
0
the status quo--but it all seems ¥m silly Rk The soldiers are always the
innocent vietims of drastic national upheavals "while the mighties make daring ad-
ventures, e little owg perforce must pay the price " It doesn't affect khe
en do is to go out and pick gotton or sugar beets. Some
already out in the sugar beet fields, according to Mr. Huso. Land=-
encourage going to sugar beets because a lot of the Nisgei
employers.,
Army snd Congressmever had any any intentions of a general
evacuation of ltalians, Att'y General Biddle last week freed this group "of the
igma of being classed as enemy aliens." W citizens and in that classifi-
cation-- whet a hell of a notel The "loyal" Germans will be next to bs cleared.
But it will be a long time before the Issei will even be considered to belong to the
"loyal alien” class. Fven a hearing board would be satisfactory at the present
time., As long as nothing is said on the subjeet, the Japanese will have a hard time
)

in resettling outside of the

The Office of War Information is going to release a propaganda film goon called




Charles Kikuchi
October 25, 1942

MJapanese Relocation" and it will no doubt justify the evacuation by showing how
the Japs surrounded the airports, ete. At least it will be a more objective picture
than some of those Hollywood concoctions, like "Little Tokyo, UeSed." that I read

about., The Hollywood pictures probably will reach a much larger audience than the

government film.;:>

Monday, October 26, 1942

Something must be wrong with my feete I think that my arches fell from walking
around this camp on my cases! Anyway, my arches were so tired this morning that I

did not havé the heart to punish them further. GSo, in order to avoid this cruelty,

<<g’stayed in bed until 9:30. TWhen I got ué})l decided to take the rest of the momn-

. ing off to help Emiko rearrange the rooms some more, <Je put the girls® beds in this
room and I plaved a lot.of empty trunks up on top of the closet. We still haven't
enough room in the dressers so I put some more boards in the linen closet so that an
extra shelf could be made for Emiko's =nd Bette's things::>
V( ;{ I also took my clothes out of the truqF--the first time they have been out
since last May. They smelled all mothy. I don't lmow when I'1l ever be needing my
good clothes again, llost of the time I just wear rough clothes. Most of the workers

they think
in the administration "dress" up for work and/that I am just one of the messenger
boyse But I feel more comfortable and there is no special prestige to wearing a
white shirt as far as I can see.

We don't have enough clothes hangers so that there will have to be some
redistribution unless we get some more. This sort of life does teach one cooperation
and & sort of communal spirit whereby everything is shared. However, there is still
lots of the possessive spirit left in most of us yet end we like to have our own

corner and things.

Miss Hasagewa was in this afternoon to tell me all sbout lrs. Kono. She said
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that the woman was a mental case. She had a persecution complex snd put heavy drapes
over her windows to keep people from peering in. She is supposed to speak a "bookish"
English and comes from a brilliant family., A lot of herg talk is about love letters
and "indecent houses". <@gss Hasageawa stated that she was most concerned about Mrs.
Kono's 10 year old son. e would come home and ask his mother why the neighbors
called him crazy. Mrs, Kono is greatly devoted to her son and lavishly spends her
last cent on him. Her husband is in an internment camp and there is a possibility
that he will be released;>

N{;ﬁ lirs, Kono hates the Japs and rues the day she was ever born one. She claims
to know no Japanese. She works in the Caucasian mess hall and is apparently happy
there. The neighbors all talk about here--even the Reverend's wife--and they do not
try to dnderstand her or be sympathetic so that her "hatred of the Japs" may partly
be traced back to this source. In such a congested place as this, there is little
privecy and the neighbors gossip like hell. The Japanese are no exceptions. MNost

of the old women and men haven't toé much to do so they sit around on those platferms
and talk about everyone they know=--and don't know,

<§?3. Kono was in Carmanillo but she is not a mensce to the communitij)May—

be she is right and everyone is "erazy" but her. She refuses to move to another
neighborhood. There are no psychologists or psychiatrists around and I don't think
she needs to be institutionalizéd since she is no menace to the community. <§Fe

son 1s very sensitive so that we may be able to do something for hime. I looked up
the case report from Tulare, but it was not even worthy of consideration. They had
made all sorts of diagnoses and even had figured out the nature of her mental illness

without benefit of any professional help. It seemed to me that they only reflected

their ovm prejﬁdices in this casi;>’Miss Hasagawa<<; very much interested in helping

the boy’and gjgﬁagreed that we should not attempt to institutionalize ¥rs. Kono
yet even though'she may have a persecution complex. I went out to see her in regards

to clothing, but there was nobody at home. Discussed the case with Landward and
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he agreed that we should work along with them for a while and the hell with the over-

gossipy neighbors who may fleel inconvenienced by her presence.

<<E:1earned today that most of the eclothing cases I have submitted as urgent

have not been taken care of by the fiscal department. They can't meke up their minds
how to issue the clothing allowances. They were going to issue serip, but now this
plan has been discarded and cash may be given to the people instead. If they donft
hurry up with our emergency cases, Landward said that he would put them through as
relief casese They will be marked "special" on the form and this amount will not be
deducted from their regular clothing allowance. All of the families where no members
are working will be special cases;;>>

A lot of the bachelors ha;e applied for clothing on & relief basise. I was
over in the bachelors' guarters in Camp 1 to see about six of them this afternoon.
Over there, the bachelors live in the #14 barracks of gertain blocks end there are
no partitions. Most of these old men are just about shote. They have worked for
years as farm laborers and have nothing to show for it., Without families, these men
have drifted on for years. Those I saw today were not working. They consider this
as a sort of old folks home and only a few of them are actually working. I would
say that the majority of them are in their sixties and capable of doing only light
worke

liost of them have spent a lot of time fixing up their ppivate space. One old
man has a bed all carved oute. It's a beautiful piece of work. All of the bachelors
put their beds up about 30 inches from the floor and they use the space below to
sotre their belongings. What don't fit there goes in the rafters. A few of the
men had nice carved art objects made out of old pieces of stumps. This seems to be
the favorite pastime of the old folks. Today most of them were jﬁst laying around
on their beds under the mosquito mets.

I had to use one of the younger men to act as an interpreter with these old
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fellows. They did not appear particularly surprised that I spoke no Japanese, And
there was no objection to ite I guess it is because they felt that I held the
"weapon of relief" over them. Sometimes I wish I could talk to them. There must be
many interesting life histories in this group. Now they are all worn out, but at one
time they must h=ve been adventurous young men--only they never did settle down.

The whole group in that barracks were one of the Japanese labor groups from near
Sanger and they have worked with each other for years. They may have been one of

the early labor contract groups that used to prevail in the interior of Californias
agricultural valleys. These groups usually had one representative make the deals for
them ‘and ﬁhey worked together and split the profits into shares. Eventually some

of the younger men will get restless and go to work on the farms.

I had a tough +time getting back from Camp 1 todaye All of the buses were
jammed fulle I started to hitch hike back with a couple of Kibei but they were not
much help to me. “hey wer- even afraid to thumb a car as it came by. Finally,
one of the farm trucks picked us upd They were on the way to irrigate one of the
fieldse One of the workers told me that the "strike" was over and they wergﬁ
going to Bet more trucks for transportation. He said that they may get a raise from
$16 to $19 a month.

WU?%‘_From the comments they made as they passed different irrigated fields, it

seemed to me that they were very much interested in their work.

<:f%hat e puny field, Those Fowler dopes don't know how to farm."

"We have the best farm of all the farm units. They will probably sell our
products to the fakujin and give what the rest of them grow to the Japanese."

"Look how nice and straight the plants are coming up in that field."

"Guess I have to work overtime todaye If those plants are not irrigated, they

won't grow so well,"

"Miast time looking at the Camp 2 farms. They don't know how to farm."
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"Our radishes are so big and firm that they will probably preserve one to
show the Indians how the "Japs" grow things on the desert." Of course, there are
the farm workers that have no interest in their products and they won't have such a
good farm unit. One of the fellows told me that the unit next to him are wasting

time growing anything because they take too many "smoke time-outs" and that they don't

care how the plants grmw;>>

We were left off about a half mile from Camp 2 and so we started to walk.
Truck after truck ignored our pleas for a ride because they were jammed full with
people. Finally, the Army Engineer truck came along and they gave us a ride., I went
up to the camouflage net projeet with him and started to wander about. The net pro-
ject is just about ready to go. I talked to Mr. Reynolds, the W.R.A. man who is in
charge of the project,and he said that he hopes +to have 1000 Nisei employed there.
It is the best net set-up of all the relocation cemps. The Army has put a lot of
money into the buildings pnd the sheds are really sturdy. One side is walled up to
about 5/6 of the way and the other side is left open.

The Army is going to teke charge of supplying all materials and final inspect-
ion, but the rest of it will be left up to the W.R«A. Mr, Reynolds claimed that they
could garnish 200 mets a day with 1000 workers. Arrangements will have to be made
to feed them up there and meke the workers as comfortable as possible since the wage
is very small. Reynolds said that mostly girls would be used because they were
steady and reliable. The nets are hung from a 30 foot height and little strips of
burlap are weaved int; them. With manpower at such a premium, Reynolds feels that
the Nisei could make a good name for themselves and also contribute to the war
effort by getting behind this projecte He claims that the lint from the burlap is
not too daﬁgerous for the health, About 20 men from Santa Anita have already started
working and they are training some greenhorns. The general pattern is on & net behind
the one they work on so that the workers cean weave the strips like the ones behind

the net they are doing}
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A bunch of the hospital workers are giving Mary Obata a birthday party in the
Rec Hall secross from us. All evening they have been singing Cal songs. They must
miss the dear old school, Funny, I never got that sentimental attachment for U.C.
It seems so childish end living in the past. When life holds no more interest,
then is the time to look back to fond memories.

<<g11 evening (for two hours) Emiko has been trying on all of her dresses,

picking out the ones that she is going to fix. She has a whole closet full of them.
Now that she has tried them all on, she can't decide which one to wear tomorrow.
Bette is more efficient. She always has it plamned out one day ahead. Bette spent
all evening doing her shorthand and fixing up the papers in her binder. Classes
are still for £ hour but the full schedule is expected to start in about another
week.

