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nt  of  Resegr egat i on Gr oup Po l i c y af t er  P et i t i on 

l ng c i r c u l at ed t hei r  pet i t i o n and obt ai ned t he v er i f i c a-

t i on of  t he s i gnat ur es of  per sons who had s i gned i n Mar ch and Apr i l  

and t he '"s l gnat ur es of  an unknown number  of  .per sons who had not  

s i gned bef o r e, t he Resegr egat i on Gr oup l eader s wer e now r eady t o 

pr oceed wi t h t he el abor at e pl ans whi c h t hey had been devel opi ng 

f o r  many mont hs . These pl ans wer e: (1) The f or mal  o r gani zat i on of  f  

t he adul t  suppor t er s of  t he Resegr egat i on Gr oup, i . e . , t hose peopl e 

who had s i gned t he r ec ent l y c i r c u l at ed Sept ember  pet i t i o n or  ver i -

f i ed t hei r  s i gnat ur es on t he Mar ch pet i t i o n . T h i s gr oup was now 

f or med i nt o a dues- payi ng body whi ch adopt ed t he name of  Soku.1l  

Kl koku Hos hl - dan. 1 Si nce t he r eader  may be conf used by t he 

changi ng names of  t h i s o r gani zat i o n, i t  wi l l  cont i nue t o be 

c al l ed t he Resegr egat i on Gr oup. T h i s gr oup now el ec t ed o f f i c er s , 

hel d f or mal  meet i ngs (whi ch had not  been done bef o r e) and sub-

s c r i bed t o a mont hl y mi meogr aphed magazi ne br ought  out  by t he 

o r gani zat i on and c al l ed t he Hokoku. The member s pai d 25 cent s 

a mont h f or  t hi s magazi ne f f  ( 2) f he pr et ense of  non- connect i on 

l  " ^^Wt w e e n t hV Young Men's Or gani zat i on (Sokoku Kenkyi r f  whi c h t ad 
 ̂ j  J  / / / 

been f ounded on August  8, and t h i s now f or mal l y o r gani zed M u l t  
/ / / L 

gr oup o / Res egr egat i o n i s t s , was «m* abandoned. / T h e adul t /Res egr e-
1 / / / 

gat i on/Gr oup n w t ook .over  t he bl oc k 54 o f f i c  ̂ whi ch t he/ Young 

Men 's / o r gan i zat i o n had obt ai ned by admi ni s t r at i ve per mi ss i on and 

feks b̂odi es used 1/ s i mu l t an eo u s l y . An o f / i c e s t a f f  / as mai nt ai ned 

and t he magazi ne was mi meogr aphed t h e r e / ( 3 ) Wi t h t̂ he now open 

1. "Or gani zat i o n t o r et ur n t o t he homel and i mmedi at el y t o s er v e. " 
2*. "P at r i o t i s m. " 



I N S I T I  ON ON PAGE 75 

A mont h af t er  t he c i r c ul at  i nn of  t he pet i t i o n , Mr . Ki r  a 

pr oposed a communal  r et ur n o f  t he H esegr egat i  on Gxo up t o 

J apan a s a met hod "by vtfi ich t he member s woul d be abl e t o 

compet e suc c ess f ul l y wi t h t he d i f f i c u l t  economi c pr ospect s 

t hat  count r y . 



75. 

Meet i ngs of  a pr osel y t i ng nat ur e wer e al so hel d i n OULSX 

I  dJ C 
i ut i i n var i ous mesahal l sA J &eader s l i k e Yamashi t a and K i r a 

pur por t ed 

spoke9 i mpr ess i ng t he i s s ei  wi t h t hei r / i n f l uenc e i n J apan 

and t he spl endi d t hi ngs t he Resegr egat i on Gr oup i nt ended t o 

do f o r  per sons f or t unat e enough t o become member s ;� The 

member s of  t he gr oup an âgn»dx±nn*nx began t o engage i n 

gr oup cer emoni es f i f  an exc eedi nl y nat i o nal i s t i c char act er ,, 

mjtxx ofi« whi i i&h y/mj â mont hl y cer emony 

ReMBn hel d on t he ei ght h of  each mnnt h i n emul at i on of  

t he mont hl y cer emoni es hel d i n J apan on t he anni ver sar y 

of  Pear l  Har bor . For  t hese occas i ons al l  t he ar dent  member s 

r ose a * bef or e s i x and knel t  i n pr ayer  f o r  v i c t or y f o r  J apan* 

An i nc r eas i ng r egi ment at i on was appar ent  i n a l l  of  t he gr oups 

ac t i v i t i es , a r egi ment at i on whi ch was t o have s i gni f i car t  n 

r es ul t s i n t he ear l y mont hs of  1945 when t he ĝr ouf c .Pmnmt o 

TrrTTrtJ lMi i  pnr j ui  a ^^ î i r t a i f e )̂ The pr et ense 

of  non- connect i on bet ween t he Young Men's Or gani zat i on, 

(Sokoku Kenkyu) whi ch had been f ounded on August  8 and t h i s now 

f or mal l y or gani zed adul t  grCT&p of  Re segr egat i on! st s ŵa a aban-

doned. The adul t  Re segr egat i on Gr oup t ook over  t he bl ock 54 

o f f i c e whi ch t he Young Men's Or gani zat i on had obt ai ned by 

admi ni s t r at i ve per mi ss i on and bot h bodi es used i t  s i mul t aneous l y . 

An o f f i c e s t af f  of  sec r et ar i es and t ypi s t s was mai nt ai ned and 

t he G r̂ o u p ' s magazi ne, t he Hokoku (Pat r i o t i sm) was mi meogr aphed 

t her e; Mi khxt aK 5) Wi t h t he now open ass i s t ance and advi ce o 

t b . adul t  Resegr egat i on Gr oup, t he Young Men's Or gani zat i on 

enl ar ged I t s pr ogr am of  ac t i v i t i es enor mous l y , 

i at r at i o n was gi ven t o under s t and t hat  t hese ac t i v i t i es 

. . . c ul t ur al  and at h l et i c . I n ac t ual i t y , 
Wer e t o he s o c i a l , c ul t ur al  t o t h e 

t he ai m � v u m m * * * * * ! * � A ° * e n l y 6 X P r 6 S 

� H i  B B S S 
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r es i dent s was t hat  t he young men wer e"pr epar i ng t hemsel ves 

ment al l y and phys i c al l y t o ser ve J apan"» 

V 
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i ssl st j ance and advi ce of  t he adul /fc Resegr egat I on Gr oup, t i i e Young 

Men 1/ Or gan i zat  l oj / enl ar ged l t s r̂ o gr am of  ac /̂ v i t i es enor awus l y . 

ie Ac Vi v i  The admi ni s t r at i on was gi ven i f  o under st and t f t at  t hese t i es 

woul d be s o c i a l , c ul t ur al  a?hd at h l et i c . Ifi  ac t ual i t  

beg p̂ t o Sponsor  meet i ngs Owher e l ec t ur es of  ext r eme J apanese 

"nat i o na l i s t i c char act er  wer e del i v er ed. The at hl et i c ac t i v i t i es 

wer e el abor at el y or gani zed and cons i s t ed of  mi l i t ar i s t i c mor ni ng 

exer c i s es , dr i l l s and goose- st ep mar chi ng. A bugl e cor ps was 

or gani zed t o as s i s t  i n t hese ac t i v i t i es and i n ot her  cer emoni es . 

A J udo depar t ment  was al so o r gan i zed. : Of  cour se, t h£ or gani zat i on 

of  t hese ac t i v i t i es t ook t i me and t j f ey di d not  a l l / bu r s t / f o r t h 

af t er  t ha/Sept  ember  pet i t i o n . TJarey devel oped gp4du&i yy and di d 

not  r e ĉ h t hei r  hei ght  unt i l  November , 1 9 4 4 (̂ 4 ) The Re segr egat i on 

a Gr oup al so pr oceeded t o expel l  member s "who ac êd Un- J apanese," 

po l i c y w>ftch was announced7 i n t he Sept ember  p e t i t i o n ; / 5 ) The use 

of  pr essur e, t hr eat s a n / v i o l ence t o s t op/t he mout hs /6f  t hose who 

c r i t i c i zed t he pet i t %6n and t he or gani zat i on bec ame'f ar  mor e 

pr  on'ouncesU � 

Yamashi r t a expr essed some of  t he ai ms of  t h |  Young Men's 

Or gani zat i on! i n an o r al  s t at ement : 

keep t hei r  mi nds 
They can pr epar e 

"The younger  gener at i on can st udy anc 
on what l our  count r ymen i n J apan ar e do i ng, 
t hemsel ves phys i cal l y and dent al l y so t hat i  t hey can be 
u t i l i z ed (by J apan) i f  t he \̂ go on t he exchange boat  

I n hi s or al  s t at ement s , Mr . pamashi t a was i u i t e f r ank about  

t he psychol ogi cal  ef f ec t  t he l eadl r s hoped t o g i i n by encour agi ng 

t he young men\ i n t hei r  ascet i c ac t i v i t i es , r i s i i g ear l y and 
\  

par t i c i pat i ng i n st r enuous exer c i s es : 

" I f  we wer e t r ai ni ng i n open day l i ght , i t  wi l l  not  i mpr ess 

I  



These ac t i v i t i es "became mor e and morey\ a«wrtHbc i n nat ur e. 

The co l d shower s and t he exer c i s i ng i n t he i nc r eas i ngl y 

col d wi nt er  mor ni ngs wer e i ndul ged i n w 1 t ft n̂i rh 1,1»ft4 Anmhot i i c 

f o r t i t ude. Lat e i n November  t he young men began t o shave 

t hei r  heads and adopt  t he J apanese bozu hai r c ut » Of  cour se, 

t he o r gani zat i on of  t hese ac t i v i t i es t ook t i me and t hey di d 

not  a l l  bur s t  f o r t h af t er  t he Sept ember  pet i t i o n . They 

devel oped gr adual l y and dl J l not  r each t hei r  hei ght  unt i l  (L aXj *. 

November * 
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Concur r ent l y wi t h t hese I nc r eas i ngl y nat i onal i s t i c 

ac t i v i t i es came an ever  gr owi ng obsess i on wi t h t he 

denunc i a t i o n of  Sl t i zens h i p . When t he f I r s t ^o r ^f r o * 

t he Depar t ment  of  J us t i ce wer e r ecei ved 

November , member s of  t he Young Men's Or gani zat i on set  

about  bus i l y Knwi mgmt i Mmxa maki ng c ar bomc opi es 

t he member s coul d r e n o u n c e  ̂ b o d y . /  ̂ The R es eg n eg aA 

"Gr o u p al so pr oceeded t o member s "who ac t ed Un-  I  

J apanes e," a po l i cy whi ch was announced i n t he Sept ember  ! 

pet i t i o n . Thi s was des t i ned t o get  t hem i nt o a gr eat  J  

deal  of  t xoubl e,t he det a i l s of  whi ch wi l l  b e _ d e s c r l b e d ^/ 

_ l a t o r g / T f T "* * t he p r e s s u  ̂ put  upon t he r es i dent s by t he 

~ gr oup i nc r eased, r es i s t ance on t he par t  of  cour ageous 

i ndi v i dual s l i k ewi s e i nc r eas ed. The use of  t hr eat s 

and v i o l ence t o » o p t he mout hs of  t hose who c r i t i c i zed 

t he pet i t i on and t he or gani zat i on became f a r r̂ e r̂ o n o u n c e d . 



80. 

FORMAL ORGANI ZATI ON OP MB RE SEGREGATI ON GTO UP -  SOKUJ I  

KI KOKU H03HI - DAH 

X « Ho dat a ar e avai l abl e on how t he r es i dent s r eac t ed 

Nor  di d t he Resegr egat i oni s t  l eader s ment i on t he * af ct / I t  i s 

ver y poss i bl e t hat  t hey di d not  wi sh t o publ i c i se t he f aot  

t hat  member s wer e cont r i but i ng money. Most  i f af or mant s wer e 

al so r el uc t ant  t o speak of  t he speeches t hat  t he l eader s 

wEKHXMfcfc of  t he Resegr egat i nni s t s wer e maki ng at  meet i ngs 

hel d i n t he messhal l s . L at er , however , wel l  post ed i nf or mant s 

s t at ed t hat  Ki r a and Yamashi t a had 



81. 

st r essed t hei r  i nt i mat e connect i on m t h hi gh J apanese o f f i c i al s 

and t he spec i al  pr i v i l eges t hey woul d be abl e to gai n f or  

member s of  t he Resegr egat i on Gr pup af t er  r epat r i at i on. Bot h men 

appar ent l y wer e f ai r  or at or s and i mpr essed t he i s sei  t o a hi gh 

degr ee. Two i nf or mant s descr i bed t he ef f ec t  of  t hese speeches : 

"Ki r a and Yamashi t a spoke i n t he mess hal l s and t he audi -
t or i um and t hey aopear ed t o be gr eat  speaker s and wel l  
educat ed. They had t he c l ever ness of  f ool i ng t he i s s ei  wi t h 
t hei r  manner  of  t hi nk i ng. The i ssei  f el l  i n l ove wi t h f chei r  
mamer  o f  expr ess i ng t hemsel ves -  so l i ke a gr eat  man, t hat  
t hey t hought  t hey wer e gr eat  men. Many bel i eved i n t hem ver y 
s i nc er el y ." l / 

* * * * * * * * * 

"K i r a and Yamashi t a gai ned a gr eat  f o l l owi ng by maki ng 
st r ong c l ear cut  s t at ement s . They s ai d, ' I f  you'r e not  a 
f ol l ower  of  t h i s gr oup you can't  go back t o J apan. Ki r a, al so 
s ai d t hat  t he Hoshi - dan (t he name by whi ch t he adul t  or gani zat i on 
came to be oommonl y known) was goi ng to have subdi v i s i ons i n t he 
var i ous pr ef ec t ur es i n J apan to handl e t he J apanese who wer e 
comi ng back f r om abr oad f or  t hei r  f ut ur e c o l oni zat i on." 2/ 

The i nf or mant  r ef er s her e to a pr oposal  f or  a communal  

r et ur n t o J apan whi dh Ki r a put  f or war d at  an i nduct i on cer emony 

of  t he Young Men's Or gani zat i on hel d on Oct ober  E l . Accor di ng 

t o hi s own account , Ki r a st at ed t hat  i f  t he peopl e went  t o 

J apan as i ndi v i dual s , t he n i s e i , unused t o J apanese l i f e , woul d 

have an ext r emel y di f f i c u l t  t i me. 

. "The boys and gi r l s who have l ed an easy l i f e i n t h&& 
count r y cannot  compet e wi t h t he J apanese. I  t ol d t hem t he 
onl y way t hey coul d do t hi s i s t o go back i n a gr oup, t o wor k 
mut ual l y f o r  t hei r  exi s t enc e. Ot her wi se i t  wi l l  be a f a i l u r e . 
Ot her wi se, i f *t hey go back i ndi v i dual l y , t hey mi ght  as wel l  
s t ay i n t he Uni t ed St at es . " 3/ 

How t hi s pr oposal  was r ecei ved by t he Resegr egat i oni s t s i s 

not  known al t hough Ki r a hi msel f  admi t t ed t hat  t her e was 

cons i der abl e oppos i t i on and t hat  a spl i t  wi t hi n t he o r n̂ i z a t i o n 

mi ght  r es ul t . ' K i r a ' s c r i t i c s , among t hem Mr . Oi s h i , st at ed t hat  

1. R . Hankey, Not es . F eb. 20, 1945, p . 2. 
2. i bi  d . , F eb. 21, 1945, p . 2. 
3 . i b i d . , Oc t . 23, 1944, pp . 3- 4. 
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dr opped f r om t he oamp voc abul ar y and Res egr egat i on Gr oup 

was Ei l ai i t  s ubs t i t u t ed. By thfcfc t i me nobody was r ef er r i ng 

to "ant i - s t at us quo" peopl e any mor e. The i s sue had 

oome to be bet ween t he Res egr egat i on Gr oup and i t s s t r ong 

s uppor t er s , who number ed l es s t han 3000 peopl e and t he 

r emai ni ng i nhabi t ant s of  t he camp who had no o r gani zat i on 

what ever � 



XXt.  19. 

Res ul t s of  P et i t i o n 

The xp*fcjdatauax di s t ur bi ng ef f ec t  o f  t he pet i t i o n 

on t he gener al  camp r es i dent  war e o f f  i n about  t hr ee or  

f our  IAUUBUUL week s . I t  was r ar e l y r ef er r ed t o i n c o nv er s at i o n. 

Si nce t he admi ni s t r at i on had deni ed i t s aut hent i c i t y ¿f esse 

vÛ T̂MSBxmmx and not hi ng nor e was done about  i t , t hose who 

di d not  s&gn and t hose who s i gned under  pr essur e appear ed 
t o t hi nk i t  was a c l osed i s s u e . However , many i nf or mant s 

r ea l i z ed t hat  r es egr egat i o n  ̂ as s uc h , was not  a o l osed 

i s sue and o c c as i o nal l y r emar ked i n t he mont hs t hat  

f o l l owed t hat  mor e t r oubl e was go i ng t o come out  of  i t . 

The Res agr égat i on Gr oup, however , t ook a ver y di f f er ent  

v i ew. j aLénùBmi mwr  They s ent  t he names of  t he s i gne es t o 

t e l l i ng 
t he Spani s h Oons u;Mnf ada±mar Bt /h i m t hat  t hese per sons 

des i r ed i mmedi at e r epat r i at i o n and expat r i at i o n and 

r eques t ed t hat  he i nf or m t he J apanese gover nment  of  t h i s . 

They «l eo d̂ o o t ed a name, f or  t hei .r  movement : Sai kakur i  

Sei gan ( W H B « 6 1 1 m M ^ Y I  They , ari l  t hei r  s t x x z n x 
gr adual l y came t o be - - - - - c« 

suppor t er /̂ «̂r xt o i Bxoocaai DKl i y c al l ed by t h i s name. Ther e 

was no at t enpt  at  f or mal  or gan i zat i o n .ho wev er . Mur el y 

s i gni ng t he pet i t i o n made one a member  o f  t he gr oup. 

i t ni sxr Lmt e 

I t  i s i n t er es t i ng t hat  f o r  many mont hs af t er  t he 

c i r c u l at i o n of  t he pet i t i o n t he pr essur e gr oup and i t s 

suppor t er s wer e oommonl y c a l l ed pr o- s t at us quo peo p l e. 

I t  was not  unt i l  f our  mont hs l a t er , i n ear l y Augus t , t hat  

t he expr es s i on As t a t us quon was t noppBdt af i UK Vi r t ual l y 

]) ^ X ^ ^ ^ J U J ,  ̂ l ot  t i ûL+l  J r  ̂

l/Vw / 

ma I  H wm Ml Si  ^ H H |  
1 1 I  
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t he i dea was good, but  s i nce Ki r a pr oposed i t , he knew Ki r  a 

was doi ng i t  f or  h i s per ssnal  gai n and not  f or  t he good of  

t he peopl e. 

The gr eat er  par t  of  t he member s of  t he Resegr egat i on 

Gr oup appear  t o have been qui t e t aken i n by t he l ec t ur es« 

The ai m of  pr epar i ng f or  l i f e i n J apan and t he r osy pr omi ses 

of  spec i al  pr i v i l eges on r et ur ni ng t o J apan cont i nued t o 

l ur e i n member s, es pec i al l y f r om t hat  segment  of  t he pop-

ul at i on pr edi sposed t o at t t i t udes I  and I I . l / Sever al  

i nf or mant s became al most  of f ended when i t  was suggest ed t hat  

t her e mi ght  be mor e behi nd t he or gani zat i on t han met  t he eye. 

t f x p̂cSkai s&t K One of  t hes e, Mr . Okamot o, def ended t he 

t foung Men's Or gani zat i on as f ol l owwj  

i l t bl t et ar bzb* 

m 

1/ See p . 
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"I t  i s an ent i r el y unpo l i t i c al  or gani zat i on and t he 
3.ec£ur es ar e ver y good." 1/ 

A young mi sei  g i r l  s t at ed: 

"The speeches ar e qui t e i mpr essi ve and t hey ar e ver y 
educat i onal  f or  t he young peopl e; and t hey i mpr ess t he ol der  
men t o o . " 2/ 

The Regi ment ed Cer emoni es 

Coi nc i dent  wi t h t h i s per i od wer e t he el abor at e cer emoni es 

sponsor ed* by t he Resegegal i on Gr oup. These wer e i ni t i at ed 

i n speot aoul ar  publ i c f ashi on i l l  connect i on wi t h t he Mel j i  

Set s u, t he cel ebr at i on o f  t he Emper or  Me i j i ' s bi r t hday on 

November  3 and t he cel ebr at i on of  t he anni ver sar y of  Pear l  

Har bor  on t he KdgAt aBf  ei ght h of  Irinc each mont h. Lat ef c, 

when t he Depar t ment  of  J us t i ce f o r bi d t hese cer emoni es t he 

gr oup began t o i t t Mi gs ni x ±x ho l d p̂ubmc r i t es ever y day , as 

an act  o f  def i anc e. 

The Mei  ,j i  Set s u. an es t abl i shed J apanese nat i onal  ho l i day 

of  l ong s t andi ng was par t i c i pat ed i n by most  of  t he camp 

r es i dent s . Each o f  t he t hr ee l anguage school s hel d a cer emony 

and most  bl ocks had a separ at e c el ebr at i on i n t hei r  mess ha l l s . 

The Besegr egat i  

on Gr oup, however , pur suant  t o i t s po l i cy of  

speoi al  dedi cat i on t o J apan, hel d a separ at e cer emony f r om 

whi ch al l  non- member s wer e bar r ed. Af t er  cons i der abl e 

machi nat i on, t hey wer e abl e t o obt ai n t he out door  st age i n t he 

mai n f i r ebr eak f or  t hei r  s o l emni t i es . 

1/ R . Hankey. No t es . Oc t . 6 f  1944, p . l i  
y i b i d . , Oc t . 9, 1944, p . 1. 

� � j j ^H B 
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The psychol ogi cal  ef f ec t  whi ch t hese cer emoni es c r eat ed 

i s d i f f i c u l t  t o des c r i be. Thegx gr eat est  sol emni t y and 

r ever ence pr ev ai l ed, m A U t t o ' Mnr fW J W « » »  ̂

Speeches of  an ext r  anel y nat i onal i s t i c char act er  wer e made. 

The young men mar ched and r anged t hemsel ves i n 

st andi ng wi t hout  t hei r  over coat s i n t he Sxx bi t t er  weat her  

f o r  over  an hour . Stexsc Most  of  t he adul t s al s o r anged 

t hemsel ves i i O ^ W * -  At  t he Mei j i  Set su al l  t he 

par t i c i pant s bowed i r ĥe di r ec t i on of  t  he 

r i s i ng sun whi l e a cor ps of  bugl er s i nexper t l y pl ayed 

sever al  pat r i o t i c s el ec t i ons . The, g s a i t o ms 5buft±Kxaxa odd 

pos i t i on hel d by t housands of p̂eopt f e whi l e t he young men 

f al t er ed t hr ough t hei r  o f f  key bugl i ng pr esent ed a pi c t ur e 

whi ch was l udi c r ous i n t he ext r eme. Yet  t he t r emendous 

emot i onal  f eensi on and 3D l emni t y of  t he occas i on rrade l aught er  

out  of  t he ques t i on. The exagger at ed s t oi c i sm of  i t heyoung 
conf or m t o _ t̂ r  ,.Ti- . 

men, at t empt i ng t o j ^t x n E M M t i « «  ̂ t he acme of  wh a ^«* r  

cons i der ed pr oper  J apaness behav i or  was exhi bi t ed W W 

not  onl y by t hei r  ¡ O T ® * « * » sel f - i nf l i nc t ed endur ance of  

t he co I d but  by t he f ac t  t hat  when one of  t he b ŷ s became 

i l l  f r om over - exci t ement  and had t o be 11«* hel ped f t . m 

t he f i e l d , onl y one of  t h e ^h o u s a n d /  ̂ s f t̂ a t o r s t ur ned 

h l 3 h e a d a t ^ X ^ S 'on t he mont hl y cel ebr at i on 

of  t he anni ver sar y of  pear l  Har bor , al l  t he p a r t i c i p a t e 

knel t  on t he i cy gr ound and P- y ed f o r  v i c t or y f or  J apan. Xj  

i / i m ^ r ^ r r i ^ ;  ̂ 8 ,  ̂ P P . i - 8 . 
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mani f est ed, by t he exager r at ed f l aunt i ng- of  ataxaxaxK 

xat manai xsi i i f f x ac t i v i t i es i nt ended t o i mpr ess t he aikai ixdix»x 
yr  '{̂ ijrj'1 

±matib±iaxmxdi±hxtokax member s and any onl ooker  xl t kxt ka 
i  x / 
i  / / 

i axat t Kx as t he acme of  pat r i o t i c J apanese behavi or  h t̂ b 
f  J r  J  r  / / / 

o- ÂaLJWL- jr  ext r aor di nar i l y mar ked* The sxxi i kAi i i i xnxni x 
/ / / i f  

s t ot i c i sm o£ t he par t  of  t he young mep, who st ood mot i onl ess 

sxdt  wi t hout  t hei r  over coat s f or  over /an h<£ur  i n t he bi t t er  
/  

co l d, jcnriktKajfca&nJ thstx *axn±n±axd®i x must  have made a deep 

i mpr ess i on on many of  t he par t i c i pant s and l ai d f he f oundat i o. 

f or , much of  t he bi zar r e behavi or  whi ch was to f  ol l oj ;4 i n 

l at er  mont hs» A 

l M*f cer y\ at akf cxai nx l ack of  unani mi t y was exhi bi t ed even 

i n t hese cer emoni es . At  t he Mei .l i  l adkxm Set s u. sever al  

huni  r ed member s coul d not  br i ng t hemsel ves to par t i c i pat e 

i n t he marehing and l i n i ng up and st ood somewhat  f ear f u l l y 

on t he s i del i nes to par t i c i pat e. Thi s f ac t  was l at er  

r emar ked upon wi t h r egr et  by Mr . Tamashi t a. Mor eover , 

t he at t endance at  t hi s ext r emel y i mpor t ant  cer emony was 

a good c r i t er i on of  t he numer i cal  s t r engt h 

s i n i i o ^o n e ' w"i  t l ŝer L̂ous pr et ent i ons to member shi p woul d 

absent  hi msel f  f r om a cer emony of  t hi s i mpor t ance. Ther e 

wer e about  600 young men i n t he mar chi ng gr oup and % about  

2000 adul t  par t i c i pant s . 

i t x i i k t i Q B̂zni Az&xi i z 

The o f f i c e of  t he Besegr egat i on f r oup used 

by bot h t he adul t  gr oup and t he Young Mens Assoc i at i on 

i n al so pr esent ed evi dence of  t hi s exhi bi t i oni sm of  

J apanese nat i onal i sm* Pat r i o t i c mot t os and t he J apanese 

£s i gx f l ag hung on t he wal l s . A s i gn announced t hat  any per son 

who »poke Engl i sh i n t he o f f i ce woul d be f i ned at  t he r at e of  

one cent  a wor d. F r ee ser v i ces wer e gi wan to members i n 
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àmaal  mf f i r r t - mf  f r l Ti n m̂mn cer emoni es t eâxa must  

have had a power f ul  i nf l uenc e on XJ SHIB many? of  t he par t i c i pant s . 

P ar t i pat i  n woul d i nc r eas £ t he t r end t owar d s t er i o t yped 

behav i o r 4 vy 1J  il ffj"" Wipi  i  f ai ui 1 f annui ysxj i 1«i *nus »kB£ » : i f f i i  li  I  m I  

t ry � . The po l i c y of  i s o l at i o n 

and spec i al  dedi c at i o n of  t he gr oup w- s s t r ongl y mar ked. 

The f ac t  t hat  snt eemsnp� M̂ns B̂f ei us r LspmshsHx n̂smî mda K̂ i i  

j f̂ cxf m&xkhaf cnf chj sx t he admi ni s t r at i on appar ent l y was i ndi f f er ebt  

t o t he ext r eme nat i o nal i s t i c speeches and behav i o r  whi ch was 

c ar r i ed t o t he ent ent  of  paay i ng en masse f o r  xi xf caxy a J apanese 

v i c t o r y woul d gi ve t he xi mmi ax t he t̂ pmNewms ophi s t i c at ed 
La ĉXVC ¿̂k ÔLf   ̂ i P f  

? un»i »w4j At he i mpr ess i on t hat  t he adm n i  st  r at  i on sanc t i oned 

such ac t i v i t i es or  at  l eas t  had no obj ec t i on t o t heme Thi s 

xkRBnsfchKnj ed i nc r eased t he s t r engt h of  t hehovement  and t he 

power  of  t he l eader s enor mous l y . I nd i v i dua l i s t i c or  xx i x i t  
(f X̂J yJ i  r Ĵ Ĵ j j ur  W  ̂

r ea l i s t i c t hi nk i ngAgavé p̂ l ac e t o a gr eat  sense of  gr oup s t r engt h. 
P̂t eaat Ml i muunl i I  i f i ni HMfcMX The unf or t unat e r es ul t s of  t h i s 

i ndoc t r i nat i on and mass hypnot i sm became i L ÛI I J UJ c c l ear l yappar ent  

l at er  when t he gr oup and i t s l eader s compl et el y l os t  t hei r  

sense of  bal anc e and def i ed t he WRA and t he Depar t ment  o f  

J us t i c e Ân thexnmnkibmHi tt ianixmsrfx s t ubbor n c ont i nuat i on of  ±fcx t hei r  

CSUUU (j>- y CP W- V  ̂ /ét r -̂ À. a^̂ L. ^- ^X J -̂ vCT A ^ U v  ̂ , 

 ̂ w  ̂ y  ̂ f 2 ^  ̂
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obt ai ni ng bi r kh and mar r i age r ecor ds whi ch xsmibt  wer e needed 

to B±acx*fx as s i s t  i n c i ar i f y i hg appl i cat i ons f or  r epat r i at i  

or  expat r i at i on. V y 

on 

0- 30- 1 

o < 

YOUHG MEN1 S ORGANI ZATI ON BROPPED 
aooxl  .  ̂

x t amaaUBt «Wai t er  t he c i r c ul at i on of  t he Sept ember  

pet i t i on t he pr et ense of  t he i ndependence of  t he Young Men's 

Or gani zat i on was dr opped and t he i nt er r el at i on bet ween t he 

t aw adul t  Resegr egat i oni s t s and t he J foung men was f r ank l y 

admi t t ed by t he l eader s . Mr . Yar »s hi t a admi t t ed t hat  t he 

ai m of  t he t foung Men 's Or gani zat i on was i dent i c al  t o t hat  

of  t he adul t  gr oup and t hat  t hey di f f er ed onl y i n t hat xt t a* 

t gXK t he younger  peopl e weee ut i l i z i ng t he "ampl e t i me" 

i n camp t o pr epar e t hemsel ves t o ser ve J apan af t er  exhhange . 

The t wo o r gani zat i ons , h o wv e r , had a separ at e s et  of  o f f i c er s , 

hut  t he.Young Men 's Or gani zat i on cont i nued t o be adv i sed by 

a gr oup of  i s s ei  member s of  t he Resegr egat i on Gr oup. The 

WRA admi ni s t r at i on an pear s never  to have 

got t en t he s ^ X ^ T ^  ̂ Opl er  di d h i s bes t , h i s 

i nf or mant s appar ent l y mi si nf or med hi m. xBt asnaf l st at at aaf t t aHX 

«̂Kno t naht es pt at x Ther e i s no evi dence t hat  t he admi ni s t r at i on 

cont act ed t he l eader s of  ei t her  o f  t he gr oups and asked 

t hem j ust  what  t hey wer e up t o . I t  was not  unt i l  ear l y 

S s m December  t hat  aocuxat e dat a on t he o r gani zat i on, ac t i v i t i es 

and ai ms of  t he gr oup wer e pr ocur ed by an i nves t i gat i on 

i ns t i t ut ed by t he Depar t ment  of  J us t i c e. 

DEVELOPMENTS OF THE YOUNG MEW'S ORGAKI  ¿ATI  OH 

The ±ewl an«s devel opment s of  t he Young Men'a Or gani zat i on 

t hr ough Oct ober  and November  wer e mani f o l d. Most  s i gni f i c ant  

1 . i b i d . . Oot . 30, 1944, p . 1 . 
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was t hei r  ext r eme pr eoccupat i on wi t h r enunc i at i on of  o i t i zens h i p . 

Most  spect acul ar  was t he devel opment  of  t hei r  mi l i t ar i s t i c 

d r i l l s , t hei r  ear l y mor ni ng exer c i s es , and t hei r  i nc r eas i ng 

exhi bi t i oni sm whi ch mani f es t ed i t s el f  i n t he itflLsnifeybccg 

Hfexl â lhtbBlksiH ever  no i s i er  dr i l l i ng and bugl i ng t  i n t he wear i ng 
and headband 

of  t hei r  "uni f o r m", a sweat  shi r t p̂t amped wi t h t he embl em of  

t he r i s i ng sun and i n t he adopt i on of  t he xkxxx± c l i pped or  

bozu hai r c ut . 

