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Admi ni s t r at i ve .At t empt  t o For m Repr esent at i ve Commi t t ee 

Once t he Co- or di nat i ng Commi t t ee had r es i gned t he pr i mar y 

ai m of  t he admi ni s t r at i on was t o obt ai n anot her  l egi t i mat e 

r epr esent at i ve body. The r equi s i t e per mi ss i on f or  t hi s ar r i ved 

Apr i l  14 v Kven t hough an announcement  had been made on Apr i l  4, 

t he met hod pr epar i ng t he peopl e f or  t hi s act i on was not  par t i -

cul ar l y wel l  f or mul at ed at  t hi s t i me. Mr . Bl ack had suggest ed 

a mass meet i ng, t o announce t he mat t er  t o t he peopl e. Ot her  

member s of  t he Admi ni s t r at i on di d not  f avor  t h i s , bel i ev i ng 

t hat  a meet i ng wi t hout  quest i ons and di scuss i on woul d accompl i sh 

l i t t l e . 

un Apr i l  22, t he mat t er  was r e- announced t o t he pe opl e 

by way of  t he Newel l  St ar , Mr . Bl ack r e- expl ai ned t hat  bl ock 

del egat es wer e t o be el ec t ed who woul d t ake t he r es pons i bi l i t y of  

sel ec t i ng an Ar r angement s Commi t t ee who woul d make t he f i nal  

pl ans and super vi se t he el ec t i on of  t he per manent  commi t t ee. 

The admi ni s t r at i on di d ,fnot  wi sh t o pr esc r i be any met hod f or  

t he sel ec t i on of  t he bl ock del egat es ." Bl ack al so poi nt ed out  

t hat  t her e woul d be "no communi t y gover nment  wi t hi n t he Tul e Lake 

Cent er  s i mi l ar  t o t hat  whi ch ex i s t s i n t he r el ocat i on cent er " 

and t hat  t he per manent  r epr esent at i ves woul d ser ve onl y i n an 

advi sor y capac i t y . Thi s announcement  was accompani ed by t he 

t ext  of  Di l l o n Myer 1 s appr oval  of  t he f or mat i on of  a r epr esent at i ve 

gr oup. 

Af t  

er  t he publ i c at i on of  t hi s aut hor i zat i on, more t han 

t wo weeks passed whi l e t he admi ni s t r at i on wai t ed i n vai n f o r  
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t he s l i ght es t  evi dence of  i n i t i at i v e on t he par t  of  t he co l ony . 

F i nal l y t he admi ni s t r at i on "pr epar ed t o assume t he r es pons i bi l i t y 

f o r  pr opos i ng def i ni t e pl ans t o br i ng about  t he or gani zat i on of  

t he Repr esent at i ve Commi t t ee and t he est abl i shment  of  har moni ous 

and pr ac t i c al  wor ki ng r el at i ons hi ps wi t h i t  as t he r ecogni zed 

and o f f i c i a l  spokesman of  t he r es i dent s . " I t  was a cur i ous 

r ever sal  of  the November  s i t uat i on. I n November , t he Admi ni st r a-

t i on had exer t ed i t s e l f  t o t he ut most  t o i nh i bi t  and sl ow down 

t he devel opment  of  a r epr esent at i ve body. Si x mont hs l at er , 

when i t  st ood r eady t o wel come one wi t h open ar ms, t her e was 

no r esponse, un May 8 anot her  expl anat i on and pl an was pr i nt ed 

i n a spec i al  edi t i on of  t he Newel l  St ar . Di l l on My er 's i ns t r uc t i ons 

wer e r epr i nt ed. The ar t i c l e s t at es : "Ther e has been no sub-

s t ant i al  r esponse t o t he admi ni s t r at i on's i nv i t at i on t o pr oceed 

wi t h t he f or mat i on of  t he Repr esent at i ve Commi t t ee. Ther ef or e, 

i n a s pi r i t  of  hel pf ul ness and cooper at i on, t he admi ni s t r at i on 

i s pr epar ed t o assume t he r es pons i bi l i t y f o r  pr opos i ng def i ni t e 

pl ans t o br i ng about  t he or gani zat i on of  t he Repr esent at i ve' 

Commi t t ee." 

I t  was announced t hat  el ec t i ons woul d t ake pl ace i n each 

bl ock on May 22 t o sel ec t  t wo Bl ock Del egat es who woul d f or m a 

War d Counc i l . The War d Counc i l  woul d meet  on t he 25 and sel ect  

t he ar r angement s Commi t t ee, whi ch was t o make t he pr el i mi nar y 

pl ans f or  t he el ec t i on of  t he per manent  Repr esent at i ve Body. 

El abor at e pl ans wer e out l i ned t o pr epar e f or  t he el ec t i on 

of  May 22. The Bl ock Manager s wer e i ns t r uc t ed t o make f r equent  

announcement s and post  not i ces f o r  bl ock meet i ngs t o be hel d 

May 18 at  whi ch t i me nomi nat i ons f or  t he pr oposed Bl ock Del egat es 

wer e t o be made and a Bl ock E l ec t i o n Boar d sel ec t ed. The dut i es 



of  t he Bl ock E l ec t i o n Boar d and t he War d Del egat es wer e desc r i bed 

i n det ai l . 

Pear  t hat  agi t at or s mi ght  be el ec t ed t o o f f i c e was s t i l l  

f el t  by many of  t he member s of  t he admi ni s t r at i on. Thi s f ear  

had haunt ed t he admi ni s t r at i on f or  many mont hs and pr obabl y 
/  

del ayed t he pr epar at i ons f or  t he f or mat i on of  a r epr esent at i ve 

body dur i ng t he mont hs t hat  t he Co- or di nat i ng Commi t t ee was 

s t r i v i ng t o ext r i cat e i t s el f  f r om i t s unwel come dut i es . At  

t he l as t  meet i ng of  t he Co- or di nat i ng Commi t t ee Mr . Huycke had 

s ai d, i n r ef er ence t o t he el ec t i on of  a new bodyj  "I n some 

bl ocks t hey 'r e goi ng t o t r y t o put  up Dai hyo 3ha Kai  member s ," 

by whi ch he meant  t hat  t he st at us quo gr oup woul d at t empt  t o 

nomi nat e "ag i t at o r s . " Mr . Pr ov i nse, who sat  i n on t hi s meet i ng, 

r emar ked, "What  i f  t hey do?"l  I t  i s sai d t hat  Mr . Pr ovi nse exer t ed 

a cons i der abl e i nf l uence on t hose member s of  t he per sonnel  obsessed 

wi t h t he f ear  of  agi t at or s , among whom coul d be number ed most  

of  t he hi gh r ank i ng member  of  t he s t a f f . 

ATTI TUI ES OF THE KhiSI ILl MTS i &FORh THE, ELECTI ON 

However , i ns t ead of  pl anni ng t o obt ai n pl aces on t he body, 

t he l eader s of  t he under gr ound pr essur e gr oups wer e put t i ng al l  

t hei r  ef f o r t s i nt o an at t empt  t o make t he el ec t i on an ut t er  f a i l u r e . 

I n t hi s t hey r ecei ved t he act i ve or  pass i ve suppor t  of  most  of  

t he c o l oni s t s . 

, f K", whi l e bel i ev i ng t hat  a body ought  t o be f or med, 

poi nt ed out  t hat  any one who accept ed a pl ace on i t  st ood i n 

gr eat  danger  of  bei ng br anded an i nu. The kni f e edged pat h 

of  r es i s t i ng t he admi ni s t r at i on s uf f i c i ent l y t o gai n t he r espect  

and conf i dence of  t he peopl e and co- oper at i ng s uf f i c i ent l y t o 

�̂ i bi d. , May 17, 1944, p . 2. 



keep f r om bei ng t hr own i nt o t he st ockade coul d be t r avel l ed 

i n saf et y onl y by an ext r emel y abl e i ndi v i dual . And such i ndi -

v i dual s wer e not  i nt er es t ed i n t he o f f i c e. "K" was al so t he 

onl y i nf or mant  f r ank and wel l  i nf or med enough t o h i n t , al bei t  

c aut i ous l y , at  t he exi s t ence of  pr essur e gr oups wor ki ng agai ns t  

t he el ec t i o n. 

" I  know onl y a l i t t l e about  i t . I ' m not  sur e, but  I ' m 
af r ai d t hi s t hi ng i s goi ng t o cause a l i t t l e t r oubl e. Ther e i s 
a par t y opposi ng i t . The one who i s opposi ng i t , not  because 
he knows anyt hi ng about  i t , but  because he mer el y t ook a di s l i ke 
t o i t . He has some sor t  of  f al s e i mpr ess i on. He may t r y t o 
cause a l i t t l e t r oubl e. 

"Peopl e ar e not  ver y ent hus i as t i c about  i t . But  I  t hi nk 
t hat  a body ought  t o be f or med t o t r y t o co- oper at e wi t h t he 
admi ni s t r at i on and set  t hi ngs r o l l i ng har moni ous l y , y o u ' l l  
f i nd t he i s s ei  wi l l  t r y t o co- oper at e wi t h t he admi ni s t r at i on 
whet her  t hey l i k e i t  or  not . The n i s ei  wi l l  f a l l  i n wi t h t hem 
t oo. So event ual l y t hey ar e al l  goi ng t o be c al l ed i nu. 

"I t  woul d be best  i f  t he body st ood up and spoke f or  t he 
r i ght s of  t he J apanese, even i f  t hey ar e t hr own i nt o t he st ockade 
Then t hey ' l l  be i do l i zed. But  i f  he f a l l s i nt o l i ne , h e ' s 
goi ng t o be c al l ed a st ooge no mat t er  what  he does . 

"Mr . Best  must  r ecogni ze t he oppos i t i on. I f  t he peopl e 
(el ec t ed) have t he gut s t o st and up, O. K . But  i f  most l y 
i s s ei  ar e el ec t ed t hey wi l l  swal l ow and swal l ow and j us t  get  
t o be des pi s ed, 

K . a Hawai i an n i s e i , 50 year s o l d, has a cur i ous pr ej udi ce 

agai nst  t he i s s e i , whom he, i n gener al , vi ews as meek i ndi v i dual s 

who wi l l  agr ee wi t h t he admi ni s t r at i on on any i s s ue, agai ns t  

t hei r  bet t er  j udgment . 

"You'r e not  goi ng t o f i nd any r espec t abl e, wel l - educat ed 
J apanese wi l l i ng t o at t empt  t hat  pos i t i on. Y o u ' l l  get  a body 
of  peopl e who bef or e evacuat i on wer e j us t  nobody ,"1 

Nakao. a bl ock manager  and f or mer  �¿ai hyo Sha suppor t er  al so 

expr essed t he opi ni on t hat  t he el ec t i on of  t he pr oposed body 

woul d be ver y d i f f i c u l t . He, l i ke many i ndi v i dual s of  h i s 

R. Hankey, Not es , May 14, 1944, p . 2. 
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conv i c t i on, s t r essed t he i mpor t ance of  t he gr oup s t i l l  i nt er ned 

i n t he st ockade. He al so di d not  bel i eve t hat  t he Admi ni st r a-

t i on woul d per mi t  t he el ec t i on of  any man on t hei r  "bl ack l i s t . " 

'They ' r e goi ng ahead wi t h t hi s Repr esent at i ve Commi t t ee, 
but  I  per sonal l y woul d r eal l y l i ke t o see t he peopl e i n t he 
st ockade t o be r el eas ed. I n my opi ni on get t i ng new del egat es 
f or  t he Repr esent at i ve Commi t t ee wi l l  be pr et t y t ough t o 
oper at e. Peopl e say, "What 's t he use? We put  up r epr esent a-
t i ves once agai n and t hey woul dn't  r ecogni ze t hem." 

"I  don't  know� You r eal l y don't  hear  peopl e t al k about  
i t  much. They 'r e j us t  s i ck of  i t . Some of  t he daha peopl e, 
(t hose agai ns t  st at us quo) t hey 'r e t al k i ng about  i t . As f ar  
as I 'm concer ned I  don't  car e i f  t hey do i t  or  not , as l ong as 
t hey t ake car e of  s ani t at i on and f ami l y empl oyment . . . . 

"I n t he el ec t i on we ' l l  have t o t ake down t he names of  t he 
per sons and send t hem i nt o t he pr oj ec t  d i r ec t o r ' s o f f i c e. I f  
t he per son i s on t he bl ack l i s t , I  know t he admi ni s t r at i on wi l l  
not  O.K . i t , 

"As bl ock manager s we ar e not  t o s t i c k our  nose i nt o any 
po l i t i c al  a f f a i r s , bo we ar e j us t  goi ng t o act  as chai r men 
unt i l  t hey get  a c hai r man."1 

Mi ss xanaka, al t hough st r ongl y ant i - s t at us quo, di d not  

t hi nk t he el ec t i on coul d succeed si nce so many peopl e wer e 

unwi l l i ng t o el ec t  anot her  body whi l e t he st ockade mat t er  was 

s t i l l  uns et t l ed: 

"i t  does n't  seem as i f  t h i s r epr esent at i ve body ought  t o 
go t hr ough. I  hear  so many peopl e say as l ong as t hey ar e 
obl i gat ed t o t he Dai hyo Sha t hey wi l l  r ef use t o vot e unt i l  
t hey 'r e r el eas ed. 2 

Xamaguchi , an ex- Leupp i nt er nee assumed an at t i t ude of  

ext r eme i ndi f f er enc e; 

" I  have no i dea about  I t . They 've asked me t o be one of  
t he r epr esent at i ves , but  I  wo n' t . I ' m not  goi ng t o be i n any 
po l i t i c al  o r gani zat i on. . . . 

ever y bl ock i s goi ng t o have a meet i ng. I ' m 
goi ng t o pl ay bas ebal l , and have a l ot  of  f un. . . 

1 i b i d . , Mat y 15, 1944, pp. 3- 4. 
2 i b l d . , May 16, 1944, p . 2. 



"The peopl e f eel  pr et t y bad. I f  you do good f or  t he 
peopl e you get  put  i n t he s t ockade. I f  you do good f or  WRA 
you get  c al l ed l nu. So I ' m goi ng t o pl ay bas ebal l . f ? 1 

Fuj i mot o t ook a vi ew whi ch was pr obabl y ver y common among 

t hese i ndi v i dual s wi t h no pass i onat e po l i t i c al  conv i c t i ons . The 

r epr esent at i ves wer e not  r eal l y needed. Why el ec t  a body whi ch 

mi ght  pl unge t he camp i nt o more t r oubl e? The many evacuees 

who hel d t hi s vi ew consc i ous l y or  unconsc i ous l y ai ded t he pr es-

sur e gr oups who wer e doi ng t hei r  ut most  t o br i ng about  t he 

f ai l ur e of  t he el ec t i on. 

"Nobody car es a t hi ng about  havi ng a r epr esent at i ve gover n-
ment . so f ar  as I  can see, nobody i s goi ng t o br eak t hei r  neck 
t r y i ng t o wor k up a f ew r epr esent at i ves f or  t he bl oc k . They 
j ust  don't  car e. Thi ngs ar e goi ng al ong pr et t y good, so l eave 
wel l  enough al one. 

"We hav en' t  any r epr esent at i ves now, j ust  a war d r epr esent a-
t i v e. but  h e ' s al ways been i n ex i s t enc e. I  don't  see any cal l  
f or  t hem (r epr esent at i ves ) at  a l l . 

"My i dea i s t h i s ; I f  t her e's a r epr esent at i ve f r om each 
war d t hat ' s ei ght  peopl e. Then, i f  any pr obl em or  compl ai nt  
i s i mpor t ant  enough t o mer i t  br i ngi ng bef or e t he at t ent i on of  
t he hi gher - ups, whoever  was i nt er es t ed enough t o do so coul d 
l ook up t he war d r epr esent at i ves and pr esent  h i s case. But  
i f  t her e i s a r epr esent at i ve i n ever y*bl ock i t  woul d be a 
si mpl e mat t er  t o br i ng up mi nor  I t ems and cause conf us i on. I  
t hi nk t hey shoul d l eave i t  t hat  way and save a l o t  of  t r oubl e 
l i s t eni ng t o mi nor  compl ai nt s . Thi ngs wi l l  smoot h t hemsel ves 
out . I  t hi nk havi ng a r epr esent at i ve i n each bl ock makes i t  
t oo damn easy f or  anybody t o put  up s i l l y c o mpl ai nt s . "2 

Dr . Opl er  sai d t hat  sever al  of  h i s i nf or mant s had expr essed 

t he f ear  t hat  hot  heads woul d gai n o f f i c e and at t empt  t o domi nat e 

t he bosdy. They woul d t hen cause t r oubl e by i ns i s t i ng t hat  

demands be made wi t h whi ch t he admi ni s t r at i on coul d not  compl y ,3 

Thi s at t i t ude, qui t e s i mi l ar  t o Fuj i mot o's , was pr obabl y hel d by 

many âJ  Ol d M t a . I t  i s , mor eover , t he k i nd of  st at ement  

1 i b i d . , May 18, 1944, p . 2. 
2 i b i d . , May 13, 1944, p . 6, 
3 i b i d . , p . 2 . , 1944, 
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whi ch a J apanese woul d be l i k el y t o make t o a member  of  t he 

admi ni s t r at i on, f eel i ng t hat  i t  mi ght  not  be ent i r el y saf e t o 

put  emphasi s on popul ar  sent i ment  t owar d t he st ockade i nt er nees 

or  on gener al  ho s t i l i t y t o any pr oposal  put  f or war d by t he 

admi ni  st r at  i on. 

Mr . Rober t son's i nf or mant s , on t he ot her  hand, s t r essed t he 

i mpor t ance of  t he st ockade i s s ue. I t  i s al so i nt er es t i ng t hat  

Mr . Rober t son, on t hi s occas i on, made t he most  accur at e pr edi c-

t i on of  any per son on t he pr o j ec t , J apanese or  Caucas i an. Si ad 

he, " I  t hi nk t he r esul t s "of  t hi s el ec t i on ar e goi ng t o be 

appal l i ng. "1 

RESULTS OF NOMI NATI ON MbhTI NGS 

The r es ul t s of  t he meet i ngs schedul ed f or  t he eveni ng of  

May; 19)) wer e not  publ i c i zed by the admi ni s t r at i on. The best  

dat a avai l abl e was gi ven t o i )r . Opl er  by t he Ci v i c Or gani zat i ons , 

whi ch compi l ed t he r es ul t s . At  t he t i me Opl er  s t at ed t hat  t hi s 

r epor t  was pr el i mi nar y and not  accur at e. However , not hi ng 

bet t er  was ever  r el eas ed. 

15 bl ocks -  nomi nat ed r epr esent at i ves 

44 bl ocks -  no quor um, i . e . , no meet i ng; no .r epr esent at i ves 
/ Q̂ b̂l ocks -  no at t empt  made t o ho l d meet i ng 

¡¿bl ocks -  del egat es nomi nat ed, but  r ej ec t ed by bl ock  ̂

Si nce t hese r esul t s wer e pr esent ed by t he Ci v i c Or gani zat i ons , 

a body whi ch woul d be i nc l i ned t o co- oper at e wi t h the admi ni st r a-

t i on, t her e i s l i t t l e l i k el i hood t hat  t he f ai l ur e of  the meet i ngs 

i s exagger at ed i n any way. Ther e i s , t her ef or e, no doubt  t hat  onl y 

207® of  t he bl ocks i n t he cent er , r esponded t o t he suggest i on of  

t he admi ni s t r at i on. 
1 i b i d . , May 19, 1944, p . 1. 
o 
" i b i d . , may 20, p . 5. 
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Account s of  Meet i ngs 

Some ver y I nt er es t i ng account s of  what  t r anspi r ed i n t he 

var i ous bl ocks wer e gi ven by i nf or mant s . 

Xamaguchi  s ai d; 

"I  d i dn ' t  go t o t he meet i ng. Ei ght y- t wo peopl e wer e needed 
f or  a quor um and onl y 75 showed up. Then t he ant i - st at us quo 
peopl e went  ar ound t o get  peopl e t o come. I  went  and I  was 
nomi nat ed. 1 absol ut el y r ef used t he nomi nat i on. I  don't  i nt end 
t o engage i n no po l i t i c s . Thi ngs dr agged al ong and about  t en 
peopl e l e f t . They r ef used t o l et  me dec l i ne t he nomi nat i on. 
Then i  sai d t hat  t her e was no quor um any mor e, so t he nomi nat i on 
was not  v al i d . Af t er  a l o t  more t al k t he meet i ng ended. iNobody 
was nomi nat ed. 

"Mr . Takahashi  wor ked ver y har d t o get  peopl e out  and di d 
h i s best  t o get  nomi nat i ons . 

When asked i f  t hi s woul d not  make Mr . Takahashi  unpopul ar  

i n h i s bl ock (bl ock 68; Yamaguchi  r epl i ed, "He' s an ol d man and 

i s goi ng t o di e soon anyway." 1 

"K " , who l i ves i n bl ock 7 s t at ed: 

"1 di dn' t  at t end t he meet i ng'. I  was home and t hey came 
f or  me. But  I  r ef used t o at t end. I  hear d t hey had onl y t went y 
peopl e at t endi ng. They seem to have appoi nt ed me and anot her  
gent l eman next  door , but  I  f l at l y r ef used t o accept  t he nomi na-
t i on. Kegar dl ess of  what  Mr . Best  may say, I  wi l l  absol ut el y 
r ef use t o ser ve. "2 

Okamot o, bl ock manager  of  59, a ver y pr o- st at us quo bl ock , 

di d h i s best  t o compl y wi t h t he admi ni s t r at i ve i ns t r uc t i ons . 

He f a i l ed . 

"I  had a meet i ng. Onl y 25 or  26 peopl e at t ended. So I  j ust  
t ol d t hem t he meet i ng was adj our ned. As you t know, t he bl ock 
manager s c an' t  s t i ck t hei r  nose i n p o l i t i c s . ' s o I  must  be neut r al . 
1 di d my best  but  t he peopl e f eel  t hat  way. 3 

A young mar r i ed woman l i v i ng i n bl ock 20, a not or i ous l y 

"t ough" bl ock , s ai d t hat  t he peopl e i n her  bl ock had had a 

1 l b i d . , May 22, 1944, p . 1. 
2 l b i d . , May 21, 1944, p . 5. 
3 i b i d . , May 23, 1944, p . 3. 



meet i ng but  t hey had s ai d, "No, no, no, no !" No one was 

nomi nat e d.- *-

When a r es i dent  of  bl ock 5 was asked how t he nomi nat i ons 

had gone, he r epl i ed wi t h a qui et  smi l e, "Nobody was nomi nat ed," 

addi ng s i gn i f i c ant l y , "Of  cour se, t hi s i s Kever end K a i ' s b l o c k . "2 

Dr. Opl er  co l l ec t ed t he f o l l owi ng account s of  meet i ngs : 

"I  hear d t hat  bl ock 73 had a l ong ar gument . The bl ock 
manager  ar r i ved and was accused of  bei ng an i nu, f or  hel pi ng 
i n t h i s , he sai d he had a f i ght  (ver bal , i t  seems) wi t h t he 
wor st  r adi c al " i n t he bl oc k . HQ added t hat  t her e wer e ot her s 

"t oo r adi cal  t o l i s t en . " Anyway, t he gr oup c oul dn't  be handl ed. 
Ther e wer e no nomi nees ." 

"i n bl ock 9 t her e wer e no nomi nees ." 

"i n bl ock 69 t hey put  up r epr esent at i ves ; but  t hey al so 
had an ar gument . Appar ent l y i t  was i n t he bl ocks whi ch had no 
nomi nees t hey had t he wor st  ar gument s ." 

"I n bl ock 29 t hi ngs went  Ok . Ther e was a nomi nat i on. 
But  t hey had a one hour  wai t  bef or e peopl e came. I  t hi nk t hat  
was us ual . They had t o go ar ound i n t he bl ock and get  t hem t o 
come i n . I n bl ock 16 an ant i - s t at us quo man s ai d, 'We had t o 
dr ag t hem out  of  bed t o get  nomi nees .1 Bl ock 16 i s ver y pr o-
st at us quo . "3 

COLONI STS1 iib ACTI ONS TO FAILUf l h OF LLbCTI ON; L j XPLi i NATIONS 

Af t er  t he r esoundi ng f ai l ur e of  the nomi nat i on meet i ngs , 

i t  was ext r emel y obvi ous t hat  many c o l oni s t s , whet her  t hey wer e 

st r ong s t at us quo suppor t er s or  not , r eact ed wi t h unconceal ed 

s at i s f ac t i on. Dur i ng t he week f o l l owi ng, when t he subj ect  was 

br ought  up at  i nf or mal  gat her i ngs , t hose pr esent  v i ed wi t h each 

ot her  i n boas t i ng of  t he degr ee of  l ack of  co- oper at i on i n t hei r  

par t i c ul ar  bl oc k . The number s of  per sons who at t ended t he meet i ngs 

wer e compar ed, a per son f r om a bl ock wi t h l ower  at t endance smi l ed 

wi t h smug compl at f cency. He, however , woul d have t o gi ve way i f  

1 l b i d . , May 22, 1944, p . 1. 
2 i b i d . , May 20, 1944, p . l \  
5 l b l d . . 1944, p . 6. 
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Ihw n» dor lira dnstnx ark A»mxhia 

From t hei r poi nt of vi ew the admi ni st r at i on had f ai l ed to r epl ace 

the Negot i at i ng Commi ttee *hxnhnft®»ningfi *ri«dx«an| )Wini?nthal M(bi i j i  

rttscpixhaducra®txmatntxm\ &n* tux ox raram**isrxr&is whi oh »as r egar ded as 

proof that the oamp had not r et ur ned to a nor mal  condi t i on. So 

l ong as t hi s unset t l ed oondi t i on pr evai l ed, the pr essur e group 

be l i eved 

feadnfcnptt*n*tia4x »audi nfeapi /t hat the Washi ngt on aut hor i t i es woul d 

l i st en to thei r appeal s for resepr  f g8 t i on. 
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any per son wer e pr esent  f r om a bl ock wher e no meet i ng at  a l l  

had been hel d . 

Thi s at t i t ude was not  unani mous. Per sons wi t h st r ong st at us 

quo sympat hi es wer e di sappo i nt ed. Byr on Ak i t s uk i ' s s i st er - i n- l aw 

who came f r om bl ock 29, wher e no nomi nat i ons had been made, was 

ashamed  ̂ "i l nm uj i i l  j  f r l m mrlHTi  nun mnn î i l  , minr  s ai d she was 

wor r i ed about  t he s i t uat i on. She di d not  want  t he men r el eased 

f r om t he s t o c k a d e  ̂ " i l  15" nul l  ki i uwi i yJ  aal d el i e, "t l l l l t i f oe 

agi r W r̂ s -  had been-  pl t r t r t i n  ̂ t r oubl e i n' t̂ t l e Lake evennonr t l i s 

r «t n coa&ftg f  i  um J oi  uuml . ** � 

Member s of  t he pr essur e gr oups wer e el at ed. V "Thi s i s a 
o 

gr eat  v i c t or y f or  t he r es i dent s . " sai d Mr . Q. an undemonst r at i ve 

i ndi v i dual . 

Expl anat i ons 

"K ", who had never  expr essed hi msel f  as f o r  or  agai ns t  

t he s t at us quo gave a ver y i nt er es t i ng expl anat i on of  t he f ai l ur e. 

Si gn i f i c ant l y , he s t r essed t hat  t hi s f ai l ur e put  t he s t at us quo 

el ec t i on of  J anuar y 15, 1944 i nt o i t s t r ue per spec t i ve. The 

maj or i t y of  t he peopl e, s ai d he, had never  wi shed t o gi ve way 

t o t he admi ni s t r at i on and br eak t he s t at us quo. 

"Peopl e ar e t ak i ng t he at t i t ude, why shoul d t hey make a 
commi t t ee when t hey (admi ni s t r at i on and Ar my) r ef used t o r ecog-
ni ze t hem i n t he f i r s t  p l ac e. I f  t he admi ni s t r at i on had r ecog-
ni zed t he boys at  t hat  t i me (November ) t hey woul d have had 
success at  t h i s t i me. 

"The agi t at or s wi l l  c er t ai nl y c l ai m t he c r edi t  f o r  t h i s . 

"As you know, t he J apanese peopl e a r e , I  woul d say , s t ubbor n. 
Once t hey bear  a gr udge, t hey ver y sel dom f o r get . Mr . Best  has 
l os t  t he conf i dence of  t he peopl e at  t hat  t i me. 

1 i b i d . , May 22,  1944, p . 2. 
2 i b i d . , May 21, 1944, p . 4. 
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"The f i r s t  s t at us quo pr oved t he s i t uat i on at  t hat  t i me. 
The di f f er ence was so smal l . That  pr oved t hat  t he r es i dent s 
wer e agai ns t  t he admi ni s t r at i on. I f  t hey had been i n f avor  of  
t he admi ni s t r at i on, t he vot e at  t hat  t i me woul d have been over -
whel mi ng. r t i  

Yamaguchi , who had pr ev i ous l y expr essed hi msel f  as agai ns t  

t he r el ease of  some of  t he men i n t he st ockade now swung def i n i t el y 

t o t he opi ni on t hat  t hey shoul d be l et  out . Hi s st at ement  t hat  

t he peopl e had r ej ec t ed t he el ec t i o n, not  out  of  l oyal t y t o 

Kai  and ûr at omi , but  because t hey f el t  WRA. had not  t r eat ed t he 

peopl e f a i r l y , was cor r obor at ed by many i nt el l i gent  c o l oni s t s . 

