
fi  On Oct ober  7, l es s t han t wo weeks af t er  t he ar r i val  of  t he 
ft t&Ot  >. U- sXaisr  ix 

� f i r s t  t r ans f er ees . 's er i ous d i f f i c u l t i es toi 'uhu"u»t  wi t h t he coal  

r ' 

cr ew over  t he t er mi nat i on of  t hr ee member s of  t he c r ew. The 

admi ni s t r at i on t her eupon t er mi nat ed 43 addi t i onal  men. The f ol l ow-

i ng day t hei r ?\ posi t i ons wer e t hr own open t o anyone who woul d t ake 

t hem but  no J apanooe/ ĉame f o r w a r d s feaku t ho ¿- ©bs. Two days 

l a t er , t he admi ni s t r at i on gave way, r ehi r ed t he 43 t er mi nat ed wor ker  

and made c er t ai n concess i ons by pr omi s i ng t he cr ew member s, cover -
0 i  

.a l l s , gl oves and a mi d- mor ni ng s nac k . 1 

det ai l s as t o what  cause civ t h i s s 

al most  i mposs i bl e t o o bt ai n . Thu mi l l er  i ma uami  l nr ur med by 

oapanese t̂ hat  t heAc oal  er e t o was as s i s t ed by c er t ai n ambi t i ous 

l eader s f r om Topaz, men who des i r ed t o make a pl ace f o r  t hemsel ves 

i n t he Tul e Lake p o l i t i c s . One of  t he me r̂ ept a êd t o have t aken 

par t  i n t hi s ac t i v i t y gave t ho mwkt ur  t he f o l l owi ng account , he 

s t at ed t hat  he had been appr oached by f i ve men t wo of  whom wer e 

coal  cr ew f or emen and t o l d t hat  t her e was a gr i evance among t he 

coal  dr i v er s . A Cauc as i an i n char ge caught  c er t ai n of  t he coal  

cr ew "r es t i ng" because of  t he heat . He s t at ed, "You ar e get t i ng 

pai d <jj>16«00 a mont h and I  don't  want  t o see you l o af i ng on your  

j ob and r es t i ng l i k e t h i s . " The J apanese t her eupon s t at ed t hat  

t hey wer e bei ng f ed poor  f ood and t he wor k was t oo d i f f i c u l t . 

The Caucas i an r et or t ed t hat  t hei r  f ood di d not  concer n hi m; h i s 

r es po ns i b i l i t y was t o see t hat  t hey al l  wor ked. However , wi t h t he 

ass i s t ance o f  Mr . Mayeda, t he Head of  t he o i v i c Or gani zat i ons , t he 

mat t er  was s et t l ed and't he men who had been f i r ed wer e al l owed t o 

r et ur n wi t h f u l l  pay*5? 

MRA) � � 
Tul e Lake I nc i dent , Sequence of  Ev ent s , p . 1. 

Hankey , J Motes, Sept . 29, 1944, p . 3. 
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TH& PRhLI MI NARY ACT I VI T I ES OF THb; POL I T I CI ANS 

The coal  cr ew wor k st oppage of  Oc t ober  7 and t he o r gani zat i onal  

ac t i v i t i es mani f es t ed i n t he f ar  mor e ser i ous d i f f i c u l t i es whi ch 

wor e t o f o l l ow s t r ongl y i ndi c at e t hat  a c ons i der abl e amount  o f  

i ndi v i dual  po l i t i c a l  ac t i v i t y was i n i t i a t ed by evacuee p o l i t i c i ans , 

woul d- "be l eader s , i mmedi at el y af t er  t hei r  ent r y i nt o camp. I n t he 

openi ng weeks of  Oc t ober , c er t a i n men wer e al r eady at t empt i ng t o 

bu i l d up t hei r  pr es t i ge and es t ab l i s h a f o l l o wi ng. Smal l  meet i ngs 

wer e hel d I n t he homes of  t hese ambi t i ous per s ons , meet i ngs t o 

whi ch ot her  men o f  some po l i t i c a l  r eput at i on wer e i nv i t ed . One 

si .i al l  gr oup, headed by an i s s e i  who l at er  became f a i r l y pr omi nent  

i n t he domi nsQ t  pr e3sur e gr oup, di r ec t ed I t s ef f o r t s t o get t i ng a 

f oo t ho l d wi t h t he f ar m wor ker s» These I nf or mal l y o r gani zed gr oups 

of  men des i r ous of  becomi ng I n f l uent i a l  and I mpor t ant  i n t he f ut ur e 

o f  t he Tul e Lake Cent er  di s i nt egr at ed or  wer e 4dr awn I nt o t he 

Yfi  aaiir.̂ - - Mmmi'M ii'h»HII1 g nit îni  Oc t ober  16r# 

The Ol d Tul ean p o l i t i c i ans , however , wer e not  obl i v i ous t o the 

i nt ent i o ns of  t he new comer s . To count er ac t  t he po l i t i c a l  ac t i v i t i e 

of  t he i ncomi ng gr oup, pr omi nent  Tul eans hoped t o use t he P l anni ng 

Boar d, a body whi ch had ser ved as an i s s e i  adv i sor y c ounc i l  i n t he 

pr e- segr egat i on gr oup but  had been di s s o l v ed by Mr . Best  at  t he 

t i me of  s egr egat i on. As an Ol d Tul ean t̂ o l d t he wr i t er : "Some of  

t he b i g shot  Ol d Tul eans had pl anned t hat  t hat  o r gani zat i on (t he 

P l anni ng Boar d),, was go i ng t o be t he po l i t i c a l  boss t o r ul e Tul e 

L ak e , " These h i gh hopes wer e al s o dashed by |  t he unant i c i pat ed, 

spont aneous appear ance o f  t he ̂  ¿nf l p � luTik1, pr os sur e gr oup. 

"̂I nf or mat i on f r om Kur at omi , i b i d . , Apr i l  13, 1945, p . 3 . 
2F r om Ts uda, i b i d . , Apr i l  18, 1945, p . 2. 
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THE FARM TRUCK ACCI IE1MT 

Two ser i ous acc i dent s occur r ed i n mi d- Oct ober . On Oct ober  14t h 

a speedi ng f i r e t r uck answer i ng a c al l  t ur ned over . Thr ee f i r e-

men wer e ser i ous l y i n j ur ed. A f ar  more ser i ous acc i dent  occur r ed 

t he next  day, an event  whi ch pr oved t o be t he spar k whi ch t ouched 

o f f  t he accumul at i on of  communi t y gr i evances and l ed di r ec t l y 

t o t he convul s i on whi ch shook t he cent er  i n t he weeks t o f o l l ow. 

The dr i ver  of  a f ar m t r uck car r y i ng 30 passenger s t o t hei r  wor k 

on t he f ar m at t empt ed t o pass t he t r uck ahead. I n pas s i ng, t he 

r ear  wheel  dr opped ont o a sof t  shoul der . The t r uck t ur ned over , 

t hr owi ng most  of  t he passenger s out  upon t he gr ound and pi nni ng 

f i ve men under neat h. F i ve of  t he men wer e ser i ous l y i n j ur ed, one. 

T . Kashi ma di ed t he f o l l owi ng day. The r emai nder  wer e cut  and 

br u i s ed . 1 The dr i ver  of  t he t r uck was a young man, 19 year s o l d. 

MEETI NGS OF THE FARM WORKERS 

An acc i dent  of  t hi s magni t ude pr oduced an i mmedi at e st at e of  

exc i t ement  and t ens i on among t he camp r es i dent s . Wi t h a l ar ge 

pr opor t i on of  t he r es i dent s al r eady i n a st at e of  ext r eme J ^- ' ^V w i  

. s at i s f ac t i on wi t h t hei r  new f ound l ot  at  Tul e Lake t ens i on 

possessed'J t he' po t ent i al i t y of  t o a danger ous peak of  emot i onal  

unbal anc e. The bl ame, j us t l y or  unj us t l y , was put  upon t he admi ni s-

t r at i o n. Al most  i mmedi at el y, t he i ncor r ect  r umor  t hat  t he dr i ver  

of  t he t r uck was onl y 16 year s o l d and t hat  h i s empl oyment  r epr e-

sent ed depl or abl e negl i gence on t he par t  of  t he WRA f o r  pl ac i ng 

t he l i v es of  t he evacuees i n t he hands of  a mi nor , spr ead t hr ough 

t he camp. 

F̂ r om t he r epor t  pr esent ed bv Fent on H. Mahr t , Ass i s t ant  Chi ef  of  
I nt er nal  Secur i t y t o R. R. Bes t , Pr oj ec t  Di r ec t o r . 
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Thb IvILLTING OF THL FARM GROUP 

For  some t i me bef or e t hi s acc i dent  t he f ar mer s a l ar ge 

pr opor t i on of  whom wer e t r ans f er ees } had been i n a di sgr unt l ed 

and r esent f ul  st at e of  mi nd. They had r equest ed c l osed i ns t ead 

of  open t r ucks t o t r anspor t  t hem t o wor k, but  had been gi ven no 

s at i s f ac t i on. On t he ver y day of  t he acc i dent  t hey ar e s ai d t o 

have been st opped at  t he gat e by the sent r y because some of  t hem 

di d not  have pr oper  passes . Accor di ngl y some of  t hem di d not  eo 

t o wor k t hat  mor ni ng. An i nf or mant  s t at ed: 

"I  hear d t he wor ker s gr umbl i ng, »Why shoul d we go out  of  
t he pr o j ec t  t o wor k? I f  we have t o go t o al l  t h i s t r oubl e, whv 
s houl d we wo r k ? ' "2 ' J  

However , Mr . Sat o , t he head f or eman was abl e t o i nduce t he 

men t o r et ur n t o wor k t hat  af t er noon. On t he way t o wor k t he 

acc i dent  occur r ed, whi ch put  Mr . ât o i ^a d i f f i c u l t  pos i t i on. 

t he f ar m wo r k er j ê r e t r emendousl y af f ec t ed 

by t he acc i dent , f eel i ng t hemsel ves i n t he same danger  as t hei r  

i nj ur ed f r i ends and co- wor ker s. They hel d a meet i ng t he same day 

t he acc i dent  occur r ed. Pr evi ous t o t h i s , t he f ar mer s had made a 

pr el i mi nar y ef f o r t  at  o r gani zat i on, el ec t i ng a r epr esent at i ve f o r  

each cr ew. These cr ew r epr esent at i ves and t he f or emen met  i n 

t he bl ock 7 mess h a l l . The f ar m wor ker s and a l ar ge cr owd of  

cur i ous per sons gat her ed out s i de. Shocked, f r i ght ened and angr y, . 

t hei r  pr i mar y concer n was sel f - pr ot ec t i on, "unl ess t hey wer e saf e-

guar ded t hey woul d not  go out  of  t he c e n t e r . I t  has been pos-

s i bl e t o obt ai n ver y l i t t l e r el i abl e i nf or mat i on on what  t r anspi r ed 

at  t hi s or  t he f o l l owi ng f ar m meet i ngs . The f ar mer s wer e f or  t he 

Accor di ng t o Hat ano, t he Chai r man of  t he Far m Gr oup. 
2R . Hankey, not es , Apr i l  30, 1945, p . 2. 
3 R . Hankey, not es , Sept . 18, 1944, p . 6. 

Unde r  s t  andabl y , J  
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most  par t  si mpl e uneducat ed peopl e who vi ewed at t empt s t o get  

i nf or mat i on wi t h an enor mous suspi c i on whi ch i t  was i mpossi bl e t o 

br eak down. 

The exc i t ed f ar mer s el ec t ed a chai r man, Mr , Hat ano and 

dec i ded not  t o r et ur n t o wor k unt i l  t he admi ni s t r at i on t ook 

st eps t o pr event  f ur t her  acc i dent s and pr ov i ded adequat e compensa-

t i on f o r  t he i nj ur ed per sons . The f ar mer s wi shed i t  c l ear l y under -

st ood t hat  t hi s wor k st oppage was not  a "s t r i k e", f o r , t hey r easoned, 

a s t r i ke woul d gi ve t he admi ni s t r at i on j ust  cause f o r  t er mi nat i ng 

t hei r  empl oyment , an event ual i t y whi ch t hey wer e most  anxi ous t o 

avo i d. Thei r  ai m was "t o r ef use t o wor k" unt i l  t he i ssue was 

s et t l ed. Fur t her mor e, t hey dec i ded not  t o ext end t he wor k st oppage 

t o t hose wor ker s who car ed f or  t he hogs and chi ckens , a dec i s i on 



3« 5. Dr af t  I I  

di c t at ed par t l y out  of  cons i der at i on f or  t he ani mal s and 

pr obabl y , t o a l ar ger  ext ent , out  of  cons i der at i on of  t he f ac t  

t hat  t he ani mal s r epr esent ed an i mpor t ant  par t  of  t he camp's 

f ood suppl y . 

Cer t ai n of  t he mor e aggr ess i ve f ar mer s as wel l  as t he 
? 

ambi t i ous l eader s di d not  f a i l  t o per cei ve t hat  t hi s 

gr ave acc i dent  and t he wor k s t oppage, whi ch j eopar di zed t housands 

of  do l l ar s wor t h of  mat ur e cr ops (#150,000? ) o f f er ed an unpar al l el ed 

oppor t uni t y t o br i ng pr essur e on t he admi ni s t r at i on t o al l ev i at e 

t he numer ous r eal  and f anc i ed gr i evances of  the/yfrgijuwsi'BPomi  c and 

i mpr ove t he camp f ac i l i t i es . The suggest i on was put  f or war d t hat  

t he i ssue was t oo i mpor t ant  f o r  t he f ar mer s t o handl e al one and 

t hat  t hey shoul d get  camp- wi de suppor t . How t hi s suggest i on was 

r̂ ec ei ved i s not  known  ̂ Pr obabl y sent i ment  was di v i ded* . f r l uwe vm'f  

I  t oot her  meet i ng was he*.d feh«�*>vofHL- f .̂cu?,,.t ke* <£ay f o l l owi ng� 

Ui l  n t n̂g Rever end Kai  of  J e r o meMes s r s t  Takahf r shi  ancwKat o vj  

of  Topaz and pr obabl y ot her  J  weaa© rwfctoH.. The manner  i n whi ch 
f 

t hese "i nv i t at i o ns " wer e ext ended i s ques t i onabl e. Pr obabl y , t he 

more exc i t ed and i r at e f ar mer s , t hose most  des i r ous of  us i ng t he 

acc i dent  t o cr eat e a maj or  i nc i dent , t ook i t  upon t hemsel ves t o 

f unc t i on as a sel f  appoi nt ed commi t t ee. I n t hi s di s t i nc t l y unof -

f i c i a l  capac i t y , t hey i nv i t ed men who had t he r eput at i on of  ant i -

admi ni s t r at i on l eader s and capabl e or at or s i n t he cent er s f r om 

whi ch t hey had come.1 Rever end Kai  was a Buddhi st  pr i es t  ofi  afenong 

nnrl  b1 wee r e - prn i  ¡Tn who was hel d i n hi gh est eem by meny 

of  t he t r ans f er ees f r om J er ome. Mr . Takahashi . a much ol der  man. r 
had enj oyed a cons i der abl e r eput at i on as ,a l eader  i n Topaz« ( K̂ at i P  ̂

Thi s sec t i on based on i nf or mat i on whi ch Yamat ani  gave t o t he F BI . 
Exer pt s f r om FBI  Repor t  on Tul e Lake I nc i dent , p . 63. 
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was a ŷoung jfl  u. r  i  i i BMft .i l VTopaz These 

men wer e by no means i nsens i bl e t o "the oppor t uni t y t o i ncr ease t hei r  

P 

pr es t i ge whi ch t hi s s i t uat i on pr esent ed* 

Ver y l i k el y t hi s second meet i ng was hel d i n an ext r emel y 

emot i onal  at mospher e. The most  exc i t ed and agr ess i ve f ar mer s and 

t he "i nv i t ed" l eader s pr obabl y made f i er y , t abl e- poundi ng speeches , 

denounci ng t he car el essness of  t he admi ni s t r at i on and c al l i ng l i p on 

t he f ar mer s t o behave l i k e "t r ue J apanese. For  t hei r  own pr ot ec-

t i on t hey wer e exhor t ed not  t o r et ur n t o wor k unt i l  t he admi ni st r a-

t i on had pr ov i ded t he compensat i on t o whi ch t he i nj ur ed per sons 

wer e ent i t l ed, and had t aken st eps t o guar d agai ns t  a r ecur r amce. 

I n t he f ace of  t he emot i onal  st at e whi ch so ser i ous an acc i dent  

woul d pr oduce, i t  woul d not  be d i f f i c u l t  t o sway t he gr oup t o t he 

opi ni on t hat  t he acc i dent  shoul d be made a camp- wi de i s s u e A 

commi t t ee or  commi t t ees wer e appoi nt ed t o t ake t he necessar y s t eps , 

t o accompl i sh t h i s . Hash and r eck l ess sent i ment s woul d appeal  t o 

and be r eadi l y appr oved by t he maj or i t y of  per sons pr es ent . The 

f ew i ndi v i dual s who mi ght  di sappr ove woul d be af r ai d oç r eal i z i ng 

t hei r  hel p l es s nes s , woul d hes i t at e t o speak» I f  t hey di d speak 

t hey woul d be i gnor ed. 

A "st r ong- ar m" gr oup i s camp par l ance f o r  a l oosel y or gani zed 
body of  young men gi ven t o bo i s t er ous , v i o l ent , hoodl umi sh 
ac t i v i t i es . They i nvar i abl y come i nt o pr omi nence at  t i mes of  
t ens i on and c r i s i s . 

See pp. f o r  a di s cuss i on of  t he t emper ament  of  many of  t he 
l eader s of  t hi s per i od. 

3 
Thi s exhor t at i on t o behave l i k e a t r ue J apanese" i s f r equent l y 
used by bel l i ger ent  speaker s des i r ous of  ur gi ng some ac t i on upon 
t hei r  audi ence. Needl ess t o say , t he ac t i on pr oposed may be f ar  
r emoved f r om genui ne J apanese i deo l ogy , 

4 
Thi s r econs t r uc t i on i s based on di scuss i ons wi t h J Ni shi mot o, Kur i -
har a, and sever al  exper i enced po l i t i c i ans i n Tul e L ak e. The 

det ai l s come f r om Kur at omi  andVKat o, R. Hankey, Not es , Sept . 18, 
1944, pp. 5, 6. 

0 
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A r eso l ut i on was passed, l ay i ng t he bl ame f or  t he acc i dent  on 

t he WRA, f i r s t l y , f o r  empl oyi ng a mi nor  as a passenger  t r uck dr i ver  

('t he J apanese bel i eved t he dr i ver  - co oe 16 or  18 year s o l d. He 

was 19 . ) , and secondl y , f o r  t ak i ng no def i ni t e ac t i on t o pr event  

t he r i r e t r uck acc i dent  of  Oct ober  14t h. P i t  was dec i ded "t o 

±equest  and demand f or  l egi t i mat e ac t i on f r om t he admi ni s t r at i on 

and al so t o pr event  any such happeni ngs i n t he f u t ur e . " âr t  of  

t he f ar mer s ' r eso l ut i on r ead; 

"We wi s h t o br i ng about  t he so l ut i on of  var i ous ot her  pr obl ems 
i n t he c ent er . Thi s pr obl em shoul d be t he concer n of  al l  t he 
r es i dent s of  t ni s c ent er . We r esol ve t o make t ni s a cent er - wi de 
af f ai r  and we, t he Far m Wor ker s , wi l l  not  r et ur n t o our  pl gces of  
empl oyment  unt i l  our  r equest  f or  such i s graa t ed f u l l y . "1 w 

mm 
"COOPERATI ON" OF BLOCK MANAGERS GAI NED - -  BLOCK MANAGERS MEETI NG 
CALLED � 

I n or der  t o r ai se t he i nc i dent  t o t he st at ur e of  a cent er -

wi de af f a i r  i t  was necessar y t o put  t he mat t er  bef or e al l  of  t he 

r es i dent s . Tne most  conveni ent  mechani sm t hr ough whi ch t hi s coul d 

De accompl i shed was t he Bl ock Manager s Cent r al  Or gani zat i on or , 

The Ci v i c Or gani zat i ons , as t hi s body was t er med at  Tul e L ak e. 

The Ci v i c Or gani zat i ons cons i s t ed of  t he seven War d Repr esent at i ves 

a body f or med of  a bl ock Manager  f r om each war d, headed by a Chai r -

man, Ass i s t ant  Chai r man and Sec r et ar y . 

The gr eat  maj or i t y of  t hi s smal l  gr oup of  l eadi ng Bl ock Mana-

ger s cons i s t ed of  ol d T me a n s  ̂ l et , when t hey wer e appr oached by 

sever al  commi t t ees of  f ar mer s and t he newl y c r eat ed f ar mer s ' 

champi ons, wi t h t he pr opos i t i on t hat  t he f ar m acc i dent  be made a 

camp- wi de I ssue and t hat  a body, r epr esent i ng t he ent i r e camp, be 

el ec t ed t o handl e t he mat t er , t hey wer e obl i ged t o t ake ac t i on 

Tr ans l at ed f o r  t he wr i t er  by G. Kur at omi , f r om a r eso l ut i on 
passed by t he f ar mer s at  t hei r  second meet i ng. 
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whet her  t hey des i r ed t o or  no t . The at mospher e of  t he camp was 

ext r emel y t ense, t he peopl e ar oused, angr y and exc i t ed. Mor eover , 

accor di ng t o Mr . Adachi , a conser vat i ve Ol d Tul ean and a pr omi nent  

member  of  t he Ci v i c Or gani zat i ons , t he Bl ock Manager s t hemsel ves 

wer e of  t he opi ni on t hat  ac t i on shoul d be t aken t o i mpr ove f ood 

and mai nt enance. Si nce segr egat i on t hey had been on t he r ec ei v i ng 

end of  i nnumer abl e compl ai nt s f r om t he di s gr unt l ed, i r at e r es i dent s , 

"They l ooked f or war d t o i mpr ovement ; l i k e me, I ' d r at her  eat  some-

t hi ng bet t er  t han beans i f  I  coul d get  i t . M l  Accor di ng t o Mr . 

Hat ano, Mr . Mayeda, Head of  Ci v i c Or gani zat i ons f i r s t  r ef er r ed 

t he f ar mer s t o t he P l anni ng Boar d. Si nce t he P l anni ng Boar d 

"expl ai ned t hat  t hey wer e unabl e t o handl e i t " t he f ar mer s r et ur ned 

t o t he Ci v i c Or gani zat i ons and asked t hat  bl ock del egat es be 

el ec t ed t o handl e t he mat t er .55 Accor di ngl y , a meet i ng of  al l  t he 

Bl ock Manager s was c al l ed on Oct ober  16. They vot ed unani mousl y 

t o ho l d bl ock el ec t i ons f or  t he expr ess pur pose of  el ec t i ng t wo 

r epr esent at i ves f r om each bl oc k , an o f f i c i a l  r epr esent at i ve and 

an ass i s t ant  r epr es ent at i ve. These r epr esent at i ves wer e t o f or m 

t he body whi ch woul d under t ake ac t i on on t he f ar m ac c i dent . 

Unqual i f i ed suppor t  of  t he r eso l ut i on of  t he Far m Wor ker 's Gener al  

Meet i ng was expr essed and i t  was dec i ded t o r equest  v i s i t s f r om 

Di l l on o . wyer  ai d t he ¿Spani sh Consul . .The peopl es ' whol e hear t ed 

suppor t  was asked i n t ak i ng advant age of  t hi s oppor t uni t y t o 

i mpr ove t he l i v i ng condi t i ons of  t he c ent er . 3 Adachi  i nf or med 

t he wr i t er  t hat  t he Bl ock Manager s f e l t  t hat  i n t hi s mat t er  t hey 

wer e ac t i ng onl y as an i nst r ument  t o r el ay i nf or mat i on t o t he 

i R . Hankey, Not es , J an. 8, 1945, p . 1 . 
2 i b i d . , Apr i l  30, 1945, p. o . 

T̂ r ans l at ed f o r  t he wr i t er  by l i . Kur at omi , f r om r es o l ut i on passed 
at  t i ie Bl ock Manager s meet i ng, Oc t . 15, 1943. 
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peopl  q and. t hat  t hey we r e s t r i c t l y avoi di ng any i mpl i cat i on i n 

p o l i t i c s , 1 an i ngeni ous r at i o nal i zat i o n i ndeed. 

KLf r CTI ON OF THL KhPKbSKi J TATr /h BODY - -  THE DAI I1Y0 SHA KAI  

The Bl ock Manager s c al l ed meet i ngs i n t hei r  r espect i ve 

bl ocks and t he el ec t i ons wer e hel d. Si xt y- f our  r epr esent at i ves 

'R. Hankey, f l ot es, i b i d . 
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and an equal  number  of  as s i s t ant  r epr esent at i ves wer e sel ec t ed. 

0 Thi s body came t o be c al l ed t he Dal hyo Sha Kai  whi ch t r ans l at ed 

i nt o Engl i s h s i gn i f i ed "Repr esent at i ve Body ." The t i t l e was 

not  adopt ed or  sel ec t ed by t he gr oup but  was spont aneousl y t aken 

up by t he peopl e � 
« 

I t  I s d i f f i c u l t  t o get  conc l us i ve evi dence as t o how wel l  

t hese bl ock meet i ngs wer e at t ended. Adachi , who, as a pr omi nent  

member  of  t he Ci v i c Or gani zat i ons was i n an exc el l ent  pos i t i on t o 

know what  went  on, s t at ed t hat  he f el t  saf e i n sayi ng t hat  bet t er  

t han s i xt y per cent  of  t he adul t s i n camp at t ended t he meet i ngs . 

Mr s . âmaguchi , an honest  I nf or mant , s t at ed t hat  i n her  bl ock ¿ 68) 

t he at t endance was ver y l ar ge. "Ever ybody went  because t hey want ed 

t o know what  was goi ng o n . " 1 Lar ge at t endance at  t hi s t i me of  

c r i s i s was t o be expec t ed. I mpor t ant  t hi ngs wer e t r anspi r i ng and � 

w t he c ur i os i t y of  a f ac t - s t ar ved popul ace woul d be s uf f i c i ent  

i ncent i ve t o br i ng out  al most  ever y abl e bodi ed r es i dent . 

These el ec t i ons wer e hel d under  most  pecul i ar  c ondi t i ons . 

They wer e 

char ac t er i zed by ext r eme spont ani et y , a sense of  emer g-

ency , and gr eat  emot i onal i sm. I n most  sec t i ons of  camp, t he 

i nhabi t ant s of  t he bl ocks had l i v ed t oget her  f r om one t o t wo 

weeks. They wer e acquai nt ed onl y wi t h t hei r  f el l ow bl ock r es i dent s 

who had come f r om t hei r  own c ent er s . They wer e i nc l i ned t o sel ec t  

[ as t hei r  r epr esent at i ves bel l i ger ent , voc i f er ous i ndi v i dual s who 

had gai ned t he r eput at i on of  bei ng r̂ e s s i v e opponent s of  t he 

admi ni s t r at i on i n t he cent er s f r om whi ch t hey had come. L i t t l e 

or  no t hought  coul cUbef cgi ven t o ¿fee qual i f i c at i ons of  t he candi -
c 

dat es . I f , f o r  exampl e, t her e wer e a s uf f i c i ent  number  of  t r ans-

f er ees f r om Topaz i n one bl oc k , t hey woul d - ptrt  up a .not ed - ô i l o r  

1 i b i d . , 
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( X T c H t M K t y k ^J  - ivrs 

r- aam f l pfMp.hr makf l i "" (Qoeo t wi o need a der l ni t l un?�f t r - f i r - h and t he 

r emai ni ng r es i dent s , aa. het er ogeneous mi xt ur e f r om. J er ome, Gi l a , 

Hear t  Mount ai n, J Lnpag, Gr anada and Tul e Lake, ^¡ i f̂ h a v e al most  

no chance t o get  anyone el se el ec t ed. Thi s does not  i mpl y t hat  

al l  of  t he men el ec t ed wer e unbal anced hot - heads or  t hat  t her e was 

any di shonest y or  undue pr essur e used i n t he el ec t i o ns . Under  

t he ci r cumst ance s i t  i s d i f f i c u l t  t o see how, i n most  bl ocks , t he 

peopl e coul d do anyt hi ng el se but  sel ec t  tihfr  mmt  nhl r  tafritr  

�pound?** af  t hei r * nr qmi  I nter nee., an i ndi v i dual  whom t he admi ni s t r at i on 

woul d t er m an "ag i t at o r . " 3 

^I t  i s pr obabl e t hat  i n many bl ocks t he peopl e di d not  even 

vot e, s i nce at  meet i ngs of  t hi s sor t  a man may get  up, speak f or  a 

f r i end or  acquai nt ance and secur e h i s appoi nt ment  by popul ar  acc l ai m. 

The peopl e ar e car r i ed away by t he or at or y of  t he speaker  and appl aud 

hi m v i gor ous l y . No one el se has t he cour age or  i nt er es t  t o put  

f or war d anot her  nomi nee, and t he obj ec t  of  t he speech r ecei ves t he 

pos i t i on "by appoi nt ment . 

On Oct ober  17 t he i nj ur ed f ar mer s f or mal l y pl aced al l  negot i a-

t i ons and c l ai ms r egar di ng t he acc i dent  "i n t he hands of  t he 

acc i dent  commi t t ee sel ec t ed f r om t he c o l oni s t s " by whi ch t hey 

meant  t he âl hyo Sha Kal , s i gni ng t he f o l l owi ng st at ement : 

Al l  negot i at i ons and c l ai ms whi ch I  may have wi t h W. R. A. 
concer ni ng t he acc i dent  whi ch happened on Oct ober  15, 1943 on t he 
Far m Road, I  her eby put  i n t he hands of  t he acc i dent  commi t t ee 
sel ec t ed f r om t he co l oni s t s whi ch wi l l  be my r epr esent at i ve 

Thi s st at ement  was obt ai ned by Kur at omi  and sever al  ot her  of  

t he newl y el ec t ed member s of  t he r epr esent at i ve body or  t he Dai hyo 

Sha Kal . Kur at omi  expl ai ned t o t he wr i t er  t hat  t hey obt ai ned 

- ��Several  i nf or mant s have i mpl i ed t hat  t hi s happened i n t hei r  bl oc k s . 
The wr i t er  has obser ved par al l el es i n Gi l a , c i t e Oda, F eb. or  Mar . »44 

Fr om a copy of  t hi s st at ement  shown t o t he wr i t er  by K a t o . 
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a st at ement  f r om each f ar mer  as t o t he ext ent  of  h i s i n j ur i es , 

h i s name and h i s age 

F I HST MEETI NG OF THE. DAI HYO SHA KAI  

On Oct ober  17 t he el ec t ed or  appoi nt ed r epr esent at i ves met  

i n t he bl ock 16 mess hal l  and hel d t hei r  f i r s t  f or mal  meet i ng. 

The mi nut es of  t h i s and l at er  sess i ons wer e l at er  conf i s cat ed by 

t he I nt er nal  Secur i t y and t r ans l at ed i nt o Engl i s h by Hyakut ar o 

Mor i , v i ce- pr es i dent  of  t he Dai hyo Sha. Sever al  r el i abl e i nf or -

mant s have s t at ed t hat  when i t  became appar ent  t hat  t he mi nut es 

mi ght  be c onf i s c at ed, the J apanese secr et ar y er ased por t i ons of  

t he mi nut es whi ch he t hought  mi ght  i ncr i mi nat e f r i ends . These 

document s must  t her ef or e be empl oyed wi t h c i r cumspect i on. For -

t unat el y , Mr . Kur at omi  checked and cor r ect ed t hese mi nut es f o r  

t he wr i t er  and Mr . Q| at o>) a member  of  t he Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee, 

desc r i bed t he f i r s t  meet i ng i n gr eat  det a i l . Wi t h t hi s ass i s t ance 

i t  was poss i bl e t o avoi d ser i ous er r o r s , t r ace down some of  t he 

i nser t i ons and omi ss i ons , and obt ai n an unusual l y ani mat ed pi c t ur e 

of  at  l eas t  t he f i r s t  meet i ng. These mi nut es wi l l  be di scussed 

i n det ai l  f o r , wi t h al l  t hei r  er r or s and ambi gui t i es , t hey ar e 

ver y s i gni f i c ant  document s and r eveal  t he psychol ogi cal  st at e and 

t he mot i ves and i nt ent i ons of  t he body, whi ch wer e i n l ar ge par t  

mi sunder st ood by t he admi ni s t r at i on. 

Thi s meet i ng was at t ended by 64 men, each r epr esent i ng a bl oc k , 

and by ot her s r ef er r ed t o as "non- Dai hyo Sha. " The l at t er  wer e 

r epr esent at i ves,of  t he Mot or  Poo l , t he Hog Far m, t he Agr i c ul t ur al  

Di v i s i on and cer t ai n ot her  uni dent i f i ed per sons who at t ended t he 

meet i ng on t hei r  own i nv i t at i o n, nyakut ar o Mor i , one of  t he ; t  . 

ambi t i ous po l i t i c i ans  ̂ was appoi nt ed" t empor ar y chai r maM by < � // js-

1 R . Hankey, Not es . Apr i l  9, 1945, p . 3. 
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appl aus e.1 I t  was t hen suggest ed t hat  al l  non- member s l eave t he 

f l oor  t o f ac i l i t at e t he c al l i ng of  t he r o l l  but  t hi s was not  done. 

Nomi nat i on wer e t hen made f or  t he post  of  per manent  chai r man 

and Toshi o (Geor ge; Kur at omi  was el ec t ed, obt ai ni ng exac t l y h i  f  

t he 58 vot es c as t : Kur at omi , 29 vot es ; H. Mor i , 20 vot es ; A. 

Takahashi , 9 vot es . The def eat  of  Mr . Takahashi  shoul d be r emar ked 

upon her e, f o r  l at er  i t  was wi del y r umor ed t hat  he, a pr omi nent  

Topaz t r ans f er ee, covet ed and expect ed t o obt ai n t he pos i t i on of  

chai r man or  at  l eas t  a pos i t i on on t he Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee. 

Sever al  i nf or mant s have hi nt ed t hat  he car r i ed h i s j eal ousy of  

Messr s . Kai  and Kur at omi  t o t he poi nt  of  bet r ay i ng t he Dai hyo Sha 

t o t he Admi ni s t r at i on. Mi et her  he was ac t ual l y gui l t y of  t r each-

er ous i nf or mi ng cannot  be det er mi ned. Hov/ever , t he mi nut es of  

t he Dal hyo Sha meet i ngs and ot her  document s gi ve cons i der abl e 

evi dence t hat  he was uncooper at i ve and st r ove r epeat edl y t o obt ai n 

per sonal  pr es t i ge. Mor eover , he l at er  became advi sor  t o t he body 

whi ch ac t i vel y opposed t he po l i c i es of  t he Dal hyo Sha. Al t hough 

he was a ver y pr omi nent  member  of  t he "agi t at i ng gr oup," he was 

never  ar r est ed by t he WRA or  t he Ar my. Thi s f ac t  has al ways been 

r egar ded wi t h suspi c i on by camp r es i dent s . 

On bei ng asked t o expl ai n how a per son was appoi nt ed "by appl ause" 
^r ^K a t o s t at ed t hat  sever al  peopl e woul d be nomi nat ed and t he one 

ni l ****'L f g n e a t e s t  appl ause woul d be cons i der ed t he success f ul  
t ^ f  f n i s ambi guous. What  us ual l y happens i s 
t hat  an i nt er es t ed gr oup get s t oget her  bef or e a meet i ng and dec i des 
whom t hey wi l l  nomi nat e. The name i s t hen put  f or war d a S i f  t he 

t h£ j I f l r a o s i  al ways r ecei ves enough appl ause t o get  hi m 
£ 0 n * 1 1 3 n o t > t her ef or e, a met hod of  sel ec t i ng one or  

more men f r om a gr oup of  nomi nees. Rat her , i t  amount s t o a f or ced 

. i T c ^ ^ t f n g s r 0  ̂ ^ a The pr ocedur e i s ver y common 
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t  

F o l l owi ng t he el ec t i on of  Mr . Kur at omi , Mr . Mor i  was sel ec t ed 

as vi ce- chai r man, hav i ng r ecei ved t he second l ar ges t  number  of  

vo t es . I t  was dec i ded t hat  sec r et ar i es need not  be Dai hyo Sha Kal  

member s and H. Kat ayama, Tanaka, and S. Komi ya wer e appoi nt ed 

J apanese sec r et ar i es whi l e S, Qi ato ¡J ras appoi nt ed Engl i s h 

sec r et ar y . These men wer e al so sel ec t ed by appl ause. 

