CHAPTER VI

THE HITOMI MURDER AND I1S AFTERMATH

\ : an extreme
N w the end of Juyne the camp had r-ached x/state of

terh.lon}ﬂ:ld nervous anticipation . Every informant expected

tannanxhinznindathynkhak any day to hear that one of the

number one inu hsd finally been caught offguard and had

received his just deserts. X/ However, tiexmerulbenpoinnuie
texnthey xapamogn re WOFSEeX this anticipation was fulfilled

in a mamer which shocked even the most voluble denouncers

of the inu.

1/ Many months later a well-posted informant stated that taa
uring this peikiod men like Yamatanl and Yateishi seldom
slept more than one night in one place. They shifted from
baerrack to barrasck and slept with friends.knxesnapax




: \PART V

THE HITOMI MURDER G, T

v

On the morning of July 4, the camp was electrified by the
news that Yaozo Hitomi, the General Manager of the Cooperative
Enterprises, had been murdered while on his way from a carnival
held the preceding night. A long knife had been driven through
his throat, from the region of the lerynx to the base of the brain.
He had, evlidently, been attacked near his apartment, for he was
found on the doorstep of one of his neighbors. Whether the
assallant or assailants followed him from the carnival or waited
for him near his home is not known. Some investigators were of
the opinion that several men were involved, since the knife was
driven in a manner which would indicate that Hitomi was held by
oné or more men while another stabbed him. Other investigators
stated that a man who knew how to use a knife could have done it
alone. Much later, it was remarked by the Projéct Attorney, xr.
Noyes, that it had been discovered that the murderer had gone into
the latrine and washed himself, at which time he might have been
easlly captured. '

On July 6, the following information was released in the
Newell Star.

COOP MQNAGER SLAIN BY MYSTERIOUS ASSASSIN

Officials Offer Resignations

Victim of an attack by an unidentified assailant, Yaozo
Hitomi, 44-year-old general manager of the Tule Lake Cooperative
Enterprises, was found #ﬁifed to death Sunday night near his resi-
dence at 3514-A.

Hitomi was found by his niece Fumiko Hitoml lying against the




porch of hls neighbor's apartment with a stab wound through the
throat, which apparently was administered with a long-bladed
knife. He was dead when removed to the base hospital.

Prior to evacuation the victim had lived in Sacramento as an
agent for Sunlight Insurance Company.l He is survived by his
wife, Shizuye, and three children, Mamoru, Mitsuru, and Reiko, all
reslding in this center.

MEETING

As a result of his slaying, an emergency Cooperative Board
of Director's meeting was called Monday morning; at which time
all 17 members of the board resolved to tender their resignations
collectively.

Subsequently, the following officials of the Cooperative
tendered their resignations which were approved and accepted by
the Board of Directors: Masao Nishimi, assistant manager;
Masamorl Maruyame, treasurer; Reno Yoshimura, executive secretary;
George Nakamure, business menager; Masao Iwawaki, personnel
director; and Toshio Tomoshige, information director.

Canteens were reopened yesterday as the result of a meeting
between the Board of Directors and canteen and factory managers
on the same day.

itomi was en old Tulean, and hfd assumed the plsition

of Manager/of the Cooperative Enterprises/ at the t}ée of segrega-
tion. Prgvious to that time, he had worked in Mess Operations.

/. " e ———————— ——— — 1
An inswfance man from Satramento, he was popularly accused| of

|

practicing a great dea
He was reputed to gef relatives and friends frfm Sacrameffto good }/

to the adminy¥stration in breaking the Status quo. Though he was

certainly t popular, he did not begome ﬁﬁ,ObjOCt f general public
A

dislike uptil May and June of 1944 / when gﬁwave of /public hostility

1. This 1s a misprint and should be "Sun Life Insurance Company."
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Yaozo Hitoml was an 0l1d Tulean. Before evacuation he
had been in the insurance business in Sacramento. Prior to
segregation he had been employed in Mess Operations and after
segregntion he secured the position of Manager of the

Cooperative Ert erprises., He was popularly accused of

practicing a great deal of graft and neposism in his important
severely
Co-op position. Hés brother had been/beaten about d x weeks
o 1Lt Awnd TET A hoanl ktton. sl Pyblome fof boly b, Luj ;
before . beteastywsebdemmmor, \|[Hitonl had given hisamismettwe o
) O s &u&ivt;rtL: ¢ wm At b Cpiinal
A uagood job in the £mmp Co-op immediately after the brother had

come to Tule Lake. Hitoml was also reputed to have gotten
other redéastives and friends from Sacramento good jobs. He had
thken a fairly prominent part in the resistance the Co=-op

made to the Dalhyo Sha Kal in December of 1943 and had been

among that group of evacuees who gave advice and assistance

to the administration inbreaking the status quo. Though he
certalnly not popular, he did not become the object of

general public dislike until May and June of 1944, when the
wave of public hostility against men alleged to be inu arose,
The pressure group in particulggﬁzignnklﬁxthn vicious stories
about hime It is possible that they were followlng Kira's
lead in thls matter, dnce Hitomi is sipposed to have resisted

Kira's gangeter tactics in attempting to control the Co=cpe




Events Immedistely Following Hitomi Murder

Immedietely after the murder, the Board of Directors of the
Co-op and all the key employees resigned. For a time it appeared
as 1f there would be wholesale resignations among the entire Co-op

staff. The storekeepers wished to resign but were eventually coaxed

f

into keeping their jobs by the new Board of Directors. Bwesry member

of the o0ld Board resigned, except Mr. Gunderson, the Caucasian member

1d his position by vlrEy@ of canteen/number 4, which was

lofated in th adminiatratxfé area for yﬁg cOnven%dnce 0 ‘the

ersonnel.l

Fifteen families of Japanese were removed from the camp to
protect the lives of some member who had reason to believe he might
be murdered next. Among these men were Yamatanl and Akitsuki, ex-
members of the Coordinating Committee; Mr. Tateishil, the rumored
public inu number one; Mr. Shimokon, the Japanese head of Internal
Security; Mr. Matsuoka, the presgnt of the Co-op who had also
resigned; Mr. Takahashi and several other persons who had held high
positions in the Co-op. Whether this exodus was initiated by the
Japanese or by the'gﬂministration is not certainly known. Well
informed persons steted that the members of the Caucasian police
called at these men's homes and told them to come with them or the
edministration would not be responsible for thelr lives. Some are
sald to have gone under protest. Almost half of them returned to

the center a few days later. The remainder refused to return for

1. R. Hankey, Notes, July 12, 1944, p. 2.
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several weeks, even though Mr. Best, after about ten days, urged
them to do so. Three of the men, Yamatani, Shimokon and Tateishi,
eventually left Tule Lake on August 15 and took up residence in
other centers. The latter was later reputed to have been forced
out of Heart Mountain, his center of refuge, by adverse publie
opinion there.

It is impossible to say that the removal of these men was
unwise. Yamatani, Tateishi and Shimokon were so unpopular that
had they remained in the center during this tense period they might
have suffered violence. The administration received word of sever-
al anonymous threats immediately after the murder; one threat in
particular, is sald to have promised the murder of all the Board
of Directors of the Co-cop.

Immediately after the murder the canteens were crowded with
people stocking up on food supplies. They feared that the stores
would be closed, a policy which Mr. Yamatenl strongly urged upon
Mr. Runcorn te Runcorn's great disgust.

"Yamateni just pleaded with me to be a dictator and

close the stores. I was disgusted with him. I can see how
the people feel about him."l '

The stores were not closed and the hoarding impulse wore
itself out.

Two weeks after the murder, the entire staff of the Japanese
Colonial Police resigned in a body, having no doubt decided that

they could no longer carry on in thelr state of unpopularity.

