right for the government to impound them., We expect those who
did sign for repatriation or expatriation to be relessed if they
applled prior to the date the government designated,"l

Mr., Abe said:

"If the boys were loyal to this country people think they
should be arrested, But if the government tries to conscript

LU

1 s \ y ]
those who sald "No" there will be trouble."2
On July 27, the confidence of the residents showed itself
J 3
to be well placed. The case against the young men was dismissed.

The following announcément was made in the Newell Star:

27 FREL Dy DUE PROCESS-0F LAW NOT ACCORIED - JUDGE

Uismissal of the indictment charging 26 Japsnese Americans
from this center with Selective Service Act violations by U, S.
Listrict Judge Louis E. Goodman at Bureka, Calif., who ruled that
an internee of this center was not accorded due Process of law
was reported Tuesday in the Herald and News, Klamath Falls, Ore,
daily. (27 were arrested here and taken to Eureka last week.
Apparently the court decision covered all 27 and not 26 as this
news story states. All 27 men have returned to this center.--Ed. note

Ruling in one case, Goodman salid that the internee was in
custody under a presidential citation and “is under the circum-
stances not a free agent nor is any plea he may make free or
voluntary, and hence he is not accorded due process in this very
proceeding.,"

Hils decision said "it is shocking to the conscience that m
American citlzen be confined on the ground of disloyalty and
then, while so under duress and restraint, be compelled to serve
in the armed forces or prosecuted for not yielding to such compul-
sion."

The judge stated whether an internee's confinement under the
presidential order "is lawful or not is beside the question,"

"The issue raised by this action is without precedent,™
the decision pointed out. "It must be resolved in the light of
the traditional and historic anglo-American approach to the
time-honored doctrine of due process. 1t must not give away to
over-zealousness 1n any attempt to reach vial the criminal process
those whom we may regard as undesirable citizens."

District Attorney Emett Seawall entered

sion, keeping open the way for an appeal.




decision was received with great re

center., No verbatim

VISIT OF THE SrANISH CONSUL
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this request was made, came from Mr, Yamashita, who was an under-
cover leader and very hostile to the Administration. Mr., Yamashita
related how Mr, Black had called a block managers meeting and
asked thelr assistance in electing the representatives. However,
according to Xamashlta Mr, Zlack had a sinister motive in mind:

"Whether MNr, Black in his mind tried to utilize this instance
as an opportunity to get the people to elect representatives to
continue their function as representatives with the WRA, I do
not know. Jut we know that the Administration is very anxious
to have such representatives. This wasn't the first time the
WRA have tried to form a representative body, slince the last
representatives who were duly elected by the people were appre-
hended and put in the stockade."

it should be kept in mind that lMr. lamashita, an undercover
leader working to get the release of the detainees and to push
Mr. Best from his positlion, was not thinking very clearly in this
matter., The wrlter doubts strongly if Mr, Black had any such
intention. However, the pressure which Mr, ramashita, his
confederates and their followers, could bring to bear in certain
sectlions of camp was undoubtedly affective in making persons
reluctant to serve on this committee, lest they be branded as
inu, ready to take up the position of stooges of the Administra-
tion and betrayers of the detalned Negotiating Committee.

in spite of this pressure, however, most blocks elected

men to see the Consul., Mr, Yamashita's somewhat blased account

continues:

"In conformity with lr., Black's request some blocks elected
representatives either by election or by popular appointment,
However, in some Dblocks, none of the block people wished to be in
the positlon of sending representatives. So some of the block
managers were f h to represent
thelr own block

“The other blocks studied the matter very carefully. These
blocks felt 1t a courtesy on the part of the Japanese residents
that they should elect representatives to welcome the Spanish




delegate who was consldered as the personal representative of the
Japanese government., However, with the existing unpleasant
circumstances, they really did not wish to elect representatives
just to welcome the consul. <they do not wish to elect any repre-
gsentatives until such a time that the WRA officials seced from
thelr tyrannical governing power, Still, those blocks 100% felt
it 18 a matter of courtesy to elect a body to welcome the Spanish
delegate.

Yamashlita went on to say that the colonists resented the
fact that De Amat had not come in person but has sent hils sub-
ordinate, Uaptain Martin. ne closed with the followlng remark,
which as a general camp attitude is more significant than any of
his other statements:

"After all, we have had such bitter experlences with WRA
in the past and with the former meetings of the Consul which did
not accomplish anything,"*

At one of the later meetings at which the delegates were

actually chosen, an interesting occurrence took place. Eyron

Akitsuki's name was mentioned. A man arose and ssid, "I don't

wish to offend Mr. Akitsuki, but I think that representatives

the Spanish Consul should be living on our side of the

Ly

fence." "™ am living in camp," sald Akitsuki and the man apolo-

0
gilzed.”

»

The progress of the agenda the committee

in the Newell Star of July 27:

COMMITITEYE COMPLETES AGE NDA AS ® NSUL EXPECTED FRIDAY

Final preparation on behalf of the Japanese nationals was
completed thls week by the Spokesmen Committee for consultation
with Capt. antonio Martin, vice Spanish Consul, who will arrive
in this center tomorrow, it was announced by the Civie Organizat ion,
The Civic said that this committee, which consists of two.repre—
sentatives from each ward, agreed to act as a medium of contact
between the Japanese nationals and the opanish Consul. They will
serve for a term of three months. J

1
ibid., Aug. 4, 1944, 1-2
o)

“ibid., July 27, 1944, p. 1.
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Ihe Clvic Urganization stated that the committee has compiled
an agenda of grievances and inquiries which will be presented
to the consul. Among those to be presented are requests and
inquiries for hospital facility improvements, progress of nego-
tiation between the two countries on exchange of nationals, and
clarification of the status of nisel who renounce their citizen-
ship.,

.

attitude of the colonists is fairly well pilctured by
the following three statements:

Miss Dol said:

"According to a man I know, when they were assigned as repre-
sentatives to ses the Spanish Consul one man said it was probably
to try to force some kind of committee, since otherwise nobody
would want to serve on it., bBut we really need some kind of a
committee here. We need someone who can go to the Administration,"l

Mr, K, said:

"It would seem to me that even if they do stay in office,
if the people see anything nasty golng on, they can demand their
resignation, "<

Mr, Okamoto said:

"l think almost every block had a representative. We failed

at first there too. DBut when we saw that the Consul was really
. - I
coming, people felt they must have a delegate."d

When Captain Martin arrived he did make an attempt to plead
the causse of the detalnees, who were now near the end of the July
hunger strike, with Mr, Best, MNMr. Warren gave the writer the

followling account:
"I hear that Best was very short with the Spanish. The

spanish Consul had asked for the release of the men in the astockade.

Best sent him a written message that he could not comply with this

request. &He could not consider releasing the men in the stockade

until the colony was in a normal condition. If the colony became

normal, he would conslder the Consul's request. '

"Just then the word came in that the men in the stockade were
all in the hospital. DBest said to him thet the situation was
resolved. The hunger strike was broken,"4

Aug. 7, 1944, pp. 1-2.
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However, after the Consul left the project, the hunger strike

was resumed.,

As for the grievances brought to Captain Martin at this time,

no informant showed any interest 1n them. It is probable that
the Spokesmen Committee compiled the list without much help from
the block residents, The following information was released in

the Newell Star:

ReE SULTS OF CONFERENCE WITH CONSUL REVEAIED

Committee Presents Requests

Result of the conference held Friday at 1608 between Capt.
antonio Martin, vice Spanish Consul, and the Spokesmen Committee,
official elected body representing the Japanese nationals was
announced today by the Block Managers!' Headquarters. In addition
to the Spokesmen Uommittee, many residents attended the conference.

The Block Managers' Headquarters reported that the Spokesmen
Committee presented their 1list of requests which were accepted ly
Captain Martin, Among inquiries presented, some were defined as
requiring legal Interpretations beyond his authority., 4s to
the question of the Lenationalizatlon Bill, Martin stated that a
complete text of the bill is expected at the Spanish Embassy from
the State Lepartment. He acknowledged that if nisei renounce
thelr American cltizenships according to the bill, they would be
regarded as Japanese nationals.

Fersons desiring registration of marriage and birth certifi-
cates in this center with the Japanese Government are informed
that duplicates of such certificates may be malled to the Spanish
Consul at San Francisco, where one will be retained for their
file and another mailed to the Embassy in Washington D. C. Since
there are no forms for such certificates, senders are asked %o
duplicate the copy received from the local government.,

Captain Martin presented to the committee a statement received
by the Spanish Embassy from the State Department regarding clothing
allotments for evacuee. According to this statement all evacuees,
whether working or not, are eligible for clothing allowances;
therefore, heads of unemployed families are asked to file an
application with the Social Welfare Department. However, the
Spokesmen Committee pointed out, clothing allowances are included
in the public grants and that upon termination of employment, a
prompt application for public grants is necessary in order to
receive clothing allowances. FPersons who refuse employment are
denied both clothing allowances and public grants.

The vice consul al® requested for a complete report on




the late Yaozo Hitoml case. The committee informed him that they
were not authorized to prepare such a report and a general meeting
among the center residents could be held in the future to furnish
the desired information,

The Japanese section of the paper reported the meeting in
much more detail. Mr, Yamashita translated it orally for the
writer; adding his own comments which are placed in parenthesls:

"According to the paper the issues were:

l. The hospital. We are not complaining agsinst the mansge-
ment or the treatment, of which the center populace is apprecila-
tive. However, the residents have complained against the WRA
facilities for the hospltal here. ‘“hey were prepared to meet a
maximum of 12,000 people. But now the camp population has increased
to 18,685, 30 naturally we need a blgger space and more doctors
and nurses and other equipment, But we are not complaining against
the doctors or the present management.

