
CHAPTER VI  

THR| HI TOMI  MURDER AND I TS AFTKRMATH 

k ,1 an ext r eme 
> Bjr  t he erxi  of  J une t he camp had r eached at /st at e of  

t endo n.and ner vous ant i c i pat i on � Ever y i nf or mant  expect ed 

tanto»nxid:i i iHxain(iaMynl ci iaLj t  any day t o hear  t hat  one of  t he 

number  one i nu had f i nal l y been caught  of f guar d and had 

r ecei ved h i s j ust  deser t s . 1 / However , t t aax ŝewpt eB^̂ ot o 

t J mmt t a ^x f t i f i a s g a i a f e t h i s ant i c i pat i on was f u l f i l l ed 

i n a manner  whi ch shocked even t he most  vol ubl e denouncer s 

of  t he i nu* 
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1/ Mai y mont hs l at er  a wel l - post ed i nf or mant  st at ed t hat  tfeft  
dur i ng t hi s pe±i od men l i ke Yamat ani  and Tat ei shi  sel dom 
sl ept  more t han one ni ght  i n one pl ace. They shi f t ed f r om 
bar r ack t o bar r ack and sl ept  wi t h f r i end Soi nxnanapax 
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On t he mor ni ng of  J ul y 4, t he camp was el ec t r i f i ed by t he 

news t hat  Yaozo Hi t omi , t he Gener al  Manager  of  t he Cooper at i ve 

Ent er pr i ses , had been mur der ed whi l e on hi s way f r om a car ni val  

hel d t he pr ecedi ng ni ght . A l ong kni f e had been dr i ven t hr ough 

hi s t hr oat , f r om t he r egi on of  t he l ar ynx t o t he base of  t he br ai n. 

He had, ev i dent l y , been at t acked near  hi s apar t ment , f or  he was 

f ound on t he door st ep of  one of  hi s nei ghbor s . Whet her  t he 

assai l ant  or  assai l ant s f ol l owed hi m f r om t he car ni val  or  wai t ed 

f or  hi m near  hi s home i s not  known. Some i nvest i gat or s wer e of  

t he opi ni on t hat  sever al  men wer e i nvol ved, si nce t he kni f e was 

dr i ven i n a manner  whi ch woul d i ndi cat e t hat  Hi t omi  was hel d by 

one or  more men whi l e anot her  st abbed hi m. Ot her  i nvest i gat or s 

st at ed t hat  a man who knew how t o use a kni f e coul d have done i t  

al one. Much l at er , i t  was r emar ked by t he Pr oj ect  At t or ney, Mr . 

Noyes, t hat  i t  had been di scover ed t hat  t he mur der er  had gone i nt o 

t he l at r i ne and washed hi msel f , at  whi ch t i me he mi ght  have been 

eas i l y capt ur ed. 

On J ul y 6, t he f ol l owi ng i nf or mat i on was r el eased i n t he 

Newel l  St ar . 

COOP MANAGER SLAI N BY MYSTERI OUS ASSASSI N 

Of f i c i al s Of f er  Resi gnat i ons 

T T ^ n n 0 f  a n * t t a c k b Y an uni dent i f i ed assai l ant , Yaozo 
F n i î ; ;  ̂ : y e a r " ° i d m a n a S e r  t he Tul e Lake Cooper at i ve 

dence at  353.4- A? * * * * * t 0 d e a t h S u * d a y n l * h t  " e a r h l s r l s i -

Hi t omi  was f ound by hi s ni ece Fumi ko Hi t omi  l y i ng agai nst  t he 



por ch of  hi s nei ghbor 1s apar t ment  wi t h a st ab wound t hr ough t he 
t hr oat , whi ch appar ent l y was admi ni st er ed wi t h a l ong- bl aded 
k ni f e. He was dead when r emoved t o t he base hos pi t al . 

Pr i or  t o evacuat i on t he vi ct i m had l i ved i n Sacr ament o as an 
agent  f or  Sunl i ght  I nsur ance Company.1 He i s sur vi ved by hi s 
wi f e, Shi zuye, and t hr ee chi l dr en, Mamor u, Mi t sur u, and Rei ko, al l  
r es i di ng i n t h i s cent er . 

MEETI NG 

As a r esul t  of  hi s s l ay i ng, an emer gency Cooper at i ve Boar d 
of  Di r ec t o r 's meet i ng was cal l ed Monday mor ni ng; at  whi ch t i me 
al l  17 members of  t he boar d r esol ved t o t ender  t hei r  r es i gnat i ons 
c o l l ec t i vel y . 

Subsequent l y, t he f o l l owi ng o f f i c i al s of  t he Cooper at i ve 
t ender ed t hei r  r es i gnat i ons whi ch wer e appr oved and accept ed by 
t he Boar d of  Di r ec t or s : Masao Ni shi mi , ass i s t ant  manager ; 
Masamor i  Mar uyama, t r easur er ; Reno Yoshi mur a, execut i ve secr et ar y; 
Geor ge Nakamur a, bus i ness manager ; Masao I wawaki , per sonnel  
di r ec t or ; and Toshi o Tomoshi ge, i nf or mat i on di r ec t or . 

Cant eens wer e r eopened yest er day as t he r esul t  of  a meet i ng 
bet ween t he Boar d of  Di r ect or s and cant een and f act or y manager s 
on t he same day . 

" Yaozo Hl t omi  was an oLa Tul ean, and h d̂ assumed t he pos i t i on 

of  Managevj of  t he Cooper at /ve Ent er pr i s e â t  t he t f̂ee of  segr ega-

t i on. Pr evi ous t o t hat  t i me, he had wor ked i n Mess Oper at i ons . 

An i nsur ance man f r om Safcr ament o/~he was popul ar l y accused)of  

pr act i c i ng a gr eat  deal  of  nepot i sm i n hi s i mpor t ant  Co- op pos i t i on. 
N� (r yfUf i j s ¿l aWvJ "̂i f̂ -  /i u r̂ vy J j l  J ûi î  
He was r eput ed t o and f r i ends *i rpm Sacr ament o good^̂ t »̂  

j obs . He had al so/t aken a f ai r l y pr omi nent  dar t  i n t he Res i s t an c e  ̂

t he Co- op made t/o t he Daj hyo Sha Kal  i n December  of  1945, and had V 

been among t hat ' gr oup of  evacuees who ga ê advi ce and/ass i s t ance 

t o t he admi ni st r at i on i n br eaki ng t he / t at us quo. Though he was Kl  

cer t ai nl y 

di s l i k e uj i t i l  May and J une of  1944/ when 4/wave of /publ i c hos t i l i t y 

t  popul ar , he di d not  become a ô b j ec t  pf  gener al  publ i c 

1. Thi s i s a mi spr i nt  and shoul d be "Sun L i f e I nsur ance Company." 



i s 
Yaozo Hi t omi  was an Ol d Tul ean. Bef or e evacuat i on he 

had been i n t he i nsur ance bus i ness i n Sacr ament o. Pr i or  t o 

segr egat i on he had been empl oyed i n Mess Oper at i ons and af t er  

segr egat i on he secur ed t he pos i t i on of  Manager  of  t he 

Cooper at i ve Ert  er pr i s es . He was popul ar l y accused of  

pr act i c i ng a gr eat  deal  of  gr af t  and nepot i sm i n hi s i mpor t ant  

sever el y 
Co- op posi t i on*, HAs br ot her  had been/beat en about  d. x weeks 
A ^J  OvCT LCt vv A y ¿¿¿I  h Ĉi r̂  W MTL4 + 
bef or e/ wmMmvmt J i �, NjHl toml  had gi ven l i i  m lm .Ul l L i  (f  

OUf Â J +j UJ . t i t u  ̂ /(m^̂ Hm  ̂ I ĉ^̂ a Ĉ 
good j ob i n t he &jsojb Co- op i mmedi at el y af t er  t he br ot her  had 

come t o Tul e Lake, Hi t omi  was al so r eput ed t o have got t en 

ot her  r f t f tat i ves and f r i ends f r om Sacr ament o good j obs . He had 

t kken a f ai r l y pr omi nent  par t  i n t he r es i s t ance t he Co- op 

made t o t he Dal hyo Sha Kai  i n December  of  1943 and had been 

among t hat  gr oup of  evacuees who gave advi ce arxl  ass i st ance 

t o t he admi ni st r at i on i nbr eaki ng t he st at us quo. Though he 

cer t ai nl y not  popul ar , he di d not  become t he obj ect  of  

gener al  publ i c di s l i ke unt i l  May and J une of  1944, when t he 

wave of  publ i c hos t i l i t y agai nst  wen al l eged t o be i nu ar ose. 
spr ead 

The pr essur e gr oup i n par t i c u l ar / x i «u «̂k dt k * v i c i ous st or i es 

about  hi m. I t  i s poss i bl e t hat  t hey wer e f ol l owi ng K i r a ' s 

l ead i n t hi s mat t er , dnce Hi t omi  i s supposed t o have r es i s t ed 

K i r a ' s t ac t i c s i n at t empt i ng t o cont r ol  t he Co- op. 
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Event s I mmedi at el y Fol l owi ng Hl t oml  Mur der  

I mmedi at el y af t er  t he mur der , t he Boar d of  Di r ect or s of  t he 

Co- op and al l  t he key empl oyees r es i gned. For  a t i me i t  appear ed 

as i f  t her e woul d be whol esal e r es i gnat i ons among t he ent i r e Co- op 

s t af f . The st or ekeeper s wi shed t o r es i gn but  wer e event ual l y coaxed 
dLAj  M � nm ĉJ  

I nt o keepi ng t hei r  j obs by t he new Boar d of  Di r ect or sw Br epy m̂ember  

of  t he ol d Boar d r esi gned, ex ce pi  Mr  - - OwdergLon, t h.e..Caucasi an j nember  

who h l̂ d hi s po r t i o n by vl r tyfe of  cant een/number  4 /̂whi ch;#as 

l ocat ed i n t h âdmi ni s t r at i ve ar ea f or  f̂ie conveni ence o t̂ h e 

per sonnel .  ̂ ' 

F i f t een f ami l i es of  J apanese wer e r emoved f r om t he camp t o 

pr ot ect  t he l i ves of  some member  who had r eason t o bel i eve he mi ght  

be mur der ed next . Among t hese men wer e Yamat anl  and Ak i t suk i , ex-

members of  t he Coor di nat i ng Commi t t ee; Mr . Tat ei shi , t he r umor ed 

publ i c l nu number  one; Mr . Shi mokon, t he J apanese head of  I nt er nal  

Secur i t y; Mr . Mat suoka, t he pr esent  of  t he Co- op who had al so 

r es i gned; Mr . Takahashi  and sever al  ot her  per sons who had hel d hi gh 

posi t i ons i n t he Co- op. Whet her  t hi s exodus was i ni t i at ed by t he 

J apanese or  by t he Admi ni st r at i on i s not  cer t ai nl y known. Wel l  

i nf or med per sons st at ed t hat  t he members of  t he Caucasi an pol i ce 

cal l ed at  t hese men1s homes and t ol d t hem t o come wi t h t hem or  t he 

admi ni st r at i on woul d not  be r esponsi bl e f or  t hei r  l i ves . Some ar e 

sai d t o have gone under  pr ot est . Al most  hal f  of  t hem r et ur ned t o 

t he cent er  a f ew days l at er . The r emai nder  r ef used t o r et ur n f or  

1. R. Hankey, Not es, J ul y 12, 1944, p. 2. 
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sever al  weeks, even t hough Mr . Best , af t er  about  t en days, ur ged 

t hem t o do so . Thr ee of  t he men, Yamat ani , Shi mokon and Tat ei shi , 

event ual l y l ef t  Tul e Lake on August  15 and t ook up r esi dence i n 

ot her  cent er s . The l at t er  was l at er  r eput ed t o have been f or ced 

out  of  Hear t  Mount ai n, hi s cent er  of  r ef uge, by adver se publ i c 

opi ni on t her e. 

I t  i s I mpossi bl e t o say t hat  t he r emoval  of  t hese men was 

unwi se. Yamat ani , Tat ei shi  and Shi mokon wer e so unpopul ar  t hat  

had t hey r emai ned i n t he cent er  dur i ng t hi s t ense per i od t hey mi ght  

have suf f er ed v i o l ence. The admi ni st r at i on r ecei ved wor d of  sever -

al  anonymous t hr eat s i mmedi at el y af t er  t he mur der ; one t hr eat  i n 

par t i cul ar , i s sai d t o have pr omi sed t he mur der  of  al l  t he Boar d 

of  Di r ect or s of  t he Co- op. 

I mmedi at el y af t er  t he mur der  t he cant eens wer e cr owded wi t h 

peopl e st ocki ng up on f ood suppl i es . They f ear ed t hat  t he st or es 

woul d be c l osed, a pol i cy whi ch Mr . Yamat ani  st r ongl y ur ged upon 

Mr . Runcor n t o Runcor n's gr eat  di sgust . 

"Yamat ani  j ust  pl eaded wi t h me t o be a di ct at or  and 
cl ose t he s t or es . I  was di sgust ed wi t h hi m. I  can see how 
t he peopl e f eel  about  h i m. "1 

The st or es wer e not  cl osed and t he hoar di ng i mpul se wore 

i t sel f  out . 

Two weeks af t er  t he mur der , t he ent i r e s t af f  of  t he J apanese 

Col oni al  Pol i ce r esi gned i n a body, havi ng no doubt  deci ded t hat  

t hey coul d no l onger  car r y on i n t hei r  st at e of  unpopul ar i t y. 