" i f  i i ai  and r i - ur at omi  ar e r el eas ed, t hen maybe t hey ' l l  have 
a Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee. The Army and WRA made a pr omi se t o 
t he Dal hyo 3ha Kal  t hat  t hey woul dn't  ar r est  any of  t hem. But  
t hey di d.~ 

"i t  was unf ai r  t o put  t he r epr esent at i ves i n t he s t ockade. 
I t  was a di r t y deal . T hat ' s r eal l y what  t he peopl e f ee l . E i ght y 
per cent  of  t he camp f eel s t hi s way, not  because t he> suppor t  Kai  
and i vuratoi ni  but  be cause t hey t hi nk WRA t r eat ed t hem bad. 

i t ui  i r i qui i 'i ) J y ŵhy some bl ocks had nomi nat ed candi dat es  ̂

Y a m a g u c h i j  ¿ Wt '̂ A - i  ) j  

"I n any bl ock t her e ar e soma/young k i bel  and ni s ei  who have 
no pl ace i n soc i al  o r gani zat i on  ̂ but  t hey want  t o got  a name 
somol iow and t hat '  ̂ maybe why t hey wer e c andi dat e3, Al so t her e 
may be a f ew bl ocks who ar e pr o- admi ni s t r at i on. 

"X t hi nk i f  i t  wer e put  i n t he êwel l  St ar  t hat  &r . Best  
was goi ng t o r es i gn and t hat  t hey wor e goi ng t o t ake t he f ence 
down, t hen 1 t hi nk i t ' s goi ng t o be peacef ul  her e. 

"Mr . Best  asked me i ndi v i dual l y whet her  t he el ec t i on wi l l  
be success f ul  or  not . I  t o l d hi m gi ve iae a j ob i ns t ead. He 
s ai d, wel l , as soon as Mr . Bl ack came back h e ' s goi ng t o have 
t he el ec t i o n. 

*F ", an I s s e i , s ai d; 

"When t he peopl e came I nt o camp t he; wer e conf used. They 
ar e s t i l l  conf used. The r eason t hey ar e r ef us i ng t o suppor t  
t hi s pr oposal  I s t hat  t he o l d mat t er  (t he men i n t ho st ockade) 

¿ b i d . , pp. 5- 6. 

k j b l d . , May 23, 1944, pp. 2- 5. 
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i s not  s et t l ed. I f  t hey wer e al l  l et  out , t he el ec t i on woul d 
be pr ocedi ng i n an ent i r el y di f f er ent  manner . No i nt el l i gent  
abl e man woul d accept  t he nomi nat i on. I  c er t ai nl y wo ul dn' t . 

He al so expr essed h i s l ow opi ni on of  Mr . Bes t : 

"At  Leupp Mr . Best  used t he out er  ent r ance at  al l  t i mes 
and came i ns i de t he st ockade as l i t t l e as po s s i b l e. Mr . Rober t -
son al ways l e f t  by t he ex i t  whi ch t ook hi m t hr ough camp, ask i ng 
i f  he coul d get  t he boys somet hi ng. Thi s shows he (Rober t son) 
has a Chr i s t i an hear t . "1 

The opi ni on of  Mr . Abe a segr egee f r om Manzanar  who di d 

not  ar r i ve i n camp unt i l  l at e Febr uar y of  1944 i s i nt er es t i ng. 

Abe i s an i s s ei  and s t r ongl y agai r B t  "r adi cal s 11 and t r oubl e 

mak i ng." When asked why t he el ec t i on had f a i l ed , he s ai d: 

"That 1s ver y s i mpl e. . .The f i r s t  ( r epr esent at i ves ) we sent  
out  -  t hey wer e al l  put  i n t he s t ockade. They (t he admi ni s t r at i on) 
wer e denounci ng t hem t hat  t hey wer e not  r epr esent at i ve of  camp 
opi ni on. So t hey sent  out  t he next  o » (Second Negot i at i ng 
Commi t t ee). Then, negot i at i ons wer e goi ng on. Then t he admi ni s-
t r at i on say , 'You don r t  r epr esent  camp opi ni on e i t her . 1 They 
sent  t hem t o t he st ockade ( t o o ) . Then t her e wer e no r epr esent a-
t i ves 

Then. . .t he admi ni s t r at i on f or mal l y r equest ed t he camp 
peopl e t o el ec t  r epr es ent at i ves . Ever ybody 's opi ni on was , 
'What 's t he use? Ever y t i me we send a r epr esent at i ve t hey ar e 
ar r es t ed. I f  we make mor e r epr esent at i ves , t hey wi l l  onl y put  
mor e peopl e i n t he s t oc k ade. ' Ever ybody s ai d, 'What  t he hec k ! 
We don't  want  t o send anymor e peopl e t o t he s t o c k ade . ' "2 

The Okamot o*s , conser vat i ve segr egees who ar r i ved i n camp 

i n Oc t ober , exhi bi t ed t he same change of  opi ni on t hat  Yamaguchi  

d i d, i . e . , t he onl y way t o br i ng peace t o the canp was t o br i ng 

t he st ockade mat t er  t o a sat i s f ac t or y conc l us i on. Okamot o al so 

added some i nt er es t i ng cur r ent  opi ni ons on the ac t i v i t i es of  t he 

ex- Co- or di nat i ng Commi t t ee. 

I n my opi ni on t he r eason i t  d i dn ' t  corns out  success f ul l y 
i s because some of  t he peopl e i n t he cent er  f eel  t hat  unl ess t he 
men i n t he st ockade ar e r el eas ed, t hey wi l l  cont i nue t o back 
t he Dai hyo Sha Kai  because t he men i n t he st ockade ar e our  
r epr es ent at i ves . 

1 l b l d . . May 20, 1944, p . 1 . 

i b i d . . J ul y 27, 1944, pp. 3- 4. 
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" I  t o l d you t he l as t  t i me i t  was bet t er  t o have a good 
st r ong o r gani zat i on. But  t he way t he peopl e f eel  r i gj i t  now I  
t hi nk i t ' s bet t er  t o r el ease t he men f r om t he s t ockade. I  f eel  
pr et t y st r ong t hat  way. � . . 

"Anot her  t h i ng, t he Co- or di nat i ng Commi t t ee was or gani zed 
f o r  t he pur pose of  r el eas i ng t he men and br i ng t he cent er  back 
t o nor mal cy. But  r i ght  now, i t  i s i n bet t er  condi t i on t han i t  
was t hr ee mont hs ago. The camp seems nor mal  now, but  as l ong as 
t he men ar e i n t he st ockade peopl e wi l l  f eel  t hat  i t  i s not  a 
nor mal  c ondi t i on. 

"Some of  t he peopl e say t hat  t he Co- or di nat i ng Commi t t ee 
d i dn ' t  f i n i s h t hei r  wor k . They made a st at ement  i n t he paper  
t hat  t hey had compl et ed t hei r  wor k but  more t han 50 per sons ar e 
s t i l l  i n t her e (t he s t oc k ade) . Some of  t he i s s ei  wer e sent  t o 
t he i nt er nment  camp, whi ch made t he gr oup mad. . . . 

"Unl ess WRA r el eas es t he men i n t he st ockade t her e i s no 
necess i t y t o or gani ze anot her  commi t t ee. I f  t he men ar e sent  t o 
Leupp t her e i s no hope at  al l  t o or gani ze anot her  commi t t ee. The 
maj or i t y of  t he peopl e ar e j us t  wat chi ng t he admi ni s t r at i on t o 
see what  t hey do . 

"Bes i des peopl e hes i t at e, t o be bl ock del egat es . They may co 
t o t he st ockade i f  t hey a r e . " 1 

Two Tul eans , bot h i s s e i , s t r essed t he unpopul ar i t y of  Mr . 

Best  and t he conv i c t i on t hat  unl es s men i n t he st ockade wer e 

gi ve n a f a i r  hear i ng, no new r epr esent at i ve body woul d ever  be 

el ec t ed. 

" I  t hi nk t hat  Mr . Best  and t he peopl e i n t he cent er  do n' t  
see eye t o eye on al most  ever y t hi ng. Anyt hi ng he (Be s t > pr o-
poses , won't  get  t hr ough. As you know, t her e ar e 14 peopl e i n 
t he st ockade at  pr esent  ( t h i s st at ement  was made August  14) . 
Ther e has been no def i n i t e ver di c t  gi ven. Ther e has been no 
hear i ng. 

"So unt i l  we know def i n i t el y how t hi ngs s t and, you know 
i t ' s i mposs i bl e t o el ec t  anot her  commi t t ee. T hat ' s why, as t hey 
say , anyt hi ng Mr . Best  woul d say i n t hat  sense, i t  won't  ho l d 
t r ue. 

Two n i s ei  g i r l s , o l d r es i dent s o f  T u l e, s t r essed t he f ear  

wi t h whi ch a pot ent i al  r epr esent at i ve r egar ded t he pos i t i ons 

i b i d . , May 23, 1944, p . 4. 
2 i b i d . , Aug. 14, 1944, p . 2. 
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"They wer e scar ed because ever ybody was get t i ng beat en u p r  ̂
{- ĥa K t a f 1n c ° înrnrri rt l  gf t t r r  t ha nl at t i i r n) . They 
t hought  t he bes t  t hi ng t o do was t o s i t  qui et  and t ake what  
t hey (admi ni s t r at i on) di sh out . Y ou'r e al ways i n const ant  f ear  
i f  you t ake t hat  j o b #

n l  

Th i s l i s t  of  at t i t udes wi l l  be c l osed wi t h t he anal ys i s of  

Mr . Yamashi t a an ex- Sant a Pe i nt er nee and a st r ong suppor t er  of  

t he pr essur e gr oupss 

"I t  i s t he J apanese way of  t ak i ng t he r es po ns i bi l i t y . Any 
r espons i bl e per son has t o r es i gn h i s po s i t i o n. I t  shows t hat  
t he maj or i t y of  t he r es i dent s as a whol e have no conf i dence i n 
t he admi ni s t r at i on. I t f s as i f  t he pr es i dent  of  t he Uni t ed 
St at es gave an or der  whi ch was not  obeyed by t he peopl e. He ' d 
no l onger  be pr es i dent . 

"Much of  i t  i s due t o t he peopl e s t i l l  i n t he s t ockade. 
They ar e t ak i ng t oo much t i me f o r  s et t l i ng t h i s l i t t l e bus i ness 
i n t he s t ockade. Mr . Best  ever y day i s t ak i ng val uabl e t i me 
wi t h t he c hi ef  cons i der at i on of  keepi ng t hei r  (admi ni s t r at i on's ) 
f ac e. They have t o spend so much t i me on t he st ockade t hat  t hey 
ar e di s r egar di ng ot her  t hi ngs such as wat er i ng t he r oads and 
i mpr ovi ng t he mess h a l l s . "2 

Anal ys i s 

Compar i ng t he st at ement s made bef or e and af t er  t he f ai l ur e 

of  t he nomi nat i ons , t he most  s t r i k i ng phenomenon i s t he change 

i n emphasi s on t he i mpor t ance of  t he st ockade i s sue* Thr ee 

good i nf or mant s , who had never  bef or e s t r essed whol esal e 

r el eas e, now advocat ed i t  as t he onl y poss i bl e met hod of  c l ear -

i ng up t he mi sunder st andi ng bet ween t he admi ni s t r at i on and t he 

i 
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peopl e . / r h e domi nant  sent i ment  i  p camp f r om May 19 t o May 24 

was a f eel i nf e of  t r i umph and r egai ned sel f - r espe*?i . "We showed 

/ / / / i  
t hem,11 was /t he t heme under l y i ng most  of  t he .st at ement s. I t  i s 

i mpossi bLè t o say whi ch/cf  t he t hr ee mo s V f r equent l y e p r e s s e d  ̂

r eas ons / f o r  t he f ai l ur e of  t he nomi nat i ons was most , i mpor t ant :  ̂

a sent i ment  of  obl i gat i on t o t he men i n t he st oot t ade; t he 

i b i d . . Aug. 17, 1944, p . 4.  

2 i b i d . . May 21, 1944, p . 4. 
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Thi s convi c t i on was now wel l  est abl i shed and oont i nued s o . Res i dent s 

who had l i t t l e r espect f or the Negot i at i ng Commi ttee or even 

cal l ed them "agi t at or s " » Ml  expr essed the opi ni on that t hei r oont i nued 

i mpr i sonment woul d be an er r or « 

The domi nant sent i ment i n oamp f rom May 19 to May 24 was a f eel i ng 

of t r i umph and r egai ned sel f - r espec t , "We showed t hem," was the theme 

under l yi ng most of the st at ement s, i taAsnAnqpnasi i haetx*» xAidxfcfenst 

The three most s i gni f i c ant f aot or s 

whi oh cont r i but ed to the f ai l ur e of the nomi nat i ons wer e : a sent i ment 

of obl i gat i on to the men i n the st ockade; the 
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conv i c t i on t hat  i t  woul d be i mposs i bl e t o s er ve as a r epr esent a-

t i ve wi t hout  get t i ng i nt o t r oubl e ei t her  wi t h t he admi ni s t r at i on 

or  t he peopl e; a gener al  d i s i nc l i nat i o n t o co- oper at e wi t h the 

unpopul ar  admi ni s t r at i on and Mr . Best  i n any way what ever . As 

has been shown, most  i nf or mant s shar ed al l  t hr ee. "yrrdcrefl SWBl y, 

t ho pr aannr » t n'T r̂ * ^  ̂ ¿ i ^^n H ' wnww wer e l aast  

rinl  I t rn* Fear  or  di s i nc l i nat i o n t o be c al l ed an i nu anl  

di s l i k e f o r  Mr . Best  wer e st r ong enough t o swi ng t he conser vat i ve 

peopl e agai ns t  t he pr opos i t i on. The ar gument s whi ch t ook pl ace 

i n c er t ai n bl ocks and t he at t empt s of  c er t ai n i ndi v i dual s t o go 

about  t he bl ock "and compel  t he peopl e t o come i n , " âi ow t hat  

t he admi ni s t r at i on was not  wi t hout  i t ' s suppor t er s . However , 

t hese i ndi v i dual s wer e compl et el y over whel med and r i s k ed gr eat  

unpopul ar i t y and danger  by t hei r  ac t i ons . 

The/ f i as c o had one not i ceabl e ef f ec t  on t he publ i c mi nd: 

/ / / y 
t he cqhv i c t i on t hat  t he st at e of  non- cooper at i on bet ween t he /  

/ � 
admi ni s t r at i on and t he peopl e coul d be r eso l ved onl y by r el eas-

/  7 / / .  
i i l g t he st ockade i nt er nees was now wel l  es t abl i shed and Cont i nued 

so . I t  shoul d be r i ot ed t hat  some of  t he segr egees who bad l i t t l e 
/ / / 

r espect  f o r  t he/Negot i at i  ng Commi t t ee and even t he Ol d Tul eans 

who mi ght  c al i  t hem agi t at o r s , ups t ar t s and Communi st s s t i l l  

wer e convi nced t hat  t hei r  Co nt i nued i mpr i spnment  woul d be an 

w  ̂  ̂ / 
er r o r . / Mor eover , al t houghV** was sel dom v er bal i zed, not  ̂ . 
� ,,," � - 6/ w-  c J T̂Cki  ^y v u ĵ ^w I*! v 

appear i ng f o r  meet i ngs washe nee f o r t h ado p t ed ŝ a si mpl e aad 

saf e met hod of  put t i ng t he admi ni s t r at i on i n i t s pl ace 

cont i nuat i on of  t h i s pat t er nwi l l  be t aken up i n i t s pr oper  
chr onol ogi cal  p l ac e. 

i  « v i  \  
J LaSGL* -̂  '¿A- jJ T Cy ĵut a- -̂ MvOf  J a (rf 
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REACTI ON OF ADMI NI STRATI ON 

Mr . Best  i s sai d t o have t aken t he mat t er  cal ml y and 

phi l o s ophi c al l y . 

On May 25t h t he f o l l owi ng st at ement  appear ed i n t he 

Newel l  St ar : 

FORMATI ON OF REPRESENTATI VE BODY POSTPONED STATES BEST 

P l ans f or  t he f or mat i on of  t he Repr esent at i ve Commi t t ee, 
a per manent  i nt er medi ar y body whi ch was gr ant ed appr oval  by t he 
WRA, have been post poned f o r  an I ndef i n i t e per i od of  t i me, 
announced Ray R. Bes t , pr o j ec t  di r ec t o r . The bl ock meet i ngs , 
whi ch wer e hel d Thur sday eveni ng t o nomi nat e candi dat es f o r  t he 
bl ock del egat es 1 el ec t i on as t he f i r s t  s t ep t owar d f or mat i on 
of  t he per manent  body, d i d not  di ow s uf f i c i ent  r esponse f r om 
t he r es i dent s . 

"The f ai l ur e of  a l ar ge number  of  bl ocks t o ho l d t hei r  meet -
i ngs and sel ec t  t hei r  nomi nees ser ves t o def eat  t he pur pose of  
t he o r gani zat i on p l an, and i ndi c at es t hat  t her e i s not  enough 
popul ar  sent i ment  i n f avor  o f  t he f or mat i on of  t he Repr esent at i ve 
Commi t t ee t o war r ant  a cont i nued ef f o r t  t o car r y out  t he el ec t i on 
at  t he pr esent  t i me," s t at ed t he pr o j ec t  di r ec t o r . 

He l auded t he ear nes t  ef f o r t  made by t he r es i dent s of  many 
bl ocks t o l aunch communi t y r epr esent at i on i n accor dance wi t h 
t he out l i ned p l an; and s t at ed, " I t  i s obvi ous t hat  unl es s 
t he r es i dent s ar e v i r t ual l y unani mous i n t hei r  par t i c i pat i on 
i n t he sel ec t i on of  t he Repr esent at i ve Commi t t ee, t hen t he 
commi t t ee cannot  be t r ul y r epr es ent at i v e." 

I n conc l us i on he expr essed t he bel i ef  t hat  t he f or mat i on 
of  t he r epr esent at i ve body shoul d be post poned unt i l  a mor e 
f avor abl e dat e "i n f ai r nes s t o t he ent i r e communi t y." 

WRA TAKES OVER STOCKAI E 

On May 25 i t  was announced i n t he Newel l  St ar , t hat  WRA had 

t aken over  compl et e char ge of  t he s t ockade. Not hi ng i s known 

at  pr esent  on t he r easons Washi ngt on or  t he l oc al  admi ni s t r at i on 

had f or  doi ng t h i s . 

WRA I N COMPLETE Ci iARGE OF STOCKAI E ADMI NI STRATI ON 

The WRA i s now i n compl et e char ge of  t he admi ni s t r at i on 
of  t he segr egat ed ar ea wi t hi n t he c ent er , i t  was announced by 
Pr o j ec t  Di r ec t or  Ray R. Best  on Wednesday. Thi s ar ea whi ch 
has been commonl y t er med t he "s t oc kade" had been es t abl i s hed 



WRA T A K E S OV E R S T OOK A P E 

On May 25 i t  was announced i n t he Newel l  St ar  t hat  

WRA had t aken over  compl et e char ge o f  t he s t ockade. Not hi ng 

i s known at  pr esent  on t he r easons Washi ngt on or  t he l oc al  

adr ai ni st r at i  on had f or  doi ng t h i s , 
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The WRA i s now i n oompl éé' char ge of  t he admi ni s t r at i on 

x>tf  t he segr egat ed ar ea wi t hi n t he c ent er , i t  was announced 
bv P r o j ec t  Di r ec t or  Ray R . Best  on Wednesday� Thi s ar ea 
whi ch has been commonl y t er nmed t he"st ocf ct de" has been 
es t abl i shed 
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by t he Army aut hor i t i es and admi ni s t er ed by t he Ar my pr i or  t o 
t h i s t i me. As s t at ed i n t he NEWELL STAR l as t  week , r el eases 
have been made f r om t he ar ea t o t he r es i dence sec t i on of  t he 
cent er  by a WRA commi t t ee wor ki ng wi t h Ar my o f f i c i a l s . 

The admi ni s t r at i on o f  t he segr egat ed ar ea by t he WRA 
as announced by t he pr o j ec t  di r ec t or  means t hat  compl et e super -
v i s i on wi l l  be i n t he hands of  t he pr o j ec t  o f f i c i a l s . Th i s 
wi l l  i nc l ude n»ss oper at i on and ar r angement s f or  medi cal  and 
ot her  necessar y s er v i c es . 

F i f t een of  t he i nt er nees r equest ed l egal  consul  at  t h i s 

t i me. 1 Get t i ng ass i s t ance i n t h i s mat t er  t ook some t i me. The 

i nt er nees 1 r el at i ves wer e, f o r  t he most  par t , qui t e i gnor ant  of  

l egal  mat t er s and di d not  know t o ĥom t o t ur n. Consul t i ng t he 
p 

pr o j ec t  at t or ney, t hey f e l t  was out  of  t he ques t i on. K . expr essed 

t he f o l l owi ng opi ni on of  t he st ockade s i t uat i o n: 
H I  hear  t hat  Kai  i s goi ng t o be r el eas ed. But  i f  t hey l et  

Kai  go t hey must  l et  t he r es t  go . I f  t hey di d t hat  i t  woul d 
cr eat e a much mor e happy at mospher e.1,3 

PERI OD OF QUI ET -  MI D- APRI L TO MAx 24. 

Fr om t he dat e on whi ch t he r es i gnat i on of  t he Co- or di nat i ng 

Commi t t ee was announced, t he gener al  camp at t i t ude was mar ked 

by a gr adual  but  unmi st akabl e l esseni ng of  t ens i on. Ther e was 

al so a mar ked change i n admi ni s t r at i ve po l i c y . The f ood i mpr oved 

r emar kabl y and Mr . ês t  made sever al  ef f o r t s t o i mpr ove h i s 

r el at i ons hi ps wi t h t he peopl e. Al t hough l i t t l e ac t ual  opt i mi sm 

was voi ced by the c o l oni s t s , t he st at ement s of  many i nf or mant s 

showed over t ones of  r e l i e f . A f ew of  t he l eas t  pess i mi s t i c 

s a i d, "Now Tul e Lake i s goi ng t o become j us t  l i k e t he ot her  

c ent er s . " Hos t i l e r umor  and goss i p about  t he l nu l es s ened. 

Towar d t he end of  May, some peopl e even compl ai ned of  bei ng 

bo r ed. 

1 i b l d . . May 23, 1944, p . 1 . 
2 

See pp. For  det ai l ed account . 
3 R . Hankey , Not es , May 21, 1944, p . 6 . 
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A cons i der abl e number  of  di s t ur bi ng new f ac t or s such as 

t he r ecept i on of  dr af t  no t i c es , and t he per s i s t ance o f  some 

of  t he o l d gr i evanceskept  mi nor  di s t ur bi ng cur r ent s i n mot i on, 

but  on t he whol e, t he camp pr ogr essed t owar d a sembl ance of  a 

peacef ul  communi t y, 

STATEMENTS OF I NFORMANTS 

Some exc el l ent  expr ess i ons of  t h i s phenomenon wer e made i n 

ear l y May* I t  i s i nt er es t i ng t hat  t wo of  t hese st at ement s i nc l ude 

an appr ec i at i on of  t he i mpr ovement  i n f ood. 

K . s ai d: 

"Thi ngs have changed a gr eat  deal . Mr . Rober t son hi msel f  
i s f eel i ng ver y much r el i ev ed. I  hear d Mr . Pr ovi nse had a gr eat  
deal  t o do i n i nf l uenc i ng Mr . Best  t o change h i s mi nd and t ake 
advi ce f r om t he r i ght  par t y (b  ̂ r i gnt  pax- \ »y Mr . K px- obaDl y means 
Mr . Rober t son). -̂  I  hope Best  wi l l  c ont i nue. Ri ght  now t hi ngs 
ar e si mmer i ng down pr et t y f a s t . " 2 

Nakao sai dJ  

"Ever  s i nce you l ef t  t her e has n ! t  been much change. Al l  
qui et  on t he west er n f r o nt . Thi ngs ar e goi ng pr et t y good except  
f o r  t he r educ t i on of  per sons wor ki ng i n t he f ami l y . . . 

" I  t hi nk t he J apanese peopl e as a whol e made a bi g mi st ake 
at  the war ehouse. (Nov* 4 i nc i dent ) . I f  t hen f ood had been 
as i t  i s now, i t  c oul dn' t  have happened. Now we have t o f u. a l l  
t he J apanese f ood we want , pl ent y of  r i c e and veget abl es . 

Fuj i mot o s ai d: 

"I nu hat e has di ed down. Thi ngs ar e qui et i ng down. Peopl e 
ar e f o r get t i ng Ak i t s uk i . He st ays i n t he backgr ound. As l ong 
as you don't  keep f l oat i ng somet hi ng i n f r ont  of  peopl es 1 f ac es , 
t hey f or get  about  i t . 

"Ther e's no under cur r ent  of  comi ng expl os i on. They (t he 
admi ni s t r at i on) ought  t o know bet t er  t han t hat . The J apanese 
do n' t  wor k l i k e t hat . When t he J apanese get  r eal l y s t ar t ed t o 
bo i l  over , you don' t  see t he war ni ng s i gns . 

"Bes i des t he f ood has r eal l y i mpr oved. We have 48,000 
pounds of  cur ed ham s i t t i ng t her e i n col d s t or age. I n t he comi ng 
mont hs we ar e goi ng t o aver age ei ght  eggs per  per son per  week . 
T hat ' s an egg a day ! 

�̂Mr . Pr ovi nse v i s i t ed t he pr o j ec t  i n t he l at t er  par t  of  Ap r i l . 
2 R . Hankey, Not es , May 14, 1944, p . 1 . 
5 l b l d . , May 15, 1944, pp. 2, 4 . 
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"The f ood i mpr ovement  i s r emar kabl e. Up unt i l  t he end of  
Mar ch al l  we ever  had was cor ned beef , sal t  por k , and cabbage -
and t hen r epeat  i t . Bes i des t hat  al l  we had was wei ner s , bal ony 
and eggs , Ther e was ver y l i t t l e ot her  veget abl e except  cabbage. 
But  f r om t he begi nni ng of  Apr i l , t hi ngs have s t ar t ed t o come i n . 
Now we get  l et t uc e, spi nach and aspar agus . We s t i l l  get  f r ank-
f ur t er s and bal ony , but  we al so get  beef  and veal  occas i onal l y -
l amb and mut t on mor e t han beef  t hough, 

"Our  onl y squawk i s our  d i f f i c u l t y i n get t i ng por k , I  t hi nk 
t hat ' s because t he quar t er mast er  r ef uses t o send us por k because 
we have a bi g hog f ar m her e. And t hey ' l l  onl y k i l l  t he damn 
dogs when we'r e out  of  al l  ot her  meat . W© don' t  even get  i t  once 

\  a week ," 

ALTERED ATTI TUDE OF THE ADMI NI STRATI ON 

Co- exi st ent  wi t h t h i s gr adual  l es seni ng of  t ens i on, and 

per haps t o some ext ent  r espons i bl e f o r  i t  was a def i n i t e change 

i n admi ni s t r at i on po l i c y . Mr . Bes t , i n Cr . Op i er ' s wor ds , "Was 

put t i ng hi msel f  out  t o be agr eeabl e." He had pr oposed a hal f -

ho l i day t o al l ow t he peopl e t o c e l ebr at e t he Emper or 's bi r t hday 

^  ̂ whi ch f e l l  on a Sat ur day ; he had or der ed t he bi g meal  of  t he 

week t o be ser ved on t hat  day (t he week 's best  meal  i s o r di nar i l y 

ser ved on Sunday); he t hr ew t he f i r s t  basebal l  at  t he game whi ch 

cel ebr at ed t he occas i on. He had al so had t he f ence whi ch 

separ at ed war d V I I  f r om t he r es t  of  t he col ony whi ch r esul t ed i n 

a sur pr i s i ng amount  of  happi ness on t he par t  of  t he c o l oni s t s , 

par t i c ul ar l y t hose l i v i ng i n V I I . Ever y i nf or mant  v i s i t ed i n 

t hat  war d r emar ked, "The f ence has been t aken down. I t  c er t ai nl y 

makes us f eel  bet t er , " Anot her  ac t i on whi ch was comment ed on wi t h 

pl easur e by many i nf or mant s was t hat  per mi ss i on had been gi ven 

t o t ake a gr oup of  school  chi l dr en out s i de t he boundar i es of  t he 

f ence t o v i s i t  t he p i g f ar m. Many o l d peopl e r emar ked, "I t  makes 

even us f eel  bet t er  t o know t hat  t he chi l dr en got  a chance t o go 

out  f o r  a whi l e 

1 i b i d . , May 13, 1944, pp. 1, 2. 
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Sever al  changes i n admi ni s t r at i ve at t i t ude wer e obser ved at  

t he end of  Mar ch and t hr oughout  Apr i l . Ther e was a subt l e but  

ver y i mpor t ant  r el axat i on i n saf e- guar di ng Caucas i ans i n t he 

co l ony . Unt i l  t he s t at us quo was br oken, any Caucas i an ent er i ng 

t he col ony was r equi r ed t o t ake wi t h hi m an ar med so l di er  or  a 

member  of  t he Caucas i an po l i ce f o r c e. I n ear l y F ebr uar y , even 

mal e WRA per sonnel  wer e s t i l l  r equi r ed t o t ake a guar d, except  

t he t eac her s , who went  onl y t o t he school  a f ew hundr ed yar ds of  

t he f enc e. I n Mar ch t hi s was no l onger  r equi r ed of  men; whet her  

i t  was r equi r ed of  womsn per sonnel  member s i s not  known. The 

wr i t er  was obl i ged t o t ake al ong a guar d. Women per sonnel  

member s al most  never  went  i nt o t he col ony at  t h i s t i me. By 

Apr i l , however , t he r es t r i c t i ons whi ch had been br eak i ng down 

gr adual l y wer e gr eat l y r el axed and al l  t hat  was r equi r ed t o ensur e 

ent r ance i nt o t he col ony was a pass f r om t he Pol i ce or  f r om Mr . 
v U M ¿xfl- X- wrvv*» 

Bl ac k . Caucas i an women, however , v̂ent ur ed beyond t he school  ar ea -

so s el doa/ t hat  i n t he more di s t ant  sec t i ons of  t he Col ony t he 

wr i t er  Was f r equent l y po i nt ed out  efa an oddi t y by l i t t l e c hi l dr en 

who woul d shout  "Hak uj l n, b̂as an . / o r  hak uj l n no s n̂s e l . " Ver y 

youn J  c hi l dr en wer e l i k el y t o b u ^t  i nt o t ear s J ? br ought  t o say 

wHe/ l o , , f  t o t he hak uj l n . Even the dogs seemed /to sense some 

di f f er ence and t foul d r ush out  Of  t he bar r acks /t o bar k unt i l  t he 
7 / /  ̂ / 
St r ange pr esence di sappear ed i n t he di s t anc es 

7 ' D / 7 

St ockade Rel eases Pr ocedur e 

The r el ease of  a l ar ge number  of  t hose men det ai ned i n t he 

s t ockade, may al so have had an ef f ec t  on cal mi ng r esent ment . By 

May 13 onl y about  55 men wer e s t i l l  c onf i ned. 