Devel opment  of  obsess i on wi t h Renunc i at i on of  Cj t i zenai  i p 

Dur i ng J ul y , August  and Sept ember  r enunf cdat i on of  

oni  i t te CH aidhi> 
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Coi nc i dent  wi t h t hi s per i od wer e t he el abor at e cer emoni es 

sponsor ed by t he Besegr egat i on Gr oup i n connect i on wi t h Mel .i l  

S t̂ su, t he cel ebr at i on of  t he Emper or  Me i j i ' s bi r t hday , xxdk 

±kx **±i i kn±BxaxnBa±aki xakBi i ni apaxBXBxnxA±nxai nkni i 4a*nx±x 

±nagxa±aHdt ng and t he cel ebr at i on of  t he anni ver sar y of  

PP 
f i BKBBhasxf i x Pear l  Har bor  on December  8? The f sxaux u z u 
Mei j i  Set au , an es t al l i s hed J apanese nat i onal  ho l i day of  I ons 
xxxxmxxxxwas par t i c i pat ed i n by most  of  t he camp r es i dent s . 

Kn*axaxvxAkBxBi aa8xa«at axnt at axn?axBxax4x*xnt hal i xx9H3t t xyx 

Each of  t he t hr ee l anguage school s hel d a cer emony and 

most  bl ocks had a separ at e cel ebr at i on i n t hei r  mess ha l l s . 

The Besegr egat i on Gr oup, however , pur suant  t o i t s pf t l i cy 

of  spec i al  dedi cat i on t o J apan, hel d a separ at e cer emony f r om 

whi ch al l  non- member s wer e bar r ed. Af t er  cons i der abl e 
out door  

machi nat i on, t hey wer e abl e t o obt ai n t he)s t age xx ±kx 

*a±i i xnx*±axx i n t he mai n f i r ebr eak f or  t hei r  so l emni t i es? 

f i nxXuxai t yBXnSpxl kxyx t̂  t hi s cer emony, t he Young Mens 

Or gani zat i on mar ched in|fco pos i t i on bef or e t he st age i n 

mi l i t ar y! f ashi on and t h i  adul t  par t i c i pant s r anged them-

sel ves i n l i nes , x4xaxfcxmamxmmaxtoxtam±ai t tamym*mx f ac i ng 

t he s t agp? J Ekxx Speeches wer e made 1i j  a buddhi st  

r ever end  ̂ Mr . Yamashi f c*, of  t he Besegr egat i on Gr J Lp and 

Mr . Uchi qa, t he danoho or  ĥ i ef  of  t he Young Mens* 

Or gani zat i on? Al l  t he par t i c i pant s bowed t o t he i l i s i ng 

sun 4xkt xhx±A±nxnknxAxaxAka n̂ckayi Lx whi l  ̂ a cor ps 0f  

bugl er s i nexper t l y pl ayed sever al  pat r i o t i c sel ect i ons '. \  \  A \  
The sun, i nc i dent al l y £ d i d not  show i t s f at ee. I ns t ead 

V \  \  \  
i nt er mi t t ent  i cy r ai n shower ed down. Despi t e t he bi t t er  

col d al l  t he young men l ai d tl ielrji  over coat s W t he gr ound 

\ \ \ 
and must  have suf f er ed cnuel l y�f r om t he c o l d? \ One became 

\  \  \  \  
i l l  and had t o be as s i s t ed f r om \ the f i e l d . The «per emoni es 

\  V 
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c i t i z ens h i p d i d not  appear  t o be occupyi ng a maj or  pl ace i n t he 

at t i t udes of  t he r es i den t s . Undoubt edl y , many i ndi v i dual s wer e 

t h i nk i ng about  i t  and di s c us s i ng t j i e pr os and c ons , but  t her e was 

no gener al  a n x i e t y L a t e r , when ques t i oned on t h i s per i o d, i nf or m-

ant s s t at ed t hat  "t he peopl e wer e wai t i ng t o see whet her  i t  woul d 

r eal l y be a l aw or  no t . The mat t er , however , was of  gr eat  im-

por t ance and i nt er es t  t o t he Resegr egat i on Gr oup. On al most  ever y 

v i s i t  t o one of  t he l eader s , t he subj ec t  was br ought  u p . ) Mr . K i r a , 

an o l der  ni sf ei , t hough a pr omi nent  l eader  of  t he fte segr egat i on 
JpBii  

Gr oup, was bfc" no means ent hus i as t i c about  r enunc i at i on as i t  

appl i ed t o ht m per s o nal l y . He r eal i i  

o f  c i t i zens h i p mi ght  br i ng upon hi m, 

whi ch was l oudl y demandi ng r enunc i at  

T 

h i ms el f  I n el d i f f i c u l t  po s i t i o n . The|  f o l l owi ng s 

h i s v ac i l l at i o n : 
"i he onl y t h i ng t he peopl e 

denunc i at i on of  c i t i z ens h i p . Seme peopl e (t he Resegr egat i on 
Gr oup)J  have sent  a pet i t i o n t o Washi ngt on t o r eques t  f o r ms . 

ed t he hel p l es s nes s whi ch l oss 

bu t , as a l eader  of  t he gr oup 

on as soon a*i  po s s i b l e, f ound 

at ement  bet r ays 

ar e i nt er es t od i n now i s t he 

i s t i t u t i o na l . I  
nat e agai ns t  a 

But  t he At t or ney Gener al ' s Of f i c e i s not  pr epar ed y et . 
"t  t h i nk t hat  i t  ( r enunc i at i o n) i s unco 

t h i nk I t ' s a war t i me l aw. You cj an!t  di s c r l m 
c er t ai h por t i on of  t he peopl e j upt  because or  t hei r  co l or  and 
r ac e. [ They evacuat ed t hem and t nen t hey t r y ! t o pi n t hem down 
t o c i t i z ens h i p . They say i t  i s Vo l unt ar y , bdt  once a per son 
i s t hr bwn i nt o camp and pushed ar ound he l oons at  t he t hi ng 
emot i onal l y . They ( J apanes e) ar  ̂ not  r es po ns i b l e. 

"t ut  a f t e* t he war  t he ent .i i  
Al t hougi i  I  may f t e depor t ed t o J  a] 
St Kt  e s w i  11 d o t  hat .." 

not  r esponsj - Di e. 
e pi c t ur e wi l i b̂e c har i d̂ . 

| an, I  don' t  i i hi r j k t he Uni t ed 

i  y \  y 
Mr . Yamashi t a al s o s t at ed t hat  he!bel i ev ed t he \ r epunci at i on 

of  c i t i z ens h i p was anot her  f or m of  di s c r i mi nat i on ag'i i nst  t he 

J apanese: 3 3 . 
/  

/  

"Why, i f  t h i s i s not  so ar e t hey t ak i ng awa Â t he J apa-
nese c i t i zens h i p? Of  c our s e, t her * mi ght  be many\ many r easons 

1. I b i d . , Sept ember  12, 1944, p . 1 
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Thr ough Augus t , Sept ember , Oct ober  and November , t he Resegr e-

gat  i on Gr oup and t he Young Men's Or gani zat i on 'mxx wr ot e t o 

Mr . EJ nni s of  t he Depar t ment  of  J us t i ce r epeat edl y , ask i ng how 

soon t he for ms woul d be r eady and s t at i ng t hat  t hey wwre 

anxi ous l y awai t i ng t he oppor t uni t y t o r enounce. The pot ent i al i -

t i es of  f chf l cn$t cfc± r enunc i at i on as an addi t i onal  means of  

dr awi ng a demar cat i on bet ween t hose "l o y al " t o J apan and t he 

f ence- s i t t er s aopear s t o have been r eal i zed ver y ear l y by t he 

Res egr egat i oni s t s . On August  18 MnsnxMxi i smdbaxat at ei  when t he 

r esegr ggat i on r umor  was wi despr ead, Mr s . Mat suda spst anxHr y 

af t er  r ei t er at i ng t hat  "her  gr oup woul d not  obj ect  t o movi ng 

agai n" i f  t hey coul d be separ at ed f r om t he f enc e- s i t t er s , 

spoke ver y hopef ul l y of  t he comi ng r enunc i at i on of  c i t i zens hi p 

l aw and st at ed t hat  i t  ought  to bexBxpmi nmai DLXK ser ve as a 

good measur e of  whet her  per sons were r eal l y s i ncer e i n t hei r  

des i r e to 

go bac k t o J apan® \ J  When t he r umor  began to 

spr ead i n camo t hat  t her e was t o be no r esegr egat i on, she 

s t at ed t hat  her  gr oup hoped t hat  t he r enunc i at i on of  c i t i zens hi p 

b i l l , whi ch t hey ant i c i pat ed woul d pass i n Sept ember , woul d 

"f or ce t he WRA t o t ake some ac t i o n . " 2/ Mr . Yamashi t a al s o 

connect ed t he r enunc i at i on o f  c i t i zens hi p wi t h t he desi r e f or  

i mmedi at e r epat r i at i o n: 
"Cer t ai n l y t hose who wi sh f ar  i mmedi at e r epat r i at i on t o 

J apan and at  t he same t i me don't  wi sh t o be i nduct ed i nt o t he 
ser v i ce or  r el o c at e, wi sh to r enounce t hei r  ST F T z i ns E i p . n | 7 

He al so s t at ed t hat  he bel i eved t hat  r enunc i at i on of  

c i t i zenshi p was anot her  f or m of  di s c r i mi nat i on agai ns t  t he 

J apanese: 

1 / i b i d . . Aug. 18, 1944, p . 2 . 
i Î d . , Aug. 28, 1944, p . 1 . 
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END OF CHAPTER VI  

HI TOMI  MURDER � SHOCK � PEAR 4 � t  � -

BHD OF TREND WHI CH ASSI STED RESEGREG \ TI ONI STS 
BEGI NNI NG OF TREND FOR PEACE AND ORDER WHI CH XKXI EDXEB THEM 

RESI STED 
F i r s t  i ndi cat i ons 

* Po l i ce Sel edt edi a t hough vi  t h d i f f i c u l t y . 
* P o ep l e's r eac t i  n t o gr eat  Resegr egat i on r umor  -

do n' t  want  t o l eave camp 
¿ox some say -  Let  t hem get  out  i f  t hey want  t o so much 

f  Accept  New Co- op Boar d 
/ Begi nni ng of  t a l k t hat  al l  t h i s t r oubl e i s maki ng peopl e 

wan$ t o get  out  of  camp. 
Some "bl ame r es egr egat i oni s t s f o r  dr i v i ng peopl e t o 

Amer  i ca � 
"They 'r e maki ng Amer i cans of  t hem." 

o a 116 l at er  t hough) 

y P̂ t hi s t i ed up wi t h changi ng expr ess i ons on war  whi ch 
r an conc ur r ent l y . I  f -̂  f r v  ̂ b � � c*-  -  Ut î  . 

(L at er  -  Second behav i o r i s t i c devel opemfcnt  
Popfc âr  r es i s t ance t o Sept ember  Pet i t i on 

Onl y Resegr egat i oni s t s s t ay i n Camp. 
Over t  speeches made -  f o l l owed by v i o l enc e. 

At t i t ude expr ess i ons : 

Mi s s Doi  -  st r ong st at us quo 
"We t hi nk t he best  f ct exus way woul d be f or  t he peopl e i n 
t he hbsoi t al  and t he st ockade t o shake hands and have 
Mr . Best  l eave and Mr . Rober t son t ake hi s p l ac e. 

Aug. 7 -  Sp Con. "But  we need some k i nd of  commi t t ee her e. 
N We need someone who can go t o t he admi ni s t r at i on. 

J ul y 24 -  Abe s t at es t hat  peopl e of  ext r emel y pr o- J  and pr o 
A . v i ews got  al ong -  l i ved at  peace as l ong as di dn' t  
spy on each ot her  -  "WE wi sh t o l i ve at  peace unt i l  
t he end o f  t he war  -  But  c an' t  cooper at e wi t h t he nar r ow-
mi nded f anat i c s i n camp. 

Now we ar e t r y i hg t o get  po l i ce i n t h i s camp -  our  own 
pol i ce (who won't  be i n u ) . 

Aug. 8 -  Abe -  They t l i nk t hat  Yamat o Damashi  i s j ust  
r es i s t i ng ever y t hi ng. 

Aug. 19 -  Fuj i mot o -  êo pi e who came i n her e i n good f a i t h 
t o wai t  unt i l  t hey coul d go bac k t o J apan -  Now t hey 
don't  l i ke t hi s pl ace, t he way i t ' s r un or  ,t he peopl e i n 
i t . Tel l s of  f el l ow who want s t o get  out  -  used t o 
be agi t at o r  at  t i me of  r egi s t r at i on -  What  wi t h t he 
hunger  s t r i k e, t he Hi t omi  mur der  and t he or essur e gr ouns , 
he woul d l i ke t o go out  -  But  af r i ad of  what  peopl e Woul d 

Fuj i mot o and M zuno on war  - -



"Why i f  t hi s (di s c r  i i i nat  i on) i s not  so ar e t hey t ak i ng 
away J apanese c i t i zens h i p . . .Pr om t he J apanese v i ew, we see 
i t  t h i s way: t he Amer i can gover nment  t ook t h i s oppor t uni t y t o 
sot ve t he J apanese pr obl em once and f or  al l  t o get  r i d of  a l l  
t he J apanese r ace f r om t he West er n Hemi spher e." 1/ 

On Sept ember  30, Mr s . Mat suda agnrita st at ed t hat  t he 
anot her  

Resegr egat i on Gr oup had r ecei vedxac/l et t er  f r om Mr . Enni s of  t he 

Depar t ment  of  J ust i ce answer i ng am i nqui r y f r om t hem and ad-

v i s i ng t hem"t o hol d on, t hat  ever yt hi ng was goi ng soaaiothl y and 

t hat  t hey woul d be no t i f i ed when t he r enunc i at i on o f  c i t i zens h i p 

f or ms wer e r eady . 2/ 

However , a l l  of  t he Resegr egat i oni s t s di d not  v i ew t he 

pr ospect  of  r enunc i at i on wi t h a s i mi l ar  ent hus i asm. Mr . K i r a, 

t he al l eged.gang l eader  , t hough a pr omi nent  Resegr egat i oni s t  

was by no means del i ght ed about  r enuni c i at i on as i t  appl i ed 

t o hi m per s onal l y . Though he s t at ed t hat  "t he onl y t hi ng 

t he peopl e ar e i nt er es t ed i n now i n t he denunc i at i on of  

c i t i z ens h i p ", he added: 

" I  t hi nk i t  (r enunc i at i on) i s unc ons i t ut i onal . I  t h i nk 
i t ' s a war t i me l aw. You c an ' t  di sc r i mi nat e agai ns t  a c er t ai n 
por t i on of  t he peonl e j ust  because of  t hei r  col or  and r ac e. 
They evacuat ed t hem and t hen t hey t r y t o p i n t hem down t o 
c i t i zens h i p . They say i t  i s vo l unt ar y , but  once a per son i s 
t hr own i nt o camp and pushed ar ound he l ooks at  t he t hi ng 
emot i onal l y . They (t he J apanese) ar e not  r es po ns i b l e. " 

Ki r a aai d t hat  he al so had hi s doubt s i f  r enuncees woul d 

r eal l y be depar t ed af t er  t he war . " I  do n' t  t h i nk t he Uni t ed 

St at es wi l l  do t hat . " 3/ 

Admi ni s t r at i on Rel eases I nf or mat i on af aBr onf t t mi f r i on Denat i on-  

a l i s at i o n Ac t . 

Af t er  t he pr el i mi nar y announcement  of  J ul y 7, t hat  t he 

pr es i dent  had s i gned t he Denat i onal i zat i on B i l l , no mor e 

1/ i b i d . , Oc t . 3, 1944, p . 5. 
2/ i l >i d.. Sept . 30, 1944, p . 2 . 
3/ i b i d . , Sept . 12, 1944, p . 1. 
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publ i c i t y was gi ven t he mat t er  o f  r enunc i at i on unt i l  mi d-

Oc t ober � On Oct ober  12, t he Newel l  St ar  c ar r i ed an afccfcicle 

quot i ng t he St at e Depar t ment 's answer s t o quer i es made J ry 

t he Spani sh Cons ul . I t  was announced t hat  t he st at ut e was 

not  l i mi t ed t o per sons of  J apanese anoes t r y . I t  was al so 

st at ed t hat  "each case wi l l  r ecei ve separ at e cons i der at i on 

and an asser t i on of  l oyal t y t o t he Emper or  of  J apan and o f  t he 

des i r e t o r enounce U. S . c i t i zens hi p wi l l  not  be appr oved as a 

r enunc i at i on of  c i t i zens hi p wi t hout  r ef er ence t o t he r easons 

f or  t he as ser t i on and to a l l  t he f ac t s i n t he par t i c ul ar  c as e. 

No r enunc i at i on of  c i t i zens i p wi l l  be ef f ec t i ve unt i l  i t  i s made 

i 4 wr i t i ng and appr oved by t he At t or ney Gener al  as pr esc r i bed by 

t he s t at ut e. . . The st at ut e cont empl at es di sc r i mi nat i on i n i t s 

appl i c at i on to avoi d l oss of  c i t i zens hi p by c i t i zens who ar e 

not  genui nel y di s af f ec t ed or  by c i t i zens who/se mot i vat i on i s 

t he avoi dance of  Sel ec t i ve Ser v i ce or  ot her  l egal  o b l i gat i o ns . " 

On Oct ober  26 t he admi ni s t r at i on announced t hr ough t he 

Newel l  St ar  t hat  r eani mt aMs mxr f  t he Ci t i zens hi p Renunc i at i on 

Law had become oper at i ve. Appl i cant s wer e i ns t r uc t ed t o wr i t e 

f or  f or ms whi ch wer e t hen t o be f or war ded to t he At t or ney 

Gener al . I t  was announced t hat  hear i ngs woul d be hel d at  a 

l at er  dat e, af t er  whi ch t he appl i cant  mi ght  f i l e f or mal  

r enunc i at i on of  c i t i zens hi p on a pr escr i bed f or m and r equest  

i t s appr oval . 



ganhxaMsr a 

On No v e mb e r  ̂ t he Newel l  St ar  car r i ed an ar t i c>& gi vi , 

spec i f i c i nf or mat i on on how t o proc �̂cL wi t h renj t f i ci at i pr f i  of  

c i t i z e i î p . Appl i cant s w e r e ^l d t o w r i Wt o M r ^n n i s of  

t he/¡Depar t ment  of  J us t i c e/ f o r  f or ms wh> ĥ wer e/ t o be f i l l ed 

fa and t hen sent  t o tr ie At t or ney S &e n d J  Dufoi 'U H I  i l ue 

i he l eader s of  t he Resegr egat i on Gr oup now devot ed t hemsel ves 

t o maki ng a s- oect acul ar  i s sue out  of  t he r enunc i at i on ô f   ̂

c i t i z ens h i p . For ms wer e sent  f or  and when t hey ar r i ved  ̂ copi es 

wer e t yped so t hat  t he member s of  t he or gani zat i on coul d 

r enounce i n a body . When t he Depat t ment  of  J us t i ce r ef us ed t o 

accept  t hese t ypes f or ms, di sappoi nt ment  was gr eat . Thi s 

ext r eme hast e t o r enounce c i t i zens hi o was pr obabl y based on 

t he des i r e t o make i t  c l ear  t o t he Depar t ment  of  J us t i ce (whi dh 

t he Kesegr egat i oni s t s bel i eved was goi ng t o t ake over  Tul e Lake 

any day) t hat  t he Resegr egat i oni s t s wer e i ndeed a gr oup apar t  

f r om t he ot her  r es i dent s � t he gr oup whose "l oy al t y " t o J apan 

was above doubt . By t h i s unmi st akeabl e aager ness t o r enounce 

c i t i zens hi p t hey hoped t o mi t i gat e t he po s s i b i l i t y t hat  t hei r  

r enunc i at i ons WD ul d not  be accept ed, an event ual i t y whi ch was 

caus i ng t hem much anx i et y . I f  t he Depar t ment  o f  J ust i ce 

i nt ended t o r ef use appl i c at i ons f or  r enunc i at i on as excuses f or  

dr af t  dodgi ng, t hi s spect acul ar  over t  st ep mi ght  gi ve t he 

YrtunK Men1s Or gani zat i on an advant age over  t he ot her  r es i dent s 
m m � 

whose appl i c at i ons woul d come i n l a t er . / At  t hi s per i o d , t l i e 

Young Men/s Or gani zat i on al s o changed i t s / i ame f r om 

Sokoku J enkyu Sei ner - dan t o Hokoku Se i nen - dan .A / The n ŵ 

name meant  "Young Men1 s Or g an i z î o n t o Ser ve / t he Moth< 

l / Thi s t i t l e al so has a per sonal  gr ammat i cal  connot at i on and 
meaas ±hxnx?iKakxr"t h� s peak er 's mot her  c ount r y *. 



( <r>1 

Kur at o mi 1g Remar k 

I t  was at  t  b i s t i me t hat  Ge ot /ze Kur at o mi , oney 

Re segr e gat  i o n Gr o u p ' s s t r  onge opponent s r e ma) 

11 Mr  � Bes t  d i d n ' t  knov? what  

wer e f or ni np: (¡§©4eo 

t o l et  t hem go ahead >6r  whet her  t o p i c k up t he/ l eader  

At  t h i s / i me some gff  t he odi um wt £h s h i c h t / e Ts ud 

K i mur y gr oup had been r egar ded 

/ / 

was b e g i n n i n g t o di e "'¿own. T hey / had kept  ve vw qu i et  

dent s /̂ i n gener a l  

and 

/  
a / o u s a t i o n s of  i nu wer e hear d l e/ss o f t en « i £r  . K . r emar k ed: 

/ , / T / I  
' T h e r umpi r s c o nc er n i ng t hem no l onge/r  e x i s t , p h e n 

t h ey f i r s t  under t o o k t o get  t  bo boys i r / t he st ookJ .de o u t , 

t o some ex be nt  peopl e s ai d Tsuc(a and Mp r i we r e d o g p . ¥ 

wer e t o same ex t ent  i nc l i ned t  o|  'be l  i e / e t h a t . " 2 / 

>.ATT I TOi QWAWf ) 

Uy l̂ at e Oo t o ber Vent hus i as m over  t he comi ng o p p o r t un i t y 

t o r enounoe c i t i z e n s h i p was s t i l l  i n l ar ge par t  l i mi t ed t o 

t he l eader s of  t te Re s egr egat i o n Gr o u p . Mr . I g e , who had 

become an ar dent  s up p o r t er , exp r es s ed t he s ent i ment  wh i c h , 

i n e s s en c e , was t o beoome t he unv ar y i ng r es pons e of  t he 

member s of  t h Ûqnl f t f i  f t l  

was put  t o t hem at  t hei r  h ea r i n g s : 

j ân i when t he q u es t i o n 

"My per s o nal  o p i n i o n i s t hat  I  woul d v er y much wel come 

t h i s a c t i o n . Those per s o ns who w i l l  r eques t  d en a t u r a l i z a t i o n 

w i l l  be t r u l y l o y a l  t o J ap an . T h i a - wi l 1 bn as r anor t a&t  

fv�U£ 4fl][ix 3ga and f o r  l Ttnpa«n� 

a- s- ked »».«why .X- »ar>fced-  t a r̂ .a- i i ounGe«my 

gr i t i a- enshi pY' We who ar e r eady t o f ac e any ev en t u a l i t y t o 

ser ve t he Emper or  f e e l  t hat  i f  we wai t  ev en one d ay , we ar e 

not  s er v i ng t he E mp er o r . T h e r e f o r e , i f  we wa i t e d , we woul d 

be u n p a t r i o t i o . I f  I  c oul d r enounce my c i t i z e n s h i p t h i s 

mi nu t e , not  beoaus e o f  J apan go i ng t o wi n t he war  -  t h i s 

mat t er  do es not  c o ner n v i c bbr y or  d e f e a t . I t ' s a mat t er  of  

i n s t i nc t  and d u t y . " 3 / 

l / B l  Han k ey , K o t e s , Oc t . 19, 194$, p . 4 . 

Z/ i b i d . , Oc t . Z2 , 1944, p . 5 . 

7 / TET2T., Oc t . t f  14, 1944, p p . 2 - 3 . 



Mr  � Wakayama s t a t e d : ^  ̂

"The peopl e ar e anx i ous l y wa i t  i ng f o r  t he denouncement  

of  i t . When Mr . Bes t  made t he s t at ement  t hat  vs i t hi n 60 

days t he camp woul d be ur r i er  j u s t i c e , t he peopl e wer e d e l i g h t e d . 

We mor e or  l es s expec t  i t . " 1 /  ̂ ' * 

MT . Y a m a g u c h i y y l ^w , ex pr  es/sedGa d i f f e r en t  a t t i t u d e : 

"T h at  r en u n c i a t i o n of  c i t i z e n s h i p wi l l  be p r et t y h a r d . You 

got  t o r eques t  f o r  i t . You got  t o wr i t e a who l e mess of  t h i n g s . 

Then i f  y ou do i t , i t  d o e s n ' t  mean a n y t h i n g  ̂ T hey ar e go i ng t o 

oheok i t  i n Wa s h i n g t o n .  ̂  ̂ » 

" I  t h i nk when i t  s t a r t s , I ' l l  open an o f f i c e and make some 

money ( h e l p i n g peopl e f i l l  out  f o r ms ) . 2 / ( T h i s s t at ement  was 

made f a c i t i o u s l y . ) -» 

Mos t Ai mf o r mant s wer e s t i l l  non- c ommi t t al  when t he s ub j ec t  

of  r en u n c i a t i o n was br o ught  up . They s t a t ed t hat  t  hey mi ght  

r enounce and t hey mi ght  n o t . 

TAMBABAj "THE J EW"? THREATENED 

I n l at e Oc t ober  t he camp was en l i v ened by t he pr ompt  

a c t i o n t ak en aga i ns t  a c e r t a i n man named Tambar a , who was ' * 

j f  

ac c us ed of  p r o f i t e e r i n g . Mr . T ambar a , who was s a i d t o come 

f r om Sac r ament o , managed to have some mer c handi ze wh i c h he 

had ac q u i r ed bef o r e ev ac uat i o n br ought  t o Tui e 'af ce. T h i s 

h e / p r o c eeded t o s e l l  at  ver y h i gh p r i c e s . 

"The peopl e sur e got  sor e at  h i m. He s o l d a pound of  

� t ea f o r  f i v e d o l l a r s . R i c e bowl s wo r t h t en c ent s he s o l d  ̂

f o r  f i f t y c e n t s . They say h i s f a m i l y / s j u s t  c o i n i ng mo ney . £ / 

" " ^j j y , Tambar a1 s l uc r at i v e c ar eer  was i n t e r r u p t ed , ho wev er , 

when no t i c es s uddenl y a p ^a r e d i n t he c ant eens (and per haps 

i n t he l a t r i n e s ) wh i c h s t a t ed : " Mr . T ambar a, woul d you l i k e 

t o see anot her  Hi t o mi ? " Tambar a q u i c k l y gave up h i s bu s i n es s 

and at t empt ed t o get  out  of  Tui e I ? k e . The t h r ea t s , ac c o r d i ng 

t o popul ar  r ep o r t , wer e made by t he Manzanar  Ga n g . 

1 / i b i d . , Oc t . 2 3 , 1944, p . 3 . 

F / i b i d . , Oc t . 12, 1944, p . 6 . 

7 / T t T C J . , Oc t . 2 7 , 1944, p . 7 . 



j t f . f Y A 

i n t he J oshi - J Lgn t he w> men1 s p̂d l ' t ant  H e s e g a t  i  oni  st t̂ f r ga-

n i zat i o n w 4̂ch was f o r ma l ^o r g a n i  zed ,on J anuar y 8</ 1945>j  ̂

Young j f en1 s Or gani zat i o n Que st i ons ' Admi ni s t r at i on on 

Renunc i at i on of  C i t i z ens h i p . 

On November  SXEXK 28 a commi t t ee o f  ei ght  young men f r om 
t he P r o j ec t  At t or ney 

t he l oung Men's Or gani zat i on wai t ed on Mr . Noyes / t o ask hi m 

ques t i ons about  t he r enunci at i >n of  c i t i z ens h i p . They wer e 

par t i c u l ar l y di s t ur bed because t hei r  car bon paper  f or ms had 

had deo l ar ed i nv a l i d . They t r i ed t o see Mr . Best  but  t oHK 

wer e r ef er r ed t o Mr . Noy es . Noyes r ef us ed t o see ei ght  men 

s o IgWS- » Uc h i da, who m m̂wr r f et axxsr  had r epl ac ed Sxxkac r ever end 
j Ccl X*, 

TsAha as l eader - of  t he young men's gr oup .and one ot her  came. 

2hBn»n*B±AHnxn*Bacx xMxnsdt eyi ES Ŵhen t hey ar r i ved Mr . Noyes was 

busy and asked t hat  i HB±EWl xn£xac t hey put  t hei r  ques t i ons i n 

wr i t i ng and t hat  he woul d answer  t hem i n wr i t i ng . The ques t i ons 

wer e: 
L 1. Can s i xt een year  ol d peopl e r enounce c i t i z ens h i p? 

2 . Wer e t he t ypewr i t t en c opi es of  bl anks sent  i n v al i d? 

3. Woul d t he boys be al l owed t o send app l i c at i o ns i n a 
gr oup? Coul d t hey send t hem a l l  i n one envel ope? 

4 . Coul d peopl e appl y as a f ami l y gr oup? What  about  
c h i l dr en? Q 

ft tan j M. ognBfixihHilxiiisrfCT inn raK®±ite±H& 
Thr ee days l a t er , when Noyes had not  yet  p o l l e d i n 

wr i t i ng t he commi t t ee came t o s ee hi m aga i n . Noyes t o l d t hem 

t hat  t he ques t i ons coul d o nl y be answer ed by t he Depar t ment  of  

J us t i c e but  t hat  he woul d do what  he c o u l d . He t o l d t hem 

t hat  t he car bon f or ms wer e not  v a l i d . When asked about  

jdoft  r enunc i at i o n on t he par t  of  mi nor s , Noyes was unabl e t o 
as to t he s p ec i f i c age ¿ S 
answer /bec ause he di d not  have t he i nf o r mat i on. He t o l d t he 

The s pedi f i c age f or  r enunc i at i o n had been er r oneous l y 
omi t t ed f r om t he t ext  o f  t he B i l l . Soon a f t e r , At t or ney 
Gener al  Bi ddl e det er mi ned t he age as 18 y ear s . 

H M M  ̂ H H H H H |  B B I  ¡ H H i  H B H B 



commi t t ee t hat xus appl i cat i ons wer e not  bei ng accept ed on 

behal f  of  mi nor s . Kat o s t at ed t hat  3000 peopl e st ood ready-

to r enounce t hei r  c i t i zens h i p . 



1IS. 

Mr , Kat o was not  pl eased wi t h t he r es u l t s of  t h i s 

i nt er v i ew and was , .mor eover , ver y much put  out  t hat  t he 

t yped f or ms wer e not  v a l i d . He had pl ayed a l ar ge par t  i n 

t he pr epar at i on and di s t r i but i o n of  t he f or ms . He r emar ked; 

"Mr . Best  doubl e- dr ossed me agai n . Mr . Best  t o l d me 
def i n i t e l y t hat  t ype- wr i t t en copi es woul d be s u f f i c i en t  and 
f or  me t o send i n t he t ype- wr i t t en c o p i es . I  was on t he 
soot  because I  r epor t ed t h i s t o t he peo p l e. I f  he d i dn ' t  
knew i t  he shoul d have t o l d me about  i t . . . A mont h l at er  he 
t el l s me i t ' s no good. I  had t o r epor t  it-  t o my peopl e and 
t hey got  bur ned 

"About  a week ago I  wai t ed t o see Mr . Best  abcfut  t he 
r enunc i at i o n/but  he woul dn't  see me. aq I  went  t o see Mr . 
No ye s . He s 
r enunc i at i on 
t he Depar t me. 
not  t o wor r y 
Bur l i ng came 

i d f l a t l y t hat  vvRA had not hi ng t o do f i t i i  
Best  had tol j d me t hat  t he r epr es ent at i v es o f  

i t  o f  J us t i c e woul d "br i ng t he f o r ms , f ae to\ ld me 
but  t hat  t he J jorm wi l l  be av a i l ab l e . / Wei l l , J ohn 
but  t her e i s J o app l i c at i o n f o r m." 1A 

?he s i gn i f i c anc e of /t f i e change of  i ke name i n l t he \  

young r aer f 's o r gani zat i on was expl ai ned /by ai r s. Mat Audaj  I  

"The boys /now f i g / r e t hat  t hey ha r̂e pas/sed t hr ough t he 
s t age arf  kenkyf r  ( l ear n i ng) and |are r e / dy t o / t ake/up HokoJ pi  
{s er v i c e) 

he wr i t er  t hf l t  t he name Hokoku hai  

nesegr ega/ j /on ur o up 's i nont hl y paper  

t o r . He A a s qui t e pl eased wi t h t he 

/  
adopt ed / a s t he t i t l e f(j fr  t he young 

had hi s ĥead newl y shavj bd. I n spi t e 

nc e/ o f  t hi s ac t , h i s (wi f e had no 

pok i ng f un ¿ t  M m because of  l i s odd 

gr oup 

app 

admi t  

and 

co 

f ound 

and 

sked hi m i f  he was 

d at  f i r s t  but  he s 

t  c onveni enc e. He c 

wash hi s head r i ght  

1t  c o l d . He 

oon got  used t o i t  

i dn ' t  have I t o 

al on r̂  wi t hv hi s 

f ac e. Mr s . Mat suda r emar ked t hat  t he wr i t er  shoul d not  

m 

1/ i b i d . , Dec . 12, 1944 , pp . 5, 6. 
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At  t hi s per i od t he Young Men's Or gani zat i on al s o 

changed i t s name f r om Sokoku Kenkyu Sei nen- dan t o Hokoku 

Sei ne n- aan. l / The new name meant  "Young Men's Or gani zat i on 

t o Ser ve t he Mot her  

1 . Thi s t i t l e al s o has a per sonal  gr anmat i oal  connot at i on and 
means "t he speaker 's mot her  c ount r y ". 



