’Develop
aving circulated thelr petition and obtalned the verifica-

of the signatures of persons who had signed in March and April
and th€’signatures of an unknown number of .persons who had not
signed before, the Resegregation Group leaders were now ready to
proceed with the elaborate plans which they had been developing
for many months. These plans were: (1) The formal organization of .
the adult supporters of the Resegregation Group, i.e., those people
who had signed the recently circulated September petition or verl-
fied their signatures on the March petition. This group was now
formed into a dues-paying body which adopted the name of Sokujil

Kikoku Hoshi-dan.l Since the reader may be confused by the

changing names of this organlzation, it will continue to be
ealled the Resegregation Group. Thls group now elected officers,
held formel meetings (which had not been done before) and sub-
rscribed to a monthly mimeographed magazine brought out by the
organization and called the Hokoku. The members paid 25 cents

a month for this magezine{’(E) Phe pretense of non-connection

——

| /
nvv' _ “Jrﬁﬁetween thg Young Men's Organdization (Sokoku Ken which ?ad

been founded on August 8, #gnd this now formally organized 7ﬁu1t
” 4 group of ResegregatiOnisﬁé was mew abandoned. /The adult /Resegre~
| gation/Group m@w took 6ver the block 54 officg which thq/&oung

Men s'organization had obtalined by administyative perm(ssion and
Egnhbodies used‘}x/simultaneously. An offlice staff/ as mainteined

and the magaziué was mimeographed there (3) With/fﬁe now open

1. "Organization to return to the homeland immediately to serve."
2., "Patriotism." :




INSTRTION ON PAGE 75

A month after the circulatinon of the petition, Mr., Kirg

proposed & communal return of the Resegregation Group to

Japan gg a method by which the members would be able to

compete successfully with the difficult economiec prospects in

that country.
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Meetings of a preselyting nature were also held in mm=as

J

Raxxx various messhallsﬁ ,Leaders like Yamashita and Kira
purported

spokee impressing the issel with theirAinfluence in Japan
and the splendid things the Resegregation Group Intended to
do for persons fortunate enough to become membersje The
members of the group mngagnedxirnanx began to engage 1n
group ceremonies Bf ean exceedinly nationalistic character,

rCJf (P ‘:.-if' 'Jﬁ-J-

nXEX ot -elpndgbeonnl. ole-dilsieh-wes | & monthly ceremuny
Los@en held on the eighth of each month in emulation of
the monthly ceremonies held in Japan on the annlversary
of Pearl Harbor. For these occasions all the ardent members

rose xk before six and knelt in prayer for victory for Japanp

An increasing regimentation was apparent in all of the gruups

activities, a regimentati-n which was to have significam !
P oL £ mfw

resalts in the early months of 19485 when theAgro
horaasKY A~ ’1
Bo—Eotawe L= PeLseewtos Lj—bite AubheRdides ;

of non-connection between the Young Men's Organlzation,

2) The pretense

(Sokoku Kenkyu) which had been founded on August 8 and this now
(SW%E¥RF-IJ4C4*%~ Ninda, - et )
formally organized adult grotip of of Resegregationists)was aban-

doned. The adult Resegregation Group took over the block 54
office which the Young Men's Organizatlion had obtained by
administrative permission and both bodles used it simulsaneouslye.
An office staff of secretaries end typists was maintained and

the G_ “roup's magazine, the Hokoku (Patriotism) was mimeographed

there; Whkhxhmx 3) With the now open asslstance and advice of

the adult Resegregation Group, the Young Men's Organization

enlarged its prograrn of activitles enormously. The admin-
1stration was given to understand that these activities

., In actuallty,
were to be social, cultural and agg}igic
d to the

L™
the aim géwAppenly expresse




T6e
resldents was that the young men were"preparing themselves

mentally and physically to serve Japan"e.
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//}SQIq ance and advice of the adulm Resegregation Group, the
M

en' OrLanizatioﬂ/enlarged its /program of actAvitlies ed%r ously.
T administragfbn was given fo understand that these Actlvities
would be soc¥al, cultural ghd athletic. actuali@f{ﬁzaungnuup
2 G, Vrdanie QA4 G 5 ud) O E it
begqn to Sponsor meekings (where -lectures of extreme Japanese
"nationalistic character were delivered. The athletic activities
were elaborately organized and consisted of militaristic morning
exercises, drills and goose-step marching. A bugle corps was
organized to assist in these actlivities and in other ceremonies.
A Judo department was also organlzed. 'Of éburéé, t orgapizatlion
of these ac¥livities took time and tMdey did not al)/ burst/forth
September petition. Tpey developed a@ual anQﬁQiQ

not redch their height until Nfvember, 1044;)(4 The Resegregation

o v A

— - o ——

Group also proceeded to expe members "who ac

Pronounged """
Yamashilte expressed some dqf the aims of thg Young Men's
Orgenization|in an oral statemqnt:

"The younger generatipn can study and keep their minds
on what|our countrymen in Japan are doing. They can prepare
themseldes physically and mentally so that] they can be
utilized (by Japan) 1f they\go on the exchinge boat."

In his ofpal statements, Mr. Wamashita was guite frank about
the psychologlcal effect the leadérs hoped to ggin by encoursaging

the young men \in their ascetic acfivities, rising early and
A i v
participating in strenucus exercides:
"If we were training in open daylight, it will not impress
\
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These activities became more and morgﬁaci!!&c in nature.

The cold showers and the exerclsing in the 1ncre§singly

cold winter mornings were indulged in wit‘Aeﬁhihéziﬂni-b¢c

fortitude. Late in November the young men began to shave
thelr heads and adopt the Japanese bozu halircut. Of course,
the organlzation of these activities took time and they did
not all burst forth after the September petition. They
developed gradually and dﬂinot reach their height until JZ@JC&

November.
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hese increaésingly nationalistic
gsion with the

concurrently with t

activities came an ever growing obse

When the first forms from
AN

o
e recelved aﬂ--bﬁ-eﬁin

nization set

rfenunciation of gitizenshipe

the Department of Justice wer

members of the Young Men's Orgs

November,
about busily oy ingnknEmxs making carbom coples so that

"P-'
the members could renounce in a body. [ (#) The Resegrega- '

R

ceeded to expell members "who acted Un=

S

Group also pro

Japanese," & policy which was announced in the September

petition. This was destined to get them into a
hich will be described o

ez

great
/

: deal of tm uble,the detalls of w
““—M‘%—) A% the pressure put upon t he residents by the
group increased, resistance on the part of courszgeous

individuals likewlse increased. The use of threats

and violence to Bhop the mouths of those who criticlzed

organization became far more pronoun
CJ.T—V-» Gt

A ta o

the petition and the code

CrnTuno #] Ut G A
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FORM\L ORGANIZATION OF THE RESEGREGATION GO UP - SOKUJI

KIKOKU HOSHI-DAN

n how the residents reacted

to the specific fact mf that the ReqegregatiuniSQS had ~
’f At S 2 ___Q\_:*-M‘ ’ '
ormal organization,/\ Bkkkex

f Enmad Ne X saee /\\themselve
A X danda et ’
tion the CtA I t is

Nor did the Resegregationist leaders men

¥er No data are available o

very possible that they did not wish to publicise the fact

that members were contribut ing money. Most ihformants were

also reluctant to spesk of the speeches thet the leaders

yexexnekx of the Rescgregationists were meking at meetings

held in the messhalls. Later, however, well posted informants

ateted that Xira and Yamashita had




8l.
stressed their intinate connection w th high Japanecse officials
and the special privileges they would be able to gain for
members of the Resegregation Group after repatriation. Both men
apparently were fair orators and impressed the issei to a high
degree. Two informents described the effect of these speeches:

"Kira and Yamashita spoke in the mess halls and the audi-
torium and they anpeared to be great speakers and well
educated. They had the cleverness of fooling the issei with
their manner of thinking. The issei fell in love with Bheir
mamer of expressing themselves - so like a great man, that
they thought they were great men. Many believed in them Very
sincerely." 1

* % % % % k *x %k X

"Kira and Yamashitea gained a great following by making
strong clearcut statements., They said, 'If you're not a
follower of this group you cen't go back to Japan. Kira also
gaid thet the Hoshi-dan (The name by which the adult organization
came to be ecommonly known) was going to have subdivisions in the
various prefectures in Japan to handle the Japanese who were
coming back from abrosd for their future colonization." 2/

The informant refers here to a proposal for a communal
return to Japan whidh Kira put forward at an induction ceremony
of the Young Men's Organization held on October £21. According
to his own account, Kira ststed that if the people went to
Japan as individusals, the nisei, unused to Japanese life, would
have an extremely difficult time.

"The boys and girls who have led an easy life in this
country cannot compete with the Japanese. I told them the
only way they could do this is to go back in a group, to work
mutually for their existence. Otherwise it will be a failure,
Otherwise, if “they go back individually, they njight as well
stay in the United States." 3/

How this proposal was received by the Resegregationists is

not known although Kira himself admitted that there was

considerable opnosition and that a split within the org2 nization

might result. Kirae's critics, esmong them Mr. Oishi, stated that

- ——————— — - —————— - ——— -

1. R, Hankey, Notes, Feb. 20, 1945, p. 2.
2, ibid.,, Feb, 21, 1945, p. 2.
3, ibid., Oct., 23, 1944, pp. 3-4.
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dropped from the camp vocabulery and Resegregation Group

was =wkikk substituted., By thad time nobody was referring
to "anti-status quo" people any more, The issue had

come to be between the Resegregation Group and its strong
supnorters, who number ed less than 3000 people and the
remaining inhaebitants of the camp who had no organization

whatever.




Results of Petition

ftwr
m:mmmummmmmnnmmn
The xmmbkhinmx disturbing effect of the petition

on the general camp resident wore off in about three or

four momkkx weeks, It wes rarely referred to in eonversahion,
Since the administration had denied its authenticity #hmme
MmmmdnmnmmdennMx
sfixnxessunex and nothing more was done about it, those who

did not sgen and those who signed under pressure appesr ed
to think it was a closed issue. However, many informants

realized that resecsregationy as such, was not a e¢losed

issue and occasionally remarked tm in the months that
followed that more trouble was gobtng to come out of it,

The Resegrcgation Group, however, took a very different

view, xddnkamnimmx They sent the names of the s ignees to

the Spanish Consulﬂﬁxiﬂxx::i%;?g that these persons
desired immediate repatrdation ana expatriation and

requested that he inform the Japanese government of this,
They also adonted & name for their movement: Saikaituri

oA grmsay J

Seigan (Mﬁ £5 ‘=Se e They, amd their mmgn
radually came to be
supp ort erg /Eumexton e xoomMOEDY called by this name. There
was no attempt at formml organization,however. Merely
signing the petition made one a member of the group,
Ttn 1 g xod ot
It is interecsting that for many months after the
c¢irculation of the petition the pressure group and its

supporters were comionly celled pro-statas guo people.

It was not until four months later, in early August, that
t Fle.
the exprsssion/'\statns quo" was dwemysdnfwEm Virtually

\ S ——

e e —
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the idea was good, but since Kira proposed it, he knew Kira
wee doing it for his persenal gain and not for the good of
the people,

The greater part of the members of the Resegregation
Group appear to have been quite taken in by the lectures,
The aim of preparing for life in Japan and the rosy promises
of special privileges on returning to Japan continued to

lure in members, especially from that segment of the pop-

ulation predisposed to atttitudes I and II. 1/ Several

informants became almost offended when it was suggested that
there might be more behind the organization than met the eye.
Meyx@kematx One of these, Mr. Okamoto, defended the

¥oung Men's Organization as followm:

XEfbibxbmbebt

1/ See p. .




Be.

"It is an entirely unpolitical organization and the
Jecpures are very good." 1/

A young misei girl stated:

"The speeches are quite impressive and they are very
educational for the young people; and they impress the older
men too." 2/

The Regimented Ceremonies

Coincident with this period were t'e elaborate ceremonies
sponsored” by the Resegegation Group. These were initisted
in spectacular nublie fashion in eonnection wtth the Meiji
Setsu, the celebration of the Emperor Meiji's birthday on
November 3 and the celebration of the anniversary of Pearl

Harbor on the mighihnwf eighth of kk& each month, Latep,

when the Department of Justice forbid these ceremonies the
f'}..__/*, ’ U,"

groupr began to imddigeEnim tm holdAﬁubﬂﬁc rites every day, as

an act of defiance,

The Mei ji Setsu, an established Japanese national holiday
*EY

of long standing was participated in by most of the camp
residents., Each of the three language schools held a ceremony
and most blocks had a separate celebration in their mess halls,
The Resegfegation Group, however, pursuant to its policy of
special dedication to Japan, held a separate ceremony from
which all non-members were barred. After considerable
machination, they were able to obtain the outdoor stage in the

main firebreak for their solemnities,

1/ R. Hankey, Notes, Oct. 6, 1944, p. 1, Tikgmym Sty 8 ymi e dogmpamih .
2/ ibid., Oct, 9, 1944, p. 1. e
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manifested by the 6xagerrated flaunting of Iapanaxm
xataznxdisthex activities intended %o impress the admmmhxmx
fmxbinanwhihxbkmax mémbers and any onlooker miikxikm

fxaztiEx as thg'ﬁcme of patriotic Japanese behavior -were [ qv

CaR ATy axgtgordinarily marked. The Exxhakdiaznxnfx

gtoficism 9£ the part of the young me#, who stood motionless
xx& without their overcoats for over an hour in the bitter
cold, ¥ndizatminthxitx maxnintamdedx must have made a deep
impression on many of the participants and laid fhe foundatia

for much of the bizarre behavior which.was to follo,ﬁ;in

later months. A u“ﬂ;

C\V Po~Le
»/\&mBbyaiax jlack of unanimity was exhibited even

in these ceremonies. At the Meiji Smimm Setsu, several
huni rcd members could not bring themselves to participate
in the maching and lining up and stood somewhat fearfully
on the sidelines to participate. This fact was later
remarked upon with regret by Er. Yamashitae. Moreover.
the attendance at this extremely important ceremony faa

a good critérion of the numerical strength ‘3*3J’”b”“‘““‘

. Tl

LKL /) T S
ain&d‘no one‘witﬁzgzzroua pretentions to membership would
absent himself from a ceremony of this importance. There
were about 600 young men in the marching group and # about

2000 adult participants.
iAixthhEnpaxizdxaxmix

The office of the Resegregation @roup used NPV C
by both the adult group and the Young Mens Agsociation
Xxx also presented evidence of this exhibitionism of
Japanese nationalism. Patriotic mottos and the Japanese
£aigx flag hung on the walls, A sign announced that any person

who 8poke English in the office would be fined at the rate of

one cent a word. Free services were gieman to members in




kaxdxx mast

the participantse.

toward steri WL =d

cial dedicati

~t that sntnemznmathewnahinkhenspsashssxwens=nmade xang
Erakxanaxhhaknthex the administration appa rentl ¥y was 1r 1differebt

he extreme nati-nddistic speeches and behavior which was

carried to the entent of ying en masse for xkzkamry a Japanese

vietory would give the mhmpkzmx 1‘:'1 WS’W histicated
I "At'u.:' impression that ftl 1x i

n the ation sanctione

adam IS rat
uch activities or at least had no objection tc }r'm‘J This

shrangkhened Iincreased the

strength of Lh#i]'\.'-:-'z,xent anxl the

ower of the l¢

I I yrmousl Individualistic or
W\W e .LJsL( DM(MLM\\. Ao, o'

reallstic ni \ve

rxIakt

¥ 18T S& £ T '\.,,
24 t sense ol & p strengthe.

rmm% The unfort

1un&atv
n and me ss hypnotism became

later when th and

sense of balance and defled the WRA and the Dep: rtment of
3 (_/\A’tv-'f N A

-71;-'\1'-lr:rri-3/!:'! thexmoomkhmaakionmnadff x stubborn continuation of Xkx thelr
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obtaining birkh and marriage records which mami& were needed

to mxxxifx assist in ckarifying applications for repatriation

. or expatriation. ~
-
<;=$¥' ’ PRESENSE OF SEPARATION BETWEEN ADULT RESEGRBGATION GROUP AND

Y
Seitd v YOUNG MEN'S ORGANIZATION IROPPED

0&_;5 ndanh xmnmanilhli;?gfter the circulation of the September
T/wdfttﬁi;ii petition the pretense of the independence of the Young Men's
; TocA DJLl Organization weas dropped and the interrelstion between the
o 4wx adult Resegregationists and the Joung men was frankly

admitted by the leaders. Mr. Yamashita admitted that the
aim of the ¥oung Men's Organizetion was identical to that
of the sdult group and that they differed only in thatxkh=x
WwEX® the younger peonle WeEEe utilizing the "ample time"
in camp to prepsre themselves to serve Japan after exbhange. 1/
The fwo orgeni zations, however, hed & separate set of officers,
but the Young Men's Orgenization continued to be advised by

a group of issei members of the Resegregation Group. The

sipimhstratenxaxr WRA administration anpears nNeEVer to have

-—e—u{"‘
gotten the setunAclarlfié@AJAEKQEEh Dr. Opler did his best, his

informants apparently misinformed him, xfie xnsdmheinstrak s
msdexnonahkeminto There is no evidence that the administration
contacted the leaders of e either of the groups and asked

them just what they were up to., It was not until early

ggae December that accurate data on the o genization, activities
and aims of the group WETE procured by an investigation
instituted by the Department of Justice.

DEVELOPMENTS OF THE YOUNG MEN'S ORGANI ZATION

The gewlonsx developments of the Young Men's Organization

through October and November were menifold. Most signiicant

ibid,, Oct. 30, 1944, p. 1.