Tom passed his time giving an illustrated lecture on the 1939 S. F. Worlds!

Fair from the slides which he showed from his movie projeetor in the other room.

He says that he doesn't have any homework yeﬁ;::>

We made money from Montgomery Ward's end our conscience is not bothering us
any. It 21l happened this way. Yack sent for some chairs and enclosed a $10.67
money order. This was at Tanforan. They didn't have the exact chair but they had
another one which was cheaper so a $1.09 refﬁnd was sent to use. We waited around
but no chairs arrived. Lest week, Jack wrote a letter to find out why the delay.
The next day a check for $10.67 came in with a letter saying that they were out of
chairs and were refunding us our money. We were disappointed at not getting the
chairs, but getting an extre dollar out of the deal was some consolation. Then,
today we got another letter with another $10.66 in it saying that they were sending
us the refund because they were out of chairs. So we are now $11.,67 ahead on the deal.
If we were honest people, we would send the check right back, but instead I am

going to cash it right away before they put a stop on it. We figure that Montgomery
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Ward is making enough profits now on the evacuees and the mistake will not hurt
them finaneially. This is what camp does to us. Stealing lumber and paint did
this to us! Of course, Mom does not know anything about the transaction. We are
going to try Sears Roebuck now to see if we heve better luck with them--getting the
chairs, of coursce
<:; notice that some of the trucks have one of the double tire wheels taken
off. It must be to conserve omn the tires;;:>
Some names of streets (unofficial) which I have seen around the camp: China
Alley, Santa Anita Way, Pasadena Lane, Brentwood Street, Outeasts Corner, Snake

Trail. Some of the streets are also written in Japanese.

<::§;e that the A.C.L.U. is on the job for the Nisei. In the September 18, 1942

los Angeles Times, p 9: "Declaring that a public declaration of policy recbgnizing
the logyalty of Nisei evacuees would refute Axis charges of racial discrimination, the
A.C.T..U. urged the President to make a declaration...The Union also recommnended the
government as a mother of policy acknowledge the sacrifices of the evacuees, offer
them work and residence outside the military zone, warn against restrictions on
Japanese-Americans outside of the military zones and aginast attempts to deprive

them of eitizenship and promise to 1lift all restrictions after the war." If such a
thing were done, the Nisei would masst certainly be willing to sacrifice almost
anything. It is the doubt of suspicion that hangs over our heads that make so many

of the Nigei bewildered and cause some of them to become bitter and lose faith in the

democratiec ideals.;::>
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Af::fg; had a bit of excitement today. Bette got some cigarette lighting

fluid for me. The.shortage of tin has caused the company to put the
fluid in bottles with a wide mouth., I filld up the lighter with the
stuff, but some of it spilled on my desk. Emiko got a cloth to wipe

it up. She tried to light the lighter, but the flint would not catch.
Mom end the rest were standing around telking, All of a sudden the
lighter flared up when Emiko was fiddling with it. There was some fluid
on the outside and the whole thing started to burn so Emiko did the
natural thing and dropped it; it landed on the cloth with had the fluid
on it and this started to burn. Mom reached over to remove it and she
accidentally knocked the fluid bottle over and my whole desk flared up.
Some of the fluid spilled on my pants and on lMom's dress and she started
to burn. She did not even know it until I smothered the flames with my
handsi.

In the meantime, the fluid had spilled all over the floor and Alice
and I stamped it out. Emiko was practically paralyzed. The flames were
so large and it was so sudden that it almost overwhelmed us., I grabbed
Emiko's bathrobe and menaged to smother the flames out. Emiko yelled
"My bathrobe" so I dropped it and grabbed one of the Army blankets on my
bed and used it to put the rest of the fire out. The bathrobe was burnt
full of holes, but the blanket was only singed.

After it was all over, I tried the lighter and it worked. But it
will cost me the price of a new bathrobe since Emiko's is ruined. It all
happened so fast that we did not have time to get excited. But the next

time, ck will take the proper precautions,
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The desk was partly burned and the chair had some smoke marks on it.,
I sanded the desk off right away and painted the whole front of my desk

again so that it looks like new once more, The only casualty was the

hair on my armsg it was all singed off, It looks a little funny to see

all the curly singed hair on my arms, It was fortunate that it was nothing
more serious than all that. If the fluid had spilled a little higher on
mom, she may have suffered some serious burns, After it was all over, Tom
came running in with a bucket of water, but I would not let him throw it,

The fire hazard is really serious around here, If one of those
barracks caught fire, there would not be much chance of putting the flames
out, They are putting some fire extinguisher liquids in a lot of the
apartments, but they have not reached our block yet.

Somebody picked the lock on mess hall no. 45 where we are registering
the new arrivals and they stripped the counter of the masonite on it. We
couldn't figure out how the person got in, but suspect that the culprit
wes one of the new Santa Anita people since our housing office is right in
their distriet. There are some messhall tatles outside and some of the
masonite strips have also been taken off them. A lot of the masonite was
also stolen from near the new canteen, Taki suspects that the thief was
one of the housing crew who somehow may h:ve managed to get the key to the
place. But it is more likely that the culprit lived in this district.
This sort of stuff is a dirty trick. I cen understand people teking lum-
ber or loose pieces of masonite and other meterial, but it is inexcusable
for them to deliberately ripp a piece off of a finished fixture. Harry is
getting one of the special wardens down here tonight to watch the place,

since all of the lumber and partitions have been put in here., The
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partitions for the apartments have arrived but there has been a little

difficulty in getting trucks to haul them. With the scrap lumber sc

scarce, we have to watch this lumber fairly closely, Around this district,

the building scene is just storting and I see those people hauling their

carts with lumber. One old man had trailer tires on his cart. He must

have "borrowed" them sameplace because he had burlap covering the wheels.,
We have been getting a lot of complaints about the large cracks in

the floors, The Sanitary department promise to do something about it.

They willsoon take a survey of the most serious apartments with large

cracks end recommend that the confrectors or the U.S. Engineers fix them

up, With winter coming on, it is going to be pretty cold in some of those

apartments, We were thinking of recommending that the gas heaters be

put in the apartments which are considered as welfare cases, but this

is impractical since there is only one gas line per barracks and allof

them would heve to be connected up dn each apertment of that barrackes

if one w&Q

The last group of evacuees are coming in from Santa Anits, /Ehere are

e

about 250 of this final cleanup crew that have to be registered, I did not
even go up to lendwards office as I am steying down here to help out,

There are about 40 of the housing department to take care of the induction.
We have been waiting around all day for the Santa mitans but they have

not showed up yet. We just heard that they have just arrived in Casa

Grande. - (2;40 p.m,)
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Some nurses are here to take care of the aged end the mothers with
children. A doctor is also here to give the people their "physicel®
examination. All they willdo will be to look at the people's throats. A
big garbege pail has been filled up with ice water to give to the people
since it is rather warm today. Some cots with mattresses have been placed
on the other side of the room so that the older people can rest up since the
trip probably will be very hard for them. One of the messhalls will feed
the people immediately after induction.

The kids around here are very bored because they have been waiting
for the people all day., Some of the girls are knitting while others are
reading books, Most of them are standing around in groups talking with the
boys on the truck department crew who will move the baggzage. Outside there
is quite a group of people standing around waiting for their Santa Anite
friends. Up at the far end, a bunch of the fellows are playing poker for
pennies and making a lot of noise everytime they get a bed hand. The
organization is fairly good so that there will not be much trouble in in-
ducting these peopls and it should be finished up pretty efficiently this
time. There is no excuse for any bungling as this crew has had plenty of
experience by nqg,f‘

| Lﬁ,
<i2? Santa Anita contingeéb started to come in about 4:30. There was

o)
one grdyhound bus and an old converted truckebus to bring the 200 plus

—

people in from Casa Grande. Around 7 p.m. it appeared that the people would

have to wait until late if these two buses were the only ones used, so two

of the trucks were sent down. It takes them about an hour to come up here

eand by the time the buses made three round trips, it was 8:30.

The arrivel of the inductees reminded me of the first few days at
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Tanforan. The people coming in were all dressed up and there was a
considerable crowd around the roped-off section to see their friemds. It
was cool later in the evening, bﬁt the people must have hed a hard trip.
the babies were crying and they-tpied- their tired-looking mothers
tried to make them as comfortable as possible. The train was about five
hours overdue and then the Sante Anita group had to wait for hours in the
train at Case Grande. Each bus that came in had a soldier escort. I
talked to several of them and they seemed to be nice clean-cut fellows.
They heve to return to San Diegoe tonight.

The people in the Pullman cars were brought here first and one tiny
0ld woman had to be carried cut and put in the hospital car and taken to
camp one. One of the workers remarked almost savagely: "That's a damn shame,
But the Army doesn't figure that each of those people are individuals with
hopes of their owmm. They just uproot them as if they were logs."

There were many happy reunions smong the Nisel -- they have only been
separated a couple of weeks, but one would have thought that it was a year
from the way they threw themselves into each other's arms. Those that came
earlier were "veterans"™ and they immediately told their friends all about
the place with a tone of authority. The most common first question asked
was "How is the food around herei" Most of the responses were: "Good, better

than Santa Anital"

were
There wes also the tragic scenes. One old mother came in leading a boy

who apparently was a moron. He looked like a cretin and had a blank expression

on his face. Everyone stared at the boy and the mother got embarrassed end
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she led him over to one of the cots and made him sit behind her. Another
old lady came weeping in and asked for a separete rpom because she had
T.B.. We assigned her one on a temporary basis, pending a medical approval,

Then a Mr. Y. Kimura came up very excited. He said that he had missed
the least bus for Poston where his wife and family had gone. The South
American officials had told him to come here since that center was closing
up. He wanted to continue on to Poston right away, but I told him that he
would have to go through the regular induction first as it would take a few
days to get things closed up. I gave him a note to take to Mr. lLandward
tomorrow,

As usual there are always some Lumptious people who come around and
demend special privileges, One was a doctor who wanted to get ahead of all
the people and he was quite put out because we made him wait his turn in
line.