I NSERTI ON ON PAGE 81. 

The i nf or mant  r ef er s her e t o a pr oposal  f o r  a communal  

r et ur n t o J apan whi ch Mr . Ki r a f t r s k put  f or war d at  a 

uraci l ftngMENFI D̂BFEAXMSBEBMCM.MAFEMIX an i nduc t i on cer emony of  

t he Young Men's Or gani zat i on hel d on Oct ober  21. Accor di ng to 

h i s own account , Ki r a s t at ed t hat  i f  t he peonl e went  back 

t o J apan as i ndi v i dual s f cksj : espec i al l y t he f ci i scB?nt r aa n i s e i , 

unused t o J apanese l i f e , woul d have an ext r emel y d i f f i c u l t  

t i me � 

"The boyw and gi r l s who have l ed an easy l i f e i n t hi s 
oou4t r y cannot  compet e wi t h t he J apanese. I  t o l d t hem t he 
onl y way t hey coul d do t h i s i s t o go back i n a gr oup, t o 
wor k mut ual l y f or  t hei r  ex i s t enc e. Ot her wi se i t  wi l l  be a 
f a i l u r e . Ot her wi se, i f  t hey go back i ndi v i dual l y , t hey 
mi ght  as wel l  s t ay i n t he Uni t ed St at es . " l / 

How t hi s pr oposal  was r ecei ved by t he Resegr egat  i oni s t s 

i s not  known al t hough Ki r a hi msel f  admi t t ed t hat  t her e was 

cons i der abl e oppos i t i on tmxrfikffix and t hat  a br eak wi t h i n 

t he or gani zat i on mi ght  r es u l t . Ki r  a1 s c r i t i c s , among t hem 

Mr . Oi s h i , s t at ed t hat / i he i dea was good, but  s i nce Ki r a 

pr opssed i t , t hey knew he was doi ng i t  f or  hi s per sonal  

gai n and not  f ar  t he good of  t he peopl e. 

1/ i b i d . , Oc t . 23, 1944, pp . 3- 4. 
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Count r y ." The i nc r eas i ng s t r ess l ai d on nat i onal i sm i s 

ohvi  ous . The or gani zat i on had changed i t s ai m f r om t he st udy 

of  t he cul t ur e o f  J apan (Sokoku Kenkyu)t o t he ser v i ce of  J apan 

(Kok ok u) . The expl aat i  n of  t he change of  name gi ven by 

t he Resegr egat i oni s t s was t hat  af t er  t hei r  i n i t i a l  per i od of  

s t udy , t he boys wer e now r eady f or  s er v i c e. 

Af t er  t he c i rar t fct i on of  t he pet i t i on and t he adopt i on of  

t he new name t he nat i o nal i s t i c , exhi b i t  i oni s t  i c and ascet i c 

ac t i v i t i es of  t hsi i i mi mgml f oHt onf i i m  ̂

bot h t he adul t  and t he yout h gr oup wer e enor mousl y i n t ens i f i ed. 

Thi s pr ocess was somewhat  more appar ent  wi t h t he young men 

because t hey made f ar  more no i se and ±tae dr i l l ed v i gor ous l y 

ever y t a&x mor ni ng, r i s i ng l ong bef or e daybr eak , l a an or- erl  

«gf.ai  ^c d L , Mr . Yamashi t a was aui t e f r ank about  t he psycho l ogi cal  

ef f ec t  he and t he ot her J L l at er s wer e ai mi ng at  by encour agi ng 
A 

t hi s ear l y r i s i ng and st r enuous exer c i s i ng. Af t er  expl ai ni ng 

t hat  t hey young men wer e "pr epar i ng t hemsel ves phys i c al l y 

and ment al l y"so t hat  t hey coul d be ut i l i zed by<t he J apanese 

gover nment  " i f  t hey go on t he exchange bo at ", he added t hat  

h<u wau wel l  awavc t hat  i f  bl io young i mm"di l l l t a i n o t̂ n 

d ay l l c M "1+ ^ 11 r i r >f  l h * "f l "P l f l  much*. 
i< 

"f l hot  woni a hr  j un t �' r l  I  flfVt  j1 U U L I i l l l > L a a . � b y get t i ng 
up ear l y i n t he nor ni ng, by exer c i se and t r ai ni ng af t er  
wor shi ppi ng and pr ay i ng f or  v i c t or y and et er nal  l i f e f or  
our  i j ao an es e f  s o l di er s , t hese young peopl e can be deepl y 
i mpr essed.1* i  

C? He a ^b t̂ f f i b s i n c e t he so l di er s and c i v i l i ans of  J apan 

wer e maki ng gr eat  s ac r i f i c es , i t  behooved t he "t r ue J apanese1* 

i n Tul e Lake to gi ve up l uxur y andxBHBXfcft t ss: show t hemsel ves 

wi l l i ng f or  s ac r i f i c e a l s o , x f̂fiaizarfc "We must  do par al l el  t o 

what  our  br ot her s i n J apan ar e do i ng. " l / "J  

1 . R . Sankey , Not es . Oc t . 30, 1944, p . 3. 



CHAPTER VI  -  END 

HfflTOMI  MURDER � SHOCK - -  FEAR 

Begi nni ng o f  t r end f or  - peaoe and or der  xtefcx on par t  of  
ki t amxHxi nQBHt OTf l ar ge bl ue segment  of  popul at i on 

Ran concur r ent l y i n August  wi t h changi ng war  s i t uat i o n, 
exempl i f i cat i on -  conver sat i on wi t h Takeuchi  

Di d not  r each f i r s t  peak unt i l  over t  r es i s t ance t o 
l at e Sept ember  f cr asfc P et i t i o n . Ho s t i l i t y t o r eds . 

Second peak i n ear l y December  when i t  l ooked as i f  
pr essur e gr oup squel ched -  KK and Bur l i ng. 

Got  pol i cemen. 
Al so i ndi cat ed by popul ar  r eac t i ons t o gr eat  Resegr ega-

t i  n r umor  of  l at e J ul y and Augus t . 

END OF TREND WHI CH ASSSI STED RESEGREGAT10NI ST 
BEGI NNI NG OF TREND RUNNI NG COUNTER TO THEI R DESI RES 

Begi nni ng of  t a l k -  t r oubl e i n camp i s maki ng peopl e 
want  t o r el ocat e -  ±Bfcfcaxrcftx 
al so -  l o t ' s of  peopl e vrould go out  i f  t hey wer e' t  

a f r a i d of  what  peopl e vo ul d t hi nk , 
t i e i n wi t h war . 
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Co unt r y ." The i i /̂ r i as i ng s t r es s l ai d oil  nat i onal i s m i s 

obv i ous . The o r gani zat i on had changed i t s ai m f r om th< 

st udy o f  t he/c ul t ur e of  J apan (Sokdku Xenkyu) t o t he/ s er v i c e 

of  J apan i /Rokoku). The expl anat i on o f  t he ohange/x>f  name 

gi veb t he Res egr egat i oni s t e was t hat  af t er  t ê i r  i n i t i a l  

per i od o f  s t udy , t he boys / e r e now r eady f o /̂ s er v i c e .  ̂

I t  was al s o dur i ng t h i s per i od t hat  t he bozu 

sr t xBk&xi  or  as ho s t i l e r es i dent s came t o s a i l  i t  "t he shaved-

head" s t y l e of  hat t out i i * became obl i gat or y f or  t he member s of  

bot h t he Young Men's Or gani zat i on and f or  t he adul t  Sesegr e-

gat i o n i s t s . Thi s phenomenon f i r s t  mani f es t ed i t s e l f  i n 

mi d- Oct ober  when t he member s of  t he Young Men 's Or gani zat i on 

began t o adopt  i t . Dr . Opl er  r el at es t he f o l l owi ng i nc i dent  

whi ch occur ed ±nxifctoax|iKii±n)flt  when t he new s t y l e was i n i t i a t ed : 

" I n War d V I I  t hey (t he Young Men's Or gani zat i on) changed 
ha i r c u t . At  an eveni ng meet i ng i n t he War d, t he War d l eader  
. . announced t hat  ' I t  was des i r eabl e f or  a l l  J apanese yout h t o 
have ( t r ans . ) "Hal f - i nch c u t . " 1 . . . He asked how i&any wer e 
wi l l i n g . Of  al most  200 boys l i ned up af t er  mar chi ng exer c i s es , 
onl y about  t went y boys st eoped f or war d to s i gn i f y wi l l i ngnes s . 
I t  was t hen expl ai ned t hat  ' a l l  shoul d l ook l i ke t he yout h of  
J aoan t o d a y . ' . . � On Monday, t he Sokoku boys of  War d V I I  had 
'Hal f - i nc h c u t , ' a f ew o f  t he more Amer i cani zed l aughi ng at  
t hei r  own t r ans f o r mat i on." l / 

I t  i s pr obabl e t hat  t he mal es of  bot h o r gani zat i ons shaved 

t hei r  heads f or  t he i mpor t ant  December  8 cer emony (anni ver sar y 

of  Pear l  Har bo r ) . Byyft i i i a mAi wt , f ear  of  t he gr oup had become 

so s t r ong among t he geneaal  c es i dent s t hat  non- member s v t  

began t o adopt  i t  t o avo i d bei ng c al l ed "Un- J apanese". The 

J apanese Language School s al so encour aged t hi s hai r  s t ay l e and by 

mi d- Deoember  t he di f f er enc e i n appear ance of  t he aal e r es i dent s 

of  Tul e Lake was s t r i k i ng . Many of  t he n i s ei  gave way t o t he 

i / 
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pr essur e unwi l l i ngl y and f e l t  s i l l y and embar r ased. � Caucas i an 

school  t eacher s r epor t ed t hat  some of  t he hoys at t empt ed t o 

keep t hei r  hat s on i n school * 

QT h i s was , i n f ac t , t he begi nni ng of  a t r end of  l ooki mg and 

ac t i ng as J apanese as pos s i bl e. The behavi or  was cont ageous , 

and vfcen, i n t he mont hs t o f o l l o w, t he camp under went  a per i od 

of  gr eat  c r i s i s , t he phenomenon mani f est ed i t s el f  i n many and 

var i ed f o r ms . Par et t s I nduced t hei r  chi l dr en t o l eave t he 

f er vor  and i ngenui t y . The f o l l owi ng r eac t i on t o t he i nc r eas i ng 

pr essur e t o "l ook and behave l i ke a J apanese" was r ecei ved f r om 

a n i s ei  g i r l  wi t h a ver y Ame l e a n poi nt  o f  v i ew: 

"On Sunday mor ni ng t hey (t he Young Men's Or gani zat i on) 
c er t ai nl y make me mad. I t  i s n f t  t he mar chi ng or  t he Washo, 
i t ' s t hat  hor r i bl e of f - key bugl i ng. 

"Even t he mi l d Kokumi n Gakko (t he l eas t  r adi cal  of  t he 
J apanese Language School s ) -  t he boys have to d i p t hei r  hai r  
and t he gi r l s wear  p i gt ai l s and sk i r t s t wo i nches bel ow t hei r  
knees . My goodness , t h i s i s war  t i me. Wher e ar e t hey go i ng t o 
get  t he mat er i al ? Many of  t he k i ds ar e t hi nk i ng of  qui t t i ng 
( s c ho o l ) . They haven't  got  t he s k i r t s . They c an' t  wear  
makeup or  any t hi ng. They l ook l i ke ol d hags . " l / 

xSDiris nxns nttas nfet r xi  
The st at ement  by t h i s i nf or mant  was one of  t he f i r s t  

i ndi cat i ons t hat  t he g i r l s wer e al so bei ng dr awn intojtf  t he 

±XXK seemi ngl y i r r es i s t abl e t r end of  "l ook i ng J apanes e". L at er , 

t hi s movement  was to r each i t s most  exagger at ed devel opment  

R . Hankey, Not es . Dec . 13, 1944, pp . 1- 4. 

( I  r eal i ze t hat  t h i s and t he st at ement s 
above ar e c ont r adi c t o r y . The poi nt  whi ch 
I ' l l  c l ar i f y i s t hat  many compl i ed, but  t hey 
squawked l i k e ever yt hi ng when i t  was s a f e . ) 
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i n t he ffestotfedbB J oshi - dan t he women1 s mi l i t ant  Besegr ega-

t i oni s t  o r gani zat i on whi ch was f or mal l y or gani zed on 

J anuar y 8, 1945. 1/ 

1. r ef er ence i n f r a . 
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"Many now r egr et  s i gni ng t he pet i t i o n . They may have 
been af r a i d . . . I  t hi nk t hey shoul d have expl ai nsd i t  
so, t hor oughl y t hat  even a c hi l d coul d i M er st  and i t . Thei r  
at t i t ude was, 'Take i t  or  l eave i t . 1 I t  was t oo much of  a 
hi gh pr essur e gr oup." 

KXXX 

Mr . &K3C Oi s h i , however , s t r essed t hat  f ur Wi er  segr egat i on 

was i mper at i ve.±£ I f  t hi s wer e not  done, t he t r oubl e "wi l l  

come t o a head. The onl y ot her  way i s t o have t he Army 

cont i nual l y pat r ol  t he camp." He was al so agai ns t  segr egat i ng 

No- Nos f r om t he r epat r i at es : 

"Whoever  sai d No must  be cons i der ed as J apanese. � . t he 
onl y t hi ng we ask i s t hat  t hose who openl y sai d Yes be r emoved 
f r om t he camp. I t  may spl i t  t he f ami l i es . j tnanxEKi jpc A 
son may have sai d No and a f at her  Y es . . � Regar dl ess of  p /̂ 
whet her  i t  s p l i t s t he f ami l y or  no t , we want u(t he Yes- Yes) 

18- 19,37. ¡Out'J  1/ ^¿ j  ̂ ( 

Skx 

Mr s . Mat suda, one of  t he ac t i ve member s o f  t he pr essur e 

gr oup denounced t he "l o y al " t o Amer i ca and accused t hem 

of  comi ng t o Tul e Lake t o escape t he dr af t . She r epeat ed t he 

mar t yr  l i k e ai ms of  t he gr oup Mhi n̂j m̂i i i âdi gmsm î axm Q̂K 

t o whi ch t he gener al  popul at i on of  t he camp was so unr ecept i ve: 

"Si nc e we came her e we cal l  our sel ves t he r eal  expat r i at es 
and r epat r i at es seek i ng t o go back t o J apan and t oe wi t hj i er  
i n ever yt hi ng, wi n or  l o s e, as her  s ubj ec t s . . . We donl t  
car e whi ch wi ns or  l o s es . We'r e goi ng t o J apan�// Êxecscni f c: 
JS&xscxRjtfc "We c an ' t " act  l i k e t r ue J apanese subj ec t s Bbecause 

t her e ar e so many el ement s her e. " 
' <e-  v K ^c  ̂ rvs, "» 

"We mi ght  be gi ven a bad pl ace t o l i ve.We say (t o t he 
peopl e) woul d you go? They say, 'Y es , we ' l l  di e t her e as 

J apai © se 11 

"The guys who won't  say Yes t o t hi s ar e t he guys who 
ar e goi ng t o s t ay her el  

I t ' s not  our  bus i ness t o wor r y about  t he ot her  peopl e. . . 
They d i dn ' t  s t i ck up f or  us i n t he c r i s i s jfcsfenfcnxnppirexx 

(t he November  d i f f i c u l t i es and t he St at us quo v o t e) . 2/ 

1. i b i d . , p p . Ĵ  18- 19, 4t j t  
2. i b i d . , p p . -̂ 11 . 
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M6- 3 

Res i gnat i on of  Rever end f cgfefea: Tsuha. 

An i nt er es t i ng bat  mi nor  r i br  event  whi ch f o l l owed soon 

af t er  t he c i r c ul at i on of  t he Sept ember  pet i t i on was t he 

r es i gnat i on o f  Rever end Tsuha f r cm t he pos i t i on o f  *f c«x 

i ar a l eader  o f  t he Young Men's Or gani zat i on, i t ' s i nt er es t  

l i es c hi ef l y i n ±±r  i t s exempl i f i cat i on of  pet t y po l i t i c s 

wi t hi n t he i nner  c i r c l e of  t he Resegr egat i oni s t  l eader s . 

As ha  ̂ been ment i o ned n̂mi m Ti safe* sai d wel l  post ed i nf or mant s 

t ook t he pos i t i on as l eader  of  t he Y 0ung Men's Or gani zat i on 

because bot h Yamashi t av and Si r  a 3c awed bhi  , Li l l J  ±ni i umui>T**i< 

However , Tsuha was not  ar r es t ed and t he Young Men's Or gani za-

t i on pr oceeded wi t h not abl e s uc c es s . Ts uha's pr es t i ge and 

pr omi nence t hen became a t hr eat  t o Ki r a and Yamashi t a. Accor di ng 

t o i nf or mant s , a r umor  f cas t hen s t ar t ed t hat  Rever end Tsuha 

was havi ng i mmor al  r el at i ons wi t h Mr s . Mat suda. Obv i ous l y , 

sai d t he Res egr egat i oni s t s , a man o f  such char act er  shoul d 

not  be l eader  of  t he Young Men's Or gani zat i on.snnasa±xx 2/ 

Soon t her eaf t er , Tsuha r es i gned and Uc hi da, an exper t  j udo i s t , 

st r ong- ar m boy  ̂ and one of  t he member s of  t he itnxnadiQac 

Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee who had been det ai ned unt i l  August  19«4, 

t ook over  t he pos i t i on o f  dancho (c h i ef ) of  t he Young Men 's 

Or gani zat i on. 

BEGI NNI NG OF OVERTf  I NDI VI DUAL OPPOSI TI ON TO THE RES EGREGAT I ONI SES 

PRESSURE A 

Dur i ng ear l y Oc t ober , when i t  became appar ent  t hat  

t he Resegr egat i on Gr oup's pet i t i o n was not  meet i ng wi t h an 

ent hus i as t i c r ecept i on f r om t he r es i dent s as a whol e, an 

i ncr eas i ng n̂umb/er  of  r umor s o f  pr essur e and t hr eat s began to 

1 / See supr a, p . 
£/ R . HanHey, Not es . Mar . 6, 1945, p . 3. 
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be hear d. Yamaguchi , #10 was al r eady becomi ng known as 

an opDOSor  of  t he Resegr egat i oni s t s compl ai ned: 

"Now ever ybody i s get t i ng wi s e. I  don't  l i ke t he way t he 

Sokoku Kenkyu t emt enxnpi f i i f  (Young Men's Or gani zat i on) 
X 

0- 12- 6 t hr eat ens peo p l e. " 1/ 

A n i s ei  g i r l  r emar ked t hat  she knew t hat  t he peopl e wer e 

af r ai d o f  t he Kesegr egat i on Gr oup and t hat  she had hear d of  

sever al  mi nor  beat i ngs . When asked why t he Co l oni &l  Po l i c e 

di d not hi ng about  i t , she s ai d wi t h i mmense scor n, "They c an ' t  

0- g4- 3 do any t hi ng." 2/ 

t  Dr . Opl er  a l s o r ecor ded i nst ances of  pr essur e dur i ng t h i s 

per i od: 

" I  am t ol d f eel i ng r an so hi gi  i n War d V I I  t hat  t he voc al  
ant i - Sesegr egat i oni s t s or  r es i dent s o f  ' t ough bl ocks who 
r ef us ed t o s i gn wer e def i n i t el y on t he s po t . I n bl ock 73, t he 
bl ock nanager  was f or ced by publ i c opi ni on t o move qui et l y 
ot t  of  t kBxf ci nxk hi s bl ock and l at er  r es i gn; h i s secr et ar y 
di d l i k ewi s e. I n bl oc k 74, adj o i l gg i n War d t f l l , we l ear ned t hat  
one aged ant i - r esegr egat i oni s t  Has h i t  over  t he bac k of  t he 
head and knocked unconsc i ous (Oc t . 7) and when he came t o 
r emember ed t hat  t he wash- r oom had l ooked dar ker  t han usual  
when he went  i n . War d V I  al so had i t s wi t ch hunt s . 3/ 

The Ar l t aka- Abe Beat i ng 

 ̂ On t he ni ght  of  Oct ober  15, t hr ee el der l y i s s e i  r e't ur ni ng 

J *f \  f r om a r el i gi ous meet i ng wer e set  upon by a gang of  hal f  a 

J  . 7 f  dozen men. The as s ai l ant s used c l ubs and a hammer  and t he 

beat en men wer e i nj ur ed so sever el y t hat  t hey wer e hos pi t al i zed 

f or  sever al  days . 
v ^ / 

V w \  

> T 

/ V v 

1/ i b i d . . Oc t . 12, 1944, p . 6 . 
27 i b i d . , Oc t . 24, 1944, p . 3 . _ , _  ̂
5/ WRA7 Communi t y Anal y s i s , "Repor t  on Cent er  Tr ends , Oc t . 16, 

1944, p . 2. 
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and ahamr aej r and t he men wer  e\  b e a t  / \  
ver e r̂ V̂t hey wer e 

f t &xnaYJ Ui &i xi  hospi r̂ f i i zed f \ r  day * . 

w«ft-  cowar dl y i n t he .ext r eme  ̂ al i i 'uu I W t l i eeo men 

j Hg&e el &efc l yi i and t  Ke a"tftapker*sri  nt j mber««l  t± ve ©rs- «4« f�� Abe wa s 

a ver y s 1 i  gh �t  man, wei  ghi ng * 1t i  e mo(re t  haa. .�l QP s . 

f f i hee T h ^ ê a t e n men had r ef us ed 

p et i t i o n . i r̂ eov ?̂ 3 a. nee they/wer <̂ < i s s ei  of  g/o d i mput at i on 

many r es i dent s askeck t hem f o n 

s i gni ng / t # Sever al  cfc ŷs bef or e t he beat  

as s aul t ed men had made s Wec h es at  a r e] 
/ /  

of  t ne Sei cho- no- I ye sect  

agai ns t  

c 
The beat en men wer e member s of  a rtsl igio.'i .'.g sect  c al l ed 

Sel chi - no- I ye. l / Anl t al ca r naaMi ci i f oat i t og une oT t hese beat en 

WWM I'.hw r ender  m £!ie sec l̂  ijT'"'1 u l m j  uuhn " r ' n °qo,:ni 1t l n  ̂

w^̂  f l r > i nf or mant  o f  t he wr 1 L ar ! §  -  men had 

r ef us ed t o s i gn t he Resegr egat i on P et i t i o n . Si r e e t hey wer e 

i s s ei  of  good r eput at i on many r es i dent s had asked t hei r  

adv i ce about  s i gni ng and had been adv i sed agai ns t  i t . A f ew 
i û Ĉ t̂ y t Xj J f  

days bef o r e t he ŵn if-  nfl r , t aot eh* had par t i c i pat ed i n a meet i i g 

of  t he sec t  wher e t hey had made speeches c a l l i ng upon t he 

young men pr esent  t o behave t hemsei ves and not  engage i n 

r adi c al  ac t i v i t i es whi ch mi ght  meet  wi t h. admi ni s t r at i ve 

d i s appr o v al , i n h i s speech po i nt ed out  t hat  no t hi ng 

coul d be gai ned by maki ng t r oubl e and t hat  agi t at i on onl y 

1 / Sei cho- no- I ye i s a t aMki ŝi  c ul t  based on Buddhi s t i c t eac hi ngs 
wi t h a s t r ong emphasi s on t he power  of  heal i ng by £ a i t h . 
Some J apanese c al l  i t  "Chr i s t i an Sc i en t i s t " . 

¿ r  
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xhxnMgknax** br ought  s uf f er i ng upon t he women and c hi l dr en 

i n camp. He jaaJbttcfidbcHM exor t ed t he n i s e i  t o f o l l ow t he 

h±ghw. h i gher  i deal s of  J apan whi ch,Kmxr r mat anosni t̂ b̂l HKm±xx 

he s t at ed, wer e not  compat i bl e wi t h agi t at i o n or  t he na k i ng 

of  unr easonabl e demands . "Young men, behave y o ur s el v es , " 

he sai dTJ  (Check Mar ch, 1945 no t es , f o r  Abe' s i nf o r mat i on.) 

Ac c or di ng t o M r ^  ̂ t h i s speech and J s Ani st  Ar i t aka and 

Abe' s ot her  count er - pet i t i on ac t i v i t i es wer e r epor t ed t o 

t he xnaBgr t K headquar t er s o f  t he Re segr egat i on Gr oup and 

l ed di r ec t l y at t empt  t o s i l enc e t hem. 

Abe gave t he f o l l o wi ng ver bat i m account  of  t he beat i ng . 



105. 
UcM 

Abe1 s f r i ends , among whom ***** t he »omrftggftn s ant  i -

r esegr egat i oni s t  Mr . Oi s h i , i mmedi at el y pr oceded t o i nves t i gat e 

t he beat i ng, sr feannrxsx, mt h gr eat  caut i on and sec r ecy . They 

di scover ed t hat  t he at t ack had been engi neer ed by Ki r  a and was 

l ed by one of  hi s henchmen, a not or i ous r ad i c a l  named Sawada. 

When Oi shi  di scover ed t hat  h i s ol d enemy l i r a was behi n£ t he 

beat i ng he became, i n Abe's wor ds , "as mad as a bul l - dog". 

"He (Oi s h i ) came t o me i mmedi at el y t he next  day and sai d 
he' s goi ng t o k i l l  hi- fi  (K i r a) or  have hi s ar r  st ed because he 
knew ever yt hi ng what  he had done i n t he past  � I  t o l d hi m 
to be qui et  and see what  wi l l  happen i n a mont h or  t wo . 1* / 

Oi s hi  hi msel f  expl ai ned l at er  t hat  he was hel pl ess i n 

t he mat t er  . Though he had t he evi dence t o denounce Ki r a f or  

t he agi t at i on whi ch l ed up t o t he v i o l ence of  t he r i o t  i n 

f t x t he Manzanar  Cent er , hi s hands wer e t i ed because t he beat en 

men and t hei r  f ami l i es f ear ed t hat  i f  Ki r a wer e denounced t o 

t he aut ho r i t i es , nei t her  t hey nor  t hei r  f ami l i es woul d be 

saf e f r om t he vengeance of  hi s gang of  henchmen. 

Mr . Abe handl ed t he mat t er  hi msel f  and bo l dl y cont act ed 

t he Resegr egat i on Gr oup l eader s to make hi s pos i t i on c l ear  to 

t hem. A week af t er  he had been beat en he 

1/ i b i d . . Dec . 14, 1944, p . E . 
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at t empt ed to get  an i nt r oduct i on to Mr * Yamashi t a by t he use 

of  a go- bet ween* Xx I ns t ead, however , Yamashi t a and Ki r a sent  

t hr ee r epr esent at i ves t o see Abe* Abe ±n±dxf t kxxaxnxnxi i i x 

f r ank l y expr essed hi s vi ews t o t hese men t el l i ng t hem t hat  

i t  was t he dut y of  t he i s sei  i n camp to br i ng up t he ni s ei  

as upr i ght  J apanese and not  as agi t at or s * 

"I  t al ked wi t h them about  an hour  and a hal f * None of  
t hem coul d answer  wi t h one wor d of  pr ot est  t o my sayi ngs'* 
They ¿ust  adi d, «Yes , Yes '*"1 

A f ew day8 l at er  kx Abe c al l ed on Yamashi t a hi msel f V 

He t ol d hi m! 

" ^m goi ng t o J apan as you ar e but  your  opi ni on and mi ne 
do n' t  meet  on how we dhoul d behave i n t hi s camp* I  c an ' t  see 
not hi ng t hat  we gai n by maki ng t r oubl e her e*N Xnxnxaj cnxnxnf t xx 
KhxnXnx 

Abe t ol d Yamashi t a t hat  t he i s s ei  i n camp wer e ol d and 

coul d do l i t t l e f or  J apan. However , i f  t hey wer e t r ul y l oyal  

J apanese i t  was t hei r  dut y to br i ng up t he young ni s ei  accor di ng 

to t he hi ghest  J apanese i deal s i ns t ead of  l eadi ng them al ong 

t he pat h of  v i o l enc e. 
"He (Yamashi t a) sai d not  a wor d* He si mpl y c av i l l ed at  

det a i l s . I  t ol d hi m I 'm not  i nt er es t ed i n det ai l s *" 

Abe t hen i nf or med Yamashi t a t kaf cnt hxnxn Mt hat  t her e was 

a r umor  t o t he ef f ec t " t hat  he had been at t acked by member s of  

t he Young Mens Or gani zat i on. Yamashi t a appear ed gr eat l y 

shocked and s ai d, "We don' t  do anyt hi ng l i k e t hat '. Yamashi t a 

t hen as k ed Abe not  t o t el l  anyone t hat  he had cal l ed on hi m, 
or  mi  sunder st   ̂

l es t  Yamashi t a hi msel f  be suspect ec >̂y member s of  hi s own 

gsaupT 1 \  

O 1 M d ». * M a r # 1 7» 1 9 4 5 � PP* 2- 3f * 
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At t i t ude of  t he Admi ni s t r at i on 

j j Si nc e t he v i c t i ms r ef us ed to name t hei r  as sai l ant s or  

gi ve any desc r i pt i on of  t hem, t he Caucas i an I nt er nal  Secur i t y 

was abl e to accompl i sh not hi ng i n t hi s c as e. - Howct gb4* Kl r a 

was suspec t edj  brrt  t her e was no ev i denc e. The J apanese 

Co l oni al  Po l i c e r ef used to have anyt hi ng at  a l l  t o do wi t h t he 

caseTl  The J apanese pol i ce must  have suspect ed Ki r a s i nce he 

was r epor t ed t o have made an unmi st  akeabl e t hr eat  agai ns t  any-

one who opposed t he Resegr egat i on Gr oup at  a meet i ng hel d 

on Oct ober  

( I  have t o check t hi s wi t h no t es . 
Then, i f  I  f i nd i t , r ef er ence t o 
t hi s meet i ng must  be made s upr a. 
Ot her wi se cut  out  r ef er ence t  o 
t hr eat . Most  J apanese who l ai ew 
the scor e knew about  Ki r  a anyway by 
t hi s t i me. ) 

Ho wv er , not hi ng was done and Ki r a and hi s gr oup became nor e 

ar r ogant  t han ever . 

At t i t ude of  t he Peopl e 

Sur pr i s i ngl y f ew camp r es i dent s hear d of  t he beat i ng, 

whi ch was l ar gel y due t o t he f ac t  t hat  t he vi ct i ms t r i ed t o keep 

i t  as qui et  as pos s i bl e. A young n i s e i  g i r l  r emar ked: 

"We have hear d ver y l i t t l e about  i t . Ver y f ew peopl e seen 
t o know about  i t . Al l  we hear  i s j us t  t hat  t hey wer e agai ns t  
t he pet i t i on. They di dn f t  s i gn f or  i t . w S&sqi xmMnkB âmxDqi  
i nxBi UEi i xMi pdi i HBnt ni i i xx 1/ 

However , Mr s . Yamashi t a, t he wi f e o f  t he Resegr egat  i on i s t  

l eader , br ougi t  up t he subj ec t  and r emar ked t hat  anot her  i nu 

1/ i b i d . . Oc t . 23, 1944, p . 6 . 
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had been hi t  on t he head. "They beat  up t hr ee of  t hem but  t hey 

woul dn't  have beat en t he ot her  t wo i f  t hey hadn't  been a l o ng. " l / 

Mr s. Yamashi t a was t he dml y i nf or mant  who appr oved o f  t he beat -

i ng and cal l ed t he assaul t ed men i nu. 

p T h e publ i c r eao t i on t b t h i s beat i ng was i n st r ong 

cont r ast  t o t he sabt At Mexaf l ci i he at t i t udes expr essed i n May 

and J une, when t he ±hk cr aze of  i nu hat e r aged. To begi n m t h , 

t he s t or y di d not  spr ead t hr ough t he camp. When peopl e di d 

hear  of  i t  t hey spoke of  i t  wi t h r esent ment  and f ear . The 

f t Aauui  f or mer  power  of  t he Resegr egat i oni s t s t o i nh i bi t  t hei r  
* * * 

0pD0ser s by c al l i ng t hem dogs was &one. EIALy kupt  t o. t J HUF" 

r>i  a f i p n̂l  qnft , howpTTr i  f r r t  - Ht  ksnamEnt S: e f̂ i /̂ r oT f er egar ded 

as oppr essor s r at her  t han s av i o r s . I  



14. 