Kur at omi  t hen addr essed t he body, emphasi zed t hat  t hi s meet i ng 

was of  gr eat  s i gni f i c anc e t o t he co l oni s t s and t hat  t he member s 

shoul d r ef r ai n f r om r ash and i ncons i der at e wor ds dur i ng t he di s-

cuss i on. Ther eupon Kazama, of  t  

fm jm3 >y îfTy m gul j 11i twi .'), t ook t he f l oor  and r ead t he f ar m 

wor ker s ' r es o l ut i on. Chai r man Kur at omi  r ecommended t hat  bef or e 

t hi s t opi c was opened f or  di s c us s i on, t he bcPdy shoul d deci de upon 

some def i ni t e po l i cy f or  t he f ut ur e� Rever end Kai , t he r epr esent a-

t i ve f r om bl ock 5, suggest ed t hat  s i nce t i me was l i mi t ed, t he body 

shoul d pr oceed wi t h some s pec i f i c agenda. Kur at omi  asked i f  t hey 

shoul d begi n wi t h t he r epor t  of  t he f ar m i nc i dent  and Kai  r ecommended 

t hat  t he f ar m gr oup shoul d pr esent  t hei r  r ecommendat i on. Thi s 

was accor di ngl y done by Mr . Kat ano, chai r man of  t he f ar m gr oup. 

The r ecommendat i ons wer e: (1) Pr osecut i on of  t he r espons i bl e 

par t i es , (2) Ter mi nat i on of  mi nor s , (3) Ur gency of  consul t at i on 

wi t h t he Admi ni s t r at i on and t he Spani sh Consul , (4) Repor t  of  t he 

consul t at i on wi t h t he Admi ni s t r at i on shoul d be submi t t ed t o t he 

Spani sh Consul  as soon as pos s i bl e, and (5) Di s pos i t i on of  t he 

case of  t hose i nj ur ed i n t he f ar m ac c i dent . 

Rev, Kai  t hen suggest ed t hat  Ni s hi ok a, t he f or eman of  t he 

Mot or  Pool  gi ve an expl anat i on of  t he empl oyment  of  mi nor s . 

Ni shi oka and t wo ot her  r epr esent at i ves of  t he Mot or  Pool  s ec t i on, 
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Mat sunaga and Okamot o al t er nat el y r el at ed t he st or y of  t he acci -

dent  t o t he assembl ed body. Thei r  gr eat  appr ehens i on l es t  t hey 

phr as i ng of  t he mi nut es and i s i ndi cat i ve of  t he t ens i on and 

f ear  al r eady ex i s t i ng i n camp. AKat o 

"The r epr esent at i ves of  t he Mot or  Pool  wer e r eal l y scar ed t o 
deat h. They apol ogi zed and gave condol ence. 

The mot or  pool  empl oyees apol ogi zed f or  t he f ac t  t hat  some of  

t he dr i ver s wer e mi nor s . No doubt  t hey f el t  par t i al l y r espons i bl e 

f or  t n i s . They s t at ed t hat  t hey wer e doi ng t hei r  ut most  t o br i ng 

about  a sat i s f ac t or y di s pos i t i on of  t he case and appeal ed t o t he 

Dal hyo Sha t o gi ve t hem f u l l  suppor t . Mr . Ni shi oka al so expl ai ned 

t he WRA r egul at i on on t he age of  dr i ver s and i t  was concl uded 

t hat  accor di ng t o t hi s r egul at i on t he empl oyment  of  a 16 year  

o l d boy was a v i o l at i on. (Thi s di s c uss i on di d not  have much po i nt , 

f o r  t he dr i ver  i nvol ved i n t he f at al  acc i dent  was 19 year s o l d. 

Thi s f ac t  was not  known ei t her  t o t he bo d̂y or  t o t he c o l o n i s t s . ) 

Sever al  quest i ons wer e t hen asked: whet her  t hese r egul at i ons 

wer e appl i cabl e out s i de t he f enc e; whet her  t he dr i ver s had chauf -

f eu r ' s l i c enc es or  oper at o r 's l i c enc es ; whet her  Soc i al  Secur i t y 

compensat i on appl i ed t o such cases ; whet her  i nsur ance was pr ov i ded 

f o r . None of  t he quest i ons wer e c l ear l y answer ed and i t  was 

suggest ed f r om t he f l oor  t hat  a commi t t ee be sel ec t ed t o c l ar i f y 

t he mat t er . Rev. Kai  suggest ed t hat  i ns t ead, t he body shoul d pr o-

ceed wi t h t he ur gent  pl ans r egar di ng negot i at i on on t he i nc i dent . 

Kur at omi  suggest ed t hat  I ns t ead of  at t empt i ng t o appr oach t he 

whol e i ssue at  t hi s t i me, t he body shoul d sel ec t  a number  of  

R. Hankey, Not es , Nov. 10, 1944, p . 2. 

be hel d r espons i bl e awkwar d 
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commi t t ee3 t o make I nves t i gat i ons by depar t ment s . Takahashi  s t at ed 

t hat  he wi shed t o make c l ear  t he l egal i t y of  16 year  o l d dr i ver s 

and t he appl i c abi l i t y of  acc i dent  i nsur ance bef or e goi ng i nt o t he 

mat t er  of  appoi nt i ng commi t t ees. Kur at omi  r epl i ed t hat  he woul d 

have t he i nves t i gat i ng commi t t ee go i nt o t hese ques t i ons . The 

r epr esent at i ves of  t he Mot or  Pool  wer e t hen excused * 

Uchi da t hen asked i f  t he f or eman of  t he agr i c ul t ur al  d i v i s i o n 

had no t i f i ed t he Admi ni s t r at i on of  t he acc i dent  wi t hi n 48 hour s 

of  i t s occur r ance. The c hi ef  f ar m f or eman, Sat o, an ol d Tul ean, 

whom t he wr i t er  knows as an ext r emel y caut i ous i ndi v i dual  r ep l i ed: 

"As 1 was af r ai d t o be t aken as i f  I  wer e t ak i ng s i de of  t he 
Admi ni s t r at i on, I  hes i t at ed t o go al one t o r epor t  t hi s mat t er � 
I  di d no t , as y et , make any r epor t  t o the Admi ni s t r at i on." 

I n expl anat i on of  t hi s mat t er , Mr K̂ abQ t o l d t he wr i t er s 

"i n Post on wher e t hey had a s i mi l ar  case, al l  t he acc i dent s 
had t o be r epor t ed wi t hi n 48 hour s . Uchi da asked i f  ¿»ato had 
r epor t ed i t . Sat o st at ed t hat  he hadn' t  because i f  he di d go t o 
t he .¿di ni ni s t r  a t  i  on, t he peopl e woul d br and hi m as an i nu. Uchi da 
s t at ed t hat  t hey must  make a commi t t ee as soon as poss i bl e and see � 
i f  t he Admi ni s t r at i on had made a pr oper  r epor t  t o Washi ngt on and 
t o t he Uni t ed St at es Empl oyment  Compensat i on."1 

Rev. Kai  s t at ed t hat  he quest i oned Sat o 's r es po ns i bi l i t y , 

s i nce Sat o, as a r espons i bl e man, had not  r epor t ed t he acc i dent  

i mmedi at el y . He r epeat ed Uc hi da1s suggest i on t hat  a commi t t ee be 

f or med t o consul t  wi t h t he Admi ni s t r at i on and was l oudl y appl auded.2 

&ev . Kai  t hen r epeat ed t he suggest i on al r eady made by Kur at omi  

t hat  a number  of  commi t t ees be f or med t o i nves t i gat e t he numer ous 
fU 

mat t er s whi ch r equi r ed i mpr ovement . Mohr i  backed hi m up say i ng: 

"I mpr ovement  of  r oads , shower  r ooms, l at r i ne3, and al so t he 
i ns i de of  t he >less hal l s shoul d be t aken up wi t h t he Admi ni s t r at i on. 
We cannot  af f o r d t o negl ec t  or  i gnor e such i mpor t ant  mat t er s as 
i mpr ovement  of  l i v i ng condi t i ons at  t hi s t i n e . " 

1 l b i d . 
T̂hi s was done and t he commi t t ee v/as no t i f i ed by t he Admi ni s t r at i on 
t hat  a r epor t  had been made. 
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? 

Mr . I zumi  of  Hear t  Mount ai n, who was not  a member  of  t he 

Dai hyo Sha st ood up and r emar ked t hat  at  Hear t  Mount ai n $125 mont hl y 

was <*i ven t o t he i mmedi at e f ami l y o f  t he deceased i n a case l i k e 

t h a t . 1 

I keda t hen r epor t ed t hat  T. Kashi ma, one of  t he f ar mer s i nj ur ed, 

was i n a ver y c r i t i c al  c ondi t i on. The i mpr essi ve s i l ence whi ch 

f e l l , a char ac t er i s t i c so t ypi cal  of  J apanese gr oups under  st r ong 

emot i onal  t ens i on, i s awkwar dl y but  s i gni f i c ant l y expr essed by 

h o 

t he t r ans l at or s : "Si l enc e r ei gned t he meet i ng," 

Thi s sol emn moment  was f o l l owed by a ser i es of  suggest i on on 

t he i mpr ovement  of  l i v i ng condi t i on and cent er  f ac i l i t i es by 

f our  di f f er ent  bl ock r epr es ent at i ves . One compl ai ned t hat  onl y 

one ambul ance was avai l abl e f or  use i n t he c ent er , anot her  sue;-

j es t ed t hat  t he publ i c school  ( J apanese) shoul d be opened, anot her  

t hat  t he f i r e depar t ment  be i mpr oved and t hat  t he wat er  suppl y be 

i nc r eas ed. Hayashl  of  bl ock 52 s t at ed: 

" I  have Deen i nf or med f r om an aut hent i c sour ce t hat  f ar m 
pr oduct s ar e bei ng t r anspor t ed t o t he Army and wavy. I  demai  d t hat  
t hi s body - Cake ac t i on and i nves t i gat e f u l l y . I f  f ac et s ar e est a-
bl i s hed, we shoul d al t oget her  r ef use shi pment  t o t he o ut s i de. " 

now t hi s suggest i on was r ecei ved by t he body i s not  aeauc i bl e 

f r om t ho mi nut es , but  i t  l at er  became one of  t he s i gni f i c ant  poi nt s 

t aken up wi t h t he Admi ni s t r at i on by t he Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee» 

syonol ogi cal  1 y i t  i s a ver y i nt er es t i ng poi nt  s i nce i t  bet r ays t he 

st r ong nat i onal i s t i c f eel i ng whi ch many of  t he segr egee s , as 

J apanese l oyal  t o J apan, f e l t  obl i ged t o exh i b i t . The i dea of  

pr oduc i ng f ood f or  t he Amer i can ar med f or ces was most  r epel l ent  

In. 

2 
Thi s was obvi ous l y an i ncor r ec t  s t at ement . 

t or . Kashi ma had al r eady di ed, but  h i s deat h had not  yet  been 
announced by t he admi ni s t r at i on. 
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and, t hey f ear ed, woul d get  t hem i nt o ser i ous t r oubl e when t hey 

r et ur ned t o J apan* 

" ât o (bpId t he wr i t er  t hat  t hi s par t  of  t he meet i ng was mar ked 

by ext r eme c onf us i on. 

"Var i ous Dai hyo Sha member s wor e compar i ng Tul e Lake wi t h t he 
cent er s f r om whi ch t hey can®. A man woul d get  up and y e l l , »I n 
J er ome f ood was l i ke t h i s . ' Then mo t her  guy woul d got  up and 
y e l l , »I n Topaz, hous i ng was l i ke t hi s* » w 

H good exampl e of  t hi s bombast i c t ype of  speech was r ecor ded 

i n t he mi nut e s : 

xi ur l har a; P r oper t i es owned by t he co l oni s t s ar e t hei r  as s et s , 
whi ch we shoul d pr event  l oss by f i r e or  t hef t  by al l  moans. Ther e-
f o r e, I  r ecommend t hat  t he f i r e depar t ment  of  t hi s Cent er  be 
i mpr oved, by pr ov i di ng mor e f i r e ext i ngui s her s , f i r © hos e, and 
t r ucks , hven t hough t he popul at i on i n Hear t  Mount ai n i s l ess t han 
t hi s Cent er , t hey have more and bet t er  f i r e equi pment s . For  i ns-
t ance, t hey have 25,000 f eet  of  hose and f i r e ext i ngui sher  i n each 
apar t ment . Wi nce our  bank account s ar e f r ozen and we have no 
ot her  means of  i ncome t han our  meager  sal ar y , we shoul d be pr o-
v i ded wi t h al l  t hese necessar y equi pment  t o pr event  f i r e . I  under -
st and t hat  i n some bl oc ks , es pec i al l y bl ock 59, t hey have i nsuf -
f i c i ent  wat er  suppl y and t hey ar e ver y much handi capped. I  r ecom-
mend t hat  at  l eas t  200 gal l ons of  wat er  per  per son dai l y shoul d 
be al l o t t ed. 

Takahashi  event ual l y "br ought  a st op t o t hi s de l uge of  compar i -

sons wi t h ot her  cent er s and moved t hat  t he body pr oceed wi t h t he 

bus i ness t o be di scussed and deci de what  i s sues 3houl d be pr esent ed 

t o t he Admi ni s t r at i on. As expl ai ned by Ĵ at osM 

"Thi s (t he compl ai nt s ) was not  get t i ng anywher e. We must  
sel ect  a commi t t ee t o negot i at e wi t h t he Admi ni s t r at i on and c l ose 
t he meet i ng. Kur at omi  sai d we must  set  up di f f er ent  commi t t ees 
because one commi t t ee cannot  handl e ever y t hi ng. He suggest ed 
var i ous commi t t ees such as f i r e and s ani t at i on, et c . 

Kur at omi  pr eceded wi t h t he pl an f or  f or mi ng t he var i ous 

commi t t ees and t hei r  names wer e wr i t t en on t he bl ackboar d by t he 

Vi ce- chai r man Mor i  ; Sani t at i on and Bet t er ment  of  L i v i ng Condi t i on 

Commi t t ee, Far m I nc i dent  Set t l ement  Commi t t ee, Hospi t al  Commi t t ee, 

K . i i ankey, mot es, i b i d . , p . 3« 
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Mess Hal l  and Pood Suppl y Commi t t ee, Educat i on Commi t t ee, Negot i at -

i ng or  Cent r al  Commi t t ee« 

Fr om t hi s poi nt  on bot h meet i ng and mi nut es become i ncr eas-

i ngl y c haot i c . Much of  t hi s I s due t o a hopel ess l y conf used t r ans-

l at i o n , On check i ng t h i s sec t i on wi t h bot h Kur at omi  and Kat o i t  

was f ound t nat  sever al  of  nur at omi 's r emar ks wer e at t r i but ed t o a 

"vo i ce f r om t he f l o o r " whi l e i ncor r ec t  speeches ar e at t r i but ed t o 

Kur at omi . => Engl i s h secr et ar y of  t he Dal hyo Sha, gave a 

much more coher ent  desc r i pt i on of  t h i s sec t i on f r om h i s own no t es . 

"Mr . Wada asked about  t he (member s of  t he hog and chi cken 
f ar m) wor ki ng or  not  wor ki ng and sai d t hat  ( i n t hi s mat t er ) t hey 
wer e wi l l i ng t o co- oper at e wi t h t he Dal hyo Sha maj or i t y . Mr . 
Kubot a of  bl ock 17 al so s t at ed, 'Yes , we shoul d l i ke t o know 
whet her  t o wor k .1 

"Mr . Kodama s ai d, 'The hogs and pi gs ar e l i v i ng t h i ngs , so 
we shoul d act  accor di ng t o common s ens e. ' Mr . Takahashi  gave an 
exampl e of  Topaz whor e he came f r om. He s t at ed we shoul d°j us t  
f eed t hem and come home. 

"Af t er  t hat  t he bus i ness of  the hogs was f or got t en" (but  i t  
was br ought  up agai n l a t e r ) . 

"i Ar , Hat ano t he f ar m chai r man, st at ed t hat  many wer e unempl oyed 
so ve shoul d t r y t o got  unempl oyment  compensat i on. Uchi da of  37 
s t at ed t hat  t he most  i mpor t ant  pr obl em at  t he moment  i s t he peopl e 
i nvol ved I n t he acc i dent  and t he acc i dent  i t s e l f . We shoul d c l ar i f y 
t he pr obl em f i r s t . " 

Kur at omi  t hen br ought  t he body back t o t he pr ess i ng bus i ness 

of  ar r angi ng f o r  t he sel ec t i on of  t he commi t t ees and al so s t r essed 

t he necess i t y of  f or mi ng a Cent r al  Commi t t ee t o co- or di nat e t he 

wor k of  t he ot her  commi t t ees. Thi s body, t he pr oposed Cent r al  

Commi t t ee, l at er  came t o bo known as t he Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee 

and c ar r i ed on t he negot i at i ons wi t h Mr . Best  and Mr . Myer . Kur a-

t omi  suggest ed t hat  t he commi t t ees be sel ec t ed on a war d bas i s , 

i . e . , each of  t he seven war ds i n camp woul d have one man on each 

commi t t ee. The member s of  t he Dal hyo Sha wer e t o meet  i n t hei r  
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r espec t i ve war ds t he f o l l owi ng mor ni ng and each war d was t o sel ec t  

one man f o r  each commi t t ee, t hus f or mi ng a commi t t ee of  seven men.  ̂

I t  mi ght  be added t hat  t h i s was put t i ng t he r es pons i bi l i t y of  

sel ec t i ng t he commi t t ees on t he shoul der s of  a ver y f ew men, s i nce 

each war d cons i s t ed of  ni ne bl ocks on t he aver age. I n a l l  f a i r nes s , 

however , i t  shoul d al so be ment i oned t hat  t hese commi t t ees wer e 

I nt ended t o be t empor ar y. 

The mat t er  of  f eedi ng t he hogs and chi ckens was now r ei nt r o-

duced. Al t hough t hi s i s a mi nor  mat t er , t he ar gument  whi ch appear s 

t o be f a i t h f u l l y r epr oduced, i s most  enl i ght eni ng on t he psychol o-

gi cal  bent  of  t he men pr esent  at  t h i s meet i ng. The ext r eme r adi c al s 

ar gued f o r  not  f eedi ng t hem. The mor e sens i bl e peopl e, r eal i z i ng 

t hat  t he f ood woul d be t aken f r om t hei r  own mout hs, ar gued f o r  

f eedi ng t hem, s t at i ng "Af t er  a l l , t hey ar e l i v i ng t h i ngs , " 

Akl yama: . . .Si nce t he i nc i dent  occur r ed i n t he agr i cul t ur al  
depar t ment  al l  t he f ar m wor ker a st opped wor k i ng. Doesn*t  t hat  
cr eat e some f r i c t i o n wi t h t he f ar m wor ker s i f  t he hog and chi cken 
f ar m wor ker s cont i nue t o wor k . 

ûr at oml ; I f  c er t ai n depar t ment  empl oyees st op woric al t oget her  i t  
wi l l  bo r egar ded as a s t r i k e. The hogs and chi ckens shoul d be 
f ed, a a we have not  dec i ded on a - st r i ke . (No r eac t i on f r om t he 
f l o o r . ) 

l l d̂a: 1 wi sh t o ndce t hi s poi nt  c l ear  f or  t he wor ker s of  t he hog 
and chi cken f ar m. Whet her  i t  i a appr oved by t hi s Commi t t ee t o 
cont i nue t o wor k . 

Takat a: Si nce t he f ar m wor ker s st opped wor k i ng, why shoul d t hey 
C:og and chi cken f ar ;:, wor ker s) cont i nue t o wor k . That 's not  
co- oper at i on, t o my mi nd. 

Voi ce f r om t he f l o o r : St r i ke i s not  dec l ar ed. Ther ef o r e, at  
l eas t  ani mal s shoul d be f ed by co l oni s t  wor ker s, ot her wi se we wi l l  
be shor t  on f ood s t u f f , es pec i al l y i n meat  and egg* 

Kodamas I  am sur e t hat  upon dec l ar at i on of  a gener al  s t r i k e , a l l  
di v i s i ons and sec t i on wor ker s shoul d st op wor k al t oget her . Unt i l  
t hen, cont i nue wor k. 

1 i b i d . , p . 26. 
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Xakat as Wo di d not  come t o Tul e Lake t o get  J obs . We came her e 
f or  t he pur pose of  r et ur ni ng t o J apan. The cent er  management  
shoul d be t aken car e by t he Army and t he Admi ni s t r at i on. We have 
no r es pons i bi l i t y as f ar  as management  of  t he Cent er  I s concer ned* 
Ther ef o r e, why do we not  suppor t  t he f ar m wor ker s and go i nt o a 
s t r i k e. 

Chai r : We wi l l  br i ng up t he i ssue t o t he Admi ni s t r at i on j us t  as 
soon as t he commi t t ee compl et e i t s i nves t i gat i on and pr epar at i on. 

I ke da: Si nce t he M. P . ' s have conf i s cat ed our  passes f o r  no r easen 
at  al l  i t  means t hat  we ar e pr ohi bi t ed f r om goi ng out  of  t he f enc e. 
Why shoul d we cont i nue t o wor k? 

Chai r ? We have absol ut e conf i dence t hat  wo wi l l  wi n i n t hi s 
consul t at i on wi t h t he Admi ni s t r at i on on t hi s I s s ue. However , we 
3houl d t hi nk about  t he t i no of  t hi s negot i at i on. I f  t he hog f ar m 
v/or ker s shoul d s t r i ke at  t h i s t i me and pr ove t o be a f a i l u r e, we 
have no excuse t o o f f er  t hose I n j ur ed. 

TJ chi da: We have never  had chi cken or  por k on our  t abl es and I  
pr esume t hat  hogs and chi ckens do no t  bel ong t o us . Why shoul d 
wo assume r es pons i bi l l t y f o r  anyt hi ng t hat  doesn't  bel ong t o us? 

The quest i on of  whet her  t he hog and pi g f ar m wor ker s shoul d 

cont i nue wor ki ng was event ual l y put  t o a vot e� I t  was dec i ded t o 

cont i nue f eedi ng t he ani mal s -  58 t o 7. I n spi t e of  t he r ash 

suggost i ons of  t he hot heads , t he body as a whol e was aver se t o 

l et t i ng t he pi gs and chi ckens s t ar ve, pr obabl y because such ac t i on 

woul d make t he "wor k st oppagen an unquest i onabl e "s t r i k en and 

because, t hough t hey had as yet  r ecei ved l i t t l e or  no chi cken or  

por k at  mess, t hey di d not  wi sh t o cut  t hemsel ves o f f  per manent l y 

f r om t hi s pot ent i al  suppl y . 

Af t er  t he meet i ng was adj our ned someone supi nest ed t hat  t he 

f ar m wor ker s mi ght  t hi nk t he st r i ke had been post poned and mi ght  

r et ur n t o wor k on Monday, uc t . � Ki i r at omi  st at ed t hat  announce-

ment s woul d be made i n t he mess hal l s by t he bl ock manager s t o 

sr oi d t h i s . 

Anal ys i s of  Meet i ng and Char act er  of  Leader s 

Thi s meet i ng was chaot i c , er r adt i c , di sor gani zed and emot i onal  
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i n t he f o l l owi ng not ewor t hy st at ement : 

"At  t he f i r s t  Pal hyo 3ha meet i ng I  d i dn ' t  l i k e t he at mospher e 
mysel f . They wer e emot i onal l y mor e t han 100% f o r  J apan. I  doubt ed 
ver y much ( i f ) t he speaker s wer e 100% or  whet her  t hey wer e j us t  
ac t i ng. The at mospher e at  t hat  t i me was such t hat  t her e was n't  
any chance t o speak up i f  you di s agr eed. I f  anybody di d speak 
up { 

peopl e. However , under  t he emot i onal  s t r ess and t ens i on of  t h i s 

per i od, nor mal  per sons woul d make st at ement s and commi t  ac t s whi ch 

t hey woul d l at er  r egr et , whi l e unbal anced per sons woul d go al most  

ber ser k , a phenomenon f or  whi ch t he mi nut es suppl y much ev i denc e. 

Some of  t he member s wer e undoubt edl y on t he al er t  f or  any 

oppor t uni t y t o di s t i ngui s h t hemsel ves as publ i c ser vant s . A 

cons i der abl e number  had par t i c i pat ed i n some t ype of  negot i at i on 

wi t h t he admi ni s t r at i on i n t hei r  f or mer  c ent er s . Hav i ng commi t t ed 

t hemsel ves t o r et ur ni ng t o J apan, t hey had convi nced t hemsel ves 

t hat  publ i c i zed "ser v i ce f o r  t he peopl e" was a means of  i ngr at i at i ng 

t hemsel ves wi t h t he J apanese gover nment  and per haps r ec ei v i ng r ecog-

n i t i o n or  r ewar d when t hei r  exchange t ook p l ac e. The ho l d whi ch 

t hi s f ant as t i c not i on had on some of  t he woul d- be l eader s was 

as t oni s hi ng. A ver y pr ac t i c al  J apanese J \ who had no sympat hy wi t h 

t hi s t ype of  i ndi v i dual , dr amat i zed t h i s at t i t ude by put t i ng hi m-

sel f  i n h i s pl ace and speaki ng i n t he f i r s t  per son: 

Ĥ. Hankey, Not es . J an . 11, 1945, p . 1 . 

i s nor mal l y f ot f nd.pl Tany of  t he Dai hyo Sha member s wer e r easonabl e 
Z 
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"Si nce I ' m goi ng t o Tul e L ak e, sooner  or  l at er  I ' m goi ng t o 
J apan. I n or der  t o go t o J apan, i f  I  t hi nk about  my f ut ur e, I  
may want  somet hi ng t o go back wi t h me. By ent er i ng i nt o po l i t i c al  
pos i t i ons l i ke t hat , I  have a f eel i ng t hat  I ' v e done somet hi ng f or  
t he peopl e. T hat ' s a f eat her  i n my hat . That  woul d be a c er t ai n 

;?I magi nar y gi f t  t o t he gover nment  of  J apan. I  have hel ped t he 
evacuees dur i ng t he har dshi ps of  camp l i f e . "  ̂

Cer t ai nl y , not  a l l  t he member s of  t he Dai hyo Sha cher i shed 

t h i s not i on. I ndi s put abl y , a goodl y per cent age was I nf ec t ed wi t h 

i t . Much l at er  i n camp hi s t o r y t h i s at t i t ude was t o l ead t o t he 

devel opment  o f  an or gani zat i on so r adi c al  and spec t acul ar l y pr o-

J apanese as t o make t he Dai hyo Sha appear  moder at e by compar i son. 

Under  t he c i r cumst ances , i t  i s sur pr i s i ng t hat  Kur at omi  

accompl i shed as much as he d i d . 

Kur at omi , t he young chai r man, was 29 year s o l d . He was 

pr obabl y sel ec t ed f o r  t hi s pos i t i on because of  h i s exc el l ent  

command of  Engl i sh, h i  a r eput at i on as a l eader  i n J er ome, and t he 

act i ve par t  he had al r eady t aken i n t he f or mat i on of  t he Dai hyo 

Sha. I n t e l l i gent , r eser ved, d i gn i f i ed , and of  schol ar l y appear ance, 

he possessed a gr eat  deal  of  sel f - conf i dence and det er mi nat i on. 

He showed hi msel f  capabl e of  handl i ng t he ext r emel y d i f f i c u l t  gr oup 

whi ch sel ec t ed hi m as wel l  as coul d poss i bl y be expec t ed. He was , 

however , devot ed t o Hev . Kai  and gr eat l y i nf l uenc ed by hi m. Dae 

c hi ef l y t o Kur at omi *s ef f o r t s , t he member s wer e abl e t o come t o 

sever al  concr et e dec i s i ons : t o f or m commi t t ees t o i nves t i gat e 

t he var i ous gr i evances and put  t hem i nt o shape t o pr esent  t hem t o 

t he Admi ni s t r at i on, t o cont act  t he Spani sh Consul , and t o cont i nue 

t o f eed t he hogs and chi ckens . 

ELECTI ON OF THE CENTRAL COMMI TTED -  NUCLEUS OF THE NEGOTI ATI NG 
COMMITTEE" 

Ver y l i t t l e I nf or mat i on i s avai l abl e on how t he Cent r al  

i b i d . , J an. 8, 1945, p . 2. 
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Commi t t ee, t he body whi ch was l at er  t o assume ext r eme i mpor t ance 

as t he Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee, was s el ec t ed. I n one war d an i nf or m-

ant  s t at ed t hat  onl y s i x or  seven peopl e at t ended t he meet i ng hel d 

on t he mor ni ng of  Oct ober  18. Ther e wer e no nomi nat i ons . The 

smal l  gr oup pr esent  di scussed WJ.±O woul d be t hei r  best  war d r epr e-

sent at i ve and he r ecei ved t he pos i t i on. I t  i s not  unl i k el y t hat  

t he r emai nder  of  t he men who wer e l at er  t o l oom so hi gh i n admi ni s-

t r at i ve di sappr oval  wer e sel ec t ed i n t he same i nf or mal  manner . 

Thi s nuc l eus of  seven men was l at er  augment ed i n an equal l y i nf or mal  

manner . As a member  of  t he Cent r al  or  Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee admi t t ed 

t o t he wr i t er : Âo Ô ô- vvs  ̂

L "The Negot i at i ng uommi t t ee was more or  l es s gi ven t he power  
t o appoi nt  any per son as a member  of  t he negot i at i ng Commi t t ee, As 
sec r et ar y , 1 was more or  l ess on I t . " ^J  

Admi ni s t r at i ve Act i ons 

The admi ni s t r at i on knew not hi ng of  t hi s or gani zat i on pr ocedi r g 

wi t hi n t he col ony and f aced t he l oss of  t he gr eat er  par t  of  t he 

<T 0 o o > 

mat ur e f ar m cr op whi ch ent ai l ed a f i nanc i al  l oss of )T. . . . * . . . . 

Thr ee days passed dur i ng whi ch t he co l oni s t s made no at t empt  t o 

negot i at e. On Oct ober  20, Mr . bes t , t he Pr o j ec t  Di r ec t o r , i s sued 

a st at ement  t o be r ead by t he Bl ock Manager s i n t he mess h a l l s , 

po i nt i ng out  t hat  an I mmedi at e r epor t  had been sent  t o t he Uni t ed 

St at es Empl oyment  Compensat i on Commi ssi on, t hat  no o f f i c i a l  spokes-

man f o r  t he f ar m wor ker s had come f or war d and t hat  t he ent i r e f ar m 

cr op must  be har ves t ed. He added t he ul t i mat um t hat  i f  t he f ar m 

wor ker s wer e not  i nt er es t ed enough i n t he set t l ement  of  t he pr obl em 

t o send o f f i c i a l  spokesman t o t he admi ni s t r at i on by 8:30 a . m. , 

Oct ober  21, he woul d r equest  har ves t i ng by t he Army and consequent  

l oss of  t he cr ops t o t he evacuees , 

î b i d . . MOV. 10. 1944. p . 4» 
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On t he af t er noon of  uc t . 15, an acc i dent  occur r ed i n t r ans-
por t i ng wor ker s t o t he f ar m ar ea. Many wor ker s wer e i n j ur ed, 
.Lat er  one wor ker  di ed, f r om i n j ur i es r ec ei v ed. I mmedi at el y al l  
r epor t s and not i ces necessar y wer e made t o t he U. S. Empl oyment  
compensat i on commi ssi on f or  al l  t he wor ker s i n j ur ed. The next  
day no f ar m wor ker s appear ed and none have r epor t ed s i nc e. To 
dat e no o f f i c i a l  spokesmen of  t he f ar m wor ker s have come t o 
di s cuss t he mat t er  wi t h t he Admi ni s t r at i on al t hough t he admi ni s-
t r at i on i s r eady and i nv i t es such di s c us s i on. 

I t  i s t he admi ni s t r at i on's i nt ent i ons t o wor k wi t h t he 
r es i dent s i n adj us t i ng pr obl ems and maki ng Tul e Lake as comf or t abl e 
a pl ace t o l i ve as pos s i bl e. 

L i n t he i mmedi at e s i t uat i on, t he ent i r e f ar m cr op needs t o be 
har ves t ed. These ar e t he veget abl es t hat  t he r es i dent s of  Tul e 
Lake wi l l  be eat i ng t h i s wi nt er . The cr op wi l l  not  be l o s t . I f  

>( evacuees do not  har vest  i t : t he Army wi l l  be asked t o . Thi s means 
t hat  t he W.R .A . wi l l  have ~io ask t he Army Quar t er mast er  f or  vege-
t abl es f or  t he evacuee t abl es t hi s wi nt er . These r equi s i t i ons 
must  be pr epar ed f or  50 days i n advance of  t he per i od t o be us ed. 
We woul d not  be i n a ver y good pos i t i on t o expect  our  demands t o 
be f i l l ed i f  we f a i l  t o har vest  t he spl endi d cr op now av ai l abl e. 

The s i t uat i on i s t he r es pons i bi l i t y pur e and si mpl e of  t he 
r es i dent s of  Tul e Lake Cent er . The admi ni s t r at i on i s r eady and 
wi l l i ng t o di scuss and wor k out  on a f a i r  bas i s any and al l  di f -
f i c u l t i es t hat  may ar i s e. I f  t he f ar m wor ker s ar e not  i nt er es t ed 
enough i n t he set t l ement  of  t hi s pr obl em t o send o f f i c i a l  spokes-

V man t o t he admi ni s t r at i on by 8:30 A.M. Oct ober  21s t , i t  wi l l  be 
necessar y f or  t he WRA t o r equest  har ves t i ng by t he Ar my and conse-
quent  l oss of  t he cr ops t o t he ev ac uees . 1 

/ s / K . f t . Best  

Thi s st at ement  was al so pr i nt ed I n t he Tul e an Di s pat c h. 

Accor di ng t o Dr . Opl er , t he Communi t y Anal ys t , Mr . Bes t , 

who had been Pr o j ec t  Di r ec t or  f or  onl y s i x weeks (check ) r el i ed 

t o a gr eat  ext ent  on t he advi ce of  Mr . Zi mmer , t he Ass i s t ant  Pr o j ec t  

At t or ney; mr . Schmi dt , nead of  I nt er nal  Sec ur i t y ; and Mr . Cahn, 

empl oyed i n t he F i nance Di v i s i o n. These men, accor di ng t o Opl er , 

advi sed Mr . Best  t o be s t er n wi t h t he J apanese, be "t ough wi t h t he 

' pr essur e- boys ' n , and make no concess i ons . JNo member  of  t he 

Caucas i an per sonnel , not  even Dr . Opl er  had an accur at e concept i on 

�̂By wl o s s u Mr . Best  meant  onl y t he l oss of  f ood; t he J apanese 
obt ai ned no money and r ec ei ved no compensat i on f r om t he sal e 
of  t he c r ops . 
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( 

of  t he enor mous t ens i on i n camp or  t he I mmi nent  danger  of  expl os i on. 

Response of  Far m Wor ker s 

I n r esponse t o t hi s ul t i mat um t he f ar m f or emen met  wi t h 

Mr . Kal l am, Chi ef  of  t he Agr i cul t ur e Di v i s i on on Oct ober  20. 

The hand wr i t t en mi nut es of  t hi s meet i ng have been pr eser ved by 

t he Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee and wer e shown t o t he wr i t er . They ar e 

s i gned by Mr . Kal l am. 

Mr . Kal l am, Chi ef  of  Agr i cul t ur e Di v i s i o n, addr essed a 
gat her i ng of  f ar m f or eman r epr esent at i ves at  11 o 1 c l ock Wednesday 
mor ni ng r eques t i ng t hat  t he Cent er  f ar mer  r et ur n t o wor k and 
har vest  t he mat ur e cr ops i n or der  t o meet  t he r equi s i t i on of  t he 
mess d i v i s i o ns . The i nt er pr et er  f or  t he f ar m gr oup adv i sed Mr . 
Kal l am t hat  unt i l  t he negot i at i ons bet ween t he f ar m gr oups and 
t he W.R .A . o f f i c i a l s has been compl et ed t he evacuee f ar mer  wi l l  
not  r et ur n t o wor k . 

The f ar mer 's i nt er pr et er , s t r essed t he f ac t  t hat Qr e ar e not  
s t r i k i ng, but  f o r  our  own pr ot ec t i ve pr ecaut i onar y measur e w e  ̂
wi l l  not  go t o wor k unt i l  t he i ssue i nvol ved has been s et t l edi j  

The i nt er pr et er , adv i sed Mr . Kal l am t hat  any negot i at i ng 
bet ween t he f ar m cr ews and t he W.R .A . r epr esent at i ve must  be 
i r oned out  wi t h t he negot i at i ng gr oup r epr esent i ng t hem (t he 
f ar mer s ) . The i nt er pr et er  al so emphasi zed t he f ac t  t hat  t he 
shor t age of  veget abl e f or  t he mess hal l s i s not  t he r es pons i bi l i t y 
of  f ar mer s , but  t hat  t he f u l l  r es pons i bi l i t y i s wi t h t he W. R . A . 