The st ockade s i t uat i on was gi ven t he f o l l owi ng publ i c i t y i n 

t he Newel l  St ar  of  May 18. 
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ADMI NI STRATI ON REI EASKS LATEST STQCKAI E F I GURES 

"The number  of  peopl e who have been conf i ned i n t he st ockade 
ar ea has dec l i ned s t eadi l y s i nce t he WRA set  up i t s pr ogr am of  
r ev i ewi ng ev i dence on whi ch t he men wer e det ai ned. 

The admi ni s t r at i on r eveal ed, t he t ot al  number  of  per sons 
det ai ned i n t he st ockade was 319, al t hough t her e was never  qui t e 
t hi s number  i n t he ar ea at  any one t i me. Thi s was because some 
ar r es t s wer e made af t er  ot her s had been r el eased* 

The t o t al  number  of  men r el eased f r om t he st ockade t o dat e 
i s 264, Most  of  t hese peopl e wer e r et ur ned t o t hei r  homes i n 
t he cent er  r es i dence ar ea. A smal l  number  of  al i ens wer e t r ans-
f er r ed t o t he depar t ment  of  J us t i c e. 

The number  of  per sons r emai ni ng i n t he ar ea t o dat e i s 55. 
Eac h case i s r ev i ewed by t he admi ni s t r at i on's commi t t ee, and t he 
evi dence made avai l abl e f r om Army f i l e s and f r om t he r epor t s of  
t he FBI  ar e car ef ul l y s t udi es . Rel eases have been made on t he 
r ecommendat i on of  t h i s commi t t ee, whi ch wor ks c l osel y wi t h t he 
Ar my o f f i c i a l s . 

Rel e ases of  f r om t wo t o f i v e per sons ar e bei ng made al most  
d a i l y . " 

However , t he men l ef t  i n t he st ockade wer e by no means 

f o r got t en. MKW was s t i l l  d i s s at i s f i ed over  t he cont i nued 

i ncar cer at i on of  t he t hr ee men f r om bl ock 9» He al so vo i c ed 

t he suspi c i on t hat  some peopl e had been i nt er ned j us t  t o keep 

t he r emai nder  of  t he peopl e i n a st at e of  s ubj ec t i on. 

"Thr ee i s s ei  f r om bl ock 9 wer e t hr own i nt o t he st ockade onl y 
l as t  mont h. They d i dn ' t  r ai s e no t r oubl e but  had been compl ai ni ng 
agai ns t  peopl e i n t hat  bl ock r egar di ng t he di s t r i but i on of  g i f t s 
sent  f r om J apan. But  t hey wer e t hr own I nt o t he st ockade and ar e 
s t i l l  t her e. "1 

On t he subj ec t  of  t he bl ock 9 d i f f i c u l t i es , Or . Opi er  was 

of  t he opi ni on t hat  t he t r oubl e was mor e ser i ous t han a mer e 

squabbl e over  t he di s t r i but i on of  t he g i f t s : 

"That  bl ock 9 i s an o l d o l d squabbl e. Bl ock 9 has a s p l i t  
v o t e. I t  was a maj or i t y of  ant i - s t at us quo wi t h a st r ong mi nded 
mi nor i t y . Af t er  t he vot e was t aken, peopl e ent er ed f r om t he out -
s i de and swung i t  i n t he pr o- st at us quo di r ec t i o n. Cer t ai n f ami l i e 
wer e c r i t i c i z ed . Ther e was mess hal l  di s c r i mi nat i on and a f i ght  
bet ween t wo set s of  mess hal l  c r ews . 

1 i b i d . . May 14, 1944, p . 2. 
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Thi s c r i t i c i s m over  g i f t  di s t r i but i on was onl y one of  t he 
t h i ngs . When l as t  hear d f r om, some ant i - s t at us quo peopl e wer e 
cons i der i ng get t i ng out  of  t he bl oc k . 

"Ther e was a r eal  t hr eat  of  mess hal l  t r oubl e. T hat ' s t he 
r eal  r eason t hey wer e put  i n t he st ockade 

Nakao 's sent i ment s t owar d t he i nt er nees had under gone no 

change: 

wAs f o r  t he (boys i n t he) st ockade -  when I  s i gn my name 
f o r  anyt hi ng I  want  t o l i ve up t o i t . We s ai d once t hey ar e our  
t r ue r epr es ent at i v es . 1, 2 

Even Mi ss I wohar a, ex- secr et ar y t o t he Co- or di nat i ng Commi t t ee 

s ai d; 

M I  t hi nk t hey ought  t o r el ease al l  o f  t hose out  of  t he 
st ockade t hat  have no char ge agai ns t  t hem. They 'r e so s l ow. 
Ther e ar e many i nnocent  ones i n t her e. 1, 3 

f t e- openi ng of  Leupp Abandoned 

Al t hough i t  was not  def i n i t el y announced t hat  Leupp was not  

t o be r eopened f o r  t he i ncar cer at i on of  t hose of  t he i nt er nees 

who wer e Amer i can c i t i zens , t he f ac t  t hat  no over t  st eps wer e 

t aken, cont r i but ed negat i vel y t o t he qui et er  at mospher e. The 

r el at i v es of  t he i nt er ned men, however , wer e s t i l l  ver y anxi ous . 

Ever  s i nce t he unconf i r med r epor t  t hat  t he i nt er nees mi ght  be 

sent  t o Leupp had appear ed i n an out s i de newspaper , a s t eady 

st r eam of  i nt er es t ed per sons kept  comi ng t o t he admi ni s t r at i on 

bui l di ng i n an at t empt  t o get  some i nf or mat i on. 

No i nf or mant  not  i nt i mat el y connect ed wi t h an i nt er nee, 

expr essed concer n over  t he movement  t o Leupp. Nor  di d t he or di -

nar y evacuee t hi nk t hat  such a moverasnt  coul d pr ovoke any demons-

t r at i on f r om t he peopl e. 

1 i b l d . . Ma y 17 f  3.944, p#1- 2. 

i b i d . . May 15, 1944, p . 4 
5 i b i d . . May 16, 1944, p . 2� 
4 l b i d . . May 13, 1944, p . 7. 
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The f i r s t  i ndi c at i on t hat  any of  t he men I nt er ned wer e 

cons i der i ng t he po s s i b i l i t y of  appeal i ng t o t he cour t s of  t he 

Uni t ed St at e s , appear ed at  t h i s t i me. The f i r s t  r umor  was t hat  

one of  t he boys i n I>eupp who had been kept  i n t he st ockade s i nce 

h i s ar r i val  on December  6 was cons i der i ng ask i ng f o r  l egal  a i d . 

Thi s young man, however , was r el eas ed i n May 21 and t ook no 

ac t i on. 

DI STURBI NG FACTORS OF THI S f ERI OD 

Al t hough a ser i es of  po t ent i al l y di s t ur bi ng event s occur r ed 

dur i ng t h i s per i od and t he empl oyment  cut  began t o make i t s el f  

f e l t , no appr ec i abl e r esent  or  t r oubl e r es ul t ed. The ar r i val  of  

appr oxi mat el y 1, 700 new segr egant s f r om J er ome, Gr anada, Hear t  

Mount ai n and Mi ni doka and t he sendi ng of  not i ces t o young men 

t o appear  f o r  t hei r  Army phys i cal  exami nat i ons wer e t he most  

i mpor t ant  of  t hese occur r ances . 

Ar r i val  of  Addi t i onal  Segr egees 

The es t i mat ed number  of  per sons who ent er ed camp at  t hi s 

t i me was gi ven as 700 f r om Rohwer , 660 f r om J er ome, 140 f r om 

Gr anada, 125 f r om Hear t  Mount ai n and 59 f r om Mi ni doka. No 

or gani zed ef f o r t  on t he par t  of  t he pr essur e gr oups t o pr opa-

gandi ze t hese new ar r i val s came t o t he at t ent i on of  t he admi ni s-

t r at i on. However  t he ef f o r t  was al most  c er t ai nl y made. The 

most  ser i ous pr obl em wi t h whi ch t he admi ni s t r at i on had t o deal  

was i ns uf f i c i ent  space. To meet  t h i s , t he r oom al l o t t ed t o each 

i ndi v i dual  i n camp was cut  t o a mi ni mum of  80 squar e f eet  and a 

maxi mum of  100 squar e f ee t . The i nt ent  ot  make t hi s r educ t i on 

was announced i n t he Newel l  St ar  l ong bef or e t he ar r i val  of  t he 

new segr egees« -̂

J e we l l  St ar . Apr i l  6, 1944. 
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F i ndi ng s uf f i c i ent  r oom f or  t he i n f l ux of  new segr egees 

was and r emai ned one of  t he admi ni s t r at i on's maj or  d i f f i c u l t i es * 

At  t hi s t i me Mr . Rober t son s t at ed t hat  i n h i s opi ni on i t  was 

t he most  ser i ous pr obl em i n camp. 

Whi l e t her e was much mat t er i ng and gr umbl i ng over  t he 

s i t uat i on, r esent ment  over  cr owdi ng r emai ned unor gani zed. 

Fuj i mot o pr edi c t ed t r oubl e, but  none occur r ed: 

111 wonder  what 's goi ng t o happen when al l  t he r es t  get  her e. 
They 've got  j us t  t hr ee bl ocks and t hen t he vac anc i es . I  t hi nk 
t hey 'r e goi ng t o t r y t o squeeze i n 2, 000 peopl e. When t hey 
s t ar t  put t i ng t hem i nt o Rec . Hal l s and s t ar t  par t i t i oni ng o f f , 
I  wonder  what 's goi ng t o happen. 

r tKw c r i t i c i zed t he admi ni s t r at i on f o r  i t s po l i c y of  br i ngi ng 

t he peopl e i n i n smal l  gr oups . Eac h t i me anot her  gr oup came i n , 

sai d he, i t  caused a mi nor  di s t ur bance i n camp: 

"Peopl e comi ng i n a l i t t l e at  a t i me l i k e t hat  wi l l  cont i nue 
t o cause smal l  t r oubl e and unr es t  dur i ng t he per i od of  t r ans i t i o n. 
They 'r e eas i l y agi t at ed and wi l l  f a l l  i n l i ne wi t h t he agi t at o r s . 
What  I ' m l ook i ng f or war d t o r i ght  now i s t hat  t hose who t ook t he 
l eader shi p i n camp i n t he l as t  i nc i dent  wer e f r om Rohwer  and 
J er ome. They ar e goi ng t o get  a f a i r  number  of  sympat hi zer s 
(f r om t he new gr oups ) . I ' m t hi nk i ng of  wat chi ng t hat  end of  
i t . "2 

The appr opr i at i on of  r ec r eat i on bar r acks f o r  l i v i ng quar t er s 

wor ked a har dshi p on t he J apanese l anguage school s whi ch had 

no ot her  avai l abl e pl aces i n whi ch t o ho l d t hei r  c l as s es . Thi s 

mat t er  was event ual l y adj us t ed. The execut i ve secr et ar y of  t he 

J apanese Boar d of  Educ at i on expr essed hi msel f  as f o l l ows : 

"When t he l as t  cont i ngent  came her e, hous i ng d i dn ' t  have 
enough space t o al l o t  t o t he school s . My opi ni on i s , i f  t he 
Amer i can gover nment  want s t o move t he peopl e, t hey ought  t o have 
t he houses f i r s t . Once WRA dec i ded one r ec r eat i on hal l  was t o 
be used by one bl oc k . That  r ul e was absol ut el y c l ear . The 
peopl e have a r eal  need of  a r ec r eat i on p l ac e. Now WRA s t ar t s 
t o use t he êc . Hal l s f o r  hous i ng quar t er s . 

R . Hankey, Not es , Mar . / 1§ 44, p . 5. 

2 l b l d . . May 14, 1944, p . 1. 



P . Ha nlcey, Not es, Apr i l  (15), 1944, p. 28 

Ms r k le y st at ed tha t "a nnouncemnts f or the s® l eot ive ser vi ce Exami ni ng Team 

were to be trade on May 2 and 3 ( C a n not f i nd anyt hi ng in Newel l  s t ar )« 

Sevent y- t hr ee boys were to appear � Thi s , I wn3 l ater tol d was somewhat 

i naoour at e si nce a number of the boys ool l ed had al r eady l ef t the oent er . 
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" I  s ai d, 'Of  cour se, hav i ng hous i ng quar t er s i s i mpor t ant , 
but  t he peopl e choose t o use t he r ec hal l s f or  t hei r  educat i on» 
I  r equest ed a r easonabl e amount  of  space f or  t he schoo l s . 

Nakao gave an i nt er es t i ng account  of  an i nc i dent  whi ch 

i l l us t r at es t he at t i t ude of  t he s et t l ed popul at i on t owar d t he 

newcomer s. Ho s t i l i t y t owar d Mr . &awai X> an Ol d Tul ean and head 

of  Hous i ng, i s al so expr essed: 

"Mr . Kawai , "the head of  Hous i ng; he was No and changed t o 
Yes and want s t o be t r ans f er r ed t o anot her  cent er . He c al l ed a 
meet i ng bef or e t he peopl e of  Rohwer  and J er ome came i n . He 
t o l d t hem t hat  when Manzanar  had come i n t hey had wor ked over -
t i me and d i dn ' t  get  pai d f o r  i t . So he t o l d h i s s t af f  not  t o 
wor k over t i me t hi s t i me* 

�He was k i cked r i ght  back on h i s f ace by t he s t a f f . They 
s ai d, fWe ar e al l  J apanese. We ar e goi ng t o hel p t hose guys 
even i f  we do wor k o v er t i me. "12 

On May 18 t he Newel l  St ar  publ i shed an addi t i onal  announce-

ment  on t he necess i t y f o r  conso l i dat i on of  hous i ng. The shor t age 

was ac ut e. Twent y r ec r eat i on hal l s wer e appr opr i at ed as t empor ar y 

quar t er s f o r  t he newcomer s. Cons i der i ng t he l ack of  s uf f i c i ent  

empl oyment  i n t he cent er , t he appr opr i at i on of  t hese r ec r eat i on 

hal l s f o r  l i v i ng quar t er s i nev i t abl y wor ked a cons i der abl e har d-

shi p on t he popul at i on. 

Response and React i on t o Dr af t  No t i f i c at i on 

When on May 2 and 3 young men wer e c al l ed t o appear  

f o r  t he Ar my phys i cal  exami nat i ons (Check number  and dat e) , 

t he t r oubl e whi ch t he admi ni s t r at i on had ant i c i pat ed di d not  

mat er i a l i ze. appear ed and t went y- seven "No- nos" di d not  

appear . These young men wer e quest i oned by a member  of  t he F . B . I , 

a shor t  t i me t her eaf t er . No r esent ment  was expr essed over  t he 

manner  o f  ques t i oni ng. Fr om t he f i r s t , t he maj or i t y of  t he 

1 l b l d . . Aug. 10, 1944, p . 4. 
2 i b i d . , May 15, 1944, p . 3. 
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co l oni s t s seemed t o t hi nk t hat  c al l i ng t he sel f - avowed di s l oy al  

young men t o t he ser v i ces was ut t er l y r i di c ul ous and so mani -

f es t l y unj us t  t hat  t hey woul d not  be puni shed. However , sever al  

No- No- i nf or mant s s t at ed t hat  t hey wer e wi l l i ng t o go t o j a i l  

r at her  t han go i nt o t he Ar my. The same sent i ment  was r epor t ed 

second hand f r om many mor e. I t  was r umor ed i n admi r i ng t ones 

t hat  bef or e t hey wer e c al l ed up t o see t he P . B . I , r epr es ent at i ve, 

t hat  sever al  young men had packed t hei r  sui t cases and wer e a l l  

r eady t o pr oceed t o j a i l . 

Yamaguchi , a k i bei  No- No, who di d not  r ecei ve any no t i f i c at i o n 

gave an excel l ent  expr ess i on of  t he at t i t ude of  t hose who di d not  

appe ar . 

"Thi s i s t he way I  t hi nk t he J apanese f ee l . Anyway, i t ' s 
t he way I  f ee l . I f  1 get  c al l ed f o r  sel ec t i ve ser v i ce and show 
up f or  my phys i cal  exami nat i on, t he J apanese t h i nk , i f  we ar e 
l oyal  t o J apan, we ar e pur e J apanese, so we don' t  have t o go . 
I f  we go, t hat  means we have some l oyal t y t o t he Uni t ed St at es 
of  Amer i ca. I f  we ar e goi ng t o r ef use t o go i nt o t he Ar my, we 
ar e goi ng t o r ef use f r om t he begi nni ng. 

" I  s a i d , ' I ' m goi ng t o r ef use t o appear ! ' Mr . Rober t son 
s ai d, ' T hat ' s not  wi s e, Geor ge. Take t he Amer i can way. The 
phys i cal  exami nat i on i s a f eder al  l aw. You ar e goi ng t o i nvol ve 
f eder al  l aw! 

"But  i f  I ' m goi ng t o be a J apanese I ' m goi ng t o be pur e 
J apanese and not  Amer i can at  a l l . 

" I  d i dn ' t  use t o be l i k e t h i s . But  now I  j us t  see t h i s 
camp f r om t he J apanese po i nt  of  v i ew onl y . As a J apanese, I  
got  t o do i t  t hi s way."- *-

Nakao and Fuj i mot o ni s ei  No- Nos expr essed t hemsel ves as 

f o l l ows . Not e t he exagger at i on i n t he number s of  t hose who di d 

appear  f or  t hei r  exami nat i ons : 

Nakao:  ̂  ̂

"Ther e wer e some Yes- Yes guys i n t h i s bl oc k . I  hear  t hey 
have asked f o r  r epat r i at i o n. I  al so hear d t hat  onl y t wo guys 
showed up f o r  t hei r  physi cal s."2 

1 i b i d . , May 18, 1944, pp. 2- 3. 
3 l H d . , May 15, 1944, p . 3. 
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Fuj i mot oj  

" I  don't  t hi nk t her e1s goi ng t o be anyone her e who111 be 
t aken, pr ov i di ng h e ' s a r epat r i at e. Of  cour se t he Yes- Yes boys 
showed up. I  t hi nk t hey sent  out  82 not i ces and 17 boys , al l  
Yes- Yes showed up f o r  t hei r  exami nat i ons , n̂e No- No boy & owed 
up t oo, but  he knew hi s phys i cal  condi t i on and knew h e ' d be 
r ef used* 

"A l l  t hey di d was come ar ound and pul l  you i n f o r  a coupl e 
of  hour s of  r out i ne ques t i oni ng. Some boys had t hei r  sui t cases 
al l  packed. They asked, 'Wher e do we go f r om her e? 1 They 
( F . B . I s a i d , 'You can go home now.1 

"One of  t he k i ds i s i n our  d i v i s i o n . H© got  pul l ed i n 
and asked t he same quest i ons he was asked on h i s mi l i t ar y 
ques t i onnai r e. He s ai d, ' I ' m a J apanese and a r epat r i at e and 
d i s l o y al . 1 He s i gned a st at ement  t hen t o back up what  he s ai d 
and t hey t ur ned hi m l oos e. He t hought  sur e h e ' d be sent  t o 
Leupp. 

"The onl y guys t hey ar e goi ng t o send t o Leupp ar e t he 
guys i n t he st ockade and I  t hi nk t hey ought  t o go anyway .W1 

One i nc i dence of  anger  shown t owar d a young man who di d 

r epor t  f or  h i s phys i cal  exami nat i on was r epor t ed by a Cauc as i an. 

A young J apanese wor ki ng f or  her  suddenl y asked f or  a t hr ee day 

vac at i on. When she gave i t  t o hi m wi t hout  quest i on he r eveal ed 

t he r eason. He coul d not  endur e t he pr esence of  a co- wor ker  

who was one of  t he el even ( ? ) boys who appear ed f o r  h i s phys i cal  

e xami nat  i  on.  ̂

Al t hough t he young men concer ned managed t o cr eat e an 

i mpr ess i on of  s t al war t  i ndi f f er enc e t o t hei r  f a t e , t her e i s no 

r eason t o suppose t hat  t hei r  r el at i v es l ooked upon t he mat t er  

wi t h equal  s t o i c i sm. One young k i bei  g i r l , ext r emel y concer ned 

over  t he po s s i b i l i t y t hat  her  ei ght een year  o l d br ot her  mi ght  

be sent  t o pr i s on.pour ed out  t he f o l l owi ng st or y of  her  br o t her 's 

exper i enc es . Havi ng r eached mi l i t ar y age, he had j us t  been sent  

h i s mi l i t ar y ques t i onnai r e. 

1 i b i d . , May 13, 1944, pp. 3- 4. 
2 i b i d . , May 14, 1944, p . 3. 



"My br ot her  f i l l e d out  h i s Mi l i t ar y Regi s t r at i o n , say i ng 
t hat  he was l oy al  t o J apan and woul d not  ser ve i n t he Uni t ed 
St at es Ar my. Unf o r t unat el y he d i d i t  wi t h r ed c r ay on. So t he 
F . B . I , c a l l ed hi m i n . He showed my br ot her  t he r ed c r ayon and 
my br ot her  s a i d , 'Looks bad, do es n ' t  i t . ' 

( T h i s r emar k was not  i nt ended t o be i mpudent . The boy 

d i dn ' t  know what  el s e t o s ay . ) 

"The F . B . I , man s ai d t hat  my br ot her  coul d be sent  t o t he 
penet ent i ar y f o r  s i x y ear s . My br ot her  s a i d h e ' s been l oc k ed 
up i n camp t wo year s and i t ' s not  so bad. The man s a i d , 'Why 
do you want  t o be r epat r i at ed? 1 My br o t her  s a i d , 'My par ent s 
ar e o l d and I  want  t o be wi t h t hem.1 The F . B . I , man s a i d , \  
'Bef o r e you get  back t o J apan a l l  o f  your  r e l at i v es wi l l  be / 
bombed; y o u ' l l  have no pl ace t o g o . ' He s a i d my br ot her  was / u ' Q , 
a r ar e case and he woul d have t o be t aken t o Sacr ament o f  / r ^n ^^/ . 

The t went y- seven boys who f a i l ed t o appear  wer e i ndi c t ed 

and t r i ed l at e i n J u l y . The r es u l t  of  t he t r a i l  wi l l  be di s c us s ed 

i n t he pr oper  c hr ono l ogi c al  p l ac e. 

Ar my I ns t a l l s Uni f or m gat e pr ocedur e 

At  t h i s per i od t he Ar my, whi ch s t i l l  mai nt ai ned s ent r i es 

at  t he gat e l eadi ng f r om t he col ony t o t he admi ni s t r at i ve 

s ec t i o n, dec i ded t o i ns t a l l  a uni f o r m gat e pr oc edur e, f o r  t hose 

evacuees r egul ar l y empl oyed i n t he admi ni s t r at i ve s ec t i o n , o f f i c e 

wor ker s , war ehouse wor ker s , ho s p i t a l  empl oyees , domes t i c s , e t c . 

I t  was dec i ded t hat  each J apanese who pas s ed t hr ough t he gat e 

dai l y must  car r y an i den t i f i c a t i o n t ag, a bl ue c ar d, and a 

l ar ge r ed number ed but t on. They wer e r equi r ed t o wear  t he 

but t on on t he l e f t  l ap e l . The but t ons wer e i nc hes i n di amet er  

by ac t ual  measur ement s and a s t r i k i ngl y b r i l l i an t  r ed i n c o l o r . 

t 

Cer t ai n s t af f  member s r emar ked f ac i t i o us l y t hat  t hey l ooed 

exac t l y l i k e t he embl em of  t he r i s i ng s un. The pr oper  di s t r i -

but i on o f  t hese t hr ee separ at e i t ems caused t hose member s o f  

t he Appo i nt ed St af f  who wor ked wi t h many c o l o ni s t s under  t hem 
1 i b i d . , May 16, 1944, pp . 1, 2. 
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cons i der abl e i nconveni ence and t her e was a gr eat  deal  of  gr umbl i ng 

whi l e t he pr ocess l as t ed. Dr . Opl er  r emar ked: 

" I t ' s r eal l y f unny . The but t ons ar e gr eat  bi g r ed af f a i r s 
t hat  l ook l i k e t he r i s i ng sun. The Ar my's got t en a l l  messed 
up on t he but t on s i t uat i on. They gave t hem out ; we d i dn ' t . 
They 1 r e t r y i ng t o wor k out  a gat e pr ocedur e. X t hi nk t hey 
shoul d be i s s ued by t he head of  each wor ker 's o f f i c e . I ' v e 
hear d Capt ai n Har t man say i ng, 'Ther e ar e t oo many r ul es f or  t he 
J apanese. Ther e's got  t o be one set  of  r ul es f o r  a l l  <£ t hem. 1 

For  sever al  days af t er  t he i ns t i t ut i on of  t h i s new r egul a-

t i o n , J apanese pass i ng t hr ough t he gat es wer e shout ed at , and 

l oudl y scol ded by t he sent r i es i f  t hey d i d not  wear  t hei r  

but t ons pr oper l y . 

As f ar  as most  evacuees wer e concer ned, t he but t on mat t er  

was accept ed as mer el y anot her  i nconveni ence and, f o r  some, 

anot her  humi l i at i on. Many s ai d i t  was s i l l y . Af t er  a f ew 

st r enuous days f o r  t he s ent r i es , most  peopl e wor e t hei r  but t ons 

pr oper l y . Fuj i mot o expr essed a common at t i t ude; 

"Thi s new bus i ness about  get t i ng o f f  t he col ony i s a pai n 
i n t he nec k . F i r s t  t hey gi ve you a l i t t l e pi ece o f  paper  wi t h 
your  name, age, e t c . , on i t . Now t hey pi cked t hese up and gi ve 
you anot her  paper  wi t h a number  on i t . On Monday ever ybody 
wi l l  have t o go t hr ough a t ur ns t i l e and t hey ' l l  gi ve you a 
l i t t l e but t on whi ch mat ches t he number  on your  l i t t l e pi ece of  
bl ue paper . T hey ' l l  pr obabl y t r y t o st op you and see i f  
your  but t on mat ches t he number . 

" I t ' s j us t  downr i ght  s i l l y . I f  a man i s go i ng t o swi pe 
your  but t on h e ' l l  swi pe your  paper  t oo . I  coul d f or ge one of  
t hese i n f i ve mi nut es , any way ."2 

E mpl  oyme nt  Cut  

An empl oyment  r egul at i on was es t abl i s hed on (get  dat e and dat a 

f r om Newel l  St ar  of  Apr i l  or  May ) whi ch l i mi t ed t o t wo t he number  

of  per sons al l owed t o wor k i n each f ami l y . A cons i der abl e number  

of  compl ai nt s wer e hear d: The f o l l owi ng i s t y p i c al : 

1 i b i d . . May 17, 1944, p . 1. 
2 i b i d . , May 13, 1944, p . 3. 
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"Thi ngs ar e goi ng pr et t y good except  f o r  t he r educ t i on of  
per sons wor ki ng i n t he f ami l y . I n t h i s bl ock t her e wer e ei ght  
or  ni ne per sons who had mor e t han t wo per sons wor k i ng. I n my 
opi ni on t he admi ni s t r at i on i s maki ng a bi g mi st ake by say i ng t hat  
onl y t wo peopl e I n each f ami l y may wor k , because t her e ar e some 
f ami l i es who have as many as t en member s and t hey ought  t o be 
al l owed t o have mor e peopl e wor k i ng. 