"Af t  r  a l l , we came her e (t o Tul e Lake) and I  don't  
t i i i nk i t  (r esegr egat i on) I s necessar y . We wer e segr egat ed 

once. Al l  who ar e her e ought  t o go back to J apan. 
Even i f  we~~signed t he pet i t i on, t hat  does n't  hel p us go 
back t o J apan." X X̂X 

He added, how v er , 

" I  t hi nk i t ' s bet t er  i f  t he l oyal  gr oup go out  so ths t  
we coul d st ay her e peac ef ul l y . Ot her wi se, ŵe don' t  get  
set t l ed down." 1/ 

A moder at e, i nt el l i gent  n i s ei  g i r l  expr essed 

al most  i dent i aal  sent i ment s : 

"We came her e f or  t he same r eason. . . . I  don't  t hi nk 
t her e i s any poi nt  i n separ at i ng No- Nos and r epat r i at es . . 
. . I  t hi nk t he Yes- Yes shoul d be t aken out  of  camp . . 
That 1s what  ever ybody i s s ay i ng." 2/ 

Fuj i mot ô vo i ced t he suspi c i on t hat  t he pet i t i on was 

a"r adi c al  goon- squad bus i nes s ". "TEJ ay ar e j ust  a mi nor i t y 

who f ee l  t hat  t hey have t o make a name f or  t hemsel ves 

so the y<11 b e honor ed when t hey get  back t o t he ol d 

c ount r y ." He st at ed t hat  he had i xgss i gnor ed t he pet i t i on 

because i t  had no o f f i c i a l  appr oval . He added, H0wever S 

"The onl y segr egat i on t he c o l oni s t s ar e i n f avor  of  
i f  t he s � pr egat i on of  t he Yes- Yes f r om t he No- Nos. The 
ma j o r i t y don't  car e i f  t her e' s any di s t i nc t i on f csfcmade 
at  al l  bet ween t he No- Nos and t he r epat r i at es . 3/ 

M. a n i s e i , who had t aken an act i ve par t  as member  

of  t he Dai hyo Sha Kai , di sappr oved st r ongl y of  t he 

gr oup whi cl | put  f or war d t he pet i t i o n . He f el t  t hey 

wer e showi ng of f  and caus i ng t r oubl e j ust  when t t el ga 
condi t i ons . 

i n camp v»ere begi nni ng t o i mpr ove: 

"They put xmf c a t hi ng l i k e t hat  out  and t hey ar e 
put t i ng peopl e agai ns t  each ot her . They j ust  mi x t he 
peopl e up! S t e M M m t o . . Why not  get  o r gani zed, ' 

1/ i b i d . , p . 22; 
2/  i b i d . , p . 16. 

i b i d . , p . 29. 
¥ / i b i d . , p . 
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had been hi t r  o n t he head. "T h e t̂ k a t  ap t hr ee j pft  t hem but  

t hey wo u Wl * t  l i kre beat en t h , / o t h e r i f  t l fey hadn' t  

been al /ng9
n l / Mr .̂ Yama ĥi t a was t he i nf or mant  who 

appr o /ed of  t he beat i ng  ̂ and c al l ed t he/menx i nn . 

EMI i f f i MEMECHBl MffMZX 

I N ORE AS ING ARROGANCE OF KI RA AND TSUHA -  WORRI ES OF OTHER 

R ES EG RE GAT I ON I S TS - - I NCREASI NG AL I ENATI ON OF GENERAL RESI DENTS 

On t he n i $i t  o f  Oct ober  21, t he Young Men's Or gani s at i on 

st aged a cer emoni al  i nduc t i on i n t he Bl oc k 84 mees ha l l  at  whi ch 

bot h Ki r  a and Yamashi t a s po k e. Two hundr ed new member s wer e 

i nduct ed and 800 per sons ar e s a i d t i r ai hax t o have at t ended 

t he meet i ng. 1/ The most  not ewor t hy par t  of  t he meet i ng wer e 

t he mddxaa±naAa:±et hr eat s ut t er ed by Mr . K i na. P o s s i bl y he 

was f l us hed M t h h i s success i n t he Ar i t aka- Abe beat i ng , f or  

h i s s t at ement s wer e SD shock i ng t o t he r es i dent s t hat  t he camp 

buzzed wi t h t hem f or  week s / af t er war d. 

1 / i b i d . . Oc t . 24, 1944, p . 3 . 



STATEMENT J  ̂ jHAgft, -  FEB. 28, 1945, p. 5. 

"i n mossha 11 8, Mr . Ishigami  statsd (i n l ate Ootober ) that  the 

or  gani zat  i on (Hokohi ) wasn't  for  Mr  . Wakayama and that  he di dn't  have 

anything to do wi th i t . And al so at  the meeting in bl ock 34 (Oct . 2l ?) 

Mr  . Taohibana stated that  the organi zat i on did ni t  bel ong to Wakayan»«H 



Ht  s BRTTOH" ON PAG- B WQ-  / ®  ̂ * 

Most  i nf or mant s di d xn±h*ngnj Dn*nhl zgxxa±mi &XHr t m£M l i t t l e 

mor e tlan hi nt  t kai mxnai Hx i n whi sper s t hat  somet hi ng dr eadf ul  

had been s ai d. IhKnatn*natixnfe&*a*manathiaxnan±nxi iKnxx Mr « 

however , s t at ed t hat  k® \  had i nc i t ed t he young men of  t he 

o r gani zat i on t o Vi o l enc e and pr omi sed t hat  i f  t hey shoul d 

get  i nt o &Bxnki f t nkaxxxi u£xx*knxgkn:f c)i &x; any t r oubl e t her eby , he 
Hi s 

woul d t ake car e of  t hem« lk«8pb<r&feGLtukeixcqA most  obj ec t i onabl e 

st at ement  appear s t o knxaxpxnxnxk have been a pr over b? Dai  no 

mush  ̂ wo t asuker u ni wa. sho no mushi  wo kor osanaker eba 
~ 1 

nar anu«" XJ j dpanese pr oker bs ar e ver y f l ex i b l e i n t hei r  
0 [yJ sj  ̂

i nt er pr et at i on* Thi s st at ement  was t r ans l at ed by  ̂ � ass "To 

hel p t he b i g shot s we have t o k i l l  t he smal l  guy s «"2 To t kxx 

most  of  t he r es i dent s t he conno t at i  on/\ *xxxi kxi  qui t e c l ear s 

t he i ns i gn i f i c ant  opponent s of  t he Besegr egat i on Gr oup cat t t  ar oused 
be put  out  of  t he w Thi s state me nt ŝ xxxx i  much di s appr o v al , 

yX n 

even among per sons who wer e not  t oa î cul ar  l y opposed t o t he 

pr essur e gr oupV At  t h i s meet i ng Ki r a al so pr oposed hi s pl an 

of  communal  c o l i n i z at i o n f or  t hose of  t he Tul e Lake r es i dent s 

who r et ur ned t o J apan under  t he aus pi c es of  t he Res egr e&at i on 

Gr oup, 3 / 

For  s ever al  weeks f o l l owi ng K i r a ' s spec t ac ul ar  t hr eat s 

t her e wer e i ndi c at i o ns t hat xeven t he ot her  Res egEEgat i oni s t  

l eader s had been SD al ar med by X i r a ' s bo l dnes s t hat  i t i ceyx 

t her e was danger  o f  a s p l i t  i n t he i nner  c i r c l e of  t he 

o r gani zat i o n, MxAiuaxaaai iKxaaa: When Ki r  a had f i n i s hed hi s 

speech at  t he Oot ober  21 meet i ng, t he more c aut i ous Yamashi t a 

ar ose and deni ed t hat  

1«T The l i t er a l  t r ans l at i on i s * " I n or der  t o hel p t he b i g 
, i ns ec t s i t  i s 

2« R[ Hankey , N< 

3« See s upr a. p . 

, i ns ec t s i t  i s necessar y t o k i l l  t he smal l  i nsect s«11 

2« R[ Hankey , Not es . Oct « 30, 1944, p . 4» 
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t hat  many peopl e,es pec i al l y f r om War d I I , o f̂ ec t ed t o t he 
pr o osal # I  have/hear d al so t hat  t hey ar e/s ay i ng t hat  Ki r ) 
i s doi ng t hi s f or  hi s own per sonal  s ef l i s &nes s . " 

E i r a t her eupon pr edi c t ed t hat  they'e mi ght  soon be 

s pl i t  wi t hi n t he Re segr egat i  on Gr oj r p. A x i z t i x i x gj  r aup 

whi ch ±t a not  wi t h "t o go back t oo J apan i mmedi at el y� mi ght  

breaj c  f tway and f or m axxx anowi er  f act i on'. 
/ / /  / WXi '̂ / M  ̂

/ Thi s r emar k may have b r̂en st i mul at ed by t he f act  t hay i «f t er s 

l i r a exor t ed t he young men to v i o l ence and pr omi sed t hem 

pr ot ec t i on, t he more caut i ous Yamashi t a a i /o se and deni ed t hat  
K i r a*s "gr oup", (h i s gang) was $ a par t  of  t he Resegr egat i on 

Group'» An i nf or mant  feho at t ended t he meet i ng s t at ed) 

"Then Yamashi t a st ood up next  and sai d, 'Our  gr oup i s not  
f or  v i o l enc e. Our  i dea i s not  t o do har m t o t he non- segr egant s . 
K i r a*s gr oup i s not  a member  of  our  gr oup.1" 

Mr « I shi gami , anot her  Resegr egat i on Gr oup l eader  i s 

al so r eput ed t o have made speeches i n whi ch he st at ed t hat  

K i r a1s gr oup was not  connect ed wi t h t he Res egr egat i oni s t s . 4  ̂

Mr  3/f, was/, gr at i f i ed at  t hi s addi t i onal  r umor  t hat  t her e 

was di s sent i on among t he Besegr eg&t i on gr oup. * 

1. I 4 i s i nt er es t i ng t hat  Ki r a put  f or war d t hi s pl an at  t he 
t i me when t he Resggr egat i on Gr oup was doi ng al l  i n i t s power  
to br anE Kai  and Kur at omi  as Com muni et s i n t he eyes of  
t he r es i dent s '. -

2 \ R [ Hankey, Not es , Oc t . 23, 19£4, ppV 3&4 7 
3$, i b i d . , Nov. 9, 1944, pp. 1- 2. 
4T i b i d . . F eb. 28, 1945, p . 57 
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He s t at ed: 

"T hei r  o r gani zat i on i s so wei l  f or med now, i t  may not  be 
so easy t o br eak . But  i f  i nt er nal  d i s s ent i o n t akes pl ace and 
t he o r gani zat i on i s sever el y c r i t i c i s ed (by t he peopl e) I  
t h i nk i t  wi l l  d i s band. The r es i dent s wi l l  l ose i n t er es t . " 

Whi l e admi t t i ng t hat  a f ac t i o nal  s p l i t  woul d not  cause t he 

f anat i c al  l eader s t o gi ve up , Oi s i h i  hel d t hat  a br eak woul d 

make t he r es i dent s l o s e t he r es pec t  of  t he peo p l e. Oi s h i  was 

by now so pr ovoked by t he Ar i t aka- Abe beat i ng and K i r a ' s 

i nc r eas i ng ar r ogance t hat  he began t o l i v e i n ho p  ̂ t hat  

t he r es i dent s woul d r i s e up agai ns t  t he oppr ess i on of  t he 

Resegr egat  i o n i s t s . He s t a t ed : 

"The peopl e of  t h i s camp must  choose i f  t hey want  suc h 
t er r or i sm t o exi s t  or  el s ext k ei t hey must ) cast  t he l eader  out . 
They (t he Resegr egat  i on i s t s ) ar e j us t  t r y i ng t o beat  t he 
peopl e i nt o l i n e . . . I f m af r ai d t her e1 s go i ng t o be 
s er i ous t r cubl e her e i f  t he peopl e don't  wake up and cast  
t hem out .1* 

When asked i f  he bel i eved t hat  t he camp r es i dent s had 

s u f f i c i ent  s p i r i t  l ef t  t o r i s e agai ns t  t he Resgfre gat i o n i s t s , 

Oi s i  r en l i edx t hat  t he J apanese wer e a peace- l ov i ng peopl e 

and &£sncx t hat  t hey det est ed t r o ub l e . I n t i me, he bel i eved 

t hat  t hey woul d make sl st and ¿ gai ns t  t he i nc r eas i ng pr es s ur e. 

He ended by bl ami ng t he admi ni s t r at i on f o r  i t s b l i ndnes s i n 

per mi t t i ng t he Res egr egat i oni s t s t o gacx cont i nue unchecked 

i n t hei r  pat h of  t er r o r i s m. He st at ed t hat  t he admi ni s t r a-

t i on aopar ent l y f ear ed t he Res egr  egat  i on i s t s and was wt r y i ng t o 

appease t hem t oo much." l / 

Thr eat s by Rever end Tsuha 

On Oct ober  22, Rever end Tsuha, f ct acgk del i ver ed a speech 

whi ch was al s o mar ked by vol ent  s t at ement s . Though Tsuha had 
« 

r es i gned f r om t he f r mf l Tr r gf r t p hi ghes t  pos*t i on i n t he Young Men's 

1 / i b i d . . Oc t . 23, 1944, pp . 5, 6 . * (M(J l y Oc t  p f \  
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Or gani zat i on, he s t i l l  t ook an act i ve par t  i n t hei r  ac t i v i t i es . 

He i s r epor t ed t o have s a i d , "Ther e ar e qui t e a number  of  

k i l l er s i n t hi s o r gani zat i on." 

For  t h i s st at ement  Tsuha was s t r ongl y c r i t i c i s ed by t he 

r es i dent s . Mr . Oi shi  expr essed t he peopl es1 gener al  sent i ment  

when he s a i d , " I  sever  expect ed t hat  f r om a p r i es t . " l / 

Accor di ng t o Dr . Opl er , Tsuha1 s speech al so uphel d t he East  

as s p i r i t ual i s t i c and denounced t he West  as mat er i al i s t i c . 

Tsuha al so pr ai sed Hi t der  f ar  havi ng caught  t he "l i gh t  of  

t he Eas t " and denounced t he J ews as "t he bl i ght  of  t he 

ear t h ". 2  ̂

1. i b i d . , p . 4 . 
2 . WRA, Communi t y Anal y s i s , "Week l y Repor t  on Cent er  T r ends ", 

Oc t . 27, 1944, p . 2 . 
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a f ew f l ay a t he /camp bua- aed n/wg - t t i at Tsuha 

dUr ^̂ -

[Xjl   ̂
had - ^^^ "̂T h p r e ar e qui t e a number /o f  k i l l e r s i n / h i s 

or gani zat i on/ 1* For  t M s st at ement  Tsuha was s t r ongl y 

c r i t i c i z e d / Mr . K . expr es s ed/ ĥe peopl es 1 g f̂ i er al  sent i ment  

when he s &i d : " I  never  expe/ t ed t hat  f r omy T̂ pr i es t .1* 1/ 

re- j  &r . Q î l er  

was 

K i r n j T " ! " f et e© Tl f f i nnt ; ,g + n/ftmftnfr  qno 

grnra rn t e Ml  i  oT* 

abl e t o pr oami i  

"Rever end Tsuha del i v er ed a co / i pi l cat ed, i f  not  
conf used l ec t ur e on Or i ent al  and Oc c i dent al  Va l ues . The 
audi ence-  was due t o be my s t i f i ed ynd dazz l ed and/ t he speaker  
apo l ogi zed a l l  t hr ough t he pr o.ceas of  dazzl emept f  t hat  he 
was yt apr epar ed and hadn ' t  o r gani sed t he l e c t ^e � r ea l l y . 
Som£ l i k ed i t , and some c M̂i l dn't  compr ehemK The Or i en t , 
he s a i d , was s p i r i t u a l i s t i c ; t he Oc c i den t  ma t e r i a l i s t c . / 

/The l at t er i s i nt er es t - i n such t h e o r i e s .  ̂ t he ' s t r uggl '̂ 
f o r  ex i s t enc e1 was p̂ar t  of  i t s 'get  a& much as you can1 

phi l os ophy . The West  bel i ev ed i n ijarni  v i dua 1 s t r uggl e; t he 
East  i n o r gani zed pr ogr es s . On l v / Hi t l er  ( i ) had b5en abl e 
t o c at c h t h e l̂ g h t  o f  t he Eas t  and t h i nk i n t er ms /o f  gr oup, 
nat i o n , et C4 Y es , t he J ews W e t he bl i ght  of  t jae ear t h -
-  f o r  s ever al  par agr aphs . Tt fe Or i ent  bel i evedJ L n gr oup 
consc i ej zt e, based on a f ami uy c o ns c i enc e. Hi t / l er , of  c our s e, 
bor r owed t he Ar yan myt h and t he i dea o f  nat i j et ibal  c ons c i ous nes s 
f r om/t he bus hi  do o f  i K 
s t at e al s o came f r om 
aria we must  t r a i n 

t he J apanes e. P l at o ' s war r i or - k i ng 
i ie E as t . T hus , o r i ent al s ar  p̂ h i l o s o p h er s 
t he s t a t e . " 2/ ] /_. ^  ̂

On t he same day Rever end Tsuha del i v er ed anot her  s p eec h an d 
made an accusat i on whi ch ar oused t he anger  of  t he r es i dent s of  

War d V I I . Mr s . Yamaguchi , one o f  t he r es i dent s of  War d V I I , 

t o l d t he s t o r y : 

"Rever end Tsuha made a ver y unr easonabl e st at ement  about  
t he War d V I I  t eac her s . Rever end Tsuha aai d i n h i s ser mon 
l as t  Sunday t hat  a c er t ai n t eacher  i n her e s ai d t hat  t he 
at t ac k J apan made on Pear l  Har bor  was r i d i c u l o us . He s ai d 
t hat  i f  t hat  t eacher  s ai d such a t h i ng, t hey ought  t o knock 
hi m down or  k i l l  h i m. 

"The peopl e i n War d V I I  got  ver y angr y and aj &ed t he . 
p r i nc i pal  i f  any t eacher  feai d such a t h i ng. No t eacher  
d i d . The t eacher s ar e ver y angr y . When t hey go back t o 
J apan, i f  anybody t hi nks t hat  one of  t hem s ai d such a 
t hi ng i t  wi l l  be t er r i b l e f or  f l i hem. 

1/ i b i d . 
V j  0£ . c i t . , p . 5 . 
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XXSÍ  2¡X£sXXX2£ 

v 

[Thy 
WI  know t hat  t hey âr e pl anni ng t o t ake smme dr as t i c 

s t eps . They wi l l  pr obabl y r es i gn. They hade hel d o f f  
f or  a f ew days because one of  t he t eacher s i n War d V I I  
di ed and t hey ar e wai t i ng f or  af t er  hi s f uner al ,\ \  

f ever end TsuJ at fVsai d t hi s at  the><Ward V I I  chur ch 

t o hi m 
you 

.i d 

My hus 
say sruch a/ ĥ i ngj  
But y Rev ênd Tsuh 
I  héa â t hat  t he Aead 
be/fcpme ver y wor r j  
i ^a good f r i end¿¿F Geor ge's 

r, ' Why jártd 
vi der f ce, J i f̂' s 

onj fy wi fat  he Ai ad K̂ear d, 
t he/ r e v e r é i s (Buddni x̂) has 

out  i t . Thaj r s Mr . Ni s t l kawa who 

Tsuha, however , apol ogi zed f or  t he st at ement  and t he 

mat t er  was dr opped. Never t hel es s , he i wr a/not  f or gi ven 

by t he WAr d V I I  r es i dent s .A Rever end Tsuha1s st at ement  

about  k i l l er s al so caused some per t ur bat i on among t he 

Resegr egat i on Gr oup's l eader s . A f ew days af t er , i t  

t hat  Rever end' was made, Mr s . Mat si  

Tsuha had been maki ng some st at ement s i n f un and t hat  

f oo l i s h peopl e wer e t ak i ng t hem s er i ous l y . 

THE KNI F I NG I N MANZANAR SECTI ON i  

On Oct ober  30t h, Sawada, Wgi lea âwa.1 s r i ght  hand man, 

c r edi t ed 1~ij  Imimnti  I nf nr mMi t m wi t h bei ng t he l eader  

of  t he gr oup whi ch beat  Hi t omi 1s br o t her , Mor i mot o, Ar i t aka 

and Abe, and sever al  ot her  men, kni f ed t he son of  a man 

who, t hough a Res egr egat i oni s t , was v̂er y hos t i l e t o I w w t  

Wt ^s ^s ^T ; ' ' ^^! ! ^  ̂ nnri  t r i al  wl i iuLi  i l fel l owed gttVfe 
y I  wy^̂jiL,.. - mi  ''»- f  _ j  ' A 

'J m̂yf t i i i  and TBEnashi t a t he oppefr  t un i  t  y t e pr ove t hat  y 

1/ i b i d . , Oc t . 25, 1944, p . 1. 
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Mr . Noyes , t he P r o j ec t  At t or ney s t at ed t hat  mt  t he pr el i mi nar y 
f hxnBst axnxBxpxBXBXi xaxaXnf chxnt n âi y 'j .ndi cat ed t hat  i kxxx 

j cnxngnxBx x̂axnHgxx t he v i c t i m and two ot her  young men xkxx 

wer e on t hei r  way t o J apanese sfehool  i n t he eveni ng when t hey 
Sawada and anot her  i s s ei  ur i nat i ng* 

passedNt xxnt &xal nxBXnxXXnsx Accor di ng t o t he "byys one of  t he 

o l der  men cal  l ed an i ns ul t  t o t hem. One of  t hei hoys t ur ned 

and made f or  t hem. Ki l xnfni axdxnkBtBdknfcnxi i Bi dfcnkfcmnkaxkx 
Sawada 

Wor ds wer e exchanged wher eupon f̂ckxxtxxxi  duddenl y dr ew a 

k n i f e and s l ashed  ̂t he young men ac r oss t he ±BB9±axnx t empl e, 

sever i ng an ar t er y . The v i c t i ms 1 f r i ends s t at ed t hat  ixxdfc 

Sawada dr ew t he k n i f e so f as t  t hat  t hey di d not  see i t '. 

Mr . Noyes added t hat  t he I nt er nal  Sec ur i t y di d not j  s eem 

eager  t o handl e t he case and t hat  i t  was r umor ed t hat  Sawada 

was a f r i end of  Mr . Yamashi t a. Woyes, however , f e l t  sur e t hat  
yi  � 

t her e wer e no po l i t i c a l  i mpl i c at i ons t o t he c a s e i  I I l  al #o 

n RITI 1 N * iti  1 � ti l ni t  t i l vr r  i f i l  à t ee pr  T r r A f- rorn Saw&i àa ŝ bi e>ck 

i n-  t he f or m o f  a p e t i t  i o n e x t o l l i n g i l l  q char - act  e r . 

i f t snMR t oamxi i aca yxi <mxmi i kxa&nW&&l i ai  Majsibsjaxista pBtd.i ed.nHx 

. Ŵf l .i f l  ha.J  t- nr.r.r>H t n thft  r.mint.̂ r  Un t h run* U l i .j . Lhe 

m&t tea? " a£ t he hands a�Gh- fciie m.Ul . l uu croa£d- ~do 
ÔX "fvvyj  

nn p mi É L j l  ̂ I t  shoul d "be ment i oned t hat t̂ he admi ni s t r at i on 

¿tax Mi nxmKmxM^̂  |&SBfflk±H 

had no knowl edge of  Sawada13 pos s i bl e c onnec t i on wi t ht he 
pr e- Hi t omi  or  t he A r i t aka- Abe êa t i ngs . » 

O u ^-  , , 
Mr.fcfck and Mr . Abe s t at ed t hat  t he beat i ng was connect ed 

wi t h t he Re segr egat i on Gr oup and t hat  t he yo ng mai  had been 

at t acked because a l  Kàxandi at ai nkèusr U&ahhni m of  t xhe ho s t i l i t y 

O UdM î  
bet ween h i s f at her  and K i r a . wxxxi xi i î at y  ̂ po i nt ed out  

1 . P r obabl y nei t her  of  t he boys car ed or l d ar ed t o admi t  t hat  
t hey saw t he k n i f e . 

2 . i b i d . , Nov . 1, 1944 , pp . 2- 3. 
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t hat  K i r a»s I nc i t i ng speeches hadyp- ed t o v i o l ence xh±ohx f r om 
- t X̂ i ^ w ^ ^ u w  ̂ >V 

an±d«nt t i i ynKwhi ch h© was ev i dent l y not  abl e t o shi el d h i s 

f o l l ower » He added: 

"The J apanese I nt er nal  Sec ur i t y i s af r ai d i t  wi l l  be beat en 
up . I f  t her e wer e no or gani zat i on (Resegr egat i on Gr oup) t hey 
mi ght  have spoken t hei r  mi nd» The man (Sawada) i s a f anat i c al  
suppor t er  of  t he Sokul l  Kikoki fc (Resegr egat i on Gr oup) . Now i f  
h e ' s r el eased, Yamashi t a and 'Ki r a wi l l  f eel  so pr oud t hat  
doubt l ess t hey wi l l  do somet hi ng r eal l y s er i o us ." 1/ 

l a x mn s b c 

However , t he v i c t i m gave i aanxi mnj ei Kni mx l es s i nc r i mi nat i hg 

t est i mony ever y t i me he t es t i f i ed and at  t he f i nal  t r i al  

asked f o r  c l emency f or  Sawada. /\ Sawada j U&sca&er e r ecei ved 

onl y a sent ence of  90 days . Mr . N0y es st at ed t hat  t he 

¿f l t ai xl H» l i ght  sent ence was. t he r esul t  of  t he nat ur e of  t he 

ev i denc e, the age of  Sawada, who was i n h i s l at e s i x t i es , and 

t he f ac t  t hat  Sawada f s past  r ecor d was c l ear . Yamashi t a 

came t o see Mr . N0y es ±HX sever al  t i mes i n Mr . Sawada's 

behal f  and % wi t h seger al  ot her  J apanese f r i ends accompani ed 

hi m t o t he t mi i x t r i a l  i n Al t ur as . However , he at t empt ed t o 

gi ve t he i mpr essi on t hat  he was not  a per son f r i end of  t he 

def endant 's but  t hat  he was mer el y an i nt er medi ar y . Accor di ng 

t o Noyes : 

"Yamashi t a and Sawada ra de a pl edge i n open cour t  t hat  
what  t he def endant  di d was bad, t hat  he woul d no t d r i nk anymor e 
and t hat  he woul d not  do t hi s act  aga i n . " 2/ 

J i ĵCEKsnKn n̂dtibenppo fenfcsj t  

Af t er  t he t r i a l , however , M r . Noyes sai d he was di sappoi nt  

because he had hea d t hat "Yamashi t a and t he ot her s ar e goi ng 

ar ound beat i ng t hei r  chest s and sayi ng, ! I  di d i t  a l l . 1 " 

Sever al  evacuee i nf or mant s cor r obor at ed t h i s . 
1 / i b i d . , Nov. 6, 1944, p . 3 . 
2/ T bT g. , Nov. 7, 1944, pp . 2- 4. 
f f i x&bi auyx 
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CLI MAX OF I NDI VI DUAL OPPOSI TI ON TO THE R ESEGREGAT I ON GROUP � 

OI SHI  AND KI RA CBMK TO GRI PS 

Dur i ng l at e Oct ober  and November , af t er  t he Ar i t aka- Abe 

beat i ng and t he k ni f i ng by Sawada, t he anxi et y and r esent ment  

of  t he i ndi v i dual  opponent s o f  t he Res egr egat i on Gr oup i nc r eased 

mar kedl y. I ndi v i dual s l i k e Oi shi  and Yaai aguchi , havi ng kept  
as 

t hemsel ves /wel l  i nf or med as poss i bl e on t he ac t i v i t i es of  t he 

Resegr egat i on Gr oup's l eader s , wer e convi nced t hat  t he Ar i t aka-

Abe beat i ng and t he k ni f i ng by Sawada wer e engi neer ed by Ki r a 

to s i l ence oppos i t i on. Mr s . Yamaguchi  bean t o be ver y ner vous 

over  t he pl i ght  of  her  husband who was wel l  known f or  h i s 

di sappr oval  o f  t he Resegr egat i on Gr oup. 1/ 

I n l at e Oc t ober , Mr . Oi s M ' s f r i ends began t o pi ck up 

hi nt s t hat  K i r a had deter i hl i aed on ac t i on ar i med at  put t i ng t he 

camp i nt o an upr oar . 

Accor di ng t o one of  K i r a ' s henchmen, hi s pl an was t o beat  up 

t wel ve i nu (opposer s of  t he Resegr egat i on Gr oup) i n one ni ght  

and s i mul t aneous l y pr esent  a pet i t i on t o Mr . Myer , s i gned by 

t he t housands of  nomi nal  memhers of  t he Resegr egat i on Gr oup, 

ask i ng f or  t he r emoval  of  Mr . Bes t . Zj  I f  Ki r a d i d cont empl at e 

t h i s p l an , he was ev i dent l y r el y i ng on t he s t r ong pr obabi l i t y 

t hat  an i nc i dent  of  t hi s magni t ude woul d get  newspaper  publ i c i t y 

and woul d embar r ass t he WRA gr eat l y . Consequent l y , Mr . Best  
mi ght  be f or ced to r es i gn . 

Mr . Oi s h i , however , was i nf br med of  t h i s pl an by f r i ends . 

2! L o o  ̂ t hi s up i n not es i n Ber k el ey . 
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Mr . Nakao, who s i gned t he pet et i on was i n an ext r emel y 

conf used st at e and kept  r epeat i ng i n an al most  i ncoher ent  

f as hi on t he chi ef  ar gument s of  t he pr essur e gr oup. As *hi s 

chi nchi ng r eason f o r  s i gni ng, he s t at ed, "We want  t o "be 

separ at ed from-  t he x&tuazucx i nus .# At  a l at er  i nt er v i ew he 

wa<E> asked i f  he t hought  segr egat i on shoul d he c ar r i ed t o t he 

poi nt  of  separ at i ng f ami l i es . He coul d not  st omach t hi s 

and suggest ed t hat  i n such cases , t he Yes- Yes member  of  t he 

f ami l y shoul d be cons i der ed t he same as a r epat r i at e, l / 

Many i nf or mant s who did-  not  s i gn t he pet i t i on wer e 

cont ac t ed. Mr . Okamot o, who had pr ev i ous l y vot edagai nst  

t he s t at us quo s t at e! 



(  

' / 3a � r  j  > i > 
xa±mxmXa*a±mHat B*gki bxf exm*akaxaxpxaxi t i Bxmxgxi i i Ba  ̂

±xaxiiuca±teamiiiBv±gtmsAiZAx tkxx Xaxfcxgx ¡ i WSW./ di d not  under es t i mat e 

h i s per sonal  danger . He pr oceded t o r a l l y h i s f r i ends and t hen 

sent  a message t o K i r a "by a go- bet ween t hat  i f  K i r a c ar r i ed 

out  h i s p l an, he, Mr r l̂ g ŵ oul d denounc e! hi m t o t he FBI  � As 

has been exp l ai ned pr ev i ous l y ¡̂J p j p f̂ cossessed t he ev i dence of  

K i r a1 8 xnmpi l ixtkj ixi ixnik« gui l t  i n xk±nxixgxi i ?ni i i xxxj tk« 

xjhaj&aaisax i nc i t i ng t hel vi ol ence i nt he Manzanar  i nc i dent  and 

had never  r eveal ed t hi s t o t he aut hor i t i es ' . Thi s and ot her  
Q 

i nc r i mi nat i ng dat a on K i r a , wr i t t en up and XBX&XAS 

gi ven t'o a f r i end i n Tul e Lake and xxxi  t o a f r i end i n 
> /¡j l /̂ .̂ of  

Manzanar  wi t h t he under s t andi ng t hat  i f t o . wer e k̂ i l l ed kx 

xnxikdt  t hey wer e t o send t he mat er i al  t o t he FBI  
RN 

had t he 

go- bet ween t el l  K i r a t h i s . ShBnxaxi i x&xpxt kBKaxBmt XBxnX&xnf r xa 

Kfcxaxaxft i ar i t raxaxXxx I h i i M c t  day t wo emi ssar i es f r om K i r a 

c al l ed on Hi  A i kxaxmmBxmxtoiBm|i ta±miaxi i xaxi i i xmx4i t iaxl f i xmxibxiM:nq5̂  

±mxmsni $ax t ol d t hem: 

&i ixdLBdi±ax)faKmBi|»a±£xihxm£foK 

" I  mi ght  be at t ac ked and k i l l ed , but  i n t he meant i me I  
mi ght  k i l l  a coupl e of  y ou. I  dedi cat e mysel f  t o t he j us t i c e 
and wel f ar e of  t he camp. Xhxt f cax&kx. � � When Abe and Ar i at ak a 
wer e at t ac k ed, I  was r eady t o puni sh K i r a , but  at  t hei r  r eques t  
I  wi t hhel d. But  now I  am r o ady ." 

i  

TkBXBBXXBX 
K i r a*s emi ssar i es at t empt ed t o r eason wi t h ^^s t a t i n g , 

"As l ong as we l et  you al ong you s houl dn' t  mi nd what  
happens- i n camp." ' 

Thi s t wa g h t ^g . t o t he poi nt  of  f u r $. He t her upon 

i ni dxt kanxaxnangBmsx j mxhsi bxaBax gave kbxmkmxihxi ixmxfLxIi idrft  
� C U ' Â t L AA-  ̂

W*m\ t he l ong hi s t o r y of  K i r a ' s cr i mes ircatejar  huipwi nnm and 

r ei t er at ed t hat  i f  K i r a aadt axnxaxaxnx commi t ed one mor e ac t  

II  i r  

M I M i l  



kxxx of  v i o l enc e he woul d denounce hi m  ̂ I f y ^X / a l s o pr ot ec t ed 

hi msel f  by c aAt ac t i ng one of  X i r a 1s l f c i ut enant s , a young man 
ouu 

who owed ^  ̂ an obl i gat i on i ncur r ed i n pr e- evaoat i on t i mes» 

Thi s young man s t at ed t hat  he woul d s ac r i f i c e h i s l i f e bef o r e 

he woul d t aJ cax&Kpx&Bt i nxnx par t i c i pat e i n any agt i on agai ns t  
Ol a*** 

A f ew days af t er  t hi s i nt er v i ew bet ween l i r a ' s go- bet weens 
© u  ̂ � / 

and £fcf \ Iakaj camxx, about  whi ch, of  cour se, no i  one but  J ŝ C t̂ � ' 

i nt i mat es had any knowl edge, Mi i xmXtoxaxaxi axmx®«dj a*ka*mkaxi ai Di x 

t he r umor  spr ead t hr ough camp t hat  Mr . K i r a had r es i gned hi s 

pos i t i on of  adv i sor  t o t he Resegr egat i on Gr oup« When 

ques t i oned about  t h i s , t he Mat sudas , rj fciTl  ar dent  Resegr ega-

t i o n i s t s , l ooked embar r assed and aa i d , "We l l , h e ! s been s i c k . " 2 

I t  i s , o f  c o ur s e, i mposs i bl e t o det er mi ne whet her  Oi s hi  

was r es pons i bl e f ar  K i r a ' s r es i gnat i o n . However , dat a i ndi c at es 

t hat  bef or e t hi s c l as h , i k x K i r a ' s gang was p l anni ng an 

i nc r eas i ng number  o f  beat i ngs and af t er  i t  t ook p l ac e , no one 

el s e was beat en . r e S i d a n t  s,xmi mK knew not hi ng of  t hi s 

mat t er  bet ween Oi s h i  and K i r a and c ons equent l y , oont i nued t o 

f ear  t he power  o f  hi s gaai gx "bo y s " � 

L> \ J kAj  P  ̂ � j  f -  v > 
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RESI DENTS' REACTI ON TO I NCREASI NGLY AGGRESSI VE AND 

NATI ONALI STI C POLI CY OF RESEGREGATI ON GROUP 
, . *, > » . 