87%7.
was their extreme preoccupation with renunciation of ecitizenship,
Most spectacular was the development of their militeristie
drills, their early morning exercises, and their increasing

exhibitionism which manifested itself in the Atsn¥bybuf

mbzbfbibebsm ever noisier drilling and bugling, in the wearing
and headband
of their "uniform", a sweat shirtfptamped with the emblem of

the rising sun and in the adontion of the shxwxeg clipped or
bozu haircut,

Development of obSession with Renunciation of Citizens: ip

Dur ing July, August and September renuntédation of
i Sz e adhp
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Coincident with this period were the elaborate ceremonies
sponsored by the Resegregation Group in connection with Mei ji
Setsu, the celebration of the Emperor Meiji's birthday,zamd
ke lhxnhnxnxnxnnntatiinhninia;axnxnxn:txnuainhntt&nxnxix
inxgxetamding and the celebration of the anniversary of
Razaxhenxfix Pearl Harbor on December BI'Pghe f3ruer zexmm
Meiji Setwm , an estaBlished Japanese national holiday of long
ERxEmExyxwas participated in by most of the camp residents,
ln!n:nxpxnhnxn;ltgxagatnunxsxnxnpnxllnltxtnnthlnxxpxxtz:x
xf Each of the three language schools held a ceremony and
most bl ocks had a separate celebration in their mess halls,
The Resegregation Group, however, pursuant to its pdlicy
of special dedication to Japan, held a separate ceremony from
which all non-members were barred. After considerable

outdoor

machination, they were able to obtain the)stage mx ikm
mainxambdnxx in the main firebreak for their solemnities’;
5n¥i;xln¥nxninxthlxx %t this ceremony, the Young Mens
Organization marched into position before the stage in
military fashion and thﬁ adult participants ranged them-

selves in lines, :mxnxhlﬁam:mmn!hxhxmfmtmlnxmfn: facing

the stage. 2kmx Speeches were made ﬁ; a buddhist

reverend, Mr. Yamashisa, of the Reaegregation GrJVp and

Mr. Uchi%a, the dangho or chief of the Young Mens|

|
Organizations, All the participants bowed to the nising
sun knhnnhxtn&nxntnxtxnxthn¥n&a;ix whilg a corps of
buglers inexpertly played séveral patriotic selections,

\ \ |
The sun, 1Lcidentally?:did not show its fgke. Inst%?d

A

intermittent icy rain showered down. Despi%e the biXter

\

cold all the young men laid thdrﬁ overcoats An the grﬁund

|

\ \
and must have suffered cnuelly \from the coldl. \ One became

\

\ \
ill and had to he assisted from \the field. Theageremonies
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citizenship did not appear to be occupying a major place in the

attitudes of the residents. Undoubtedly, many individuals were

thinking about it and discussing the pros and cons, but there was
(P ’.J-—‘.j‘t--},-J_.\ Ay AL e S

no general anxletya Later, when questioned on this period, inform-

ants stated that "the people were walting to see whether it would

really be a law or not."%ﬂﬂm matter, however, was of great im-

portance and interest to the Resegregation Group. On almost every

—

visit to one of the leaders, the subject was brought up.l’M;; Kira,

e e — — —

— p— i e 20 g
an older nisei, though a prominent l¢ader of the Tesegregation
Group, was by no means enthusiastic about renuncigtion as it

applied to hiim personally. He realized the helple¢ssness which loss

>

of citlzenship might bring upon him, [but, as a legder of the group

which was loldly demanding renunciation as soon ag possible, found
|
!
himself in g difficult position. The following statement betrays
his vacilla#ion:

"The only thing the people |are interested in now is the
denunciation of citizenship. Sdme people (the Resegregation
Group) / have sent a petition to Washington to request forms.
But the Attorney General's O0ffige 1is not prepared yet.

"I think that it (renunciation) is uncohstitutional. I
think it's a wartime law. You can't discriminate against a
certaih portion of the people just because of their color and
race. | They evacuated them and then they try|to pin them down
to citizenship. They say 1t is yoluntary, but once a person
is thrEwn into camp and pushed around he looks at Ehe thing
emotiohally. They (Japanese) arg not responsible.

"But after\the war the entire picture wlli be chanped.
\hithough I may be deﬁorted to Japan, I don't ink the UnIted
States will do that,

b

Mr. Yamashita also stated that he|believed the r%pdhciation

of citizen;h&p was another form of dis
Japanese: ,‘r??' 4

4 \
"Why, if this 1s not so are they taking away the Japa-
nese citlzenship? Of course, theré might be many\many reasons

1. Ibid., September 12, 1944, p. l.
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Through August, September, October and November, the Resegre-
getion Group and the Young Men's Organization muxm wrote to
Mr. Ennis of the Department of Justice repeatedly, esking how
soon the forms would be ready and stating that they were
anxiously awaiting the opportunity to renounce., The potentiali=-
ties of khan®ikx renunciation as an additional means of
drawing a demarcation between those "loyal" to Japan and the
fence=-sitters anpears to have been realized very early by the
Resegregationists, On August 18 Mnsp<lizstsndnmiatad& when the
resegreggation rumor was widespread, Mrs. Matsuda spmkenyaxy
after reiterating that "her group would not object to moving
again" if they could be separated from the fence-sitters,
spoke very hopefully of the coming renunciation of citizenship
law and stated that it ought to kexmxpmninmmsmxe serve as s

good measure of whether persons were really sincere in their

desire to go back to Japan. 1/ When the rumor began to

spread in camo that there was to be no resegrggation, she
stated that her group hoped that the renunciation of citizenship
bill, which they anticipated would pass in September, would
"force the WRA to take some action."” 2/ Mr. Yameshita also
connected the renunciation of citizenship with the desire for
immediate repatriation:

"Certainly those who wish for immediate repatriation to

Japan and at the same time don't wish to be inducted into the
service or relocate, wish to renounce their eitizenship."o/

He also stated that he believed that renunciation of
citizenship was another form of discrimination agsinst the

Japanese:

1/ ibid., Auvg. 18, 1944, p. &,
ibid., Aug. 28, 1944, p. 1.

9/ 10%8., Sept. 7, 19445 p. 1.
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HITOMI MURDER =- SHOCK -- FEAR

BRD OF TREND WHICH ASSISTED RESEGREG'TIONISTS
BEGINNING OF TREND FOR PEACE AND ORDER WHICH XXEXRDXIER THEM
RESISTED
First indications
olice Seleéted = though wi th difficulty.
¥ Poenle'® reacti n to great Resegregation rumor -
don't want to leave camp
kax some say - Let them get out if they want to so muchl
Accept New Co-op Board
Beginning of talk that all this trouble is making people
wang to get out of camp.
Some blame resegregationists for driving people to
America,
"They're making Americans of them."
( (This ecame later though)

A" This tied up with changing expressions on war which
“1 ran oconcurrently, /e b rred 87 o~

(Later - Second behavioristic developemént

) Pophiar resistance to September Petition
Only Resegregationists stay in Camp.

Overt speeches made - followed by violence.

.

Attitude expressions:

/ Miss Doi - strong status quo

"We think the best kkimx way would be for the peonle in
the Bbsnital and the stockade to shake hands and have
Mr. Best leave and Mr. Robertson take his pl=ace.

Aug. 7 - Sp Con. "But we need some kind of committee here.
'y We need someone who can go to the administration.

July 24 - Abe states that peonle of extremely pro-J and pro
A, views got along - lived at peace as long as didn't
spy on each other - "WE wish to live at peace until
the end of the war - But can't cooperate with the narrow-
minded fanatics in camp.,.

Now we are tryih% to get police in this camp - our own

police (who won't be inu).
Aug. 8 - Abe - They think that Yamato Damashi is just
resisting everything.

Aug, 19 - Fujimoto - Peopdke who came in here in good faith
to wait until they ceould go back to Japan - Now they
don't like this place, the way it's run or the peodle in
it. Tells of fellow who wasnts to get out - used to
be agitator at time of registration - What wi th the
hunger strike, the Hitomi murder and the pressure grouns,
he would like to go out - But afrisd of what peonle would sa

Pujimoto and M, zuno on war =--
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"Why if this (discrinsination) is not so ere they taking
away Japanese citizenship. . .From the Japanese view, we see
it this way: the American government took this opportunity to
sotve the Japanese problem once and for all to get rid of all
the Japanese race from the Western Hemisphere," 1/

On September 30, lMrs. Matsuda xxmkm stated that the
another
Resegregation Group hed receivedxx/letter from Mr. Ennis of the
Department of Justice answering am inquiry from them and ad-
vising them"to hold on, that everything was going smeathly and
that they would be notified when the renuneiation of citizenship
forms were ready. 2/

However, all of the Resegrcgationists did not view the
prospect of renunciation with & similar enthusiasm. Mr. Kira,
the alleged gang leader , though a prominent Resegregationist
was by no means del ighted about renuniciation as it applied
to him personally. Though he stated that "the only thing
the peopnle are interested in now in the denunciation of
citizenship"”, he added:

"I think it (renunciation) is unconsitutional. I think
it's a wartime law. You can't déseriminate against a certain
portion of the peonle just because of their color and race,
They ev¥acusted them and then they try to oin them down to
citizenship. They say it is voluntary, but once a peBson is
thrown into camp and pushed around he looks at the thing
emotionally, They (the Japanese) are not responsible.”

Kfra said that he also had his doubts if renuncees would
really be deported after the war, "I don't think the United
States will do that." 3/

Administration Releases Information sfxBemmhdwma¥ion Denation-

alizetion Act.

After the prcliminary announgement of July 7, that the
president had signed the Denationalization Bill, no more
1/ ibid., Oct. 3, 1944, p. 5.

2/ ibid., Sept. 30, 1944, p. 2.
3/ ibid., Sept. 12, 1944, p. 1.
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publieity was given the matter of renunciation until mid=-

October. On October 12, the Hewell Stg; carried an addicle

quoting the State Department's answers to queries made by
the Spsnish Consul. It was announced that the statute was
not limited to persons of Japanese ancestry.. It was also
shated that "each case will receive separate consideration
and an assertion of loyalty tothe Empepor of Japan and of the
desire to renounce U, S. citizenship will not be aporoved as a
renunciation of citizenship without reference to the reasons
for the assertion and to all the facts in the particular case.
No renunciation of citizensip will be €ffective until it is made
ig writing and approved by the Att arney General as nrescribed by
the stetute. . . The statute contemplates discrimination in its
application to avoid loss of citizenship by citizens who are
not genuinely désaffected or by citizens wholse motivation is
the avoidance of Selective Service or other legal obligations.”
On October 26 the administration announced through the
Newell Star that remnwnintimnef the Citizenship Renunciation
Law had become operative. Applicants were instructed to write
for forms which were then to be forwarded to the Attorney
General., It was announced that hearings would be held at a
later date, after which the applifiant might file formal
renuneciation of citizenshin on a preseribed form and request

its approval.




g,
Fhen¥nmmeniienhs nér por hzadh o

On November A6 the Newell Star carr

citizenghip. Aprlicants were Mr nnis of
o
e Devartment of Justice Lor forms whjiCh wire A0 be filled

e e——— = =

phe leaders of the Resegrepat1on Group now devoted themselves

to making a snectacular issue out of the renunciation of

b~ Lt ton N nrmddr
citizenship., Forms were sent for and when they arrivedy copies
were typed so that the members of the organization could
renounce in a body. When the Depattment of Justice refused to
accept these types forms, disappointment was great. This
extreme haste to renomnce citizenshin was probably based on
the desire to make it clear to the Department of Justice (whidh
the Resegregationists believed was going to take over Tule Lake
any day) that the Resegregationists were indeed a group apart
from the other residents -- the group whose "loyalty" to Japan
was above doubt. By this unmistakeable eagerness to renounce
citizenshinp they honed to mitignte the possibility that their
renunciations would not be accepted, an eventuality which was
causing them much enxiety. If the Department of Justice
intended to refuse apolications for renunciation as excuses for
draft dodging, this spectacular overt step might'give the
Young Men's Organization an advantage over the other residents

B

ghoge annlications would come in later.f At this period the

Young Men s t;xxﬂ Organization also changed its'mame from
Sokoku Henkyu Sein -dan to Hoko 1 Seinen-dan, The ngw
name m ant "Young en S Organlz ion to Serve/the Moth

1 This title also has a Dersonal grammatical connotation and
means khenspeaksr'"the speaker's mother country”.
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Kuratomi's Remark

J

It was g% this time that iiipfé Kuratomi, Dt;/af the /

Resepregation Group's strongesk opponents remayrked thet i

"Mr. Best didn't know .,hat/(o do with t‘ns/ new buncn/(o

were forning Xk (Sokoku/giﬂkfu) He didn't know

to 1et t hem go ahead/or whether to pfick ur thse Ieaﬁeiﬁx‘ Y/
ime some ;/f t he od:«nm wuh shich the Tsude/h’oriv-

Kimar

adcusations of ipd were hesrd 1afss often. Mr. K. rgmarked:
f F 4 J" ;
"The rump¥s concerring theh no longet exist.
theyfirst upfertook to get tho boys ip the stock
to some expént people ssid Tsu and 10Y1 were dog
were to y\ne extent inclined to| be1ieye that.," 2/

Vi 1 (
SES—

N RIS
‘ u/\wte Qoctoberyenthusiasm over the coming opportunity

to renounce citizenship wes still in large psrt l1imited to
the leaders of tl Reseprezstion Group. Wr. Ige, who had
become an ardent supporter, expressed the sentiment which,

in essence, was to heoowe the unvarying res onse of the

G
members of tlﬁﬂwdhen the question

was put to them st their hearings:

"My personal opinion is that T would very much we lcome
this action., Those persons who will request dematuralization
will be truly loyal to Japasn., Phebgeididehiediii-bneortant
Ly (G O O JRPON

L, Robertson asked me-why I.wanted-  bo -renounce.my
Fttisonshipy” We who are ready to fece any eventuslity to
serve the Emperor fee]l that if we wait even onec day, we are
not serving the Emperor., Therefore, if we woaited, we would
be unpatriotic. If I could rénounce my citizenship this
minute, not because of Japsn going to win the war - this
matter does not conern vicbbry or defest, It's s matter of
inst inct and duty." 5/

l/R" Hankey, Notes, Oct. 19, 194% p. 4
H/ .La.)a.d., OGt 3 1344, p. u.
1bid., Oct. {]’ 14, 1944, pp. 2-3.
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Mr . Wakayama stated:

"The people are anxiously waiting for the denouncement
of it. Then Mr. Best mede the statement that within 60
days the camp would be urder Just ice, the peopls Were de 1izhted .
e more or less expect it." 1/ E

O o Tu «_ﬂ-o-.d..‘ ~J-? wjl ‘ﬂ’t—-f--i)f/‘

Mr . Yﬂmaguohi}«hoﬁeﬁvf, gxpregsedls dif ferent attitude:

"rhat renancistion of citizenship will be pretty hard. You
rot to request for it. You got to write a whole mess of things.
Then if you do it, it doesn't mesn anythings They are goinz to

check it in weshingtone. ( iy qﬁff# e au<.g41,#-¢4u),
q

"T think when it stsrts, 1'11 open an of fice and make some
money (helping people £il1 out forms). 2/ (This statement was
made facitiously.) E

ARV * L™

o'
mosthﬁnformants were still non-committal when the subject

X

of renuncistion wes brought up. They stoeted thet t hey might
renounce snd they might not.

TAMBARA,"THE JEW"3 THREATENED

In 1ate QOctober the camp Was gnlivened by the prompt
action taken against a certain man named Tambara, who was
scoused of profiteering. Nr, Tambara, who wes said to corie
from Sacramento, menaged to have some merchand ize which he
had agduired before evacuation brought to Tule 'eke. This
he /proceeded to sell at very high prices.

"phe people sure got sore at him, He sold @ pound of
tea for five dollars, Rice bowls worth ten cents he sold
for fifty cents. They say his family As just coining money." 3/
HBERAX

¥r . Tambara's lucrstive careey was interrupted, however,
#hen notices suddenly sppesred dn the canteens (and perhaps
in the latrines) which stated: "Mr. Tambara, would you 1like
to see another Hitomi?" Tambars Quickly save up his business
and attempted to get out of Tule take. The threats, according
to popular report, were made by the Menzanar Gange Informants

- -

1/ ibid., Oct. €3,
7/ Toid., oct. 12,

‘34"‘ -mli-) Out- ?7,
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organmnized _A(Ja.nua Ty

QAdminist

On November fxmxm 28 a committee of eight young men from
the Project Attorney
the ¥Young Men's Orgenization waited on Mr. Noyes/to ask him

Renvfici ation of CifyAAzenship.
7 4

questions about the renunciatbm of citizenship. They were
particularly disturbed because their carbon paper forms had
had declared invalid. They tried to see Mr, Best but imx
were referred to Mr. Noyes. Noyes refused to see eight men
go MW, Uchids, who mmEnmnwnkhexx had replaced Zsmkx reverend
Tstha as leager -of ‘Ehe young men's group{,\a:;l‘dz%}le other came,
‘ Lo trta.) o ACarn ain. +

$hemmnestiznsnware xixnxlizyes)ihen they arrived Mr. Noyes was
busy and asked that imptesdxnfxx they put their ouestions in
writing and that he would answer them in writing. The questions
were:

E 1. Can sixteen year old people renounce citizenship?

2, Werec the typewritten conies of blanks sent in valid?

3, Would the boys be allowcd to send applications in a
group? Could they send them all in one envelope?

4, Could people anply as a family group? What about
children?

¥ iwem i gres i @ martsm gmdmhed x i ek ik wg
Three deys later, when Noyes had not yet mmolied in

writing the committee came to see him again., Noyes told them
that the questions could only be answered by the Department of

Justice but that he would do what he could., He told them
that the carbon forms were not valid . When asked about

k& renunciation on the part of minors, Noyes was unsble to

as to e specific sge

answerfbecause he did not have the information. zHe told the
The spedific age for renunciation had been grroneously

omitted from the text of the Bill, Soon after, Attorney

General Biddle determined the age as 18 years.