Request for improvement of sanitary condltions in camp.
improvement pertaining to our living,

That WRA will recognize and will deal as toward an alien
to a person immediately after he renounces his citizenship under’
this law, recently signed by President Roosevelt.

4, Vital oStatistics - If 1t is necessary to report marriages,
births, etc. to the consul, will he please send us the forms,

9., Last and most important as to consequences and causing
misunderstanding and rumor, this question was put t o the Consul:
Who should be in a position to accept the responsibility of the
Tives of the residents?

l. WRA
2, The police force of the county,
3. The residents themselves,

'"This is a question,' the Consul replied, 'That I am not in
a positlion to answer pertalning to the legality of the case.'!

(But the rumor of the opinion of the residents on this ques tion
is that 1t was a very unwise question. wThey suspect this particu-
lar question was brought up because of the several attackings
and the murder case. The people suspected that to bring up a
guestion like this was an attempt on the part of the representa-
tives to find the attackers or murderers,)

6. The stockade problem,

'he consul was met by some of the representatives (some
blocks did not send representatives and afterbringing up these




matters to him, they finished temporarily. The blocks not repm -
sented were convinced there was not any reason for the continuance
of thelr exlstence after the conference with the consul.

1. These representatives were elected tn meet the Consul
and to prepare the issues for which the Consul was to render his
services.

2. These representatives are sald to be elected by the
Japanese, not second generation. As long as they were elected
with the principal aim to meet the Spanish delegate on this
occasion and as the Spanish delegate 1s supposed to take care
of the matters pertaining to Japanese subjects only, they them-
selves stated that these representatives represented Japanese
subjects only.

3. They expressly stated that sald representatives had
nothing to do with the problems of the second generation.

\Please to note: the present population of 1Tule Lake is
about 5,600 1ssel and the rest nisei. ‘That shows that they are
taking a blg responsibility and can be considered very foolish,)

4., oSald representatives also stated further that since they
are elected by the blocks simply to deal with Japanese subjects,
that thls organ (the body of reps) has nothing to do with WRA.

5. nevertheless, the representatives had decided to continue
thelr existence as a body, even though having committed themselves
by saylng that tley represent only the issel and that they dealt
only with matters pertaining to Japanese subjects. DBut still
they are golng to continue for the next three months in this
capaclty.

Fhia-is-what-i1b5-gaid-in-tke-pasp

APPRALS BOARD VISITS TULE LAKE

The Appeals Board which reviewed cases of certain residents
desiring leave clearance made a brief wvisit to Tule Lake at the
end of July and reviewed 19 cases,t This made very little impact
on the camp. The only attitude obtailned came from Mr., Abe who
appeared at one of the hearings in the capacity of guardian for
a young girl from Manzanar. According to Abe, this young woman

had been sent to lule Lake through the error of an interpretor

when she had had her hearing in Manzanar, When she received

lﬂewell Star, Aug. 3, 1944,




notice that she was to be segregated she had gone to the Soclal

ghten the matter out but was told that it would

o

Velfare to stral
he bet e f she went to Tule and then appealed. nccordihqu,
she came to Tule with her No-No brother. Slnce she had changed
her answer to Yes-Yes, she wished to return to Manzanar to be

with her mother. Abe described an incldent at her hearing as

the hearing they asked the girl, 'Do you want america
or Japan to win the war?' She didn't answer. The whole room was
very tense, Then I asked to speak. I stood up and said, 'She's
only 20 years old, a young, innocent girl. She knows nothing
about worldly affairs, particularly international affairs. She
is a citizen of the United States but she 1s of Japanese blood.
While she may wish that this country wlll win the war, how can
she pray that Japan wlll be beaten? To ask such a question of
an innocent girl is too cruel.'
"After the hearing was over the judge asked the stenographer,
'Did you write down every word he sailde' The stenographer said
she did. The judge said, 'Send it in with the other papers,!

"The final decision in this hearing is up to Washington,
We were told we might have to walt about a month to hear."

RETURN OF MR. BeSIG

Mr, Besig returned to the project in the latter part of July,
partly in the capacity of attorney for one of the cases before
the Appeals board and partly to resume his investipation of the
_—
stockade situat ion., On this occasion he was given even less

consideration by the administration than on his previous visit.

It should be mentioned here that previous to Mr. Beslg's visit

(=] 2

Mr, Okamoto, the Japanese who had organized the movement to

contact Mr., Besig, had been arrested on charges of sedition and
taken from Tule Lake. Later he was given a prison sentence of
three or four years. 3Some detgails of Besig's second vid t were

given by Warrens

TR S
R. Hankey, Notes, Aug. 8, 1944, p. 3.




"Besig was met at the train in Klamath Falls by Internal
Security men., The instructions are that the Internal Security
men are not to be out of earshot of him for a moment, Best
sent Besig a teletype saylng that Beslg would be allowed on
the project for the purpose of the hearing and for the hearing
only.

"I met the wife of one of the stockade lnternees at the
gate who requested that Beslg get in touch with her, I didn't
know what to do, so I went to Robertson and told him., Robertson
went to Leckliter. Leckliter told Robertson that Besig could
see nobody for whom Leckliter had not given him a written request.
And he wasn't taking any written requests.

"Leckliter sald he had received a telegram from Myer saying
that Beslg was not to be allowed to do anything on the project
without the written authority of Baldwin (Director of the ACLU).
Baldwln is supposed tc have told WRA that this was 0., K. according
to Leckllter,

"I trled to talk to Beslg but the cop kept within four feet
of me all the time .~

Mr. Beslig, however, was allowed to see those persons whom

he had talked to on his first visit., Warren continued:

"He sald he already had enough evidence and within the next
few days action will be brought. He said he wasn't discouraged.
He sald Baldwin hadn't writben to him at all about the Tule Lake
business. He thinks Baldwln may have sold out to WRA."Z

Mr, Beslg proceeded with the preparation of the habeus corpus

action he intended to take against the WRA, A However, before it
could be put into motion, the detalnees were released. At fir st

this caused some of the detainees and the "Q"

pressure group much
concern because they belleved correctly that once the men were
released, their chances of bringing any action against the WRA
would be gone, However, there was nothing to be dcne, since

the men could not insist on remailning in the stockade, especially

after they had undergone the hunger strike. ¥rs. "QF an active

member of the pressure group stated at this time
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attacks. <1he blazoned charges of "tyranny," "Gestapo met thods,
"brwtulit;," and "incommunicado" detentlon will certainly .ull%ht
the Japanese propaganda machine. They may--although I sincerely

pray they wlll not--result in recriminatory action against the
american civilians in Japanese hands.

Lven 1f the charges were wholly true I should regard the
publication of the article to be very ill-advised. Certainly
there are avenues avallable to Mr, Besig, through your organiza-
tsion and otherwise, tc obtaln any remedial actlon that may be
needed without vndar1r“’ng the war effort or the lives of our
cltizens abroad.,

The situation at Tule Lake is an extremely delicate one., I
agree fully with Mr, Beslig on that score. We have among the
Tule Lake evacuees a group of strongly pro-Japanese persons who
are wlilling to go to almost any length to embarrass the Government,
provide fuel for Japanese propaganda, and enhance their own futhre
status with the Japanese Government. It was these persons who
formed the nucleus for the November incident of last year at
Tule Lake., The persons still in Area B, commonly called the
stockade, were the most active in the inclident. It is these
persons WJOm lir, Beslg interviewed and it is undoubtedly their
statements upon which he relied in making most of his charges,
He did nct attempt to get from us the case histories of the indi-
viduals whom he interviewed. He at no time attempted to learn
from me what we were doing, or why. As a result of the distorted
plcture which he recelved and so sensationally publicized, he
has played directly into the hands of these persons,

I should like to point out that even though the more
of the known leaders are still in the stockade, Tule Lake
turbulent. A leader of the evacuee factlon advocating cooperatbn
with the administration and its policies was recently murdered.
There have been aggravated assaults on others who have, for one
reason or another, been deemed by the rabidly pro-Japanese not
to be sufficiently pro-Japanese. Evacuees who have sought leave
clearance .,hearings in order to be removed from the category of
"disloyal®™ and moved to other centers have been threatened as
a result 8f thelr action. We have given haven in the project
hospital to some persons who are in fear of their lives. It is
very difficult to seme obtain any eivdence against the trouble-
makers. The unusual situation has, in our judgment, demanded
unusual treatment,

In order to prevent further disruption and facilitiate the
stabilization of the community after the November incident, it
was deemed necessary to place several hundred persons in Area B
until tranquility was fully restored, evacuee leadership had
been glven a chance to develop among more responsible persons,
and a complete investigation could be made in each individual
case. All of these persons were apprehended either because of
thelr connection with the incident itself or because they sub-

sequently engaged in disruptive actions.




The special separation of the trouble-makers was an adminis-
trative arrangement to secure peaceful and orderly administration,
It was not designed as punishment for an offense. The stockade
itself consisted of barracks, a mess hall, and latrine and sur-
rounding grounds formerly used by the Military Police contingent,
with a fence around it. Persons placed in the stockade were given
food allotments, housing, medical care, and other necessities
equal to those furnished evacuees 1n the rest of the center,

The stockade residents were given as complete freedom of move-
ment within the stockade as other evacuees had within the rest

of the resldential area. Generally speaking, the persons in the
stockade were treated simply as if they had been remov-ed to
another center, A few addltional restrictions, however, were
necessary. Control over communications between stockade resi-
dents and other evacuees was deemed imperative in order to prevent
agitators in the stockade from continuing their efforts to gain
leadership in the center and disrupt center administration. It
was also considered necessary not to permit family members to

join persons in the stockade, since this would have furthered

one announced goal of the agltators--to compel the further segre-
gation within the center of what they considered to be the "really"
pro-Japanese population. Further, we did not wish to confine
women and children unnecessarily wilthin the more restricted area
of the stockade.