We hed to stay down there during the dinner hour this evening so that
k&é& and bologna sendwiches were passed out to us during a lull in the in-
ductions. They were the most delicious things I have tasted in a long time.
Later on Butch and I, with a couple other fellows, went over to one of the
new messhalls to eat,

I witnessed a rather unpleasant scene there. A new family, just
arrived, were eating at the next table. There were two boys and the mother.
The young boys (about 19 and 21) got up to leave. The mother asked her boys
to stey as she did not know where her apartment was located and no beds and

mattresses had arrived yet. The boy got irked. "Oh Hell, do it yourself. I

hate this place and I'm going to get gut. The mother asked him to hold off and
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and stey with her, The boy got ugly. "I'm not a baby eny more and you're
not either. What's the matter with you? Are you helpless? I'm going to
look around for the boys. Where do we live? With that he stormed out with
his 5rother. Buteh had to tell her where her apartment was located. We
went over to help put up her cots, but they had not arrived yet so we left.

The last group is now here and from now on there will have to be some
way to get rid of this assembly center clique-ishness., When I ask enyone
where he came from, he always gives the Assembly Center instead of naming
his home town,

T talked to Dave K. who is supposed to be one of the "agitators".
He is 35 years old and goes around with a two-months goatee on his chin.
He definitely does not like the camouflage net set-up and it looks like
labor trouble ahead. He got in an argument with an Army officer yesterday
when he stated that the Nisei would not work at full efficiency with the
present wages, Dave also dislikes the whole WRA set-up. He says that the
WRA got the contract to make the nets at a big profit.

<G5Nell, it will come back to the evacuees, won't it?"

"T don't know about that., I think that most of it will slip into
private pockets of those in control;:;:>

Dave believes that we would be better off under Army control. "Hell,
they are 50 times more efficient than these greenhorns in charge here."tcgi
does a lot of talking end sinceé he will be on the net project, he may get a

lot of the others disgruntled. He seems to be too aggressive about things, -

a sort of knock-the=-lip-off gux,;>ﬂe said that if the WRA "won't cooperate

with us, we will walk out on them. Nobody is going to shove us around."
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Dave feels that the Santa Anita people are getting a raw deal in the
labor situation. "I went to apply for a job at the Employment office and
they heve got it all fixed up that Santa Anita take over the net project.
I was a Rec Hall leader in Santae Anite and gave that as my first choice,
The girl asked me my secord choice and I said the camouflage net work.
Before I could finish the sentence she had me assigned out there for a
job. They are going to do the same thing with all the rest of our group, -
or else put them on the farm, <§?e idea will grow around here that the net
project is only for the Santa Anita people, and nobody else will want to
come in because the rest of the camp thinks that all those rumors about
Santa Anita are tru%;> If they start to push us around like that, you ecan
bet your life that we will walk out,"

Yes, it looks like we are in for some labor difficulties. There are
1500 Senta Anitans, 1500 from Turlock;end 5,000 from Tulare in this camp

now,

<<:g; one of the empty lots down there, there was an old man playing

golf. He was pointed out as the man who spent three weeks in jail on a
gembling charge. The guilty person was so grateful that he gave the golfer
$90.00 for taking the rap for him. Yesterday afternoon, just before leaving
for here, the gambler won his §$50.00 back,

Talking to Ken this afternoon<§éwn there, and he says that the farn
strike has popped out., The agitators got scared at what they started, and

_ e hy

they quieted down so that the boys went back to work *i!nqsays that he

may get a 30-day leave to go to Utah for the JACL eonvention. He and Nobu

Kawaii have organized the chapter here. Ken wes never an active JACL'er,
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but he now believes that it is the only Nisei group to be in a position °

to do anything for the group. He argues that I should join. I may just

to see what is going on.{ Nobu is supposed to be one of those Nisei
Christians (about 35 years old) and he was the president of the Pasadena
chapter. He was misquoted by the L.A. Times as saying that the evacuation
would not take place until November., This was in March and he had been

a delegate to the emergency meeting in San Francisco. The Pasadena Japanese,
therefore, were quite put out when the orders came in May.

One of the indications that the Issei talk more than they mean is the
repatriation forms. Notice was sent to a whole lot of them that they were
being considered for repatriation. During the past week we have been getting
quite a few coming in to fill the declimation forms. They have made their
choice so they should act accordingly. Some Nisei also have been sent the
notice and they come in quite indignant and want to know what is the idea.
™We are American citizens."

Some of those Issel who have formerly gone to Japan on a visit were
treated like kings because they had money then, but they do not know of the
real condition of Japan and they certainly would not be greeted with open
arms not;;>

I was talking to one of the cotton pickers today and was very surprised
by his attitude. He claims that only the top pickers are making any money.
So in order toet more,- they have some idea that they are deliberately
being used, - they resort to all sorts of tricks. Some of them put everything

but the roots into the bag. A few have worked out a system to get their




Charles Kikuchl

27/10/42

cotton weighed twice., They weigh it and then empty about a third of the
stuff on the truck. The rest of the bag is thrown over to the other side

to a waiting confederate and he tekes it around to weigh it in as his own.

Sad to relate, most of these culprits are the young Nisei. The Issei are
honest, steady workers.

There has been a rumor going around for the past few days that there
is a food shortage here. The trouble was that one of the transformers in
the cold storage room blew out and a lot of the meat was spoiled. So for
two days we did not get much meat. The rumor went arounds "See, as soon
as Fryer leaves, we get poor food," The transformer has been fixed, and
we are now getting our regular supply of meat so that those rumors have
died down. A lot of the people do not realize how fortunate we are in the
food situation. Coffee is even going to be rationed, but we get plenty

of it., There is plenty of sugar and other "scerce" foods such as milk and

egzs. We don't get so much butter as before, The other evening we had

apricots (this year's crop) and only the fortunate few on the outside are
getting this, The trouble is that these complainers do not realize just
how serious the general shortage is on the outside, and they tend to com-
pare things with the pre-evacuation days when the supply was plentiful,

The newspaper policy is one that is favorable to the administratioenm,
and they don't complain about the little things. This is largely Ken's
work. He believes in the WRA program, and he realizes that we were shoved
in here before the place was ready so that improvements will be made right
along. He does not want to pan the administration, but wants to gives them

a chance to work things out. I think that he is on the rightgypath as the
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success of the WRA program is very important to us, If it fails, we are

vitally affected.(:éfe administration has done a lot here in correcting the

unfavorable pﬁblic impression about the failure of the cotton picking drive
by publicizing the true situation.t>>
One of the things I have noticed is that the "Free Zone" people are

doing most of the complaining in camp l. They have not gone through the
Assembly Center experiences and much of their reaction is similar to ours
when we first went to the assembly center. <§;ey are not as adjusted to the
situation as the Turlock people there, and they fail to recognize how much
better the WRA program is than the WCCa set-up,™ They are not used to the
messhalls and the lktrines yet, and they think it is an insult to the group
to put up with such conditions. One Nisei there said that this place was
absolutely indecent, and the standard of living was most harmful for the
evacuees. <é%e Turlock people think that it is pretty good h§re;> For most
of the people I would guess that they have never lived so well. I would
not say that they are lucky to be here, since freedom is worth a lot of
hardships. Some of the fellows over there gripe like/ﬁ%ll at little things
like dust on the road. One of the biggest gripers already has a permit to
leave for outside employment, but he is staying here "to fight for the group.™"
He probably feels that he would not be able to make the ad justment to outside
conditions,

<<;ayor Steward of Phoenix is raising quite a fuss about the use of 850
gallons of Grade A being sent here while the Phoenix children and convalescent
are unable to obtain enough for their needs, He protests vehemently against
the "pempering of our concentration cemp inmates." He believes that the white
babies and elderly people come *a-- first. This looks like & cheap political

trick, He must be up for re-election,
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The Phoenix Independent Republic, Oct. 13, states: "The Japanese
people are doing necessary defense work within their own camps." They have
given up the idea of using the Japanese and imported Mexicans to save the
cotton crop. For a while the publicity looked pretty bad for us. If we

have trouble on the camouflage nets, the same thing may start up again:t:>

B /10/42

I dropped by the honeymoon cottage this morning d Setsu came out
just then to say "Hello." She has been married since last Sunday, end she
has four more days to enjoy thare;:>The room was fixed by- up rather hastily
by Helen, and there are a lot more improvements to be made. The high school
class will take charge of further improvements. <ﬁé\m&y arrenge the occupants
so that they go to the camp one room Erom here and vice versa. Setsu thinks
that the room is wonderful;>>30 far we have put in two lamps, straight back
chair, table, two lounging chairs, chest of drawers, dressing table, night
stend, mirror, two single beds with beautyrest mattresses. All of this
equipment came from the Empire Hotel in San Francisco. There are already
two other couples who are waiting to occupy the room so that we may try to

fix up another omne.

4<:Pr. Baba was supposed to have gone to Tule Lake today, but the military

permit did not come through. Only his mother is going with him. 8hojo is
staying behind because he is making $5.00 & day as & checker in the cotton
fields. His other brother wants to stay here to work, as well as the rest of

his family, Dr. Baba is pretty well disgusted with the WRA set-up. He says
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that the people expect too much service of the doctors and they call them
for all sorts of imaginary illnesses. He told me that there were about
seven people with various degrees of blindness and the WRA is thinking of
patting all of the blind people in one relocation camp so that they may

receive the benefits o the Social Security Act. Several blind schools

have been contacted to take them, but the requests were turned dowg:B

Mrs. S. was given a travel permit to go to Los Ange;es to see her
sick grandmother. She is a Caucasian wife of an alien Japanese. The
Caucasian evacuees have a much easier time getting out of the place. Mrs.
S. was permitted to go unescorted, since nobody will recognize that she is
an evacuee. In our files I could only find about five cases of mixed
marriage in this camp. There are two Issei with Mexican wives. One has a
Swiss wife and the other two have American wives. ‘There is no case here
of a Caucasian husband with a Jg anese wife. Only one of the above is a
Nisei. He is now coaching the H.S. physical education classes and he prefers
to stay here,- as does his wife "to serve the people.™

I had a long talk with Nobu Kawaii this morning. He wanted me to tell
him a little about the problems of the Nisei students whose education has
been interrupted by evacuation, Nobu is going to Salt Lake next month to
attend the JACL convention. Nobu is & journalism graduate of the University
of Missouri. He was a member of the EFL in Pasadena, and he may go out for
private employment. He and his group fought the JACL movement almost up to
the time of the outbreak of hostilities, and then they ddcided to work with
the JACL so that they could have a unified front. He joined the organization
and was elécted the president of that chapter. Nobu is 35 years old, and
he has one child., In his home he had some excellent pieces of furniture which

he made himself,
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<<§obu wanted to get some idea of the Nisei interest in studies in order

to meke a report to a group in Pasadena., He said that they may provide

some scholarship. One of the men in that graup is going to attend a con-

ference in San Francisco and he wanted some data on this topic., Nobu statd

that the Pasadena folks were greatly interested in the evacuees and the Committee
for Fair Play was very active during evacuation;>>

He wanted to lknow if it would be & good idea to have one college in the
Middle West so that allFf the Nisei could attend it. I said definitely "No"
because this would mean segregation, and it was very important for the Nisei
students to expand now in order to give the Caucasian public a better idesa
of how Americen we were. I did not relish the fhought of a "Heward University"
for the Japanese students. This would set & dangerous precedent, and perhaps
it would mean that the doors of the other universities would be automatically
closed to the Nisei if such a program was adopted. Nobu thought that this
was true, and he himself was always opposed to the formation of Japenese
Student Clubs, since it too often became an escape mechanism for those students
who should try to make wider contacts,.