" I n our  bl ock t her e I s a f ami l y of  seven wi t h t hr ee peopl e 
wor k i ng. I  t o l d t he man, when he came to t al k t o me, t hat  I t  
was not  necessar y f or  h i s daught er  t o qu i t . The admi ni s t r at i on 
put  a not i ce i n t he paper  whi ch s ai d t hat  i f  t hey don' t  qui t  
by May 20, t hey ar e goi ng t o send out  t er mi nat i on n o t i c es . "1 

Wi despr ead Aumor  of  Comi ng of  Exchange Shi p 

Dur i ng May and J une, a r umor  t hat  t he comi ng of  anot her  

exchange shi p mi ght  be expect ed spr ang f r om some undet er mi ned 

sour ce and sept  t he camp. Some per sons wer e so sur e t hey woul d 

be sel ec t ed f o r  t h i s as yet  qui t e unannounced J our ney t hat  t hey 

made pr el i mi nar y pr epar at i ons such as at t empt i ng t o pur chase 

t r unk s . The r umor  per s i s t ed f o r  a l ong per i od and di d not  di e 

down unt i l  l at e J u l y . " I " , a n i s e i , whose I nt ent  t o go t o 

J apan had never  been ver y s t r ong, s a i d: 

"T her e' s a r umor  t hat  t her e's anot her  exchange shi p on t he 
way. I  won't  bel i eve t hat  t i l l  I  hear  i t  on t he r adi o . I f  i t  
wer e t r ue, i t  woul d be good f o r  t he mor al e of  bot h s i d e s ^P 

( far <J L<~tA. o ŷ Irrr ) / ^J  
OLD I SSUES U (J  Q I  ' 

Whi l e t hey gave r i s e t o no spect acul ar  mani f es t at i ons , 

sever al  r esent ment s of  l ong s t andi ng cont i nued t o smol der  

dur i ng t h i s per i od. Evacuees cont i nued t o be suspi c i ous of  t he 

i nu, t he o l d member s of  t he Co- or di nat i ng Commi t t ee, Ci v i c 

Or gani zat i ons , or  t he Co- oper at i ve Ent er pr i s es , i n shor t , any Ol d 

Tul ean who hel d a pos i t i on of  pr omi nence and had t aken an act i ve 

par t  agai ns t  t he st at us quo. Whi l e no ac t i on was t aken t o 

pr ec i pi t at e r e- segr egat i on, many i nf or mant s t o l d t he wr i t er , 

1 i b i d . , May 15, 1944, p . 2. 
2 i b i d . , May 13, 1944, p . 4. 
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t hat  I t  was by no means a dead i s s ue. "I t  wi l l  come up aga i n / , " 

A consi der abl e number  of  compl ai nt s agai nst  cer t ai n of  t he 

l i v i ng condi t i ons cont i nued t o be made. Compl ai nt s about  t he 

f ood, however , wer e al most  never  hear d. 

I nu 

I ndi v i dual s wi t h st at us quo sympat hi es wer e annoyed on 

sever al  occas i ons by a syst em of  conni vance bet ween t he admi ni s-

t r at i on and t he Ci v i c Or gani zat i ons ( s t i l l  st r ongl y Ol d Tul ean 

i n char act er ) by whi ch t he appoi nt ment  of  ex- st ockade i nt er nees 

was i gnor ed and men of  l es s "danger ous" char act er  wer e sel ec t ed 

f or  cer t ai n pos i t i ons , ' 

When i nf or mant s compl ai ned t hat  a cer t ai n Mr . Kami ya, an 

ex- st ockade i nt er nee had been sel ec t ed as bl ock manager  by t he 

r es i dent s of  bl ock 51, and t hat  h i s appoi nt ment  had been del ayed 

f or  t hr ee weeks, t he wr i t er  quest i oned Mr . Ak i t s uk i , who had 

t aken a pos i t i on on t he Ci v i c Or gani zat i ons af t er  h i s r esi gna-

t i on. Ak i t suk i  s t at ed t hat  Ci v i c Or gani zat i ons hes i t at ed t o 

conf i r m Kami ya1s appoi nt ment , s i nce he had been a pr omi nent  

Dal hyo Sha Kal  member  and had, mor eover , cont i nued t o i nc i t e 

t r oubl e s i nce h i s r el ease f r om t he s t ockade,1 

Nakao, a st at us quo suppor t er  compl ai ned bi t t er l y over  t hi s 

mat t er , al t hough be was not  a r es i dent  of  51. He al so denounced 

Mr . Fur ukawa of  t he Ci v i c Or gani zat i on. Fur ukawa an Ol d Tul ean 

had t aken a ver y pr omi nent  par t  i n t he ant i - st at us quo movement . 

Resent ment s s i mi l ar  t o t hose expr essed by Nakao, wer e pr obabl y 

f el t  by many r es i dent s . 

1 i b i d . , May 16, 1944, p . 2. 
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l ) 
Mr . i 'i i yak© waa a war d c hai r man  ̂ (Mi yake l a al so an o l d 

Tul ean, gener al l y unpopul ar  f o r  h i s supposed pr o- admi ni s t r at i on 
v i ew. ) Th i s man was her e dur i ng t he t i ne of  segr egat i on and 
had h i s wi f e and h i s f at her  l eave f or  I ni ni doka whi l e he st ayed 
her e h i ms el f . I t  may be he 1 s . ôi ng out . 

"So he t ol d Ci v i c he woul d l i k e t hem t o f?et  a new bl ock 
manager  f o r  31. So t he bl ook peopl e had a meet i n g . . . . and el ec t ed 
a new manager . he happened t o be Mr . Kami ya, t he ex- secr et ar y 
of  t he i >al hyo Sha K a i . 

"So t hey t ook i t  up t o Ci v i c . I t ' s been t hr ee weeks or  
a mont h now and Ci v i c haan' t  OK 'd hi m. Mr . Mi yake i s ac t i ng 
as bl ook manager  but  ho does n't  show h i s f ace i n.t he bl ock 
(because he c\ rm i.i  'Imvi  j  . ^^^J u J L o  ̂ u ^C ^s î  ̂

a ^l m^a c . \  r  

b "That  i 3n ' t  r i ght  when t he peopl e want  Mr . Kami ya as bl ock 
manager . I  t hi nk t hey shoul d have hi m as bl ock manager . 

"Fur ukawa of  Ci v i c i s good f o r  no t hi ng. X don't  t hi nk h e ' s 
capabl e o f  s i t t i ng i n t hat  o f f i c e . He sent  out  a not i ce t hr ough 
I nt er nal  Secur i t y t hat  al l  meet i ngs whi ch ar e t o be hel d i n t he 
bl ocks shoul d be r epor t ed t o I nt er nal  Secur i t y 24 hour s bef or e-
hand. Pr evi ous t o t h i s , i f  t he meet i ng was f or  more t han 50 

nA? p l en»w? h a d t 0 t a k e o u t  a f i r e per mi t  and got  an OK f r om t he 
CAS. i h i s new r egul at i on came t hr ough I nt er nal  Secur i t y s i gned 
by Fur ukawa. I f  h e ' s t hi nk i ng of  t he wel f ar e of  t he peopl e he 
woul dn't  do t hat  t hi ng. So t oday i n bl ook manager s ' meet i ng we 
shoved i t  r i ght  back at  h i m. ^J ^/ b 

CQf f l l̂ ai nt a over  Sani t ar y F ac i l i t i es and Scr eens 

Sever al  i nf or mant s s t at ed t hat  the poor  condi t i on o f  t he 

sani t ar y f ac i l i t i es was gi v i ng r i s e t o a gr eat  many compl ai nt s . 

As has been s t r essed bef or e, t he gener al  condi t i on o f  t he l at r i nes 

i n t he o l d sec t i on of  camp was ext r emel y poor . Compar i son wi t h 

t he unusual l y f i ne f ac i l i t i es pr ov i ded f o r  t he Manzanar  gr oup 

caused addi t i onal  r esent ment . I t  was dec i ded t o t ake t he mat t er  

up wi t h t he Spani sh Consul . 

Fuj i mot o gave a v i v i d desc r i pt i on of  c er t ai n sani t ar y 

annoyances? 

fimi  Ther e ar e a l o t  o f  oompl ai nt s over  t he sani t ar y f ac i l i t i es , 
¿her e ar e l o t s of  oompl ai nt s over  t he duck boar ds i n t he shower  
r oom, i hey ar e ver y s l i pper y and ar e danger ous . Al so t her e i s 
no pl ace t o wash our  ur i na l s . I n any of  t he l at r i nes t her e i s 
no such p l ac e. They 'r e squawki ng l i ke ever y t hi ng. 

Maj , 15, 1044, pp. 3 , 4. 
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" I t ' s not  a ver y pl easant  t hi ng t o be br ushi ng your  t eet h 
i n t he mor ni ng and have somebody come al ong and wash out  a 
ur i nal  bes i de you. 

"Ther e doesn't  seem t o be any such t hi ng as a sani t at i on 
commi t t ee her e. At  l eas t  we ought  t o have somet hi ng f or  t he 
mess hal l  empl oyees and t hi ngs l i k e t h a t #"l  

Sai d Nakao: 

"I n bl ock manager s ' meet i ng t oday t he mai n f ac t or s we ar e 
r equest i ng t hr ough t he Spani sh Consul  i s bet t er  sani t ar y condi -
t i o n . Have you hear d about  Manz anar ? . . . � 

"We have no scr eens her e. That  i s one mor e poi nt  we wi l l  
ask t he Spani sh Consul . Some of  t he Ol d Tul eans t ook our  s c r eens . 
Some peopl e who went  out  t ook t hei r  scr eens wi t h t hem."2 

FATAL SHOOTI NG OF SHOI CHI  OKAMOTO 

On Thur sday t he 24t h of  May t h i s per i od of  compar at i ve qui et  

was abr upt l y ended by t he shoot i ng of  a J apanese by one of  t he 

mi l i t ar y po l i ce s ent r i es . Shoi chi  Okamot o, empl oyed i n t he 

cons t r uc t i on sec t i on dr ove f r om t he pr o j ec t  t o get  l umber  whi ch 

was t o be used i n const r uc t i on wor k and was shot  when he r et ur ned 

t o t he pr o j ec t  t hr ough t he o l d mai n ent r anc e. The shoot i ng was 

wi t nessed by 15 J apanese and one member  of  t he WRA appoi nt ed 

per sonnel . The f o l l owi ng account  i s t aken f r om t he Cor oner 's 

I nques t . 

Okamot o was dr i v i ng h i s t r uck t o get  l umber  p i l ed acr oss t he 

hi ghway f r om t he o l d mai n gat e. He was accompani ed by Shi ohama, 

a swamper . Bot h men c ar r i ed al l  necessar y i dent i f i c at i o n paper s 

and badges . On l eav i ng t he camp, t he sent r y coul d see Shi ohama's 

badge but  not  Okamot o 's , because of  t he hi gh s i dedoor  of  t he t r uc k . 

I t  i s c l ai med t hat  t he sent r y asked t o see Okamot o's badge i n a 

di sagr eeabl e f as h i o n. Okamot o showed h i s badge, was al l owed t o 

�̂I bl d. . May 13, 1944, pp. 5- 6. 
2 i b i d . . May 15, 1944, pp. 2, 4. 



pas s , and af t er  a f ew mi nut es r et ur ned wi t h h i s t r uck l oad of  

l umber . On hal t i ng at  t he gat e Okamot o st opped t he t r uck and 

"showed h i s pass up h i gh . " nDo n f t  get  f r es h , " sai d t he sent r y , 

and or der ed Okamot o o f f  t he t r uc k , commandi ng Shi ohama t o dr i v e. 

Okamot o di d not  get  o f f  t he t r uck i mmedi at el y and Shi ohama remons-

t r at ed t hat  he coul d not  dr i ve because he d i d not  have a dr i v er ' s 

l i c ens e. At  t he s ent r y 's second command, Okamot o got  o f f  of  t he 

t r uc k , l i ght i ng h i s p i pe. Wi t nesses s t at ed t hat  t he so l di er  

began t o cur se and s ai d, "You and your  WRA f r i ends ar e t r y i ng t o 

r un t h i s camp." 

The sent r y cocked h i s gun and went  t o t he si de of  t he t r uck 

wher e Okamot o was s t andi ng. He t her eupon or der ed Okamot o t o go 

t o t he back of  t he t r uck whi ch woul d have been out s i de of  t he 

gat e* Okanot o hes i t at ed. (Hi s hes i t at i on may have been due t o 

f ear  of  bei ng "shot  whi l e t r y i ng t o escape, say J apanese. On t he 

ot her  hand i t  may have been a r eac t i on t o t he commands of  t he 

s ent r y .) The sent r y shoved Okamot o wi t h h i s r i f l e but t # Okamot o 

r ai s ed h i s ar m. The sent r y st epped back a pace and f r om a di s t ance 

of  t hr ee or  f our  f eet  shot  Okamot o t hr ough t he abdomen. Most  

wi t nesses agr ee t hat  Okamot o r ai s ed h i s ar m t o war d o f f  t he bl ow. 

The sent r y cur sed, swung h i s r i f l e i n t he gener al  di r ec t i on of  

t he wi t nesses , t he heavy equi pment  cr ew st andi ng near  by ai d 

s ai d, "You peopl e get  t he hel l  out  of  her e»" The J apanese f l ed . 

The sent r y , named Goe, r eput ed by goss i p t o be a Chi nese, 

a Hi ndu or  an Amer i can I ndi an, was pl aced under  ar r es t  and an 

I nv es t i gat i on Boar d was appoi nt ed by L t . Co l . Aus t i n. 

Okamot o was hos pi t al i zed as soon as po s s i bl e. Accor di ng 

t o some eye- wi t nesses , t he sent r y woul d not  al l ow any of  t he 

J apanese pr esent  t o t ake t he t r uck t o c al l  a doct or  and a 



35 . 

J apanese r an t o c al l  an ambul ance on f oot * 

An oper at i on was per f or med by Dr . Has hi ba, as s i s t ed by 

t he Chi ef  Medi cal  Of f i c er , Dr . Si eat h. Two bl ood t r ans f us i ons 

wer e admi ni s t er ed. Okamot o di ed t he next  day May 25, at  12:10 AM. 

The r es ul t s of  t he aut opsy per f or med wer e desc r i bed by t he 

doct or s at  the i nques t : 

" I n t he r i ght  chest  ar ea was t hi s hol e whi ch was about  one 
cent i met er  i n di amet er  and t hi s was a f l es h wound t hat  connect ed 
t o t he man f s i ns i des . Ther e wer e some l ar ge r ent s t hat  had been 
t or n t hr ough t he man's l i v er  and h i s st omach had been shat t er ed 
so t hat  when i t  was f i r s t  seen at  t he oper at i on, i t  was not  
poss i bl e t o r ecogni ze t he pi eces as a st omach. The por t i on o f  
h i s l i v er  on t he l ef t - hand s i de of  t he body as I  s t at ed bef or e 
had had h i s i nt er nal  cont ent s pushed out  t hr ough t he cav i t y so 
i t  was s t i c k i ng out  and dr aped on t he out s i de of  h i s body, and 
t hi s par t i c ul ar  mat er i al  was cover ed wi t h s t i cky cont ent s , a por t i on 
of  whi ch we r ecogni zed as s paghet t i . "1 

I MMEDI ATE EFFECT OF THE SHOOTI NG ON THE COLONI STS 

The i mmedi at e r eac t i on of  t he co l oni s t s was shock . Thi s 

was c l osel y f o l l owed by an under st andabl e r el uc t ance t o pass 

t hr ough t he sent r y guar ded gat es on t he par t  of  t hose whose 

wor k r equi r ed t hat  t hey do so . Many evacuees di d not  come t o 

wor k on F r i day mor ni ng and Okamot o's f el l ow wor ker s , t he const r uc-

t i on cr ew, hel d a meet i ng and dec i ded not  t o come at  a l l . Many 

meet i ngs wer e hel d i n t he co l ony . Ho s t i l i t y t owar d t he so l di er s 

who, i n t he days i mmedi at el y af t er  the shoot i ng cont i nued t o 

come i nt o t he col ony and t r ade at  t he Co- op s t or es gr ew r ap i d l y . 

The s i ght  of  a s o l d i er ' s uni f or m was an of f ense t o t he over - wr ought  

peopl e . 

ACTI VI TY OF THE ADMI NI STRATI ON 

The ni ght  of  May 24, no women t eacher s wer e al l owed t o ent er  

t he col ony t o ho l d t hei r  hi gh school  c l as s es «2 Thi s pr ohi bi t i on, 

1 P . 5. 
q 

R. Hankey, Not es , May 24, 1944, p . 1 . 



36 . 

however , was wi t hdr awn t he next  day. The pr i mar y obj ec t i ve of  

t he admi ni s t r at i on appear s t o have been an ef f o r t  t o keep t he 

bl ame f or  t he t r agedy f r om f a l l i ng on t he WRA. An I mmedi at e 

announcement  was pr epar ed t o be r ead i n t he mess hal l s at  t he 

noon meal  on F r ai day , May 25. 

The announcement  i s sued i n t he name of  Mr . Best  f o l l o ws : 

" I  r egr et  ver y much t hat  one of  t he cent er  r es i dent s was 
shot  yes t er day af t er noon by a mi l i t ar y pol i ce sent r y and t hat  
he di ed at  t he cent er  hospi t al  ear l y t hi s mor ni ng. Ever y t hi ng 
was done by t he medi cal  s t af f  at  t he hospi t al  t o save h i s l i f e 
and a gr eat  many peopl e st ood r eady t o gi ve t hei r  bl ood. An 
i nves t i gat i on i s bei ng made by t he mi l i t ar y and pr oper  di sc i -
pl i nar y ac t i on wi l l  f o l l o w. The WRA was i n no way r espons i bl e 
f o r  t he shoot i ng, and I  want  you al l  t o know t hat  we r egr et  
t hat  i t  happened. No f ur t her  st at ement  can be made at  t hi s 
t i n» pendi ng i nves t i gat i on by t he Boar d, but  as soon as t he 
f ac t s ar e avai l abl e t hey wi l l  be gi ven t o t he r es i dent s i n 
f u l l  d e t a i l . "1 

The same af t er noon Mr . Bes t , Mr . Bl ac k , and Mr . Rober t son 

c al l ed on t he ber eaved f ami l y . Okamot o was sur v i ved by h i s 

wi dowed mot her , an o l der  br ot her  and t wo younger  br ot her s and 

t wo s i s t er s . On t he appear ance of  t he Caucas i ans , t he ent i r e 

2 

f ami l y i s s ai d t o have br oken down compl et el y . Sever al  ot her  

member s of  t he WRA per sonnel , i n par t i c ul ar  t eacher s who had 

Okamot o1s younger  br ot her s or  s i s t er s i n t hei r  c l as ses al so 

c al l ed on t he f ami l y . One Caucas i an who had j us t  l os t  h i s own 

son c al l ed, t ak i ng a pi c t ur e of  h i s dead son wi t h hi m. Okamot o1 

mot her  k i s s ed t he pi c t ur e and dr agged out  her  Sho i c h i ' s c l ot hes 

t o show t he v i s i t o r . 3 

Mr . Best  al so pl aced t wo aut omobi l es at  t he di sposal  of  

t he f ami l y and a spec i al  car  was sent  t o Hear t  Mount ai n t o br i ng 

R̂epor t  of  t he I nves t i gat i on Commi t t ee on t he Shoi chi  Okamot o 
I nc i dent , J ul y 3, 1944, p . 8. 

2 R . Hankey, Not es . May 25, 1944, p . 4. 
5 l b i d . . May 27, 1944, p . 6. 
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r el at i v es t o t he f uner al . Empl oyment  compensat i on paper s wer e 

i mmedi at el y f i l ed . 

The co l oni s t s 1 f ear  of  pass i ng t he sent r i es at  t he gat e 

was al so pr ompt l y deal t  wi t h by s t at i oni ng bot h Caucas i an and 

J apanese member s of  t he WRA pol i ce depar t ment  at  t he gat es . 

Thr ee days af t er  t he shoot i ng t he at t i t ude of  t he sent r i es had 

changed r emar kabl y . They no l onger  shout ed and bul l i ed evacuees 

pass i ng t hr ough t he gat es because of  mi spl aced badges , nor  wer e 

t hei r  r i f l es i n ev i denc e. On t he af t er noon of  May 27, t hey 

r emai ned wi t hi n t he sent r y box. Thi s po l i c y had an i mmedi at e 

cal mi ng ef f ec t . Af t er  t hey wer e assur ed adequat e pr ot ec t i on, 

t he member s of  t he const r uc t i on cr ew met  and on t he af t er noon 

of  May 25 and dec i ded t o r et ur n t o wor k . 

I MMEDI ATE ATTI TUI ES OF I NFORMANTS 

The r eac t i ons of  i nf or mant s seen I mmedi at el y af t er  t he 

news of  Okamot o*s deat h was announced var i ed f r om cont r o l l ed 

but  deepl y f e l t  anger  t o al most  hys t er i c al  r age. Some peopl e 

adv i sed t hei r  f r i ends and nei ghbor s t o keep cool  unt i l  t he 

t r ue f ac t s wer e announced. Af t er  a l l , sai d t hey , Okamot o mi ght  

have been at  f au l t . A st at ement  r el eased by Secr et ar y I c k es 

on t he mor ni ng of  May 25 ( ? ) whi ch absol ved Okamot o f r om bl ame, 

c r eat ed some s at i s f ac t i on but  was al so r egar ded as pr oof  t hat  

t he so l di er  woul d be cons i der ed gui l t y 

I nser t  st at ement  her e i f  i t  can be pr ocur ed. 

K# an o l der  n i s ei  and Wor l d War  vet er an was so moved t hat  

when di s cuss i ng t he occur r ance wi t h t he wr i t er  he al most  br oke 

down. On May 25, af t er  t he announcement  had been made i n t he 

mess hal l s he s ai d: 
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" I  hear d qui t e a l o t  of  c r i t i c i s m about  i t , but  one t hi ng 
sur pr i ses me: t he peopl e ar e ver y cal m. Ther e i s qui t e a l o t  
of  r esent ment , but  t hey ar e not  exc i t ed. The peopl e ar e s ay i ng, 
' L e t ' s be cool  and know mor e about  i t  bef or e we t ake any ac t i o n. 
We must  not  make any r ash j udgment  unt i l  we know t he f ac t s 
compl et el y»1 The col ony i t s e l f  i s t ak i ng i t  cal ml y« 

"You mi ght  f i nd hot  heads may s t ar t  t o agi t at e. But  we 
must  be f a i r » Mr . Best  i s not  r espons i bl e» 

"We had an announcement  her e at  noon i n Engl i s h and 
J apanese« As I  say , t hey wer e ver y cal m. The J apanese coul d 
t ake i t . They 111 t ake i t  more t han any ot her  r ace» 

"Pr om t he i nf or mat i on t hat  has been gat her ed, of  cour se, 
I  don' t  know i t  l ooks as i f  t he s o l di er  used t oo r ach j udgment  
i n us i ng h i s gun.11* 

A young ni s ei  g i r l  cont act ed at  t he same t i me al so s ai d 

t hat  t he peopl e wer e pr et t y cal m but  t hat  t hey wer e t al k i ng 

a gr eat  deal  and had had a meet i ng t hat  mor ni ng. "They do not  

as yet  know who was r i ght , but  t hi nk t he so l di er  was t oo qui ck 

wi t h h i s g u n . "2 

F uj i mot o 's wi f e, a n i s ei  s ai d: 

"The peopl e ar e angr y about  i t . But  we hear d over  t he r adi o 
t hat  Secr et ar y I ekes s ai d t hat  i t  was t he s o l d i er ' s f au l t , t hat  
he (t he s o l di er ) was goi ng t o h i t  hi m (Okamot o) on t he head. 
That  made t he peopl e f eel  bet t er . 

"They wer e al l  angr y ar ound her e but  nobody knew what  i t  
was al l  about . Some wer e say i ng, 'Wel l , maybe he got  f r es h . ' 
But  now ever  Secr et ar y I c kes bl ames t hat  M. P . "3 

Anot her  young ni s ei  g i r l , a f r i end of  t he wr i t er , was 

al most  I n t ear s . She f el t  t hat  t he announcement  made at  t he 

mess hal l  sounded as i f  WRA wer e t r y i ng t o avoi d r es po ns i b i l i t y . 

"I t  was Mr . Bes t ' s f aul t  f o r  br i ngi ng i n t he Mi l i t ar y i n 
t he f i r s t  p l ac e. They 'r e meet i ng i n t her e (Ci v i c Or gani zat i o n 's 
Of f i c e) no w." 

She al so s t at ed t hat  she was convi nced t hat  even i f  t he 

so l di er  wer e convi c t ed he woul d be f r eed soon af t er . She had 

1 i b l d . » May 25, 1944, p . 2. 
2 i b i d . , pp . 2- 3. 

S l b i d . , p . 3 . 
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hear d t hat  t he s o l di er  who di d t he shoot i ng at  Topaz was~ seen 

s t at i oned at  Gi l a t he next  y ear . "Do n' t  you t hi nk t he WRA 

ought  t o gi ve t he man's f ami l y some compensat i on," she added. 

A young man t o l d Mr . Rober t son t hat  t he col ony was goi ng 

t o demand t hat  Mr . ês t  r es i gn. "How can t hey do t hat ? " asked 

Rober t son, "Mr . Best  had not hi ng t o do wi t h t hi s .11 We l l , " 

r epl i ed t he young man, " I f  i t  wer en't  f o r  Mr . Bes t , t he mi l i t ar y 

woul dn't  be i n cont r ol  and t hi s woul dn't  have happened.1,1 

Lat e i n t he af t er noon of  May 25 Mr . Best  c al l ed a br i ef  

s t af f  meet i ng. He s t at ed t hat  t he i nc i dent  was ver y r egr et t abl e 

and t hat  t he s t af f  was apt  t o be conf r ont ed wi t h a s i t uat i on 

s i mi l ar  t o t hat  of  November  4 when t he newspaper s had pr esent ed 

di s t or t ed r epor t s whi ch t ook a l ong t i me t o r epr es s . "Th i s 

mi ght  be t he spar k whi ch woul d st ar t  anot her  i nc i dent . " He 

r eassur ed t he s t af f  t hat  t he absence of  evacuees f r om t hei r  

j obs dur i ng t he day had not  been a s t r i k e; t he peopl e wer e 

wai t i ng t o be r eassur ed t hat  t her e was no danger  i n t hei r  comi ng 

t hr ough t he gat es . The next  day , member s of  t he po l i ce f o r c e, 

bot h Caucas i an and J apanese wer e t o be s t at i oned at  gat e 3. 

Pat r ol  car s wer e t o move among t he wor ker s on t he f ar ms and a 

pat r ol  car  was ass i gned t o f o l l ow t he gar bage det a i l . He asked 

f o r  t he co- oper at i on of  t he s t af f  and assur ed t hem t hat  t hey 

woul d be adequat el y pr ot ec t ed. 

He announced al so t hat  a Boar d of  I nqui r y had been appoi nt ed 

by t he mi l i t ar y and t hat  WRA headquar t er s had r equest ed t hat  WRA 

be r epr esent ed on t hi s boar d by a member  of  i t s per sonnel . Mr # 

Bl ack was t o f i l l  t hi s pos i t i on. He c l osed wi t h t he st at ement  

i b i d . . p . 2» 
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t hat  i t  woul d be t he po l i c y of  t he admi ni s t r at i on t o r el ease al l  

i nf or mat i on t o t he col ony as soon as i t  was r el eased by t he 

Mi l i t ar y . 

Mr . Mar k l ey , t he r epor t s o f f i c er , t hen r ead a st at ement  

whi ch war ned t he s t af f  not  t o di scuss t he shoot i ng, t o r ef r a i n 

f r om per sonal  comment  and t o keep i n mi nd t hat  i t  "was t he r i ght  

of  't hese peopl e1 t o expr ess t hemsel ves as l ong as t he expr ess i on 

di d not  r es ul t  i n v i o l enc e . "! 

On l eav i ng t he meet i ng t he f o l l owi ng r emar k was over hear d, 

comi ng f r om one of  t he mal e s t af f  member s, "Pr oper  di s c i p l i nar y 

ac t i on wi l l  be t aken, Huhl  They f r e conv i c t i ng t he boy bef or e 

h e ' s h ea r d . "2 Mr . Best  was al so c r i t i c i zed by some s t af f  

member s "f o r  t el l i ng t hem no t h i ng." 

As f or  t he meet i ng of  t he Boar d of  I nqui r y whi ch t ook 

pl ace t he eveni ng of  May 25, no i nf or mat i on was ever  r el eas ed. 

The eveni ng of  May 25 Dr . Opi er  expr essed hi msel f  as ver y 

pl eased wi t h t he manner  i n whi ch Best  had so f ar  handl ed t he 

d i f f i c u l t  s i t uat i on. Opl er  al so s t at ed t hat  i t  was he who had 

adv i sed Best  t o gi ve t he Okamot os t he t wo aut omobi l es f or  t hei r  

use ai d t o pl ace WRA member s of  I nt er nal  Secur i t y at  t he gat e. 