Since the separation was for the purpose of securing peaceful
and orderly administration and was not deslgned as a penalty for
an offense, only such investigation of any particular case was
made as was requisite for an administrative determination by the
Project Director that the person's separate maintenance 1in the
stockade was in the interest of peaceful and orderly project
adminlistration. Nevertheless, after the evacuees had been placed
in the stockade, each case was carefully reviewed. An impartial
interview was given every stockade resident where there was any
reasonable doubt about the need for his separation. A committee
of three responsible War Relocation Authority officials reviewed
the facts in every case and made recommendations to the Project
Director. On the basis of these recommendations and in the light
of improved conditions within the center, most of the stockade
residents have been permitted to return to the general residential
area,

Ll believe that the foregolng adequately explalns our position
with respect to the detentlion of the evacuees still remaining in
the stockade. I am sure that Mr., Beslig's Jjudgment was warped
because of his entire reliance upon the allegations made by the
stockade residents whom he interviewed. Our case historles on
these same persons clearly show that they are strongly disloyal
and that they were the leaders of the strongly pro-Japanese group.
It is regrettable that Mr. Beslg dld not see fit to ascertain from
us this information.

Mr. Besig's article also charges brutality on the part of
the War Relocation Authority police force, particulvrly_ during
the November incident. Here again, he made no effort, to my ¥
knowledge, to substantiate the charges so made by the evacuees




n

with whom he talked. The War Relocation Authority made a thorough
investication of these charges some time ago and uncovered abso-
lutely no evidence to substantiate them. The Spanish Consul made
a similar investigation with similar results.

The only other subject in the article that requires comment
is Mr. Besig's treatment during his stay in the center. I am
enclosing a copy of Mr, Best's report on Mr, Besig's visit and
of a letter Mr, Best wrote to the Rt. Rev. Edward Parsons, Chair-
man of the Executive Council of the Northern Californlia Branch
of the American Civil Liberties Union. I think it is apparent
from this report that Mr, Besig's attitude and actions were
anything but impartial and that there was ample reason for the
precautions talen by the FProject Uirector, With respect to
allegations that sugar was placed in the gasoline tank of Mr,
Besig's automobile, we have already written Mr., Besig asking
for any evidence that he might have concerning who was responsible.,
I should be surprised and chagrined if any member of the War
Relocatlion Authority staff was responsible, However, we have
ordered a full investigation into the matter.

Sincerely,

Signed: Malcolm E. Pitts
3

Acting Director

MISCELLANEOUS EVENTS, ATTITULES AND RUMORS OF LATE JULY AND AUGUST

1944 - Ti CAS STAFEF WALEOUT

In early August the trouble which had long been brewing
between the unpopular Mr., Huycke, the head of Community Activities
came to a head and nine of his staff walked out on him. He immedi-

ately laid this to "pressure"

put on his staff from within the
colony, which was quite untrue. His staff had endured his unfortu-
nate personallty and eccentric working habits as long as they

could and now rose ‘against him. Dr. Opler described the situation:

"The CAS claims the movie issue was badly handled by Huycke.
They also resent the fact that he spends almost all of the time
in the adminlstration building and turns up in his colony office
from 4 hour to 1 hour a day. They think he's responsible for all
the bottlenecks. They tend to blame all of the delays caused by
olack or by Washington on him,

"Someone has evidently reported to his staff that he is sa
Jap hater."




1t was not necessary to report this fact to Mr. Huyckets
staff. They had observed his attitude, listened to his remarks
and had drawn their own conclusions,

"They also resented that he reprimanded them for some requi-
sitions he had asked them to make and which they did not present
on time,."

While these factors may have been important in precipitating
the open break, the long accumulation of resentment which had
developed agalnst Mr, Huycke were far more significant. The
writer was acgualnted with several of the staff members and had

often heard thelr vituperative denunciations. The following

Fal

statement made after the so-called walkout is typical:s

"Mr. Huycke sald after a meeting once, 'Walt and see - soon

all the Japs will be wlped off the earth.'

"Right now, we're trying our best tn get him out., We told
Mr, Black but he didn't listen to us. We were planning a general
walkout. We just couldn't stand him anymore.

"He sald he wasn't working here to help the Japs. He aaid
he likes the salary. It pays well.

"If we do have a general walkout, we have the backing of
the people. About ten people transferred on him durine his absence.

"He spends only about 45 minutes a day in our office (the
colony CAS office). All of his time is devoted to the personnel
Rec. Hall and none to the colony. When we try to explain, the
Administrative staff won't listen to us.

"Two or three boys went to talk to him. They just wanted
to explain things. He gaid, 'Now you're threatening me. You'll
land in the stockade.'"<

-

Another staff member said:

"Huycke was listening to the radio one day and he came
into our office and said, 'I'm telling you tkese Jdaps are
to get beaten. They're golng to get wiped out.' I don't
stuff like that thrown in my face. As delicate as the sit
la, 1t'a not s00d, The supervisor (Japanese) just turned
when he heard it,

ibid., Aug. 8, 1944, p. 6.
©ibid. Aug, 17, 1944, p. 4.




"He's always pgiving you the air that 'I have the power to

a3

throw you into the stockade &t any time."l

The two informants quoted above were very conservative nisel
girls, Both despised the "agltators" of the November 1943 period,
both were very American in thelr manners and speech and one was

an old Tulean.
Desplte thelr walk-out, Mr, Huycke managed to keep a poorly

functioning staff until he left the project on Uctober 15. The

because they needed the jobs., Residents

workers probably stayed

expressed the following views when the CAS was brought into a

conversation at this time:

Miss Dol sald:

"1 just heard from a girl friend yesterday that there was
I heard Mr, Huycke's personal
that the system

trouble in the CAS,
won't go back to

From all I hear, they say
cet a new setup they

no

a lot of
secretary just quit,
is 80 bad that until they g
work., They just quit without notice.

said succintly and most correctly:

Mr. K.
"I think the trouble wilth Mr., Huycke is mostly that
disliked, "o

Mp, Yamaguchi saidj

"One reason they quit was the movie business. If you talk
to anybody about Mr. Huycke, they say, 'A-a-ah, that guy!' He's
as bad as Mr, Best., He promises things he doesn't do,"4

Mr, Fujimoto had no interest in the walkout., He expressed
a personal resentment agalnst the CAS section and the special
privileges which Mr, Huycke was accustomed to give his workers
in a vain effort to gain their liking:

"l hate to see partlality shown to the people. The CAS

ne CAS is never denied anything. They

with murder,

away




have first call.
can ask for a truc

Me ss operations (where Fujimoto was employed)
k and never get 1t.

"The large majority of the people can never go out of the
fences. But Huycke can take 20 or 30 boys up to bMedicien Lake,
He's done that three or four times. 'hat creates bad feeling.™
Tfni‘éljii-a_ﬂb ATE N

Early in August one of the. re-elected wardens was beaten,
w0 detalls were obtalnable from the administration., The news of
this beating did not spread through the camp in the manner of the
pre-Hitoml murder beatings. K. stated:

mmy

There was another beating in camp. The man was originally
a policeman., He was disliked. He was a person of very arrogant
character. He was re-elected as policeman for his block. T¥hen
he accepted the job he got the thrashing. . . &ny suspicious
characters (inu) are still being very closely watched."2

FUJIMOTO'S RLMARKS ON LEAVE CIEARANCE AND RELOCATION

Fujimoto, whose change of mind and decision to leave Tule
Lake has already been doseribed,5 wished to delay his departure
for several weeks, He related his experience with the head leave
officer, Mrs, Kirkman, as follows:

"As I see 1t, they just want to push you out of here as fast
as they can., They wanted me to leave 1ln ten days. They told me
i better start packlng because yesterday they had cancelled leave
clearance for three people because they delayed. MNMrs. Kirkman
said, 'l think you'll have to leave here on the 4th, It's impera-
tive that you go.'

'T sald I was going to see lr., Wells., Wells was honest with
me. He asked me, 'Are you sincere about wanting to go?' I said,
"Yes.'! He said, '"To tell you the truth, you are given a time
allowance of 30 days.' S0 1 took the 30 days and am leaving on
the 18th. I'd 1like to get back to Gila." '

Fujimoto also expressed his sympathies for those Japanese

stuck in Tule Lake who would like to gzet out.

"The guys I feel sorry for are those who came in here in
good falth to walt until they could go back to Japan., Now they

e 1Ii.’ nua't. 19, 1“)4“:}:, p. 5-
51Jid., Aug. 7, 1944, pp. 2
YSee pp. 434 - 438.




don't like this place or the way it's run or the people in 1t,
They'd 1like to go out but they're afraid of public opinion (pres
sure in the camp.)

