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September 1€, 1942

014‘-’}( VENORKNDUM TO: Block Mansgers, Both Camps
QMP%(VROM: Bob Yeaton

SUBJECT: Census Report

We have just received notification from Mr. E« R. Fryer, Regional Director
of the W.R.A., indicating that the Inspector General, after a visit to one of
the camps, noted that no daily check was made by the W.R.A., of the residents
of Japanese ancestry in the camps.

Mr. Fryer, in his letter to each of the camp directors, quotes as follows:

"The scceptance of persons of Japanese ancestry in the War Relocation
Projects carries with it the custodial responsiblity for these ewvacuees.
Custodial responsibility is at least two-fold: responsiblity for protecting
evacuees and at the same time responsiblity for deteining them, in accordance
with publizhed proclamations of the Commanding General of the Western
Defense Command of the Fourth Army.

"we are reluctant to request Project Directors to arrange daily census
checks. On the other hand, the necessity for regular periodic checks is
very real and should be made. This check should be a physiccl count made
at least weekly. It can be made by the mess halls, by the block managers,
or in any other menner you may design. Its purpose will be to rmine if
there sre unauthorized absentees from the Cénter. Unauthorized absences
'should be immediately reported to this office.”

Those of you who have been Block Managers for some time will recall that
we have been expecting this to become necessary for some time end that we
have taken certain steps in preparation for the type of check-up which we
believe to be at least unpleasant.

The Block Managers in Camp#l will already have received large wall
charts showing the location of every apartment in his block and the name of
every person living in each apartment.

We trust that is echart is being kept up-to date as we agreed they would bee.
We have arranged in the Housing Department that daily lists will be sent by the
Housing Department to each Block Manager, giving any changes of residence within
the block. It is the responbibility of the block managers to see that these
changes are effected and that their charts are then corrected so that the chart,
at all times, is an accursate record of the people actually residing in that
block.

Will you kirdly supply to a suitable person in each of the aparimant
buildings, a chart of the people residing within the same building as himself
and make it his responsibility to check at least once a week so that he
personﬂhlly Ynows that all of the 20 or 30 persons who live in the apartment
in the building with him are actually presente.
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As we previously discussed, we believe it will be possible by breaking
this check down to the building level, for the check to be accomplished without
the necessity of any formal check-off. In other words, if the person responbible
for the persons in his building is sble to see all the people in his building
without actually going from door to door and counting noses, we believe this
will be preferable.

The building census representative is, however, abselutely responkible
for the presence of these persons.

The building reprecsentatize will turn in to the Block Manager by Sunday
evening of each week, hls census report. In case of any doubt, the Block
Nannger must himself go over this check so that we Jmow it to be absolutely
correct.

The Block Manarer must assume the responsibility for passing these
reports on to the Central Bloeck Manger within the camp who will, in turn,
forwsrd it to the Head of the Housing Department. May we emphasize that this
method which we have set up for the taking of the census has been devised
so that it wilT be as informal and cause as little unpleasantness as possible,
and that we shall be able to avoid a more military type of check-off only
as long as we make this one work efficiently.

It is the responsibility of the Block Mangers to see that all of these
things are carried out within his block. ;

With best regards,

Robert K. ¥eaton

/s/ R. Yeaton per EY:/:>

I saw Mr. Henderson briefly today so that we could not settle much. He said

September 17, 1942 -- Thursday

that he has been so busy with the cotton piecking business that he has not had time
to attend to meny things around here. I asked him about the additional workers
and he-said that work assignments would be sent through if I regquested it. So I
sent the memo in to him late this afternoon. Our funtion still is not clear but
I ea= am going ahead on the basis that it will be a social welfare depertment which
will eventually be transferred to the Community Sertice agency.

The Tulare group are getting more and more provineisl when it comes to

job assignments. 1t geems that the social walfare workers who came here refused to

.give up their files to Mrs. “mith when they came here, according to the story which

Bob told me today. Helen particularly is very possesive about those files. She
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feels that she must zo with them. Today she agreed to brifig them down to our office
.:‘ane she will be working in the department now. She is a nice person, but she

thinks a little too much in terms of Tulare. All day long she kept suggesting

the names of Tulare people for the depertment as mjch as to infer that I am a

rank outsider and that this is their particular realm. She should not feel this

was as this is a new center and the Tulare group will only compose a thikd of

the total population when the full capacity is reached. There is no doubt that

the Tulare group are capable and experienced but this is no reason for their attitude

that all the jobs should be taken by their group exclusively.  One of the other women

who was in the Tulare Department is at outs with the administration. “rs. S. She

is a caucasian married to a Japenese and she sort of tries to tell the administration

thet she knows more about the people than they do.<ﬁ§3? has been very uncooperative

with Mrs. Smith. Anyway, about seven of the Tulare group sat in the office today and
langed for Fri Amosen, the manager of the Tulare Assembly Center. Yne of them
.mentionned that he has sant a letter asking him to apﬁly for the position because
the present project director was so lousye. They felt that if he came in they would
be xiiwxkm all set becawse he kmows what they could do. They forget that the Tulare
group is not the whole camp, and they heve no basis for underestimating Mr. Smith's
ability since they do not know all of the facts. From what Ken says he has worked
himself almost into nervous exhausion and I have observed lirg, Smith full of energy
attending to hundreds of details, giving all her full considerations. The project
will suffer with their resignation£>>
Bob brourht some more Galen B and some other stuff for us. Bette and Emiko

fixed him up with a lunch and we have invited him to come over every doy as there is

no sense of him going to Cj;;s;; C;rdﬁk%? . <§e doesn't mind going in the evéﬁngs
as he can éet his beers. I tried to get him to smuggle some in jokingly./ Bob has
done us a lot of favors and made our adjustments here more comfortahbe in many ways.
O
YUf:F] He brought news theat Dr. Thomas has put us on a full research assistance

status at $62.50 a month or $750 a year. The news astounded me and I don't know just
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how to take it. How can I justify taking this amount when I xR not producing
.ang,"thing extra. I had hoped to continue on this diary basis, but that certainly will

not be enough. Bob is going to meet with us some evening for a conference and we can

go over a plan of procedure. \Thomas got her $10,000 grant so that we will be on until

next July. “nother workder will be added here, which may bejgiiéié. She will also

be in the Social Welfare department so that +ke» there may be a repitition in our

work. Rob also has additional momies for part time honorariums. If Emiko would only

do some sketches of the place she coudd possibly get on in a part time basis. But

she hasn't the drawing materials. I saw Ken gbout her today and he expects to get

another mimeograph machine shorty and then he will put her on. Emiko did not seem

to interested. I told her that I m%ﬂ get her on as a secretary, but she doesn't

want that either. She just Boesn't know what she wents. She just hasnIt made the

ad justment yet. She is very touchy and easily loses her temper. This mmxwimg

evening she and Tom had a big argument over the fact that he pulled the cord out
.;-zhile she was playing the phonograph outside, He didn't do it deliberately so she

got angry and seid he was too fresh. They almost came to blows. Later Tom was

still feeling irritable and he got in a guarrel with Bette over the use of the radio.

Hy wanted to listen to the "Long Ranger" and she wanted to listen to "Glen Miller."

Emiko jumped on Bette's side so that they won the point. I think that they are indoors

too much and getting on each other's nerves.

We did not do too much in the of fice today except to take in a few

requests for supplies. I hunted around for an office smo that we eould conduct

private interviews. This whole thing of housing changes is a lot of duplicating

work and I want to expsnd from it to other types of social problems. We listen to

requests for housing changes and turn all of the data over to Frank. If he

approves, he sends a redommendation over to Doris who records the change. he twelve

and more people in the Housing department don't have much to do so that they have

.been quitting early while Mr., Yeaton is away. The employment department does the same

thing, sometimes quitting as early as four o'clock. We usually stick around our
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. Helen says that some fellow was stabbed in a gambling argument last night

and the deputy sheriff was around to do some investigating.

open here and every evening I see a lot of the Issei crowd. F.S5. say that

administration has gotten wind of the prostitution which has been going on in

one of the empty barracks and thet action may be taken against the guilty party
if found in order to protect the community morale. Gambling will be hard to
brealk up.

Miss Greene of the Social Welfare depertment wrote to inform me that she

and Margaret Bevis of the Oakland Family Service Bureau have subseribed to
315,00 worth of social work magazine for me. She also offsred to take up a collsection

of social work books from the faculty to loan to me. She is also sending me

some other books for pleasure reading.(fiﬁe class I finished with last spring

in the department is not doing so good in the Bay Area. Four of the class
ineluding Irene, are to be cut off from the A.C.C.C. in a general staff shortage.

+hat our class had too liberal ideas for sociel work. Harry Tee

in the shipyards and Martha is doing graduate work with Profeseor
Hunington. Lee Fridell is planning to go %to a conscientious objector's camp rather
than allow himself to be drafted., It looks like I will be the only fellow in the
class to be doing sociéglivork. Frederica Hatch is now in Phownix and she may
come down and visit mé>> Yisitors to this place will certainly be few and
between. When I look out on that long streteh of sagebrush, it leaves me
such a desolate feeling. Looking outward, we are miles from civilization
seems. It's a good theing they don't heve a fence arouhd this place. Those
two armed sentries are eﬂoughﬂ; Under their little huts in the blazing sun
between the two namps, they serve as a constant reminder that we are here
against our will,.

Wb

But Weren is a free man and he is in the middle of a sagebrush desert also.

His isolation is a- comlete as ours. Ve have an pdvantare that we are in a
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community of greater numbers. Wang is with two other Nisei twenty six miles

fromf the nearest town. He maltes $3.50 - $4,00 a day with no place to spend it.

After sugar beets he went there to shock hay and he will s&ick around until Jan.

after which he hopes to go to the University of Missouri to take up journalism.

rang, from the tone of his letter, seems to be a disillusioned oynic; he even

was on +the campus when rooming with me, but he will snap out of it in time.

\t least he had the guts enough to zo out on his own. He geems to be struggling
to find himself. I hope that he had gotten over those moody spells which he

used to have. %e is guite an intense young man. It's the first time I have heard

from him in over two months. (See following letter -- pardon the vulgarity).

INSERT:
Dear Chas,

What the ' ell do you mean, "you can't be working that hard"?
A son of a biteh like me ca- work that hard and more. At any rate,
since July 3rd, last, the day before I becsme a man , I have been
jgsolated in a hayranch., Hell, I told you that once before I think.
Te're way out in the middle of a sagebrush desert. On a green
spot they call a cowranch,It's a sort of subgidiary of the Utah
Constmmetion Company which owns all this mountainous cow country
from here to and half of Nevada. Pay was $3.50 a day and eats
first haying; second cutting, it'll be $4,00 and eats becasue of
the shortage of manpower in this section. Seemsmost of the able
bodied men are working at the camp at Eded -- the story was going
around the other day that a girl was smuggled out of the camp by a
couple of the workmen and was found at a tourist camp when she
inadvertently stuck her head out of the window. And since we're
about 26 miles away from the nearest town and we 've no place to
spend our hard earned money. Result is T've saved all the money from
my first two pay chécks, and am rolling in wealth, Send me that
itemized list.

I got a letter from the University of Missouri August 26. So
solly, but they were still considering my case. They would let me
vnow in a "week". The weed has passed and I'm still waiting.
Coanard of the Student Relocation wasn't very helpful or hopeful
either. And so I think T'll be staying here on the ranch until
next January; and in the meantime I'dl apply to every school I can
think of. You see, Les Moore, the boss, has been damned nice to us
and offered us a job to last through the winter. We'll be feeding
cattle with the hay we're putting up now. Uad thing about the deal
here is that out of the twenty Japs Les brought out only three now
remain. The rest quit and went back to Rupert to sit on their asses
and starve. The reason the others went back is thrt they didn't
trust Les in particular, "hakujin" in general. Most were kibei;
others were severely Japanized oreatures. I'gl give an example of
this later. Of the three that now remain, one is a former classmate
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at UCLA whose foster teacher-parent brought him up in the bext Amer=
joan traditions, and who, in his own words, "is & good an American

as anyone else." From Manzanar, and plans to stay here all winter.

he other is a cousin of Kenmny's, from Sean Jose and Manzanar, a
bitter eritic, a lover of Japanese warplanes, a nisei, disillusioned,
and plans to go back to Rupert after second haying is over. The third
is of course myself.

I see by the papers that Besig lost the first round of his fight
against the President's proclamation and de Witt's evacuation order.
Seems he's going to appeal to a higher court, though. I've been talk-
ing to all bhese guys about evacuation, and they always pin me down
with this simple question: "Why the hell should I believe in America?
Whatt the shit do you mean by democracy, when they can look us up in
concentration camps? The "intellignesia" at Tanforan talked asbout
"education" and "fascism" and "anti-democratic forces" and"democratiec
forces" and "winning the war first" but I don' think they--we--answer-
ed convincingly this question that I hear everywhere and from every-
one. Once when we went to town, one of the boys told a sailor,"sure
we're behind you one hundred percent"”, but he was lying to save his
own skin. It happendd this wayl

From my notes, dated August 21, Finished first cutiing yesterday.
and so Les took us to Twin Falls today. Spent about $15 of my hard
earned poker money. Supprised to meet Ed Budd in a department sbore
there. Was visiting from Berkeley.

Stopped at Buhl coming home to eat. While lounging around a lamp
post after eating, waiting for a couple of the fellows to finish, we
saw a sailor step out of a beer parlor across the street, and catch-
ing sight of us, stop to stare at us. He seemed to be thinking, and
presently, he started toward us unsmiling. Les said, "Look out, here
comes trouble." Later, he told us that he would have grabbed the only
thing handy, a wooden neck yoke, and wrapped it around the sailors
neck if he had started any trouble. He's been deputized when he
had given us employment.

He came up to us, and I was going to make way for him to pass,
but he stopped, his hands on hips, fists clenched, staring at us.

No one said a word. I did the only thing I could think of. I said,
"Howdy", as friendly as possible, He didn't smile or answer the greet-
1NF e

All of a sudden, he said, "Mind telling me your neme?"

"Hell no," I said, "Warren." He thought about that a minute.

I thought he was going to ask what my last name was, but he said,
"Mind telling me what nationality you are?"

"American, anddamned proud of it." The sailor stood there with
that blank look on his face.

"Pure-blooded Americen, eh?" -

T thought he was kidding now. "Well, not quite," I said. I
tried to laugh, but T was pretty dammed nervous, and all I could
menage %%3 a high plitched cackle. Byt he didn't laugh. Just stood
there st¥ing and thinking. Then of a sudden he stuck his paw out.

"If you're an American, shake, " he said, and we shook hands.

The tension was eased then and we all started talking, and shaking
hands. He said, "What's your name’ to each in turn, and asked each
if he was an American.

M. said, "W&'re all behind you one hundred percent."

"Sure, I kmow it," the sailor said. "But it's a good thing you
gaid you were Americans. Can't tell what I might have done if you
hadn't."

"I imagine you would have kioked the shit out of us," I ventured.
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He said no. "No," he said. "I don't know what I woudda done "
Then he smiled. "Know the Kodas?" he asked.

les broke in, "No, these boyg ar€Japanese from California. Now
why don't you take it this way. “he Geresss"

"Yeh, I krow how it is," the sailor interrupted.

"But why don't you take it this way," Les insisted, ™we're fight-
ing the Germans and Italians, too." The sailor motioned for Les to
step aside, and he started talking to Les. The sailor told Les he
guessed he had made an ass out of himself. But there was something
eating on him. He'd been given a furlough after serving in the Aleutians.
Tt seems his plane had been downed, his flight captain in it, and while
his captain was trying to save himself on a rubber raft, a Jap zero had
machine gunned him. The sailor couldn't forgé*’the picture of his
flight captain with twently seven Jap bullets in hime

Later, while going home, M said, "I was just waiting for that
bastard to start something. I woulda kicked the shit out of the son
of a bitch." Yeh, he was behind the éailor 100 percent. FPreviously
M had told me not that he merely disliked"halujin", but that he hated
them.

(note: M caught a dose from the redhead in Gem rooms )

¥ is a nisei, is hotheaded, completed three years of high school,

a grudge against all #hite boys", always makes a careful distinetion
between himself and "whites", is happy-go=-lucky, contemplating marriege

on borrowed capital, and in the meantime, was assuaging his besoin d'aimer
upstairs. I suppose James would type him as a "Rowdy". I hope his
outlook is not typical. Sometimes I'm afraid it is.

Got a letter from Kenny the other day, from Poston. He said
something about trying to ge t a "broad perspective” and that no one
was doing anything "ereative". Around here, the guys are natural. They
say shit and piss on you, and if they want a piece of ass, they go to
a whorehouse,to get it and brag about it, and if you work hard and don't
talk down the bridge of your nose to them they treat you like the rest
of the bunch. I'm getting tired of all this studied intellectual bald-
erdash, and I'm beginning to wonder about guys who make a habit of it.
Maybe I'm getting simple minded, but it seems to me that that's only
natutal, and if people aren't that way, they should be. Hell, maybe
I'm disillusioned, I don't know.

Kay, the boy form UCLA, was playing “leepy Lagoon and Concerto
(Freddy Martin's) on his harmonica, while I was reading those back issues
of the Totalizer, and I got lonssome as hell. I thought I'd write a
letter or two to pass the time away, and that's the only reason you're
getting this letter. At any rate, write if you have a chance, and if
you run out of smokes or need a stiff drink to bolster your morale
which has gone down because you have suffered terrific disillusionment,
just say the word and maybe I'1ll send you a carbon of my 8puds and take
a snort of beer for myself

Wang
There was an ad in the paper about Adamic's latest, "What's Your Name 7"
and it showed an oriental face among others in the montague, Has our

ck done it again1’;:>

September 18, 1942--Friday

This housing problem is getting very complicated. This camp will

have approximately 9,450 people living in it for the duration. But the
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problem of housing them adequately is a long ways from reaching a solution.
There are 47 square blocks in this camp. The hospital will be snother, while

a high school and Fire dept. building will be built eventually. <§ne of the army
engineers was oussing about the people swiping the lumber, because a lot of it
has been cut to specification and whole piles have mysteriously disappeared
overnight. The guards are carrying clubs because some of the residents have
thrown rocks at them;>>Four blocks are reoﬂégﬁéas and there are warehouses,

" leaving 44blocks. Three more blocks are empty lots, leaving 37. Two additional
blocks will be used as temproary schodl blocks and living wuarters for the
teachérs and two more vacant lots will later have elementry schools built

upon them. This leaves 33 blocks for the 9§, 450 population. Capacity of

each barracks is 270, but to get this population properly housed, 286 people
will have to be placed in each block. This means that families will still have
to live together, particularly couples and familiss of three. Right now, the
average population for each block is about 305, the highest having 336 people
in.it. And we are supposed to make the housing adjustmemt. We spent all day
figuring, but could not come ot any =dequate conclusions. Our only hope is
that there won't bqﬁ too many families of fours taking up separate apartments.
The apartments were builft to accomodate 6, but the average size of the
Japanese family has shrunk. Three important reasons may account for this(1)
The younger married Nisei are having smaller families(2) over 3,000 heads of
families have been sent to detention camps by the F.B.I. and (3) 2500M

Nisei are serving in the armyged foroes.

<<E; soon as they build the schools, two blocks will be opend up for living

gquarters, and this could take care of over 500 people, solving the problem.
Families certaihly can't continue to live in the rec, halls that is certain and
the problem of incompatible familes is increasing. Helen and I classified them

today, and we will take care of the urgent cases first. We got the whole

thing planned more systematioall¥;i>\
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Interfamily conflicts are frequent. Today we had to make a decision on

a family case, Tard M. age 19, living with his own family. He came in and

agked for a room in the bachelor's quarters. <§ saw that there was some reason

for this and so6 I stepped outside with him and casually asked him why he wanted
to break away from his family at this time., Taro said that his father was in
a detention campE} Since he had been evacuated, Taro has had constant arguments
with his mother. It came to such a point that recently his mother told him to
ret out. Tast night he had another big argument which all the neighbors heard
and he got so mad that he threw her on the floor. This to a Japanese parent
is the insult supreme and she definitely told him to get out. <§ro was also
determined to leave his family group. He admits he is crabby. B¢ feels that
his mother dislikes him inténsely and she is always nagging him. Taro says
that he has always hated school. The reason lay in the fact that the younger
sister is intelligent and the mother is always pointing her out to him as an
example., Taro does not feel any responsibility as the oldest son and hewould
not change his mind:;>1 stalled him off for a couple of hours while I had Helen
go out to see the mother. The mother said that she could not control and that
she wanted him to leave for the sake of peace in the family. <}he boy already
is signed up, to go cotton picking. The mother said that the boy could rejoin
them when the father came to camp but until then she wanted him out of the house
as their constant arguments were giuwing them a bad reputaion among their neigh-
bor§;> Under these circumstences, with neither side willing to gibe in, we decided
to allow the change, although it is too bad to see a family unit broken up at
a time like this. A

A funnier case was the five Issei who came in very excitedly and demended
that we change them at once into the bachelor's quarters. Since there wetre six
of them in a private apartmen£, we could not see the reason for their request
as the apartments were much more dmsire;ble. Upon questioning, we found out

that the five wanted to get out because the sixth bachelor with them was dis-

dovered to have syphilis and they didn't want to get contanimated !
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Mr. K's family wants a room nearer the toilet. The wife is ill and she
can not walk a half block to the Batfline.

Mr. Miyato and Mr. Mori's family are now quarreling. 7 grown ups in one
room, three of whom are invelids. WMr, Mori has a rasping cough at night and it
keeps all parties within eweke at night. Mr., Mori claims that is is Mr.

Miyato's fault, because he grinds his teeth loudly. :r’
Ul

(¥
5 aM d
Mrs. A is a mental case, She has a doctor's permit to havaﬂspbw[for her

family alone, but there are no available apﬂé&wget. The other family never knew
them before and they are afrasid that she may commit violence mpon their young
child.

And so it goes on an endless stream., Somebhing will have to be done to
pive all individual families separate apartments, butthis is impossible with
the present proposed population. And the army wanted to put 15,000 dn here
originally!

Smith officially sent out the notice of his resignations and some of the
Tulare crowd came around in high glee. They are wondering who is going to take
his plece, hoping that it will be the former Tulare mansger. Helen wondered
who was going to Mrs. Smith's place. Mrs. S. the caucasian woman married +o
a Japanese has hopes of landing the job, but Bob S. told me today that John
oy howeluroael
Lexndweed had the appointment. Landweed will return from Salt Lake about
next Thumsday.

Emiko had quite an outburst today and she was on the verge of tears. She
says that she hates this place and she just can't stand the people. I told her
that she would prbbably change her mind when she got a job and made a few aecquain-
ténces. She has been strangely quiet all evening and she went to bed warly.
Emiko has made the worst adjustment of any of us. Bette and Tom were in high
spirits and they were having a lot of fun joking around. Tom is still in his

reading spree and now he is on his fourth book. Bette has beéen reading De

Maupqéppt's stories for the past two evenings.
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The pipes have been laid in front of our house but the water is not turned
on yet. Our next door neighbors have filled the ditch up and they water the soft-
dust earbh in front of our barracks every night so that it is getting packed
herd. So many peopls have been doing this that the administration has set a
time limit. Watering im only to be done between 10-11 in the morning and 4:30-
5:30 in the aféernoon. They should allow theevening hour to be after our dimmer
at 6:00 because if watered before it dries rightup. They put the restrictions

on watering in order to conserve the water supply and the machinery.

The Tssei sre still excited sbout camp politics. They don't like just

the Visei to hold the offices and they came around asking Frank if he could

do something sbout it. Frank told him that the block managers were staying

out of polities. Harry claims that most of the former concilmen at Tulare are
staying out of the political life here. Even the Issei from there want it this
wey because they feel that the Tulare Council was responsible for many of the
restrictions, put on the Issei such as collection of phonograph records. The
block managers intend to handle only the administrative matters for their block.
(Att&chgd are minutes of lst formal meeting, chaired by Frank.)

Thunder and lightening outside im the sky is full of black clouds. It may
rain, however, it is very warm and there is no need .of blankets tonight. The
lightening was beautiful. It lighted up the whole sky, and it would be
accompanied by the thunder. We went out &6 wateh it for a half hour, Then
the dust came rolling in, so we had to come in and close thewindows. #And then
the rein came in big dréps. We went out to stand it it. I stood out there
in my shorts. The rein made a loud noise on the rocf, but outside we could
hardly feel them. Big drops would splatter on us and then dry immediately.

The warm bree e blew. Suddenly the dust was all gone and the atmosphere smell-
ed nice and clean. Those flashes of lightening that mede it as bright as day
was something we have never seen before. e made a strange sight as we walked

down the road in our bathrobes. Most of the people ere asleep now(11:30)

and they probably are not even aware thet there has been thunder, lightening,
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dust and rain. If it would be like this about once a week that would really
be something. We were all pretty excited I guess, expecially Tome It still
is warm right nowe The rains don't form any puddles because it dries up right
away. 1t sure is the funniest storm I have ever experienced, e very pleasant
experience. I wonder what it will be like this winter. Heard that they only
get 7" of rain here.

LaE%E}ihts evening, I went over to see Ken eand later dropped in%t the
informal me;tjng of the JACL who were chiefly concerned with ways and means to
get the people interested in cotton picking upon instructions from naf@fﬁﬁead-
quarters. They only touched brigefly on reorganizing the JACL, but Kén, pretty
well explained its new plan. Some of the former leaders have been meeting for
the past few nights to get the group relling. <gen has kent in close contact

with Larry at Salt Lake >

The JACL movement hag received a tremendous setback due to the fact that
thé Wisel were too prone to condemn them for their policy of 100% cooperation
with the military authorities. <?;ere has not been much bickering about the
group in this camp as far as I can ascertain. The so called liberal group, or
young radicals, are not very numerous here. Most of the Nisei fit into the

accepted grooves of implicit confidence in the JACL or they show no interest
at all, They are not too much different from the urban groups although they
tenitfo be more comservatiﬁe-—this is & broad generali;ation: Ken believes

JRcL !

that itﬂis the only continuing body that can work in the Nisei behalf; in fact,

Fen believes that the leadership has taken on a new lease on life::>

f‘-\
r&) “+i The various chapprs were broken up when they went into the Assembley Centers

and there was little effort to organize them there due to the WCCA restrictions.
Contact with the N&t#? headquarters was only kept through the offiecial publicatlon-
the Pacifie Citizem-which comes out weekly.<<§;e indication that the membership
did not have much voice in the policies of the group was that only a few of the

active leaders kept up direct contact with Salt lLake. It can safely be said
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that the rest of the membership was passive. The chief means of stirring up

. their support weas to have drives to raise funds by having them subscribe to the
Pacific Citizen. Centers tried to outs@ibseribe each other and Tanforan was always
at the top. This indicates that the Bay area group were the stronger supporters

of the JACL. As Manzanar and Senta Anite the subscriptions were always low.

Vany of the chapter offiecials in Calif. donated its club treasury to the

f

Nat'l, orgenization to be used for publicity purposes;:>

yxgiqf Now that the Japanese are almost all in Relocation Centers, the NatggfjJACL
feels that it has more freedom of action and there is a definite move now to
organize the chapters under & revised system, necessitated by ebacuation. It
would not be practical for all the little chapters to exist in one community.
The WRA policy apparently is much more lenient and it will allow such groups
to prganize. There is no army ban against meetinga<<?nd the Issei particularly
teke adventage of it. They meet openly in messhalls for "bull sessicns." No
. administration person is present and they speak entirely in Japanese .>
Ken believes that the most practical organizational plan for the JACL
would be to establish itself more as a community wide civic and fraternal
body, one for each camp. Ités functions would be to study the problems arising
out of this enforced move into this community, to help improve physical conditions,
and to help promote civic pride. Because of the antagenisms against ageixs:
the group, all effort will be made to keep the JACL aloof from the intenal
politics of the camp. This is a good plan, but actually it will not work out
thet way. Before evacuation, the JACL was nonpartisae/ also and yet they
tended to take sides. During the 1940 Presidental electicns théy were definite-
1y teking sides. And now with the situation much more intense the group
will naturally oppose those politicians that advocate harmful social measures.
. In the last publication of the "p,C." they ran a whole summary of politiciens
who won the primaries and who were also anti Nisei ir policy. The inference

was to vote against them if possible.
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<:;imited to this center the same thing will also hold twwe. They will

tend to try and control the community council through actual membership in
th couneil,,of acting as advisory groups. JACL leadership will be stressed
as a qualificatim for office. This is already noticeable here. Or ik may
even attempt to eival the community coun011;:>
YW T! It is Ken's hope that the JACL will become more of a fraternal body.
Some of the things which they could dcalong this line would be to promote
credit unions of their owm, having fraternal insurance, giving scholarship
for students, ‘adding in relocation, etec. <£en believes that the greatest
assistance and service it could render this community would be give financial
assistance to the development of the recreational program since funds are not
provided by the WRA for this purpose;>'ln this way they can help the young
people make difficult adjustments.
<i§£e strongest point which the natﬁg; group giﬁes for reorganization as re-
leased thropgh a recent circular, is: "And above all, we who still believe
in Amerieca, and expect to remein in this countrﬂ can unite even on this one
common basis alone. We shall have a difficult and greve wesponsibiiity in
properly guiding our nwn'children to grow up as American citizens with a
proper background so that they maw take their plaee in American communities
when they are released from the relocatiom centers after the temination of the
war.::> -

‘nother very important reason why Ken would like the JACL to become
established is that it will help the Nisei to keep contscts with the outside
world and its problems. It will build up the confidence of the group sof that
they will be more objective and forsee the hard time which wiil face them
aféerwards. One of the things which they whll have to overcome is the tendency
to beceme satisfied with leading a protectddlife. Thim will have a disadtrous
effect on the entire future of the group.

The JACL has a sound progrem but it remains to be seen whebher the leaders

will be capable of carrying them out without the formmer distasteful perscnal
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aggrandizement which has been and still is characteristic among the Nisei group.

September 19, 1942--Saturday

The grounds were nice and wet this morning with a noticeable absence
of the eternal dust. It must have rained congiderably because the earth
was quite wet, But it got hot again as usual as soon as the sun came up. On
the way to work I was surprised to see an Issel flying a kite with the stars and
stripes patterned on it. I watched the kite for a while. To me it was symbolic
of something strong. I'don't know Wwhy i feel this way when I see the flag. Ig
certainly is not adolescent idealism. A flag is surely a strange thing. It
makes men live and die for it. It embodies all the good(or the evil) of
a nation depending on which side one is one. At the same time it is the
symbolism of nationalism and our civilization should be beyond such narrow
confines. I got so engrossed in my thoughts that I walked a whole block past
the office.

The time keeping‘system, here is not very strict. 1In faecT it is very lax.
Timio and Harry check in all of the Housing, Supply and Administration workers
in that block.:>Ybu just have to go iny the first thing in the morning and report
the number of hours worked the previous day. They nevercheck up the previcus day
and they don't come amund all day to see if one is on the job. A person could
report in the morning, and then go off foﬁthé rest of the day without them bemg
any wisere The employment and housing staff quit warly-11:30 and 4:30 whenever
Huso or Yeaton is not around., We usually stay #n our office till clesing time
although I have been gquitting about a guarter to the hour since themris not too

much for us to do at presente

<<i%elen told me a little more sbout Mems Susu Mago this morning. Helen if

of the opinion that she should take over “rs. Smith's place. Mrs. Susu Mago's

father is Prof. Douglas of U. S. Coe and a close relative of his is Ployd

C. Douglas the author. She has been in Japan and speeks Japanese. TWo years
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ago she married Rev. Susumozo while both were doing graduate work down south.
Helen says that Mrs. Susumozo knows a lot of politicians and she write s lot
of letters and articles under her maiden name of Charlotte Douglas. Bob says
that she wrote a letter recently to the WRA blasting the Smiths for inefficiency
and neglect of duty. She charged that Mrs. Smith only worked two hours a day
in this camp, etc., etc. For this reason, plus the faet that she was un-
cooperative about the welfare records, the womaﬁ is at present in the bad
graces of the ‘Administration. Helen says that Mrs. Susumozo does not try to
place herself above the rest of the Japanese but wants to be one of the groupe.
That is why she has elected to remain in the center to work in their behalf.
Some of her neighbors bore down on her because they do not approve of mixed
marriages. Mrs. S. is not a physically attractive person--just sort of

plain. She must have had a bad personality adjustment because it is unusual
for one of her status to marry into an Oriental group, knowing the problems
and prejudices it involves. Mr., Susumozo is a short Nisei from Hawaii and

he is supposed to have come from a well to do femily. There is no doubt that

Vrs. Susumozo is highly intelligent and probably capable, but she probably

places too much importance on her status as a college professor's daughter.::>

We spent most of the morning counting the size of the families and for
our half of the camp which we compiled, wé found that 757 of the family
groups here had 5 or less members. The fours were the largest group with about
217 of the total. This is some change in the average size of the Japanese
family as based on the 1930 census, as that time, the average Japanese family
was 6 members.

The figure for each block is to be a 286 capacity in order to accomodate
the slightly less than 19,000 people that will live in the two campses This
is still too much to accomodate each family into a separate unit. We figured

that 270 people per block would allow each family to have a separate apartment,
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‘including the couples. But the 286 is the best we can do for nowe. The filled

blocks at present are way over this figure, 343 to be exact. <§% those blocks

that have less than 286 people, most of the homes have alresdy been assigned to
families coming from camp # 1 so that Blooks 75 and 74 will be moved first
because those blocks will be emptied and then used only for doctor's and
hospital staflf with their femilies. Thus 689 people have to be moved into
blocks 39 and 40, with the possibility of one additional block. (see chart).

But this 1s not the only headache. The people of 73 and T4 thought that
they would get blocks 40 and 41. Thus when 41 was announced as a school block
they got very incensed and the heads of the families (50) were down in a
body to thrash the matter with Yeaton. Our office did not have enough seats
for them so they all sat on the floor around the edge of the room. They
insisted that they be given the 40 and 41 blocks as Yeaton had agreed in
writing. Yeaton then explained the whole situation. He had signed an agree-
ment. He said that he wanted to give the people of 73 and 74 the first choice
of rooms because they were being forced to vacate. The blocks will be ready
next week and the new arrivals will not come in until October 1, giving us
10 days to do all this reshuffling. This camp will be taken care of first
before any people from camp #1 will be allowed to move in. Since Henderson
has been so busy with the cotton situation, the moves have been delayed.