The Cor oner 's I nques t  al so t ook pl ace t he eveni ng of  May 25. 

When t he dec i s i on of  t he j ur y t hat  t he sent r y had & ot  Okamot o 

"whi l e i n l i ne of  dut y" was r el eas ed i n t he newspaper s t he next  

day, i t  caused a gr eat  deal  of  r esent ment . Many per sons at  

f i r s t  cons i der ed i t  t he f i na l  v er di c t , conf us i ng i t  wi t h t he 

Cour t  Mar t i a l . 

l̂ b l d . . pp. 5- 6. 
2 l b i d . . p . 6. 
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On May 26, t he Newel l  St ar  r el eased an account  of  t he shoot i ng, 

a st at ement  by Mr . Best  and a st at ement  by Okamot o's el der  br o t her . 

The account  of  t he shoot i ng s t r essed t hat  Co l . Aus t i n had or der ed 

t he sent r y pl aced under  ar r es t  and appoi nt ed a Boar d of  I nvest i ga-

t i on and t hat  "t hese st eps wer e bei ng t aken by t he mi l i t ar y who 

ar e so l el y r espons i bl e f o r  t he i nves t i gat i on of  t he f ac t s i n t he 

c as e. " Mr . Bes t 1 st at ement  was a r epet i t i on of  t he announcement  

he had had made i n t he mess hal l s wi t h t he addi t i onal  i nf or mat i on 

t hat  ever y ef f o r t  had been made t o save Okamot o's l i f e . Okamot o's 

br ot her  asked f or  an unbi ased I nves t i gat i on of  t he c i r cumst ances 

sur r oundi ng t he shoot i ng and f u l l  j us t i ce met ed, "al t hough he 

hoped t hat  t her e woul d be no undue di s t ur bance wi t hi n t he cent er  

over  t he a f f a i r . " 

EVACUEE ATTI TUI ES EXPRESSED MAY 27 and 28. 

Compi l i ng at t i t udes dur i ng t hi s per i od was a d i f f i c u l t  and 

del i cat e t as k . F i ve cont act s wer e at t empt ed. One man, K . , f ound 

t he subj ec t  t oo pai nf ul  t o di s c us s . However , at  t hr ee homes, 

f ami l y member s and f r i ends wer e pr esent  and i t  was poss i bl e t o 

not e a cons i der abl e number  of  opi ni ons and r eac t i ons . 

i amaguchi , a k i bei  was cont act ed i n t he pr esence of  h i s 

k i bei  wi f e and a k i bei  mal e f r i end. He s t r essed t hat  WRA f s 

'at t empt  t o avoi d r es pons i bi l i t y ' was hav i ng a ver y bad ef f ec t  

on t he peopl e. "They t hi nk i f  WRA's not  r espons i bl e t hat ' s bad. 

Who i s r es pons i bl e? " He s t at ed t hat  he had a good deal  of  bus i ness 

t o t r ansact  i n t he Admi ni s t r at i ve Quar t er s but  he was not  goi ng 

t o r i s k goi ng t hr ough t he gat es . Hi s wi f e r emar ked t hat  t he 

s i ght  of  so l di er s pat r o l l i ng t he camp wi t h machi ne guns was 

o f f ens i v e. Nei t her  Xamaguchi  nor  h i s wi f e ant i c i pat ed t hat  t he 
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peopl e woul d make any demonst r at i on. "What  can we do?" he sai d 

b i t t er l y , "We »re onl y J aps* A l l  we can do i s t ake i t . " He added 

t hat  he had hear d t hat  onl y a f ew days ago an l s s el  had been h i t  

on t he head by a so l di er  when goi ng out  of  gat e 3. He had not  

under st ood Engl i s h and had not  obeyed some or der  made by t he 

s o l di er . 

At  a l ar ge f ami l y gr oup v i s i t ed on May 28, t he shoot i ng 

was di scussed at  l engt h. Ever yone pr esent  agr eed t hat  t he 

so l di er s shoul d st ay out  of  camp. Ever y t i me t he peopl e see 

t hem t hey f eel  wor se. Tr oubl e mi ght  occur , t he men agr eed, but  

"ever y t hi ng woul d depend on the v er di c t . " " I f  t he so l di er  was 

ac qui t t ed," sai d a young k i be i , "t he bes t  t hi ng WRA coul d do 

t o avo i d t r oubl e woul d be t o t ear  down t he f enc e. Then t r oubl e 

mi ght  not  s t ar t . I t  woul d be al l  r i gj i t  t o have t he mi l i t ar y 

at  t he mai n gat e, but  at  t he ot her  gat es -  No . " Those pr esent  

wer e i ndi gnant  about  some of  t he account s whi ch had appear ed i n 

t he newspaper s . "Some paper s aai d t hat  Okamot o had t r i ed j u- .1l t su 

on t he s o l d i er . " One young man pr esent  asked t he wr i t er  i f  she 

t hought  i t  poss i bl e t hat  t he so l di er  mi ght  be gi ven a heavy 

sent ence and t hen sent  some pl ace el se and r el eas ed. When t o l d 

t hat  t hi s was a d i f f i c u l t  quest i on t o answer  he asked anot her , 

" I f  t he so l di er  wer e gi ven a heavy sent ence and sent  away t o 

ser ve a l i ght  one, woul d t he so l di er s her e at  Tul e Lake know 

about  t hat  or  woul d t hey t hi nk he had r ecei ved t he heavy 

sent ence? 

F uj i mot o, a n i s ei  f r i end of  l ong s t andi ng had no hes i t at i o n 

about  speak i ng of  t he shoot i ng or  of  i t s ef f ec t  upon t he peopl e» 

1 i b i d . , May 28, 1944, p . 1 . 
2 i b l d . , p . 4« 



43 . 

Hi s r eac t i on t o t he ner vous s t r ai n was qui t e Amer i can. H© made 

sever al  cyni cal  humor ous r emar ks at  whi ch a l l  pr esent  l aughed 

i mmoder at el y. 

"Bes t  has c al l ed a cent er - wi de ho l i day on t he day of  t he 
f uner al . (A hal f - hol i day was ac t ual l y c a l l ed . ) They ar e al so 
goi ng t o have a wake at  t he hi gh- school . T hat ' s a dar n good 
i dea. I t  woul d be mor e or  l es s i r oni c al  t o gi ve t he f el l ow a 
mi l i t ar y bur i al  -  bei ng as h e ' s a r epat r i at e and a No- No. 

"A l o t  of  how t hi s goes i s goi ng t o depend on how WRA 
handl es i t  bet ween now and t he t i me t he ver di c t  i s r el eas ed. 
I f  WRA can pr ove t o t he peopl e t hat  t hey ar e s i ncer e i n t hei r  
bel i ef  t hat  t he man who was shot  was of  no f au l t , and t hat  t hey 
di d t hei r  best  t o get  j us t i c e, t hen t hi ngs mi ght  qui et  down. 
But  i f  t hey exoner at e t he man compl et el y , t her e's goi ng t o be 
a bl ow- of f . T hey ' l l  have t o bu i l d a doubl e f ence ar ound t he 
admi ni s t r at i on s ec t i on. 

"The smar t est  t hi ng WRA coul d do i s t o s t ar t  I mpr ess i ng 
t he peopl e now t hat  t he Mi l i t ar y i s more concer ned t han WRA. 
Af t er  a l l . t he man was a s o l di er . Under  t hese condi t i ons i t  
comes under  t he j ur i s di c t i o n o f  t he War  Depar t e»nt . 

"When t he announcement  was made i n our  mess ever ybody t ook 
i t  as a mat t er  of  cour se. Knowi ng t he Mi l i t ar y of  J apan, t hey 
know how i t  was . The l ocal  and c i v i l i an aut hor i t i es have t o 
st ep i nt o t he backgr ound. 

"The smar t est  t hi ng t o do woul d be t o gi ve t he man t went y 
year s and send hi m t o j a i l . Send hi m t o j a i l  anyway and par don 
hi m af t er  t hr ee or  f our  y ear s . 

"Af t er  a l l , he (Okamot o) was unar med. I f  I  wer e t he sent r y 
and had t wo r i f l es and aut omat i c p i s t o l s I  woul dn't  shoot  hi m. 
I ' d bat  hi m on t he head wi t h t he r i f l e . 

On Mr . Bes t ' s v i s i t  t o t he Okamot o f ami l y and h i s dec i s i on 

t o gr ant  per mi ss i on f o r  a publ i c f uner al , Fuj i mot o s ai d: 

"He ' s l ear ned a l o t . He had t o . He ' s mor e sens i bl e wi t h 
t he peopl e now. The J apanese peopl e ar e appr ec i at i ve of  t hat , 
es pec i al l y when i t ' s an or der  gi ven by t he Pr o j ec t  Di r ec t o r . 
I t  wi l l  mean mor e t han any 500 or  600 wor ds he can s ay . 

"On t he ot her  hand, t her e ar e peopl e who t al k l i k e t h i s : 
'Wel l , we c an' t  expect  j us t i ce f r om t he Army her e i nasmuch as 
we ar e di s l oyal  J aps and t hei r  enemi es . I f  t hat ' s t he case aa d 
t he man i s exoner at ed, a l l  we can do i s l ear n h i s name and 
r emember  i t  unt i l  af t er  t he war  and see whi ch s i de wi ns . ' They 
want  t o br i ng i t  up at  t he peace conf er ence. 
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"Anot her  f ac t i on says* 'You won't  hear  anymor e about  t h i s 
unt i l  af t er  t he war . ' By t hat  t i me t hey hope t he peopl e wi l l  
have f or got t en about  i t . Per s onal l y , I  t hi nk i f  t hey dr ag i t  
out  and hope peopl e wi l l  f o r get , I  t hi nk t her e wi l l  be a l o t  l es s 
r uckus i f  t hey j us t  come r i ght  out  wi t h i t , even i f  he i s 
exoner at ed* 

"You l ook at  i t  t h i s way. Thi s i s what  af f ec t s peopl e now. 
I f  t hat  can happen and t he man i s exoner at ed, t hat  wi l l  gi ve t he 
M. P . ' s t he i mpr ess i on t hat  t he l i v es of  t he J aps i n her e ar e not  
wor t h a hel l  of  a l o t . T hat ' s j us t  ask i ng f o r  mor e shoot i ng. 
Heck , I  mi ght  wal k t hr ough t hat  gat e next  mor ni ng and t he guy 
wi l l  t ake a shot  at  me. I ' m dead. T hat ' s not  goi ng t o hel p 
me any . 

" I  f eel  t hi s way. He ' s gone. I  c an ' t  br i ng hi m back t o 
l i f e . 

" I  hear d t hat  Aus t i n had sent  a spec i al  car  t o Hear t  Mount ai n 
t o br i ng h i s r el at i v es I n f o r  t he f uner al . T hat ' s t he l eas t  
t hey coul d do. 

"I t  al l  depends on what  t he ver di c t  i s . 

"The newspaper  s t or i es t r y t o gi ve t he i mpr ess i on t hat  t he 
man mi s i nt er pr et ed t he s ent r y 's o r der s . 

"Ther e's one t hi ng t hey 'r e goi ng t o have t  o l ook out  f o r . 
What  wi l l  J apan do about  t hi s? They r e l i abl e t o f i gur e t hat  
t en Amer i cans ar e wor t h one J ap . Pr et t y soon each si de wi l l  be 
seei ng who can k i l l  t hem (pr i soner s or  i nt er nees ) o f f  f as t e r . " 

Fuj i mot o concl uded wi t h t he r emar k t hat  t he l i d mi ght  bl ow 

o f f  t he camp i n t wo hour s . I f  t hat  happened t he saf es t  pl ace f o r  

Caucas i ans woul d be i ns i de t he co l ony , at  a J apanese f r i end ' s 

home 

Anot her  n i s e i , "M", about  28 year s o l d, was f ar  more exc i t ed 

t han F uj i mot o. "M" was at  t hi s t i me empl oyed on Dr . Op l er ' s 

s t af f  and had been bus i l y gat her i ng eye- wi t ness account s of  t he 

shoot i ng. Fr om t hese account s he had pr epar ed a r epor t  whi ch 

he ent i t l ed , "Mur der  at  Tul e L ak e. " H© al so s t r essed t he peopl es ' 

"ho s t i l i t y t o t he uni f o r m." "Ever yt i me t hey see a s o l di er  dr i v i ng 

t hr ough camp i n t hei r  ar mor ed car s i t  makes t hei r  bl ood b o i l . " 

i i b i d . , i *ay 27, 1944, pp. $- 6. 



He was convi nced t hat  i f  t he s o l di er  wer e not  puni shed pr ompt l y 

and j us t l y , t he r es ul t s "woul d be t er r i b l e , " Accor di ng t o dat a 

"M" had gat her ed, t he sent r y , Goe, had been r ude t o evacuees pas-

s i ng t hr ough t he gat e f or  some t i me. The J apanese had comment ed 

on t he di f f er enc e bet ween h i s at t i t ude and t hat  of  t he sent r y who 

pr eceded hi m and had come t o t he conc l us i on t hat  Goe "had i t  i n 

f o r  t he J ap s . " On one occas i on ( i t  was s ai d) he had shout ed at  

an i s s ei  because t he man had h i s badge on t he wr ong s i de of  h i s 

j ac k et . The i s s e i , not  under s t andi ng, had at t empt ed t o pas s , 

wher eupon Goe had h i t  hi m on t he back of  t he head wi t h t he but t  

of  h i s p i s t o l . "Mn had pr epar ed an account  of  t he shoot i ng f r om 

eye- wi t ness r epor t s whi ch he al l owed t he wr i t er  t o r ead. The 

gi s t  o f  i t  i s pr esent ed her e f r om memor y. The chi ef  s i gni f i cance 

of  t hi s account  i s t hat  i t  i s pr obabl y t he ver s i on whi ch was 

spr ead t hr ough camp and bel i eved by t he maj or i t y o f  t he c o l oni s t s . 

I t  wi l l  be not ed t hat  i t  agr ees subs t ant i al l y wi t h t he st at ement  

gi ven t o t he Spani sh Consul  by t he I nves t i gat i ng Commi t t ee. 

"When Okamot o appr oached t he gat e, dr i v i ng t he t r uc k , t he 
sent r y waved at  hi m. Okamot o i nt er pr et ed t h i s as a s i gnal  t o 
s t op. The s o l di er  t hen appr oached hi m, cur sed at  hi m and or der ed 
hi m t o get  out  of  t he t r uck . Okamot o got  out  of  t he t r uc k 
r el uc t ant l y . The so l di er  t hen or der ed hi m t o wal k out s i de t he 
f enc e. Okamot o di d so hes i t ant l y and t he so l di er  made as i f  
t o s t r i ke hi m wi t h t he but t  of  h i s r i f l e . Okamot o r ai s ed h i s 
ar ms and t he so l di er  shot  hi m i n t he st omach at  t he r ange of  
t hr ee f eet . Okamot o scr eamed and f e l l  t o t he gr ound wr i t hi ng 
and c l ut chi ng h i s st omach. The so l di er  r el oaded h i s r i f l e and 
l i ght ed a c i gar et t e. The ot her  J apanese pr esent  l ooked on 
amazed. Then t he s o l di er  s ai d, "Get  t he hel l  out  of  her e or  
I ' l l  shoot  you t o o . " The men r an t o t he hospi t al  t o get  t he 
ambul ance. Whi l e t hey wer e gone anot her  t r uck (a l umber  t r uck) 
dr ew up t o t he gat e. Seei ng t hat  t he man on t he gr ound was a 
J apanese one of  t he men i n t h i s t r uc k at t empt ed t o get  out . 
The so l di er  shout ed at  hi m, "Get  back ! G©t  t he hel l  out  o f  
her e. t t I  

i b i d . , ppJ - 2-
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Comment  

Pr om t he above st at ement s i t  may be i mpl i ed t hat  a cons i der abl e 

pr opor t i on of  t he co l oni s t s wer e of  t he opi ni on t hat  ser i ous 

t r oubl e mi ght  ar i se al most  i nst ai  t l y , par t i c ul ar l y i f  t he so l di er  

wer e exoner at ed. " I t  al l  depends on t he v er d i c t , " was a gener al  

c onc l us i on. Some c r i t i c i zed WRA's obvi ous at t empt  t o evade al l  

r es po ns i bi l i t y , whi l e " I " , al ways pr ac t i c al , pr ai s ed t h i s 

admi ni s t r at i ve move as good po l i c y . I n spi t e of  t he f ac t  t hat  

per sonnel  f r om t he I nt er nal  Secur i t y had been s t at i oned at  t he 

gat es , sever al  i nf or mant s s t at ed t hat  t hey wer e goi ng t o keep 

away f r om gat es , s i nc e, as t hey expr essed i t , " I f  WRA i s not  

r espons i bl e f o r  us , what 's t o keep t he sent r i es f r om shoot i ng us 

down t oo?" An under st andabl e ho s t i l i t y t o t he s o l di er s , aggr a-

vat ed by t hei r  cont i nued appear ance i ns i de t he f enc e, was expr essed 

by most  peopl e. Mor eover , t he suspi c i on t hat  t he sent r y woul d 

be gi ven a sent ence whi ch he woul d not  be f or ced t o ser ve, 

appear ed t o be f a i r l y common. I f  " l w ' s account  of  at t i t udes i s 

r e l i ab l e, as t he wr i t er  bel i eves i t  t o be, some of  t he co l oni s t s 

wer e al r eady pr edi c t i ng two days af t er  Okamot o's deat h and t hat  

t he so l di er  woul d be acqui t t ed t hat  t he Army woul d not  r el ease 

t hi s i nf or mat i on unt i l  such a t i me as f eel i ng had di ed down i n 

camp. 

ATTI TUI ES OF THE CAUCASI AN HSRSONNEL 

Many of  t he member s of  t he appoi nt ed per sonnel  wer e al most  

as angr y and di s t ur bed t han t he J apanese. The det ai l s of  t he 

shoot i ng, par t i c ul ar l y t he f ac t  t hat  O âmot o had been shot  down 

at  a r ange of  t hr ee f eet  wer e r epeat ed wi t h exc l amat i ons of  

hor r or  and di s gus t . Fr om Mr . Best  down, t he maj or i t y of  t he 

s t af f  member s appear ed t o be deepl y moved and s i ncer el y r egr et f u l . 
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Onl y a f ew r emar ked t hat  Okamot o may have been i mpudent  t o t he 

sent r y . Many of  t he t eacher s who had t o pass t hr ough t he gat e 

on t hei r  way t o school  expr essed a ho s t i l i t y t o t he so l di er s 

ver y s i mi l ar  t o t hat  of  t he evac uees . The onl y genui nel y 

i ncons i der at e r emar k over hear d was made by a not  t oo wel l  

bal anced s t af f  member  empl oyed i n t he ho s p i t a l . She s t at ed. 

"When Okamot o was br ought  i n t he J apanese s t andi ng ar ound 

wer e j us t  pr ay i ng f o r  hi m t o di e and don' t  k i d y o ur s el f . " When > 

anot her  per son pr esent  expr essed sympat hy f or  t he s o l di er s , t he 

same i nf or mant  s ai d: "Do n' t  gi ve t hem any sympat hy. They had 

al l  made up t hei r  mi nds t hat  i f  t hi s f el l ow i s f ound gui l t y , 

t hey 'd al l  s t ar t  shoot i ng up a f ew J aps . Then t hey (t he 

mi l i t ar y aut hor i t i es ) c oul dn' t  do anyt hi ng t o t he whol e company.*1 

Lat er  t he wr i t er  her s el f  hear d a so l di er  make t he same t hr eat . 

When a week passed wi t h no s i gn of  upr i s i ng f r om t he col ony 

t he maj or i t y of  t he s t af f  r el axed cons i der abl y and af t er  t he 

f uner al  l i t t l e t ens i on was appar ent . 

DI VI SI ONAL RESPONSI BLE MEN ATTEMPT TO FORM WORKERS' ORGANI ZATI ON 

A f ew days af t er  t he shoot i ng a ver y i nt er es t i ng at t empt  

t o r eent er  t he po l i t i c al  scene was made by t he supposedl y di s-

banded Di v i s i onal  Respons i bl e Thi s gr oup had l ed i n 

br eak i ng t he st at us quo i n December  and J anuar y . Ex- Co- or di nat i ng 

Commi t t ee member s t ook t he l eadi ng par t  i n t h i s ac t i v i t y , i n 

f ac t , K . Okamot o, an ex- member , was chai r man of  the meet i ng. 

The gr oup concei ved t he i dea of  f or mi ng a wor ker s ' o r gani zat i on 

"f o r  t he pr ot ec t i on and secur i t y of  t he wor k er s ." The pr oposed 

body was pur por t ed t o be ent i r el y unpo l i t i c al  i n c har ac t er . 

1 i b i d , 7 - May-  87 y - pp«,- S- 37- 6T 

1 i b i d . , J une 1, 1944, p . 2. 
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The di v i s i onal  wor ker s t hemsel ves wer e not  c onsul t ed. 

Mr . Kondo on behal f  of  t he Const r uct i on cr ew and Mr . Ni s hi ok a, 

head of  t he ô t or  Pool  r epor t ed t hat  t hey had consul t ed Mr . Best  

and r equest ed a guar ant ee of  saf et y t o al l  evacuees pass i ng 

t hr ough t he gat es . Mr . Best  had r epl i ed t hat  a "guar ant ee" 

mi ght  not  be poss i bl e but  he woul d do h i s bes t . 

Ther eupon, Mr . Yamat ani  " i n vi ew of  t he pr esent  i nc i dent  and 

i n v i ew of  t he l ac k of  a cent r al  r epr esent at i ve body" po i nt ed 

out  "t he pr ess i ng need f or  a wor ker s ' o r gani zat i on f o r  t he pr o-

t ec t i on and secur i t y of  t he wor k er s ." Some per sons suggest ed t hat  

t he or gani zat i on of  t h i s body be wi t hhel d unt i l  t he di v i s i onal  

wor ker s had been consul t ed, however , i t  was dec i ded t hat  t hi s was 

not  necessar y . A t empor ar y commi t t ee was appoi nt ed t o l ay t he 

mat t er  bef or e Mr . Bes t . 

When t hi s commi t t ee i nt er v i ewed Mr . Best  he chose t o r egar d 

t hei r  pr o j ec t  as po l i t i c al  i n nat ur e and r ef us ed t hem per mi ss i on 

t o f or m such a body i f  t hey expect ed i t  t o be r ecogni zed by t he 

admi ni s t r at i on. Towar d i nf or mal  wor ker s ' r epr esent at i ve bodi es 

he had no obj ec t i on. Fr om the mi nut es of  t h i s i nt er v i ew i t  i s 

appar ent  t hat  M r . Best  r eal i zed t he unpopul ar i t y of  t he member s 

of  t he Co- or di nat i ng Commi t t ee and t he Di v i s i onal  Respons i bl e 

Men, s t at i ng t hat  t hei r  at t empt  t o f or m even a t empor ar y body 

mi ght  di v i de t he col ony agai n. Cons i der i ng t he t emper  of  t he 

peopl e at  t hi s t i me, h i s r ef usal  t o gr ant  r ec ogni t i on was wi s e. 

The mi nut es st at e t hat  " as a uho l e, t he r ecommendat i ons (o f  t he 

Di v i s i onal  Respons i bl e Men) wer e accept ed and put  I nt o pr ac t i c e, 

such as t he s t at i oni ng of  t he Col oni al  Pol i ce at  t he ent r ance 

of  t he Gat e. " Thi s sugges t i on, i t  shoul d be not ed, d i d not  
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or i gi nat e wi t h t he Di v i s i onal  Respons i bl e Men, but  was put  

i nt o pr ac t i ce t he day af t er  t he shoot i ng on t he r ecommendat i on 

of  t he Const r uct i on Cr ew Wor ker s wi t h t he suppor t  of  sever al  

member s of  t he admi ni s t r at i on. 

Cons i der i ng t he di s l i k e and suspi c i on wi t h whi ch Yamat ani , 

Ak i t s uk i , Okamot o and Takahashi  wer e r egar ded by most  co l oni s t s 

at  t hi s t i me, i t  i s d i f f i c u l t  t o under s t and how t hey dar ed 

r i s k pl ac i ng t hemsel ves i n any pos i t i on of  publ i c pr omi nence. 

I t  i s pos s i bl e, of  cour se, t hat  t hey wer e not  consc i ous of  t he 

ext ent  of  t hei r  unpopul ar i t y , or  i f  t hey wer e, t hat  t hey 

cons i der ed t he opi ni ons of  t he or di nar y co l oni s t s of  l i t t l e con-

sequence. Th i s gr oup and t he pr omi nent  o f f i c er s of  t he Co-

oper at i ve Ent er pr i s es have been descr i bed by Caucas i ans and 

J apanese who know t hem wel l  as f eel i ng t hemsel ves super i or  

t o t he "r es t  of  t he dumb J aps . " Per haps t hey l ooked upon t hei r  

unsavor y r eput at i ons as t he i nev i t abl e r es ul t  of  t hei r  pr omi nence 

i n t he co l ony . 

I n any case, t he gr oup was i n j ur ed and angr y at  Mr . Bes t ' s 

r ef us al . Mi ss Tanaka desc r i bed t hei r  i ndi gnat i ons 

"Because of  t h i s shoot i ng t hey want ed t o make some sor t  
of  a l abor  or gani zat i on t o pr ot ec t  t he wor ker s . Mr . Best  
s ai d he was r eal l y di s t r es s ed over  t he i nc i dent  but  po l i t i c s 
shoul d not  be i nvol ved i n t he f uner al ; i t  shoul d be a pur el y 
r el i gi ous mat t er , pur el y a mat t er  of  payi ng t r i but e t o t he 
deceased. 

"Mr . Shi mada, Mr . Yamat ani , and Mr . Ak i t suk i  say , f No 
mat t er  how har d we wor k and how much we t r y t o do f or  t he 
peopl e we ar e al ways c al l ed i nu. So we mi ght  as wel l  l eave 
t he pl ace al one and l et  i t  bur n u p . 1 " 1 

I n r ef er ence t o t he at t i t ude of  t he peopl e she quot ed a 

sayi ng i n J apanese whi ch i s s i mi l ar  t o t he Engl i s h expr es s i on, 

"They bi t e t he hand t hat  f eeds t hem." 

1 i b l d . , J une 15, 1944, pp. 1, 4 . 
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THE QKAMQTO FUNERAL 

The ar r angement s f or  Shoi chi  Okamot o's f uner al  wer e under -

t aken by t he war d chai r men. A f uner al  commi t t ee of  bl ock 

manager s and r epr esent at i ves of  t he Const r uct i on and Mot or  

Pool  depar t ment  handl ed t he det a i l s . The ent i r e cent er  I s sai d 

t o have cont r i but ed t o t he f uner al  expenses , a cer t ai n par t  of  

whi ch, as i s us ual , wer e bor ne by WRA. A wake ser v i ce was hel d 

i n t he hi gh school  on May 30, t he eveni ng pr ecedi ng t he f uner al  

and some 1, 200 peopl e ar e s ai d t o have at t ended. 

The day of  t he f uner al , May 31, was unpl easant l y co l d ai d 

a dr i z z l i ng r ai n f e l l  i nt er mi t t ent l y . The f uner al  was hel d on 

t he out door  s t age. The r epor t  made t o t he Spani sh Consul  

s t at es t hat  6, 000 per sons at t ended, but  Mr . Rober t son est i mat ed 

t he number  as near er  4, 000. The admi ni s t r at i on wi shed some 

phot ogr aphs of  t he occas i on but  was dubi ous as t o how t hi s 

mi ght  be r ecei ved by t he peopl e. Mr . Hucyke was gi ven t he 

t ask because he was t hought  t o be wel l  known i n t he col ony« 

The phot ogr aphs wer e t aken wi t hout  i nc i dent . <̂ r . Best  and 

ot her  h i gh r ank i ng member s of  t he appoi nt ed per sonnel  at t ended. 

The desc r i pt i on of  t he f uner al  and t he t ext  of  Mr . Bes t ' s speech 

as r epor t ed i n t he Newel l  St ar  f o l l ows? 

RE SI  I E NTS PAY SOI EMN TRI BUTE AT F I NAL RI TES FOR 0KAM0T0 

Out Tdoor  f uner al  At t ended by 9000 

Wi ne t housand peopl e st ood bar eheaded f or  hour s I n a c h i l l  
wi nd and a dr i zz l e of  r a i n Wednesday af t er noon t o pay l as t i ng 
t r i but e t o t he memory of  Shoi chi  J ames Okamot o, mar t yr ed v i c t i m 
of  a shoot i ng whi ch Secr et ar y of  I nt er i o r  Har o l d L . I c k es t er med 
"compl et el y unwar r ant ed and wi t hout  pr ovocat i on on t he par t  of  
t he v i c t i m." 

Thousands came f r om al l  par t s of  t he c ent er , i n spi t e of  
t he col d di scomf or t , t o st and wi t h bowed heads i n t r i but e t o 
t he deceased. At  t he same t i me t hey wer e expr ess i ng a pr ot es t  
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agai ns t  t he hat e and I nt o l er ance engender ed by t hi s war . M©n 
and women, young and o l d, mot her s wi t h babi es i n t h e i r  ar ms, 
t hus o f f er ed sympat hy t o t he ber eaved f ami l y . Ever y per son 
pr esent  was moved by sor r ow. 