Already about 187 colleges end universities have indicated a willingness
to enroll the Nisei students. The chief obstacle in the whole student re-
location program is the lack of finances of the students, and the fears and
uncertainties for the future. So far, few of the students going out from here
have been given scholarships, NMost that do go out are being financed by their
families. They also work on the side:<:?lsie said that her brother had a job
as a walter in a sorority house. They trusted him swell, but the other workers

did not waunt to work with him end they threatened to walk out, so Bill was
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“— dismisse€>> On the whole, the Nisei students going out are being accepted

by the other students.

The Netional Students Relocation Committee have been able to give some
scholarships, but these are chiefly to colleges financed by religious groups.

The adult education program here does not offer enough to the out-of-
high school-student. The program is not diversified enough, end it does not
give courses fittirg them for specific vocations,

It is not likely that a junior college program will be developed here.
This is very unfortunate since many of these young students should go on with
their education. Of course, most of the students attending colleges just before
evacuation were chiefly in the liberal arts curriculum. They have not made up
their minds on just what vocation to follow, There are some who have given up,
and they think that it is no use to go on. Most of the college students, however,
want to continue on and obtain their degrees. Perhaps they have this desire
merely to get out of this camp. The Nisei are not the only ones who are having
their educations interrupted. There are thousands of boys in the Army. This
is ore of the tragedies of war>

ﬁobu is very interested in getting the JACL organized here. He has received
the blessings of Fryer and office space has been given to the group. So far,
only former chapter presidents have been meeting to discuss how best to get the
Nisei interested. Nobu realized that many mistakes have been made in the past
and he does not wish to have them repeated here. One good thing about evacuation
was that it has enabled the group to break away from the former Japanese ASSE&&LK#

influence of the Issei.
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<::;e is determined to keep the group out of internal politics., If the

organization is democratic, he believes that they can make progress, Nobu

said thetthe S.F. and the L.A. chapters were the weakest of the lot simply
because the members had no voiee. The L.A. group went to Manzanar{ but they
failed miserably because they tried to become the leaders in polities, and

they were defeated by other leaders who were not in the JACL. He claims that
the L.A. chapter leaders used the organization for selfish purposes, and they were
not representative of all the Nisei. In the Pasadena, Santa Nonica, Guadaloupe
and other small towns, the JACL were looked upon as leadérs and the community
supported them even when they came to the Assembly and Relocation Centers. For
this reason, Nobu believes that the Gila chapter will be one of the best
developeds Most of the leaders around here now are former JACL'ers, he claims.
He does not believe that any of them have selfish motives,

One of ;he things that Nobu believes in is the Labor unions, and he cannot
understand why the "bigz leaders"™ were such red-baiters of literal Nisei. He
thipnks that the National policy is now chenging and that the Pacific Citizen is
doing more good for the Nisei then any other publication;>>

Since the group is only in the formative stages here, Nobu would like to
gather a representative group of Nisei together to hold a series of informal
"bull sessions™ to see what would be the best plan, The membership fee is only
going to be 50 a year and he wanted to know if I would be interested in joining
so that they could get ™new blood™ into the group and break away from any of the
past mistakes. Some of the things thet they could work on would be to help with
the outside employment program of the WRA, take steps in city beautification, make

& directory for this camp, and support "National®™ who are carrying on the fight on

a large scale,
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I thought that one of the first steps would be to take a much firmer stand

on Americanism right here in camp instead of merely letting the leaders do a
lot of flag waving. The time for straddling the fence is past and there is
no two ways about it. If they don't sincerely believe in this country, there
is no use in yelling for their rights. The Nisei are still hesitant about the
whole thing and they feel that since they have been rejected there is no use
in antagonizing the Issei. Although they do believe in America as a whole,
they hesitate to come out openly on this point in this place. Nobu agreed
that this would be one of the most difficult tasks since the Nisei couldn't
be guaranteed that even this would improve their status any.

<§3Pu is 2ather tall for a Nisei and he sincerely believes in the JACL;::>

Wl B0
He feels that'.;iti;:s ‘the only vehicle through which the Nisei can be heard as
Americens. He fears that religious groups getting control would be harmful
because this would tend to split up the community into Christian end Buddhist
factions., Let the Church confine itself solely to religious matters and keep
out of temporal affairs. I whole-hearedly agreed with him on this point.
I added that the Church groups were too inclined to be jelly-like when the chips
were down and they would resort to a God that mysteriously is never around at such
times. I may goin the JACL just to be near the source in watching its development,
but I still don't think much of Kido and his likes, and as long as they are in
control the group is bound to be'seriously hendicapped, These persons are leaders
without a following,
I went to call on Mr., Tameke this aftemoon. He was badly in need of relief

since he had nothing. Mr. Tamaka was interned at Bismarck, North Dakota, and his

friends promised to send all of his clothes and personal belongings to him later.
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The "friend™ went to Poston and he changed his name so that when Tamaka came
here he had nothing. Efforts to contact the "friend™ have been fruitless.

Mr. Tamaka suffers from a bad leg infection and he has been under doctor's
care for the past two years. He is a single man in this camp. I tried to rush
through an emergency grant for shoes, socks, pants, and shirt,- plus a cash
allowance of $3.00 and he may receive it tomorrow.

Lapdwodrd and I went through all of the cases I have handled in the past two
weeks, and we are going to put them through as relief cases as there has been
no action taken on our requests to treat the e cases as being issued in advance
on their regular clothing allowance.

We had another "marital" problem this morning. Prior to evacuation, Mrs.,
Kiwoda went to live with a Mr. Yoshitsui. Her son did not like this arrangement
as he did not believe in common law marriages, so he went to Colorado to work,
The father is in Japan. The pair now do not get along. Mrs. Kuwoda therefore
came down to request a move. We changed her to the beachelor women's quarters in
the 51 block. Mrs. Kuwoda wants to move even further than that because she
fears that Mr. Hoshitsui may:come after her to harm her,

We will wait a couple of days, and if she doesn't decide to move back
with him and still wants to move farther away, we will get her a room in camp one,

Mr. Hirose is supposed to make the routine changes, but we have been getting
more and more of them until we are now hendling just as much as before. And here
we wanted to ease out of the housing situation. Santa Anita is yelling about
privacy so Tuki is going to put some of the partition in those block. We can
only take cere of the most serious welfare cases with the lumber we have on hand,

Election time is caming up soon. There is a notary here on several after-

noons a week to take care of the notary work, but he charges 254 for the notari-

zetion of an absentee ballot. He c¢laims that this is the practice in Arizona. :;>
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There is a women's club here that meets in 72 Rec. They are chiefly

Issei wamen and they spend all of their time in making those paper flowers
for funerals. They produce at cost of paper. A man came in today to make
funeral arrangements for his friend, and I took down the details. He wants
to have a wake service on Thursday night at the Buddhist Church. After the
funeral, the body will be cremated, and the man wants the ashes given to him,

<i§;e bus situation here is not working so well, A lof of the old women
want to go over to pay social calls so that the workers cannot get a ride
over. The administration is going to meke & new system up. Certain people
will get white cards for unlimited trips over to cam no. 1 and back, Colored
cards will be good for one round trip. The white cards will hold priorities.

I couldn't even get on the bus today. Lundward has put me on the list for a

white card;:>

Life in the women's bathroom:

The bathroom in this camp is used for purposes of cleansing the body in
the showers and of emptying the bowels, According to Emiko, my foreign repres-
entative to that mysterious place, the women do not camplain so loudly about
the lack of privacy. They only have two compartments partitioned in the bath-
room; in the shower room there are none. The female of the species remedy the
latter situation by turning off the lights so that their nakedness and shapeless
bodies will be hidden from view from any possible "peepers" that may be assembled

on the roofs of the closest barracks. The women all walk in with big towels
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(_A dangling in front of their bodies. The preliminaries to the shavers

is to engage in a little choice gossip of the day. The water is not turned on
full force so thet all present may share in the latest bits of news. If a
close friend (womén) walks into the showers, they bow and bow anl bow. This
makes water splash all over the place. The report from Bette is that these
women have the funniest looking busts "from having too many children™. Some
of them have no bust at all. From a scientific point of view, this character-
istic is very common among the Japanese womanhood., The legs are uéually like
this ($). Because of the rumors of T.B. and other hospital cases in these
blocks, the women usually serub and scrub the toilet seat before using. Bette
and Emiko laughed at some of the old women in the showers and Mom gave them
ﬁell for being so noisy.