/ / ]
The Murder a Cluéax of a Period of/Tension
| /

Thyé murdj% was prqé;ded byﬁﬁn extrdbrdinary-surge of tension
". / ;‘I ! /"‘

J
[

1, dstd., p. 5.
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in order of their gullt, were common. Whiquréé hints that one

/7
of the assaults might end in murder were hﬁhrd occasionally. The

o
ordinary camp resident himself did no;{yﬁke threats of murder, nor

did he know who was compiling the hypothetlcal lists. But even
rd

tnough he might disapprove of the béatings, he joined wholehegrted-

tale. Many persons,
disapprobation. But the most usual rea

beating was, MWell, I see another do;/é;t what was doming to him."

Tmmediate Evacuee Reactions to the Murder

The immediate camp reaction to the murder was a universal
state of great excitement, tension and fear. At first, the majority
of the people assumed that Hitomi had met his fate because of his
tremendously bad reputation, and the fear of committing any act
which would remotely resemble that of an inu rose so high that all
but the most courageous of the Japanese refused to receive Cauca-
sians in their apartments. After a period of about two weeks, the
fine edge of this terror decreased and guarded contacts with
Caucasians were resumed.

The dominent immediate reactions to the death itself was a
conviction on the part of some people that the deceased had met the

fate he deserved, coupled with aﬁdisa probation which many did not
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yet dare to express, Fujimoto expressed the camp
attitude excellently in one sentencej "The funny things is
thet the murder has snlit the camp into two parts., Half
feel sorry for the guy and the other half are glad." 1/
FPear wmx also manifested itself in the extreme determina-

tion not to say anything which would betray the murderer,
As 0ishi expressed it, ¥nwxaxgkniy "The chief attitude is
that everybody shut up like a clam," 2/

Nevertheless, the first overtly expressed meaction of
many peoplg,x=x people who were in no way radical or blood
thirsty, was that Hitomi deserved his fete., Oishi's
gentiments, quoted below, were echoed by many:

"The killing of Y, Hitomi was a blessing to the
residents, I have yet to sce who really feels sorry for
him, other than those of his immediate family. Never have
I seen such pkeasant readtions to a murder in all my life,

"Several others are said to be in line for the grave.
Had they not been given protective custody, they too may
be dead by now; and their death, vtolent as it may be,
will be openly rejoiced by the residents,

"The public sanction of Y, Hitomi's murder will
undoubtedly encourage the executioner to carry on his or
their work., A good work, He doubtless is feeling like a
hero receiving publie anproval and re joicement, Hopne he
won t betray himself, feeling elated. .

"Why do I approve it? Because there is no law here in
this camp, « « The administration have so far listened to
the Rats (inu) and upon the strength of their flimsy charges,
it arrcsted and threw many into the stockade." 3/

"The murdereadid a nice piece of work as far as that
goes." 4/

A ngsei girl, Miss Doik who like Oishi was not radical

ibid,, July 17, 1944, p. 1l.
., July 20, 1944, p. 1.
3/ From a MS prepared by Oishi immediately after the
Hitomi murder.
4/ R. Hankey, Notes, July 20, 1944, p. 1l.







general views expressed herself almost as frankly:

"Phis might sound awfully heartless, but nobody has any
sympathy for him (Hitomi). The wholé camp felt that way. It
had a lot to do with the Co-op and people felt he was really
behind all the things going on with the administration and
especlally for the people sent into the stockade--especlally
the more recent pick-ups. The people began to hate the Co-op
especlally after Akitsukl was transferred from the Co-op head
to the Coordinating Committee. Akitsukl and Hitoml were sus-
pected. When people kept belng put into the stockade after
the Qnrdinat1n§ Committee was put into office, the people
became angry."

Mr. Abe, a kindly issei, made a similar statement, emphaslzing
the reaction to Hitomi's death by contrasting it with that which

followed the shooting of Mr. Okamoto:

"I have not heard a single man say, 'I'm sorry he's
dead.' When Okamoto was shot to death the whole camp ¢losed down
all entertainments, even small partlies at homes."&

i — e e ey T 1

Abe pointed out /that the large camp recréatlion events, such

|
as baseball games were carried on after Hitoml's death as if noth-

ing had occurred. |
|

E |
Japanese Attitudes on the men who fled camp Y
| I s .‘ s A o, -

The treatment meted out to the men who fled the camp by some
f ' ' |

of thelr fellow Ja?anesa was extraordinarﬂiy cruel. While some of
the residents held to the view that some of the men who fled were

! !
not suspected and should not have left camp, the prevalling attl-
L AL O | ‘
tudqswea—oao—o{A1ndescr1bable satisfaction over every ingonvenience
A 4 '\: :’-"*r i ; w—{,\..!‘LW‘VJ | Jm

and humiliation haapeﬁ upon thesé unpopular menA Few opportunitlies

| , L
to heap addltionai humiliation upon them were lgnored. The more

| | !

the inu suffered,/the better many peop1¢ felt. They wer% housed
|

in the hospital, and the Japanese h05p1Ta1 mess crew refused to

L

1. R. Hankey, Notes, July 18, 1944, p. 1.
2., Ibid., July 24, 1944, p. 2.
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By contrast, Abe pointed out shat the peonle had
behaved as if nothing had hanpened after Hitomi's death,
continuing the baseball games and other recreatdnal

events. No one attended Hitomi's funersl except his

family and intimage friends.Xg// 1/
Rapane e xARAL R e
RSEEABHE &N X00HE SN HNE 8 5 NN NGMNHK Nt NEN R & 3X 6 SEX

In spite of these immediaste expressions of anprobation
for the murder many of the residents disaporoved. However,
the did not dare to voice this d&sppproval., Moreover,
to give information which would have led to the arreet of
the murder erynwasyxhrmihex was an unthinkable action in
the light of the general camp attitude, If anyone knew
or suspected anything he said nothing, both out of fear of
ublie opinion and out of fear of the murderer or murderers,

iInXaANEE8X
Residents Attitudes on the Men who Fled Camp

The treatment meted out ToxEmxwmatsomnxAkd £exikk
ang nkhen ohiernmemnwhon fAsdxtkaxeexr bjakakediesfek

gt X8 N

to Yamatani, Akitsuki and the other men who £ieéd the

camp by some of their fellow Japanese was extraordinarily
cruel. While some of the residents held to the view that
some of the men who fled were not suspected and should not
have left the camp, the prevailing attitudes were an
indescribable satisfactdon over every inconvenience and
humiliation helggd upon these unpopular men ecoupled with a
fear which wes not verbalized, that ahy kindness or sympathy
shown to a suspected inu would cause one to be looked upon
as an inu also. Few opportunities to heap additional

1/ ibid.,xkwkd,, July 24, 1944, p. 2,
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humiliation upon them were ignored. The more the inu

suffered, the better the people felt. They were housed

in the hospital, and the Japanese hospital mess corew

refused to




feed them. The Japanese workers 1n the hospitalAwou1d4not sit
down to eat with "dogs." The;;%g;; then instructed to eat in the
Caucaslan mess hall., The Japanese mess crew here promptly refused
to feed them. OEne—ef—the—sugpectesd IndIvIduals—complained—te-$fhe
writey:

"And Mr. Kz;ﬁsuki ot that cook (the head chef) his,  job.

The casians 1dn nt any Japanese cooks or waitizésgs
but M Akitsu w?shouldfhave them

convihced tHem the
¢~ The unfortunate refugees were at length forced to eat in one
of the warehouses where facilities for cooking were set up for them
by the administration. Mr. Tateishl acted as cook. A rumor prompt-
ly sprang uppthat pressure was being brought on Mr. Tatelshi to
poison them. It is obvious that this cruelty was largely instigated
by fear, fear of assisting an inu.

et R - okl anns’

Whenever any oﬁAtiln*walked about the Caucasian area in day-
light, they were 1likely to be greeted by barking nolses from the
Japanese employed there. Some of the refugees were utterly terri-
fied. They were under considerable pressure from Mr. Best who, a
few days Yagme after they were removed, began to urge them to
return to the center. Sama-o#-thvmpréaarded this as a death

sentence.