The Mur der  a Cl l j nax of  a per i od of - Tensi on 

Thi s mur der  was pr eceded by /an ext r aor di nar y/sur ge of  t ensi on 

�i  1 / / � / 

1. ¿ b i d . , p. 3. 



i n or der  of  t hei i  gui l t , wer e common. Whl s pe d̂ hi nt s t hat  one 
/ / 

of  t he assaul t s mi ght  end i n mur der  wer e hear d occas i onal l y . The 
/ / 

or di nar y camp r es i dent  hi msel f  di d not  mfcke t hr eat s of  mur der , nor  

di d he/ n̂ow who was compi l i ng t he hypot het i cal  l i s t s . But  even 

t nou/h he mi ght  di sappr ove of  t he R a t i n g s , he j oi ned whol ehej  
/ / y 

l / i n t he gossi p and ever y new ?t or y of  a par t i cul ar l y dast ar dl y 

act i on on t he par t  of  a "dogZwas ent hus i as t i cal l y pasa d̂ al ong. 

Whenever  a per son was besi t en, t he news spr ead r ap i d l / and t he 

det ai l s of  t he st or y arid of  t he v i c t i m's mi sdeeds/Wi i ch had cau 

t he beat i ng wer e er âr ged and di s t or t ed i n t he/manner  of  a f pl k 

t a l e. Many per spt os, espec i al l y ni sei  women/expr essed s i b̂k and 

di sappr obat i on. But  t he most  usual  r e a s o n expr essed/t o a new 

beat i ng was, /"Wel l , I  see anot her  dogj /got  what  was/Tomi ng t o hi m.w 

I mmedi at e Evacuee React i ons t o t he Mur der  

The i mmedi at e camp r eact i on t o t he mur der  was a uni ver sal  

st at e of  gr eat  exci t ement , t ensi on and f ear . At  f i r s t , t he maj or i t y 

of  t he peopl e assumed t hat  Hi t omi  had met  hi s f at e because of  hi s 

t r emendousl y bad r eput at i on, and t he f ear  of  commi t t i ng any act  

whi ch woul d r emot el y r esembl e t hat  of  an l nu r ose so hi gh t hat  al l  

but  t he most  cour ageous of  t he J apanese r ef used t o r ecei ve Cauca-

si ans i n t hei r  apar t ment s. Af t er  a per i od of  about  two weeks, t he 

f i ne edge of  t hi s t er r or  decr eased and guar ded cont act s wi t h 

Caucasi ans wer e r esumed. 

The domi nant  i mmedi at e r eact i ons t o t he deat h i t sel f  was a 

convi ct i on on t he par t  of  some peopl e t hat  t he deceased had met  t he 

f at e he deser ved, coupl ed wi t h a ̂ L i s appr obat i on whi ch many di d not  



8. 

yet  dar e to expr ess . Fuj i mot o expr essed the camp 

at t i t ude excel l ent l y I n one sent ence; "The f unny t hi ngs i s 

t hat  t he mur der  has so l i t  t he oamp i nt o two pant s . Hal f  

f eel  sor r y f or  t he guy and t he ot her  hal f  ar e gl ad." l / 

Fear  m al so mani f est ed i t s el f  i n t he ext r eme det er mi na-

t i on not  to say anyt hi ng whi ch woul d bet r ay the mur der er . 

As Oi sl i i  expr essed i t , ytifoo&xpbnAj. "The chi ef  at t i t ude i s 

t hat  ever ybody shut  up l i ke a c l am." 2/ 

Never t hel ess , t he f i r s t  over t l y expr essed aeact i on of  

many peopl f ,xsx peopl e who wer e i n no way r adi cal  or  bl ood 

t hi r s t y , was t hat  Hi t omi  deser ved hi s f at e. Oi s hi 1s 

sent i ment s, quot ed bel ow, wer e echoed by many: 

"The k i l l i ng of  Y . Hi t omi  was a bl ess i ng t o t he 
r es i dent s . I  have yet  to see who r eal l y f eel s sor r y f or  
hi m, ot her  t han t hose of  hi s i mmedi at e f ami l y . Never  have 
I  seen such pi easant  r eact i ons to a murder  i n al l  my l i f e . 

"Sever al  ot her s ar e sai d to be i n l i ne f or  t he gr ave. 
Had t hey not  been gi ven pr ot ect i ve cust ody, t hey t oo may 
be dead by now; and t hei r  deat h, v i ol ent  as i t  may be, 
wi l l  be openl y r ej oi ced by t he r es i dent s . 

"The publ i c sanct i on of  Y . Hi t omi 1s murder  wi l l  
undoubt edl y encour age t he execut i oner  t o car r y on hi s or  
t hei r  wor k. A good wor k. He doubt l ess i s f eel i ng l i ke a 
her o r ecei v i ng publ i c appr oval  and r ej oi cement . Hope he 
won't  bet r ay hi msel f , f eel i ng el at ed. . . 

"Why do I  appr ove i t ? Because t her e i s no l aw her e i n 
t hi s camp. . . The admi ni st r at i on have so f ar  l i s t ened to 
t he Hat s ( i nu) and upon t he st r engt h of  t hei r  f l i msy char ges, 
i t  ar r est ed and t hr ew many i nt o t he st ockade." 3/ 

"The mur der e/wl i d a ni ce pi ece of  wor k as f ar  as t hat  
goes ." 4/ 

A ni sei  g i r l , Mi ss Doi £ who l i ke Oi shi  was not  r adi cal  

i n her  

1/ i b i d . . J ul y 17, 1944, p . 1. 
y m i » » J u l y 2 0» 1 9 4 4 � P* 
3/ From a MS pr epar ed by Oi shi  i mmedi at el y af t er  t he 

Hi t omi  mur der . 
4/ H. Hankey, Not es. J ul y 20, 1944, p . 1 . 
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gener al  vi ews expr essed her sel f  al most  as f r ank l y: 

"Thi s mi ght  sound awf ul l y hear t l ess , but  nobody has any 
sympathy f or  hi m (Hi t oml ). The whol e camp f el t  t hat  way. I t  
had a l ot  t o do wi t h t he Co- op and peopl e f el t  he was r eal l y 
behi nd a l l  t he t hi ngs goi ng on wi t h t he admi ni st r at i on and 
espec i al l y f or  t he peopl e sent  i nt o t he st ockade�espec i al l y 
t he more r ecent  pi ck- ups. The peopl e began t o hat e t he Co- op 
espec i al l y af t er  Aki t sukl  was t r ansf er r ed f r om t he Co- op head 
t o t he Coor di nat i ng Commi t t ee. Ak i t suki  and Hi t omi  wer e sus-
pect ed. When peopl e kept  bei ng put  i nt o t he st ockade af t er  
t he Gt or di nat l ng Commi t tee was put  i nt o o f f i c e, t he peopl e 
became angr y. 

Mr . Abe, a k i ndl y i s s ei , made a s i mi l ar  st at ement , emphasi zi ng 

t he r eact i on t o Hi t omi 's deat h by cont r ast i ng i t  wi t h t hat  whi ch 

f ol l owed t he shoot i ng of  Mr . Okamot o: 

n I  have not  hear d a s i ngl e man say, »I 'm sor r y he's 
dead.1 When Okamoto was shot  t o deat h t he whol e camp c l osed down 
al l  ent er t ai nment s  ̂ even smal l  par t i es at  homes.Mf  

Abe poi nt ed out /t hat  t he l ar ge camp r ecr eat i on event s , such 

as basebal l  games wejre car r i ed on af t er  Hi t oml !s deat h as i f  noth-

i ng had occur r ed. 

J apanese At t i t udes ¿n t he men who f l ed cam  ̂ A 

The t r eat ment  ket ed out  t o t he men j whi  f l ed t he camp jby some, 
J  

of  t hei r  f el l ow J apanese was ext r aor di nar i l y c r uel . Whi l * some of  

t he r esi dent s hel d!t o t he vi ew t hat  some ,bf  t he men who f l ed wer e 

not  suspect ed and fshoul d not  have l ef t  camp, t he pr evai l i ng at t i -
W- t Aj l j  j  I  

t ude<w**- HH**Hr f Ai r t des cr i b abl e sat i s f ac t i on over  ever y I nconveni ence 
A k wJ U J l  * ut Uf ^̂ P̂i  ^ ^  ̂ ? 

and humi l i at i on heaped upon t hesA unpopul ar  men  ̂ Pew o p t̂ u n i t . 
t o heap addi t i onal  humi l i at i on upon t heJ  wer e i gnor ed, i he more 

t he i nu suf f er ed,(t he bet t er  many peopl i  f e l t . They wer d housed 

i n t he hospi t al , jsind t he J apanese hospi t al  mess crew r ef used t o 
I   ̂  ̂ t  |  I I  

1. R. Hankey, Not es. J ul y 18, 1944, p. 1. £ , ¡? > \ \  
2. I b i d . , J ul y 24, 1944, p . 2. 6 p 
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By cont r ast , Abe poi nt ed out  t hat  t he peopl e had 

behaved as i f  not hi ng had hanpened af t er  Hi t onr i ŝ deat h, 

cont i nui ng t he basebal l  games and ot her  r ecr eat dnal  

event s . No one at t ended Hi t omi 's f uner al  except  hi s 

f ami l y and i nt i mat e f r i ends .#£ / / l / 

¿aywr a axAf et t l ar i f  

I n spi t e of  t hese i mmedi at e expr essi ons of  appr obat i on 

f or  t he murder  many of  t he r es i dent s di sappr oved. However , 

the di d not  dar e to voi ce t hi s di sappr oval . Mor eover , 

t o gi ve i nf or mat i on whi ch woul d have l ed t o t he ar r est  of  

t he murder  eryirBascpxihnmti ixx was an unt hi nkabl e act i on i n 

the l i ght  of  t he gener al  camp at t i t ude. I f  anyone isnew 

or  suspect ed anyt hi ng he sai d not hi ng, bot h out  of  f ear  of  

nubl i c opi ni on and out  of  f ear  of  t he mur der er  or  mur der er s. 

¿BUBflBZLXlIX 

Res i dent s At t i t udes on t he Men who F l ed Camp 

The t r eat ment  meted out  aantapcAidtaanddt  

suit  nfctoeniutiiiKxnsifiinrKhoii  M oixAfefixaaarc 

camp by sane of  t hei r  f el l ow J apanese was ext r aor di nar i l y 

or uel . Whi l e some of  t he r es i dent s hel d t o t he vi ew t hat  

some of  t he men who f l ed wer e not  suspect ed and shoul d not  

have l ef t  t he camp, the pr evai l i ng at t i t udes wer e an 

i ndescr i babl e sat i s f ac t i on over  ever y i nconveni ence and 

humi l i at i on hel ped upon t hese unpopul ar  men coupl ed wi t h a 

f ear  whi ch wss not  ver bal i zed, t hat  ainy ki ndness or  sympat hy 

shown to a suspect ed i nu woul d cause one to be l ooked upon 

as an i nu al s o . Few oppor t uni t i es to heap addi t i onal  

VUj- Ĉ  VtfJ u*. f t Aj *̂*» '̂ 
t o Yamat ani , Aki t suki  and t he ot her  men 

1/ i bi d.,x±kt i t ., J ul y 24, 1944, p . 2 
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humi l i at i on upon them wer e i gnor ed. The more the i nn 

suf f er ed, t he bet t er  t he peopl e f e l t . They wer e housed 

i n t he hospi t al , and t he J apanese hospi t al  mess or ew 

r ef used to 



f  

0 

» 

f! fi 
#f eed t hem. The J apanese wor ker s I n t he hospi t al ŵoul d not  s i t  

down t o eat  wi t h "dogs ." The ŵef e t hen i nst r uct ed t o eat  i n t he 

Caucasi an mess hal l . The J apanese mess cr ew her e pr ompt l y r ef used 

t o f eed t hem. Que ef  bl ie auaj j uel Bd I ndl Vl dUal a comptei ne r̂  t ^h e 

wr t terp: 

"And' Mr . Ak i ŝuk i  ¿ot  t hat  cook t i t he head chef  ̂ hi s j ob. 
The Caucasi ans df i dn!t  want  ant  J apanese cool ŝ or  wai t r e- ss ŝ, 
but  M/7 Aki t sufyl  convi nced tl fem t h e  ̂ shoul d/have t hem/"1 

� The unf or t unat e r ef ugees wer e at  l engt h f or ced t o eat  i n one 

of  t he war ehouses wher e f ac i l i t i es f or  cooki ng wer e set  up f or  t hem 

by t he admi ni st r at i on. Mr . Tat ei shi  act ed as cook, A rumor  prompt -
Lj r  v L+̂ r r f̂ l  V 

poi son t hem. I t  i s obvi ous t hat  t hi s cr uel t y was l ar gel y i nst i gat ed 
\  

l y spr ang up \̂ that  pr essur e was bei ng br ought  on Mr . Tat ei shi  t o 

by f ear , f ear  of  ass i s t i ng an i nu. 

Q*t  » i +Lt j J L ZJ *-  ̂

Whenever  any ofy\ - tfB«fi  Wal ked aSout  t he Caucasi an ar ea i n day-

l i ght , t hey wer e l i kel y t o be gr eet ed by bar ki ng noi ses f r om t he 

J apanese empl oyed t her e. Some of  t he r ef ugees wer e ut t er l y t er r i -

f i ed. They wer e under  consi der abl e pr essur e f r om Mr . Best  who, a 

few days I xfcaz af t er  t hey wer e r emoved, began t o ur ge t hem t o 

r et ur n t o t he cent er . -  »I Hr t oi i r̂ egar ded t hi s as a deat h 

sent ence. 