) Al QAIAAL Ln ¢
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comnittee thatxmm applications were not being accepted on

behalf of minors. Kato steated that 3000 people stood ready

to renounce their citizenship.




him if
first but

nvenience,

N = A g - = Yna ; - . T R
Matsuda rems 1 tha 1€ should not
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At this period the Young Men's Organization also

changed its name from Sokoku Kenkyu Seinen-den to Hokoku

Seinen-dan, 1/ The new name meant "Young Men's Organization

to Serve the Mother

1. This title also has a personal gramatical connotation and
meass "the spveaker's mother country”.




INSERTION ON PAGE 81,

The informant refers here to a prososal for a communal
return to Japan which Mr. Kire f£irs& put forward at a
mmerh g monfl e 8 xneerenm imicinyx an induction ceremony of
the Young Men's Orgenization held on October 21, According to
his own account, Kira stated that if the neonle went back
to Japen as individuals kkEx esvecially the Rbsmymumax nisei,
unused to Japanese life, would have an extremely difficult
time,

"The boys and girls who have led an easy life in this
cougtry cannot eompete with the Jaranese, I told them the
only way they could do this is to go back in a group, to
work mutually for their existénce, Otherwise it will be a
failure, Otherwise, if they go back individually, they
might as well stay in the United States." 1/

How this proposal was received by the Resegregationists
is not known although Kira himself admitted that there was
considerable opposition tmxtkex and that a break within

the organization might result. Kira's critics, among them

Mr. Oishi, stated that/l:he idea was good, but since Kira

propesed it, they knew he was doing it for his personal

gain and not for the good of the people,

T ————— T ——— i —— - - - —— -

1/ ibid,., Oct. 23, 1944, pp. 3-4,
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Country." The éncreasing stress laid on nationalism is

obvi ous. The organization had changed its aim from the study

of the cultmre of Jaepan (Sokoku Kenkyu)to the servide of Japan

(Eokoku), The explmati n of the change of name given by
the Resegregationists was that after their initial period of
study, the boys were now ready for service,

[ After the ¢ iradktion of the petition and the adoption of
the new name the nationalistic, exhibitionistiec and ascetic
asctivities of then¥awmgmbierhs mimeuro ook antkm e mhm fkEx
both the adult and the youth group were enormously intensified,
This process was somewhat more apparent with the young men
because they made far more noise and #ke drilled vigorously

every ®mxy morning, rising long before daybreake. AR—en—ore]

slsaiemendy Mr, Yamashita wes Euite frenk about the psychological

effect he and the otherAl allers were aiming at by encouraging
this early rising and strenusus exercising, After explaining
thet they young men were "preparing themselves physically
and mentally"so that they could be utilized by the Japanese
government "if they go on the exchange bost"™, he added that
h 3 i =341
d
il

" Dhat—would-he just—oTAINETY EXercises.—Bul by getting
up early in the morning, by exercise and training after
worshipuing and praying for victory and eternal life for

our Jaoanesefsoldiers, these young people can be deeply
imoressed.

Q? é—- He het since the soldiers and wivilians of Ja.nan

were meking great sacrifices, it behooved the "true Japanese”

in Tule Lake to give up luxury andxssnrhfige show themselves 7
willing for sscrifice also., x%ilEmwsxt "We must do parallel to

whet our brothers in Japan are doing." 1/

1, R, Hankey, Notes, Oct. 30, 1944, p. 3.




CHAPTER VI - END

HOTOMI MURDER =-- SHOCK -~ FPEAR

Beginning of trend for peace and order wikx® on part of
kiwn aEgme nhxmflarge blue segment of ponulastion

Ran cogeurrently in August wi th ehanging war situation.
exemplification - conversation with Takeuchi

Did not reach first peak until overt resistance to
late September Resmg Petition, Hostility to reds.
Second peak in early December when it looked as if
pressure group squelched - KK and Burling.
Got policemen,
Also indicated by popular reactions to great Resegrega=-
ti n rumor of late July and Augfust,

END OF TREND WHICH ASSSISTED RESEGREGATIONIST
BEGINNING OF TREND RUNNING COUNTKR TO THEIR DESIRES

Beginning of talk - trouble in camp is making people

want to relocate - twkksxufx b

also - lot's of people wuld go out if they were't
afraid of what people wuld think,

tie in with war,




of study, the boys yere now ready fop/service,
s D i - | — I i Y §

It was also during this period th;fn;h;ﬁiﬁgi the bozu

greakayx or 8s hostile residents came to sall it "the shaved-
head" style of hatteutkg became obligatory for the members of
both the Young Men's Organization and for the adult Resegre-
gationists, This phkenomenon first manifested itself in
mid-October when the members of the Young Men's Organization
began to adopt it, Dr. Opler relates the following incident
which occured imxtwexnsnimdé when the new style was initiated:

"Tn Ward VII they (the Young Men's Organization) changed
haireut. At an evening meeting in the Ward, the Ward leader
. . announced that 'It was desireable for all Japanese youth to
have (trans.) "Half-inch cut."'. . . He asked how pany were
willing. Of slmost 200 boys lined up after marching exercises,
only about twenty boys steoped forward to signify willinghess.
It was then ex-loined that 'all should look like the youth of
Japan today.'s . « On Monday, the Sokoku boys of Ward VII had
'Half-inch cut,' & few of the more Americanized laughing at
their own transformation," 1/

It is probable that the males of both organizations shaved
their heads for the important December 8 ceremony (anniversayy

S L annndAA,

of Pearl Harbor), BY /traisniiuiee , feor of the group had become
so strong among the genezal eesidents that non-members =£
began to adopt it to avoid being called "Un-Japanese". The
Japanese Language Schools also encouraged this hair stayle and by
mid-December the difference in appearance of the male residents

of Tule Lake wes striking, Many of the nisei gave way to the
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pressure unwillingly and felt silly and embarrased, - Caucasian
school teachers reported that some of the boys attempted to

keep their hats on in school.

[:This was, in fact, the beginning of a trend of looking and

act ing as Japanese as possible. The behavior was contageous,
a1d when, in the months to follow, the camp underwent a period
of great erisis, the phgnomenon manifested itself in many and

varied forms., Parehts bnduced their children to leave the

theil neighbors,L)The Resegregation Group, however, led in
fervor and ingenuity. The following reaction to the increasing
pressure to "look and behave like a Japanese” was received from
e nisei girl with a very Ame ican point of view:

"On Synday morning they (the Young Men's Organization)
certainly make me mad, It isn't the mareching or the Washo,
it's that horrible off-key bugling,

"Even the mild Kokumin Gakko (the least radical of the
Japanese Language Schools) - the boys have to clip their hair
and the girls wear pigtails and skirts two inches below their
knees, My goodness, this is war time., Where are they going to

et the material? Many of the kids are thinking of quitting
school)s They haven't got the skirts. They can't wear
makeup or anything. They look like old hags." 1/

(I realize that this and the statements

above are cantradictory. The point which
I'1ll clarify is that many complied, but they
squawked like everything when it was safe.)

x B fs rwn = nting nfdrEt
The statement by this informant was one of the first

indications that the girls were also being drawn intof the
ixr® seemingly irresistable trend of "looking Japanese". Later,
this movement was to reach its most exaggerated development

1;}-R. Hankey, lotes, Dec. 13, 1944, pp. 1-4,
/

LA A I"‘ 8

e s eeda————




9%,
in the Po=hidibm Joshi-dan the women's militant Resegrega-

tionist organization which was formally organized on

Jamary 8, 1945, 1/

1. reference infra.
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16

"Many now regret signing the petition. They may have
been afrald. .« « I think they sho uld have explaired it
80- thoroughly that even a child could um erstand it. Their
attitude uqs, Take it or leave it.,'! It was too much of a
high pressure group."

KXXX
Mr. ®¥X O0ishi, however, stressed that furbher segregation

was imperative.xf If this were not done, the tm uble "will
come to a head. The only other way is to have the Army
continually patrol the camp." He was also against segre_ating
No-Nos from the repatrliates:

"Whoever saild No must be considered as Japanese. « o the
only thing we ask 1s that those who openly said Yes be removed
from the camp. It may split the families. ZAnmnxmagx A
son may have said No and a father Yes. « o Regardless of
whether 1t splits the famlly or not, we wanty(the Yes-Yes) h7%<
outh 1/ Al

Thrx

Mrs. Matsuda, one of the active members of the pressure
roup denounced the Imx- "loyal" to America and accused them
of coming to Tule Lake to escape the draft. She repeated the
martyr llke aims of the group xhimknkhemimadenmwesomoaoc:
to which the general population of the camp was so unreceptive:

"Since we came here we call ourselves the real expatriates
and repatriates sceking to go back to Japan and we witl
in everything, win or lose, as her subjects. « « We donlt
care which wins or loses. We're going to Japan.)/HExxankk
Hexxsntk "We can't" act like true Japanese subjects Bbecause
there qrjxj:;;ﬁfly elements here."

"We might be ‘iven a bad place to live.We say (to the
people) would you gof They say, 'Yes, we'll dle there as
Japare sel!

"The guys who won't say Yes to this are the guys who
are going to stay herel

It's not our business to worry about the other peoples. o o
They didn't stick up for us in the crisis fskaknsnmnexx
(the Novemb r difficulties and the Status quo vote). 2 _/

ib:l_d., pp. #, 18-19, €
2' ibid., ppo 9"
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Resignation of Reverend S=hisx Tsuha,

An interesting but minor &= event which followed soon
after the eirculation of the September vetition was the
resignation of Reverend Tsuha fran the pesition of e
¥mux leader of the Young Men's Organization., It's interest
lies chiefly in the its exemplification of petty politics

within the inner ceircle of the Resegregationist leaders,

As hag been mentioned , Rewie-Pewle., said well posted informents
A TSR Lt
took the position as leader of the Young Men's Organization

becaus e both Yamashita and Kira Fetmed—tirecons-enienes ot
Wt e LA ) PSPPI S (N J)

aAf.

ot /u,ﬁ/-( nade,
However, Tsuha ‘was not arrested and the Young Men's Organiza=-

tion proceeded with notable success, Tsuha's prestige and
prominence then became a threat to Kira and Yamashita, According
to informants, a rumor was then started that Reverend Tsuha

was having immoral relations with Mrs. Matsuda. Obv iously,

gsaid the Resegregaﬁionists, & men of such character should

not be leader of the Young Men's Organizetion.sxmmkyx 2/

Soon thereafter, Tsuha resigned and Uchida, an expert judoist,
strong -arm box)and one of the members of the Nn¥awhex

Negotiating Committee who had been detsined until August 1984,
took over the posttdon of dancho (chief) of the Young Men's
Organization,

BEGINNING OF OVER@% INDIVIDUAL OPPOSITION TO THE RESEGR IGATIONISTS
PRESSURE A < otmmen=Jaoninsu - - QMW .

Dur ing early October, when it became apparent that

the Resegregation Group's petition was not meeting with an
enthusidatic reception from the resi dents as & whole, an

increasing numbfer of rumors of pressure and threats began to

1/ See_suprs, p. .
2/ R. Haniy Notes, Mar. 6, 1945, p. 3,
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be heard. Yamaguchi, who was slready becoming known as
an opnosor of the Resegeegationists complained:

"Now everybody is getting wise. I don't Xike the way the
Sokoku Kenkyu tiwezfemsnmermtz (Young Men's Oorgenization)

threatens peoples " 1/

A nisei girl remarked thet she knew that the people were
afraid of the Resegregetion Group and that she had heard of
seversl minor beatings. When assked why the Colonial Police
did nothing about it, she said with immense ecorn, "They can't

0-24-3 do anything." 2/
P Dr. Opler also recorded instances of pressure during this
period:

"I am told feeling ran so high in Ward VII that the vocal
anti-Pesegregationists or residents of "tough blocks' who
refused to sign were definitely on the spot. In block 73, the
block mensger was forced by public opinion to move quietly
otit of tkexhinek his block and later resign; his secretary
did likewdase. In block 74, adjoidgg in Ward ¥I1I, we learned that
one aged anti-resegregationist Was hit over the back of the
hesd and knocked unconscious (Oet. 7) and when he 'came to!

remembered that the wash-room had looked darker than usual
when he went in. Ward VI also had its witch hunts." 3/

The Aritaka-Abe Beating
v On the night of October 15, three elderly issei returning

from & religious meeting were set upon by a gang of half a

J

Y, \¢/ Dbeaten men were injured so severely that they were hospitalized

y
\hi 7 dozen men. The assailants used clubs and a hammer and the
)

/J}/\' JLK for several dayse.

, Oct. 12, 1944, p. 6,

. Oet, 24, 1944, p. 3.
TRA, Community Analysis, "Report on Center Trends,”" Oct. 16,
1944, p. 2.
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xhrnuglnsxfL brought suffering upon the women and children

the nlsel to follow the

patible with agitation or the ma king

o S i W P T R
of unreasonable demands. "Young men, behave yourselves,

]J (Check March, 1945 notes, for Abe's information.)
h ‘
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the followlng v rbatim account of the beatinge




1056,

rpe
Abe's friends, among vhom Wwese the eewwemscsds ant i-

resegregat ionist Mr, Oishi, immediate y pr oceded to investigate
the besting, afxswxxze, with great caution and secrecy. They
discovered that the attack had been engineered by Kira and was
led by one of his henchmen, & notorious radical named Sawada.
When Oishi discovered that his old enemy Eira vas behing the
beat ing he became, in Abe's words, "es mad a8 a bull-dog".

"He (Oishi) csme to me immedistely the next day and sdid
he's going to kill hin (Kirs) or have his arr sted because he
knew everything what he had done in the past . IX I told him
to be quiet and see what will hapoen in a month or two."1R/

Oishi himself exnlained later that he was helpless in
the matter « Though he had the evidence to denmounce Kira for
the agitation which led up to the violence of the riot in
¥x the Manzanar Center, his hands were tied because the beaten
men and their families feared that if Kira were denounced to
the suthorities, neither they nor their families would be
safe from the vengeance of his gang of henchmen ,

Mr. Abe handled the matter himself ami boldly ¢ ontacted

the Resegregation Group leaders to make his position clear to

them. A week after he had been beaten he

ibid,, Dec. 14, 1944, p. 2.




@ |06
attenpted to get an introduction to Mr. Yamashita by the use
of a go=between. ¥z Instead, however, Yamashita and Kira sent
three representatives to see Abe. Abe Enidxbkaxaxmenxhix
frankly expressed his views to these men telling them that
it was the duty of the issel in camp %o bring up the nisel
as upright Japanese and not as agitators,.

"l talked with them about an hour and a half. None of
them could answer with one word of protest to my sayings.
They $ust adid, 'Yes, Yes, '™

A few days later xm Abe called on Yamashita himself’s
He told him:

"I'm going to Japa&n as you are but your opinion and mine
don't meet on how we dhould behave in this campe I can't see
nothing that we gain by making trouble here." ¥nmnmaynmoxafizx
Xhaninx

Abe told Yamashita that the issei in camp were old and
could do little for Japan. However, if they were truly loyal
Japanese it was their duty to bring up the young nisel according
to the highest 3apanese ideals instead of leading them along
the path of violence.

"He (Yamashita) said not a word. He simply cavilled at
details. I told him I'm not interested in details.™

Abe then informed Yamashita tkatnthanan "that there was
a rumor to the effect" that he had been attacked by members of
the Young Mens Organization. Yamashita appeared greatly
shocked and sal d, "We don't do anything like that., Yamashita
then a sked Abe not to tell anyone that he had called on him,

or misunderst of
lest Yamashita himself be suspectedAby members of his own

gooups 1)

1) ibid., Mar. 17, 1945, pp. 2-3%
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Attitude of the Administration

E‘Since the viet ims refused to name their assailants or
give any description of them, the Caucasian Interngl Security
was able to accomplish nothing in this case, ﬂ«%ﬁ‘mm
wes suspected, bt there was no evidence. The Japanese

Golonial Police refused to have anything at all to do with the

CP‘SE:J The Japanese police must have suspected Kira since he

was reported to have made an unmistakeable threst against any-
one who opposed the Resegregation Group at a meeting held
on October 8.,xkx

(I have to check this with motes,

Then, if I find it, reference to

this meeting must be made supra,

Otherwise cut out reference £o

threat. Most Japanese who knew

the score knew about Kira anyway by

this time,)
However, nothing was done and Kira and his group became more

arrogant than ever.

Attitude of the Peonle

Surprisingly few camp residents heard of the beating,
which was largely due to the fact that the victims tried to keep
it as quiet as nossible., A young nisei girl remarked:

"We have heard very little about it. Very few people seem
to know about it. All we hear is just that they were against
the retition., They didn't sign for it." RhepxwrrEnkezbemxng
inx At aroy it paisrd ¥ ixx 1/

However , Mrs. Yamashita, the wife of the Resegregationist
leader, bro ug,ht up the subject and remarked that another inum

1/ ibid,, Oct. 25 1944, p. 6,
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had been hit on the head, "They beat up three of them but they
wouldn't have beaten the other two if they ha@n't been along," 1/
Mrs. Yamashita was the tnly informant who approved of the beat~

ing and called the assaulted men inu,

[:The public reastion th this Dbeating was in strong

contrast to the mtthtmiexefichhe attitudes expressed in May
and June, when the imm craze of inu hate raged. To begin w th,
the story did not spread through the camp, When people did
hear of it they spoke of it with resentment and fear, The

pewex former power of the Resegregationists to inhibit their

opnosers by calling them dogs was pone, 3
%w
©014d t echniguey,hewever;—mkbut mmentli esme A0 be regarded

as oppressors rather than saviors.j




14.
"Aft r all, we came here (to Tule Lake) and I don't
tnink it (resegrogation) ds necessary. We wecre segregated
once. All who are here ought to go bsek to Japan.
Even 1f We signed the petition, that doesn't help us go
back to Japan." XXXX
He added, 'how -ver,

"T think it's better if the loyal group go out so thet
we could stay here peacefully. Otherwise, we don't get
settled down." 1/ :

A moderate, Xkkm intellligent nisel glrl expressed
almost identieal sentiments:
"We came here for the same rcasone el don't think

there is any point in separating No-Nos and repatriatese. .
.« o« T think the Yes-Yes should be teken out of camp « o

That's what everybody is saying." g/

Fujimoﬁio voiced the suspicion that the petition was
aradicel goon-squad business"."THey are just a minority
who feel that they have to meke & name for themselves
so tie y'11 b e honored when they get back to the old
country." He stated that he had imgm ignored the petitlon
because it had no official approvale. He added, However:

"Phe only segrogstion the colonists are in favor of
if the s gregation of the Yes-Yes from the No-Nos. -The
ma jgority don't care if there's any distinmction kmkmade
at all between the No-Nos and the repatristes.” g/

M. & nisei, who had taken an active mrt as member

of the Dailhyo Sha Kai, disapproved strongly of the

group unlc;%ut forwsrd the petition. He felt they

were showing off and csusing trouble just when tRings

conditions 4
in camp were beglnning to improve:

"Phey putxmmk a thing llike thet out and they are
putting people against each other. They just mix the A
people up. FhememzmemkxE NXe oo Why not get orgenized, éﬁ

I51d., P. 22
4./ ibid.; Do 16.
3/ ibid., pe. 29
7/ ibid., p. L+




INCREASING ARROGANCE OF KIRA AND TSUHA - WORRIES OF OTHER

RESHGREGATIONISTS --INDREASING ALIENATION OF GENERAL RESIDENTS

On the night of October 21, the Young Men's Organization
staged a ceremnial induction in the Block 84 mees hall at which

both Kira and Yamashita spoke. Two hundred new members were

inducted and 800 persons are said xhenlmx to have attended

the meeting, 8/ The most noteworthy part of the meeting were
the masihxeaimshatethreats uttered by Mr., Kipa, Possibly he

was flushed with his success in the Aritaka-Abe beating, for
his statements were = shocking to the residents that the camp

buzzed with them for weeks/{ afterward,

T T — - —— - ————— - — -

1/ ibid., Oct. 24, 1944, p. 3.