Backggounq/of Camp Reactfions to Hitoml ﬂurder

As hhs been stated) the specific purge of ppblic feeling
which culminated in thé murder began Jate in May, about/a week
before the Okamoto shdoting. The furgdamental cpuses, wever, had

a long history; some of them extended back to he firsy few weeks

1. Ibid., July 19, 1944, p. 5.




can tell you that everypody in the block Ahinks very little
of him (Mr. Takahash The feeling 1s Aery bad. . . .
ery upset about e people being sent

to Santa Fe. ¢ople say that they have been fooled:
they aren't golng/to be sent to Japa first, just bigguse
they were sent tb6 Santa Fe.

"T don't khow. The people her just shut up./ With Mr.
Takahashi hergg nobody trusts him.) //

Mrs. Yamagugﬁl implied that the people in her b;éck did not

to Santa Fe, for fear that Mr, TakAhashi would report them to the

/ /
dare to express/ themselves frankly ¢n the matter ;;/the transfer

administratfon. Two nights after this statemeny was made, Mr.

Takahash%/was assaulted by mystérious assallapts but was not in-

jured iﬁ;lously.
““Change in Residents' Attitudes-Gibomm-tie=HINoniliundor-

For several weeks after the murder, many informants expressed

themselves as bitterly or almost as bitterly agalnst Mr. Hitomi and
6 e, 4 w3l ol T MLA e et

the inu as they had during May and June. ‘Aprepared a manuscript
full of invectives against the "dogs" and against the administra-
tion. In his opinion, the beatings which preceded the murder and
the murder itself "can be placed at the very doorstep of the ad-
ministration." He also denounced the Co-op and the Co-ordinating
Committee. According to him, "the basic reasons of constant
grumbling that finally culminated in a murder" were (1) that the
Co-op sold "articles such as buckets, brooms, and even coal hand-
shovels at a handsome price," while the WRA should have provided
for the colonists; (2) the administration "deliberately withheld

the distribution" of these articles though they "were plled high

1. Ibid., June 30, 1944, p. 1.
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in the warehouses"; (3) the Co-op's continued sale of luxury items
against great public opposition; (4) any person who "unflinchingly
attacked the Co-op" was then apprehended and thrown into the
stockade and confined there indefinitely without even a semblance
of a trial";l (5) the Co-op was responsible for the defeat of
status quo. "The Co-ordinating Committee . . . were men who were
directly connected with the Cooperative. . . . Instead of helping
the residents (they) became the tool of the adminlstration."2

Other informants also continued to repeat uncomplimentary
rumors about Mr. Hitomil.

Yamaguchi remarked:

"Also they said Mr. Hitomi hired nothing but Sacramento
people in the Co-op. He hired his brother in the Sewing
FQCttiii his relatives and friends in the Co-op."®

O
'W/\said:

"Matsumoto (the chairman of the Board of Directors)
bankrupted the Nippon Bank in Sacramento. Do you thlnk he
came out penniless?
"Mr. Yamatanl has sald numerous times, 'If I'm afraid
of two by fours, I can't make money' . . . 34
(By the above statement, Yamatanl, if he sald it, meant that
he could not afford to fear the clubs of any gang of enemies. 1In
camp parlance, the pieces of lumber which are sometimes used 1in a
beating are known as two-by-fours).

Indication that the gossip about the Co-op was not confined
to transferees but was also indulged in by o0ld Tuleans may be seen

in the remarks of a very Americanized young nisei girl, an old

Tulean, who planned to leave Tule Lake and enter a nursing school

1. This psrticular accusation was very widespread before the murder.
Particularly, the underground pressure group members repeated it.

2, From ms. prepared before July 20.

3. R. Hankey, Notes, July 19, 1944, p. 2.

4. Ibid., July 31, 1944, p. 3. Since "K" is an expert accountant

and was hired to investigate the books of the companies concerned
in these swindles, his remarks deserve credence.




EBSERTION ON PAGE 1ﬁ_
The informant added that she had heard of a lady who

a
found $300 dollars in a box of cske she purcheg at the

Co-op. Being honest, she took the money back whereupon
the clerks gave her a couple of more cakes so that she
would not spread the fact thet they had EeEnxh kiimgx
xuuey secreted the money in a cake box with the intent
of stealing it. 2/

R. Han«wey, Notes, Aug. 24, 1944, pp. 4-5,




in the Unlted States.

"The o0ld Tuleans, I know, felt he (Hitoml) got what he
deserved. After all he 'did! They were all saying he was
going to resign and leave camp. They saild thls after he died.
They sald he had made hls killl and was planning to go.

"Even the old Tuleans hated him. Everybody knew him for
what he was..

e ———

*K‘tndy”found 2

"Individually in the canteens they graft too. If you
have a friend you can go to the canteen and buy things for
half price. The clerks have no personal feeling toward the
Co-op as thelr organization.

"I hear the new manager found lots of luxuries in the
warehouse, We don't need such expensive cosmetics and things.l
They found a lot of lce skates. They must have gotten them on
the black market, because you can't buy them outside now.

They have nothing but black market stuff!"¥

Another 0l1d Tulean girl said:

"They say the Co-op was buylng WRA stuff and selling it
in the canteens."
mw

A few weeks after the murder, however, a change ofAmind began
to make itself shown. The dlisturbing fact that a murderer or a
group of murderers was free in camp who, encouraged by apparent
success, might turn on anyone whose actions d4id not meet approval,
began to obtrude itself through the satisfaction of seeing a man
regarded as a hated traltor meet hls proper doom. As Mr, Fujimoto,
who was growing steadily more conservative 1n his views, expressed
it:

"The funny thing is that the murder had split the camp
into two parts. Half feel sorry for the guy and the other
half are glad. Of course, they say he was killed for em-

bezzling Co-op funds, but that was just talk. Nobody could
prove it."

Fujimoto expressed another camp reaction with regard to the

1. It is interesting to see this anti-luxury attitude expressed by

an old Tulean.
2. R. Hankey, Notes, August 24, 1944, pp. 4-5.
3. Ibid., August 35 1944, p. 3.
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attitude of the administration, a reaction very typical of camp

psychology:
"The people are saying that the administration 1is
deliberately not maeking a serious attempt to find the

murderer. If the people think that the murderer is loose
in camp, more of them will want to relocate."

He added that he had been snooping iIn the project attorney's
office and seen an enormous sheet of applications for leave clear-
ance.l Whatever he may have seen, there was no appreciable increase
in relocation at this time.