"One of the boys in my office is a former Tulean., He was
considered an agitator at registration time. But in the last
month, what with the hunger strike and the Hltomi killing and
the pressure groups, he would llke to go out. DbDut he's afrald

.
1

to go out because of what he did before. He thinks he should
stick to his former stand. He honestly told me that he'd like
to go out. But he's afrald of what the people would think -
those people he talked into being super-patriots.™

Fujimoto was quite certain that he himself had at long last
made the correct declsion, He stated: ™Even if I have to work
as a janitor here (in the U. S.) I'll get along better than if
I go to Japan. . . Those guys that are golng back to Japan, they
think they're golng to live of the fat of the land, I bet they
won't even be able to get Jobs." Fujimoto's sister who had been
noted for her pro-Japanese sentiment in Glla had made an even
more remarkable about face. Her husband, interned in Santa Fe,
was asking her to join him in Crystal City. OShe was determined
not to do this because she believed it would make return to Japan
inevitable. "1 don't want to go back there and spend my time

w

lugging manure,” she sald. Her current plan was to remain in

Tule Lake, hope that the war would last at least two more years,

have her chlldren fed and educated without expense and then go

2
L

out, DBy that time, she hoped her dest son would be able to

.
i

assist her 1in supporting the ramily.l

ATTITULIES ON THe WAR

the unfavorable war news and the fall
no marked increase 1ln relocation during t
(At least I never could find out that there was.)

younger nisei began to feel anxious, especially if they had no

reason to fear the draft. Few, however, had the determination

R

. Hankey, Notes, aug. 19,




of Fujimoto, Evlidences of restlessness came from several inform-

ants. Mrs. Ylamaguchi, a teacher in the Y oF: se School stded:

students are asking me, 'Sensel (teacher)', they say,
'What would you think if I got leave clearance and got out of
here?' They believe all they read in the papers, They say,
'Saipan wa: aken, | 3 place and that place was taken. Ges
whiz, what's golng to happ us.'! I really don't blame them,"l

man salds:

ES

fhen the Tojo cabinet fell and Salpan was tak
people thought that Japan was going to lose the war.
people would really like to relocate now, but they're
scared to go to the administration building to ask.
I think they should hurry up with re-segregation.

ne

Miss Nakamura, ¢ j American niseil sgid:

"They (thc 1) are just saturated with the idea of American
generosity. ay, 'lon't worry, America isn't goilng to let
us starve. I a) .uerica 1s golng to take care of us.
You just stay here 1] end of the war. After you go out
then, 4America wi De y :eweraus.

"I've been working on my mother to let me out. I thought
I had her almost talked into it, but now she's against it. She
says, 'How can you forsake Japan at a time 1like this?'! When Japan
was on a more or less even basls she was just about consenting,

: "Everymorning everybody listens to the short wave sets. That's
all they do nowadays. They even talk about it openly in the hos-

will never weaken. When Japan
some reverses.,'

"People are so scared of what their neighbors are going to
say. Thelr folks are very afraid to let the n13e1 go out. It's
more the nelghbors than the parents themselves,"

Fujimoto, who had made his decision, mde the following analysis:

the people in camp just refuse to tli"u about.it. They just want
to be blind to it. Maybe they're afraid to show that they feel

1t, because they might bring disfavor on themselves. Maybe some
Just don't want to open their eyes.

"I don't think Germany 1s going to hold up much longer. But

"There's annther group that say
SG:Pwﬁﬁvcd againy 1'm going out.!
of them there are.

o A
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Anxiety over the progress of the nar continuwed through

September and October and the writer be 1ieved, though this
is s8id with reservations that it resched its highest peak
in late Qotober., On September 17th, Mr, Fujimoto remsrked:

"There are two schools of thought right now, One is
that Jeapan is teaking en ewfu) beating and we better get out
while the getting is good. And you'd be surprised how many
of these there sre'

"The other is s more or less hard-hesded view which 4s
thot a1l the lomses and s11 the defests that Japan is suffering
is 211 military strategy. You'd be surprissd how heard-hesded
some of these people are, I had one fellow come out and tell
me no matter how long the wsr Jlssts, Japasn is bourd to win, Of
oourse , what I thought, I didn't tel) him,

".8 far o5 I know, T would sey & good 70% are now hsving
their doubts sbout s viotor fous ocountry beok home, The other
30% are the ones who insist thet they're going back there
regardless of whioh side is vietorious., And smong the T70%
you'd be surprised how many spc pepstristes snd expatrietes,

"A bunch of kibeis were telkingz the other day shout going
baek to Jeapan dur ing the war, When you consider thst t hey
were 81] young fellows who came ¥x from back there within the
lagt seven to ten years, and soms more recently - there were
seven or eight of them talking - the question was, 'If they go
back during the war snd go into the Army and give their 1life
for their ocountry, would they still be ag snxious to go back
right now as after the war,' And I'm telling you, nmot a damm
ons of them sanswered., There's » lot of them 1ike that,

“If an exchange boat osme right now there would be very
few of them of Army sze on it." 1/

MY. Ke & truly sincere expatr iate gave his opinion, Tt
bore out Fujimoto's stestement on how the 30% who still hed
faith 4n ultimete viotory for Jepan were thinking:

"I won't say much sbout the young people beesuse AR
their minds are too flexible, But smong those with whom I
sassoointe, they are looking forward to very plesssant news,

Of course, it might be the feeling of sny person when reverses
Gontime, But my opini-n Is, those versons (who n

me) rejodce thet the olimax of the war is not far sway and are
gure it will be s pleasant one,

"po gome extent, those who know Japsmese history ocould
salmost ssy why they are petreating snd they are just teasing
the enemy end tessing him right slong and dragging him right

- - -. W - - e S e e .

1/ ibid,, Sepi. 17, 1944, p. J.
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into the trap. Of course, there sre possibivities thet the ey
himse 1f will digoover the trap, If they discover the trap, it
will b o long drawn out thing." 1/

In lete October the news of the American offensives rear the
Phillipimnes end Pormoge csuced grest osncern, Though Koy Yamaghita
end Abe differed enormously on the ir views of osmp polities, a1l
three made statemonts of the sams ohsrecter, Undoubted 1y, the

following sttitude weg widespresd,

Yamaghite ecked the writer is she 1istened to the short wave

brovdcests. "hen sie godd ghe d4d mot, he steted:

"This is election tim so the Amerionn 0ffice of Wep Information
ic under very striot ocensorship by the Democratie party under the
Roosevelt regime. In @ lot of things, the Amricen reople have been
purpose 1y misinformed., I persomslly campnot understend how the
Amricen government, even for s ghort while, osn camouflege the news,
miminforming the Americen people,

"In the Formoss bsitle end the rhillipine battle, you probabily
heerd the Americen redio melw the rtotement that tso=thirds of the
Jepenese Imperiel Cleut hes been demeged end is gone for good end
that the Americen fadet wes demeged very 1ittle,

"of courte, we csmmot rely fully upon the short wove, Omne
vepsel cou be sunk with one sirplane with ome pilot who jumps rizht
onto the vegsel and explodes 1ife snd everything, Whst heg been
done (by the Ameriosns) in the Pnillipines end Formogs we csnmot
be 1ieve ,

"I'm wetohing with interest how the Americen goverrment is
going to release the rews of the Fhillipines (Y, Weant the
unplessant truth)," 2/

.On the game day Mr, K. said:

"We hear just the reverse of the Ameriesn newspapers
over the ghortweve from Jepen, Americs seys it sinks 20
Jepamese ghips; the Jepanese redio says they gank 30 American
ships, Americe seys it shot down 125 plames; the Jepanese
radio gays it shot down 126 Ameriesn plames, I think the
Democratic party ought to be efrsid thet the mepubliesn party
will blast Roosevelt's 1lies,

"I cen't understand Roosevelt wentine to be president
srain, unleer he knows thet the country is in bed ghepe snd
thet the next presidentisd mey disclose 811 the thinzg he heg
done .. y

1/ ibid., Sept. 19, 1944, p. ¥/ 2.
v/ T0I0,, sepsynifiyniféd Oot. 30, 1944, pp, 54,

!/ W.. Pe 4,




. Abe steted;

"Do you think the Amerjoen puvlic Helleves the newe they
ore given sbout the fighting in the Fhilvdpines end on Formosa,
We hear the oprosite thinrs from Jepen,

"The Japenese stretesy wee actus1ly the gome es I guesmsed,
In June the Japenese Selt Take City newspaper seid, "What's the
matter with the Japeneee Nevy?' Then T wrote four peges on the
subject of Japenese Fmoific stretegy as T gew it, I gndd thet
e big revel bettle would be eround Pormoss erd the Fhillipimes,

"Whot T would 14ke to know 4s thot 4f the Amer fean Nevy
won the battle s they clmim, why ore they sending more Ameriocen
forees to Teyte islavd?

"Artother thing, the rece 11 of StilIwe?1 ond the resigmatism
of the smbagsedor, The pepers soy it is only (7). My puess is
that Stilme1) and the Americen Government edvised Chieng Ked
Shek to meit untiy the Tevy bottle, If they win, Amerioan wil}
send its fleet to 0id Chieny Xed Shek, After the battle Chiang
i Shek told Etilmell, "What's the matter with you? What's
your pogition,"

On penere) cemp gentiment towsyd the course of the war, My,

Abe atnted;

"Every igsei Joperece 811 blirdly belleve thet Jepan will
win, So it'e out of the question how they feel. Of course the
issed Japamese 4o other comps might heve doubts sbout the
outoome of the wer, But the issei in this carp a1l be lieve
firme 1 viotory is theirs,

"So, whet you ce 1] fence-gitters - the nised d11 don'g
know why the Jepanese wer gtarted end how the wer future
would be, So they might ohenge their mind ag the situst ion
chenges, But the issel, T don't think,

"Some 4ssed still heve property outside, So they want
to dispose of that efter the wor is over and then go besck
to Japan, Thet's why they sey they don‘t went to go taek
on the first exchange mhipy boat,

"Those issei who leeve comp for the outside nre dlspusted
8t the conditions in eomp (Tule Teke), Even umong the regegregeltg
there are mohy who went to live in pesce," _1/