The people of 73 and 74 had selected 41 and 40 so that they would be
near the Tulare people and also because they wanted to be near the schools.
The schools originally had thought of taking 57 and 58, but after a vote of
the people they decided to take 41 and 43. Since the school serves the whole
community, it had precedence over the desires of a small group. 368 people are
involed in this move. Since 286 have to go into a block, they can take block
40. This means that 117 people will be left,

The block manager of 73 and 74 had already gone ahead and assigned the
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URVEY OF PRESENT HOUSING CONDITION
and
POSSIBLE ADJUSTMENTS
BASED ON 286 CAPACITY PER BLOCK

Present Over
Population 286

328 42
322 36
317 31
3561 65
336 50
a1b 29
318 32
286
272
304 18
284
2T
297
285
284
295
278

no
262

72 306

19 Blks. Totals 5716
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Present To be To
Population Moved Remain

240 199 41
267 147 120

e ———

507 46 161

Total to be moved 343
689

* to be filled by Camp #1 people--4T7

2 blocks to be opened, possible 3
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specific apartments, filling in with people from other blocks,. This was
contrary to the written agreement and Yeaton stated that he did not like this
¥ when he came back from a few days absence in Mexico. He says that the apart-
ments must be assigned on the principle of lst come lst served to the people
of 73 and 74, since the Housing Department will be responsible for all kick-
backs. Yeaton refused to accept the assigned lists and he said that in fairness
to all, his principle would be carried out, except for urgent social welfare
cases. Those that were assigned rooms by the 73 and 74 block managers and
who were living in other blocks can't have the rooms because the excess over
286 in each block will be taken care of next.
The schools definitely will be given 41 and 43 and so the people who
thought they were going to get 41 have to move to block 39, one block away.
This will still leave them near the Tulare group and even nearer to the schools.
But the group there had a flurrye They said that Yeaton said that 52
of the "G" group from Tulare ocould go to 40 and 41, But the written statement

was produced and there was no mention of it. Then there was a big argument

over whether the Housing Department had asked for a specific list of assizn-

ments of rooms and Yeaton won his point that he had not although he would
consider recommendations.

Yeaton said he would do all in his powere to do as the people wished,
but block 41 was definitely for the school because it was the only available
one near an empty lot which could be used a s a playground.

The group calmed down. This certainly was different from the WCCA policy
at Tanforan where Gordon assigned them very arbitrarilye The chief difference
is largely psychological as 39 is only 1 block away from 41 and much ado about
nothing. The Issei are very stubborn once they get their mind set on a thing.

Of course, the fact that many of the people of 73 and 74 were down and started

to fix up the apartments in 41 in the expectation that they would move in
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would be one of the main reasons why they are howling now. But they were down
there illegally in the first place. They were pretty bitter about it for a
while. It would indicate that the people are unsettled about their permanent
homes and greatly concerned--an attitude that can't be blamed. But most of
them do not have an overall picture of the housing porblem for this camp and
they get impatient and a lot of them kiek like hell and blame Yeaton or

whatever scapegoat they can find. The room certainly was a babble of sharp

voices for a while, but Yeaton handled it very diplomatically;;>>

I dropped in at a block manager's meeting this morning where Henderson,
Fryer and MacIntyre met with them to push the campaign to get cotton pickers
for the growers around here that must call on the evacuees here in order to
save the cotton crop. The USES man stated: "Despite the condition and the
attitudes of some of the hothesds on the outside, this is a challenge to you
people. If you make good, other opportunities will follow. This will mean a
lot in the post war period when a favorable public opinion will be needed for
resettlement. The people in this eamp should get this point elear. They
must realize that however innocent they are, the people on the outside will
blame them if the crop is a failure. The long, staple cotton is viﬁtally
needed to build combat material for the United Nations."

For several weeks growers, newspapers and government officials have been
urging the use of evacuees for arricultural labor to save the crops. Governor
Mag of Utah even want the Nisei to be conscripted into the Army to act as a
labor force, The current critical need for farm labor is due to the millions
going into the Army of defense industries. I don't see why they could not let
the Caucasian laborers here go to the cotton work--not that I envy them their
salaries. Residents here could do the work just as well instead of being idle
and right here is an example wﬁere the Federal money could be diverted to the

war effort. The ditch diggers here get 82% cents an hour and a time and a
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MOVEKMENTS OF BLOCKS 73 AND 74

Date: September 19, 1942

Place: 42-3-A

Time: 3:00-5:00 P. M,

Present: 73 and 74 Blk. Managers, lMr. Yeaton, Foasln? Ad justment Department
and Heads of the Family.

The meeting was opened by Mr. Yeaton, head of the Housing Department. He
said there will be nine blocks ready for occupancy by next week, and thought
it desirable to move blocks 73 and 74 by giving them the preference to move
before the No., 1 Camp people move in. He said that in view of the fact that
the people of T3 and 74 were required <+o move they should have the preference
to move in Blk, 40, Everyone is required to move from 73 and 74 except medical
people such as doctors, pharmacists, and technicians. Movements will probably
bezin early next week (21st). Then the excess of each block over the maximum
capacity of 286 will be moved. Movements from Camp #1 will then be taken care
of . Social Welfare cases will be given special consideration such as where
there is illness, older persons in the family. Mr. Yeaton assured the people
that family unity would be provided as far as humanly possible. OSince he is
responsible to the Head of the Camp and also the people of the camp it would not
be possible +to allow people to make individual assignments of barracks but
they would consider individual cases and conditionse Actual assignments must
go through the Housing Department. When the time of movement comes it will
be Pirst come--first served. As seon as facilities are available, individual
family units would get separate apartments.

As for the sbhool situation they hope tlmt schools will be ready in four
or five months. There will be three blocks for schools, one for the grammar,
one for the high school and one for the Caucasian school teachers about fifty.
He thought it would be quite eonvienient for the children to live near schools.
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half for overtime. Many of them work 12 to 15 hours a day and more. They
have a crew working all night. This means that they pay $12.00 or $16.00 to
each of these workers per day. The same amount of work could be done willingly
by unskilled workers here at $16.00 per month.

A lot of the workers here are holding back from cotton picking because
they fear the regimenting of the Japanese and be closely guarded by the soldiers.
Henderson got up and told the block managers that this was not the case as
the WRA would guarantee fair treatment of any workers that signed/ vp. 1%
wouldibe on a voluntary basis. <&he Army has given special permission for the
residents of this center to pick the long staple cotton in Pinéﬁ‘(ours) and

Maricopa County. 1300 pickers will be needed, 200 to go out on Mgnday. MBst

of the workers will commute, some as far as 30 miles. The more distant

‘ ranchers will house the workers (»

—
YJ?T} Rate of pay will be $3.00 per 100 lbs. for long staple cotton, which is

1

the highest it has been for years. <£pe WRA is saying that the farmers pay
prevailing wages. He cited several instances where employers come to him and
afford a lower salary, but they were turned down. The way the system will
work is that the signups at the employment office so far is only preliminary.
On Monday the employers will come and the residents that want to pick cotton
will have a chance to pick the place they want to go. They are to make their
own deal and Henderson told them to seek those employers out that offered
‘medical care and insurance, although few employers offer it.,

Cotton picking is not supposed to be a difficult job, although the Japanese
will have to adapt themselves to it at first. Their finger tips will get sore

A

at first.\V;Ze a#erage picking for a person is 100 1lbs. per day, but Henderson
believes that the Japanese with their great finger dexterity, can do an avers

age of from 125 to 200 1lbs. per day, although he warned them not to think

that they were going to make a fortune.
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<<i§ince the Army requires the residents to be in the project between

8:30 P,M, and 6:00 A,M., special provisions have been made by the administration
to feed the pickers. A charge of 154 will be made for the morning and evening
meal, but this can be put on the "cuff." 254 cash will have to be paid for
lunch. 7This is only 55¢ a day for board and room. There will be no charge
made by the WRA for any dependents. The custom is for the pickers to buy
their own sagks ($2.50)

One of the‘rumors going around is that there are too many rattlesnakes in
the fields so the groups at the meeting wanted to' be sure that there would
be some provisions made for medical care.

Frank Sukamoto got up and gave an emotional blurb about being the leader
of the group and although he could not guaranty the loyalty of the Japs, he
was positive that the majority were loyal and willing to assist in the war effort,
blah, blahe But before they could meet this challenge, the people would like
some security of home and family firste This was only human and he was asking
for no deal. "We will sacrifice as much as anyone for America., But the
home status is so unsettled here and if the people could get assurance of pri-
vacy and security of home, it would ease their minds and I personally will go
out and round up the pickers,"

Fryer, who is acting as the project director for the next 6 weeks was then
introduced and he commented that he appreciested their viewpont as one of the
objectives of the WRA was to give family privacy. He also commented that in
"Mr, Smith we lost one of the finest men in the WRA and you have also suffered
a great loss." He urged thebilock managers to get the residents to volunteer
for cotton picking, a job "that's every bit acss importﬁnt as serving in a
uniform." Long staple cotton ranks with rubber and other shrategicmaterials
in building the machines for war.,"

But I think the psychological state of mind of many residents will keep
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MINUTES
of
SPECIAL BLOCE MANAGERS' MEETING

Date: September 19, 1942

Time: 11:20 a.m,

Place: 'Block 57 office

Present: All Bleok Managers, Mr. Henderson, Mr. Fryer, Mr, Yeaton, Mr. Mc-
Intyre, Gila News-Courier reporter

Mr. Henderson was in charge of this special meeting which was called for
e very seriocus business. He first introduced Vr. Davis MoIntyre, Regional
Chief of Employment end Housinge Mr. Henderson stated that this was the most
serious situation faced since the Project was begune. The two counties of Pinal
and Maricopa are faced with the problem of having long staple cotton picked,
By request of the government, acreages were extended since cotton was suitable
for many military uses and a great quantity was needed to be produced. The
labor situation has been a bad one en account of defense industry having left
many shortages of workerse. Avenues for securing employees are lost; most
available source of labor for getting cotton harvested is here at the Gila
Project. He stated that is was unfortunate perhaps that the attitude of perso ns
on the outside towards the Japanese is somewhat varisble; there are still
people who think that the treatment by the government bo the Japanese is too
good for them. He hopes that all will believe that on the basis that
"we are all human beings in this mess and we ought all work for the best
way to the best possible solution.™ Because of the absence of any reservoir
of labor, +the whole United States and Army are looking for that as here on
this Project., We are the last supply here. He believes it is vital that we
meet this challenge that is thrown in our laps; first, because if this cotton
is not picked, they will blame it on the Japanese, and second, he himself
and Mr, Yegton will be thought of as having slipped up on their jobs.
doesn't want to _give the residentw the feeling that they are being foreced to
do this work. He states that if we do the job well, it will do a great deal
in making it easier when we go to the outside. "We want this word'relocation’
to mean exactly what it means." He has now officially orders for calls for
approximately 1300 workers to pick this cotton. Many of the orders he has
now is close to this area. Breakfast hours can be advanced so that workers
can go on trucks to ranches and return by night. Those that are further away,
it will be necessary for workers to move out there.

Ratess We can only get into the long staple cotton which runs about 750

lint cotton to the acre. Workers are paid on a basis of lint cotton picked,
#3.00 per hundred pounds. The current rate of $3.00 is the highest paid at
this time., Mr. Henderson stated that "we will guarantee to you that no one
will go out of this Project without being paid the prevailing wages." They
have refused offers of substandard rates of paye.

What earnings will be. Probably most of the residents haven't picked cotton
before so they have to go out to learn, but the average workerg will pick at
least 100 pounds a day. Later on he should be able to pick 125 end 150
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pounds., If one can't pick a minimum of 100 pounds, he thinks there is some-
thing wrong with that individual.

Mealse. As to orders for work around this place, Mr. Henderson states that
arding can make mess accormodations so that one mess at each camp can

be prepared to serve breakfast to workers at 5:15 a.m., and dinner at 8:30

at night., All trucks would leave here at 6:00 a.m. and be back here by

8:00 p.me The Mess Dep't. is not equipped to pack lunches in sufficient

quantitites to take along. Jim Shelley of Cooperative Enterprises will teke

the responsibility for securing supplies so that sufficient lunches are packed

to deliver to mess halls at breakfast to be picked up by workers. Mess

Halls #6 at Camp 1 and #56 at Camp 2 will accomodate this service. As days

become shorter, the meal schedule will be changed., Since there will be dews in

early mornings, cotton will not have to be picked when wet.

Fees or deductions. No fees will be charged against you when you accept em-
ployment, Ordinarily when on the outside, one will be expected to pay his
omm bills but under these circumstances, we would not have to look at it from
this point of view. There will be no responsibility or deduction for meals,
bed and board for those not working and who remain in cempe For those who
sotwklly go out to work, there will be a small deduction. The average cost
is 35¢ per person to feed those in this Project which inecludes cost of raw
food, labor, utility and overhead. However, breakfast and dinner to wrokers
(cotton pickers) will not be 35¢ but 15¢ which is cost for raw food only.
Lunch cost to begin with will be 35¢ which includes all costse. As volume
inereases, it may be possible to reduce the oost. Therefore, for a family
of one or more workers going out in the fields to work, they will be asked
to pay a portion of their living costs which is 65¢ per day. It will also
be necessary for workers to furnish their own sacks in their cotton picking
operations--charge of $2.50 to be borne by them.

Questions

l, What is this sack for? The sack référred to is a large fabric sack into
which you put cotton as they are picked. When full they are weighéd, dumped
out and then you fill it up again.

o
2+ WWhat do you base your rate on? Y u are paid on piece work basis. Mr,
MeIntyre stated that as far as he knows, rates here are about the same as in
California.

3. How many hours a day do you work? Y u leave here at 6, ought to get
there by 7 or 7:30 depending upon the distance from the jobe. In evening you
leave there 6330 or T. The distance is 3 miles from camp up to 30.

4, That about hospitalization? If worker is being transported every day
and becomes 111 or has injury, he has all the hosplbal facilities of the
Center. Ipf he goes out and lives on the grower's place or on a community
camp, there are a variety of arrangements for medical care. In all cases
if you become seriously ill, you can return to this Relocation Center for
hospitalization.

5o What about compensation? Some growers carry compensation; it is up to

the grower since it is not required. When workers come in to sign up at the
Employment Office, it is omly a preliminary sign up. Employers will be here
and workers can talk with them personally and meke all deals. Mr. Mclngyre
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steted that he would prefer that-those things be talked with growers. Mr.
Henderson stated that when a person signs up at the Employment Offide, it
! does not necessarily mean definite acceptance of the jobe.

6e In regard to injury to fingers or inside of nails, how would hospital
care be given? Such injuries are likely to happen until one gets used to
the worke One can tape them up but Mr. Henderson will talk to Dr. Sleath
about it. 4

Te Is it possible to quit work? One can quit at any time even if there is
a contract. The contract as drawn up now does not apply to those commuting
but to those persons who leave camp and take up residence on the grower's
campe. Iy those casesw, contract provides for termination by either employer
or worker on a 5 days! notice. Amendments will have to made f'or those on
commuting basis, less than 5 days! notice.

8e When are wages paid out? Every day in cashe
P 3

9+ When you go out, will there be any m.p.'s? Any trouble started will be
taken care of by eivil authorities. There will be mep«'s around county
lineses Workers will be given full protection when they leeve.

Mr, Frank Sakemoto +took the floor and stated he appreciated how Mr,
Henderson felt about this thing. He stated he cannot guarantee what percentagge
are loyal to the United States, but a great protion have always maintained
that they are loyal to this countrye. 4Although they may have been doubted,
they are still loyal and are glad to meet this challenge. However, he didn't
think this should affect all people as all place his security on home and
family before anything else. In time of war all are willing to sacrifice and
do their share, In the list of those who signed up for cotton picking, he
noted that (1) most of them were single persons or young men whose family
were not dependent on them; (2) there are others who would like to go and
sign up if they knew that his family would be cared fors (3) there are those
who have not stated anything and are holding back because they want to look
after their family; (4) there are those who are willin% to sign but must first
consider the privacy and security of their families. +f they can be given assur-
ance that each family will be given units of its own, he himself will go
out and dig up more volunteerse.

My, Henderson stated that he had neglected one person and proceeded to
introduce .Mr. Fryer who is to be temporary Director of this campe.

Mr. Fryer stated that he appreciated very much what was being said,
particularly what Mr. Sakamoto had to saye. He thinks that the desire for
family privacy is felt by everyone else. He has the full backing of the
Administretion in that respecte. They have been assured that engineers will
leave enough lumher for floors of barrackse. The share is desired that unity
will be maintained. This cotton problem is extremely important and the
authorities are appealing to you but the final decision rests with you. Mr.
Fryer will be here at least 6 weeks and he stated he shall have time to meet
you with the Bladck Managers and to get the Block Council under way.

It was gnhounced that 200 workers for cotton picking are needed im-
mediately. £11 arrangements have been made so that the first 200 workers can
leave Mynday morning. #1 Cemp is to get 100 end #2 Camp 100 workers. It
was asked how long the cotton picking seawon lastse. Reply was 120 davs.

Meeting was adjourned at 12:40
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them from signing up until they can get their families here settled in pri-
vete apartments. Most of those who have already signed up are bachelors.
Some of the workers will get jobs as truck drivers, weighers, row bosses.

The women are also urged to sign up as pickers and ceshiers. The workers

will get paid off every night in caﬁg;>

T wonder if I should sign up myself? It would be one way that I could
show that I am willing to act as well as to maintain my beliefs. But there
is the family to consider, <&t would not be right to go off before the rest
of the family got here;> They would think that I had run out on them. <g;n
mentioned thet he may go>> I just don't kmow what I should do. The money
earned would be nothing as my income would probably be almost as great either
waye The question arises as to where I could be ¥ the greatest good be-
tween the two choices. It's a tough decision. They are also going to have d

<
camouflagigg net project here. I saw a lot of material come in todaye.

September 20, 1942---Sunday

The asbestos top that I had on the table has sort of gone to pieces due
to the constant pounding that we have been doing on it while breaking the ice.
So I took it off and put & wooden top one The table was a little high so I
gsawed three inches off of the legs. Tom wouldn't share the responsibidity when
he saw how wobbly it was. It just could not balance. I took 3% inches off of
one leg by mistake. Finally Tom nailed up a little piece of wood on it and
it is pretty steady nowe.

We didn't do much today except to reade It was not so hot, almost as
cool as San Francisco weather. Tom and I went down to the next block to see the
Gila monster and horned rattlesnake which some person has caught up and put

on exhibit. Later we went up to the Canteen for a coke. Emile and Bette want
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us to buy them a TrueRomance so I made Tom buy ite. "Yeah," you make me
carry it," he growls, while everyone around snickered. It was not the right
book so Tom took it back and got a funny book instead.

The people around here do not dress up on Sundays. They wear their rough
clothers, However few of the girls wear jeans in this camp. Man§ of them
do wear shorts. The fellows go around without shirts and some of them are
black as Indians.

E/ Emi!jé did not feel so well again today. She was very irritable and this
morning we had a long discussion on what she should do in order to adjust
herself to this center. EmiI{% says that she gobt pretty tired ouf
imeographing machine and she wants to take at least a
month's vacation here. That canvas bed that she has is not very comfortable
and is making her all soree I pointed out that she would not notice the heat
so much if she had something to do as a lot of it was mental attitude., She
interpreted this as an accusation that I thought she did not do any of the
housework around the houses I only said that Bette had to take most of the
initiation in starting the work, and she showed take more of the responsibility
since she was oldere. She said that she did most of the work only I was not
there to see her. Anyway she was burned up and she went over and stayed at
Naney's until @&0:30, Bob was over this eveining and he brought the L. A,

Sunday paperse. We discussed some of the possibilities for the studye. Bob

believes that he has some Issel lined up for the study:;>>

September 21 1942 ==~Monday
p 3 ﬂ o

Shozo Baba guit his job as head of housing to take a job as a cashier in
cotton picking at $5.00 a day. They only have a limited number of steel

beds available and Shozo has been issuing them to all his friends and their
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friendss A lot of the peeple have complained about the matter and since
everyone cannot hawe steel beds, they are going to call them all in and re-
issue them only to the aged and those that need it on sccount of illness,
So most of us will sleep on the canvas cots for the duration, Many
WRA. Those
that have been sleeping on matresses on the floor are up in arms an
emanding beds because they have heard rumors that the scorpions have bitten
the people and that all sorts of bugs are erawling over them. We tried to
heck on the story but could not find any truth to the scorpion story. But
there have been lots of bugs around.
he first batch of cotton pickers went off today. They worked hard all
mornipgd and then weighéd their cotton at noon and found that they ohly had
about 20 pounds. This made them so diszusted that they went on a strike and

uite I did not find any of the pickers so do not know if they will go out

gain.(i%en went out with the gang to volunteer his services. e is going to

get a first hand story on Japanese cotton pickers for the paper and also for
the Pacifie zen.> If the crew all quit now, it will be a black :m’r’h(uvgc,
against the Japanese. It is quite a serious matter and the evacuees will
be accused of sabotaging the war effort. The pickers were probably disappointed
abk their poor showing for +the first day due to their inexperience,

We had an irate womsn come iﬁ today demanding a separate room. She
elaims that the family with her is very selfish and they take up more than
their half of the roome "I'1ll choke the man or thvow an axe at him if he
keeps taking up more room. He got his baggage on our side of the room now,"
e calmed her down and promised adjustments as soon as possible.

It looks as if the housing problem is settled now. Yeaton came in with

i SQ»&« C‘-T*?_- ]

the news that only 2300 more people were coming in to this\-camgﬁ This

will give us some space to take care of the overflow population. This is the
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i
best news that we hawe had in a week.\;?he 2300 will be coming in from Santa
Anita :and will be occupying the eight blocks open in the south corner of the
center. 40, 32, and 28 blocks will be given over to the Tulare eople, while

29 and 30 will be given to people from camp;%’;>

) qg So the population of our camp will be around 9000 broken up into the
) : S LT etk 2 30D
following rough Eroupszﬁrgj“ﬂ! whnnd 3(NIU,}¢ufu&h “(‘*’=“JLJ Secats CL“‘fa o

{?Llare about 5000
1800 from Guadalupe, Santa Maria
1200 from Pasadena and vicinity
1000 San Gabriel area
700 from Compton, Gar&gia
300 internees
Turlock about 1000 of this group located chiefly in blocks 56,
. 57, 64, and 65,
Santa Anita the remainder of the 2300::>
(%f ; Oabe
wO I\ The other camp will have 3000 from the "Free Zone" ame and 2000 Turlock
people approximately.
There are urban people in this group from such cities as Santa Barbara,
Pasadena, etc., but the greater percentage are rural people. The ratio of
Isgei to Nigel runs about 4-6, which is a little higher than in other centers.

i

The greater numbers of single Japanese, Tosei, from workers may account for
this differenci;::>
The Social Welfare department is also in a muddle. Yeaton told me today
that he may take over the family adjustment plaﬁs of the welfare work while
Landward will do the student relocation and repatriations I could not see
. the sense of splitting up the wolfarewdrkss but politics must have its innings.
Fryer will make a decision on the matter as seon as Landward gets here to

enter in on discussions. I have been easing more out of the housing problem
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September 21, 1942

MEMORANDUM TO Mr., Jo Henderson
Charles Kikuchi

Additions to Housing Persomnnel

With your approval, we would like Miss Helen Kimura and Mr. Y.
Tamura to be given work assignments as social workers, temporarily in the
Housing Adjustments section of your department.

Miss Kimura has been working in this office since September 14,

while Mr. Tamura reported this morning. Both have had considerable exper-

. ience in social work at the Tulare Assembly Center.

Thank you very much.

o

incerely yours,

CHARles Kikuchi

Countersizned by: e Jo Henderson
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to get a start in the other ocases of welfare cases. {géday a woman made a
request for immediate for her 9 yr. old boy and 10 yr. old girl, Wé do
not have any facilities yet, but Helen thinks that some of the clothes the
Tulare Welfare Dep't had is stored in one of the warehouse here so I will have
to see if I can locate it in the morning. Another type of case was to send a
telegram to a women at Tulare who has lost her sone Just managed to grab
Yeaton so that he could take the message to camp 1 and wire it ours.

Finally got work order for Helen and Butche Wé will all be transfereed
later, but don't know where::>>

Block menager told us that pople are complaining that we-have been taking
too much food from the emes halls. They must be jealous of use The Block
Manager could have come and tell us directly, he wemtto Earl and told him %o
tell use It just happened that we brought a plate home for Emil@. She has
some sort of rash éll over her and it may be measles. It will be hell if 1
are all quardatined in this stuffy old room. Bettdis worried because if

‘£ﬁ$gh0

Raddd® gets sick she will have to use a bucket or something for a bed psn and

Bette will have to go empty itl (é%eryone was in good humor today and no ar=-

gumentse

Mimi was a little mad as we bro;ght Bob a plate for lunch and she brought
one too. She thinks we ﬁﬂotted it oute Bob went over to eat the second plate
in order to appease her, She is very possessive about Bob and thinks that
we have designs on him so she always sends Earl over here when he is around in
order to protect,Farl's interest. Bob has been working on Earl to go into
teaching. This means that he will have to move to camp 1 and he doesn't want

to. Bob told Mimi that it would be a good chance to break away from his

mother in law so she will work on Earl, ;:>5




September 22, 1942--Tuesday

<<i;ﬁree "Hawaiian®™ boys dropped in this morninge. As they stood in the door-

way, they scared the life out of the girls, they looked so tough. The fellows
wanted to apply for =a permit to leave here for outside employment. These
fellows were able bodied seamen prior to Pearl Harbor. After December 7 they
were yanked off of the boats and sent to Santa Anitae In the Assembly Center,
they were involved in a whole series of gang fights and other escapades. All
of them refused to worke.

After that riot over the Korean, SK and R.M, with nine other of the gang
were all blamed as the ringleadews and the whole group was split up, some
sent to Poster, Tule, and her, R. M. claimed that he was asleep at the
time and only a couple of the gamg were involved. G, S. was sent here at
the same time as the other trio with amother fellow. The latter trio were
in the County jail af the time serving a sentence for conducting a gambling
and alleged prostitution ringe.

The Sailor's Union of the Pacific (Harry Lundberg, Executive Secretary)
has been contacting the various govermment officials in Washington and the
West Coast to release the American seamen of Japanese ancestry for duty on the
Atlantic Seaboard and for convoy merchant shipse From the letter which they
showed me, it appears that the Union will be successful.

The g}ee fellows come from various sections for the Islands. They all
claimed that they could speak Japanese very wells They had a funny accent.

R. M, (24) first came from Honolulu in 1935 and he was rather unsuccessful
professional boxer for several years. His face showed the scars of ring battles
end it was slightly battered up. He is very resentful at the way he is treéted
here. R. M. claims that none of the Nisei will talk to the Hawaiian{ boys

and they feel isolateds. The girl problem is especially acute with theme.
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He said that in the past he used to satisfy his sexual desires in eny port.

Tn the camp he has no contact with girls and they all snub him. These fellows

who are bbbhgyd single and they live with some other Hawaiian fellows who are

the ones that play the Hawaiian music every evening. I suggested that perhaps
it was wrong and Nisei girls do not react favorably to fellows that sct
boisterously; R. M. claimed that everyone in the Islands were friendly and

not so snooty as on the mainland. While h e was in San Francisco, R. M. only
went to Japanese town once.

R. M, does not believe that the Nisei have aenough backbone. ™Back inhe
Islands, they sure wouldn't push us amounds We would fight back. Yqu Nisei
are led around by the nose and you don't feel American enoughe. Vhy can't
you say to hell with the Japs once in a while?™ He was in Japan once as a
tourist. Bubt they did not speak Japanese and the police followed them all
around., At the end of the month, they were politely told to leave the country
(1937), because "they did not like Americans." These fellows want to get into
the American merchant marine.

Se Ko 30, has been a seaman for five years. He has been supporting him-
self for 17 years. “s never knew who his parents were, but he beliewes that
he is only half-Japanese. He looks like a native Hawaiian, real curly hair,
For the past 14 years he has been a seaman, S, K, intensely dislikes the
Japanese group here, especially the Issei who talk about "Dai Nippon."‘

G. 5., 38, is the gambler. There is mome suspicion that he is runmning a
liguor combine heres He ig a large fellow, very mean looking,. Bug he has
a soft spoken voice.

It is true thét these fellows are isolateds They said that I was the first
Cglifornia Nisei to really talk to them with some understanding of their prob-

leme A lot of their rough actions are a release for their maladjustment in

such a confined environment.

Turo Metsonura came in this afternoon and he said that he had talked it
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ower with his mother and he is going to move back in with his family. They have
agreed to try and control their tempers. Turo was glad that they did have a
little time to think it over and they decided that in spite of their fights, it
was better for the family to stick together. Turo missed his home during the
few days he was in the Bachelor quarters. There is no provision for laﬁndry
and ironing there and he had to do his own wash and serving! It was very
embarrassing for him becausethe Issei there asked him all sorts of questions
as to why he left his family and he did not care to answer thems And he did not
have anyone to talk to in the evening. I thought that rejoining his family
was the best move so I made the change immediately. This is the first successful
case that we have had.

Turo went cobtton picking yesterday and he worked hard and only was sble to

[Eoﬁut eksYs)

pick 30 podnds or 90¢. So he quit the j@ 197 workers,\were suppoged to have
gone the lst day, but 15 did not Bhow up. Today less than 100 workers went
out. The whole cotton situation is a mess. The workers came home very tired
last night, only to find that no meal had veen prepared for them.<<§ryer had
gone home at 5:00 o'clock to his comfortable hotel room. Harding, the man
in charpe of the mess, had double crossed the workers. This left Henderson
and Mac Intyre holding the ba§>> There was nothing to cook, except eggs so
they scrambled them and made a lot of toast. (ixwas standing near the messhall

when they cmme in and they drank down two whole garbage cans full of ice water

to start witﬁ;>'ﬁenderson got some watermelons from the warehouse but the meal

was not very satisfactory. The cotton growers were up in arms because they
belie¥ed that the Japanese were deliberately trying to ruin their‘crops- Fhe
army can easily use it as evidence that the evacuees are notlcooperatingjzﬁe
the war effort and it can be made a terrific black eye for our group.(iéne of
the difficultias yesterday was that there were no Indians around to show these
inexperienced workers how to pick the cotton.

“enderson has been working from 5:00 As M. to 1:00 A. M, every night for the

past week in trying to meke this thing a success. He realized that the cooperation
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of the evacuees with this vital military projeét would result in a new realization
among the military authorities and public.officials of the loyalty of the Nisei
and their willingness to participate fully in a war effort project. He saw

that the public would be prone to blame the Japanese for any failure orloss

of the long staple cotton crop. Last night Henderson had a dispute with

Harding over the food situation for the workers. And this morining, he tried
desperately to see Fryer, but he was too busy excorting a couple of Casucasian
visitors around the place. He could not see him all morning. Henderson got so
burnt up at this lack of a cooperative attitude from him that he sent in his
resignation. This is a bad blow to us. I only hope that he will reconsider.

The people just do not realize the implicatibons of this whole cotton business.
Henderson has championed the cause of the evacuees since his arrival here six
weeks ag2;> Cne of the reasons why the people have not responded whole heartidly,
is that they are still under the eééaii% of regimantation_which they underwent
in the Assembly Centers. Here the evacuees have much more freedom of action and

decision. There is a definite need of a strong community organization now to

bring the "facfe" before the people. A passive attitude is not enough. <Et oaly

lends more fuel to the latest move of the Native Sons who last week formed a
move "to take all people of Japanese ancestry out of Calif. as soon as wap
conditions permit, and clear them out of the U, S. as seon &s possible.
Congrove, the nat'l. president stated: "California should be for Californians
whose loyalty to the U, S. is undivided(Considers Nisei as not%?uly loyal)"
Congrove's recommendations was:"Serious consideration should be given to expelling
all Japanese from the States now. Then legislation should be adopted to
return them to their homeland as soon as this can be done.

Coming down tc a personal basis, Fenderson's resignation will affect my
status here. I don't like the ide@{ of handlidg social welfare under Yeaton's
guidence. Lundwood may quit because his wife in Utah is having a child soon.

I have been devating all day whether or not to go into teaching while there is
yet a chance., T would hate Soeial work if it became meaningless. But I'm still
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determined and will rdie along with the new developments.

I had another teste of social work today. I went ower to camp 1 to see
Vrs. Wakida and ask her if she desired her husbands transfer. Che saild definitelyy
no. Since October 1941, they have been separated. last May she received an
interlocktory degree and will receive her final divorce papers early next year.
Mr. W, and 2 children are now living with her family and she has no social
contacts with her husband's family. The husband is an Issei. They were married
9 years. She claimed that there was no chance of a recomciliation.

Afterwards I had to drive all around camp 2 to gather up 8 students who
had peceived permits to go out ot school for the fall term. Geo. Sato and Bill
Morita were two of these., I worked with Geo. in the country and never expected
to run across him here. He is going to Wgsh. U. in St. Louis. Bill Morita
lived in the same house with me in the campus last year. He is going to the
U. of Nebraska.

It was funny how T met Bill here. He went over to Cgnal camp this morning
looking for me as he had read about my being here in the camp paper. He hiked
the 3 miles there and 3. miles back just to find me. In the meantime, I was
driving all over the camp hers, causing clouds of dust, just tolocate him for
£illing out some blanks which Bob needed before he could arrange for the trans-
portetion. Finally got him near our messhall. He came with us to eat at our
messhall using Emiko's ticket, but the block manager gave him a big cross
examination anyway. They have their eyes on us now. Afterwards Blll took

me around to meet a lot of his friends. T got a whole list of names now

and had better start getting acquaihbted before Jack gets here. Bill says that

there are definite cliques in this camp, according to the place they originally
came from before evacuation. Met Bill's parents and they are quite charming.
He has a cute 17 year old sister that Bette will be able to get along with.
Anywey the ice has been brokeni Bill's father is a world war veteran and

graduate of Cal. Tech, He speaks good English so I will have to look him up
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againe The furniture that they have built is really ameging. It's the real
professional stuff end looks good. They have double beds, chairs, tables, chest,
drewers, cuboard, eét, all made here. During the visiting around I was able
to see oéher equally good pieces of workmanship in some of the other spartments.
Bill was an H. S, teacher at Tulare so that he knows all of the young 18 yeat
old girls;>>

o Aok ele,

Emiko was again i1l today with e mwsh=ste. I went up to the emergency
hospital to get a doctor for a home visit, but due to the sh%&age in stéff, they
said that they would send a car after Emiko.

vLéﬁ% Emiko had some sort of absccé@d tooth and they stuck a lot of needles in
her gums. The dentifst told her that they had to use a trial and error system
as they did not have the proper equipment. Bette had to wait 2 hours for her.
At four sharp, the doctors all ran out:™let's go before some more people come."
This does not seem to be a very good sttitdde to take. The people have to go

there and wait for hours as it is.

<<§he most pleasant thing thet happened todey was driwming that car around. It

felt good to have the wheel in my hands once again. The ppeed limit is 15
miles per hour. At one stretch I went 30 and one of the reseident workers yelled
at me to slow down. I looked back and the dust I was making looked like a
mafor dust storm.

The supply department is getting initiated with the 280 pound Japanese
woman here. This morning she made a request for her fourth cot! The other three
broke down under her weight. They gave her a steel bed as a special emergency
casef A whole load of beds came in today and it looks as if there is a possibility
that we will all get steeél cot€;>

There is still a lot of gossip going around about our family. Now they are
wondering what relationship we are to each other. If they get nosey, It'11 tell
them that Bette and Emiko are my two concubines and Tom:is the illigitimate child.

Tom is gradually winning his point with the rest of us. He refuses to do
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anything if we don't call him Tom. So we call him Takeshi "Tom's the name" Kikuchi.
It is better that he is called tom since Tekeshie is always shortned to Tak, which
is about the most common Japanese first name there is. The block manager asked

him where his folks were and why he didn't speak Japanese, etc. etc. Evidently

he wants to make a report to his contitwents about that "horrible Kikuchi family
from Tanforan." Te surely will be glad to get out of this Turlock section; they

are too snoopey and Japanesy.