Backgr ound/of  Camp React i ons t o Hi  t omi  ¿Murder  

As has been st at ed/ t he spec i f i c ¿ur ge of  pfebl i c f uel i ng 

whi ch cul mi nat ed i n thj i  mur der  began l at e i n MaW, about /a week 

bef or e t he Okamoto shcfot i ng. The f undament al  cÀuses, hpwever , had 

a l ong I i i st or y; some I f  t hem ext ended back t o t he f i r st / f ew weeks 
I  I  / 

1. I b i d . , J ul y 19, 1944, p. 5. 

� i e h h 
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#can t el l  you t hat  ever ybody i n t he bl ock/t hi nks ver y l i t t l e 
of  hi m (Mr . TakahashV)/ The f eel i ng i s yVery bad. . . . J . 

"The peopl e ar V̂er y upset  about  t i f i e peopl e bei ng/sent  
t o Sant a Pe. Many'pfeopl e say t hat  thetf  have been f oot ed: 
t hey ar en't  goi na/t o be sent  t o J apan/ f i r s t , j ust  because 
t hey wer e sent  t j b Sant a F e. / / 

" I  don't  know. The peopl e her é j ust  shut  u p . / Wi t h Mr . 
Takahashi  her a n̂obody t r ust s h i my  ̂ / 

Mr s. Yamaguoni  i mpl i ed t hat  t he Peopl e i n her  b 6̂ck di d not  
/ f  / 

dar e t o expr e s ̂ t hemsel ves f r ankl y pn t he mat t er  of /t he t r ansf er  

t o Sant a F e, /or  f ear  t hat  Mr . Tak/hashi  woul d r epor t  them t o t he 

admi ni st r at i on. Two ni ght s af t ei / t h i s st at ement /was made, Mr . 

Takahashi /was assaul t ed by myst /r i ous assai l ant s but  was not  i n-

j ur ed ser i ous l y . 

K ! Change i n Resi dent s1 A t t i t u d e s M a n d e r  

 ̂ For  sever al  weeks af t er  t he mur der , many i nf or mant s expr essed 

0 t hemsel ves as bi t t er l y or  al most  as bi t t er l y agai nst  Mr . Hi t omi  and 

t he Um as t hey had dur i ng May and J une, ^p r e p a r e d a Manuscr i pt  

f ul l  of  i nvect i ves agai nst  t he "dogs* and agai nst  t he admi ni st r a-

t i on. I n hi s opi ni on, t he beat i ngs whi ch pr eceded t he mur der  and 

t he mur der  i t sel f  "can be pl aced at  t he ver y door st ep of  t he ad-

mi ni s t r at i on." He al so denounced t he Co- op and t he Co- or di nat i ng 

Commi t t ee. Accor di ng t o hi m, "t he bas i c r easons of  const ant  

gr umbl i ng t hat  f i nal l y cul mi nat ed i n a mur der " wer e (1) t hat  t he 

Co- op sol d "ar t i c l es such as bucket s , br ooms, and even coal  hand-

shovel s at  a handsome pr i c e," whi l e t he WRA shoul d have pr ovi ded 

f or  t he co l oni s t s ; (2) t he admi ni st r at i on "del i ber at el y wi t hhel d 

t he di s t r i but i on" of  t hese ar t i c l es t hough t hey "wer e pi l ed hi gh 

1. I b i d . , J une 30, 1944, p . 1. 
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I n t he war ehouses11; (3) t he Co- op's cont i nued sal e of  l uxur y i t ems 

agai nst  gr eat  publ i c opposi t i on; (4) any per son who "unf l i nchi ngl y 

at t acked t he Co- op" was t hen appr ehended and thrown i nt o t he 

st ockade and conf i ned t her e i ndef i ni t el y wi t hout  even a sembl ance 

of  a t r i a l " ( 5 ) t he Co- op was r esponsi bl e f or  t he def eat  of  

st at us quo. "The Co- or di nat i ng Commi t tee . . . wer e men who wer e 

di r ec t l y connect ed wi t h t he Cooper at i ve. . . . I nst ead of  hel pi ng 
2 

t he r es i dent s (t hey) became t he t ool  of  t he admi ni s t r at i on." 

Ot her  i nf or mant s al so cont i nued t o r epeat  uncompl i ment ar y 

r umor s about  Mr , Hi t omi . 

Yamaguchi  r emar ked: 

"Al so t hey sai d Mr . Hi t omi  hi r ed not hi ng but  Sacr ament o 
peopl e i n t he Co- op. He hi r ed hi s br ot her  i n t he Sewi ng 
Fact or y, hi s r el at i ves and f r i ends i n t he Co- op."3 

Asai d: 

"Mat sumot o (t he chai r man of  t he Boar d of  Di r ect or s) 
bankr upt ed t he Ni ppon Bank i n Sacr ament o. Do you t hi nk he 
came out  penni l ess? 

"Mr . Yamat anl  has sai d numerous t i mes, ' I f  I 'm af r ai d 
of  t wo by f our s , I  can't  make money' 

(By t he above st at ement , Yamat ani , i f  he sai d i t , meant  t hat  

he coul d not  af f or d t o f ear  t he cl ubs of  any gang of  enemi es. I n 

camp par l ance, t he pi eces of  l umber  whi ch ar e somet i mes used i n a 

beat i ng ar e known as t wo- by- f our s). 

I ndi cat i on t hat  t he gossi p about  t he Co- op was not  conf i ned 

t o t r ansf er ees but  was al so i ndul ged i n by ol d Tul eans may be seen 

i n t he r emar ks of  a ver y Amer i cani zed young ni sei  g i r l , an ol d 

Tul ean, who pl anned t o l eave Tul e Lake and ent er  a nur si ng school  

1. Thi s par t i cul ar  accusat i on was ver y wi despr ead bef or e t he mur der . 
Par t i cul ar l y , t he under gr ound pr essur e gr oup members r epeat ed i t . 
2. Pr om ms. pr epar ed bef or e J ul y 20. 
3. R. Han key. Not es. J ul y 19, 1944, p. 2. 
4. I b i d . , J ul y 31, 1944, p. 3. Si nce "K" i s an exper t  account ant  
and was hi r ed t o i nvest i gat e t he books of  t he compani es concer ned 
i n t hese swi ndl es , hi s r emar ks deser ve cr edence. 

� � I  
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The i nfor mant  added t hat  she had hear d of  a l ady who 
, as 

f ound $300 dol l ar s I n a box of  cake she par ched at  t he 

Co- op. Bei ng honest , she t ook t he money back wher eupon 

t he c l er ks gave her  a coupl e of  more oakes so t hat  she 

woul d not  spr ead t he f act  t hat  t hey had feBxnxhM±r Q£x 

Bi aMy secr et ed the money i n a cake box wi t h t he i nt ent  

of  s t eal i ng i t . Zj  

R . Han êy, Not es« Aug. 24, 1944, pp. 4- 5. 
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I n t he Uni t ed St at es , 

"The ol d Tul eans , I  know, f el t  he (Hi t oml ) got  what  he 
deser ved. Af t er  al l  he- di d! They wer e al l  sayi ng he was 
goi ng t o r es i gn and l eave camp. They sai d t hi s af t er  he di ed. 
They sai d he had made hi s k i l l  and was pl anni ng t o go. 

"Even t he ol d Tul eans hat ed hi m. Ever ybody knew hi m f or  
what  he waa.  ̂ . 

""X"̂ tady f ound $500J S v̂ r T̂ ŷ i ? ni nl f̂  f f l m irfin kqrto&t  and" 
!pp. TEPr  Rave mt  a o<Htplo Biero calEps 

t o.Keep hnr  quint - . 
"I ndi v i dual l y i n t he cant eens t hey gr af t  t oo. I f  you 

have a f r i end you can go t o t he cant een and buy t hi ngs f or  
hal f  pr i ce. The cl er ks have no per sonal  f eel i ng t owar d t he 
Co- op as t hei r  or gani zat i on, 

" I  hear  t he new manager  f ound l ot s of  l uxur i es i n t he 
war ehouse. We don't  need such expensi ve cosmet i cs and t hi ngs . 
They f ound a l ot  of  i ce skat es . They must  have got t en t hem on 
t he bl ack mar ket , because you can't  buy t hem out si de now. 
Thej Mi ave not hi ng but  bl ack mar ket  s t u f f [ n 0 

Anot her  ol d Tul ean gi r l  sai d: 

"They say t he Co- op was buyi ng WRA s t uf f  and sel l i ng i t  
i n t he cant eens .1,3 

A few weeks af t er  t he mur der , however , a change of/\ mincL began 

t o make I t sel f  shown. The di st ur bi ng f act  t hat  a mur der er  or  a 

gr oup of  mur der er s was f r ee i n camp who, encour aged by appar ent  

success, mi ght  t ur n on anyone whose act i ons di d not  meet  appr oval , 

began t o obt r ude i t s el f  t hr ough t he sat i s f act i on of  seei ng a man 

r egar ded as a hat ed t r ai t or  meet  hi s pr oper  doom. As Mr . Fuj i mot o, 

who was gr owi ng st eadi l y more conser vat i ve i n hi s vi ews, expr essed 

i t s 

"The f unny t hi ng i s t hat  t he mur der  had spl i t  t he camp 
i nt o two par t s , Hal f  f eel  sor r y f or  t he guy and t he ot her  
hal f  ar e gl ad. Of  cour se, t hey say he was k i l l ed f or  em-
bezzl i ng Co- op f unds, but  t hat  was j ust  t al k . Nobody coul d 
pr ove i t . n 

Fuj i mot o expr essed anot her  camp r eact i on wi t h r egar d t o t he 

1. I t  i s i nt er est i ng t o see t hi s ant i - l uxur y at t i t ude expr essed by 
an ol d Tul ean. 
2. R. Hankey, Not es, August  24, 1944, pp. 4- 5. 
3. I b i d . , August  30, 1944, p. 3. 

m wm H H H l  
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at t i t ude of  t he admi ni st r at i on, a r eact i on ver y t ypi cal  of  camp 

psychol ogy: 

"The peopl e ar e sayi ng t hat  t he admi ni st r at i on i s 
del i ber at el y not  maki ng a ser i ous at t empt  t o f i nd t he 
mur der er . I f  t he peopl e t hi nk t hat  t he mur der er  i s l oose 
i n camp, more of  them wi l l  want  t o r el oc at e." 

He added t hat  he had been snoopi ng i n t he pr oj ect  at t or ney's 

of f i ce and seen an enor mous sheet  of  appl i cat i ons f or  l eave cl ear -

ance.  ̂ What ever  he may have seen, t her e was no appr eci abl e i ncr ease 

i n r el ocat i on at  t hi s t i me. 

The Yamaguchi 's expr essed a ver y i nt er sat I ng and del i cat e 

al t er at i on of  sent i ment : 

"The peopl e ar e ver y qui et  about  i t . Mr . Hi t omi  i s 
dead; so t he peopl e ar e qui et . I f  t hey ar en't  qui et  t hey 
may go t o j a i l . They say, 'Wel l , he's passed away. Af t er  
a l l , he's a Buddha now. Let  hi m sl eep peacef ul l y . ' I t  used 
t o be he had a ver y bad r eput at i on. But  si nce he's passed 
away t he peopl e don't  say much. I t  woul dn't  be good manner s." 

Mr . Abe al so expr essed a di f f er ent  at t i t ude about  a month af t er  

t he mur der : 

"Of  cour se, Mr . Hi t omi  was one of  t he most  hat ed men i n 
camp. But  he wasn't  bad enough t o be assass i nat ed. I  hear d 
t hat  Hi t omi  si gned a pet i t i on t o send t he peopl e i n t he 
st ockade away (t o Sant a F e) . 

Sever al  months af t er  t he mur der , a ni sei  gi r l  st at ed t hat  i n 

her  opi ni on t he st or i es c i r cul at ed bef or e t he mur der  wer e r umor s. 