I n t h i s meet i ng t he f ar m f or emen make i t  qui t e c l ear  t hat  

t hey had handed over  al l  negot i at i ons r egar di ng t he wor k st oppage 

t o a "negot i at i ng gr oup" and t hat  t he mat t er  was out  of  t hei r  

hands . 

When t hi s at t empt  at  negot i at i ng di r ec t l y wi t h t he f ar mer s 

f a i l ed , Mr . Best  i s sued t he f o l l owi ng st at ement  on Oct ober  21. 

Thi s announcement  was al so made t hr ough t he bl ock manager  s."  ̂

TO WHOM I T MAY CONCERN 

I n conf or mi t y wi t h r ay st at ement  as publ i shed i n t he Tul ean 
Di spat ch of  Oc t . 21, I  i nv i t e any r epr esent at i ve commi t t ee t o di scuss 
any pr obl em. Ar r angement s f or  such a meet i ng cai  be made at  my 
o f f i c e . 

/ s / R. R. Best  

T r 7 Hankey, no t es , Sept . 29, 1944, p . 1. 
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I t  was on t he s t r engt h of  t hi s announcement  t hat  t he 

negot i at i ng Commi t t ee asked f o r  and r ecei ved an appoi nt ment  

wi t h Mr . Best  on Oct ober  26 when t he f i r s t  f or mal  negot i at i ons 

t ook p l ac e. 

Heasons f or  Del ay i n negot i at i ons 

The del ay on t he par t  of  the negot i at or s i n cont ac t i ng 

Mr . Best  r equi r es some comment . The wor k st oppage began on 

Oct ober  15, and no one appr oached Mr . Best  f or  ( l 3d a ^8. Member s 

of  t he Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee have expl ai ned t he del ay on t he 

gr ounds t hat  best  had r epeat edl y made t he st at ement  t hat  he woul d 

not  r ecogni ze any r epr es ent at i ves . The r eal  r eason f or  t hi s del ay , 

however  i s c l ear . The Dal hyo t t ha Kai  meet i ng of  Oct ober  17 i ndi -

cat es t hat  t he body had under t aken a f or mi dabl e and t i me consumi ng 

amount  of  or gani zat i on and i nv es t i gat i on. A "l o y al " evaouee 

i nf or mant  sent  f r om Tul e t o Gi l a on - November  8, expl ai ned t he 

s i t uat i on; 

"They wer e not  pr epar ed t o make t hei r  demands. They wer e 
t r y i ng t o f i gur e out  t he pr oper  appr oach. They want ed t o ask 
each bl o c k 's opi ni on get t i ng t hei r  channel  wor k d o n e . "1 

'" ¿̂m PLANNI NG BOARD FI ASCO* " T"" ' ~ ' 

Oct ober  22 an at t empt  was made by wr . Takahashi  t o 

obt r ude anot her  o r gani zat i on, t he al most  exj t i nct  P l anni ng Boar d, 

i nt o / t he pi c t ur e. The /P l anni ng Boar d had ser ved as i s s ei  advi sor y 

boar d pr ev i ous t o segr egat i on but  had been di ssol ved at  t he t i me 

7 |  

o i / s egr egat i on. Takahashi  f i r s t  at t empt ed t o c al l  t he P l anni ng 

Boar d t oget her  on Oct ober  15, t he day of  t hi  f ar m ac c i dent , but  

a© f ew per sons at t ended t hat  no meet i ng coul d be hel d . The 

second at t empt  of  Oct ober  22 met  wi t h bet t er ! success . However , 

'Repor t . Dec . 24, 1943, p. 12. 

L 
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THE PLANNI NG BOARD F I ASCO 

On Oct ober  22 an at t empt  was made by a gr oup or  i n f l uent i al  

Ol d Tul eana pr omi nent  among whom wer e t he l eadi ng men of  t he Co-

oper at i ve Ent er pr i s es t o obt r ude anot her  o r gani zat i on, t he al most  

ext i nc t  P l anni ng boar d, i nt o t he p i c t ur e. Mr . âmat anl  of  Pos t on, 

wno had obt ai ned an i mpor t ant  post  I n t he Co- op i mmedi at el y upon 

h i s ar r i val  at  Tul o Lake suppor t ed t i l l s movement  end Ur . Tak ahas hi , 

t ho l eader  f r om Topaz t ook t he l eadi ng par t , bot h of  t hese men 

wo r e al so - yaihyq Sha Kal  member s. The P l anni ng Boar d had ser ved 

as an i s s ei  advi sor y boar d pr ev i ous t o segr egat i on but  had been 

di s so l ved at  t he t i me of  segr egat i on. 

Those Ol d Tul eana and t hei r  ambi t i ous a l l i es f r om ot her  

con t or s had pl anned t o obt ai n t he po l i t i c al  cont r ol  of  t he camp 

t hr ough t hi s body . They had c al l ed a meet i ng on Oct ober  15, t he 

day of  t he f ar m ac c i dent , but  duo pr obabl y t o t he gr eat  exc i t ement  

whi ch t h i s event  pr oduced, so f ew per sons at t ended t hat  no meet i ng 

coul d be hel d. Tl ie second at t empt  of  Oct ober  22 met  wi t h bet t er  

success� However , due t o t he f ac t  t hat  so many of  t he f or mer  

member s of  t ho boar d had l o f t  Tul e Lake as non- segr egoe 3, t he 

member shi p had boon has t i l y augment ed by ver y i nf or mal  appoi nt ment s 

made s i nce t he f ar m ac c i dent . I t  i s r easonabl e t o suppose t hat  

i n sever al  of  t he bl ocks t nese appoi nt ment s wer e made by t he 

Bl ock Manager s . Al t hough t ho P l anni ng boar d was supposed t o be 

composed of  i as ei  al one, a number  of  n i s ei  appear ed i n t h i s 

speedi l y assembl ed body .  ̂ Of  t he 50 r epr esent at i ves pr esent , at  

l eas t  27 wer e al r eady member s of  t he i /al hyo Sha. T h i s , as expl ai ned 

by Mr . Ts uda, was duo t o t he f ac t  t hat  i n many of  t he bl ook s , t he 

'R. f l ankey, Not es , Apr i l  9, 1945, p . o . 



5. Draft I I 

t r ans f er ees had no i dea of  what  t he P l anni ng Boar d was and f i gur ed 

t hat  s i nce t hey had al r eady el ec t ed a r epr esent at i ve t o t he Dal hyo 

Sha, t h i s roan mi ght  as wo 11 r epr esent  t hem i n bot h o r gani s at i ons . 

Tsuda added s i gni f i c ant l y s " I f  t he P l anni ng Boar d had wor ked 

f as t  t her e woul d never  have been any Dal hyo Sha. "  ̂

ï ak ahas hl , who was el ec t ed t empor ar y chai r man poi nt ed out  

t hat  t he Dal hyo oha was t o be "t empor ar y i n nat ur e" and t hat  

"Thi s P l anni ng Boar d we ar e t r y i ng t o set  up wi l l  be t he backbone 

of  ever yt hi ng and wi l l  t ake over  t he f ur t l i er  negot i at i on wi t h t he 

admi ni s t r at i on af t er  t he Dal hyo oha has d i s s o l v ed." Hi s sugges-

t i on t o r ef or m t he P l anni ng boar d r ecei ved al most  no suppor t . 

Member  af t er  member  ar ose and spoke i n f avor  of  wai t i ng unt i l  t he 

Dai hyp oha had 3et t l ed t he cur r ent  mi shap. Y/hen t he quest i on was 

put  t o a vot e 36 per sons vot ed t o di s so l ve t he P l anni ng Boar d 

compl et el y , 3 t o di scont i nue i t  unt i l  t he aut o mi shap was set t l ed 

and 8 t o have i t  " i n ac t ual  wor k no w." 

Takahashi  appar ent l y t ook t hi s sot  back wi t h good gr ace and 

s t at ed: 

"Whet her  di ssol ved or  not  we wi l l  suppor t  and cooper at e 100% 
wi t h t he pr esent  Dai hyo ¿ha iCai  who have been el ec t ed by t he peopl e 
of  al l  t he bl oc k s . 

Never t hel ess , he had not  gi ven up hope compl et el y and at t empt ed 

t o r evi ve t he i ssue at  t ne next  meet i ng of  t he Dal hyo aha. Kur at omi  

1 " 
i b i d . . Apr i l  18, 1945, p . 3 . 

Q 
"Mi nut es o f  Meet i ng of  P l anni ng Boar d, Oc t . 22, 1943. 
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di scour aged hi m qui ck l y , and Takahashi »s move t o l i mi t  t he l i f e of  

t he Dai hyo Sha and channel  camp cont r ol  t o anot her  or gani zat i on 

f a i l ed . 

THE CONTROVERSY OVER THE PUBLI C FUNERAL 

When Mr . Kashi ma's deat h was announced, t wo di f f er ent  gr oups 

det er mi ned i ndependent l y t o gi ve hi m a publ i c f uner al . The f i r s t  

gr oup was composed of  h i s f el l ow wor ker s , t he f ar m gr oup. The 

second gr oup was or gani zed on a camp- wi de bas i s and was i n i t i at ed 

by a dec i s i on on t he par t  of  t he Dai hyo Sha t o hol d a camp- wi de 

f uner al . Mr . Kur at omi  was made chai r man of  ,the Sogi - i l n or  Camp 

r uner al  Commi t t ee but  bot h he and Mr . sit  a t ed t hat  t he act ual  

wor k and pr epar at i on was done by Mr . Takahashi , who as a f r i end 

of  t he Kashi i aa f ami l y and a f el l ow r es i dent  of  Topaz was made 

heac ô f  t he J l kko- i i n. t he Pr epar at i ons Commi t t ee. 

The f ar m gr oup cont act ed Mr . Beat  f i r s t , ev i dent l y wi t hout  

tMe knowl edge of  t he Dai hyo Sha commi t t ee headed by Mr . Takahashi . 

LV- tt l o� l a known of  what  happened at  t hi s i nt er v i ew f or  none of t he 

pecaons pr ej ui nt  havo been uont acl bdl  However , £r om t he mi nut es *d. However , j r̂oi  

mdU&t  t i i J k. th I s ' : oJ Ln mnnf  Tniif  hnl r i  i at e3?, - It� 3 s a j w ^o t  t i d si  fnrrn grrrnp asked 

Mr . Bes t !s per mi ss i on t o ho l d t he f uner al  on t he out door  st age I n 

t he cent r al  f i r ebr eak , r equest ed t hat  he or  h i s r epr esent at i ve 

appear  at  t he f uner al  and t hat  he send a l et t er  of  condol ence t o 

J Ĵ t w 

t he wi dow. Best  r ef used  ̂ He e x p l a i n  ̂ h i s r ef usal  t o Kur at omi  

as f o l l ows : 
J  

( 

"They di dn ' t  ask me, t hey demanded t hat  I  appear  at  t he 
f uner al  and speak. They demanded t hat  I  t r ansmi t  a l et t er  of . 
condol ence t o t he wi dow. I  do not  r ecogni ze demands 

"Meet i ng of  t he Pr oj ect  Di r ect or  and t he Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee. 
Oc t . 26, 1 9 4 3 . S e e p . 24. � 
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Mr . Bl ac k , As s i s t ant  P r o j ec t  Di r ec t o r , admi t t ed i n t he 

pr esence of  t he wr i t er  t hat  t he admi ni s t r at i on had al r eady pr epar ed 

a message of  condol ence and was about  t o send i t  when t h i s f ar m 

gr oup made i t s appear ance and demanded i t . Af t er  t h i s cour t esy 

had been demanded i t  c oul d not  be gr ant ed, exp l ai ned Bl ac k , because 

t h i s woul d be gi v i ng way t o pr es s ur e. 

Accor di ngl y on Oc t ober  21, Mr . Bes t  sent  t he f o l l owi ng l et t er  

t o Mr . Tsut omu Tani gawa who had ac t ed a3 i nt er pr et er  f o r  t he f ar m 

wor ker s f uner al  commi t t ees 

L n I n r epl y t o your  s t at ement  t hat  a publ i c f uner al  wi l l  be 
hel d at  2? 00 P . M. on Sat ur day , Oc t ober  23, at  t he out door  st age 
i n t he f i r ebr eak , you ar e her eby no t i f i ed t hat  per mi s s i on i s not  
gr ant ed t o ho l d such a publ i o f uner a l . 

"F o r  your  i nf o r mat i on, f uner al s wi l l  be ho l d i n t he cust omer y 
l o c at i o ns as t hey have s i npe t he openi ng of  t h i s Cent er . " / 

i s****. J  

Accor di ng t o Mr .OK at o  ̂ a member  of  t he J l k k o - l l n. Tak ahas hi »s 

P r epar at i ons Commi t t ee, he and Takahashi  appr oached Mr . $es t  wi t h 

no knowl edge of  t he at t empt  made by t he f ar m gr oup. OKat cr  exp l a i ned 

t hei r  r easons f or  des i r i ng a publ i c f uner al  t o Mr . Bes t ; 

I  t o l d hi m 

t hat  s i nce he (Mr . Kashi ma) was r i d i ng on t he 
t r uck whi ch was checked out  of  t he Mot or  Poo l , t he Mot or  Pool  
peopl e woul d want  t o come. Si nce he was f r om Topaz , h i s Topaz 
f r i ends woul d want  t o come. Si nce he was a f ar mer , t he f ar mer s 
woul d want  t o come and t hat  i t  had been dec i ded at  t he meet i ng 
(Dal hyo 3ha) t o ho l d a publ i c f u n e r a l . M l  

Mr . Bes t  t o l d Takahashi  and &at o %hnt  he had al r eady r ef us ed 

t he use of  t he out door  st age t o t he f i r s t  gr oup because t hey had 

t aken an ar r ogant  demandi ng at t i t ude. He added, however , t hat  he 

mi ght  al l ow Takahashi * s gr oup t o use t he Hi gh School  Audi t o r i um, 

because "t hey had come I n a ni c e way . " The next  day , when 

T ak ahas h i ' s commi t t ee r et ur ned f o r  f i n a l  per mi s s i on, Mr . Bes t  
�̂ l i . Hankey , No t es . Sept . 11, 1944, p . 4 . 
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s t at ed t hat  he woul d gr ant  t hem nei t her  t he out door  st age nor  

t he audi t or i um. Agai n he put  h i s r ef usal  i n wr i t i ng i n a l et t er  

dat ed Oct ober  22 and addr essed t o Qat o <and Tak ahashi . 

Oe nt l ei nen: 

r : 
I n r epl y t o your  r equest  t o use t he out door  st age or  t he 

hi gh school  audi t or i um f o r  f uner al  pur poses Sat ur day , Oct ober  23, 
r ay f i nal  answer  i s t hat  no publ i c f uner al  wi l l  be al l owed at  t hi s 
par t i c ul ar  t i me. Per mi ss i on t o use t he out door  st age or  t he hi gh 
school  audi t or i um i s not  g r a n t e d . J  

T H "No f ur t her  di s c uss i on on t hi s mat t er  i s necessar y . 

Takahashi  became ver y angr y and dec i ded t o use t he out door  

st age r egar dl ess of  t he consequences . 

The pos i t i on of  Mr . Kashi ma f s wi dow i n t hi s mat t er  i s pec ul i ar . 

Accor di ng t o (gat o ¿l ie at  f i r s t  appr oved of  t he publ i c f uner al  and 

f el t  honor ed at  t he r espect  bei ng shown her  husband. IVhen appr oached 

by t he Admi ni s t r at i on, however , she i s r epor t ed as hav i ng sai d t hat  

she di d not  wi s h a publ i c f uner al . A r easonabl e expl anat i on gi ven 

by Kur at omi  i s t hat  she was pl eased by t he honor  shown her  husband 

but , i n accor dance wi t h pr oper  J apanese behav i o r , r ef used out  o f  

modest y .1 A 

%t o , ¿̂s a member  o f  t he J l kko- l l n t el egr aphed Mr . E r ns t , 

t he Pr o j ec t  di r ec t o r  of  t he Topaz c ent er , i nf or mi ng hi m t hat  

Mr . Kashi ma had di ed. Mr . Er ns t  r ep l i ed wi t h a message of  condol -

enc e, an ac t i on whi ch t he evacuees i mmedi at el y cont r as t ed wi t h t he 

at t i t ude of  Mr . Bes t , t o t he det r i ment  of  t he l a t t e r . T̂ h e f ac t  

t hat  a publ i c f uner al  was t o be hel d was publ i shed i n t he Tul ean 

Pi  spat oh. Donat i ons o f  money wer e made by each bl ock and numer ous 

g i f t s wer e made by i ndi v i dual s and gr oups .  ̂ I t  i s sai d t hat  gr oups 

i b i d . , Dec . 11, 1944, p . 3. 

" i b i d . . Sept . 11, 1944, pp. 4- 5. 
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o f  young men f r om J er ome and Topaz c l eaned up t he f i r ©Dr *ak 

I n pr epar at i on f o r  t he f uner al ." "̂ 

Mr . Bes t ' s st at e of  mi nd at  t hi s t i me has been desc r i bed by 

itt*. Opl er  as one of  bewi l der ment  and i ndec i s i on, uver l y sens i t i ve 

t o any r equest  whi ch mi ght  be const r ued as pr essur e, al ways i nc l i ned 

t o put  o f f  a dec i s i on whenever  pos s i bl e, he was i l l  equi pped t o 

handl e t hi s d i f f i c u l t  s i t uat i on, mor eover , he undoubt edl y f ear ed 

t hat  a l ar ge publ i c gat her i ng at  t h i s t i me mi ght  have unf or t unat e 

consequences . 

I n any case Best « s r ef usal  was i nt er pr et ed as a di scour t eous 

and hear t l es s act  by many r es i dent s . Ver bat i m st at ement s i ndi cat e 

t hat  many per sons had i dent i f i ed t hemsel ves wi t h t he dead f ar mer  

t o a gr eat er  or  l es s degr ee and t he emot i onal  r esent ment  ar oused 

by what  appear ed t o be l ac k of  cons i der at i on and r espect  t o t he 

dead i nev i t abl y st r engt hened t he pos i t i on of  t he .Uai hyo Sha Kal . 

I t  i nc r eased t ens i on, t he sense of  gr oup per secut i on and ho s t i l i t y 

t o t he admi ni s t r at i on. The admi ni s t r at i on al so sank appr ec i abl y 

i n publ i c est eem by s uf f er i ng Mr . Tak ahas hi 's success f ul  def i anc e. 

I n t hi s at mospher e of  del i ber at e ef f o r t  t o use t he deat h of  

Mr . Kashi ma as a means of  s t i r r i ng up t he peopl e, one shoul d not  

l ose s i ght  of  a f ar  mor e s i gni f i c ant  emot i onal  f ac t o r : t hat  t hi s 

deat h af f ec t ed t he peopl e pr of oundl y and t hat  even t he most  po l i t i -

c al l y mi nded I ndi v i dual s wer e moved i n par t  by a s i ncer e des i r e 

t o expr ess t hei r  r espect  t o t he dead man by showi ng hi m t hi s f i nal  

honor  « > u 
L» t ^A 

A ni sei j \ who l at er  r es i gned f r om t he Dai hyo Sha s t at ed wi t h 

hear t f el t  s i nc er i t y i  

1 i b i d o . Oc t . 12, 1944, pp. 2- 3. 

3 
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"They f i gur ed t he peopl e who got  hur t  r epr esent ed the whol e 
cent er . The f eel i ng was ver y bad when Best  r ef used t o l et  them 
use t he audi t or i um, '¿hey knew t hey c oul dn't  al l  get  I n , but  t hey 
want ed t o gi ve hi m an honor abl e f uner al , because he r epr esent ed 
al l  of  us . . . � 

A ver y I nt er es t i ng at t i t ude t owar d t he f uner al  and t he par t  

pl ayed by t he Pal hyo Sha was gi ven by Mr s . Xj kraagr ĥi , a suppor t er  

of  t he Pal hyo Sha at  t hi s per i ods Th i s young woman i s no po l i t i c i an, 

l et  she under st ood t he obj ect i ve of  t he pr essur e gr oup c l ear l y and 

appr oved i t . Undoubt edl y many of  t he can p r es i dent s shar ed her  

opi ni on: 

�Woul dn't  i t  seem st r ange i f  t hey di dn ' t  have a publ i c f uner al  
when t hey made such an i ssue of  i t  such as t he st r i ke? That  woul d 
be t he st ep any l eader  woul d t ake. . . I f  i t  was j ust  t he case of  
t he f ar m wor ker s and Mr . Kashi ma, f or  t hat  r eason al one, such 
t routSLe woul dn't  be necessar y . But  I  bel i eve t her e was a ver y good 
r eason behi nd what  t he Dai hyo Sha di d."' " 

Oct ober  23, t he day on whi ch t he r i t es wer e cel ebr at ed was an 

unseasonal l y co l d and wi ndy day. The mour ner s and spect at or s were 

most  uncomf or t abl e. i l t t J »i o»a.J f i 1, \ ùni B*Tf t .ul t l u J j  wi l l  t he Buddhi st  

di gni t ar i es wer e near l y bl own o f f  t he pl at f or m. Mr . Fuj i mot o, 

who i s gi ven t o anal ys i s made t he f o l l owi ng r emar k about  t he 

f uner al : 

"The Funer al  was on a c l oudy, wi ndy day. J ust  t he k i nd of  a 
day t hat  woul d put  t he peopl e i n mi nd f or  a l i t t l e r adi cal  propa-

<? ganda t o be spr ead. St andi ng out  i n t he co l d, shi ver i ng wi t h the 
. cor pse i n f r ont  and t he goon squad pat r o l l i ng behi nd -  i t was j ust 

r i ght  f or  pr opaganda. The goon squad was j us t  a r adi cal  uni t -
young r adi cal s f r om J er ome. The admi ni s t r at i on made a mi st ake 
r ef us i ng t he gymnasi um t o be used, i i ad t hey per mi t t ed t he gym 
t o be used, t hey coul d have put  down a r ul i ng and l i mi t ed t he number 
of  peopl e at t endi ng t he f uner al . Had t hat  happened t her e woul d 
have been a l ot  l oss peopl e i nf ec t ed wi t h t he spi r i t  of  t o heck 
wi t h the admi ni s t r at i on, and what  n o t . " 5 

Fuj i mot o*s r easoni ng i s i nt er es t i ng. Ev i dent l y t he r egi -

ment ed act i on of  t he "goon squad" di d not  i ncur  publ i c di sapproval  

i bi d., March, 1944, p. 63. 
2 l bi d. , Oc t . 12, 1944, p . 2. 
5 i bi d. , Apr i l , p. 31. 
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but  r at her  added f or ce t o t he ant i pat hy f e l t  f o r  t he admi ni st r a-

t i on at  t h i s ext r emel y emot i onal  t i me. 

Sever al  i nf or mant s have st at ed t hat  s i nce t he use of  t he 

audi t or i um had been r ef used i t  was dec i ded t hat  no Caucas i ans be 

al l owed t o at t end t he f uner a l * 1 Devel opment s I ndi cat e t hat  some 

dec i s i on of  t hi s k i nd was made and t hat  i t  l ed t o t he f i r s t  

def i n i t el y es t abl i s hed act  of  phys i cal  v i ol ence on t he par t  of  

t he c o l oni s t s . Mr . Best  wi shed t o gi ve t he J apanese t he i mpr ess i on 

t hat  a r ecor d was bei ng t ak en . 2 He, t her ef or e, sent  t he r epo r t ' s 

o f f i c er , J ohn D. Cook, t o t he f uner al  wi t h or der s t o st ay i n h i s 

car  and act  as i f  he wer e t ak i ng phot ogr aphs. Opl er , t he Communi t y 

Anal y s t , who was one of  t he t wo Caucas i ans pr esent  bes i des Cook, 

saw a gr oup of  young men i n t he backgr ound. He t hought  t hey wer e 

mour ner s who I nt ended t o wal k behi nd t he b i er . These young men 

f or med t hemsel ves i nt o a l i ne bet ween t he war den's headquar t er s 

and t he pl at f or m. I t  was now appar ent  t hat  t hey wer e a guar d. 

Cook di s r egar ded bes t ' s pur por t ed or der s , l ef t  t he car  and t ook 

some pi c t ur es . The guar ds who obj ec t ed t o t he t ak i ng of  o f f i c i a l  

pi c t ur es descended upon hi m t ook h i s camer a by f or ce and t ossed 

hi m i nt o t he a i r . Opl er  s t at es dec i dedl y t hat  i t  was al l  over  I n 

a moment . The camer a and f i l ms wer e r et ur ned l at er . The i dent i t y 

of  t he boys I s unknown. I t  i s pr obabl e t hat  t hey wer e member s 

of  t he i opaz and J er ome st r ong arm gr oups . I n fact \ l  Katfsy, t he 

Topaz l eader , t o l d t he wr i t er  he chased Cook t hr ee bl oc k s , al t hough 

he I Kat o) was wear i ng hi s best  sui t  and over coat . 

On t he day of  t he f uner al  t he Tul ean Di spat ch publ i shed t he 

r epor t  f r om t he U. S. Empl oyment  Compensat i on Commi ssi on, s t at i ng 

X i b l d . . p . 21. 
o 
"See Opl er  s eye- wi t ness account  of  t hi s f uner al , No t es . F eb . , pp 20- 21 
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( 

hat  t he amount  of  compensat i on t o whi ch t t ® wi dow and c hi l dr en 

wor e ent i t l ed was t wo- t hi r ds of  h i s mont hl y wage as of  t he dat e 

of  t he acc i dent , i . e . , t he wi dow woul d r ecei ve $10,66 or  $9. 00, 

dependi ng on t he husband's c l as s i f i c at l o n J J  

Thi s sum, t he r epr esent at i ves andj nany of  t he peopl e t hought  

i nadequat e. An i ndi c at i on of  t he scor n whi ch was mani f es t ed by 

some of  t he co l oni s t s appear s i n t he l et t er  wr i t t en by Fuj l mot o 

on November  I B , 1943: 

"The o f f i c e t hen publ i shed i n t he l ocal  paper  t hat  t he 
"Compensat i on Law" t hat  gover ns gover nment  empl oyees was appl i cabl e 
i n t hi s i ns t anc e, and t hat  t he wi dow and t he son of  t he bef or e-
ment i oned deceased was ent i t l ed t o t he gr and sura of  60 per  cent  
of  what ever  he was maki ng i n a mont h. Namel y, 60 per  cent  of  t he 
k i ngl y wage of  16 bi g do l l ar s . , ! r l  

On t he ni ght  of  Oct ober  22, over  hal f  of  t he wi ndows i n t he 

Hous i ng Of f i c e , whi ch was l ocat ed i n t he cent er , wer e br oken. 

The bank o f f i c e was al so damaged.2 The per pet r at or s of  t hi s 

vandal i sm wer e not  appr ehended. The "st r ong- ar m" gr oups may have 

been r es pons i bl e, al t hough bi t t er ness over  t he uns at i s f ac t o r y 

hous i ng was so gener al  t hat  i t  i s not  I mposs i bl e t hat  a spont ane-

ous l y or gani zed gang of  young men, exc i t ed by t he event s of  t he 

past  week, commi t t ed t he act  on i mpul se. I t  i s unl i k el y t hat  

any of  t he l eader s of  t he Dal hyo Sha wer e i mpl i cat ed. 

Second Meet i ng of  t he Dal hyo ¿ha -  Oct ober  23 

The eveni ng of  t he day on whi ch t he f uner al  was hel d t he 

�f al hyo Sha .met  agai n. Thi s meet i ng i s al most  as conf used as t he 

f i r s t . Reck l ess suggest i ons wer e hur l ed at  t he chai r man, who 

was f or ced f r om t i n» t o t i me t o cut  shor t  bombast i c speaker s and 

ask f or  t he r epor t  of  cer t ai n commi t t ees. 

'See Ho por t , .Dec. 24, pp. 20, 21. 
2�, 

WRA, Tul e i »ake I nc i dent , Sequence of  Ev ent s . 
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The t r ans l at ed mi nut e3 open wi t h an announcement  by Chai r man 

Kur at omi  t hat  l ie had r ecei ved a wr i t t en memor andum f r om the Pr o j ec t  

Di r ec t or  gi v i ng t he Dai hyo Sha o f f i c i a l  r ec ogni t i on. Kur at omi  

i nf or med t he wr i t er  t hat  t h i s i s an er r oneous i ns er t i on and t hat  

t he st at ement  coul d not  have be on made si nce he had not  yet  seen 

Mr . Bes t . Af t er  r o l l  was t aken i t  was f ound t hat  15 bl ock r epr e-

sent at i ves wer e absent . l i ur at omi  admoni shed t he body f or  t hi s 

l ack of  I nt er es t , he t hen c al l ed f o r  a r epor t  f r om t he Sani t at i on 

and Bet t er j aent  of  L i v i ng Condi t i on Commi t t ee. Thi s r epor t  I s not  

i nc l uded i n t he mi nut es . At  t hi s poi nt  t he more voc i f er ous member s 

coul d no l onger  cont ai n t hemsel ves . Repr esent at i ve af t er  r epr e-

sent at i ve ar ose and t o l d t he body "what  t hey want ed." 

Kawamur a: Co l oni s t s shoul d be al l owed t o use el ec t r i c al  appl i ances 
such as I r on and hot pl at es r egar dl ess of  t i me or  pl ace at  t hei r  
f r ee wi l l . Space f or  l i v i ng quar t er s I s i ns uf f i c i ent  and t he 
Admi ni s t r at i on shoul d be i nf or med of  t he c ondi t i on. 

Sas ak i : i  r equest  t hat  camer as be per mi t t ed wi t h i n t he Cent er . 

Okamur a: Co l oni s t s shoul d be pai d j us t  as much aa t he mjgi  i n t he 
Ar my. 

Xai nanaka; r r i vat e ent er pr i ses ar e pr evai l i ng wi t hi n t he Cent er . 
Such shoul d be r es t r i c t ed, mor eover  Co- op i s handl i ng t oo many 
l uxur i es and f ood s t uf f , whi ch not  onl y af f ec t s t he economy of  
t he co l oni s t s but  al so encour ages t he WRA t o be r el uc t ant  i n t hei r  
di s t r i but i on of  f ood. 

l ur l har as Ther e i s no sewi ng machi ne i n t hi s c ent er . . .Admi ni s-
t r at i on shoul d bo consul t ed t o make such pr ov i s i ons wi t hout  c os t . 

f l ogawa: Tul ean ui spat ch has r epor t s of  t he I mper i al  Headquar t er s 1 

war  news, whi ch shoul d bo di ssemi nat ed. 

uyeno: I t  I s unf ai r  f o r  t he wo- op t o char ge 5pf  f o r  cashi ng Gover n-
ment  checks , such shoul d be st opped. 

aai t o ; Lumber  f o r  f ur ni t ur es ar e f ur ni shed f r ee t o t he c o l oni s t s 
i n r ost on and i t  shoul d be pr ac t i ced her e t oo . 

l ak es hi t a: Al t er at i on of  l i v i ng quar t er s I s i mper at i ve, es pec i al l y 
I n bl ock 59, Al aska and Mexi co Ar eas . 
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Kur at omi  f i nal l y st opped t hi s t i de of  suggest i ons and br ought  

t he body back t o a di s c uss i on of  t he f ar m pr obl em. Chai r man of  

t he War ehouse Commi t t ee, Kozaka r ead h i s not es . The f ac t  t hat  

por k was never  ser ved, t he suspi c i on t hat  t he pr oduct s of  t he 

hog and chi cken f ar ms wer e bei ng di sposed of  wi t hout  t he knowl edge 

of  t he co l oni s t s was agai n br ought  up by Kur at omi * I t  was bel i eved 

t hat  t hese pr oduct s wer e bei ng shi pped out  of  t he cent er  t o t he 

Uni t ed St at es Army and Navy. As l oyal  J apanese t he segr egees 

f el t  t hey shoul d not  be obl i ged t o f ur ni s h f ood f or  u. S, ar med 

f o r c es . 

Yamanaka, t he al t er nat e r epr esent at i ve f r om bl ock 14 made 

t he f o l l owi ng speech whi ch r ecei ved gr eat  appl auses 

"Dur i ng r ay st ay i n Topaz, we r ecei ved onl y t he best  f ar m 
pr oduct s of  Tul e L ak e, whi ch means t hat  despi t e t he Tul eans 
pr oduc i ng t hem, t hey ar e f or ced t o use onl y second gr ade f ar m 
pr oduc t s , whi ch i s ut t er l y un f a i r . J us t  because we ar e di s l oyal  
t o Amer i ca i s no r eason. We ar e l OO* pr o- J apanese, t her ef or e, we 
shoul d be t r eat ed accor di ng t o t he I nt er nat i onal  agr eement . At  
t he t i me of  t he l at e i \ .ashi mafs f uner al , t he at t i t ude assumed by 
t he Admi ni s t r at i on was c al l ed hear t l es s po l i c y . " 

Kur at omi  t hen c al l ed f or  a di s cuss i on of  t he hospi t al  pr obl em 

but  t he chai r man of  t he commi t t ee r epor t ed t hat  t he i nves t i gat i on 

had been d i f f i c u l t . Takahashi  s t at ed t hat  t he Caucas i an doct or s 

wer e t oo di c t at o r i al ; t hey wer e maki ng t he evacuee doct or s 1 l i v es 

mi ser abl e. Thi s t oo shoul d be t aken up wi t h t he Admi ni s t r at i on. 

Kazama, who appear s t o be hi ghl y emot i onal  added: 

"What  do we car e about  t he evacuee doct or s ! Thei r  s t at us 
of  whet her  l oyal  or  di s l oyal  shoul d be c l ear ed. I f  t her e ar e 
l oyal  evacuee doc t or s , we shoul d not  have such doct or s , even i n 
case of  s i c k nes s . I  pr ef er  deat h r at her  t han be car ed f o r  by 
l oyal  doc t or s . Caucas i an doct or s ar e even bet t er . " (The f l oor  
was i n t ur mo i l . ) 

Kai  qui et ed t he out bur st  by sayi ngs 
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"Kazama's and Tak ahas hi 's opi ni ons ar e ev i dence of  t hei r  
mut ual  l ove f o r  J apan, whi ch I  must  commend. However , each 
doc t o r 's s t at us shoul d be dec i ded by h i s own wi l l  and Or . Ha &i b a 
shoul d be r et ai ned«" 

Takahashi  went  on t u ur ge t he r et ent i on of  al l  evacuee 

doc t or s , l ie was i nt er r upt ed by heck l er s and Kazama agai n r ai s ed 

h i s voi ces 

"Due t o our  obl i gat i on t owar d t he uno and unl y (t he E mper o r ) . . , 

i i ai  i nt er r upt ed and r ebuked hi ms 

"You have no r i ght  t o hi nder  a r epr esent at i ve who has a voi ce 
i n t he body. I  advi se t hat  you r ef r ai n f r om such an act  her eaf t er . " 

WRA* a r ef usal  t o al l ow uai hyo Sha member s t o i nves t i gat e t he 

f ood s i t uat i on and t he suspi c i on t hat  gr af t  was goi ng on among 

t he WRA o f f i c i a l s was r epor t ed. I keda s t at ed: 

"Cost  of  our  dal l y f ood i s onl y amount i ng t o 18 t o 20 c ent s . 
I t  shoul d be i nc r eased t o 44£' as s t i pul at ed i n t he WRA r egul at i on*M 

Uyeda added: 

"Dai l y al l ot ment  of  f ood shoul d be 45£ and t he qual i t y shoul d 
be i mpr oved." 

i i akai i i .ro t hen r el at ed hi 's exper i ence as menu maker  i n Topaz* 

Kur at omi  br ought  t he meet i ng i nt o l i ne agai n by c al l i ng f o r  t he 

r epor t  of  t he educ at i on Commi t t ee. Thi s r epor t  i s not  i nc l uded 

I n t ne mi nut es . Tsuchi ya r emar ked: 

"Si nce we have come her e t o be r epat r i at ed t o J apan I  do not  
f i nd t he necess i t y of  l ear ni ng E ng l i s h . " 

Kur at omi  d i f f er ed: 

"A c hi l d of  f i v e or  s i x coul d get  by wi t hout  publ i c school  
educat i on, but  hi gh school  st udent s shoul d at t end publ i c school  
because of  l ack of  d i v er s i f i ed cour ses o f f er ed i n J apanese Schoo l , 
educ at i onal  pr obl ems have been ent r us t ed t o educat or s so we have 
not hi ng t o wor r y about ." 

Near  t he c l ose of  t he meet i ng Takahashi  r ecommended t hat  t he 

P l anni ng Boar d be r esur r ec t ed and r ecor gani zed despi t e t he dec i s i on 

t o di sso l ve made on t he pr evi ous n i ght . Kur at omi  di s r egar ded t hi s 
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pr oposal . He poi nt ed out  l at er  t o t he wr i t er  t hat  Takahashi 9 s 

pr oposal  was cont r ar y t o t he wi shes of  t he P l anni ng Boar d member s 

whi ch, as f ar  as t he mi nut es show, was t r ue. 