September 23, 1942--Wednesda]
S

<:§£e heat seems to wilt a ‘person down to size. It is not unendurably hot; yet

the sunroes burn through! one if exposed to its hot rays for any conﬂidefnble period
of time., I must have noticed it more todsy as I was out in the sun for guite
a while today.;>>

A1l morning and part of the afterncon I was riding eround in a car in eamp 1,
I think T will be a chauffeur, around here if I decide on a change. It's so
pleasant driving around, %yﬁ'ﬁdtc?ing the sweﬁting people drudge along theroad
or canal. Many an envious glance was cast in my direction. There is such a
free feeling inteing able to go where I please within ourlimited boundries--#hich
covers quite a bip space of land. <Ehe soldiers do not even stop us; they just
wave us pleasantly along. The dirt roads are not too dusty§> Riding to camp 1
offers some scenery. In the distant the 2ow butte break the monotiny of flat
dry desert land with the shrubs and cactus plants. But a lot of it already is
being brought under irrigation. Hundreds of acres are already cultivated; the
red earth looks so clean, but thristy. In another large field along the road,
hundreds of young beef cattle are grazing. _he WRA will use them for our new
community. llre&dyrsome crops have been har¥ested. We have had some of the
new red radishes grown by the hard working evacuees served to us several times
already. In one of the large irrigated fields (about 240 acres) onions, lettuce,

cauliflower, carrots, broccolif, peas, cucmbers, and spinach have been planted

for the community use. <l he workers looby so black as they toil in the fields.
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A wide variety of other vegetable crops have been planted so that the WRA may
gsoon be able to use this source exclusively for vegetabls for us.

The srenery is drab again when we enter camp one. Just a lot of barracks -
all painted yellow with identical size windows and doors. The roofs are all red
tile. Empty dust lots in between. <§h= camp looks much more complete than ours.
They have had a months head start and the ditches are all filhed. I sort of missed
the buzz of activity which our camp has.‘ No people hauling lulber - not even
a lumber pile in sivht;>‘ﬁﬂza1] this is at first glance. The houses are not
all the same. There are all kinds of porches and shades. Many families have
put in cement Japanese rock gardens. Some of them have carp in theirs-caught
alive in the canal with nets. A lot of houses have Japanese signs on them. One
of them had the whole front covered with Japanese poems asud a Byddhist nun's home.,
Vistory gardens are sprouting up alongside many barracks. A whole lot of castus
shrubs and plants have been planted in individual gardens. The administration
is urging that the people take on interest in our communlty and make it a
beauntiful eity-"a city reflecting the personal pride of those who have their
homes heres and who want this community to blend with the natural beauty of its
surroundings.” A lot can be done by properly disposing of rubbish and garbage.
The residents have been urged t#plan& gardens, although ithe water supply is not
too abundantes Fryer even promisé@s to give special recognition to those whose
cruntior%sare outstending. There is a distﬁi&i_emphasis on getting the people

to make real homes here,

zig\wenﬁ over to camp 1 to see Fryer about definite information on what

procedure the parolees should follow in making their twice monthly reports to
the Dept. of Immigration. The whole thing is up in the air. I could not give
the block manager ény definite information at their weekly meeting this morning.
I talked to Henderson but he did not know. All I can do is to give the paroldes
change of address cards and then take down their names to shw that they have

acted in good faith in case any trouble develops. The Isseil out on parole

\
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are very concerned over the matter so I wrote to Femderson a memo asking for
immediate clarification. Also talked to Williamson, Interior Security Chief,
and he doesn't know the policy either. He offered me the job as the Parole
office for his dept. but I turned it down. I suggested that perhaps the welfare
dept. could handle it, but he feels that this is in his jurisdicfion. Héwever,
he asked me if I would find somebody for him so T will gry to get somebody with
sociel welfare ideas as this job will require a lot of skill. If bungled, the
residents will regard such a person as a FBI stooge(this is what Frank believes)
I tLSught maybe that Earl would be interested, bu there is not any future to it
a0 I quess he had better stick to teaching the 6th gradé. He has finally made
up his mind. Albert Hutchinson is the principal over there. He looks so different

He was only a student then.

frowm what he was at State when I gradueted with him.
Now he is a matured man. Hutch said that he was also in charge of the nurs@ry
school program there. They teach the tots songs, health habits,cooperation,
manners and etiquettef. He has 16 girls to act as instructors(Nisei) Huteh
wanted me to teach in the 8th grade but I told him that I was already working
in another field of endeavor. Perhaps Jack will be interested when he comes.
They must have a shortage of college Nisei in this camp; I have heen offered
so many kinds of work. But Bill tells me that there are scads of college pupils
here.

Hutch claims that rccording to their house to house survey, there will be
over 1000 students-----cemp 1, divided egually between the elementry and high
school. If this is true, one out of five in that camp is a student-a high per-

centage indeed. These students come from over 53 differnt scliocols in Calif,

There are 263 boys to 259 girls. According to him, "The teachers are exdeptimnally

wed) trained people and they come from fine schools. Not only were ﬁﬁgy ﬁilling

to come, but they are here to make it a superior school and not just & publie
school. A fine aim anyway;I: hope it works out that way.

The Rec. Dept. is coming along slowly. WMet Baba today. Says that his wife
was also in the U. C. Soc. Welfare Dept. and he knows Cassidy, the chairman
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of our dept. there, very well. The staff there have made beginnings in or-
ganizing softball leagues, boxing, girls wollyball leagues, model airéraft
building, football, Judo, Suno and goh-shogi. 1In this camp the program

is not as developed as in camp l. The rec. activities heee consists chief'ly
of dancing weekly and softball. The library opened the other evening at
rec. hall 36, The Tulare group brought all their Ribrary books here and thé
Tulare librery eﬁ toto are in the Bibrary staff here,

Mr. Miura went over with us to see Fryer., He doemn't like the proposed
division of the social welfare dept. wither and he wambed to speak to Fryer on
the people's behalf, Mr., Miura has a very paternalistic attitude towards Sec.
Welfare since he ranthe dept. at Tulare. He is in charge of giving insurance
advise here. ﬁut I did not think that his appromah was quite the right one
as he delved into personalities. He based his argument on the fact that Yeaton
was not the best person for the job, ete. His great coneern is that if he
remains in Lendword's division and femily adjustments get set up under Yeaton,
he will not have a chance to get his finger into the pie. Mr. Miure means well,
but he is a little autocratic. Mr. Landword will be able to subdue him tact-
fully. It was so amusing to hear him telling all his friends over there that

r.

the car was for "our use" Prestire? ‘Lr. Miura Imows a lot of people and he
speaks good “nglish. He shoudd, after spending 15 years at the U. of Chiocago
and $70,000. The Nisei over there seem to kmow-tow to this man of wealth. It
doesn't impress me much; I accept him for what he is and he is not a bad sort-
he means well and is not personally ambitious. o doublt he can give me a lot
of good advice. Claims to have worked with Jane Hddams in Chicago. Bob had

to attend tb fiﬁal arrangements for those students who are leaving so Mr. Miura
and I went to lunch at one of the messhalls. Bob went to the administrative

messhall which is now open for caucasian employees. They will get approzimately

the same kind of food as we do(at 35¢ per meal) Next week, messhall 42 will

open in this camp, for caucasian employees(ircluding the teachers). The mess-

halls in Cenal camp are more crowded. They put five on the side of the table
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instead of 4 as we have. And some of them are elevated on wooden floors
instead of having a cement floor like most of those in Butte camp. Meals
are uniform for all the messhalls.

After lunch I took Miuma over to see some of his friends. We got served
tee and Japanees cookies. ~he couple were Nisdi., I left him there and returned
for Bob, Had my first "snort" since evacuation. ‘he stuff was really smooth,
Tequila is a Mexican liquar, 80¢ a bottle in Mexico. High duties prevent its

||v: ivers"

wide distribution in the U. S. Army orders prewent its distribution in
Arizona. We have prohibition here. But I hear that some of the cooks are
malking sakl from the rice.

Good news for the day is that Henderson apparently is going to reconsidér
his resignation. <They should make him the projeet director. He has sons in

the Philipines, but he retains a humaniterious attitude with the evacuecs. He

said he "got tough! and wrote out a little paper and they gave my proposals

some attention in a hurry.t;>

Efter T came back to the c&mpJ I took Emiko to the employment office. *hey
want to give her a job as a mimeogrfldh operator in the administration building

", (] L] L] . A -
in cemp one. Emiko is not oo enthusiastic about commuting. <€;nre is a chance

X s | A

that they will move the n@ﬁﬁgﬁilding over here soo, but Emiko would rather wait

and take her chances on a job until that happens;>fﬁm would rather rest up a
little longer. Maybe she does not like the idea of getting up so early to

commute. Later I took her over to the hospital for further treatment of her

teeth and tomorrow It will be drilled. ©She needs an xray of her teeth, but

there are no facilities available. Dentists are gso numerous that some of them

only work partime. There are twelve dentists that render service to both Camps .«

Only two home made chairs are gvgilable in the newly opened dental clinic. The
carpenters poiund at the same time the dentists are drilling. Quite a combination.

Emiko has a.lot of red marks(rash 1ike) on her legs yet; they may be hives.

On the way back I had to deliver a message to a student. Ye wasn't in
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but his mother was. She was lying on a straw mattress, all naked. But she

wasn't in the least bit embarrassed. She stood right up &o talk to me. At
had the médesty to lower her handse. {But not all ‘the women are like

that. « “miko says that there is a girl real fat who always goes to the showers

when everybody is eating dinmer. She must be self conscious about her shapeless

ghape of avoirdupoise.
Emiko and Bette went to the library tonight to get some magazines. Emiko
is signed up to play on the girl's vollyball team for this distriost and Bette

1is

is plenning to play softball. They are taking more interest in the community

life nc\.\)

Kéns says that the cotton picking is going along much more smoothly now.

back editing the paper, but plans to go out once more on Friday. <£ amm
if I asn make the proper arrangements. I want to see how it

can appreciate more the hard work involved. Kna says that a lot

0 now are averaging better then 100 1bs. a day and » getting

the Imack of it.
Y\UCFTIF order to get more volunteers a Communi<ty 7 Labor Board will be set up .
An official of the WRA will sit in with the coucil to be composed of evacuees.
Tt is their function to investigate the working conditions at each ranch
where wokkers are desired and to recommend the numbers of workers wvailable

for each ranch. It will also confer with the Pinal anl Marieépa county officials

to other related problems ;>'Fryfr is much concerned with the cotton situation

now and he is taking active steps to organize the recruitment of workers

sfficiently and also to review the cotton picking programs with the growers and

the U. S. Agrileulture War Board of the two respective countiese. Our camp

paper has entered the campaign with editoridls and bij news spreads. The

JACL did its part by distmibuting 2000 free copies of the Pacific Ci tizen

in this camp with featlire articles @n the necessity of backing the cotton

picking program,

(_'l
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£f did not let me down after all. They did a very artistic
and mature job on the final edition. It was the full 26 pages which we had
planned. The gang gave me the title of Associate Editor for the final edition.

] | 1
<§t is quite’ litrary and T emn see evidences of Taroq Bobs and Jimmys work all

over the paper;:>!y‘four pages-employment and "your opinions™ were also included

but I did not get a column about Gila in on time to mske the deadline. Unlike

the other center papers, there was little space given to superfluous praise of

the ddministration. As =& whole, the paper was guif% literary. I wonder

staff is going to stick to thei: termination to go into other fields at Utah .
lot of fun and the memories of those nights and bull sessions, work-

ing and impromptu parties in the Tote office will be one of the bright spots

of our memoriss. Well, TAro and Yuki got fixed up anyway-they will be married

soongs

-
Septerber 24, 1942--‘hursday

Today was a rather dull day. Things seem to be drffting along without mu
But bhis may be due to the fact that I am sort of out of

contact with things rizht now. The administrative staff rarely comes arocund.
4
They are over in camp one most of the day in their nice air cooled © itding.

<Emi1-:0 decided not to take the job in camp one. *“he didn't think thet it
would be much fun commuting., Besides Bhe still does not feel well. Usually
in the evenings when it codls aff, she is raring to go. Sheand Vancy went to
a community sing program a little while ago. I went up to see lYr, Morita

but he was at a meeting in which Fryer was giving the "leaders"

a bunch of
baloney. I didn't fedl in the mood to go in.
—™ . r . : . .3 . s i
Elsie Morita responded to my invitation to come over and meet Bette. hey
geemed to have clicked right away. They went off to a ballet practice and then

to meet some of Elsie's friends. She is just 17 and a senior in high school so

that they should have many mutual interests. Mr. Norita has taken a fancy to our
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family without even seeing any of us except Bette and myself., “miko probably
felt a little left out when Bette and Elsie went off, but it is better Bor her.
She is a little to dependent upon Bette and she should have her own friends.
Emiko's only remark was: "Well, now if I :u to dances, I won't feel so gullty
sbout Bette staying home." Bette will make a lot more friemnds than Emiko be-
she will be going to school and Emiko wil] probably inherit a lot oft
she did at Tanforan. Dut she should show a little more initiative
from her own crowd.
tlsie is a very attractive girl and seems very poised-similar to Patsy.
plays the piano, likes peetry, knits her own socks, doesn't like funny-
books, reads best sellers, and is very popular with the boys. She plans to
ro on to college next year if herbrother can get a job at the same time he
attends the U. of Nebraska. Mr. Morita, the father, is a gréduute of Cal. Tech.
but has been in the grocery business in Pasadena for many years. The mother
doesn't ppeak much English'and I have a difficult time talking to her. Bob

can speak to her much better than I;)&

The housing problem is still suspended. <£éocks 29,39, and 42 are ready,

+he mess halls has no facilities. yet. Ka%y of the people froﬁ 73 and T4
have already gone down there and put paddocks on the doors, although we are no &
supposed to lmow anything about this;>>ﬂnxious heads of families keep comiﬁg
in asking about chimges. All we can do is to jotg down the details and tedd
them to wait. We already have over 60 urgent cases to ghie attention to. Some
people even walk over from camp one-to make inquires, but we can't do anything
for them as they should take their problems to the housing unit there. It is
rakher pitiful to see some of those old people that are so am)ious to make a
change. The Jap&ﬂese are funny in some ways. If they don't like a person, they
don't tell them off, but allow the resentment to build up until there is an
explosion. Remeimber Pearl Harbor?

We have been getting more applicanis for outside employment, Henderson

did not give me a manual of instruction so that I can8t answer many of the
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questions asked#Can Issei leave? Should requests to join families outside

the military zone be made on the same form? Are letterssgmaranteeing employ-
ment necessary? etc.etc..)yI have been accepting all applications wntil the WRA
announced othe It's a lot of bother filling 5 WRA forms 23 and 3 of form
27. 4And some of the questions are stupid and espeéially 328 in form 26 which
could hardly be applieable if they are going to allow the Issei out,

Landwerd did not come in today so that thdcSocial Welfare dept. is s&£ill in
the uncertain stages. Apparently there is a lot of politics in the WRA setup
and the administratiom still is in a state of stromg flux. The new projeot
director should he apﬁointed at once so that there will be a steong leadership

of community organization. /
UG
Fred wrote a long blurb today from fﬁ&h-qnd they seem to be better organ
e. PFred still has his faith in %od and his pages ooze with brotherly
He seems to be very happy there from the tone of his letter, but he
PEJ 3
~

who i=z happier in a Japanese community. Ie was vegry fond of Tanforan.

L 1

it is betber to be that way, but to me it se%ms that one almost has
stop thinking to accept things so readilu. The ultimate of accomplishment
for him now is to organize the lst YMCA in Utah. The name of the place is Topaz.
Teather there is exteeme, ranging from 20 below to 120 degrees F Already they
have had froste. They have dust storms there too. -The housing seems to be a
Fred thinks that Ernst is "heads and shoulders above anyone

parts and for that matter in our nation, he would stand right at the top."

e
Morita brought Bette home and I talked with him for a few minutes. He

believes that the basis for permanent peace in this world is equal right for
man and the brofhefhood of man. We only talked briefly but I can see that he
likes to talk. He invited me over for tomorrow and to bring Bob. The reason
that he sent his son out to school was that he did not want them fo lose ambitions.

~

Dropped into the library this morning and met Sumiy Sugito, the head
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1ibrarien. They have 3,000 books there, most of them junk. Sumiyehas been
writing to universities and public libraries in Arizona in order to get dis-
carded books. The setting of the library is similar to Tanforan, but there is
a great difference in the quality of bookse. The library here has a rug at the
entrance, Promised Sumiye that I would contact some people and groups for books,
and to give them some of my old volumes. Books will be harder to get here because
of the rreat distance from metropolitan centers.

Physical impromements around here include the filling in of the ditches
and the installation of the laundry tubs. e may have hot water soon.

Big Arizona harvest moon out tonight so we are going out for a walk now.

It's almost as bright as day.

A, K. 22, is one of those "different" Nisei. He wanted to fill out a request
for permission to go outside for private employment. He has no job promised,

but he is very anxious to get into a defenxe job on in the Army. He hates it

here; "There is no future" A. K. has never lived in a Japanese group. He is willing
to take any means to "escape this prison". He says: "If plcking cotton will get

me out of here, I'll go. BAnything : t Besides I went to see the world
series.

A. Ko holds surprisingly mature viéwpoints. He believes that evacuation is

an injustice because it was on a recial basis. "Proteotive custody" is'a lot of

nonsense, he says. To him this does not justify the neglect of our govt. to

guarantee to the Nisei the rifht of American citizens to liberty and the Bill
of Rights. He cannot see how the govt. can reconcile the use of its one army
to violate the ‘fundamental laws of this country on the one hand, while at the
same time our forces are fighting, and dying to preserve democracy. IHe believes
that the JACL'got the Nisei to accept evacuation in good faith, but now they are

not so certain, expecially after the Assembly center experience where the

freedom of speech and assemblage wad denied. A. K. does not envisage much im=-
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provement under 4 WRA setup. So he wants to get out. "It mekes us:feel too
much like war prisoners and I am a good American."” He wants nothing more than
to be given a chance to be a good citizen and to have self sufficency and oppor-

r to contribute to the defenxe and well being of America.

K. does not see much future for the evacuees after the war. "We are
ruined finaneially and people still will be suspicious afte
probably will want to keep us on in the camps and treat u
Indians on the reservations. Not for me! I'm getting out.
a hard time. n at least feel free,"

-4 "

A. . then went off 'in a whirl to go sign up as a cotton picker,

! -

Maybe
if we make good, the Army will find thatit is a miligary necessity for us to

be out of the camps working in all sorts of d=fense jobs and even in the Army.

o

ho ¥mows?"™ One of the fellows in the office laughed at him and said that it

was a lot of words. A. K. respondedf "At least, I'm willing to back up my

1

about you coming with me to sign up for the cotbon?" lhe other

fellow kept quiet and A, K. dashed off to the employment office. <“ome 68
the cotton growers are now guaranteeing §£2 profit for a 10 days trial. ‘he
b ! .

rush for cotton but the residents are beginn ing

to realize that

September 25, 1942--Friday

4

Al]l mornine we worked on another chart to see if we could further iron out

the housing picthitire. <Epe people of 73 and 74 have not been able to move yet

because the dishes, pots, and pans have not arrived yct. We can't make any
moves and a bunch of people will be ecoming in soon.

The present population of this camp is 6,2 othl capacity is expected
to be 9,025.(55 from Camp #1 and 2302 from Santa Anita) The total capacity
of both camps will be 13, 925. In order to provide living cquarterz for these
people, it will be necessary to put an average of 286 individuals in each of the

33 blocks available in this camp.

From the charts which we have compiled(based on present population of
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6223), the following figures were obtained:

Size of family No. Total Individuals

879
450
612
1028
1260
750
623
264
153
110
33
48

13
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From the above it can be seen that 687 of the people of this camp
belong to families composed of five members or 1esf;>>It would be impossible to
give each family unit a separte apartment, even excluding the bachelors. <éhe
heaviest groupings are intthe 2's, 3's, 4's, 5's;> We are trying to give the
8's, end 5's separate apartments, which is possible., But the 2's and 2's
will have to double u;¢<:1nd they can't go into doubles of couple entirely since

4=
the A, B, and C aparterfils are almostall taken. This is the group which will
to take the D rooms(2fs and 3's))with the possibility of partitions being

built in later.

Put this is not the only problem. There is quite a conflict in the housing
personnel itself.over who has the peower to make the moves. The Tulare groug
(Central Block and Ass't Mgr.) Butch, Helen, and myse1f<§;e in 43-3-a. Té:>

have been making most of the decisons and policies on changes. The Turlock

—0

grour<é7-2-;?record these changes. Yeaton's housing assistant is in with
this gro

group. Now the two groups are at conflict as to who should make the

final decisinns on changes.<<%eaton's assistants(Jee Miyamoto and HenryM)
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believe that it is their function. Here is how they see thé picture.

Henderson
Yeaton
Housing Assistant

Housing Staff-- -Central Block Mgr,

—

Soe. Wel.

™
|

Frank sees the organization in another way since he has been making mogt of

Henderson
Yeaton

Central Block Ig

Housing Staff i
Soc. 1."'."e’-'-]. .

Housing Asste

considers the function of the assistants to act merely as truck

that is, to send out the trucks after they make the change of

m.

They have nothing to do with poliey. <he Housing staff is to record
the changes and they have nothing to do with v ind decisions on changes.
Joe on the other hand considers that is up teo him to make the final

decision To him, the central block managers office is only to give rec-
ormendations on changes. It is up to him to deocide. on whether or not the
changes are approved. For this reason, he asked that we supply him with all

memos sent oute.

m1
L

his afternoon they put a Japanese sign on our office saying that it was

for housing ad justments only. We continue to make policies. Frank and Joe met
with Yeaton to get the argument straightemed out, but he sort of passed the buck
on the matter. He said that Joe could make changes where Turlock people were
erncerned and Frank to make the Tulare and other changes. But, unless they get

together and formulate a basic policies so that they will not be conflicting

with each other, Joe does not know the setup of the whole housing situation
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so that it will end up with Frank making most of the decisicns.

Only recently we had the same trouble with the housing staff. It was
cleared up that they would do only the clerical work. This sort of regulated
Doris down to a minor position. But Frank was not satisfied so that he has
pushed through a Housing Office Mer.(a girl) to take charge of the housing staff.
In this way, Doris doesnnot meet the public at all

The soeial welfare fundtion is not clesr. €lé were supposed to take over
the housing adjustments at first, but since Frank and Harry Miyake were so

well scquainted with the problem and since Butch and Helen know them quite

well, we have been working directly with them and recommending changes to them

which they carry onijx

G
ymuT{ Now Henderson sends us a notiod(gec attached memo?lﬂmw@sing to turn the social

welfere function over to Mr, Hoffman, who is the Mew community services directop.
should make it very complicated. I hope thet we can make the transfer
soon because we can then expand into the real soclal welfare problems instead
of doing all sorts of odds and ends. If they spilt the social welfare program
thet will not be so good either, expecially if Yeaton is put in charge of
the farily adjustments.functions. He passes the buck too much. That is the
trouble with this plece. None of the administrators are well acqguainted with
a1l the detailed procedures and there is not enough of a gstaff. Consequently,
the lines of mnthoritylgg not clear and there is an overlapping in many of the
departments with the result that they tend to pass the buck and nobody gets
an answer. My recuest on information for parolee procedure is a good example.
They have not informed us yet about the procedures and who is supposed to handle
it:S00c Wel. Community Coumcil, or the individuals themselves? Well, its fun
for us, but not very pleasant for the anxious parolees.
I got'my Pirst haircut in camp here and also pakd for a haircut for the

first time since 1adst Bebruary. Ihe barber is from L. A. and he ahs been cutting

hair for 38 years, since he was 14 years old. Heg has built a platform and a
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chair on the shady side of his house with his barber's license tacked up on

F

the wall. He wears shorfs. Mr, Fujii does a good job, very professional for
two bits. And he does not ask too many questionss=ondy about two a minute,
which is pretty good for a Japanese. T don't lknow how sanitary it-is; he

dobs the head with a sponge dipped in a bucket of water, but I was not too

particular under the circumstances.

It felt good to have all that excess hair eut off; my sun helmet was

boo blg afterwards nstead ing hold the hair down, he

put soap on my head., After i- : . supposed to hold,my hair

‘nplace, he says. I didn't have to soap my head tomight.

- \

Mr, Fujii has a very prosperous buginess. He cuts about §#3-5 worth of '
hair a day or mor@, No overhead either; electricity is on government. I don't
terprise, we do nedd the haircuts. Mr, Fujii charges
aucasian workers 35¢ the j ays that thev can afford it with
their 87%¢ an hour wages for fi) g in the dite!l (They get the haircuts
on government time) ; u is a Christien and he always préys before and
afkter meals. He S.Quld thenk Uncle Sem not God for his foode.
There are a nwpber of barbers in camp, but none have such a classy setup
A lot of them don't change anything, while others give hairc
free. No barber service has been set up yet.
Tom needs a scalping badly, but he absclutely fefused to have his hair
He sgys: "I don't want a-Japanese haircut. Nobody but Fop knows how
" He is loyal to Pop

toe cut my hair and T am

going to wait until he comes.'
and no smount of coaxing, urging, and intimidatio£ could get him in the
barber!s chair.
Last night we saw a car go up the Butte late at night and then switch the
lights off after they got to the top. The current rumor godémg around is that
34

it was a jeep with three soldiers and a Japanese girl in it. Chalk up another

black mark sgainst the Army.
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Bette has joined the ballet classes with Elsie in order to keep in
good physical condition. Emiko and Nancy went over to the library to retudn seme
books. The boyvs at the dire dept. flashed lights on them giving them some ex-
citement., Just like in any American cormunity} Life just seems to go on. Tom
is having & feud with Nancy because she keeps calling him Takeshi. He always
comes back with "Ton¥s the namel" Emiko and Bette went out to catch a kangeroo
mouse for LTom at 11:00, but when they saw two of them out in front, Emiko
started to squeal and she scared-them away! Tom and I went over to the H. S.
building end stole mme of the bookcases. They are moving to block 43 and a lot
is being discarded and left behind. We took it for granted that
want the bookecase anymore. Bob came over then and we must have
made a little noise because our neighbor who controls the main light switch
blinked the lights off a couple of times. Our popularity stock took anotther
dowrmard step. I£ will be a relief to move into another block. I hope that
they won't be so narrow minded. This morning an old Jap had the nerﬁelto come
@oor while the kids were sleeping. I was on my way back from

the washroom so T just said "Well?" He walked away fastl:>

DoloresChas entered the Stanford Lane Hospital to train as a nurse. 5%§ gsent

Emiko a letter today with some very surprising newéﬂomﬁﬂing we did not know a

thing about,if true: "I suppose Jack told you about his scholarship to Drew
. I
University in Madison, New Jersey. <¥ell, before he goes He's hoping to stop

by and see me and ever since T got his speciel delivery letter, I have been

on edge."

b,{;va;c
YV(;7 It surely is neg¥ to us. \lMaybe kﬂwﬂn&s had something to do with it:>}bre
we had planned on him coming to do the carpenter work. I kmow I can't do it.
We have the lumber, but not Jack. ‘hat's tragedy. We are hoping that he will
come here first so that we can see him once more. The urge to go to school again

has not hit me 3et, but I may be straining at the leash in a few more months.
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Septenher 26, 1942--Saturday

The political situation in this cemp is a sort of closed corporation al-
though something is brewing. There is a great cofiflict going on right now

between the Isseil and the Nisei. 1

t is not a recent development but a conhy, in-
v@tioﬁ of the struggle which started after Dec. 7. #11 the Relocation Centers
are having similar troubles. The Tssei are still determined to retain control
over the Japanese group here in America. They were by no means suprressed

in the Assembly camps. The split is wide and there has been little indication
that any compromise will be arrived at. (ﬁ{. Morite says that the Issei are
stubborn and that they do not like young people to tell them what to do. Many
are uneducated and they don't Ymow the meaning of democracy, so that any Issei
that believes in it is thought queerish{>>

¢ \

\“f' - 3 1. Il L3 . -
=f Since we have been in this center the Issei have been particularly active.

i

They have even written petitions to be allowed to hold elective posts‘ifhich is

o

the present policy of the WRA. Fryer set them straight on this point wvery
definitely the other evening. He said that the Community council acts under a
delegation of authority from the project dirctor who is charged with maimbtaining
law and order. Swh authority cannot be passed on to non-citizens although non-
citi,ens may serve on boards appointed by the Counci];j)

For some reason the Nisei leaders have not been openly active in politics
here. Many are just not interested in politics. Then the number of capable
leaders is definitely linited here, more so than in Tanforan. The more capable
persons are going into other fields such as }ﬁucation, hogpitel and other -
administrative postiions. In other words, the limited available talent is
spread thin over many fields. Becuase the political situation is so touchy
many Nisei just don't want to get involved in it. But there have been a few
that have been active. Ry some reason the Temporary Community Couneil here has

been very ineffective. Frank said that they were golimg to disband today and

hold another election.




Charles Kikuchi
G-26-42

The Issei have tried to contol the situation througuf the election of the
block representatives. There is a definite faction that have tried to run thé
whole thing. The elections in th p have been slow; Camp 1 has already got

their council orgenized. Our permanent one will not be elected until the whole

i A . : P gy
amp is filled. (The group of Isselwho are making the most noise base their |prolss!
P E L

skeamsest on the point that the eliminat jon of the Issei is not truly democratié. ,

These men are not the true pre-evecuatiéns leaders, the leaders were all sent
to internment camp. Most of the Issei now gettting so emotional about the whole
thing were formerly small businesmen and f*rerquj>>

A strong rumor is that Isséi will try to control the politieal picture

by intimidating the Nisei and getting th lisei i fi that will be their

stooges. They want to get their Nisei pawns in if they can't have the offices

=

themselves. There has been some talk that this noisy group of Issei have even
threatened to kill those that stand in their way. This may not be true, but it
ijs en indication of their better feelings. Mr., Frederick, the chief,of the

}@rdens has heard similar rumors and he is now deeking out the ringleaders. If

proven true, they will be yanked right out of "this camp and-sent €6 another

I don't think that the politieal body will be very effective here anyway.
paper it has a definite functien in the life of the camp, but actually it
will be very limitede It can only make minor decisions and the more important
ones will have to come through the administration. If these present bickerings

keep up the community goverrnment will be a colossal fizzle. It gives every
indication of turning out this way now. The only value it will have will be
prestige for those elected. How the Japs lové to worship somebody that is above
them! heJ bow dovn to one just because he may be a little better off in
position., (sreaklng of bowing, it just came to mind that I haven't seen many
bowing ceremony

instances of all thqd/the Japanese greet each other witha

<£P is tbo bad that there is not more of a sophisticated intellectual

e -\J“ (A

group in this camp.) As I view it, the Block mg&eﬂ will be looked upon as the
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hey are not supposed to engage in politics. But the people

leaders, even though t
are not gong to gquibble and draw a distinchti on between administretive and executive
problems. They will go to the ones who they think can give them results. .And
many of the block leaders are Issel.
The sdministrative staff here is still in a state of great flux. An
1inistrative staff meeting was held yesterday and a tentative plan of organ-
advanced. The plan is to sét up two autonomous camp, if possible.
he Project Director, Aggistant Director, Comminity Serviece head, Housing
and Employment officer will supervise the entire program. Other departments
will have separate units with the caucasians heads to work together to
correlate the worke. <Che departments have also been shuffled around. There
have been many complaints about @aba, present head of the community activities.
He will be shifted up to be the assistant to the Comm ‘unity Sefvioce Director,

P

which is actually a promdtiones The C. S. Division will be the most importent

one in the camp as it includes many of the divisions that have actual contact

with the people. Bob says that Yeaton has been given the coﬁmunity

directorship for both camp, but he looked very unhappy about it yesterday. Today

he told the staff and he said that he was tired of housing anyway becsuse he

sat around here a third of the time, sat around the other camp a third of the

time, and loafed the rest of the time. His secretary quit on him and he gave

gbove story to a new applicant to impress her with what an easy job it was.
Anyway, it makes me sigh with relief. I don't believe I could stand

working under him. He is a queerish fellow and he has a bad habif of placing
his hands on a male person. But this is not the thue reason. I haven't too
much respect for the man. He dilly dallies around and throws promises all

over the place and then talks himself out of it while the housing staff takes
a beating. And he hasn't done much to push the opening of blocks 39 and 40.

Passing the buck seems to be one 6f the favorite games of the heads of de-

partments around heree.
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partments around heres
Bob could have the job of head of community welfare in the Community S
department C for campl, but he does not accept it since he is too close to

his Phd. anthropology. There is more future in his chosen field. Landword

efinitely will be given Comminity welfare for this camp so that T will no

doubt to transfered over there shortly.

This project can't really get going tntil the administrative staff is settled.

The center has been opendd since July 22 and it still is in the indefinite stages.

There is some rumor going around the administrative staff that Hoffman has beem

pulled in from the Indians Service by Fryer to be groomed for the postion of

Project Director. Then maybe, Henderson will be moved up to Community Service

He was promised the postion by Smith, but Fryer had other ideas. Politics?

Also there ia a rumor that Fryer has made a flop as Regional Director of the WRA
that he is being groomed to take over a project direcctorship, possihilihy
Manzanar. ~this will mean quite a demotion as the salary 68 Regional Director

is $8,000 and Project Director gets 26,500, The salary is not important

just so they get men in here with an understanding of the problems involved.

Maybe it will not be a good thing to get too many of the T dian Service men
g = N n

in here since v o not Endians on a reservation nd the approach will hawve

Fryer used to be the Beneral Superihtendent of the Navajo Indian Reservation.
He was responsible for the welfare of 50,000 Navajos, which is the longest
single group of aboriginals in this country. The land of the Najoyos covered
16 million acres in Arizona, New Mexico and Utah.

Fryer grayup around this section of the country. He was born in Mesa

in the next county. Born in 3801 he was a veberan of the World War at 18.

After finishing H. S. and the U. of W. Forestry School in 1929, he entered govt.
service,in the dept. of Agriculture, the Soil Conservation Service, Forest

service ard the Indian service.
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The whole setup for the administration is very tentative and thers is a
chance that there will be further shifting around in order to eliminate
of the duplication and overlapping of services. In this way, it won't be
buck" along to another department. The important thing
as far as I amuconcerned is that they are not going to split up soecial welfare.
The chart on the next place is how I see thé present setup, but there are
many points that are not straight in my mind yet>:>
Now that Landwerd is here I can push the Social Welfare once more. Butch
and Helen got their work classification today. I em rated as professional with
rating at $1900 while Helen and Butch only get $16.00
workers. They should give everybody the same wages. ! : he girls
got $19.00 rating as secretaries and they can't even take 90 in shorthand or
50 words a minute. <There is no rhyme or reason to the things. Not thﬁTthe_?3.5O

difference is imp®; it's the prineipal and prestige.