During the letter im1f of september, certein steff members
mede repected o1lusion to the fact that they were be ing epproached
by evacuees, younger people in pertioular, with requente for
informetion on hw to pet out of cemp, Mr. Robertson told how a

- .. —“—---“--------“-----.--.m.--m..-----—- - -
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boy from tsupp hed come to see him end seid: "Mr. Robertson,
you heve alwoys given me good ddvioce in the pest, Now T
reslly need it, I want to pet out of here; I don't want to
go to Japan, I don't went to gtey here," The boy edded thet

meny other people were beginning to fec? this wey, even many

86 the boys from Teupp who were supposcd t> be pro-jepenece s 1/

M. Shellet of VWelfrre told of @ young women we ifcre wWorker

who told him ghe wonted to get out of cemp, Her rerents

nighed to go to Jeren but she could not fouee it, Her perents
dimaprroved of her desire to leave oomp beesuse of "whet

people will think," &/ On Septeber 26th yr, Robertson remarked

that e woe receivins ap incremsing number of inouiries from
fenve-gitters. [Mew ngled outyright cbout reloce: isn, but

dropped hints ne to how they might proceed to ret leave clearance. 3/
Dr. Opler oorrented upron this sttitude ond steted in his report of
Septenber 29th thet there hed en more visgitors to the teeve Hesrige
of ficer, 4/ How wuch the preseure ceused by the Regegregstion Group
wog regponsible for this very elight increesed 4in relocction is
debntoeble, Americen succeésses in the Fecific were probably more
potent, However, the writer knows of severa]l reloostions whigh

wefe stimulmted by threats from the ysnsemsr geng,

. . - - - - - -
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"I think about 8,000 of them really want to go back to Japan.
fhat!s not a conservative figure, 1 should say it would be any-
where between 5,000 and 8,000, Of the 8,000 I think there will

be a lot of former Tuleans because a lot of the former Tuleans
I've seen were people who refused to reglster. They applied for

repatriation too.

"Also I think a lot of those who moved here from Manzanar
and Jerome will want to get out. (The writer believes Fujimoto
means 'go to Japan' here.) Manzanar and Jerome has more super-
patriots than all the rest of the camp put together."l

THE RISE OF THE PRO-JAPANESE PR:SSURE GROUP

3

before proceding with the discussion of the rise
pressure group in the camp's history, it

clarify the term pressure as 1t has

report. bBbnormous pressure can be put upon individuals or groups

in camp through an almost universally held attitude which is so
strong that coerclive measures or propaganda from an interested
group of axe-grinders scarcely make 1t more potent., ‘The idea of
not betraying the Negotiating Committee in their need, the atti-
tudes held toward a person who might give overt expression of
loyalty to the United States, the bitter hatred of the inu are
examples., OUther attitudes may be present, which, though strong,
can be made much more powerful if proper action is taken by a
visible or underground group of leaders. Not eppearing to co-
operate with or concillate the administration is an axiom of camp
life and n be classed with the : type of pressures,

when this lack of co-operation reached the point where
inconvenlence the residents he untiring efforts of the

ground group were

type of pressure: that applied

and recourse to violence

s L1984, Ble




submlttling temporarily to a course of action of which the majorlty
do not approve. LI thilis group can loudly lay clalm to

and admired attitudes which serve to

activities, 1t can befuddle and intimidate

long period. A group of this character had slowly and cautiously
been gathering its strength and laying plans throughout the spring
and summer of 1944. 1t came into the open in August of 1944 with
cleverly disgulsed aims. It reached the climax of it's strength
in late October and November at which time, even though it suf-
fered from constant internal schisms and jJjealousies, it slmost

completely dominated the camp. DOy this time it's rule had become

so lrking that well-informed, courageous Japanese began to form

the rudiments of an opposition. This opposition, however, was

largely an W1¥idual effort and did not come to the knowledge

of the ordinary camp resident. Iar more important in effecting

camp attitudes was the opp

o -

osition of a rival pressure group under
the leadership of a rival pressure group which contained Rev., Ka i,
Mr, Kuratoml, Mr, Tsuda and several of the stockade releasees.,

a
|

conflict broke out in late November and December and for sa
period it appeared that gang warfare would result., Before

this could reach a climax, the Lepartment of Justice made a

sudden appearance and began to intern the leaders of the dominant

pressure group in

Conclusion mast be entered here

nthesis of Pre-August Levelopment of the Major Pressure Group

Unfortunately, this group changed its name many times during

.

its long and complex history, and moreover, contained within it




several organizations with dilIlerent e 8 ihe name by whilch
the entire body was most frequently called by the residents was

Resegregati Group or in Japanese, Saikakuri?? (Please correct

thig) and this is the name which will be adopted in s narrative.,

At it's very beginning, this name was not used, but since resegre-

zation was always one of the group's major aims, this inaccuracy

erious.

ultimate germ of the Resegregation Group lay in a group
of fanatical status-quo supporters which was probably dominated
by segregees from Jerome This group probably did not number
more than 100 people (?%) and was undoubtedly laying plans as
early as Lecember 1943, and at first it devoted 1tself to obtalning
the release of the stockade detalnees, particularly the Negotiat-
ing Committee. 1t made its first attempt in behalf of the detainees
in mid-January of 1944 by soliciting the ald of Mr, Robertson,
the Assistant Project Director in charge of Operations, who had
an established reputation for consideration and courtesy toward
the Japanese galned at Leupp. With great caution,
the group requested that he call on a certain person
From there
strong status-quo supporters. They asked him to lntercede 1in
behalf of the detainees and to talk to the detained leaders.
Robertson did this. On this occasion Kuratomi promised that
the detalnees were released, the legotiating Committee would
resign. fiHe also promised that if two members of the Negotiating
Committee were released for a short period of time they would

tell the people to hold a new election. When Robertson took the

matter up with Mr., Best, Best refused to take any action and




warned Robertson about having anything to do with this group.

This incident was the beginning of Robertson's sympathy and

championship of the Resegrecation Group. Robertson was probably

their only friend among the appointed personnel.l

In late January Nr. Best received a letter which was undoubt-
edly from members of this groups

"Proposing the Administration to devise & plan whereby the
camp be divided in two, in order to avoid possible flare-up or
conflict and to preserve order."2

thls was the first out-and-out request for resegregation,
of splitting the camp into two groups to keep the peace. Reseg-
regation was to become the chief aim of the group and later gave
rise to enormous pressure. It gave the group its name.

In mid-February the group made a much bolder bid for
tion: calling themselves the "minority" and statine that
represented the status-quo faction, they sent a letter to
Schmidt, the Head of Internal Security., They requested five
things: 1) that the "authorities assure the 'minority' of no

*
1

interference, pending its temporary recognltion to expedite the

adjustment; 2) that the authorities dissolve th Co-ordinating
Commlttee temporarily for an indefinite period and recognize

new temporary committee acting in the interest of the minority:

3) that if the experiment proved sucecessful, Co-ordinating

mittee was to be permanently dissolved, the minority was to

cooperate with the back to work program, and a new

=

representative body was to be elected by the regidents; 4) that

martial law be suspende two weeks and f the conduct of

or deteil.

¥
“1bid., p. 204.




the colony shall have been commendable®™ this wilithdrawal was to

'
be extended indefinitely; 5) that peaceful conduct in the colony

to warrant the release of the detained me Re presentatives

spoke to Mr, Uchi, the gne " thls letter

other concession was granted, It w ¢ remembered that

ing this group the courtesy of an interview, the adminis-

stranged the Co-ordinating Committee that they threa t-

resign,

late February whe arge contlingent NS 23 from

Y _ = - 1 . 3 - - -~ Y e TR ¥ 2 o 2
Manzanar arrived at Tule ) some pE& ' this hesegregation

Group produced a long propaganda pamphlet which 1t distributed

157
&

i

gsecretly to the new arrivals, The pamphlet was titled

nm

T'rue
this Center" and stressed that "the root of the inei-
in the questlon of evacuee

to convert the so-called loyal elements to loyalty to

tream of

1d of perpetrating a "dark

compul sory referendum, ' cre ssed he protest made
the Japanese government" and empha . truly
clarificatlon of status was the root of all center
date," Although much effort was expended to find
butors of this pamphle they were not
apprehended,”
In March 1944, this comparatively small Resegregation Group

was augmented and greatly strengthened by the addition of a

+

-

men who entered camp with the Manzanar segregees or

-

whno were relecs

E ]
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It was also in lste Maroh or early April that a olique of egitetors
fron Poston assumed the domirant position in the group, The most
influential member of this olique weg Mr, Yamashite, Two well
informed Japanese geve the writer this information later, when they
felt free %o speak, It is undoubtedly correot since it fite
logioally with muoh other evidence,

"At first the Sedkekuri Seigen (Resegregetion Group) wes

dom'nated by the Poston Eroupe . « Blook 32 weg the nest of that
group " _1_/ ;

"Mogt of the importent policies were sctually edopted by the
people from the Poston e¢li"ue, Ono, Yamaghita and Uchida, they
were 811 tied up with Mr, Yemeghita in Poston, That's what gave
them so much power " E/

These men cen be termed genuine

Vl.—;nhw ll;;u -,.-;“1945 pp.-;:;“..
Z/ ibid., P. Be 5 2




experienced agi ors Several, like Mr. Wakaysma, came from

. Manzanar; one, ar _L}"‘:.)Elbl;f more, like Mr.

internees from Sant: e n the Assembly Centers and Relocation
Centers in which these men had previously resided they had
calism, for thelr violent anti-American sert i-
consummate ability to involve themselves in
agitating movement. The two dividuals mentioned above had

nad unsavory reputations 1n pre-evacuation life

e, having indulged

In practices whereby they benefited themselves at the expense of
their fellow Japanese, Th v owed the same pattern in ‘ule
Lake, The writer well acquainted with both of these men
and is 1 that they were not entirely sane. Many of

and actions betray a tendency toward megalomania

and paranola. Yhey, and probsbly several others of ]ike.llK,
were welcomed with open arms by the underzround

alld soon assumed a powerful behind-the-scenes

they attempted to conceal from the Administration and,

from the apanese residents,

not show thelr hand for many months, the writer, who was a frequent
visitor at their homes, noted many indications that they had
already taken the lead in the underground actlvities, having,

by virtue of their well established prestige as agltators, forced

the Dprevious zadaers 1nuf ainor

January

x .
having los

=)

and because they

adviceof these noted new-comers,




mentioned that during this period the Resegre-

rotten out

contention that the "loyals" be g of camp

which the majority of the camp residents gave overt

o

W
approval., The group Anot slow to take advantage of thls situation

and early in April put the camp into a turmoil with a "Resegrega-
on Petition?! The te . used on this occasion set the
tern for many of the group's later endeavors and
presence of more experienced and more arrogant leaders.