STATEMENT RY KURIHARA - FER. 28, 1945, g

A —— B ] I it et

"In megshall €, Mr, Ishigemi stoted (in late Octobar) thet the

orgenization (Hokolu) wasn't for Mr, Wakayama and thet he didn't have

anything to do with it, And also at the meeting in blook 84 (Oot. 217)

Mr . Tachibana stated that the organization didn8t be lonz to Wakayamae"




IHSERTTON-OT-PAGEaee- /O
Most informante did mnthinznbninkixgxxatmfhrmtmghgd little
more tlan hint tkmimxpmmx in whispers that something dreadful

had been said. ThEnapninzixnkjzoiiznxhiaxmandaxmxnxx Mr. IQ,C)MAJL-
f( a_"LAL
however, stated that hzﬁhad incited the young men of the

organization to fiolence and promised that if they should

get into ZmmmEdenkaxmanixxkknmghnithaxy any trouble theredby, he
His
would take care of them. Ihcsphcttnuiancqimost objectionable

statement appears to Xmxaxproxaxk have been a proverb: Dai no
mushi wo tasukeru niwa, sho no mushi wo korosanakereba
naranuT'llgppanese proverbs are very flexible in their
interpretations This statement was translated bygaﬁ aé: WMo
help the big shots we have to kill the small guys.”2 To thkmx
most of the residents the connotationB;;xxthlt jﬁgfi flear:

the insignificant opponents of the Resegregation Grounﬂnict
aroused

be put out of the wg'. This staement xuxgg much disapproval,

wr

even among persons who were not Qperticular ly opposed to the

preesure groupe At this meeting Kira also proposed his nlan
of communal colinization for those of the Tule Lake residents
who returned to Japan under the auspices of the Resegregation
Group. 3/

For several weeks following Kira's spectacular threats
there were indications thatxewven the other Resegeegationist
leaders had been = alarmed by Kira's boldness that xeyxx
there was danger of a split in the inner circle of the
organization, hxtkexswmexwe When Kiras had finished his
speech at the October 21 meeting, the more cautious Yameshita

apose and denied that

- S —— -

1. The literal translation is: "In order to help the big

; 1aects it is necessary to kill the small insects,."
. Hankey, Notes, Oct. 30, 1944, p. 4.

3. See supra, p. E




that many people,e 3 gpﬁ:;ted to the
pro osal, I have/heard also that they are/saying that Kir

is doing this f ness." 1

)j jv'y ”r‘«.[-"‘: /
fact that/(lfter\

omised them

protecti N, the more

Kira's “group : (hia gang) was ’ a part of the Resegregation

Groups An informant Who attended the meeting stateds

"Then Yamashita stood up next and said, 'Our group is not
for violence. Our idea is not to do harm to the non-segregants,

Kira's group is not a member of our groupe" 3
Mr. Ishigami, another Resegregation Group leader is
also reputed to have made speeches in which he stated that

Kira's group was not eonnected with the Resegregationists’ 4>

Ol

nr74‘§ was;gratifiad at this additional rumor that there

L ]

was dissention among the Resegregastion groupe.

I is interesting that Kira put forward this plan at the
time when the Resggregation Group was doing all in its power
to brani Kai and Kuratomi as Com muniets in the eyes of

the residents’s .

R[ Hankey, Nosdes Oct. 23, 1944, S o4
? _idid., Nov. 9, 1944, pp.’ 1-2% PP ;

4’ ibid., Feb. 28, 1945, pe 5%
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He stated:

"Their organization is so wegl formed now, it may not be
So easy to brerak, But if internal dissention takes place and
the organization is severely criticised (by the people) I
think it will disband., The residents will lose interest, "

While edmitting that a factional split would not cause the
fanatical leaders to give up, Oisihi held that a break would
make the residents lose the respect of the people. Oishi was
by now so provoked by the Aritaka-Abe beating and Kira's
increas ing arrogance that he began to live in hoag that
the pesidents would rise up against the oppression of the
Resegregat ionists, He steted:

"The people of this camp must choose if they want such
terrorism to exist or elsexktke(they must) cast the leader out,
They (the Resugregstionists) arc just trying to best the
people into line, . « I'm afraid there's going to be
serious trouble here if the people don't wake up and cast
them out,”

When asked if he believed that the camp residents head
sufficient spirit left to rise against the Resghegationists,
Oisi renliedx that the Japanese were a peace~loving peonle

and X¥wwx that they detested trouble. In time, he believed

that they would make %stand ~mainst the increasing pressure.

He ended by blamhng the administrstion for its blindness in
permitting the Resegregationists to gmx continue unchecked

in their peth of terrorism. He steted that the administra-
tion apparently feared the Resegregationists end was™trying to
appesse them too much." 1/

Threasts by Reverend Tsuha

On October 22, Reverend Tsuhs, towxk delivemed & speech
which was also marked by volent steteneqts. Though Tsuha hsad
resigned from the remimrshiw highest postion in the Young Men's
1/ ibid., Oct. 23, 1944, pp, 5, 6o , 'd, Ocr 90,1749, p 7.\
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Organization, he still took an active part in their activities,
He is reported to have said, "There are quite a number of
killers in this organization,”
For this statement Teuha wes strongly criticised by the

residents, Mr, Oishi expressed the peopnles' general sentiment

when he said, "I Bever expected that from a priest.” ;L/

According to Dr. Opler, Tsuha's speech also upheld the East
a8 spiritualistic and denounced the West as materialistiec,
Tsuha also praised Hitder far having caught the "light of
the Past" and denounced the Jews as "the blight of the
earth". 2/

T ————— i ——— T —— -~ -

2, TRA, Community Analysis, "Weekly Report on Center Trends",
Oct. 27, 1944, p. 2.
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a—few days e famp-buzged-with-the-ngws-that-Tsuha

L o aefpidtaf to Aot Raad,
had-oa*iyﬁfTh' e are quite a number/of killers in fhis

organization," For thls statemept Tsuha was stpongly

LAl At cltnAg ¢

eriticizedd Mr. K. expressed/Ahe peoples! geferal sentiment
when he sAid: "I never expegted that from 4 priest." 1/

O =

"Reverend Tsuha delivered a cofplicated, if not

confused leécture on Oriental and Ogcidental Value The
audience was due to be mystified ¢nd dazzled and /the speaker
apologized all through the proeegs of dazzleme that he

was unprepared and hadn't organized the lecture -- really.
Somé liked it, and some codldn't comprehend: The Orient, ,

hé said, was spiritualistic; the Occlident materialistc,
/The latterds interest In such theories éds the 'struggle”

for existence'! was part of 1ts 'get much as you can'
philosophy. The West believed in im@Gividual struggle; the
East in organlzed progress. Only Hitler (!) had bgen able

to catch the Xight of the East d think in terms/of group,
nation, etesd Yes, the Jews wefe the blight of the earth -

- for several paragraphs. e Orient believed iIn group
consciepte, based on a f y consclence. Hitler, of course,
borroyed the Aryan myth d the idea of national consciousness
from- the bushido of the Japanese, Plato's warrier-king
state also came from the East. Thus, oriéntals ag?/philosophers
afd we must trailn fof the state." 2/ //;

e ———

( ‘
[ On the same day Reverend ¥suha delivered another speech &nd
,@«jam» -\made an accusation which aroused the anger of the residents of

Ward VII, Mrs. Yamaguchi, one of the residents of Ward VII,

told the story:

"Reverend Tsuha made & very unreasonable statement about
the Ward VII teachers. Reverend Tsuha aald in his sermon
last Sunday that a certain teacher in here sald that the
attaeck Japen made on Pearl Harbor was ridiculous. He said
that if that teacher sald such a thing, they ought to knock
him down or kill him,.

"The people in Ward VII got very angry and asked the
principal if any teacher Baid such a thing. No teacher
did. The teachers are very angry. When they go back to
Japan, if anybody thinks that one of them sald such a
thing it will be terrible for khem.

1/ ivbid.
2/ op. cit., p. 5.
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"I know that theyjpare planning to take smme drastic
steps. They will probably resign. They hawe held off
for a few days because one of the teachers in wij? VII

TEXN HK¥s XX

died and they are walting for after his funeral,|
"Beverend Tsyh®/said this at thegdlard VII church.

My huspdnd wept to him apd saldj, 'Why did/you
say guch g-thing} f you haoe evidejce, s gl rigft,"
But Reverend Tsuhg/ said at was onJ)y wiat he had Meard.
I héapd that the head ef thef reverepds (Buddhigf) has
begoMme very worrledfibout it. Thapfs Mr. Nigd kawa who
1”a good friendjef George's." 1/

Tsuha, however, apologlzed for the statement and the

matter was dropped. Nevertheless, } not forgiven
by the WArd VII residents.ﬁ\Reverend Tsuha's statement

about killers also caused some perturbation among the

Resegregation Group's 1eaders[ A few days af ter, EE
Mrs. Matsuquteéé-bhe—wrieer that Reverend

was made,

Tsuha had been making some statements In fun and that
foolish people were taking them seriously.

K.

On October 30th, Sawada, Weltayemm's right hand man,

credited by—tromesds-liufonmends with being the leader
of the group which beat Hitomi'sbrother, Morimoto, Aritaka
-

THE ENIFING IN MANZANAR SECTION

and Abe, and several other men, knifed the son of a man
oA 1y =L
though a Resegregationlst wis) very hostlle to)ChaxJL

who,

(-

Wakg5n-d’“7@ha_annast-and—sp&e&—whtcﬂ‘fﬁIIBﬁEﬁ“gﬁvb

\Ia‘n-ymc)\and YWM oww pro*'ve th&t 7 | A' >




w25 (1)
Mr. Noyes, the Project Attorney stated that et the preliminary
!hlnlntnlnzaxpxntnxnlﬂxaxnzhlntn}aiqﬁndicated that krzm
AL N A

youngnxanpxaxoRgxx the victim and two éx%er young men XREX
were on their way to Japanese sebool in the evening when they

Sawada and another issei urinating.
passed)l:ntnxnxnmtnxttngz According to the bygs one of the
older men cal led an insult to them. One of th%boys turned
and made for them. HEixnfriamdsniriedninxnmid@nkhimnkazhkx

Sawada

Words were exchanged whereupon>tklxtlxlt duddenly drew a
knife and alaahédﬂthe young men across the Xampiaznx temple,
serering an artery. The victims! friends stated that @xag

Sawada drew the knife so fast that they did not see it. 1)
Mr. Noyes added that the Internal Securlty did nwds eem

ager to handle the case and that 1t was rumor:d that Sawada
was a friend of Mr. Yamashlta. Noyes, however, felt sure thet

there were no political implications to the case.!ﬁ—-ﬁ——#&ﬁo
LDl Ludeabmma i aud— b rerecpondd B pressate Lroi- sawadale bleck

n—the-farm-of-a-petitlion. extellding hls chanseber J—Stmee,

ROWe ST Ehenma than smaa momxnuhxafn WA fun iands prhla petd dnmx

Sawa \_L‘L h,'-‘ 1l been { n::.-_\f; oxar ta _the F-'\lmt‘\;f Able “.._:10;‘3, Lh&‘

nmetten—wae—aut ol the URA's hands nq&wbhe—petﬂﬁﬁﬁwrﬁﬂﬁfh&mlo

nﬁ_gaaﬁ\,ﬂgf It should be mentloned that)the administration
Abe Norm¥ e x mpaod e 3 s Aine o b oy me o mesn ou s n s e omncks
had no knowledge of Sawada's possible comnectlon withthe
pre-Hltoml or the Apitaka-Abe beatings.
O talan ;
Mr.»ﬁ; and Mr. Abe stated that the beating was connected

with the Resegregation Group and that the yo ng mm had been
- b - v {J

attacked because mf Kaxmnhakaknkhznfiahhana of the hostllity

Probably neither of the boys cared or/d ared to admit that
they saw the knife. ;
ibid., Nov. 1, 1944 , ppe 2-3.
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M,

that Kira's Inciting speeches had/ﬂed to violence whinhx from

f <

-
’
é Nl A L v

'ij éA '
sukdenkhyn \which he was eviéintly not able to shield his

follower, He added:

"The Japanese Internal Sgeurity 1s afraid it wlll be beaten
upes If there were no org=anization (Resegregstion Group) they
might have spoken their mind. The man (Sawada) is a fanatical
supp rter of the Sokujl Kikokh (Resegregation Group). Now 1if
he'!s ruleﬁuﬂd, Yamashlta and Rira will feel so proud thsat
joubtless they will do something really serious,” l/

Koxwan xtx
However, the victim gave taznximnrfmmnx less incriminatihg

testimony every tilme he testifled and at the fl nal trial
m sk
A w é fon Y o N

A
asked for clemency for Sapwada. ASawada seszsdere recelived

nly a sentence of 90 days. Mr. Noyes stated that the
dzziximm light sentence was the result of the nature of the
evidence, the age of Sgwada, who was In his late sixties, and
the fact that Sawada's past record was clear., Yamashita

came to see Mr., Noyes imx several times in Mr. Sawada's
behalf and ¥ with segeral other Japanese frlends accompanied
him to the tezxkkx trial in Alturas. However, he attempted to
glve the impression that he was not a person friend of the
defendant's but that he was merely an intermediary. According
to Noyes:

"Yamashita and Sawada m de a pledge in open court that

what the d efendant did was bad, that he would &ﬁtp rink anymore
and that he would not do this act again." 2/

¥pyxasnxaznddsapno nhsd
After the trial, however, Mp. Noyes said he was disappointed

because he had hea d that"Yamashita and the others are goling
around beating their chests and saying, 'I did it all.'” JH;‘
Several evacuee informants corroborated thise

- S - - -

i ibid-, Nove 6, 1944, p. Se
m., TIOVI ‘?, 1944’ pp. 2-4‘
xBEbIALFx
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INITYNINX
CLIMAX OF INDIVIDUAL OPPOSITION TO THE RESEGREGATION GROUP ==

OISHI AND KIRA CBME TO GRIPS

Dur ing late October and November, after the Aritaka-Abe
beating and the kmifing by Sawada, the anxiety and resentment
of the individual oppommmts of the Resegregation Group incressed
markedly. Individuals like Oishi and Ymmaguchi, having kept
themselves?iell informed as possible on the activities of the
Resegregation Group's leaders, were convinced that the Aritaka-
Abe beating end the knifing by Saewada were engineered by Kira
to silence oppositiﬁn. Mrs. Yamaguchi bean to be very nervous
over the plight of her husband who was well known for his
disapproval of the Resegregation Group. 1/

In late October, Mr. Oishi's friends began to piek up
hints that Kira hed deterhhamed on action arimed at putting the
camp into en uprosr., XamakexsiiepEdmmbenrmexhanies oomm e
According to one of Kira's henchmen, his plan was to beat up
twelve inu (opposers of the Resegregation Group) in one night
and simultaneously present a petition to Mr. Myer, signed by
the thousands of nominal members of the Resegregation Group,
asking for the removal of Mr, Best, 2/ If Kira did contemplate
this plan, he was evidently relying on the strong probability
that an incident of this magnitude would get newspaper publicity
ani wauld emberrass the WRA greatly. Consegquently, Mr. Best
might be forced to resign.

Mr. Oishi, howewer, was informed of this plan by friends.

1.
2. LooKthis up in notes in Berkeley.




Mr. Nakao,

confused state

fashion the

chinching r

N
il

oW~ |

arnl

13 A.
who signed the petetion was in an extremely

d kept repeating in an almost incoherent

-

ief arguments of the pressure groupe As-‘'nls

on for signing, he stated, "We want to be

separated from the imhenwx inus.# At a later interview he

segreg-tion should be carried to the

wag asked 1f he thought seg

point of separating families. He could not stomach this

and suggested that

in such cases, the Yes-Yes member of the

family should be considered the same as a repatriate. 1/

Many informants who did-not sign the petition were

contacted.

I”.I’ .

kamoto, who had previously votedagainst

the status quo state:




‘..‘ ISQ i ( ) ) ‘3)
lntmzmtnxntmnntntghhxhlmxnklxn:pxnnmxnxmlglmxltmlmlemexgxwkutx
Q\.AJQ—-‘/
inxhrathanwoxhdnghymx ¥kex ¥axhngx w-,\ did not underestimate
his personal danger. He proceded to rally his friends and then

sent a message to Kira by a go-between that if Kira carried

., !

out his plan, he, Hr:%iTA:ould denounceX him to the FBI. As
has been explained previoualy'ﬁiﬁ i#?f:ﬁgﬁased the evidence of
Kira's gompiishigxbianikm guilt in zsdknximgzurxnihexxikx
xhahanzax inciding thﬁriolence inthe Manzanar incident and

had never revealed this to the apthoritiesI This and other

O aada
ineriminating data on Kira,";Ahad written up and xaxhxhs

given to a friend in Tule Lake and xmm% to a friend in
4 /b_f‘,g,'l—‘-'\, C'(
Manzanar with the understanding that ifyd wereAkilled k=

' - b
xntii they were to send the material to the FBI. f/\had the

gopbetween tell Kira this. !hlnxaxixilyxihnnaxnmﬁnnzntnnntrln

£

Ehxaxopxiimdmsnxlxx Th{ﬂhﬂlt &ay two emitsaries from Kira
called on B8 A PREmsnmaxnzbiaxniminioxnzazaxnxbinxEznzizbingy

YAxninxgxazneaxisbxymxainxaznyaenshmmisghinxnridxakainkaxnensx

o

. |\oZ
inxpRmEpax Q;Atold thems
fhxdedioxtenupxaifixhsnting

"I might be attacked and killed, but in the meantime I
might kill a couple of you. I dedicate myself to the justice
and welfare of the camp. Z2hxzbkaxthm. . « When Abe and Ariataka
were attacked, I was ready to punish Kira, but at their request
I withheld. But now I am ready."