The d i f f i c u l t i es of  t he Food Commi t t ee wer e deal t  wi t h by 

cont ac t i ng Mr . Sugl mot o who had some r eput at i on f or  hav i ng exper i  

once at  i nves t i gat i ng mess condi t i ons i n i 'ost on. sugl mot o was 

not  a member  of  t he Dal hyo Sha but  was appr oached by Mr . Sai t o , 

Dal hyo ¿ha Food Commi t t ee Chai r man, and asked t o t ake over  t he 

chai r manshi p of  t he f ood commi t t ee. Sugl mot o made t he f o l l owi ng 

I nt er es t i ng st at omont  t o t he wr i t er ; 

"VJ hat  I  want ed t o f i nd out  was how bad I t  was , ac t ual l y , 
becauso compar i sons ar e pr et t y d i f f i c u l t  unl ess you can show i t  
i n f i gur es . 

"I  went  ahead and i nves t i gat ed t he act ual  r ecept i on of  t he 
f ood mat er i al  i n t he cent er  f r om t he Army quar t er mast er  and t he 
ac t ual  consumpt i on of  t hat  f ood by t he r es i dent s of  t he camp 
dur i ng t he mont h of  Sept ember , 1943. By doi ng t hat  i  t hought  
I  mi ght  bo abl e t o t hr ow some l i gh t . Of  cour se, what  I  i nvest i -
gat ed, t he dogr ee of  cor r ect ness of  t hat  r epor t  i s not  known t o 
me as y et . But  t he F BI , t hey had an account ant  wi t h t hem ( I n 
t hei r  mi d- j vovember  i nves t i gat i on) and he went  over  my r epor t  and 
wor ked i t  over  i t em by i t em us i ng t he same r ecor ds I  us ed. So 
t he onl y per son who knows how t r ue t hat  r epor t  i s he. 

11 At  t hat  t i me I  was ant i c i pat i ng d i f f i c u l t i es I  mi ght  have 
t o f ace and t he pos s i bi l i t y t hat  t he r epor t  mi ght  be c onf i s c at ed. 
So I  had my s i s t er  make 20 copi es and scat t er ed t he r epor t  t o my 
f r i ends t o keep I t  f o r  me. 

To get  t he necessar y dat a t o make t hi s r epor t , c er t ai n young 

men l i f t ed vt he des i r ed books f r om t he mess o f f i c es . Accor di ng 

t o Ks t o , f cnese books ar e s t i l l  i n t he col ony but  wer e br ought  

f or t h f r om hi di ng t o show t o t he F BI . 

OCTOBUfl  26 -  j f ohTI NQ OF TtiE PROJ ECT DI f i bCTOK AND THh m GO TI  AT I MG 
gQMKI TTbK � 

F i ve days af t er  Mr . Best  had i ssued an announcement  i nv i t i ng 

any r epr esent at i ve commi t t ee t o di scuss» any pr obl em wi t h hi m, t he 

Cent r al  Commi t t ee of  t he dal hyo Sha Kai  t el ephoned Mr . Best  and 
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asked t hat  t hey be gr ant ed an I nt er v i ew wi t h hi m. 

Ten J apanese, Hoshi ko , Hay as hi , Kur at omi , Yamamot o, Kobayashi , 

Kat o )̂ Tak eda, Tos hi da, Mor i , and Kai  wer e pr esent . Mess r s . Zi mmer  

and Bl ac k , t he Ass i s t ant  Pr o j ec t  Di r ec t or s wer e pr esent  i n addi -

t i on t o Mr . Bes t . The commi t t ee had pr epar ed an agenda of  i s sues 

based on t he suggest i ons made at  t he t wo meet i ngs of  t he Repr esent a-

t i ve Body and t he r epor t s of  t he var i ous commi t t ees. To sonsol i dat e 

t hei r  pos i t i on as l eader s , i t  was i mper at i ve t hat  t hese men on t he 

Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee t ake some t angi bl e concess i ons f r om t he 

admi ni s t r at i on back t o t he peopl e. 

The mi nut es of  t hi s meet i ng may have been censor ed by t he WRA. 

bven so t hey r eveal  c l ear l y t he po i nt s br ought  up by t he Negot i at -

i ng Commi t t ee, t he r el at i ve s t r ess on each po i nt , and t he at t i t ude 

of  t he Admi ni s t r at i on and t he Commi t t ee. 

Mr . Bes t ' s at t i t ude and st at e of  mi nd bef or e begi nni ng t h i s 

conf er ence shoul d be t aken I nt o c ons i der at i on. Ther e i s some 

evi dence t hat  he had al r eady t el egr aphed t he Pr o j ec t  Di r ec t or s 

of  ot her  cent er s on Oct ober  24t h, ask i ng f o r  J apanese vol unt eer s 

t o har vest  t he c r o ps . 1 He was under  pr essur e f r om Washi ngt on t o 

see t hat  t he c r op, whi ch was val ued at  sever al  hundr ed t housands 

of  do l l ar s , was not  was t ed. 

Mr . Best  had met  Mr . Kur at omi  once bef or e under  i naus pi c i ous 

c i r cumst ances . On Oct ober  1s t , shor t l y af t er  Kur at omi 1s ar r i val  

f r om J er ome, Dr . Mel t on, t he Ass i s t ant  Pr o j ec t  Di r ec t or  o f  J er ome 

who had accompani ed t he t r ans f er ees as es c o r t , ar r anged an i nt er -

vi ew bet ween Mr . Best  and a gr oup of  pr omi nent  J er ome t r ans f er ees . 

Kur at omi  and Kai  wer e pr es ent . Accor di ng t o Kur at omi , Mr . Bes t ' s 
% 

WRA, Tul e Lake I nc i dent , ¿Sequence of  Ev ent s . 
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f i r s t  r emar k was , " I  do n' t  r ecogni se any r epr esent at i ve body . 

I ' m not  goi ng t o be pr essur ed by anybody. I ' m not  goi ng t o meet  

any demands f r om anybody at  any t i me." Thi s r emar k was made 

despi t e t ho f ac t  t nat  t he J er omi t es had not  been i nt r oduced as 

a body of  r epr esent at i ves . Kur at omi  s t at ed: 

"Dr . Mel t on was sur pr i sed and I  t hi nk he was sor r y t hat  he 
had suggest ed our  meet i ng wi t h Mr . Bes t . One of  t he boys was so 
angr y he wal ked out  i n t he mi ddl e of  t ho meet i ng."1 (Thi s was 
pr obabl y Kever end K a i . ) 

As a r esul t  of  t hi s i nt er v i ew Kur at omi  al r eady d i s l i k ed 

Mr . Best  c o r di al l y . Wel l  educat ed, suave, speaki ng f ar  bet t er  

Kngl i on t han Mr . Bes t , h i s scor n i s c l ear l y mi r r or ed i n many of  

h i s r emar ks. He wa3 and s t i l l  I s absol ut el y convi nced of  t he 

j us t i ce of  t he cause he r epr esent ed. 

"I  don' t  t hi nk I  di d wr ong and I  t hi nk I ' v e been f a i r  wi t h 
t he peopl e. . . .Fr om t ho ver y begi nni ng I ' v e mai nt ai ned t hat  
anyt hi ng we have done wasn't  any t oo r adi c al  or  agai n3t  our  
Cons t i t ut i onal  r i ght s . As Chai r man of  t he Commi t t ee I  conduct ed 
t he j ob i n a cor r ect  manner , - and t he j ob was d i f f i c u l t  because 
t he peopl e d i dn ' t  under s t and. 

Ner vous, gent l e spoken, f u l l  of  i nt el l ec t ual  ar r ogance, 

Kur at omi  i s f ar  r emoved f r om t he bl us t er i ng t ypo of  "agi t at o r " 

whose bombast i c r emar ks enl i ven t ho mi nut es of  t he Dal hyo Sha. 

Wi t h t ho advi ce of  Rever end Kai , whom he r espec t ed t o t he poi nt  

o f  devot i on, and ot her  o l der  men, he had undoubt edl y sel ec t ed t he 

po i nt s t o be pr esent ed t o Mr . Best  wi t h gr eat  car e and had come 

pr epar ed t o get  what  concess i ons he coul d« He s t at ed f r ank l y 

t o t ho wr i t er i  

"Our  bi gges t  cause was t o s t r ai ght en out  t he f ar m ac c i dent . 
Al t hough t nat  was j ust  an excuse. because t her e wer e so many t hi ngs 
I n camp t hat  needed t o be i mpr oved. . . .Thi s t al k wi t h Mr . Best  
was t o be t he f i r s t  of  a ser i es of  r epor t s (on t he condi t i on of  
t he c o l o ny ) . u 3 

Hankey, Not es . £>ept . I B , 1944, p . 1 . 
~i b i d . , pp. 6, 1q . 
°r g l d . . i i pr i l  9, 1945, p . 3. 
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Thi s meet i ng was f ar  more l i k e a cont est  bet ween t wo adver -

sar i es t han l i k e a conf er ence. To begi n wi t h Mr . Best  ho l di ng 

t o h i s at t i t ude of  Oct ober  1s t , r ef used t o r ecogni ze t he Negot i at -

i ng Commi t t ee as r epr esent at i ves of  t he Tul e Lake r es i dent s . 

Kur at or ai  t hen i mpl i ed t hat  some of  t he quest i ons t o be asked mi ght  

be above Bes t 's aut hor i t y and asked t hat  i n such cases t hey be 

r ef er r ed t o Washi ngt on. Af t er  t hese openi ng gambi t s t he meet i ng 

r api dl y devel oped i nt o a quar r el  over  Bes t ' s supposedl y i nhuman 

at t i t ude i n r egar d t o t he f uner al . Bot h s i des hur l ed accusat i ons 

f r eel y . A sembl ance of  p r o p r i e t y was r es t or ed whi l e di scuss i ng 

t he r equest  t hat  t he evacuees at  Tul e Lake wi shed t o r ai se onl y 

enough f ood f o r  t hei r  own consumpt i on, wr . Bes t , al t hough he had 

not  "r ec ogni zed" t he commi t t ee, accept ed t h i s r equest  on I t s f ace 

val ue and i n t he pr esence of  t he Commi t t ee cancel ed a t el egr am t o 

Gi l a or der i ng beef . "We wi l l  have t o wai t  50 days bef or e we get  

any ." Accor di ng t o Op i er , t hi s gest ur e was a bl uf f � Best  mer el y 

pr et ended t o cancel  t he t el egr am. 

t f 'r or a t hi s poi nt  on, mat t er s pr oceeded wi t h r el at i ve smoot hness. 

However , near  t he end of  t he meet i ng Kur at omi  r emar ked t hat  i n t he 

event  of  a s t r i ke he i magi ned t hat  t he admi ni s t r at i on woul d see 

t hat  some qui ck so l ut i on was made� £>est  r et or t ed; "A s t r i ke i s n ' t  

t he way t o deal  wi t h me." That  t he Negot i at i ng Commi t t er  was 

al r eady pl ac i ng r el i ance on an appeal  above «r . Best  was shown not  

onl y by t he r emar k made ear l y i n t he meet i ng but  al so near  t he 

end when i vuratomi  asked i f  i t  woul d be necessar y t o r ef er  some of  

t he quest i ons t o Mr , Myer . Best  agr eed t hat  i t  woul d be necessar y 

and added t hat  he woul d l i ke Myer  t o conf er  wi t h t he commi t t ee 

when he ar r i ved on t he pr o j ec t  wi t hi n a f ew days . 
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Nei t her  s i de was ac t i ng ent i r el y above boar d. The Negot i at i ng 

Commi t t ee r et ai ned t hei r  t r ump car d t o l ay bef or e Di r ec t or  Myer ; 

t he "pr oo f " of  gr af t  among t he Caucas i an per sonnel . Mr . Best  

s t at ed at  t he begi nni ng of  t he meet i ng t hat  he di d not  "r ec ogni ze" 

t he Commi t t ee, yet  sai d at  t he ends 

"Ther e i s no r eason why we c an' t  come t o an under s t andi ng* 
We can l ay our  pr obl ems r i ght  her e on t he t abl e. 1 am her e t o 
hel p you, x am not  her e f or  any ot her  pur pose. 1 want  t o spend 
90 per cent  of  my t i me wi t h you and your  commi t t ee. That  i s 
what  I  am her e f o r  don' t  t hi nk t her e i s a pr obl em t hat  
we c an' t  sol ve i f  we get  t oget her  WQ c an n o t  r i ght  down t o 
t he bot t om of  t hese t hi ngs . Cone up a g a i n . n \  

The Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee based t hei r  r equest s on f our  maj or  

t op i c s : (1) t he quest i on of  t he s t at us of  t he evacuees under  

I nt er nat i onal  l aw under  whi ch t hey i nc l uded a r equest  f o r  r e-

segr egat i on; 2̂) t he set t l ement  of  the f ar m i nc i dent  whi ch i nc l uded 

many mi nor  po i nt s ; v3) a r equest  f o r  communi t y gover nment ; ( 4) a 

mul t i t ude of  r equest s f o r  t he bet t er ment  of  col ony l i v i ng c ondi t i ons . 

Some of  t he poi nt s wer e br ought  up as r equest s f or  c l ar i f i c at i o n , 

ot her s as r equest s spr i ngi ng f r om t he des i r es of  t he co l oni s t s and 

one r equest  f o r  an i nves t i gat i on as t o why t he f ood was so poor  

and what  was happeni ng t o t he pr oduct s of  t he hog and chi cken f ar ms� 

I t  wi l l  be i nt er es t i ng t o cons i der  t hese po i nt s one by one 

and t he Pr oj ec t  Di r ec t o r 's dec i s i on on eac h. The poi nt s wi l l  t hen 

be compar ed wi t h t he cons i der abl e number  of  st at ement s made by 

J apanese not  c l osel y connect ed wi t h t he Dal hyo Sha Kai , and an 

at t empt  made t o show how c l osel y t he poi nt s br ought  up by t he 

Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee par al l el ed t he des i r es of  t he or di nar y co l oni s t  

at  t hi s t i me* 

s t at us of  r es i dent s under  I nt er nat i onal  Law -  Fur t her  Segr egat i on 

Thi s 13 a maj or  poi nt  whi ch st ands by i t s e l f . Kur at omi  s t at ed 



t hat  t he r es i dent s wi shed t o know t hei r  s t at us under  I nt er nat i onal  

Law. Mr . West  r ef er r ed hi m t o t he Depar t ment  of  J us t i c e, Mr . Myer , 

and t he Spani sh c ons ul . Suppl ement ar y t o t h i s , Kur at omi  s t at ed 

t hat  t he r es i dent s st r ongl y des i r ed r e segr egat i on, t or . Best  

agr eed t hat  t hi s woul d be a good I dea. 

s t at us under  I nt er nat i onal  Law had l ong been a mat t er  of  

some concer n t o t he evacuees . I t s c l ar i f i c at i o n , however , had 

l i t t l e s i gni f i cance i n t he November  c r i s i s . Removal  of  t he 

"f ence- s i t t er s '4 on t he ot her  hand, was an ur gent  I s s ue, as has 

been shown by t he at t i t udes quot ed pr ev i o us l y . 1  

Farm Acc i dent  

Kur at omi  opened t he di s c uss i on of  t hi s I ssue wi t h a demand 

on t he par t  of  t he co l oni s t s t hat  «YRA announce t hat  i t  woul d t ake 

f u l l  r es pons i bi l i t y "i n r egar d t o t hese acc i dent s " and expr ess 

r egr et  concer ni ng t hem. The peopl e, he added, wi shed t o know 

what  st ops had boon t aken t owar d compensat i on, nr . Best  answer ed 

t hat  al l  f or ms of  t he uni t ed St at es empl oyees1 Compensat i on had 

been compl et ed and t r ansmi t t ed t o t hat  Commi ssi on. 

Kur at omi  t hen bl unt l y asked t he r eason f or  t he i nhuman at t i t ude 

of  t he Admi ni s t r at i on I n r egar d t o t he f uner al . Best  deni ed he.had 

i nhuman t endenc i es . Kur at omi  count er ed wi t h t he f ac t  t hat  he had 

r ef used t o go or  send a r epr esent at i ve t o t he f uner al  and gi ve a 

speech of  condol ence. The di scuss i on r api dl y di s i nt egr at ed i nt o 

a quar r el  i n whi ch Mr . Best  cont ended t hat  he had been or der ed t o 

go t o t he f uner al  and t hat  ho woul d never  accede t o demands. 

Kur at omi  deni ed t hat  any demand had been made. Best  t hen st at ed 

t hat  t he peopl e had been f or ced t o go t o t he f uner al . Kur at omi  

deni ed t hi s al s o . 

1See pp. 7- 11 of  "r 'r e- i nc i dent  At t i t udes . " 
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Thi s undi gni f i ed squabbl i ng i ndul ged i n by bot h men gai ned 

Kur at omi  not hi ng and evoked f r om Mr . Best  onl y t he ext r eme st ub-

bor nness wi t h whi ch he cust omar i l y r eac t ed when f aced by "pr essur e." 

By s t r es s i ng Mr . Bes t ' s i nhumani t y , Kur at omi  was per haps at t empt i ng 

t o r el at e Mr . Bes t ' s i ncons i der at eness concer ni ng the publ i c f uner al  

wi t h t he v i ol ence shown t he phot ogr apher , t i e succeeded onl y , 

however , i n I r r i t at i ng Mr , Best  al most  t o t he poi nt  of  i ncoher ency . 

Best  s t at ed: 

"You or  none el se ar e goi ng t o t el l  me what  t o do . . .We wi l l  
do t hi s wi t hout  put t i ng me on t he spot . I  am not  goi ng t o be put  
on t he spot  and you ar e not  goi ng t o come her e and t ei i  me what  t o 
do . . . " 

Far m Acr eage 

Kur at omi  s t at ed t hat  i t  was t he des i r e of  t he peopl e t hat  t hey 

f ar m no more acr eage t han was necessar y f or  t he needs of  t he co l ony . 

Thi s was a f a i r l y st r ong camp sent i ment . Best  i nqui r ed i f  t h i s 

meant  t hat  t hey want ed no mor e beof  f r om Gi l a . Kur at omi  agr eed. 

Beat , i n t he pr esence of  t he commi t t ee, cancel ed a shi pment  of  

beef  expect ed f r om Gi l a , s t at i ng t hat  50 days must  el apse bef or e 

any beef  coul d be pr ocur ed t hr ough t he ar my Quar t er mast er . Kur at omi , 

appar ent l y unper t ur bed, asked f or  a f ar m commi t t ee; Best  s t at ed 

t hat  he was whol ehear t edl y i n f avor  of  t he f or mat i on of  such a 

body, l ie al so assur ed t he Commi t t ee t hat  f ood had never  been sent  

t o t he Ar my or  Navy. 

Publ i c School s and F l ag Rai s i ng Cer emony 

On r equest  Mr � Bl ack expl ai ned t he pr oposed pl an f o r  t he 

publ i c school s and i n answer  t o a di r ec t  ques t i on, s t at ed t hat  t her e 

woul d be no f l ag r ai s i ng cer emony and t hat  at t endance woul d not  

be compul sor y. On t hi s mat t er  Kur at omi  t o l d t he wr i t er  t hat  

Hever end Kai  bel i eved t hat  educat i on i n Engl i s h was benef i c i al  t o 
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t he c hi l dr en. Some of  t he camp r es i dent s , however , wer e concer ned 

over  t he pos s i bi l i t y t hat  t hei r  chi l dr en mi ght  be f o r c ed t o submi t  

t o compul sor y i ndoc t r i nat i on I n Amer i cani sm. When quest i oned by 

t he wr i t er  as t o t he s i gni f i c anc e of  t he f l ag r ai s i ng cer emony, 

Kur at omi  expl ai ned t hat  I t  was mot i vat ed by a des i r e t o see t hat  

no di s r espec t  be shown t o t he Amer i can f l ag . Pr evi ous t o t hi s 

r umor s had seeped out  of  camp t hat  t he Amer i can f l ag r ai s ed I ns i de 

t he camp had been t or n down. Kur at omi  deni ed t h i s , expl ai ni ng t o 

t he wr i t er s 

"The Amer i can f l ag i n t he cent er  was br ought  down by one of  
t he bo;/ scout s . He f el t  t hat  t he f l ag of  any nat i on shoul d command 
t hat  much r es pec t . He f ear ed t hat  some r ude boys woul d get  ho l d 
of  i t  and t r ampl e on i t . He t ook i t  down. Ther e was a r umor , 
however , t hat  somebody mi ght  t sar  i t  down."  ̂

Kur at omi  added t hat  he knew wher e t he f l ag was and t hat  i t  

was i n a saf e p l ac e. 

Communi t y Gover nment  

Th i s was anot her  maj or  I s sue as f ar  as t he Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee 

was concer ned. Kur at omi  st at ed t hat  t he peopl e want ed a cent er  

or gani zat i on t o gover n and t ake car e of  the cent er  r es i dent s and 

negot i at e wi t h t he Admi ni s t r at i on. The or gani zat i on of  t hi s body 

was t o be l ef t  ent i r el y t o t he cent er  r es i dent s , best  agr eed 

t hat  he t oo des i r ed t h i s , but  t hat  i t  must  be a compl et el y r epr e-

sent at i ve body. nr . bl ack made i t  qui t e c l ear  t hat  t her e coul d 

not  be such a t hi ng as sel f - gover nment , and asked t hat  t he pr esent  

commi t t ee ser ve an an advi sor y commi t t ee t o t he admi ni s t r at i on. 

Kur at omi  agai n used t he t er n "cent r al  gover ni ng body" and was 

cor r ect ed by Bl ac k , r .ur at omi  t hen s t at ed t he cent er  des i r ed t hat  

'Bl ock l ana go r a be put  under  t he super v i s i on of  t hi s pr oposed cent r al  

"̂l i . nankey, f l ot es, i f ce. 11, 1044, p . 4. 
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Commi t t ee. I t  was expl ai ned t hat  under  WRA r egul at i ons t hi s 

coul d not  be done. 

i t  i s doubt f ul  i f  t he dos i r o f or  a "cent r al  o r gani sat i on" 

wa3 a mat t er  of  pr i mar y I nt er es t  t o t he evacuees as a whol e at  

t hi s t i me. Thi s poi nt  pr obabl y r ef l ec t s t he i nt er es t s of  t he 

l eader s . V̂hen quest i oned by t he wr i t er  as t o why t he commi t t ee 

wi shed t o br i m; t he Bl ock Manager s under  t he Cent r al  Commi t t ee, 

Kur at or ai  expl ai ned t hat  i n t hi s manner  t he bl ock Manager s coul d 

be kept  I n t hei r  pr oper  pl ace as absol ut el y unpo l i t i c al  f i gur e-

heads , go- bet weens bet ween t he Admi ni s t r at i on and t he peopl e. 

nWe I nt ended t o keep t hem as f i gur eheads . . . i f  somet hi ng 
came up t hat  t he Cent r al  Commi t t ee f el t  i t  was not  t hei r  (bl ock 
manager s) dut y , t he Cent r al  Commi t t ee coul d t el l  t hem t hat  t he 
pr obl em shoul d be under  t he Cent r al  Commi t t ee.W1 

Thi s mat t er  appear s t o be a po l i t i c al  maneuver  t o keep t he 

bl ock manager s out  of  t he po l i t i c al  p i c t ur e. The Negot i at i ng 

Commi t t ee was t ak i ng no chances i n per mi t t i ng t he devel opment  of  

a r i v al  o r gani zat i on. Mr . Adachi , an o l d Tul ean who hel d a pr omi -

nent  pos i t i on among t he bl ock manager s at  t hi s t i me, gave t he 

wr i t er  h i s f r ank opi ni on of  t hi s maneuver : 

"I  t hi nk t hey want ed t o cont r ol  t he bl ock manager s at  t hat  
t i me. W© t o l d t hem we d i dn ' t  want  anyt hi ng t o do wi t h t hat . We 
wer e wi l l i ng t o co- oper at e i n t he wor k and hel p t hem f or  t he benef i t  
of  t he peopl e, but  we want ed t o st ay neut r al  

Food Quest i on 

Kur at or ai  st at ed t hat  t he r es i dent s doubt ed t hat  t hey wer e 

get t i ng t hei r  f u l l  shar e of  poul t r y and eggs f r om t he f ar m. 

Ziraraer  expl ai ned t hat  s i nce J une 22 no hogs had been s l aught er ed 

and t hat  a l l  t he pr oceeds f r om t he hog and poul t r y f ar ms wer e goi i  ̂

t o mess management , best  i nt i mat ed t hat  I f  t he wor ker s at  t hese 

1 i b i d . 
2 l b l d . , J an. 8, 1945, p . 4. 
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f ar ms shoul d st op wor ki ng he woul d have t o sel l  t hese pr oduct s 

o f f  t he pr o j ec t . Kur at omi  t hen asked f o r  an i nves t i gat i on i nt o 

mess hal l  d i s t r i but i on. Best  r ef er r ed hi m t o t he mess depar t ment . 

L at er  i n t he meet i ng Kur at omi  compl ai ned t hat  t he f ood was 

ver y poor , t hat  t he c hi l dr en wer e not  get t i ng s uf f i c i ent  mi l k and 

t hat  eggs wer e never  ser ved, t fest , r ep l i ed t hat  t he l ack of  mi l k 

was pr obabl y t he f aul t  of  f t l ess Management , t hat  eggs wer e on t he 

menu ever y day , and suggest ed t he empl oyment  of  a J apanese head 

st ewar d under  Mr . - feck* 

I n vi ew of  t he t r emendous publ i c r esent ment  over  poor  f ood, 

t he r umor s pr eval ent  among evacuees and Caucas i ans t hat  f ood was 

bei ng sol d o f f  t he pr o j ec t , ei t her  t o the Army and Navy or  t o t he 

bl ack mar ket , t h i s r ef er r i ng of  t he f ood quest i on t o t he mens 

depar t ment  on t he par t  of  Mr . Best  cannot  be cons i der ed wi s e. Hi s 

answer i ng the char ge t hat  eggs ar e never  ser ved by sayi ng t hat  t hey 

ar e on t he nanu shows i gnor ance of  Mess c ondi t i ons . Rel i abl e evacuee 

i nf or mant s r epeat edl y st at e t hat  what  i s put  on t he menu and what  

i s ser ved ar e t wo di f f er ent  t h i ngs . These quest i ons on f ood wer e 

v i t a l . By pass i ng t hem o f f  l i ght l y a val uabl e oppor t uni t y t o 

decr ease t he i l l  wi l l  of  t he co l oni s t s was di s r egar ded. 

I nt er nal  Secur i t y 

¿i r . Best  br ought  up t hi s subj ect  h i ms el f , a r ef l ec t i on of  

h i s own concer n over  t he unsat i s f ac t or y st at e of  the J apanese 

- Mi t ernal  Secur i t y af t er  segr egat i on. Accor di ng t o Kur at omi , t he 

J apanese f or ce was supposed t o cons i s t  of  140 member s and I t  had 

been r educed by segr egat i on t o 78, a f r ac t i on over  h a l f . 1 Af t er  

segr egat i on, t he pos i t i on of  war den had become i nc r eas i ngl y 

î b i d . , J eo . 26, 1944, p . 2. 
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unpopul ar  and anyone who accept ed i t  was i n danger  of  bei ng r egar ded 

as an i nu (,dog), or  s t ool - pi geon, a per son wi l l i ng t o wor k f or  t he 

admi ni s t r at i on and agai ns t  h i s own p e o p l e T h e r educ t i on of  t he 

J apanese pol i ce f or ce t o hal f - i t s necessar y s t r engt h was a mat t er  

of  gr eat  concer n t o f ci r . Best  s i nce t he camp coul d not  poss i bl y be 

adequat el y po l i c ed wi t hout  t he ass i s t ance of  t he evacuees . 

Lat r i ne F ac i l i t i es 

(Curatomi  asked f or  t he I mpr ovement  of  l at r i ne f ac i l i t i es , 

t test  expl ai ned t he d i f f i c u l t i o s of  I mpr ovi ng t hese and r emar ked 

t hat  t he next  hous i ng adj ust ment  woul d r el i eve t he s i t uat i on» 

Kur at omi  compl ai ned t hat  t he hot  and col d wat er  coul d not  be 

mi xed and Be st  s t at ed t hat  he want ed t o i mpr ove al l  such condi -

t i ons . 

Lot s ar ound bar r acks -  Por ches 

Best  s t at ed t hat  i f  pr oper  pl ans wer e made and Washi ngt on9s 

appr oval  I s gai ned, por chos coul d pr obabl y be bui l t  f or  about  

2̂0,000. Thi s st at ement  was i nt er pr et ed by t he commi t t ee as a 

pr omi se f r om nr . ¿¿est  t hat  t hei r  por chos woul d be bu i l t , and was 

publ i c i zed as such, '.«"hen t he por ches wor e not  bui l t  t hi s was 

r egar ded as a br each of  f a i t h by t he J apanese. 

Mai l  Del i ver y 

Kur at omi  s t at ed t hat  t he r es i dent s f e l t  t hat  mai l  shoul d be 

del i ver ed t o each un i t , and not  t o t he bl ock manager s. Best  

sai d he woul d t r y t o wor k I t  out , 

t B * at l ent s r el eased i n cent er  

Kur at omi  s t at ed t hat  t uber cul os i s pat i ent s wer e bei ng sent  t o 

"Pr om an i nt er v i ew wi t h H. Tsuda, Head of  t he J apanese I nt er nal  
Secur i t y , i t . hankey , j j ot os5 J an. 11, 1945, pp. 1, 5. 
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t he bl oc k s . These shoul d be segr egat ed and sent  back home. (Add 

expl anat i on f r om X. ) Best  sai d t h i s shoul d be r ef er r ed t o t he 

medi cal  s t a f f . 

I nadequat e pr epar at i on t o r ecei ve sepyegees 

Kur at omi  asked who was r espons i bl e f or  t he i nadequat e pr epar a-

t i on f or  t he segr egees ent er i ng Tu l e. Best  r epl i ed t hat  he must  

bl ame t he Congr ess of  t he Uni t ed St at es . 

Di sappear anco of  WKA mat er i al  

Kur at or ai  s t at ed t hat  I n t he past  t he di sappear ance of  ar t i c l es 

such as saws, hammer s, and axes had been bl amed on evacuees . I f  

t h i s shoul d happen i n Tu l e, he asked t hat  t he admi ni s t r at i on i nvest i -

gat e t hor oughl y bef or e t hey make an accusat i on. .Best  assur ed hi m 

t hat  an i nves t i gat i on woul d be hel d. 

Summary 

Revi ewi ng t ho answer s gi ven by Mr . Best  i t  appear s t hat  t he 

Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee had r eason t o f eel  opt i mi s t i c over  t he 

gener al  r es ul t s of  t i l l s meet i ng. ur � Best  agr eed whol ehear t edl y 

on t he mat t er  of  c ul t i vat i ng f ar m acr eage onl y f or  t he needs of  t he 

col ony and was al most  ent hus i as t i c over  t ho f or mat i on of  a f ar m 

commi t t ee and a r epr esent at i ve body f r om t he co l ony, s t at i ng, 

however , t hat  t hi s coul d not  be a seI f - gover ni ng body. The 

Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee was asked t o ser ve i n an advi sor y capac i t y 

t o t he admi ni s t r at i on i n f or mi ng t hi s body. Best  s t at ed t hat  he 

"woul d do what  he coul d" i n t he mat t er  of  por ches , l at r i nes and 

t he mai l , and agr eed t hat  segr egat i on "woul d be a good i dea . " 

One r eques t , on a mi ni mum age of  t r uck dr i v er s , was shown t o be 

al r eady i n e f f ec t , xhe Commi t t ee was assur ed t hat  at t endance at  

t he Amer i can school s woul d not  be compul sor y. Two quest i ons wer e 

# 
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r ef er r ed t o a hi gher  aut hor i t y and t he Congr ess of  t he uni t ed 

¿i t at es was conveni ent l y bl amed f o r  t he i nconveni ences of  segr e-

gat i on. The i mposs i bi l i t y of  pl ac i ng bl ock manager s under  t he 

super v i s i on of  t he pr oposed Repr esent at i ve body was adequat el y 

exp l ai ned. The compl ai nt s about  t he mess, however , wer e pushed 

as i de wi t h a vague suggest i on t hat  t he head of  t he Mess Di v i s i o n 

bo consul t ed. Thi s muddl ed mess s i t uat i on was (as i de f r om t he 

emot i onal  ho s t i l i t y engender ed b y t he f a me r 1 s deat h) t he most  

i mpor t ant  i ssue br ought  up by t he Commi t t ee. Sugi mot o J  s f ood 

commi t t ee was bus i l y gat her i ng evi dence of  gr af t  t o l ay bef or e 

i /i r ect or  Myer . 

Co l oni s t s ' Vi ews on Lemands of  f t pgot l at l nf t  Commi t t ee 

Ĵ udgi ng by evacuees 1 st at ement s *md l e t ot oVaZ Ê' ĥi s per i od 

t he poi nt s br ought  up by t he negot i at i ng Commi t t ee wer e a f a i r l y 

accur at e mi r r or  of  publ i c sent i ment . Onl y on t he mat t er  of  t he 

c r eat i on of  a "per manent  govor ni ng body" can t he commi t t ee be 

accused of  j umpi ng ahead of  t he wi shes of  t he peopl e. Thi s does 

not  mean, t hat  t he peopl e v»ero agai ns t  t he f or mat i on of  such a 

body but  t hat  t her e I s no evi dence t hat  t he peopl e cons i der ed 

i t  a c r y i ng need or  des i r ed t o make i t  one of  t he sal i ent  i t ems 

r equest ed of  . Bes t . Wi t h t hi s one except i on i t  can be sai d 

t hat  ever y I ssue put  bef or e Mr . Best  at  t hi s Oct ober  26 meet i ng 

had an appr ec i abl e amount  of  publ i c suppor t ; t hi s does not  

i mpl y , however , t hat  suppor t  of  each poi nt  was camp- wi de. Accor d 

i ng t o I nf or mant  * s s t at ement s , t he i ns t i t ut i on of  pr oper  pr ecaut i  

t o pr event  t ho r ecur r ence of  ac c i dent s , i mpr ovewent  of  gener al  

l i v i ng condi t i ons and t he di smi ssal  of  J r  � Pedi cor d wer e t he most  

emphat i c des i r es of  the peopl e. 
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I f r  I D I NTUI TU ot l ni j , Lh3t  ndhnent i o l ? "* t t o r .- ŷ G -

l l r . f pdl cor d wfl.q made by Knrntrmi* at  t hi s meet i ng. 

�broush f̂orwarg drmnatjx ĵ L̂^̂ - the- eoi i fui - eacu wi th Di l l on"Myer  f 

ftp 1 d on Novmaboi j l» Kur at omi  expl ai ned 4in the wel ter t hat  t he 

commi t t ee bel i eved at  t i l l s t i me t hat  t hei r  chi ef  ef f o r t s shoul d 

be di r ec t ed t o t he at t empt  t o s t r ai ght en out  t he f ar m acc i dent . 

They i nt ended t o br i ng up t he mat t er  of  JUr. Pedi cor d l at er . The 

r epor t  of  t he hospi t al  commi t t ee was not  yet  compl et e.'1 Mor eover  

af t er  t hi s Oot ober  26t h meet i ng, addi t i onal  pr essur e was put  on 

t he Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee by t he J apanese doct or s and nur ses at  

t he hospi t al  t o get  r i d of  Pedi cor d. 

Some i dea of  what  demands t he peopl e t hought  most  i mpor t ant  

may be gai ned f r om t he f o l l owi ng st at ement s made by i ndi v i dual s 

not  connect ed wi t h t he Dai hyo Sha. Fr om Mr . Fuj i r i ot o: 

"The commi t t ee dec i ded t o r equest  t hat  ( l ) t he mot or  depot  
and pl acement  o f f i ce set  cer t ai n age l i mi t s t o peopl e who dr i ve 
t r ucks and ot her  t ypes of  vehi c l es wi t hi n t he cent er . (2) That  
t he f ood i n camp be i mpr oved. (3) That  cer t ai n o f f i c i a l s of  
t he WRA who wer e known t o have been chi sel i ng be di schar ged. 
(4) That  Dr . êdi cor d, t he Chi ef  Medi cal  Of f i c er , i n vi ew of  
h i s ant i - J apanese vi ews and ac t i ons , be di schar ged. That  he 
was i nconpet ent  and negl i gent  of  h i s dut i es . That  because of  
h i s r ef usal  t o gr ant  per mi ss i on f o r  t r ans f us i ons t o t wo or  
t hr ee pat i ent s i n t he past  (a J apanese doct or  had r ecommended 
t r ans f us i ons ) t hese pat i ent s al l  di ed 2 

"They asked f or  por ches f or  al l  t he apar t ment s. WRA had 
pr omi sed l umber  f or  al l  t he por ches. I t  was never  suppl i ed. 
That 's wher e t hat  r equest  came i n . We wer e pr omi sed. That 's 
i nef f i c i enc y as f ar  as I 'm concer ned. 