The Yamaguchi's expressed a very-interestling-anéd delicate
alteration of sentiment:

"The people are very qulet about it. Mr. Hitoml is

dead; so the people are qulet. If they aren't quiet they

may go to jail. They say, 'Well, he's passed away. After

all, he's a Buddha now. Let him sleep peacefully.' It used

to be he had a very bad reputation. But since he's passed
away the people don't say much. It wouldn't be good manners ."?
Mr. Abe also expressed a different attitude about a month after

the murder:

"0f course, Mr. Hitomi was one of the most hated men in
camp. But he wasn't bad enough to be assassinated. I heard
that Hitoml slgned = petitiog to send the people in the
stockade away %to Santa Fe)'

Several months after the murder, a nisel girl stated that in
her opinion the stories clrculated before the murder were rumors.
Though many other colonists must have had their doubts about the
wilder storles, these doubts were very seldom expressed:

"In camp there were so many rumors at that time. People

believed they were true. They always said, 'My frlends say
it.' It almost makes anybody believe 1t."4

1. Ibid., July 17, 1944, p. 1l.
1bid., July 19, 1944, p. 1.
ibid., August 8, 1944, p. 1.
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It is probebly that much of the apprehension of
this time was due to the imxamkkmmx threats of violence
which certain members of the undercover pressure group had
made prior to the mmdamx murder. Whether the group was
implicated or not, many people, including the authorities,
suspected that they might be. Much later, & well-posted
informant stated that Kira had engineered most of the
beatingse The leaders of the group spared no effort in
pointing out that the murder was a glaring example of
administrative ineptitude and should make it clear to the
American public that samethings was serlously wrong wi th
the administration of Tule Lake. Naturally, they hoped

' thet the murder would result in Mr. Best's dismissal,

— ————

shita staysd that "the attacks which ehded with

rder" (heré he ceught hipiself and said wilth a sinilster

imp¥icetion "temporarily ended for the time b ing" ) had made

people optimistic, "espegially sim e the ttaeck was

This was certainly not true, unlgsshe was

\*féferring nly to the opt?&ism of the pressure grow .
\h—" i

continun@ﬁ

“Fbople were sorryffor the viectim, but| the camp as a
whole, Af they did not rejoice for such & happening, thought

that it was the last j;uort to be taken to let the (American)

publie¢ and the administration know that wron -doing cannot

conﬁ}nue forevers,

"Beep thinking people do not think the thoosing of this
barbarous action is wise and think that 1t uld be more or
less criticised by the American pbblic when At isf known
outside by the paper or radio."

He xaidm& pointed out that the camp ® ition was such
that the people weqé forced into committing beatings and

murder because no other path of righting thelr grisvances
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Mr. Yamashlta stated thet"the attacks which ended with the

murder"had made the people optimistic, "especially sime the
attack was successful and the administration was not able to
find the attacker". HKaxadded ihRnanshrizhenxhmnkhen ihinx
Kimeinociinm onih fmbon 8 mwmrmoonR hym ¥ e mn wme t dagyocommd s flom ok jom xtik me x
kednghonxemenntimiadt This was certdinly not xuxsx true.

Henwaznrafarningnenigxhenkhenepkiniam Perhaps the pressu

fAnd believed that Vecruse of the murder Mr. Best would be forde
group was optimisffa&l No ordinary resident zhmwen

Indicated that he kngpadnfnrnkathznsnkhingsxbensusex nf

had any hope for improvement in camp conditions because of

the murder, Yamashlta sdded with a sinister implication

that the attack#a were only "temporarlly ended for the tilme

being". He continueds;

"People were sorry for the victlim, but the camp as a
whole, if they did not rejolced for such a happenin% thought
Am

that it was the last resort to be taken to let the erican)
public &nd the adminlstration know that wrong-dolng cannot
continue forever,"

He explained that he realized that the murder would
cause the American public to think badly of the Japanese
in Tule Lake but polnted out that the mamg condition of
the camp was so bad that the people were forced into

committing bxakhrgsnamd assaul ts and murder because no

other mx method of righting their grilevances
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was open to theme "It was more or less in the atmosphere

of the camp that they were forced to use such a method."

His wife remarked with satisfaction, "It was a perfect crime," 1/

While Mr. Hitomi's evil reputation was only mltigated
to some extent by the passage of time, the camp sentliment

toward the murder
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and the apprehension of the murderer underwent e marked change
after the passage of three or four months. Many people began to
refer to the murder as a deplorable thing, stating that after all
nobody had ever proved anything against Hitomi and that, moreover,
other individuals in camp were far more objectionable than he.
The satisfaction over the fact that the murderer was not appre-
hended dwindled also and though the sentiment was far from unanimous
many residents cautliously expresged the hope thg; thP murderer
might be taken. On the‘;holeA‘ogiy the pressure groﬁp rema ined
unchanged in its contention that the murderer was?type of publie
benefactor and openly rejoiced over his non-apprehension.

Camp sentiment as to why the murder was committeg
.hniform. Some people held to the view that Hitefil was murdered
because he was a dog, others that the slefing was a private affalr,

committed by a man with whose wife Hitom!l was supposed to have

philandered.

genera

several.monthe+ ‘' The majority of residents were more shocked by

the murder than they would at first openly admit. Never again

did an illogical obsession of extreme hostility toward men purport-
ed to be "dogs" selze on the entire camp. From this period on the
greater number of peopfngz;d;& peace and began increasingly to
express attitudes such as "if only the camp would quiet down"; or,
"why can't we Japanese live peaceably here till the end of the war,
or until we're exchanged." Henceforth, when men were beaten, the

news did not spread rapidly nor did the general resident remark
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that "another dog had gotten what he deserved". Instead,

the besters were regarded as "gansters" gnd not as public

benefactors,.

Fate of the Suspected "Bogs" -- Residents' Attitudes.

All of the men who fled from the camp eventually
returned with the exception of Messrs. Yamatani, Tateishi
and Shimokon, who were transferred to other Centers. About
a month after the ruder when some of the refugees had still
not returned to camp, Mr. Robertson called on Oishi and
asked him for his opinion on whether it was Bafe for them
to return. O0ishil told Robertson:

"Some are all right but some shouldn't be back ewn
for & daye + o Yamatanl won't live verylong (if he returns)d 1/

However, several moderate individuals expressed regret

that some of the suspected men had been so foolish aé'to

flee the camp. In their opinion, it would have been far
better 1f they had stayed and not given such obvious grounds
for suspiclon to their neighbors. Mr. Takahashi, in
particular, was thought to have made & great error hy
fleeinge.

The men who
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that "another dog had gotten what he deserved." Instea

beaters were regarded as "gangsters" and not as publié benefactors.

Fate of the Suspected "Dogs" o

All of the men who fled to the¢ hospital evehtually returned
to thep with the exceptién of Messrsg/4amatani, Tateishi

enters. Those who

,

and, Shimokon, who were transfefred to other

returned to the centers met wilth varying receptions, depending
largely upon how they had been regarded before the murder. Mr,
Akltsukl, showing great courage, returned to the colony after
several weeks. However, he left hls family and took up residence
with a group of judo boys who were reported to have sworn to be
ready to give their lives for him. He alseo acquired two large
dogs, an act which was commented upon with malicious relish by
some of the evacuees. OSome of the Co-op Board members were re-
ported to have established themselves satisfactorily in their
blocks. Mr. Akitsukl and Mr. Takahashi, however, remained symbols
of desplcable treachery and continued for some time to live miser-
able parlah-like lives. Nobody in camp "who knew them for what
they were" would talk with them or be seen with them.
Al U A udmama et

A generally widespread attitudeAwas expressed“byéﬁzz:?o also
analyzed the errors in judgment made by the members of the,Co-
ordinating Committee:

continug/ to breathe it's better that stays out. [Many of

those boys o-ordinatfng Committee Gyoup) were tog arrogant.

If they had listened to. the voice of /fthe people they wouldn't

be in trouble now.

"They didn't stgp to think.
well with the admin¥stration. Espéclally those the Co-op,

[

"Ak s::}fis not wise in coming baék. If he wgnts to
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"But those people (the inu) who may retiarn - I
don't think they could contrive to sleep without worries.
The longer Akitsukil maintains bodyguards, the longer he'll
be hated. If he lived alone, the people might forget.
Getting bodyguards was 2 very short-sighted policy. 1/

"If Akitsukl wants to contlnue to breath it's better
that he stays out. Many of those boys (Coordinating Committee )
were too arrogant. If they had histensd to t he voice of the
people they wouldn't be in trouble now,

"They didn't stop to thinke. They were just getting in
well with the administration. Especlally those in the Co-op,
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that bunch of gamblers and embezzlers. They were sitting in
high offices. They shouldn't have held those positions.
They did not stop to think that there were many well educated
persons who were not working in the Co-op but were far more
capable, . . . .