ThaxBamhXAX O

_Kira's emissaries attempted to recadon with Mk )\stating,

"Aa long as we let you along you shouldn't mind what
happens-in camn.“
A 2 rJ"\."' Cr -4 A '41‘-' ‘/ 4’&‘

Z
This[\s&m beoughts®. to the point of furg, He therupon
tntdxthanlmxnnngnn:x zaxhstxaenxs gave kthamzhstenynafixkire
f\th@ long history of Kira's crimes ‘esiiw-hewehmen and

reiterated that if Kira madexnxaxmmne commited one more act
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kxxx of violence he would denounce him}\ Q wo\iij:o protectéd
himself by cnttacting one of Kira's lliutenants & young man
who owed"w :#obligation igeurred in pre-evapation times.
This young man stated that he would sacrifice his life before
he would. mkexanpxazhinanx participate in any agtion against
agwl éadays after this interview between Eira'g go-‘oetweens
and EAp\¥axayamxx, about which, of course, nok one but @OW
intimates had any knowledge, MmimEhraxaxnanmpmdxtkaitmimxinxdx
the rumor spread through camp that Mr. Kira had resigned his
nosition of advisor to the Resegregation Group. When

questioned about this, the Matsudas, sb?¥®)l ardent Resegr -ga-

tionists, looked embarrassed and said, "Well, he's been sick." 2>

It is,of course, igpossible to determine whether Oishi

was responsible for Kira's resignation. However, data indicates

that before this clash, ke Kira's geng was planning an
inereas ing number of beatings and after it took place, no one

else was besten. onpe residents,xm@me knew nothing of this

matter between O4shi and Kira and consequently, continued to

fear the power of his gmmgx "boys"

}> %‘/{47 P }‘7‘/ /"‘/7 / ) )
?JJ"’{) Do ﬁ,/ /C(./’/\ (c»7
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RESIDENTS' REACTION TO INCREASINGLY AGGRES JVE AND

—___._—-_.-—-——-———d—-—————l

NATIONALISTIC POLICY OF RESEGREGATION GROUP

While the radicel stotements of the leaders of the
Resceregation Group caused much scandalized whispering among
the cemp residemts, there w=s no indicetion that the large
mess of non-members had any intention of doing anything about
it. Though Kira's gang was becoming increasingly feared,
out-and-out suspicion that he hed engineered the beatings was
held by only a handful of persons who were careful not ®o
publicize the matter. Nevertheless, the ordinery residents
beceme increesingly anxious and worried over the growing
vooiferousness of the Resegregetion Group but they were very
gareful to whom they expressed their disapprobation.

The changing attitude of persons who had previously been
neutral but were now beginning to express disapproval was well
exemplified in a statement made by Miss Fujimoto. She
remarked that she thought there were two groups of people in
camp, the strong suprorters of the Resegregation Group and
the rest of the people "who don't care", She did not think
that there was any group opposing the Resegregationists
because nobody dared to "talk sbout it". She explained t he
menner in which the Resegregetion Group gained converts:

"The way it seems to me, one or tw peopde in a block

start it end they pull the others ih. In this block we don't
even hear about it, but in Some blocks they're very strong." 1/

1. ibid., Nov. 1, 1944, pp. 3-4.
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According to Dr. Opler, Tsuha's apeec%Jupheld the Bast as

spiritualistic and denounced the West as materialisttc. Fe
also praised Hitler for having caught the "light of the East®

and denounced the Jews 25 "the blight of the earth'V Z2)
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Peosffles Reactions to Fncreasingly violent poli

fon Group

While the rgfical atatements of the 1

Resegrcation Gpbup caused much scandalizéd whispering among

the gamp resjdents, moxnmbxhiexhmath there was ng

indication/that the lar ge mass of

of »--.—-;-oa—tho—gna-p-ogxgoin

Outright opgosit&én-appeared %0 be given only by individuals
0 ’

1ike'MrﬂA55 small organizations like the sect to whmch
u-....lrr—“ma.-d-’;-o f‘

Aritaka and Abe belonged and the much larger fab¢1on led

by Webpxlwnxssnt Kai and Kuratomi'., The Kai -Kuratoni¥ group,

however, was keeping very quiet through October and November

of 1944,

EhEnEndmensnmexdaiaxhx
Nevertheless, there are some significant data that the

persons who had been misled by the aims of the Resegregationists
were beginning to regret their membership in the group. Only
one case can be cited here, that of Mr. Okamoto, the conserva=-

tive Block Manager. fnx¥zusmkrx After the celabration"

of the Meiji Setsu, the birthday of the Emperor Meiji which
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falls on November 3, Mr. Okamoto stated that he had not
attended the ceremony sponsored by the Resegregation Group
but hadx instead gone to that given by the apammxe largest
Japanese Languege School, Sdimee hL had been an enthusiastic

member a few weeks before,phi1-llh—ohaago—ef-a+*++ud¢-ia
siegnificant. When asked why he had not attended the xn:nnnnéwnx

zaxBxnegxnf Resegregationistxkxzmxx ceremony, he stated:

"I try to avoid everything. I haven't gone to the

meetings. I told them, 'If I stay in your club I have to
quit ny Jjob.! LN‘M—&W.

I just put down my name, but I don't go to the meetings’

)V Seapp-
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"I'm afraid if thet organization goes on &s it is, it
will get involved in more politiecs. That's why I'm afraid.”

At the Relocation Centers and during the October-November
1943 crisis at Tule Lake to become involved in poligics
m ant "agisation" and brought internment in BanTa Fe or Leupp
or thenxtme at Tule Lake, imxfhexatockagex imprisomment in
the stockade., Okamoto did not desire this fate. He went on

to 1ist his objection to the Resegr gationists' orgenizations

stating that“the/?organggatiwn wxs is breaking from the inside

because of. .differences..and friction..among the members)”

end spoke oautiously of the tough, hard and stiff boys £f

the Manzanar section,

;gxg "Frankly, I myself am being awful careful of those boys.
€

do something very extreme, so I just kind of take more
careful step.”

'rrwAwfqu@+L,V\cqfwgﬁngqu*:bq

He then)expressed—the widespréad defense of the non-
Resegre gationists, stating that since most of the people in
Tule Lake had decided to go back to Japsn anyway, there was
no reason to make such an issue of the matter. 1/

Mr. Olkamoto's aftempt to extricste himself from the
organization once he became conscious of ibsnreXitizsx the
political aims of its leaders and had heard the rumors of
the part the tough Manzanar boys (Kira's ga Weré playing
is significant, Okamoto, like many others, had been attracted
by the expressed idealistie cultural aims of the Young Men's
Organization., He statement, "Most of the peonle in the
center have decided to go beck to Japan anyway," indicates that
he haed swung to the view of those persons who kadnxexennyotnest
avoided joining the group, holding that their act of segrega-
tion was sufficient proof ®f the sincerity of their intent to

————— - —— 6-—-—---——------

1. ibid., Nov. 7, 1944, p. 2.
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The changed attitude of persons who had previously
been neutral but were now beginning to express disapproval

#as well expemplified in ttgﬁstatement made by Miss Fujimoto}

" mimkniiEme are two oups (in camp). One of tﬁ}m‘is
really/ for %t (swpports the¢ Rasegregition Gr:un)\igd the other

group gx, (the remainder of the p 0plelhgoesn ca

don't |tWink there i# any group really againstlit,

if they

ecaus\ \
Skx
She fmxmxkxsd remarked that she thought there were two groups
of people in camp, the strong supporters of the Resegregation
Group and the rest of the people, "who don't care". She
did not think there was any group epposing the Resegregationists
FxxExx® because %hfnthmpxtaibxedn mpxinxbxhifx nobody daeed
to "talk against it". She explained the ynmnamazxnamf manner
in which the Resggregation Groun gained converts:
"The way it seems to me, one or two people in a block

start 1t and they pull the others in. In this block we don't
even hear about it, but in some blocks they're very strong." 1>

1) ibid., Nov. 1, 1944, pp. 3-4.
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repatriete or expatriate, There was no indication, however,
that any considerable number of members left the organization
at this period. Many may have desired to leave, but did not
dare to do so, Okamoto, & comparatively well educated man
(though a kibei he had finished Juhior College wark in the
United States) was able to anticipate the fact that eventually
the activities of the Resegregation Group would bring punitive

action from the authorities., He feared this more than the

prcssure of the Resegregation Groun. He left #hile he could,

but due to his former membership was almost.reentangled
several months later, 1/

Attitude of the Administretion

This particular neriod was regarded by the administration
as one of the most neaceful in the history of Tule Lake. Dr.
Opler begen his renort of November 16 &s follows:

"It has become trite, in trenmd reports on Tule Lake, first
to prediet snd then report the peace and quiet of the center,
Nevertheless, ever since the ligquidation of the stockade, the
progress made has been steady and unmistakeable. . . Three
reactions have emerged: 1) the center has been improved since
the period of last November. . . &) AHaministration anticipates
problems and functions efficiently. . .3) Administration
dispels problems quickly once they arise. . The process of
restoring confidence in Administration is completed."” g/ ::}

On November 10th Mr. Robertson stated that Mr. Best was
oonvinced that the colony was in a state of exce tional peace,
No trouble at all was anticipated. The factions were fighting
among themselves, but all else was serene, At the last staff
meeting Mr, Best had read a letter from Pillon Myer which stated

that Tule Lake was in the most peaceful state that he had ever

Reference infra to Okamoto's attempts to avoid internment.
£, WRA, Community Analysis, "Special Report on Center Trends,"
Nov. 16, 1944, pp. 1, £.
3. R. Hankey, Notesk Nov. 10, 1944, p. 5.
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Some of this administrative obtimisim{ is expaainable

due to the foct that the center did present an outward

app earance of extreme quiet. Nobody dared to report Kira

and since the administration seemﬂﬂ%o be ignoring owsoeSNSNEc

the activities of the Resegregationists no one considered
makineg a complaint. Moreover, to 4o so, wuld be the act of
an inu,

Another exnlanation for the general attitude may be found
in the following account of & conflict between Kira and the

administration in which Kira came out on top.
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Mr. Okamoto's attempt t ic nself from the

organlzation once he had become conscious of kkake

Ve Chorr oot
darz;;.olitica]/pﬁ-s.orm&w and had

heard the rumors of the part Ehepxwenenphepingrxin tioa

nat ingex hsnomzhx sakgrafiraxtx "the tough Manzanar boys"
(Kira's gang) were playing, 1s wess sggnificant. Okamoto,
like many others, had been Xmidninkm attracted by the
highnrhomxz hhghxaims znihungh atnxnodix hia edeh xnik
cultural alms of the Young Mens Organization. His statsment,
"Most of the people inthe center have decided to go back
to Japan anyway," indicates that he had swung to the view
of these persons who hsd never jolned the group, holding
that thelr act of segregation was sufficient proof of the
d ncerity of thelr intent tojfrepatriate or expatriate,
There was no indication, however, that any considerable

number of members left the organizatlon at this pﬂrLai. &L
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Many of the nisel complied to thd¥s pressure, alfmdugh they
felt silly #hd embarrassed. CaucgSlan school teaghers repﬂéted

that so of the boys attempt to keep thelr ts on lp/;chool.

—_—— - e ——
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Disagreement between Mr. Kira and the Administration

In early Yctober, Mr. Kira became embrolled in a confllet
with the administration, threatened to reslign his block manager-
ship, and also threatened to make all the Block Managers in the
Manzanar section and the fire inspectors resign wlth him.l The
incildent will be related briefly since it 1s an excellent example
of Mr. Kira's pre;sureltactics.

|2

According to)wekayama's account, a resident of his block bullt
a porch on hls apartment which complied with existing administrative
fire regulations. Later, new regulatlons were issued and the ad-
ministration charged the porch builder with violating the regula-
tions. Kira appeared as a witness at the trial. Despite Kira's
efforts, however, the violator was sentenced to 30 days in the
Klamath Falls jail, the sentence to be suspended if he tore down
the porch in a week. Kira, thereupon, threatened to resign his
block mangership. He also stated that the people of his block
"got sore" and that "the boys demonstrated thelr offensive spirit
at (Block Managers) headquarters.” Most of these "boys" were
probably members of Kira's gang.2 Kira continued his agitation
for several days, trying to get his fellow g;;;{t;;;éer%Aof the
Manzanar section to resign and eventually, according to his story,

the administration compromised by glving the porch builder a new

1. Ibid., October 13, 1944, p. 1. .
2. Agaln I note that the "gang" has to be described before thils.
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apartment with two rooms if he would remove the porch. 1/

How much of this egotistical sccount is true there is
no way of determining. The significance lies in the fact
that Kira's hencemen publicised this occurence as a great
victory for Kima, thereby increasing the fesr whth which he
and his followers were regarded. If Kira could force Mr.
Best to his will, thought thef residents, what chance had s
resident who wished to protest against his activities or
against the Resegregat ion Group with which he was donnected,

RESEGREGATION GROUP EXPELS "UNXJAPANESE" MEMBERS

Resulting conflict with Kai-Kuratomi fsctiomn - Investigation

by Denartment of Just ice
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apartment with two rooms )1f he would remove
How much of this #ggotlstical account As true there
way of determining./ The significance l¥es in the fact/that Kira's
henchmen publiclzBd this occurrbnceAa d thegvav incrgased the fear

with which he And his group of follpwers were regarded. If Kira

force’htmlto hls wil\\Jﬁhat ch ce had a resigent who wished to
protest/ﬁéalnst his activitles.

f'

The Dal Nippon Seinen-dan

In early Vctober, rumors of an organization headed by Kai
and Kuratomi, whlch was reputed to be opposing the resegregation-
ists' Young Men's Assoclation, began to be heard. Almost nothing
18 known of this organization since informants did 1little more than
hint that they knew of 1its existenée, and that Kal and Kuratomi
were behind 1t. Kuratoml himself denled the existence of any
organization. That he and Reverend Kail did have a loyal group of
henchmen there 1s no doubt, for unmistakable evidence of this

appeared later. Rumor had it that the Dal Nippon Selnen-dan was

about 100 strong. This organization was probably never organlzed
in any formal manner. However, the Resegregation Group denounced
Kai and Kuratoml's group as a bunch of gamblers and drinkers,

striving to blacken them with both the administration and the

Qcmwﬁa
residents. MNr. @.pbelieved that the organization existed:

"Kai, Kuratomi, Morl and Tsuda are behind the Dal

Nippon Seinen-dan. "I've been hearing that they've been
organizing 1t. Ten days ago they claimed they had about

100 members.

1. R. Hankey, Notes, October 23, 1944, pp. 1-3.
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Mr. @ )also predicted that if the rivalry between the Kai-
Kuratoml group and the Young Men's Organization continued, it might
well lead to gang warfare, a prediction which was accurately borne
out two months later.

Yamaguchl stated that Kuratomi had told him that he was

forming a young men's organization which was called the Dal Nippon

Seinen-dan. "I don't know who's back of it, but they are forming,
ng

I'm sure.
At this period, the odlum with which the Tsuda-Mori-Kimura
AL Cthmnie
group had been regarded by the resldents in general \wes—muweh less
pronounced. Evidently, many persons were no longer influenced by
that gossip spread by the Resegregation Group. Tsuda and his
followers had been keeping out of the limelight for several months

and accugsations that they were 1inu were now heard less frequently.

Mr. ‘bz/t%tated:

"The rumors concerning them no longer exist. When they
first undertook to get those boys in the stockade out, to
some extent people said Tsuda and Mori wege dogs. We were
to some extent inclined to believe that."

Administrative Attitude

The attitude of the higher adminlistrative staff members
toward this intra-camp conflict was one of satisfaction. In its
crudest form it manifested itself in remarks such as, "Let them

cut each other's throats so long as they don't bother us." The

1. Ibid., October 16, 1944, p. 5.
2, Tbid., October 12, 1944, p. 6.
3. Ibid October 23, 1944, p. 5.

'
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administration suspected and, to a certain extent, feared both
groups and was inclined to look with favor on the confliet. 1In
this particular case, at least, the constant evacuee complaint
that the administration wanted to make the Japanese fight each
other, 1.e., divide and rule, was justified. The bulk of the camp
residents, as they became conscious of the rivalry, wished only to

keep free of 1t.

KAI-KURATOMI FACTION STRIKES AT RESEGREGATIONISTS -— DEPARTMENT

OF JUSTICE BEGANS INVESTIGATION -~- PUBLIC OPINION MARKEDLY

TURNS AGAINST RESEGREGATIONISTS
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FHHS I‘ R({UND IN OEEN COM"TICT BE.'I'.EEN THE ’@?F(}RLGI:TI”N’ GB@ﬂP /
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Che Re sefsregatian Group suffered two severe blows almost

simultaneously. The first blow was the challenge of open conflict
v N vl 3 0

dehveredf\bv the Kai- Kurntom f ct:mn. The second wag the -
""\"..ﬂ LD bt y«. N 2 (e, TN L Aniy ?’

1nvastie;atinn initiated by Mr. Rurur?',(‘ During the st
Pl i = ] I zrinienn "u«\, B,

@i+ De cember , therefore, the leaders of the group were in e state
of great alarm, partly becauge they feared the results of

Bur ling's investigation and partly because they did not know
when Kei and Kuratomi might strike aggin, Due to the fact

that they knew they were in extreme ly bad rapport with the
authorities, both WRA and the Depertment of Justice, they
feared that smy attempt at reprisal they might meke or even

an atterpt to defend themselves, would be twisted and used

ag»a i,r,ls'tfh?[{‘ X 4"' = . P e ,7( .

Two factors %ﬁ:ﬁit:i:t? }:\r inging t'l::jon ”[icef:_:nf /:M(_, }t-.,,»,nm'
but submerped hostility t(Lme t}e/\bw into the open, Li‘)’ﬂ
One wags the Re segreget ion Group's increasingly out spokgn denuncist ion
of gambling, sake-making and other forms of vice, a ki;nd of
propagands intended to turn popular opinion against Tkuda, the
reputed vice king of the camp sad also ag;zninst his close friend, Mr.