"The onl y t hi ng t hat  ever ybody i n camp absol ut el y endor sed 
was t he di smi ssal  of  Dr . Pedi cor d, and more car e i n pl acement  
of  dr i ver s , and an i mpr ovement  of  f ood, and I  t hi nk , t he request 
f or  an i nves t i gat i on of  gr af t i ng. Gr af t i ng st ar t ed t he whole 
wor ks. ° 

-̂ ¿i. Hani cey, Not es . Apr i l  9, 1945, p . 3. 

R̂epor t , MJ O. 24, p . 21. 
3Not es_, F eb. pp. 13, 14. 
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Pr om an o l d Tul ean n i s e i : 

" I  don' t  kpdw how much t t af cy demaa ded £<5r  t he wi dow send 
chi l dr en . � uut  t he peopl e f  i gur ed (60/& of  mont hl y 
wage) was noz enough . � Ir  � Then at  the same t i me t hey made 
demands Zoj f por ches and/Tor  t he l at r i ne t o be bet t er  t aken 
car e of  and ot her  t h i ngs . They al sp asked f o r  Dr . Pedi cor d 
t o be tauten out  of  t ê ho s p i t a l . Ther e wer e sever al  ot her  
r eques t s t hey t hr ew i n wi t h t he f ar mer 's c as e . "l  

The pol i cy of  t he Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee at  t hi s meet i ng 

has never  been c r i t i c i zed by t he evacuees . The gener al  at t i t ude 

at  t hi s t i me was t hat  t hese men had been put  up as r epr esent at i ves ; 

what ever  t hey chose t o do "f o r  t he benef i t  of  t he peopl e" was al l  

r i ght  T \  

iAri. 3T Th ¿1*11 FAIL* WuiiKLffS � CALLS IN "LOYAL" LVACUkKS 

TJ  iii ÂK TiiL. "uTiUKL" 

The day f o l l owi ng t hi s meet i ng, ¿- r . Best  t er mi nat ed t he 

f ar mer s as of  Oct ober  19. Thi s was a most  di s c r edi t i ng s i t uat i on 

f or  t he Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee, s i nce t he f ar mer s had put  compl et e 

conf i dence i n t hem and pl aced t he handl i ng of  t he i nc i dent  ent i r el y 

i n t hei r  hands . Mr . i i est  al so t el egr aphed Char l es F . E r ns t , 

Pr o j ec t  Di r ec t or  at  the Topaz Cent er  and W. Wade head of  Post on, 

r equest i ng t he r ecr ui t ment  of  f ar m wor kor a t o har vest  t he cr ops 

o 

at  Tul o âi ce." hav i ng t aken t hi s ac t i on he l ef t  t he pr o j ec t  f o r  

¿an F r anc i s c o , wher e, i t  i s s ai d, he was t o conf er  wi t h Di l l on Myer  . 

The t er mi nat i on not i ce was wor ded as f o l l ows ; 

R e p o r t , Deo. 24, p . 12. 
2The Topaz Ti mes (Oc t . 28, 1943) cont ai ns an i nt er es t i ng st at ement  
by u r . r̂ n s t : r t I n di s c uss i ng t he j ob I  have been asked t o f i nd out  
i f  t her e i s any t r oubl e l i k e a "s t r i k e" at  Tul e L ake. Las t  ni ght  I  
phoned t o Tul e Lake and r ecei ved t hi s i nf or mat i on. 'Ther e i s no 
"s t r i k e" or  l abor  t r oubl e at  'r ul e L ak e . ' The r es i dent s of  Tul e Lake 
have had meet i ngs wi t h t hei r  pr o j ec t  di r ec t or  and have s ai d t hey di d 
not  f eel  t hey shoul d har ves t  cr ops t hat  wer e goi ng t o ot her  c ent er s . " 

I n Post on, t he exi s t ence of  t he s t r i ke was not  o f f i c i a l l y annouced 
unt i l  Oc t . 31 {Post on Chr oni c l e) . The wor ker s wer e o f f er ed 90  ̂ t o f l  
an hour . "X" s t at es t hat  t he t el egr am of  Oc t . 27 di d not  st at e t hat  
a 3t r i ke was i n pr ogr ess but  di d say t hat  t he Tul e Lake peopl e had 
r ef used t o har vest  t he cr op f o r  shi pment  t o t he "l oyal  peopl e" I n 
ot her  cent er s , a ' s Soc i o l ogi cal  J our nal . Oc t . 27, 1943, pp. 2, 10. 
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FARM WORKERS NOTI CE 

Duo t o f ai l ur e of  Far m Wor ker s t o r epor t  f o r  wor k t hey have 
been t er mi nat ed as of  Oct ober  19. I n or der  t o get  t he payr ol l  
out  on t i me, ar r angement s have been made f or  t hese wor ker s t o 
r et ur n t hei r  badges t o t he Ti mekeeper 's o f f i c e at  717, f r om now 
unt i l  noon of  Sat ur day. 

F ai l ur e t o r et ur n t he badge3 wi l l  aut omat i cal l y br i ng a 
char ge of  50  ̂ t o al l  t f ar m Wor ker s who have not  t ur ned i n t hei r  
badge3 at  t ni s t i me, and t he payr ol l  wi l l  bo del ayed. 

Si gnat ur e: R. R. Best  

Thi s ac t i on was a st agger i ng bl ow t o t he negot i at i ng Commi t t ee 

and t o t he s t r i k i ng f ar mer s . The Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee had assumed 

t he f u l l  bur den of  r espons i bi l i t y of  managi ng t he st r i ke and gai n-

i ng t he concess i ons des i r ed f r om t he Admi ni s t r at i on and had had 

a meet i ng wi t h 14r . Best  at  whi ch t hey had appear ed t o have con-

s i der abl e advant age. The day af t er  t he meet i ng t he f ar mer s , who 

wor e r el y i ng on thorn, wer e t er mi nat ed, and "l oyal  evacuees" wer e 

cal l ed f or  who woul d br eak t he st r i ke whi ch was t hei r  maj or  i f  

not  t hei r  onl y bar gai ni ng po i nt . The anger  of  t he commi t t ee and 

t he peopl e at  what  t hey cal l ed "t h i s doubl e- cr oss" I s easy t o 

appr ec i at e. The s i t uat i on i s bot r ayed c l ear l y i n t he f o l l owi ng 

st at ement  made by Kur at omi : 

"Nat ur al l y , af t er  wo had had t he meet i ng wi t h Mr . Best  we 
made r epor t s t o t he r epr esent at i ves and t o t he f ar m gr oup i n 
par t i c ul ar . That  such a st at ement  came out  t he f o l l owi ng day 
t hr ew suspi c i on on Admi ni st r at i ve s i ncer i t y . (and put  t he 
Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee i n a ver y bad l i ght . K . l i .) Our  i mmedi -
at e f eel i ng was a di s t r us t  of  Mr , bes t . "3-

"Di s t r us t " I s a mi l d wor d t o use to descr i be t he sent i ment s 

of  t he i 'i egot i at I ng Commi t t ee af t er  t hi s ac t i on by Mr . Bes t . 

jy&LTi m OF FAm C- )MiAITThh Al iD ASSI STANT PROJ ECT D1RLCT0K Z1MMER 

I 7acod now wi t h t he l oss of  t hei r  j obs and t he compl et e f r us-

t r at i on of  t hei r  ai ms, t he f ar mer s sont  a commi t t ee t o di scuss t he 

1 R . Hankey, Not es , SQpt . 18, 1944, p . 6. 
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mat t er  wi t h Mr . Zi mmer  on Oct ober  29. They t ol d Mr . Zi mmer  t hat  

t hey had gi ven Mr . Kal l um, t he f ar m super v i sor , t he "def i n i t e 

i nt er pr et at i on" t hat  t hei r  st oppage of  wor k was not  t o be consi -

der ed a "s t r i k e", and s i nce t hey had not  gone on a s t r i ke t hey 

di d not  see why t hey shoul d be t er mi nat ed. They poi nt ed out  t hat  

t her e was so much cont r ast  bet ween t he r epor t  t he Negot i at i ng 

Commi t t ee had br ought  back t o t hem f r om i t s Oct ober  26 conf er ence 

wi t h Mr . Best  and t he ac t i on of  t er mi nat i on t hat  t hey "wer e ver y 

much di sappoi nt ed about  t h i s ac t i o n . " They r equest ed t hat  t he 

admi ni s t r at i on r et r ac t  t he t er mi nat i on by noon of  t he f o l l owi ng 

day, t hr eat eni ng, " i f  t hi s pr obl em cannot  be s et t l ed, concer ni ng 

t he gr avene ss of  t he s i t uat i on, we wi l l  agai n have t o t ur n t he 

mat t er  i nt o t he peopl es ' hand3." I n spi t e of  t he bol dness of  t h i s 

t hr eat , t he f ar mer s ' gr eat  des i r e t o keep t hei r  j obs i s c l ear l y 

i ndi c at ed by t he al most  pat het i c st at ement s " I t ' s poss i bl e t hat  

al l  of  us shoul d r et ur n t o wor k. We don' t  bel i eve any of  us woul d 

have any obj ec t i on t o r et ur ni ng t o work."**-

The f ar mer s gai ned not hi ng at  al l  f r om t h i s meet i ng, f or  t he 

day Mr . Si mmer  r el eased t he f o l l owi ng s t at ement : 

Due t o Admi ni s t r at i ve I ns t r uc t i on 27, Rev i sed, dat ed 
August  4, 1943, i t  i s i mposs i bl e f or  me t o r ever se t he dec i s i on 
r egar di ng t he t ur ni ng i n of  badges whi ch was r ecei ved by t he 
f or mer  f ar m wor ker s on Oct ober  28, 1943. 

ARRI VAL OF J APANh.Sb TO HARVEST CHOPS - -  i SLi QVAL OF FOOD FOR THEI R 

USb FROM PROJ ECT WAREHOUSES 

The f i r s t  cont i ngent  of  "s t r i ke- br eak i ng" f ar m wor ker s ar r i ved 

i n Tul e Lake Oct ober  30. The r es i dent s had no doubt  been i nf or med 

of  t hei r  comi ng t hr ough l et t er s f r om ot her  cent er s,. St at ement s 

Fr om a t r ans l at i on of  t he se mi nut es gi ven or al l y t o t he wr i t er  
by Mr . Kur at omi . i b i d . , Dec . 26, 1944, p . 2. 
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of  I nf or mant s I ndi cat e t hat  t he peopl e never  f o r  a moment  bl amed 

t he Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee f or  t h i s bl ow. Al l  r esent ment , and 

r esent ment  now r ose t o phenomi nal  hei ght s , was heaped upon 

"doubl e- c r oss i ng" Mr . Best  and t he "doubl e- c r oss i ng l oyal  J apanese" 

who, bei ng J apanese, "shoul d have known bet t er . " So gr eat  was 

t h i s r esent ment  t hat  when, on Oct ober  31, J apanese Mot or  Pool  

empl oyees wer e or der ed t o ser v i ce t r ucks t o t r anspor t  t he "l o y al " 

f ar mer s f r om Kl amat h F al l s t o t he f ar m, t hey r ef us ed, gi v i ng as 

excuse t hat  t hey had r ecei ved no r equi s i t i on f or  t he t r ucks . The 

t r ucks wer e event ual l y t aken out  by Caucas i ans , who, i t  I s s ai d, 

wer e f o l l owed by obscene r emar ks f r om t he J apanese as t hey dr ove 

away .1 , 

A member  of  t he Dai hyo Sha sai d? 

"The har ves t er s who came i n wer e J apanese. T hat ' s what  you 
cal l  t he doubl e c r oss . I t  was J ust  l i k e an ant i - s t r i ke. Best  
st opped t he wor k but  d i dn ' t  gi ve t hem a chance t o cons i der  i t . 
i ie gave t he peopl e no not i ce of  t he f ac t  t hat  he was goi ng t o 
br i ng i n t he f ar m wor ker s" . . . . i f  t he Admi ni s t r at i on had 
put  out  o f f i c i a l l y t hat  t hey c oul dn' t  do t hi ngs (at  t he begi n-
ni ng of  t he t r oubl ed I  do n' t  t hi nk t he peopl e woul d have got  so 
angr y . But  t hey d i dn ' t  t el l  t he peopl e any t h i ng."2 

Mr . Fuj l mot o, who r el ocat ed f r om Tul e I n Sept ember , 1944 s ai d: 

"P r ev i ous t o al l  t h i s , Mr. Best  gave wor d t hat  any ac t i on 
he dec i ded t o t ake t o har vest  t he cr ops i n t he f i e l ds woul d 
f i r s t  be made publ i c t o t he evacuees and t he evacuee f ar mer s . 
However , wi t h no no t i f i c at i on what ever  he had br ought  i n about  
90 or  100 "yes- yes" J apanese t o t ake over  t he har ves t i ng. . . I  
t hought  i t  was k i nd of  a di r t y t r i c k , put t i ng i t  mi l d l y . ? * 

Mr s . Samaguchl  s ai d: 

"At  t hat  t i me I  t hought , ' I f  t hose peopl e f r om t he ot her  
cent er s r eal l y under st ood t he s i t uat i on I n her e t hey woul dn't  
dar e come.1 Even i f  Mr . bes t  di d want  t hem t o come, t hey 
d i dn ' t  have t o . I  d i dn ' t  bl ame Mr . Best  at  a l l . Those J apanese 
who di d come shoul d know bet t er . 

F̂r om abr i dged jPBl  Repor t  on t he Tul e Lake I nc i dent , p . 96. 
M̂ot es , Mar . , p. 52. 

po r t , L ec . 24, p . 15. not es» Apr i l  p . 30. See al so Not es . F eb, pl 4] 
4 l b i d . , Oc t . 12, 1944, p . 1. 

H H H H B H 1 
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�¡¿Lhei WRA pr ov i ded f ood f or  the- aa. har ves t er s f r om t he war ehouses 

wher e t he r es i dent s 1 f ood was s t or ed, r emovi ng I t  by n i ght . 

Thi r t y- t wo t housand pounds of  f ood wer e t aken out  by member s of  

t he appoi nt ed per sonnel  on t he ni ght  of  Oct ober  29. 1 Opl er  

s t at ed t hat  t he f ood was t aken at  ni ght  because t he t r ucks wer e 

needed f or  ot her  wor k dur i ng t he day , but  i t  I s al so ver y poss i bl e 

t hat  t he WRA hes i t at ed t o r emove t he f ood by day f or  f ear  of  

ar ous i ng addi t i onal  r esent ment . However , evacuee espi onage agai ns t  

t he admi ni s t r at i on was f unc t i oni ng at  hi gh pi t ch and i t  was I mmedi -

at el y not ed t hat  t he t r ucks wer e dr i ven t o t he war ehouse, l oaded 

wi t h l ar ge quant i t i es of  f ood and t hen dr i ven o f f  t he pr o j ec t . 

The next  mor ni ng, J apanese empl oyed I n t he war ehouse checked up 

on t he mi ss i ng i t ems . Accor di ng t o one i nf or mant  t hey f ound 120 

sacks of  r i c e, 50 oases of  mi l k , many cans of  cor n and pi neappl e 

and much f l our  and cat sup gone. They t hemsel ves never  r ecei ved 

cat sup at  mess .  ̂ Whi l e, t h i s r emoval  of  f ood was not  t he bas i c 

cause f or  r esent msnt  i t  pr oved t o be an exc el l ent  vehi c l e f o r  

expr ess i ons of  bi t t er ness agai nst  t he admi ni s t r at i on. 

A ni s ei  member  of  t he Dal hyo Sha s ai d: l CoH- -̂ t  ̂

"The f ood happened at  n i ght . The peopl e d i dn ' t  know about  
i t . t f e f i gur ed t hi s war ehouse was f or  t he c ent er . Yfnat  woul d 
you t hi nk i f  peopl e came i n wi t h t r ucks at  ni ght ? 

F̂ uj i mot o s t at ed i n a l et t er  t o t he wr i t or r  

"These wor ker s wer e bei ng1f ed f r om t he pr o j ec t  war ehouse 
f r om whi ch f ood was oei n,3 t aken out  at  al l  hour s of  t he ni ght  
and day . Thi s l ed t he evacuees t o bel i eve t hat  t hey wer e bei ng 
done out  of  a goodl y por t i on of  t hei r  f ood. Subsequent  i nvest i -
gat i on uphel d t h i s b e l i e f . " 4 

%R A , Tul e Lake I nc i dent , Sequence of  Ev ent s . 

R̂epor t . Dec . 24, 1943, pp. 13, 21. 
3 R . Hankey, Mot es t  Mar . 1944, p . 62. 

R̂epor t , Dec . 24, 1943, pp. 13, 14. 
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As soon as t hi s r emoval  of  f ood became known a gr oup of  

young men, some of  whom wer e Dal hyo 3ha member s sot  t o wat chi ng 

t he war ehouses and t he mot or  pool  at  n i ght . Al t hough Mr  ̂ Kat Ĵ **- *' 

one of  t he l eader s of  t hi s gr oup has assur ed t he wr i t er  t hat  

"we wer e r eady t o beat  up any Caucas i an we caught  t r y i ng t o t ake 

f o o d , " t he wr i t er  i s i nc l i ned t o t hi nk t hat  t he young f el l ows 

had no f or mul at ed pl an and per haps , hoped, by t hoi r  ver y pr esence 

al one, t o f o r es t al l  anot her  admi ni s t r at i ve at t empt  t o f eed t he 

har ves t er s . Caucas i ans r es i di ng i n t hi s ar ea have r emar ked t hat  

t hey hear d t he boys t al k i ng and l aughi ng as t hey snooped about  

t he ar ea i n t he n i ght . Some of  t hese young men cons i der ed them-

sel ves t o be ver y t ough I ndeed and had engaged i n r owdy and v i o l ent  

ac t i v i t i es i n t he cent er s f r om whi ch t hey had corae. Thei r  tempera-

ment  may be j udged f r om t he f o l l owi ng desc r i pt i on of  a smal l  gang 

of  boys i n Post on who went  t o Tul e hake pr epar ed t o cause t r oubl e. 

The wr i t er  knows t hat  at  l eas t  one of  t h i s Post on gr oup was pr omi -

nent  i n t he gr oup wat chi ng t he war ehouses . 

"I t  mi ght  be t r ue t hat  some smal l  gr oups pl edged among t he 
member s t o cause some t r oubl e when t hey ar r i ved at  Tul e L ak e. 
For  i ns t anc e, I  r emember  a gr oup of  about  seven k i bei  who pl edged 
t o cause t r oubl e at  Tul e âke when t hey l ef t  Pos t on. They pr e-
par ed kni ves at  t he Machi ne Shop bef or e segr egat i on. One of  t hem 
bought  a pi s t o l  f o r  t went y- f i ve do l l ar s and t ook i t  t o Tul e L ak e. 
I  don't  t hi nk t he pi s t o l  was conf i s cat ed when t hey ar r i ved at  
t he segr egat i on cent er . Nonet hel ess , I  don' t  t hi nk t her e wer e 
any more t han t wo or  t hr ee such gr oups among t he Post on cont i n-
gent s . * 1 

QCTOl &a 28 AfokTI i sG OF Tub DAI HYO oHA AAI 

On Oct ober  28 t he Dal hyo aha i i ai  hel d i t s next  meet i ng. Thi s 

meet i ng agai n was not  t oo wel l  at t ended, seven men bei ng absent . 

The Commi t t ee made a r epor t  on t hei r  i nt er v i ew wi t h Mr . Best  

Communi cat i on f r om "XM , November , 1944. 
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whi ch, except  f or  a c er t ai n t one whi ch made t he Commi t t ee sound 

exceedi ngl y ar r ogant  and Mr . Best  oxcoeci i ngl y meek, was f undament al l y 

a c c u r a t e . U n d e r  t he c i r cumst ances , Kur at omi , as chai r man, woul d 

bo i nc l i ned t o put  t he conf er ence wi t h Mr . Best  i n as f avor abl e a 

i i ght  as pos s i bl e. He was obl i ged t o get  concess i ons or  admi t  

f a i l u r e . 

The expect ed 50 day wai t  f o r  f ood suppl i es was f u l l y expl ai ned. 

I n conc l udi ng t he r epor t , Kur at omi  s t at ed t hat  no r ecor d of  t hi s 

i nt er v i ew had been kept  and t hat  t he Pr oj ec t  Di r ec t or  had pr omi sed 

t o send a wr i t t en memo "wi t h r egar d t o t b« demands." he t hen 

s t at ed t hat  he had r ecommended the c ul t i vat i on of  onl y 700 acr es 

of  f ar m l and, addi ngs 

"Ther e I s no necess i t y of  t i l l i ng t he r emai ni ng bal ance of  
^  ̂ 3200 acr es of  l and. . . Si nco wo have pl edged our  l oyal t y t o 
^P J apan, our  act s t oday wi l l  have a gr eat  s i gni f i c anc e on t he day 

when peace once agai n r et ur ns . " 

Takahashi  t hen asked j  

"I  wonder  i f  700 acr es of  f ar ml and t o wor k ar e s uf f i c i ent  f o r  
t he co l oni s t s of  t h i s s i ze? " 

Sai d Kur at omi ; 

"Accor di ng t o Pr o j ec t  Di r ec t or  Bes t , t he maxi mum l i mi t  of  
acr e age I s 700 acr es f or  t he c o l oni s t s 1 subs i s t ence. Thi s 
pr obl em wi l l  be f ul l y di scussed upon t he ar r i val  of  My er ." 

The quest i on of  r esegr egat i on of  t hose per sons who wer e 

"l o y al " t o Amer i ca f r om t hose who wer e "d i s l o y al " was t hen 

br ought  up . A member  quer i ed: 

"Di d t he Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee ever  demand t he WRA, r e segr e-
gat i on of  di s l oy al  and l oy al ? " 

i i ur at omi  s t at ed t hat  t hey had. Appar ent l y t her e ar e some 

i nser t i ons i n t he mi nut e3 a.z t i l l 3 po i nt . I t  i s not  c l ear  what  

f o u r t h meet i ng of  t he ual hyo Sha Kai  of  t he Tul e. Lake Cent er , 
pp. 1 -  4. 
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quest i ons wer e r a i s ed. I t  i s l i k e l y , however , t hat  many of  t he 

member s di d not  under s t and exac t l y what  Kur at omi  meant  by r e- segr e-

gat i on. fui ratorai  r epeat edl y i ns i s t ed t o t he wr i t er  t hat  he had 

never  advocat ed act ual  r e- segr egat i on but  onl y a c l ar i f i c at i o n of  

s t at us so t hat  t hose i ndi v i dual s who had st ayed i n Tul e Lake wi t h 

no i nt ent i on of  r et ur ni ng t o J apan mi ght  be moved out  of  t he 

c ent er . Hi s obj ec t , he s t at ed, was un i f i c at i o n, a camp of  peopl e 

of  l i ke sent i ment s t owar d J apan«  ̂

The ext r emel y i mpor t ant  mat t er  of  t he t er mi nat i on of  t he 

f ar m wor ker s was t hen br ought  up . 

Komi yas Admi ni s t r at i on r equest ed t he r et ur n of  badges af t er  t he 
f ar m i nc i dent , i i owever , ver y f ew peopl e assembl ed. 

Chai r s Has t he t er mi nat i on been gi ven t o t hem* 

Komi ya; Not  yet « 

Chai r : The poi nt  we must  keep i n mi nd i s t hat  s i nce t he f ar m 
empl oyees nave not  been f or mal l y di s char ged, t her e i s no need of  
r et ur ni ng t he badges . Because t h i s i s not  a s t r i k e, t hey have 
no r i ght  t o t er mi nat e f ar m empl oyees wi t hout  due r eason« 

The puzz l i ng mat t er  of  s t at us was agai n i nt r oduced; 

Voi ce f r om t he f l o o r : How wi l l  wo di s t i ngui s h t he di s l oyal  f r om 
t he l oyal ? 

Voi ce f r om t he f l o o r ; Ut most  car e and cons i der at i on shoul d be t aken 

Chai r ; .Due t o t he admi ni s t r at i on's l ack of  under s t andi ng of  
J apanese psychol ogy, many t r agi cal  I nc i dent s may r esul t « We have 
t o r emember  t hat  we ar e J apanese and ar e f or  t he gr eat er  and r i ght -
eous t i l i ngs« T hat ' s why we ar e di s c uss i ng t hi s f or  t he pur pose 
of  un i f i c at i o n . 

Tsuda; Ther e ar e sever al  co l oni s t s who have r ej ec t ed t he r egi s-
t r at i on* and t her e ar e ot her s who r egi s t er ed ' y es f , who at  the 
t i me of  r e- segr egat i on st ubbor nl y r emai ned and ar e s t i l l  wi t h us . 
i f  we shoul d demand r e- segr egat i on of  co l oni s t s how shoul d we 
pr esent  t he pr obl em? 

Kur at omi 's st and on t hi s mat t er  was t o assume much s i gni f i c anc e 
al most  a year  l at er  when he di f f er ed shar pl y wi t h a gr oup whi ch 
advocat ed out - and- out  r esegr egat i on of  a gr oup "t r ul y l oyal  t o 
J apan" as agai nst  Kur at omi 's i deal  of  a camp uni f l ed" by t he ej ec t i on 
of  a compar at i vel y smal l  gr oup of  i ndi v i dual s "l oyal  t o Amer i c a." 
T̂her o wer e, i n f ac t , at  t n i s t i me over  1. 000 per sons i n Tul e Lake 

who had r ef used t o r egi s t er  at  t he t i me of  Mi l i t ar y Kegl s t r at i on. 



5. Dr af t  I I  

Chai r : I  have no pl an as t o t he ways and means, because of  t hi s 
war - t i me c ondi t i on, one shoul d not  pur sue t he po l i cy f o r  h i s own 
s el f i s hnes s and shoul d c l ear l y pl edge h i s al l egi ance t o J apan 
i mmedi at el y» 

Tsuda1 a st at ement  i s an exc el l ent  expr ess i on of  t he r esent ment  

over  t he pr edi cament  of  shar i ng t he camp wi t h per sons who had 

pl edged t hei r  l oyal t y t o Amer i ca or  had r ef used t o make a st at e-

ment  of  l oy al t y . Kur at oml 's i nabi l i t y t o expl ai n how t h i s much 

needed pr ocess was t o be c ar r i ed on i s not  sur pr i s i ng i n vi ew of  

t he f ac t  t hat  over  a year  l at er  t he admi ni s t r at i on was s t i l l  

puzz l i ng over  wnet her  or  not  some sor t  of  r e- segr egat i on shoul d 

t ake pl ace and i f  so , how i t  shoul d be done. 

The Chai r  t hen pr oceeded wi t h t he p l an f o r  t he el ec t i on of  

t he var i ous di v i s i onal  commi t t ees and pl ans f or  t he f unc t i on of  

t he f ar m depar t ment , f ar m pr oduce, chi cken and hog f ar m, f ood 

suppl y , mot or  poo l , ho s p i t a l , bet t er ment  of  l i v i ng c ondi t i on, 

i nt er nal  s ec ur i t y , and educ at i on, tie ment i oned t hat  Best  had 

agr eed t o gi ve t he c o l oni s t s f r ee r ei gn i n managi ng t he I nt er nal  

Secur i t y Depar t ment * 

Kozaka; Woul dn't  i t  be mi sunder st ood i f  a cent r al  body i s f or med 
at  t h i s t i me wi t hout  f i r s t  consul t i ng t he co l oni s t s? 

Chai r : No, Dai hyo ¿ha l i al  was el ec t ed f r om each bl ock by el ec t i on 
and t hi s body was f or med by t hat  r epr esent at i ve body so t her e i s 
no i nc ons i s t enc y . 

Kozaka; I  make a r ecommendat i on t hat  t he bl ock r epr esent at i ves 
consul t  t he c o l oni s t s f i r s t  bef or e f ur t her  goi ng i nt o t he 
di s c us s i on of  a p i aa f o r  t he f ur t her  f or mat i on of  di v i s i onal  
commi t t ee s . 

Chai r : Of  cour se, i t  shoul d be t hat  way. We cannot  dec i de by 
our sel ves . 

Kai  suggest ed t hat  t hi s pl an f or  t he el ec t i on of  per manent  

commi t t ees be put  bef or e t he c o l oni s t s at  a mass meet i ng. 

Takahashi  put  t h i s i nt o t he f or m of  a mot i on and i t  was appr oved 
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unani mous l y . Kai  s t at ed: "We wi l l  have t he appr oval  of  t he 

co l oni s t s upon r ecommendat i on of  each bl ock and r equest  t hei r  

suppor t ." He addedj  

"AS t he chai r  r epor t ed t oni ght , I  am sur e WRA wi l l  co-
oper at e wi t h t hi s body. I f  i n case t hey do not , t hen t he Negot i -
at i ng Commi t t ee wi l l  see t o i t  t hat  t hey concede t o our  demands ." 

hat ano t hanked t he Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee on behal f  of  t he 

f ar m depar t ment  commi t t ee f or  t hei r  e f f o r t . 

Takahashi  r ccommended t hat  t he bl ock r epr esent at i ves el ec t  

f i t t i ng per sons f o r  t he var i ous post s and t hat  t he f i na l  dec i s i on 
« 

shoul d be gi ven t o t he âl hyo 3ha K ai . a wr i t t en r ecommendat i on 

shoul d be conveyed t o t he c o l oni s t s . Thi s was unani mousl y 

appr oved. 

Comment  on Meet i ng 

Al t hough t he Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee and t he Dal hyo Sha had 

suf f er ed a sever e set - back, t he t er mi nat i on of  t he f ar m wor ker s 

and t nei r  r epl acement  by J apanese har vest er s f r om ot her  cent er s , 

t he - ni nutes of  t hi s meet i ng show t hat  t hey had not  l os t  hope or  

even become mar kedl y di scour aged. Kur at omi  i nf or med t he wr i t er  

l at er , t hat , dur i ng t hi s per i od, he was s t i l l  opt i mi s t i c and was 
V 

cer t ai n t hat  t he d i f f i c u l t i es coul d be r esol ved I n a manner  sat i s -

f act or y t o t he r es i dent s , r r obabl y , he and t he body wer e gambl i ng 

heav i l y on t he pr emi se t hat  t hey woul d have more success wi t h 

Di l l on Myer  t han wi t h Bes t , i l ur at omi ' s st at ement s r egar di ng t he 

t er mi nat i on of  t he f ar m wor ker s r eveal  t hat  he had cons i der abl e 

hope t hat  t he commi t t ee woul d be abl e t o car r y i t s poi nt  wi t h 

t he admi ni s t r at i ons "Because t hi s i s not  a s t r i ke t hey have no 

r i ght  t o t er mi nat e f ar m empl oyees wi t hout  due r eas o n." Pr el i mi nar y 

pl ans wer e made t o pr oceed wi t h t he el ec t i on of  t he var i ous per manent  
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di v i s i onal  commi t t ees and i t  was moved t hat  t hi s mat t er  be sub-

mi t t ed t o t he r es i dent s at  a mass meet i ng, 

ARRI VAL OF DI LLON MXER -  ACTI ONS OF DAI HYO SHA KAI  

Two days l at er  Di l l o n Myer  ar r i ved on t he pr o j ec t . The 

Negot i at i ng Committefel yyasked f or  a meet i ng wi t hf t v  ̂ I tem*zmse 

r ŜkHwd. I i wMt  ni l , he af r a d̂ t̂ hat  he woul d meet  wi t h t he Far m 

Gr oup on November  2 . 1 By I gnor i ng t he Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee 

compl et el y t he admi ni s t r at i on pr obabl y hoped t o compl et e t he 

pr oc es s ,o f  di s c r edi t i ng t he body, a pr ocess whi ch I t  f al l ac i ous l y 

t hought  had been begun by t he t er mi nat i on of  t he f ar m wor ker s . 

But  t he Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee coul d not  af f o r d t o l et  t h i s oppor t u-

n i t y pas s . I f  i t  di d not  achi eve "r ec ogni t i on" f r om Di r ec t or  Myer  

i t s chances f o r  f ut ur e success wer e poor  i ndeed. Kur at omi  desc r i bed 

t he s i t uat i on as f o l l ows : 

"So when Mr . Myer  came we f e l t  we had t o show t hat  we had 
suppor t  so t hat  Mr . Myer  coul d see wi t h h i s own eyes t he suppor t  
we had. That  was our  par amount  i nt ent i on. 

The pl an whi ch t he commi t t ee concei ved and c ar r i ed out  wwaSj  

a ŝmal l  mast er pi ece of  po l i t i c al  s t r at egy . )On November  

r epr esent at i ves announced at  t he noon mess t hat  9**l UMn. Myer  

woul d meet  wi t h t he Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee t hat  af t er noon ,and 

«fee woul d speak t o t he peopl e, f fho peopl e wer e exhor t ed t o at t end 

as a gest ur e of  suppor t  t o t hei r  r epr esent at i vesT) A ver y f i ne 

des c r i pt i on of  t he pr oceedi ngs and the t emper  o f t h e peopl e i n 

war d V I I , whi ch was ver y pr o- Dai hyo Sha was gi ven by Mr s . Yamaguchi , 

an acour at e i nf or mant s 

"I t  was announced i n t he mess t hat  Mr . Myer  was her e and 
t hat  t he r epr esent at i ves of  t he Dal hyo Sha woul d see hi m on mat t er s 
t hat  t he r es i dent s of  t he col ony want ed det er mi ned such as t he hospi -
t a l . I  t hi nk t he hospi t al  wast he bi gges t  pr obl em t hen. 

'f cbl d.. Sept . 18, 1944, p . 6. 
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"They sai d t hey d i dn ' t  car e whet her  we wer e young or  ol d* 
They want ed us t o go and t hey t o l d us t hat  we woul d not  be per -
mi t t ed t o come home when we want ed t o* 

"About  t en mi nut e s af t er  we came home f r om l unch, ever yone 
of  us got  r eady and f or med a l i ne i n f r ont  of  t he mess hal l  and 
we wal ked t o t he admi ni s t r at i on bui l di ng. When we r eached t her e, 
t he pl ace was packed wi t h peopl e f r om ot her  bl oc k s . 

"I t  seemed some bl ocks d i dn ' t  t ake t he t r oubl e t o r eal l y 
get  ser i ous and t he r es i dent s went  of  t hei r  own wi l l . £ ver y one 
of  us went  f r om bl ock 68« I  t hi nk a l o t  went  f r om c ur i o s i t y . W1 

At  a pr evi ous I nt er v i ew, when di s cuss i ng t he suppor t  gi ven 

t he Dai hyo Sha at  t hi s t i me, Mr . Yamaguchi  who wei ghs l es s t han 

a hundr ed pounds s ai d wi t h f l as hi ng eyes , "When we went  t o t he 

admi ni s t r at i on bui l di ng on November  1, we mar chedl " 

Af t er  l unc h, a ver i t abl e mul t i t ude st r eamed t o t he admi ni st r a-

t i on bu i l d i ng. The cr owd may have number ed 10, 000. Most  of  t h e s  ̂

U f l e l̂ e k̂net he d̂emygt r gt i n̂ a gest ur e of  suppor t  t o t he 

Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee p̂*CuAos i t y and f ear  o£ c r i t i c i s m i f  t hey 

absent ed t hemsel ves wer e - aiafic i mpor t ant  mo t ? Ws > î t  i s J us t i f i abl e 

t o concl ude t hat  t he t emper  of  t he peopl e must  have been ver y h i gh . 

No amount  of  or at or y or  "pr es s ur e" woul d have got t en t hem out  i n 

such number s t o f ace a poss i bl e r ecur r ence of  t he Manzanar  f at al i -

t i es , i f  t ens i on and r esent ment  agai ns t  t he admi ni  s t r at  i on had 

not  been so s t r ong. The Dai hyo Sha was t ak i ng no chance s , however . 

When t he peopl e had l ef t  t he camp ar ea, c er t ai n young men, member s 

of  a ĉ o 3̂ t̂ ê âp ô n̂ t Qd by Dal i pr o Sha l eadej t t̂ o keep or der " 

bl ocked f r non p o w fia Vra ÊI I r T̂^̂  h t. « f r  P f l  f .v t̂  v  ̂

7 Ur - t w 

Al t  t o 

Tefruma» 

£ 

i b i d . . Oc t . 12, 1944, p . 2. 