&

<€£ss Green has subscribed to the Family and Survey magazine for me. And the

Family Welfare Association is ¢ r to send me their sample face sheet froms for the

£ LA Y

recording of eases. Wedl if things wor] rizht we may get a regular Publie
elfare agency established here, althoughthe nature of many of the cases will
be different. But the Issel psychology will be something to overcome. IThey
don't like young people to give them any advice. More news on my classmates.
Edith Alercut(y) is in Idaho in chi}d welfare work. Walt Bosher is going into
enroute to Maryland to study tropical disease at the Naval

Talked most of the evening with HidoriS;;o. She is a recent graduate of
Chapman college down south L. A, and she has also studied at a music conservatory
in Ohio. Her major is religious education. Here she is going to be a 6th grade
teacher. She says that there are over 1,000 pupils expected for the high school

and only three English teachers from the 7th to the 12th grade. She is quite

discouraged about that because too many of the Nisei are now mizing their English

with Japanese terms and some of the Nisei have serious speech defects that need
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that need corrections. She doew not see how the three teachers can do an adequate
job with so many students. Elementry schodl will start the 5th and the H, S. én
the 8th.
Midori has grown up mostly under caucasian guidance. She doesn't know too
many of the Nisei group. The woman who was responsibls for her educati-n sort of brought
her up and gave her many advantages in life. Midorj is firmy econvinced that this is
all a great mistake,
There was an Issei at her place and he also had an Americanized attitude. I
found out that he had been working for 20 years for a wealthy family in New Yorlk.
Every winter, this faﬁily came to Pasadena. It so happened that this Issei got frozen
there so he was evacuated to Tulare, He has been down to the office several times
,

to see what can be done. His old employer is willing to give him his job back and

ja

anteing employment for this Issei.

Ry

to send a letter to the
tte and Elsie are getting g 10usly Emiko and Nancy have more or
arted to pal aroand., Bette is a little jealous of her friends and she
want Emiko to meet any of Elsie's friends before she does.

Fen said that they needed an artist and receptionist to show the cauesasian
visitors around and point dbut the interesting departments and key leaders in camp.
I thought Emiko could do it tho she is till young. Ken says bring her in.

Went out to the camouflaging net project.. They got the framework up for a big
building no. There is 2 lot of new luhlber out there but the guards watch it like
hornets, and we are not supposed to enter the grounds there, Anyway Tom and I got
away with a couple of bookcases. Tom is sanding them off and fixing it up a little.
I saw a letter today from the U. S. Dept. of Justice in Los Angelos which
n

gsays: These aliens will not be required to make reports to this office as long as

they remain in the "elocation Project, howdver it would be appreciated if you

would advise this office when one of the paroled aliems leaves your custody so
that we may arrange for a sponser and parole office at the aliens destination."

I don't know how official this is, but, if true, we won't have to bother with

the parolses at all.
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Cotton picking is coming along smoothly. The fellowsin the showers say that
it is hard work, but they are getting used to it. A lot of them pick well over
100 1lbs. a day; one fellow got close to 200 lbs. today. The incentive for competition
is the §23.80 prize given by the owqﬁer to the person who pieks the most for the day.
Once a person wins the prize he is not eligible again. The fellows have a good chance

to meke money as well as to do something for the war effort,.

<£fnest Iwasaki has wstablished a Red Cross Chapter in this camp. The chapkér

is submitting an application to the State headquarters. Ernest says that much of
their work will be in meking material for préoduction--knitting, sewing, making
stretchers, bandages ete. He also plans a system of disaster relief to work with

our police, fire and school departments. It will also take charge of sending Red

Cross messages to Japan from the residents here,

Septemher 27, 1942-Sunday

<:gt got a 1little chilly for the first time last night. Had to put a blanket

on. Today it was warm again. I took 1t easy and laid around and read until 11330,
Tom went to breakfast and brought some pancakes and syrup back and then he went back
to sleep until almost noon. °undny is a good day to loaf around in taking it eqsy;i}

Bette and Emiko have finally taken an interest in things. lhey went to
church this morning with Elsie. She is one 6£ the “unday school teachers for the
little kids. <€Ley listened to Rev. Susu=-Mogo give a sermon on "No sign" but they
don't remember what it was ahout:>tuite a few #&oung people go to church, but
the biggest orowd go to the Buddhist Church.

Grace Hogiges is the Director of Religious activities for this camp and it is hef
job to try and coordinate the actlivities of the various groups, but the Buddhist and
Xions more or less go their own way. The Catholie group here is very small, Helen
is quite active in the Christianity Church, but she sgys that it is very difficuls
to get the various denominations to get together. There is only one Protestant

Church here, but the various denominational leaders fight for their little flocks

instead of for the whole Protestant Church. They have gotten togebher to organize a
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Ch;istian quoir.

Wﬁﬁ' The Buddhist young people are fairly well orgenized-a hangover from the

Tulare organization. They elected a temporary council to formulate the activities
for the young Buddhists. (Dr. John Koyama is the General Chairman and Jim Nakegawa
is the general secretary. Besides the%) they have program chairman, musie chaf¥man,

poster chairman, welfare chairman, publicity chakiman, survey chairman, aedvisors, etc.

on one of those Bon Odori celebrations now-a Japanesy custom

in our block have all been filled ig@lnd yesterday the scrapyﬁr

came along to smooth it all off. Today the hot water was turned on for the first
tire, but most everyone prefers cold showers. It will be good for the women since
they have been doing their laGndry in the cold water. ‘he laundry wooms are almost
ready nNow. <i? don't have too much laundry yet because we still have not opened
up that hig bundle which contains our sheets. We have been expecting the rest of
the family to come at which time we will move. Consequently, we have only unpacked
what has been abdolutely necessary and most of the boxes are still nailed up. It
is almost a month now since we left Tanforan. How time does flyl

The food around here has inmproved again. Today they served us pork, mashed
potatoes, salad, carrots, rice, peaches and bread and butter. It was quite tasty.

m
They served us with redishes grown on the farms here. <§£ took 22 days to grow the

crop§>T%33hn11 manners are prebtty crude in our messhall. It may be that there are

more rural people. "hatever the reason, all these old men come in with hats on

and they have the longest boarding house reach. Never a word is ppoken and we

feel self conscious when we talk naturally as people do not believe in eating and
tadlking. We are almost invariably the last ones out of the messhall, refusing to be
hurried by the waitresses that want to finish up so that they can eat.<{ At Tanforan
the messhall workers always ate before the rest of the people. There has been
argument pro and con on whether the national family groups shoudd be allowed to

eat together or should the people be directed to any opening as they do now. It
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would not be a difficult matter to let families eat tongether-if they came to the
messhall together. But the waitress(almost half Issei) don't have Yéry pleasant

personalities, and thl'pout or get nasty if a person wants to sit with his family
and refuses to be herded into any open spot.

70 acres of land has been set aside in field 66 so that the residents of this
camp can make community gardens or raise vegetables as a hobby. The farm divisions
will furnish all equipment. The move to beautify this camp has been given stimulus
by the Rec. Dept. enmouncment to hold a contest &n each camp to determine the most
artistic gardens and the blocks surpassing all others in beauty and cleanliness.
Cash awards and banners will be given. They should also give prized for the best
home mede furniture-many homes have professional equipment.

I spoke to soon about the food. This evening they gave us Japanese food
and it was very unpalatable. Emi and Bette did not eat anything and *om and 1
just had some soup. We could not eat that fish cooked in sho-yu sauﬁe. The o014
people seemed to enjoy the meal,

Since today is Miyako's birthiay we celebrated for her with a little party.

We opened the box of canned ffod and we feasted on veal loaf and pabset'e cheese
sandwiches, crackers and grapelade, noodle soup, string beans and grape cool aid.
Then we reminesced a little mbout past birthday parties. Tﬁis is the first time

I have attended one in which the guest of honor was not present, Tom has completed
a neat looking doll house for Miyako's present with miniature hangers which he

has carved out. Emiko put the red nail polish on them and put curtains on the
dollhouse, We are all hoping that the family will get here soon so that we can

get settled. The weather will be just aboyt right by the time they come and for

the next eight months we are supposed to have an ideal edimate. I hope so anywat;>>

Bob and Landword were over earlier in the evening. Bob brought up the
Sunday papers. ~‘he N. Y. Sunday NWew in it Rotogravure section hed a few pictures
of the Mardi Gras festival held at Tanforan entitled: "Interned--the American "ay."

It inferred that wef were aliens and that we should be grateful for the camp:"Let's
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hope U. S. citizens in Japan are treated half as well." Back east, they must still

have the idea that we are all non-citi,ens and prisoners of war., A lot of public

education is necessary to make them redlize that 3/4 of us are Americaniftoo.

Landword has asked for my transfer to his department where he will take charge
of all welfare. Now we can really get going. Mr. Miura has already been around
to talk to him, but Landward let him know that he was in charge of the department
and not Miura. We briefly discussed some possible staff members. Landwowd says
that T am to be his right hand man. I hope that I can live up to some of his
;xpectatjnns. Landward is a Harvard man and he really kmows his stuff. He will get
@ﬂ lot done probably, once we get an efficiént opganigation going. He is aware of
some of the internal problems here, expecially the conflict between the Issei-Kibei-
and Nisel so that he may have workers in his department to deal with these problems.

Bob had to go to the rescue of some Japa“ese cotton pickérg yesterday. A
cotton grower hired 14 pickers to stay at his place about 50 miles from hsre. On the

let them stop at a one horse town where the residents sti}l wear guns. /hen

they discovered that "Japa" were in tovm half of the town went on an emgtional binge
and they were going to string thém up. The sheriff, Bob and a few others had to
hold back the posse with drawn guns until the thing was ironed out. What a contra-
dictory mess! On the one hand they are begging the evacuees to come ané their cotton
crops and vhen the residents do go, there is an excited move to string them up
practically. If news of this leaks out in camp, as it is bound to, it will not
help out the further recriutment of cotton pickers eny. The Arizoniens in these hick

- - i By 3 » = ) i
towns are probdbly uneducated dopes who consider themselves as tough hombres. They

must have seen too many western movies or read too many of those comio books.

Harry Miyake did not have a very peaceful weekend. He is on the War Labor
Board trying to work out somé satisfactory adjustments on this cotton picking business.

This morning he told me ebout some of the problems which they had to discuss over the
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The problem of getting enough pickers to go out looms &s the most important
right now. There are 4000 workers on the payroll in the two camps here now. =t
present less than 250 sre going but to pick cotton. In a week or so, about 3000
pupils will be in schéol for the new term. From 2 rough estimate made, it will

be impossible to send out from one to three thousand pickers that Huso of the Employ-

! 5

ment officd promised the cotton grcwers;/:>

Saturday night a vindictive comment was made over the Arizona radio that this camp
aps was sabotaging the war and cotton picking effort because only 172 workérs
out of 11,000 would volunteer for picking. But this statement is a little distopoted.
It doe%ﬁot consider the fact that we have to exclude the school children women and
aged from the able bodied workers list. This would mean roughly over half of our
total population.,
Harry figures that we can e r y 500 at the most. We have a greater
ged than a normal fmertcan community due to the

m

of this group. JThe age gap is wide between the everage
In between there is not such a large number and it is from
group that the grestest source of labor is usually supplied.
concerned ebout raising the wage level. Some 6£ the
workers feel that they should be compensated for the three hours lost in commuting
The average picking for cotton was around 100 pounds a day. At 3¢ a

pound, the wages would then be slightly better than 30¢ per hour. The caucasien
and other migeatory workere are now passing right through this state to go to
California where the wares run from 50¢ to 65¢ per hour in the agricultural aréas.::>
N\éigj with this most acute labor shortare, the growers are now tending to hiame the
Japanese since, they expected at least 5;000 pickers from here and so far they ha?e
. been able to recruit less than one-temth of this number.

Z{;nother element enters into this problem. The Labor Board feel that if prices

are raised to five cents per pound, the pgople in camp will make a rush for cotton.
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This is good for the "war effort" but better for private gain, but it will also terd to
put back the development of this community for several months.

Granted that the number on the payroll is too high, we still have to face the fact
that short time labor like cotton is not a soumd ecomomical basis for our community.
There are less than 400 families now working on the various farm projects around fere.
‘he rest of the 4000 on the payroll are excess in that they are comnected chiefly wi
services. In order to get more cotton pickers, tbié group will have to be cut to the
bone. But this means that little work can be done towards community develﬁpmont;;:>

An additional complication that looms is the most &mportant in the minds of

\
the leaders and overheard among some of the workers is that 28 half of the workers
go to pick cotton and half stay behind to work for the community, it would not be fair
to those that stayed. They would be working for $16.00 = month and the resudt of
their efforts would go back into the community. The cotton pickers would pocket
ell of their individual profits. Now there is some talk about this project planting
1500 acres to cotton. What happens next year? Those that pick cotton on the
project will get only #16.00 a month; while those that go out will get five or six
times as much. We can never get community self sufficien on this basis. How can
we have a cooperative community when one-half of the workers make individmal profits?
Those that make private profits, share in the results of community development without

contributing to its growth. There is bound to be incressing resentment over this,.

An indicatim of this is the number of young fellows who mre now losing interest in

the work here, saying that they might as well go out and make some money.(:gim has

already quit the newspaper, snd a few fellow in the housing department have also signed
up. Mr. Morita says that he has tal?od to a lot of the Issei and they are still
suspicious of being expléited, but they plan to go out later on when they get
more used to khe héut.

The cotton pickers should be allowed to keep their pryfits. It is hard work
and they earn it. The wage standard in this state is low and they don't make a

fortune as it is, although it is much larger than the cash advances given here.
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Some 8f the workers say that they would be willing to give any raise in the cotton
picking to the community fund. They would be satisfied Just to meke the owners pay

1 4
i

more so that they won't try to exploit them, like Mexican labor. One fellow said to me ;

"Hell, they get 40f a pound for their cotton this year as compared to 20¢ lesst year,
s . 3 i ™ a 5

but they =re only raising the wages ¢ cents per pound. What do they think we are?

or enything like that because they would say we were acting under orders

But these growers are patriotic if they can make a profit. ‘hey said

a chence to be loyal. Like hell, they are} uhey figure that

§ & good chance to use coolie labor. A few months ago they were howling for our
scalps. I'm not so naive as to swallow all that balomey they dish out; T just want
to make a 1ittle money so that I can go to shhool."
The question of private profits versus community cooperation, all depends
upon how long we stay in this relocation center. If it is for the duratien only, the
people should be allowed to make money for the post war resettlement period. If it

is on a permanent basis, more efforts should be put into the cooperabive community

improvement. The arguments of the Labor Board seems to be from the latter basis
not redlize it. But they should monsider one important factor:that
is a failure, and our full efforts have not been put into it,
us will be great regardless of whether we are innocent or
This point should be the most important ome to bear in mind. If those
workers should take a sudden notion to go on a strike for higher wages, the
consequences would be horrible, and it would not be done to sabotage or anything
like that. The workers don't think in that way. They feel that cotton picking is
hard work and they want to be paid accordingly. Loyalty does not enter the picture
if it means huge profits for the growers without the worker bharing in it. Ihey
would not be any ie;s loyal than these migratory workers who are going on to California
for higher wages.
A minor labor problem which I witnessed this morning wes the scene which occurred

between Yamometo end Koro and Mr., H.(cauesian) new man in charge of the maintenance.,
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Yomamoto and Joro have been going around from bloek to block on an emergency basis
doing all the minor plumbing work. bf):fﬂ.{-a‘hcad_y that did not like them said that they

-
H
L

loafed all of the time., Mr. H., without giving them a hearing bluntly told them that
they were fired and practically accused them of a lot of breakage.

So when I saw them they were going after “r. H, with fire in their eyes and
a wrench in their hands. I followed them out of curiosity just to see what would
happen. I never heard such profanity in all my lifel They cussed the hell out of
Ur. H, and he juet stood there and took it without saying anything. The wrenches
may have had something to do with it. The two plumbers were so mad that they were
shaking, and their faces were white as sheets. Mr. H. calmed them off and told
them that he would investipgate the changes more in detail and if they were innocent,
he would give them a chance to get a job as a plumber on a permanent basis. He said
that he was issuing a call for 60 plumbers for this camp so that the work eould be
divided evenly. The trouble probably started because there were so many calls
for the two that they could not be in more than one place at a time.

The laundry room épened today so Bette and Emiko did all the wash. This
evening they went to some frolic for girls with Elsie and Nancy. On the way they
stopped over to see a bunch of girls and they stayed there most of the evening. Mr.

VMorita came over to get Elsie and while he was waiting we talked. Mr. Morita has

been doing missionary work among the Issei. He says that most of the Issei people

in his bloek are pro Japan, but they don't know what they are talking about, They

haven't the slightest idea what Fisciéﬁ:means. Mr. Morite attacks the problém by
bringing their children into it. He points out the hard time that the Nisei had when
they went to Japan and how the parents should consider their future first..He says

that the man next door used to be very pro Japan, but after several talks with him

he is beginning to‘see things more clearly. Now he even talks to Mr, Morita in the
mornings, wheneas before he never used to talk to him. Mr. Morita believes that he

had an inferiority complex and resented him because he(Morita) had a college education.

But they get en well now., Mr,. Morita is also working on several other Iddei in his
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T had a slight difference of opinion with Butch and Helen this morning. Lhey
think that a social worker is one who knows the most people. They do not think
that there is any training necessary for it. Of course I said theme was since
like to uphold the status of the sociel worker. rhey took the other view because
they cnnsidof themselves as social workers, without the necessity of any formal
training.

1 went up to see Landwqrd after lunch to discuss the social welfare program
which waf are going to stnrt.<:fiura caught me just before he got there. He was
worried that he rot on the wrong side of Landword because he was practically told to
mind his ovwn business. Miura wanted me %o be sure and explain to Landweord that he
had no intentions of telling him what to do as he did not wish to take an active

role in the Social Welfare program here.

. \"‘-‘é"f_ My, Landword doesn't Ymow much about social welfare so he 1s leaving it up to

me to make the face sheet up for the case records. I will work there in the after-
noons and at the housing headquarters in the morning until my transfer is made.

I rushed home to locate my social case work forms, but no lueck. Tom and
T went thhough three of the unopened boxes, but I could not find the material I
wantede I know I had it as I brought all my stuff from U. C. alonge Guess I will
have to make a form up from memory. Wg will try several out until we find one that is
suitable.

Mr., Landward's title is chief of Community Welfare. Ken agked me to get a story
for the paper for him so I intePviewed him. He was formerly with the Farm Security
Administration (3 months) and that ie about the limit of his actual work experience.
He was born in Amstérdam, Holland in 1914 but at the age of six months he was brought
to Salt Lake City where he has lived most of his life. He went to the Us. of Utah and
Brigham Young University (graduate work). Winning a scholarship to Harvard he went

there for two years '40 and '41 where he got his M. A. degree in Sociology. He only

has to write a thesis for his PhD. In between his education he was sent to Holland for
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a couple of years by the Mormons to spread the word,

Community Welfare section is now set by, these will be three main
divisions to its Joe Omachi will handle legal aid; Tioﬁ%?/gasurcnce matters
and Social Welfare will take care of student relocation, moving, funerals,
personal and family problems, transfers, repatriation, relief and run Housing
mdﬁustmen+5:<ipandwnrd will divide his time between the two gamps until another
person i

The "Office" is nothing to speak ofe. We have one desk, a typewriter,

a mess hall table for another desk, a homemade bench and a file box with
L 3

nothing muoh in it as vet i ‘ the whole recreation hall t
£ ]

to ourselves now
moved out. The place is very dirty--hasn't

g while a blast of wind blows in and the

papers scatter all over the flo%E}) The chief problems handled right now are

insurence matters and student relocation. We haeve stopped teking applications
to join relatives from Assembly Centérs to Relocation camps, although we do
make out many requests to join relatives between centers. At housing head-
gquarters, we take care of applications for outside employment and housing re-
commendations.

The Japanese have a different conception of the family unit than the
Americanse The Japanese family ineludes all relatiwes that marry into it. 1In
many of the requests that have been made to transfer families, they include all
the in-laws--these have all been turned down. The WRA will now only rejoin

families that were living together prior to evacuation. The Isséi heads of
families whose requests have been +turned down feel that the government has gone
back on its promise and betrayed its trust.

I made the preliminary arrangements for a marriage today. A young 27

year old Nisei wants to get married immediately. He has already been living with

his girl and he wants to legalize ite. They will come in +tomorrow and arrange




Kikuchi

Marriage is a very easy process here. No Wasserman tests or three
day waiting , They are behind the times in this state, A clerk has been
authorized to issue marriage licenses and perform the ceremony if they want a
civil marriage. <He is in camp ones They don't ever

is a regular "A" barracks out near
by themselves for two
another couple,
and Alice wrote and Pepni and Bette got a lot of other letters from
their friends at Utah., Jack got a #4 arship plus £165 traveling ex-
penses to zo to Drew University and he will g0 as seon as the Student Reloecation

Alice is still dilly-dallying around about to

s not received word to come here from the WRA., They

L

scheduled to leas ‘anforar October 10 so that I hope they can rush the

Ll

thing through. It wi not be ible to get pullman accomodations for 00D «

<:£?. Thomas sent Alice $20.,00 to get a pullman )rivately;>>

!

Tanforan is pretty well emptied out now. An army regiment will be stationed
there after all the Japs are cleared out. Our mail from Jack comes addressed

[CRS)

"Gila Involuntary Concentration Camp for Japs and Americans."

& =1

Tanforan Involuntary Concentration Camp for
Japs and Americans

Stable 10, # stall 5

San Bruno, Cglifornia

September 25, 1942

Dear Tom, Bette, Emiko and Chas:
-]

Received your letter today and am glad to hear that you are all well and
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still kicking, It's too bad you haven't seen any scorpions yet. They are such
cute 1little thingse. Someone sent one here and it's up on the bulletin board
Incidentally, the latest rumor here at camp is that Koji Urabe

died from a scorpion bite and all the Isseis are guite worried. Of course this
is just a rumor but just try and tell anyone that,

Pop went to the show for the first time and he enjoyed. Tonight he
went to the talent showe. It was the last talent show, and turned out guite well,
Yuri Ashima sang and maede a hit as usuale. I sang too--no, not a la Dick Todd
either

Henry Fujii has been practically living with us since his family

L

left this morning bound for Iowa. The Iwanagas left last Monday and
been rather lonesome, Setsuko, the original pumpkin, left too as Mr. and lrs.
Turtle also lef ‘ Then Mike palled around with He. Fujii, but now that he too
is gone, she is not playing with Fumi Thara. Alice, Yuri, and Mike have been
making fun of my underwear because they're full of holes. They call me polka
dote Yuri laughed so much because of Alice's embarrassing remarks. I wasn't
here because I went to take a shower, but they were still laughing when I came
back Alice mustﬁhavé”;olﬂ that I increased the nitrogen quantity of the

eand that was responsible for the holese I think Yuri laughed so

mbarrassment, underwear must be unmentionables from where she comes

from and are not topic for discussion and riducule. I refuse to throw them out
because they're aif conditioned now and may come in handy in Arizona. By the
way, I may not see Arizona because .I just received word that the Student Re-
location Council will get me a release as soon as Washington D. C. approves

of the school. Drew University has awarded me a $400 tuition scholarship and

today the Financial Committee is letting me have an additional 165 for trawel-

ing expenses and misecellaneous. So I will get along quite well especially

after I get some sort of a jobs Drew University is in Madison, New Jersey, and
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is just across the river from New York, If everything goes smoothly I'11l be
there a bit late but back in schools It has already started, Septe 21, but
if my order comes through this week I can still make it. T wasn't expecting

to go to school until after Relocation, but I think I should teke this opportun-

ity. After all Alice is still dilly-dallying around and claims that she didn't

put in a request for leaving because she knew that I was leaving. But this
true because she hﬁd intended to wait even before I ever expected to
continue schodl., Sincerthere is not much need for both of us to stay, don't
think I am doing right by going at this time? 1If you believe otherwise and
not fair to leave the rest holding the bag, let me know and I might
Everything is all packed. W, have plenty of boxes and ready to
send out as soon as we receive our notice except for a few last minute things.
I even have a large table that I converted into a box so all you need do is
pull out the 2x2 inside &nd nail them back on. But be sure that the number
on the legs correspond with the number on the cornmers. With the other large
Y

boards, I made boxes out of theme I had to do this because they are getting

retty striet now on anyone taking lumber. Fven home made furniture is rejected,

}

=

However, we will have plenty of lumber from the boxes because I put most of
them into boxes.

Now that almost half the people have left around
Yuri has moved in with us as Alice may have told you and
resembling a.tomb oo much because she laughs at all our puns. Since there
are so few people around here, we have only one shift at Mess Hall and we cet
plenty to eat. Even a quart of milk at each table plus the milk in the pitcher.,
They always have seconds, and we eat like respectable pigs. On top of that,
we've been having eats every night without fail. Té make a regular habit of it

and naturally Henry is here too, and does he eat--almost as much as you, Chase.
J 3 ’

I too am expanding around the equatorial region of my anatomy. Pretty soon we'll
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look like twins, Chase How about that? Zenichi has left, so now we've been
¥

working on Jerry.  He'm a waiter, but free to wander throurh the supplies.

£

Besides there's no shortage now. When Jerry isn't around, we work on Shigeko--

her father is the cook. Speaking of Shigeko reminds me that her brother Tad

\
hit the jack pot again today. Nps not that kind they have in Reno, but in the

Mess Fall, He left his plate hanging over the f the table and when. he
vent to stab at the meat, just like someone stabbed you Tom, and the next mom-
ent he found his dinner on his lap. He did . thing yesterday at dinner

times Today he was so embarrassed, he just ran home and Shigeko had to clean

I gave Alice ne good news told her that from now on until we
I would get pops food everyday from the Diet Kitchen. Was she happye
still have Al Griffin

wre
J'r_'u.

will starve
ept Nohuo. identally, did you know that
Margarite s¥ill thinks that Nohuo is Henri Takahashi,.
We probably won't be leaving until Oct. 3rd--that is as far as we kmow,.
L

Even that is indefinite. But then Tanforan will be practically

for a few stragglers and firemens. After we leave, the southern

Army regiment

from the south are moving in.

Camp is getting pretty quiet now since everyone has left except for about

ss 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, and 2 have closed down so everyone is
main mess. Mess 7, fortunately, will stay open for another

weeks Mess 2 should have stayed open, but they couldn't get enough volunteer
workers, so they closed.

Patsy got a permanent before she left, and looks quite becoming. Alice
Suyehiro did the jobe Which reminds me, we helped the Iwanagas with their
hand luggage when they left and when they reached the laundry, sure enough they

forgot something--naturally it was the keys for thédr luggage. Mike went back
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and looked for them, but couldn't

nd naturally (pat, pat on the back) I spotted

v

own little eagle eyese Well I rushed back to the laundry, but
everyone is inside getting instructions. (Mr. Iwanage was a oar captain,)

the problem of how to get aroses Well, T found an old tag on the grour

put it on my levi jacket. But still T didn't think I%d quite make it because

o

1

everyone else was dressed up, and here I was in my dungarees. Suddenly the
memories of our debut into the Nippon Club came to my mind so I reached out and
grabbed the first bundle of blankets an old man was carrying." Thats okay,
that's okay," he sayss But I™m stubborn and I said "I'11 carry it in for you."™
Agein he says, "no, no; it's light, so it's all right."™ Still I insisted, "I

haven't anything to carry so ¥I'1l carry it in for you." "Thanks very much but

I can manage all right.™ Well I didn't argue further, I just took the bundle

and yenked it from his armse. Ye looked so surprised and followed me meekly

into the yard. Well I stayed inside the laundry once I got in and talked with
=]

everyohe I knews Yuri Tecried and crieds Before she left she played her vio-
lin for pop. When I came out @ the laundry, and climbed the fence the guard
on the look out sure looked at me suspiciouslys. I think they are planning to

build furniture, shelves, closets, etc. in the Relocation centers,

Striéetly confidential:

Did Alice tell you about her latest illness? It seems that she had some-
thing simidar to internal piless At any rate Doc Jarvis sent here some medicine
in tubes like tooth past tubes with a long nozzle on it. As usual Doc Jarvis
does things in a big way, and sent a dozen tubes. But I don't think Alice has

the nerve to use theme She'd probably faint. Hal Hal Con't you picture how

she'd look, besides she's ticklish. How vulgarl What a coincidence, the radio
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laying "bend down, Sister."

Flash! ! }—--.latest report from Utahe The e¢ldimen in Utah signed g

5

petition and sent it to the center manager complaining about the early break-

faste They request that they only get two meals a day, those who wear false
teeth and leave them in a glass of water overnight, It gets so cold that in
the morning the water is frogen with the teeth in, then consequently they don't
eat until the teeth thaw out.

You'll see the clothes when we get theme. The men's stuff are okay. It

see why the order mounted up. 4 Jjackets=--pretty good ones for
pairs of work shoes, mine incidentally being the best quality=-
Chas, even you hay seeds came, but
to wear them three weeks in Arizona,

I forgot who the Mardi Gras queen was. Alice will give you details, I

won a free pass entitling a. couple to each at any Mess Hall with the compliments

L1

of Mess 1l. Yuri and I went to Ib;s 10 the following Sundsy and had a chicken
dinner. You didn't know that did you--now on Sunday nights they have chicken
either crémmed or in mixed rices The mixed rice is called Fu-eye--indo--

its literal meaning try and locate the chicken.

I was stood up last Saturday nights dance. T was going to take June
latsuda, but the Diet Kitchen had a party so she pobably forgots Yuri had a
date with someone, but evidently he couldn't find 10-5 or else the girls ther
didn't tell him where Yuri was. Anyway when I went by the Social Hall, I didn't
see Yuri, so I had a hunch she was stood up too, so I came here, and when I
knocked on the door she almost Jumped in my armse Wg since we were in the same
fix, we went together. Sad cases, eh what? Yosh was over when I got home and
since Alice wanted to read, she suggested he walk back with Yuri and I since

we were going his way. But he didn't get the hint as usual and he said, "No,

that's okay; It11 stay and keep Alice companye. I'm not much company, but
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n T, &

stay a little while longer. 7lell I don't know the rest because

2 Report of meeting held Septemt . 742, in Dining Hall 64, Camp 2

There were present delegates from most of the oceupied Blocks of

male) ¥r, Smith, Mr., Embrez, Mr. Yeaton, and Mrs. Smith.
Hikida as Interpreter.

Jt 4

in response to an invitation to Mr. Smith to meet with

order to discuss many of the blesm of the Communitye.
appreciated the opportunity of th the people
and would 1is best larify th ints they had rais in their
He spoke of the letter he had received
guestions about Gila Rive ere
He did not go into
sbout the progress of comstrmetion as he hoped it would be possible to
prevent the movement of Tulare mople here until greater pogress in construction
hed been made. said it was regrettable that he had been unable to prevent
such movement. He stated that now we want to teke thought to make the condi-
tions of living as good as they can be under the circumstances.

1 o

been glad to receive the list of questions f

rom @gmp
Some of these could be answered favorably and some note. However, this

a7

list of gquestions and this meeting would make a good precedent. FHe hopes to
receive more questions and | further meetings as this Community will be run
on democratic principles. Free speech and the right to petition are an im-

portant part of the democratic systeme. (Mr. Smith suggested that the people

listening outside the building be invited in.)

Mr. Smith suggested that he redd:the questions raised in the petition and

L
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swer theme.

That further evacuation from Tulare
Center

\ssembly Center to
such time as normal facilities are

Relocation

ctually avail-
Normal facilities ]1 be interpreted

sufficient flor purpose ting human

proper light 910“01 ”vatcry

2y gn " ironing, and a

are unavailable and
then in that event improvi

incoming evacuees, and that

proviéded for those evacuees who are already

without bath or lavatory facilities or without
pective room,

Answers MNr. Smith sc¢ he A ad planned the movement of

Center and not rent that movement.

desi completed before people are moved
too, should have liked
possible., TI rlock
there was no water,
open w ts

to provide a

uestion

be provided

cilitate travel to an n toilet and bathroom
ny cases of evacuees and C dren falling into
been reported because

ith said he had asked the contractor
flares on the open ditches. Mr. Smith said that it was necessary in the case
I J
€0

of emergency gas and water lines to leave the ditches open so that the main

lines could be put in and connections made. If the dite

hes were filled now it
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ilities system." Ultimately,

ipossible nowe Power now comes

ore,

say when these

no ) 2 XCa)] m the 1in road,

arnie ) A - < 112 o ~ e d de » P - s 4o
yould give this matter his personal atte tomorrow,

contractor to put them out and he thought they had been put out.

ter piping system be laid as soon as possible for purpose of
i [ - b 2 -~ v - ) - s o

evacuees to sprinkle water on dusty

¥ everyone has seen the

ressuree

the necessary

between 1

1 = & -
whole area,

ass bet

That tables and 3

chairs and closets be provided each family in this

o

ch
have built themselves but there are many who are not
or have no tools with.which to build.

those who cannot ms
difficult to
some more lumber
and even more diffi-
cult to get nails We have © 1 g tooks so each block manager

o L1 n

can have a v in his office for the use of his block, e may have to
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to relrease some tools for Uhit 2, There are probably
here who have brought tools and will help others to make the necessar)
Most people have their own furniture in storag As soon as our own warehouses
we hope we can send for this furniture. Then each householder
tl

1ings to use."

each barrach be soreened with peoper wire netting
lies, mosquitoes, moths and other insects.

Answer: Nre. Smith said it
have been fighting for screens
Halls and Hospitals are screened,
k available for
this screening.
Hospital, anc ; ne know ve
wire screening for apartments Screening i 3 searce
to obtaln todaye It can be secured 3 the most important uses."

my

That the laundry and ironing dep'te. each block be hastily prepared
and be made ready for instant uses

Answers N Smith spoke of the need for patience i ogard to the completion of

the laundry and ironing rooms. He said that there 11 nothot water in

.

most blocks in Unit 1, "It has been found necessary to turn off the water

where they were completed. The water pipes have to be welded and to

the water must be turned off If the boiler is going when the waber

| o

is turned of'f, there great danger off scalding anyone who might be in the
laundry atrines and there is great dange: the boilers burning out."
He said we should e ilee have things perfect but things are not perfect.

We must wait until the contractor can finish the job."™ You people are not to

blame, the staf : t to blame., There is nothing you or I can do save make

thingse We must do without luxuries. U}timﬂtely, we shall have

them but not tomorrow or next weel."
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Mres Smith said tonight tI o at least two bloeks without water and

lighte "This is unfortunate but facilities are available in the next block.

You wil 1eed patience 1 a few days but it will not be long before these

Question III: CANTEEN OR COMMUNITY STORE:

Store should be opened for business
een be owned, opemated and financed by ea

on a non-ppofit basisg.

Shelley, manager of Community Enterprises,

open for business

outlined
& Cooperative store at

This will be operated in

R B iy e ey e LSt et (R S & At :
that ;7 any profits w benefit the whole community. It may be that out of the

such a manner

will be agsary to y the evacuees who work in

vorkers in the community. After the running

of the profitsy what remains will go to t!

the community.

Shelley who is bonded. Th poceeds of the

ilable to the cooperative

are now in dire

‘oper clothing and wearing
s0 goap for laundry and other
J

rposess That these needy
such necessari
=Y.

Ainswer: *e Smith said e he 1.1

. ha d from a Folioy Meeting in San

Francisco where agsistance was given serious attentione.

a3

olicy was formulated there, it 1s now I oted, and we should have

he final draft in a few days. briefly of the contents

po }.j C:a' .