Kuratomi. The other was the institution of jomei or the expulsion

of members who, in the opinion of the leaders, wene "Un-~Japanese”

’/w._—cgt")ﬁ,

Sgveral persons expelled belonged to the/\
#nd their rege was grest indeed, The policy of eXpulfion was

begun at the end of Qctober and continued on through November .

lAcoordinp: to Kuratomi three separate groups of 1etters were

sent out. The persons expelled, whether they were gamblers or
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not were deeply of fended., One a'xpe lle;d family ® ntemplated
g suit against the I—Toshi-da__nA Kurstomi irﬁse..lf re ce ived wha;;
he considered a very insultinz letter on Wovembser 20th, The
letter stoted that since i
Lor Kuretbomi—immiienetremd (uratomi had %r si‘md?é—.'h-ime—]:@-;—
the Resegregation Grour wished to know if he had any intention

of joining the organization, mHe was curtly asked to call at

the office at 5408-D and express his intantions.ﬂ Whether

the deliveyy of this bstch of letters on November BOth, 7“!

v have beep’laven less ?olite that the‘/nne rege ived
by Kurgtomi had anyphinz to do with the notabl evenfthat
evenjing, the writ does not know, The oolncfdence if morth

notdng, however
On the evéning of November 20th, when the 56 relatives
of those membeérs of the Negotiating Committee who had been
interned left Tule Take for Crystal City, they were given
an elaborate send-off by the Resegrepgation Group, the Kai=
Furatomi group and the Ward VI lappguage sohool. When the
farewe 11s were over, Mitsuho Kimura, one of Kurstomi's friends
and 2 noted judo champion, approached Mr. Uchida, dan€ho'of
sannn Vodwna O repanis o 'Aa Sy
the( (and before the larie cromd present, accused Uchida
of having cslled him a doge This was an outright chsllenge
to battle, Smee-—bath Kimura and Dichide possessed we—hiche®t—

Uchida,

however, backed dewn.

The news of the narrowly averted kmxiy fight spreed rapidly
through the camp and interest in the state of open hostility
which now existed between the two rival groups ran high,

ibid., March 6, 1945, p. be
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The leaders of the Resegreg tion Group became extremely
anorehensive, This spectacular challenge was followed by a
series of minor attempts at intimidation wh which groups of
irate young men aporoached prominent Resegregationists and
demanded to know thef recason for theix exoulsiong of some
individualf., From this time on, & state of open hostility
prevailed, Gang warfare was imminent, The homes of the

Resegregationist leaders were guarded by groups of—pewrz—men

from the Young Men's Organization and the Resegregationists,

in general, fell into a great state of nerturbation{:]

Mrs. Matsuda attempted to conceal her anxiety by
remarking defiantly that she and others in €anp were "still
heart and soulf for going to Japan whether Japasn wins or
loses", She blamed the near fight on Tsuda and stated that
Tsuda and his groun had been telling the WRA Internal
Security that the Young Men's Organization was a bunch of
roughnecks, The whole Kai-Kuratomi faction, she s=id, was
now informing constantly to Mr. Best. She also told how
a group of KaiX*Kuratomi followers had attemoted to pniek a
fight with a Resegreg ticnigt neamed Shimizu, but BShizmizu
saw all the boys sround” and deamdded xmx declined to fight.
She repeated several times thaet "they were having such a
difficult time holding the boys (Youn Men's Organization)
beck, telling them to be patient and that patience is a
Japanese virtue,"l/

Mrs. Yamashita, wife of the active Resegr:cgationist leader,
exhibited a similer state of fear and tension, She sdmitied
that the trwuble had prown out of the jomei, the exoulsion of
oS 1via,, Dec. 9, 1944, p. 4.
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n

"Un-Japanese" members, aml related how a group of expelled

persons had gone to the Matsudas' home and threatened them,

Like Mrs. Matsuda, she added, "The boys =ren't going to stand

for this much longer." 1/

Cautious Mr. Kuratomi who knew a great deal but would
tell little at this time adso blemed the outbresk of hostili-
ti ea on the expulsion from membership. He stated:

"What they (the Resegregationists) are trying to do #w
is very ungentlemanly and very cowardly.c. .There are some
men being expelled for no concrete reason.”

He added thet one man had been expelled because the

resxx he had worked for Mr. Tateishi, and that he was

"really angry". g/

1/ ibid., Dee. 11, 1944, pp. 1-2,
2 ibid.' p..5.
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The leaders of the Rescgregntfon Group became Emimmmidy
extremely arprehensive., TWis spectacular challenggf was follo
by a series of minor attgnots at intimidation,
groups of ymx irate yoyng men evprosched promiflent Resegr
gationists and demanded to know the reason For the expulgion
of some individua From this time on a #tate of open
hostil ity prevai)fed., Gang warfare was Amminent,
of the Resegr:«;
young men fro
tionists,
Arrival of John Burling and Insitutfion of Renunciation of

Citizenship Hearings

On December 7th John Burling of the Department of
Justice arrived at Tule Lake,ﬁ%;omen the hearings for Renuncia=-

tion of @itizenship, He had come also with a view of deter=-

mining what the best poliey in regard to thij"ﬁ*gé of Tule

Lake might be as far as the Department of Justice was concerned,
On arriving, he was astonished by the activities of the Noung
Men's Organization, the militmmistic marching, bugle playing

and Japanese nationalistic ceremonies which were at this

time in full flower. These activities caused Burling concern
because of the possibility that they gxik might come to the
attention of the Hearst Press or the Dies Committeeand eszll

down another orgy of unfavorable nublloity unon Tule Lake and

oA A~
the WRA., He thereupon determined toﬂiﬁﬁ—%
mﬁ_gzw—u—;—g began tleemmenidodbed-io 1
1o M’N‘.—&J’ v

hﬂﬁgMAthe officers of the Young Men's

Organization and the adult Resegregation Group.
This investigation added to the burden of anxiety borne
by the Resegregetionist leaders. Prosecution for sedition

or int ernment loomed before them. #
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AIn formanta who belonged to the Young Mens Organization
were/\y-—{ concernet. Boxhdaxamdxizgs Uchida the leader,
lninignnxaxntnangnnn;plntntnxnxaxllnxintx NAENNDEDIRAX
sixmdxdixzx had just had an interview with My, Burling
and wondered why the first question Mr. Burling asked was
"Are you a member of the Hokoku (Young Mens Organization)t®
He believed he should have been questioned only on his
renunciation of citizenahi;l' He was also worried over

£t J/J

the fact that/tie administration believed that the Young

Mens Group had been influencing residents to renounce their
citizenshipe. Obviously, thenfeanxnfnzadikhmnxmxex he feared
prosecution for sedition. Both he and another member of the
organization who was present stated several times with a
force which Em¥imdxtkmix did not ring true, "We're ready

to go to Santa Fe if necessarye. We're not afraid."” I&XX

xntntttnnnx!xnxlxnuﬂnmﬂnthnnkmtxnln;nlntn&nsixhntxx

lnmﬁﬁmxntmxmtmsﬁnxsnxmhhxmthmn:ms&:nxhtnmnimxh:mxnxhxnnkx

afixhasih Xhihenx . P ﬁ//d
/
Neither of the young men car to dis$ gss the fnzidaxhx

affront /offered by “r. Kimura on/the night of November 20, 1)

CAutious Mr. Euratomi, whg knew a %fgat deal but would

jttle at th¥s time, als¢ blamed the outbreak of

hosgilities !
/
Mrs., Y hita was now Pvrried over the fect that

Wakayama d teld sdme Inte#nal Securlty officers that her

huaba led th ys of the| qung Men's Organlﬂatlon.
/ \
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Mrs., Yamashita was now worried over the faet thst
gome Internal Security officers had guestioned Mr. Fmkzpsm=
giz:t a group of tough boys who were alleged to have
threatened to break up a high school dance. iaknxnﬁi?gold
the officers that he had nothing to do with any boy's group
and that Mr. Yamashita led the boys of the Young Men's
Orgenization. Yamashita was called in and Guestioned.
Soon, thereafter, he was called in and cuestioned by Mr.

Burling. Mrs. Yamashita was very provoked with Mr. Kira but

added "that she wasn't a bit scared”., }/

Mr. Kato{ had also been called in by Burling. He said;

"He (Burling) kept asking me hBow I became spokeman for
the Hokoku (Young Men's Organization). &/

Kato, as has been mentioned, was spokeman for the group

who cuestioned Mr. loyes about renunciation of citizenship.

T —————————_——————— -~

1. ibid.. Dp- 1—2.
2/ ibid., Dec. 12, 1944, pp. 4, 5, 6.
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of them (the commoh people) ere pleased excepting those who
are members of cg‘hrse. They want them to be taken awav,
Ke was most p'!?lﬂ"w'ﬁd of allo" 1/ ‘_..’

J

Mrs. Goto, a nisei, said:

/___.

so heard thst theif leaders were b inz r:ulled in,
But we ;I/on t discuss those fhines openly., I{ isn't healthy,
In othdr words, they ssy, fYou're not Japanese ,'" 2/

En’?l'f DECEMBER ATTITUDES TOWARD THE REST G’-.?EG:L'I'IWN GROUP

Althourgh i‘ew comﬁruetive, moderate informants would
aAd aan

comw.ent/(l--hk!-& oon tf"e fact that the Resegrepat ionist

leaders were being interrogsted by the Depsrtment of Justice,

PN
the ir attitude toward the orm n:zatmn/\shomed 8 marked chenge

over that previously held. mmm

Q,\/Il L m ,,‘/\\/.AJ.WJJ R AAA AN ’\—al“‘f .
2 Dottt IT sl tipe———"t | /\of course, someé of this overt expression

of disapprovel may have been sroused ss & result of the increasingly
agrressive activities of the organization and some by the fact that

the group, which had been unpopular for many months, had been openly

challenged by the Kei-Kuratomi-Tsuda faotion., Mee—weiksrs—houessr,
-y [M‘r—ww, 7,

MAthﬂ the very moticiable inorease in criticism wag

chiefly due to the hope of reldef inspired by the inve stigations,

Miss Dod, Wh:) hed previously snid only complikentsry, things of

| ~ W Mt, P
tla/\id (her fsthﬁ r\ms a member of tk%____m‘.:) changed her
sttitude comple tely:

“To my mind they are not scting for the good of the people,
They 8re trying to do everythinz in s spectacular wsy, such as
cutting their hadr. They are overlooking the really imoortant
thing., I belisve there are a lot of peorile in camc who wish
moré sincerely to retmumn to Japan but aren't mekine such & noise
over it. I think it's selfishness. Most of the educated men
sre being quiet in here, " 3/

Miss Tkeda, an extremely conservative timid girl now
denounced

Dec. 14, 19 44, Pe 1.
Deo. 15, 1944, p. 2.

ey Dec, 11, 1944, pp. 2=3,
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"I don't see how anybody can act as they do. They've
planned & government of their own in here, They think they have
more power than the Spanish Embassy., They say it's faster
and more efficient to join their group and then they'll get the
Japanese government to get them there (to Japan) first. They
say they're sending all the peopke in their orgenization Dback
to Japean and they'll go first.

"A lot of people tell us to join, but we don't. Ve
think they're an insignificent organization. We feel we should
go through the Spanish Embessy.

"Be feel they're having trouble with their organization.
Some people were re mved from the organization and so I think
they're trying to stir up trouble,

"Until now they xemAkx (the Resegregstionists) really
thought they were the only peonle livin§ around Tul€ee o «
So far, I'm glad because we (her family) are not involved."” 1/

Mrs. Goto, another conservative nisei, also came forth

with EES&IS!K eriticism:

"The Sokoku (Young Men's Organization) should be open

to everybody beeause after all we're the same race. .« .
My husbend refused to join."

Mrs. Goto was obviously pleased that her husbend was not
involved, and added:

"I also heard that kikwm® their leaders were being pulled
in. But we don't discuss those things openly. It isn't
healthy." 2/

Mr. Ono, & young men who had previously shied away from
all discussion of the Resegregationists now stated:

"The Sokoku bunch (Young Men's Orgenization) is really
the 1938-37 kibei who left Japan to escape the draft. You
can't deport them to Japan if Japan won t take them. And
Japan doesn't want draft dodgers." 3/

——— - ————

1/ ibid., DBec, 15, 1944, pp. 1, 2.
2/ ibid., p. 2.
3/ 1bid., Dec. 18, 1944, p. 6.
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Persons who kaxhitherto had not hesiated to express
their disapporval of the Resegregation Group now openly
expressedtheir satisfaction that the selfish leaders were
about to be brought to justiced Mr. Abe, who hadbeen beaten
by Kira's gand, stateds

"I've heard that the WRA has called in 18 of the
resegregationists. The people first thought they were arrested
by the FBI. All of them (the residents) are pleased excepting
those who are members of course. They want them to be
taken away. -WR\|was most pleased of alI.*X%}XK ol

WVw C)&AJLA

! "Many of them (the Resegregationists) were sorry after
they signed and found out what was inside. But if they change
their signatures, they're scared., So they can't candel their
signatures,not even if at the same time the don't want to

be one of them." 1/
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Mr, Yamaguchi showed a Very ingeresting and astute
resotion to the investigntion. He had been interned in
Leupp for his activitdes in Gila at the time of military
registration and, profiting by experience, decided that this
was the time to get out of any activity which mgght be

considered cuestionable by the authorities. Conseguently,

he resigned his ug§iti0n as teacher in the Jananese language

school. He explained thi§ on the grounds thet the pupils
who belonged to the Young Men's Organization were insolent,
disresvectfud and too difficult to handle, Later, however,
he confessed that he had anticipated internments and feared

Japanese
th t/school teachers might also be taken. He, like Ofishi
and other informants who were anti-Resegregationist, stéted
that the a2ims of the Resegregationists, making the people in
camn good Japanese, were praisewar thy, but that they went
about it the wrong way, Instead of saying YThe Yes-Yes must
go out," they should try to make egen the Yes-Yes into
"good Japanese", Concerning the Resegregati nist ceremonies,
he said:

"They keep everyone out. I'm Japanese and I'd like to go

and pray on December 8th too. But they keep everything for

themselves." 1/

THE BLOCK 54 FIGHT

On December 15, the hostility which had been brewing
between the Kai-Kuratomi faction and the¥ Rescgregationists
Mr, Miyamoto,
booke out into vidlence./ &n officer of the umEmmhzEk
adult Resegregation Group an an important member of the
inner clique, ¥rx was atacked in Block 54, the hesdquarters of
the Resegregationists by a Mr. Imachi, who had been expelled

1. Dec. 9, 1944, pp. 6-7,
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from the organization and was, incidentally, a very good

friend of Mr. Kuratomik@e, £ The day before the attack
occurred Imachi had sought out Miyamoto in the Bloek 54 latrine
and ssked for the remson for his expulsion, accusing Miyambbo
of having denounced him before the Resegregationist committee.
A gpoup of boys from the Young Men's Organization came up
while the argument was in progress and Imachi,imffixtikexhinxi
mmenkeddy observing t'eir threatening attitude, left the
bloeck hurriedly.

The following day Imachi waited for Miysmoto outside
the Block 54 mess hall., Again Miyambto refused to talk to
him. It wos never determined who struck the first blow, but

the men began to tussel., Mjyamoto picked up & mop leaning
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against the mess hall and Imachi picked un a stick from a
nearby woodpile and the fight was on., The mop stick was broken
in two. As soon as the fight started, a groun of asbout a
dozen of Imachi's friends, led by Kimura, the Judo expert who
had challenged Uchida on November 20, sudienly materislized,
armed themselves with odd sticks and boards from the wood pile
and forded a circle around the two fighting men, This was done
to keep the members of the Young Men's Organization who were
now arriving in large numbers from mobbing Imachi. ;/ Mr,
Miyamoto's wife and son attemnted to ston the fight; Mrs.
Miyagioto was thrown to her knees when she a ttempted to grasp
the stick Imachi was holding; the son ts said to have received
a blow on the side of the head from one of Imachi's friends,
whereupon he ran away. The fight itself did not last more than
a few flinutes and neither of the men was injured seriously.
Before it was over, however, a crowd numbering in the neighbor=-
hood of 400 people, composes of curious block residents and

Resegregationists had asgmebpled. At this point, several-of

the officers of the Young Men's Association who had come

running to the fight, avproached Imachi énd deﬁanded an

explanation, Imachi thereupon made a 25 or 30 minute speech to
the assmebled crowd, in which he denounced the Headers of the
Young Men's Organization as men who were making gangsters of the
youth of Tule Lake, men who were degrading the true spirit of
Japan, The only account of this sveech came from lir. Oishi:

"He (Imachi) said, 'This organization is ma king hoodlums
out of the boys here, a bunch of gangsters, Are you people who
1/ Several informants stated that =mm the Resegregat ionists sént
out an alerm in resnonse to which members of the Young Men's
Organization rushed to the fray in force. This camnot be
verified. It is not improbably, however, since an attack from
the Kai-Kuratomi faction had been anticipated for three weeks,
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INDIVIDUAL OPPOSTION TO THE RESEGREGATION GROUP ww MR K

AND KIRA COME TO GRIPS

During late October and November, koxexnxy ifhankoxiix
ﬂ/,\.l‘f——'\‘ M;(’;i‘l‘\,' o Ry ﬁsﬁmb\-h’ éWr‘-ﬁJW
es

after theﬁtxttxx anxiety dﬁd hbxbdhtx; ntment of the

—

individual opuonents of the Resegregation Group(eziiFedlﬁ
increased, \f'l"aa Individualsp‘ln:pnntnixlh:nthlnhn:ttngnx
interpretadxtiat tkEx@ninkex hnzttngnxnintx\gnttl nikhex

having kept themseclves as well informed as co8sible on the
activities of the Resegregation Group's leaders, were convinced
that the Aritaka-Abe beating and the knifing by Sawada were
engeneered by Kira to silence opposition. Mrs. Yamaguchi

began to be very nervous over the plight of her husband #&ho
was well known for his disappr?val of the pressure group.

00 Ataa
In late October, Mr. \Ble friends began to pick up

Itvet¥mrs \that Kira had determined on a actlon)\ldﬁ-&d
_ Jlam 0L
xxkx-yad the camp into an uproar,. Bt \alleged plan was to
opposers of the Resegregetion ™em
beat up twelvqkpll in one night and simultaneously present

a petition to Mr. Myer, signed by the thousands of nominal

members of the Resegregation Group, asking for the removal &JD
and an informant in his group stated that he
of Mr. Beste 2 If Kira did contemplate this plan,Ahe was

evidentl® relying on the) xnfaynxakbenpnkhieibynwinteknsm k
probability that tkix an incident of this meg nitude would

get newspaper nn 1icity and embarrass the WRA greatly.

Mroh"\r, however. aty\%f by friend:%

EnxnEmamd nxefnzadnznintghbxhs lrmm,n

tnxnxllnt.g:tlmtnzhtngﬂiﬂzl;nungnininiﬁn&nhain bg;gﬁp;.-uuation

1
231.001: this up in notes in Berkley.