HHH 

Q 

63. Draft I I 

£ demonst r at i on was per pet r at ed ent i r el y wi t hout  war ni ng. _i Th! 
- r uTV4. 
Ho cne dtt  t he admi ni s t r at i ve per sonnel  had t he l eas t  I nk l i ng t hat  

i t  was cont empl at ed. J apaneee over r an t he ent i r e admi ni s t r at i on 
i  

Hai nl t̂ g l̂ on Ĵ | yi l d3Lnf f  wae compl et el y sur r oundi ng j upny ar â|  the qdmlnl  
OL 
ojt  t he p̂p î h êd p̂er s 

ad Al ways/éx êct  

ieri  entere< 

rs of  those 

t o 
"seccar  aw  ̂

or  t wel ve young r aer f  ent er ed t he hospi t al  

»et/noe n t he adml f i i mi 'mi ve ar ea ai  and 

.s J apaneae secr et ar y c r i ed "̂"l nt o Dr . i r e ĉ o r d's r ecept i on r oom.) 

out , "Dr . Pedicox t̂i t i  Come her e <m*6k." Pedi cor d l ef t  h i s 

SSE& appr oached t he boysj v âepor di ng t o � J j i paneso i nf o r  

oal l ed t hem of f ens i ve n Ĵ es . Q̂n e of  t t J Epsnsnat che 

~tjL, J LrdvyS A M 
and Dr . Todi cur d st r uck hi m. The KRgup t hen 

him s ev er e l y . c o r dins to the WRA report»they/carried him outside 
_ ^C f c ^r  

o f  J the b l a d i n g , j nut  hi m on t he gr ound and wore  ̂»about  l o cui i t l nue' 

i on *1BB Our  r an, a nur se and ot her T̂ r ushed out . 

Thoi «oupon t he gang d l apo r o o ;̂ 1 !̂ 

Thi s was t he f i r s t  i nc i dent  i n whi ch t he Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee 

was unabl e t o cont r ol  t he "hot - heads" and t he "st r ong- ar m act i on!sb s " 

as t hey ar e c al l ed. To keep t hese v i o l ent l y i nc l i ned i ndi v i dual s 

i n l i ne was one of  t he most  d i f f i c u l t  t asks of  t he l eader s . Thei r  

f ai l ur e on t hi s occas i on di d not  ai d t hei r  negot i at i ons wi t h 

Di l l on Myer . 

T̂" Compl et el y sur r ounded by t housands of  n̂pt t neac* and v i r t ual l y 

i mpr i soned i nt i j B admi ni s t r at i on bui l di ng, Di l l on Myer  consent ed 

t o see t he t f ommi t t ee. Accor di ng t o Caucasi an wi t nesses , t he 

l j o h n f i i gel ow, "Repor t  on the Beat i ng of  Dr . Reece M. Pedi cor d, 
Chi ef  Medi cal  o f f i c er , at  t he Tul e Lake Cent er ," No v . l , 1943. 

mmmm mmm 1 WBĤ B̂HSBm 
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member s of  t he commi t t ee appr oached t he bui l di ng "as i f  t hey 

knew exac t l y what  t hey wer e doi ng and had ever yt hi ng wel l  pl anned,44 

and saw t o I t  t hat  a publ i c addr ess syst em was set  up. Meanwhi l e 

f r apapg- oo wer e s t at i oned at  t he door s of  t he admi ni s t r at i on bui l di ng 

t o see t hat  no Caucas i an l e f t . Accor di ng t o a st at ement  made by 

r t ever end Kai , t hese young men t ook t hi s t ask upon t hemsel ves on 

t hei r  own i n i t i at i v e and Wwr t  t he Negot i at i ng C omml  t  t ee^ d̂ * n o  ̂ t  � 

voi ce i n t he mat t er  ̂ T n̂ r nmmU.t .^̂  Rt.p.ted fei r , di d not  appr ove7~J  

Thi s i s ver y l i k el y t r ue, and i s aat t Aog exampl e of  t he l eader s 1 

di f f i c u l t y i n cont r o l l i ng t he "st r ong- ar m" boys< 

I n addi t i on t o Mr . Myer  and Mr . Bes t , Mr . (Sozzens, t he 

Regi onal  Di r ec t or  of  t he WRA, Mr . Zl mmer , Ass i s t ant  Pr o j ec t  

Di r ec t o r , Mr . Schmi dt , t he Chi ef  of  I nt er nal  Sec ur i t y , Mr . Cahn 

who was empl oyed I n t he f i nance di v i s i on and Dr . Webber  an ex- ml s-

s l onar y empl oyed i n t he Rel ocat i on d i v i s i o n wer e pr esent  at  t hi s 

conf er ence. The Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee had i nc r eased f r om 10 t o 

17 member s. The augment at i on of  t he commi t t ee was vi ewed wi t h 

suspi c i on by t he admi ni s t r at i on, however , i n cons i der at i on of  t he 

ver y I ncompl et e I nt egr at i on and or gani zat i on of  t he Dai hyo Sha at  

t h i s t i me, t he i nf or mal  per sonnel  of  t hi s "Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee" 

i s qui t e under s t andabl e. Anybody was br ought  al ong whose pr esence 

was t hought  needf ul . Seven men wer e member s of  t he Cent r al  Com-

mi t t ee of  t he Dai hyo Sha: Mess r s . Hakao, Moshi ko, Kai , Yamamot o, 

Uchi da, Kobayashi , Mor i  and Hayashi . Mr . Kat o was t he Engl i s h 

Secr et ar y of  t he Dai hyo Sha; he was pr obabl y br ought  al ong because 

he spoke Engl i s h wel l  and coul d t ake not es of . t he Engl i s h di scus-

s i on. Kodama and Hat ano wer e r epr esent at i ves of  t he f ar m gr oup; 

Fr om exer pt s f r om FBI  Repor t  on T u l e Lake I nc i dent , p . 47. 
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Takeda r epr esent ed t he Agr i cul t ur al  d i v i s i o n, and Nogawa, t he 

Hospi t al  Commi t t ee. I nouye and Ki mur a wer e champi on .j udo men 

of  t he f our t h or  hi ghes t  r ank who pr obabl y wer e br ought  al ong i n 

case any of  t he young hot  heads got  out  of  hand.  ̂ r r obabl y t hey 

wer e al so cons i der ed t he nomi nal  l eader s of  t he young men who 

t ook char ge of  t he cr owd and kept  peopl e f r om r et ur ni ng t o t he 

camp when t he l ong wai t  f o r  t he speech f r om Di l l on Myer  became t oo 

ar duous . The wr i t er  has no pr oof  t hat  t he j udo men f or med t he 

nuc l eus of  t hi s gr oup of  young men, but  has been t o l d by wel l  

i nf or med J apanese t hat  t hi s i s us ual l y t he case i n such demonst r a-

t i ons i n t he camps.2 

Thr oughout  t hi s meet i ng Kur at omi  was much mor e aggr ess i ve 

t han at  t he f i r s t  meet i ng. He at t empt ed r epeat edl y t o get  def i ni t e 

answer s t o h i s ques t i ons , r eal i z i ng wel l  t hat  even one def i ni t e 

concess i on on t he par t  of  t he Admi ni s t r at i on woul d bul k l ar ger  

i n es t abl i s hi ng t he pr es t i ge of  t he Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee t han 

any number  of  vague pr omi ses t o "l ook i nt o t h i ngs . " When pr esent a-

t i on of  t he pr obl ems and ar gument s f a i l ed , he r epeat edl y c al l ed 

t he Caucas i ans ' at t ent i on t o t he gr eat  mass of  demonst r at or s 

wai t i ng out s i de. He f a i l ed , however , t o obt ai n anyt hi ng s i gni f i -

cant  t o whi ch he coul d poi nt  as an i ndi sput abl e accompl i shment . 

I t  i s al so not ewor t hy t hat  he at t empt ed t o di r ec t  hi msel f  t o Di r ec-

t or  Myer  over  Mr . Bes t ' s head, a t echni que whi ch was f o l l owed 

t her eaf t er  al t heugh- Myer - f pequent i y- f eee by t he l at er  pr essur e 

gr oups . Mr . Best  woul d not  al l ow t h i s , al t hough Myer  f r equent l y 

t ook over  t he ar gument  when i t  t hr eat ened t o get  out  of  hand. The 

R. Hankey, Not es , J an. 18, 1945, pp. 2- 3. 

Î nf or mat i on f r om "X". 



5. Dr af t  I I  

meet i ng at  no t i me degener at ed i nt o t he squabbl es whi ch mar ked 

t hat  of  Oct ober  26. 

Bot h par t i es , Caucas i ans and J apanese must  have been under  

t r emendous t ens i on. The meet i ng began most  i nauspi c i ous l y f or  t he 

Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee, f o r  whi l e t he J apanese and Caucas i ans wer e 

assembl i ng i n Mr . Bes t ' s o f f i c e Mr . Best  r ecei ved a t el ephone c al l  

f r om t he ho s p i t al , i nf or mi ng hi m of  t he assaul t  on Dr . Pedi cor d. 

He asked Kur at omi  what  was goi ng on at  t he hospi t al  and Kur at omi  

r epl i ed t hat  he di d not  know. Best  t her eupon i nf or med Kur at omi  

t hat  Dr . Pedi oor d was bei ng badl y beat en up . The Negot i at i ng 

Commi t t ee i mmedi at el y sent  over  some men t o st op i t . Mi t suho 

Ki mur a, t he .j udo champi on was one of  t hese sent . 

Kur at omi  began t he di s c uss i on caut i ous l y by ask i ng f or  t he 

not es of  the f i r s t  meet i ng. He had good r eason f or  t h i s , f or  he 

wi shed t o r ef er  t o t hem t o car r y t he maj or  poi nt  of  t hi s consul t a-

t i o n, t he ext r emel y i mpor t ant  mat t er  of  t he f ar m wor ker s1 di mi s s al . 

Best  r epl i ed t hat  t he not es had not  been pr epar ed. 1 Kur at omi  t hen 

s t at ed t hat  i t  was unf or t unat e t hat  mat t er s had come t o t hi s po i nt . 

"We do not  want  t o commi t  any r i o t s or  conduct  our sel ves i n a di s-

or der l y manner . The peopl e out s i de ar e her e t o expr ess t hei r  

d i s s at i s f ac t i o n and anger  about  t he Cent er  admi ni s t r at i on." 

Mr . Best  asked i f  Kur at omi  i nt ended t o br i ng char ges on t he whol e 

or  on some s pec i f i c t h i ng. Kur at omi  r epl i ed t hat  he was not  sur e 

I f  t he mat t er  shoul d be c al l ed a "c har ge". The Commi t t ee had been 

asked t o br i ng up t he peopl es 1 "gr i evanc es , r equest s and demands" 

so t hat  Mr . Myer  coul d get  an al l  over  pi c t ur e of  how i l l  admi ni s-

t er ed t he Cent er  was . best  asked t hat  ever yt hi ng be di r ec t ed t o 

1- The wr i t er  has seen t hi s same excuse o f f er ed t o ot her  pr essur e 
gr oups when t he mi nut es had been t r ansc r i bed. I t  i s poss i bl e t hat  
Mr . Best  was not  t el l i ng t he t r ut h. 
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hi m and not  t o Mr , myer . Kur at omi  t i i en s t at ed t hat . shoul d t he 

yyl j } J Im » in »».a- », 
admi ni s t r at i on cont i nue i t s - Qses ẑveat ment  of  t he J apans oa, t he 

a f f a i r  coul d be r epor t ed t o t he J apanese Gover nment . He added 

t hat  he bel i ev ed Amer i can democr at i c pr i nc i p l es wer e at  st ake 

and t hat  i f  t he c ondi t i ons pr ev ai l i ng wer e al l owed t o c ont i nue, 

"t he democr at i c qual i t y of  t he uni t ed St at es wi l l  be gr eat l y 

i n j u r ed . " He accused Mr . Bes t  of  f a i l i n g t o keep f a i t h wi t h t he 

Negot i at i ng commi t t ee and of  I nhumani t y i n r egar d t o t he f uner al  

of  Mr . Kas hi maf J  The di s c us s i on was i nt er r upt ed t o wai t  f o r  a 

r epor t  f r om t he ho s p i t al  t hat  or der  had been r es t o r ed. 

Kur at omi  t hen br ought  up t he same ques t i ons of  evacuee s t at us 

under  I nt er nat i o nal  Law and t he p o s s i b i l i t y of  maki ng Tul e Lake a 

cent er  onl y f o r  t hose per sons who wi shed t o r et ur n t o J apan whi ch 

he had put  on Oc t ober  27. ne r ec ei v ed no mor e s at i s f ac t i o n t han 

at  t he Oct ober  27 meet i ng al t hough he t r i ed ver y har d t o p i n Myer  

down, myer  woul d not  admi t  t hat  t her e was even a po s s i b i l i t y of  

maki ng Tul e Lake a cent er  onl y f o r  J apanese who wi shed t o r et ur n 

t o J apan. Si nce t he ques t i on of  t he s t at us of  t he r es i dent s of  

Tul e Lake cont i nued t o be a maj or  sour ce of  i r r i t a t i o n t o t he 

J apanese f o r  wel l  over  a year  and was l at er  t o br eak out  agai n wi t h 

t r emendous f or ce i n t he wi nt er  of  1944- 1945, i t  woul d be wel l  t o 

quot e t h i s di s c us s i on bet ween Myer  and Kur at omi : 

Kur at omi : I n r egar d t o t he second ques t i on. The r es i dent s woul d 
have t h i s Cent er  des i gnat ed f o r  a l l  t hose who have 
i nt ent i o n of  go i ng back t o J apan sooner  or  l a t e r . Woul d 
t her e be some s o l ut i on t o t hat ? 

Myer : Can ' t  gi ve you a f i n a l  answer  t o t hat . I t  wi l l  have t o 
be wor ked out  on t he bas i s of  what  i s f eas i b l e f r om t he 
s t andpoi nt  of  what  i s av ai l abl e i n t he way of  a phys i c al  
pr ogr am t o wor k t hat  out . Th i s i s somet hi ng t hat  you 
and we, t he WRA, have t o wor k out . i f  i t  i s not  sat i s -
f ac t o r y t he pr obl em i s s t udi ed mor e c ar ef u l l y . 
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Kur at omi : I t  i s a pos s i bi l i t y ? 

Myer : Ther e i s a pos s i bi l i t y t o anyt hi ng t hat  l i es wi t hi n t he 
scope of  iny domai n t o dec i de, Not hi ng mor e t han t hat . 

Kur at omi ; You woul dn't  st ay t her e i s a pos s i bi l i t y ? 

Myer : No. because I  don't  want  t o i mpl y any pr omi ses t hat  I  
c an' t  car r y out , I  want  t o be'ver y car ef ul  t o have t he 
po l i c i es under s t ood. I  don't  commi t  mysel f  i f  I  c an' t  
pr oduce, l  don't  want  t o do t hat  unt i l  we can st udy t he 
pr obl em. We have t o know how many peopl e ar e i nvol ved -
who shoul d st ay her e and who can go somewher e el se and a 
l ot  of  ot her  t hi ngs have t o be cons i der ed. 

Kur at omi : Have you t aken i nt o not e t he f r i c t i o n bet ween t he peopl e 
who have expr essed t hei r  des i r e t o go back t o J apan and 
t hose who ar e s t i l l  l oyal  t o t hi s count r y . Ther e ar e st  i l l  
qui t e a l ot  i n t hi s uent er  at  t he pr esent  t i me. 

Myer : Cer t ai nl y . 'X'hose who ar e cons i der ed l oyal  t o t h i s count r y 
wi l l  s t i l l  have an oppor t uni t y t o be cons i der ed f or  move-
ment  el sewher e, no quest i on about  t hat . 

Kur at omi : How soon do you t hi nk t he pr ocess of  segr egat i on can be 
compl et ed* 

Myer : I  don' t  t hi nk i t  poss i bl e t o es t i mat e. Thi ngs ar e i n a 
st at e of  f l ux . We wi l l  have t o get  a pr ogr am i n or der . 
I  hav en' t  been her e l ong enough t o know what  t he s i t uat i on 
i s . You peopl e haven't  gi ven me an oppor t uni t y t o t al k 
t o t he peopl e who have t he r ec or ds . 

i sur at omi ; Can you gi ve us an answer  bef or e you l eave? 

Myer : I  don't  know i f  I  can gi ve an answer  bef or e I  l eav e. I t  
may t ake qui t e some t i me t o st udy t he s i t uat i on. When 
you ar e deal i ng wi t h t housands of  peopl e, i n or der  not  
t o do an i nj us t i c e t o t he peopl e i t  t akes t i me t o wor k 
out  a pr ocedur e. 

Kur at omi  next  br ought  up t he v i t al  mat t er  of  t he t er mi nat i on 

of  t he f ar mer s as of  Oct ober  19, s t at i ng t hat  t he f ar mer s wer e 

f ur i ous over  bei ng t er mi nat ed wi t hout  war ni ng s i nce t hey had 

jyir, Kal l um's s i gnat ur e t hat  t hey wer e not  s t r i k i ng. Kur at omi  

bet r ayed h i s pos i t i on by s t at i ng: "When we made t he announcement  

over  t he r es ul t  of  our  conf er ence wi t h mr . Bes t , t he f ar mer s 

nat ur al l y f el t  t hey woul d be per mi t t ed t o go back t o wor k . How-

ev er , j ust  bef or e t hey s t ar t ed back t o wor k a not i ce was publ i shed 
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t hat  t hey wer e t er mi nat ed as of  Oct ober  19. " He r ef er r ed t o Mr . 

Bes t 's st at ement  t hat  he was wi l l i ng t o t al k t hi ngs over  wi t h 

t he f ar m commi t t ee. Best  expl ai ned t hat  i n maki ng t hat  st at ement  

he had been di s cuss i ng t he next  year s ' cr op and added t hat  t he 

commi t t ee had s t at ed on Oct ober  26 t hat  t hey wer e not  i nt er es t ed 

i n har ves t i ng t he cr op and t hat  f r om t hat  t i me on t her e was no 

f ar m. "But  t hat  i s n ' t  t he way we wer e t er mi nat ed at  To paz ," 

compl ai ned Kur at omi . 

The ar gument  cont i nued f or  11 pages , Kur at omi  bat t l i ng val i -

ent l y f o r  some concess i on. He poi nt ed out  t hat  Best  had r ef used 

t o see any Negot i at i ng Body, r ef er r i ng t o h i s f i r s t  conver sat i on 

wi t h Mr . Best  on Oct ober  l . 1 ¿ ai d Mr . Bes t : " I  def i n i t el y t o l d 

you . . . t hat  I  woul d make no publ i c st at ement  at  t hat  t i me. You 

ar e t he onl y ones I  t o l d i t  t o . " 

Kur at omi  t hen poi nt ed out  t hat  t he f ar mer s had been t er mi nat ed 

at  a dat e pr i or  t o t he t i me Mr . Bes t ' s st at ement  ask i ng f or  r epr e-

sent at i ves t o come f or war d had been made. Best  i gnor ed t hi s and 

t o l d hi m t o get  al ong t o t he r es t  of  t he ques t i ons . Kur at omi  i n 

t ur n i gnor ed t hi s r eques t , st ayed wi t h t he po i nt , and i nf or med 

Best  t hat  t he quest i on was ver y ser i ous and t hat  he coul d not  

guar ant ee t he r eac t i on of  t he peopl e out s i de i f  he wer e t o r epor t  

Bes t ' s answer  t o t hem. Myer  i nt er r upt ed her e and s t at ed t hat  

not hi ng coul d be done. The ar gument  cont i nued at  gr eat  l engt h, 

Kur at omi  cont endi ng t hat  i t  was not  a mat t er  of  money but  a mat t er  

of  p r i nc i p l e. Myer  event ual l y set t l ed t he quest i on by adv i s i ng 

t hat  t he admi ni s t r at i on's st at ement  be r et r ac t ed wi t h t he under -

s t andi ng t hat  t he t er mi nat i ons wer e s t i l l  v al i d and t hat  t he t er mi -

nat ed f ar mer s woul d not  be put  back on t he pay r o l l . I n t hi s way 

Ŝee p . 
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t he f ar mer s woul d have t he pr i v i l ege asked by Kur at omi , of  knowi ng 

t hey wer e goi ng t o be t er mi nat ed bef or e t hey wer e t er mi nat ed, a 

dubi ous v i c t or y t o say t he l eas t . 

Kur at omi  t o l d t he wr i t er  l at er  t hat  h i s chi ef  concer n i n 

t hi s mat t er  was t hat  t he f ar mer s had become so enr a ĝed t hat  i f  

some concess i on wer e not  made t o t hem t hey coul d not  be kept  under  

cont r o l . Cons i der i ng t he t emper  of  t he peopl e at  t hi s t i me t hi s 

was pr obabl y not  exagger at i on.1 

"Ther e was an ef f o r t  on our  par t  t o t r y t o mi ni mi ze t he 
gr i evance t owar d t he admi ni s t r at i on and we had t o have some 
gr ound t o appeal  t o t he f ar m gr oup t o be more pat i ent . I f  Mr . 
Best  made some concess i on, we coul d def end t he pr act i ce (t er mi -
nat i on) at  t hat  t i me. 

At  t hi s poi nt  Mr . Best  asked how l ong t he demonst r at i on out -

si de was goi ng t o be car r i ed on. Kur at omi  sai d t hat  i t  was not  a 

demonst r at i on. "What  woul d you c al l  i t ? " asked Bes t . Kur at omi  

r ep l i ed, "Ther e has been no t r oubl e at  a l l . They (t he peopl e) 

ar e wai t i ng f o r  t he answer s t o t hese ques t i ons ." Myer  r equest ed 

t hat  t he di s cuss i on move al ong s i nce h i s t i me was l i mi t ed and he 

had a l o t  of  bus i ness t o t ake car e o f . 

Kur at omi  t hen asked i f  any J apanese l oyal  t o Amer i ca wer e 

comi ng t o har ves t  t he c r op. (He must  have known t hat  t hi s was t he 

case, s i nce t he f i r s t  cont i ngent  of  f ar m wor ker s had ar r i ved t he 

day bef o r e. ) Myer  r ep l i ed f o r  Bes t : 

May I  answer  t hat ? LWe ar e goi ng t o t ake car e of  t he har -
ves t i ng of  t he cr op out s i de and I  have no comment  t o make now. 
You f o l k s di d not  want  t o do i t  so we ar r anged t o have i t  done 
out s i de and I  cannot  make any comment ."] I n vi ew of  t he dec i s i on 

So says "X" . 
2 R . Hankey, not es , Dec . 26, 1944, p . 3. 
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we wi l l  have t o keep t hat  as a separ at e i s s ue. I  am s o r r y . M l  

St ay i ng wi t h h i s at t empt  t o get  an admi ss i on of  t he pr esence 

of  t he "l oy al " har ves t er s , Kur at omi  t hen asked why mer chandi se 

had been t aken f r om t he war ehouse on t ne past  t wo ni ght s , and 

added t hat  because of  t h i s , one mess hal l  di d not  r ecei ve i t s 

pr oper  shar e of  f ood. Mr . Best  at t empt ed t o avoi d t he quest i on 

say i ng: 

"L et ' s get  al ong. I  wi l l  set  down f o r  t he r ecor ds t hat  we 
wi l l  meet  wi t h any mess hal l  commi t t ee on t hose t h i ngs . We haven4t  
any r ecor ds her e and c an ' t  di s cuss t hose t hi ngs at  t hi s t i me. I f  
you want  t o get  i nt o det ai l s I t  t akes t i me Geor ge." 

Kur at omi , however , was not  t o be l ur ed away f r om t he poi nt  

under  di s c us s i on. Be' s t at ed: 

"We c an' t  make such a r epor t . They (t he peopl e) want  a def i ni t e 
answer  and 1 doubt  i f  t hat  answer  wi l l  do.11 

Bes t : I t  i s our  pr oper t y and we ar e account abl e f or  t hat  pr oper t y . 
We can do what  we want  t o wi t h i t . 

Kur at omi s Because of  t he f ac t  t hat  some mer chandi se was t aken out  
of  t hi s Cent er  some mess hal l s suf f er ed a shor t age. 

Bes t : I  woul d want  t o get  i nt o t hat  t hor oughl y . I  woul d want  to 
f i nd out  exac t l y what  was supposed t o be del i ver ed and was not  and 
what  mess hal l s wer e shor t . I  want  t o know t hat . 

Kur at omi : When you do f i nd out  what  happened wi l l  you t ake pr oper  
ac t i on? 

Bes t ; What  woul d be pr oper  ac t i on. be I  don't  know what  t he 
pr oper  ac t i on i s . I  cer t ai nl y wi l l  see t hat  al l  s t apl e commodi t i es 
as f ar  as t he Quar t er mast er  can suppl y wi l l  be kept  her e. I  wi l l  
see t hat  t he mess depar t ment  keeps t hose t hi ngs i n her e and suppl i es 
t hem t o t he mess ha l l s . 

Î t  was undoubt edl y t o t hi s st at ement  t hat  Mr . Cozzens r ef er r ed whs n 
he was quot ed i n t he i r aci f i c Ci t i zen of  Nov. 6: (j 'Cozzens sai d t hat  
a commi t t ee of  t he assembl age t hen. . .asked what  was t o be done 
about  t he cr ops whi ch t he Tul e Lake r es i dent s had r ef used t o har vest  
� . .Cozzens sai d t hat  t he J apanese Commi t t ee was t o l d ' I t  was none 

®of  t hei r  bus i nes s ' what  woul d be done about  t he c r ops . ' M"j  

l i t  wi l l  be not ed t hat  Di l l on Myer 's st at ement  was by no means so 
r ude. However , J apanese I n Tul e L ak e r ead t hi s ar t i c l e I n t he 
P ac i f i c u i t i zen and bel i eved t hat  t hi s st at ement  had been made by 
Cozzens . I t  caused a t r emendous i ncr ease i n t he r esent ment  whi ch 
was al r eady at  hi gh p i t c h . 
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Kur at oml : I  am not  s at i s f i ed wi t h your  answer  as y et . We have t o 
make a def i ni t e st at ement  as t o why t hi s f ood was t aken out  and 
why t he mess hal l s s uf f er ed. 

Myer : Mr . Best  gave you h i s answer . I  am sor r y but  t her e wi l l  be 
no r epor t  why t he f ood was t aken out . I  don' t  f eel  t hat  i t  i s 
necessar y t o r epor t  ever y movement  made. I f  you r equest  an i nvest i -
gat i on r egar di ng such a case and i f  i t  i s pr oven t hat  t hey wer e 
shor t , pr oper  ac t i on wi l l  be t aken. . .1 am sor r y t o say we cannot  
be I n a pos i t i on t o r epor t  t o t he communi t y on ever y movement  of  
t r ucks 71 

r  �J  GtsCXJ Lff ZzJ - WL* - M l̂ v V̂, 
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wr& f̂ f  i î n l "̂ Til  *"h"fi rTi  hn avpl r i ad 1nd1nnt 1ng why t .hoy mnnnf  

sooomoh t o t ho f nr mnr a and tihn rpsl rtoft- ts. Mont hs l at er , Mr . Best  

cont i nued t o be denounced by t he r es i dent s f or  br i ngi ng i n t he 

"l oy al " f ar m wor ker s and f or  f eedi ng t hem "f ood bel ongi ng t o u s . " J  

Kur at omi  next  l aunched I nt o a denunc i at i on of  Dr . Pedi c o r d's 

wor k at  t he ho s p i t al . He l i s t ed a number  of  i nc i dent s at  t he 

hos pi t al  s t at i ng t hat  Pedi cor d had l et  t wo appendi c i t i s pat i ent s 

wai t  unt i l  i t  was al most  t oo l at e and t hat  a c hi l d was s t i l l bo r n 

because t he mot her  had been gi ven mor phi ne i nj ec t i ons i mpr oper l y . 

"Ther e ar e many cases such as t hat  t o pr ove t he i nef f i c i enc y 
and i ndi f f er ence of  Caucas i an doct or s i n t hi s ho s p i t a l . I t  was 
dec i ded by t he evacuee doct or s i n t hi s cent er  t hat  i f  such doct or s 
ar e t o st ay i n t hi s cent er  and mor e or  l es s see peopl e di e f r om 
day t o day t hey cannot  st and t o see such a t hi ng ex i s t . " 

Kur at omi  added t hat  i t  had been dec i ded t he ni ght  bef or e t o 

ask f or  t he r es i gnat i on of  "each and ever y Caucas i an doct or  and 

each and ever y Caucas i an nur se who f eel  so super i or  t hat  some of  

t hem bel i eve t hey know mor e about  medi c i ne t han t he J apanese doct or s 

who have had a bi g pr ac t i ce and l o t s of  r es po ns i b i l i t y , " Adachi , 

t he Bl ock Manager  of  bl ock 16 t hen t o l d a p i t i f u l  st or y of  how h i s 

nephew had di ed due t o pur por t ed negl ec t  on t he par t  of  Dr . Mar ks . 

Myer  pr omi sed t o go i nt o t he compl ai nt s t hor oughl y . "A j udge never  
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makes a dec i s i on unt i l  he get s bot h s i des . " Ther eupon, Kur at omi  

s t at ed: 

"Thi s i s not  a compl ai nt . We don't  get  anywher e wi t h com-
p l ai nt s . consequent l y , i t  I s t ur ni ng i nt o demands. The peopl e 
want  t he I mmedi at e r emoval  of  al l  t he Caucas i an doct or s and nur ses 
and we want  a def i ni t e answer  t oday. 

f My er s That  i s i mposs i bl e because I  have been on t he pr oj ec t  onl y 
6 or  7 hour s and hav en' t  even had a chance t o l ook ar ound. 

Kur at omi : Let  me say t hi s much. Thi s has been a r equest  f r om t he 
evacuee doct or s and nur ses . . .1 don' t  want  t o see any v i o l enc e. . . 
unl ess you r emove t hose peopl e f r om t he ho s p i t al . . .1 cannot  
guar ant ee t he ac t i ons of  t he peopl e. Thi s i s not  a t hr eat . I  
cannot  st op t hese peopl e f r om swar mi ng over  t o t he hos pi t al  and 
get t i ng af t er  t he doc t or s . I  don't  want  t o see any v i ol ence t ake 
pl ace but  I  cannot  guar ant ee what  t he peopl e wi l l  do i f  we have t o 
gi ve t hem t hi s answer . 

Myer : I  have never  t aken any ac t i on under  t hr eat  or  dur ess . 

Kur at omi : I t  i s not  a t hr eat ; I t  i s a f ac t . I  am j ust  expl ai ni ng 
t he act ual  t ens i on. 

Myer : I  r eal i ze what  ex i s t s . Someone i s r espons i bl e f o r  t hat . 
The- peopl e ar e pr et t y wel l  whi pped up. I  am sur e t he t ens i on woul d 
be much gr eat er  i f  I  made concess i ons wi t hout  goi ng i nt o t he f ac t s . 
. . .1 am ver y sor r y t hat  i s t he s i t uat i on. I n v i ew of  what  happened 
at  t he hospi t al  t oday J Lcannot  t ake ac t i on unt i l  we i nves t i gat e t he 
mat t er . That  i s f i n a l . |  

Kur at omi : Do you want  us t o make t he st at ement  j ust  as you sai d i t ? 

Myer : ¥ou may st at e i t  as you wi s h. I  hope you wi l l  gi ve t hem 
t he f ac t s . Tel l  t he peopl e t hat  I  am her e. I  hope t o go qui et l y 
about  my wor k l ook i ng I nt o t he pr obl ems of  t he Cent er  wi t h t he 
evacuees and t he admi ni s t r at i ve s t af f . . .We hope t o get  a com-
pl et el y r epr esent at i ve gr oup of  t he Tul e Lake Cent er  t o come up 
her e t o di s c uss t hei r  pr obl ems, xou f o l k s ar e ser v i ng i n a tempo-
r ar y capac i t y unt i l  a t r ul y r epr esent at i ve commi t t ee has been 
chosen. . .1 am sor r y but  I  wi l l  not  make any commi t ment s t hat  
r equi r e ac t i on of  r emoval  of  any per sonnel  wi t hout  seei ng t he ot her  
s i de. 

her e, Adachi , t he conser vat i ve Bl ock Manager  f el t  obl i ged t o 

c l ar i f y h i s pos i t i on, maki ng t he f o l l owi ng s i gni f i c ant  s t at ement : 

" I  don't  bel ong on t hi s commi t t ee. I  am so gr i eved at  t he 
l oss of  my nephew t hat  I  want ed t o speak t o you so you can l ook 
i nt o t he mat t er . However , I  am not  bei ng a par t y t o any demands. 
I  wor ked under  Mr . Shi r r el l  and Mr . Cover l y and I  don' t  want  t o 
make any t r oubl e. I  j us t  want ed you t o know t he f ac t s . I  wi l l  
be gl ad t o be excused. I  f eel  out  of  pl ace her e. " 
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Thi s I s an i nt er es t i ng sect i on of  t he conf er ence s i nce 

Kur at omi  put  on h i s st r ongest  pr essur e her e, ho l di ng t he "uncon-

t r o l l abl e anger " of  t he peopl e over  Myer 's head whi l e wyer  r ef used 

t o be swayed I nt o maki ng an i mmedi at e concess i on. (F edi cor d was , 

however , r emoved t hr ee days l at er , but  subsequent l y r ei ns t at ed. ) 

Kur at omi  was qui t e r i ght  when he s t at ed t hat  he coul d not  st op 

t he peopl e f r om swar mi ng i nt o t he hospi t al  and at t ack i ng t he 

doc t or s . I n t he opi ni on of  t he wr i t er , he exagger at ed t he possi -

b i l i t y of  mor e v i o l ence but  he di d not  exagger at e t he t ens i on i n 

camp or  t he t emper  of  t he peopl e. I f  he coul d have wr ung a con-

cess i on f r om myer  on t hi s mat t er , i t  woul d have r el eased some of  

t he t ens i on and, as he di d not  say, woul d have i nc r eased t he pr es-

t i ge of  t he Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee i n t he eyes of  t he peopl e. 

Adac hi 's st at ement  i s ver y i nt er es t i ng. Al t hough he admi t t ed t o 

t he wr i t er  t hat  at  t hi s t i me he and t he ot her  Bl ock Manager s 

gener al l y appr oved t he at t empt  of  t he Dal hyo Sha t o i mpr ove t he 

l i v i ng condi t i ons of  t he camp, he was most  anxi ous t hat  he not  be 

cons i der ed one of  t he "agi t at o r s " by t he admi ni s t r at i on. Many 

r es i dent s must  have shar ed t hi s mi xed at t i t ude of  i t ' s f i ne as 

l ong as i t  does n' t  do us any har m." Si x weeks l at er  Adachi  was 

t o pl ay a cons i der abl e r ol e i n opposi ng t he Dal hyo Sha and t he 

Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee. 

Mr . Sugi mot o t hen pr esent ed t he r epor t  of  t he f ood commi t t ee. 

St at i ng t hat  s i nce comi ng i nt o Tul e L ak e, t he segr egant s f el t  t hat  

t he f ood was qual i t at i vel y and quant i t at i vel y bel ow t hat  of  t he 

ot her  c ent er s . He s t at ed t hat  t he evacuees i n Sept ember  had been 

f ed at  t he cost  of  24  ̂ per  per son per  day al t hough Di l l on Myer  had 

/ s i gned an admi ni s t r at i ve i ns t r uc t i on n a mi n g ^31^ r̂  per son as t he 
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pr oper  amount . He al so s t at ed t hat  t he Caucas i an per sonnel  was . 

get t i ng f ar  more t han i t s shar e of  r at i oned goods; mor eover , t hey 

r ecei ved t he choi sest  cut s of  meat . Myer  s t at ed t hat  i f  i t  wer e 

t r ue t hat  t he peopl e wer e not  get t i ng t he pr oper  f ood i t  woul d be 

cor r ect ed i mmedi at el y . 

Kur at omi  t hen br i ef l y went  back over  t he po i nt s pr esent ed at  

t he Oct ober  27 meet i ng, t he uni f or m por ches , i mpr ovement  of  t he 

l at r i nes , and dust  cont r ol  of  t he r oads . Best  sai d t hese mat t er s 

wer e under  c ons i der at i on. Kur at omi  br ought  up t he absence of  

br ooms, bucket s , mops, c l oset  space, and t he r ecogni t i on of  a 

Cent r al  Or gani zat i on. He gai ned no more s at i s f ac t i on t han at  t he 

f i r s t  meet i ng. He t hen pr esent ed a .st at ement  "f r om t he r es i dent s " 

demandi ng t he r emoval  of  Mr . ês t , t he Pr o j ec t  Di r ec t o r ; Mr . Zi mmer , 

Ass i s t ant  Pr o j ec t  Di r ec t or ; Mr . Schmi dt , head of  I nt er nal  Sec ur i t y ; 

Mr . Kal l um, head of  t he Agr i c ul t ur al  Di v i s i on; Mr . Peck , t he c hi ef  

-  s t ewar d; Mr . Kl r kman of  t he War ehouse Sec t i on and al l  of  t he Cau-

cas i an doct or s and nur s es . Myer  made a l ong speech at  t hi s po i nt , 

s t r ess i ng t hat  he had absol ut e conf i dence i n Best  and maki ng no 

di r ec t  answer  t o t hi s demand f or  r emoval s . 