"In the case of needy families no member of which is employed, there

i - wwhich wi ke it posaible
will be made an aldowance s 't which will make it posaible for
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with no means of support to obtain necessities." Me., Smith
would be surprised to learn that there had not been a first free iss:
rates 1f there had been an issue of soap and the answer was

issued so far., 1 Smith said he would check

t in this Center, in Uni
3 neaed 11rvreeand Y . |
is most urgent. That al

t 2, to super-
steps be taken
have talked with people in Unit 1, you have
learned what an asctive program is now under way theree. For many days the peopls
were very crowded in Unit 1, and many activities depending on the use of Recre-
had to stop, as the Recreation Halls were needed for housing. Ygu
have not yet had to do thise I hope you will not have to, but she
must come before recreation." He said he was ire the pople would
find Mr,. Gaba ready to help in every way possible to get recreation activities
Question VI: EBUCATION

That an educational department be created for proper education of evacuee's

drene
Angwer: | Smith said this question made him laugh when
great amount of thought and work that had already been devoted to the subject
of education by the staff. "The majority of the te-chers is already hired and
hoped that school will start October le We have no school buildings but
have grown used to improvising and doing the best we cane It will be a matter
of using dwelling houses for schoolse. It is hopd that we will have some slack
in the housing situation so that there will be a good numbef of buildings not

used for dwellings, which can be used for sdhools. By Octover &, there

should be available a number of buildings for schools so that we will not have
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crowd the children. 1s one reason why many of you have been moved and

nry =i "
cime to move again to another

L= AL =D
as warned you
4= 15 -

the schools.

school in UVit 1, two el

Question VII:

b

ere would be

Recereation Hallse. [l1timately, the War Relocation Authority will make

ilable materials and labor for the :ruction of =

place of

a p worshipe Materials and labor
tA can contribute. How the poblem of

cen be solved we do not




group would have enough for a building.
places for worships. In these times when building mater-
to secure, it would be impossible for the Goverment to pro-
uilding for every religious group heree This problem
remaing tc¢ worked out."

Question VIII HOSPITAL

That all necessary steps be taken to provide hogpital facilities
2« That present facilities are wholly inadequate, if not dangerous, t
well-being of the evacuees

in
+¥

ne

o]

B
val i

Smith said, "You heve seen the hospi

building and will accommodate many

10=bed infirmary

you came
a hospital than you now
gements with
need, we should be able to use their fa They have at Sacaton, a
newly completed hospital which is of the best in all the Southwest, so
there is no ieed worry about the present lack of hospitals in Unit &,
is concerned about finishing the hospital, beththe contractor and
States Engineering Department, at the earliest possible time. Parts
f two blocks will havé to be made available for medical personnel, and
possible the remainder of those blocks may have to be used to care for the sick
if we should have an emergency and need more beds than we have."
Question IX TRAWSPG: TATION
That trensportstion be provided evacuees in Unit 2 for the purpose of
travel to and from Unit 1 as often as are negessary for purpose of enabliag

them to make purchases in Canteen of No. 1 Unit
n

Answer: Mr, Smith said, "What I have already said about the establishment of

a store in this Unit 2 by Tuesday of next week should answer this question.
We all reali ze how secarce are rubber cars and trucks. Then it is npossible
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to get from one place to another without using ears, we are going to have to

is no prospect of our getting more tires or cars we

now so we must use carefully what we have, People who must go from one Unit

n

to anothe such as the sick will be transported. Tt will not be possible

furnish transportation for the able bodied who can walk,"

Question X: QUALIFICATIO OR ELECTIVE POSITION
Al e b

It was unanimously agreed at said convention then non-citizens

same prividege as citizens to held elective pov*fionn in this
f the 1w4—01dlawnu by reason of t long residence in Amerieca
ssimilated American ideals and would long have befﬂ American citizens
10t been for Congressional Aet barrin hem the right b& obtain 8it
permitted to hold elective positions in the same man

\ 2

\armony and coordination wou ( > achieved.,

Mre Smith said he could n give as favorable answer to this que

to

stion

eople would like. "It is not a matt vhi asts with me. Tt rest

Relocation Author

res to see the non-citizens particiy

Community Government to the extent of boting (sometﬁiﬁs non=-gitize:

sidences) the holding of elective
s not possible for non-citizens Those who
know that they have elected blocl councilse. They are

nominating and electing a representative from each block to the Temporary

Community Council whose function wi 501} Then the entire number

evacuees are here there wi 2 elecged members of a permanent Community Couneil

be not only adwisory ¢ legislative andregulatory., T

permanent Community Council will be a representative body made up of perso
r

1

each bloock who will within limits make all laws and ordinances of

tajde ant 1-|.‘;" ity

of

'he

ns

the

Community. In case of major orimes there will be outside au wority. Within

there will be very great freedom in handling the government

laily life of the peoples I believe that by now

and
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discussed health e«

M s =

g SRR T =
a few months, we

stables.

ad in

o

future to meet with thi: d: ss mattors of interests Meebing was adjourned.
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Barrack 10-Apt

Tanforan Assemnb

crowd up closel

recel

or transportation and costse.

Ichiyasu is also

gones Tommy Hoshi-
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11 should work

important to

af'f,

bad

per will be more

Administration, because they

more responsibidity for her.

to Arizona, I am not going to

one, and then it will be hard for

thing unforeseen happens to our plans, I will

-~

trying to get out of camp gs quickly as possibl

me to break away.

go on with my present plan

won't

a chance

to
there will be for
Some -

)
TOT K

O
"-.Olu‘('_),

the people w

that to'work on

f'un

will be much more exact,

away, because
Unless some-

£

(o

2, and wil endeavor to get to
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ity bl ot
your worx To

evacuees, but
FPuddy escorts us down to A.izona, the

to the effect that you kids said you had a lo

you kidded, and he was a good sport about it,

awfully mad and cranky, but that you knew he was just kidding. Then

11 swell mup, and he will be nice to us clear to Arizona. I under-
and that the Pullman beds are supposed to be for two people, so If Mom
gets one, that's all we need, in case Pop doesn't get ones I'm sure they will

o~

get along all right, for they are all double ones.




Charles Kikuchi Insert (3) 4
9-28-42

-

Marguerite sends her undiluted love to you Chase She is almost thru with
her sweater, and has a new permanent, so all that has to happen nowwill be for
her family to go on first, and she will be entirely normal, But I think they
together, possible on the first, and that will be the last time
a long time, ! 'ts along pretty well with Yuri now, and there
is hardly any work at all for theme All they hawe to do now is to clean up the
offices The Tote staff (the big crooks) all walked off with a ream of paper,
50 T grabbed my share of one pack, and you may have it when I reach there, Jimmy
also walked off with one ream of Onion skin that belonged to Jack, and Jack
is mad, because all Jimmy said was "Oh, was that your paper, well, it's all
packed upe." And didn't even offer to send it to him or anything. Just ex-
pected Jack to relinquish claims just because it was packed away.
ss I have to close how, we are having a little informal office
presented us with a wallet apiece from Mr. Kelly, Mr., Merz
There were 14 of us all together, and Mary from upstairs, makes
15 so I thought it was pretty nice of them to make that gesture.,
Received a card from Alex from Salt Lake, en route to his new home , He

™ using his

was a car captain, and reports that there was only "one vomit case
wordse He says "Just stopped at Portola, 30 miles from Nevada border, for our

first rest period. Took a route from Sgn Jose, Wiles Canyon, Oroville, a

A \
Feather River Routes Lots of stops, back track, forward and backwards, sudden

-

and so forthe Got two boxes of oranges and 7 box of lemons per care Oply
one vomit case out of 47 peoples Sleepless night for all of use lots of
tunnels. Alex."
Well, Chas, guess I'd better call it for a day, and send this right

eway so that our letters won't be crossing once more.

Everyone is fine, except that Miyako is a little lonely. ¥he wangs Yurl
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I was talking to the Firestone man who comes out here about once a week
sand he claims thet he receives about 8 orders & visit for air coolefs from
this camp He is from Mesa a little town a few miles from here. There has

air oonditioners because the word has gone
and by next summer it will be impossible
The price ranges from $75 to $450 but the favorite model
It is just about the right size to fit the barracks windows
giving sales talks on why this

don't suppose that we will

guards near the cam
so much lumber ha
enter this area." One i I'was talking today says
er this a tealing, only borrowing.
did not furnish - ) with any lumber that they
)

make furniture. When they leave it will all be left behind

lumber has no system to it.

ch day. The ones that are there with their

crude carts get most of it t is a long hike from where we live. I want
to get so e pine wood to make a few pieces of furniture now that Jack
may not come., The closets won't be so hot. TI'1l probdbly saw all the boards
crObPed.

Near Rec, 65 there is a different sort of Japanese lantern. Some of the
people made them with stone and put them outdoors, but this one is made out
of two by four pieces of wood. They are cut into not siz and the lantern
rost is made by placing them to top of each other into a definite desigh.

There is not & single nail in this piece of work. I asked the Isseli man

what he would do if it wereynocked down. He shrugged his shoulders,
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saying "1'11 just put it together again.,'

for the best gardens, etec. all of the people with improvements

-

are competing to se® who will win the prirze.

i

down started a cactus garden today end I noticed

enlarging their gardens. The

b e
person

it will lanel him as the

avor he is going into town tomorrow to get = doller's

aid for use.

We have been drinking a

Rob and Landword were over this evening and we had some, besides

with cheese and jam. Bob and John held Tom down and cut off his

For a change our neighbors did not blink off the lights

ghits.

Bob has signed ur observations

snme

had me explain ¢ are working on.

Hikido were both connected with the Japanese Association

returned from an internment camp. They will

provide Rob with a lot of mater] they Imow the
L v

funny rumor is now sweeping the camp with comieal results

aro the wooden boards were shower rooms. Frem some

Z put in the

the word went around that snakes under

and scorpions hid

there was s danger of getting bitten.

to remove them for the safety of the peoples OSo now they

many of the showerooms. In our nlock, a delegation of Issei men

to the bloek manager and he agreed to remove them. They are now

entrance of our meeshall. In

have been removed also.

Today was not too warm and a nice breeze blew through the ca

the day.

or

unknown

these bomrds

Vow that prizes have been announded
1 the outside

The family about

one or two

who wins first prize will

best rardener

+h
vile

worth of cool=-

lot of this drink because it is so cheap.

crackers

mustache.

for him and

~3

¥r. Okuno

of: Sl

and
ane able to
group well,

A few days
source,

and that

he Tssei chiefly raised a protest

are coming out from

and women went

used at the

gseveral of the other blocks I noticed that they

mp
e

most of

I quess the couple I took over to camp 1 to get = marrisge license
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thought it was springtime. Mrs.

to have a Justice of the Peace or in

they can get married. As soon a

v111 be authorized to designate somebody

alpo the minister ab

Japanese

The fellow 's hand

shy
3

S0

application that he sort’ of butched it

[ o
= e

riends ¥o know so they had me drop ° (e

are going to try and fix a8 honeymoon ¢

There is some furniture sent in here by the

L

we are going to try and get a few pieces for the

and

investigate the three fami

house wes very crowded.

heir beds all crowded toze

rOOMe of blankets have been put up as priitic

for baggage that a1l ‘'of the grips are up on the ceil

and friend Kumono(family f¥iend) occupy the other half

.
Fuyimoto requested a separate room so that his

va.s

et¢ially for the 19 year old girl who Ve

the conversation, it comes out that

0ld boy on the other side was peeking on her.

living

=

Fumono

1
is

in Japa

These families have been living in this crowdec

i

-
The Pugimotos did not now the Neigi's before, coming I

di acted very nice

o

building up resentlment although they

gi bor got worried when he saw me talking

The Ne

he called me aside and asked that I

T could say anything he burst

here

he thought

and they did

with Mis. Negi on the basis that she should be

talk with him in private in the car.

Page T78

Huso issues the license and Lsndword will

here during the next

s the community couneil

in camp as a Justice

le erform the

shook so much whe
up.

i

several

ottege for them in

hotel in

Empire 1) S.

an A

apartment
Mr. Puyimoto,

bher on one

There was no room

NS »

ing. son(23)

of the room.

family could have some

ry attractive. During

that the 23 year

not approve of 1&7{.

true te her husband

;ion since August

ere and they have been

w0

+o0 each other.

.
to the Fuyimotos so

Before

4 y L3 -
out that the Fuyimotos were telling lies.
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said that as far as his family were concerned he was not complaining,
because he realized that certain ha: 1ip d to be put up with and he was
willing to undergo them. He was not sware before teday that Mr. ‘ﬁjimotu rezent-
ed them and he wondered whynhe had not discussed the situation with his
femily before going to request a change. The Negi family went to
and it is up to the Pujimotos to make their decision.
to move over to camp 2. As the present time they are greatly overcrowded in
carp 1 and 500 will be moving over here soon. ‘he Negi family have built
a lot of shelves and they do not wikh to do a lot of rebuilding They think
that they can get another couple to move in with them. The boy said that Mr,

Kumono used to help him on his farm and he was a good frienc

each other in Japan. MNr, fumono came into camp re

.
I recommended a separate apartment for the Fuyimotos but I don't

they will find the room over there.
and Butch came over to see Landward today. Afterwards Lan
that they were toomuch under Mr. Miura's influence and some
sociel work meeded to be chenged a little. They do not believe in
working alone on a case or 1 : any décisions went over the same thing
with them this morning. le specialls; a little dogmatic in her views
sociel work based on 3 months ex?erience_at Tulare. Ti pt mentioning

Tulare so much that Landword told them to forget all about Tulare and start

from the point of view of this camp I submitted a Reco

case history to be kept on. The barest of identifying L s to be put on
the mimeographerd form and the rest of the entries will be le ip to the case
workers. We had quite a discussion on how the entries hould be mede-topical or
chronological form. For the beginning records it was thought best that-a
chronological record woull be kept. We will also continue to make housing

recommendations, For the time being “lelen and Butch are to stay down at

housin 8. ters until sufficient c 2VE We will get them if we
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have to go round up ourselves. If we don't ge

functions will be alrn useless. I am keeping busy

soon we will be swamp So far social work is fun,
those complicat
no more cot

teking more ap

- Fa
plea {

their spare time.
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all over the nlace. A is : English Soeial problems

too active yet. haven't heard much about
1igh school will start on lMonday. Classes

from 8:30 to 4:30 with There is no'program for the out

sgusted and he is washing his hands of the whole

N

. T N
understand why he wants

the employment

today. The argument arose over what to put in.for the name. Tom

"

put in Tom and no middle name and Emiko” wanted to put in "Takeshi" as the middle

figuring out when they first started school.

for credits for the
and then moved with the res f the P \t Tanforan she went to
shhool twn weeks without any =T he w S : the principal, to give
for the semester. therwi G . ) a whole jear of
wants to get out of hig hool at the same time as her classmates.
three of them went to the dentist today. ®miko has an abscess

of her fr tee he dentist nd that Bette = 1ad a small abscess in

il

her upper T . and the two teeth are dead. FHe will try to remove theﬁ inflection




Charles Kikuechi Page T84
g-30-42

v

Bette also needs her front teeth strairhtened.

1

couple of fillings and his téeth should be straightened
Wait until Miyako
Mrs. Sugiyama and
some of the other dentists 1ly recently ished schooling, There are 15
but only two home made chairs, without adequate
seem to have a lot of teeth trouble. It is probably
a lot of these rural people eat. MNMaybe that is
buck teeth; i as noticeeble among the Nisei.
reach a climax pretty soon.
loaf t iome. We were going to leave the full

loaf, but that waitress came running up and sn¢ 18 vawey from the table. She

has a very

other waitresses

he poked at it so hard that he killed it.

ple
vegetable plot when we move.

» wants to listen to redio plays and Emiko wents to

=

the Orchestras fihe and Bette usually outvote him so he had to change

tions slyly and then get them interested in them.
Shizue from Camp #1 sent me the figures which the ag. dept. has compiled
on the age groups of the two camps. according to them, The males outnumber the
These figures

females aii uown tne tine-in greater proportion 1n thne oluer ages.

would definiteiy dispeil the pDe'iel among Tue Japmiese Thet remales oustnumver

the maies three to ome. iue ration is fairiy even in the nisei group; but there

are many more issei males than females here even in spite of the fact tnat many
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of them have been interned. ‘he figures follow:

Population Chart for Gila
Camp # 1 Camp # 2

Infant to 5 years M-220 M-258
F-209 F=243

6-15 years M-452 M-654
F-432 F=558

16 year olds M-78 M-84
P-84 F-86

17 year olds M-81 M-88
F-74 F-101

18 year olds M-76 M-112
F=-81 F=100

19-40 years M-826 M-1134
F-810 F-1084

41-60 years M=-E55 M-776
F=-516 F=630

61 years and up M-374 M-335
F- 50 F=- T1

Total 5072 6314

Progress in my sooial welfare work is coming along slowly and it still is
in the process of organization. We are trying to push the administration into
provinding the bridal suite with some good furniture so that the newly weds can
have a week or so of privaey.

Helen and Butch are making most of the recommendati-ns for housing adjust-
ments, while I go out and do the investigation for both this camp and camp 1.
Am going up to Rec. 65 in the afternoons to take care of some of the other
problems that Landword wants me to take care of. n‘ is a very understanding
person to work with. He is only over here a couple of hours in the afternoon
8o that I am signing $he recommendations with my name under his typed. Otherwise,

it takes too long to go over everything with him.
A lot

Joe Omoghi and Miura are fairly busy with their insurance ocases.
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of the residents have unpaid policles and they come in wondering what can be

done with them. Landword handles with chiefly the transfer and student relecation
application and I am taking the applications for outside employment. About

110 applied for repatriation, but the number of new applications have been
dropping off.110 people out of our 11,000 total population is not too muche.

We have also received our first relief application§, Lmniword made the

home call on one case and I did the other.»The relief procedure is nottoo Reores
yet. Every employed person will be entitled to a monthly clothing allowance
of $3.50. 4An unemployment compensation program will be set up for periods of
unemployment but we went have much of that sinoce the growing season iis year
round. Clothing issues in the form of scoript will be given to the unemployables
and other needy. No set sum has been announced.

& Yr, and Nrg, Semtaneil. Treet Ehe Turlosk Cakter wenk elothing for their
boy(10) and girl(9). School will begin very shortly and the mother is anxious that
they are presentable. The family did not receive any clothing allowance at Turlock
so that they have not bought any clothing since last May. Ihg husband is
now working on one of the farm units, but he has received no paycheck to date,
Alllthey'want are three dresses, slip and socks for the girl and socks for the boy.
¥rS, T. is not the grasping type of woman and she merely requested the clothing
because it was immediately necessary. The Turlock Center only received an allot-
ment of ¥1000 for clothinz for the whole camp so that most of the families did
not receive any bagic clothing.

A more complicated case that I had today had to do with housing adjustment.

This case illustrates how the buck is passed. Frank asked Yeatbn about
getting separate wuarters. Yeaton referred the case to Hemderson. Henderson
passed it on to Landword, who gave the case to me. I took it back to Frank,

eompleting the ecirelel Frank does not wizh to take the responsibility for

any exceptions as he and Harry are taking a beating now from the sfmall families

who blame them for the present housing conditions. So the Soec. Wel. Dept. will
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make the recommendations and try to get a Doctor's permit. Then Frank says
that it will be "ok" as he still will be sticking to his poliey.

Tt was a case of a paralytic old man who had to perform bathroom functions
in the apartment where another woman and her nephew lived. I went out there
a little doubkful about whether I could meke myself understand., and to my
jmmense relief found that Mr.s K. could speak perfect English.

Mr. Koyoma, 70, suffered a brain hemorrage five years ago and one side
of his body is paraiyzed. The hospital here refuses him as a patient. He
is very shabby, can hobble about a little with the aid of a cane. fHe 1ived
in Santa Monioa for 45 years and was quite an influendial person. He was
an official in the Japanese Association. DMrs. K. showed me letters of
recommendation written by the Mayer, Chember of Commerce and service olubs
written for them at the time he visited Japan in 1935, Mrs. K. (59) was
also well known. She was a graduate of the Women's collage in Tokyo, Illinois
State College, and she also did graduate work at Stanford. She is independently
well off finanoially. Formany years she was the general secretary of the Oakland
and L, A. Japanese Y. W. C. A. and active as a sooial worker for the Protestant
church for 30 years. In addition she was a real estate broker. Now they are
the "forgotten people" and the fall from the former position of prominénce hag

been a little hard to take.

My,s K. stated that her husnand was getting very absent minded and he

would get up and wander around the room in the middle of the night. Onoce

he almost got in bed with Yrg, Otoi by mistake. He cannot go to the latmine
so that the chamber has to be used in his room and it is very embarrassing. A
13ttls curtain surrounds his bed but there is nof privacy. JMrs. K. takes him
to the women's latnéno and with the aid of two women friends she zives him a
shower. One woman stands outside to keep the other demales out. The most
distasteful feature is that Mr. K. often steps outside the door to empty his

bowels. Their apt. is near the warehouse distriot so that not too many people
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Mrs. Otoi is an old family friendShigh toned end not used to this life.”
Her husband is now intermed in a camp ix_x Louisiana as he was a prominent leader
of the Japanese Association. She doesn't complain about the situation but Mrs.
K. oan see that she does not like it. Fryer has promised lumber for partitions
but this is not likely with lumber so scarce. The only alternatives is te
move the Otoi's out to some other apt. with another couple and then get a
dootor's permit for the Koyoma's to live alone. This is the only case like
this in camp so that this exception willhave to be made(with a doctor's permit)
Tomorrow I will go see My.g. Otoi to explain that there is nothing persomal in
moving her out, but that it would be the best arrangement for bothd-parties.
The nephew does not care sinee he will be working in the Ad. building and
he has a girl friend who lives near bye.

Tne cotton stopping rumor was false. It was dated wrong. Téday about

265 pickers went out. The reason Poston is not sending any out is that they

are sending the workers to sugar beets instead of cottone. h

/
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The sun didn't come up until almost 7:00, but it started to get warm early.

Page 645

We were all too tired to do much except just sit and try to get some rest. We did
not have any dimmer last night so that we still had a coupls of dollars each left
over for food allowance. Emiko, Bette, Tom and I decided to eat a real large break=-
fast to make up. Fuddy marched us all down and told us to order ham and eggs. But
we sat at the last table and we ordered the best item on the menu-$1.25 lamb chops.
The othere finished breakfast before we even got our orders and when Fuddy found
out what our order was, he got all excited. "What's the idea? Didn't I tell you

to order ham and eggs.ete, etc." We said that we certainly had the right to

order what we wanted to within our limit. "Fuddy" acted like a hurt little boy

and he stalked back to his seat and told us to hurry back because the train was

due in Casa Grande soon.

I've never been in such a dirty train before. There were papers and other
trash littered all over the cars. The atmosphere was stale and the place reeked of
body odor. There were lots of soldiers in the many cars we passed through and also
a large number of Negroes. Nobody paid any attention to us, except same glances of

idle curiosity.

iiéom was a bit peeved because he lost his pearl handled knife. He had handed
\\'\

it to Bette last night and it had fallen through a hole in her voat. Tom wanted
to look for it before going to breakfast but we made him come with us. And after
we came back the proter had already swept up and it was gone. Tom moped around
all mornin%;;;>

Our train was long behind schedude and we did not arrive in Casa Grande,
Arizona until 10:30, We saw nothing of interest in the desert except a lot of
cactus and some buzzards ciraﬂling over something dead. We got out with a sigh of
relief to hit the blazing sun. Bob Spencer was there to pick us up with the Army
truck driver boy Felipe, the Indian. Bob suggested that we get a sun helmet, so
we walked across the street into a drygoods-store, The natives of the town
all crowded around the doorway to stare ak us. None of the Japanese have been

allowed to go to any of the stores yet so that we were the first ones that they
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got a close view of. I bought a-sun helmet, while the girls got nice big Mexican
straw hats for 92¢(they would have cost over $2.00 in S. F. Emiko says). Emiko
also got a blouse and some other trinkets.

Fuddy was getting a little impatient so we hurried back to the Army truck and
we were off for the oamp.<:gelipe had to stop a couple of times because he was having
a little trouble with the moto€;> Bob took us through camp #1 and we had a choice of
staying there or in camp #2, 2Bob thought that camp #2, although very incomplete,
offered the best poséibilities so we elected that one. Camp #1 is about 15 miles
from the railroad station and # 2 about 3% miles farther down. Camp #1 has about
6500 people and a lot of them-will}gventually be moved down here. <This camp will

g
have 10,000 people when completed. ]Our camp is definitely incomplete and we ran
head on into the acute housing problem as soon as we got here.

The Army has been shoving people in here so fast that it has been an impossib-
ility for the people in the administration to get all the new arrivals decently housed.
We got here just before 500 people from Tulare, and 500 a day will continue to
come in until Saturday.

What a time we had getting a place. All of us were exhausted from the

rugged trip and the heat on top of that made things almost unendurable. They told

us that we would have to double upSé}th another couple.. Naturally we did not like

that. Earl and Mimi wanted to beAseparated from his mother and sister. There was
some conflicet as to where she should go. The mother finally lost her temper, and
said that she knew that she was not wanted and that she should never have come to this
terrible heat hole. Mimi and Earl's sister also clashed. Mimi wanted the girl to
explain to her mother that they wanted privacy since she was pregnant and in order
to have 2 better all around feeling, it was better that they lived in separate places.
The sister got nasty and told Mimi to explain herself since she knew just as much
Japanese as she did. Mimi got a little hysterical and she started to cry because
we had overheard them airing all of their family problems. Jean ¥;%asaki came up

and invited Earl and Mimi to stay in her place while the mother and sister went in

with some other relative or friends. So their housing problem was easily solived.
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After the place gets a little better organized they will move into a couple's apart-
ment, which are still incomplete. They left us to find our place after we all took
a cursory medical examination. This consisted of a doctor merely looking at our
throats.
‘\é¥l0ur problems them started. We were supposed to move in with a young Nisei oouple,
but they insisted that the place was reserved for the block manager and his wife.
This block manager claimed that the room already had been assigned to him and he
was only doing the house managers work until they put in another person. We had
to go back and forth on those hot dusty roads about five times, but there was so
much confusion that they could not straighten the matter out. The young couple didn't
want us and I certainly do not blame her for that. But she got a little excited
and acted as if it were our fault. Emiko and Bette took a dislike to her instantly,
It was apparent that Doris, the girl making the housing assignments was taking care
of all her friends. She had some of the places saved and was juggling around with
the placements so that they would not have to move in with strangers. Then the
block leaders have added to the confusion. They promised to save a lot of the units
for relatives, etc.,but no records of it were made at the- -housing center. And when
the people haeard that 5 @r 6 was the minimum to a room because of incomplete
buildings, they went ebout on their own getting relatives or friends to move in.
Thus when people like our family were assigned a room, the place was already taken
and the occupants got extremely angry if anybody else was told to move in.

The next place we went to there were some old Issei in the place. "0ld
Frog voice" raised great objections to anybody moving into his domain. Already
a couple of single Issei had been asked in. The old lady in there was one of those
rural Japjanese types-very crude and rude. She sat there on the bench with her
breasts hanging out and Bob was a little embarrassed. I didn't want to take Emi

and Bette into such a place anyway so we went backe. The next place was another

Issei couple. They were loudly playing Japanese records. Emi, Bette and Tom

refused to move in with "those kind of Japs", The people there already had some-

body coming in anyway.
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‘Wb were getting hotter and tired from this trying experience. Emi and Bette

. were near the breaking point. Our nerves were getting a little touchy and it was
all I could do to keeprthem from blowing off. Tom and Emi did clash. Emi wanted
fom to go see if our baggage had arrived, but he said that he was too tired and
then they started to argue until I stopped them. Anyway, from 11;00 to 4:00 we went
to eleven different places to find a room, and ﬁere unsuccessful, Ihe Housing Head

(ecaueasian) finally broke down and assigned us a new unit, but he said that

A
another couple would have to move in with us. This was the best that we could 4 and

go we had to accept this situation as best as we could. I tried to get two
medium units for our family, but they would not give us a place because they had no
place to put the people that a e coming in daily. They said that after they actually
arrived here, a place would be assigned.

When we got to 66-9-B, the people next door said that we could not have the place
because it was saved for one of her relatives who is now working in the other mamp.
We got the block leader and he had given her permission to save it, but he told her
that we would only be here a couple of weeks and then move. Some cots were outside,
so we staggered in with them. Bob had to take Felipe back as he had kept him out too
long, but he said that he would come back later.

The kids immediately went to take a shower. The girls showers are not
pgrtitioned and there is no hot water yet. The women's toilets are in one long
line and Emiko says that she gets embarrassed with all those other girls coming
in and staring. .

Emiko and Bette definitely don't like it here and they have made many dis-

Rortgavt remarks about the Japanese "hicks" and physical facilities. Although
they ha;e not said so in words, I can feel that they resent being brought here and
have slightly insinuated that it is my fault. This sort of thing hurts and it is
very difficult to explain the situation to thems They have not fully realized
that conditions in Utah will be just as diffieult, if not worse, for the Tanforan

Group. But at their age, they can only see it from a more lfgzted viewpoint and
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would rather be with the friends that they have madé at Tanforan. In their
letters, they have insinuated that this is a "hell of a hole". I told Emiko that
she was not presenting a fully complete picture and she got a little oross and re-
marked, "Well, I don't care. I hate this old dump." This, of course, is an immediate
reaction and Bette and Emi will be able to make adjustments as soon as they make some
friends around here, which won't be very long. |

I clean#d up the floor and went after matiresses and blankets immediately
and after a lot of red tape, they finally issued them to me without the block leaders
signature. Felipe did ua a niece turn and brought our luggage down to our house

instead of leaving them in that dust up there. I ruined my newly cleaned slacks

from walking around in that dust this afternoon. <<§ey were just cleaned tooi}}

Tom and I hung a couple of the blankets up on the rafters so that when the
couple moves in, they can have the lower third of the roomy, Emi and Bette did not
feel like going to the mess hall, so they laid in bed while Tom and I went after it.
We made our first mistake because we are not supposed to take any food out. But we
did not know that until after.

There is a large new garbage can down there filled with ice water and Tom
has been given the job of running down there to fill the bucket which we drink out
ofs The other bucket is used to wet the clothes in. We all laid on the beds with
the minimum amount of elothing and just sweated. In a few days I suppose we will get
used to it. I swore that I would not go to work for a week, but I probably will get
into action shortly. A lot will depend upon what I am doing. My attitude toward Gila
ia more favorable because I can see more pessibilities in it. The people may be ruder
and coarser and more Japanesy, but a lot of the Nisei certainly won't be any different
from any other group of Nisei.

We just flopped on to the mattress after it got darker and decided to sleep.
But this is not Tanforan, the people are noisy and they stay up late. They put their
radios on ldudly and there is a habel of voices all around our section until the

late hours. The noise did not bother us much as we were all tired. Just before

sleeping, we ate crackers: and cheese. Our blankets and sheets got mislaid bytthe
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)ﬁ;ilroad company, but we did not need them. We justmlept on the uncovered
. mattresses. Toward morning, we used the one army blanket.

I am too tired to even write about the place. It is hot here, but no hotter
than it was up at Marysville last summer where Jack and I were picking peaches.

Bob brought over some Galen B, fruit juice, wheat germs and erackers to prevent
the dysentry, so we have started to take the medicine and use the other things up.
Emi was so relieved to find out that the phonograph records would not melt here.
The choclates we brought are all melted. She asked a girl that and the only answer
was & hearty laugh. The girl said that somsbody had told her that permanents
would all uncurl here and she had taken that inl!

We just talked for a while about the camp here and them went to sleep.
They certainly dislike it now and they are writing to Alice, lNom, ete, to that effect
so that they will come here with a preconceivied dislike of the place. I suppose
that is only natural.

Emiko is already thinking of getting some kind of a job, only she does not
know what she wants to do yet. Jean told her that clerical jobs were scarce, but
Emiko should be able to get something. She wanted to be a mimeographer, but Jean
said that many girls have already applied for these jobs. ‘hen there is art work am
the newspaper that Emiko thinks she wants to do. Some time back, she said something
about doing dental hygiend work. I don't bhink she really knows what she wants

yet. She would like a job where she can meet a lot of people. She could do well

in this type of work since she has the personality to meet people. Bette will g%to

schook, but the high school hasn't even been built yet so that the classes will be
very scattered. In any event classes will not begin for another month and she

ghould be doing something in the meantime. -

September 3, 1942--Thursday

Today was the first full day in camp and I did not do anything. I still don't
¥now what the camp is like. We just laid around and took it easy. Bob was around

a couple of times to see how things were coming. He probably needs our help. After
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one more day, I quess I will go look for a jobe. I haven't met any of the Adminis-
tration people as yet.

We were still tired éo stayed in. Tom kept pestering me about getting lumber.
People have been pouring into camp at the rate of 500 a day. There were only 2500
in camp #2 when we arrived(chiefly the Turlock people) but they have been coming
in at the rate of 500 per day and after Satwﬁiiére should be around 5000 residents.
The capacity is 10,000.

Things are in a terrible state of incompleness. A large part of the buildings

one  dies

are yet to be assembled. There is—dust =md dighes all over the camp and eventually
pipes will be put into them. As yet, we have not hot water. No screens have been
placed on the buildings. Dustl Dustl Dustl ihey have been blasting a hill all day.
T understand that it will be for a dorm or something. Sewerage is quite a.problem
and they have set off a big field to drain the seepage. No canteen has been ppened
yete. Tonight a big meeting of block leaders or something was going on and some person

from the administration was saying that the whole camp would be set up on a coop-

erative baiis and all profits would go to the community{C;? canteen will be opened

up soon in this camp.

The area is immense. There will be over 75 square blocks in this center. To
the east of us, there is a large Butte with a water tower located on top of it.

Near it the Fire Department and a central high school is to be built. There is a

Requ%;{i ebout three blocks from us, an employment office. In the next bloek north
of us there are a lot of warehouses, 3 blocks of them. The temporaryradministration

buildings are also located near us. The hospital is also up that way, but is is not
opened up yet. -

There ere sbout 14 buildings in our bloek. Each building will have four
femilies in them. The Block leaders is located down in building H1 where a special
office hes been built for him. Rec. ﬁﬁldings, mess halls, laundry room and men and
women's latrines are locsted in each block. The piace is in such confusion that it

is difficult to make much sense out of &ke—plaec. In a couple of months things should
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be coming élong much better.

e had a slight dust storm this afternoon. It was a cool breeze but that
dust just clouds up and blackens things up. We had to slam the windows shut to
keep all that dust from coming in.

The people are rapidly improving their houses. Lhe first ones to get here got

-a lot of good lumber and they have built & lot of furniture. Now they have
causcasian guards and a big lighkt on the lumber so that the people do not walk
away with—any.

Emi, Bette, Tom and I went efter some tonight and we got four nice boards
and a two by four. On the second trip, we had to go way down to the scrap lumber
pile. We couldn't find any good pieces at all until Tom found some short pieces
all buried under an old pile. There must have been 500 people going through that
pile out there. The late comers don't get much except the leavings. Some of the
people have made wagons to haul the lumber in. ihey use the ends of the nail
barrells for wheels.

Quite s nuiber of the people in this area have built porches as an addition
to the house. Most of them have made some sort of platform or a bench to set outside
of the apartments. A number of cactus gardens have been planted. One old man
was even making a cement rock garden tongght. I don't know whete he picked up the
cement. Closets, benches, tables, book shelves, etc. are being built for the homes.