Whi l e t he r adi c al  st at ement s of  t he l eader s of  t he 

Besegr egat i on Gr oup caused much scandal i zed whi sper i ng among 

t he camp r es i dent s , t her e w ŝ no i ndi c at i on t hat  t he l ar ge 

mass of  non- member s had any i nt ent i on o f  doi ng anyt hi ng about  

i t . Though K i r a ' s gang was becomi ng i nc r eas i ngl y f ear ed, 

out - and- out  s us pi c i on t hat  he had engi neer ed t he beat i ngs was 

hel d by onl y a handf ul  o f  per sons who wer e c ar ef ul  not  t o 

publ i c i ze t he mat t er . Never t hel ess , t he or di nar y r es i dent s 

became i nc r eas i ngl y anxi ous and wsr r i ed over  t he gr owi ng 

voc i f er ousness of  t he Resegr egat i on Gr oup but  t hey wer e ver y 

t far eful  t o whom t hey expr essed t hei r  di sappr obat i on. 

The changi ng at t i t ude of  per sons who had pr ev i ous l y been 

neut r al  but  wer e now begi nni ng t o expr ess di sappr oval  was wel l  

exempl i f i ed i n a st at ement  made by Mi ss F uj i mot o . She 

r emar ked t hat  she t hought  t her e wer e t wo gr oups o f  peopl e i n 

camp, t he st r ong suppor t er s of  t he Resegr egat i on Gr oup and 

t he r es t  o f  t he peopl e "who don't  c ar e". She di d not  t hi nk 

t hat  t her e was any gr oup opposi ng t he Resegr egat i oni s t s 

because nobody dar ed t o "t a l k about  i t " . She expl ai ned t he 

manner  i n whi ch t he Resegr egat  i on Gr oup gai ned conver t s : 

"The way i t  seems to me, one or  t r o peop&e i n a bl ock 
s t ar t  i t  and t hey pul l  t he ot her s i h . I n t h i s bl ook we don't  
even hear  about  i t , but  some bl ocks t hey ' r e ver y s t r ong." 1/ 

1 . i b i d . , Nov . 1, 1944, pp . 3- 4 
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J cncnzdl m ẑi t nxBz&xf i f f tBnJ baxi i xfBnm&xts x̂l LkaxHi i aKDi i x 

Accor di ng t o Dr . Opl er , Tsuha1s speech ûphel d t he l as t  as 

s p i r i t ual i s t i c and denounced t hv Vest  as mat er i al i s t i c . He 

al so pr ai sed Hi t l er  f or  havi ng caught  t he "l i gh t  of  t he Bast 11 

and denounced t he J ews as "t he bl i ght  of  t he ear t h"V 2\  

.Hi  
¡2/ ou. c i t . . p . 5' 
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gmjmanxttt ftxmxpra x&kamaibgmimxraEjexffisaiEmxtoHiasmfiBiyftgmxajkmaiix 
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«pEnKi á̂nxnfnt hBnSBXBgnxgxAi nxnf t nanj f f i xni nxdBXi xx 

Peoi l eB React i ons to j f i i cr easi ngl y y i o l ent  pol i cy f  Re segr ega» 

m Gr oup 

Whi l e t he r adi cal  at at ement s of  t he l e i der s of  t he 

Resegr eat i on Gj fcup caused much scandal i ûd whi sper i ng among 

t he gamp r es i dent s , anxnat ahl axhaat t : gc t her e was np 

i ndi cat i  on A h a t  t he l ar  ge mass of  

of  l ai i i yfg en »he ¿j »'wiiy'- wv/ L̂oi n /̂anythi ng about  i t * Th< 

KQsni aassni nxgx st r ong s us p i c y n t hat  Ki r a had feBanxl  

eng n̂i er ed t he heat i ngs was j £noaanon&pc&onanhaBdf r z£nol l c hel d 

onl y a handf ul  of  p e r s i s t  who wer e c ar ef uj / ô t  to 
r C ^U o j  

publ i c i ze t he mat t er * J hBni sn±fcxaKj J xnEB±dBjAx /\  The or di nar y 

r es i dent s "became i nc r /as i ngl y anxi ous aj m wor r i ed over  t he, 

gxaxxt  gr owi ng voc l /er ousness of  t he ês egr egat i on Gr o uy but  

t hey wer e vef y c a/ef ul  t o whom t hey expr essed t hi s aj /xi et y. 

 ̂ JL. 

n Ot i t r i ght  ppoosi t i on appear ed to be gi ven onl y by i ndi v i dual s 
0 

l i ke Mr ./f c, smal l  or gani zat i ons l i ke t he sect  to whi ch 

Ar i t aka and Abe bel onged and t he mufch l ar  ger f̂abJ t i on^7 l ed 

by *m*inkUmm**mm± Kai  and Kur at omi '. The Kai  - Kur at omi J  gr oup, 

however , was keepi ng ver y qui et  t hr ough Oct ober  and November  
of  1944V 

, IhananJ tBBnanixBXfkajEaxhx 

Never t hel ess , t her e ar e some s i gni f i cant  dat a t hat  t he 

per sons who had been mi sl ed by t he ai ms of  t he Resegr egat i oni s t s 

wer e begi nni ng to r egr et  t hei r  member shi p i n t he gr oup. Onl y 

one case can be c i t ed her e, t hat  of  Mr . Okamot o, t he conser va-

t i ve Bl ock Manager « f t nxMxaankax Af t er  t he c el ebr at i on  ̂

of  t he Mei .i i  Set su. t he bi r t hday of  t he Emper or  Mei j i  whi ch 
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f a l l s on November  3, Mr * Okamot o s t at ed t hat  he had not  

at t ended t he cer emony sponsor ed by t he Bes egr egat i on Gr oup 

but  hadj c I ns t ead gone t o t hat  gi ven by t he £a?axaxa l ar ges t  

J apanese Language School '« Symwt  Ife had been an ent hus i as t i c 

member  a f ew weeks b e f o r e ^M e Bal i  ohf i ngo of  'afrfr i fruAe. i s 

Bbgr r t f l eant � When asked why he had not  at t ended t he Kaxnxtxm̂ p- nx 

KBXBBnxpxnf Bes egr egat i oni st xkxxaxx cer emony, he s t at ed: 

WI  t r y t o avo i d ever y t hi ng. I  hav en' t  gone t o t he 
meet i ngs . I  t ol d t hem, * I f  I  s t ay i n your  c l ub I  have t o 
qui t  my J n1i  * ? T li  t  � i  n 111 naTj  n I  i  lm * i  ~ti  11 <rx 11 it~ nriy nrrnrfl  j  
I  j us t  put  down my hame, but  I  do n ' t  go t o t he meet i ngs'« 

# 
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" I ' m af r ai d i f  t hat  o r gani zat i on goes on as i t  i s , i t  
wi l l  get  i nvol ved i n more po l i t i c s . T hat ' s why I 'm a f r a i d . " 

At  t he Rel ocat i on Cent er s and. dar i ng t he Oot ober - Kovember  

1943 c r i s i s at  Tul e Lake to become i nvol ved i n po l i t i c s 

meant  "agi t at i on" and br ought  i nt er nment  i n BanTa Fe or  Leupp 

or  f ct ocnaet a® at  Tul e Lake , i nxi l i i nxBi raakai tacx i mpr i sonment  i n 

t he st ockade* Okamot o di d not  des i r e t h i s f a t e . He went  on 

t o l i s t  h i s obj ec t i on t o t he Resegr  gat i oni s t s * or gani zat i ons 

s t at i ng t ha f t he/ / o r gan i s at i o n «acx i s br eak i ng f r om t he i ns i de 

because o f . .d i f f er enc es . .and f r i o t i on. .among t he member s}" 

and' spoke oaut i ous l y of  t he t ough, har d and s t i f f  boys jfff  

t he Manzanar  s eo t i on. 

"F r ank l y , I  mysel f  am bei ng awf ul  c ar ef ul  of  t hose boys* 
They do somet hi ng ver y ext r eme, so I  j ust  k i nd of  t ake more 
oar ef ul  st en- " 

He t hen/\ 6Mpi 'cooed t ho wi despr ead def ense of  t he non-

Resegr e gat i oni s t s , s t at i ng t hat  s i nce most  o f  t he peopl e i n 

Tul e Lake had dec i ded to go back to J apan anyway, t her e was 

Mr . Okamot o'a at t empt  to ext r i cat e hi msel f  f r om t he 

or gani zat i on once he became consc i ous of  i j ksa ôt i i dbi Kxi  t he 

po l i t i c al  ai ms o f  i t s l eader s and had hear d t he r umor s of  

t he par t  t he t ough Manzanar  boys ( K i r a ' s g a n  ̂ wer e pl ay i ng 

i s s i gn i f i c ant . Okamot o, l i ke many ot her s , had been at t r act ed 

by t he expr essed i deal i s t i c cul t ur al  ai ms of  t he Young Men's 

Or gani zat i on. He s t at ement , "Most  o f  t he peool e i n t he 

cent er  have dec i ded t o go back t o J apan anyway'"' i ndi cat es t hat  

he had swung to t he v i ew o f  t hose per sons who kmdtnxBXcirn m̂baaEd: 

avoi ded j o i ni ng t he gr oup, ho l di ng t hat  t hei r  ac t  of  segr ega-

t i on was s uf f i c i ent  pr oof  f cf  t he s i nc er i t y of  t hei r  i nt ent  t o 

N- 7- 2 no r eason t o make such an i ssue of  t he mat t er . 1/ 

6 

1. i b i d . , Nov. 7, 1944, p . 2 . �» 
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The changed at t i t ude of  per sons who had pr evi ousl y-

been neut r al  but  wer e now begi nni ng t o expr ess di s appr ov al  

«as wel l  expempl i f  l ed i n st at ement  made by Mi ss F uj i mot o  ̂

"2bmjkia±nkmifci*xne ar e t wo gr oups - (i n camp) � One of  t h m̂ i s 

Ska 

She r emar ked t hat  she t hought  t her e wer e t wo gr oups 

of  peopl e i n camp, t he s t r ong suppor t er s of  t he Res egr egat i on 

Gr oup and t he r es t  of  t he peopl e, "who do n ! t  c a r e". She 

di d not  t hi nk t her e was any gr oup eppos i ng t he Res egr egat i oni s t s 

feMxxxB because ±t fn*h«j i xi i ai i kadtnanE*±nxAxi i :fci i x nobody da&ed 

t o w t al k agai ns t  i t "V She expl ai ned t he ?n*n«B*naf i  manner  

i n whi ch t he Res ggr e ât i on Gr oup gai ned c onver t s : 
11 The way i t  seems t o me, one or  two peopl e i n a bl oc k 

s t ar t  i t  and t hey pul l  t he ot her s i n . I n t hi s bl ock we do n ' t  
even hear  about  i t , but  i n some bl oc k s t hey ' r e ver y s t r ong»" 

O i b l d »« N OV * L» I 9 4 4 » PP* 
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r epat r i at e or  expat r i at e. Ther e was no i ndi c at i o n, however , 

t hat  any cons i der abl e number  of  member s l ef t  t he o r gani zat i on 

at  t hi s per i od. Many may have des i r ed t o l eav e, bat  di d not  

dar e t o do so. Okamot o , a compar at i vel y wel l  educat ed man 

(t hough a k i bei  he had f i ni s hed J uhi or  Col l ege wor k i n t he 

Uni t ed St at es ) was abl e t o ant i c i pat e t he f ac t  t hat  event ual l y 

t he ac t i v i t i es of  t he Resegr egat i on Gr oup woul d br i ng puni t i ve 

ac t i on f r om t he aut ho r i t i es . He f ear ed t h i s more t han t he 

pr essur e o f  t he Resegr egat i on Gr oup. He l ef t  .whi l e he coul d, 
> 

but  due t o hi s f or mer  member shi p was al most  ,r e ent angl ed 

sever al  mont hs l a t er , l / 

At t i t ude of  t he Admi ni s t r at i on 

Thi s par t i c ul ar  per i od was r egar ded by t he admi ni s t r at i on 

as one of  t he post  peacef ul  i n t he hi s t or y of  Tul e L ak e. Dr . 

Opl er  began h i s r enor t  of  November  16 as f o l l ows : 

has become t r i t e , i n t r end r epor t s on Tul e L ak e, f i r s t  
to pr edi c t  and t hen r epor t  t he peace and qui et  of  t he c ent er . 
Never t hel ess , ever  s i nce t he l i qui dat i on of  t he st ockade, t he 
pr ogr ess made has been s t eady and unmi st akeabl e � . . Thr ee 
r eac t i ons have t emer ged: 1) t he oent er  has been i mpr oved s i nce 
t he per i od of  l as t  Novenfoer . . - 2 ) Admi ni s t r at i on ant i c i pat es 
pr obl ems and f unc t i ons ef f i c i ent l y . . .3) Admi ni s t r at i on 
di spel s pr obl ems qui c k l y once t hey a r i s e . . The pr ocess of  
r es t or i ng conf i dence i n Admi ni s t r at i on i s c ompl et ed." 2/ 

On November  10t h Mr . Rober t son s t at ed t hat  Mr . Best  was 

convi nced t hat  t he col ony was i n a s t at e of  except i onal  peac e. 

No t r oubl e at  a l l  was ant i c i pat ed. The f ac t i ons wer e f i ght i ng 

among t hemsel ves , but  al l  el se was s er ene. At  t he l as t  s t af f  

meet i ng Mr . Best  had r ead a l et t er  f r om Di l l on Myer  whi ch s t at ed 

t hat  Tul e Lake was i n t he most  peacef ul  s t at e t hat  he had ever  

seen i t . 3/ 

1 . Ref er ence i nf r a t o Okamot o1 s at t empt s to avo i d i nt er nment . 
2 . WRA, Communi t y Anal y s i s , "Spec i al  Repor t  on Cent er  T r ends ," 

Nov . 16, 1944, pp . 1, 2 . 
3 . R . Hankey, Not esf r  Nov. 10, 1944, p . 5. 

� � � � � 
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Some of  t hi s admi ni s t r at i ve obt i mi s/mX i s expàài nabl e 

due t o t he feet  t hat  t he oent er  d i d pr esent  an out war d 

appeai r anoe of  ext r eme qu i et . Nobody dar ed t o r epor t  Ki r  a 

and s i nce t he admi ni s t r at i on s eems t o be i gnor i ng o*H40MMMZl g 

t he ac t i v i t i es of  t he Resegr egat i  oni s t s no one cons i der ed 

maki ng a oompl ai nt . Mor eover , t o do s o , w ul d be t he ac t  of  

an i na. 

Anot her  expl anat i on f or  t he gener al  at t i t ude may be f ound 

i n t he f o l l owi ng account  of  a c onf l i c t  bet ween Ki r a and t he 

admi ni s t r at i on i n whi ch Ki r a came out  on t op. 
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Mr . Okamot o13 at t empt  t o ext r i c at e hi msel f  f r om t he 

o r gani zat i o n once he had become consc i ous of  f cf csdhs 
[£* _ _ . C cî. 

ĵ r  ̂  po l i t i i  11 \ Mut m nf  11 11 l inrniifi  hi  I nnag 1 \ ±t  and had 

hear d t he r umor s of  t he par t  f ehsj i xwj ensDTpi DBi si r i gr i da fcfca 

l aai ai i J sngHx:Si sni mi f̂eat sMi ci Ĥmtx "t he t ough Manzanar  boys " 

(K i r  a ! s gang) wer e p l ay i ng, i s mr i f  s i gn i f i c ant * Okamot o, 

l i k e many o t her s , had been i mi ni nt ea at t r ac t ed by t he 

l i i ghi mi i oaxa hAghxaJ box in ill  liniiiiili  111111 m hli  iid{j,ti  xidti i  

c u l t ur al  ai ms of  t he Young Mens Or gani zat i o n . Hi s s t at ement , 

"Most  of  t he peopl e i nt he cent er  have dec i ded t o go back 

t o J apan anyway ," i ndi c at es t hat  he had swung t o t he v i ew 

of  t hose per sons who had never  j o i ned t he gr oup, ho l di ng 

t hat  t hei r  ac t  o f  s egr egat i on was s uf f i c i ent  pr oof  of  t he 

si  nc er i t y of  t hei r  i nt ent  t r̂ e p a t r i a t e or  expat r i at e. 

Ther e was no i ndi c at i o n , however , t hat  any c ons i der abl e 

number  of  member s l ef t  t he o r gani zat i on at  t hi s per i o d. -
�� 1 /' > -  ' W / U ^l  J Lsuk ;̂ O d̂h / W f  dLa Ĵ , 

aifjnrrri 'haiiTTirm" t  mpar at i vëLy 

wel l  educat ed man, was abl e t o atpgiiienito&fcK ant i c i pat e t he 
ac t i v i t i es o f  t he 

f ac t  t hat  event ual l y t he/Re segr egat i on Gr oup MDHi fcdngabx 

¿Ui &a^̂  ji  rim fh obrb yr  f t n tr  
I c i  ¿Lsl Ûl J  t R*  ̂ hkl  

ac t i on on t he par t  of  t he admi n i s t r â t i o n .A Hev l ef t  #i i i e 

he oor t l d. £kx 

RUKXmMKNUNB M R 
- MMNNJ MR MIU K . COI  

"  ̂ " ' W^r  LAr ^̂ J - t  h C ^ ^ V ' 
\  ̂

J  
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Many of  t Wn i s e i  compi l ed t o tv*£s pr essur e, al >̂f 6ugh t hey 

f el t  s I l l y Xnd embar r assed. Cau c î an school  t e a s e r s r epor t ed 

t hat  sonfe of  t he boys at t empt ed t o keep t hei r  >fets on i p / s c hoo l . 

Di sagr eement  bet ween Mr . K l r a and t he Admi ni s t r at i on 

I n ear l y uc t ober , Mr . K i r a became embr oi l ed i n a c onf l i c t  

wi t h t he admi ni s t r at i on, t hr eat ened t o r es i gn hi s bl ock manager -

s hi p, and al so t hr eat ened t o make al l  t he Bl ock Manager s i n t he 

Manzanar  sect i on and t he f i r e i nspect or s r es i gn wi t h hi m. The 

i nc i dent  wi l l  be r el at ed br i ef l y s i nce i t  i s an excel l ent  exampl e 

of  Mr . K i r a ' s pr essur e t ac t i c s . 

Accor di ng to/yï alrayagift* s account , a r es i dent  of  hi s bl ock bui l t  

a por ch on hi s apar t ment  whi ch compl i ed wi t h ex i s t i ng admi ni s t r at i ve 

f i r e r egul at i ons . L at er , new r egul at i ons wer e i ssued and t he ad-

mi ni s t r at i on char ged t he por ch bui l der  wi t h v i o l at i ng t he r egul a-

t i ons . K i r a appear ed as a wi t ness at  t he t r i a l . Despi t e K i r a ' s 

ef f o r t s , however , t he v i o l at or  was sent enced t o 30 days i n t he 

Kl amat h F al l s j a i l , t he sent ence t o be suspended i f  he t or e down 

t he por ch i n a week. K i r a, t her eupon, t hr eat ened t o r es i gn hi s 

bl oc k manger shi p. He al so s t at ed t hat  t he peopl e of  hi s bl ock 

"got  sor e" and t hat  "t he boys demonst r at ed t hei r  o f f ens i ve s p i r i t  

at  (Bl ock Manager s) headquar t er s ." Most  of  t hese "boys " wer e 

pr obabl y member s of  K i r a ' s gang. 2 K i r a 

f or  sever al  days , t r y i ng t o get  hi s f el l ow bl oc k Wmger s y \ o f  t he 

Manzanar  sect i on t o r es i gn and event ual l y , accor di ng t o hi s s t or y , 

t he admi ni s t r at i on compr omi sed by gi v i ng t he por ch bui l der  a new 

1. I b i d . , Oct ober  13, 1944, p . 1. < 
2. ÂgâTn I  not e t hat  t he "gang" has t o be desc r i bed bef or e t h i s . 
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apar t ment  wL t h t wo r ooms i f  he woul d r emove t he por ch. 1/ 

How much of  t h i s ego t i s t i c al  account  i s t r ue t her e i s 

no way o f  det er mi ni ng. The s i gni f i c anc e l i es i n t he f ac t  

t hat  K i r a1s hencemen publ i c i sed t h i s occur ance as a gr eat  

v i c t or y f or  K i na, t her eby i nc r eas i ng t he f ear  w&t h whi ch he 

and hi s f o l l ower s wer e r egar ded. I f  Ki r a coul d f or ce Mr . 

Best  t o hi s wi l l , t hought  t he/ r es i dent s , what  chance had a 

r es i dent  who wi shed t o pr ot est  agai ns t  hi s ac t i v i t i es or  

agai ns t  t he Resegr egat  i on Gr oup wi t h whi ch he was i onneot ed. 

RESEGREGATI ON GROUP EXPELS "UN*J APANESE11 MEMBERS 

Resul t i ng conf l i c t  wi t h Kal - Kur at omi  f ac t i on -  I nves t i gat i on 

by Depar t ment  of  J ust i oe 
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apar t ment  wi t h t wo r ooms / i f  he woul d r emove yKhe por c h. 

How much of  t h i s y dgo t i s t i c a l  account  J Ls t r ue t her e As no 

way of  d e t e r mi n i n g . / T h e s i gn i f i c anc e l *es i n t hp f ac t / t hat  K i r a ' s 

henchmen publ i c i *6d t hi s occur r enceAaj od t her eby i nc r eased t he f ear  

wi t h whi ch he yi nd h i s gr oup o f  f o l l ower s wer e r egar ded. I f  K i r a 

afrood oo wol d, wi t h Mr . Et est /t hoyf eht  t he r es i dept a) la l ia I  Uu uuaTJ l  

f or ce ,]h±m ,.to h i s wi l l j v /what  chamce had a r es i dent  who wi shed t o 

pr ot es t  Agai ns t  h i s a c t i v i t i e s . ( 
The Dal  Ni ppon Sei nen- dan 

I n ear l y Oc t ober , r umor s of  an o r gani zat i on headed by Kai  

and Kur at omi , whi c h was r eput ed t o be oppos i ng t he r esegr egat i on-

i s t s T Young Men's As s o c i at i o n, began t o be hear d. Al most  not hi ng 

i s known of  t h i s o r gani zat i on s i nce i nf or mant s d i d l i t t l e mor e t han 
� i  

h i nt  t hat  t hey knew of  i t s ex i s t enc e, and t hat  Kai  and Kur at omi  

wer e behi nd i t . Kur at omi  hi ms el f  deni ed t he exi s t enc e of  any 

o r gani zat i o n . That  he and Rever end Kai  d i d have a l oyal  gr oup of  

henchmen t her e i s no doubt , f o r  unmi st akabl e ev i dence of  t h i s 

appear ed l a t er . Rumor  had i t  t hat  t he Dal  Ni ppon Sei nen- dan was 

about  100 s t r ong. Th i s o r gani zat i on was pr obabl y never  o r gani zed 

i n any f or mal  manner . However , t he Resegr egat i on Gr oup denounced 

Kai  and Kur at omi 's gr oup as a bunch of  gambl er s and dr i nk er s , 

s t r i v i ng t o bl ac k en ( t hem wi t h bo t h t he admi ni s t r at i on and t he 

r es i dent s . Mr . J f . / bel i ev ed t hat  t he o r gani zat i on ex i s t ed: 

"K a i , Kur at omi , Mor i  and Tsuda ar e behi nd t he Dal  
Ni ppon Sei nen- dan. I ' v e been hear i ng t hat  t hey 'v e been 
o r gani z i ng I t . Ten days ago t hey c l ai med t hey had about  
100 member s. 

1. R . Hankey , No t es , Oct ober  23, 1944, pp. 1- 3 

H 
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"As ¡¡aaf  as V 
par t y . I /t oas a: 
ar r angoef  a m 
d i nner p ar t y * 

Q 

Mr . al so pr edi c t ed t hat  I f  t he r i v al r y bet ween t he Kai -

Kur at oml  gr oup and t he Young Men's Or gani zat i on cont i nued, i t  mi ght  

wel l  l ead t o gang war f ar e, a pr edi c t i on whi ch was accur at el y bor ne 

out  t wo mont hs l at er . 

Yamaguchi  s t at ed t hat  Kur at omi  had t o l d hi m t hat  he was 

f or mi ng a young men's or gani zat i on whi ch was cal l ed t he Dal  Ni ppon 

Sei nen- dan. " I  don't  know who's back of  i t , but  t hey ar e f or mi ng, 

I 'm s ur e . "  ̂

At  t hi s per i od, t he odi um wi t h whi ch t he Tsuda- Mor i - Ki mur a 

gr oup had been r egar ded by t he r es i dent s i n gener al /\ waa muefo l ess 

pr onounced. Ev i dent l y , many per sons wer e no l onger  i nf l uenced by 

t hat  goss i p spr ead by t he Resegr egat i on Gr oup. Tsuda and hi s 

f o l l ower s had been keepi ng out  of  t he l i mel i ght  f o r  sever al  mont hs 

and accusat i ons t hat  t hey wer e i nu wer e now hear d l ess f r equent l y . 

Mr . 4i i / s t at ed: 

"The r umor s concer ni ng t hem no l onger  ex i s t . When t hey 
f i r s t  under t ook t o get  t hose boys i n t he st ockade out , t o 
some ext ent  peopl e s ai d Tsuda and Mor i  wer e dogs . We wer e 
t o some ext ent  i nc l i ned t o bel i eve t hat .11,5 

Admi ni s t r at i ve At t i t ude 

The at t i t ude of  t he hi gher  admi ni s t r at i ve s t af f  member s 

t owar d t hi s i nt r a- camp c onf l i c t  was one of  s at i s f ac t i o n. I n i t s 

cr udest  f or m i t  mani f est ed i t s el f  i n r emar ks such as , "Let  t hem 

cut  each ot her 's t hr oat s so l ong as t hey do n ! t  bot her  u s . " The 

1. I b i d . , Oct ober  16, 1944, p. 5. 
2 . T b i d . , Oct ober  12, 1944, p. 6. 
3. I b i d . , Oct ober  23, 1944, p. 5. 
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admi ni s t r at i on suspect ed and, t o a cer t ai n ext ent , f ear ed bot h 

gr oups and was I nc l i ned t o l ook wi t h f avor  on t he c o nf l i c t . I n 

t hi s par t i cul ar  c as e, at  l eas t , t he const ant  evacuee compl ai nt  

t hat  t he admi ni s t r at i on want ed t o make t he J apanese f i ght  each 

ot her , i . e . , di v i de and r u l e, was j us t i f i ed . The bul k of  t he camp 

r es i dent s , as t hey became consci ous of  t he r i v al r y , wi shed onl y t o 

keep f r ee of  i t . 

KAI - KURATOMI  FACTI ON STRI KES AT RESEGREGATI OVI STS � DEPARTMENT 

OF J USTI CE BEGI NS I NVESTI GATI ON - -  PUBLI C OPI NI ON MARKEDLY 

TURNS AGAI NST RESE GREG AT K g 1ST S 



HI ? . ^ v ?  ̂

F agST ,ROUND I K o | SN CONF L I CT B E S E E M THE, / 

AND THE 'KAI - KURATOMI - TSUm FACTI ON  ̂ / L f  [ / 

A T h a ^s e g r e g a t i o n Gr o uc s u f f er ed t wo sever e bl o ws al mos t  

S l f f l U r ^ ^ U i r S t  b l ° W W a S t h 6 o h a l l e n &e o f  open o o n f l i o t  

d e l i v e r e d  ̂ t he Kai - KUr at omi  M o t i o n . The second wa s t he . , 

i n v es t i g a t i o n i n i t i a t ed by Mr . B u r l i n g Dur i ng t he a i m L r . , L 

yi Ẑt  f ) hj  ¿r yj - i .̂�Ol M̂  ̂
^D e c e m b e r , t h e r e f o r e , t he l eader s o f  t he gr oup wer e i n a s t at e 

of  gr eat  a l a r m, par t l y bec aus e t hey f ear ed t he r e s u l t s of  

Bur  l i n g ' s i n v es t i g a t i o n and p ar t l y bec aus e t hey di d not  know 

when K «i  and Kur at omi  mi ght  s t r i k e a g a i n . Due t o t he f ac t  

t hat  t hey knew t hey wer e i n ex t r emel y bad r appo r t  wi t h t he 

a u t h o r i t i e s , bo t h WBA and t he Depar t ment  of  J u s t i c e , t hey 

f ea r ed t hat  «®y at t empt  at  r e p r i s a l  t hey mi ght  make or  even 

a n at t empt  t o def end t h ems e l v es , wo u l d be t wi s t ed and us ed 

aga i ns t  t hem. 1 -  , , , , 
N- cjl- i' . of l r  ̂ t s**-  ̂ t fX- t «» 

Two f a c t o r s c o nt r i bu t ed t o b r i n g i n g t he l ong e x i s t a n t  

. , , / ^ ^ ¡ ^ ^ ^ A A A u ^l  (Ct U* 
but  submer ged h o s t i l i t y i f t t weWn t ^ l « i  g i i m û i nt o t he o p e n . A - t ^' 

One was t he Fe s egr eget  i on Gr o u p ' s i n c r eas i n g l y o ut s po k en den u n c i a t i o n 

o f  gambl i ng , sake - maki ng and ot her  f o r ms o f  v i oe , a k i nd o f  
f  

pr opaganda i nt ended t o t ur n po pul ar  o p i n i o n aga i ns t  Tf euda, t he 

r eput ed v i ce k i ng o f  t he camp a«d a l so aga i ns t  h i s c l os e f r i e n d , Mr . 

K u r a t o mi . The o t her  was t he i n s t i t u t i o n of  j o mei  or  t he ex p u l s i o n 

of  member s who , i n t he o p i n i o n o f  t he l e a d e r s , wer e "u n - J ap an es e"# 

iVv/ 

Sev er a l  per s ons ex p e l l ed bel o nged t o the/* n f T T M 1 mr ob 1 3»r - f f f oup 

and t hei r  r age was gr eat  i n d eed . The po l i c y o f  expul f t i on was 

begun a t  t he end of  Oc t ober  a n d oont i nued on t hr ough No v ember . 

j j L c o o r di ng t o Kur at omi  t hr ee s epar at e gr oups o f  l e t t er s wer e 

sent  o u t . The per s o ns e x p e l l e d , whet her  t hey wer e gambl er s or  

*r \  
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r  

not  wer e deepl y o f f e n d e d . One expel l ed f ami l y ® nt empl at ed 

> j » i 1 * i i h M KVi t \  tin 4 U ^J L I  , 

a s u i t  agai ns t  t he Hoshi - daj i A Kur a t o mi  Ti i r t ee i f  r eo ei v ed what  

he c o ns i der ed a v er y i ns u l t i ng l et t er  on November  20t h . The 

l et t er  s t at ed t hat  s i nce hMsa T a ^d a hnd y ^n  ̂ � 

Zt fc v̂ t su. 
for  Knrntomi  i m Maiul i  i n f r Kur at o mi  had s i gned i t  hi r aao l f , 

t he Re s egr egat i o n Gr o up wi s hed t o know i f  he had any i n t en t i o n 

of  j o i n i n g t he o r g an i z a t i o n , rrfie was c u r t l y as k ed to c a n at  

t he o f f i c e at  5408- D and expr es s h i s i n t e n t i o n s . ^/ Wka f̂ cer  

t he d e l i v e r y of  t h i s bat c h of  l et t er s on November  J f cOt h, spme 

/ / 
of  whi chymay have beep ev en l es s po l i t e t hat  t he ône r ec ei v ed 

by KUr / t omi  had any t h i ng t o do wi t h t he not abl qf  event  / f  t hat  

e v e n / n g , t he wr  i t M1 does not  k no w. The ooAnc f denc e wo r t h 

n o t i n g , however  

On t he ev eni ng of  November  20t h , when t he 56 r e l a t i v es 

of  t hose member s of  t he Nego t i a t i ng Commi t t ee who had been 

i nt er ned l ef t  Tul e l ake f or  Cr y s t a l  C i t y , t hey wer e g i v en 

an el abo r at e send- o f f  by t he Resegr e gat  i on Gr o u p , t he Kai -

KUr at omi  gr oup and t he War d V I  l anguage s o h o o l . When t he 

f a r ewe l l s wer e o v er , Mi t suho K i mur a, one of  K u r a t o mi  ̂ f r i e n d s 

and a no t ed j udo c hampi on, appr oac hed Mr . Uc h i d a , dan&ho ô f  

U- i  

t h e b e f o r e the l a r ye c r oud p r es en t , ac c us ed Uc hi da 

of  hav i ng o a l i ed hi m a d o g . T h i s was an o ut r i gh t  c hal l enge 

t o b a t t l e . h n  ̂ unVi n̂ ' 1 ' J ' l ^i � 

j udo rwnlc> i t  w? u i d have boew a bat t l e wui  observing- » TJ o h i da f  

ho wev er , baok ed dt i wn. 