Though many ot her  col oni st s must  have had t hei r  doubt s about  t he 

wi l der  s t or i es , t hese doubt s wer e ver y sel dom expr essed: 

"i n camp t her e wer e so many r umor s at  t hat  t i me. Peopl e 
bel i eved t hey wer e t r ue. They al ways sai d. 'My f r i ends say 
i t . ' I t  al most  makes anybody bel i eve i t . "* 

1. I b i d . , J ul y 17, 1944, p. 1. 
2. T B I d . , J ul y 19, 1944, p . 1. 
3. TbTcL, August  8, 1944, p. 1. 
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I t  i s pr obabl y t hat  much of  t he appr ehensi on of  

t hi s t i me was due t o t he t neaot l duaH t hr eat s of  vi ol ence 

whi ch cer t ai n members of  t he under cover  pr essur e gr oup had 

made pr i or  t o t he hx&ckx mur der * Whet her  t he gr oup was 

i mpl i cat ed or  not , many peopl e, i nc l udi ng t he aut hor i t i es , 

suspect ed t hat  t hey mi ght  be. Much l at er , a wel l - post ed 

i nf or mant  st at ed t hat  Kl r a had engi neer ed most  of  t he 

beat i ngs . The l eader s of  t he gr oup spar ed no ef f or t  i n 

poi nt i ng out  t hat  t he mur der  was a gl ar i ng exanpl e of  

admi ni st r at i ve i nept i t ude and shoul d make i t  c l ear  t o t he 

Amer i can publ i c t hat  somet hi ngs was ser i ousl y wr ong wi t h 

t he admi ni st r at i on of  Tul e Lake. Nat ur al l y , t hey hoped 

t hat  t he mur der  woul d r esul t  i n Mr . Bes t 's di smi ssal . 

tided wi t h 

i t h a s i ni s t er  

Mr . yan î shi t a st aj Ad t hat  "t he at t acks whi ch e 

t he mAr der " (hery£ he caught  hi ni sel f  and sai d w: 

i mpl i cat i on "t empor ar i l y ended f or  t he t i me bei ng" ) had mad6 

tbfe peopl e opt i mi st i c , "espec i al l y s l i ce t he at t ack was 

mccessf ul  add t he admi ni st Rat i on was not  abl fe t o f i nd t he 

at t acker j J K/Thi s was cer t a î l y not  t r ue, unl dsshe was 

pr ef er r i ng / n l y t o t he opt i mi sm of  t he pr essur e gr o p̂. He 

c ont i nued / 

"Peopl e wer e sor r y/f or  t he vi ct i m, but  the camp as a 
whol e, A f  t hey di d not  Rej oi ce f o r  such a happeni ng, t hought  
t hat  I t  was t he l ast  r a*or t  t o be t aken t o l fet  t he (Amer i can) 
publ i c and t he admi ni st r at i on know t hat  wr onk- doi ng cannot  
cont i nue f or ever . / I  . . . 

/ "Beep t hi nk i ng peopl e do not  t hi nk t he bhoosi ng of  t hi s 
bar bar ous act i on i s wi se and t hi nk t hat  i t  wbul d be more or  
l ess c r i t i c i sed by t he Amer i can pt tol i c when p.t  i s)c known 
out si de by t he paper  or  r adi o ." 

He xA&mA poi nt ed out  t hat  t he camp od r l di t i on was such 

t hat  t he peopl e wei fe f or ced i nt o commi t t i ng êat i ngs and 

mur der  because no 6t her  pat h of  r i ght i ng t hekr  gr i evances 
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Mr . Yamashi t a st at ed t hat "t he at t acks whi ch ended wi t h t he 

mur der Mhad made t he peopl e opt i mi st i c , "espec i al l y si r e e t bs 

at t ack was successf ul  and the admi ni st r at i on was not  abl e to 

f i nd t he at t acker ". K mc nAmr i f r  knar >»f t wr t *t \ mnvf r p̂f cf t ^̂  

t ei axt axt am xatahftmkBi* 

femi m&f t  xmxHftmmmjanxftflbt  Thi s was cer t l i nl y not  ±T*vmr  t r ue* 

Hmw n̂ x ^  ̂ Per haps t he pr essur e -
- and "bel i eved t hat  ""bee«use of  the mur der  " Mr  ̂ ' Be st  woul d be fordecE 

gr oup w«s opt i mi st i cal  No  ̂or di nar y r es i dent  ad î fi x̂i i J aaibi i ia* t o 
' / r es i gn, 

i ndi cat ed t hat  he .xfaenmijsBi  �� 000 

had any hope f or  i mprovement  i n can®) condi t i ons because of  

t he mur der * Yamashi t a added wi t h a s i ni s t er  i mpl i cat i on 

t hat  t he at t ack ŝ wer e onl y "t empor ar i l y ended f or  t he t i me 

bei ng". He cont i nued* 

"Peopl e wer e sor r y f or  t he v i c t i m, but  t he camp as a 
whol e, i f  t hey di d not  r ej o i ce  ̂ f or  such a happeni ng, t hought  
t hat  i t  was t he l ast  r esor t  t o be t aken t o l et  t he (Amer i can) 
publ i c and t he admi ni st r at i on know t hat  wr ong- doi ng cannot  
cont i nue f or ever ," 

He expl ai ned t hat  he r eal i zed t hat  t he mur der  woul d 

cause t he Amer i can publ i c t o t hi nk badl y of  t he J apanese 

i n Tul e Lake but  poi nt ed out  t hat  t he kxhjg condi t i on of  

t he camp was so bad t hat  t he peopl e wer e f or ced i nt o 

commi t t i ng bfltakiuoganiLiiii  assaul  t s and mur der  because no 

ot her  jut  method of  r i ght i ng t hei r  gr i evances 



I*» 
was open t o t hem» "I t  was more or  l ess i n t he at mospher e 

of  t he camp t hat  t hey wer e f or ced t o use such a met hod 

Hi s wi f e r emar ked wi t h sat i s f ac t i on, "I t  was a per f ect  c r i me." 1/ 

Whi l e Mr . Hi t o m ŝ ev i l  r eput at i on was onl y mi t i gat ed 

t o sdme ext ent  by t he passage of  t i me, t he camp sent i ment  

t owar d t he mur der  

1. i b i d . , J ul y 28, 1944, p . 1 . 
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and t he appr ehensi on of  t he mur der er  under went  a mar ked change 

af t er  t he passage of  t hr ee or  f our  mont hs. Many peopl e began t o 

r ef er  t o t he mur der  as a depl or abl e t hi ng, s t at i ng t hat  af t er  al l  

nobody had ever  pr oved anyt hi ng agai nst  Hl t omi  and t hat , mor eover , 

ot her  i ndi v i dual s i n camp wer e f ar  more obj ect i onabl e t han he. 

The sat i s f act i on over  t he f act  t hat  t he mur der er  was not  appr e-

hended dwi ndl ed al so and t hough t he sent i ment  was f ar  f r om unani mous 

many r esi dent s caut i ousl y expr essed t he hope t hat  t he mur der er  

mi ght  be t aken. On t he whol e  ̂ onl y t he pr essur e gr oup r emai ned 

unchanged i n i t s cont ent i on t hat  t he mur der er  was t̂ ype of  publ i c 

benef act or  and openl y r ej oi ced over  hi s non- appr ehensi on., 

Camp sent i ment  as t o why t he mur der  was commi t tepk'wes never  

xs uni f or m. Some peopl e hel d t o t he vi ew t hat  Hi ôi i i  was mur der ed 
]  ̂

/ 

r  
y 

j  because he was a dog, ot her s t hat  t he sj t̂ f i ng was a pr i vat e af f a i r , 

commi t t ed by a man wi t h whose wi f g m̂t omi  was supposed t o have 

phi l ander ed. 

Tho beul l ugu ¿nd Ŵi e "murder  had a f ar  on t he 

gener al  onmp r - es d̂ent  r ahi &h dl  ̂  i mhyi ŵwi r Hr  p f̂ f l wr ' ap âp «  ̂ f or  

several .J BOttfc&e*. The maj or i t y of  r es i dent s wer e more shocked by 

t he mur der  t han t hey woul d at  f i r s t  openl y admi t . Never  agai n 

di d an i l l ogi cal  obsessi on of  ext r eme hos t i l i t y t owar d men pur por t -

ed t o be "dogs" sei ze on t he ent i r e camp. From t hi s per i od on t he 

gr eat er  number  of  peopl e m̂mi I 'M peace and began i ncr easi ngl y t o 

expr ess at t i t udes such as " i f  onl y t he camp woul d qui et  down"; or , 

"why can11 we J apanese l i ve peaceabl y her e t i l l  t he end of  t he war , 

or  unt i l  we!r e exchanged." Hencef or t h, when men wer e beat en, t he 

news di d not  spr ead r api dl y nor  di d t he gener al  r esi dent  r emar k 
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t hat  "anot her  dog had got t en what  he deser ved". I nst ead, 

t he beat er s wer e r egar ded as "ganst er s" and not  as publ i c 

benef act or s� 

Fat e of  t he Suspect ed "Bogs" � Resi dent s* At t i t udes , 

Al l  of  t he men who f l ed f r om t he camp event ual l y 

r et ur ned wi t h t he except i on of  Messr s. Yamat ani , Tat ei shi  

and Shi mokon, who wer e t r ansf er r ed t o ot her  Cent er s . About  

a mont h af t er  t he muder  when some of  t he r ef ugees had s t i l l  

not  r et ur ned t o camp, Mr . Rober t son cal l ed on Oi shi  and 

asked hi m f or  hi s opi ni on on whet her  i t  was Saf e f or  them 

t o r et ur n. Oi shi  t ol d Rober t sons 

"Some ar e al l  r i ght  but  some shoul dn*t  be back evs n 
f or  a day. . . Yamat ani  won't  l i ve ver yl ong ( i f  he r et ur ns)." 

However , sever al  moder at e i ndi v i dual s expr essed r egr et  

t hat  some of  t he suspect ed men had been so f oo l i sh as t o 

f l ee t he camp. I n t hei r  opi ni on, i t  woul d have been f ar  

bet t er  i f  t hey had st ayed and not  gi ven such obvi ous gr ounds 

f or  suspi c i on t o t hei r  nei ghbor s. Mr . Takahashi , i n 

par t i cul ar , was t hought  to have made a gr eat  er r or  Thy 

f l eei ng. 

The men who 
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t hat  "anot her  dog had got t en what  he deser ved." I nst ead  ̂ t he 

beat er s wer e r egar ded as "gangst er s" and not  as pub1\ 6 benef act or s . 

Fat e of  t he Suspect ed "Dogs" / 

Al l  of  t he men who f l ed t o t h /̂hospi t al  event ual l y r et ur ned 

t o the/ î>J pip*w»l  wi t h t he except i on of  Messr s ./Yamat anI , Tat ei shi  

and. Shi mokon, who wer e t r ansf er r ed t o ot her  cent er s . Those who / / ..� ..... 

r et ur ned t o t he cent er s met  wi t h var yi ng r ecept i ons, dependi ng 

l ar gel y upon how t hey had been r egar ded bef or e t he mur der . Mr . 

Ak i t suk l , showi ng gr eat  cour age, r et ur ned t o t he col ony af t er  

sever al  weeks. However , he l ef t  hi s f ami l y and t ook up r esi dence 

wi t h a gr oup of  j udo boys who wer e r epor t ed t o have sworn t o be 

r eady t o gi ve t hei r  l i ves f or  hi m. He al so acqui r ed t wo l ar ge 

dogs, an act  whi ch was commented upon wi t h mal i c i ous r el i sh by 

some of  t he evacuees. Some of  t he Co- op Boar d members wer e r e-

por t ed t o have est abl i shed t hemsel ves sat i s f ac t or i l y i n t hei r  

bl ocks . Mr . Aki t suki  and Mr . Takahashi , however , r emai ned symbol s 

of  despi cabl e t r eacher y and cont i nued f or  some t i me t o l i ve mi ser -

abl e par i ah- l i ke l i ves . Nobody i n camp "who knew t hem f or  what  

t hey wer e" woul d t al k wi t h them or  be seen wi t h t hem. 

A gener al l y wi despr ead at t i t ude ŷwas expr essed by ŵho al so 
01 

anal yzed t he er r or s i n j udgment  made by t he members of  t he/Co-

or di nat i ng.j 3ommi t t ee: 

� / / , f j  / / ,/ 
"Akt osuky I s not  wi i e i n comi ng b ĉ k . I f  he want s t o 

cont i nue/t o br eat he i t r j i  bet t er  t hat  hp st ays out . /Many of  
t hose b6ys ( Ĉo- or di nat /ng Commi t tee Gj roup) wer e t oo ar r ogant . 
I f  t hey had/ l i s t ened \ k. t he voi ce o f ĥ e peopl e t h£y woul dn't  
be I n t r oubl e now. / / 

"They di dn' t  s t /p t o t hi nk . T&ey wer e j ust  get t i ng i n 
wel l  wi t h t he admi ni st r at i on./ Espec i al l y t hose yn t he Co- op, Stilt t / / f ; y 



"But  t hose peopl e (t he l nu) who may ret i krn -  I  
don't  t hi nk t hey coul d cont r i ve t o sl eep wi t hout  wor r i es . 
The l onger  Aki t suki  mai nt ai ns bodyguar ds, t he l onger  he f l l  
be hat ed. I f  he l i ved al one, t he peopl e mi ght  f or get . 

- 7- 3- 4 Get t i ng bodyguar ds was a ver y shor t - si ght ed po l i cy , l / 

"I f  Aki t suki  want s t o cont i nue t o br eat h i t ' s bet t er  
t hat  he st ays out . Many of  t hose boys (Coor di nat i ng Commi t tee ) 
wer e t oo ar r ogant . I f  t hey had Ms t ened t o t he voi ce of  the 
peopl e t hey woul dn't  be i n t r oubl e now. 

"They di dn't  st op t o t hi nk . They wer e j ust  get t i ng i n 
wel l  wi t h t he admi ni st r at i on. Espec i al l y t hose i n t he Co- op, 
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t hat  bunch of  gambl er s and embezzl er s. They wer e s i t t i ng i n 
hi gh o f f i c es . They shoul dn't  have hel d t hose pos i t i ons . 
They di d not  st op t o t hi nk t hat  t her e wer e many wel l  educat ed 
per sons who wer e not  wor ki ng i n t he Co- op but  wer e f ar  more 
capabl e� � � . . 