-

letter addre sse Attorney General

requesting that this group be
circulate a petition for the signatures of th » 'w applied for
repatriation or expatriation and who want to be resegregated
because of their earnest desire to catechh the first chance of the
e Xchan

e ship M Biddle referred this lettee to Mr, Ickes

o
-

who sent it to Mr, Myer who passed it on to M est, thus frustrat-

]

ing the desire ¢ he group who dld not wish to deal with Best
with his 'superiora. Mr. Best himself took no action but
on the letter to Mr, Black, the head of Community Mansge-
Black gave permission for the circulation of the petition.
Although the Resegregatlion Group denie: hat it had exerted
pressure z 3lgnatures, tr v ot the truth. The
was unmistakably "sign, if you are

a 'true Japanese get on the first exchange boat,"

Although estimates vary, it 1is probably that at least 5,000

b

against their better judement

When Mr., Black became conscious

of Major Report for attitudes expressed durin

@)
'y




of the excltement in the center and the use

had been put, he issued a strong statement
administratlion had no intention to carry out

and that no authorization or authenticy had been
circulation of the petition.,

The reactlon 1n the center was very interesting. Although
Black was denounced as a typical Wi employee in that he had not
kept to his word, the ordinary citizen resented the attempt of

ssegregatlion Group to cut the distinction between "loyals"

"disloyals™ so fine. Instead of desiring to be part of a
noble super-patriotic group who were to be resegregated in kolabed
splender, the ordinary resident wished to remain in Tule Lake and
ha¥e the comparative sma amber of "fence-sitters" removed.

This was, in fact, the _ .ng of the sullen but helpless
murmuring throughout the mp against the "people who were too
radical." The Resegregation Group had the people in a tight spot.
If they refused to sign or argued against the petition they could

-

and were publicly accused of not being truly loyal to Japan, If

the; protested too loudly they were called dogs. Few men in camp

had the courage or inclination to raise their voices in public

-

and point out that if a person had taken all necessary steps
A o) A
patriation or eX p~ required by the government of

relating to re
the United States or Japan he need not gign a petition of which

he dild not approve. However, many informants expressed this

sentiment to the writer.,l This attitude on the

ma jority of the camp residents was to be expected, and

For a detailed discussion of this matter see Pp. 296A-300 of
lajor Report. For attitudes of the residents see pp. 308-317.

1




reveals a fundamental psychological ambivalence. DNeither

gregatlonists nor the passive bulk of the residents

>
unequlvocably made up their mind to return to Japan,

to action by a psychological need to

latter were forced into inaction by thei indecision.

not want to move again merely to take

a chimerlical ste r to Japan, Much as they denounced the

fence-sitter: hey were tolerant enough to realize that in their

own he: 8 lay the seeds on indecision. Their aim was to

rontinued ):itxv ing

agitate openly and underground

In Tul

4

ted to the thousands of signatures

1 =

thelr numperical strength, MNMany m

Wﬁm,-j\ (A
Tu¥filled in a peculiar manner.

atement of the intentic

rroup was made to the wrlter at this time

stay

by

lirs, Matsuda, who, with her husband, was one of the charter members

organization: The pathological de
sen group, the fanatical expressions
indifference to the fate of those

have different convictions are clearly appsa

el l

and repatriates seeking to go back apan and with her in

everything, win » 88 her subjects When we came,

muach

to our dismay we f many "loyal" are sti here, although they

put up a front of expatriation or repatristion They did
a means of escaping the draft and ) g the camps since
Lake wasn't closed or Dbecause they have an opportunity to
money here. . .
not care whicl 16 8 We 're

who

it as
Tule




glven a bad place to live,. We say to them

you gof They said, 'Yes, we'll dle there as Japanese.,'!
"Those guys who won't say 'Yes' to this are the guys who are
cher people - they didn't stick up for

our business to worry about them,"l

attempted to initiate
Resegregation Group
1ts propaganda into an attempt to make
effort, however, was scarcely necessary because
public opinion was already so averse to the
honest informant who was already suspicious
the

roup, hinted to the writer that active

-

. «not because

"There's a party opposing it,.
ook a dislike to

about 1t but because he merely t

b
try to cause a little trouble,"<

WWhen the administration's attempt fai
n Uroup ok the greater part
public, however, did not seem 3 consciou he se
of propaganda, probably in this g he attitudes
ma jority coincided quite clc y with those of pressure
had been exj
neartedly: fthat the detainees would have to be relessed from
the stockade : - and order were ever to come to the colony.

The most conservative individuals, some of whom had previously

disapproved of release, now stated dogmatically that it was the

only way out of the situation.®

referring to Wakayama,

-]

361-375 of Main Report.,
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\fter the Ukamoto ﬁﬁUOtlﬂﬂﬁdgw&—ai-n undercover leader of

al L

group made an exceedingly rasi violent threat
Lo U L ouwnCana arven

what he and his group would doh;f

Dre ssure

he

e e x
Wakayama,/extremely

headquarters in the

hoodlum young men with their

threat was never carried out and the bluff probably

ayame no good in »f the people. After Mr, Okar

another undercover leader of the

mmshita, accused the administration of extrer

they dld not pay more than the usual portion of

writer found no indication that this parti-

funeral
cular accusation was taken up by any persons outside of
Resegregation Group.

part of May certain of the blocks and particu-

School began the practice of

larly the Ward VI Japanese bLanguage

morning exercises in the Japanese fashion,l

taken up almost as
In other bhlocks no
garly

€& S taristic

on this group. 'They were

them
and one man named Morimoto, who was

unpopular for many other was besten., I'h ( several

of the more conservative gave up the

Resegregation Group to




679 A.

Tt was in Mey thet it beceme c¢'eerly spperent thet there
were two seperste groups working for the releage of the deteinees,
One of these groups wes formed around the originel nucleus of the
Resegregetion Group end the other was compoged of & group of Reverend
mieand M, guratomi's friends, in partiouler, Mr. Teude, Mr, Mori
and Mr, Kimure, Jealousy end friotion between these two groups must
have developed much eerlier than Mmy for by then it was very
aprarent, Evidently Mr, Tsude's grour wes the first to make a

oonsistent effort to get the detainees relensed, weenwhile, the

relntives of the detainses formed a group ealled the Seibaneiin,

with the aim of obtaining release by combined effort, Tsuda
attempted to eassist these people for gome time, But when his
efforts brought m results, the Saiban-iin fe1) more and more
under the influence of the Resegregation Group and the Foston
olique, M, Tsude explaingd the matter as follows:

"After I got out of the stookmde, I went to see Mr, Best
many times, trying to ligquidate the stookmde, ., . But since there
was no result, they must have gotten tired, They must have mlpootcd
my wey of doing things end thought I wes supporting Mr, Best's
iden ingtead of holding out for the intermses,

"When the ides of hiring s lawyer came up, I went to see
Mr, Wakeyama, He said it was n- use, He said, you know how
big the United States government is, If they want to put 100
boys in the gtockade, they will do it anyway, The stocknde
is just a finsignificent thing. It would be foolish to bring
ina lawyer, I went to gee Mr, Yamashite and he said the same
thinge

"As the gole responsible person for bringing in a lawyer,
I d4dn't want to cauge any further trouble,”

Becauge he decided bot to get a lawyer, Teuda wag onlled
a dog by the Resegregntion Group and noccused of taking the
side of wr. Best against the detainees. 1/ He ocontinued:

"Right after that this here Saiban-4in got in touch with

- e - e - Wy e = - -

1/ (mtsuda - July?)