The lipstick shortage has hit the Kikuchi girls. Bette spent all evening
in digging out all of her old containers so that she could fill one., It was
10:15 before she started in with her homework in shorthand. <§;9 says that
classes may be extended to the full time on Friday, The H.S. kids now mimeo-

graph their own school paper,- two pages for the first edition. Bette has been

busy selling bids for the Halloween party for next Saturday nigh;;> She is getting

quite active in the high school group and has extended her list of friendship

quite a bit. She is very conscientious in her homework, but Tom still dilly-dallies

around. He spent all {evening getting up information about each picture in his

world's fair slide so that he could give an illustrated talk on them some evening,
Alice and Blackie were off on a workout this evening. Blackie is getting

quite friendly with Eddy, a canine that belongs to one of the teachers, Eddy

has snubbed her so far, but we are beginning to fear for Blackie's morals even

though she is only four months old and don't know any better::::>
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Tonight I had a battle with Mom. I insisted on emptying some of the boxes
so that they would not all be piled up in a corner. Everything I touched, Mom
wanted to be left alone. She is perfectly willing to live out of a trunk.
She refused to put her things in one of the bureau drawers saying it wouldn't
fit. 1 put th;m in myself and there was room left over. I put the canned
food for Pop up on the shelf and she said that an earthquake would make them
fall down and hit her head. When I told here that Arizona never had an earth-
quake, she said that the sun would spoil them. By next summer we will have used
all of those cans up. She cbjected to putting the rugs on the floor because
they could get too dustys I just went ahead end moved all the furniture in the
other room arowmd over her objections to leave the things all scattered about,
After if was all finished, she liked it, The Issei Just seem to hate change

once & thing is set. No wonder they were satisfied to 1live in the slums formerly

when a lot of them could have moved out,

‘ég:g;iko was sick today from a stomach ache and Alice did not do so much

except clean the house so there were no further improvements made except for
putting up one curtain. Tom plugged up a knothole in the floor.jj)

Mom likes to keep her fingers in everything even though it is not necessary
for her to work, She should be resting up, but she has no confidence in the
Japanese doctors. Without any cooking to do, it has become a sort of ritual
for her to'prépare us a little snack in the evening, She is sewing every day, -

curtains and Miyako's clothes. In her spare time, she looks a?‘the pictures in

the magazines I brought.
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Mom does not feel so worried about the future., She probably likes it here.
She has not said very much about the future of her children, although she must
realize that there is a long future ahead of them and it certainly can't be in
this place., Maybe by next year, we may be able to work out something, I am
going to try and get a job in the middle west or in the east, although the
possibilities do not look so good. Mom would rather have the comforts of this
place, but I don't think that it will be so good for the kids. Emiko is still

undecided about the future, although she says that she would like to be a

dental hygienist., Next year Bette will be getting out of H.S. and this place does

not offer much for them. Alice will stagnate if she remains here, but she seems
to like this sort of life. She thinks more of the immediate things and does not
think much about the implications of Relocation and possible aftermath. Without
these things to concern her, she can be happy here. Angelo is getting impatient
in Chicago and he is soon heading out this way.

The lulling into a false sense of security can be easy to fall into,
especially on the part of the older Issei end the maturing Nisei, They are not
aware of the background end the problems facing the group and they do not realize
what & dangerous thing the whole evacuation program is, - altheugh they protest
against it on the basis of social discrimination chiefly. At the same time they
talk of going back to their old life after this is all over.

I was talking to Bette and Emiko for a while earlier in the evening, and
they wondered what was going to happen to us., I was at a loss for an answer.
Emiko asked me who was going to win the war, and Bette answered right away that
the Allies couldn't lose, She felt tlmt if it were not for Russia, the caused

would already have been lost. Emiko believed that De Witt would make things
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harder for final resettlement if the U.S. suffered any more reverses., Bette
believed that we were losing too many battles in the Pacific and wondered

why we had not started to roll fully yet. From talking with them, it impressed

me that they really felt and spoke like Americans, and they do not have the so

often typical Nisei attitude of not identifying themselves with this country

: \
first, ‘end as of Japanese secondly./ But I don't know how a lengthy

stay here will affect them. They do not have the multiple Caucasian contacts that
they had in H.S. Their degree of assimilation has been much more than the majority
of the Nisei girls in this camp. This is due to their former enviromment where
they had no Nisei friends and were not unduly influenced by the Issei mind. Mom
and Pop have also been further ahead in assimilation, due to the Caucasian con-
tacts in their barber shop. They met a cosmopolitan lot with all those sailors
and soldiers who used to come in for & haircut. So far, I have not noticed them
reviving any of the old Japanese customs, except for the bowing., Mom only does

it a couple of times. Pop only does it once. They seemed to have given up most
of these practices, although Mom may revive some of them. But I am afraid that
the kids would tend to laugh at any of them, and we certainly wouldn't have

them in the house, Even now, little JYapsnese is used in the household.
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BLOCK MANAGER'S MEETING

Date; October 28, 1942

Time; 9:00 a.,m.

Place; Central Block O0ffice, 42-3-D
Absentee; Mr. Kuwabara

Meeting was called to order by Chairman Harry Miyake, It was requested
that all Block Managers send their block clerk to the meetings in their absence,
since there are always some important matters to be discussed.

Instructions about clothing issuance were received by Mr. Huso, At this
time, Mr. T. Ishikawa of the Clothing Department was introduced, who immediately
proceeded with instructions covering clothing. Two pamphlets were passed out

to be read and studied by the Block Managers. Any questions to be answered are

to be brought up at the Special Meeting to be held on October 30, 1942 at 900

a.m. at 42-3-D at which time Mr. Huso and Mr. Cholt will be present,
The temporary Community Council willset a definite date for election for all
new blocks, registration, and closing date of registration,
The following topic of discussions are to be referred to the Community Couneil,
It was requested by Block Managers in 30 and 31 that traffie around these

blocks be cut down.

Requested that the Chairman of Block Council be put on the payroll.
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Regarding the barbers, beautician, shoemakers, etc., is just a matter of
license. Of course, a small fee will be charged, the wages will be deducted
and the balance will be put in the Community Fund,

It was requested that bicycle be obtained for the block managers to go on
emergency cal 1s and other important matters,

On October 27 about 3:15 p.m. an emergency hospital call was put in by one
of the block managers but was ignored by the hospital saying that all home calls
were cancelled, Upon investigating, it was found that only one doctor was at
liberty the rest were at Camp 1 on an emergency operation. It was asked that
the Community Council take up this matter about hospital calls with Dr. Sleath.
However, the chairman requested that all block managers use his discretion in
maeking emergency call to the hospital. Until the teléphones are installed,
it seems that the only way to put in an call to the hospital is through the
Warden, Fire Department, stop a passing truck or car, or the Housing Department.

It was stated that early morning workers are disturbing the peace on their
way to work,

The following business pertained to the different blocks;

Mr. Uyesaka stated that some of the buildings in his blocks were unpainted.

Is it possible to obtain paint to do unfinished work? Blocks 49 and 48 are also
unpainted in spots., As soon as the contractors leave here, the Army will be here
to check the entire camp and any unfinished business will be the responsibility

of the contractors,

Mr. Miyate asked if barrack 13 and 14 in Block 73 can be occupied, until the

-
hospital fumigates these two rooms nobody is to sep inside.

Block Manager 28 stated that there is a shortage of seven mess tables in his
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mess hall, How soon is this available?
All recreational activities within the block for the people in the
blocks must be referred to the CAS at Rec. 56, Mr. Harry Ota, Director,
The CAS will be more than glad to offer any assistance in the interest of
young people. The Recreation Hall in each block is under the control of
the CAS and permission for use must be obtained from them.
It was asked whether same of the ditches and ground could be leveled
off with tractor but according to Mr. Kasamatsu the Administration and the
Maeintenance Department will be unable to assist, but Mr. Otani replied
that much of this improvement may be done with the cooperation of the people
in the block working together, since everyone in the block is responsible
for the cleaning and upkeep of the ground in which they reside. Block 73 is
the only exception to this rule, the reason is because of the rocky ground,
Regarding missing or stolen equipment when t here is no evidence to claim
the article the block menager in particular cases should get together with
the manager of neighbor block and settle such dispute, The chairman requests
that the block menagers make a list of all repairing and replacing to be
done for the next meeting. It seems that there has been quite a number of
damages inflicted on buildings and the surrounding vicinity which must be

looked into.

It was requested that bloek manﬁgers call attention to parents at

f:‘espective meetings regarding the conduct of young people on streets and in

publie,
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Mr. Sera of the Property Department was asked to furnish a list of
necessary office supplies for each Block Manager's office. The bulletin
boards for the mess hall and block manager's office will be furnished in
the near future. The ironing board pads were also requested again,

A General Discussion was held on the following subject;

Partition Lumber. The first order for 215 partition lumber is in

and most of the material is here. However, those in right now will be

used for welfare aml urgent cases.

Absent Employee: Absence of employee on account of illness must

first obtain an okay from the doctor; a paid replacement mey then be made
temporarily but not for over 20 days.

Senitation of Latrines: Several complaints were brought in by the

people saying that theljanitors and janitresses in the blocks are not
keeping the latrines clean the block mahagers were asked to warn their
employeces. The janitor and jenitress are requesting for rubber gloves
and sanitary cans. A drainage system should be installed in the women's
latrine. The plaster boards are wearing out with daily cleaning on the
border of the walls 1x12 should be put on the bottom to prevent too much

wear.,

City Beautification: Mr. Ninokaws asked if another person could be

obtained as a block gardener in view of the fact that beautification of

the ground around the ress halland latrines are to be started in the near

future, which will required the use of another person,

Wide spaces between the floor of some epartment are to be taken care

of with the laying of alinoleum and composition material which are already

here,
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The installation of telephone will be done in the specified block
as soon as the Administration telephones are finished.

The matter of Milk Station for baby feeding will be looked into at
on ce,

A notery publiec will be furnished by Mr. Kawai and will be in the
newspaper,

With the Sign Shop aveilable now it was requested that uniform sign
for Mess Halls end Block Manager's Office be made.

Requested if a removable type of screens be installed in the mess
hall to facilitate cleaning o windows on both sides,

All discrepancy regerding mess halls and erews should be taken up
with Mr. Tanaka of Mess QOperations,

Meal tickets will be furnished to blocks as soonas the new blocks
are filled and settled.

Lack of transportation has delayed arrival of freight and delayed
the installetion of the Fire Prevention Bulbs. As soon as the trucks are
available they will be installed in each barrack,

Who will be responsible when damaged goods are received will be

looked into.