The news of  t he nar r owl y av er t ed &U &9 . f i g h t  spr ead r a p i d l y 

t hr ough t he oamp and i nt er es t  i n t he s t at e o f  open h o s t i l i t y 

wh i o h now ex i s t ed bet ween t he t wo r i v a l  gr oups r an h i g h . 

2t / i b i d . , Mar ch 6, 1945, p . 5 . 
^ U J b 
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The l eader s of  t he Resegr eg t i o n Gr oup "became ext r emel y 

appr ehens i ve. Thi s s pec t ac ul ar  c hal l enge was f o l l owed "by a 

s er i es of  mi nor  at t empt s at  i nt i mi dat i on f t i i  whi ch gr oups of  

i r at e young men apor oached pr omi nent  Res egr egat i o ni s t s and 

demanded t o know t he/ r eason f o r  t het e expul s i ong of  some 

i n d i v i d u a l . Fr oi j  t hi s t i me on, a s t at e o f  open ho s t i l i t y 

p r ev ai l ed. Gang war f ar e was i mmi nent . The homes o f  t he 

Res egr egat i oni s t  l eader s wer e guar ded by gr oups o£ JJ'UUIIG IJCU 

f r om t he Young Men1 s Or gani zat i on and t he Res egr egat i o n i s t s , 

i n gener a l , f e l l  i nt o a gr eat  s t at e of  per t ur bat i on 

Mr s . Mat suda at t empt ed t o conceal  her  anx i et y by 

r emar ki ng def i an t l y t hat  she and ot her s i n t famp wer e "s t i l l  

hear t  and s o u l A f o r  go i ng to J apan whet her  J apan wi ns or  

l o s es ". She bl amed t he near  f i gh t  on Tsuda and s t at ed t hat  

Tsuda and hi s gr oun had been t e l l i ng t he fa A I nt er nal  

Sec ur i t y t hat  t he Young Men1 s Or gani zat i on was a bunch o f  

r oughnec ks . The whol e Kai - Khr at omi  f ac t i o n , she s a i d , was 

now i nf o r mi ng c ons t ant l y t o Mr . Bes t . She a l s o t o l d how 

a gr oup of  Kai *Kur at omi  f o l l ower s had at t empt ed t o pi ck a 

f i ght  wi t h a Resegr e g t i oni sr t  named Shi mi zu, but  § Shi zmi zu 

saw a l l  t he boys ar ound" and r i t f i sAdf i i t  x z dec l i ned t o f i g h t . 

She r epeat ed sever al  t i mes t hat  "t hey wer e hav i ng such a 

d i f f i c u l t  t i me ho l di ng t he boys (Youn Men1 s Or gani zat i on) 

bac k , t e l l i ng t hem t o be pat i ent  and t hat  pat i enc e i s a 

9- 4 J apanese v i r t u e . "1/ 

Mr s . Yamashi t a, wi f e of  t he ac t i v e Res egr egat i oni s t  l eader , 

exhi bi t ed a s i mi l ar  s t at e of  f ear  and t ens i o n . She admi t t ed 

t hat  t he t r oubl e had &r owi  out  of  t he j omei . t he exo ul s i o n of  

1/ i b i d . , Deo . 9, 1944, p . 4 . 
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"Un- J apanese" member s, ai d r el at ed how a gr oup of  expel l ed 

per sons had gone t o t he Mat sudas ' home and t hr eat ened t hem. 

L i k e Mr s . Mat suda, she added, "The boys ? r en f t  go i ng t o st and 

Dl l - 1- 2. f or  t h i s much, l o nger . " 1/ 

Caut i ous Mr . Kur at or oi  who knew a gr eat  deal  but  wo ul d 

t eL l  l i t t l e at  t hi s t i me ai s o bl amed t he out br eak o f  hos t i l i -

t i es on t he expul s i on f r om member shi p. He s t at ed: 

"What  t hey (t he Resegr egat i oni s t s ) ar e t r y i ng t o do t a 
i s ver y undent l emanl y and ver y oowar dl y .c . .Ther e ar e some 
men bei ng expel l ed f or  no concr et e r eas on." 

He added t hat  one m n had been expel l ed because t he 

IMKSC he had wor ked f or  Mr . Tat ei shi  , and t hat  he was 

"r ea l l y angr y ". 2/ 

1/ i b i d , . Deo. 11, 1944, pp. 1- 2. 
2/ i b i d . , p . . 5 . 
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The l eader s of  t he Res egr egaMon Gr oup became mfcmnttk ŷ 

ext r emel y appr ehens i ve. M s spect acul ar  ohal l engj f was f o l i o ; 

by a ser i es of  mi nor  at terai ots at  i nt i mi dat i on, i j f  whi ch 

gr oups of  snail  i r at e yowing men appr oached pr omi nent  Resegr i  

gat i oni s t s and demanded to know t he r eas on f or  t he expul s i on 

of  some i ndi v i dual / Pr om t hi s t i me on a / t a t e o f  open 

ho s t i l i t y p r ev ai / ed. Gang war f ar e was i mmi nent . Thi r  homes 

of  t he Resegr f af et i oni s t  l eader s wer ey§ uar ded by gr oups of  

young men f r om t he Young Men's ©r eal i zat i on and ĥe Resegr ega-

t i o n i s t s , y f  gener al , f el l  i n t o X gr eat  s t at e f t  per t ur bat i on. 

Ar r i val  of  J ohn Bur l i ng and I ns i t ut î on of  Renunc i at i on of  

Ci t i zenshi p Hear i ngs 

On December  7t h J ohn Bur l i ng of  t he Depar t ment  of  

J us t i ce ar r i ved at  Tul e Lake f cfa open the hear i ngs f or  Renunci a-

t i on o f  Qi t i zens h i p . He had oome al so wi t h a v i ew of  det er -

mi ni ng what  t he best  pol i cy i n r egar d to t h f̂ f uun  ̂ of  Tul e 

Lake mi ght  be as f ar  as t he Depar t ment  o f  J us t i ce was concer ned 

On ar r i v i ng, he was ast oni shed by t he ac t i v i t i es of  t he Soung 

Men's Or gani zat i on, t he mi l i t ar i s t i c mar chi ng, bugl e pl ay i ng 

and J apanese nat i onal i s t i c cer emoni es whi ch wer e at  t h i s 

t i me i n f u l l  f l ower . These ac t i v i t i es caused Bur l i ng concer n 

because o f  t he po s s i b i l i t y t hat  t hey f l yt a-  mi ght  oome t o t he 

at t ent i on o f  t he Hear st  Pr ess or  t he Di es Commi t t eeand o al l  

down anot her  or gy of  unf avor abl e publ i c i t y upon Tul e Lake and 

t he WRA. He t her eupon det er mi ned I  u  ̂.I nWi n Ll i «i l mi q«i oC'uI  

RMfefcflMHNtodia began t  ks A- 4- en 

t̂ h e o f f i c er s o f  t he Young Men's 

Or gani zat i on and t he adul t  Resegr egat i on Gr oup. 

Thi s i nves t i gat i on added t o t he bur den of  anxi et y bor ne 

by t he Resegr egat i oni s t  l eader s . Pr osecut i on f or  s edi t i on 

or  i nt er nment  l oomed bef or e t hem. 0 
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^I n f or mant s who bel onged to t he Young Mens Or gani zat i on 

^ T  ̂ "C -̂ "'- '*1* t t nkt ckaxBHdxi gH Uchi da t he l eader , 

«nf l kni gB*xaxa±not n«n*i i ?pBn±i i xnxf t xaxHBnxi *Ax *a*n*nxn±nAx 

X±**&X*±XKX had j us t  had an i nt er v i ew wi t h Bur l i ng 

and wonder ed why t he f i r s t  ques t i on Mr . Bur l i ng asked was 

"Ar e you a member  of  t he Hokoku (Young Mens Or gani zat i o n)? « 

He bel i ev ed he shoul d have been ques t i oned onl y on h i s 

r enunc i at i on of  c i t i z ens h i p  ̂ He was al s o wor r i ed over  

t he f ac t  t h t̂ y î he adm i n i s t r at i  on bel i ev ed t hat  t he Young 

Mens Gr oup had been i nf l uenc i ng r es i dent s t o r enounce t hei r  

c i t i z ens h i p . Obv i ous l y , t h»nf aanxnf nBa4t km»nx*xBx he f ear ed 

pr osec ut i on f or  s ed i t i o n . Bot h he and anot her  member  of  t he 

o r gani zat i on who was pr esent  s t at ed sever al  t i mes wi t h a 

f or ce whi ch taitidx*knix di d not  r i ng t r ue, "We' r e r eady 

t o go t o Sant a Fe i f  nec es s ar y . We'r e not  af r ai d' ." XfyCX 

xn«ax*±nxaxMxnxKxn»l i n n̂xh»nkni MnBngnBn±n<kB*Axf c*Axx 

Ne i t / er  of  t he ôung men c a r i  t o d i s c / s s t he t n î a x t x 

af f r o nt  / f f e r e A by ? r . Ki mur a on/ t he n i gh f  of  No v emb  ̂ 20'. l ) 

¿ut i ous Mr . kur at omi , wh / k n e w a g êat  deal  but  woul d 

t e l l / L i t t l e at  t hl /s t i me, al s f  bl amed t he out br ea£ of  
I  

h o s t i l i t i es 
/ 
/ 

Mr s . Y a â l h i t a was now f r wr r i ed over  t he f ac t  t ha  ̂
7 J  y  ̂ I  j  S j  

Wak ay amy f ed t bl d some I nt er nal  Sec ur i t y ;o f f i c er s t hat  her  

husband ]Led t h| /t >oys o f  t he [ ^u n g Men's Or g a n i z a t i o n .  ̂
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Mr s . Yamashi t a was now wor r i ed over  t he f aot  t hat  

some I nt er nal  Secur i t y o f f i c er s had quest i oned Mr . WxiatiraiiUE 
Ki r  a 
about  a gr oup of  t ough boys who wer e al l eged t o have 

Ki r a 
t hr eat ened t o br eak up a hi gh school  danc e, l akaynaac/t ol d 

t he o f f i c er s t hat  he had not hi ng t o do wi t h any boy 's gr oup 

and t hat  Mr . Yamashi t a l ed t he boys o f  t he Young Men's 

Or gani zat i on. Yamashi t a was cal l ed i n and Ques t i oned. 

Soon, t her eaf t er , he was cal l ed i n and quest i oned by My. 

Bur l i ng. Mr s . Yamashi t a was ver y pr ovoked wi t h Mr . Ki r a but  

added "t hat  she was n' t  a bi t  s c ar ed". 1/ 

Mr . Kat o/ had al so been c al l ed i n by Bur l i ng. He s a i d : 

"He (Bur l i ng) kept  ask i ng me how I  became spokeman f or  
t he Hokoku (Young Men's Or gani zat i o n) . £ / 

Kat o , as has been ment i oned, was spokeman f or  t he gr oup 

who quest i oned Mr . Hoyes about  r enunc i at i on of  c i t i zens h i p . 

1. i b i d . , pp. 1- £. 
M d � Deo. 12 , 1944, pp . 4, 5, 6 . 
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of  t hem ( t he oommoA peo p l e) ar e p l eas ed ex c ep t i n g t hose who 
ar e member s of  c o a r s e . They want  t hem t o be t aken a wa y . 
K . was most  p l e / s e d o f  a n . " \ / 

Mr  s . G- p'zo, a n i se i , sa i d : /  

I  k i s o hear d t hat  t  he i / l eader s wer e be i ng pu l l ed i n . 

But  we ( i on11 d i s o us s t hose ,£hi ngs o p en l y , f t  i s n ' t  h e a l t h y . 

I n ot her  wo r ds , t hey s a y , / Y o u ' r e not  J apanes e 2 / 

/ / �  

EARL Y DECEMBER ATT I TUDES TOWARD THE RE SE GRE GAT I QN GROUP 

A l t ho ugh f ew c o ns er v at i v e , moder at e i n f o r mant s woul d 

comme m nt î t t i i u M i l  upbn t he f o o t  t hat  t he Re segr ega t  i on i s t  

l eader s wer e be i n g i n t er r o gat ed by t he Depar t ment  o f  J u s t i c e , 

t hei r  a t t i t ude t owar d t he or  © n i z a t i o n / s h o wed a mar ked change 

0 V e r  t̂ hat  p r ev i o us l y he I d . ® f ^ r n m m t em&H � 1m u 1 f ci mL 

al l  n n I, riv i .L ILL Lkl t m i l . y Ôf  c o u r s e , some of  t h i s over t  ex p r es s i o n 

of  d i s ap p r o v a l  may have been ar o us ed as a r es u l t  of  t he i n c r eas i n g l y 

aggr es s i v e a c t i v i t i e s o f  t he o r gan i z at  i on a nd some by t he f ac t  t hat  

t he gr o up , whi oh had been unpopul ar  f o r  many mont hs , had been o pen l y 

c ha l l enged by t he Ka i - Kur at omi - Tsuda f a c t i o n . THE ww« 1«1§  LIUIMU UL i  , 

i » i > 6 M t ' H ^M i ^t h a t  t he v er y n o t i c i ab i e i nc r eas e i n c r i t i c i s m was 

c h i e f l y due t o t he hope of  r e l i e f  i ns p i r ed by t he i n v e s t i g a t i o n s . 

Mi s s Do d , who had p r ev i o us l y so i d o n l y compl i t oent ar u* t h i ngs of  

t l ŷ\ l i i l i BH» (her  f a t he r  was a member  of  thê fta wi'i'Ml  n ) changdd her  

a t t i t ude c o mp l e t e l y : 

"T o my mi nd t hey ar e not  ac t i ng f o r  t he good of  t he peo p l e» 
They ar e t r y i ng t o do ev er y t h i ng i n a s pec t ac u l ar  way , such as 
c u t t i ng t hei r  h a i r . They ar e o v er l o o k i ng t he r ea l l y i mpor t ant  
t h i n g . I  bel i e 

ve t her e a re a l ot  of  peopl e i n camo who wi s h 
mor e s i n c er e l y t o r et unn t o J ap an but  a r e n ' t  mak i ng such a no i s e 
over  i t . I  t h i nk i t ' s s e l f i s h n e s s . Most  o f  t he educ at ed men 
ar e be i ng qu i 6t  i n h e r e . " 3 / 

Mi s s I keda , an ex t r emel y c o ns er v at i v ey t i mi d g i r l  now 

deno uno ed t he b a M B g U ¿ » - w  ̂ O ^ ^ a ^ ^ ' ^ J i  '«K ; 

1 / i b i d . , De c . 14, 1944, p . 1 . 

g / i b i d . , Deo . 15, 1944, p . 2 . 

I T/TbTcf ., Deo. 11, 1944, pp. 2- 3. 
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" I  do n ' t  see how anybody can act  as t hey do . They 've 
pl anned a gover nment  of  t hei r  own i n her e. They t hi nk t hey have 
more power  t han t he Spani sh Embassy. They say i t ' s f as t er  
and more ef f i c i ent  t o j o i n t hei r  gr oup and t hen t h ey ' l l  get  t he 
J apanese gover nment  t o get  t hem t her e ( t o J apan) f i r s t . They 
say t hey 'r e sendi ng al l  t he peopfce i n t hei r  o r gani zat i on back 
t o J apan and t h ey ' l l  go f i r s t . 

"A l ot  of  peopl e t el l  us t o j o i n , but  we do n ' t . We 
t hi nk t t ey ' r e an i ns i gni f i oant  o r gani zat i on. We f eel  we shoul d 
go t hr ough t he Spani sh Embassy. 

"Be f eel  t hey 'r e havi ng t r oubl e wi t h t hei r  o r gani zat i on. 
Some peopl e wer e r emoved f r om t he o i gani zat i on and so I  t h i nk 
t hey 'r e t r y i ng t o s t i r  up t r oubl e. 

"Unt i l  now t hey r caAi y (t he Res egr egat i oni s t s ) r ea l l y 
t hought  t hey wer e t he onl y peopl e l i v i ng ar ound T a l e . , � � 
So f ar , gl ad because we (her  f ami l y ) ar e not  i nv o l ved. 1/ 

Mr s. Got o , anot her  conser vat i ve n i s e i , a l s o oame f or t h 

wi t h c r i t i c i s m: 
x 

"The Sokoku (Young Men's Or gani zat i on) shoul d be open 

t o ever ybody beaause af t er  a l l  we'r e t he same r ac e . . . 
My husband r ef us ed t o j o i n . "£ £ c 

Mr s . Got o was obv i ous l y pl eased t hat  her  husband was not  

i nvo l ved, and added: 

" I  al so hear d t hat  f r f t t nc t hei r  l eader s wer e bei ng p̂ul l ed 
i n . But  we do n' t  di s c us s t hose t hi ngs openl y . I t  i s n ' t  
heal t hy . " ¿ / 

Mr . Ono, a young man who had pr ev i ous l y shi ed away f r om 

al l  di s c us s i on of  t he Resegr egat i oni s t s now s t at ed: 

"The Sokoku bunch (Young Men's Or gani zat i on) i s r eal l y 
t he 1935- 37 k i bei  who l ef t  J apan to escape t he dr af t . Yoa 
c an' t  depor t  t hem t o J apan i f  J apan wDn t  t ake t hem. And 
J aoan doesn't  want  dr af t  dogger s . » 3/ 

1/ i b i d. , Bee. 15, 1944, pp. 1, 2. 
2/ i b i d . , p . 2 . 
3/ I b i d . . Dec . 18, 1944, p . 6 . 



Per sons who t eat xhi  t her  to had not  hes i at ed to expr ess 

t hei r  di sappor val  of  t he Resegr egat i on Gr oup now openl y 

ezpr es8edt hei r  s at i s f ac t i on t hat  t he s el f i s h l eader s wer e 

about  to be br ought  t o j us t i c e? Mr * Abe, who hadbeen beat en 

by Ki r a* s garyi , s t at ed: 

M11v e hear d t hat  t he WRA has cal l ed i n 18 of  t he 
r es egr egat i oni s t s � The peopl e f i r s t , t hought  t hey wer e ar r es t ed 
by t he F BI * A l l  of  t hem (t he r es i dent s ) ar e pl eased except i ng 
t hose who ar e member s of  cour se. They want  t hem to be 

j f cS&i i  t aken away. "*t \ jwas most  pl eased of  al l V" P̂ X̂X 
r|fW\  

a "Many of  t hem (t he Resegr egat i oni s t s ) wer e sor r y af t er  
t hey s i gned and f ound out  what  was i ns i de. But  i f  t hey change 
t hei r  s i gnat ur es , t hey 1r e s c ar ed. So t hey c an' t  oant fel  t hei r  

tr,*' s i gnat ur es ,not  even i f  at  t he same t i me t he don11 want  to 
\  be one of  t hem." l / 



1% u � 

Mr . Oi shi  was del i ght ed wi t h t he i nvest  l g t i on i n i t i at ed 

by t he Depar t ment  of  J us t i c e. He s t at ed: 

" I f  t he l eader s ar e pi ckkd up now and t hr own behi nd bar s , 
t he c a� �'n - y- 4" A " 

whi ch t he expr essed ai ms of  t he Young Mens Or gani zat i on 

xsJ iD&ci  

wer e wor t hy and woul d have benef i t ed bot h t hem member s and 

t he camp had t he or gani zat i on not  been l ed as t r ay by s el f i s h 

l i i / mnni j  i  f  t l 'ni  _ i  I  

" I  hat e t o see t he sei nen- dan (Young Mens Or gani zat i on) 
br oken up. But  I  al so hat e t o see t he r adi c al  l eader s t ak i ng 
hol d of  i t . 

"A man l i k e I s hi  garni  who i s s i ncer e and uns l f i s h anl  a 
f ew ot her s , w$o woul d devot e t hei r  t i me sol el y t o t he d evel opment  
of  t he young men, i f  t hey got  men l i ke t hat , I t  woul d succeed 
and f l o ur i s h . Wi t h Yamashi t a, Ki r a ard Akashi , t hey ar e goi ng 
t &nt xi mmant ax t o dr own t he whol e t h i ng . " 1/ 

l eader s hi p . e 1 k i d 

1 . i b i d . , Dec . 9, 1944, p . 2 . 
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Mr . Yamaguohi  showed a ver y i nt er es t i ng and ast ut e 

r r aot i on t o t he i nv es t i gat i on. H e b e e n i t e m e d i n 

Leupp £or  hi s . act i v i t i i es i n Gi l a at  t he t i me o f  mi l i t ar y 

r egi s t r at i on and, pr o f i t i ng by exper i enc e, dec i ded t hat  t hi s 

waa t he t i me to get  out  of  any ac t i v i t y whi ch mgght  be 

cons i der ed Quest i onabl e by t he aut ho r i t i es . Consequent l y , 

he r es i gned hi s pos i t i on as t eacher  i n t he J apanese l anguage 

s c hoo l . He expl ai ned t h i £ on t he gr ounds t hat  t he pupi l s 

who bel onged t o t he Young Men's Or gani zat i on wer e i ns o l ent , 

di s r es pec t f ul  and t oo d i f f i c u l t  t o handl e. L at er , howt ver , 

he conf essed t hat  he had ant i c i pat ed i nt er nment s and f ear ed 
J apanese 

t hPt /s choo l  t eaoher s mi ght  al so be t ak en. He, l i ke O î s h l  

and ot her  i nf or mant s who wer e ant i - Resegr egat i oni s t , s t at ed 

t hat  t he ai ms o f  t he Res egr egat i oni s t s , maki ng t he peopl e i n 

camp good J apanese, wer e pr ai sewor t hy , but  t hat  t hey went  

about  i t  t he wr ong way . I ns t ead of  say i ng "The Yes- Yes must  

go o ut , " t hey shoul d t r y t o make egen t he Yes- Yes i nt o 

"good J apanes e". Concer ni ng t he Resegr egat i oni s t  cer emoni es , 

he s ai d : 
"They keep ever yone out . I 'm J apanese and I ' d l i k e t o go 

and pr ay on December  8t h t oo . But  t hey keep ever yt hi ng f o r  
t hemsel ves ." 1/ 

THE BLOCK 54 F I GHT 

On December  15, t he ho s t i l i t y whi ch had been br ewi ng 

bet ween t he Kai - Kur at omi  f ac t i on and t he  ̂ Re segr egat i oni s t  s 
Mr . Mi yamot o, 

br oke out  i nt o v i o l enc e. / An o f f i c er  of  t he ¡xm âmmxat  

adul t  Re segr egat i on Gr oup an an i mpor t ant  member  of  t he 

i nner  c l i que, Mxx was at acked i n Bl ock 54, t he headquar t er s of  

t he Resegr egat i oni s t s by a Mr  . I  mac h i , who had been expel l ed 

1. Deo. 9, 1944, pp . 6- 7. 
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f r om t he or gani zat i on and was , i nc i dent al l y , a ver y good 

f r i end o f  Mr . Kur  at omi &f t , f i x f he day bef or e t he at t ack 

oocur r ed I maohi  had sought  out  Mi yamot o i n t he Bl ock 54 l at r i ne 

and asked f or  t he r eason f or  hi s expul s i on, accus i ng Mi yamt t o 

of  hav i ng denounced hi m bef or e t he Kesegr egat i oni s t  commi t t ee. 

A gr oup of  boys f r om t he Young Men's Or gani zat i on came up 

whi l e t he ar gument  was i n pr ogr ess and I machi ,t ef i i xi t i kBxi i i BKk 

knxrcfcBtAjr  obser vi ng t ê i r  t hr eat eni ng at t i t ude, l ef t  t he 

bl ock hur r i edl y . 

The f o l l owi ng day I maohi  wai t ed f or  Mi yamot o out s i de 

t he Bl ock 54 mess h a l l . Agai n Mi yamt t o r ef used t o t al k t o 

hi m. I t  was never  det er mi ned who st r uck t he f i r s t  bl ow, but  

t he men began t o t us s el . Mi yamot o pi cked up a mop l eani ng 
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agai ns t  t he mess ha l l  and I machi  p i c k ed up a s t i c k f r om a 

near by woodpi l e and t he f i ght  was on. The mop s t i c k was br oken 

i n t wo . As soon as t he f i gh t  s t ar t ed, a gr oup of  about  a 

do zen of  I maohi 1 s f r i ends , l ed by Ki mur a, t he j udo exper t  who 

had chal l enged Uchi da on November  20, s uddenl y mat er i a l i zed, 

ar med t hemsel ves wi t h odd s t i c k s and boar ds f r om t he wood p i l e 

and f or Aed a c i r c l e ar ound t he t wo f i gh t i ng men. Thi s was done 

t o keep t he member s o f  t he Young Men's Or gani zat i on who wer e 

now ar r i v i ng i n l ar ge number s f r om mobbi ng I maohi . 1/ Mr . 

Mi yamot o 's wi f e and son at t empt ed to s t op t he f i g h t ; Mr s . 

Mi yamot o wa3 t hr own t o her  knees when she a t t empt ed t o gr asp 

t he s t i c k I maohi  was ho l di ng; t he son t s sai d t o have r ec ei v ed 

a bl ow on t he s i de of  t he head f r om one of  I mac hi ' s f r i ends , 

wher eupon he r an away . The f i ght  i t s e l f  di d not  l as t  mor e t han 

a f ew i f l i nut es and nei t her  of  t he'men was i n j ur ed s er i o us l y . 

Bef or e i t  was o v er , however , a cr owd number i ng i n t he nei ghbor -

hood o f  400 peopl e, composes o f  cur i ous b l o c k r es i dent s and 

Res egr egat i oni s t s had as âe)bl ed. At  t h i s po i n t , s ev er al *o f  

t he o f f i c er s o f  t he Young Men's As s o c i at i o n who had come 

r unni ng t o t he f i g h t , appr oached I machi  and demanded an 

exp l anat i on. I maohi  t her eupon made a 25 or  30 mi nut e s peec h t o 

t he assmebl ed c r owd, i n whi ch he denounced t he l eader s of  t he 

Young Men 's Or gani zat i o n as men who wer e maki ng gangs t er s o f  t he 

yout h o f  Tul e L ak e, men who wer e degr adi ng t he t r ue s p i r i t  o f  

J apan. The onl y account  o f  t h i s speech came f r om Mr . Oi s h i : 

"He ( I mac hi ) s a i d , 'T h i s o r gani zat i o n i s maki ng hoodl ums 
out  of  t he boys her e, a bunch o f  gangs t er s . Ar e you peopl e who 

1/ Sever al  i nf or mant s s t at ed t hat  xx t he Res egr egat i oni s t s sent  
out  an al ar m i n r esponse t o whi ch member s of  t he Young Men's 
Or gani zat i o n r ushed to t he f r ay i n f o r c e . Thi s cannot  be 
v e r i f i ed . I t  i s not  i mpr obabl y , however , s i nce an at t ac k f r om 
t he Kai - Kur at omi  f ac t i on had f r een ant i c i pat ed f or - t hr ee week s . 
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I HDI TI DUAI i  QPPQSTI ON 10 THE BE3E0REQATI 0N GROUP � MKf  g 
I  . jggjĤrag ; 

AND KIRA COMB TO GRIPS 

Dur i ng l ate Oct ober  and November , k n x a x a x x i h a n k n a t i x 

af t er  t h e ^l x t t i x anxi et y A D̂ kbxt abi ** t f esgnt ment  of  the 

i ndi v i dual  opponent s of the Resegr egat i on GROUP(mar kJ t edl  ̂

i nc r eased* J NDIVIDUAISJ N̂XPBOTBIXBKJ MIHANKAXAXN B̂X 

xaXaxf i xat ar i bKl ks* tkBxiadknkax KAXATNGHXNFN*x *N±Axka»Ahxx 

havi ng kept t hemsel ves as wel l  i nformed as poss i bl e on the 

ac t i v i t i es of the Resegregati on Gr o up 's l eader s, wer e conv i nced 

that the Ar i taka- Abe beat i ng and the kni f i ng by Sawada were 

engeneered by Ki r a to si l ence opposi t i on. Mr s. Yamaguchi  

began t o be very ner vous over the pl i ght of her husband kho 

was wel l  known f or  hi s di sapproval  of the pr es sur e gr oup. 1 ? 

I n l ate Oc t ober , Mr . f r i ends began t o pj .ck up 

TAAROMTFIWIFB̂ THAT Ki r a had det er mi ned OX̂  a actionJ U 
A 

I KT*  ̂ the camp i nto an upr oar , AAS L̂LEGED pl an was to 
opposers of the Resegr egat i on MMM V  ̂ V̂C 

beat up t wel ve n̂xx i n one ni ght and si mul t aneousl y pr esent 

a pet i t i o n to Mr . Myer , s i gned by the thousands of nomi nal  

members of the Resegr egat i on Gr oup, as k i ng f or the r emoval  

W and an i nformant i n h i s gr oup stated that he
1 

of Mr . Best * 2 ) I f Ki r a di d cont empl at e t hi s p l an ,¿he was 

evi dent l y r el y i ng on the/\ XATBBROXAKAIEM|NIKFLITBKIBXMXIATOKMMIRK 

probabi l i ty that *K*X an i nci dent of t hi s M n̂i t ude woul d 

get newspaper  p u b l i c i t y and embar r ass t he WRA gr eat l y '. 

Mr . ^̂ J , however , Mpgai T P̂ f  by f r i ends 

� 

MaxmXmaai mx a*axaâmxai B±©J ubxi hB Umm* t ^S j a i a r  

xaxax««aka®x*amxaxk±agmWaxn»nxai ni Bi ftaf l knkn£n be£oxe m o t i o n 

S Look t hi s up i n not es i n Ber k l ey . 
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ar e t he f at her s and mot her s of  t hese pr ec i ous boys goi ng t o 
per mi t  t hi s or gani zat i on t o make hoodl ums out  of  your  boy s I " l / 

I . R . Hankey, No t es . Dec . 1944, p . 26. 



r eques t ed r epat r i at i on« 

The pet i t i o n t her ef or e pl acc r̂ t l i e r es i dent s i n &<&££ a 

d i f f i c u l t  po s i t i o n . Some 6500 r eso l ved t hi s by s i gni ng, 

ei t her  because t hey des i r ed t o r epat r i at e or  because t hey 

t ho 

ught  t hat  s i gni ng coul d do not  har m and not hi ng mi ght  

come of  t he mat t er  anyway* Sfaiaxmimkarri iafcxmxfcnaiaritactmtfciH 

r i kei i exAaat axmfmt i aamxi i gaaax Ot her s s i gned because i t  was s xt azx 

eas i er  t o s i gn when appr oached t han t o r ef use and i ncur  t he 

i r e of  t he mi l i 4*a i  suppor t er s i n t hei r  bl ock* I t  shoul d be 

s t r es s ed t hat  t he 6500Q s i gnat ur es i nc l uded t he dependent s of  

t he acgt xg s i gnees* Ot her s di d not  xt xg s i gn, compl ai ned 

t hat  t he pr essur e gr oup was goi ng t oo f ar , but  c ont i nued! 

t o r e i t er at e, "t he l oyal  and Yes- Tes peopl e must  get  out " bjt  

whi ch t hey al aays meant  t he ot her  f el l ow'* Ot her s di d not  

s i gn, say i ng t hat  xjcxzft t hey had al r eady t aken i xx a l l  

necessar y s t eps i n appl y i ng f or  r epat r i at i o n or  expat r i at f cen, 

comi ng t o Tul e Lake as segr egees was s uf f i c i ent  pr oof  of  

t hei r  i nt ent  and bes i des , "we ar e a l l  £apanesew'£ These 

i ndi v i dual s al so s t r essed t hat  M t te l o ĈL" had t o be got t en out  

of  camp* 



1 
H * 

The c r owd i s s a i d t o have r ec e i v ed Mr . I mao h i ' s s oeeoh 

r e s p e c t f u l l y , ev en t hough he was s peak i ng i n a b l o o k wh i c h 

me mbe r  s � was al mos t  e n t i r e l y oomr esed ofA 
0¿<U¿ \  1 

" I f  t hey wer e opposed to i t , I  t h i nk t he mJ mwho t hr as hed 
Mi yamot o woul d ha- ve been mobbed on t he s p o t . But  I  hear d t hey 
s t ood and l i s t en ed to what  he had t o s a y l i ke a good s u d i en o e . 
. . He spoke aga i ns t  t hat  o r g a n i z a t i o n , how o r az y t hey wer e 
et o." 1/ 9

 *
 9 

r ank s of  

T h i s bo l d day l i gh t  a t t a c k c r e a t e d c o ns t er nat i o n i n t he 

Mflnlfcnlrfí .'riwii  nnril  f cha Tie, t h e ¿ �dsun. Ho wev er , t hey 

p u l l ed t hems el v es t oget her  » « o u U y , t ook c o u n s e l , had a meet i n g , 

a n d d e o i d e d t o br i ng down t he power  of  t he Un i t ed St at es l aw 

upon t he gambl er s r at her  t han r i s k t he c o ns equenc es of  a 

vengeanoe l es s ao o ep t i b l e t o t he a d mi n i s t r a t i o n . A c c o r d i n g l y , 

Mr . Uohi da , t he da nf r ho, a n d s ev er a l  o t her  h i gh r an k i n g o f f i c e r s 

wer e summoned and p r o babl y o n t he d̂o i c e of  Yamaf chi t a and 

V|n Ian |m m*i , U c h i d a , Mat suda and Yamane swor e out  a oomo l ai nt  

aga i ns t  I ma o h â n d m a ot her  men, whom t he âo o us ed of  s t a ¿ J  / / 

about  wi t h o l ubs and t h r eat en i ng t he o J bwd .1 unf or .t ut oa t e l y f o r  

/f~t J r < W mw t  'VVufcw* 
t hem, none of  t hese f t sMt u o f f i c t f r s ŵi n̂ es s e i  t he ac t u a l  f i g h t , 

a f a c t  w hi  oh was t o cause t hem gr eat  embar r as s ment  and a n x i e t y '¿J L 

aJ t  Usj . - t yi aJ Z,  ̂ ¿«t ŷj U r̂ vCL; u X̂J L c*J uCa <H 
The J apanes e I n t e r n a l  Se o u i r i t y r ef us ed t o have any t h i ng % 

t o do wi t h t he c ase , t e l l i n g t he Cauc as i an p o l i c e , "Y o u t ake t h i s ; 

i t ' s t oo hot  f o r  u s . " The Cauo as i an P o l i o e pr ompt l y ar r es t ed 

t he 11 ac c us ed men and t ook t hem t o t he K l amat h F a l l s j a i l . 