Mr . Asami t su Okut ake was t he chai r man f o r  t he s er v i c e. 
Mr . I wao Namekawa gave a gr aphi c t es t i moni al  on t he hi s t or y o f  
t he l at e Shoi chi  Qkamot o, an account  o f  t he maki ng a t r ue 
J apanese who had had t he best  of  l i f e s t i l l  bef or e hi m. Wor ds 
of  condol ence on behal f  of  t he cent er  r es i dent s was gi ven by 
Mr . Kazumi  Kawaoka. 

I n deep s i l ence br oken by t he wi nd, t he Hev . Senzo Sasak i  
conduct ed t he f i nal  r i t es as s i s t ed by al l  ot her  Buddhi st  r ever -
ends i n t he cent er . I ncense o f f er i ngs wer e made by var i ous 
o r gani zat i ons , depar t ment s, and war d r epr es ent at i ves . 

MESSAGE 

Pr o j ec t  Di r ec t or  Ray R. Best  ext ended a memor i al  addr ess 
i n behal f  of  t he admi ni s t r at i on. He s ai d, " I  wi s h t o expr ess 
r egr et  t hat  t hi s unhappy event  has occur r ed. I  have al r eady 
assur ed t he young man's f ami l y on behal f  of  t he admi ni s t r at i on 
t hat  al l  i n our  power  wi l l  be done t o ass i s t  t hem i n t hei r  
hour  of  gr i ef . 

"The communi t y i s t o be commended f o r  t he hel p t hat  i t  
has gi ven t he ber eaved f ami l y and f o r  t he publ i c expr ess i on 
of  sympat hy. The s p i r i t  shown dur i ng t he past  f ew days gi ves 
me conf i dence t hat  we ĥave l ear ned t o l i ve under  t he d i f f i c u l t  
and compl ex condi t i ons t hat  pr evai l  i n t hi s c ent er . n 

REACTI ONS TO MR. BEST 'S SPEECH AND THE FUNERAL 

Undoubt edl y Mr . Bes t ' s speech whi ch he del i v er ed wi t h 

s i ncer e and honest  f eel i ng was a gest ur e of  ext r eme s i gni f i -

cance i n di s s i pat i ng r esent ment  t owar d t he WRA. The f ac t  t hat  

t he pr o j ec t  di r ec t or  appear ed i n per son, maki ng a speech whi ch 

happi l y f i t  i nt o t he c o l o n i s t s ' s concept  of  good t as t e, i mpr essed 

some per sons deepl y . L e s s emot i onal  i ndi v i dual s pr ai s ed i t  as 

a f i r s t  r at e po l i t i c al  ges t ur e. Enemi es of  Mr . Best  or  per sons 

who bor e hi m a gr udge of  l ong s t andi ng wer e not  i mpr essed but  

t hey wer e not  abl e t o af f ec t  t he gener al  good ef f ec t  mat er i al l y . 

I mmedi at el y af t er  t he speech, Best  r ec ei ved a number  of  l et t er s 

of  appr ec i at i on. The di gn i f i ed f uner al , t he pr esence of  h i gh 

r ank i ng member s of  t he appoi nt ed per sonnel  and t he r espect  
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shown t he deceased by gr ant i ng t he hal f  ho l i day wer e al so 

appr ec i at ed. 

The day af t er  t he f uner al  t wo n i s ei  g i r l s gave a gl owi ng 

account  of  t he f uner a l . "At  l eas t  5, 000 peopl e wer e t her e; 

t or . Best  made a speech and t he f l ower s wer e wonder f ul . . . I t  

went  o f f  ver y wel l . " The second gi r l  r emar ked, "He was l ucky 

t o have such a ni ce f uner a l , " and t hen st opped i n embar r assment . 

The f i r s t  gi r l  t hen added, "i t  i s goi ng t o be bad t hougj i  i f  

t he so l di er  i s acqui t t ed. The peopl e ar e j us t  wai t i ng t o h e a r . " 1 

K . was deepl y i mpr essed: 

" I  f e l t  happy t hat  he came and made t hat  t al k . Not  t o do 
i t  woul d have made t he peopl e suspi c i ous . I  f e l t  ver y good 
about  i t . Undoubt edl y he c r eat ed a bet t er  f eel i ng by comi ng 
t han by st ayi ng away. 

"The J apanese peopl e t hought  sur e he woul d send Mr . Bl ack 
or  Mr . Rober t son and t hat  Mr . Best  woul dn't  come. They wer e 
s ur pr i s ed. He has r egai ned some c onf i denc e. Comi ng i n and 
speaki ng showed cour age. 

" I ' v e hear d t hat  t he boy (Okamot o) was a ver y good boy . 
Many t i mes as he was goi ng i n and out  of  t he gat e he not i c ed 
t he boys wi t h hi m maki ng sar cas t i c r emar ks. He expr essed h i s 
opi ni on i n t h i s way: he t o l d t he boys not  t o be s ar c as t i c . 
The so l di er s wer e on dut y and wer e per f or mi ng t he dut y as t hey 
wer e t o l d. ' I f  you cont i nue t o ant agoni ze t he s o l d i er s , ' he 
s ai d, 'somet hi ng may happen. ' Then he had t o get  i t  h i ms el f . 

"Somet i mes I  wonder  i f  t her e's a God I n wor l d. 

" I t ' s t he r ef l ec t i on on t he Uni t ed St at es Ar my. The Mi l i t ar y 
Pol i ce shoul d be t he model  f or  t he Ar my. Her e t hey ar e ac t i ng, 
how shoul d I  say , r at her  r u de l y . "2 

Yamaguchi , a k i be i , was not  i mpr essed by Mr . Bes t ' s ges t ur e. 

He i mpl i ed t hat  many peopl e, es pec i al l y t he i s s e i , under st ood 

"why Mr . Best  had made such a f i ne s peec h." 

" ê ' s good now, but  t hi nk what  happened l as t  t i me (f ar m 
ac c i dent ) . He ' s l ear ned. . .Now he has conf i dence i n t hei r  
behavi ng peac ef ul l y . 

1 i b i d . , J une 1, 1944, p . 1. 
2 l b i d . . J une 3, 1944, p . 1 . 
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"f  was gl ad t he l i ght  (publ i c addr ess syst em) d i dn ' t  go 
o f f . i - ast  t i me he spoke i t  di d go o f f  and he f e l t  ver y bad. 

At  t he same i nt er v i ew Yamaguchi  asked i f  i t  wer e t r ue t hat  

Rober t son was goi ng t o be pr o j ec t  di r ec t o r . He al so r emar ked, 

" I f  t her e i s t r oubl e, I  won't  mi nd. I ' l l  get  a k i ck out  of  wat ch-

i ng i t . n l  

F uj i mot o, whi l e not  par t i c ul ar l y moved by Mr . Bes t 's ges t ur e, 

gave Mr . Best  c r edi t  f o r  t he manner  i n whi ch he had conduct ed 

h i ms el f : 

" I  wi l l  have t o gi ve t he man c r edi t . He r eal l y has done 
h i s bes t . I  d i dn ' t  go t o t he f uner al  mys el f . But  he at t ended 
t he f uner al  and c al l ed t he hal f  ho l i day . Headi ng t he speech, 
i t  d i dn ' t  seem much di f f er ent  t han t he not i ce he sent  t o the 
mess ha l l s . I  t hought  i t  was a dar n good i dea as f ar  as he 
was concer ned. I f  t hat  was t he f u l l  t ext  of  t he speech I  t hi nk 
h e ' s pr et t y smar t . He s ai d j us t  enough, no mor e. He d i dn ' t  
l ay i t  on t oo t hi ck» 

"He ' s mor e popul ar  now t han he has been si r e e t he begi n-
ni ng of  t he camp. 

"Regar dl ess of  why he di d i t , t he f ac t  st ands t hat  he d i d 
do i t . T hat ' s what  you have t o gi ve t he man c r edi t  f o r . I t  
c oul dn't  al l  have been pr ompt ed t hr ough s el f i s hnes s . I  don' t  
bel i eve a man who wr ot e t hat  speech coul d be ent i r el y s e l f i s h . 
He coul d have st ayed at  home and l et  one of  h i s st ooges come 
down." 

At  t h i s t i me Fuj i mot o no l onger  bel i eved t hat  t he shoot i ng 

woul d cause t r oubl e i n camp. Yet  he s t i l l  s t r essed t he i mpor t -

ance of  t he ver di c t . "Al l  t he goon squad member s ar e r es t i ng 

peacef ul l y i n t he s t ockade. I f  t he ver di c t  i s bad, t hi ngs 

may change." He al so r emar ked upon t he change of  at t i t ude of  t he 

sent r i es at  t he gat e: 

"We've got  some ni ce boys at  t he gat e now. Ther e used t o 
be some guys who 'd make you st ep out , dr i ve t he t r uck t hr ough 
t he gat e and t hen get  back i n . They 'r e pr et t y good n o w. "2 

i b i d . . pp. 2 , 3 . 
2 i b i d . . J une 4, 1944, pp. 4, 5. 
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Okamot o, a conser vat i ve i ndi v i dual  admi r ed t he speech but  

was not  moved by i t : 

w ê (Mr . b es t ) was t hi nk i ng of  t he f ut ur e of  t he cent er , 
par t i c ul ar l y of  t he saf et y and s ec ur i t y . I  s ai d t o mysel f , 
f He f s qui t e a di pl omat .1 He made a ver y i nt el l i gent  speech. 
I f  he had made t he wr ong k i nd of  speech, i t  woul d have meant  
more t r oubl e. He chose h i s wor ds ver y c ar ef u l l y . " 

Speak i ng of  t hi s per i od at  a l at er  dat e Okamot o s ai d: 

"Ther e was unr es t , par t i c ul ar l y among t he young boys . 
They wer e qui t e exc i t ed. But  t her e was not hi ng t hey coul d 
do. I f  t hey s t ar t  t r oubl e, somet hi ng wi l l  happen. I  know 
l o t s of  peopl e had good exper i ence i n t he l as t  i nc i dent . They 
don't  want  any mor e t r oubl e. I f  t hey s t ar t  t r oubl e, t he same 
t hi ng wi l l  happen.W1 

Mr . Yamashi t a an ex- Sant a Fe i nt er nee and a l eader  of  t he 

under gr ound pr essur e gr oup was most  cyni cal  about  t he admi ni s-

t r a t i o n  ̂ po l i ce dur i ng t he f uner al . Not e h i s I l l o g i c al  st at e-

ment s on t he f uner al  expenses : 

"As you know, t he shoot i ng t ook pl ace i n such a manner  
t hat  i t  was l i abl e t o cause al most  any k i nd of  t r oubl e wi t h 
gr ave consequence. But  wi t h t he exper i ence of  t he pas t , r es i -
dent s of  t h i s cent er  kept  t hemsel ves ver y qui et , knowi ng them-
sel ves how ser i ous a mat t er  i t  was . The admi ni s t r at i on has 
done a ver y mar vel ous way of  t ak i ng t he mat t er  ver y c aut i ous l y , 
t r y i ng t o cal m t he f eel i ngs of  t he r es i dent s . 

"The quest i on of  s i ncer eness and sympat hy t o t he f ami l y , 
i n my opi ni on, on t he par t  of  t he Admi ni s t r at i on i s doubt f ul . 
But  t hey have wor ked i n a ver y ver y wi se way t o pr event  some 
I nc i dent  whi ch mi ght  occur . Leav i ng t he f uner al  t o be a camp 
f uner al  was done ver y exc el l ent l y and t hat  I  appr ec i at e and 
admi r e. The admi ni s t r at i on was wi se i n per suadi ng t he r es i -
dent s t o per f or m t he publ i c f uner al . That  was one of  t he 
r easons whi ch shoul d be cons i der ed i mpor t ant  i n cal mi ng down 
t he f eel i ngs of  t he peopl e. Mr . Best  was ver y wi se i n maki ng 
t he f uner al  so b i g . I t  made peopl e f eel  ver y good, wi t h t he 
expense of  t he r es i dent s . 

" I f  t h i s was a publ i c f uner al , whi ch t he admi ni s t r at i on 
s i ncer el y r ecogni zed i t , i t  shoul d have pai d par t  of  t he 
f uner al  expense f r om t he gover nment  or  t he admi ni s t r at i on. 

i b i d . , J une 20, 1944, pp. 1, 2. 
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"The commi t t ee who r epr esent ed t he f uner al  was mor e or  
l es s pul l ed i n as t ool s of  Mr . B es t / I f  I  had been a man on 
t hat  r espons i bl e commi t t ee t o per f or m t he f uner al  I  woul d 
cer t ai nl y have di scussed t he mat t er  wi t h Mr . Bes t , so at  l eas t  
a cer t ai n par t  o f  t he f uner al  woul d have been pai d by t he 
admi ni s t r at i on. Thi s t i me t hey pai d exac t l y t he same amount  
as f o r  any ot her  f uner al , $173. 00. 

"Enough f or  t he c o f f i n , " i nt er j ec t ed h i s wi f e . 1 

The f o l l owi ng l et t er  wr i t t en by Okamot o on J une 5 i s an 

i nt er es t i ng, i f  i nvo l ved expr ess i on of  publ i c sent i ment . I n 

compl i cat ed phr ases , Okamot o expr esses t he conf us i on of  t he mor e 

t hought f ul  co l oni s t s over  gener al  WRA po l i c y and par t i c ul ar l y 

on t he i mpor t ant  poi nt  of  whi ch body, WRA or  t he Ar my, was 

r espons i bl e f o r  t hei r  pr o t ec t i on. I n keepi ng wi t h a l l  ot her  

I nf or mant s at  t hi s t i me, he r emar ks t hat  "t he col ony i s eager l y 

wai t i ng wi t h gr eat  expec t at i on f o r  t he o f f i c i a l  announcement  

of  t he t r ut h . " 

Gener al l y speak i ng, t he at t i t ude and sent i ment  of  t he 
col ony t owar d shoot i ng i nc i dent  i s ver y qui et  and does not  
make shar p and st r ong c r i t i c i sm i n compar i son t o t he l as t  
year »s i nc i dent . I t  seems t o gi ve me a hi nt  t hat  on account  
of  t he past  exper i enced t r oubl esome per i od, t he co l oni s t s ar e 
ac t i ng much mor e sens i bl y and obser v i ng t he pr esent  ex i s t i ng 
condi t i on wi t h t he eyes of  gr eat  i nt er es t . 

As f ar  as I  can obser ve t he pr esent  ex i s t i ng publ i c sent i -
ment , I  ( t h i nk ) t her e wi l l  be no publ i c di s t ur bance or  see t he 
s l i ght es t  t endency of  t r oubl e and pr essur e gr oup. However , i t  
appear s t o me t hat  t he co l oni s t s have r ecei ved cons i der abl e 
shock and a t endency of  gr eat  anger  t owar d t hought l ess c r uel  
bar bar i c I n- human bei ng at t i t ude of  t he mi l i t ar y po l i c e. 

Okamot o went  on t o say t hat  at  t he l as t  r egul ar  war d meet i ng 

a Bl ock Manager  had "br ought  up t he s i ncer e hope" t hat  t he WRA 

woul d her eaf t er  t ake pr oper  measur es t o ensur e t he saf et y of  t he 

evacuees . Okamot o al so s t at ed t hat  si nce t he November  i nc i dent  

t he aut hor i t y of  t he cent er  had been compl i cat ed and conf used: 

"To t he best  of  my knowl edge we seem t o have t wo aut ho r i t i es , 

1 i b i d . , J une 14, 1944, p . 1. 
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WRA and t he Ar my," Si nce Mr . Best  had s t at ed t hat  t he WRA was 

not  r es pons i bl e, "t he col ony nat ur al l y t hi nks t he Army wi l l  

t ake t he f u l l es t  measur ement  f or  r es pons i bi l i t y of  s hoo t i ng." 

"The most  s i gni f i c ant  par t  whi ch i s mi scompr ehended and 
cont r adi c t  our  mi nds i s whet her  t he Army has aut hor i t y or  not  
wi t hi n t he bar bed wi r e f ence . . . Pr om t i me t o t i me I  hear  t he 
peopl e sayi ng t hat  t he Army has no aut hor i t y wi t hi n t he bar bed 
wi r e f ence what ever , and WRA has t he f u l l es t  power  t o cont r ol  t he 
ent i r e c ent er . The peopl e f eel  t he Army i s supposed not  t o st ay 
i n t he boundar y of  WRA. Thi s sounds ver y r easonabl e but  we do 
not  know what  degr ee i s t he t r ut h* . . 

"The col ony s i ncer el y hope t hat  ei t her  one of  t hem must  t ake 
r es po ns i bi l i t y , ot her wi se we wi l l  have no aut hor i t y t o conf or m 
( t o ) and t o pr ot ect  our  saf et y and s ec ur i t y . 

"Wi t h t he most  pr udent  at t i t ude and t he gr eat es t  i nt er es t , 
t he col ony i s obser v i ng t he pr ogr ess of  t he pr esent  af f a i r s 
and t hose f al se communi cat i on and br oadcast i ng over  r adi o 
deepl y degr ade t he publ i c mor al e and ext r emel y i r r i t at e t he 
publ i c sent i ment  and anger . As t he most  t ypi c al  c har ac t er i s t i c 
of  t he Or i ent  r ac es , es pec i a l l y , J apanese has a gr eat  t endency 
t owar d exc i t ement , i r r i t at i o n and j udge t hi ngs sent i ment al l y . 
I n cons i der at i on of  t hese f ac t s I  s i ncer el y hope t hat  t he 
aut hor i t y t ake t hor ough st eps f o r  t he i nves t i gat i on and t he 
j us t i ce wi l l  be done f o r  a bet t er  s o l ut i on. Al so I  have conf i -
dence t hat  t he col ony i s eager l y wai t i ng wi t h gr eat  expec t at i on 
f or  t he o f f i c i a l  announcement  of  t he t r ut h»® 

Agi t at i on af t er  t he Funer al  

I mmedi at el y af t er  t he f uner al  a c er t ai n Mr . M r a , who was 

at  t h i s t i me wor ki ng behi nd t he scene i n t he Resegr egat i on Gr oup 

made a r ash t hr eat  i n t he pr esence of  a gr oup of  h i s f o l l ower s , 

s t at i ng t hat  i f  t he sent r y who shot  Okamot o wer e ac qui t t ed, some 

Caucas i an woul d pay f o r  t h i s wi t h h i s l i f e . The t hr eat  l eaked 

out  and caused some concer n among t he r es i dent s . The admi ni st r a-

t i on knew not hi ng of  t h i s par t i c ul ar  at t empt  t o use t he Okamot o 

shoot i ng as an i ncent i ve t o make t r oubl e and, so f ar  as t he 

wr i t er  knows, never  hear d of  t he t hr eat . When t he so l di er  was 

exoner at ed by t he Cour t  Mar t i al , mor e t han a mont h af t er  t he 

f uner al , and t he t hr eat  was not  car r i ed out , Mr . K i r  a i s r eput ed 

t o have l os t  f ac e . 
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Admi ni s t r at i ve At t i t udes 

Once t he or deal  of  t he f uner al  speech was over  and t he 

compl i ment ar y and gr at ef ul  l et t er s f r om some evacuees wer e 

r ec ei ved, Mr . Best  l os t  much of  t he anxi et y under  whi ch he had 

suf f er ed - since t he shoot i ng. He dec i ded t o al l ow t he Okamot o 

f ami l y t o r ead t he r epor t  of  t he Cor oner 1s I nques t  so t hat  t hey 

mi ght  see f or  t hemsel ves t he t est i mony whi ch had r es ul t ed i n t he 

ver di c t  t hat  t he s o l di er  had shot  "i n l i ne of  dut y ." Mr . Best  

r emar ked t hat  t he chi ef  J apanese wi t ness had become badl y 

conf used at  t he t r i a l  and had gi ven c onf l i c t i ng and conf used 

t es t i mony. Mr . Best  i nv i t ed t he f ami l y t o h i s o f f i c e t o r ead 

t he r epor t  and s t at ed t hat  he woul d l et  t hem st udy i t  al l  day 

i f  t hey car ed t o . He had been much i mpr essed by t he char act er  

and I nt el l i genc e of  t he Okamot o f ami l y and f el t  t hat  i t  was 

l ar gel y due t o t hei r  at t i t ude and t he vol unt ar y st at ement  made 

by Okamot o's br ot her  t hat  agi t at i on had been hel d t o a mi ni mum. 

He r eal i zed, however , t hat  a Cour t  Mar t i al  ver di c t  of  acqui t t al  

mi ght  cause ser i ous t r oubl e i n camp. 

Many of  t he member s of  t he appoi nt ed s t af f  wer e l eani ng 

t o t he opi ni on t hat  t he so l di er  woul d be ac qui t t ed. Thi s 

at t i t ude was s t r engt hened by a young woman empl oyee i n t he 

St at i s t i c s Sec t i on who spr ead t he st or y t hat  she had sent  t he 

Cour t  Mar t i al  acqui t t al  ver di c t  t o Washi ngt on. Si nce t he 

Cour t  Mar t i al  had not  yet  been hel d, t h i s was obvi ous l y f a l s e . 

The young woman may have seen a r epor t  on t he Boar d of  I nqui r y 

meet i ng' of  May 25. However , her  st or y car r i ed wei ght  wi t h 

many s t af f  member s and caused much concer n over  what  t he 

J apanese mi ght  do when t hi s "news" r eached t hem.* 

1 i b i d . , J une 4, 1944, pp. 1- 2. 
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What  ef f ec t  al l owi ng t he f ami l y t o r ead t he r epor t  of  t he 

Cor oner 's I nques t  had i s not  known. H0wev er , ei t her  f r om t h i s 

r epor t  or  f r om ot her  J apanese wi t nesses , a r umor  spr ead i n t he 

camp and al most  r es ul t ed i n t he beat i ng of  Mr . Shi ohama, whose 

t est i mony had been unf avor abl e t o Okamot o. Thi s r umor  whi ch 

appear ed i n mi d- J une hel d t hat  Shi ohama had t es t i f i ed t hat  

Okamot o had at t empt ed t o s t r i ke t he s o l di er . A gr oup of  young 

men n»t  and di scussed beat i ng up t he wi t nes s . These s el f  

appoi nt ed v i g i l ant es , however , wer e not  t hemsel ves convi nced 

of  t he t r ut h of  t he r umor . The wi f e of  one young man s ai d, 

"They cannot  bel i eve t hat  a J apanese woul d do such a t h i n g . n l  

The young wi t ness was not  beat en. 

Ear l y i n J une an i nt oxi c at ed evacuee, sai d t o be a qui et  

good- nat ur ed f el l ow when sober , at t acked a so l di er  wi t h a meat  

c l eaver . The so l di er  was gener al l y r eput ed t o be a decent  

f el l ow and t he ac t  was qui t e unpr ovoked. The so l di er  was not  

i nj ur ed ser i ous l y and t he at t acker  was gi ven a j a i l  sent ence. 

No i nf or mant  expr essed any r esent ment  over  t hi s i nc i dent  

al t hough Fuj i mot o f ear ed t hat  i t  mi gft t  st i mul at e a camp- wi de 

sear ch f or  sake s t i l l s whi ch mi gj at  annoy t he peopl e.2 (The 

evacuee was r umor ed t o have become i nt oxi c at ed on "boot - l eg 

s ak e. ") No such sear ch was made at  t hi s t i me. 

COMMI TTEE ORGANI ZED ON REQUEST OF SPANI SH EMBASSY 

Ear l y i n J une t he Spani sh Embassy r equest ed t he admi ni st r a-

t i on t hat  a commi t t ee of  Tul e Lake r epr esent at i ve r es i dent s 

pr epar e a compl et e r epor t  on t he Okamot o snoot i ng whi ch r epor t , 

i t  was under s t ood, woul d be us ed by t he Spani sh Consul  i n h i s 

1 i b i d . , J une 19, 1944, pp. 1- 2. 
2 i b i d . , J une 9, 1944, p . 1. 



59 . 

r epor t  t o t he J apanese gover nment . The Cons ul 's r equest  was 

announced at  a meet i ng by Mr . Bl ac k . The c o l oni s t s ' r eac t i ons 

wer e mi xed. Most  per sons wer e i ndi f f er ent , bel i ev i ng t hat  

not hi ng much woul d come of  i t . However , member s of  t he pr essur e 

gr oup wer e def i n i t el y hos t i l e t o t he sugges t i on, suspect i ng 

t hat  t h i s pr oposed commi t t ee mi ght  be used by t he admi ni s t r at i on 

as evi dence t hat  a "r epr esent at i ve" commi t t ee di d ex i s t  at  

Tul e L ak e, an event ual i t y whi ch t he pr essur e gr oup, s t i l l  

s t al war t l y suppor t i ng t he i nt er ned Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee, 

wi shed t o avoi d at  al l  c os t s . The f ac t  t hat  t he pr oposal  was 

announced by a member  of  t he admi ni s t r at i on added f uel  t o 

t hi s s us pi c i on. 

A meet i ng was hel d J une 12 and commi t t ee member s el ec t ed 

f r om each war d. Some bl ock meet i ngs wer e hel d pr ev i ous t o t h i s 

dat e. The r eac t i on t o one was obser ved. Whi l e c al l i ng at  

F uj i mot o 's nome, h i s s i s t er  came i n and asked hi m i f  he wer e 

goi ng t o t he meet i ng. "No , " he r ep l i ed, "I  don't  go t o any of  

t hose meet i ngs . 

On J une 14, âmaguchi  who was not  a member  of  t he pr essur e 

gr oup, r el at ed t hat  Mr . Bl ack had suggest ed t he f or mat i on of  a 

gr oup of  i s s ei  t o compl y wi t h t he r equest  of  t he Spani sh Consul . 

He i mpl i ed t hat  s i nce t he suggest i on had come f r om t he admi ni s-

t r at i on t he peopl e wer e l ook i ng askance at  t he whol e t h i ng. He 

s ai d t her e was a r umor  t hat  t he ex- member s of  t he Co- or di nat i ng 

Commi t t ee wer e t ak i ng a pr omi nent  par t  i n t he f or mat i on of  t he 

commi t t ee, and t hat  peopl e f ear ed i t  mi ght  t ur n out  t o be an 

ext ens i on of  t he Co- or di nat i ng Commi t t ee.2 On J une 19, 

1 l b l d . . J une 10, 1944, p . 2. 
2 l b l d . » J une 14, 1944, pp. 2- 3. 
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Mr s . Mat suda, an act i ve agi t at or  vo i ced t he same sent i ment . 

She sai d t hat  t he peopl e wer e ver y angr y "at  t he admi ni s t r at i on's 

move t o put  a sel ec t ed gr oup on t he Commi t t ee t o see t he Spani sh 

Cons ul ." They bl amed Mr . Bl ack f or  t h i s . 1 Dr. Opl er  cor r obor at ed 

t hi s suspi c i on and c l ar i f i ed t he par t  of  t he ex- Coor di nat i ng 

Commi t t ee member s; 

"The commi t t ee t o meet  t he Spani sh Consul  has been set  up 
f r om t he war ds . The t r oubl e i s t hey have set  up a sub- commi t t ee 
and ver y pr omi nent  on t he l i s t  ar e t he names, Yamat ani , Ak i t suk i  
and Okamot o. I  don't  l i k e t hose guys on i t . I t  l ooks as i f  
Ak i t suk i  i s s t i ck i ng out  h i s neck agai n. 

"The Spani sh Consul  want s t o meet  wi t h a spokesman gr oup 
Maybe n e ' s a l i t t l e af r ai d f o r  h i s own s a f et y . "2 

Bet t er  i nf or med and l es s pr ej udi c ed J apanese, l i k e "K ", 

t ook a more r easonabl e v i ew o f  t he mat t er  and s t at ed t hat  t he 

commi t t ee had been f or med of  r espons i bl e and t r ust wor t hy men. 

gave an amusi ng desc r i pt i on of  how t he ex- Coor di nat i ng 

Commi t t ee member 's at t empt  t o r egai n pr omi nence had been r ecei ved 

at  t he meet i ng* 

"Yamat ani , Ak i t s uk i , and Okamot o wer e t o l d r i ght  t o t hei r  
f aces t hat  t he peopl e d i dn ' t  want  t hem. . .Mr . Yamat ani  pr oposed 
bef or e a c er t ai n body t hat  i f  t hey woul d consent  t o al l ow hi m 
t o negot i at e wi t h t he Spani sh Consul , he woul d do i t  gl adl y . 
He was t o l d r i ght  t hen. . . 

"They (ex- Coor di nat i ng Commi t t ee member s) ar e consc i ous of  
what  i s goi ng on, but  t hey ar e l ook i ng f o r  per sonal  gl o r y . They 
may want  t o t el l  t he J apanese gover nment  t hat  t hey r epr esent ed 
Tul e Lake and met  t he Spani sh Consul  t o r i ght  t he wr ongs t hey 
have al r eady commi t t ed. . . 