"They di dn't  have t he char act er  st r ong enough t o r ef use. 
They went  ahead and co- oper at ed wi t h t he Admi ni st r at i on. 
L i t t l e by l i t t l e, t hey were dr agged i nt o t he mi r e unt i l  t hey 
coul dn't  get  out  any mor e."l  

About / a month af t er  th£"~murcler  TrtfrieB- iSome of  t he r ef ugees had 

s t i l l  not /r et ur ned t o camp', Mr . Rober t son cal l ed on asked 

hi m f or  l i s opi ni on on whet her  i t  was sfcfe f or  t hem t o /r et ur n, 

f t  roftfrflttfcd - htfHEBBJ jMHt- .fl  f hn «s é t e : 

"My r 'ftobclHfMrm iffi  rrtmri mn atoowŴ nr i j f t ì nn. ¿inni ila Urnk. 
- I /a f t  i d,''gome ar e al l  r i ght  but  sjbme shoul dn't  be back even 
i hr  a day. I t elèi  hi m Yamat ani /won't  l i ve ver  ̂ l ong ( i f  
Me r e t u r n s ) . / 

J  X̂- l r wŴ /j  / / 

t ar i ng Ui i o poi l i r t l ,  ̂sever al  i ncer at e i ndi vi dual s expr essed 

r egr et  t hat  some of /t he suspect ed pen had been aol  f oo l i sh as t o 

f l e j  t he camp'. I n/ t hei r  opi ni on, / i t  woul d have been f ar  bet t er  i f  

th f̂y had st ayed a d̂ 

not  gi ven such obvi ous gr ounds f or  suspi ci on 

t o / t hei r  nei ghbor s. Mr . Takahashi , i n par t i cul ar , was t hought  t o 

h v̂e m̂ade e J ^J * e r r o r  by f l eei ng.  ̂ j  

Whe 

n however , t hr ee of  t he most  unpopul ar  men t r ansf er r ed t o 

ot her  cent er s , most  r esi dent s wer e happy about  i t . A f ew r emar ked 

wi t h sat i s f ac t i on t hat  t hey woul d be hat ed and despi sed i n t he 

ot her  cent er s al so . Mr s. Mat suda, an act i ve agi t at or , expr essed 

di sappoi nt ment , i ns i nuat i ng t hat  I t  woul d have been pr ef er abl e t o 

have them st ay and meet  t he same f at e as Hi t or ni .3 

Aft or Al rl - tgrt '̂yèTurne t̂ o the-  wl TOy l̂ TT'e xprpe- eeé- Mffi ê̂ f-

a s ^F S S B S  ̂

I ^M- , J u l y 20> 1944, p . 2; 2. I b i d . . J ul y 31, 1944, p. 3. 
3. I b i d . , August  16, 1944, p. 2. 
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"But  t ho ê peopl e l t f r é"\ nu) who ma f̂ êt ur n -  I  dc 
t hi nk t he/c o i i l d cont r i ve t a s l eep r̂ i t hoyt  wor r i es Ĵ &SJ S 
l onger  A'ki t  sfaki  mal nt  a i n s/bodyg u ^d s , t he longej -̂ tí e 1 l j t̂ 5e 
hat ed. I f  /he l i ved al oné, t he p̂eopl e ĝht t̂ J r get  . - Ĝet t i ng 

\  b,*uyguard3¿ *̂ás a ver y sfaopfr ŝi ghted pql ê r̂ "1 

When he hear d t hat  t he t hr ee men had l ef t  t he cent er , Ŵ  ex-

pr essed t he f ol l owi ng at t i t ude, whi ch was common t hr oughout  t he 

cent er ; 

"Yamat ani , Tat ei shi  and Shi mokon -  i t  was wonder f ul  t hat  
t hey wer e t r ans f er r ed. That  al so hel ped t o r el i eve a gr eat  
deal  of  t he t ens i on. But  I  f eel  sor r y f or  t hem; t hey'r e 
br anded f or  good. Peopl e f r om Tul e ar e wr i t i ng t o Mi ni doka 
t el l i ng t hei r  f r i ends al l  about  t hem."2 

Act i ons of  t he Admi ni st r at i on 

/ y  ̂ I mmedi at e suspi ci on of  I mpl i cat i on i n t he mur der  f el l  upon 

> t he f our t een men s t i l l  det ai ned I n t he st ockade. Al l  i ngoi ng mai l  

t o t he st ockade was st opped and l ar ge pi eces of  pl ast er  boar d wer e 

v at t ached t o t hat  por t i on of  t he st ockade whi ch f aced t he col ony 

so t hat  no s i gnal s coul d be exchanged. Gat e number  2, t hr ough 

whi ch per sons had her et of or e passed I n and out  of  t he col ony was 
s 

c l osed, and gat e number  3, whi ch was l ocat ed sever al  hundr ed yar ds 

f ar t her  f r om t he st ockade, was used i ns t ead. The obj ect  agai n was 

t o keep camp r es i dent s as f ar  f r om t he st ockade as poss i bl e. The 

st ockade i nt er nees wer e gi ven t o under st and by Mr . Best  and by 

cer t ai n members of  t he I nt er nal  Secur i t y t hat  t hey wer e under  

suspi ci on of  havi ng di r ect ed a conspi r acy wi t hi n t he cent er  t o 

mur der  Mr . Hl t omi . Thi s accusat i on made them ver y i ndi gnant .3 

The admi ni st r at i on al so suggest ed t o t he bl ock manager s t hat  

a camp- wi de cur f ew be enf or ced. The bl ock manager s r ef used t o 

1. I b i d . . August  7, 1944, pp. 3- 4. 
2. I b i d . . August  21, 1944, p. 1. 
3. I b i d . . Sept ember  15, 1944, p. 8; Sept ember  18, p. 10. 
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accept  t he r espons i bi l i t y f or  t hi s act  and suggest ed t hat  I t  be 

r ef er r ed t o t he peopl e. The peopl e wer e by no means ent husi ast i c 

about  i t  and t he mat t er  was dr opped. 

From second- hand I nf or mat i on gai ned chi ef l y f r om Dr . Opl er  

and Mr . Rober t son, i t  appear ed t hat  t he admi ni st r at i on had two 

t heor i es about  t he mur der . One was t hat  al r eady ment i oned: t hat  

t he det ai nees had conspi r ed wi t h some gr oup i n t he cent er . Two 

separ at e gr oups i n t he cent er  came under  suspi c i on: one was t he 

so- cal l ed Resegr egat i on Gr oup, and t he ot her  was t he gr oup headed 

by Mr. Tsuda. Bot h gr oups had been wor ki ng f or  t he r el ease of  t he 

det ai nees f or  many mont hs. The mot i ve i n t hi s case woul d be a 

del i ber at e at t empt  on t he par t  of  t hese gr oups t o embar r ass t he 

admi ni st r at i on and par t i cul ar l y Mr . Best  by br i ngi ng down so much 

adver se publ i c i t y upon hi s head t hat  he woul d be f or ced t o r es i gn. 

The second t heor y, sai d t o have been espoused by Mr . Best  and Mr . 

Schmi dt , was t hat  t he mur der  was a per sonal  af f a i r , commi t t ed by 

onl y one man wel l - known t o Mr . Hi t omi . Schmi dt !s r easoni ng was 

t hat  Hi t omi  woul d have cr i ed out  and been hear d, had he been 

appr oached by a st r anger  or  a st r ange gr oup. The mot i ve i n t hi s 

case woul d be r evenge f or  a per sonal  i nj ur y , i . e . , t hat  Hi toimi  had 

been k i l l ed by t he husband of  some woman wi t h whom he had been 

phi l ander i ng. Lat er , t hi s t heor y was di r ect ed agai nst  Mr . Hi t n&i 's 

br ot her , wi t h whose wi f e Hi t omi  was r umor ed t o have had i mmoral  

r el at i ons . The f act  t hat  t he br ot her  di d not  accompany Hi t omi 1s 

cor pse t o t he hospi t al  was consi der ed ver y suspi c i ous . 

On J ul y 13, i t  was r umor ed t hat  f our  J apanese had been t aken f r om 

t he col ony and wer e bei ng gi ven a t went y- f our  hour  t hi r d degr ee by 
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t he I nt er nal  Secur i t y . So f ar  as i s known, no i nf or mat i on was 

gai ned f r om t hem. The gr i l l i ng was r epor t ed t o Mr . Bes i g of  t he 

Amer i can Ci v i l  L i ber t i es Uni on. Thi s act i on on t he par t  of  t he 

admi ni st r at i on was not  appr oved of  by 4 J apanese who expr essed 

t hemsel ves on t he subj ect : 

l &A sai d: 

"Sever al  boys f r om Leupp wer e i nvest i gat ed  ̂ But  t he 
good t hi ng was t hat  t hey wer e r el eased i mmedi at el y. I f  t hey 
had been put  i nt o t he st ockade, t he admi ni st r at i on woul d have 
been doi ng a gr eat  i nj us t i ce. They wer e ver y st udi ous boys . 
One of  t he boys was t aken j ust  because t he admi ni st r at i on 
t hought  he was a f anat i c . That  was no r eason.t t l  

Mr Ŷamaguchi  sai d: 

r / 
I  hear d t hose boys wer e gr i l l ed f or  t £r ee days and 

o r X y 7 ' n l S h t s � 0 n e o f  t h e m was Ki t adani , a t ough/k i d. We used t o 
1/ cal l  hi m t he 'dead end k i d ' / i n Leupp. He /Was gr i l l ed because 

^ r  J T  ̂ XA t h ey f ound f ci m wi t h a k ni f e. 1, 2 / 

At t i t udes of  t he Appoi nt ed Per sonnel  

The mur der  pl unged t he Caucasi an r esi dent s of  Tul e Lake i nt o 

a st at e whi ch i n some i ndi v i dual s bor der ed c l osel y on pani c . One 

of  t he mani f est at i ons of  t hi s was a meet i ng hel d by t he Caucasi an 

members of  t he Co- op - wteere/yit  was pr oposed t hat  cant een number  4 

be sever ed f r om t he J apanese Co- oper at i ve Ent er pr i ses . Thi s was . 

not  done. 

For  many weeks t he s t af f  members r emai ned ver y j i t t er y . Some 

expect ed anot her  mur der  and t he subj ect  of  who woul d be next  was 

f r equent l y di scussed among t hose members of  t he s t af f  who had con-

t act  wi t h t he col ony. Sever al  i nt i mt gon t̂ epanes e al so expect ed 

anot her  mur der , par t i cul ar l y i f  t he men who had f l ed t he col ony 

19, 1944, p. 1. 
2. TFTcL. J ul y 13, 1944, p. 1. 



r et ur ned, went  so f ar  as t o say: 

"Ther e wi l l  be one more i nc i dent . The admi ni st r at i on 
i s at  f aul t , i f  t hat  i nci dent  devel ops as I  ant i c i pat e. I  
f eel  t hat  t he camp i s i n a st at e wher e unl ess t he admi ni st r a-
t i on makes an absol ut e change, t he beat i ngs and t he k i l l i ngs 
wi l l  cont i nue. Now i t ' s beyond t he admi ni st r at i on's power  
t o cont r ol  i t . Thi ngs have gone t oo f a r . " l  

El ect i on of  t he New Co- op Boar d of  Di r ect or s 

Wi t h t he r esi gnat i on of  i t s Boar d of  Di r ec t or s , t he Co- op 

was l ef t  l eader l ess and l oaded wi t h a bur den of  publ i c oppr obr i um 

and suspi ci on whi ch sur passed t hat  of  any ot her  or gani zat i on i n 

t he hi st or y of  Tul e Lake. For  a t i me, i t  appear ed t hat  r esi gna-

t i ons woul d spr ead whol esal e t hr oughout  al l  t he posi t i ons i n t he 

or gani zat i on. However , t he appeal  of  a cour ageous gr oup of  J apa-

nese, who t empor ar i l y st epped i nt o t he vacancy l ef t  by t he r esi gn-

ed Boar d, and pr obabl y t he f act  t hat  a j ob was a j ob and Wfe 

t ensi on wi  as i ng, kept  most  of  t he empl oyees at  t hei r  post s . 

The at t i t ude and past  hi st or y of  t he men on t he new Boar d was 

i n shar p cont r ast  t o t he o l d. I nst ead of  bei ng ul t r a- conser vat i ve 

r epr esent at i ves of  t he "vest ed i nt er est s" of  Tul e Lake, some of  

t hese new men had been conf i ned i n t he st ockade dur i ng t he 

November  di f f i c u l t i es , and wer e cl assed as "agi t at or s " by t he 

admi ni st r at i on. I n i t s hel pl essness , however , t he admi ni st r at i on 

coul d not  be t oo par t i cul ar  about  t he past  hi st or y of  i ndi vi dual s 

wi l l i ng t o st ep i nt o a posi t i on whi ch mi ght  cost  them t hei r  l i ves . 

Some at t empt s wer e made t o get  some "l evel - headed" J apanese on 

t he Boar d, by whi ch t he admi ni st r at i on meant  per sbns of  an ant i -

st at us quo convi c t i on. However , f or  t he most  par t  t he pol i c i es 

1. I b i d . , J ul y 20, 1944, p. 3. 
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f ol l owed I n t he mont h whi ch f ol l owed Mr . Hi t omi !s deat h wer e l ef t  

al most  ent i r el y up t o t he newcomer s. Runcor n, t he Super vi sor  of  

t he Co- op, whol e- hear t edl y f avor ed l et t i ng t he J apanese t ake a 

maj or  par t  of  t he cont r ol  and ant i c i pat ed, cor r ect l y , t hat  t he 

New Boar d woul d be much more aggr essi ve t han t he ol d and t hat  I t  

woul d be î nt ol l l geaf e f or  t he admi ni st r at i on t o make them some con-

cessi ons . 