I mmedi at e l y a f t e r  t he f i gh t  and t he a r r e s t s , t he d es eg r eg a t i o n 

Gr o up hel d a s p e c i a l  meet i ng , a f t er  wh i c h t hey de l uged t he camp 

wi t h mi meogr aphed s t at ement s wh i c h t hey po s t ed i n t he l a t r i n es and 

l a u n d r i e s . Thes e s t at ement s des c r i bed t he a f f a i r  as ân unpr ovok ed 

a t t a c k by gangs t er s on t he i r  / p e a c e f u l  o r g a n i z a t i o n " . Non-

1/ i bi d«, Deo. 16, 1944, p . 2. 
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Resegr egant s pai d l i t t l e heed to t hese no t i c eg. i n fmMiii 'itg 

bi i t i j * u in* u.11 : . The f o l l owi ng i s a t ypi cal  exampl e of  one * 

of  t he 9 t s � no t i c es : 

"On December  16, r i ght  af t er  l unch, Mr . Yai chi r o 
Mi yamot o and hi s son of  Bl ock 54 has been at t acked by a 
gr oup of  20 or  30 gangst er s and bot h of  t hem r ecei ved 
i nj ur i es on t he body and f ac es . Thi s mat t er  has been 
r eoor t ed to I nt er nal  oecu±i t y by wi t nesses t oget her  wi t h 
weapons t hey used i n t hi s at t ack i ng, r eques t i ng spec i al  
i nves t i gat i on of  t he mat t er , Mr . Mi yamot o and hi s son has 
per sonal l y r epor t ed and sent  i n f or mal  accusat i on f or  at t ack-
er s t o t he I nt er nal  Sec ur i t y . Ther ef or e, t he members of  t he 
aokuj i  Ki koku Hoshi - dan and t he Hokoku sei nen- dan shoul d 
r emai n sane and r ef r ai n f r om di sor der l y ac t i o ns . " 

ATTI TUDES OF THE PEOPLE 

Si nce t hi s spect acul ar  I f i ght  occur r ed j usf  bef or e t he 

l i f t i n i  of  t he exc l us i on or l er  and t he i n i t i at i on of  t he 

ARmy hear i ngs i t  was di f f i c u l t  t o get  as many [st at ement s of  

at t i t uf ees as woul d have bel n poss i bl e, had noj  t he r es i dent s 

been psychol ogi cal l y j ar r et  by t he occur r ancel  of  so many 

i mpor t ant  event s i n r api dl success i on. By ana l ar ge, t he 

non- Rl segr egat i oni st s di al  not  t ake s i des ent hus i as t i cal l y i n 

t he ml t t er , al t hough t he[ maj or i t y of  t he pecfpl e wer e ¡uMHHM- y 

gl ad I bhat  t he Resegr egat J Loni st s had been at l acked openl y . 
/ I  Szt i uUt  *  ̂

4 
3 

he J kai - l i ur at omi  gr oup was n o t i o n e l i p o p u Dp r  .y\ Many peopl e 

r egar ded t he i nc i dent  af; a ver y i nt er es t i nl  scandal  whi ch i t  

wak. amusi ng t o di s c us s ! Pr obabl y t he most *wi despr ead 

at t i t ude was "Let  t he ft  wo bunches f i ght  i J  .t hey want  t o" � 

Hcf cever , as f ar  as pal l i e opi ni on was concer ned, t he 

i i c i dent  di d t he Resdgr egat i oni s t s a gr eat  deal  of  har m. On 

wi e whol e, t hey had I  r ef ut at i on t o l ose J  whi ch t he "gambl er s" 

l i d no t . Some peopl l  who had been  ̂ l ukewar m suppor t er s ef   

i l u ijli  ji  I I I  111 itiiii  i r tgwtmJ  now swungTawcy f r oml  t hem. The most  

[ s i gni f i cant  of  t he sl bt i t udes obt ai ned oar  

(who, i t  wi l l  be r emefnber ed, had at  one t  

e f r om Mr . Okamot o, 

me been an 
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Sever al  mi nor  f i ght s or  near  f i ght s wer e r epor t ed soon 

af t er  t he beat i ng. These wer e r eput ed t o be i ns t i gat ed by 

t he"l Hn£f t f̂ c±M "l ong- hai r s " as t he Kai - Kor at omi - Tsucfa f ac t i on 

came t o be c al l ed, embol dened by t he success f ul  at t ac k . No 

ser i ous encount er s t ook pl ac e, bat  i t  i s not  i mpr obabl e t hat  

s o l i t ar y or  out number ed "shavepheads" wer e t aunt ed, i ns ul t ed, 

and i nt i mi dat ed. Yamaguchi  s t at ed t hat  t her e had been two 

addi t i onal  f i ght s and t hat  he had hear d a "frnxgafcainrifc man 

say i n t he f i s h mar ket ; 

T! St t KÜ l l l M̂i l I K I Î Í mi p : aODl i rnr tanx: Étáfer  wnn* mf m 

t f l âxj shgmnl mmf l j  ̂
H t x z k m 

"Wel l ',' I ' m goi ng, over  t o 54 and I  hope t o get  one of  t hem." 

Si nce t he speaker  had l ong hai r , Yamaguchi  deduced t hat  he 

was af t er  a shave- he ad.1/ 

1 . i b i d . . Dec . 19, 1944, p . 3 
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on ' i s l eat her  g l o v es /̂ Wel l , I 1 a i d i n g OYc X m̂ 54 a n / 
I  hope>f o get  / / ona/of  t hem, a r  had l on f̂ f ai r  so T̂ 
i Oi ev?>̂ hi oh''3i de he/bel onged t  ̂ 1/  t 

A ver y s i gni f i c ant  sequel  t o t he f i ght  was t he r um'oi - e^̂  

r es i gnat i on of  sever al  hundr ed members f r om t he Re s e g r e g a t i  ̂

Gr oup. These r es i gnat i ons wer e sai d to be most  numer ous i n 

l̂ o . c k 54 wher e t he f r acas t ook pl ac e. Dr . Opl er  r ecei ved 

V i nf or mat i on t hat  163 members had l ef t  i n bl oc k (5p, EOO i n 3 � 

bl ock t he bl ock wher e t hè headquar t er s wer e l ocat ed, 

and he bel i eved t hat  t he body had been cut  t o hal f  i t s 

st r engt h -  500 l ef t  of  an or i gi nal  1000. Zj  Ther e was no 

way of  oheoki ng t hese f i gur es and thej f  wr i t er  i s i nc l i ned 

to bel i eve t hat  t hey wer e exagger at ed. Most  i nf or mat i on 

on t hese wi t hdr awal s came f r om t he ant i - Resegr egat i oni s t s 

who wer e too pr one t o be opt i mi st i c about  t he di s i nt egr at i on 

Of  t he or gani zat i on. Sever al  hundr ed per sons may have 

r es i gned; undoubt edl y, t he Hokoi i u- dan and Hoshi - dan l ost  a 
member shi p 

gr eat  deal  of  f ac e; but  t he fea&y/was not  cut  i n hal f  nor  

^r 7 u | h t ^t o The br i nk of  c o l l apse. Never t hel ess , t he 

st r engt h of  t hese r u m o r s of  r es i gni at i ons i s i ndi cat i ve !�-  5 ¿"'vipr  � " 1 

of  publ i c sent i ment al /Mr . J §. s ai d: 

"I  he fir  d many f ami l i es havV r es i gned. Thl y used 
t o be ver y (st r ong i n bl ock 54. I Por mer l y t her e Iwer e onl y 
s i x f ami l i es who wer e not  member s. But  now -  «oday t her e 
ar e oni v f i t e or  s i x bel ongi ng ( i n bl ock 54) . En bl oc£ 
E5 t he membl i s seei  t o have pr ot est ed ver y st r of cgl y and 
some wer e asked t o r es i gn. Al l  t \ ose who had bl en aa*ed 
t o r es i gn ar i  wi l l i ngl y r es i gni ng\ or  br eaki ng a J ay . Many 
ar e br eak i ng Away whet her  t hey ar ei asked t o or  A t . oj  

The l eadel s of  t he Resegr egat i Vn Gr oup who l ow wer e 

[ f or ced by ci r cumst ances t o t hr o v â i l f̂ t̂ hei r r̂ e l j anc e 

1/ i b i d . , Dec . 19, 1944, p . 3. 
w MI T Communi t y Anal ys i s , "Cent er  Tr end Repor t , Dec . ¿ 6, 

1944, p . I S . 
3/ R . Hankey, Not es , Dec . E l , 1944, p . ¿ 0. 
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Mr . Oi s h i  sai d t hat  he had hear d t hat  many f ami l i es wer e 

r es i gn i ng . I n b l o c k 54, f or  i ns t anc e, al most  ever y f ami l y 

had bel onged. Si nce t he f i ght  he had hear t  t hat  a l l  but   ̂

f i v e or  s i x o f  t he f ami l i es i n t he bl ock had r es i gned. 

f oxadt al k̂nt ni mQcni Bxi ^̂  H e added t hat  

a gr oup of  member s i n b l o c k 25 had pr et es t ed ver y s t r ongl y 

at  t he pr ev ai l i ng Res egr ggat i oni s t  po l i o i es and had t hen 

been asked t o r es i gn . They , and many ot her s who had not  

been as k ed, wer e now get t i ng out * 1/ 

The l eader s of  t he Res epr egat i on Gr oup who di d not  

wi s h t o r i s k more v i o l enc e wer e f or ced t o t hr ow a l l  o f  t he i r  

r el i anc e on get t i ng j us t i c e t hr ough l egal  c hannel s . They 

assumed an at t i t ude of  i n j ur ed i nnocence and v i r t u e , p l as t er ei  

t he SBXntixx l at r i nes and l aundr i es wi t h announcement s o f  

t he wr ong whi ch had been done t hem and bombar ded t he 

admi ni s t r at i on mt h s i mi l ar  s t at ement s . Yamas hi t a, i n a 

st at ement  he s ai d he was sendi ng t o Mr . No y es , accused t he 

Kai - Kur at omi  f ac t i nn o f  bei ng gangs t er s , and o f  pl anni ng t he 

at t ack i n Rever end K a i f s home, wher e Kai  r egal ed t hem wi t h 

l i quor  and xr onxgaa "even some money". He accused ttoxxDtx&x 
Kai  Kur at omi  and '1' suda 

hav i ng "i ns t i gat ed t he publ i c t o bad agai ns t " t he 

Res egr ggat i nn Gr oup and t he Young Men's Or gani aat i on, ever  

s i ncd t hey wer e r e Ma s e d f r om t he s t o c k ade. / He sj t at ed t hat  

t hr ee of  t he mda i nvo l ved i n t he/ f i gh t  din Bl o c k /54 M J  

been expel l ed/Tr om t he Re segr egat i on Gr oup and/had "been ver y 

nas t y about  f t .  � and made bad/ r emar k s . " He/def ended/ t he 

j at  i nn l i k e XTS'yfiL. l.rr  .do t hat *Us, 

.j L I  
y R . Hankey , No t es , Dec . 21, 1944, p . 25, 
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Al t hough Rever end Kai  was nomi nal l y a member  of  t he adul t  

Resegr egat i on Gr oup, Yamshi t a expl ai ned: 

"He does n't  l i k e our  or gani zat i on whi ch was ex i s t i ng . , 
when he came out  of  t he s t ockade. He had i nt ent i on of  
br eak i ng up our  or gani zat i on stiaxKkxxxaxax±:s:fc±J igx because t he 

exi s t ence of  any or gani zat i on makesj i t  ver y i nconveni ent  f o r  
hi m t o become l eader  i n t h i s camp. " 

Yaj gm î i umadj àBànfchxi i xKr i  

K a i , cont i nued Yamashi t a was u t i l i z i ng t he emu l s i o n 

of  member s astern oppor t uni t y t o make a st and agai ns t  t he 

Bes egr egat i oni s t s , "but  i n my opi ni on i t  c oul dn't  be done 

wi t h t hei r  si mpl e mi nds ." St i l l  "t hey ar e ver y st r ong because 

«hey have connect i on wi t h t he gambl er s and t he l i quor  manu-

f ac t ur i ng j o i n t s . Yamashi t a s t at ed t hat  t hr ee of  t he men 

i nvol ved i n t he f i ght  i n Bl ock 54 had beoa expel l ed f r om t he 

Resegr egat i on Gr oup and had "been ver y nas t y about  i t . , and 

made bad r emar ks ." He def ended t he Resegr egat i oni s t Ss 

expul s i on po l i c y , s t at i ng 
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t hat  t h i s was t he "nat ur al " and "honor abl e" xxyxaf  t h i ng 

t o do accor di ng t o "t he J apanese way of  t h i nk i ng". 

co nt i nued: 

"Don't  you t hi nk t h i s case ought  t o be t r i ed out s i de 
i n Al t ur as? (t he Count y Seat ) We don' t  want  i t  t r i ed by 
Mr . Bes t ' s j udgement . We want  i t  maxi mi zed i ns t ead of  
mi ni mi zed." 

Mr . Yamas hi t a's des i r e t hat  t he case be t r i ed i n 

Al t ur as and "maxi mi zed i ns t ead of  mi ni mi zed" was , et  l eas t  

i npar t , based on t he shr ewd deduct i on of  how much t h i s 

publ i c i t y woul d embar r ass t he WRA. He ended by st at i ng 

t hat  i f  t he as s ai l ant s r ecei ved onl y 90 days , "t he peopl e 

wi l l  not  be s at i s f i ed and t her e wi l l  be b i g t r oubl e. " 

"Ther e wi l l  be bl oods hed," sai d h i s wi f e, " I ' m 

af r ai d bombs won't  st op t hem (t he Young Men's Or gani zat i on) 

or  t anks e i t her . " 1 / 

1 . i b i d . , Dec . 18, 1944, pp. 3- 6. 
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Al t ur as ? Y/e don11 want  i t  t r i ed by M 
V/e want  i t  maxi mi / ĉl  i ns t ead of  mi ni  
so f o r t h -  t he peopl e her  
wi l l  be bi g t d̂ubl e 

Hi s rdtxe added: "The 
A 

j nol ufced'j  

Yamashi t a 

s t ar t  "Then i t  wi l l  b§ /goo 
ai j j ĥi ng aga i n . " \ J j  

ATTI TUDE OF THE ADl- lIII  I  STRATI  Oi l  -  ATTEUPTS AT PRESSURE BY 

BOTH PARTI ES 

The at t i t ude o f  t he WRA s t af f  i n gener al  was one of  

exci t ement  and i nt er es t  i n t he bat t l e bet ween t he two 

f ac t i o ns . T̂he Member s of  t he Î nt  er nal  Sec ur i t y , who had 

l ong f ear ed t he power  of  t he Res egr egat i oni s t s wer e s t r ongl y 

pr o- Kur at omi . Mr . Best  and Mr . Noyes wer e anxi ous t o avoi d 

any pub l i c i t y , whi ch i s per haps why t he t r i a l  was kept  on 

t he pr o j ec t  l ev el . To have i t  known to t he Amer i can publ i c 

t hat  a power f ul  pr o- J apanese or gani zat i on o J  u 1L ol dl i u'b of  

t î g'i l QuWi i i » dan exi s t ed' i n Tul e Lake coul d have caused t he WRA 

much embar r assment . The pr esence of  an or gani zed gr oup of  

gambl er s was not  a mat t er  t o be adver t i sed wi t her . Mr . 

I i oyes, however  s I  LI|  I TP 1 Tnrl  I f u l l i n g i n 

=sr r 3 p̂r oce d̂ ent i r el y accor di ng t o l aw. When t he 

war r ant s wer e swor n o ut , t he 11 men named wer e ar r es t ed 

i mmedi at el y and t aken to t he Kl amat h P a l l s j a i l . Foyes t o l d 

t he wr i t er / t hat  t he pe/sons who s i gned/ t he war r ant s/ had f i r st  

cont endedr  t hat  t he at t ac k had been ent i r el y wi t hout  war / i ng . 

L at er y î owever , t h e / admi t t ed t hat  t fmachi  had c/me i nt j b t he 

o f f i c e t o ask why *i e had been expel l ed. 

Bot h fact i ons/yi f t i i j j bAt  to not e t o i nf l uence t he admi ni s t r a-

1/ i b i d . , Dec . 18, 1944, pp . 3- 6. 

i  � 
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t i o n and "to t h t hr eat ened f hat  i f  t hei r  suggest i ons wer e not  

f o l l owed i mmedi at el y "t hey woul d not  "be al bl e t o hol d o f f  

t hei r  boys and t her e woul d be bl oods hed". Mr . Ki r  a i s 

r epor t ed to have made t h i s st at ement  t o Mr . Bes t . The 

Resegr egat i oni s t s , among whom Yamashi t a now assumed t he 

l eadi ng r o l e, demanded i ns t ant  j us t i c e and heavy sent ences« 

Kur at onO. and Tsuda, who came f or war d as I mac hi 1s spokesmen and 

def ender s , demanded i ns t ant  r e l eas e. Mr . Noyes had an 

i nt er v i ew wi t h t hem i n whi ch t hey t o l d hi m t hat  "t he gr oup 

behi ni  t hem s ai d, !l M£Less t hose guys ar e l et  out  and 3e t  out  

qui c k l y , we won !t  be r espons i bl e f o r  what  happens .1, 1 They 

al so l et  Noyes know by i ndi r ec t  mear \ sMt hat  i f  bot h pr i nc i pal s , 

I machi  and Mi yamot o, got  10 days suspended, ever ybody wi l l  be -

happy ". Noyes was unmoved and t ol d t hem "t h i s wi l l  be a t r i a l  

on t he f ac t s ". 1/ 

ATTI TUDES OF THE PEOPLE 

Si nce t hi s spect acul ar  f i ght  occur r ed j us t  bef or e t he 

l i f t i ng of  t he exc l us i on or der  and t he i n i t i at i o n of  t he 

Army hear i ngs , i t  was d i f f i c u l t  t o get  as many st at ement s of  

at t i t udes as woul d have been pos s i bl e, had not  t he r es i dent s 

been psycho l ogi cal l y j ar r ed by t he occur r ance of  ««xMXRyx 

imjafiixJt sever al î i u î .u'l jaiil  Tit onto An rap.111 <mooooq- toa. By and 

l ar ge, t he KnfcAxfieoa&g r es i dent s d i d not  t ake s i des ent hus i as-

t i c a l l y i n t he r at t er , al t hough most  of  t he peopl e wer e g£ad 

t hat  t he Resegr egat i oni s t s had been at t acked openl y . The Kai -

Kur at omi  gr oup was not  ver y popul ar . S t i l l , ant d- Resegr ega-

1 . i b i d . , Stosx p . V . 
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t i o nAi t s wer e so p l eas ed "by t he at t ac k t hat  ev er ĥ o u gh t h e y 

d i d not  l i k e t he Kai - Kur at omi  f ac t i o n t hey wer e c ar ef u l , when 

di s c us s i ng t he mat t er , not  t o h i nt  t hat  t hey t hougl ĵ t  

t hey wer e i nv o l v ed. Many peopl e r egar ded t he i nc i dent  as a ver y 

i nt er es t i ng scandal  whi ch i t  was amusi ng t o d i s c us s . Pr obabl y 

t he most  wi despr ead at t i t ude was , "L et  t he t wo bunches f i ght  

¿fr-

i t  out  i f  t hey want  t o " coupl ed wi t h * * y d e s i r e t hat  t he 

Res egr egat i o ni s t s woul d come out  second b e s t . However , as f a r  as publ i c op i ni on was concer ned, t he i n-

c i dent  di d t he ^̂  

l  l-  i  i l r * J  ~ had a r eput at i on t o l o s e , ' wh i c h t he "gambl er s " 

d i d no t . Some peopl e who had been l ukewar m suppor t er s now 

swung def i n i t e l y away f r om t hem i sn** "s uper - pat r i o t s " . 

The most  s i gn i f i c ant  of  t he at t i t udes o b t a i n e d came f r om 

Mr . Okamot o, who, I t  wi l l  be r emember ed, had at  one t i me been 

an ar dent  suppor t er  of  t he gr oups 
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"Ever ybody i s c r i t i c i z i ng t he Sokuj l  (Kes egr egat i oni s t s ) 
now. Thi s i s a good t i me t o j ump o f f  Tget  out  of  t he or gani za-
t i on) . f  , Ever ybody i s di sgust ed wi t h t hem. I 'm not  goi ng t o 
any of  t hei r  HE et i ngs . � � 

"What  t hey say and speak i s opposi t e f r om what  t hey do . * 
I  bel i eve most  of  t he member s ar e r eal l y di sgust ed about  t he 
way t he or gani zat i on i s r unni ng. They I  t he l eader s ) XXK push 
t he peopl e. . .'Thei r  i dea i s wr ong. . They ar e f o r c i ng a l l  
t hese t hi ngs (us i ng pr es s ur e) . 

"They s t at ed i n t he r egul at Anns t hat  t hei r  o r gani zat i on 
i s not  po l i t i c a l , but  gr adual l y t hey st epped i nt o po l i t i c s . 
I  don't  l i ke i t  and t he peopl e do n ' t  l i ke i t  e i t her . Af t er  I  
see t hi s i nc i dent  (t he Bl ock 54 f i ght ) I  f ee l  i t ' s bet t er  t o 
st ay out ." 

Okamot o r ei t er at ed t he at t i t ude whi ch t he r es i dent s 

wer e us i ng wi t h i nc r eas i ng f r equency agai ns t  t he pr essur e of  

t he Resegr  gat i on Gr oup, s t at i ng t hat  "af t er  a l l " ever yone had 

come t o f ul e Lake wi t h t he same obj ec t , r et ur ni ng t o J apan/ l / 

The Yamaguohi s wer e not  sympat het i c t o ei t her  f ac t i o n , but  

bei ng st r ong ant i - Resegr egat i oni s t s wer e del i ght ed wi t h t he 

at t ack on Mi yamot o. They r emar ked t hat  Mi yamot o was ver y 

unpopul ar  i n hi s b l o o k and t hat  "a l ady" had t ol d t hem, "Ver y 

f ew peonl e have pi t y on f cJ as h i m. " Mr . Yamaguohi  t ook a 

humor ous v i ew of  t he s i t uat i on, s t at i ng t hat  j abmxx at  any 

r at e i t  was easy t o r eoogni ze t he adher ant s of  ei t her  f ac t i on -

t he "gambl er s " wor e l ong hai r  and t he Young Men's Or gani zat i on 

had t hei r  heads shaved. 2/ 

1/ i b i d . , Deo. 19, 1944, pp. 1, 2 
2 . i b i d . , p . 3 . 
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(The above st at ement  i s wi shf ul  t hi nk i ng, s i noe th 

Resegr egat i oni s t s i mmedi at el y spr ead t he news t hat  t h ŷ 

had been at t acked /by t he Zai - Kur at oai  "gangs t e r s ". / So me 

ant i - Resegr egat ôni st s hes i t at ed t o admi t  even t o/t he 

wr i t er  t hat  t hey knew t hat  t he 2a i  Eur at omi  f ac / i on was 

i nvol ved in-  t he beat i ng. Even Mr . X. who usual l y get s 
/ / 

accur at e I nf or mat i on st at ed t hat  he had hea d̂ t hat  t he 

men ar r es t ed, par t i cul ar l y Ki mur a, had not /i r i g to do wi t h 

t he mg h t , ) 
/ 

/ Mr s . Yamaguchi  cont i nued: g 

/ "Geor ge (her  husband) says i t  was/i Oai 's gang because 
/ t h e Sokoku out  out  a not i ce some t i me/ago t hat  somet hi ng 

/ wi l l  ha . en and Kai  was t he one who took t he not i ce t o t he 
/ po l i oe. The co l oni al  pol i ce sai d i i f  was a ool i f ci cal  i ssue 

/ and t hey woul dn't  hai i dl e i t . " 

Mr . Yamaguchi  t ook a humor ou/ vi ew of  t he s i t uat i on, 

s t at i ng t hat  i t  was ver y easy t / r ecogni se t he adher ant s 

of  ei t her  f aot i on -  t he gambl er s wor e l ong hai r  and t he 

Hokoku had t hei r  heads s hav ed/o f f . 1̂ / 
L & " i r - L i ^ u . J I T I I j j i . i I I I  

Mr . havi ng l ong been a st al war t  opponent  of  t he 

Resegr egat i on Gr oup was del i ght ed at  t h/e di f f i c u l t  s i t uat i on 

i n whi ch t hey now f ound t hemsel ves. He t hor oughl y enj oyed 

t he l oss of  f ace and di scomf i t ur e of  t he l eader s . 

ha r?iri  U l U LJ iUL J.lL . l l lmui  a, J i  ibl l fl  Of  mvui vat+rr r  had 

not hi ng to &i r '»at h tiVir  hf f i t dng. Her e, he wa- s- mis i nf or med. 

He i nt er pr et ed t he f act  t hat  t he at t ack was made by an 

excel l ed member  ax as a s i gn of  i nt er nal  t r oubl e among 

t he members of  t he or gani zat i on. Thi s was not  ac t ual l y 

t r ue, however , s i nce I maohi  had been a cr ony o£ Kur at o î 1s 

l ong bef or e he j oi ned t he Hoshi - dan. M». ^a n t i c i p a t e d 

1/ i b i d . , Dec . 19, 1944, p . ¿5. 
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more t r oubl é. 

"Thi s i s not hi ng bat  an i nt er nal  expl os i on. . * I  
A t hi nk t her e wi l l  be more t r oubl e. Thi s i s t he begi nni ng of  

t he di s i nt egr at i on of  the or gani zat i on. I f  t he i nantans 
xnxnxAEHKTOTRMmmTOIamànthKnwnXÔDsrimmdn ba&rsx (Resegr e gat i oni s t  ) 
l eader s ar e pi cked up now and t hr own behi nd bar s , t he camp 
wi l l  qui et  down. I f  not  -  t he f i r e has s t ar t ed. , � 

" I  t hi nk t he peopl e ar e now di sgust ed to some ext ent  and 
ar e gl  d t o see t hi ngs of  t hat  nat ur e ( l i ke t he beat i ng) 
happf i B. I f  t hey wer e opposed t o i t , I  t hi nk t he men who 
t hr ashed Mi yamot o woul d have been mobbed on t he ver y s pot . 
But  I  hear d t hsy st ood and l i s t ened to what  he had t o say 
l i ke a good audi enc e." 

Si nce Mr . Oi shi  bel i eved Alt  t hi s t i me t hat  t he men who 

had been ar r est ed wer e qui t e i nnocent , he was of  t he opi ni on 

D16- 1, 2. t hat  t hey shoul d be r el eased i mmedi at el y by t he aut ho r i t i es .1/ 

THE TRI AL 

The t r i a l  l ast ed t hr ee days and was mar ked by ext r eme 

f or mal i t y on t he par t  o f  t he admi ni s t r at i on and by cons i der abl e 

fe per j ur y on t he par t  of  t he wi t nes s es . To begi n mt h , Mr . 

N0yes det er mi ned t hat  i t  woul d be conduct ed wi t h f u l l  cer emony 

and t hat  ever y cour t  pr ocedur e woul d be obser ved. Thi s he di d 

t o i mpr ess bot h f act i ons wi t h t he sol emni t y of  the occasi on and 

l eave no openi ng f or  c r i t i c i s m f r om ei t her  p l ai nt i f f s or  

def endant s . Mr . Gunder son, Ass i st ant  Pr oj ect  Di r ec t or , 

pr es i ded as j udge and t wo i nt er pr et er s wer e pr esent . X On a 

t abl e bes i de t he j udge's desk x&xbgbsrxKfl t  l ay f our  exhi bi t s 

f ur ni shed by t he Young Men's Or gani zat i on. These wer e a 
and 

sec t i on of  a l ar ge mop wi t h t he r ag at t acked,/ t hr ee pi eces of  

wood, one l ong and f l a t , one shor t  t wo- byôf our / and one ver y 

l ong two- by- two wi t h a l ar ge t oi l  pr ot r udi ng f r om t he end. 

To t he r i ght  of  t he j udge, seat ed i n a body, wer e t he 11 

def endant s , al l  o f  whom appear ed t o be i n hi gh s p i r i t s and Vas 

1/ i b i d . . Deo. 16, 1944, pp . 1, 2. 
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i f  t hey wer e enj oy i ng t he o c c as i o n. They wer e char ged wi t h 

As s au l t , As s aul t  and Bat t ei y , Aggr avat ed Assaul t  and Bat t er y , 

Di s o r der l y Conduct  and Di s t ur bance of  t he Peac e. They wer e t o 

have been amai amt eH± char ged wi t h Ri ot  by Noyes dec i ded agai ns t  

t hi s s i nc e t he wor d"r i o t "mi ght  l eak t o t he newspaper s and 

gi ve r i s e t o araiHi i i iBxnftrini tt  s t o r i es o f  anot her  "r i o t " at  

Tul e L ak e. Most  o f  t he def endant s wer e bet ween t he ages of  

20 and 30. Bes i de t hem s at  t hei r  adv i s o r s , Mr . Kur at omi  and 

Mr . Teuda, who assumed t he t o l e of  counsel s f or  t he def enc e. 

Most  o f  t he r emai ni ng seat s i n t he r oom wer e occupi ed by t he 

r epr esent at i ves o f  t he Young Men's As s oc i at i on and t he 

Resegr egat i  n Grout ) and t hei r  wi t nes s es . They pr esent ed a 

mar ked cont r as t  t o t he def endant s l hoth i n appear ance and 

b ehav i o r . St enj p n̂ î XBi snmkt h idtifeB33ixnea»3q?xBi!BXBBtnfe3mfl§  

TAESTECXRL rhaal  <B ̂ IMIMMYNIAADNMCREI^̂ ÎXIIITNIIIST BX£ cm XHMIS n an CMXITOHjcx 

The young men, many o f  whom had appar ant l y had t hei r  heads 

KKSE newl y shaved f or  t h i s oc c as i on, wear i ng t hei r  gr ey 

Hokoku uni f or m, sweat  s h i r t s bear i ng t he embl em of  t he r i s i ng 

s un, sat  i n d i gn i f i ed and oppr ess i ve s i l ence and gl ar ed 

ba l ef h l l y at  t he l i ght - hear t ed def endant s . Mr . Yamashi t .a 

occupi ed a pr omi nent  pl ace near  t he f r ont  of  t he r oom; Mr . 

Kat o ar r i v ed t o t ake not es of  t he pr oc eedi ngs . The dozen or  

so wi t nes s es f or  t he def ense sat  t oget her  i n a gr oun and kept  

t hemsel ves apar t  f r om t he Res egr egat i o n i s t s . Tens i om i n 

t he r oom was ver y gr : at ; t he def endant s r eac t ed t o i t  by 

pat t i ng on an exagger at ed appear ance of  i ndi f f er enc e and conf i -

dence and t he Resegr egat  i oni s t s by assumi ng an unemot i onal  

mask. 