"They didn't have the character strong enough to refuse.
They went ahead and co-operated with the Administration.
Little by little, they were dragged into the mire until they
couldn't get out any more."l

/ O
still notfreturned to camp, Mr. Roberts called on ®y

Aboutfa month after thg murder some of the refﬁgees had

nd asked

him for Ris opinion on whether it was shfe for them to/ return.
o C,'.?.-I A '( 44 ;(.LV"_F.-‘A;* B i‘

[ royn?ked-htlE!iﬁﬁanaL:&uhauit-nu
" Mol e Ph ooB=EBIre & ‘ sk,
;l;aid,”gome are all right but sbome shouldn't be back even
ﬁor a day. ¥-bedd—him Yamateni /won't live very long (if

e returns)."? / /
: L"“Y\.\‘AW )

rban&ng—#h&e—peg#vﬂg\several mgﬁerate 1nd1v1dghls expressed

regﬁét that some of/the suspected.ﬁwn had been sqffoolish as to
fle¢ the camp. Inf/their opinion,fit would haVa‘boen far better 1if

had stayed d not gliven such obvious grouﬁda for suspicion
to/ thelr neighbors. Mr. Takahashi, in particgiar, was thought to

rgat error by fleeiﬂ§;_,,~"”'_‘l

When however, three of the most unpopular men transferred to
other centers, most residents were happy about it. A few remerked
with satisfactlion that they would be hated and despised in the
other centers also. Mrs., Matsuda, an active agitator, expressed
disappointment, insinuating that 1t would have been preferable to

have them stay and meet the same fate as Hitomi.®
Aftep—ileitsuki-returned to the ecolony, K. expressed-himself
as Follows?

l. Ibid., July 20, 1944, p. 2; 2. id., July 31, 1944, p. 3.
3. Ibid., August 16, 1944, p. 2.
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"But thoge people (the
think they could contrive t
longer Akitguki meintains
hated. If /he I}Mved alo
bedyguards/ wes a very

When he heard that the three men had left the center, ®, ox-
pressed the following attitude, which was common throughout the

center:

"Yamatenl, Tateishi and Shimokon - it was wonderful that
they were transferred. That also helped to relieve a great
deal of the tension. But I feel sorry for them; they're
branded for good. People from Tule are writing to Minidoka,
telling their friends all about them."?

Actions of the Administration

et

Immediate suspicion of implication in the murder fell upon
the fourteen men st1ll detalned in the stockade. All ingoing mail
to the stockade was stopped and large pieces of plaster board were
attached to that portion of the stockade which faced the colony
so that no signals could be exchanged. Gate number 2, through
which persons had heretofore passed in and out of the colony was
closed, and gate number 3, which was located several hundred yards
farther from the stockade, was used instead. The object again was
to keep camp residents as far from the stockade as possible. The
stockade internees were given to understand by Mr. Best and by

certaln members of the Internal Security that they were under

suspicion of having directed a conspiracy within the center to

murder Mr, Hitoml. This accusation made them very indignant.3
The administration also suggested to the block managers that

a camp-wlde curfew be enforced. The block managers refused to

1. Ibid-’ Ausust 7, 1944, ppo 3-40
2. Tbid., August 21, 1944, p. 1.
3. Ibid., September 15, 1944, p. 8; September 38, b. 10,
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accept the responslibility for this act and suggested that it be
referred to the people. The people were by no means enthusiastic
about 1t and the matter was dropped.

From second-hand information gained chiefly from Dr. Opler
and Mr. Robertson, i1t appeared that the administration had two
theories about the murder. One was that already mentioned: that
the detainees had conspired with some group in the center. Two
separate groups in the center came under suspicion: one was the
so-called Resegregation Group,and the other was the group headed
by Mr. Tsuda. Both groups had been working for the release of the
detelnees for many months. The motive in this case would be a
deliberate attempt on the part of these groups to embarrass the
administration and particularly Mr. Best by bringing down so much
adverse publiclity upon his head that he would be forced to resign.
The second theory, sald to have been espoused by Mr. Best and Mr.
Schmidt, was that the murder was a personal affair, committed by
only one man well-known to Mr. Hitomi. Schmidt's reasoning was
that Hitoml would have cried out and been heard, had he been
approached by a stranger or a strange group. The motive in this
case ‘would be revenge for a personal injury, i.e., that Hitomi had

been killed by the husband of some woman with whom he had been

philandering. Later, this theory was directed against Mr. Hitmoi's

brother, with whose wife Hitomi was rumored to have had immoral
relations. The fact that the brother did not accompany Hitomi's
corpse to the hospital was considered very suspicious.

On July 13, it was rumored that four Japanese had been taken from

the colony and were being given a twenty-four hour third degree by




the Internal Security. So far as is known, no information was
galned from them. The grilling was reported to Mr. Besig of the
American Civil Liberties Union. This action on the part of the

Q.‘ —*r--“'"'“ A
administration was not approved of by thoseAJapanese who expressed

themselves on the subject:
0 'l

E!/\ sald:

"Several boys from Leupp were investigated. But the
good thing was that they were released immediately. If they
had been put into the stockade, the administration would have
been dolng a great injustice. They were very studious boys.
One of the boys was taken just because the administration
thought he was a fanatic. That was no reason."l

Mr/ Yamaguchi saild:

b/ "I heard those boys were grilled for three days and
7\ %/ /nights. One of them was Kitadani, a tough/kid. We used to

’ = |/ call him the,/'dead end kid' 15 Leupp. He was grilled because
> \/\ they found him with a knifg." /

/

/

Attltudes of the Appointed Personnel

The murder plunged the Caucasisn residents of Tule Lake into
a state which In some individuals bordered closely on paniec. One
of the manifestations of thii was a meeting held by the Caucasian
members of the Co-op ahegiﬂf£M;t; proposed that canteen number 4
be severed from the Japanese Co-operative Enterprises. This was .
not done.

For many weeks the staff members remained very jittery. Some
expected another murder and the subject of who would be next was
frequently discussed among those members of the staff who had con-

7
tact with the colony. Soxanﬂl~4&$ﬂll&geﬂ¥j%;paneSe also expected

another murder, particularly if the men who had fled the colony

1. Ibid., July 19, 1944, p. 1.
2. Ibld., July 13, 1944, p. 1.
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returned. ., went so far as to say:

"There will be one more incident. The administration
1s at fault, if that Incident develops as I anticipate. I
feel that the camp 1s 1In a state where unless the administra-
tlon makes an absolute change, the beatings and the killings
will continue. Now it's beyond the administration's power
to control it. Things have gone too far."l

Election of the New Co-op Board of Directors

With the resignation of its Board of Directors, the Co-op
was left leaderless and loaded with a burden of public opprobrium
and susplclon which surpassed that of any other organization in
the history of Tule Lake. For a time, it appeared that resigna-
tions would spread wholesale throughout all the positions in the
organizatlon. However, the appeal of a courageous group of Japa-
nese, who temporarily stepped into the vacancy left by the resign-
ed Board, and probably the fact that a job was a job and ¥

Coyascte
tension washdec asing, kept most of the employees at their posts.

The attltude and past hlstory of the men on the new Board was
In sharp contrast to the old. Instead of belng ultra-conservative
representatives of the "vested interests" of Tule Lake, some of
these new men had been confined 1n the stockade during the
November difficulties, and were classed as "aglitators" by the
administration. 1In its helplessness, however, the administration
could not be too particular about the past history of individuals
willing to step Into a positlon which might cost them thelr lives.
Some attempts were made to get some "level-headed"™ Japanese on
the Board, by which the administration meant persons of an anti-

status quo conviction. However, for the most part the policles

1. Ibid., July 20, 1944, p. 3.
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followed iIn the month which followed Mr. Hitomi's death were left
almost entirely up to the newcomers. Runcorn, the Supervisor of
the Co-op, whole-heartedly favored letting the Japanese take a

ma jor part of the contrel and anticipated, correctly, that the

New Bosrd would be much more aggressive than the old and that it
would béf?QLeEZiézﬁi for the administration to make them some con-
cesslons.