Since we will be moving to another unit ﬁhen the rest of the family comes, all

I can do is to build small moveable pieces and collect the lumber. Today Tom and I
made a table with anasbestos top and collected about seven of those small nail barfrels
for chains. I put up one little shelf, but had to stop early because the lady next

door has a little baby.

The girls eleaned the house up and got their clothng out. Tonight Emi pressed

a lot of her clothesas Wé are not supposed to use any electrical appliances, but
e lot of the people have electric fans. We just took it very easy all day long, I

think we still are drinking too much ice water. But that heat! It will take a little
time to get used to it. We drank chocolate and ice tea tonight. It was only around
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100 degrees today and not too bad. Only that sudden thange from the bay area fog
makes it feel much hotter.

We were bothered by a lot of flies today. I tried to get some cheese cloth,
to put over the windows, but Bob did not know whether he could get eny for us or not.
ihe ants also crewl all over the floor this morning so that we have to be careful
gbout leaving food laying around.

<:§ will have to initiste the move to get mom and the rest here tomorrow. Dr.
Thomas sent the messege this mornming. I hate to have them come into this mess right
now. The trip is going to be hard for them and they will have to have sleepers.;:>

Naney tells me that most of the people around here are from Turlock and quite
rural. They have very few college people and the leaders are the do@tors and church
people. The commuhity in this section apparently have had pest business, social,
and professional contacts with one another. Some ¢f the mess hall workers came
intact and politics have something to do about the selections of the block leaders.

The rural element can be seen in 21l of these mothers sitting out @n the
porch breast feeding their babies. Nobody pays any atténtion to them. They seem to
be ruder in their manuvers end our neighbore are a little nosey. A couple of them
walk right in without knocking so we are going to put up a little sign. In Tanforan,

I did not see one baby being breast fed in the open.

September 4, 1942--Friday

We are rapidly getting used to the place now, but the heat is still trying.

<:f;day was not nearly as bad as yeaterday. I did not sleep ao well last night so

I slept a little later. D¥ing the time et Tanforan, I got pretty well run down
doing the newspaper work and I am taking this opportunity te relax a little bit.

T got up sround 7:30 and wrote a long letter to Alice. The mail.only goes out abouy
twice a day here:> So far, I just haven't gotten up any energy to do a single thing.
Bob came over this morning and I discussed with him the job possibilities.

Bob wondered whether I wanted to go into recreational work as they lack trained
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people around here. I told him that I would like to give Eocial work a trial
if I could get into some phase of it that would not mean too much contact work
with the Issei. The employment field is another possibilitg/, but Bob does not
think that it holds too much promise. He suggested that I should give Education
s trial as they are really short on teachers, Schodl will open around October 1.
There is no use in rushing into any kind of work. fhere will be plenty of
places open and I want to be doing something that has a little meaning te it. From
the opinions I have hear{ I gather that this is a very comservative group and pro
Japan.
I mow I don't like their messhall manners. Thay come in all sloppy and sit
down and gobble up their food without saying one word all throughtthe meal. ‘here

seems to be a very large percentage of the Issel group eating at our messhall. Ihey

®ome of

don't even ask for anything-just reach right over your plate and grab it.
the waitresses are Issei women and there is much more Japanese spoken here than in
Tanforan group. Some of the kids seem to mix their Japanese with English, but most

of them speak English fairly well.

<:?‘went over to see Mrs. Smith who is supposed to be in charge of the Social

Welfare Department, but she has moved her offices. Bob wants to take Earl and me

to the Employment office in a day or so for a personal interview. Bob has been

nice getting us things from town and looking after our comfort. Bettef doesn't

geem to take this heat very well. Emiko was nét feeling well today either. She
things that her diarrhea may be coming back. She even thinks that she may be getting
dysentry so she took a big dose of the @alen B stuff todgy. We have been taking the
vile stuff fairly regularly.

No comple has been mofed into our place yet. BEarl and Mimi are staying with six
other friends so I got him to egree to say that he was going to move in with us so
thet they would not shove some strange couple in. I went down to the temporary housing
headquarters to fix it up, but the girl said that I would have to come back in the

morning. She said that most of the apartments in this block have been reserved BnYyWaY.
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So we oan breathe a little sigh of relief. Irwaa down there when some more people
came in from Tulare and they must have suffered. They were driven out here from
Casa Grande in stuffy grayhounds and then they had to wait in the hot sun and breathe
that loose dust while waiting to be registered. Some of those old people looked
pretty much worn out. Ihe girls making the housing assignments are almost physieal
wrecks. Everyone domes in and complaiPs to them if they don't like the house that
they are in;:>

The workmen esre still throgﬁing up the houses. The camp is full of ditches as
yet unfilled. Ihey intend to put gas and water in them. Quite & few negroes working
here. ‘hey have been brought in from Texas. There are also a number ;f Irdian and
Caueasigs workers. I can'trunderstend why they don't use some of the residents in this
building prfgram. They had a sign up for workers today but I did not find out what
it was for. Everything is still very unorganized and starts are being made here
and there. Ihe nurq&?y school and kindergarten wiid be opened next week. Nothing
much can be fully started until all of the people get here. Then they will have to
redistribute some of those jobse

ilom, Bette, and I went to steal some jumber thies evening. Tom was walking
home with a big bundle of slats when-a guard blew the whistle and told him to take
them back! It is getting harder and haerder to get any lumber &t all. We have a
few pleces asccumulated but not enough for all the building that Jack wants to do.
Tom and I built a fairly good book case today; It1s about 5ft. by 3ft. by 1ift.
Already the girls have their eyes on it. They want to use it for a clothes closet.

Tom is fascinated by those long tailed 1izards. He made a noose with some
straws and spent all afternoon trying to capture one. Byt they moved too fast for
him. ‘

Tomorrow Bob will most likely bring our cheeseclothes and we can put them over
the window so that all those bugs don't fly in and bother us when the lights are one

Emi end Bette are out in front talking to the boy mnext door. J'rhwe;y plan to

go to Camp #1 tomorrow to look it over.f>>
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September 5, 1942--Saturday

Last right was real sultry and we could not sleep very well. The flies work
overtime and even buzz around at night. Around 1:00 there was a beautiful electriecal
storm. It was fun looking out of the window. Emiko still is not feeling very well.
Her stomach and her throat botheﬁ£ her., Bette was the only one to go to breakfast
and she brought some things back for us. None of us felt very hungmey so we threw
most of it out.

Now that Emiko is not feeling so well, the kids are more willing to take the
Galen Be We have sort of made a ritual out of it. First we open up dome erackers
to eat after swallowing the stuff and then we use up whatever fruit juice that we have
left. Bought about 10 cans of juices and we have been letting them cool in the pail.

We always manage to get some ice from the messhalls.

<The kids are bored with this place and have heen doing an undue emount of

complaining about the heat and the insects flying aroumd. This morning they were
singing songs about "Tanfevan”. fhey miss their friends very much and thus far, they
have only made a limited mmount of contacts because we don't venture far from the house
on account of the heat. Earl also got sick in the stomach last night so he stayed
in bed today. It's been cool and breezy today. ihis morning it even rained a few
dropse I am almost conditioned to this weather already. It should be nice this
winter.;>

I went down to the housing head quarters this morning #o see if I could get
a place for us when the rest came; but they said that &hey were not making any reser-
vetions for the four people apartments yet. Doris assured me that there would be no
more people put into this block so that we may have this place to ourselves until we
move to & larger place for the whole family. Around 500 more people came iﬁFoday,r
and they did not have enough mattresses here so that they had to haul about 500
mattresses from the War Prisoners Coneemtration camp sbout 266miles from here. Boh
said that he worked until 12:00 o'clock.

Bob and his friend were over at the housing hesdquarters so I asked them about

) i

job possibilities. John has hopes of being connected with the Sogd Work Depka” here
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and he thinks that I would be & "natural," for a job in this capscity. I told him
that I had no flears sbout getting placed, only I wanted to start rirht away doing
something as I felt all rested by now. It seems that I would have no trouble

U L
etting into Reo Eduw Employment or some other line, but I am determined to tr
g : y

out I'otsi.s;.l work. John thought that it was ironical that my lack of knowing Japanese
would make it more difficult for me, since most of the case work would be done
with the Issei. I told him that I could find a place all right once I got started.
I wanted to see Mrs. Smith, the Asgﬁiﬂﬂgnager here about initiating the
transfer for the rest of the family to come here so that Bob gave me a ride down
to camp 1.
}L§§§? (fbe Soc. Work office, Employment office, and housing are all in a little single
men's barracks down ther€j>>wws. Smith is a very nice woman with a human under-
standing of people. She says that they have been very understaffed here and that
she has had only two days off in the past two months. They only have one phone line
out to Sacaton so that it is diffioult to cogpunicate.with the various departments.
Mrs. Smith says that a man will come in next week to take cﬂarge of community
activities. ©“he did not feel that she could do any hiring for him, but she is going
to tell him about me.
The offices for the sdministration are scattered all around the place. Hight
now, camp #1 is the mecca for the people, but later on things will be centralized
in this camp. 'Tha army oontractors have been ﬁelayed in finishing up because their
shipment of materials have been constently delayed. The army is in charge here until

the piace is completed, after which the WRA will take over. Mrs. Smith thinks that

it is a pity to shcd%éll of these people in when adequate provisions have not been

made "but what the army says, goes right now."” he thinis that it is most anfortunate
because the people will get off to a wrong psychological start.

The people have been pretty busyhowever, getting thelir new homes all fixed
up and they have not had much time to brood and feel sorry for themselves, with the

exception of a few perpetual grumblers. A lot of rock and cactus gardens are being
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completed. <§;mp #1 looks much better from a physical standpoint because &ll of

those ditches have been filled in and the roads smoothed off. Bob says that about

$8,000 worth of seeds just ocame in so that they will plant lawns lat;;;> A lot

of the men fish for camgﬁ:along the irrigation canal. They put these fish into
their little rock garden pools. {The road was full of people walking to cmmp #1
to goto the Canteen. Our canteen will not be opened until next aunday. Mrs. Smith
took me into the canteen. It is located in a long narrow barrscks an& behind the
ghelves they have all sorts' of goods, much more complete than at Tanforan. Every-
thing is on a cash basis.

hﬁgg;\_ She also took me out to the 20 cot hogpital. It is a larger building than the
reg;iar barracks. No schools have been built yet. ‘

Mrs. Smith gave me a ride back to our camp. She has an office here also.
Because of the shortage of cars and tires, the administration people have a
difficult time coming back and forth. She stays over there in the mornings and
comes back to this side in the afternoon. Mrs. Smith will send & special letter

" to have mom and the rest transferped because there is so much red tape to the regular
procedu;; and they may get sent to Utah before any action is taken on the applioation..
I'm supposed to send a form to the family, have them sign it and also get Davis'
signature, then they send it back to me, after which I am to take it to the
Administreation here, who will forward it to the main office in S. F. But I forged
the family names in order to save a littie time and Mrs. Smith will have @er husband
send a special letter explaining the situation.

On the way back, Mrs. S. told me of some of the cases which she has handled.
She sent a manic-depressive Japanese women here as cured, but the demands made on
her were so much that she "broke,"so she was transferred beck to the Stockton
State Home, where she is happy to get back inte her old environment. Then they are
going to send a couple feeble minded children in and Mrs. S.doesg not know what to do
with them.yet. She also had a case where a man and a woman were living together.,

L
.he wife came here with the two children and demanded that he come back. But the
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onse settled itself when the vomen transferred with her children to Manzanar. Ihe
husband will get a divorce so that he' can remamry the woman he is now living with.
Leter on she says that there will be public assistance cases for those families
that do not have employable members\\\MTs. S. will find out by Tuesday when the
organigations of the Social Welfare Dept. will start. In the office over here, they
are sipning up Nisei teachers for the schools. It looks as if they will not be
sble to get enough Caucasian teachers so that they widl grab up any Nisei with an A B
and give him a little training through the Arizona U. Extemsion courses. The Arizome
Stete standards will be used, which is not as good or as high as the Calif. are.

Ty3s morning Bette and I cleaned the house. We swept it all out and mopped it

up. Afterwards we sprindled water all over the floor to keep the room cool. Bette

has been resting up all d;g>

Sam Seiki, one of Emi's friends looked her up this afternoon and now they like
this place a little beiter since they kmow somebody. Sam is in camp #1 and he
works in the plumbing department. They have several trucks to run around in. Sam
says that they have a lot of fights with the L. A. bunch. There is a considerable
amount of freedom of movement around here and people are not restricted in going
from camp to camp or to take walks into the foothills. We are surrounded by some
low buttes. A lot of people go walking up to the top of them gvery evening. You
can see them outlined against the skyline, as they walk along. Some of the little
boys have a lot of fun scaring the old ladies by telling them about the huge rattle=-
snakes they killed.

Tom and I brought home a jar of pure blackberry jam and some nice fresh bread
to eat tonight. Our appetitds are picking up again. We have been eating a lot of
cheese and orackers. Our ice supply manages to hold up. Old "Frog voice" the chief
cook is very accomodating. He was the one who yelled so much about us moving in
on him. Ugzh} We have been breathing a little easi&r as no couple has moved in
on us yet. lhe blankets are still hanging on the lower third of the ¥oom to act

as a partition just in case they do. We have most of our lumber piled up tharq;:>>

Lumber is very difficult to obtain. J'hey have guards on the lumber piles and there
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are few good pieces in the sorap heap. I made a bookease out of the good pieces
that we pilfered and tomorrow I will make one of those large platforms to sit
on outside in the evenings. Most of the houses around here have them and you can
see many knots of people on them @uring the cool of the evening., ihey sit around
and talk or play cards. fhe people next door play bridge(the young Nisei) and
all evenings they can be heard Jabbering awgy in Japanese. I am afraid that Tom
is reflecting some of my attitudes as he makes remarks about those "Japs" that don't
know how to speak English at all,
<:%he man who was building the rock garden has completed the job and it is
already fiilled with water and clever bridges and other objects. He must be some
sort of cappenter because he has also made a beautiful baby crib with the lumber he
picked up. Most of the people on the end barracks have built extensioﬁs to shade the
space. Some of these porches are real fanoy and done with an Oriental type of
architecture. So many slats have been missing from.the lumber pile that they have
placed a special guard on it. 2he people use them to make shades over the window;;>
The recreéational aotivifies are starting now. Tonight the first dance will be
held in this cemp in one of the messhalls but it was too warm to get all heated up.

Not much else has been started in the way of recreation. Ihe work project is rapid-

ly progressing, aside from the initial construction work that is necessar{;:>ThB

agricultural area here consists of approximately 15,000 acres of Indian Reservation
land. 6975 acres of this land has already been used for alfalfa for the past 5 years.
The remaining acreage will gradually be subjugated. There is a large percentage of
the farming people in this camp so that they will not laock for experienced hands.
They look like country people and also act that way although this is a family brood
generalization to me. One does not see the neatly dressed business looking type

of Issei around. # large percentage look like they have been used to hard manual
labor all of their lives and they are pretty healthy. I see them in the shower

rooms in the evenings and they look all muscles and are temned from the outdoor

life-although many of them look knarled and almost bent over. So far I have seen

very few of the soft fat type of man who has lived an easy life. Even the women
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around here look as if they have been used to hard work all of their lives. They look
so sloppy and worn with wrinkles lining their tired looking faces. They wear the
simplest hair dresses and no mekeup. In this camp many of these farm women will

no doubt live a much easier existance.

September 6, 1942--Sunday

<<%ftt° finally got lazyl She did not get up for breakfast so we all slept

until 10:30. This lethargy must wear off soon or we will get lazy. Yesterday I

was raring to go, but this ambition left me this morning. It was hot again. Emiko-
was feeling much better so she got up. The girls were going %o do the laundry today,
but decided against it when the heat hit them. They have been taking very good

oare of Tom and me and we have gotten along better than we ever did before. Everyone
pitehes in and does the work together, or gets lazy together. Betle seems to be
affected by the heat more than the rest of us and she had a severe headache this
afternoon. Tom has finally come down with a stomach ache and he was feeling very
miserable all day. He may have disentry. T tried to keep him from drinking so much ice
water, but he would sneak in and take an extra cupful. He hardly ate anything today.
The appetites of the rest of us are coming hack. We eat quite a bit of crackers amd
cheese sandwiches.

I finally followed the mob end built one of those wooden platforms to sit on
outside o that we would not have to bhe hauling the cot back and forth. Bob came
over for a while and he tested it out with his 260plus lbs. so I guess that it will
pass. Tom was very oritical of the platform and he made me figure it all out to the
last neil before he would let me start sawing. He kmows quite a bit about earpentry
which he learned in Junior high school in Vallejo. Rjght now he is more interested
in wild 1ife and for the past two days he has been reading the soout book to find out
all asbout lizards, Gila monsters, end snakes so that he will be acquainted with
them. He wants to build a box trap so that he can start a z00.

Bette and Emiko had a differense of opinion with the boy next door. He was
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bragging that he used to go to all of the Japanese shows and that he knew all of the
. popular Japanese songse. The girls said that they much preferred American movies

and sSoNgse They got to talking about friends and the boy maintained that the
Japanese should go around only with the Japanese because they would feel more at ease
and it would be more fun. Emiko said that the opposite was true since her ggueasian
friends were more maturel and they did not act so narrow-minded about things. The
boy said that they were only trying %o show off and that these eaucasians were not
real friends like the Japanese ones. This made them angry, but they did not tell
him off because he works in Bhe warehouse and he may be able to get some fruit. The
boy is from Vacaville and his father is a farmer.

Bette and Emiko sat on our platform after we finished it and Tom and I could
not have a seat. So disgusting. Tom told them that they had to get their own lumber
if they wanted to have anything built, We hinted that they faked illness everytime
we wanted to go after lumber. This hurt Emiko a 1little betause she really has been
i1l and she did not like the impiication that we thought she was lazy. She grabbed
her phonograph and stormed into the house. We left her alone for five minutes so
that she forgot about it and came out and joined us. Besides it was too hot inside.

Yesterday, so the rumor goes, a mother left her baby out in the hot sun all
afternoon in one of those cribs. ‘he doctor could not do anything about it and the
infant died of heat prostration. I don't see how any person could do such a
downright stupid act like that. Maybe the heat got the woman.

The other family next door bought a $108 air conditioner today and they install-
ed it right away. They made the girls in their family run back and forth to the
washroom for buckets of water and Tom was quite disgusted that they made the girleé
do it. The.father is a little crude in his jokes, A boy friend of the younger
daughter was helping them and he made the remark that he was always losing his
shirt. 'he father told him to watch out or he would lose his testioles. The girl

was g0 embarrassed that she ran into the house.

4
The people next door seem rather friendly and they have éffered to hedp us
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in different ways. But I don't like it so much when the father walks right into
our room without Enooking to observe my carpentry work and hand out advice. They
must not believe in lkmocking around here.

Tom and I went to get some slats so that we could put up the cheese cloth

on the windows to keep the flies out. We were pursued by the guards but managed

to elude them this time. After we came bag£>>Emi. Bette and I decided to walk

up to the foothills. I wondered why all the hikers carried sticks. I thought

| that it was to help them in hilking, but éne of the little boys said that they were
to hit the rattlesmakes with. We got scared out so just walked around the camp
instead. The camp is an immense place and we did not amywhere come close to cover-
ing it. The only trouble with the scenery is that all of the buildings look alike,
and the people all imitate each other in improving the homes. fhﬂy put up the same
kind of shades on the windows and doors, build identical outdoor platforms, and
make the same kind of furniture, and even the cactus and rock gardens look alike.
And they play the same kind of Japanese recordsl We got ti;ed of hearing them blare
out. The young couples walk down the road humming a Japanese tune and everytime
Emiko heard them she would start singing "God Bless America." It was a relief

to hear some of the Hawaiian Japanese féllows play on their steel guitors, playing
dreamy Hawaiian music. Emiko is just dying to get her records so that she can blare
forth with some hot numberse.

(:;;ople stay out pretty late walking arounﬁ. We discovered a sandwich and
hotdog stand, but there was such a crowd around that we could not get through. We
were just dying for one of those hamburgers. The stand is for the causasian workers
around here, but they serve the camp residents in the evening.

Some of those outhouses that the workers used at first are still standing.
T overheard one young Nisei remark: "Why don't they keep the damm things up. It's
a hell of & note when those stinky nigger bastards come in to use our toilets. They

will give us all syphllis." I didn't know whether to laugh or to tell the fellow

of f for his ignorance. I ignored him;:;7




char les Kikuchi Page 664
September 7, 1942--Monday

<nother hot day! After the cool one yesterday, it was terrific. We did

not go to breakfast again. It was cool last night though. We had to use blankets.
Tom was si&%\so he stayed in bed all day. Emiko and Bette putteqféd around cleaning
the place all up. ihey dusted everything off and swept and mopped the floor. I
got it all dirty for them when I started to saw boards to put the cheese ecloth on
the windows and thus eliminate the fly menace at night. It was a very disgusting
job. I would get the‘boards all sawed and nailed together and it wouldn't fit the
window frame. To make things worse I was dripping perspiration. It made my eyes
smart. I wonder what that girl sitting on the bench outside thought. I dropped
one of the sticks out of the window and it made me cuss like anything. I didn't
know that she was sitting out there. Anyway after four hours of effort, I finally
got the cheese clothes up. There are no bugs flying around now so that it was workh
all the effort.

Bette and Emiko did all our laundry this morning-64 pieces. They had a
hard time getting a bucket and borrowing a washboard. The laundry is not opened
wet so they did the washing in the women's shower room. After they got through
with that, they took it wasy for the rest of the day.

Emiko got angry with Bette because Bette would not go with her to the block
leader's house to mail the letters. I told her to go herself after Bette raised
anmbjection. Emiko just took her own letters and went to mail them by herself.
Bette was all burnt up because she had to maké a special trip to mail the rest.
Emiko has a2 tmndency to let Bette take the initlative in doing the wurk_around here,
unless she gets a steak to do something. Last night for example, Emiko decided to
-gtart the house cleaning so she stayed up until almost 12:00 o'cléck puttering
around. I don't know what our neighbors thought when she started to bang the walls
with our homemade flyswatter trying to kill the moths£>>

. This morning I went over to see Mrs. Smith about the Social /elfare Dept.
ééiééd to wait because she was busy answering all sorts of questions. She had already

sent a special request to the WRA for mom and pop to come here., She said that
Fryer, the Region representative of the WRA, would be here today snd a Community
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Sho

Service Director would be appointed in a few dayi;>>M¥31-%m&%h asked me whether I

had inquired in the Education field ye® and I told her that this was my second
choice "Sinoce I have my certificate in Social Work, I want to try it first of all,"

"Of course, you realize that most of the contacts Will be with the Japanese
who speak no English and that will make it ;\ittle difficudt."”

"Oh, oh, that damm speaking of Japanese buzabbo again, I though to myself with
a sinking feeling., "But that could be adjusted easily enough. For example how
do you handle them?" I said.

"I have a wonderful girl that does all my interpreting for me. 807 of the
group don't speak English here," she said.--her secretary confirmed this astonishing
statement.

"I think your figures are much too high. Why 70% of the residents in this camp
are American born. Ihey all speak English. And out of the remaining 30%, one-third
must have a working knowledge of English. This makes 80% of the wholé group at least
that understand English," I explained.

"Yes, you are right. I was thinking only of the foreign born, about half of
them don't speak any English," she said.

Then I went on to tell her that I was probably the only one with a sooial work
certificate in this camp and perhaps I could help out in a supervisory or some other
capacity where contacts with the Issei would be limited anyway. Mrs. Smith was not
trying to discourage me or anything only she had the #dea that the number of Issei
who spoke English was smaller than it actually is. On the outside I couldn't get
a job because I had a Jap face; here in a Japanese camp, I will have trouble being
placel because I don't speak or understand Japanesel It's enough for anyone tg fesl
frustrated! I have to be rational about this whole thing because if I don't I will
tend more and more to make the residents here the scapegoats and take it out on them
when they are really immocent.

I went over to see Mr. Nelson who will direet the high school next and asked

him about teaching possibilities. He ashed me what my major in college was and I
told him Hystory, with a minor in English Literature and sociology. Mr. Welson said
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that Nisei teachers would not be used in U. S. history because it involved the
priniciples of democracy and it would prove embarrassing for the Nisei teachers

and the pupils. This was a most surprising statement but I let it pass. He said
that T mmy have a chance in English, Geq/éraphy, Economics or some other subject.
He gave me an application blankK to fill éut. I am hoping that they will get

good caucasian teachers for the high schools and not push in too many unexperienced
Nisei,u;ncludlng myself, for the good of the whole school system. ('hey can train
them gradually and fit them in when needed., If there is a scarcity of caucasian
teachers, they may shove in the Nisei-too fast. The high school will take one
square block in this camp. The caucasian teachers will.live in one block over in
the other camp. Fob Spencer told me that Albert Hutehinson of S. F. State was té
head the Jr. High School if they hed one. Albert was one of thefellows I graduated
with and I knew him fairly well. We took several sociology courses together. It
certainly is a small world.

Tom got up this evening feeling much better. He says that he thinks he
will stay sick for another day so that Emi and Bette will wait on him for a change.
He has been sitiing by the bucket for the last half hour trying to drown a cricket
in the water. I told him thet crickets were harmless so he just let him escépe. He
wanted to go to the workers stand for a hamburger but we would not let him,

Bette, Emi and I went after more lumber in the serap heap this evening and Geo.
¥o come along. He is a jolly sort of boy(22) who is in charge of adult recreation
or something in the Recrestion Department. He talks loudly and seems to have a lot
of friends around here., He is from near San Jose where he went to the State Coliege
for a year or so. Most of his friends are from the bay afea. He was helping_hié
father in farming for several years before coming here. Geo. claims that he was
the pres. of the JACL chepter of Contra Castra countys He said that most of the
things they did were socials, aithough they had discussions once in a while. He
said that they did not get b6 do much else because most of their orders come from

the National Headquarters. He said that the organization was not very democratic

because the members did not get much of a vote in things.
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George is a Buddhist and he claims that there are few Protestants in this
camp. He says that the Nisei are more conservative and a lot of them say "I hope
Japan wins the war, because they treat us this way." I asked Geo. what was his
opinion on this matter end he said that he did not give it much thought. Ceo. is
more interested in sociel activities. He talked for two hours to Emi and Bette after
we came back from the lumber pile about all the peoplg he knew in Tanforan and how
many girls he hed been engaged to etc. They tolerated all this gab because it gave
them a chance to talk about people they knew at Tanforan and because Geo's father
is chief cook st e messhall and he insists on bringing a pound of butter over, He
is a loud sort of egotist(perhaps a front for a feeling in inadequacy since he is
short and fat) and he means well enough. But I don't see how a person like that
could be elected to be a club president, although I may be misjudging him.

They have been feeding us a lot of Japanese food here end I don't like it
very much-neither do the kids. Tonight we made toast end cheese-jam sandwiches
to appease the appetite and they were so tasty. We will have to go to breakfast
one of these mornings to get some sugar.

T am some sort of object of curiosity in the shower room. They make ell sort
of comments about the hair on my chest. The Japanese are not very halry and it is
rare to find any with even fuzz on their chest. rl‘hey think that it denotes strength.
Tom is going to charge 5¢ a look after this. There is an epidemic of ef athletés

foot sweeping our ares because the shower rooms do not have nay disinfectent in them.

Many of the people use those wooden getas, but we have not received our baggage yet.
ok,

Tom will try to make some for us tomorrow if he is feeling smy better.

This afternoon I was talking to one of the caucasian plumbers here. He has
been in Arigona since last Maréh. He used to be & machinist in Detroit but came
out here because of lung trouble. The man looked healthy enough to me. The weather
agrees with him, he says. He tried to make Bette and me feel good by saying,"I don't
bleme you Japs for this war. You people are just like all us little guys who take

the beating for the bigwigs who want war. So I tfy to help you people out. I kngw‘

it's tough, but your country asked for it." T told him that we were Americans and
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that 707 in this camp were citizens. The man expressed great surprise and said
thot he never kmew this before. "What if they take your citizenship away; will
Japan take you back?" he asked.

"We don't belong to Japan, and they will have to change the Constitution &f
this country to going to follow Faeists principles like that. Frankly, T have too
much faith in Ameriea for anything like that to happen."”

Bette:"We are Americens, just like you."

Man:"By God, you are at that. Well, you will have to make the most of

it while in these camps. You won't get bad trestment."

September 8, 1942--~Tuesday

One of the fellows told me that our baggage'was in Casa Grande, so I waited
down st the Housing Headquarters for quite a while today, but it did not arrive.
It will probably come tomoprow. I tried to get ¥wo rooms assigned for the whole
feamily, but they could promise me nothing, until the rest of them actually arrived.
We can't do much building here because we will most likely mbve to a larger place,
I have énly been making things that I could move. The administration are expecting
3000 people in this camp sometime this month and the housing preoblem isstill acute.
The place is a long ways from completion. The section we are in has all been
promised to the Turlock crowd from camp one. They were shoved in recreation halls,

washrooms and any available space because the place was not ready for them. Then

when the free zone people came in, they took up the houses as they were finished.

Because conditions have been so difficult for the Turlock group, they promised this
particular area. Later on provisions may be made for couples and smsller families.
Right now they are being thrown in with other families. This is not the best of
living eonditions for them. I heard some talk inrthe housing center sbout moving
some of the partitions back to meke the rooms larger for the bigger femilies.
Putting everyone into one room is not such a good idea either. This place is

/

definitely disorgenized yet, but progress is slowly being made.




Charles Kikuchi Page 669
9-8-42

An example of how jobs are obtained around here is the group of fellows
who ceme in to see Yeaton, the housing head. One of the fellows introduced them
individually and then proceded to give the fellom{ e big buildup about what an
important position he had held at Turlock, blah, blahl It seems that each little
group tries to get its members into jobs with them. Certain of the departments
have workers who took over en masse from theiir experience at the assembly center,

T believe that this would apply to the mess halls mainly, but also to same of the
worker groups, firemen, block leaders, and the paper staff as well as some of
the education departments.

Lillian Esaki who is going to teach shorthand and typing in the high school
said that the nursery school teachers came in as a block. She, herself, taught 4T
Tulare and she says that all of the teachers there are trying to pull each other
into the same position in this camp. Lillian is a graduate of Armstrong Business
College-she got a teaching certificate in business courses there. She is originally

from Ventura. Cute in appeasrance, very engaging personality and easy to talk to.

I got in a conversation with her as the ed. department where I went up with Earl and

Bob who were going to meet Mr. Smith and some of the staff in the Education departe
mdnt. Earl wants to teach in high school but he lacks a few units for hie A. B.
Lillian said that they may have a little difficiulty in teaching typing because
of the searity of typing machines. ©She has been going around tryfng to get the
people who have machines to rent them to the school at §1.50 per week, plus repairs.
Lillian says that in this camp because there are few girls here who are good, there
are jobs open for secreteries. If they can do the minimum amount of secreterial
work, they are teken on. At Tanforan, secretariesl workers were & dime & dozen.
I told Emiko about this, but she does not think she can ever meet the minimum
requirements. Besides she is more interested in working on the camp newspaper
doing art worke.
Lillian told me that they are now planning to ppen up two high-schools. One

far each camp. Ceamp one has informally been named Camp Canal and this one is
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called Butte Camp. The official name for the whole center is Rivers, Arizomna.

We will be sbout the fourth largest eity in Arizone after the camp fills up.

*\ There alsc seems to be some confliet in the hospital. This camp will have

\ﬂﬂ# the best one so that the doctors and nurses want to be assigned to it. The
!j:,}’Turlock crowd think that they should be given the first choice because they
were here first. Yoshiko, the nurse next door, said that she has been transferred
to the hospital in Camp 1, and she thinks this is unfair because the Tulare
nurses have been given the more favorable positions.

Yoshiko says that the doctors are also silently bickering for control and
not cooperating fully. ‘Last night there was a call for an appendectomy and they
did not come for the person for about 45 minutes. Then around 4:00 A.M. some
doctor came to the person's house and told them that the appendectomy patient
was dying. Theyrushed to the hospital, only to find that the patient was doing
very well. Yoshiko does not know whether this was a deliberate attempt to
discredit some of the hospital staff. Like most Japanese, Yoshiko does not have
full confidence in the Japanese doctors for serious operation. She says that
they are all general practitioners and would hate to have them perform a delicate
operation on her. She believes that more specialists are needed heres

Yoshiko must come from a pretty well off farming family -Susuin- because
they are the ones that bought the expensive air conditioning machine. Bette
says that they have very good furniture in theirlhome here. Everyone of the
family(9 children) were sent out to school. Yoshiko was in training at the
Children?s Hospital in San Francisco just before evacuation. She says that
her father is in a New Mexico concentration cemp, but does not know why. Perhaps
it was because he went to Japan last January. He was connected with the Japanese
associations, but not on officiale. She says that the President of the association
is in this eamp, but can't understand why they let him go free and took in the
innocent members.

Emiko got Tom mad today. He threw his prize greem yarn c¢ap oOVer to

'
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her snd she took off her socks and wiped her toes on it. Tom threw the hat away
and said that he weuld not wear it any more. Bette was a little touchy today
and quick to anger for some reason.

This evening we went for a walk to the top of the Butte to look at the
pretty sunset. You can see the whole camp from the top --- rowg upon row
of the ssme type of barracks with the same kind of paint on them. On the other
side, the flat country stretches for miles and miles, with green alfalfa fields
way in the distance.

We met & couple of interesting Indian boys. Cedricson (12) and Maliecson (13).
They were dressed as ragged little Meximn boys. For boys their age, they certainly
could tell a logt of lies. Both of them came from the distant Indian Reservation
on their ponkes. A lot of people were up on the Butte with us and they started
to ask questions. It was funny when one of the Nisei boys asked a questions in
Japanesel

The Indian boys smoked and they borrowed a cigarette f#om me. One of the
little boys took a fancy to Bette and he said he was going to name one of his
seven poties Bette. They were very curiousabout the camp. The certainly were
fresh for their age. The boys wanted to visit us and so I invited them to come
over some other evening. I think that we will hide everything valuable when
they come because they may walk off with anything that strikes their fancy.

Nothink developing in social work today. Frior did not come. Mrs. Smith

says that he will come in a day or so.’>

September 9, 1942---Wednesday

Today was Emiko's birthday so we all took turns spanking her and giving
her presents. She js 18 now. Since there are no stores around to buy any

presents, we had to giver her money so that she could buy = dress or something

from one of the mail order houses.(<§é?ckberry jem on crackers, cheez-itz,

and a can of iced fruit juice served as the birthday cake this evening. Emiko

<till is not defirite in knowing what she wants to do; she thinks that whe would 1lik
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to work on the newspaper here:;:>

I went over to the newspaper today to inquire about the mimeograph or art
work possibilities for her. The Tulare paper staff is firmly in contrel. Ken
Takhiro is the editor. He is 36 years old, has two children and a number of
years experience in newspaper work in the various Japanese language papers along
the coast. ¢llore about him later.C:%?n comes in from the "white zone" directly
and did not have to pass through an assembly center. Brownie Furutani the .
editor of the Tulare center paper, is a good friend of his and they planned to
come in here to take over the paper as soon as they got here. They did not fear
competition from the Turlock group as that paper was very inadequate. Brownie
suddenly dicided to go to Texss to school. Before he left, Ken promised him that
he would give the Tulare staff the best breek if he got to be in charge. The
Tulsre group brought their own paper, mimeogrephﬁﬁlmachine, mimeoscope and other
materisl. As soon as he got here, Ken went to Mr. Smith, the Project Director,
and told him that he hed a staff and equipment ready to go to work. Since the
adﬁinistration needed some bulletins run, he was told to go ahead., All Af the
Tulere staff were given temporary work ﬁbrders.