The f i r s t  day o f  t he t r i a l  went  ver y badl y f o r  t he 

Resegr egat  i o n i s t s . Thei r  c h i ef  wi t nes s , t he danchoUchi  da, 





152. 

Sas ak i : I  d i dn ' t  do no t h i ng, l / 

The next  wi t ness f or  t  r epr osecut i on admi t t ed t hat  he 

had seen Mr . Mi yamot o p i c k up t he moo t o def end h i ms e l f , 

whi ch was damagi ng t o Miyanrtxto s i ncexkr df cs* Mi yamot o had 

pr ev i ous l y t es t i f i ed t hat  he had not  even seen t he mop. 

When Mr . Hay as h i , an o f f i c er  of  t he Young Men's Or gani zat i on 
al so , _ _ 

was c a l l ed , h e / t es t i f i ed t hat  he s c t axhad not  hear d what  

I maohi  s ai d " i n a l oud v o i c e ". The r eas on why no one hear d t h i s 

was by now becomi ng c l ear . The wi t nes s es di d not  wi sh t o 

r epeat  f ck I mac h i ' s s t at ement s denounc i ng t he Young Men's 

Or gani  zat i o n . 

I maohi , t he c hi eg def  endant , t hen t ook t he st and and t he 

at mospher e of  t he t r i a l  changed c ompl et el y . I ns t ead o f  t he 

t i mor ous hes i t anc e o f  t he Kes egr egat i oni s t  wi t nes s es , he adopt ed 

a l oquac i ous f r ankness . Des c r i bi ng t he f i gh t , he s t at ed t hat  

Mi yamot o had swung at  h i m, wher eupon he ( I maohi ) had gi v en hi m 

a j ab on t he j aw. Mi yamot o t hen pi cked up t he mop and hi t  

I maohi  £ br eak i ng t he mop. I maohi  t hen t ook t he mop away f r om 

Mi yamot o and hi t  hi m on t he head wi t h i t . 

The s t al war t  Mr . Ki mur a now t ook t he s t and i n hi s def ens e. 

He admi t t ed go i ng t o Bl ock 54 t o l ook out  f o r  I maohi  and 

admi t t ed pi c k i ng up a s t i c k t o make h i s def ense ifiore f o r mi dabl e. 

When asked t f x*zn* whi c h s t i c k , he pi c ked up t he l ong t wo-

by- t wo wi t h t he pr ot r udi ng n a i l . When asked i f  he had hel d t he 

s t i c k by t he end wi t h t he nai l  or  by t he ot her  end, he 

r ep l i ed : "At  f i r s t  I  hel d i t  by t he nai l  end , but  af t er war dl  

hel d I t  by t he ot her  end because i t  was mor e p r o t ec t i o n . " 2/ 

1 . i b i d . , Dec . 20, 1944, p . 14 
£ . i b i d . , p . 28. 
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At  t hi s poi nt  t he cour t r oom expl oded i nt o l aught er  whi ch 

was suppr essed wi t h d i f f i c u l t y . The #©nber s o f  t he Young 

Men's Or gani zat i on, however , managed to keep i mpassi ve gaoes 

and gl ar ped t hei r  di s appr oval . Mr . No yes s t at ed l at er  Shat  

had not  Ki mur a enj oyed hi msel f  so t hor oughl y , r ecount i ng wi t h 

gust o how he had pr ac t i c al l y s t ood of f  100 t o 150 o f  t he 

"bal d9heads" as he oal l ed t hem, by t he si mpl e expedi ent  of  

pi ok i ng up a l ar ge s t i c k wi t h a na i l  i n i t , he mi ght  kxxa: 

gnt i i xnxi r &xi mt t axnxasnt sxi i i zm.t xxk± n o t  m j  j v̂e r e c e i v e d t he 

suspended sent ence whi ch he was event ual l y gi ven. 

When t he ot her  def endant s wer e oal l ed a l l  pr oved t o have 

i ngeneous r easons f or  t hei r  appear ance i n Bl ock 54. I t  was 

obvi ous t hat  t hey had been doi ng some const r uct i ve t hi nk i ng 

dur i ng t hei r  conf i nement  i n the K&amat h F al l s j a i l . Four  o f  

t he def endant s who r oomed t oget her  s t at ed t hat  t hey had gone 

as a gr oup to congr at ul at e anot her  of  t he def endant s , Mr . 

Sh i t an i s h i , on t he bi r t h of  h i s babyt hi s f i f t h c h i l d ) . A l l  

deni ed havi ng pi cked up c l ubs and a l l  i nvar i abl y ment i oned 

t hat  t hey had hear d Mr s. Mi yamot o gtaexl i f tK c al l  out  t o t he 

young men t o gi ve t he emer gency bugl e c a l l . Thi s was done t o 

i mpr ess upon t he admi ni s t r at i on t he f ac t  t hat  t he Young Men's 

Gr oup had s uc h a c al l  and coul d r a l l y t hei r  membersxsdfcxxxy 

f or  act i on at  any t i me of  t he day or  n i gh t . Some o f  t he 

def endant s admi t t ed t hat  t hey had f el t  obl i gat ed to see t hat  

a bi gger  f i ght  di d not  s t ar t , but  none admi t t ed t hr eat eni ng 

or  s t r i k i ng anyone . 

Bef or e cal l i ng any wi t nesses f or  t he def ense Khr at omi  

r emar ked t hat  many wi t nesses had r ef used t o come f or  f ear  of  

r et a l i at i o n . The st at ement  caused Mr . Sunder  son, t he j ddge, 
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t o as k shar pl y : 

"What  do you mean by r et al i at i on? I s a per son af r ai d 
t o get  up i n t he wi t ness st and f or  f ear  of  what  mi ght  happen?" 

Kur at omi  r epl i ed ambi guous l y, wher eupon bot h Noyes and 

Gunder son asked i f  i ± t he wi t nesses wer e af r ai d of  i ndi v i dual s 

or  gr oups or  i f  t hey t act s: wer e af r i ad o f  g "get t i ng bet ween 

t wo gr o ups ". Kur at omi  r ef used t o el abor at e. He was , o f  

oour se, r ef er r i ng to t he r es i dent s ' r el uc t ance t o t es t i f y 
agai ns t  

r acfc/t he power f ul  and f ear ed Resegr egat  i on Gr oup. 

The wi t nesses f or  t he def ense gav e, on t he who l e, much 

bet t er  t est i mony t han t he wi t nesses f or  t he p l a i n t i f f s . 

One woman who sai d she "di d not  bi i ong t o ei t her  s i de" gave 

a c l ear  ac omnt  of  how Mr . Mi yamot o and some seven or  ei ght  

boys f r om t he Young Men's Or gani zat i on had t hr eat ened I maohi  

f et efbxfcxt bKx* t he day bef or e t he f i g h t . Anot her  s t at ed t hat  

h he had seen Mi yamot o hi t  I maohi  wi t h t he mop af &er  whi c k 

"a l ot  of  shaved- heads" bor e down on I machi : 
"They (t he shaved- heads) s a i d, ' L e t ' s get  i n t he f i gh t . 1 

Then t hey saw Mr . Ki mur a. He l ooked so t ough, t hey d i d n ' t . 
. . I f  t hey hadn't  seem Mr . Ki mur a I 'm sur e t her e woul d have 
been a gr eat  bi g t r oubl e. I  saw one bi g man, a shaved- head, 
m t h a s t i c k . He saw Mr . Ki mur a and he t hr ew away h i s 

21- 17, 18. s t i c k . . . " 1/ 

Mr . Mi yamot o was t hen r ec al l ed. Si nce he had pr ev i ous l y 

t es t i f i ed t hat  he had not  s een a mop and s i nce sever al  wi t nesses 

had t es t i f i ed t hat  t hey saw hi m hi t  I maohi  wi t h t he mop, he 

was i n a d i f f i c u l t  po s i t i o n . He at t empt ed t o ext r i c at e hi m-

s el f  by s t at i ng t hat  he had not  been abl e to see any t hi ng 

because I machi  knooked hi s gl as s es o f f . Thi s made mat t er s 

wor se because he had pr ev i ous l y t es t i f i ed t hat  he had gone 

over  t o t he wood- pi l e t o ppi ck up hi s g l as s es . Mr . Gunder son 

1 . i b i d . , Deo. 21, 1944, pp . 17, 18. 
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i mmedi at el y asked hi m: 

"You ar e t o have me under st and t hat  you ooul d wal k back 
and f i nd your  gl asses and yet  coul d n 11 see a rran t he s i ze of  
Mr . I machi  ar  an obj ect  the s i ze o f  a mop?" 

Thi s br ought  l oud l aught er  f r om t he spec t at or s and t he 

def endant s and pr oduced gr eat  di smay among t he Resegr egat i oni s t s � 

Uohi da was t hen r ec al l ed by Gunder son and asked i f  t hi s f i ght  

had been a mat t er  of  f r i c t  i on bet ween t wo gr ou us . To ever y 

quest i on he r ep l i ed t hat  he di d not  know or  t hat  he di d not  

under st and the ou est  i o n . 

At  t he c l ose of  t he* t r i al  Mr . Gunder son st at ed t hat  t he 

ver di c t  woul d be announced i n t en day s . Pendi ng t he v er di c t , 

t he def endant s wer e r el eased i n t he c o l ony , l / Gunder son t hen 

made a speech i n whi ch t he most  si gni f i cant xxfcxfc»xBB:i t :a®a:x 

st at ement s wer e t hat  he was convi nced "t hat  t hi s seems to 

embody more t han a di sagr eement  bet ween t wo peool e" and t hat  

"dur ai ng t he hear i ng t her e has been some per j ur y" . He al s o 

war ned t hat  t hose who had t es t i f i ed mi ght  be ar r est ed f or  

per j ur y . 2/ 

Fr om t he expr ess i ons of  t he Resegr eg t i o n i s t s i t  was obv i ous / 

t hat  t hey wer e most  di spl eaf i ed wi t h t hi s out come. 

1. I machi  was event ual l y sent enced to 90 days wi t h 60 dyys 
suspended. The r emai ni ng days car r i ed t he al t er nat i ve of  a 20 
do l l ar  f i n e . Thi s was r educed because of  t he t i me he had al r eady 
snent  i n j a i l  and hi s f r i ends pai d 16 do l l ar s . Ki mur a and 
anot her  def endent  wer e gi ven shor t  suspended sent ences . By 
t he t i me t hese sent ences wer e announced t he camo was so di st mr bed 
by t he openi ng of  t he Pac i f i c Ooas t , t he i nt er nment s of  t he 
l eadi ng Resegr egat i oni s t s and t he r enunc i at i on o f  c i t i zens h i p , 
t hat  tthe ver di c t  r ecei ved l i t t l e at t ent i on. 
2 . i b i d . , Deo . 21, 4944, p . 24. 
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Si nce t he chi ef  concer n of  t he admi ni s t r at i on was t o 

aver t  a ser i ous c l ash bet ween t he t wo gr oups , a Conf er ence wi  

t he l eader s of  bot h f ac t i ons was hel d i r cmedi at el y af t er  t he 

t r i a l  and i t  was emphasi zed t hat  f cks bot h gr oups of  l eader s 

woul d be hel f  r espons i bl e f o r  any event ual i t y . At  t hi s 

conf er ence Yamashi t a s t at ed t hat  he was not  t he head of  t he 

Resegr egat i on Gr oup but  was mer el y a member  and Ki uratomi  

and Tsuda made el oquent  speeches t o t he ef f ec t  t hat  t hey had 

been campai gni ng f or  peace i n camp ever  s i nce t hey wer e 

r el eased f r om t he s t ockade, l / 



I  f ) 

React i ons of  t he Resegr egat i  on Gr oup 

The Resegr egr :t i oni s t s wer e oonvi nced t hat  a gr oss i nj us-

t i c e had been done t hem. They t ook t he at t i t ude t hat  t hey had 

pi nned t hei r  hopes on t he l aw of  t he Uni t ed St at es and t hat  t hey 

had been bet r ayed. Coupl ed wi t h t he anger , however , was t he 

f ear  t hat  t hey mi ght  be pr osecut ed f or  per j ut y . Es r̂ j c i al l y 

t he young men who had swor n out  t he cempl ai nt  t hough t hey had 

not  wi t nessed t h e . f i gh t , wer e ooncer ned about  t h i s . 

Rever end K al ' s l i f e was t hr eat ened a f ew days af t er  t he 

t r i al  and he was s o i r i t ed t o some unknown pl ace i n t he col ony 

and guar ded by f r i end». He i ef us ed t he pr ot ect i on of  t he 

I nt er nal  Sec ur i t y . 

Mr s . Mat suda pour ed out  a t or r ent  of  wi l d accusat i ons 

agai nst  t he (Eai - Kur at omi  f ac t i on and agai nst  t he admi i i i nst r at i  on. 

She t ni dxt om desc r i bed how Mr . Sandbor n, of  the I nt er nal  

Secur i t y hkd dr i ven ar ound Bl ock 54 wi t h t he r el eased "gambl er s" 

i n hi s car  "and t hey wer e al l  l aughi ng and g i gg l i ng". She 

s t at ed t hat  t he t hr ee c l ubs used as exhi bi t s had come f r om 

Rever end K a i ' s house, t hat  Rever end Eai T s f at her  and mot her  

"had r enounced hi m on t he day of  t he t r i al "and. t hat  t he Xai -

khr at mmi  f ac t i on was j ust  pl ay i ng i nt o t he hands of  t he 

admi ni s t r at i on, whi ch was us i ng t hem "pur  DO sef t i l l y . . t o 

di sor gani ze t he Sent er  " . She st at ed t hat  i t  was shxnsBK Imxfc 

obvi ous t hat  t he admi ni s t r at i on and t he def endant s wer e wor k i ng 

t end i n hand and t hat  Mr . xakE&joas K i r  a had s a i d , 'Thi s t r i a l  i s 

a f l o p . 1 

She t i l d how Sugi mot o, an emi ssar y f r om Kur at omi , had come 

to v i s i t  her  husband and suggest ed t hat  t hey pat ch up t he 

di f f er enc e. " I  s a i d , "We'r e happy as we ar e and we do n' t  want  

to have gangs t er s i n our  s o c i al  l i f e . 1 " Sugi mot o t hen t aunt ed 



her / wi t h t he pos s i bi l i t y t hat  her  br ot her  »Tokyo Yamane, one 

f c of  t he o f f i c er s o f  t he Young Men's Or gani zat i on who had s i gned 

t he co iTipl  si ant , mi ght  be ar r es t ed f or  per j ur y . She t ol d how 

she had r epr oached Tokyo f or  s i gni ng and he had r ep l i ed, 

"Mr . Yamashi t a knows I  d i dn ' t  want  t o s i gg . " Her  hushand 

had al so s i gned and was i n danger  of p̂er - gur y. 1/ 

" I ' m sur e we'r e go i ng t o send a l et t er  t o a l l  t he 
di f f er ent  depar ment s( of  t he gover nment ) t el l i ng t hem how 
unf ai r  t hi s a l l  was . " 

She a&s o r emar ked t hat  t he member s of  the Young Men's 

Asssoo i at i on "ar e r ea l l y mad" and t hat  t hey wer e havi ng a 

23- 2,4r *5 di f f i c u l t  t i me r et r ai n i ng them f r om v i o l enc e. 

Ot her  members of  t he Resegr egat i on Gr oup al so i ns i s t ed 

t hat  dihemanwae t he t r i al  was an exampl e of  conni vance bet ween 

t he Kafc- Kuratomi  f ac t i on and t he admi ni s t r at i on. 3/ 

W However , t h i s humi l i at i on and t he t a l k of  v i o l ence was 

s i l enced l ess t han a week af t er  t he t r i a l  when a l l  of  t he 

o f f i c er s of  bot h Resegr egat i nni s t  Or gani zat i ons wer e i nt er ned 

by t i e Depar t ment  o f  J us t i ce and t aken to Sant a ©e. 4/$eoaus e 

of  t hi s bl ow and t he r esul t ant  ac t i v i t i es i t  s t i mul at ed, t he 

i ssue of  t he t r i a l  was v i r dual l y f o r got t en. 

ATTI TUDE OF THE RESI DENTS 

The r el ease of  t he def endant s caused l i t t l e comment ,̂ al -

t hough some peopl e expr essed s at i s f ac t i on over  t he f act  t hat  

t hey had been r e l eas ed. The ver di c t  was gi v en no publ i c i t y and 

1. Mr . Noyes s t at ed t hat  Yamashi t a had ur ged t he r el uc t ant  boys 
t o s i gn t he compi al i i t . 
2 . R . Hankey, Not es . Deo. 23, 1944, pp. 2, 4- 5. 
3 . i b i d . . Deo . 28, 1944, p . 1. 
4 . Decr i bed i n det ai l  i nf r a . 
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f ew i nf or mant s seemed ver y i nt er es t ed i n i t . As has "been 

expl ai ned bef o r e, t he peopl e wer e occupi ed wi t h ot her  

mat t er s by t hi s t i me. Mr . Kur at omi  comment ed br i ef l y on 

t he i nc i dent  s t at i ng t hat  t h i s k i nd of  t r oubl e woul d never  have 

ar i sen i n camp i f  Mr . Best  had r el eased hi m and hi s gr oup i n 

Apr i l  1944. " I  <S on11 t hi nk i f  he'd done t hat  t hese men 

(Resegr egat i oni s t s ) coul d have got t en cont r ol  l i k e t h i s . " 1/ 

1. i b i d . , Deo. 26, 1944, p . 2 . 



Chapter  8 

pafee 2: Was there any connect i on between t he hunger  st r i ke of  the stookade 

i nt er nees and the or gani zat i on of  t he S0l oku? 

page 4s Why fe i t  necessar y t o ereot  a defense agai nst  bei ng consi dered "l yyal " 

to «meridft  

page 4, l i nes 6 - 8: . . oomi ngwi thi n the r each of  the possi bi l i t y of  

for ced r eent r y i nt o Amer i oan l i f e, whi ch f or  most  of  t he young men who 

j oi nged the or gani zat i on meant  Sel ect i ve Ser vi ce." The el i gi bi l i t y f or  re-

l ooat i on i s est abl i shed by t he WRA. I t  i s di f f i cul t  t o bel i eve, as the statement  

i nf er s, t hat  t he j oi ni ng i n such a movement  woul d f ur t her  remove them from t he 

possi bi l i t y of  for ced r el ocat i on. Sat her , a new set  of  val ue j udgements had, . , 
OA/ 

been set  up at  Tul e Eake, whi ch val ues t hi ngs J apanese and degrade t hi ngs Amer-  7 

i can 4 The pat t er n t o cher i sh t he J apanese way of  l i f e became a par t  of  the 

more8 � 

page 4: Were Tachi bana, Wakayama, and o£herol der  Resegsegat i oni st s connected 

wi t h t he okoku? I f  so, t hei r  r ol e shoul d be ment i oned her e. 

page 4, the btfetem par agr aph: "t he subsequent  wav* o Ŝr i ol af i oe cul mi nat i ng 

wi t h t he Hi tomi  murder " The beat i ngs subsequent  to t he murder  -  -  by Mi yoshi , 

Har r y Hi ashi mot o, "i ger  Ter ao, and Maki hara - - -  have any pol i t i cal  i mpl i cat i ons? 

page 6, the t op: Myer*s l et t er  and i t s di sor epanoi es i n i t s J apanese t rans-

l at i on shoul d be not ed. Because of  t he context  of  t he J apanese t r ansl at i on, 

t he f i r st  two sentenows i n t he second paragraph mu&be r evi sed. 

page 6: "behave l i ke *t rue J apanese1" What  does i t  means What  mot i vates i t ? 

What  val ue do t hey der i ve from i t ? 

page 9 "t hat  t he WRA both here and i n Washi ngton i s consi der i ng the ser i ous-

ness of  the p e t i t i o n T h i s sect i on wi l l  be st rengthened by t he i ncl usi on 

of  t he Myer 's statement  i n the ear l i er  par t . 
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pago 9, l i nos 3 - 7 : The f act  t hat  tho imminent  openi ng of  t he Coast  and 

cl osi ng of  the r el ocat i on oent er s were wi del y rmaored shoul d be ment i oned 

ear l i er . 

page 11, l i ne 9s The Newel l  St ar  on September  28 announced t hat  the pet i t i on 

had had no of f i c i al  sanct i on. I t  al so jtffyji  car r i ed the order  by Thomas t hat  

oi r oul at i on of  wr i t t en mat ter  must  be approved Iky t he admi ni st r at i on i n advance. 

On October  5, t r hough the Newel l  St ar , Bl aok announced t hat  t he pet i t i on had 

nob been approved by the Admi ni st r at i on. 

ppr t  

page 11, t he l ast  paragraph» I t  shoul d r ead: "Si nce t he f i r st  week of  September , 

about  two weeks pr i or  t o t he oi r oul at i on of  t he unaut hor i zed pet i t i on . . . n 

page 12, l i ne 5: "t hat  onl y those l oyal  t o J apan woul d oome under  J ut t i o super-

vi si on and woul d be al l owed t o remai n i n Tul e Lake." 

pge 15, t he t hi r d par agr aph: Were other  young peppl e other  than members of  

t he Sokoku ênkyu obsessed wi t h the r enunci at i on de si  re? 

page 13, l i nes 3 - 6 : I t  seems t o me t hat  t hey wanted t o r at i onal i ze t hei r  

desi r e to escape foueed r el ocat i on and i nduct i on by sayi ng t hat  t hey were 

"t r ue J apanese". 

page 13, the l ast  l i ne: Di r ect or  Best  decl ar ed a hol i day on Nov. 3. Thi s 

woul d gi ve an i mpressi on to r esi dent s t hat  t he WRA approved J apanese act i v i t i es . 

page 19, the end of  t he f i r st  par agr aph: K i r a  ̂ group are not  members of  our  

gr oup. Thi s statement  must  be c l ar i f i ed, beoause Ki r a and hi s group havè been 

descr i ved i n the pr evi ous pages that  t hey were aot i ve members. Thi s i s an 

i ndi aot i on of  aspl i t  among the Resegr egat i on Gr oup. 

page 20: Sawada kni f i ng: Thi s shoul d be t r eat ed as an i ndi cat i on of  i ncr eased 

ar r ogance. He seemed t o have been over l y i nf l uenced by the f ear  èi e Resegregat i on-



i st s exer ted over  t he r esi dent s* Thi s i s al so i ndi cat i ve of  the oamp condi t i on, 

where the st rong arm method was most  ef f ect i ve. 

page 20, the t hi r d par agr aph! A l ead up descr i bi ng the f ear  shoul d be gi ven 

t o emphasi se t he ef f ect  of  t he pl an t o beat  up t wel ve i nu. (def i ned now as 

opponents of  the Resegr egat i oni st s� Ther ef or e, t hey were t nocent  peopl e.) 

page 22. Ment i on shoul d be made to t he ef f ect  t hat  t he Kai- Kursfbomi  members 

wer e vi ct i ms of  vi ci ous rumors defami ng t hei r  char act er s. Cul mi nat i ng t hi s , 

many members of  t he Hokoku, who had been suspected of  

too cl osel y associ at ed wi t h t he Kai - Suratomi  f act i on, were expel l ed 

page 25: There i s a r eason to bel i eve t hat  t he Hokoku mi sj udged the st r engt h 

of  t he opposi t i on when t hey expe&l ed some of  the members. When t hey saw t he 

unexpected st r engt h and chal l engi ng at t i t ude of  the opposi t i on, t hey became 

appr ehensi ve. 

page 24: I t  seems t hat  the opposi t i on gai ned conf i dence agai nst  the Hokoku, 

because t hey had been cal l ed befor e Bur l i ng and di scr edi t ed befor e the com-

muni t y as ext r emi st s, who might  be puni shed by the Depar tment  of  J ust i ce. 

page 25:" The t r i al  i t sel f  was marked by extseme hesi t ancy on the par t  of  

wi t nesses to make statements t hat  might  i noi r mi nat e members t he Hokoku" i s 

not  j ust i f i ed. l though some wi t nesses r efused to appear , as Kuratomi  expl ai ned, 

t her e were other  wi t nesses i ncr i mi nat i ng the Hokoku. 

pge 29: How about  peopl e who, al though had answered *Yes -  Yes 1, r efused to 

be removed t o ot her  cent er s? I f e l̂ P̂ \  
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p . 2A -  l i ne 2 -  not e omi t t ed -  not e i s o n p , 2 , Some t fefer enoe mi ght  be 

made t o t he f oo t  t he t  s uc c eed i ng meet i ngs wer e he l d on 

t he e i g h t h of  t he mont h -  ann i v er s a r y of  P e a r l  Ha r b o r . 

l i ne 4 -  not e i s on page 2 . 

p . 3A -  l i nes 5- 6 " f o r c e " Son» a d d i t i o n a l  phr as e shoul d oome her e c l a r i f y i n g 

t he f o o t  t hat  Y amas hi t a and K i r a woul d use t o o r gan i z ed 

body o f  young men as t he i nt r ument  of  t h i s "f o r o e 

p . 5 -  l i ne 2 -  " t h e y " woul d be d e a r e r  i f  y ou s ai d "t he F es eg r eg a t i o n l eader s " 

or  "t he P es egr ega t i on Co mmi t t ee" wh i c h bo dy a c t u a l l y d i d 

addr es s t he l et t er  t o Myer  � 

l i nes 6- 7 f r om bot t om -  T h i s s ent enc e i s somewhat  mi s l ead i ng h e r e . 

Mor e ado ur at e l y woul d be "The adr r - 'ni st r at  i on d i d not  

f o r mal l y announc e t h i s d e c i s i o n t o t he c o l o n i s t  §  a s a 

wh o l e , but  t he i n f o r mat i o n seeped out  and t he r umor  

gr adua l l y d i ed d c wn . " 

6A -  l i ne 3 " l e t t e r " woul d be d e a r e r  i f  you s a i d , "Mr . My er ' s r ep l y 

t o t hei r  l e t t er  o f  J u l y f r " 

p . 10 -  l i nes 4- 5 f r om bo t t o m. Ther e mi ght  be a "no t e 2 " a f t e r  "A p r i l " as 

f o l l o ws : "Y amas h i t a was p r o bab l y r e f a r r i n g t o t he 

a c t i v i t i e s of  the gr oup whi c h s pons or ed t he Ak as h i  p e t i t i o n , 

t he f i r s t  Res egr egat i o n p e t i t i o n . A c o ns i der ab l e number  ̂ of  

t he member s o f  t h i s g r o up , ho wev er , had been wo r k i ng 

under gr ound s i noe December  194« t o e f f e o t  t he r el eas e of  

t he BAl hynxgt ai  Nego t i a t i ng Commi t t ee f r om t he s t o c k ade, t he 

at t empt t  o keep the s t at us qj  o i s s ue a l i v e and t o d i s o r ed i t  

t he Co o r d i na t i ng Co mmi t t ee. " r e f er enc e supr a t o c hapt er  1ST B . 

p - l l - A l i nes 1- 5 -  T h i s i s o o n f u s i n g . 

I n t he f i r s t  p âce t he s t at ement  t hr u t he r es i den t s showed 

d i s l i k e or  h o s t i l i t y " i n t he f ac e o f  t he s t er n o f f i c i a l  

announc ement " ( p . 11) l as t  l i ne) i s not  qi  i t e a o o u r a t e . 

I  c o l l ec t ed many a t t i t u d e s bef or e t he announcement  oame out  

an i  » 1 1 c r i t i o i s e d t he p e t i t i o n ev en men l i 'ce Okamot o who 

wer e s t i l l  s i nc er e member s of  t he Sok ok u K enk y u . 

Ho wev er , a f t e r  B l a c k s s t at ement  came out  o r i t i o i s m of  

t he pamphl et  t Teoame even s t r onger  and c o nt a i ned t he 

a d d i t i o n a l  d en u n c i a t i o n t hat  i t  "was no t  a u t h o r i z e d . " 

l i ne 3 -  "f o r mer " wou"d be mor e d e a r  i f  y ou named t hem "t h e F e-
Seg r eg a t i o n i s t s " � 

l i nes 3- 6 -  I  s ugges t  you say "t h r ea t en i n g t hose who v o i c ed 

o p p o s i t i o n , i n i t i a t i n g a s e r i es of  beat i ngs o f  t he mor e 
o ut s po k en o r i t i o s o f  t he p e t i t i o n and ado pt i ng ev en mor e 
n a t i o n a l i s t i c a c t i v i t i e s . " 

l i nes 3- 5 f r om bot t om -  i t  was r ot axanf l y wi d e l y be l i ev ed b y t he 

p er s o nne l  as my no t es s h o w. 

p . 13-  l i ne 15 -  Use of  Ho s h i  f o r  P es egr egat i o n Gr oup wi l l  not  be d e a r  her e 

I t  "oul c T - per haps be bet t er  i f  y o u s t r e we d on p . * _ � � , » ' 
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t hat  her ea£ 4*r  you wi l l  r e f er  t o t he adu l t  Re s egr egat i o n Gr oup as t ha 
Ho s h i - dan , wh i c h i s what  i t  was al most  a I ways ca l i ed by t he r es i den t s and 
t he admi n i s t r at i o n f r om about  Deo . 1 o n . 

13 -  l as t  Mn e -  us e"what s o ev er "i ns t ead of  "h o wev er . " 

16- B l i ne 2f r  om bot t om -  "Young man" T h i s shoul d r or e aoour at e ]y be "men" 
s i nc e , ao o o r di hg t o Abe and Oi s h i , Sawada who was 50 y ear s o l d 
par t i c i pat ed i n t he b e a t i n g . 

P-  17-  note. Thi- s j ki naco r̂ at e. ^ô ^T ^t  s Ûr r ce 'sï t̂ f l d beV "S î oho-
no¿Iye_ t y b a x * W e of  un i  ve r  s ĝpPTÎ l f Î on emcha s iz i  nt? t  he ; p o wep  ̂

u" of  hedi  by f a/ t h. c3"  ̂
I  wdfs 

l i ne3- 4i A»f t i m8f f l m̂xr nI m«f t 3r mi n0oour at e her e . f t xga&î baï ï l xfesfe>»mAbg 

Abe t ol d me l at er  he made t he s peec h s ev er al  weeks bef o r e 
t he b e a t i n g . 

T 

191 -  not e 1 -  Sor r y but  t he pr .o&ar b shoul d bg ĥsLW , 

f̂tx'î BAî i î ramamnfcfaoHlétae mfcfedffi  ̂i ^m mfc mt nx fast  rt&mâfcB nia sax 

imxtr,̂  f t S -

19- A -  l i ne 12 -  shoul d be J apanese l anguage Sohoo l  t eac h er / o f  War d V I I , 
o t her wi se we get  t he i dea t hat  a l l  of  t he J i $ t eac her s i n 
t he cent er  got  mad at  T s u h a . i n ac t u a l i t y -  onl y t he 

War d V I l / t eac her s beoane an g r y . 

19- A l i ne 2 Br om bo t t on-  woul d be o l ear er  i f  s a i d , "by anot her  as s aal t  by 
one of  t he l eader s . " 

20 -  l i ne 4 -  "bec aus e of  f ear  of  Ki r a and h i s g a n g " . 

22 -  l i nes 10 - 12 -  But  t he odi um wi t h whi oh t hey M [̂ par t i c ul ar l y Ts uda) 
had ear l i e r  been r egar ded by t he Res i dent s and t he r umor s t hat  
t hey wer e i nu, d i ed down. 

22 - 2 - 5 -  Under l y i ng cause was j ea l o us y over  c o n t r o l  o f  t he o a p p . 

how ever  
22 a -  l i ne 4-  shoul d be "By i n i t i a t i ng t h i s ao t i o n / t he ' l ea der s o f  t he 

He s egr egat i o n Gr oup had under és t i mat ed. . . . 

f cf i xi ax&t mBr al  1 m p ^ ^  ̂ l | Dur i wUB �� 
ot ob ofio ® i mc mè mbjr.cfc c me rritts mo f i c wafc è ind woo am 

24-  l i nes pqo* 4 36 i s nfl  mfctti fcto? t eams f cx a»«* " l e f t  no doubt " i s ?» l i t t l e 
t oo s t r o n g . Hi s q u es t i o n s , r a t he r , i mpr e ssed t h s mwi t h t h e f ac t  
t hat  t hey mi ght  be i n t er ned . 

2 4 . 5 � 7 f r om bot t om -  The f r i en ds é i d not  act i ® 1 y par t i c i pat e i n any 
v i o l enc e but  mer el y pr ot ec t ed I machi  so t hat  he wo u M not  
be mobbed by mmmber s of  t he Ho k o k u . 

25 - ml ast  par agr aph . Not  ac c ur at e-  wi t nes s es f or  t he def ens e d i d make 
s t at ement s i nc r i mi nat i ng Bes egr ega t i  mi s t s . I n t r ut h 

r i  ht Wa d6Si eSn ' V h J ? ? * * ' T * ^  ̂
was shown i n f a'ct  1 W h f ' a r o f  t h e t  b «»i . t . 

i n f a c t , t he nd a f ew of  t hei r  w i t n e � f l  

f̂ endant s t W s M s 
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wevo ar rogant l y i nsul t i ng to 'the Re so ere got  i oni st  s � 

p. 26 -  l ine 1 -  rea "Hy the at tack and i t s bol dna ss was most  potent  i n weakening 
the r rest i ge of  the Pese gregat  i oni sts � 