679 B.

Mr. Okamoto and Mr, Ishigemi end through him they hired Mr,
Besig, The results mere good? I don't know," p ¥ 4

In the latter pert of May the oriter met Mr. Yammghita
end ¥r, Touda for the first time., Mrs., Matsuds had reco=menied
that the writer 001l on Wr. Yamashita, At hig home she met Wr,
Toude and geveral other gentlemen who were arparently holding
an informel conference, Many months 1ater, Mr. Tsude told the
writer that on this occagion Tamaghite had urged him to join
the resegregeationists,

"On the dey you sew me ot Yamaghita's house he asked
me why T didn't join the Resegregotion Group, He seid, '"We heve
9,000 peorle here mow and great power, If you ghould be long to
a power like that, you oan do yourself very nioce,

Tsuda, however, refused to join and later to1d the writer
whys

"I didn't join the Resggreration Group beesuse I fipured
the group didn't represent the whole center ng the Negotiating
Oommittee did., Moreover, I didn't 1ike the ideam of not letting
all the people in, The {irst ocouple of months things were
perfectly satisfaotory with us )il tnneysed i rinyasre nxicing:
RALh Hx pxBeRty Axpdnxnin o X hhaxbnyex e ds nyadnf pem thes vl oo idde
Bk mavh 208 mi i em m

"If I hadn't had & gon who wes o sansed (third generetion
Japane se -Amer foan) I'd hove joined the FHoshi-den, But my son
is a11 for the Amerioan way, My father™1sg lssel, 72 yesrs o),
erd I'm nisei or rather kibed, My father is the typicel issed,
the stubborn type, My family is just like the oomp, issed,
nisei and kibei, T oPn see the pioture of the whole ocemp in my
family,

“The way of the Resepregotion Group, the Hoghi-den and
their prineipal, T like it, But their way of Toing, excluding
the people is the thing I'm opposed to, If T should belong to
the Hoshi-den, my son does not feel the s8me way 7 do about
it, "T couldn't have my son in my house, That's why I cen't
do 1to

"The Resegregoti-n Group kioks about the disorimination
and exdlusion they hed in Ameriom, but they're doing 4t right
here in this camp," 2/

{bid.. h'. 6' 19‘5’ pp. 5’ 8-7.
/ T6W,, pp. 6, 6.




was 1in May also that 1t banﬁwa clearly apps
y
were two sepghate groups working Jfor the release
: ‘_"’
o) =1 ’ 1

Uune of theBse groups was formeglaround the

./‘. ./ Y E

Aiyéjre{ﬁtlan Group agﬁ'tLe other was/composed of

r i 4 i b 2 r -
fv. Kal and Mr., Kupftomi's friendgd in particular

Mr, Moriand Mr ,Kimura. Jealoudy and frictiop/between these

two groups must fiave developed gdrlier than ma However, both

co-operated b/; a certain exterdt in bringing Mr. Besig of the
/ X

une, however, soon

certalin members of the Resegregation
began a gossip campaign against the Tsuda faction. Mrs. "Q"
accused Tsuda of acting as the stooge of Mr. Best and attempting
to convince the detainees to wlthdraw their appeal to the AcLU,1
Viclous gossip was spread by the Resegregation Group for man
nonths and eventually led to a temporary retirement of the
faction,.
Hitomi murder undoubtedly added to the sinister
a certaln faction in the Resegregation Group.
would point the finger, many people suspected
group were responsible for some of the beatings
that preceded the murder. While the pathological craze of beatings
raged, the Resegregation Group did all it could to fan public
hatred of the inu. When the murder occurred, it was Inevitable
that the group come under suspicion, especially since certain
members had uttered veiled threats of murder only a few days
before. Incautious members of the group did not decrease this

suspicion by rash remarks, This attitude is very important since

B
ibid., p. 429.




it explains to a great degree the overpowering fear with which

the group was regarded, a fear which was very potent in the

strangle-hold which they later galned over the camp. Many persons

in camp belleved that 1if they

or

would be murdered, vengeance would

be taken upon their

Levelopment of Alms of the Resegregation Group

mary aim of the Resegregation
Japanese loyal to
United 3t

edlately preceding segregation. his dream of

as a purely Japanese camp "for people of one mind"

been fully described 1n the Pre-Incident ﬁeusrt.l

&

important questions brought up by the first Necotiating
i ] : I g £ £

'ee. Dased upon an Imperative need for decision md security

e

b ay ¥ 2 v " Y B o | 4-
than nagging uncertalnty

» 1t had the psychologlcal suppart

great majority of the transferees. However, when the

‘egatlon Group carried thelr demands beyond this desire for

clarification of status t© he poi where they advocated the

separation of families, and suffering for the sake

of Japan, they lost the opportun

galning support from the

people and met with

behind whi she group threw all
strength was the release detalnees,

2 this was accomplished 1t dic it could to embarrass
administration and to keep up public hostility,

was scarcely needed, for hatred or scorn

"




constant element

- Troy .y T Y T
the group,

elieved that
st of a more competent ma i understood the

4

was imperati amp life was to be improved. The group took

advantage of every difficulty int

using these situatlions to increase hostility also it fought

every administrative n re whic ould decrsase the chaos of
about a situation where Tule Lake could

nally and peacefully,

pril the resegregees adopted a policy of

and thelr followers off as a ape al group of persons

to Japan in a noble and se sh fashion which would

them once and for all £ n the 1 5 e-aitters,

to be a major psychological ror 1f © r intent was
support of the camp as

. 1 Y - =P Y « 3
in strength and empha

attitudes and actions of astonishing

Murmuring and suspicion already aspparent

sgatlon Group embarked upon

-

Caucasian, these complaints
velled manner.

the writer had zained

-
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183el who understood the camp ;t‘uatl.)n verv we

W
statement. nis contention that
policy which was 40 or 50 years

often repeated e uncomi

i ‘ 3 = 1 1A T( 1 Ol 19 1COoOIrSs [1e 8 ew
- o SSs i B

think that by making trouble here they're doi g good for
That's extremely wrong. The Japanese government wishes

=

live 1In peace until the end of the war.

"The majorlity of the people here don't know the changes and

progress that has been made in Jagpan, In their heads they have
the vapan of 40 or 50 years ago, They don't understand the volicy
of Japan. They don't understand why Japan has to fight, "1

writer has no doubt that he was referring
gatlion Group,

Un August 8th Mp, Abe made another statement

"That old trouble makes them so s 2 They won't listen.
They think




rythinges 1/ They
them a V;'- hi rh 1‘.‘:'
ago, Even

[ the community, thinlk 4 the
trouble in "'L'Ju;':":t’, th‘_‘:’"r: doinge rood Lo
and will & cceptsd as o ro, which is entirely wrong," 2/

il P

¥y conservative not dare to sey teo

much, remarked cryptically
Nmy 2. & 222 abakiy i \ / Q 2
Phis gengjye-iji (stat uo) boys get tos much 1, Soms time
T PP PR L -:r;
w

w k) L o . Ty
] .Ltll CWO =Dy =i DUT »

A young
1
'They
'.. Q9 's.-rt
so fast ,"

Her sist

T}E‘
-
juette and the tem oeremony schools are all right. They're good for you," 4/

"But you can't complain becauge the nisei do have to learn fast

- ds &

0 i

FORMA 7, DEBUT OF THE SOKOKU KENKYU SE INEN-DAN

By early August of 1944, the germ n formal orgsnization of young

|
Eean Wden n
e = q - o i o X
mén or seinen had been deve loring for four months, M%n'-s arriva

o)

from Meanzansr, Mr. Wakeyama attemntsd to enlist the Suppert of inf'Juential
ST h e W g T B UL
(i AdnnraSated .,3\. WW_anaihy /‘J st o K :
Japanese snd ret)wwe movement under way./AR 5 "K" one WY the
E )
W ottt
wr iter's most scourats and honest inflormants, mWA‘t'lis -:‘Iat'?’
y " ) -
o5 f: 1 Rased ‘\“LJ"_-'V" v ] ) 2
A Il Lo s et i ety [ |15 gUpDONL K" , also an ex~Manzanite

and & man of tremendous potentis1 inf luence in the camp, would have nothing

1

to do with the idea, not beosusze he did not spprove of 8 young men' s

organization, but because of his intimate knowledge of the chsracter of

1 Tl 1 LYl
My, Wakayame ., K told the

1/ The literal translation of Yamsto Damashi
\ 1S : . TR ST

Z"'/ R. Hankey, lotes, Alge. 8, 1.«51--, Pe ~o0

%/ ibid,., Aug. 20, 1944, p. 2,

g [ pm— L . 2
I/ 15id., Aug. 17, 1944, p. 3.
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584 A .

"This proposition (forming » young men's assooiat ion)
was brought to me by a friend as coming directly from Mr.
Wakeyema, This metter was brought to me directly, soon after
the Manzanar group came in, T thourht he wegs at the very
bottom of it, He proposed the matter under a different form
end when the organization he proposed didn't succeed, a new
ides wags born," 1/

EWither beosuse he osuld not gain enough suprort or hecouse
the other would-be leaders believed it wisest to wait awhile,
Wakayema's plans for the young men's association were sat agide
and action was not inltieted until August 8th, The time was
now thought to be propdtious. Using Reveremd Tsuha as a front,
these older men, in actuality the leaders of the Resegregation

Group, put their plans into action and the Sokoku Kenkyu Seinen-

dan was orgnnized. The name means "Organization of Young Men to
Study the Culture of the Mother Wountry."

The reason Reverernd Teuha assumed the pncitian of leader is
very interesting. Kither Wakeayams or Yoamaghite were more
logica 1l incombents and both were offered the position, Both
refused however, being reluctant to suffer the consequences
if the administroation decided to prosecute the leaders of the
new organization, Tsuhe, theré€fore, took over the chief hurden
of orgenization and was singularly successful, His prestige
and power increased greatly and when he was not arrested,
Wakayema and Yamashita regretted their rejuctence to accept the
position and their consequent loss of power te Tsuha, K.
explained:

"The one who really started thet orpanization wes Reverend
Tsuha, Wakayama was asked to lead the orgarization but he
refused becauge he said his wife was pregnont, Yamashita was
asked to lead it but he said his wife wes sickly. So Tsuha

took over. The Hoshi-dan wes not remlly the Yamato Shokunine
dan, which was what Wkkayems tried to start.," 2/

1/ ibid., Sept. 19, 1944, p, 1.
2/ ibid,., Mar,. 6, 1945, p. 2.