Ken says that they are all young and &nexperienced. His technical staff is
good, but he does not have the mature writers to cover the more importent events
around here. Ken wanted to now if I would be interested. I told him that I
would contribute occasionally, but was planning to go into another field. I
asked about the mimeograph operator possibilities for Emiko. Ken wants her to

get her application in at the employment office., He has a plan whereby the paper
here can get a monoply on all of the operators and thus the administration may
turn over all of its machines to them to prinkt the official bulletins.

Cosbs for the first edition wm runs about $50.00 and the staff is putting
it out of their own pockets. 4,000 copies will be printed of the lst edition
which will come out this Saturday. Ken plans to have a 12 page paper this week

with maps of the campl The main paper will be here and a branch office will be
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established in Camp l. The office here will take a whole barrecks and the carpenters
are now fixing up the various offices and benches. Later on, they may get a s%af#f
regular printing press. Right now the staff will put out two issues per week,

about 4 -- 6 pages. Ken is in contack with the editors of the other center papers.
He has been very aggresive in getting things for the paper and the administration
cooper=tes with him. He says that there will be no censorship, althoughthey have
asked to look at the copy. Ken says that he will run the whole paper first and

then give them one.

Ken really does not wish to be the editor and have to nursemaid all of the
beginners along. He would rather be the feature editor in charge of the magazine
section. Shinono of the Sanka Anita Pacemaker may come here later. Ken wants
to have a good editorial bosrd so that they can put out a paper on a mature level,
Already some of his staff wants to emphasize sports. The paper is at present

under the Recreation Department and eventually the support of it will come from

the cooperative profits heri},>

T got wind of several rumors today.<gen has sent a note to Smith to confirm
or deny them. He says th;}7§;e most prevalent one is about the four MP's who
attrocked a girl in the laundry. Another is that tEe ggucasion workers have been
molestinéyhe girls. Bob told me sbout the one where the caucasion person in charge
of the food here was caught in an empty barracks with a Japanese girX. This man
was suppoéed to have promised the girl a receptionists job in return for her favors.
Ken told me this one also. Then there is the consistent one about another ecamp to
be built here for more residents. We looked dowvn from the Butte tonight and saw an
empty cleared off space with some lumber on it which is supposed to be the site
of the nmew camp., The rumor is that Manaznar snd Tule Lake will be reevacuated here.

Then there is the rumor to the &ffect that tﬂere is only enough food in the
warehouses for two days. And Smith wes credited with the statemént that laundries

and iroming rooms were a luxdry end the people did not deserve hot water. The

truth of this is that Smith said hot water would be a luxbgy at the present time
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because they have to keep shutting the water off whide putting in the new
pipelines in the many open ditches around here. Ke%/ says that he has traced
the most vieious rugors down to a group of disgruntlai&@bei who get together
nightly and delibrately pass on many of these falsehoods. Ken hopes that the
paper will put a stop to many of these false stories, if they are false.

The other day an explosion occured while they were doing some blasting and
& number of negro workers were killed. The adminstration is not publicizing this

—

geoident, Ken says but he has sent in a request for details. Many of the negroes
=

here are sympathetic to the Japs (mistakenly) and they bring in liquors and other
contreband articles for them. Flashlights are contraband here. There has been
increasing difficulty in keeping the young Nisei from wandering off too far. The
Indian trading post is out of bounds and the MP's pick them up and send them home.
Out of bound markers have been set up, I understand.

Our main baggage arrived today and gome of the boxes took a beating. We
piled them all up and deecided not to open them up since we were going to move soon
anyway. The only thing we took out were Emiko's records as she was anxious to

see how many were broken. Only two were broken, although a number were chipped

on the edges. Emiko got angry when I refused to let her take out some of her

clothes. I gave in and relented. If this keeps up, all the stuff will be unpacked

soon. We made an agreement not to unpsck another thing unless it was esbsolutely

necessary. Already we have a number of things to pack. The #housing headgquarters

still will not assign us separate appartments until the family arrives on the scene.
This afternoon we had gquitea dust storm. The dust just seeped in everywhere.

These dust storms here are not supposed to be near}y as bad as those at Poston.

Emiko, Tom and I played cards to see who would go to the canteen. Tom losts

When the game was nearly over, Bob came in and played a few hands. e did not do

so well, Later we dropped over to talk to Earl and then wendered up to the ocanteen

for a coke. The soda water in this state are really small, only 7 oz. Bob

pointed out two men who had just been released from the L.A, county jail and sent

here. They had been caught gambling and operating a house of prostitution in

i
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Santa Anit%;>

Another fellow I met today was Frank quqfhiro. He is in charge of all the

boy sc\out activities here.(iFrank used to operate his own grape farm down at

Fowler. Twenty-five men were'employeé @uring the peak of the harvest sesason.
Frank is not a very large fellow, but he has a very friendly personality. Yo
is not very much interested in the polities of the whole evacuation., He has
leased his farm out to ; friend and is now worried because this person has been
able to hire only four workers to pick grapes. Frank believes the crop may be
lost. "A lot of these people here now will no doubt rem=in after the war is over,
but I am going back to my little farm. I tried to join the Army so that I would
have more chance afterwards, but they would not let me." > Frank, Ken and I walked
to the highest butte overlooking the camp and I had a swell jiew of the whole thing.
They are still working on the far end in order to get thg building completed for
use of the people coming,

Ken has the right philosophy about the place. "It's no use griping and moping
about the place; let's get things done." I don't like to see the J.A.C.L. get it
in the neck either because they are the only organization capable of speaking up
for the group. Mike Mbeakoma:uoko was naive and trusting because of his mormon
backeround, but when this thing is over he will come out a hardened politician., I
was only g-dues paying member before the war, but after it started, I did a lot
of mimeographing work of important magazine articles and sent them out so that
the Nisei would be aware of the forces for and against them. ,On the way down
here, I passed out some of thoseFriends service bulletins and the MP's @ccused
me of being an agitator. When a lot of %2258 Nisei start moaning to me about their
rights I asked them if they had sent for their absentee ballots. Half of the time,
they say "no" an& then I tell them that they should not yell for their rights unless
they exercise them. Ken was intercsted in st»rting some sort of a discusssion
group and I told him that it was a good idea because this was one of the ways which

we could prevent ourselves from becoming too isolated.
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<<i%efore he was evacusted, Ken was a field representative of the United

Wholesale Florists. He worked for them for three years. It was a caucasion
company, althought Ken had most of his dealings with the Japanese. In his letter
of recommendation it says: "In always proving himself honest and discreet, he
was entrusted with the more vital secrets of the house and, in return, he was
always willing to advance progressive ideas of his own in the furthergng of our
businesS..sess0.» Any consideration which cen be shown to Mr. Tashiro will be
deemed as a personal favor to us, and we are sure that his services will be

of extteem benefit to anyone receiving them."

Ken was born in New England and he never spoke any Japanese until after
he was out of high school. "Out of the necessity of esrning a living I was
forced to learn it." I first met Ken about a year ago when Jimmy Omura---
"Current Life"---brought him over. Jimmy later testified before the Tolan
Committee. I had forgotten Ken because we had both gotten very drunk and he
passed out on me. I xymx never saw him again after that evening until I xum
stumbled over him in the paper office.

Ken oniy had one year of University work, but he come from one of the best
known Japanese families in America., His uncle is the famed University of
Cincinatti Dr. Shiro Tashiro, professor of biochemistry. His uncleds research
into the chemistry of life won him a place of honor in his field. He is probably
the only Japanese in Who's Who." Ken's sister Tae received her M.A. in arts at
the University of Cincinnati in 1930, majoring child psycholdgy. His brother
Aiji wes also a graduate from University of Cincinnati in architecture. He
also played basketsall for the school. A brother-in-law is a précticing physieian
in that city. Another brother, Arthur, was attending the Appalachian State
Teachers' College at the time of Pearl Harbox. He is 22 and has been accepted into
. the U,S. Argy as a volunteer(Dec. 17). Before he was accepted this brother was
taken to the police headquarters and questioned, following a i}lp to the officers

that a Jap was on the bus en route to Winston--Salem, N. Carolina. His
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brother doen't speak one wor® of Japanese. Ken says that the rest of the family
lives in Yew England., Another brother, Saburo, is connected with the Cincinnati
Genral Hogpital as brain surgeor; a sister who is a concert pianist was once run
out of Japan under suspicions of not being sympathetic with the Japanese government,.
A cousin of his, Kiyoshi, played with the Harvard freshman football team. His
brother Aijii (the architect) is in partnership with a caucasion fellow. They
designed the landscaping plan for the Dixie Pike High School in Cincinnati. This
brother is also a writer. He had an article published in the "New Outlook", Sept.
1934, Vol. 164, No. 3 entitled "The Rising Son of the Risihg Sun." I can
understand his resctions to the Japanese group when meeting them for the first time
because that is the way I felt when I first cam to San Francisco. The article
indicates a slightly superdor and smugK attitude towards the Japanese. Since it
was written in 1924, it does not hold true now.because the Nisei are mush more
eamericonized now. But a logt of the things hold true yet. Aiji did not believe
that the Nisei would become assimilated until the third generation. Of course,

he could not forsee this whole business of evacuation. Aiji summed himself up
thuslys "I am symbolic of the poor homesick foreigners, friendless and bewildered
in a strange environment."

Ken also has been extremely americanized. This is what he had to sayh

in 1929 while working for the Rﬁ%u Shimpo. It was quoted in the L+A. Times

(JUNE) and it indicates the mental struggles that a Nisei goes through in &
the attempt to become accepted into the American life.

"Sometimes my dimmer companion and I talk of the surprising resemblane
of the preceding nizhtds beef broth to tonight's vegetable soup; but last night
we waxed Freudian and tglked of complexes, not inferiority or suicide complexes,
but racial ones.

"e discussed the respective desirabilities of arrogant blind racial pride
campared to a submerging pitiful racial inferiority complex. Why, we reasoned,

should a Japanese boy or girl, intelligent, talented, a leader in his own crowd,
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go to school and be nothing but that quiet little “Jap" who sure can do algebra

or chemisﬁiry, or geometry. It shouddn't be, we said, and cited numerous instances
to prove ourselves correct. But on the other hand, consider the lowly type.

(He means typical Nisei) Go to school, study, eat lunch, study, come home, and so
on to summer vacation. In his crowd in typtown the "bon vivant", the wise cracker,
the big noise. Why all this? Racial inferiority complex. Have you one? I have

a part of one that grows or diminishes per environment. And, we queried, how to
eradicate it?"

The colummist (Lee Shippey) concludes that: "These frank truth seeking
Japanese are not blaming America for anything. Instead, they are pointéng out
the success of many of their race in American life, and suggested that it is
their own fault, largely, thet others do not stand as hizh ag their abilities
entitle them to $tend."”

Sitting up on the Butte tonight, I asked Ken if he still thought the same
way. Ken said that it had been his trudancy, as well as most thinking Nisel, to
blame the group too much for circumstance beyond control. KXen said that he wos looking
to the future and it would be one of his tasks here to get the Nisei in the right
frame of mind so that they would not become totally disillusioned: "We are in the
hands of God. Don't put reliance in peanut politiecs to guarantee your rights in the
war. But pray as you never have before that jbur Nisei boys in the Army will
prove their stuff. It will be the Nisei Colin Kelleys -- if the war produces any =-

that in long run will prove to America that we've a right to be called Yankees too,

that our hearts are here, that the skeptics were wrong:i:;>
.

Ken says that his philosophy about the whole war and the future is based
upon what President &;osevelt said in his speech on Washington's birthday--
the night Santa Barbara wns shelled by the Japanese submarines. The cere of
this philosophy makes him accept evacuation and not moan too much but tyy to retain
his deep belief in America with the knowledge that things will not turn out too

badly for the Niseis in this country. This is what Roosevlet said that night
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"This generation of Americans has come to realize4:E}th a present and personal
realizatiogg} that there is something larger and more important than the life of
any individ;al or any individual group =--- something for which a man will
sacrifice, and gladly sacrifice, not only his pleasures, not only his goods, not
only his associations with those he loves, but his life itself. In time of mix
crisis, when the future is in the balance, we come to understand, with full recognition
and devotion, what this nation is and what we owe to it." The Nisei could well
ponder on this thought for a while. I suggested to him that he should carry
a section in the paper stressing the war effort so that the Nisei in this camp

would realize that they had a definite part to play in this war§<;1 don't know

just what Ken's exact sentiment on the war are yet as this is the first time that

I have talked to him>
F 4

September 10, 1942 -- Thursday

on
I went up to the school department to give themﬂapplication as a prospeotive

Nisei teacher. <&here was nobody there so I left it with the girl. A lot of books
come in from publishers who want the school system here to use them as texts:;>
Mrs, Smith was not so busy so I asked her how soon I could expect the rest of the
fanily. She said that the requeet has been in for about a week now so that I eould
expect action on it shortly. The comunity servide director has not been selected

yet so that there was still no development in the social welfare department.

<:f£e housing situation for us is still a problem. I went over again today
to akk them for some assurance of getting adequate rooms, but they were still
vague., The workmen are building even at night but the construction work will not
be completed until the end of the month. Before then, the Army may shove several
thousand people in. Earl is also having his housing problem. He is in with six
of the f;moséki family. For the past few days he has been looking for another

/

couple to move in with. Sinece there are no provisions for couples yet, he plans
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to build some sort of a partition. Evidently we can breath with relief for a few
more days becasue they will put in another couple with us if it can't: be

avoided. So the four of us have the place to ourselves. But we can do no building
or even berin to get settled down since we will definitely have to move. e

have been going down to the lumber scrap pile each evening to see if we can accumulate
xf a few pieces of lumber. Everyone else has the same jdea and the good lumber

hes been picked clean. A lot of the people still are using tose carts to haul

the lumber with. Tonight Tom and I got little Jim to help us bring our wood up.
Emiko seems to get stomach trouble about the time we go to get wood and Bette

begs off with a headache. But they have gone a number of times. We have a pretty
fair collection in the house now, but no large planks to build a eloset for all

the clothes. The block leader came around today and told the people not to leave
the lumber under the house becasuse it was such a fire hazard. Three small fires
have been started in the past week. The fire hazard is great becasue of the wind

that blows through here and sometime the water is not turmed on. The fire

truek would have a difficult time manouvering through all of those ditches.:>>

. It seems that some of the rumors going around here have some basis
in 385 but most of them can be disorediteds Bob said that there has been con-
siderablddifficulty with the caueasian workers gnd the Japanese girls around
here. He said that five Egucasiég workers were definitely caught in one of the
empty warehouses with three girls =-- but they may have only been talking. And
the MP's also present a problem. Some of them have been tsking the girls to Fhoenix,
Anyway new regulations have been set up. From now on nobody can cross the road
surrounding the camp from sundown to sunup.

In regards to the explosion rumor. It seems that some of the residents
believe that the negro workers are given all the dangerous work due to race
diserimination 4 so they say "If they treat the Negroes that way, what will happen
to us?" The truth about the explosion is that only one negro was killed. Also
one g?ucasian fellow lost his leg while another lost:an eye.

A9
Bob believes that the ligquor coming into the can%Peing conducted as a racket
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by those fellows that cgée in from Santa Anita. They had no baggage when they came
in, but they flashed a big roll. The system is to buy the liquor from the negro
workers at & profit to the workers and then resell it to resldents a% a big profit
to themselves. And I have heard from one or two sources that some of the cooks

are making Eggfbfrom the rice. The administration is keeping an eye out for liguor

coming in.

<:;oday was one of thosermreal dusty days. That wind kept blowing all day and

we had to keep our windows and door ciosed. We slept late again this morning and
the zirl next door had to kmock at our door for the bucket. Since it is cooler
in the evenings, we stay up rather late, reading or doing something. Last night
Bette and Emi did a lot of ironinge.

Tom snesked: off to the centeen today and bought some candy and funny books
after I told him‘that he should not eat candy until he becomes adjusted to the
e¢limate here. I helped him eat his candy. He went off alone this afternoon to get
some lumbér to build Miyoko a doll house for e birthday present;JE)

Today we took a vote(unaniwous) to open up the big box fo get our radio out.
During the dsy we only got theee cormey Ari,ona stations that play a lot of hill
billy music, but this evening we got all of the Le A. and Bay ares stations. It

sur e sounded good to hear ¥PO from S. F. Just like homel

September 11, 1942-~Friday

4:;gb came over this morning with s lot of fruit juices and crackers sent. over
by Dr. Thomas. We have been drinking e lot of juices and eating crackers lately and
our stock was exhausted. e manage to get fce fairly easily--just take it out of the
large gerbage cans where they put the jce water for the people. MNost of the people
are timid about faking the ice and they look at us enviously when we come home with
guch large chunks.

The co@ling off of the weather has been noticeaﬁle although it was still warm

(hot) today.
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Emiko and Bette went ‘o do a lot of laundry today. We have been borrowing
e lot of things from the Yqmasakis and they don't seem to like it so much. Sinee
the leundry rooms are not completed yet, the girls go to thelir washroom and do the
things in cold water. They borrowed Jean's washboard. We have been using their
hemm-r quite often alsoc. We haven't many things to lend to them since none of our
things are open as yet. About all that we can do is to give them ice occasionally.

The housing division still is not making individual moves so we have to
live under this temporary setup for a while longer. The girls down there are not

too helpful and I did not get a chance to see the caucasien head today.

Tom was busy all day makinmg a blueprint plan for hﬁy$&o's dollhouse. Around
five o'clock, we went down to the lumber pile to get some more lumber. The trucks
with the soerap pieces usually empty its load about that time and we can get good
pieces if we get there first. The word must have gone around this source of
lumber because there was quite a crowd of people waiting for the truck when we got
there. We saw that #f we kept to the background, we would not get a thing so I
orowded right up to one side and Tom went to the other. As the lumber was thrown
by the caucasian workers, we grabbed the good pieces and put them to one side. We
did not want to be too greedy so we left a lot of good pieces for the other people
who were waiting in the background.

Today was our best haul yet. We had more than we could carry in one load so
we decided to sit it into piles, tie it up and then come back for it after diﬁner with

miko and Bette. Some of the people were cutting off & wire that was laying along

the ground to tie up their lumber. Tomé swears that Bob told him that it was the

telephone line to camp l. I didn't want to teke any chances of destroying it any
more so we hunted around for old wire to tie up our loads with.
We certaiﬁly had to sweat and strain to earry our heavy loads. Just before
~we reached exhaustion we spied one of those new balloon tire wheel-barrows by a shed.
It was full of pipes and wire but we decided to borrow it for a while. We dropped all

of the junk in a neat pile on the ground and loaded our lumber on. It was an easy

task to carry our wood by this method. We even passed up the man and three women
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who were hauling aload on a cart. They had started out about five minutes before
us. After dimmer the four of us went back for the rest of our pile and we brought
that home on the wheelbarrow too. Tom returned the vehicle afterwards and put all
the pipes back in. We now have quite a respectable pile of lumber in the lower
end of the room. Jack will probably build closets and things with it when he comes o

We had a large cup of grapejuice after this was done and the rest of the even=
ing was passed in resting on the platform outside of our house. The weather has
béen so warm that a lot of Emiko's records have sort of curled up. One of them
broke and she felt quite badly. It will be quite a while before she can get the
latest records so that she wants to take good care of them. The dust getting on
them is another problem. At Tanforan, the recreation dept. borrowed thém guite
a bit for the dances, but Emiko is not going to lend them out here as too many get
broken, and her collection is diminished enough as it is;:>

I took Emiko over to the newspeper office this aftermoon to have her meet

Ken and also to see if there was any chance for her to get on as a2 mimeogrpaher
operator.{ihst of the staff was there and we got to meet some of them. They are
all young kids, chiefly girls. Ken says that they were going to put out an 18
page edition for the firste I took & look at this copy and it looks very good, although
a lot of the material necessarily had to bhé administr;ticn bulletins. Part of the
staff is located in camp one and sent over to this camp and 'stayed with the initial
issuee Later on all the copy will be sent over Here by truck and the dummy, will be
made up in this office in order not to have any conflicting news;>

YMS;H Ken wants Emiko to wait around for a couple of weeks and he says that he will

get her on as an operator just as soon as they can get another machineﬁ<:§; didn't

want her to register at the employment office because he was afraid that the adminis-
tration would grab her up. His idea is to get control of a2ll hhe operators(there

are only a few in camp-Maud told Emi that all the girls were registering as mimeo-
graph operators, but this is nottrue) so that the administration would put ﬁll of

the machines in the paper office. Ken was fairly certain that he could get Emiko on.
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Howevef})I took Fmiko on down to the Employment office just te have two

. fingers in the pie. They have about 12 interviewers down in one of the empty
barracks to conduct the interviews-all Nisei., Most of them have had no experience.
{fibey are using éhe U.S.E.S. card systems§> Unfortunately Emiko was interviewed by
a young girl who seemed rather on the defensive. She asked some silly questions
and even wanted to start an argument because Emiko said she only took 60 in shorthand.
"That's no good-no use of putiing it down."
"T didn't wish to apply as a séenetary," Emiko answered.
"You have to do 120 to call yourself a stenographer." she said.
Emiko was a ?it puzzled and she told the girl that she did not expect a
y
secretary ratiﬁég:kEt ended up writh her applying as a mimeograph operator, based
upon her 4 months of experience at Tanforan and 6 months in high school. They told
her that there was only one machine in camp right now but they expected more at which
time they would give her a call. The next step is for Emiko to go to the administmation
office and put in an application there. Emiko also applied as a clerk, a typist, and
administretive receptionist.
I thought that I might as well put in my application while I was there so
one of the bo‘s interviewed me. I applied as a social worker, prospective teacher,
/:é //E;ployment interviewer, research worker, and newspaper. When they found out that‘I
was from B. F. and Tanforan, we started to talk gbout mutual friends. Some of the
girls said:"™ I bet that they will want you to be an intervieweri" Sure enough, when
I talked to Mr. Hughes(?) the chief of the department, he asked me if I wanted to work
in his office. I told him that I was primarily interested in social work. But he
answered that T could be doing the employment and Placement work temporarily and could
transfer at any time.((?e hasn't anyone there to do the coding and they are short
on placement workérs, so I told him that I would do it until further developeménts
in the Community Service Directors departman£;>>I even told him that EBducation was
myssecondary choice, but it made no-hifference to him: He mede out a work order for

me right away and I am to report to work on Monday morning at a sdlled rating. So I
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quess that I will have to get up early on Monday. No different from Tandoran where

T had to struggle to get into the Employment office and then got the bum's rush! But
this time my interest and aim is more definitely crystallized and I am bound to give
social work a trial., This time I am sure that things will "break" right. The
administrations recognizes the need for such a service eand it will be set up shortly-
just'as soon as things get a little better organized around here. The Smiths seem

to be fine people for this project and they have workéd hard to get things organized

despite all bhe handicaps.

September 12, 1942--Saturday

Last night Bob came over for a minute to deliver a small package to Jean. He
had Mr. Henderson and Miss Walsh in the car so we asked them in for a visit. I was
in my bathrobe, Emkko was jroning and Bette and Tom were listening to the radio
and reading Life magazines.
My . Henderson is the heed of the Housing and Employment Division for bothd
camps. He was a chemist by profession and has had long experience in Government agencies

(Fgom Security Administration) He also has & social worler certificate. We could

0
reandd
only offer him a_%qgaﬂ‘to git on and an*ld tin can for an ash tray but he made him-

self right at home. He is a jolly sort of fellow Wwho does not put on any airs of
a superior attitude.

Emiko was & little embarrassed because she was ironing, but he took no notice
of it. Yesterday he had issued regulations that the use of any electrical appliances
was prohibited because it would create a serious fire hazard. We were supposed
to deposit all appliances in the warehouse.

We discussed the possilility of getting two apartments for the family. Henderson
stated that the housing situation right now was still acute, but that he thought
something could be done about it just as soon sa some more of the barracks were
completed. He assured us that we could have two epertments for the nine in our

family. I asked him shout provisions for couples and he said that he héd no answer
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for that yet. Some of the fellows have been telling him that they could move the

partitions back by removing 27 nails and if lumber could be obtained, separate

apartments for coupléﬁcould be built. We effered them refreshments, but%hey said

that they had just come form Phoenix and were full. Henderson did take some of our
nice cool ice water which we keep ir a kettle.

Viss Mayer of the U. S. %f. S. wrote and said that Miss Bartlett would be
down here shortly to do some census work for the WRA so I will probably be seding
her arcund soon. Miss Mayer went to Tanforan to visit me last week, but I had
already gonee.

Emiko had a Battle with ants last night. She was reading in bed when she felt
some sharp bites. At first she thought that it was fleas, but upon reaching down
she grebbed an ant. We have been eating crackers in bed and the ants decided to
pay a social visit and pick up some crumbs. They lingered to take a few bites out
of her. ©She jumped out of bed and I had to pluck all of the ants off of her bed.
Funny the ants didn't visit the rest of us. Emiko must have been eating extra
erackers on the slzj:>

Bob got the use of Mr, Yeaton's car this morning so he dropped over just as we
were finishing up the house cleaning. We asked him to ;ick around and we would get
lunch for him. The administration people around here are not supposed to eat in the
messhalls for some reason and they have to commute back and forth froﬁ Case Grande-
15 miles away. We took one of the tin plates tc our messhall and told the cook that
it was for our brother. So Bob had beef stew, rice, lettuce salad, applesauce,
soup, bread and blackberry jam. Afterwards we had grepefruit juice. It's a funny
thing how one can accept the menu around here. Bob says that the meals he buys
were far inferior to the one we brought him. Most of the ppople just eat the food
without many favorable comments and complain like hell if one meal is wrong. We
probably do the same thing. The truth &f the matter is that the majority of the
people are eating a far better and superior diet than they ever had. The Japanese

don't use butter much so when theyput it out this evening, we took about two cubes

and brought it home. Bette made some delicious toast soaked with melted butter and
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covered with blackberry jam(courtesy of the mess halls also.)

Some funny fellow put a sign in our labine today: "For Japs only'. Niggers
use the ditchi"™ I tore it down. I have seen little outward race prejudice among
the residents here so far, but they definitely hold bias against certain colored
groups. I understand that the caucasian people in Arizona draw the color line very
close=-applying to Negroes, Indi;;s, end Mexicans. In Phoenix, therllegroes are not
even allowed to enter theaters or bars. Race prejudice works two ways. If a group
feels superior and another minority group acts submissive, the feeling is bound to
become more intensified and accepted. I doubt if' the Nisei around here will get
that submissive attitude which I have noticed among the Negro workers here. We have
been used to the greater freedom of California and the majority of the group would
not be so ready to accept the attitudes of inferiority, althdugh there is a consid-
ereble amount of personality complexes in the group. But the basis for it is'a
little d&ifferent. Prejudice against the J.,anese arose in large part from economie
competition. The Japanese arose beyond the level of a ready available labor force
to be exploited, whereas the Mexicans and Negroex in this state are still in a
submerged status. The histrpy of the ggiental in this country is much shorter
and they have never accepted any belief of racial infleriority in spite o% the race
diseriminations. Sometimes in the past; I have hated myself for being born a Jap,
but I was never ashamed of my ancestry nor did I consider myself as coming from an
inferior group. The feeling arose largely out of the economic rebuffqI received in
and effort t» find a job in the American scene.

éi:?here is a Chinese grocer in Casa Grande who does not hate the Japs here. He

is willing to sell flowers and foodstuffs at costs to the residents for special

events. ~he man speaks Spainish and gets a Zarge business from the Nbxicani}:>

It does seem a little inconsistent that our war aims conflicts wibth what is
carried on in this country in many states. Evacuation &f the Japanese is just one
small, but importany part of it. The problem of our 13 million Negro population is
much larger. No lénger can we even thing of the rifht of those millions of Negro

citizens as the all impprtapt problem. It extends beyond our country to cover over
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a billion people in the world who belong to colored races.<:§g\we are in a

struggle for freedom against the vicious influences of fascisﬁ, how can we

justify this to these colored people when thepe has been little indication

that the white races are ready to discord the fallacy of white superiority?

and the treatment of colored minorities in this country, cean be made into propa-
ganda against our war aims. Treatment of colored peoplé in this country is directly
connected to our "aim" to free the colored people abroad. It would be sheer ignor-
ance to deny this connection as many Americans choose to do. India, “ussia, and
China--our allies-yet will the caucasian people and nations be ready after the war:
to apply the provisions of the Atlantic Charter to them or will there be an attempt
of U. S.--Eng. to police and rule the world after this conflict? If the ideals of
the Atlantic Clarter are carried through it certainly will make a difference to the
Negroes, Mexican, Japanese, Chinese and other non-caucasian groups living in this
gountrye.

I still do not consider this a racial war where arrogant white supremacy is
oppossed to the exploited colored groups of the worldmsimply because there are white
skirned people on each side-and also yellow skinned people for thatmatter. It boils
down to a confliet of idealogies. But at the same time our democratic idealogy is
by no means perfected and the problem of expléitation of the colored people is not

to be ignored. The trouble with many of the Nisei is that they too easily accept
" tha idea of a racewar without thinking of the wider and more fundamental issues.
So far the Allies have said little aobut race policies in the war aim. I think
that what Pearl Buck had to say in her latest book which I read at Tanforan hits
the nail right on the head:"let Americans be sure of this-unless we can declare our=
selves wholly for Democracy now and d@ away with prejudice against colored people,
we shall lose our chance to makethe world what we want it to be; we shall lose ewen
our place in the world, whatever our military victories are. For most of the people
in the world today are colored.™ Well, its a good ideal to fight for anyway--the battle

for democracy.. Maybe history will point out that this is a war only to preserve the
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status quo, and the fighff for democracy is only to apply to the white races. If
thet is the case, there is no difference ?rom the Faseist war aims which worships
nationalism and racial championism. Maybe we had better clean our wm house before
reforming the rest of the world. Bﬁht this is talking the extreme pessimistic view.
Things just can't be the same after this war is over. There are great social ghanges
in the air, changes which will affect the lives of all of us.

When it comes right down %o it, sometimes selfish individual gains are disguis-

ed under the cloak of war aims. I was talking to one of the causasian workers today-

<)
Joe. He is a native of Arizona. When the WRA first announced that there would be a

Jap colonJy here, they raised a big protest and dideverything in their power to prevent
it. But it has meant & lot of busiﬁess to the town of Casa Grande and many of the
" men are now working here. Joe says thatmthe people yet think that this is a sacrifioce
ond their contribution to the war effort, but they know "damm well that they are
making a hell of a profit out of the whole‘dealfu The whole thing holds true for tle
farmers of this state. There has been such a lebor shortage that now they want the
*Japs" to help harvest the crops. 0 M Lassen,state chariman of the U. 3. Dept. of
Ag. War Board, stated in e Phoenix paper last week that the use of volunteer workers
from here is the only sélution of the serious farm labor shortage in this state and
he guestioned the use of white 1abors in the genstruction work here." It appears tery
stranze that Japanese in the location camp are not being used for certain work in
their own center-a method that would thereby relieve many American employees now
working there, and badly needed to harvest the crope.
:‘Mr. Henderson, who alsorheads the Employment Division here, told me this

afternoon that apparently the cotton growers have put the pressure on the army and

from tomorrow on, the State of Arizona will no longer be a ﬁ?&t of military zone #le

Next week he is going to start sending out volunteer eotten pickers soon, the growers
will lost a 280,000 acre crope. The provisions are not b0 bad. Farm labor prices
in this state is not as high as in California-running about 40-45¢ lper hour.

Pickers will be given about $1.23 per 100 1lbs. and Henderson estimated that an
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average picker could do about 200plus 1lbs a day. But the WRA will not take out for
room and board or for dependents so that the $3.00 will be clear profit. The former
policy was to take $20 a month for room and board and additional for each dependent.
For the unskilled workers around here, this is a chance to make some money as they
will be ddne hard labor at $12.00 per month in the fields if they worked within the
project. The plan is for the pickers to commute to work from here.

The general séatiment is, therefore, to use the evacuees now, in short, we are
welcomed now. Isn't this chiefly an economic reason??

The Phoenix paper advocates the use of Japanese farm labor in a very patriotiec
editérial: MThere seems to be no valid reason why they can't be useds But it should
be done strietly on a volunteer hasis. This country does not employ forced labor.
And those Japanese given employment should be paid the same wage paid any other
workers.

"Our war is against the Japanese in the Pacific war theater. Not against
those who are citizens of this country. Those here have beéen evaduatéd from'wvital
miligary areas for purely strategic reasons. And it must be admitted that among the
Japanese so evacuated there must be many who are loyal citizens; Many Americans
born Japanese are serving in our armed forces and there must be many others down
at locations who are just as anxious to serve our country in one way or another.

If the army has valid reasons for refusing to permit such Japanese to work in non-

military areas, well and good. But objections from other sourcescshould not stand

as a bar."

Tnis afternoon Bob took us down to camp one in one of the WRA cars. When we
got to the sentry bos, we were supprised to be challenged and asked for a passe Bob
said that he was taking us down to see Smith. He was just on the verge of turiing
back when the sentry told us to proceed but "when you come back, I want you to show
me a pass from Smith."" Bob got quite worried as he theoretically is not. supposed to
be driving a WRA car. We looked around for Henderson, as Bob thought that he could

straighten the matter out. We did not know that travel between the two camps was
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not allowed. And the sentry was a little cross tempered. He has to sit for two hours
under a makeshift hut halfway between the two camps, and it gets pretty hot. Fortunately
for us (we had visions of walking back) we ran into Mrss Smith and since she had
been looking for me, she gave us a pass back to the other camp. I don't know what
the reason for this latest restriction is. The army opportunity want to keep a tight
rein on the Japs, which is at cross purposes with the policy of the WRA. Anyway
on the way back, Bob gave the new sentry the pass to look on. He asked Bob if he
had left the duplicate with the previous gumrd and Bob answered "yes" quick as a
flash,.(The army wants one to keep sn the{&‘files) So the sentry let us through. It
was a narrow shave; I had visions of walking those four hot miles back to our camp.

Emiko, Bette and Tom went to visit some of the Japanese who had lived in
Vallejo. Most of those Japanese who worked in the Navy laundry that delivered to
Mare Island are still interned and will be for the duration. Just a flew of the
older women were left "free" to come here. Bette heard several rumors that there
would be a camp 3, 4, 5, here, but there is no basis of faet to these stories
although the rumor is persistent.