"Al l  I  have t o say f ur t her  i s t h i s . I  am gl ad t o have had 
t he oppor t uni t y t o meet  wi t h you. I  want  t o say t hat  I  have abso-
l ut e conf i dence i n Mr . Bes t , or  I  woul dn't  have pl aced hi m her e. 
I  pl aced hi m her e. I  pl aced hi m her e because I  f el t  t hat  he had 
under s t andi ng, cour age, and woul d know how t o wor k wi t h you peopl e 
i n wor k i ng out  your  pr obl ems. I  s t i l l  t hi nk t hat . 

"As f ar  as per s onal i t i es ar e concer ned, I  came up her e t o go 
over  wi t h hi m pr obl ems i n r el at i on t o per sonnel  or  any ot her  pro-
bl ems he mi ght  have. I  am goi ng t o accept  h i s r ecommendat i ons and 
wi l l  pr obabl y make a f ew of  my own. I  want  t o make i t  qui t e c l ear  
t hat  Mr . Best  i s i n char ge, and t hat  we c an ' t  oper at e on t he bas i s 
of  demands, but  onl y on t he bas i s of  s i t t i ng down and t al k i ng t hi ngs 
over . 
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"Ther e I s onl y one agency I  know of  who oper at es on t he bas i s 
of  demands. We don't  oper at e t hat  way. 1 want  t o r epeat . The War  
Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y has been i n oper at i on f or  a year  and a h a l f . 
We have gone t hr ough a good many t r i a l s and t r i bul at i ons and 
t r oubl es . We have been i nves t i gat ed t wi ce by t he Uni t ed St at es 
Congr ess , as r egar di ng t he popul at i on and pr obl ems of  t hese peopl e. 
They have sai d t hi ngs about  your  pr obl ems whi ch I  hav en' t  agr eed 
wi t h. . . 

"We hope we can wor k wi t h you. I f  we c an ' t  I  pr esume t her e 
wi l l  be someone el se wor ki ng wi t h you. I  don't  know who t hat  woul d 
be. I  am sur e t hat  you ar e not  i nt er es t ed i n hav i ng t r oubl e. . . 

"When you have any sugges t i ons , br i ng t hem t o Mr . Bes t . Don't  
br i ng t hem i n t he way of  demands. That  embar r asses hi m and i t  
embar r asses you. We c an' t  meet  demands. We ar e oper at i ng under  
t he Uni t ed St at es Gover nment  and have t o f o l l ow cer t ai n po l i c i es . 
We ar e wi l l i ng t o I nves t i gat e char ges and ar e wi l l i ng t o t ake 
ac t i on i f  we f i nd t hey ar e based on f ac t s . 

"I  am much obl i ged t o you f or  comi ng i n . I  am sur e t hat  you 
wi l l  want  t o oper at e on t hat  k i nd of  bas i s and i f  you do n ' t , t her e 
wi l l  have t o be some ot her  k i nd of  bas i s wor ked out . I  am not  
her e t o make t hr eat s . I  don't  make t hr eat s . We st and on what  
we ar e t r y i ng t o do. We t hi nk our  pr ogr am has been pr et t y sound 
so f a r , and t hat  t he evacuees gener al l y under s t and t hat . 

" I  t hi nk you have some di f f er enc es of  opi ni on i n t hi s c ent er . 
Whi l e I  don't  know how many peopl e you r epr esent , I  doubt  t hat  you 
r epr esent  al l  of  t hem. I  har dl y t hi nk t hat  you r epr esent  ever y-
body 's poi nt  of  v i ew. I t  i s d i f f i c u l t  t o r epr esent  ever ybody 's 
poi nt  of  vi ew when t her e ar e 15,000 peopl e her e. I  hope t hat  I  
can have an oppor t uni t y t o devot e my t i me amid at t ent i on t o t he 
pr obl ems r epr esent ed her e wi t hi n t he next  24 hour s or  so and I  
want  t o get  at  some f ac t s and I  am sur e t hat  i s what  you want  me 
t o do . " 

L at er , sever al  I nf or mant s c r i t i c i zed t he Negot i at i ng Commi t tee 1 

r equest  f or  r emoval  of  t he Appoi nt ed Per sonnel . Whet her  t hi s r e-

quest  ac t ual l y spr ang f r om t he peopl e i s open t o doubt . However , 

al l  of  t he gent l emen concer ned wer e ver y unpopul ar  i n t he col ony 

and t hei r  r emoval  woul d have been r ecei ved wi t h gener al  s at i s f ac t i on 

Concer ni ng t hese l at t er  pr oposal s , Kur at omi  made t he f o l l owi ng 

expl anat i on t o t he wr i t er : 

"We f e l t  t hat  i f  a r equest  wer e made t o get  r i d of  Mr . Bes t , 
Mr . Myer  woul d i nves t i gat e t he mat t er . I f  he wer e i nves t i gat ed 
and r emai ned, we coul d t el l  t he peopl e t hat  an i nves t i gat i on had 
been made and t hat  h i s pos i t i on i s v i ndi c at ed. . .Ki r kman was t hr own 
out  of  Sant a Ani t a. He was caught  i n some k i nd of  scandal  t her e. 
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"The r equest  t o r emove t he Caucas i an s t af f  f r om t he hos pi t al  
came f r om t he hospi t al  empl oyees. I  don't  t hi nk t hey 'd l i ke me 
t o say t hat , "but  i t ' s t he t r ut h. One poi nt  I  want  t o make c l ear  
was t hei r  f eel i ng t hat  i f  t he Caucas i an doct or s and nur ses ar e 
human enough t o r eal i ze t he pr obl em bef or e t hem and ar e wi l l i ng 
t o wor k f or  t he benef i t  of  t he peopl e, i t  woul d have been al l  
r i ght . 

Anal y s i s of  Meet i ng 

f̂ c j ^3 a s ac t ual  accompl i shment  i n negot i at i ons i s concer ned, 

t he commi t t ee di d not  gai n MMy much more by t hi s meet i ng t han by 

t hat  of  Oct ober  27. Myer , however , d i d pr omi se t o i nves t i gat e t he 

~(J L» ..» Zurrl f) CiuQm > 
f ood si t uat i on, ĵ whi oh- Best y ĵ j cy't he meet i ng, hnd 

I t  shoul d be rrpn t i nned h»ye t hat  nei t her  Mr . Myer  

nor  Mr . Best  made any s pec i f i c pr omi ses t o t he commi t t ee except  

t o i nves t i gat e t he compl ai nt s . Thi s i s i mpor t ant  because l at er  

bot h men, par t i c ul ar l y Mr . Bes t , wer e accused of  maki ng pr omi ses 

whi ch t hey di d not  keep. The wi t hhol di ng of  t he t er mi nat i on not i ce 

whi ch was f i na l l y gr ant ed t he commi t t ee, mi ght  have s at i s f i ed t he 

f ar m wor ker s ' "p r i nc i p l es " but  i t  coul d not  mi t i gat e/ t he f ac t  £hat , 

�mnçiro�scarce�at  T'ul e i*alpc . Myer  al so* pr om 

i nves t i gat e t he hospi t al  /Si t uat i on. nh l̂  7r 1 ?al  1 y , hnnmr r r , "ï he 

commi t t ee st r engt hened i t s pos i t i on wi t h t he admi ni s t r at i on. 
A 

I n spi t e o f  t he at t empt s t o expl ai n t he pr esence of  t he gr eat  

cr owd by "pr es s ur e" or  "t er r o r i zat i on" Myer  coul d not  f a i l  t o 

r eal i ze t hat  he had an ar oused popul ace t o deal  wi t h and t hat  t hi s 

popul ace "suppor t ed" t he commi t t ee. The ac t i ons of  t he admi ni st r a-

t i on i n t he t wo days t hat  f o l l owed i ndi cat e t hat  t o some ext ent  at  

l eas t  t he admi ni s t r at i on was convi nced t hat  t hey woul d have t o deal  
t ' a ? 

WL wi t h t he commi t t ee as r epr eoont at i vos and cons i der  f r hafa," r equest sy 

r T ^ X l b i d . . Sept . 18. 1944. pp. 6- 7. < 
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I  iifliafce- fcfoo negot l at i ono pr oooor i ody. t he gr eat  cr owd of  - Uapanooe 

st ood qui et l y ar ound t he admi ni s t r at i on bui l di ng t-w-Q a 

hal f  hour  a;�j j agmr 'uant s - f r equent l y st at e�t hat  t hei r  most-  vi vi d-

meiiiory~T3̂ - - thi  s event , I s how tl- ret± I heJ  becameT was n e v e r *  ̂

t l ra- d i n nv l l f f l j " ri  anvnr nl  ni i nl  gi r l  a, a young man, Tokyo 

Xamane, act ed as announcer  and f r om t i me t o t i me adv i sed t he cr owd 

! 

t o be pat i ent  êcr  t he negot i at i ons wer e pr ocedi ng. 

When t he meet i ng ended, Di l l on Myer  at  t he r equest  of  Kur at omi  

made a ver y shor t  addr ess t o t he peopl e. Thi s addr ess was pr eceded 

by a r epor t  f r om Kur at omi  on t he pr ogr ess of  t he negot i at i ons and 

was f o l l owed by a speech by r ever end ^A I . AC C ORDI NG I D LIII. WUTJ TJ UI", 

wke uuuakj - J aut tM  ̂«sn f 1.nr nt 1y< Kur at omi 's at t i t ude i n h i s speech 

t o t he peopl e was much more conc i l i at or y t han t h»i  at i At ode he hi  
aad  ̂

assumed i n t he meet i ng. - "I n h i s cpoooh*TO made no t hr eat s and 

1~ be ho pe/ somet hi ng î j oul d be accompl i  she d l - *  ̂

Kur at omi  out l i ned t he speeches he and Rever end Kai  made at  

t hi s t i me t o t he wr i t er s 

" I  made a ver y shor t  speech. I  sai d we had an oppor t uni t y 
t o negot i at e not  onl y wi t h Mr . ês t  but  al so wi t h Mr . Myer . I  
j us t  br i ef l y summed up t he po i nt s . I n t he maj or i t y of  cases 
Mr . Myer  pr omi sed h e ' d conduct  a t hor ough i nves t i gat i on and sai d 
we'd be no t i f i ed . I n gener al , t he r equest s br ought  up wer e 
r ec ei ved i n a har moni ous manner . I n due t i mes , I  was pos i t i v e, 
ever yt hi ng woul d be i r oned out . The r ecogni t i on of  a c ent r al i zed 
commi t t ee was i mpor t ant  t o t he peopl e. I  ment i oned t hat  and al so 
about  t he f ood and t he ho s p i t a l . 

m 
"Mr . Myer  spoke t hen. Then Rever end Kai  spoke l as t . He 

r e ai ned t he peopl e f r om goi ng i nt o any unr easonabl e ac t s and t o 
al ways mai nt ai n t hei r  t r ue v i r t ue as r eal  J apanese. The negot i a-
t i ons wer e wel l  conduct ed. At  t he l as t  he s ai d, 'Thi s i s t he end 
f o r  t he t i me bei ng, 1 and t ol d t he peopl e t o d i s p er s e . "3 

Fr om exer pt s f r om FBI  Repor t  on Tul e Lake I nc i dent , p . 47. 
2 i b l d . , pp. 4- 5. 

i b i d . , R. Hankey, Bot es , Dec . 26, 1944, pp. 3- 4. 
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I 

Dr . Webber  gave a mor e det ai l ed account  of  Rever end K a i ' s 

speec h: 

W- "We have been her e a l ong t i me. A gr eat  many t hi ngs have been 
di s c us s ed and no c onc l us i ons have been r eac hed. We wi l l  have t o 
ent er  i nt o f ur t her  nego t i at i ons i n t he f u t ur e. You peopl e must  
r emember  t hat  you ar e J apanese and must  act  as J apanese t o ho l d 
t oget her  f or  t he sake of  t he Empi r e and t he Emper o r ." H 

Accor di ng t o Webber  t h i s speech was del i v er ed i n a ver y pas-

s i onat e t one of  v o i c e. 

T At  t he c onc l us i on of  K a i f s speech, l amane c a l l ed on t he peopl e 

t o bow. Th i s t hey d i d i n un i s o n, accor di ng t o Kur at omi , "not  onl y 

i n gr at i t ude t o Rever end Kai  but  al s o as a ges t ur e of  gr at i t ude t o 

Mr . My er . " i  

/\  The r epor t  of  My er 's speec J Nr r i nt ed i n t he Tul ean Di spat c h 

W W { J  

o£ .Nn- rarnhaja g appf>mi r i  n " " 1 !̂ !  ̂ : 

DELEGATES CONFER 
Myer  Addr esses - Local  Res i dent s at  Ad. Ar ea. 

P r es ent i ng t he r eques t s , s ugges t i ons , and demands of  t he 
c o l o n i s t s , seven r epr es ent at i v es of  t he r es i dent s met  wi t h Nat i onal  
Di r ec t o r  Di l l o n S. Myer  en d P r o j ec t  Di r ec t o r  Raymond R. Bes t  yes-
t er day af t er noon. 

Dur i ng t he conf er ence whi ch l as t ed over  t wo ho ur s , p r ac t i c a l l y 
I  t he ent i r e popul at i on showed t hei r  suppor t  by sur r oundi ng t he 
\ admi ni s t r at i on bu i l d i ng ar ea dur i ng t he ent i r e af t er noon. 

r  
U . At  t he end of  t he negot i at i ons Myer  addr essed t he l oc al  

r es i dent s over  t he publ i c addr ess s  ̂ t em and s t at ed t hat  he has 
met  wi t h t he peo p l e ' s del egat es t o di s c us s t hei r  r epr es ent at i ons . 
Expr es s i ng ut most  conf i dence i n Di r ec t or  Bes t , myer  conc l uded by 
ask i ng r e s i d e n t  t o cooper at e wi t h t he admi ni s t r at i on i n s et t l i ng 
al l  pr obl ems, 

en£s 

� J  
Geor ge Kur at omi , a member  of  t he r epr es ent at i ve gr oup, gave 

a br i e f  r epor t  of  t he pr oc eedi ngs wi t h t he WRA o f f i c i a l s . 

I n c onc l us i on Rever end Kai  appeal ed t o t he r es i dent s t o 
r emai n cal m dur i ng t he nego t i at i ons and not  c r eat e v i o l enc e har m-
f u l  t o t he J apanese i n t er es t s . 

1F B I  Repor t , i b i d . 
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The seven r epr esent at i ves wi l l  meet  t oday and t omor r ow wi t h 
t he nat i onal  di r ec t or  and t he pr o j ec t  di r ec t or  t o di s cuss f ur t her  
t he po i nt s br ought  out  i n y es t er day 's i n i t i a l  conf er ence. 

Many i nf or mant s have s t at ed t hat  t hey wer e anxi ous t o hear  

what  Mr . Myer  had t o say and admi t  t hat  t hey wer e di sappoi nt ed 

wi t h h i s l ong- awai t ed speech. He gave no i ndi c at i on t hat  any of  

t hei r  gr i evances woul d be i mpr oved or  t hat  any concess i ons woul d 

be made. *ie made no pr omi ses . Mr s . *amaguchi  expr essed t he 

r eac t i on of  t he peopl e: "The or di nar y peopl e wer e di sappo i nt ed, 

�rhey expect ed mor e t o come out  of  i t , "  ̂

Never t hel ess , t he success f ul  demonst r at i on and t he c api t ul at i on 

of  t he admi ni s t r at i on i n gr ant i ng t he - Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee t hi s 

l ong i nt er v i ew added gr eat l y t o t hat  body 's pr es t i ge wi t h t he 

r es i dent s . Publ i c suppor t  of  t he Dai hyo Sha r eached i t s hi ghes t  

po i nt  ar ound November  1. Whi l e suppor t  coul d by no means be c al l ed 

unani mous, t her e was pr obabl y not  an evacuee i n camp at  t hi s t i me 

who di d not  f eel  t hat  i f  t he Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee coul d success f ul l y 

car r y out  i t s po l i cy of  wr i ngi ng some concess i ons f r om t he admi ni s-

t r at i on whi ch woul d'i mpr ove t he gener al  camp l i f e , set t l e t he f ar m 

"wor k st oppage" and get  r i d of  Dr . Pedi cor d, woul d be qui t e wi l l i ng 

t o st and by and appr ove. 

Undoubt edl y , t h i s meet i ng of  November  1 may be cons i der ed a 

v i c t or y f or  t he Dai hyo Sha as f ar  as t hei r  ho l d on t he r es i dent s 

was concer ned. The commi t t ee had f or ced t he admi ni s t r at i on t o 

r ecei ve t hem as t he peopl es ' r epr esent at i ves . Wi t h sagac i t y and 

po l i t i c al  f or es i ght  t he l eader s had avoi ded maj or  er r o r s , whi l e 

t he admi ni s t r at i on had commi t t ed a ser i es of  act s whi ch pr ogr es-

s i vel y i nc r eased t he ho s t i l i t y of  t he evacuee popul at i on t owar d 

WRA, e . g . , r ef us i ng t o gr ant  t he use of  t he gymnasi um f o r  t he 
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f uner al , c al l i ng i n t he har ves t  wor ker s t o br eak t he "s t r i k e" and 

f eedi ng t hem wi t h f ood whi ch t he co l oni s t s t hought  bel onged t o t hem, 

and f i na l l y , r ef us i ng t o r ecogni ze as r epr esent at i ves t he member s 

of  t he commi t t ee whi ch t he peopl e t hemsel ves had sel ec t ed by bl ock 

el ec t i on or  appoi nt ment . 

Most  i nt el l i gent  i nf or mant s st at e t hat  t hey bel i eve t hat  t he 

f ew days af t er  t he November  1 demonst r at i on up t o t he ent r ance of  

t he Army on «ovember  4 mar ked t he hi gh poi nt  of  camp uni f i c at i o n 

and publ i c suppor t  of  t he Dal hyo Sha and t he Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee. 

The commi t t ee appear ed t o be maki ng pr ogr ess , i t  had been "r ecog-

n i z ed", t he demonst r at i on had been st aged success f ul l y except  f o r  

t he beat i ng of  l êdi cor d whi ch, af t er  a l l , was r ecei ved wi t h gr eat  

s at i s f ac t i on by al most  ever yone. I n ot her  wor ds, t he Negot i at i ng 

Commi t t ee was l ooked upon as a success f ul  gr oup of  l eader s who had 

made not ewor t hy accompl i shment s wi t hout  br i ngi ng any undue i ncon-

veni ence upon t he peopl e. Af t er  November  4t h when l i f e became 

i nc r eas i ngl y uncomf or t abl e, suppor t  dwi ndl ed s l owl y but  pr ogr ess i vel y . 

The Cont r over s i al  "Pr omi ses" 

^h e commi t t ee l os t  no t i me i n publ i c i z i ng t he f ac t  t hat  

negot i at i ons wer e pr ocedi pg f avor abl y and t hat  Mr . Best  had made 
U v V r H Cart  . 

t hem c er t ai n concess i ons  ̂ t p n V . Q q ^o - r * O c t o b e r  35- and " 

November-  1 meet i ng show-  t hat  a�goodl y number  Of  l l ie cummirfrtee 1 s 

reque- a£e- had been pr omi sed cons i der at i on, and l l i aL they had'ever y 

r i ght �t o�eoi r sTaer  t hat  t hey haa Deen gi ven per mi ss i on t o es t abl i s h 

f l - r f t pr nsi nnt f l t i yQ body-  Mor ftovft r , ^f e w days af t er  November  1, 

Mr . Best  announced Ijrhat  Dr . Pedi cor d woul d be di smi s sed, a dec i s i on 

whi ch was not vt f ar r i ed out . He al so s t at ed t hat  he wi shed t o er ec t  

uni f or m por ches I f  Washi ngt on gave per mi ss i on. Lt  i s doubt f ul  
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V 

t hat  t he mor e I n t el l i gent  l ec t o r s of  t he Dgt i hyo Sha del i ber at el y 

decei ved t he peopl e on t h l / ma t t e r  of  pr emi ses . r r i i babl y, Mi o  ̂

l es s r espons i bl e member s, wi t h t he i s t ance s el f  A p p o i n t ed 

gos s i ps / s pr ead i nc o r /oc t  r umor s t hr ough camp t hat  s pec i f i c pr omi ses 

JuHfcSa* 

had po o n made. When event s made I t  i mposs i bl e f o r  Mr . Best  t o 

keep t o any of  t he st at ement s made at  t he. meet i ngs , I hl .i  bui l y nf  

J H^a c t u a l  and I magi nar y br oken pr or Si seh - wdr  po i nt ed t o r epeat edl y by A 

t he r es i dent s as ev i dence of  t ho "doubl e- c r oss i ng" char ac t er  of  

Mr . Bes t / J  The over whel mi ng maj or i t y of  peopl e, whet her  t hey wer e 

Dai hyo ¿ha suppor t er s or  no t , cons i der ed hi m a cheat  and a l i a r , 

an opi ni on t o whi ch t hey ho l d f o r  h i s ent i r e car eer  as pr o j ec t  

di r ec t o r  at  Tul e Lake« 

On t he mat t er  of  t he di smi ssal  of  Dr . r edi c or d and t he 

Caucas i an appoi nt ed s t af f  at  t he hos p i t al  t he accusat i ons of  t he 

peopl e had good bas i s . On November  4 Mr . Best  r el eas ed t he f ol -

l owi ng l e t t e r . L at er , Dr . Pedl cor d was r ei ns t at ed at  Tul e Lake and 

cont i nued I n h i s wor k t her e f o r  some t i me bef or e h i s t r ans f er  t o 

t he Gi l a Hel oc at i on Cent er . 

WAR RELOCATI ON AUTHORI TY 
Tul e Lake Cent er  

Newel l , Cal i f o r n i a 

November  4, 1943 

To whom i t  may concer n: 

I mmedi at el y f o l l owi ng t he i nc i dent  at  t he hos p i t al  wher ei n 
- Ur. Pedi cor d was beat en by some unknown gr oup of  men, Di r ec t or  
Myer  and Dr . Pedi cor d agr eed t hat  doct or s on t he appoi nt ed s t af f  
and t he appoi nt ed s t af f  of  nur ses wer e t o be r emoved f r om f ur t her  
dut y at  t he ho s p i t a l . F eder al  r egul at i ons r equi r e t hat  a ho s p i t al  
admi ni s t r at or  must  bo r espons i bl e f o r  gover nment  pr oper t y and nar -
c o t i c s . I n accor dance t her ewi t h Nur se 3hi pps has been det ai l ed 
as hos p i t al  admi ni s t r at o r . Ther e ar e no f ac t s t o t he r umor  t hat  
Dr , Pedi cor d wi l l  r et ur n t o t he Tul e Lake ho s p i t a l . 

/ s / R. R. Best  
P r o j ec t  Di r ec t o r , 
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ATTI TUDE OP THE ADMI NI STRATI ON I MMEDI ATELY AFTER NOVEMBER 1 

{Q, L On November  2nd t hg âppol nt od pei *aomv* 1 hel d a meet i ng I n 

O 

t he r ec r eat i on hal l  at  whi ch a pet i t i on was c i r cul at ed f or  a f ence 

bet ween t he admi ni s t r at i ve and t he evacuee ar eas . Di r ec t or  Myer  

was asked t o at t end. Sever al  of  t he appoi nt ed per sonnel  made 

speeches expr ess i ng t hei r  ext r eme st at e of  i ns ec ur i t y . Some s t af f  

member s r es i gned. 1 On t he same day member s of  t he Appoi nt ed 

Per sonnel , pr omi nent  among whom wer e t hose member s of  t he hospi -

t al  s t af f  who wer e st aunch suppor t er s of  Dr . Pedi cor d and t he 

most  ant i - J apanese per sons on t he pr o j ec t , hel d a meet i ng at  t he 

t own of  Tul e L ak e. Di l l on Myer  agai n was asked t o at t end and di d 

so unwi l l i ngl y . The t unur  j f - t hi u no t̂ l i ur  wftfl  desc r i bed by a r at her  

emot i onal  Caucas i an. The i r at o member s of  t he WRA per sonnel  de-

manded mi l i t ar y pr ot ec t i on, [ Uf a nol dl or n t o oaoh po r  a ony machi ne 

guns and t anks . Myer  st at ed t hat  ho was agai nst  a show of  v i o l ence 

f or  'v i o l ence br ed v i o l enc e. ' He voi ced t he opi ni on t hat  t he 

member s of  t he per sonnel  wer e ' j us t i f i ab l y scar ed but  i ns i s t ed 

t hat  adequat e mi l i t ar y pr ot ec t i on was qui et l y i n oper at i on.1 

"The l eader  of  (t he nur ses) shook wi t h f ear  and r age t hat  
such an appeasement  po l i cy dar e t o bo br oached. Each smal l  t own 
or at or  got  up and st al kod and posed. . (and) st or med about  h i s 
i ndi v i dual  br aver y .* 

The per sonnel  pr esent  at  t hi s meet i ng al so demanded t hat  a 

f ence be er ec t ed bet ween liliu and Caucas i an quar t er s . 

I mmedi at el y af t er  Mr . Myer 's depar t ur e, t he const r uct i on of  a 

hi gh bar bed- wi r e t opped f enc e, separ at i ng t he J npano se sec t i on of  

camp f r om t he Caucas i an sect i on (t he Admi ni s t r at i on bui l di ngs , 

l i v i ng quar t er s and war ehouses) was begun. Sent r i es wer e s t at i oned 

at  t he gat es and f r m wnr m^̂ T» of  f che ? ex i s t ense (- T̂t-  ̂

1. , 
IVIiA, Tul e Lake I nc i dent  Sequence of  Ev ent s , p . 5« 
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l i ave l o Ue- changed)» Trhipanouu had t o pr ocur e passes t o be 

al l owed ent r ance i nt o t he "Caucas i an ¿irea . "J f l c r dl o on t o �t he 

pr a ânoo o- f- thi s Tônce was sftrwayo r ooent od by t he J apanooo» 

The st at e of  mi nd of  t he admi ni s t r at i on i mmedi at el y af t er  

November  1 was one of  i ndec i s i on, t ens i on and f ear  whi ch i n some 

i ndi v i dual s amount ed t o hy s t er i a. As f ar  as men i n hi gher  posi -

t i ons wer e concer ned, t he l ur i d and exagger at ed account s of  t he 

"J ap r i o t s at  Tul e Lake" wer e most  di s t ur bi ng. Newspaper  r epor t er s 

put  o f f  wi t h i nnocuous st at ement s , i nt er v i ewed t he Caucas i ans 

empl oyed i n const r uc t i on wor k who l i ved out s i de of  the pr oj ec t  and 

bui l t  up f ant as t i c s t or i es based on t he st at ement s of  t hese i l l -

f or med per sons . The J apanese al so wer e j us t i f i ab l y anger ed by 

he se account s whi ch, desc r i bed t hem as "bl ood- t hi r s t y J a p ^^b u t  

t o t hem 



this was only on® of a largo l i st of aggravations. To Di l l on Myer and Mr. 

Boat this publ ici ty was a matter of appal l ing seriousness. In faot, the injury 

to publ io relations was probably the most severe blow deal t to WRA in al l  i ts 

hi story. Every Administrative aotion and every event or disturbance whioh 

fol lowed November 1 was always oonsidered f i rst from the viewpoint of what 

�f feot I t would have i f the matter got into the newspapers. Extreme oaution 

was observed to see that news did not l eak out. The importance of this fear 

on the mind of Mr. Best and i ts effeot on his future pol ioy as Projeot Director 

at Tule Lake cannot be over- emphasized. 

Yet, despite the pressure and annoyance the November 1 demonstration and 

the organisation i n the oolony aroused among the higher members of the personnel , 

the administration was not unsympathetio to many of the Negotiating Committee's 

demands or requests. Dr . Opler expressed this atti tude wel l , al though i t is 

doubtful  i f the administration was quite as "sympathetio" as he impl ies. 

"The administration ooul dn't l i sten to them as demands. They were 
real l y sympathetio to al l  of them (the demands) except the dismissal  of 
the staff members. The Negotiating Committee demanded promises. We said 
we'd do what we oould. They took i t as a promise and insisted we'd broken 
a promise."* 

The Administration was oorreot i n assuming that the Daihyo Sha did not 

ave complete publ io support. However, i t greatly underestimated the extent of 

the laok of support. Its greatest oversight was ignoranoe of the faot that the 

great mass of the people fel t they had eleotod these representatives and that 

the people would always support aotl vel y or passivel y any group that stood 

stalwartl y against the unpopular Administration, even i f i t used threats or 

employed viol enoe. The publ io support of some of the demands was tremendous. 

The deeds of the Administration, no matter what their oharaoter, would be re-

oeived wi th more or l ess opprobrium i f for no other reason than that they sprang 

1. R. Hankey, Notes, February, 1944, p. 21 
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from thi s hated source. 

The Administration's ignorance of the extent of publ io support of the 

Dalhyo Sha Kai , and whioh of the committee's pol ioies were approved or dis-

approved, was due to the fact that they knew practical l y nothing of what was 

going on in the oenter. Tension was so great at this time that even i f any 

Cauoasian had had the ouriosi ty or oourage to investigate the si tuation* he 

oould have found out almost nothing* Even the most eager Japanese inu or 

stool- pigeon would not have dared to give information. I t is interesting that 

several  of the men who turned stool - pigeon two months l ater were at this time 

vociferous members of the Daihyo Sha Kal . On the other hand, Kuratomi has told 

the wri ter that on several  occasions he tried to impress Dr . Opler wi th the 

gravi ty of the si tuation» and give him a cl ear picture of the overwrought state 

of the residents. Mr. Tsuda al so remarked that he had to pul l  Dr . Opler into 

the Internal  Seourity offi ce during Mr. Kashima's funeral  and warn him to get 

out of camp. Tsuda stated that he was unable to understand how Dr . Opler oould 

fal l  to perceive the seriousness of the si tuation. The extremely deceptive 

quietness of an emotional ly tense J apanese group and the reluotanoe of the 

Cauoasian personnel  to bel ieve what they probably considered the exaggerated 

statements of "agi tators" must therefore al so be taken into consideration as 

a partial  explanation of the administration's lack of perspective at this time. 

November 2 Meeting of Dalhyo Sha Kai 

On November 2, the Dalhyo Sha met agai n. The ohief task before the body 

was the determination of the method of seleotlng the permanent eommlttees and 

the permanent representative body whioh was to head up the proposed community 

organisation. The permanent representative body continued to be cal l ed "The 

Negotiating Committee" in the minutes. The oammlttees considered neoessary 
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were Hospital  Investigation Committee, Farm Department, Motor Pool« Warehouse, 

and Management, Pol i ce, Betterment of Living Condition, Education, 

Fi re, Administration* These suggestions, however, were considered 

tentative and were to be referred to the people at a mass meeting* 

The fi rst question raised was how this permanent Negotiating Committee 

and the sub- committees were to be selooted* The minutes are very confused and 

the di80U8sion is di ffi cul t to fol l ow* Kuratomi explained the plan accepted to 

the writers 

"Each block was to recommend suitable persons to the various committees. 
After the reoommendatlon sheets were In, the Dalhyo gha was to elect a 
sel ection committee to make the f i nal  recommendation to the various com-
mittees * The committee members thus ohosen were to be subject to the f i nal  
approval  of the administration and the people 

Kuratomi made the reoommendatlon for a mass meeting and al so advised 

that wri tten personal  histories should be attached to the names of the recommend-

ees* Kal  suggested that a wri tten report of the decision of the Recomnendation 

or Selection Committee be distributed In the blocks the next day and that the 

Dalhyo Sha also be given the privi l ege of making recommendations to the com-

mittees* These suggestions were approved* The wsys and means of recommendation 

were to be l eft to eaoh ward (or bl ook?)* Both the persons making reoommendatlon 

and those individual s reoommended for positions were to be 21 years old or older* 

By Monday, November , I t was hoped that the permanent oommittee would be 

selected and work on the farm would be resumed* The meeting olosed wi th the 

decision that the Dalhyo Sha organize the celebration of Mei j l  Setsu, the birth-

day of the Emperor Mel j l  which fel l  on the next day* 

The tone of this meeting is very optlmlstio* There is no Indication 

whatever that the l eaders, headed by Kal  and Kuratomi had any other intention 

but to push through the el ection of the permanent body which they had received 
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Best's and Myer's permission to organise. Onoe thi s body was in existence i t 

would be very dl ffi oul t for the Administration not to "recognise" i t* The 

impression gained i s that the negotiators fel t they had gained recognition and 

that by and l arge, they had a fai r l y olear fi el d before them. Had there been 

no further Incident, this group of leaders might have kept control  of the oamp 

for some time* The more level- headed leaders were not unaware of the danger 

of suoh outbursts as that whioh resul ted in the beating of Dr . Pedioord. 

Efforts were made to control  the over- enthusiastio bel l i gerent, strong- arm group. 

Announcements, suoh as those described by Mr. Nakao, were made i n the mess hal l st 

"The Block Representatives would ocme back to the blook and state 
that the young fel l ows -  those i n thei r teens and up to 22 -  stats ttot 
were too hot tempered and they would l ike them to be quiet and decent. 
Al l  the blook representatives came baok to the blook and said for the 
young people not to take matters into thei r own hands. This was right 
after the farm aooldent i n Ootober."! 

As for the Administration, i n spi te of the hysteria of oertaln individual s 

the men In the higher positions thought that the orl si s had passed. Opler is 

reported to have said on the night of November 3 that there wasn't going to be 

any trouble»3 

made through a l etter signed by Kuratoml . Senor de Amat was aoocmpanied by H.A. 

Benninghoff, a representative from the State Department. He met with a group 

of 20 J apanese representatives t among whom were Mr. Horiuohl  and Reverend Kai . 

Mr. Kuratoml  aoted as spokesman for the evaouees * 

The minutes of thi s meeting are very reveal ing sinoe the J apanese spoke 

muoh more frankl y to the Spanish Consul  sdbua than they did to Mr. Myer or Mr. 

1» R. Hankey, Notes, March, 1944, p. 12. 
2. According to Harkness, Superintendent of Sohools, In informal  conversation 
wi th the wri ter. 

On November S the Spanish Consul  P. de Amat arrived on the project to 

investigate He came at the request of the farm group 
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Best* 

The fi rst point brought up by Kuratomi concerned the presence of the 

"l oyal " Japanese i n the cent er , the vol untary segregees who oame to Tule Lake 

with their rel atives* He stated that there were two to four thousand suoh 

persons in the Center, whioh is probably a very good estimate« He requested 

that Washington be asked to make defini te announcement at some speci fic future 

date that Tule I*ke would be designated as a center for only those persons who 

intended to go baok to J apan. Mr« Benninghoff, the representative of the State 

Department, stated that i t was possible that this might be done i n the future 

and askad &uratomi what he would do about those persons who were loyal  to J apan 

but did not wish to repatriate« Kuratami suggested that a separate camp might 

be set up for suoh individuals« 

Kuratonal  then brought up the questionbf producing food only for the 

residents of Tule Lake and suggested that the farcers who lost employment when 

this pol ioy was carried out might be employed in other divisions* e.g., car-

penters, block beauti fioation, road improvement and latrine faci l i t i es« De Amat 

pointed out that by producing more food than ?ule Lake oould consume, the resi-

dents were actual l y helping themselves in that they could then exchange goods 

with other centers« Kuratami admitted that this was true but argued that since 

induction into the centers was compulsory "i f the people did not wish to work 

beyond a certain point, the government wi l l  be more or less looking after the 

wel fare of the people in here« The food wi l l  automatical ly be coming in here, 

regardless of the work they would perform. That is true, I sn't i t?" De .Amat 

admitted this was true« 

Kuratoni then asked i f the people i n Tule Lake oould be considered Japa-

nese nationals regardless of whether they had Japanese oitisenship or not« "That 

would have to go through congressional  proceedings, woul dn't i t?" Benninghoff 
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repl ied that this would be very di ffi cul t I f not impossible. Kuratomi added 

that there were some requests that the J apanese government be asked to grant the 

ni sei i n Tule La Ice J apanese ci t i zenship. D© Amat pointed out that Kuratomi 

oould not take the responsibi l i ty for al l  of the ni sei  i n the oenter on this 

matter. Kuratomi admitted thi s, whereupon Mr. Horiuohi added that J apan had a 

national i ty law of 1924 whioh extended ci ti zenship to anyone who stayed in J apan 

24 hours. The ni sei  in camp, he stated, wished the Spanish Consul  to request 

the J apanese government to amend this national i ty law and grant oi tizenship to 

them, since by their actions they had manifested l oyal ty to J apan. De Amat 

repl ied that he would have to consul t wi th his Snbassy on this matter. 