The new board did follow a more "demanding" policy which, in
the following months, was frequently regarded as "pressuring" by
the administratlon. One of the first actions of the new board was
to make 1lnquirles at other centers to determine how much the
domestic workers there were pald. They found that the wages ran
from 38 to 40 dollars a month. At this time, Mr. Best and Mr,

A vt Al
Black held thatpa wage of 30 dollars a month was enough. The board
determined to ask for 35 dollars or nothing.

fhe adminlistration did not give way, and this particular issue
was not settled until August, when Messrs. Currie, McNeil and
Rossman arrived from Washington and managed to please both sides
by removing the domestle work from Co-op supervision and placing

it directly under the WRA placement organization.

The writer contacted one of the supposedly "radical" new board
hd Aneane Lba w_a_'_)l@-hm P ﬁ,w
members at thls time,,and was given the foll W

ing brief but clear

statement of pilicy. "{\‘cw

ANaturally I refused the first time. “ut three repres-
entatives of the Board of Directors came and gave me a full
view of the poliecy to be followed. The present board defin-
itely states that they wlll never touch any peolitical problems.
They will keep to their business. The present camp feeling 1s
just waiting to see how the Co-op Board acts."

1. Ibid., July 30, 1944, p. 6.
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Later, serious factlionallsm arose in the Board because of the
markedly different views of some of its members. Nevertheless,
the personnel of the Board was able to work out a policy which, in
less than two months, caused an almost miraculous change in the
public attitude toward the Co-op.

The Board released a great deal of slimply worded information
in the Tule Lake Cooperator, but thls was probably only a minor
factor In the public confldence which the Board rapldly acquired.
The truly.significant factor was that the Board did its best to
live up to the statements and promises it made and, 1little by
little, as the people became conscious of this change in policy
through the tangible changes In the Co-op policy whlch affected

SN AL
thelr dally lives, they began to pay sertvugAattention to the

statements issued.®

& S s s+

'/,x"On Julyjs, Mr. Runcorn reléased a clea§/§£€%ement of the

financialfcondition of the Co -op in the Néwell Star, though it is
grf/1 if the resiﬁé/ts paid much'ﬂ€/;ntion td//;e statement.

Ward meetings of the Co-op members were held and temporary board

members elected in some of the wards. Some wards put up no
representatives, because no one could be found to take the posi-
tions,,s

<er Runcorn commented upon the dubious character of these
elections. Under the circumstances, however, he made no complaint,
believing that any board members, no matter how selected, were
better than none.

"I don't know what's going on in the block elections

or how difficult it is to get the people out. There 1is no
quorum required in our rules. Probably very few turned out.




We were careful to make the Board members representative, but
at the block level the elections are just a black spot."l

Mr. Runcorn meant that he was quite in the dark as to proced-
ure and attendance at these elections, not that they were a dis-

grace.

J
selected, sybject to approgfal of some of fhe incumbepdts at an

additional/@ard meeting hHeld in those w he Board members
/

had been ﬁelected by a group too smal¥ to be considered a quorum.2
After taking office, the new Board released statements request-
ing the support of the people and urging the people to assist in
the selection of capable key workers, the General Manager, the
Treasurer and the Executlive Secretary.
"Your fine judgment and generous cooperation 1s needed
to carry on this program. We say there 1s a slight tendency of
an atmosphere of 'none of my businessism' can be found among
us members. Doesn't 1t?
"We must eliminate totally such unfavorable feeling
because 1t might happen to be a cause of unwelcomed incident.
We especlally take this opportunity to appeal to you for your
hearty asslistance and cooperation which is essentially needed
to adopt a successful plan for mutual benefit of all patrons."
Patronage dividends, the script issued to all Co-op members
at intervals, were 1lssued in July, which also increased publiec
With the/arrival of Messrs. furrie, McNell And Rossman from
Washington,/early in August, t complexion of/the situation changed
somewhat./ With remarkable ingight, these mep quickly took in the

camp siffuation and the position of the Board, and adopted a policy

1. Ibid., July 12, 1944, p. 3.
2. Tule Lake Cooperator, July 11, 1944.
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of championing the Board's reasonable/requests aga%yﬁf’the
reluctant admimlstration. As has Been mentloned dreviously, they
settled the perplexing domest service 1ssue /by obtalning Washing-
ton's permlssion to tranapd% the managemeny” of the domestic work-
ers /to the WRA placemﬁﬁ{'buraau.

The Board of Directors took another important action which was
not known elther to the residents or to the administration. This

was the acqulsition of a speclal accountant, a Japanese of recog-

nized integrity and prestige, who cons?{iedto undertake the

periodic checking of the Co-op's book;, roviding he recelved no
salary for th£€1 The Board now felt 1tself backed by the certailn
knowledge that thelr accounts were under perliodic scrutiny by a
man in whom they could place complete trust, and, consequently,
they could dismiss the nagging fear of grafting which might take

place without their knowledge.

Changing attitude of the People Toward the Co-op Board

It is difficult to picture the great change in the publie
attitude toward the Co-op Board because, as the confidence in the
new Board increased, the people talked about it less and less.

At the very filrst, some persons were cynical and expressed atti-
tudes like those of Mr. Yamaguchl when he heard that a new Board
had been elected:

"I was shocked. I was completly dumb. They told me to
come (to the Co-op meeting) but I didn't go. Those people
who took the job belong to the unwise group. Maybe they do
it just to get a name. Perhaps it was somebody who used to

be a farmer. He has no name and he's golng to do something
about it (i.e., get a name for himself%.l

1. R. Hankey, Notes, July 19, 1944, p. 1.
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The changing attitude is shown in a statement made by this
same informant's wife, three weeks later, when asked how people
were feeling toward the new Board, she sald:

"People I know are_very glad about it. It seems every-
thing 1s in order now."

That public sentiment was already changing as early as three
weeks after the murder 1s shown by the following statement from a
nisel girl:

"Well, as far as our block 1is concerned, they (the
people) were very satisfied wlth the new Board representatives.

The people expect some improvement now, although some people
think maybe it yill not go on as smoothly as I hope it will. "2

O ata
On July 20, ‘m, who had excellent contacts on the new Board,

sald:

"% don't think thﬁsadministration can run this new
Co-op Board so easily.
5 e

~ On July 31, he egein—impressed the—writer with thefeey that

the old "luxury issue' must be settled. This attitude was wide-
spread at this time:

"The quickest way to straighten out the Co-op from my
point of view is they must cut out luxuries. If they cut out
all the luxuries, then they will be respected.

"Al11l the Japanese in this camp are not rich. Some are
very poor. The sixteen dollars they get barely buys their
tobacco. But if my neighbor buys watermelon for his children
at 20¢ a pound, I can't afford to buy it for my children. As
a parent, I will feel hurt. Those things hurt. I think the
mejority of the people agree; they don't want luxuries."

On July 24, Mr, Abe said of the new Boarad:

"The people feel it's better than it used to be. They
will have a hard time though trying to make the whole cam
understand. The Co-op is the biggest source of trouble."

1. Ibid., August 7, 1944, p. 5; 2. Ibid., July 18, 1944, p. 2.
3. Ibid., July 20, 1944, p. 2; 4, Tbid., July 31, 1944, p. 3.
5., Ibid., July 24, 1944, p. 2. BRSO




On August 8, the conservative Mr. Okamoto sald:

"Phe people don't say &nything. It used to be the
people complained so much."