Ted
In order that evacuees may have their belonging i;%ﬁhd in Federal

Warehouse by outsider or friends in town they must first write to the
nearest Federal Reserve Bank in either San Francisco or Los Angeles and

meke eapplication for storage. This questicn of some of the Vacaville,
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Suisun and Winters evacuees receiving their stored baggage without their
consent will be checked, since no Federal storage is to be received at
present until the warehouse in this camp is finished,

It was request that we bring up to the Community Council an Industrial
Department.

As there were no further business the meeting adjourned at 11;00 a.m.
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Today was one of the coldest days that we have had. The sky was
overcast and a chilly wind blew. Everyone was wearing their G.I. jackets,
I went to work with just my T shirt on and I almost froze. I kept think-
about that old man who only had old pants and a thin shirt. The clothing
issue for him had not come through yet so I got Michii to bring that box
of Tulare clothes down from the 65 Rec Hall, They were using the box for
a card table and the old men were rather startled when we snatched it from
right under them. I opened up the box with a screwdriver. Most of the
clothes in it were for women and babies, but I did manage to find one

sweater so I took it out to the old man.

<:iéhis evening the lights suddenly went out. It may have been some

sort of blackout because it blinked on and off three times before it went
out. We went outside and saw three red flares in the distance.

The chances for the lights j%oing on again did not look so good, so
we all went to bed and just talked, Bette is one of the chairmen of the
H.S. Hallowe'en Party and she wanted suggestions for Bames. If they happen
to show the picture "How Green was my Valley" she threatens to go to the
show instead., Bette is interested in seeing if the H.S. could have some
sort of a current events class so she is going to speak to the teacher
tomorrow. She believes that the girls in her group are too eager to
"apologize™ for the Japanese and she doesn't went to get that way. We also
talked about where the oil heatér should go. Today the carpenters ceme in
to plan out where to cut the hole in the ceiling for the stove pipe. We

picked out a good place where it will not affect our furniture arrangement

very mucha.
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gﬁ;fg' Suddenly about 9;30 the lights went on. I got out of bed to make this
§ eﬁtry. First, I made some chocolate and toast for ourselves. Bette and
Emiko lay in bed like princesses while I served them. Bette had to study
for her first Spanish test tomorrow. She is now reading a magazine.

Emiko has been having trouble with her stomach again, so she stayed in bed
today. The rest are all asking already in the other room. Alice has

not moved over yet.

It is a funny thing about those oil heaters. They were going to put
in gas heaters, The pipes are all laid, but apparently there has been some
trouble in getting gas here to take care of 14,000 people. All that pipe
will be wasted. It would probably cost the WRA much more if they took the
pipe up,with wages so high these days for Caucasian employees, Perhaps they
could start a project and let the evacuees do it. Pipe must cost about 6¢

e foot now, There is a terrific lot of pipe around here that has been put
into the gas line. We can mark this as typical government efficiency,

Two wardens have been put on the scrap pile, Lumber is so scarce that
passes are being issued to go through the junk down there! Only the Santa
Anita people can get these passes. They are doing a little build ing around
here yet and allthe scrap will be piled up down there for them so that they
can at least put up shelves, The camouflage net buildings are almost
finished, but they are just starting to build a new wing to the administration

building and the scraps will be placed there for them.
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A warden has also been put on each of the buses going over to the
other camp, and the pass system has been instituted. Only workers and
other special cases will be allowed to take the bus. For the past
couple of days, ; has been having some sort of an art exhibit,
and a lot of people have been jamming up the buses so much that the workers
could not commute. With the tire shortage so acute, the administration
wants to cut the social visiting down to an absolute minimum.

With the rain and the nippy weather, the Santa Anitans are yelling
for yeaters, They have cause for compleint since some of those blocks
still have no lights or hot water. Candles are not obtainable at the
Canteen. They should get the water and lights by tomorrow. The situstion
would be bearable in the werm weather, but not now, The S.A. group one
was aware of owr housing policy and some of the families are moving without
notifying us Qnd putting padlocks on the empty barracks to reserve them
for themselves. We have to get this mess cleaned up, so we are stopping
ell housing adjustments for aboﬁt a week so that we can check up and get

the records straight:::>

Lately we have been getting more of these request to move "cousins"

in with & bachelor. The "cousins™ usually turn out to be single women

so we are getting mighty suspicious and have cancelled these changes
pending investigation. Today & young Santa Anita Nisei bachelor came in
and he wanted to move his ™cousin" in with him and teke a separate apart-
ment. I went out to see the "cousin" and the family with Which she was
stayirg said that she had no relatives., This makes us very skeptical about

this vase. Gila Morals Squad, on your guard! If it involves an Issei pair
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we do not care so much, unless the woman involved has a husband interned
end we would want her to be true to him. Helen, of course, is shocked st
those relationships as she is a nice Christian girl.

We are also having our troubles with the Tularians now. Some of them
are coming in and complaining that they are getting a raw deal in housing.
Six or seven of them said: "When I see all of those Santa Anita people
with only two or three in a family occupying a whole apartment, I get mad.

I demand one for myself. We have stood it for two months now, and we should
be the first to get more spaces. I don't think that I am being selfish about
it. It should be first cane, first serve.™

We did give these over-crowded blocks a chence to move before the
Santa Anitans came in, but they did not respond then because they felt
settled and did not wish to take everything down. Now we have to use up a
lot of remaining barracks fo bring over more people from Coral as they are
still greatly overcrowded over there. If they don't want to move over here,

then we can give the Tulare blocks more room if they still want it, We have

one whole block empty, plus a considerable number of extra rooms;>>

The girls of block 65 have a novel idea to improve their shower room,
They went around last night in their block and collected 15¢ from each
family. This money will be spent to buy material at the canteen so that they
can make‘\‘shower curtains and put in other improvements in their block
bathroom. They even plan to get a big mirror, Small mirrors have been
placed in most blocks, but if they are not screwed in, somebody is liable to

purlein it. 1In our block, the mirror has been taken. Some generous soul
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put his om mirror in with a sign "Everybody use it." By the next day
somebody had stolen that one, too. Now we have no mirror and the fellows

have tolring their own to shave with.

<<g lot of furniture is being stored across from our present housing

center., It is all government stored stuff which belonged to the evacuees
from Vacaville and it has been sent out here. The government plans to
send all furniture stored in the government warehouse out to the Relocation
cemp © that it will not be liable for any damages;>

I was talking to Joe Onochi and Jim, who are on the Constitutional
Committee, over in camp no. 1 while I was over there today., They are
rapidly finishing up the drafting of it. Was greatly surprised to hear
that the nominees for the Community Council would be selected from a list
presented by each jblock council chairman., They said that this would give
the Issei some consolation. I asked them if they realized what they were
doing. The block council is composed of heads of families, This means
thet these councils are chiefly Issei. In the past temporary community
council election, they have already indicated their methods, - selecting
Kibel who would be favorable to them. This system lets the Issei control
the elections since they do all of the mominating. Joe seems to think
that this is the best plan, I then told him that they should insist upon a
good command of the English language as one of the qualifications since
these Councilors will have many contacts with the administration. Joe agreed
to this, and they will include this clause in the Constitution. But I still

think we should have more check on the Issei control for the welfare of the

whole community,
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I was thinking today that we may lose many of our most capable Nisei ie
leaders if the WRA program to get the evacuees out of the centers as easily
as possible is successful, It stands to reason that the most capab}e will
be the ones who will be more aggressive and they are the ones with the most
chance of getting outside eﬁployment. If there are considerable members
leaving, the leadership in the Relocation camps will be even weaker and the
morale would certainly drop. It will also make the WRA program in the camps
very indefinite with the possibility of less progress. They would not
want to invest too heavily in the centers if it is going to be emptied out
first, <i;at they willprobably do will be to develop a few of the centers
& lot and then lump the camps if a lot of the evacuees are successfully
resettled. A lot will depend upon the public reactio§;> I think that the
WRA should resettle the people in small groups in various places in the
Middle West and support them until they get established, since most of the
evacuses do not have capital to start out on their own, This relocation
camp set-up is not a too healthy idea,- too much of an "Indian ward of the

»

Government™ set-up. The evacuees need competition from the Caucasians {é

surrounding in the same toiﬁ)to keep them on their toes, Too

much false security in this present set-up,
<ﬁg£wnqnd Takeyama came in to see me this afternoon to see if I would
do enything about his most unfortunate case. I have to prepare a report
on his case so that I can present it to Lundward tomorrow,
Raymond is 25 years old. He had his own retail produce store in Los
Angeles previous to evacuation. He is the head of his family consisting

of an aged mother and two sisters. Two other brothers are married, and

have left the center,
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A
® .
tﬂ<' Raymond was working/the butcher shop at Tulare last Augst 14 near

a fellow who was chopping a bone with a cleaver. A piece of steel flew
off of the cleaver end pierced his eyelid and eyeball. He was sent to the
Tulare General Hospital and an operation was performed to get the steel out
and save his right eye. It was not successful, so he was sent to the
Barmett Ims- Sanitarium in Fresno for another operation. For the next
month he was transferred to the Fresno General Hospital, On Sept. 26, his
eyeball was removed.
A hemorrhage then set in and he had to stay in the hospital until Oct,
2, when he was sent here with the Fresno group, His eye still runs freely,
After the socket heals a glass eye will be put in by specialists in Phoenix.
Regr feels a little bitter about it all, but not unduly so, He feels that
was any
he has been rendered partially unemployable, and he asked me if there/way
to get compensation, He does not feel that a glass eye is sufficient. Under

the Social Security Act and State Compensation Laws, RRy would have been

eligible to compensation. But in a relocation center, Reay does not know if

he has any redress, and he wants me to find out. ﬁe did not want to sue the

Government, as he felt that this would cast a wrong reflection upon him., At
the same time he did not want his case forgotten because he felt that what
little money he did receive would never compensate for the loss of an eye.