139 A

are the fathers and mothers of these peecious boys going to
permit this organizetion to make hoodlums out of your boysi" l/

Y. R. Hankey, Notes, Dec. 1944, p. 26,




D

requested repatriation,

The petition therefore place the residents in edef€ a
difficult position. Some 6500 resolved this by signing,
either because they desired to repatriate or because they
thought that signing could do not harm and nothing might
come of the matter anyway. Zhisxnumiernzizonxtapindagnihs
gexendantexnfnthenshzneex Others signed because it was ExiExx
easier to sign when approached than to refuse and incur the
ire of the mili4sas supporters in their blocks It should be
stressed that the 6500 signatures included the dependents of
the xxixx signees. Others did not xkmx sign, complained
that the pressure group was going too far, but continuedX
to reiterate, "the loyal and Yes-Yes people must get out" bdx
which they almays meant the other fellow. Others did not
sign, saging that xkimze they had already taken fmx all
necessary steps in applying for repatriation or expatriatéen,

coming to Tule Lake as segregees was sufficient proof of

their intent and besides, "we are all Japanese'§ 1> These

individuals also stressed that "the lopl" had to be gotten out

of camp.




|«

The crowd is seid to have received ¥r, Imechi's sreech

respactfully, even though he waes speakine in s block which

Y.
was almost entirely comresed of)\ members,
by ‘1‘ — et

Ocat . AT

If they were opposed to it, T think the man who thrashed
Miyamoto would have been mobbed on the spot. But I heord they
stood and listened to what he hed to say 1like a pood sudience,
+» o He spoke apgda nst that organization, how crazy they were,

eto o" l/

This bold daylight attack created constermti-n in the

ﬂl._. L u_j*.‘-wu/"
ranks of theAmmﬁl—aW. However, they
rulled themselves together weesiddyr, took counse 1, had meet ing,
and deoided to bring down the power of the United States law
upon the gamblers rather than risk the consequences of a
vengeance less acceptible to the administration, Accordingly,
My , Uchide, the dankho, and severa] other high rankine of ficers
Wwere supmoned and probebly on the advice of Yamakhita and !c-/"*/
Vsdiymme , Uchide, Netsuds and Yoamane swore out @ comnlaint
Limara 19

against Imechijand e other men, whom theyccused of standing

L et The anvrditn &) OSensssndl (ory At LG I
about with clubs and threstenine the ¢ Wd°A Unfortune tey for
‘TJA ‘Jw ; JM’\-&
them, none of these Waesu offic rsl\wi%nesseﬁ the aotual fight,
8 fact which was to cause them preat gmbarrassment and anxiet
ot Tl —Fy{a.a,w'{pv, Mwwrl;qmm,\z. Lt r.u.ﬂ.z:..l et

et
}obe, The Japsnese Interna) Seounir ity ref&sed to have anything %

to do with the cose, telling the caucasisn police, "You take this;

it's too hot for us." The Caucasian Police promptly arrested

the 1] sccused men and took them to the Klamath Falls jail,
Immediately after the fight and the arrests, the Resegregation

Group held & special meeting, after which they de juzed the camp

with mimeographed statements which they posted in the latrines and

laundrics., These statements described the affair as\\an unprovoked

attack by gangeters on the ir ,peecef.‘ul organization", wNon-
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Several minor fights or near fights were reported soon
after the beating. Thece were reputed to be instigated by
the" lenmaghinx "long-hairs" as the Kai-Kuratomi-Tsude fsction
came to be called, emboldened by the successful attack. No
serious encounters took place, but it is not improbable that
solitary or outnumbered "shavephezds" were taunted, insulted,
and intimidated. Yamaguchi stated that there had been two
additional fights snd that he had heard a "inxgsh=ix¥ men
say in the fish market; e oyditmcgsingx te e

" & e frt rg soff dmocproiu gy cooeEMGox g amd mEn knEexheamge tmanEme

thewod shene sazd shaninmAenh adnhonpxrairxe s Torews wikad
Bikexhexy

"Well] I'm going over to 54 and I hone to get one of them.'

3ince the sneaker had long hair, Yamaguchi deduced that he

was after a shave-head,l/

l, ibid., Dec. 19, 1944, p. 3.
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Mr. Oishi said that he had heard that many families were
resigning. In block &4, for instance, almost every family

had belonged, Since the fight he had heard that all but

~

Pive or Six of the families in the block had resigned.
#axaided xin tnERonIexrEnenreshgninemhehkex He added that
a group of members in block 256 had pretested very strongly
at the prevailing Resegrggationist policies and had then
been asked to resign. They, and many others who had not
been asked, were now getting out. 1/
The 1lesders of the Resepregation Group who #id not

wish to risk more violence were forced to throw all of their
reliance on getting justice through legal channels., They
assujed an attitude of injured innocence and virtus, plastere.
the meyhEex letrines and laundries with announcements of
the wrong which hed been done them and bombarded the
adm nistration vi th similar staterents., Yamashita, in a
statement he said he was sending to Mr. Noyes, accused the
Kai-Kuratomi factinn of being gangsters, and of planning the
sttack in Reverend Kei's home, where Kai regaled them with
liguor and =wEnXgXY "€ven some money". He accused therxogfx

Kai Kuratoml and Ysuda
}\having "instigated the piblic to bad against" the

Resegreggatinon Group and the Young Men's Orgonigation, ever

31ncé they WEere rehaaSed from the stoc&ade.f He itated that

three of the meh involved in the fight &n Block/ 54 1

1/ R. Hankey, Notes, Dec. 21 1944, p. 25,
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Although Reverend Kai was nominally a member of the adult
Resegregation Gm up, Yamshita explained:

"He doesn't like our organization which was existings.
when he csme out of the stockade. He had intention of
breaking up our organization mkx skingx because the

existence of any organlzation makesfit very inconvenieht for

him to become leader in this camp. "

Yamazh i hanaddadn bk
Kal, continued Yamashita was utilizing the exp ulsion

of members aan opportunity to make a stand against the

Resegregationists, "but in my opinion it couldn't be done
with their simple minds." Still "they are very strong because
they have connectlion with the gamblers and the liquor manu-

facturing joints. Yamashita stated that three of the men
involved in the fight in Block 54 had been expelled from the

Resegregation Group and had "been very nasty about it.. and
made bad remarks." He defended the Resegregationist®s

expulsion policy, stating
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that this was the "natural" and "honorable" xayxmf thing

to do according to "the Japanesc way of thinking". -

® ntlnued:
"Don't you think this case ought to be tried outside
in Alturas? (the County Seat) We don't want it tried by

Mr. Best's judgement. We want 1t maximized instead of
minimized."

Mr. Yamashita's desire that the case be tried in

Alturas and "maximized instead of minimized" was, ot least

in%art, based on the shrewd dediictimn of how much this

publicity would embarrass the WRA. He ended by stating

that if the assallants recelved only 90 days, "the beople

will not be satisfied and there will be blg trouble. "
"There will be bdoodshed," said his wife, "I'm

afraid bombs won't stop them (the Young Men's Organization)

or tanks either." 1/

l. ibid., Dec. 18, 1944, PP 5=6e
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tion and @ th threatened fhat i1f thelr suggestions were not
followed immediately "the; would not be able to hold off
their boys and there would be bloodshed". Mr. Kira 1is
reported to have made this statement to Mr. Best., The
Resegregationists, among whom Yamashlita now mssumed the

leading role, demanded instant justice and heavy sentencese

Kuratom:} and Tsuda, who came forward as Imachl's spokesmen and

defenders, demanded instant release. Mr. Noyes had an
interview with them in which they told him that "the group
behinl them said, 'Uffless those guys are let out and let out
quickly, we won't be responsible for what hap ens.'" They
also let Noyes know by indirect means"that if both princlpals,
Imachl and Miyamoto, got 10 days suspended, everybody will be -
happy". Noyes was unmoved and told them "this will be a trial

on the facts"e. l/
ATTITUDES OF THE PEOPLE

Since this spectacular fight occurred just before the
lifting of the exclusion order and the initiation of the
Army hearings, it was difficult to get as many statements of
attitudes as would have been possible, had not the resldents
been psychologically jarred by the occurrance of RKXMRRYX
inpwxk sevgiglﬁ1nporbunt-B4enbe—&n—napid—aueeocsian By and
large, the ankhsflemmg residents did not take sides enthuslas-
tically in the m tter, although most of the people were gidad
that the Resegregationists had been attacked openlye. The Kail=-

Kuratoml group was not very popular. Still, antd-Resegrega-
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tionhsts were so pleased by the attack that ever\{hough they
did not like the Kai-Kuratomi faction they were careful, when
discussing the matter, not to hint that they thougﬁ:i
they were involved. Many people regarded the incldent as a very
interesting scandal which it was amusing to discuss. FProbably

the most widespread attltude was, "Let the two bunches fight

i
it out if they want to" coupled witheme,desire that the

Resegregationists would come out second beste.

However, as far as publie opinion was o ncerned, the in-
cident did the Resggregationists amﬁilzz!deal 0£¢Eﬁﬁfl¢4 B
thﬁ-h-ie,hthly had a reputation to lose,'wnhich the "gamblers"
did not. Some people who had been lukewarm supporters now
swung definitely away from them Ssmpsmex "super-patriots" .

The most significant of the attltudes obtdained came fraom

Mr. Okamoto, who, &t will be remembered, had at one tlme been

an ardent supporter of the group:




e, f‘ﬁ’7

"Everybody is criticizing the Soku,ji (Resegregationists)
now. This is & good time to jump off Tget out of the organiza=-
tion)., , , Everybody is disgusted with them, I'm not going to
any of their metings. « »

"What they say and speak is opvosite from what they do. «
I believe most of the members are reall¥ disgusted about the
way the organi,ation is running. They the leaders) =xx push
the peonle. . .Their idea is wrong. . They are forcing all
these things (using pressurc).

"Phey stated in the regulstdmns that thelr organization
is not political, but graduslly they stepped into politics.
I don't like it and the people don't like it either, After I
see this incident (the Block 54 fight) I feel it's better to
stay out."

Okamoto reiterated the attitude which the residents
were using with increasing frequency against the pressure of
the Resegr gation Group, steting trat "after all" everyone had
come to Tule Lake with the same object, returning to Japanf 1/

The Yamsguchis were not sympathetic to either facti n, but
being strong anti-Resegregationists were delighted with the
attack on Miysmoto. They remarked that Miyamoto was very
unpopular in his bloek and that "a lady" had told them, "Very
few peonle have pity on ¥k him," Mr. Yamaguchi took a

humorous view of the situation, stating thet ktixamx at any

rate it was easy to recognize the adherants of either faction -

the "gamblers" wore long hair and the Young Men's Organization

had their heads shaved., 2/

1/ ivid., Dec., 19, 1944, pp. 1, e
&, Y8i8.s Do de
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(The above statemgﬂt is wishful thinking

'
Resegregationists impledietely spread the news that
4

[y

rd - .

had been atteoked Ay the Kei-Xuratoni "cangsters',
anti-Resegrecatfonists hesitated to a2dmit even to/the

' 4

F
writer that they knew that the Xai Kuratomi fac ion was
involved in/the beating., BEven Mr. K. who usu 11y gets
accurete Anformation stated that he had hean
men arpested, particularly Kimura, had
the fight,)

Mrs. Yamaguchi continued:

"George (her husband) says it wag/ Kai's geng because
the Dokoku put out & notice some time/ s that something
/will hanren and Kai was the one whe DC the notice to the
police. The @oloniasl police said i¥ was olitical issue
and they wouldn't heddle it, '

Mr. Yamaguchi took & humoronsd
gtating that it was

of either faction - the gamble W Long: and the

Hokoku had their heads ohavef/oi'f. y :

v ——- 7

——
] [ X ] N N
Mr, ®,4 having long been a stalwart opponent of the

Resegregation Group was del.ighted fficult situation
ound themselves. He thoroughly en joyed

the loss of face and discomfiture of the e lcoders, e

Pt iy =TI Tt tmrrere—fr T U T rE t ot had

dobhing-to-gdo=widli.the Destilng e derey—ne-wre-nisinformed .

He interpreted the fact that the attack was made by an
expelled member oR XXy &8 & sign of internal trouble anong
the members of the orgenizetion. This wes not actually
true, however, since Imachi hed been a J Kuratogi's
long before he joined the Hoshi-dan, Aaiﬁlbl ated

--———-—------——----l---.-o—-——--u--c—-—--—--o—-———.----———-.-—---

1/ ibid., Dec. 19, 1944, p. 3.




more troubld.

"Thig is nothing but an internal explosion, . . I
think there will be more trouble. This is the beginning of
the disintegration of the orgenization. If the dnmiExs

smEn i e drenw nm wn amd nkh xown xbahimin wersx  (Resegre gntionist)
leaders are picked up now and thrown behind bars, the camp

will aquiet down, If not - the fire has started. , o

"I think the peopnle arc now disgusted to some extent and
are gl-d to see things of that nature (like the beating)
happer, If they were opposed to it, I think the men who
thrashed Miyamoto would have been mobbed on the very spot.

But I heard they stood and listened to what he had to say
like a good audience."

Since Mr, Oishi believed & this time that the men who
had been arrested were quite innocent, he was of the opinion
that they should be releascd immediately by the authorities,l/
THE TRIAL

The trial lasted three days and was marked by extreme
formality on the part of the administration and by considerable
per jury on the part of the witnesses., To begin wi th, Mr.
Noyves determined that it would be conducted with full ceremony
and that every court procedure would be observed. This he did
to igpress both factions with the solemnity of the oocasion and
leave no opening for criticism from either plaintiffs or
de fendants, Mr. Gunderson, Assistant Project Director,
presided as judge and two interpreters were present. X On a
table beside the judge's desk whsbxbzxmsx lay four exhibits
furnished by the Young Men's Orgeanization, These were a
seection of a large mop with the rag attackgg%/three pieces of
wood, one long and flat, one short two-by8fourf and one very
long two-by-two with a large h@il protruding from the end.

To the right of the judge, seated in a body, were the 1l

defendants, all of whom appeared to be in high spirits andVas

1/ ibid., Dec. 16, 1944, pp. 1, 2. PN
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if they were enjoying the occasion, They were charged with
Assault, Agsault and Battery, Aggravated Assault and Battery,
Disorder ly Conduct and Disturbance of the Peace. They were to
have been moenzadmmf charged with Riot by Noyes decided against
this since the word"riot"might leak to the newspapers and
give rise to smmhmxn¥mink® stories of another "riot" at
Tule Lake. Most of the defendants were between the ages of
20 and 30, Beside them sat their advisors, Mr. Kuratomni and
Mr. Teuda, who assumed the tole of counsels for the defence.
Most of the remaining seats in the room were occupied by the
representatives of the Young Men's Association and the
Resegregati n Group and their witnes-es. They presented a
marked contrast to the defendants hoth in appearance and
behmvior, 2henyoxngnmennwicth xbreinxnemigxainxadnkaxds
faEurnsd Gad @ meEnsniiyn e gn rax et chehen eot 8 on xhihs n oo onshE x¥x
The young men, many of whom had apparantly had their heads
reok newly shaved for this occasion, wearing their grey
Hokoxu uniform, sweat shirts bearing the emblem of the rising
sun, sat in dignified and oppressive silence and glared
balefully at the light-hearted defendants, Mr, Yamashita
occupied & prominent place near the front of the room; Mr.
Kato arrived to take notes of the proceedings., The dozen or
80 witnesses for the defense sat together in a groun and kept
themselves apart from the Resegregationists, Tensiom in
the room was very gr:at; the defendants reacted to it by
n:tting on an exaggerated appearance of indifference and confi-
dence and the Resegregationists by assuming an unemotiomal
mask.

The first day of the trial went very badly for the

Resegregationists, Their chief witness, the danchoUchida,
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wihamies &mEmwemEmamtn K menmmt xiat who, with several other
officers of the Young Men's Organization had sworn out the
comnlaint, was questioned by Kuratomi end Tsuda who forced
him to admit that although he had signed the complaint and
nemed the accused, he had not been present at the fight
and in acutality had witnessed nothing, Uchida became so
frightened and upset that he broke down, trembkéd, and could
scarcely spesk,

The second day of the trial began more auspiciously for

the Resegregationists. Mr. Miyamoto took the stand ,mmdxix

He testified thaet he had not struek Mr. Imachi at any time or
l\'\_) A A Al "/\1 {4. ol Al Qs oY | 'v\w-’r 1
even threatened to strike him. A He identified Kimura, the

power ful Jjudo man as one of those who had surrounded Imaehi
during the fight and carried a stick. After Miyamoto's wife
and son had testified that they had been thrown 8own and
struck respectively, ten additional witnesses were called by
the defense, Most of them were members of the Young Men's
‘Organization with elipped heads and wearing their sweat
gshirts. All in all, they did little to aid Mr. Miyamoto's
cese, They anpeared afraid to comnmit themselves to anything,
were very nervous and frequently hed "looked away" when they
could have scem something damenging to Miyamoto's case or
had heard "loud words" uttered by Imachi whieh they could
not remember. The following is a tmpical aample of the
testimony:

Noyes: What happened to the mon?

Sasski: It was laying on the ground.

Noyes: Was it broken?

Sasaki: I couldn't see,

Noyes: VWhat did you do if enything?
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Sasaki: I didn't do nothing. 1/

The next witness for t ieprosecution admitted that he
had seen Mr ., Miysmoto pick up the mop to defend himsel?f,
which was deamaging to Miyambée sincexiedimi Miyamoto had
previously testified that he had not even seen the mop.

When Mr. Hayashi, an officer of the Young Men's Orgenization

was oalled?liz/testified that he misexhsd not heard what

Imachi said "in a loud voice"., The reason why no one heard this
was by now becoming clear. The witnesses did not wish to

repeat ¥k Imechi's statements denouncing the Young Men's
Organization.

Imachi, the chief defendant, then took the stend and the
atmosnhere of the trisl changed completely., Imstead of the
timorous hesitance of the Resegregationist wi tnesses, he adopnted
a loquacious frankness . Describing the fight, he stated that
Migamoto haed swung at him, whereupon he (Imachi) had given him
a jab on the jaw, Miyamoto then picked up the mop and hit
Imachik bresking the mop. Imachi then took the mop away from
Miyamoto and hit him on the head with it.