This improved rapport between the residents and the Co-op
continued for the remainder of the camp's existence. A few
agitators made uncomplimentary remarks on occasion, but for the
great majority of the people the Co-op assumed the status of a
decent and correctly run organization working for "the good of

the people."

Results of the Okamoto Verdict

The release of the Court Martial verdict in the case of the
soldier who shot Soichl Okamoto on May 24 followed closely on the

Hitomi murder. The soldler was acqultted.

Unfortunately, very few attitudes were obtained because the

state of tension in the camp, brought esbout by the murder, made
visiting almost impossible. On incomplete evidéence, 1t appears as
1f the acquittal of the soldier caused extreme resentment in some
{ndividuals. With others it was received cynically, as all that
might be expected of the American government. No actlon was taken
by the residents, although some threats against Caucasians are
rumored to have been made by hot-headed individuals. K., a very
fdealistic individual, sald:
"The unfavorable verdict on Okamoto's case will be a

ground for further killing. The resentment will be great.

Tt will know no bounds, therefore it Will be my advice that

all should be careful. Slightest suspiclon will Dbe magnified

manifold and the poor suspect will in course of time be beaten
or killed. (K. referred here to suspicion against the inu.)

1. Ibid., August 8, 1944, p. 5.
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Therefore, too intimate a friendship with any Caucaslan will
be dangerous. Explanation will not help. It wi]ll only tend
to add greater resentment. . . . . ;

"The American laws are born out of Congressional incubator
turned out by the thousands to suit the occasion which benefit
themselves. I would rather live among the barbarlans than
among the hypocritical, selfish, everything-for-myself Ameri-
cans. Thelr laws are mockery to civilization. They can shoot
and kill an 1lnnocent man for no reason whatever and be ac-
quitted, as pronounced by the Court martial freeing Pvt.
Bernard Goe who shot Shoichl Okamoto on May 24. . . . .

"The resentment over this very unfavorable verdict is
great. Why shouldn't it be? To kill a man just because he
was afrald of him 1s no excuse, yet the officers have acquitted
the sentry. A cowardly shooting and a shameless verdict.

That is American, a hypocritical America."l

Undoubtedly, many individuals felt as bitterly as this,
although they would not express themselves so frankly. A nilsel
girl saild:

"There were very harsh reactions (to the acquittal). It
was very shocklng and disappolnting news. It seemed so unfair
and unjust."

Another nlseil girl of very conservative point of view sald:

"The verdict was kind of expected. They knew the result3
before they even started. All those things are whitewashed."

Resignation of Internal Securlty

The resignation of the Japanese Internal Security on July 19
was one of the most serious repercussions of the'HItomi murder.
The administration experlenced extreme difficulty in recrulting
another force and the change brought about in the attitude of
those Jgpanese who finally‘consented to serve altered the character
of the body a great deal. Before their resignation, the Japanese
police had been called dogs; after the resignation, the succeeding

body was called timid, spineless, and cowardly and the men were

l. Ms,, July 20, 1944, pp. 4, 5.
2. R. Hankey, Notes, July 18, 1944, p. 2.
3. Ibid., July I9, 1944, p. 4.
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considered as all but useless by the residents. The mention of
thelr names would usually evoke a scornful, albeit somewhat toler-
ant smlle.

The reasons for this mass resignation were well understood by
the resldents. The Japanese police had been unpopular since segre -
gation. Some of the members had been arrogant and had used their
positlons to threaten fellow residents with their power. They were
also widely believed to be taking bribes from the gambling groups.
It 1s very possible that they were. The murder of Hitomi, the
threat against Mr. Shimokon and, possibly, the fear that they would
be forced to co-operate in the apprehension of the murderer and
thereby incur the wrath of the greatly feared underground group vr
Seexps was too much for them. Moreover, public pressure against
them was tremendous. Mr. Abe explained their unpopularity as
follows:

"The first trouble was that the camp residents suspected
them, that they were sples of the administration. That was
the maln reason the police couldn't get the co-operation of
the residents. And also there were the gambling groups who
were protected by the police."l

The resignation was announced to the people in an extra issue

of the Newell Star on July 20, which stated that on July 19 the

entire Colonial Polige had resigned in a body, giving as reason
lack of cooperation from the residents. In this statement, Mr,
Best asked the residents in each block to select two men to serve
as pollcemen in their own blocks. "These persons selected by the

blocks will be accepted by the administration without question and

will be assigned to the colony police force."

1. Ibid., July 24, 1944, p. 2.




The mass resignatlon left the administration in an untenable
position, since the pollicing of the colony was quite impossible
without evacuee help. It was imperative that a new force be
recrulted Immedlately. Accordingly, Mr. Schmidt and Mr. Holding,
addressed the block managers and attempted to point out that the
recrulting of this force was a responsibility of the block managers.
This attitude was greatly resented by the block managers, especisally
Mr., Holding's statement:

"If there's a fallure 1t's going to be your responsibility

You've got to see that people in the block co-operate with the

pollcement. For those blocks which supply no policemen, no

protection will be given."

Chlef of Police Schmidt told the block managers that those
blocks which did not elect representatives would have no service

for the issuance of passes or sending of telegrams. (These duties

were ordinarily undertaken by the Colonlial Police). Two of the

block managers thereupon contended that the block managers "were

merely an instrument for chenneling informetion and announcements
and emphatically should not be responsible for the falluse of the
Police Force."

The resentment which these statements by Schmidt and Holding
aroused was shown by the fact that Mr. Okamoto, & conservative
block manager of the mildest character, dencuneed—it,—and became
very angry over the matter. Okamoto believed in co-operating with
the administration as much as possible, but on this occasion he
lost his temper, saying with indignation:

"When Mr, Holding of Internal Security sald that those
blocks who didn't elect policemen would not get any telegrams

delivered or no Sunday passes to the hospitel, everybody got
maed. That's why some people tried to get him off the force.
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We feel they are using the block managers as a weapon. If
that's WRA's policy, that's pretty serious.

"The reason we can get no organization is anyone taking
such a job 1s afraid of being called an inu. That's why most
persons don't want any jobs where they have to contact
Caucaslans.

"In certain of the meetings, like the Police, the Co-op
Board elections and the Spanish Consul we could get only
about 5 or 6 people to come out. That was not only in my
block here either. The block managers have a very hard time.
That's why so many block managers are quiiting They're
having to take too many orders from WRA.

The block elections were held and about two thirds of the
blocks elected wardens. The success of the election of the
police offlicers varliled through the camp. The Manzanar section
filled every position. Ward VI and ward VII filled least. 1In
spite of the threatened penalties, some blocks refused to elect

wardens and remained unpoliced for six months or more. Some of

‘M
the reasons for refusing to serve In this capacity)wes—fully ex-

plained by ik -

"I don't think the Japanese want the name 'policeman.'
The Japanese don't want Japanese to rule over them. They say,
'"We are all behind the fence behind barbed wire, and we don't

want anybody to pick us up .2
"Wh d is t some blo o have
watchme and t t/ other are not 1n to ha one serve
as polic¢e in their bloék.

"The rumor that whoever serves as police in the centers
and works as stooges - thelr records will be sent to Japan -
that has a great bearing with many.