The new boar d di d f ol l ow a more "demandi ng" pol i cy whi ch, i n 

t he f ol l owi ng mont hs, was f r equent l y r egar ded as "pr essur i ng" by 

t he admi ni st r at i on. One of  t he f i r s t  act i ons of  t he new boar d was 

t o make i nqui r i es at  ot her  cent er s t o det er mi ne how much t he 

domest i c wor ker s t her e were pai d. They f ound t hat  t he wages r an 

f r om 38 t o 40 dol l ar s a mont h. At  t hi s t i me, Mr . Best  and Mr . 
Oct  X J U M k -

Bl ack hel d that/\ a wage of  30 dol l ar s a mont h was enough. The boar d 

det er mi ned t o ask f or  35 dol l ar s or  not hi ng. 

The admi ni st r at i on di d not  gi ve way, and t hi s par t i cul ar  i ssue 

was not  set t l ed unt i l  August , when Messr s. Cur r i e, McNei l  and 

Rossman ar r i ved f r om Washi ngt on and managed t o pl ease bot h si des 

by r emovi ng t he domest i c wor k f r om Co- op super vi si on and pl aci ng 

i t  di r ect l y under  t he WRA pl acement  or gani zat i on. 

The wr i t er  cont act ed one of  t he supposedl y "r adi c al " new boar d 

members at  t hi s t i me,a and was gi ven t he f ol l owi ng br i ef  but  cl ear  
st at ement  of  pol i cy: . , * 

Hf vCi *, JL Qt yi j LA ŝ C&a f an T̂i t r s/]  
"/{Nat ur al l y I  r ef used t ne f i r s t  t i me, ût  t hr ee r epr es-

ent at i ves of  t he Boar d of  Di r ect or s came and gave me a f ul l  
vi ew of  t he pol i cy t o be f ol l owed. The pr esent  boar d def i n-
i t el y st at es t hat  t hey wi l l  never  t ouch any po l i t i cal  pr obl ems. 
They wi l l  keep t o t hei r  bus i ness . The pr esent  camp f eel i ng i s 
j ust  wai t i ng to see how t he Co- op Boar d ac t s . "1 

1. I b i d . , J ul y 30, 1944, p. 6. 



Lat er , ser i ous f act i onal i sm ar ose i n t he Boar d because of  t he 

mar kedl y di f f er ent  vi ews of  some of  i t s member s. Never t hel ess, 

t he per sonnel  of  t he Boar d was abl e t o wor k out  a pol i cy whi ch, i n 

l ess t han t wo mont hs, caused an al most  mi r acul ous change i n t he 

publ i c at t i t ude t owar d t he Co- op, 

The Boar d r el eased a gr eat  deal  of  si mpl y wor ded i nf or mat i on 

i n t he Tul e Lake Cooper at or , but  t hi s was pr obabl y onl y a mi nor  

f act or  i n t he publ i c conf i dence whi ch t he Boar d r api dl y acqui r ed. 

The t r ul y s i gni f i cant  f act or  was t hat  t he Boar d di d i t s best  t o 

l i ve up t o t he st at ement s and pr omi ses i t  made and, l i t t l e by 

l i t t l e, as t he peopl e became consci ous of  t hi s change i n pol i cy 

t hr ough t he t angi bl e changes I n t he Co- op pol i cy whi ch af f ec t ed 

t hei r  dai l y l i ves , t hey began t o pay aei i uus ât t ent i on t o t he 

ivax U IUCC 1» Ul  1/ii.c wu- wp mcijiuoi  o hox o ulc jl  ax «.juva t empor ar y boar d 

members el ect ed i n some of  t he war ds. Some war ds put  up no 

r epr esent at i ves , because no one coul d be f ound t o t ake t he posi -

C.Mr . Runcor n commented upon t he dubi ous char act er  of  t hese 

el ec t i ons . Under  t he ci r cumst ances, however , he made no compl ai nt , 

bel i ev i ng t hat  any boar d member s, no mat t er  how sel ect ed, wer e 

bet t er  t han none. 

! I I  don't  know what 's goi ng on i n t he bl ock el ect i ons 
or  how di f f i c ul t  i t  i s t o get  t he peopl e out . Ther e i s no 
quorum r equi r ed i n our  r ul es . Pr obabl y ver y f ew t ur ned out . 

Wt ement  t he 

. St ar /Though i t  I s 

t t f zhe st at ement . 

t i ons 
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We were car ef ul  t o make t he Boar d members r epr esent at i ve but  
at  t he bl ock l evel  t he el ect i ons ar e j ust  a bl ack spot .r t * 

Mr . Runcor n meant  t hat  he was qui t e i n t he dar k as t o pr oced-

ur e and at t endance at  t hese el ec t i ons , not  t hat  t hey wer e a di s-

gr ace . 

On J ul y 9,1 t he newl y- el eat ed di r ect or s a d̂ t he ol d Bfeard met  

i n j oi nt  meet J mg at  whi ch t he per sonnel  of  ¿ne new Boand was 

sel ect ed, subj ect  t o appr oval  of  some of  t he i ncumber s at  an 

addi t i onal /war d meet i ng l ie I d i n t hose wafrds wher e j (he Boar d members 

I f f  

had been sel ect ed by a /group t oo smal y t o be consi der ed a quor um.  ̂

Af t er  t aki ng o f f i c e, t he new Boar d r el eased st at ement s r equest -

i ng t he suppor t  of  t he peopl e and ur gi ng t he peopl e t o assi st  i n 

t he sel ect i on of  capabl e key wor ker s, t he Gener al  Manager , t he 

Tr easur er  and t he Execut i ve Secr et ar y. 
MYour  f i ne j udgment  and gener ous cooper at i on i s needed 

t o car r y on t hi s pr ogr am. We say t her e i s a s l i ght  t endency of  
an at mospher e of  !none of  my busi ness i sm1 can be f ound among 
us member s. Doesn !t  i t ? 

"We must  el i mi nat e t ot al l y such unf avor abl e f eel i ng 
because i t  mi ght  happen t o be a cause of  unwel comed i nc i dent . 
We espec i al l y t ake t hi s oppor t uni t y t o appeal  t o you f or  your  
hear t y assi st ance and cooper at i on whi ch i s essent i al l y needed 
t o adopt  a successf ul  pl an f or  mut ual  benef i t  of  al l  pat r ons.11 

Pat r onage di v i dends , t he scr i pt  i ssued t o al l  Co- op members 

at  i nt er val s , wer e i ssued i n J ul y , whi ch al so i ncr eased publ i c 

r apt or  t . A - * 

Wi t h t he/ar r i val  of  Messr s . j Cur r i e, McNei l  ând Rossman f r om 

Washi ngt on Y ear l y i n August , t hé compl exi on of /t he s i t uat i on changed 

somewhat ./ Wi t h r emar kabl e i n/ i ght , t hese men qui ckl y t ook i n t he 

camp s i yuat i on and t he posi t i on of  t he Boar n, and adopt ed a pol i cy 

1. I b i d . , J ul y 12, 1944, p. 3. 
2. Tul e Lake Cooper at or . J ul y 11, 1944. 
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of  champi oni ng the Ĵ BÍ >ard's r easonabl e /̂r equest s agai ndx t he 

r el uct ant  admi ni st r at i on� As has /̂kfeen ment i oned/pr evi ousl y, t hey 

set t l ed t l pf  per pl exi ng domest 6̂ ser vi ce l s s ue ŷ obt ai ni ng Washi ng-

t on's per mi ssi on t o t r ansf er  t he management  of  t he domest i c work-

er s /6o t he WRA pl acemajar  bur eau. 

The Boar d of  Di r ect or s t ook anot her  i mpor t ant  act i on whi ch was 

not  known ei t her  t o t he r esi dent s or  t o t he admi ni st r at i on. Thi s 

was t he acqui s i t i on of  a spec i al  account ant , a J apanese of  r ecog-  , 

ni zed i nt egr i t y and pr est i ge, who consent ed t o under t ake t he 

per i odi c checki ng of  t he Co- op's books, p̂r ovi di ng he r ecei ved no 

sal ar y f or  t hi s  ̂ The Boar d now f el t  i t sel f  backed by t he cer t ai n 

knowl edge t hat  t hei r  account s wer e under  per i odi c scr ut i ny by a 

man i n whom t hey coul d pl ace compl et e t r us t , and, consequent l y, 

t hey coul d di smi ss t he naggi ng f ear  of  gr af t i ng whi ch mi ght  t ake 

pl ace wi t hout  t hei r  knowl edge. 

Changi ng at t i t ude of  t he Peopl e Towar d t he Co- op Boar d 

I t  i s di f f i c ul t  t o pi ct ur e t he gr eat  change i n t he publ i c 

at t i t ude t owar d t he Co- op Boar d because, as t he conf i dence i n t he 

new Boar d i ncr eased, t he peopl e t al ked about  i t  l ess and l es s . 

At  t he ver y f i r s t , some per sons were cyni cal  and expr essed at t i -

t udes l i ke t hose of  Mr . Yamaguchi  when he hear d t hat  a new Boar d 

had been el ec t ed: 

M I  was shocked. I  was compl et l y dumb. They t ol d me t o 
come (t o t he Co- op meet i ng) but  I  di dn't  go. Those peopl e 
who t ook t he j ob bel ong t o t he unwi se gr oup. Maybe t hey do 
i t  j ust  t o get  a name. Per haps i t  was somebody who used t o 
be a f ar mer . He has no name and he's goi ng t o do somet hi ng 
about  i t  ( i . e . , get  a name f or  hi ms el f ) .  ̂

1. R. Hankey, Not es, J ul y 19, 1944, p. 1. 
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The changi ng at t i t ude I s shown I n a st at ement  made by t hi s 

same I nf or mant 's wi f e, t hr ee weeks l at er , when asked how peopl e 

wer e f eel i ng t owar d t he new Boar d, she sai d: 

"Peopl e I  know ar e ver y gl ad about  I t . I t  seems ever y-
t hi ng i s i n or der  now.n l  

That  publ i c sent i ment  was al r eady changi ng as ear l y as t hr ee 

weeks af t er  t he mur der  I s shown by t he f ol l owi ng st at ement  f r om a 

ni sei  gi r l ; 

"Wel l , as f ar  as our  bl ock i s concer ned, t hey (t he 
peopl e) wer e ver y sat i s f i ed wi t h t he new Boar d r epr esent at i ve 
The peopl e expect  some i mprovement  now, al t hough some peopl e 
t hi nk maybe i t  1̂11 not  go on as smoot hl y as I  hope i t  wi l l . " 

Q L/i Xk 
On J ul y 20, Wp who had excel l ent  cont act s on t he new Boar d, 

sai d: 

"I don't thi nk the admi ni strati on can run thi s new 
Co- op Board so easi l y."  ̂
.� Q̂ J j -̂ vk 

On J ul y 31, he nfrnin 3mp'P<aqq<a^ BT ,^f l T > r n n \  t hat  

t he ol d "l uxur y i ssue" must  be set t l ed. Thi s at t i t ude was wi de-
I  

spr ead at  t hi s t i me: 

"The qui ckest  way t o st r ai ght en out  t he Co- op f r om my 
poi nt  of  vi ew i s t hey must  cut  out  l uxur i es . I f  t hey cut  out  
al l  t he l uxur i es , t hen t hey wi l l  be r espect ed. 

"Al l  t he J apanese i n t hi s camp ar e not  r i c h. Some ar e 
ver y poor . The si xt een dol l ar s t hey get  bar el y buys t hei r  
t obacco. But  i f  my nei ghbor  buys wat er mel on f or  hi s chi l dr en 
at  20? a pound, I  can !t  af f or d t o buy i t  f or  my chi l dr en. As 
a par ent , I  wi l l  f eel  hur t . Those t hi ngs hur t . I  t hi nk t he 
maj or i t y of  t he peopl e agr ee; t hey don't  want  l uxur i es . "4 

On J ul y 24, Mr . Abe sai d of  t he new Boar d: 

"The peopl e f eel  i t ' s bet t er  t han i t  used t o be. They 
wi l l  have a har d t i me t hough t r yi ng t o make t he whol e camp 
under st and. The Co- op i s t he bi ggest  sour ce of  t r oubl e.t !i > 

1. I b i d . . August  7, 1944, p. 5; 2. I b i d . , J ul y 18, 1944, p. 2. 
3. TbTd., J ul y 20, 1944, p. 2; 4. I F T d. . J ul y 51, 1944, p. 3. 
5. THTci ., J ul y 24, 1944, p. 2. 
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On August  8, t he conser vat i ve Mr . Okamoto sai d: 

"The peopl e don !t  say anyt hi ng. I t  used t o be t he 
peopl e compl ai ned so much.1,1 

Thi s i mpr oved r appor t  bet ween t he r es i dent s and t he Co- op 

cont i nued f or  t he r emai nder  of  t he camp!s exi s t ence. A f ew 

agi t at or s made uncompl i ment ar y r emar ks on occasi on, but  f or  t he 

gr eat  maj or i t y of  t he peopl e t he Co- op assumed t he st at us of  a 

decent  and cor r ect l y r un or gani zat i on wor ki ng f or  "t he good of  

t he peopl e." 

Resul t s of  t he Okamoto Ver di ct  -  // 

The r el ease of  t he Cour t  Mar t i al  ver di ct  i n t he case of  t he 

sol di er  who shot  Soi chi  Okamoto on May 24 f ol l owed cl osel y on t he 
/ / / 

Hi t omi  mur der . The sol di er  was acqui t t ed. 