I have to find out if evacuee workers are protected when accidents of this
sort happen, It would not be fair to make the group suffer these risks with-
out any protection at all, especially with the cash wages being so low. Every
citizen is entitled to protection from labor disabilities, and the Soecial

Security Act and State Compensation laws have been passed to provide some of
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this protection, Even evacuees should be included in it. I have heard
that the Government tekes no responsibility beyond medical care for
injuries suffered in the camouflage net project (from the lint in the
lungs) butthis hardly sounds fair;>>

The camp is almost settled now and there will only be scattered
people coming in now, There are 5500 people in OniT)I and 8042 in Butte
(hasty addition). In our camp there is a total of 32 blocks for residents
to live in, Tulare occupies 18 blocks with 5000 people. Turlock has 5
blocks for 1350 people. Santa Anita has & 5/4 blocks for 1271 people.
Stockton-Fresno has 396 people in 1 1/4 blocks, There are two blocks set
aside for the doctors and hospital workers and families, plus the sick
and the ill. 25 people from Tanforan are scattered, and we also have a few
from Pomona center. There is one doctor from Tule, with scattered members
from Poston and other centers., The Santa Anitans really have the most space
proportionately,~ as they have EEEEE people in more blocks. 'They average
around 250 per block while the rest of the camp averages close to 295,

Of the rest of the blocks, 4 blocks are Rec Centers, 3 are warehouse
blocks, 2 are used for school, 2 empty school lots, 1 block for administratioh,
1 Caucasian'living center, 1 block civiec center, and 1 unassigned empty lot.
This mekes a total sf 47 blocks in all in our camp. The fire department and

the high school are yet to be built, The hospital is almost completed,

<<ﬁ;th such a crowded wituation, many of the Rec halls are being used for

other purposes., Another one was taken today to store the furniture that is
being shipped in from its Government storehouse. The Rec halls are always

taken when space is needed for other purposes. Since Yeaton left about 3

weeks ago, no new director has been appointed and the program is going along
Tather slowly.
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The special pass system to ride on the bus has created a lot of
resentment among some of the people. We had to explain to lots of
people that it was only being put into effect because of the tire shortage.
Not all of the people knew of this new system, and they somehow got over
here without a pass, They were only given a return pass with the understand-
ing that they would not be given another,

About 50 came this morning on a special pass to attend a funeral, but
the bus did not show up to take them back., The regular bus would not take
them since they had no card saying that they could get on, so that they were
lef t stranded until 2:00 p.m. when Lundward came and wrote them out a pass>>>

Out in the hallway this afternoon there was a long line of Nisei waiting
to get their absentee ballots notarized. The Notary Public comes only three
afternoons a week, He was charging 25¢ for the service. The Nisei all
complained that they were guaranteed that they would not be charged for

voting. The man said that under the Arizona law, he could charge. <@; looked

in the policy menual of the WRA, but nothing is said about charges;> However,

the Administration has decided that the evacuees should not be charged.
Starting ‘Monday there will be no fee for absentee ballots and all those that
have paid will receive refunds.

I hed a different kind of case today. This morning a Mrs, May Xicotn-
catl came down to see me for & "private talk." She is a young Nisei married
to a Mexican Indian, who lives in California. Mrs. X is a gquiet sort of
person and does not have too much personality. She is a very religious

WOmMATL o
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She stated that she came in from Santa Anita on the last contingent.
She was all alone so that Helen assigned her with three other women in the

single women's bachelor quarters,- Mrs. K, Mrs. N., and Mrs. K. All are

C_-
elderly, Issei women. Mrs. K. is e woman in hiding from her "common law"

husband.

It was Mrs. X's story that a young Nisei called on Mrs. N. every night
and that he slept with the woman all night in one of those single cots,
This was very shocking to Mrs. X. because she is a very devout Seventh Day
Adventist. She felt that under such conditions she could not read her Bible
or get in the modd to pray. She said that she could not stand having and
seeing such a thing going on, and she wanted to move immediately.

Mrs. K., of all persons, also objects to this illieit relationship
because "more than one man comes to sleep." The man that Mrs. K. had been
sleeping with herself found out where she lived and he came barging in and
demanded that she return to him. She wants to move again with Mrs. X.
(Mrs. X. thinks the man is Mrs. K's husband!) so that I arranged to assign
them to another room in the Santa Anita block and a partition will be put
in. I haven't talked to Mrs. K's "man"™ yet, but will call him in for an
interview and tell him that he will have to quiet down and quit bothering
her. This plan will solve both Mrs. K's and Mrs. X's problems for the
present.

As for Mrs. S. and Mr;. N., I will wait until the change is effected
so that Mrs, X won't get Hell. Mrs. S. is a tough baby., Henry S. is the

boy that goes to sleep with Mrs. 5. He is a member of our honorable police
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force as he is a wardenl <§£is is really funny because Chief Williamson
sent us & memo today to investigate this illicit relationship because he
doesn't want any commercial prostitution to start here. He wants us to
report my findings back to him and also to notify Dr. Sleath, the chief
medical director here:>
V., 4 Henry S. is only half Japanese, and he looks Caucasian. But he spent
ten years in Japan so that he can't speak English very well, His mother
lives in California somewhere. Mrs. S. tells Mrs. X that the reason why
Henry sleeps with her is that the fellow is a bachelor and the old men
that he stays with won't weke him up in time so that he can go to work.
Today was his day of f, but he stayed over at the women's quarters last
night. I am going to see him tomorrow.

The gossipers all know that Henry "stays for breakfast" and the old
women of that block are raising a fuss because they don't want a house of

proétitution in their block. The Japanese sometimes get overly narrow

minded and they talk about everyone. <35iis a simple matter for a social

worker to get information around here. Helen and Butch also talk about

the cases and they are not fully aware that all data is strictly confident-
jal, Lundward has been concerned over this "leakage"™ (a lot goes out from
i . Mijifa) and he wanted to know if I would have time to give a class in
case work techmie. This is impossible with the increasing case loads, but

I told him that I tell them what I know in an informal way ahd have offered

them the use of some of my books,
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Taki is getting fed up with the housing situation and he may resign.
He wants Butch to take his place, but we need Butch in our department
because pretty soon the whole clothing issue will be turned over to us
according to L@ndward. Nobody is supposed to know this yet, as they want
to work out the details. Butch is & good man because he is mature, and
he is always calm., He uses good judgment in handling the people.

I spent all afternoon making out the forms for all the clothing mses,
We are putting them all through on a relief basis. There is so much
governmental red tape to go through merely to give a needy family some clothes.
I recommend the needs to I@mdward and he “okays" it, Then it has to be sent
to Hoffmen for his "Ok." Then it goes to-Cozzens, the project director for
his "OK™. Then it goes to Sl@wsen, who issues it at his leisure. We then
teke the clothing order to the needy client and he goes to the Canteen where
the clothes are issued. The Centeen manager "OKs" it and then it goes through
enother series of maneouvers before it is finally charged to the Community
Project. There is no use of all those "OKs" because after Lapdward they
merely rubber stamp it with their names. Landward went to tell them that
our department wes able to exercise sufficient judgment in these cases and
this prolonged process only delayed matters, I filled out foms for 37
families this afternoon as they were the most urgent cases. If we take over
the issuance of all the cl othing allowances, we will have to increase the
staff greatly.

Mime and Kawaii don't have much to do these days and they sit around

talking with friends who drop in, or else read the papers. Suckie works
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like a horse. GShe has too much to do for one secretary and she is only
getting $16.50 a month. This is not consistent because some of the
secretaries at Housing Headquarters get §19.00 and they just sit around.
Suckie is going to be Henderson's secretary, but Lundward can't find a
good girl to take her place. A lot of girls around here claim to be
secretaries, but they are not very good. They have few good Nisel sec-
retaries in this camp::>>

A lot of the Nisei are getting the repratriation forms and they come
in asking why they are sent to them. All of them have declined the
"opportunity"™ to go to Japean on the Gripsholm., Some of the Issei want to
go, but the number is not too great. If any of the Nisei go, they lose

citizenship forever.

4153?06 school started there has been a scarcity of messenger boys, so

that girls are now being used. The messengers only deliver to the admini~-
strative departments so that if we want to see any of the residents, a Zﬁ
stamp is put on it and it is sent through the mails., The WRA feels that
this is cheaper than using a car, but it does seem to be an unnecessary
waste. If they got bicycles for messingers, probably more people would
want their job. Messengers only get $12,00 a month,

Mimi had a bkwling fit this afternoon. She has been trying to get her
mother here from Wyoming ever since she came because she wants her to take
care of her when the baby comes., Earl doesn't mind if his mother-in-law
lives with them. After the way Mimi threw out his mother, I have my doubts.
Earl needs to rely more on his own self if he is ever going to break away
from his mama's apronstrings. He has his choice now, but if the mother-in-

law comes, he won't have a chance.
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Mimit's application got lost somehow and it wound up in Washington
D.C. In the meantime the Director up there asked Mimi to find out if
we had housirg facilities down here. Whe was joking around so that
Lundward and I kidded her along. She interpreted this seriously and
theught that Lundward was turning down the request, All of a sudden she burst
out crying and left in a huff. I went up there later to tell her that
the application went through from the other end and that we had nothing to

do with it. I asked her to see Lundward on Monday, but she was still ecrying

and said that she was never going to speak to Lundward again, so there{::>

The block managers are sticking more a less to their funetions officially,
but unoffiecially they are trying to whip up the political interest., 1In our
block, only about 24 Nisei registered for the elections for a temporary
community couneil membership from our block. The block managers (they
call themselves the "Block Heads") have decided to use English at their
meetings although there is no official regulation on that. Each meeting
they try to get some member of the administrative staff to come to talk
to them.(\gff block managers now pick up the pay checks from the Finance
Department and distribute them to the people in their blocks. The
Sept. pay checks are expected soon.