"There also a mgtter that hgs been confirmed by one
of the boys from the stgckade. Wh¢gn he was relegsed he asked
why he had been impoun . The pgliceman (Caucgsian) told
him that a/man in the /Block had written a lettef saying that
he was dapgerous. T boy asked/to see the lefter. The
Caucesian/said he caplt have it pecause the letter is going
to be sent to Japan /ith the may who wrote it/ All the records
concernigg him will/be sent to is true, that
1s the most wonderful thing thét could happep."d

The following descriptions of block meetings were given:

1. Ibid., August 8, 1944, p. 5.
2. Told., July 30, 1944, p. 10.
3. Toid., August '7, 1944 p. 4.
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Mr., Okamoto stated In a letter:

"Up to date the reputation of police 1s so grave that
it seems to me the colonists have no interest in the colonilal
police affairs. It tells very clearly by past experiences
and every meeting which we held has failed. None of them
succeed. The colonists held meetings regarding the election
of the police commlissioners but unfortunately falled except
for two or three blocks. It appears to me that the colonial
police department feels they have no support by the colonistg
Mr. Abe, who lived in the Manzanar district where the

electlion was most successful, stated:

"I think they'll get an Internal Security but it will
take time. So far, the police department has been looked
upon as administrative agents."

Abe went on to tell how he had attended the Internal Security
meeting in his block. He had been offered the position of Police
Chief for the Manzanar section but had refused. In his opinion
the men who attended the meeting "were a bunch of rebbits . . . .
and didn't even know how to handle the meeting. But most of the
people there were well meaning and wished to organize a camp
police force." He also stated that the men appointed to a com-
mittee to discuss certain matters relating to the pollce force
with the administration had been afraid to take the posltions.

He con9iuded with an expression very common among the more

/ .
rec;;ﬁly arrived Manzanar transfereeg, stating thgt the new group

wis/ed to keep to itself, that it d nothing to/do with the
Noﬁémber, 1943, incAident and that the newcomers [couldn't get
Kiong with the old 'police force .2

It should be stressed here, that the underground pressure

group did all in its power to spread propaganda to inhibit the

1, Ibid., July 24, 1944, p. 5.
2. Ibid., July 24, 1944, p. 3; August 8, 1944, p. 2.
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1 Hewever,-general pressure was SO

election of the police.
strong that their efforts.were scarcely needed. Consldering the
amount of pressure it 1s remarkable that the police force was re-
staffed at all. This pressure continued to inhibit the pollce
force a year (and will probably continue for much longer). The
"wardens! as they were henceforth called, came to be looked upon
as meek, ineffectual individuals. Whenever any infringement of
law im occurred which might remotely be connected with "polities"
or might concelvably offend the residents if action were taken,
the wardens refused to act. They 'would call up the Caucaslan
police and say, "You better take this. It's too hot' for us."

/bn August 8, when wardens had been obtained for most of the

/ blocks, Mr, Okamoto saild:

"Finally they changed the name of the police to
wardens. I believe that the main cause of the resignation
was that the police say, 'The colonists don't support the
colony police.' Thelr bad reputation, I think, was due
to thelr lacking capable personnel. S ome reported very
1ittle detail of anything that happened in the blocks.

It used to be that the Japanese police didn't report every
littlﬁ thing to the Caucasians and then things would settle
down.

Okamoto means here that it 1s far better to allow minor
matters to settle themselves and not drag the Caucaslans in on
every occaslion,.

"They said the name of 'police' was too official.

"our block failed the first time. Particularly the 1ssel
were against it because they heard the rumor of sending
records to Japan. Also the Internal Security used to
wear a badge of the regular United States police. It
said United States police on the badge. Most of the
people were afraid (to connect themselves so obviously
with the U.S. government).

1. Ibid., July 31, 1944, p. 2,
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"The old police were always looking for something to
report. They got a very bad reputation. That is not
police of ficers! That just disturbs the public order!"l

On behalf of the new force, a statement was printed in the

Newell Star on August 10. It was announced that the new force

had asked the Project Director henceforth to instruct the Internal
Security or the FBI to inform the Colonial Police of the reasons
for the arrest of any resident,2 and that it had emphasized to

the director that "problems arising between the administration
and the reslidents did not come within the jurisdiction of the

police force."

The Rape Rumors

Colncident with the reslgnation of the Colonlal Police, the
camp fell victim to an extremely bizarre rumor. For ten days
story after story of rape, perpetrated by one individual or a
gang of boys, swept through the camp. The rumors were taken very
seriously by many of the people in camp. For about a week the
girls and young women imposed a curfew on themselves and a woman
was seldom seen outside of a barrack after dark. Girls who
attended the Japanese night school were escorted home by a group

of the young men students. A typical variant of the rumor

follows:
From Mr. Yamaguchi:

"They say a girl was attacked in block 69. She ran
away screaming. The girls can't go to school (Japanese
night school). Now the boys are getting together and they

all leave school together.
"Some people say that the administration 1s spreading

l. Ibid., August 8, 1944, p. 4.
2. ThiIs request was complied with. Kira raised a fuss over its

supposed non-observance when threatened with complicity in the
Hitoml murder. :
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the rumors to frighten the people so they will qulck make
another Internal Security. OUther people are fighting for
i1t (for Internal Security). So there are two groups fight-
ing; one wants an Internal Security and the others say we
can take care of it ourselves.

"It's a fact that some people are scared. Especlally
all the girls. Ward III quit night school. Even the
movies have quit.

"People would like an Internal Security, but nobody
wants to run. They don't want to be inu., I think the
trying to get a new Internal Security will fall to the

ground."l
After a short period of extreme concern, the rape rumors
died down very rapldly. Long before the Internal Security was

securely established they were heard no more.

1. Ibid., July 24, 1944, p. 1.




It 1s prob:ble that much of the apprehension of this
time was due to the incautious threats of violence which
certain members of the undercover pressure group had made
prior to the murder. Whether the group was implicated or
not, many people, incihuding the authorities, suspected that
they might be. Many later, a well=-posted informant stated that
Kira had been xmxpmmx engineered most of the beatings.

The leaders of the group apared no effort in pointing out

that the murder was a glaring example of administrative
Ineptitudexxn¥nzn¥anaxhihan snpnenzat nk nenxhawx biak ndonze
"kinsm i imoinemwintok mendadnwkiRx and s ould pmimimmmdmioX e
make it clear to the American public that o mething was
mengninxfnhex seriously wrong in Tule Lakee. Naturally, they
hoped that this wuld result in Mr. Best's dismissal. Mr.
Yamashitzygzgg "the attacks which ended with the murderX¥xams "
(here he caught himself and saidtominousiy, "temporarily ended
mEdEn henpaeniefnpbintak b x e spashai iy x sanee TE e 108 XDRNY AKX

for the time being") had made the people optimistic, "especially
sunEassfninanknthanadnhrhs trak henxnas xnat xabnl santoo xf awdnthenx

mxhacokarfixx since the attack was successful and the admin-

istration was not able to find the attacker." This was

certainly not true, unless he was referring only to the

members of the pressure grouwp. He ® ntinued. parthere,
He pointed out that the camp conditionf was such that
the people were forced into beatings and murder because

no other path of righting their grievances was open to them,




PROPOSED CHANGE OF ENMPHASIS END OF CHAPTER VI * HITOMI MURDFR

Police commission election (2/3) first ovett behavioristie
evidence of change in public attitude.

Tie in pnbiic acceptance of Co-op Board.
1. The police resigned after the Hitomi murder because:

A. Knewe they were uppooular had long been regarded
as stooges for the administration.

B. Peopoe as a whole were expressing opinion that
murder was & good thing., Condoned the murder,

C., Knew they would be ex pected to assist Caucasian
police and help investigate

D, Great geaa of pressure group whom many must have
suspected had something to do with the murder -
Shimokon's fear - S. flees the camp.

BUT==

Residents shocked by the mundery though most afraid

to say so.

Afraid to be without police - tie in rape rumor.
Though everybody afraid to take jobs, gust have
been coaxed to do it with promises of support.

IMPORTANT - General population afraid to take active tvert
step to restore kswxmxdxax peace and order but felt it
necessary to have a police force.