Unf or t unat el y, ver y f ew at t i t udes wer e obt ai ned because t he 

st at e of  t ensi on i n t he camp, br ought  about  by t W mur der , made 

v i s i t i ng al most  i mpossi bl e. On i ncompl et e evi dfcr i ce, i t  appear s as 

i f  t he acqui t t al  of  t he sol di er  caused ext r eme r esent ment  i n some 

i ndi v i dual s . Wi t h ot her s i t  was r ecei ved cyni cal l y , as al l  t hat  

mi ght  be expect ed of  t he Amer i can gover nment . No act i on was t aken 

by t he r es i dent s , al t hough some t hr eat s agai nst  Caucasi ans ar e 

r umor ed t o have been made by hot - headed i ndi v i dual s . K . , a ver y 

I deal i s t i c i ndi v i dual , sai d: 

"The unf avor abl e ver di ct  on Okamot o!s case wi l l  be a 
gr ound f or  f ur t her  k i l l i ng. The r esent ment  wi l l  be gr eat . 
I t  wi l l  know no bounds, t her ef or e i t  (»i l l  be my advi ce t hat  
al l  shoul d be car ef ul . Sl i ght est  suspi ci on wi l l  be magni f i ed 
mani f ol d and t he poor  suspect  wi l l  in' cour se of  t i me be beat en 
or  k i l l ed. (K. r ef er r ed her e t o suspi ci on agai nst  t he l nu. ; 

1. I b i d . , August  8, 1944, p. 5. 
V 
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Ther ef or e, t oo i nt i mat e a f r i endshi p wi t h any Caucasi an wi l l  
be danger ous. Expl anat i on wi l l  not  hel p. I t  wi l l  onl y t end >' 
t o add gr eat er  resentment - . . . / . . / J  v 

"The Amer i can l aws ar e bor n out  of  Congr essi onal  i ncubat or  
t ur ned out  by t he t housands t o sui t  t he occasi on whi ch benef i t  
t hemsel ves. I  woul d r at her  l i ve among t he bar bar i ans t han 
among t he hypocr i t i cal , s el f i s h, ever yt hi ng- f or - mysel f  Amer i -
cans. Thei r  l aws ar e mocker y t o c i v i l i zat i on. They can shoot  
and k i l l  an i nnocent  man f or  no r eason what ever  and be ac-
qui t t ed, as pr onounced by t he Cour t  mar t i al  f r eei ng Pvt . 
Ber nar d Goe who shot  Shoi chl  Okamoto on May 24 

"The r esent ment  over  t hi s ver y /Unf avor abl e ver di ct  i s 
\  , gr eat . Why shoul dn!t  i t  be? To k i l l  a man j ust  because he 

was af r ai d of  hi m i s no excuse, yet  t he of f i cer s have acqui t t ed 
t he sent r y. A cowar dl y shoot i ng and a shamel ess ver di c t . 

v That  i s Amer i can, a hypocr i t i cal  Amer i ca."1 

Undoubt edl y, many i ndi v i dual s / f el t  as bi t t er l y as t hi s , 

al t hough t hey woul d not  expr ess t hemsel ves so f r ank l y . A ni sei  

gi r l  sai d: 

"Ther e wer e ver y har sh r eact i ons (t o t he acqui t t al ) . I t  
was ver y shocki ng and di sappoi nt i ng news. I t  seemed so unf ai r  
and unj us t .n2 

Anot her  ni sei  gi r l  of  ver y conser vat i ve poi nt  of  vi ew sai d: 

"The ver di ct  was ki nd of  expect ed. They knew t he r esul t  
bef or e t hey even s t ar t ed. Al l  t hose t hi ngs ar e whi t ewashed." 

t  

Resi gnat i on of  I nt er nal  Secur i t y 

The r esi gnat i on of  t he J apanese I nt er nal  Secur i t y on J ul y 19 

was one of  t he most  ser i ous r eper cussi ons of  t he Hi t omi  mur der . 

The admi ni st r at i on exper i enced ext r eme di f f i c ul t y i n r ecr ui t i ng 

anot her  f or ce and t he change br ought  about  i n t he at t i t ude of  

t hose J apanese who f i nal l y consent ed t o ser ve al t er ed t he char act er  

of  t he body a gr eat  deal . Bef or e t hei r  r es i gnat i on, t he J apanese 

pol i ce had been cal l ed dogs; af t er  t he r es i gnat i on, t he succeedi ng 

body was cal l ed t i mi d, spi nel ess , and cowar dl y and t he men wer e 

1. Ms . , J ul y 20, 1944, pp. 4, 5. 
2. R. Hankey, Not es, J ul y 18, 1944, p. 2. 
3. I b i d . , J ul y 19, 1944, p. 4. 
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consi der ed as al l  but  usel ess by t he r es i dent s . The ment i on of  

t hei r  names woul d usual l y evoke a scor nf ul , al bei t  somewhat  t ol er -

ant  smi l e. 

The r easons f or  t hi s mass r es i gnat i on wer e wel l  under st ood by 

t he r es i dent s . The J apanese pol i ce had been unpopul ar  si nce segr e-

gat i on. Some of  t he members had been ar r ogant  and had used t hei r  

posi t i ons t o t hr eat en f el l ow r es i dent s wi t h t hei r  power . They wer e 

al so wi del y bel i eved t o be t aki ng br i bes f r om t he gambl i ng gr oups. 

I t  i s ver y possi bl e t hat  t hey wer e. The mur der  of  Hi t omi , t he 

t hr eat  agai nst  Mr . Shi mokon and, poss i bl y , t he f ear  t hat  t hey woul d 

be f or ced t o co- oper at e i n t he appr ehensi on of  t he mur der er  and 

t her eby i ncur  t he wr at h of  t he gr eat l y f ear ed under gr ound gr oup vr-

gamps was t oo much f or  t hem. Mor eover , publ i c pr essur e agai nst  

t hem was t r emendous. Mr . Abe expl ai ned t hei r  unpopul ar i t y as 

f ol l ows: 

"The f i r s t  t r oubl e was t hat  t he camp r esi dent s suspect ed 
t hem, t hat  t hey wer e spi es of  t he admi ni st r at i on. That  was 
t he mai n r eason t he pol i ce coul dn*t  get  t he co- oper at i on of  
t he r es i dent s . And al so t her e wer e t he gambl i ng gr oups who 
wer e pr ot ect ed by t he po l i c e . "! 

The r es i gnat i on was announced t o t he peopl e i n an ext r a i ssue 

of  t he Newel l  St ar  on J ul y 20, whi ch st at ed t hat  on J ul y 19 t he 

ent i r e Col oni al  Pol i ce had r esi gned i n a body, gi v i ng as r eason 

l ack of  cooper at i on f r om t he r es i dent s . I n t hi s st at ement , Mr . 

Best  asked t he r es i dent s i n each bl ock t o sel ect  t wo men t o ser ve 

as pol i cemen i n t hei r  

own bl ocks . "These per sons sel ect ed by t he 

bl ocks wi l l  be accept ed by t he admi ni st r at i on wi t hout  quest i on and 

wi l l  be assi gned t o t he col ony pol i ce f o r c e." 
1. I b i d . , J ul y 24, 1944, p. 2. 
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The mass r es i gnat i on l ef t  t he admi ni st r at i on i n an unt enabl e 

pos i t i on, s i nce t he pol i c i ng of  t he col ony was qui t e i mpossi bl e 

wi t hout  evacuee hel p. I t  was i mper at i ve t hat  a new f or ce be 

r ecr ui t ed i mmedi at el y. Accor di ngl y, Mr . Schmi dt  and Mr . Hol di ng, 

addr essed t he bl ock manager s and at t empt ed t o poi nt  out  t hat  t he 

r ecr ui t i ng of  t hi s f or ce was a r espons i bi l i t y of  t he bl ock manager s. 

Thi s at t i t ude was gr eat l y r esent ed by t he bl ock manager s, espec i al l y 

Mr . Hol di ng's st at ement : 

"I f  t her e's a f ai l ur e i t ' s goi ng t o be your  r espons i bi l i t y 
You've got  t o see t hat  peopl e i n t he bl ock co- oper at e wi t h t he 
pol i cement . For  t hose bl ocks whi ch suppl y no pol i cemen, no 
pr ot ect i on wi l l  be gi v en." 

Chi ef  of  Pol i ce Schmi dt  t o l d t he bl ock manager s t hat  t hose 

bl ocks whi ch di d not  el ect  r epr esent at i ves woul d have no ser vi ce 

f or  t he i ssuance of  passes or  sendi ng of  t el egr ams. (These dut i es 

wer e or di nar i l y under t aken by t he Col oni al  Po l i c e) . Two of  t he 

bl ock manager s t her eupon cont ended t hat  t he bl ock manager s "wer e 

mer el y an i nst r ument  f or  channel i ng i nf or mat i on and announcement s 

and emphat i cal l y shoul d not  be r esponsi bl e f or  t he f ai l ur e of  t he 

Pol i ce F or c e." 

The r esent ment  whi ch t hese st at ement s by Schmi dt  and Hol di ng 

ar oused was shown by t he f act  t hat  Mr . Okamot o, a conser vat i ve 

bl ock manager  of  t he mi l dest  char act er , denounced i t b e c a m e 

ver y angr y over  t he mat t er . Okamoto bel i eved i n co- oper at i ng wi t h 

t he admi ni st r at i on as much as poss i bl e, but  on t hi s occasi on he 

l ost  hi s t emper , sayi ng wi t h i ndi gnat i on: 

"When M r . Hol di ng of  I nt er nal  Secur i t y sai d t hat  t hose 
bl ocks who di dn't  el ect  pol i cemen woul d not  get  any t el egr ams 
del i ver ed or  no Sunday passes to t he hospi t al , ever ybody got  
mad. That 's why some peopl e t r i ed t o get  hi m of f  t he f or ce. 

� j  
.4 
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We f eel  t hey ar e usi ng t he bl ock manager s as a weapon. I f  
t hat 's WRA!s pol i cy , t hat 's pr et t y ser i ous . 

"The r eason we can get  no or gani zat i on i s anyone t aki ng 
such a j ob i s af r ai d of  bei ng cal l ed an l nu. That 's why most  
per sons don't  want  any j obs wher e t hey have t o cont act  
Caucasi ans. 

"I n cer t ai n of  t he meet i ngs, l i ke t he Pol i ce, t he Co- op 
Boar d el ect i ons and t he Spani sh Consul , we coul d get  onl y 
about  5 or  6 peopl e t o come out . That  was not  onl y i n my 
bl ock her e ei t her . The bl ock manager s have a ver y har d t i me. 
That 's why so many bl ock manager s ar e qui t t i ng. They'r e 
havi ng t o t ake t oo many or der s f r om WRA."  ̂

The bl ock el ect i ons wer e hel d and about  two t hi r ds of  t he 

bl ocks el ect ed war dens. The success of  t he el ect i on of  t he 

pol i ce of f i cer s var i ed t hr ough t he camp. The Manzanar  sect i on 

f i l l ed ever y pos i t i on. War d VI  and war d V I I  f i l l ed l eas t . I n 

spi t e of  t he t hr eat ened penal t i es , some bl ocks r ef used t o el ect  

war dens and r emai ned unpol i ced f or  s i x mont hs or  mor e. Some of  

t he r easons f or  r ef us i ng t o ser ve i n t hi s capacl t y ŵao ful l y-  ex-

pl ai ned by 

" I  don't  t hi nk t he J apanese want  t he name 'pol i ceman.' 
The J apanese don't  want  J apanese to r ul e over  t hem. They say, 
'We ar e al l  behi nd t he f ence, behi nd bar bed wi r e, and we don't  
want  anybody t o pi ck us up.2 . 

"Whajtf  I  hear d i s t h/ t  s,6me bl qp4:s t f r e goi ng t o have 
wat chmenf and t h/t / ot her / ar e not  aoi ngyt o haye anyone ser ve 
as pol i ce i n t ftei 'r  b l o / k . y < A 

"The r umor  t hat  whoever  ser ves as pol i ce i n t he cent er s 
and wor ks as st ooges -  t hei r  r ecor ds wi l l  be sent  t o J apan -
t hat  has a gr eat  bear i ng wi t h many/i  a 

"Ther e i s al so a m̂ jbter  t hat  ms been conf i r med by one 
of  t he boys r̂ om t he st ockade. Whern he was r el eased he asked 
why he had i j ieen i mpounded. The pol i ceman (Caucasi an) t ol d 
hi m t hat  ŝ nrnan i n t he p̂l ock had wr i t t en a l et t er  sayi ng t hat  
he was danger ous. Th» boy asked f̂co see t he l et t er . The 
Caucasi ans/sai d he can/t  have i t  Because t he l et t er  i s goi ng 
t o be sei i  to J apan/ f i t h t he ma J  who wr ot e i t / Al l  t he r ecor ds 
concer ni ng hi m wi l y<r>e sent  to J uapan. I f  thira i s t r ue, t hat  
i s t he i pst  wonder f ul  t hi ng t hat  coul d happen."  ̂

The f ol l owi ng descr i pt i ons of  bl ock meet i ngs wer e gi ven: 

1. I b i d . , August  8, 1944, p. 5. 
2. Tbi cT., J ul y 30, 1944, p. 10. 
3. I b i d . , August  7, 1944, p. 4. 



-V 
Mr . Okamoto st at ed i n a l et t er : 

"Up t o dat e t he r eput at i on of  pol i ce i s so gr ave t hat  
i t  seems t o me t he col oni st s have no i nt er est  i n t he col oni al  
pol i ce af f ai r s . I t  t el l s ver y c l ear l y by past  exper i ences 
and ever y meet i ng whi ch we hel d has f a i l ed. None of  t hem 
succeed. The col oni st s hel d meet i ngs r egar di ng t he el ect i on 
of  t he pol i ce commi ssi oner s but  unf or t unat el y f ai l ed except  
f or  two or  t hr ee bl ocks . I t  appear s t o me t hat  t he col oni al  
pol i ce depar t ment  f eel s t hey have no suppor t  by t he co l onl s t |  

Mr . Abe, who l i ved i n t he Manzanar  di s t r i c t  wher e t he 

el ect i on was most  success f ul , s t at ed: 

"I  t hi nk t hey ' l l  get  an I nt er nal  Secur i t y but  i t  wi l l  
t ake t i me. So f ar , t he pol i ce depar t ment  has been l ooked 
upon as admi ni st r at i ve agent s ." 