The stelwart Mr. Ki{mura now took the stand in his defense,
He admitted going to Block 54 to look out for Imachi and
admitted picking up a stiek to make his defense fliore formidable.
When asked ifxhenk which stick, he picked up the long two-
by-two with the protruding nail. When acked if he had held the
stick by the end with the nail or by the other end, he
rephied: "At first I held it by the neil end, but afterwardl
held it by the other end because it was more protection.” 2/

T — T ————— -

1. ibid., Dee. 20, 1944, p. 14
£, ibid., P. 28,
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At this point the courtmoom explodéd into laughter whiech
was suppressed with difficulty. The pembers of the Young

Men's Orgenization, howevey, managed to keep impassive faces

and glaqféd their disapnrovael. Mr. Noyes stated later khat

had not Kimura enjoyed himself so thoroughly, recounting with
gusto how he had practically stood off 100 to 150 of the
"baldGheads" as he called them, by tre simple expedient of
picking up & large stick with a nail in it, he might Maxx
EnthE il o ithn e oxeentennEmEhREXE 1ot Eyew have received the

suspended sentence which he was eventually given.

When the other defendants were called all proved to have
ingeneous reasons for their appeameance in Block 54, It was
obvious that they had been doing some constructive thinking
during their copfinement in the Klamath Falls jail., Four of
the defendants who roomed together stated that they had gone
as a group to congratulate another of the defendants, Mr.
Shitanishi, on the birth of his babylhis fifth child). All
denied having picked up elubs and 2ll invariably mentioned
that they had heard Mrs., Miyamoto ghwexhk= ca'l out to the
young men to give the emergency bugle call. This was done to
impress upon the administration the fact that the Young Men's
Group had such & call and could rally their membersxstxaxy
for action at any time of the day or night, Some of the
defendants adnitted that they hed felt obligated to see that
a bigger fight did not start, but none sdmitted threatening
or striking anyone.

Before calline any witnesses for the defense Knratomi
remarked that meny witnesses had refused to come for fear of

retaliation., The statement caused My, Gunderson, the jddge,




to ask sharply:

"What do you mean by rete liation? Is a person afraid

to get up in the witness stand for fear of what might happen?"”

Kurstomi replied ambiguously, whereupon both Noyes and
Gund erson asked if *# the witnesses were afraid of individuals
or groups or if they ¥xtw were afriad of x "ocetting between
two groups”". Kgratomi refused to elaborate, He was, of
course, referring to the residents' reluctance to testify
against
xm&/the powerful and feared Resegregation Group.

The witnesses for the defense gave, on the whole, muech
better testimony than the witnesses for the plaintiffs,
One woman who said she "did rnot bkkong to either side" gave
a clear acowunt of how Mr. Mjyamoto and some seven or eight
boys from the Young Men's Organigation had threatened TImachi
kbfbrbxbbxx? the day before the fight., Another stated that
he had secn Miyamoto hit Imachi with the mop after which
"a lot of sheaved-heads" bore down on Imachi:

"They (the shaved-heads) said, 'Let's get in the fight,'
Then they saw Mr. Kimura, He looked so tough, they didn't.
« « If they hedn't seem Mr. Kimure I'm sure therc would have
been a great big trouble. I saw one big man, & shaved-head,
with a stick., He saw Mr, Kimura and he threw away his
stioky o o &

Mr. Miyamoto was then recalled, Since he had previo sly

testified that he had not seen a mop and since several witnesses

had testified that they saw him hit Imachi with the mop, he

was in a difficult position. He attempted to extricate him-
self by stating that he had not been able to see anything
because Imachi knocked his glas-es off, This made matters
worse because he had previously testified that he had gone
over to the wood-pile to npick up his glasses. Ur. Gunderson

ibid., Dec. 21, 1944, pp. 17, 18.
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immedis tely asked him:

"You are to have me understand that you could walk back
and find your glasses and yet couldn't sce a mn the size of
Mr. Imechi ar an object the size of a mop?"

This brought loud laught er from the spectators and the
defendants and produced great dismsy among the Resegregationists .
Uchida was then recalled by Gunderson and asked if this fight
had been a matter of friction between two groum. TO every
question he renlied that he did not know or that he did not
understand the ouestion.

At the close of thek trisl Mr. Gunderson stated that the

verdict would be announced in ten days. Pending the verdict,

the defendants were eeleased in the colony. 1/ Gunderson then

made a sneech in which the most significan txskakeomi s
statements were that he was convinced "that this seems to
embody more than a disagreement between two peonle” and that
"deming the hearing there has been some per jury". He also

warned that those who had testified might be arrested for

per jury. 2/
From the expressions of the Resegreg tionists it was obviousj
that they were most displeaded with this outcome.

1. Imachi was eventually sentenced to 90 days with 60 dgys
sgspended. The remaining days carried the alternative of a &0
doller fine, This was reduced because of the time he had already
spent in jail and his friends paid 16 dollars, ZXimura and
another defendent were given short suspended sentences. BY

the time these sentences were announced the cam was so distnwrbed
by the opening of the Pacific Coast, the internments of the

le nding Resegregationists and the renunciation of citizenship,
that the verdict received little attention.

2., ibid., Dec, 21, 1944, p. <4.
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Since the chief concern of the administration was t®o
avert a serious clash between the two groups, a e¢onference with
the leaders of both factions was held immediately after the
trial and it was emphasized that &kx= both grouns of leaders
would be held® responsible for any eventuality. At this
conference Yamashita stated that he wes not the head of the
Resegregation Group but was merely a member and EKuratomi
and Tsude made elocuent speeches to the effect that they had

been camnaigning for peace in camp ever since they were

released from the stockade. 1/
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Reactions of the Resegregation Group

The Resegreg-tionists were convinced that a gross injus-
tice had been done them, They took the attitude that they had
pinned their hooes on the lew of the United States and that they

had been betrayed. Coupled with the anger, however, was the

fear that they might be prosecuted for perjuby. Eﬁﬁﬁcially

the young men who had sworn out the camplaint tough they had

not witnessed the fight, were concerned about this,

Reverend Kai's life was threatened a few days after the
trial and he was spnirited to some unknown place in the colony
and guarded by friendes, He ¥efused the protection of the
Internal Security.

Mrs, Matsuda poured out a torrent of wild ac.usations
against the Kai-Kuratomi faction and against the admihinstration,
She tmiAxhwm described how Mr. Sandborn, of the Internal
Security hRd driven around Block 54 with the released "gamblers"”
in his cer "and they were all leughing asnd giggling". She
stated trat the three clubs used as exhibits had come from
Reverend Kai's house, that Reverend Kai's father and mother
"had rcnounced him on the day of the ftrial"and that the Kai-
Karatami faction was just playing into the hands of the
administration, which was using them "purosefully. . to
disorgeni ze the Genter ". She stated that it was whyhmss ek
obvious that the administretion and the defendants were working
mnd in hand and that Mr, ¥ekmyaw Xira had said, 'This ttrisl is
a flop.'

She tald how Sugimoto, an emissary from Kuratomi, had come
to visit her husband and suggested that they pateh up the
difference., "I said, 'We're happy &s we are and we don't want

to have gangsters in our social life.'" Sugimoto then tsunted
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her¢ with the possibility that her brother,Tokyo Yamane, one
of the officers of the Young Men's Organization who had signed
the compladnt, might be arrested for per jury. She told how

she had reproached Tokyo for signing and he had renlied,

"Mr. Yamashita knows I didn't want to sigm." Her Bushand
GrAsaR Jrl~
had also signed and was in danger ofjperJyury. 1/

"I'm sure we're going to send a létter to all the
different deparments(of the government) telling them how
unfair this all was,"

She aiso remarkg&d thet the members of the Young Men's
4sssociation "are really md" and that they were having a
23-2,4%5 difficult time retraining them from violence. g/

Other members of the Resegregation Group also insisted
thet themanwas the trial was an example of connivance wetween
the Eet-Kuratomi faction and the administration. 3/

However, th&s humiliation and the talx of violence was
silenced less than a week after the trial when all of the
officers of both Resegregatinnist Organizations were interned
by t'e Department of Justice and taken to Santa Pe. 4/Because
of this blow and the resultant activities it stimudated, the
issue of the trial was virdually forgotten,

ATTITUDE OF THE RESIDENTS

The release of the defendants caused little commentg, al-
though some people expressed satisfaction over tie fact that
they hed been released. The verdict was given no publicity and

l, Mr. Noyes stated that Yamashita had urged the reluctent boys
to sign the comnladht.

2. R. Hankey, Notes, Dec. 23, 1944, pp. 2, 4-b.

3. ibid,.,Dec., 28, 1944, p, 1.

4, Decribed in detail infra.




few informantd seemed very interested in it, As has been
explained before, the people were occupied with other

matters by this time. Mr. Kuratomi commented briefly on

the incident stating that this kind of trouble wuld never have
arisen in camp if Mr., Best had released him and his group in

April 1944, "I @don't think if he'd done that these men

(Resegregationists) could have gotten control like this." 1/

1, ibid., Dec. 26, 1944, p. 2.




Chapter 8
pake 2: Was there any connection between the hunger strike of the stookade

internees anéd the organization of the Sokoku?

page 4: Why i it necessary to erect a defense against being condidered "lgyal"

to Ameridd

page 4, lines 6 -8: ". . . oomingwithin the reach of the possibility of

forced reentry into Ameriocan life, which for most of the young men who

joinged the organization meant Seleotive Service."™ The eligibility for re-

location is established by the WRA. It is difficult to believe, as the statement
infere, that the joining in such a movement would further remove them from the
possibility of forced relocation. Rather, a new set of value j:ifements ﬁf}ig\@o{co
been set up at Tule Eake, which values things Japanese and dogradeAthings Amer- W7/‘H
ican4 The pattern to cherish the Japanese way of life became a part of the

mores .

page 4: Were T,chibana, Wakayama, and opherolder Resegepecationists oconnected

with the Sokoku? If so, their role should be mentioned here.

page 4, the bbbbem paragraph: "the subseguent wave o violefice culminating
with the Hitomi murder" The beatings subsequent to the murder - - by Miyoshi,

Harry Hiashimoto, Tiger Terao, and Makihara --- have any political implications?

page 6, the top: Myer's letter and its discrepancies in its Japmese trans-

lation should be noted. Because of the context of the Japanese trenslation,

the first wwo sentences in the second paragraph must be revised. A

page 6: '"behave like 'true Japanese'"™ What does it means What motivates it?

What value do they derive from it?

page 9 "that the WRA both here and in Washiggton is considering the serious-

ness of the petition." This section will be strengthened by the inclusion

of the Myer's statement in the earlier part.




S
page 9, lines 3 - T: The fact that the Smminent opening of the Coast and
closing of the relocation oenters were widely rmmored should be mentioned

earlier.

page 11, line 9: The Newell Star on September 28 announced that the petition
had had no official sanction. It also gl carried the order by Thomas that
eirculation of written matter must be approved by the administration in advance.
On Ootober 5, trhough the Newell Star, Black amnounced that the petition had

not been approved by the Administration.

pert
page 11, the last paragraph: It should read: "Since the first week of September,

about two weeks prior to the oiroulation of the unauthorized petitiom . . .

page 12, line 5: "that only those loyal to Japan would come under Justic super-

vision and would be allowed to remain in Tule Lake."

pge 13, the third paragraph: Were other young pepple other than members of

the Sokoku ankyu obsessed with the renunciationdesire?

-y

page 13, lines 3 - Gf It seems to me that they wanted to rationalize their

desire to escape forpeed relocation and induction by saying that they were

"true Japanese".

page 13, the last line: Director Best declared a holiday on Nov. 3. This

, would give an impression to residents that the WRA approved Japanese activities.

page 19, the end of the first paragraph: Kira's group are not members of our
group. This statement must be clarified, because Kira and his group havé been
degserived in the previous pages that they were active members. This is an

indiaction of asplit among the Resegregation Group.

page 20: Sawada knifing: This should be treated as an indication of increased

arrogance, He seemed to have been overly influenced by the fear &he Regegregation-
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ists exerted over the residents. This is also indicative of the camp conditionm,

where the strong arm method was most effective.

page 20, the third paragraph: A lead up describing the fear should be given
to emphasize the effect of the plan to beat up twelve inu. (defined now as

opponents of the Resegregationists. Therefore, they were knocent people.)

page 22. Mention should be made to the effect that the Kai-Kuratomi memberx

were viotims of vicious rumors fefaming their characters. Culminating this,

many members of the REdefred¥1dris¥/dx¥ddy Hokoku, who had been suspected of

too closely associated with the Kai-Ruratomi faoction, were expelled

page 23: There is a reason to believe that the Hokoku misjudged the strength

of the opposition when they expedled some of the members. When they saw the
unexpected strength and challenging attitude of the opposition, they became

apprehensive.

page 24: It seems that the opposition gained confidence against the Hokoku,
because they had been called before Burling and discredited before the oom-

munity as exteemists, who might be punished by the Department of Justice.

page 25:" The trial itself was marked by exteeme hesitanoy on the part of
witnesses to make statements that might incirminate members the Hokoku" is
not justified. Although some witnesses refused to appear, as Kuratomi explained,

there were other witnesses incriminating the Hokoku.

pze 29: How about people who, although had answered *'Yes - Yes', refused %o

be removed to other centers?




RH COMVENTS ON CHAPTER VIII " FRESSURE"

line 2 - note omitted - note is on p. 2, Some reference might be
made to the fact that suocoseding meetings were held on
the eighth of the month - anniversary of Pearl Harbor,

line 4 - note is on page 2,

lines 5-6 "foroe" Somw addit ional phrase should come heres clar ifying
the foct thet Yamashita and Kira wou'ld use to organized
body of young men as the intrument of this "foroe "

Pe 5 = line 2 - "they" wou1d be clesrer if vou said "the Resegracation leaderg"
or "the Resezregation Committee™ which body mctually did
address the Ystter to Mysr.

lines 6-7 from bottom - This sentence is somewhat mislending here,
More sdourately would be "The administration did mnot
forma1ly announce this decision to the colonists as a
whole, but the information seeped out and the rumor
frodually died down,"

P. 6A - 1ine 3 "letter" would be clesrer if you said, "Mr, Myer's reply
to their letter of July "

P. 10 - lines 4-5 from bottom, There might be a "note 2" after "April" as
follows: "Yamashita wes probshly referring to the
activities of the grouc which sponsored the Akmshi petition,
the first Resegregation petition. A considerable numberd of
the members of this group, howsver, had been working
underground since December 1948 to effect the release of
the Padhynxgkx Negotinting Committee Prom the stockade, the
attemptt o keep the status Qo issue alive and to disoredit
the Coordinating Committee." reference supra to ohapter I B,

P-11-A lines 1-5 - This is confusing.

In the first p'ace the stotement thot the residents showed
dislike or hosti'ity "in the face of the stern offieial
announcement™ (p. 11) last 1ine) is not @ ite acournte.

I collected mary attitudes before the announcement came out
and all critioised the petition even men 1i*e Okamoto who
were still sincere members of the Sokelu Kenkyu,

However, after Black's stagement ofime out or iticism of

the pamphlet beoame even strongsr and contained the
additioral denunciatisn thet it "was not authorized "

1lins 3 - "former" woud bes more clear if you named them "the Re-
Segregationists".

lines 3-6 - I suggest you say "threatening those who voiced
opposition, initiating a series of beatings of the more
outspoken oritios of the petition and adopting even more
net iomlistio activitieg ”

lines 3-5 from bottom - it was xdtxxxlx widely be lieved by the
personnel as my noteg show,

Pe 13- 1line 15 - Use of Hoshi for Resegregation Group will not be olear he ra,
It wouTd perhaps be better if vou stressed on p, 12-1ine 14




RH. COMMENTS ON CHAPTER VIII "PRESSURE"

Pe 2A - 1ine 2 - reference to thisz dote .shonld be made




2% RH comrents on Ch, VIII

that hereafder you wily refer to the adult Resegregation Group as the
Hoghi-dan, which is what it #as simost aWways on1led by the residents and
the administration from about Dec. 4 on,

Il = n
13 - 1ast 1ine- use"whotgoever" instead of "howmever,

16-B 1ine 2fyrom bottom - "Young men" Thig sh-uld wore acourately be "men"
since, sccordihg to Abe and Oishi, Sawada who was 50 yesrs o014
participated in the beating,

Pe 17/- note ¥ - Thigs¥einacoprate., géf‘{r" t sefitence sholld bes "Sgdoho -
/ nosIye 1gA npd ty af universal/reTigton-emchasizine the Dower
- OF hod1¥hg Dy folth, oo
Iwdsg
linel -4Adimms mdrkmx ndmWmgninocourate here,  DetmstEx mobxdn by o frox kb
Abe told me later he made the speech several weeks hefore
the beating. i

19 =" note 1 - Sorry but the proverdb should be hare,

\

E&xmﬁmxmﬂmﬂmnbbomdkembhdmxmmwamtmtmxm:mkmitnvunx
Arxemx 3K -

19-A = line 12 - shou’'d be Japanese [anguage School teacher{ of Ward V1iI,
otherwise we pget the idea that all of the JI® tsachers in
the center got mad at Tsuhae In actuality - only the
Word VIIY teoschers becams angry.

line 2 Brom botton- would be olearer if said, ™by another assamit by
one of the leaders,"

line 4 - "beosuss of fear of Kira and his gang".

lines 10 =12 - But the odium with which they kad @pnrticular 1y Tsuda)
had eerlisr been regarded by the residents and the rumors that
they were inu, died down,

26 - Underlying oause was Jjealousy over control of the CRAMpP .

y however,
= line 4- should be "By initisting this sotion/the 1enders of the
Resegregetion Group hed underdstimated, . , .
KixmoAtom md ofX doe kot Pr o my ;oo b mee X ko B0 0% 1 ol ol o mnmontod o ety Kt ko ki 2
cwem ofio 1 dow md mbyon ome tes mofle ok dndds nd roman

€4~ lines ppx 406 Tholp &% ot rbi kit Aex pymx bxXomgx " 160t no doubt" ig = 1itt e

too strong. His questions, rother, imoressed them withthe fact
that they might be interned,
<4- B -7 from bottom - The friends &4d not acte 1y perticipate in sny
violence but merely protected Tmachi so that he would not
be mobbed by mmmbers of the Hokoku.

£5 -mlnst paregrerh, Not scournte- witnesses for the defense did make
stetements ineriminet ing ¥od i hex Resepgrepgntimists, In truth,
bgtt witnesses for the pldintiffsend defendants perjured themse lves
¥R id 2 fewof the
defendants

.
act : 2
¥ wWitnesges




RH on chapter VIII

ngulting to'the Resegregationists,

1 - resl'y the attack and its boldness wa
the crestige of the Resegr

g8

mosk potent in weaskenhg