"The negot i at i ons ar e t o be conduct ed by men who ar e 
al r eady el ec t ed. They ar e pr omi nent  peopl e whom t he peopl e 
t r u s t . "3 

Mr s . "P " , an i nt el l i gent  ol der  n i s e i , al so expr essed her  

conf i dence i n t he gr oup whi ch was s el ec t ed. They had been 

1 l b l d . . J une 19, 1944, p . 1. 
2 l b l d . . J une 15, 1944, p . 6. 
3 i b l d . . J une 17, 1944, p . 1. 
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el ec t ed and i t  was al l  r i gh t . She added, however , t hat  t he 

men el ec t ed had t aken t he j ob unwi l l i ngl y and t hat  some of  

t hem want ed t o r es i gn , "i t  i s al l  because of  t he men i n t he 

s t ockade. The camp wi l l  never  be at  peace unt i l  t hat  i s 

s e t t l ed . "1 

A f ew days l at er  Yamaguchi  s t at ed t hat  nobody was t ak i ng t he 

Spani sh Consul  Commi t t ee ver y s er i ous l y . I n f ac t , sai d he , 

nobody t r us t ed t he Spani sh Consul  anymor e, even t hougn he was 

supposed t o l ook af t er  t he J apanese. "Ever ybody t hi nks t he 

Okamot o case i s a washout . Si A)tce ever ybody i s sayi ng t hat  

t he c hi ef  J apanese wi t ness sai d t hat  Okamot o t r i ed t o at t ack 

t he s o l di er , t her e i s no chance f o r  a ver di c t  of  gu i l t y . Af t er  

a l l , i f  Okamct o di d at t ack t he sent r y , t he sent r y had a r i ght  

t o shoot  hi m. 

Okamot o, a conser vat i ve bl ock manager  ei t her  di d not  know 

of  t he at t empt  of  some of  t he ex- Coor di nat i ng Commi t t ee member s 

t o get  a pr omi nent  pl ace on t he Spani sh Consul  Commi t t ee or  he 

chose not  t o ment i on i t . ê al so expr essed t he opi ni on t hat  

t he es t abl i shment  of  t he I nves t i gat i on Commi t t ee woul d have 

a cal mi ng ef f ec t  on t he peopl e. 

" I  at t ended t hi s meet i ng. As you know, t he J apanese 
gover nment  has a gr eat  i nt er es t  i n t hi s c as e. They have 
r equest ed t he Spani sh Consul  t o make a det ai l ed r epor t  and 
he has asked f o r  a commi t t ee t o make t he det ai l ed r epor t  t o 
h i m. So , s i nce t he member s of  t he Co- or di nat i ng Commi t t ee had 
r es i gned, t her e wer e no r epr esent at i ves f o r  t he peopl e. So , 
si nce nobody had r es po ns i bi l i t y , t hey suggest ed t hat  each 
bl ock send a spokesman who was a J apanese nat i o nal . 

"Then, J une 4t h ( ? ) we had an el ec t i o n . Some bl ocks 
el ec t ed a man and some bl ocks j ust  send an obser ver  t o t he 
meet i ng. Al l  wer e J apanese nat i onal s , most l y i s s e i . 

i b i d . , J une 21, 1944, p . 1. 
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"Then t hey el ec t ed o f f i c er s , pr es i dent , et c . Thi s com-
mi t t ee i s j us t  t empor ar y arid t hey dec i ded t o di sband af t er  
t he compl et i on of  t he I nv es t i gat i on. S o me of  t he peopl e 
suggest ed at  t he meet i ng t hat  t hey mi ght  r emai n as per manent  
J apanese spokesmen f o r  t he peopl e, but  I  bel i eve i n t he 
pr esent  s i t uat i on, t hey hes i t at e t o el ec t  per manent  del egat es . 

"They named ei gf t t  men f o r  t he commi t t ee. I 'her e wer e no 
Co- or di nat i ng Commi t t ee member s on t hat . Thi s commi t t ee was 
r ecogni zed o f f i c i a l l y by t he appr oval  of  Mr . ês t . 

"Ever ybody i s af r ai d of  t he f ut ur e and t hey d i dn ' t  want  
i t  t o be per manent ." 

" i t  seems t o me t hat  ver y f ew peopl e know about  t he 
det ai l s of  how t h i s was done (Okamot o s hoo t i ng) . They c an ' t  
get  t he t r ue f ac t s . Bes i des t hey 'r e af r ai d of  t he s t ockade. 
I t ' s no use t o f i ght  agai ns t  t he admi ni s t r at i on. Ever ybody 
j us t  keeps t hei r  mout h shut  and qui et . . . . 

"And bes i des t hat , t he I nves t i gat i ng Commi t t ee has been 
es t abl i s hed and t he peopl e al so bel i eve WRA and t he Army ar e 
t ak i ng car e of  i t . The commi t t ee j us t  s t ar t ed t hei r  i nvest i -
gat i on l as t  week . "I  

A ver y i nt er es t i ng account  of  t he sent i ment  of  t he under -

gr ound r e segr egat i on gr oup on t h i s mat t er  was gi ven by Yamashi t a, 

an ex- Sant a Fe i nt er nee f r om Post on ai d a l eader  of  t he pr essur e 

gr oup. The opi ni ons and suspi c i ons he voi ced wer e shar ed by t he 

pr essur e gr oup, whi ch was det er mi ned t o have n o bo dy i n Tul e Lake 

whi ch coul d even vaguel y r epl ace t he i nt er ned Negot i at i ng Com-

mi t t ee -  t he "r eal  r epr es ent at i v es ." I t  i s poss i bl e t hat  some 

of  t he co l oni s t s shar ed a par t  of  Yamashi t a1s vi ews even t hough 

t hey may not  have been act i ve member s of  t he pr essur e gr oup. 

P 

Yamaguchi f s r emar ks gi ve some evi dence of  t h i s . 

The f ac t  t hat  t he Spani sh Consul  on h i s pr evi ous v i s i t s 

t o Tul e Lake had gi ven t he suppor t er s of  t he Negot i at i ng 

Commi t t ee no ass i s t ance on t he st ockade i ssue had caused t hi s 

gr oup and marjy o f  t he r es i dent s t o l ose conf i dence i n hi m. i 'he 
1 i b i d . , J une 20, 1944, pp. 1- 2. 
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f ac t  t hat  a v i s i t  of  t he Spani sh Consul  had never  been f o l l owed 

by any not i ceabl e i mpr ovement  i n t he l o t  of  t he i nhabi t ant s of  

Tul e Lake, had pr obabl y caused many non- st at us quo peopl e t o 

r egar d h i s ef f o r t s wi t h i ndi f f er enc e« However , many peopl e f e l t  

t hat  out  of  cour t esy t o t hei r  onl y cont act  wi t h t he J apanese 

gover nment , a commi t t ee shoul d be f or med. 

Yamashi t a gave a det ai l ed desc r i pt i on of  t he suspi c i on and 

di s l i k e wi t h whi ch the ac t i v i t i es of  t he ex- Co- or di nat i ng Com-

mi t t ee wer e r egar ded by t he suppor t er s o f  t he st ockade i nt er nees 

and s t r essed t he f undament al  di s t r us t  f e l t  t owar d t he suggest i on 

because i t  was made by Mr . Bl ack , a member  of  t he admi ni s t r at i on. 

For  t he voi ced suspi c i on t hat  t he admi ni s t r at i on wi shed t o t r i ck 

t he J apanese i nt o f or ni ng a "r epr esent at i ve body" out  of  t h i s 

I nves t i gat i ng Commi t t ee, t her e appear s t o be no ev i dence what ever . 

The p i que, f e l t  over  t he f ac t  t hat  Capt ai n Mar t i n, DeAmat 's 

subor di nat e, was sent  t o Tul e Lake i ns t ead of  êAmat  h i ms el f , 

i s i nt er es t i ng. 

"Peopl e on t he whol e ar e ver y i ndi f f er ent . 

" I  do f eel  t h i s way , and af t er  a l l  t  ne J apanese peopl e ar e 
not  f oo l i s h and dumb, and I  don' t  want  t o cons i der  t he J apanese 
r ace as dumb. They have t o accept  wi t hi n a c er t ai n ext ent  bei ng 
i n t he enc l osur e, but  t hey c an't  be f oo l ed al l  t he t i me. . . 

"The Consul  de Amat  was v i s i t i ng ner e t he l at t er  par t  of  
1943. . . (He) was r equest ed s t r ongl y by t he peopl e. . . t o 
l i qui dat e t he s t ockade. . . but  t he Consul  was not  success f ul  
i n meet i ng t he wi shes of  t he peopl e on t hat  par t i cul ar  po i nt . 

"The Co- or di nat i ng Commi t t ee, whi ch was , as you know, more 
or  l es s appoi nt ed by t he admi ni s t r at i on i n whom t he publ i c had 
no t r ust  what ever , dogmat i cal l y r equest ed a v i s i t  of  t he Consul  
agai n. Consul  Amat  � we suppose t hat  he knew t hat  t he Co-
or di nat i ng Commi t t ee was n't  a r eal  r epr esent at i ve b ody , because 
he knew t hey wer en't  r eal  r epr esent at i ves el ec t ed by t he peopl e 
of  t he camp, ever  s i nce t he st ockade i s o l at ed f che- peepl e- ef - *j ae 
eampj - e-  pl ace was opened by t he admi ni s t r at i on t o conf i ne what  
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i s known as t r oubl e maker s of  t he camp f o r  "s a i d t o be" sever ance 
pur poses , *nd t her ef or e, we supposed t hat  Consul  Amat  knew t hat  
we don't  nave r eal  r epr esent at i ves her e i n t hi s camp. 

wHe r epl i ed t o t he l et t er  sent  by t he Co- or di nat i ng Com-
mi t t ee i n Apr i l , ' I  am not  sur e whi ch one ar e t he r eal  r epr e-
sent at i ves i n t he camp. Ther ef or e p l eas e, i f  necessar y , el ec t  
r epr esent at i ves wher eby I , t he Consul , can i nt er v i ew t hem*" 

"On May, 22, when Mr , Okamot o was shot , at  t hat  t i me t he 
peopl e o f  t he camp whol ehear t edl y hoped f o r  t he i mmedi at e v i s i t  
of  the Consul . On t he f o l l owi ng day of  t hat  happeni ng, t he 
r umor  i n t he camp was t hat  the shoot i ng of  Mr . Okamot o, even 
t nougn he was second gener at i on caused i mmedi at e at t ent i on of  t he 
J apanese gover nment  whi ch r equest ed t he Spani sh Embassy t o make 
a t hor ough i nves t i gat i on of  t he f ac t s . We don' t  know wher e we 
got  t hat  i nf or mat i on but  t hat  was t he r umor  al l  over  c amp."l  

Mr . Yamashi t a went  on t o expl ai n t hat  Mr . Bl ack had c al l ed 

a spec i al  meet i ng of  t he Bl ock Manager s , "wi t h t he ass i s t ance of  

t he Co- or di nat i ng Commi t t ee"  ̂ and asked t he Bl ock Manager s t o 

as s i s t  i n t he choos i ng of  r epr esent at i ves t o pr epar e t he r epor t  

f or  t he Spani sh Consul . But  "t he peopl e wer e not  t o l d t hat  t hi s 

was to be a wr i t t en r epor t  and t hat  t he Consul  di d not  i nt end t o 

come i mmedi at el y .* Yamashi t a t her ef or e was convi nced t hat  Mr . 

Bl ack was p l o t t i ng t o use t hese r epr esent at i ves "t o f or  a 

r epr esent at i ve body f o r  t he J apanese whi ch i s needed so badl y 

i n t h i s camp f r om t he poi nt  of  vi ew of  t he Aci mi ni  s t r at i  on. They 

wi shed t o f or m i t  f o r  al l  t i me. " 

Ther e was , appar ent l y , no gr ounds at  a l l  f o r  *amashi t a f s 

suspi c i on of  l̂ ac k ' s mot i ves . However , i t  r ef l ec t s t he ext r eme 

ant i - admi ni s t r at i ve at t i t ude of  t hi s l eader  of  t ne Re segr egat i on 

Gr oup. 

Synt hes i s of  Okamot o Shoot i ng; 

The f i r s t  r eac t i on of  t he col ony t o t he shoot i ng o f  Okamot o 

was a conf us i on of  shock , anger , sor r ow, and f ear  of  pass i ng 

^h i s may have been pur e r umor  or  may have been based on a shor t -
wave br oadcas t . 

g 
"As s i s t anc e" by t he Co- or di nat i ng Commi t t ee i s ver y doubt f ul . 
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t hr ough t he sent r y guar ded gat es and meet i ng a l i k e f a t e . For  

sever al  weeks af t er  t he occur r ance even t he si gi ht  of  an Army 

uni f or m was a sour ce of  i r r i t at i o n . Thi s r eac t i on was qui ck l y 

deal t  wi t n by t he admi ni s t r at i on whi ch s t at i oned Caucas i an and 

J apanese msmber s of  t he WRA pol i ce f or ce at  t he gat es , pr evai l ed 

upon Col onel  Aus t i n t o pl ace sel ec t ed sent r i es at  t he gat e and 

t o f o r b i d so l di er s t o ent er  t he camp as t hey pr ev i ous l y had been 

accust omsd t o do« About  a mont h af t er  t he shoot i ng, ho s t i l i t y 

t owar d t he so l di er s was no l onger  vo i c ed. On t he whol e t he 

r eac t i on of  t he co l oni s t s was one of  qui et  and di gni t y . Par t  

of  t h i s cons t r ai nt  was no doubt  due t o r espect  f o r  t he dead* 

Anot her  f act or  was t he consc i ousness of  t he f u t i l i t y of  pr ot est  

by an unar med peopl e agai ns t  t he Ar my. 

The admi ni s t r at i on r eal i zed t he gr av i t y of  t he occur r ance 

i ns t ant l y and embar ked on a po l i c y whi ch was ent i r el y success f ul  

i n avoi di ng addi t i onal  t r oubl e f or  t hemsel ves or  f or  t he col ony» 

The f ac t s wer e announced honest l y and pr ompt l y; r easonabl e 

per sons wer e gi ven no cause t o l ay any gui l t  on WRA; k i ndness , 

cons i der at i on and cour t esy wer e shown t he ber eaved f ami l y , 

whi ch i n no i ns t anc e, passed t he bounds of  good t as t e; t he 

evacuees 1 f ear  o f  pass i ng t hr ough t he gat es was gi ven i mmedi at e 

c ons i der at i on; Mr . Best  gave per mi ss i on t o ho l d a publ i c f uner al , 

c al l ed a nai f - ho l i day on t he day , and at t ended h i ms el f , del i ver -

i ng an unmi st akabl y s i ncer e speech whi ch i mpr essed many of  t he 

co l oni s t s deepl y ; t he so l di er s wer e f o r bi dden t o ent er  t he 

col ony pr oper  af t er  t he f uner al . 

The di v i s i onal  Respons i bl e Men, who f or mal l y di sbanded 

at  t he end of  Apr i l  1944 made an at t empt  t o r e- i nst at e t hemsel ves 
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i n a pos i t i on of  pr omi nence by f or mi ng an or gani zat i on t o pr ot ect  

t he wor ker s of  t he pr o j ec t . Thr ee ex- member s of  t he Co- or di nat i ng 

Commi t t ee pl aced t hi s pr opos i t i on bef or e Mr . Best  but  wer e r ef used 

r ec ogni t i on. Al t hough t he pr oposed body di savowed al l  po l i t i c al  

ambi t i on, Mr . ês t  bel i eved t he f or mat i on o f  t h i s body woul d 

be i nt er pr et ed as a po l i t i c al  move. 

The at t empt  of  t he pr essur e gr oups t o l ay bl ame on Mr . Best  

and t he unor gani zed c r i t i c i sms vo i ced by Mr . Bes t ' s enemi es 

had l i t t l e ef f ec t  on t he gener al  popul ace; most  peopl e wer e 

of  t he opi ni on t hat  Mr . Best  had al l  t hat  coul d be expect ed 

of  hi m under  t he c i r cumst ances . Some c r i t i c i s m was hear d over  

WRA's at t empt  t o evade r es pons i bi l i t y , but  t h i s never  r eached 

ser i ous pr opor t i ons . For  sever al  weeks af t er  t he shoot i ng, 

many i nf or mant s f ear ed t hat  t r oubl e mi ght  be pr ec i p i t at ed, but  

no f ac t o r  st r ong enough t o br i ng about  any demonst r at i on made 

i t s appear ance. Dur i ng t hi s per i od t he most  f r equent  r emar k 

made by t he J apanese was* "i t  al l  depends on t he v er d i c t . " 

Over  a mont h passed bef or e t he Cour t  Mar t i al  was hel d, and as 
:f>. 

t he weeks passed, t h i s st at ement  was made mor e and mor e r ar el y . 

Pr obaDl y cyni cal  opi ni ons , such as t hose whi ch wer e vol unt eer ed 

as ear l y as t wo days af t er  t he snoot i ng: t hat  t he so l di er  

woul d be r el eas ed or  t hat  he woul d be gi ven a sent ence whi ch 

he woul d not  be obl i ged t o ser ve, s l owl y gai ned t he ascendancy. 

The hopel essness of  gai ni ng r edr ess f r om or  t ak i ng r evenge upon 

t he Army was appar ent  t o a l l . Much i s expr essed i n t he f o l l owi ng 

t er se st at ement  made by a J apanese, "What  can we do? W£ f r e onl y 

J aps ? " When t he ver di c t  of  acqui t t al  was r el eas ed ear l y i n 

J u l y , over  a mont h af t er  t he shoot i ng, i t  caused l i t t l e sur pr i se 
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and t her e wer e uO r eper c uss i ons . I t  was , however , over shadowed 

by t he exc i t ement  ar oused by t he mur der  of  Mr . Hi t or ai . 

The r equest  of  t he Spani sn Embassy t hat  an i nves t i gat i on 

be made by a r epr esent at i ve gr oup of  J apanese c i t i zens and t hat  

a r epor t  be pr epar ed made ver y l i t t l e i mpr ess i on on t he co l ony . 

The f ac t  t hat  t he announcement  was made t hr ough t he admi ni s t r at i on 

and t hat  c er t ai n ex- member s of  t he Co- or di nat i ng Commi t t ee 

at t empt ed unsuccess f ul l y t o at t ai n pr omi nent  pos i t i ons on t he 

i nves t i gat i on commi t t ee ar oused gr eat  suspi c i on on t he par t  of  

t he c h i ef  pr essur e gr oup. The gr eat er  pr opor t i on o f  t he c o l oni s t s , 

however , appear  t o have r egar ded t he commi t t ee and i t s r epor t  as 

har ml ess but  f u t i l e . When t he r epor t  was gi ven t o t he Consul  

i n mi d- J ul y i t  ar oused scar cel y any i nt er es t . 

MI NOR EVENTS AMD ATTI TUEES OF J UNE. 1944 

Dur i ng J une t he unr es t , di s c ont ent , and hat r ed whi ch 

cul mi nat ed I** t he mur der  of  Yaozo Hi t omi , t he gener al  manager  

of  t he Co- oper at i ve Ent er pr i s es devel oped i n an i nt er woven 

sequence of  event s wni ch mer i t s separ at e t r eat ment . To i nt er -

r upt  t he nar r at i on of  t h i s devel opment  wi t n soc i al l y s i gni f i c ant  

but  unr el at ed det ai l s , woul d mar  t he pi c t ur e and conf use t he 

r eader . These unr el at ed event s and at t i t udes wi l l  t her ef or e 

be pr esent ed f i r s t . 

War d Chai r men At t empt  t o By- Pass Mr . Huycke 

Ear l y i n J une t he war d chai r men made an at t empt  t o escape 

f r om t he need of  deal i ng wi t h Mr . Huycke who, as head of  Communi t y 

Ac t i v i t i es , nad l ong been a sour ce of  aggr avat i on t o most  of  t he 

co l oni s t s who had cont act  wi t n hi m. Mr . Huycke1s unpopul ar i t y , 

whi ch appear s t o have begun when he was i n char ge of  hous i ng at  
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t he t i me when t he t r ans f er ees ent er ed camp, r emai ned wi t h hi m 

when he became head of  t he Communi t y Ac t i v i t i es Sec t i on. Most  

i nf or mant s di s l i k ed hi m; many despi sed hi m. He was , mor eover , 

al most  uni ver s al l y d i s l i k ed by t he Appoi nt ed Per sonnel . Wi t h 

# 

h i s i mmedi at e super i or , Bl ack , he appear ed t o be on excel -

l ent  t er ms. Mr . Huycke accompl i shed ver y l i t t l e i n pr ov i di ng 

r ec r eat i on f o r  t he evacuees . T h i s , however , does not  ent i r el y 

account  f o r  h i s unpopul ar i t y . Hi s habi t  of  pr omi s i ng much and 

doi ng l i t t l e , and t he f ac t  t hat  he unsuccess f ul l y at t empt ed t o 

pose as an admi r er  of  t he J apanese, t e l l i ng t hem t hat  he was a 

"J ap- l over " and not  a 1 âp- hat er " wer e cont r i but ar y c auses . 

The gener al  scor n and di sgust  wi t h whi ch ne was r egar ded by 

most  of  t he J apanese who came i n cont act  wi t h hi m, spr ead t o 

many who di d not  know hi m per s onal l y . 

I n t hi s par t i c ul ar  i ns t anc e, t he war d chai r men, not i ng 

t hat  l i t t l e at t ent i on was pai d t o r equest s or  compl ai nt s whi ch 

t hey made t o Mr . Huycke, dec i ded t hat  he was del i ber at el y wi t h-

ho l di ng t hem f r om Mr . Bes t . They t her eupon c al l ed on Mr . Best  

and r equest ed t hat  t he Communi t y Ac t i v i t i es sec t i on be t aken over  

by Mr . Best  per s onal l y . Mr . Best  r ef used t hem, al t hough he i s 

r epor t ed t o have admi t t ed t hat  Mr . Huycke was sl ow I n cnannel i ng 

t hi ngs t o ni m but  "he woul d do h i s bes t . " An account  by Mi ss 

I wohar a, who devel oped a st r ong di s l i k e t o Mr . Huycke when 

he was on t he Advi sor y Counc i l  and she was Secr et ar y t o t he 

Co- or di nat i ng Commi t t ee f o l l ows ; 

"The war d chai r men t r i ed t o get  r̂ . Huycke out . They 
f ound out  t hat  most  of  t he peopl es 1 compl ai nt s whi ch wer e 
supposed t o be channel ed t o Mr . Best  wer e j us t  goi ng t o Mr . 
Huycke who bot t l enecked t hem. So t he war d chai r men t hought  
t hat  Communi t y Or gani zat i ons ought  t o be put  under  di r ec t  
super v i s i on of  t he Pr o j ec t  Di r ec t o r . 
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wSo t he war d chai r men got  t oget her  one mor ni ng and cal l ed 
on Mr . Huycke. Mr . Huycke s ai d Mr . Pr ovi nse had suggest ed t he 
same t hi ng, but  t hat  M r . Best  had been agai ns t  t he i dea because 
he t hought  i t  woul d be di sadvant ageous» 

"So t he gr oup of  war d chai r men got  t oget her  t he next  day 
and got  an i nt er v i ew wi t h Mr . Bes t . When t hey made t hi s st at e-
ment  t o Mr * Bes t , Mr . Best  s ai d t hat  t he pl an of  put t i ng Com-
muni t y Or gani zat i ons under  t he Pr o j ec t  Di r ec t or  had been dev i sed 
by ni ms el f , but  when he sent  t he pl an t o Washi ngt on, Washi ngt on 
di d not  appr ove. So now we know t hat  Mr . Huycke was l y i ng. 
Mr . Best  s ai d t her e seemed t o be a c l ash of  per s onal i t i es and 
he admi t t ed t hat  Mr . Huycke was sl ow i n channel i ng t hi ngs t o 
hi m but  t hat  he woul d do h i s bes t . " l  

Sever al  mont hs l at er  Mr . Huycke1s J apanese Communi t y Ac t i v i t i e 

s t af f  r ose i n r evol t  and al most  l ef t  ui m i i i  a body. At  t hi s t i me 

t hey addr essed an appeal  t o t he Wasni ngt on o f f i c e . Mr . Huycke 

chose t o r egar d t hi s phenomenon as t he r es ul t  of  pr essur e put  

on h i s s t af f  by pr o- J apanese gr oups . 

St ockade Devel opment s 

At t i t udes f avor i ng t he r el ease of  t he men s t i l l  kept  i n t he 

st ockade cont i nued t o be expr essed by per sons who wer e not  

at t ached t o t he pr essur e gr oups wor ki ng ac t i vel y f o r  t hei r  

r el eas e. On J une 15, a young n i s ei  g i r l , s t at ed t hat  t he Dal hyo 

Sha Kai  had had a gr eat  deal  of  suppor t  i n November  and added 

t hat  t he peopl e wer e oecomi ng mor e and mor e angr y over  t he 

cont i nued i mpr i sonment  and i nnocent  peopl e i n t he s t ockade. She 

was sur e t hat  i f  Kai  and Kur at omi  wer e r el eased t hey woul d not  

at t empt  to make t r oubl e. She was so moved when speaki ng of  t he 

i mpr i soned men t hat  her  eyes f i l l ed wi t h t ear s .2 On J une 20, 

t he conser vat i ve Mr . Okamot o, who sever al  mont hs bef or e had not  

advocat ed r el eas e, made t he f o l l owi ng st at ement . 

"Unl ess t hey r el ease t he men f r om t he st ockade I  don' t  
t hi nk t her e i s any hope t o or gani ze a Cent r al  Commi t t ee. . . 

When asked how st r ong a par t  gi r l  pl ayed i n t he peopl es 1 

i R . Hankey, Not es., J une 15, 1944, pp. 5, 6. 
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sent i ment  t owar d t he i nt er nees , Okamot o s ai d: 

"Suppose t hose f or mer  Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee i n t he s t ockade. 
Suppose r i ght  now we el ec t  anot her  r epr esent at i ve f r om each 
bl ock and or gani ze a Cent r al  Commi t t ee. I n t hat  case we doubl e-
cr oss t hem (t he men i n t he s t ockade). We admi t  t hat  t hey had 
cr i mi nal  i nt ent i on. That  means g i r i . T hat ' s why, f o r  t he 
benef i t  of  t hem we cannot  do i t  r i ght  now, unl es s t he WRA 
r el eases t hem men. That  i s t he J apanese poi nt  of  v i ew r i ght  
now. I  wi sh t he WRA woul d r el ease t hose men. l f l  

An i nt er es t i ng account  o f  f ood t r oubl e i n t he st ockade was 

gi ven by Fuj i mot o who was i n an excel l ent  pos i t i on t o get  i nf or -

mat i on s i nce he was empl oyed i n a r espons i bl e pos i t i on i n t he 

Mess Oper at i ons : 

" I  got  Waywar d t o cr ack down on t he st ockade boys t he ot her  
day . They t hought  t hey wer e goi ng t o r un Mess Oper at i ons . They 
want ed us to gi ve t hem t hei r  r at i on dai l y i ns t ead of  week l y . 
I ' l l  be damned i f  I ' l l  wei gh out  37 pounds of  r i c e ever y day 
and 4  ̂ pounds o f  sugar . 

"Sugi mot o, one of  t he publ i c agi t at or s number  1, sent  a 
l et t er  t o t he Spani sh Consul , t el l i ng hi m t he boys i n t he 
st ockade wer e get t i ng onl y 14  ̂ a day f o r  f ood. I  t o l d Haywar d 
t o t e l l  Best  t hat  t he st ockade I s get t i ng f ood on t he same scal e 
as t he co l ony . I f  t he Spani sh Consul  t hi nks t hat ' s not  f ood 
enough, have hi m come i n and l ook at  t he books . 

"Co nf i dent i al l y , I  ve been gi v i ng t hose boys a br eak . I  
knew t hei r  onl y pl easur e was eat i ng so I ' v e even advanced t hem 
sugar  on t hei r  next  week 's r at i o n . But  ndt  anymor e. Si nce 
Sugi mot o s t ar t ed t o make t r oubl e, I ' v e not  advanced, and t hey 've 
been wi t hout  sugar  s i nce Thur sday and won't  get  any t i l l  
Tues day ."2 

The above account  i s not ewor t hy si nce t he hunger  s t r i ke 

whi ch t he det ai nees i n i t i at ed some mont hs l at er  was r umor ed t o 

have had i t s sour ce i n a di sagr eement  bet ween t he I nt er nees and 

t he admi ni s t r at i on on f ood. 

GROWTH OF HOSTI L I TY BETWEEN POSTON GROUP AND MR. TSUDA 

Dur i ng Apr i l  and May, t he l eader shi p of  t he pr essur e gr oup 

whi ch had sponsor ed t he pet i t i on i n Mar ch had f a l l en more and more 

1 i b i d . , J une 20, 1944, p . 2. 
2 l b l d . , J une 4, 1944, p . 6. 
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I nt o t he hands of  a c l i que f r om Post  on l ed by Mr . Yamashi t a, whose 

bi t t er l y ant i - admi ni s t r at i ve st at ement s have al r eady been quot ed 

on sever al  oc c as i ons . Mr . K i r a, t he man who i s r eput ed t o have 

made t he t hr eat  agai ns t  Caucas i ans af t er  t hej Okamot o shoot i ng 

was al so t i ed i n wi t h t h i s gr oup, al t hough he kept  hi msel f  wel l  

i n t he backgr ound. The admi ni s t r at i on had no knowl edge of  t he 

ascendency of  t he Post on c l i que nor  di d t hey know t hat  Xamashi t a 

was or » of  t he t op l eader s . 