Kuratomi then launched into a rather oonfused statement cri ti ci sing the 

Cauoaslan personnel  at Tule l ake. The present personnel  did not understand 

J apanese psychology.  ̂

"We understand our posi tion and we know the circumstances under 
which we are put here, so we are not here to cause any responsible 
riots or disturbances so long as sinceri ty from the administrative 

personnel  i s shown to us and put on type, bl ack and whi te, and i f thei r 
atti tude would give us the feel ing that they are sincere in their words." 

This is one of Kuratomi»a favori te expressions* 

of 

Conoerning Dr . Pedioord, Kuratomi l i sted four oases/purported negl igence, 

two of whioh resul ted i n death. The J apanese doctors and nurses and the resi-

dents, stated Kuratomi, bel ieved Pedioord inoapable. Moreover, they eonsidered' 

the Caucasian nurses hosti l e to the J apanese.2 They wished al l  the Caucasian 

doctors and nurses removed from the hospital  "to protect the safety of the 

J apanese evacuees 

Kuratomi was about to go into a discussion of the mess problem when Mr. 

Horiuohi interrupted wi th another question concerning J apanese ci t i zenship. 

2. The wri ter is acquainted with some of these nurses. Some are among the most 
bigoted, anti- J apanese persons she has ever oome into contact wi th. 
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Horiuohi wished to know i f J apanese i n the United States Army oould be given 

dual  ei tl Een8hl p by the J apanese government and be given a ohoioe of staying 

in the United States Army or leaving i t* Mr. Benninghoff stated that when 

young men i n the Army were induoted they had an opportunity to make their ohoioe« 

Mr. Horiuohi repl ied! 

"That's previous to the treatment aooorded to the fami l ies« Many 
were induoted before the war began, bel ieving that i f they served this 
oountry, thei r parents end thei r brothers and sisters would be given 
humane treatment as oitiEens of this oountry, as human beings* But after 
the war broke out, thei r parents and rel atives were thrown into oenters 
l ike Poston, where Indians ooul dn't even l i ve. . 

Mr* Benninghoff asked i f the boys themselves wished to leave the Army or 

i f this were only the desire of their rel ati ves. Kuratoml  stated that many 

were held against thei r wi l l  and many had ohanged thei r minds. De Amat agreed 

with Kuratoml , saying, "A lot of boys are i n the army and their fathers are in 

Santa Fe" � . � Said Benninghoff, "I don't dispute that at al l . In faot , I 

don't dispute anything." De Amat promised to ask for information from his 

Embassy* At this point Mr. Benninghoff l eft the oonferenoe. 

Kuratoml  then reintroduced the matter of Dr* Pedioord. De ¿mat asked an 

interesting questions 
was 

"Whereto before? You see, we go to the administration and hear 
one side -  that he i s a saint -  and we oome here and hear something 
di fferent -  that he's a devi l * There is a way of knowing his past 
hi story, the way he has worked�" 

De Amat asked i f the main oause of the disturbance of November 1 was dls-

satisfaction wi th the hospital * Kuratomi said that was one oause and the mess 

was another. 

De Amat« You know that I am here to help you* Why haven't you oome to me 
before instead of going on a strike* 

Kuratomii The reason i s we have oome here very l atel y; we have been here 
only a month. It was very fortunate for us to have Mr. Myer vi si t us and 
we thought he oould take our grievanoes f i rst to see i f they would take 
proper aotion to reoti fy some of the wrong doings* 
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De Amati But up to that moment you resorted to violence --

Iuratomii That wasn't done by the residents. There were two or three -

some of the hotheads. That was not the produoe or part of the program at 

al l . . . . » 

Kuratomi then brought up the unemployment oondition at Tu l e Lake and 

suggested that more persons oould be smployed i n mess, that the pol ioy of 

ha- ring men olean the women's l atrines was ridioulous and women should take 

over this work, that 500 additional  carpenters oould be employed and that block 

oaretakers and blook mothers to oare for small  ohi ldren would al so help to 

al l eviate the unemployment si tuation. De ¿mat took C&reful  note of the 

suggestions and promised to take them to the administration. He al so agreed to 

ask the administration i f the recreation hal l s oould be used for the proposed 

Language Schools sinoe the camp was so orowded that this was the only space 

avai l abl e. Kuratomi al so stated that the residents would l ike to have clothing 

al lowances whether they were working or not. De Anat objected here, saying 

that none of the centers gave clothing al lowances to persons not employed. He 

addedi "The administration is feel ing pretty sour and we don't want to have any 

more trouble than i s necessary and so wai t unti l  some of these things improve .tt 

Evidentl y De Amat bel ieved that there was a fai r chance that the adminis-

tration would concur wi th the residents* demand that Pedioord and the remainder 

of the Cauoasian hospital  staff be dismissed, for he asked Kuratomi i f there 

were enough J apanese nurses in camp to replaoe the Cauoasian nurses. De Amat 

al so stated that Tule Lake would not have enough doctors and asked i f he should 

request that some be sent from Santa Fe. 

Kuratomi tten accused the project personnel  of graft and ran into a l i tt l e 

di ffi oul ty beoause D© Amat did not have suffi cient command of American slang 

to understand the word. When the word was defined, he made no oonanent. He 

was then asked i f Mr. Kashima's widow oould olaim additional  compensation 
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through the J apanese government after the war* De Amat stated that she coul d. 

The very important food problem was then brought up. It is interesting 

that the Spanish Consul  paid far more attention to Mr. Sugimoto's report than did 

Direotor Myer and he appeared to make a di l i gent attempt to understand the 

aoousations brought forward. Due to the questions put by the Consul , these 

minutes oontain the ol earest account of Suglmoto*s complicated investigation 

of the WRA mess si tuation. Suglmoto pointed out that 51̂  per person per day was 

the 1944 WRA basic subsistenoe budget) this was the sum remaining from 45$ with 

a deduotion of 14$ to cover the produoe produoed by the J apanese at the farm. 

Basing hi s investigation on the month of September 1945, he found that the total  

expenditure, including the vegetables produoed wi thin the oenter was 27$. De Amat 

asked him i f he oould prove this and Suglmoto repl ied that he oould since he had 

al l  the reoords. Said De Amats "That wi l l  be very useful  and very good material  

to work on." The next item brought up by Sugimoto was the OPA point system. He 

stated that he had found that the WRA at Tule Lake had purchased enough meat to 

feed 14,700 people during the month of September 1945 and that in that month 

there were l ess than 14,000 people i n the oenter. For this reason the evaouees 

should have been expected to receive their ful l  point quota of meat. However, 

according to the reoords, the J apanese were short- rationed 95,000 points whioh 

the Cauoasian personnel  was over- rationed 54,000 points. "They donft share i t 

i n a brotherl y way, do they"? commented the Consul . Suglmoto then stated that 

his investigation showed that the evaouees had been short- rationed 7,526 points 

on processed food for the month of September, adding, 

"Now, when you go over to Washington and look through the books i n 
the WRA office in Washington, they probably have a book with beauti ful  
figures -  only that does not prove that these things are aotual l y so." 

DeAmati l»m going to have that l a wri t i ng. . . . You have everything here? 
(Noting sheet) 
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Suglmotoi Every point I am reading here now, I have figures to prove. � � 
There i s the matter of menu making -  i t i s i n praotioe al l  through the relooation 
centers * � . Many instanoes, the ohefs i n the kitohens cannot fol l ow that menu 
for the simple reason that � 

De Amati That there i s no suoh food - -

Sugimotoc No suoh material s oome with the menu* That point has been stressed 
by the people working in the kl tohen time and again to the administrative 
personnel« The way we understand that, the effeotiveness of that menu» the 
copy of I t goes to Washington, the main R̂A of fl oe, and that remains there of 
what is being fed to the evaouees in the oenters. In other words, the menu 
I tsel f i s a misrepresentation» 

De Amat: Beoause you don't eat that? 

Suglmoto*s complaint that the menus very frequentl y did not oolnoide with 

the food served was quite j usti fi ed not only for Tule Lake but for the other 

oenters« It was not at al l  unoommon to have the menu for the day read, roast 

beef, or roast pork, whi l e the evaouees were fed hash or bologna* 

Kuratomii I f we look through the record, the mortal i ty rate, the rate the 
ohiokens die at the ohioken farm« the rate is over a thousand per month and 
there are 22,000 ohiokens in this farm. . � Whether the ohiokens die voluntar-
i l y or invol untari l y, foroed to die or do on their own accord. Latel y we have 
been watching where the ohiokens have been going. We find that the ohiokens 
have been going to the personnel  mess hal l . Aooording to Ifr. Best, everything 
that Is raised in the farms here, including ohiokens and hogs, should be given 
to the evaouees. � � 

De Amat asked how many persons ate in the personnel  mess and on being told 

that there were from 150 to 180 he pointed out that that number of people oould 

not possibl y eat a thousand ohiokens even i f they ate from breakfast to dinner. 

Suglmotoi Food Is disappearing. There must be some loophole, but the point 
wear e trying to prove is that food is disappearing and that we are not getting 
i t . 

l fr. Kuratomi then told the Consul  that lb*. Best had promised to tal k things 

over with the committee, that he had furthermore promised that he would oooperate 

wi th them to the ful l est extent so that some of the oomplaints and suggestions 

were ful f i l l ed, and that he would request standard porohes for eaoh barraok and 

to improve the l atrine conditions� * 
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"So we have to wai t to see whether he i s sincere or not. In oase 
he should fal l  to keep his promise maybe we wi l l  have to oal l  you in and 
have your presence in this oenter again. Wi l l  that be al l  right wi th you? 

De Amats Yes, that is why I am here � to protect the interests of the J apanese 
people� When I read i n the papers that you str i ke, I get very upset, beoause 
I want you to do al l  you oan and I want to do al l  I oan to help you. 

Kuratami then told the story of how HP. Best refused to grant permission to 

hold a publ io funeral  and of Mr. Best's atti tude on October 1 when Kuratomi and 

several  other men from Jerome had gone to see him to hold an informal  discussion. 

De Amat's reaotion was very interesting! 

De Amat: Who do you think would be a good director here? 

Kuratamis That's hard to say� 

De Amat: Who? Who do you think among the other centers. 

Kuratomi: For this pl ace. We wi l l  find you a man. I think Mr, Robertson.1 

I f Mr. Best should not want to oooperate wi th us and i f he should keep his 
hosti l e atti tude we wi l l  oontaot you again* 

In closing the conference, Consul  De Amat made the fol l owing encouraging 

remarkt 

"I enjoyed talking wi th you. Everything was very reasonable, which 
is tui  exception. Frequently I have oomplaints that have no foundation but 
everything we have talked about today makes quite a lot of sense and I am 
hopeful  that part of i t wi l l  be arranged, not al l  of i t , but part of i t .""7 

The oontrast between the atti tude which De Amat showed to the oommittee"lE»d 

that shown by Mr. Best is indeed stri king. I t is evident that the Consul  was 

impressed with the general  tone of the requests and complaints axti  exhibited a 

remarkably sympathetic atti tude. He aoted as i f he intended to take action on 

the food si tuation and asked signi fi cant questions about a possible successor 

to Mr. Best. The questions put by Horiuohi concerning the status of J apanese 

national s, the possibi l i ty that J apan might grant the ni sei  i n Tule Lake Japa-

nese oi ti  sens hip and the possibi l i ty of getting J apanese out of the United States 

Army into ûl e Lake al l  indioate the atti tude of mind prevai l ing among a certain 

1« Mr. Robertson was at this time director of Leupp. 

\  

� 
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part of the population at this time. I t is small  wonder that Kuratomi» speaking 

of this meeting told the wri ter, "That was one of the most amioable meetings we 

ever had. . , He (De Amat) asked us» 'I s i t al l  right for me to l eave?' I told 

him frankly that everything was under control* Then when he oame back again 

(on November 9) he was rather peeved with us."* 

November 4 Meeting of the Dalhyo Sha Kai 

On the night of November 4» the Dalhyo 3ha Kal  met again to proceed with 

2 

the important matter of the organisation of a permanent representative group. 

Kuratomi, when asked to cl ari fy the extremely confused minutes explained to the 

writer that the election of the seven or eight proposed permanent committees 

was the main object. This action was st i l l  to be approved by the administration 

and the people. The people were at l iberty to reject any nominee or any com-

mittee or to add additional  oommittees i f they chose* Once these committees 

were functioning» i t was the intent of the Negotiating Committee and the Dalhyo 

S ha to resign. "The entire body of the Dalhyo S ha intended to resign and be 

repl aoed." (̂ Previous to this meeting the residents of each blook had handed in 

jj- l  

/Tl i st j of suggested persons for each committee and i t was the task of the 

"Sel ection Committee" of the Dalhyo Sha to select the permanent committeemen from 

these l i sts. These selections were subjeot to tbm approval  of the body of the 

Dalhyo Sha. The only thing l eft to dc ŵas to bring this up to the administra-

tion for their approval . We also intended to have the mass meeting and 

explain this to the peopl e."' 

Matters did not run at al l  smoothly and the body wrestled with the problem 

and argued for six hours» from eight in the evening unti l  two i n the morning. 

1» R. Hankey, Notes » September 18» 1944» p. 7. 
2. I t is interesting that according to Kuratomi» considerable consideration 
was given to the Poston method of organisation at the time of the Poston str i ke. 
(Find out who was responsible for this -  Nomura? Suglmoto? 
3. R. Hankey» Notes» September 18» 1944» pp. 8- 9. 

J 
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Sinoe muoh of the discussion i s very interesting, this meeting wi l l  be described 

in detai l * 

Dl soussion of the business on hand was begun by Yamatani who reported that 

in Ward I there had been no recommendations at al l  for the Sel eotion Committee 

and suggested that the Dalhyo Sha appoint a committee of nine men,1 Takahashi 

cri ti ci zed this method of seleotion and suggested instead that the Seleotion 

Committee be oomposed of men who represented eaoh oenter� 

Kuratami asked for suggestions as to a practical  prooedure to fol l ow in 

the sel eotion. A man named Yamagata suggested that the Seleotion Committee be 

ohosen from people with technical  abi l i t i es. Thereupon, Ifir. Yamamoto, a strong 

supporter of Mr. Takahashi , jumped the gun and nominated Takahashi to the 

Seleotion Committee. An anonymous person suggested that the Committee be 

selected by wards. Uohida then spoke up in favor of Takahashi *s suggestion that 

the Committee be picked according to Centers, reoommending that one or two 

persons be ohosen from eaoh oenter. Kuratomi disagreed, stating that sinoe there 

were segregees from eight di fferent oenters this would resul t i n some unfai rness. 

Yamatani resumed the argument to seleot the oommittees on a ward basi s, 

pointing out that Poston had three oamps and that blook 51 had recommended 45 

persons for one oommittee "beoause they only had one day to study and seleot 

those reoommendees."2 Mohri  thereupon suggested that the Seleotion Committee 

be seleoted from eaoh oenter and that nine or ten addi tional  men from the 

Dalhyo Sha Kal  be put upon the oommittee. This suggestion was aooepted by the 

body. 

Having at l ength deoided to have a negotiating oommittee oomposed jointl y 

of representatives from eaoh oenter and nine men from the Dalhyo Sha, the body 

1. Kuratomi says he thinks this was Ward IV, not Ward I . 

2. This was true, said Kuratomi -  Some blooks reoommended 5 to 5 men for 

eaoh oommittee. 
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next disoussed hour many men should represent eaoh oenter. However, before thi s 

discussion got under way Mr. Mohri , a Dalhyo Sha member, who had fal l en asl eep, 

woke up and remarked, "One out of the whole oenter"? Kuratomi answeredt 

Chairi  We are discussing about the 4th plan whioh is your recommendation, 
wasn't i t? 

Mohri  did not reply* 

The disoussion then oontinued in very oonfused fashion. Eventual ly the 

matter was put to a vote and deoided as fol lowsi 

This matter having been deoided, the persons from the same oenter were in-

structed to get together and seleot the personnel  of the Seleotion Committee. 

At this momes lie meeting was interrupted dramatioal ly by the entranoe of 

Yoshio Kobayashi, a young pol ioe warden who reported that Caucasians were trans-

porting food suppl ies to the outside by trucks. Mr. Tsuda, the ohief warden 

instructed him to return, take the l ioense number of the truoks, keep note of 

the food stuff being taken out and report to the supervisor at onoe. According 

to the minutest 

"He further advised Kobayashi not to go alone but stop at the 
Internal  Seourity and piok up three or four night patrols to go along 
wi th him and he further warned to refrain from taking rash aotlons by 
al l  means. Kobayashi bowed and went out. Upon hearing thi s oonversa-

told 

"I f I 'd known anything l ike November 4th would have happened I 'd 
have sent Mr. Tsuda down. I di dn't think i t was suoh a bad oondition. 
Mr. Tsuda fel t about the same as I di d."* 

Two persons from eaoh oenter -  56 
One person from eaoh oenter -  17 
Two persons from eaoh oenter and three from Poston -  14 

ruin 

tter -̂ whioh was disml&aed so oasual l y, eventual l y brought about the 

disoussed i n detai l  shortl y. Kuratomi 

1« R. Hankey, Notes, Deoember 26, 1944, p. 5 
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The mooting oontinuod and the Sel eotion Committee of 15 persons was ohosen, 

Topas, Tal e Lake» Poet on, Gi l a, Heart Mountain, J erome, Rohwer and Mansanar 

were represented» Granada and Minidoka were not* 

Slnoe i t was now past l l t30, Mr. Takahashi suggested that the sel eotion of 

the remainder of the oanmltteemen (the Dalhyo Sha representati ves) be put off 

unt i l  the next meeting. Reverend Kai objected, stating that for the sake of 

the Projeot Di rector and the col oni sts, the task should be oompleted even i f I t 

took al l  night* At thi s moaent another young man ran into the meeting and re« 

ported that the Aray had entered the Center* The minutes states "Noi se of guns 

and machine guns* whioh broke the tranqui l l i ty of a oold dark night* increased*" 

Kai instructed certai n young men to order the boys to disperse before any i njury 

occurred* 

The questioning of continuing the meeting unt i l  the sel eotl ons were con-

cluded was put to a vote and i t was unanimously agreed to continue. The task 

before the Sel eotion Committee was tremendous* Many blocks had reoommended a 

great many people* on a speoial  form provided by the Dalhyo sha, l i st i ng the 

name of the oommittee* the men recommended, a br i ef hi story of the men* and 

thei r bl ook* Eaoh posi ti on had from 150 to 200 potential  candidates and a 

stack of papers eight Inohes high awaited the ooemdttee*! 

The minutes continue dramatical l y! 

"I t was now IsSO A.M* and the thundering roar of the tanks, armored truoks* 
and jeeps rumbled near the bl ook 15 Mess Hal l »* 

The minutes state that the Sel ection Committee surrounded Kai and that he 

personal l y sel eeted the new permanent body "by acting qul okl y as a machine*" 

Ĵ The wri ter doubts t hi s  ̂ In any oase* the sel eotl ons were oompleted by 2t00 A.M* 

and the meeting was adjourned* the minutes ending wi th the ominous remarks 

1* I bi d., J anuary 2» 1945* p. 4* 
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"Sound of  t he guns wer e no l onger  audi bl e, however  t he r umbl i ng of  

t he Army t r ucks and t anks was hear d." 

The wr i t er  has been i nf or med t hat  on t hi s ni ght , t he Di ahyo Sha al so 

sel ect ed a ver y i mpor t ant  body, t hei r  f ut ur e Execut i ve Boar d. Thi s ac t i on does 

not  appear  i n any par t  of  t he mi nut es. Thi s boar d was i nt ended t o be t he chi ef  

"gover ni ng body" of  t he f ut ur e, dependent , of  cour se, on t he appr oval  of  t he 

peopl e. I t  was composed of  f i ve men: I chi r o Hayashi , Nogawa, Yuki o Tanaka, 

Mi t suo Ki mur a, and H. Tsuda. These men wer e l at er  t o t ake on t he i mpor t ant  t ask 

of  negot i at i ng wi t h t he Ar my, an ac t i v i t y whi ch r esul t ed i n t hei r  event ual  

det ent i on i n t he s t oc k ade.1 Needl ess t o say , t he appear ance of  t hi s "new 

commi t t ee" oaused t he Army and t he WRA consi der abl e bewi l der ment . 

The War ehouse I nc i dent  -  Ar my Takes Over  

Whi l e t he Dai hyo Sha was st r uggl i ng wi t h t hi s d i f f i c u l t  t ask of  sel eot i ng 

per manent  commi t t ees, event s wer e t r anspi r i ng whi ch r adi c al l y al t er ed t he si t u-

at i on and r ender ed al l  t hei r  ef f or t s i n v a i n . Â s has been pr ev i ous l y ment i oned, 

a gr oup of  young HPo 11 »ws had been guar di ng t he war ehouse ar ea t o see t hat  no 

mor e f ood was t aken away f or  t he har ves t er s ĵ phet her  t hese r aungqgn had t aken 

up t hese dut i es at  t he behest  of  t he Dai hyo Sha i s not  k n o wr Up h e admi ni s t r at i on 

has al ways cont ended t hat  t he guar di ng of  t he war ehouses and t he r esul t i ng 

t r oubl e was t he wor k of  t he Dai hyo Sha. That  Kai  and Kur at omi  wer e ac t ual l y 

i mpl i cat ed, t he wr i t er  doubt s s t r ongl y . On t he ot her  hand, a young member  of  

t he Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee has t o l d t he wr i t er  t hat  he was i n char ge of  t he 

war ehouse guar d, a gr oup of  r eck l ess f el l ows who, he s t at ed, wer e ver y har d 

t o oont r o l . Thi s young man l at er  became a member  of  a f ac t i on whi ch opposed 

Kai  and Kur at omi  and i t  i s not  unl i kel y t hat  t hi s gr oup of  young men t ook t hi s 

1. I b i d . , J anuar y 11, 1945, p . 3 . 
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adventure upon themselves muoh against the better judgment of oortaln of the 

Dalhyo Sha l eaders. Some of them were judo boys, feel ing their oats and eager 

for aotion. A member of the Dalhyo Sha, described the boys In this group as 

"dumb and i r res pons i bl o."1 The wri ter knows several  of the boys who were 

present. They oonsidered themselves very tough and, by and l arge, were better 

suppl ied wi th brawn than brai ns. 

(  ̂ 1 Thsat ~i>rsTimmn guards had a fai r amount of organisation. Certain of the 

motor pool  employees were olosely oonneoted with them and were prepared to give 

immediate notioe i f any truoks were taken out at ni ght, "for he me tor - paal at this  ̂

l ime wftfl  luuabed vgry near Mr, BeuVo residence») About 9i 50 p.m. Mr. Best sent 

four members of the personnel  to get the keys for three truoks. The oapanose 

workers at the motor pool , bel ieving that these truoks were to be used to take 

more food to the "l oyal " harvesters, refused to give them the keys. The~ 

Caucasians leftj p̂fc returned wi th several  men from Internal  Security  ̂

took out the truoks. At some plaoe between the administration bui l ding and the 

J Ut******* 

warehouse area a fight broke out between the Cauoasians and the young J apaaes» 

guarding the warehouse. TheSwpdTter i s of the opinion that complete tjrust 

cannot be put in any ofyWie ext q̂ioely variable aoooun âs to how this fight 

began or what oooyrred. Penton Mahr ŝAssi stant Internal  Securi ty Chief, 

testi fi ed that he and two other offioers s W a>tfut 20 J apanese standing i n 

g r o u p t v / o or three around the warehouses. Kobayashi, the j ams warden who 

mèJ  ̂ had brought the news of the "attempt to remove food" to the Daihyo Sha Kai 

-  d t ^^T meeting, drove up to the administration parking area. Aooording to Mahrfc*s |̂  

'j  ii  i  m H mi  , KobayaM and tha. otheagJageinoeo attacked him.2 Aooording to another 

Cauoasian in the f i ght , he himsel f "l i t into the Japanese after they oal led 

0 1. R. Han key, Notes, J ul y 50» 1944, pp. 5- 6. 
2. Abridged FBI report, pp. 9- 10. 
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him "di rty names ."1 Whoever may have started the f i ght , a soore or more of 

the warehouse/'guards* fought with fi ve Caucasiansj Berteeki a aeaber êf 

«Supernal  Oeuui l b/ was very badl y beaten* Shouts of "Ge Ĵ t e^ r̂ e purported 

to have been heard.5* Mr, Schmidt, Head of Internal  Securi ty  ̂ cal led the A*my 

for help* The» Mr.. Hs«feel tfci fcl i * Army. The Army answered the cal l , marched 

i n with guns and tanks, and with the assistance of Internal  Securi ty arrested 

18 young men In the warehouse and olosely adjoining personnel  residence area 

and in that part of the camp adjoining that area* Al l  but nine of these young 

sen were released the same night* Almost al l  of them came from Topas. 

Several  jlapenuuo were severely injured* 

The above is al l  that i s known to have occurred* On every other detai l  

there Is oontradiction and disagreement* Almost every aooount, whether related 

by a Cauoaslan or a*Jwp*narge, di f fers*»*. OL>++f 

Among these important controversial  points are the use for whioh the 

trucks were intended, the contention of some of the members of the appointed 

personnel  that the J apanese intended to kidnap Mr, Best and the question of 

whether or not oertain of the J apanese arrested were brutal l y beaten In the 

statistics offi ce by members of Internal  Security before being turned over to 

the Armyrj l fr* Spioer in his l etter to Provinse and Di l l on Myer i n an interview 

wi th the wri ter stated that the trucks taken out were not Intended to transport 

food from the warehouse but were to be used to transport more harvesters»6 

Other members of the administration, among them Dr* Opl er, bel ieve that the 

trucks were being sent for food, as do almost al l  the J apanese* 

1* According to Cauoaslan Informant rel ating the story a member of Internal  
Security told i n the mess hal l  the next morning * 
2. MA, Tule Lake Incident, Sequenoe of Events, p. 5. 
5* So Schmidt stated to the wri ter* 
4. WRA, Tule Lake Incident, Sequenoe of Events, p. 5. 
5* Ibid* Spioer to Provinse, November 14, 1943 
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According to Mr. Spioer i t was general l y bel ieved by the appointed personnel  

that the J apanese intended to kidnap Mr. Best. Spioer himsel f sai d, "Frankl y, 

I am doubtful ." One of the wri ter*s J apanese informants took a leading part 

i n the November 4 fraoas and had l i tt l e hesi tation in admitting that he and his 

bunoh were there to stop the food from being taken out and intended to make 

trouble i f necessary. When asked, however, i f the boys had any Intent to kidnap 

Mr. Best, he said, "Hel l , no, what would we want him for?"2 

The matter of the beatings In the Stati sties offl oe is befogged by numerous 

confl icting accounts. Sohmidt and Mahrt, who are chiefl y aooused by the evacuees, 

insi st that the J apanese were injured during the fight and were taken into the 

of floe to have thei r wounds dressed«' Several  rel i abl e Caucasian informants 

tel l  stories whioh oontradiot thi s, stating that on the morning of November 5 

the wal l s of the Statistics Offi ce were spattered with blood and hair In a 

manner which could only resul t from a beating. There was al so a bloody basebal l  

bat i n the corner of the room« (The Stati sti cs Offl oe i s so situated that 

unl ike most of the other rooms in the administration bui l ding It oannot be seen 

from the outside«) Dr« Fuj i ! told the wri ter that he had treated Kobayashl  for 

a sl ight head Injury after the fight and before he was taken into custody« 

Three days l ater Dr . Fuj i l  was cal l ed to treat some of the men in custody and 

saw Kobayashl  wi th his faoe tremendously swol len and bandages on his arms and 

legs* He al so saw a boy wi th a broken arm and one with a great gash i n his 

head which required eight sti tches. Fuj l i , who made his statement very 

oareful l y, i s certain that Kobayashl  was taken Into oustody with only a sl ight 

head i nj ury«5 

1« Ibid« 
2. R« Hankey, Notes, Sept, 11, 1944, pp. 5- 6« 
5« So Sohmidt stated to the wri ter i n informal  conversation« 
4« R. Hankey, Notes, February 1944, p. 56» 
6« I bi d., Apri l  1944, pp. 34, 55. 
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I t is very di ff i cul t to give a picture of the panic and confusion which 

prevai led at this time merely by l i sting the detai l s of what occurred and what 

i s purported to have ooourred. An extraordinari l y vivid description of the 

night of November 4th was given to the wri ter by one of the ni sei  nurses' aides 

who was on duty in the hospital  at that time � This gi r l  was antl - Dalhyo Sha 

and very hosti l e to the "ki bei " and the trouble- makers« She is an honest and 

intel l igent informant and her verbatim story expresses the atmosphere of this 

confused night exoel lentlyt 

"That night a man walked in with blood gushing from his face � He 
was the oanteen watchman. We put him on a tabl e. Then another man walked 
in* He had a f l esh wound i n his head from a bul l et . Then some soldiers 
walked in and told us to stand where we were. Then we were sent around 
the wards to quiet the patients. 

"Then an awful  banging came on the doors« We had to open the doors. 
Oh boy -  those soldiers were soared, I tel l  you. They were aotual l y 
shivering. They even went around looking under the beds. The poor 
patients di dn't know what was going on. 

"Then they started bringing in the boys who had been hurt. Al l  of 
the boys had to hold up thei r hands al l  the tlms. They brought in Tokio 
Yamane. He had to hold up his hands al l  the time and meaxnrhile the 
sol diers would poke him in the back wi th a gun. 

"The soldiers -  maybe i t was the psyohologioal  effect -  they seemed 
so gl ad. They'd laugh and say, 'Hah, you J aps, we'l l  shoot you.v Then 
they'd laugh and l augh. I t seemed so ohi l di sh. 

"Toklo Yamane wasn't hurt when they brought him i n. I t was l ater 
that they brought i n the boys who had had their arms twisted. One boy 
had his ribs fraotured. Their heads were al l  bashed up. They were suoh 
young ki ds. 

"Some motor pool  boys came i n too. We pretended they were hospital  
boys so they woul dn't be arrested. We put them to washing di shes. 

"We were terminated l ater as of November 4 so we never got paid for 
al l  the time we worked overtime then. 

"When they brought in those boys they di dn't look as i f they had 
fought man to man. They looked beaten."* 

Fi rst Impact of Army Rul e on the Residents 

[ The Army, under the leadership of Lt . Col . Austin, now took over ful l  oontrol  

of the camp. On the morning of November 5, when the J apanese working in the ad* 

ministratl ve area reported for work, they were stopped by a oordon of soldiers 

1. I bi d., August 24, 1944, p. 3. 
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stationed at Intervals of a few yards and told to return to their barraoks. 

The large majority of these people were probably ignorant of the events of the 

preoeding night. 

A large number of tumult informants state that they did not hear the guns or 

tanks and had no idea that anything untoward had ooourred unti l  they attempted to 

go to work the next day. This is very possible sinoe those Japanese nearest the 

soene of the fight l ive over one- quarter mile away. However, persons l iving in 

that seotion of the oamp nearest the Administration bui lding knew that some 

violenoe was afoot. * , 

hv ĥr* 

Sinoe about a thousand people worked W- tfte outside JM? the e*4eety at that 

time, the crowd soon grew very l arge. It was augmented by ourious persons and by 

the parents or relatives of the young women employed in the hospital  who had not 

been al lowed to4return to their homes that night. Tip soldiers threw* tear gas at M X \ >eU. t w m <++ t f  

the orowd. thfft the weowir lmd any violent latent whatever i i  most unl l keiy. 

The soene is desoribed by an evaouees 
"The next morning, everybody l ike usual  went to report to work and 

al l  the Japanese truok drivers were stopped by the guards, searohed and 
told to go baok. They said they had to go to work. The soldiers told 
them to go baok, not to oome near the pl aoe. Some of the fel lows st i l l  
argued and the soldiers kioked some of them. Everybody was gathering at 
the front of their own bl ooks. So the Army started throwing tear gas at 
them and told them to go heme. " I f 

This experienoe of being the targets for tear gas was resented so bi tterl y 

that even ten months l ater, the eyes of otherwise meek Tuleans would fl ash wi th 

indignation when the subjeot was brought up. I t appears that sinoe the orowd had 

had no more dangerous motive than ourlosity or the desire to go to work the 

barrage of tear gas was looked upon with the extreme and natural  resentment of 

the Innocent unjustl y aooused and attacked. Mr. Sato, who was so meek and timid 

when interviewed by the wri ter that he dared answer only in the most uninformative 

1. Report» December 24, 1943, p. 14 
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monosyl lables grow suddenly animated when asked how he fel t about the morning of 

November 5« He said furiousl y« 

"We weren't angry because they put the men i n the stookade. We got 
mad beoause the Army oams i n that night wi th sub- machine guns and tear gas* 
We were al l  wi l l i ng to go to work but they woul dn't l et us go. They took 
our oi vi l  rights away* That's what made us mad«"* 

The resentment expressed beoause they were not al lowed to go to work, 

though al l  were wi l l i ng, i s also si gni fi cant. Under Army control , compulsory 

idleness was imposed on most of the evacuees, bringing wi th i t the stoppage of 

the monthly 12 to 19 dol l ar stipend. Only the blook managers, the hospital  em-

ployees, and the mess crews continued to work. This sudden work stoppage for 

the majority of the oenter's residents was their fi rst taste of hardship due to 

the strike and the cutting off of their salary oheoks was l ater to become the 

most unbearable of the inoonvenienoes of Army rul e. 

Dalhyo Sha Kai Takes Action to Quiet the People 

The same day the Dalhyo Sha Kal , which appears to have had complete control  

of the Tulean Dispatch during this period, publ ished an aooount of the warehouse 

disturbance and a stern exhortation to keep order. 

COOPERATION ASKED. 

Army Occupied Administration Area, Fol lowing Incident 

nBy a minor incident last night the eenter administration area was temporarily 
occupied by the army, who maintained a striot guard of the oamp. 

The Administration area was completely out off from the rest of the oenter 

by patrol l ing M.P's* Number of tear gas boobs were thrown at residents standing 

by the tone l i mi t . 

Barb wire fenoes are being bui l t southwest of the hospi tal  area to keep the 

residents away from the Ad. area. 

However, the faots of the incident are being olosely guarded by the peopl e's 

committees�" 
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Residents Asked To Stay Calm, Com, Page Resolutions 

"Trust in the aotions of the resident's del egates, and do not take any 
Individual  aotions," exclaimed the oommittee of seven representatives chosen 
to settl e Thursday night's i nci dent .1 Five resolutions were passed by the 
committee affecting the ool onists' oonduot during the fol l owing week« 

"Young men are asked to be sensible and prudent due to the present si tuation, 
and residents are asked to refrain from spreading unfounded rumors, and congre-
gating in more than five in a group* That the IRA properties wi thin the center 
should not be damaged or destroyed, was emphasised by the oommittee resolutions* 

"The resolutions were agreed upon by the representatives to bring about a 
peaceful  oonoluslon. and viol ators of the rules wi l l  be punished by due action 
of the entire populaoe warned the oommittee* The delegates also stated that the 
Infractors of these rules are working against the peace, harmony and the wel l  
being of the entire oamp." 

Center Residents Pass Regulations 

The fol lowing regulations governing the oonduot of the residents during 
the ensuing period have been made by the seven representatives delegated by the 
residents and their del egatesi * 

1* Trust the actions of this oommittee and do not take any Individual  actions* 

2 � Do not oongregate in groups of more than five in the open* 

S* Do not spread any unfounded rumors* 

4* Young men I Be sensible and prudent about everything that you do* 

5* Do not destroy anything in the center. Leave the entire oamp and i ts 
faci l i t i es as i t has been in the past. 

Any persons who wi l l ful l y viol ate these regulations wi l l  be punished by due 
aotion of the enti re populaoe as the infractor is working against the peaoe 
harmony and wel l  being of the entire oamp. 

EDITORIAL 

Let's Back Up Our Delegates 

Residents I Let us show our fai th i n our representatives by obeying 
their regulations I 

We have delegated our representatives to negotiate for us and aot for us) 
they were not selooted just as figureheads« 

The merits of this wise step taken by our delegates oan be readi l y seen by 
every thinking resident. The measures that they had taken in the form of these 
regulations was not a measure to show thei r authori ty! they had taken this step 
to proteot us« 

1« As explained by Kuratomit "That was the Negotiating Committee« Nogawa was 
on i t too« Volunteers were added to bring things to a favorable solution« Anyone 
who had an empty hand was asked to help i t« The men were able volunteers who held 
some Important posi tion in the ooming permanent body (ohosen at the Nov. 4 meeting)« 
They weren't delegated« We had to do I t i n an arbi trary manner*" R« Hankey, Notes 
J an* 2, 1945» p. 4* 
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The rash and hasty aotions of a f ew who beoause of bi tterness or anger take 
things into thei r own hands without stopping to think i s not doing the community 
any good. They are just jeopardising the wel fare of al l  of thei r fel l ow rest* 
dents. 

Fel low residents I Let us take steps to punish any person who may disregard 

these rul esi 

1. Al l  of the above quotations from Tulean Dispatoh, November 5, 1943. 