A lot of the residents ere wondering about clothes lines., The adminis-
tration may try to provide same. There is not much chance that a bank will

formed
be set up here unless one is ferwarded by the community. I see that the
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Interior Security has turned the parolees back to us. (In the Oct. 21
Block Mgr. Minutes.) This has been kicked afound for quite a while,
There isn't anything to except to change the address;::>

The city beautification is coming along steadily. Flowers have been
planted around the Administration Building and some of the mess halls.
Grass and flower seeds will be given free to the residents by the Public
Works Department. Two nurseries are growing plants and shrubs to Be trans-
planted here later on. Free stocks have also been ordered for spring
plenting. Tools will also be lent upon request. Cabbage plants will also
be given to residents. Right now it is planned to have a harvest festival

on Thanksgiving and a "Dai-Kon" Queen will be chosenli

<<i;;e block managers are also requesting that the cheirman of the block

council be put on the payroll, The B.M. also believe that their prestige
will be increased if bicycles were given to them run their errands.j};

The Administration has been slow in getting needed services started -
barbers, beauticians, and shoemakers, So far the barbers have been in
private enterprise, making 25¢ per head, Later on, they will be put on the
payroll and & small license fee will be charged by the Community Counecil.
All of the rest of the money, beyond wages, will go into the community fund.
‘ The linoleum far the floors is supposed to be here, but no mention
has been made as to when it will be laid. Six carpenters (at $1.30 per hour)

came around to cut the 18-inch holes in the ceiling for the oil heaters,
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One sawed and the other five kibitzed. It took them three hours to cut
the two holes in our apartment. They experimented on ours so that it

took them a long time. I hope that they don't cut holes allover the
ceiling as we have plenty of ventilation now with those cracks in the
floors. The carpenter said that all holes and oil heaters have to be
uniform so I think that they'wiIVrun into some problems where people have
built closets and other things, Ours ceme out "okay" and it did not
bother our furniture arrangement in the least.

The new hospital laundry is getting the equipment put in and they
had a lot of big boxes for the machinery. Emiko went over to get one of
those-gr- them for a dogp-house, but one of those greedy Santa Anita Japs
haed claimed every one of them,- even the unpacked ones and he wouldn't
let Emiko even touch a board. So Blackie bit him in the ankle. Blackie
is very fascinated by the fire plug over there, but Eddy (another canine)

has priorities to it.

<:£~put up a lamp over Bette's bed so that she .could study there when

it gets cold, DBut Bette has been reading a movie magazine all evening.
Now Emiko demands a light for her beﬁ}::>

Al was over for a while, He is one of the Nisei teachers. He says
that two more of the Caucasian teachers quit today. They can't commute
from the neighboring towns because of the tire shortage, and they don't want
to live here. They feel that they are too good to ride on the bus pro=-
vided them. It looks like the H.S. faculty is going to be mighty sead.

Bette says that full day classes will begin on Monday.




Charles Kikuchi
31/10/42

We thought that we had Mrs. X and Mrs. K. all settled when we assigned
them a room by themselves. But Mrs. K. suddenly changed her mind, and she
went back to her "common law husbend." This leaves Mrs. X all alone in a
room and we tried to find a family for her to go in with since we could not
let her have the room by herself.

I was onthe way down to see the Sedi~boy, but Williamson happened
along, so I went over to the warden's office since he already knew of the
case. He got pretty griped when he found that one of his own wardens was
the person staying overnight and he said that he was going to call him in
end "kick his a -- out of the place." I suggested that this was rather
drastic actim an& that maybe he should be given &nother chance. Williamson
said that he could not have such things going on in his force if he wanted
the wardens to get the respect of the community. I could see his point
there. (He has already dismissed some of his wardens because they took part
in gambling gemes, During the hot days some of the boys go loaf in the
warehouse refrigerators, and he has warned them on that. One of the things

thaet he is very careful about is to see that they do not abuse, their

positions., He plams to get a sort of khaki uniform for them soon, This

should add to their prestig3;>

ﬁw4{ Williamson said that he would check to see if the boy was the guilty
party, particularly since we only have Mrs. X's word on it. It's probably

true, but I think that the two Issei women should be the ones to be put on
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the carpet because they no doubt took advantage of the youth's innocence.

<<§Elliamson said that he sends many of his cases over to us because he

had no trained person on his staff that could take care of things. He
also has this problem of too much gossiping by the force. He is trying
to get the boys to realize their responsibilities more by givin them
weekly lectures on police methods. He also issues quite & number of
general policy orders to his force. The warden's office in Rec 68 looks
like it will be a permanent office., He haed some nice desks built in

and the office is plentifully supplied with office furniture. Still
don't know what Earl does down there, He seems to be a sort of flunkey,
as he is not listed in any of Williemson's important -positions.

Somebody sent in a complaint that a lot of duckboards from the
shower rooms had been stolen, but Williamson decided not to press
larceny charges because one of the doctors had said that these boards
were unsanitery and condemned. He had owr block listed as the most
guilty culprits and I thought for a moment that we were going to lose our
front porch!

Our block manager is trying to stir up interest in the special
election to find a temporary community couneil representative, for our
block. Ben QObata is being put up by the young doctors-dentist-nurse
cligue in owr block. Verlin Yamamemoto thinks that I am going to run and
he keeps asking me. I told him that I couldn't give Ben any competition

and that I wasn't in the slightest bit interested.
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Next Wednesday the JACL will hold its first general meeting to
elect the officers. Nobu and Ken pulled a smart bit of publicity in
getting the World War veterans to give a statement that they were 100%
behind the JACL. They are trying hard to get Issei confidence in them
once more as they feel that they can accomplish more. Too much of this
Issel influence is what made the JACL weak-kneed in the past and the
Issel group is pretty powerful around here.

Surprised to learn that Cozzens is a soil conservation man., He is

only the acting director and has had some experience with the Japanese.

He was born in San Jose, californi%;>

The truck drivers work pretty hard, but at least they get a taste
freedom. The Indian drivers have all been fired now, and they get
drive to Casa Grande and even Phoenix for loads, They are escorted

by the NMP's. This system cuts down the expense for the WRA and the Nisei
drivers are much more efficient. Take Nobu, who drives the biggest

also drove one for the Shima Transfer Company in San Francisco. Figuring
out everything he gets room, board, clothes, cash,- he almost makes as
much as he did for Shima, and he works fewer hours! He only got $55.00
a month for Shima. He says that this job is easier because he doesn't
have to help load. The truck drivers are beginning to develop some sort
of slang language of their own. "That does it!"™ "pull the ears over."
"Jap slaves" (the loaders). "Hawaiian Primp" (for loafers). They also
are developing a choice bit of language which they use when they pass a

group of girls,
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éigé? temperature has taken quite a drop in the past few days. On

Tuesday it was 92°, while today it was around 65° high. This morning
it was 42° end so cold that I did not stir out of bed to go to break-
fast. The lower it ever gets is 9° above. If it gets much colder, we
will need those oil heaters in a hurry. They are getting enough
heaters so that each partitioned room will also get a heater, It's
really not that cold, only the sudden change is very noticeable.

Bette went to her Fellowship Hallowe'en Pery tonight. The girls
weshed all of the windows today so that I could nail up the cheese-
cloth screens, I spent all afternoon making a dog house out of a big
crate that I got from the hospital supply room. OQur hospital is ex-
pected to have a general opening about November 15. We will have plenty
of medical supplies. There are crates and crates of all sorts of
medical goods sent from the Army Quartermaster in St. Louii;>>

Angelo seems to be getting tired of weiting for Alice in Chicago.
He sees Mariko a lot, but he doesn't like the city. He understands
Alice's position so he is heading bac: to California as he feels he
will get drafted into the Army soon. He will stop here on his way
back for a wvisit. Pop seems to be doing fairly well in the hospital,
but he doesn't telk yot. One of the patients read the frequent letters
to him which the kids send. I don't know what Angelo's coming back will
mean to Alice's plems, but she is caught between two difficult decisions.

I personally believe that she should go now if she really wants to get
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married, She could not do much for Pop anyway. Her devotion to the
family has always been close, but it probably has been intensified with
the evacuation. Then again, it may be an indication of the fear for
the future. Mom and Pop were resigned to Alice's marrying a Ceucasian;
but with this development, Mom now feels relieved that she is apparently
going to stay here. As long as she does not indicate her decision, she
will be always open to comments of "Well, you are not going to stay here
all the time, anyway." She seems in no hurry to get a job. Neither does
Emiko, Bette has expanded quite & bit, and she is making many new high
school friends. She is getting to be the leader in the Fellowship group,
although she is not religious. Some of the other girls are beginning
to resent this as they feel that they have a vested interest in the
affairs of this club and they do not like an outsider coming in. Bette
is organizing and directing the pary for tonight.,

Tom is getting disgusted with his woodwork class. All he can do
it to meke blueprint plans. They can't do any carpentry work because
there is no lumber available, Tom has plans strewn all over the house.
He released some of his frustration on the doghouse, and he is putting

all sorts of designs on it so that the dog will be comfortable.

1/11/42

It has been two months since I left Tanforan, and I am finding that

I enjoy (if that is the word) it better here than in an Assembly Center

because there are fewer restrictions to strain against, One of the
things that is noticeable is that the people here are inclined to be
more Japanesy. Perhaps it is because they are from the rural districts

where Japanese customs were kept more alive,
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Tonight after the Fellowship, we went over by the talent show put

on by the Nisel for the Issei. <§;ere were eight girls and a fellow who

is supposed to be one of the strong Nisei leadesrs from Tulare. He was
telling me about the JACL and he wanted me to come to their meeting on
Wednesdax;:>There was & tremendous crowd a$ the +talent show, They were
all seated on boxes and stools. True to the Japanese theater style, food
and drinks were passed out to the seated audience out there under the
clear skies. Some people brought their own things to eat. Evidently
they were prepared to stay for a long program. It was only about half
finished when we left (10;15).

They presented a Japanese tragedy and the announcer said that if‘
"you don't ery, you are not a good Japenese."™ There were & considerable
number of Nisei present. A lot of the actors were wearing Japanese
costumes, There was one fellow dressed up in a black Japanese school-
boy suit and Emiko thought that it was e Japanese soldier's uniform, and
she was quite shocked at their nerve. She commented that the tregedy
was "disgusting™ so we went over by the stage to sit it out until the
others got equally bored. Jimmy came over and he thought that the audience
Was very apprecigtive and very pro-Japanese propaganda, but he did not
think that.nQ£ﬁ§§gicould be done about it, ™Let them have their fun,"
I said that these plays in themselves were harmless, but they were hinder-

ing the Americanization process,