Bob and I wandered into the Ed. Dept. over in Camp #1 and I was amazed to see
Mr._Blaisdell_director of the "I" house in Berkeley there. Blaisdell is working
for the WRA for three months as a consultant in the educeticn division. He is

very much interested in seeing what can be done for the college age Nisei and is

going around visiting the various camfs and also contacting state educations. In

-

Tule and Manzanar, e fairly good progrem has been set up in conjunction with H. Cep
s. F, J. C., Sacto. Je C.,and L. A, City College. Extension courses and a vocational
plan has been set up and the state will asmume some of the cOsté. In this camp,
conditions are a little different. Arizona so far has refused to put up money for
higheér education. If they continue to do so Blaisdefkpelieves that Calif. will

come to the rescue. He wanted to contact a group of students here but I told him
that I could not round them up very easily since I am so new here myself. Blaisdel

hopes that the STudent Relocation Committee will be able to get a government subsidy
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to send the Nisei to inland umiversities. They have $35,6OO and have taken care

of 60 students so far. About 2500 Nisei have signed up. Joe Omochi was with with
Blaisdel when we walked in. He is the legzal advisor here; in his late twenties.

Joe said that he knew Mg;iko when he was going to Hadtings Law College, in S. F.

Also met Mr. Yihanda, an Issei, who is supposed to be Veg& liberal. He is also

a legal advisof here. Yohanda graduated from U. C. in the Ag. department and later
went on to take a law course. For a number of years, he was a legal consultant to
an association of Japanese farmers around Fresno. We all went over to the canteen
to have a coke. Emiko, Bette and Tom joined us there, We ran into Verlin Yamanoto.
He is oneof the "Y" Christian boys and is an xray technician at the hospital. Yazo
Baba(S. F.) was with him, His brother is ome of the dootors here also. As Turlock (2)
he was one of the politicians and I understand that he is going in for politics here.
Tad Sugiyema is also around as his brother is one fo the doctors. He was at U. C.

last term. I don't know if there are many more Bay Area people around, but I seem

to bump into some each day;:>

I took Emiko up to the Hospital so that she could talk to the Caucasian Medical

Director about the possibility of getting on as an dental assistant when the hospital
is opened in this camp. Dr. Sleath told her to leave her name, but he could promise
nothing. He said that the experienced workers would be taken first, but there was

a good chance thst other workers would be needed to train and break into this line

of work.,

Pr. Sleath said that there was a lot of sickness in camp. The hospital in
camp one is like one of the barracks, only it is nice and cool inside with its air-
conditioning system. The doctors around here get cars to drive as the distances are
rather great. The main hospital in this camp will not be completed until the middle
of next month. Sleath said that four doctors were temporarily located in a recreation
hall in block 73. “hen the new hospital opens, it will have a 200 bed capacity.
fhﬂ doctors right now are overwor¥ed, but they are definitely planning to give

weekdy checkup to expectant mothers. Baby formulas are now available at the various
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mess halls and Sleath believes that the health of the evacuees is going to inerease
tremendously in the next few years.

When we got back into the Ed-Employment Housing building, Mrs. Smith came in
and she said that she had been lookiﬁgfor me :

"As you know we have a serious housing problem. Most of our social problems
right now will arise out of this condition. I have been talking to Mr. Henderson
and he definitely believes that a social worker is needed to help make some of the
adjustments. So how would you like to go to work on Monday as a social worker in
the Housing dept. under Mr. Henderson? Later on you can shift to the Community

Service Directors depts T am sure that when he is appointed, he will see that a

need arose for a social worker so he won't mind if we go ahead and appoint you."

”HfoSo just like that out of a blue sky, I am to go to work as a social worker

at lastl It made me feecl pretty good. I don't kmow if I will be a flop at it now
that the chance has finally amrived, but at least I will have the chance and that
is all that T akk for.QZMrs. Smith will act as my advisor as well as Mr., Henderson
and she believes that I may have to arrange to go to camp 1 part of the day to
handle some of the housing problems there. I kmow the first problem that I will
tackle already. My ownll Henderson tod@ me last night that I would probably get
a place in the 40's blocks as soon as they are finished. These are located south
of the watertower Butte and quite a waj from the proposed adminigtration buildinge.
The high school will be nearby as well as the fire department. And lienderson said
that the civie center would be located in block 42 so that we will not be so far
away from the center of things if we move:down there. Our housing problem is
nothing compared to some of those families that are living together. At least

we are alone now,

Anyway, on Monday, I will have two jobs to pick from: Social worker and personal
worker in empléyment. Naturally social work will be the ehoice.I guess I will have
to go to bed early on Sunday nite so I won't be late for work the first day

Bob and I met Mr. Henderson outside and we talked for a while, Henderson

will not be a hard man to work for; he is human. He pulled us around the corner
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to tell us some astonishing confidential news. Mrf. Smith has handed in his
resignation as the project director due to the lack of a free b::S; here as he
was promised. ~'here has been considerable conflict with the Army and Henderson
said that if they clamp down too much, he would also resign. (éé;was just going
to borrow money fP®m the bank as a down payment on a house to bring his family
into, but has piven up this plan to see what develops. Bob and I wondered how
this would affect our study as it was with the approval of the projeect director
that we came here since he was so cooperative. Bob went to Casa Grande to wire Pri.
Thomas the news this evening. Henderson said that Smith was giving up a $7500 a
year job and his resignation would also mean that he would be out of the Soil
Conservation Service. At the time Smith was tramsferred to the WRA in April, he
was the Assistant Regional “onservator of Region 8. He was formerly in the U.. S,
Forest Service. Smith was a graduate of Amherst College and the Yale Forest School.
Also served in the 1lst world war, as a 2nd lieutenant.

Henderson also told me a 1little about Ms.8mith. She was born in N. Y. eity
and got her AB at Cornell and Phd. at Yale in Anthropology. For the past few

k)

years she has taught anthropology at U. of New Mexico and made rstudies of the

American Indians. What a contrast to the WEA men at Tanforani/:>

Bob drove us around camp #1 before we came home. It is not as biz as ours.
The camp runs east-west between the canal and the dyke for about a mile, but.if is
only one-fourth of a mile in width. Camp #1 is divided into three sections with a
firebreak of about 50 ¥ards between each section. The milifary area is located at
the very beginning, and their barracks are distinguished by green tile roofss instead
of Bhe red. Blocks run east-west in number, v
The administration building and the hospital,gé‘located in the first block.
Then there is a vacant block. In bloek three there is a postoffice that is handling
all of the mail for both camps at présent. On the other side of the first firebreak
ia block 4, the new~EPddist church is located and it will be dedicated tomorrow.

-

The canteéen is located in the following block. In block 6, the library is located.

Across the second firebreak in block seven the Christian church is located. Nancy
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says that 80% of this center are Buddhists, bl that seems a little high.

Going back to the top with bloek 18, there is a warehouse region. Then some
vacant lots and rec. areas. Block 13 has the fire department, school office, employ-
ment office, and some social halls. The schools mey be in bloek 10, although there
is nothing there yet.

Going back to the top, block 19 has more warehouses. The rest are resident
buildings with occasional club rooms. There are twenty seven square blocks, nine
in a row, in oamp 71, housing some 54306 plus people. All ditches have been filled
and it is much more organized than ours. The rec. dept. has already started several
athletic leagues there. The advance workers went there on July 22, while our eamp
did not open until a month later.

By the time we got back to our camp we were exhausted so we all flopped down
on our beds, Emiko has a new formuls for keeping cool at 100degrees. She gets into
my bathrote,cwears her blue socks and lays on the bed reading a "True Confession"
magazine, all the while nibbling cheese crackers. She was so embarrassed when I
caught her reading a "True Confession" magezine. She came back with a statement
that 1,300,000 people in this country regutarly read it so why shouldn't she. And
here T thought that she was going to read the "Autoblography of Lincédn Steffins"
pextl

ifter it got cool, we walked around our camp. It was a baking evenirg and all
the people were sitiing out in bunches in front of their barracks or else out walk-
ing. We stopped a while to listen to the Hawaiin Japanese fellasplay on their/giatars.

Then we walked way to the unoccupied end of camp. OSome fellows were out there
stealing lumber that they hauled home on their home made carts. They haven't put

any guards way out on that end of the camp yet and since people do not occupy these

barracks yet it is pretty dark. t:>

Camp #2(Butte cemp) is much larget than the Canal camp-zbout 7 mile longer and
twice as wide. Tts distinguishing feature is the lange wooden watertower on the Butte.
We have severaj buttes surrounding us, and the residents hike up therecduring the

cool of the evening. The highest one(twin peaks) is the most poplular, but the admin-
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istration has asked the people not to go up there as they have done ;pot of blasting

up there and there is a danger that somebody may kick in-a loese dynamite stick and
blow himself upe.

The high school and Fire dept. will be located(late)just below the water tower
Butte. They have = new red firetruck for this camp, but no permanent home for it yete.
%hese ere four square blocks located in various areas of the camp which will be used
for recreation areas later. Our cantben is locgted abdut two blocks from us in
block 58. Employment office end Housing have temporily moved down to block # 47,

The newspaper is just one block away. Ihings are still unsettleddin our 50
séunre block camp and a lot of the. activities and buildings are yet to be built.

The main administration center will eventuslly be located in block 70«

“eptember 13, 1942--Sunday

We were 8ll up late last night so that we slept until after nine-thirty. I
woke up first end turned on the radio, but all I could get was a lot df static. So
I went and took a-shcﬁer. Afterwards I washed my jeans and then I had to lay around
in bed reading "Lincoln Steffins" because I had to wait until my pants &ryed. Bob
and Mr. Henderson dropped in so we told them that we would set a plate for them. So
we went to the messhall and got two plates for "two sick broghers”. <§?ey waited for
us and amused themselves by reading fumny booksi:>

After they left, I went over to see Ken and had a couple of houes chat!
with him. Ken wante to go into the army form hére in spite of the fact that he has.
a wife and dependents. He figures that this is the only pésitive way that the Nisel
cen prove themselves as Americans. After talking it over with his wife last March,
he went to the draft board and had them change his classification to 1A and he
volunteered. But on the morning he was to report(April 13) ﬁhe order came to defer
all Wisei. Ken wrote to his Congressman, and he was told that the Nisei would be
taken after all the Japanese were relocated.

Since he is 36 years old, Ken feels that he has lost time already. He is will-
ing to go anytime, enyplece, and in any capacity. Heks even willing to empty old
latvine pails as long as they give him a chance eventually. <g;n feels that & lot of
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the Nisei are not sincere in whati they say and they don't want to go into the army,
feeling that it is no use. He believes that they listen to the Issei voice too muoh
a voice that is gtill strong. Ken says that most of the ¥sei think of Japan in

terms of whet they knmew in their youth. But times have changed. His father-in-law
went to Japan for this reason but he could not stand the conditions and he came back
convinced, that the American way was better. But he is now in an internment camg;:>
Ken feels that relocations is a bip job, but the war is more importent. Denying

the Nisei a chance in the Army is the greatest black eye this country has and it
negates all advances made by the negro groups. Ken says that he wants to be in the
army, not for selfish reasons, but because he believes in certain things.(ii thought
that he was very sincere in what he was sayings /lready, he has received an
anonymous letter for him to lay off editorials like "Is mess internment unfair?" He
believes that i*’is en Issel clique that is out to discourage the more liberal Nisei
upon threat of violence. "They can't see the forest for the tree, and they are only
harming themselves by ranting against America. They should keep quiet and realize
that it is the Nisei future that is importent right now and if we lose out, every-
one doses. Even a lot of Wisel are feeling this way because they lost e little money
during evacuation.l He2d man, this thing is greater than that." Ken is waiting'for
the day that he goes into the army.” He said it without heroics and in full sincerity

and I have no reason to douhit his word.

Ziié?iko and Bette were a little touchy today and flared up on several occasionse

Tt must be the heat., Emiko and Tom had an argument over the Cheez-its. Tom went
to the canteen and bought a box. He wouldn't give her any because she ate too many
of the others.etec, etec. Emiko got burnt up and she said that she would not give
Tom anything when she bought something. But by this evening they cooled off and
Tom geve her some which she accepted. They said that Nanoy was over and Bob also
while I was out this evening.

I missed them since I went over to pay Tad Suglyema a visit. His brother is

g dentist and another a doctor and I met them also as well as a whole bunch of nurses

and people working in the hospital. This crowd is supposed to be the ultra-ultra of
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the Nisei society, but they seemed ordinary enough to me. A bunch of the fellows
were playing a smell game of poker so T talked to Ben Obate. He is a U. C, graduate
and has teken one year post. graduate work in Finance. He is in the accounting div-
isions of the Supply department here. I told him about the high school and thought
he could get in if he talkéd Sawyer into offering a course in sccounting. Ben thinks
that he could teach commerciel lew so I urged him to go see the Ed. dept. tomorrow
and he was very interested. Ben took me around and introduced me to a lot of the
"young professional people” but I don't recall many names. Afterwards he took me to
a party(birkhday for Yuki) and I met a lot more of them. There were about 26 Nisei
present, most of them connected with the hospitel-We had refreshments, played games
and danced a little. It was like any other Nisei group only they were not so
extremely conservative in expressing themselves and they laughed easily without any
inhibitions. There was one girl I did not like because she jabbered in Japanese
most of the evening. These people are all from the Turlock{hssembly center and they
are gradually woring themselves into the hospital in this camp against the oppostion
of the Tulere group.

Frenk Kaku was one of the interesting fellows there. He is a Kibei but speaks
good English. Rather gulet st first. He went to Japan when he was 13 and cam back
when he was 20. e is now 24. In Japen he spent a couple of terms at Wasida Univ.,
but does not wish to go back to Japan until "they change the government." Frank
was in the U. S. Army for 8 months and then diéchargsd last February. He was station-
ed at Fort Lewis in Washington. Frank claims that the officers and soldiers gave
them a good sendoff and "The éoldiers raksed much a fuss about @dismissing the Japanese,
that they only kicked out half of us." He was pretty bitter aboub it, but he now

feels that he would go into the army again if they took the Japanese in. Frank is
in charge of one of the firemen groups here and he supervises their training. He

may apply for the Navel Intelligence training progrem in Savage, iisconsing

Well, tomorrow I go to work so will have to sleep warly. /;>>
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September 14, 1942--Monday

. The alarm went off at 7:00 o'cloeck but C. K. went sleeping merrily along. Bette
erawled out of bed and woke me up end told me to go to work. A thought ran through
my mind: "Yes, I'm to be a social worker today." It was still dark. The air was
stifling hot last night so that I was pretty restless and did not sleep well. And
Emiko and Bette kept disturbing me because they were scared of the crickets they
pounced on their beds. Every ten mimites or so they would jump out of bed and turn
on the lights because their imaginations were working overtime ﬂbbout insects crawling
on theme This went on until the wee small hourse.
<<;bout 7:15 I finally exerted enough energy to crawl out of bed, sleepy as hell,
The rest of them were sleeping so peacefully that T was almost tempted to wake them
up in revenge for last night. But I went to the showers instead and cooled off. It
was very invigorsting. By this time I was feeling a little hungry so I decided to go
to breakfast, for the first time since arriving in this heat hole. We had toast,
butter, and cheese, which was not very appetizing se I brought a lot home for the kidé;>
Around 7:45 I started out for work. There was nocbody in the office yet. The
workers must report for wérk Japanese style around here. None of the caucasian super-
visors were around. The housing and employment office is located in one of the empty
barracks. Two thirds of it is taken up by the housing divisions end the other third
by the employment office. <€ée timekeeper is alsc located in this ﬁuilding. The supply
office was also here until they moved next d002;> About 20 people work in employment

end 30 in housing. Things were very slow this morning and everyone sat around taking

it =asy. <é?1y a few Issei came in this morning for housing sdjustments. 4 lot of

the kids hanging around were baggage workers, but since most of the luggage had
been deliwered, they sat around very bored or else went next door to play a game of
poker. Some of the typists in the housing dept. have had ﬁothing to do for several
days, so that they bring books and magazines to reade Nancy is supposed to be the
informeticn clerk here, but she has to handle the lost and found as well as the dead

letter department. She was very bored so she read a book. “he administration setup

here is not very satisfactory. They have to split their time between two camps so
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that we rarely see them in this camp;/>>

. ,M,f(f‘ A fellow by the name of Frank Sakamoto, who is the Central Block Mangar, and
Harry Miyoki seem to be doing most of the rumning around. They were formerly
commissioners at Tulare, acting as the liasion officers between the administration
and the councils Frank goes around with a delf important air. Hé says that he was
the leader of the grouprthere and when he came here he was forced to take over the
leadership because the people expected it of him, <gen says that Frank kow-tows too
much and he is one of the gruaups who wanted to petition to get Smith oute. Smith
is going out all right but for another reason::>

T was sitting in the office waiting for MNr, Honderson when Frenk came overe.

He made it appear as if he were putting me to work upon his recommendations. I just
told him that Mrs. Smith and Mr. Henderson had already assigned me. Frank said that
he would have &o write a memo requesting me so I let him have his fun. Frank is
in charge of housing changes and he wants me to handle some of the soocial problems
arising out of them. He said that Doris was a hard worker, bu@th;Tssei resented her
attitude end they complained th#t she was too sharp with them. The root'of the
trouble may be that they think she is fresh because she speaks to them in English.
Nanecy said that Doris did not speak Japanese very well. I can see that I will be
in for the same &ifftéulties. The people here are very Japanesy. Frank says that
807 of the Issei don't speak ?nglish in this camp, but the figure seems a little

high.

<<Ef the middle of the morfning they moved the housing defba down one building

and turned the emptied one all over to the employment service. This deﬁifﬁis
expecting a big rush for sign ups in cot#®n picking and thy needed the additional
space. The rush did not materialize today as far as I could see::>

After lunch I got to see Mr, Henderson for a moment and he toék me over to see
¥r. Hughes to put my work order through as a,gocial worker supervisor at $19 a month.
T don't know what my title meens as he diseppeared for the rest 67 the day. He did

say someting sbout me having a private office and a gseoretary. Now that I am

gixed up, I don't know where and how to start. I went up to see Mrs. Smith but she
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was busy and I did not speak to her very long. <§vident1y the Smiths are definitely
going to resign as she was telling some of the people to see Mr. Henderson next
week;;>T was fairly angious to get started bub I have to get some of my duties defined.
It sure makes me feel fp in the air. What I hope to do is to get a couple of Nisei

to work with me and maybe I can give them some hints on technique. Mr. Sawyer
stopped me for a moment and asked me if I still wanted to teach in the high school.

I thought about the two choices last night and decided for social work so I akked
him to withdraw my application.

<<§arl moved way out to the 72 block with another couple. He and Mimi were

getting fed up with the Yomasaki's because they ate up all his stuff. The other
day he got $2300 worth 8f stuff at the canteen and they finished &t up for him in

one daye.

Emiko was not feeling so well again. She asked Bette to hand her the medici ne

and the crackers and Bette told her to get it herself. Emiko blew up and she got
mad at Begte and Tom. This evening they wererreal palsy-walsy so I guess it is all
over. I think that the heat here puts their nerves on edgerand they have not ad=
justed themselves to the camp yet. We kmow very few people here and it is too hard
to do much visiting to those that we do kmow. Since the recreation program is not
underway yet there are no functions to attend. So they stay home mostly and read
magazines and books. This evening they took a walk to the top of the Butte with
Nancy. Tom for the third day in a row worked 6n a doll closet. He is not satisfied
yet. Jack is going to be awfully angry with him when he comes and finds out that
Tom has used a lot of the shoe nails for the doll house.

We had a disaster today. Nancy bounced on my platform outside and it broke.

Tomorrow evening I will have to put another leg in the center to brace it more. Fy nny

though-Bob with his 200 plus lbs. bounced on it and it did not break.

So ends my first day as a real social woker-still in the air:;>?
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September 15, 1942--Tuesday

<<Ef wasn't guite so hard getting up this morning altho T was pretty sleepy.

Emiko pulled her bed close last night because she wss so €idgety about the crickets
and bugse Maybe she has some reason. Helen Kimura lives out by the water tower
bluff. Last night her father got into bed and he felt something cold on his foot.
He jumped out to investigate and to his amazement he found a Piveinch scorpion there.
Fortunately, Helen's brother had sat on the bed a few moments before and squashed
the scorpion. He varnished: the thing and they are going to frame the evidence.

Helen also passed on a rumor. She said that all of the girls in her district
were very worried. They had heard that the blister bug raised a big bump, which
if broken, spreads and raises other blisters. Helen said it was true because one
girl got bitten on the face and it spread all over her face affer it broke. Now all
the girls out hereway are worried that their complexions are in great danger., Buch
are the hazards of this frontier lifel We are all shaking out our blankets tonight-
timid soulg that we arel/>>

I got a start on my work today, but things are still indefinite. It looks like
wey are stuck with the housing problem for a while and it is a head ashe., Mr. Handerson
sent me a memo to interview Heden Kimura and Butch Tomura as possible worker with me.

I got Nancy to send out a message to them but only Helen came in. “he was in the

Welfare Department at Tulare and has had four months of experience. <§§ Tulare, the
fas~

Sacial Welfare dep®h was well organized and they handled all sorts of social problem§;>>

I explained the setup here-that we would have to be in the housing depls temporarily

and try to get things organigzed when the Cormunity Service Director is appointed.

&

We really will be omrour own. ~he caucasian staff rarely comes around as

they spend most of their time in camp 1. Mr. Henderson has been bugy for the past
douple of days consulting with Fryer, Regional WPA Director, and big cotton
growers about gétting "Jap labor." Harry Miyoke does not believe that a big rush
will develop until this whole housing situation is cleared upe Frank and Harry

believe that the whole thing can be cleared up by opening up one extra block and
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giving families of four a separate apartment. They took a sample study and found
out that 207 of the families had four and 18% five members. From this sample, we
are to sssume that the average Japanese family is now four members. Block 40 and 41
already is reserved for the people of blocks 73 and T4. These latter blocks will
be used to house the families connected with the hospital staff. And the section
around us has been reserved for the Turlock people coming over from camp one. This
_means that block 39 could be used as a "cushion". This whole solution is based
upon a population of 270 per block instead of the present 200, Two blocks will be
reserved for the temporsry schools. We waited all day for Mr. Henderson to make
s decision on the podicy but he did not show up. All we could do was to take down
the request fof housing changes and not promise enything. Frank and Harry

Mujoko are planning to sele pull out and go into politics so that the whole thing

Gﬁf,--‘_.f,:,f.\_.' T 02

will be left in our laps. The above two are oankrel and assistant ec'tféi block

managers respectively. They were handling these housing ad justments only for a

. l . ¢
two weeks period andnow they want to leave it up To us.

The housing problem is a headache, The whole fault is that the blocks
from 441 to #28 are nowwhere near completion. The remaining blocks are overcrowded.
At least six people are located in most of the apartments and 7 and 8 in the larger
end ones. This means that families are put together into a single room. And this
is where the social problems begin. I got to listen to a few of them today. Mr Kﬁ
-ﬁh;:; wife and baby. They live with three stranéers of an&th?r family., Mr.

Eﬁg's wife is expecting another child next moanth. And Mr. éﬁiﬁs baby cties at
night so that the other family don't like them any more. Recently bitter feelings
have developed and Mr. Kim would like a separate apartment by himself since his
family will be four members next month. But there is no room so that they will have
to do the best they can for a while --- God knows how longe.

Mrs. G. lives in camp #l.. She wants to get divorced from her hubby.
Eventually she will go to thJ1iaxnar , but she doesn't want to be in the same

[Corpll ]

camp with him because she fears violence. She ¥nows a friend in this camphand
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wants to move over. I checked on this today and special permission was made for
.bhe move into this camp.
Mr. I. has four peopde in his family. They are living with a family of
three. Mrs. I does not like this family because they talk too much. They want a
separate place. I assured Mr, I thiak changes would be made as soon as new barracks
were available and a definite housing policy established.
Yr, S. has a mental case of a wife. He is ashamed to parade her off in
front of the family he is now living with. Mr, S. requests a separate apartment.
Mr. T. and family of four lives with Mrs. K's family of five. He thinks that
nine in one room is too much since they are all adults.
And so on -- we have over 40 of these cases now. I had difficulty with some
of them on the language part but Harry was there to help out. If the Issei have
to speak English, Fhey can do it.

2

Harry is an understanding sort of person and vitally interested in

.the people. He was born in Hawaii and came to the mainland in 1916. He speaks

Japanese to most of the people, but has a liberal education. He believes that one
of our tasks will be to get the Issei to recognize that America offers them more
now--even with evacuation -- than Japan will for many, meny years. He thinks that
the Issel think of Japan in terms of their youthful days there and don't realize
that there has been great changes and they they would not he able to adapé them-
selves to it. He thinks that they are meking a great mistake if they repatriotg
especially if Nisei children are involved. Harry is a firm believer in the J.A.C.L.
Harry believes that we all have to pitch in and make a success of this project.
He Ynows many of the Nisei and Issei who are "still taking a vacation". Harry
believes that now is the time for them to go to work, wspecially the large scale
Issei growers who have had experience in farming. Harry thinks they should be given
an equal chance in politics here if they recognize the fact that the Nisei wish to
remain in America. As for the Nisei, they have to recognize that many of the Issei

are bitter when they tell them that their U.S. citizenship has no value. The Nisei
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’mst take leadership.

Harry has attended several of the Issei meetings. He was particularly
disgusted with the one held several days ago when several of the Issei got all
excited about not being able to hold elective offices. They were quite worked
up about being shoved aside and rather cynical about the Nisei hopes to accomplish

{ated

anything. One man got up and he said: "We are the emperor's son. There is no

difference between Iisei and Nisei. We are all glorious Japanese. We have

H amets Dagraals)
' ni). The things that we should work on is to

improve the Japanese &thics. What we need is a Japanese school right away."

the Japanese spirit.

This aroused Harry so at the risk of being mobbed some dark night, he

got up and told the gathering that the Nisei would not attend these meetings if such
things were continued. He said that the Nisei would simply have to wal® out of such
meetings because they still had a lot of faith in the democratic way. e value
our citizenship to Americs and we must ask you to refrain from such emotional utterance
because it can only harm you and us as well." He told them that they should think
about it because the Issei and the Nisei must work tﬁgether for the walfare of this
comnunitye. "Onlyrunder the democratic way will the Nisei support the Issei so we
request that you conduct your meetings sccordingly," he said.

<§eorge K. was at that meetinzand he said that the Issei were taken aback
at such impudence at first, but they cooled down;> The political scene is developing
rapidly and the Issei definitely have their finger in the pfe. At the block
meetingg, the audience is chiefly of that g?oup with only a sprinkling of Nisei

members. The Issei resent the fact that they cannot hold elective offices and they

even sent a petition to the WRH asking for adjustments. <éﬁey have sent several

letters to Mr, Smith, who has informed them that he cen do little about a policy
set down by the "MRH. The focus of the politic;I action arises out of the block unit.
Right now the Turlock group in which I am at present located are alos conflicting
with the Tulere group for control, but they have few leaders with ability. Their

strongest leader is at present in los Angles taking a bar examination. Frank has
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been running back and forth trying to get them to recognize that more results will
.deri-:e from the Tulare leadership. He points out the fact that it was through

their leaders that the Tulare group received full allotment of elothing for four

months while the other assembly centers only received it for two or three months

at greatly reduced allotments. This seems to be a convineing factor to them and

Harry thinks that he has won their support. I don't know what Tulare leaders he

refers to as both he and Harry insist that they are through with politiﬁs;:>

“dej Every evening I see groups of Issei at some mess hall talking polities,
but I don't attend any of the meetings since I can't understnad what is being said.
But from their tone of voice and shaking of hands, it looks like they are quite
worked up emotionally about keeping their positions. Hccording to the Japanese
way, the father is boss no matter how old his children are and they pergig in trying
to extend this practice to the whole community life as they have done in the past,
A concession has been made to them with the proposed formation of an Issei Advisory

. Committee to "advise" the Community Council.

At present the various blocks occupied are engaged in forming a temporary
Community Council. The permanent Council will not be elected until this center is
filled sometime next month. One representative from each bdock will be selected
to get together and fulfill a two-fold purposes +to act as the advisor to the
Administration and to éake oare of the needs, problems, and desires of the people.
The wvarious blocks have been busy to get two peopie nominated as their representative,
one of whom will be elected for the Council. The Block Mansger cannot i%i for this
off'ice and nominees must be citizens over 21 years old. From what I have been able
to observe most of the interested Nisei in the center political scene are those who
took part in it at Tulare and Turlock. This camp right now is dominated by the Tulare
group. Later on four blocks will be filled by the Turlock group that will be
coming in from the Canal camp. And 3,000 more people will later come in from
another assembly center to fill up our campl This will mean thé dévelapment of

three factions which may develop into a dogfight and a mess of gfékty jealousies
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and politics in the attempt to win control.

@

BPeptember 16, 1942--Wednesday

abt night was one of thess stifling warm evenings. The sky was clear,
full of shining stars, but the air was so heavy. It was very difficult to sleep.
<:E; all read until after 1:00 o'clock. Emiko was tired out from ironing, etc. all
day so she went to sleep first. I told Tom to sleep end I was not aware that he
continued to read until 1:30 in the dim light. My lamp is located over my head
and it does not refleet 3% much of a light across to his bed against the wall. :
did not want him to read too much in such a bad light. Tom read a whole book
yesterday (one of Tom Swift books). It was the first time that he has ever read a
book in one sitting. e was starting on the second book of the series when I
made him stop. The kids have been bothered by the weather and they have been staging
indoors for most of our two wecks here. There is little recreational activity going
.on and the only thing that they can do during the he=at of the day is to read or go
to the Canteen. At present the opportunities for them to make new friends are
limited. I am getting used to the heat and don't mind it so much because I am

LIS

working now and have something definite to do,>>

YuD(;? Bette and I read until about midnight. It was still toowarm for us to sleep

so we just started to talk. Bette definitely dislikes this place, but she wanted to
assure me that she did not hold me to blame for bringing the family here. <§Pe was

a little worried about how pop and mom would react if they found the heat unbearable
for their health. Bette tggught tﬂ:y they may hold me to blame. We still haven't
heard from the family yet. Tanforan is already in the process of being emptied out

and T have been a little worried lately that the family may be sent to Utah in the

confusion of thinmi;>

S \
Ann

WLF;) Bette misses her friends very much. She kept reminascing about her friends
el

at Tanforan and sbout the different boys she had a ecrush on. She wished that we
hed stayed at Tenforan and gone with the group %o Utah. She wondered if I could

arrange this. I told her that if she found it impossible to make adjustments, I
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would try but it was rather latef to change our minds. Bette originally voted to
. come here, but she says that the people in this center are so Japanese and they look
at her funny when she acts like an American. "Gosh, you would think that it was
a disgrace to be an smerican from the way they look at you. You can't say anything

about being an American here because they think you are fresh. I just don't like

the people here."

<g;ile in Vallejo, Bette was about the only Nisei and she went around

solely with her caucasian friends. But when she got to Tanforan she was thrown in
among the Japanese group. 8he never had a steady group. She never had a steady
boyfriend in high school and when all the boys at Tanforan made a big fuss over her, she
became e little "boy crazy." Suddenly she was removed from that environment and shifted
into this one where she has to start all over again. But school has not yet started
so that she is at present bored and she has a lot of time to think about her happy
experiences at Tanforan. However, behind all this is her desire to get back into a
.normal American community. She would like to go back to Vallejo so much' and take
up her life there once more among her many friends. Bette has a way of making
friends easily and it will not teke her long to re-adjust herself here -- even if
the Nisei are "Japanesy" as she thinks. She has already lost almost a year in
school so that she will not get out of high school for a year and a half yet.
After that, we may be sble to arrange it for her to ro out to school so that she
dan train to be a nurse, an ambition she has had for several years.\\
From my talk with Bette, I can forsee that there will be other instances
fal
in which there will be an inference that I brought them into this heet hole. After
all, I didn't request that the whole Japanese population be evacuated away from the
Pacific Coast. Bette and I were still talking at 2:30 when Emiko woke up so we had
to shut up in order that she could get some sleep. <E£ey slept all morning and lonféd
around most of this afternoon;>
. For myself, it still will be a difficult personal adjustment. I resent

the "Jap" attitude even more intensely than either Emiko or Bette, but I have to
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retain a strong positive viewpoint towards this whole thing. The people are def-
initely more Japanesy here, but I am still in the initisl flush of enthusiesm so
I feel that I can overcome a lot of the handieap. I may develop a hate towards
this place -- it is not unlikely.
<g; got news from Tenforan today. Emiko was quite happy becsuse she
got eight letters. The Totel staff also sent us letters. The bigrest news was
that Taro and Yuki announded their engagement the other day so that their time was
not wasted after 21l. They were thinking of getting married there but things were
so hectic over the rush of the final edition and the pending movement that they
decided to wait until they got to Ut=h. Tall, time was not wasted for them at
Tanforan.
The fellows have been working hard on the final edition -- right to the
end -- buf it looks like they won't get the 26 pages that Bob and I planned.
. ' Fred H. left with the advance group to Utsh and Ben says that the study will
be suspended at Utsh officially although they will continue on the work if possible:>>
Butech Tamura came in for his interview todsy and he will start to work
in the morning, I still have to arrange for work orders for him and Helen. Butech
is 33 yeers old, with a family, and he handled a lot of the personal business matter
for the Issei ab Tulare. Both appear very efficient and they probably hav;:%bre
experience than I have among the Japasnese. They know the group here and we are going
ﬁo tyy and get the Tulare files so that a lot of the cases will not have to be
done ewe all over,again. Naturally Helen and Butch are a little proud of their
sociel welfare department at Tulare and they have been trying to get me to bring
the whole bunch fhat they had at Tulare. I told them that I had ne authority to
do this and that our status was very indefinite ybt. If we can develop some sort

of en organiaation, we can shift over to the Community Service Division easier when

.the Director is appointed. It is a little embarrasing to have Henderson recognize me

as the supervisor and he sent mp a memo today asking me to take care of cases recuesting

a leave from this ceﬁfer to go out and join rel-tives not in any relocation center.
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man,
.It appears that we will be taking care of nene{r of the problems that Mrs. Smith

has been handling. If she leaves next week, the whole thing will be dropped in our

laps. Right now we mre still working on the housing problems, but we will have to

expand from there. <§éey seem to think that there is some deep plot on the part

of the administration to hold the "good jobs" for those Nisei that they favor.

I walked in on them at this point and they shut up. Looks like a bit of trouble

ahead but I think that it will iron itself enough if I emphasize the Point that we

are all going at this thing together. The Tulare people seem to think that

they have an option on all of the jobs around here and they don't like outsiders breaking
into their domain. They will have to get over this provineisl mindedness. They

Yne of

definitely want the Center Manager of Tulare to come here and take over.
the Tulare clique came in today and told Harry that "Smith was not big enough for
the job as center manager and he should be repladed." These people seem to forget
. that their are other groups than Tulare in the center.>

Nancy ceme rushing over to tell me that Adgﬁic had mentioned me in his new
book ™hat's Your Name?" and she was so thrilled., I thought she was talking about
the mention in the cemp paper so I acted very casual about it. I read Admmic's
book but I must have skipped over that particular paragrsaphe <g;e and the girls are
now squealing in hysterics over the game called poince. Tom is on the sidelines
kibitzing and her sister is reading those funnybooks.:>

Mr, Fryer who has been here in the pust few days has requested that a count
he made of the residents to see if they are adl present. There wilzfg; daily roll
call, but a notice has been sent out to the block managers of both camps to prepare

a weekly census roll, accounting for all of their people in the block, The Army

requests it.
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