Abe went  on t o t el l  how he had at t ended t he I nt er nal  Secur i t y 

meet i ng i n hi s bl ock . He had been of f er ed t he posi t i on of  Pol i ce 

Chi ef  f or  t he Manzanar  sect i on but  had r ef used. I n hi s opi ni on 

t he men who at t ended t he meet i ng "wer e a bunch of  r abbi t s . . . . 

and di dn't  even know how t o handl e t he meet i ng. But  most  of  t he 

peopl e t her e wer e wel l  meani ng and wi shed t o or gani ze a camp 

pol i ce f o r c e." He al so st at ed t hat  t he men appoi nt ed t o a com-

mi t t ee t o di scuss cer t ai n mat t er s r el at i ng t o t he pol i ce f or ce 

wi t h t he admi ni st r at i on had been af r ai d t o t ake t he pos i t i ons . 

He concl uded wi t h an expr essi on ver y ofommon among yhe more 

r ecent l y ar r i ved Manzanar  t r ans f er ee ,̂ s t at i ng thj i t  t he new gr oup 

wi shed t o keep t o i t s el f , t hat  i t  Yfcd. not hi ng t o/do wi t h t he 

November , 1943, i nc i dent  and t hat  /t he newcomer sj coul dn't  get  

¿l ong wi t h t he o l d'po l i ce f o r c e. 2/ 

I t  shoul d be st r essed her e, t hat  t he under gr ound pr essur e 

gr oup di d al l  i n i t s power  to spr ead pr opaganda t o I nhi bi t  t he 

1. I b i d . . J ul y 24, 1944, p. 5. 
2. I b i d . , J ul y 24, 1944, p . 3; August  8, 1944, p . 2. 



el ect i on of  t he po l i c e. 1 Sew ever , -  ge nor  a3r - pres- yore-  wa- s so 

f l t r pnng f r f r at  t hai r �af f  oi it  . Consi der i ng t he 

amount  of  pr essur e i t  i s r emar kabl e t hat  t he pol i ce f or ce was r e 

s t af f ed at  a l l . Thi s pr essur e cont i nued t o i nhi bi t  t he pol i ce 

f or ce a year  (and wi l l  pr obabl y cont i nue f or  much l onger ). The 

"war dens" as t hey wer e hencef or t h cal l ed, came t o be l ooked upon 

as meek, i nef f ec t ual  i ndi v i dual s . Whenever  any i nf r i ngement  of  

l aw ±ia occur r ed whi ch mi ght  r emot el y be connect ed wi t h "po l i t i es 

or  mi ght  concei vabl y of f end t he r esi dent s i f  act i on were t aken, 

t he war dens r ef used t o ac t . They'woul d cal l  up t he Caucasi an 

pol i ce and say , "You bet t er  t ake t h i s . I t ' s t oo hot 'f or  us.11 

On August  8, when war dens had been obt ai ned f or  most  of  t he 

bl ocks , Mr . Okamoto sai d: 

"F i nal l y t hey changed t he name of  t he pol i ce t o 
war dens. I  bel i eve t hat  t he mai n cause of  t he r es i gnat i on 
was t hat  t he pol i ce say, 'The col oni st s don't  suppor t  t he 
col ony po l i c e. ' Thei r  bad r eput at i on, I  t hi n£, was due 
t o t hei r  l acki ng capabl e per sonnel . Some r epor t ed ver y 
l i t t l e det ai l  of  anyt hi ng t hat  happened i n t he bl ocks . 
I t  used t o be t hat  t he J apanese pol i ce di dn't  r epor t  ever y 
l i t t l e t hi ng t o t he Caucasi ans and t hen t hi ngs woul d set t l e 
down." 

Okamoto means her e t hat  i t  i s f ar  bet t er  to al l ow mi nor  

mat t er s t o set t l e t hemsel ves and not  dr ag t he Caucasi ans i n on 

ever y occas i on. 

"They sai d t he name of  'po l i c e' was t oo o f f i c i a l . 
"Our  bl ock f ai l ed t he f i r s t  t i me. Par t i cul ar l y t he i ssei  
were agai nst  i t  because t hey hear d t he rumor  of  sendi ng 
r ecor ds t o J apan. Al so t he I nt er nal  Secur i t y used t o 
wear  a badge of  t he r egul ar  Uni t ed St at es pol i ce. I t  
sai d Uni t ed St at es pol i ce on t he badge. Most  of  t he 
peopl e wer e af r ai d (t o connect  t hemsel ves so obvi ousl y 
wi t h t he U.S. gover nment ). 

I b i d . , J ul y 31, 1944, p. 2. 
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A . 

"The ol d pol i ce wer e al ways l ooki ng f or  somet hi ng t o 
r epor t . They got  a ver y bad r eput at i on. That  i s not  
pol i ce o f f i c er s ! That  j ust  di st ur bs t he publ i c or der l "* 

On behal f  of  t he new f or ce, a st at ement  was pr i nt ed i n t he 

Newel l  St ar  on August  10. I t  was announced t hat  t he new f or ce 

had asked t he Pr oj ect  Di r ect or  hencef or t h t o i nst r uct  t he I nt er nal  

Secur i t y or  t he FBI  t o i nf or m the Col oni al  Pol i ce of  t he r easons 
p 

f or  t he ar r est  of  any r es i dent , and t hat  i t  had emphasi zed t o 

t he di r ect or  t hat  "pr obl ems ar i s i ng bet ween t he admi ni st r at i on 

and t he r es i dent s di d not  come wi t hi n t he j ur i sdi c t i on of  t he 

pol i ce f o r c e." 

The Rape Rumors 

Coi nci dent  wi t h t he r es i gnat i on of  t he Col oni al  Po l i ce, t he 

camp f el l  vi ct i m t o an ext r emel y bi zar r e r umor . For  t en days 

st or y af t er  st or y of  r ape, per pet r at ed by one i ndi v i dual  or  a 

gang of  boys , swept  t hr ough t he camp. The rumors wer e t aken ver y 

ser i ousl y by many of  t he peopl e i n camp. For  about  a week t he 

gi r l s and young women i mposed a cur f ew on t hemsel ves and a woman 

was sel dom seen out si de of  a bar r ack af t er  dar k . Gi r l s who 

at t ended the J apanese ni ght  school  wer e escor t ed home by a gr oup 

of  t he young men s t udent s . A t ypi cal  var i ant  of  t he rumor  

f ol l ows: 

From Mr . Yamaguchi : 

"They say a gi r l  was at t acked i n bl ock 69. She r an 
away scr eami ng. The gi r l s can't  go t o school  (J apanese 
ni ght  school ) . Now t he boys ar e get t i ng t oget her  and t hey 
al l  l eave school  t oget her . 

"Some peopl e say t hat  t he admi ni st r at i on i s spr eadi ng 

1. I b i d . . August  8, 1944, p. 4. 
2. Thi s r equest  was compl i ed wi t h. Ki r a r ai sed a f uss over  i t s 
supposed non- obser vance when t hr eat ened wi t h compl i ci t y i n t he 
Hi t omi  mur der . 



t he rumors t o f r i ght en t he peopl e so t hey wi l l  qui ck make 
anot her  I nt er nal  Secur i t y . Ot her  peopl e ar e f i ght i ng f or  
I t  (f or  I nt er nal  Secur i t y ). So t her e ar e t wo gr oups f i ght -
i ng; one want s an I nt er nal  Secur i t y and t he ot her s say we 
can t ake car e of  I t  our sel ves . 

" I t ' s a f act  t hat  some peopl e ar e scar ed. Espec i al l y 
al l  t he gi r l s . War d I I I  qui t  ni ght  school . Even t he 
movi es have qui t . 

"Peopl e woul d l i ke an I nt er nal  Secur i t y , but  nobody 
want s t o r un. They don !t  want  t o be l nu. I  t hi nk t he 
t r yi ng t o get  a new I nt er nal  Secur i t y wi l l  f al l  t o t he 
gr ound."I  

Af t er  a shor t  per i od of  ext r eme concer n, t he r ape rumors 

di ed down ver y r api dl y . Long bef or e t he I nt er nal  Secur i t y was 

secur el y est abl i shed t hey were hear d no mor e. 

1. I b i d . , J ul y 24, 1944, p. 1. 



I t  I s pr obabl e t hat  much of  t he appr ehensi on of  t hi s 

t i me was due t o t he i ncaut i ous t hr eat s of  vi ol ence whi ch 

cer t ai n members of  t he under cover  pr essur e gr oup had mad® 

pr i or  t o t he mur der . Whet her  t he gr oup was i mpl i cat ed or  

not , many peopl e, i nc l udi ng t he aut hor i t i es , suspect ed t hat  

t hey mi ght  be. Many l at er , a wel l - post ed i nf or mant  st at ed t hat  

Ki r a kad been xjucjusjui  engi neer ed most  of  t he beat i ngs . 

The l eader s of  t he gr oup spar ed no ef f or t  i n poi nt i ng out  

t hat  t he mur der  was a gl ar i ng exampl e of  admi ni st r at i ve 

i nept  11 udexxnMngnyni a f t *h fct enamgnanaf t d nt  h&nximnvxfefrfifc nf auE* 

"j tio ŝdkteoàuBmjriain  ̂ and âi  oul d jsmimtasiairntmxfchflE 

make i t  c l ear  t o t he Amer i can publ i c t hat  somet hi ng was 

J OiBngn±nxï bai»Lx ser i ousl y wr ong i n Tul e Lake. Nat ur al l y , t hey 

hoped t hat  t hi s wDul dr es ul t  i n Mr . Bes t 's di smi ssal . Mr ._ 
st at ed 

Yama shi t  a/t hat  "t he at t acks whi ch ended wi t h t he murder ibumpt  " 
(her e he caught  hi msel f . and sai ô�teni i asfcy, "t empor ar i l y ended 
miutonjaiBnjap«p3:B n̂pti  i nt  r et  tw> xftawpiMrhurt  ±yx darnasxt  ineaaaflt  ixmnxftkx 
f or  t he t i me bei ng") had made t he peopl e opt i mi s t i c , "espec i al l y 
sxnEM ni i ni n wdcnt hHns dmimAx traftfc fa»nxnxi a xn«t  xftfcLanlxp x£ irad.n2th«:nx 

adcjbjiiatoribtx si nce t he at t ack was successf ul  and t he admi n-

i s t r at i on was not  abl e to f i nd t he at t acker ." Thi s was 

cer t ai nl y not  t r ue, unl ess he was r ef er r i ng onl y t o t he 

members of  t he pr essur e gr oup. He © nt i nued. par t hei «. 

He poi nt ed out  t hat  t he camp condi t i on  ̂ was such t hat  

t he peopl e wer e f or ced i nt o beat i ngs and mur der  because 

no ot her  pat h of  r i ght i ng t hei r  gr i evances was open t o t hem. 
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PROPOSED CHANGE OF EMPHASIS-  END OF CHAPTER VI * 5I T0MI  MURDER ,< �� "" 
% 

Pol i oe commi ssi on el ect i on ( 2/ 3) f i r s t  ovafct  behavi  or i s t i c 
evi dence of  change i n publ i c at t i t ude. 

Ti e i n pnl i l i a accept ance of  Co- op Boar d. 

1. The pol i ce r es i gned af t er  t he Hi t omi  murder  because: 

A. Knewe t hey wer e unpopul ar  had l ong been r egar ded 
as st ooges f or  t he admi ni st r at i on. 

B. Peopoe as a wt ol e wer e expr essi ng opi ni on t hat  
murder  was a good t hi ng. Condoned t he mur der . 

C. Knew t hey woul d be ex peot ed t o ass i s t  Caucasi an 
pol i ce and hel p i nvest i gat e 

D. Gr eat  geaa of  pr essur e gr oup whom many must  have 
suspect ed had somet hi ng t o do wi *th t he murder  -

Shi mokon'e f ear  -  S. f l ees t he camp. 

BUT� 
 ̂ . _ . . , . . + � t hough most  af r ai d 

Res i dent s shocked by t he mur aer i   ̂

t o say s o . 

# Af r ai d to be wi t hout  pol i ce -  t i e i n r ape r umor . 

Though ever ybody af r ai d t o t ake j obs, i£ust  have 
been coaxed t o do i t  wi t h pr omi ses of  suppor t . 

IMPORTANT -  Gener al  popul at i on af r ai d t o t ake act i ve divert  
st ep t o r est or e tanccaai xaa: peace and or der  but  f el t  i t  
necessar y t o have a pol i oe f or ce. 
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