One of  t he c hi ef  i nt ent i ons of  t hi s gr oup dur i ng t hi s t i me, 

bes i des f ur t her i ng pr opaganda f o r  r esegr egat i on, was t o j o i n 

f o r ces wi t h t he Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee of  t he âi hyo Sha Kai  

and t oget her , f or m an or gani zat i on whi ch woul d cont r ol  t he 

camp. To f ur t her  t h i s ambi t i on, t hey cont i nued t o agi t at e f or  

t he r el ease of  t he det ai nees . 

Somet i me i n May, however , t hey came i nt o c onf l i c t  wi t h 

anot her  f ac t i on al so devot i ng i t s e l f  t o t he r el ease of  t he 

det ai nees . Thi s f ac t i on was headed by Mr . Tsuda, t he ex- war den 

who t ook a pr omi nent  par t  i n negot i at i ng wi t h t he Ar my i n t he 

ear l y par t  of  November  1943. *̂ Tsuda, bei ng a ver y good f r i end 

of  &ur at omi 's was i n a pos i t i on of  some advant age. However , 

he r ef used t o s i gn t he Resegr egat i on Gr oup's pet i t i on and by so 

doi ng i ncur r ed t hei r  i mmedi at e suspi c i on and l at er  ho s t i l i t y . 

Yamashi t a made an at t empt  t o br i ng Tsuda wi t hi n t he f o l d of  

t he Resegr egat i on Gr oup, but  Tsuda r ef us ed. Tsuda s t at ed: 

"I n May, Mr . Yamashi t a asked me why I  d i dn ' t  j o i n t he 
Resegr egat i on Gr oup. s ai d, 'We have 9000 peopl e her e now 
and gr eat  power . I f  you shoul d bel ong t o a power  l i k e t hat  you 
can do your sel f  ver y  n i c e . w 2 

Ŝee pp. 
2 R . Hankey, Not es , Mar ch 6, 1945, p . 6. 
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Tsuda, however , r ef used t o j o i n s t at i ng t hat  s i nce he had a 

sansei  ( t h i r d gener at i on) son, he coul d not  see hi msel f  ho l di ng 

t o t he r i gor ous r epat r i at i on vi ews of  t he Hesegr egat i on Gr oup. 

Anot her  cause of  t he ho s t i l i t y was t he f ac t  t hat  bot h t he 

Post on Gr oup and Tsuda wer e wor ki ng f or  r el ease of  t he det ai nees 

and t he Post on Gr oup at  l eas t , des i r ed t he po l i t i c al  pr es t i ge 

t hat  t hey i magi ned t hi s f eat  woul d gi ve t hem wi t h t he r es i dent s . 

That  Mr . Tsuda wor ked har d and wor ked i ndependent l y di d not  

pl ease t hem. They t her eupon began a goss i p campai gn agai nst  

Mr . Ts uda, s t r ess i ng t hat  he was an i nu and a co l l abor at or  

wi t h t he admi ni s t r at i on. Mr . Tsuda*s r eput at i on di d not  as s i s t  

hi m, f or  he was s ai d t o have r un pr o f es s i onal  gambl i ng j o i nt s 

bef or e evacuat i on and i n Tul e L ak e. The pr opaganda gai ned 

cons i der abl e accept ance i n camp, and Tsuda and t he men wor ki ng 

wi t h hi m wer e denounced as dogs by many per sons who had no 

a f f i l i a t i o n wi t h t he Re segr egat i on Gr oup. The f i r s t  i ndi c at i on 

of  t hi s i nt r i gue was br ought  t o t he at t ent i on of  t he wr i t er  by 

a st at ement  made by Mr s . Mat suda, an ar dent  He segr egat i oni s t  j  

wNow t he boys i n t he st ockade ar e get t i ng mad at  Mr . Tsuda. 
When Mr . Tsuda came out  of  t he s t ockade, t hey t hought  he woul d 
be abl e t o do somet hi ng f or  t hem. But  he has n ' t  been abl e t o do 
a t hi ng. So t hey ar e get t i ng made at  hi m now*1,1 

Accor di ng t o Ts uda, he was t he f i r s t  per son wor k i ng f o r  r e-

l ease t o advocat e h i r i ng a l awyer  f or  t he det ai nees : 

"Af t er  I  got  out  of  t he st ockade ( i n Apr i l ) I  went  t o see 
Mr . Best  many t i mes , t r y i ng t o l i qui dat e t he s t ockade. When t he 
i dea of  h i r i ng a l awyer  came up, I  went  t o see Mr . K i r a . He sai d 
i t  was no us e. He s ai d, you know how bi g t he Uni t ed St at es Gover n-
ment  i s . I f  t hey% want  t o put  100 boys i n t he s t ockade, t hey wi l l  
do i t  anyway. The st ockade i s j us t  an i ns i gni f i c ant  t h i ng. I t  
woul d be f oo l i s h t o br i ng i n a l awyer . 

" I  went  t o see Mr . Yamashi t a and he sai d t he same t h i ng, 

�̂i bi d. , J une 19, 1944, p . 1. 
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"As t he sol e r espons i bl e per son f or  br i ngi ng i n a l awyer , 
I  d i dn ' t  want  t o cause any f ur t her  t r o ubl e. "  ̂

Shor t l y bef or e t h i s , t he r el at i v es of  t he i nt er ned men had 

f or me d an or gani zat i on t o cooper at e i n t he cause of  r el ease 

Thi s body was c al l ed t he Sal ban- i l n and appear s t o have wor ked 

bot h wi t h Mr » Tsuda and wi t h t he Bost on Gr oup. When Mr . Tsuda 

di d not  t ake st eps t o hi r e a l awyer , a man f r om Hear t  Mount ai n, 

named Okamot o t ook over  t he i ssue and cont ac t ed t he Amer i can 

Ci v i l  L i ber t i es Uni on. The Post on Gr oup cooper at ed ac t i v el y . 

I n t hi s mat t er  Mr s . Mat suda agai n accused Tsuda of  hav i ng pl ayed 

t he par t  of  an i nu, s t at i ng t hat  he had at t empt ed t o per suade 

t he boys i n t he st ockade t o wi t hdr aw t hei r  appeal  t o t he A® r i c an 

Ci v i l  L i ber t i es Uni on i n or der  t o pr ot ect  Mr . Bes t . Thi s mat t er  

wi l l  be di scussed i n gr eat er  det ai l  l a t er . 

Rumor s 

Two i nt er es t i ng r umor s wer e cur r ent  dur i ng J une. The r umor  

t hat  an announcement  of  an exchange shi p woul d be made cont i nued 

and gr ew s t r onger . I t  was al so wi del y r umor ed t hat  t he admi ni s-

t r at i on was pl anni ng t o gr ant  t he co l oni s t s c er t ai n pr i v i l eges . 

The l at t er  not i on may have been st i mul at ed by t he cons i der at i on 

shown by t he admi ni s t r at i on at  t he t i me of  t he Okamot o shoot i ng* 

Not hi ng came of  ei t her  r umor  ̂

On J une 3, t wo ni s ei  gi r l s asked i f  t her e wer e any t r ut h 

i n t he r umor  t hat  an exchange shi p was comi ng soon. I n t he 

weeks t hat  f o l l owed t he cj uest i on was asked at  al most  ever y 

cont act  t he wr i t er  had wi t h J apanese. On J une 23, Yamaguchi  

s ai d: 

1 l b i d > . Mar ch 6, 1945, p . 7. 
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" I  t hi nk t he next  t r anspor t  mi ght  come t he end of  t hi s 
year  or  t he begi nni ng of  t he next . That  woul d make t he peopl e 
f eel  bet t er . 

Hi s wi f e added: 

, ! I  bet  t he camp i s goi ng t o be i n an upr oar  i f  i t  does come. 

Yamaguchi  conc l uded: 

" I t  has t o con®, ot her wi se t he mor al e i s goi ng down. The 
J apanese gover nment  must  r eal i ze t h a t . " l  

The s t i mul at i ng f ac t or s f o r  t h i s r umor  ar e unknown. One 

s t af f  member  s t at ed t hat  t he Exami ner  had pr i nt ed a st at ement  

t hat  J apan was maki ng out  anot her  r epat r i at i on l i s t  ask i ng f o r  

col l ege gr aduat es and per sons who owned pr oper t y i n J apan. 

On J une 8, "K" r epor t ed t hat  r umor s wer e f l our i s hi ng t hat  

t he f ence was goi ng t o be t aken down some t i me i n J ul y and t hat  

c o l oni s t s woul d be al l owed t o make excur s i ons t o t he near by 

h i l l s . He had hear d t hat  the j ani t or s woul d be al l owed t o go 

out  f i r s t ; "t hei r  names ar e even bei ng put  down." H© s t at ed 

t hat  even i f  onl y t b9 j ani t o r s wer e al l owed t o go, t he peopl e 

woul d f eel  bet t er , "because t hen t hey woul d f eel  t hat  someday 

maybe t hey coul d go t o o . " "&" had cons i der abl e f a i t h i n t hese 

r umor s, and s t at ed t hat  t hey wer e al r eady begi nni ng t o make t he 

p 
peopl e f eel  bet t er . 

The wr i t er  checked t hese r umor s wi t h Mr . Rober t son and was 

t o l d t hat  t he admi ni s t r at i on was not  even r emot el y ent er t ai ni ng 

any such i deas . 

At t i t udes on Mr . Best  

On J une 23 âmaguchi  i nf or med t he wr i t er  t hat  he had been 

t o l d by a f r i end t hat  a gr oup of  young men had wr i t t en t o 

1 i b i d . , J une 23, 1944, p . 2. 
2 i b i d . , J une 8, 1944, p . 2. 
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Mr . I c k es , t el l i ng hi m t hat  he shoul d f i r e Bes t . Yamaguchi 1s 

i nf or mant  had s t at ed t hat  he ni msel f  had s i gned t h i s l et t er . 

Whet her  t h i s communi cat i on was sponsor ed by a pr essur e gr oup I s 

not  known. Ear l y i n J une ai ot her  young man, l i k e Yamaguchi , an 

ex- Leupp i nt er nee r emar ked t hat  he had hear d t hat  &r . Rober t son 

had been demot ed because he di d not  get  on wi t h Mr . Best  and 

because he got  on t oo wel l  wi t h t he J apanes e. 1 Mr s . "F " an 

o l der  n i s ei  woman s t at ed t hat  she was sur e t hat  mat t er s coul d 

never  go wel l  i n camp as l ong as Mr . Best  r emai ned i n h i s posi -

t i on of  Pr oj ect  Di r ec t o r . The peopl e d i dn ' t  t r us t  hi m. Mor eover , 

t hey knew t hat  he was af r ai d of  t hem. " I f  onl y Mr . Rober t son 

coul d be t he Pr o j ec t  Di r ec t o r . "2 Al t hough mor e i nf or mant s can-

not  be quot ed i t  was qui t e appar ent  t hat  by t he end of  J une Mr . 

Best  had al most  compl et el y l os t  t he r espect  he had gai ned wi t h 

some peopl e because of  h i s cons i der at e ac t i on at  t he t i me of  t he 

Okamot o f uner al . 

St at us and t he Pr essur e Gr oups 

L i t t l e i s known of  t he ac t i v i t i es of  t he pr essur e gr oups 

dur i ng t he mont h of  J une. The r el at i v es of  t he i nt er nees went  

f or war d wi t h t hei r  pr epar at i ons t o appeal  t o t he Ci v i l  L i ber t i es 

Uni on f o r  ass i s t ance i n t he st ockade mat t er . Undoubt edl y, t he 

Post on gr oup al so di d al l  i t  coul d t o i ncr ease t he unpopul ar i t y 

of  Mr . Bes t , whose pr esence as Pr o j  ec t  Di r ec t or  was r egar ded as 

one of  t hei r  chi ef  obs t ac l es . Ther e wer e, however , f ew over t  

s i gne t hat  t hi s gr oup was ac t i ve. The f o l l owi ng r emar k was made 

on s t at us by Yamashi t a t he ex- Sant a Fe i nt er nee who was an under -

gr ound l eader  of  t he Post on gr oups 

1 I b I d . , J une 8, 1944, p . 1. 
2 l b l d . , J une 21, 1944, p . 2. 
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" I f  t he admi ni s t r at i on t r eat ed us as l oyal  J apanese, l oyal  
t o J apan, t hey woul d have no t r oubl e at  al l ® But  t hey s t i l l  
t hi nk we ar e l oyal  t o Amer i ca. They shoul d t r eat  us l i k e 
pr i soner s of  war  i n a c er t ai n sense. They snoul d t r eat  us 
accor di ng t o t he Geneva convent i on and I nt er nat i onal  I »aw. Our  
mi nd i s c l ear  now; we ar e di s l oyal ® 

On t he abor t i ve at t empt  of  t he Di v i s i onal  Respons i bl e Men 

t o es t abl i s h an o r gani zat i on, Mr . âmashi t a s ai d: 

" I f  any l i t t l e r epr esent at i ve or gani zat i on or  any l i t t l e 
gat her i ng of  peopl e now hav i ng c l ose appr oach t o Mr . Bes t , t hey 
ar e not  has t eni ng maki ng t he camp bet t er , but  t hey ar e pr ol ong-
i ng t he t r oubl e. They ar e pet i t  po l i t i c ans 

REPERCUSSI ONS OF THb ALL I ED SUCCESSES I N EUROPE 

One ext r emel y i nt er es t i ng change of  at t i t ude t owar d t he 

war  was mani f es t ed by Fuj i r aot o one of  t he wr i t er ' s o l dest  

acquai nt ances and f r ankes t  i nf or mant s . A No- No and a r epat r i at e 

had expr essed bi t t er  r esent ment  over  t he t r eat ment  he, as a 

J apanese- Amer i can had r ecei ved I n t hi s count r y s i nce t he out -

br eak of  t he war . On one.oc c as i on i n Sept ember , 1943, bef or e 

he was segr egat ed f r om Gi l a, he had t o l d t he Wr i t er  t hat  he 

hoped t hat  J apan woul d wi n t he war  j us t  so t he Caucas i ans woul d 

r eal i ze t hey wer en't  as good as t hey t hought  t hey wer e. Af t er  

ni ne mont hs r es i dence i n Tul e L ake, he had changed h i s mi nd. 

The manner  i n whi ch he l ed up t o h i s dec l ar at i on was ver y 

i nt er es t i ng. At  t he begi nni ng of  t he conver sat i on he compl ai ned 

over  t he sor r y st at e of  t he at t i t ude of  t he i nhabi t ant s of  

Tul e L ak e: 

f t I 'm get t i ng s i ck of  t he at t i t ude of  t he peopl e. They ar e 
cut t i ng each ot her *s t h r o at s . "! 

He t hen l aunched i nt o a denunc i at i on of  t he Co- op whi ch wi l l  

be quot ed i n t he di s c us s i on of  t he Hi t omi  K i l l i ng . He cont i nued: 

Â r emar kabl y pr ophet i c s t at ement , cons i der i ng i t  was made 
seven days bef or e Hi t omi 's mur der ® 
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"When I  came her e I  expect ed t o f i nd qui t e a di f f er ent  
at mospher e. When t he peopl e r eal i zed t hey wer e her e f o r  t he 
same r eason, I  expect ed t hat  t hey woul d be wi l l i ng t o hel p a 
guy when he needed i t . I ns t ead, now i f  you've got  f i ve do l l ar s 
t hey ' l l  t hi nk of  how t hey can get  i t  away f r om you. 

"Some of  t he smar t est  peopl e I  know ar e get t i ng di sgus t ed. 
These ar e r eal  i nt el l i gent  peopl e. They came her e and expect ed 
t o f i nd a cooper at i ve at mospher e and t hey 'r e pr et t y wel l  di s-
gus t ed. Thei r  r emar ks add up t o somet hi ng l i ke t h i s : ' I t ' s 
not  a case now of  whet her  I  want  t o go back t o t he o l d count r y . 
I t ' s a case of  whet her  I  can st ay her e l ong enough t o go back 
t o t he o l d count r y and s t i l l  r et ai n my sel f - r espec t . 

"The t r oubl e i s t hey expect  you t o act  l i k e a damn r adi c al  
and go out  and k i l l  ever y hak uj i n on t he ot her  s i de of  t he f ence 
and when you don't  act  l i k e t hat  you ar e an l nu. 

Af t er  t hi s i nt r oduc t i on, Fuj i mot o s t at ed dr amat i cal l y , 

"To t e l l  you t he t r ut h, I ' m cons i der i ng r el o c at i o n." 

"The onl y r eason I ' d cons i der  r el ocat i on i s t hat  I ' v e got  
a pr et t y good t hi ng comi ng up . As you shoul d know by t hi s t i me, 
t he maj or i t y of  n i s ei  came i n her e because t hey d i dn ' t  want  t o 
go i nt o t he Ar my. That ' s one of  t he mai n r easons why t he n i s ei  
ar e her e, 9Q% o f  t hem, mysel f  i nc l uded. I  c oul dn't  see f i t  t o 
pack a gun f or  somet hi ng I  d i dn ' t  see my way c l ear  t o . I f  t hey 
had t r eat ed us d i f f er ent l y , I  woul d have vo l unt eer ed. Now, 
seei ng as how t hey 'r e def er r i ng peopl e over  26, I  t hi nk I  mi ght  
t ake a chance. 

"You see, i f  t he war  l as t s t hr ee mor e y ear s , I ' l l  be 33. 
Then I  get  depor t ed t o J apan. I t ' l l  t ake me t en year s to get  
on my f eet . I t  seems to me Ger many I s goi ng t o pul l  a f l opper oo . 
I  woul dn't  want  t o be her e when t hat  happens . I  don' t  car e i f  
J apan has 17 k i nds of  Yamat o Damashl , she i s n ' t  goi ng t o be abl e 
t o buck f i ght i ng t hr ee bi g nat i ons . 

"Bel i eve i t  or  no t , a f el l ow t o l d me t he ot her  day t hat  
J apan was goi ng t o have a dec i s i ve v i c t or y and t hat  t he war  woul d 
be over  i n seven daysi  A g i r l  t o l d me t he ot her  day, 'Y ou'r e 
so t hor oughl y Amer i cani zed, I  do n' t  bel i eve you bel ong h er e . ' 

"My comi ng her e was i n i t s e l f  a def ense mechani sm. I t  
was anot her  r et al i at o r y ac t i on t o get  even wi t h t he way I ' d 
been t r eat ed pr ev i ous l y . On t he ot her  hand, I  f eel  t hat  i n 
r et al i at i ng I  not  onl y hur t  t he gover nment , but  event ual l y , 
I ' l l  hur t  mysel f  mor e." 

"The onl y peopl e J apan ac t ual l y want s ar e t hose she can 
use i mmedi at el y af t er  t he war , di pl omat s and per sons wi t h 
Engi neer i ng Degr ees . I ' v e been t el l i ng peopl e, I f  J apan shoul d 
l ose t he war , wher e t her e's a ver y good chance of  her  doi ng 
r i ght  now, and i f  we wer e t o r el ocat e and wer e pl aced on t he 
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same st andar d of  l i v i ng as t he negr o i n t hi s count r y , we f d s t i l l  
be abl e t o have a bet t er  s t andar d of  l i v i ng t han t he poor  peopl e 
i n J apan, bes i des , when t he J apanese went  t o t he sout h, t hey 
wer e never  t r eat ed as t he negr oes wer e." 

Fuj i mot o assur ed t he wr i t er  t hat  t he camp l i f e and t he 

unf avor abl e war  news appear ed t o be af f ec t i ng some of  t he o l der  

peopl es 1 mi ndsj  

"A l o t  of  t he ol d men ar e get t i ng goof i er  and goo f i er . 
They st and ar ound i n t he l at r i nes and mut t er  t o t hemsel ves . I  
t hi nk t hey 'r e l os i ng t hei r  mi nds ." 

When t he wr i t er  asked Fuj i mot o what  t he poss i bl e ef f ec t  of  

t he news of  a J apanese v i c t or y i n t he Pac i f i c mi ght  have on t he 

camp's popul at i on, he s ai d: 

" I ' d hat e t o see i t  happen. I n spi t e of  t he f ac t  t hat  t he 
I nt er nal  Secur i t y i s on t he l ookout  f or  shor t  wave br oadcas t s , 
i f  t he l ocal  br oadcast s wer e t o conf i r m t he v i c t or y and t he 
shor t wave br oadcast s wer e t o exagger at e i t , I  don't  t hi nk t her e'd 
be no ho l di ng t he pr essur e gang i n h er e . " 

"when asked what  t he ef f ec t  of  a pr onounced A l l i ed v i c t or y 

mi ght  be, he guessed: 

" I ' v e o f t en wonder ed. I f  t her e wer e a ver y dec i s i ve v i c t o r y , 
I  t hi nk t her e'd be ne- f eel di ng- t he a gr eat  br eakdown i n mor al e, 
k s pec i al l y among cer t ai n peopl e who have dec i ded t hat  J apan 
c oul dn't  l o s e. Wi t h t he br eakdown i n mor al e t her e woul d come a 
t i me when some of  t hem woul d t r y i n some way t o avenge t he 
def eat  of  J apan. When t hat  happens , t hey 'd bet t er  s t ar t  bui l d-
i ng mor e f enc es . "l  

The next  day a s i ncer e r epat r i at e was asked how t he cour se 

of  t he war  was af f ec t i ng the c o l oni s t s . He s ai d: 

"Those per sons who wi l l  change t hei r  mi nds now ar e no good 
t o ei t her  count r y . These boys who f l uc t uat e ar e no good. Y o u ' l l  
f i nd t her e ar e many of  t hat  k i nd. You know, onl y hal f  of  t he 
peopl e her e ar e r egi s t er ed t o go to J apan. They j us t  want  t o 
wai t  and see how i t  t ur ns out . I f  J apan wi ns t hey want  t o go t o 
J apan and i f  t he Uni t ed St at es wi ns , t hey want  t o st ay her e. I t ' s 
di s gr ac ef u l . I t  makes me ashamed of  t he J apanese r ac e, es pec i al l y 
t he i s s e i . 

Hankey , Not es , J une 25, 1944, pp. 1- 3. 
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"But  i f  Amer i ca d i dn ' t  evacuat e t he second gener at i on, 
t hen pr obabl y most  of  t hem woul d have swor n t o suppor t  t he 
Uni t ed St at es , and woul d have f ought  i n t hi s war . Now t hey 'r e 
wi l l i ng t o go out  whet her  t hey 'r e despi sed or  no t , 

" I ' v e t al ked t o many of  t hem. They say , ' I ' m goi ng back 
t o J apan . ' Then I  ask , 'Then why ar en ' t  you s t udy i ng? ' 

"They 'r e not  s t udy i ng. They 'r e j us t  f oo l i ng ar ound and 
gambl i ng and hav i ng a good t i me. 

Thi s i nf or mant  r emar ked at  t hi s I nt er v i ew t hat  he had j us t  

had a l ong ar gument  wi t h an i s s ei  f r i end over  some of  J apan's 

po l i c i es . He had f e l t  t hat  some of  J apan's po l i c i es wer e not  

above c r i t i c i sm* 

" I f  I  go t o J apan and speak as I ' v e spoken t oday I ' l l  be 
t hr own i n j a i l . Ther e i s no quest i on of  t hat . I  t hi nk t he 
count r y shoul d be i mpr oved i n sever al  ways . But  i f  I  wer en't  
i n l ove wi t h J apan I  woul dn't  c r i t i c i ze her e. Y et , i f  I  di d 
t al k l i ke I  t al ked t oday, ( i n J apan) I  shoul d be t hr own i n 
j a i l . " 

He added t hat  t hi s was t he one t hi ng t hat  caused hi m concer n 

over  h i s dec i s i on t o expat r i at e. Si nce chi l dhood, he had been 

honest  and out spoken and he f ear ed t hat  he wi l l  be t oo i nc l i ned 

t o speak f r ank l y when he ar r i ves i n J apan . 1 

Yamaguchi , a k i bei , when di s c uss i ng t he war  s i t uat i on, s a i d: 

" I  t hi nk mor e peopl e wi l l  ask f or  r el oc at i on, es pec i al l y 
t he n i s e i . But  t he maj or i t y of  t he r es i dent s won't  gi ve up. 
I  t hi nk t her e ar e a l o t  of  peopl e, even i f  we l ose Kyushu, 
Mani l a and Si ngapor e � we won't  gi ve up . The bombi ngs don't  
mean not hi ng. But  t her e wi l l  be a l o t  of  peopl e who ' l l  say , 
'Wel l , t he A l l i es ar e wi nni ng; l e t ' s go o u t . ' * 2 

SOm ADMI NI STRATI VE ATTI TULES 

A meet i ng of  t he Communi t y Management  Di v i s i on hel d on 

J une 20, bet r ayed some d.gni f i cant  admi ni s t r at i ve at t i t udes . 

The meet i ng opened wi t h t he announcement  t hat  Mr . Hnycke 

head of  Communi t y Ac t i v i t i es , had been r ai s ed t o a P4 r at i ng. 

1 l b l d . . J une 26, 1944, pp. 1- 2. 
2 l b l d . , J une 23, 1944, p . 2. 



I t  wi l l  be r emember ed t hat  at  t he begi nni ng of  J une, Mr . Huycke 

had become so unpopul ar  wi t h t he evacuees t hat  t he war d chai r man 

had at t empt ed unsuccess f ul l y t o get  f r om under  h i s j ur i s di c t i o n. 

Mr . Bagl ey , t he **ead of  Wel f ar e gave a shor t  speech i n 

whi ch he s t at ed t hat  h i s sec t i on had a case l oad of  2,200 t o 

3, 000 cases per  mont h. On© poss i bl e means of  r educ i ng t h i s 

l oad was bei ng cont empl at ed: t o t ake empl oyment  f r om s i ngl e 

per sons or  coupl es and gi ve i t  t o t he heads of  f ami l i es of  f o ur . 

"I t  cost s l es s t o have a s i ngl e per son on wel f ar e t han a f ami l y 

of  f o ur . " I n ot her  cent er s , s ai d r̂ . Bagl ey , f ami l i es i n pos-

sess i on of  a cash sum of  $>500 wer e s t i l l  al l owed t o become 

Wel f ar e c ases , i t  bei ng assumed t hat  t hey mi ght  empl oy t hi s 

case sur pl us f or  r el oc at i on. Thi s sur pl us was not  al l owed at  

Tul e L ak e. Mor eover , Tul e Lake was t he onl y cent er  whi ch 

suf f er ed f r om an empl oyment  shor t age. Mr . Bagl ey s t at ed, i n 

addi t i on, t hat  hi s depar t ment  was bus i l y empl oyed on t he 

pr obl em of  s t i mul at i ng r el oc at i on. They had i n i t i at ed a st udy 

of  50 f ami l i es of  Tul e Lake r es i dent s who accor di ng t o t he 

r ecor ds had not  appl i ed f o r  r epat r ai t i on. However , when t hey 

began on t he st udy t hey f ound t hat  43 of  t hese 50 f ami l i es had 

ac t ual l y appl i ed. None of  t hose i nt er v i ewed wer e open t o any 

per suas i on. 

When Mr . Bagl ey had f i n i s hed h i s speech Mr . Bl ack opened 

t he f l oo r  f o r  ques t i ons . A t eacher  i nqui r ed i f  t her e wer e any 

pos i t i ons whi ch wer e not  f i l l ed . Mr . Bl ack s ai d t her e wer e 

many openi ngs f o r  c l er i c al  wor ker s and t hat  i t  was ver y di f f i -

cul t  t o get  t eacher s f or  t he nur ser y school  al t hough many of  t he 

evacuee gi r l s wer e qual i f i ed f o r  t he wor k . I f  any appl i cant  



81. 

0 
f or  wor k was o f f er ed a j ob and r ef used i t , he was not  el i gi bl e 

f or  wel f ar e. The gr eat  maj or i t y of  t he unempl oyed per sons wer e 

i n t he uns k i l l ed l abor  gr oups . 

The quest i ons now t ur ned t o t he subj ec t  of  t he s t ockade. 

Many of  t he s t af f  member s, par t i c ul ar l y t he t eac her s , wer e 

ext r emel y cur i ous over  t he pol i cy of  t he admi ni s t r at i on i n 

r egar d t o t he i nt er nees , over  t he t r eat ment  t hey r ecei ved and 

over  t he pr ocess of  i nt er nment  and r el eas e. A member  of  t he 

po l i ce f or ce asked Mr . Bagl ey what  coul d be done f o r  f our  

i nt er nees who had br oken t hei r  gl as s es . Bagl ey expl ai ned a 

compl i cat ed pr ocess f or  pr ocur i ng gl asses but  was i nt er r upt ed 

by a st af m̂ember  who suggest ed t hat  i n cons i der at i on of  t he 

l i mi t ed vi ew i n t he s t ockade, t he i nt er nees had seen j us t  

about  al l  t hey coul d see and had no need f or  gl as s es . Thi s r emar k 

caused some l aught er » Mr « Bl ack t hen announced t hat  a number  

o f  t he al i ens i n t he st ockade wer e soon t o be r emoved t o 

Sant a Pe, f r om wher e, i n cour se of  t i me, t hey mi ght  go t o 

Cr ys t al  Ci t y t o j o i n t hei r  f ami l i es . T h i s , s t at ed Bl ac k , woul d 

be ver y ni ce because at  Cr ys t al  Ci t y t hey mi ght  l ead a r eal l y 

nor mal  f ami l y l i f e . (When t hi s was c ar r i ed out  i t  was 