{ plans ,;.4'51" the young men's

Since

"This proposition (forming a yo

brought to me by a frigfid as coming

This matter was brought to me dirgdtly,

group came in, I thdhght he was at thyg very bottom
propogsed the matterfunder a differe: form and vhe
tion he proposed gfdn't succeed, & ngw 1dea was

dlanzanar

Either ‘.1(30:)"{'1:&;’. he could
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thg' other would-be leaders

and action

7
was not }ﬂitiatoﬂ until Aug now thought to

4
be propltious. Using Reve
'

actual j

aCuvual

TR,
MOoTIel

initial me

2eting was held the night of August 8th in the
auditorium, permlssion having been received

{RA channels. Approximately 500 young men and some

>lder men and women attended this meeting, dressed in their best
sults lInstead of the usual informal camp garb, and heard a lecture

Reverend Tsuha on the aims of the organization,

'he serenity of the occaslon, however, was somewhat

marred

3

{ ymaly 1ndl ond £43 I ant A + e . 1 7 \ "
tremely undignified act on the part of the WRA. Exactly

e X

mixup came about or who was responsible was never made
bMr, Huycke gave permission for the meeting

Gunderson neglected to inf 1 Mr. Best

in its most agonizing
ension among the administrative personnel was at h

o+
TJ

entirely unnecessary,




bearing down
the Internal

meeting, belleved

ey tore madly

ade quate.

auditerium.

orderly meeting in progress with a speaker addres:

oY

After standing around for about 20

the group
they left, rather abashed. Meanwhile many members of Znbernai
appolnted personnel hearing the emergency calls for the
members of Internal Security and seeinz the gas masks guns
had gone to the fence as fast as they could. "They were disappointed.
Some are sald to have remarked, "We were just taking a walk because

it is such a lovely evening." Mrs. Matsuda, who was present at

the meeting, gave the followlng

L LIC

4
1L

C Omn




587,

The overtly expressed aims of thils Sokoku Kenkyu Seinen~-dan

were to prepare themselves to be useful citizens of Japan after
their expatriation. To thils end, they resolved to devote them-
selves to a study of the Japanese language, Japanese history and
culture, and - what was rarely mentloned to the writer since she
was an American - the study of Japanese political ideology.

The formal and accepted aims of the group were beautifully
inscribed upon a scroll by Reverend Matsuda and were translated
orally to the writer as follows:

"sver since the Japanese and American governments have gone
to war, the second generation (nisei) have had their legal and
civil rights taken away. They have declded that the way to
proceed 1s to leave their American citizenship and to cling to
their mother country. We feel we should stand with the country
of our racial and cultural heritage. Legally we have expressed
that.

We have decided that this is the time to organize this club
to study the culture of our mother country. To aid her 1is our
aim. Our mother country is one of the most cultured countries

in the world. From her we have a strong racial and cultural
heritage.

A s —

We are ‘abiding and will bave nothing to do with center poli-
tics. We aim only to train our characters and bodies,"

It should be noted that this statement holds renunclation
of citizenship as one of the alms of the organization's members,
It was coincident with this formal opening that the Resegregation

Group's members first began their propaganda for renunciation

and continued to heckle the department of Justice by mail, reqwe st-

ing to know how soon they might apply. The statement abjuring
any interest in center politics is also noteworthy., This was,
of course, partly a sop to the administration., It was also a
necessity to galn members, for many Japanese at this time would
never had joined the organization had they not been repeatedly

assured that its aim was non-political. FPolitics spelt trouble
and the stockade.




Mrs., Matsuda also happily described her emotions over the

manner in which this first meeting had impressed the group:

"We had it all prepared. Everybody was satisfied with the
meeting. They never felt so good since they came into camp.
They had a feeling that all the bad things that have happened
since they came here have been washed away."l

Great satisfaction was expressed also by Mr, and Mrs., Yamashitas
Although Mr, Yamashita would admit no connection with the organi-
zation he was remarkably well lnformed on its alms, Moreover,
his pleasure at the success of the opening meeting could not be
concealed.

"They are promoting their welfare among themselves whereby
they can strengthen their mother country,"

Mrs, Yamashita added:

"They are like the boy scouts., Their motto is, 'Be prepared
(for 1ife in Japan)'"2

The attitude of the administration toward this organization
is not_known., Mr, Robertson, however was not deceived and told
the writer he was sure that the organization would institute
pressure for resegregation as soon as it got under way. He was
perfectly correct. In fact, the undercover leaders had already
been pressuring for resegregation for many months, It is possible
that Mr, Best was somewhat inhibited by a desire not to bring
the American Civil Liberties Union down on his head again, He
is reported to have sald in Mr, Besig's presence that he would
not object to the formation of any non-political organization

within the colony. Had he forbidden the group to hold public

4

S

. 4
meetings it 1s certain that they wouldjcomplainto the American
Civil Liberties Union and again brought undesirable publicity to
)

ibid. Aug. 14, 1944, p, 1.
2ibid., Aug. 15, 1944, p. 1.




Tule Lake., The Administration did make a serious attempt to
discover who the actual leaders were. Dr, Opler held to the

idea that Tsuha was behind it. In actuality there were a great
many people behind it. Pulling the strings in the background
and acting as advisors were the 1ssel leaders, some of them
slncere, law-abiding men, who believed in the expressed ideals

of the organization, some chronic agitators bent on raising their
prestige with the Japanese government and satisfying their
psychological need for power. Among the latter undoubtedly was
Mr, Wakayama, an American citizen by virtue of his service in

the first World War, In less important positions were some of
the original strong status-quo people who labored diligently to
accomplish the hack-work needed for so large an undertaking,

Mr. and Mrs. Matsuda, with whom the writer was very well acquainted
may be classed with this group. Mrs, Matsuda, interestingly
enough, flared up when informed that the Administration believed

that Tsuha was "behind the organization." Why, my husband has

been doing all the work," she said.

The Resegregationists devoted themselves to two other projects
at this time. One was to gain the support of the important
stockade detainees, the members of the first Negotiating Committee
who were released at this time, Reverend Kal was offered a posi-
tion as a senior advisor and Kuratomi was offered the leadership

of the Seinen-dan, the young men's organization. Both offers,

however, were refused, due to a hostility between Kal and Kuratomi
and the important leaders of the resegregationists and possibly,
to the fact that neither man wished to become a mere cog in an

organization directed by other men with whose aims they were not




689 A,
entirely in sympathy., This confliet will be degoribed in deteil
later, It should he mentioned here thet both ¥ai end ¥urstomi
wore nomima1ly members of the Seikeluri Seigan or Reserregotion
Group. While they were both sti11 confined ih the sbdokede,
Kai'e wife signed the Mroh petition for him; Mise Terade sicned
for Mr, Kuratomi, Mr, Kuretomi explained his end Reverend
Kei's position in this matter ae follows:

"As to the resson why we didnot Join the Hoshi-dan (RKuretomi
means here why they did not take an ective part) was beoeuse of
our position in dealing with the WRA, We didn't on'y respresent
one grouo in eca-p, beonuse the Daihys She represonted the whole
carp and ve had not disbended officinily. Ae & regult we hed to
rablish a paper thenking the peoples I think, if my observagion
isn't wrong, they did have a feeline we ghould give the Reserregation
@roup some kind of offieimy thenvs eand meke some kind of statement
that everybody in eamp should support tFat or Tzaty Peor 1@ in

egged me to go to see Mr,

Tach ibana and My, Vekayama, .uylnﬁ thet my acquaintenceship with them
will be a great advantage for ne," 1/

-, e e

1/ ivid., #9F wer. 8, 1945 » W/ pp. 34,




lyar‘ﬁ With the second project the Resegregationists had better

success., 7This was to galn the sympathy and ear of the Project
Attorney, Allen Campbell. Campbell confessed himself to be some-
what impressed with the honesty of and frankness of the men who
called on him and soon Mr, Yamashita became an almost daily visitor
at the Legal Office, pleading the cases of the various people who
came to him for aid, Yamashita, at this time, did have a great
deal of influence with a certain portion of the camp's population
and this influence he kept up'by appearing to help them out of
difficulties. The writer seldom called at his home without
finding some suppliant there, asking for advice or assistance.

FEOPLE'S ATTITULE TOWARD THE SOKOKU KE NKYU SEINEN-DAN

For several months the attitude of the ordinary camp resident
toward this new organizatlon varled a great deal., Some moderate
people appeared to give it little thought; many thought that the
aims expressed were worthwhile, but did not joln because they
suspected but would not say openly that the organization's aim
was basically political. From the beginning it was called "very
exclusive" which was not meant as a compliment, Some moderates
like the writer's friend, Mr. Okamoto, were quite taken in by
the aims and jolned, Americanized nisel shunned the group and
made fun of the seinen when they began theilr strenuous morning
exercises. These uncomplementary remarks, however, had to be
made only in the presence of trusted friends. For several months
there was no widespread disapproval. It is very probable that
for some time most of the residents did not know who was behind

the organization, and following the camp's primary rule of
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exlstence, "don't stick your nose into trouble," stay away from

1t. It should be remembered that the organization did not attempt

to get the support of the entire camp. From the beginning, an
attitude of dedication was maintained: those really loyal to
Japan were to be the privileged. The leaders preferred to have
a comparatively small, well-knit organization which they could
later use as a tool and a threat to hold over the head of the
administration. The writer has very little information as to
how the campalgning for membership was done. If a person was
known for his Americanized views, however, it is most unlikely
that he was approached,

Had the writer's contacts been limited to the great bulk
of the residents who keep their noses out of political matters,
she would not have become conscious of the hidden antipathy
toward the organization until the end of September. However,
among the writer's informants were two able and honest older
men who had been respected leaders in the centers from which
they had come. These men knew the underground leaders of the
Resegregationists well, and suspected their aims from the begin-
ning. These men watched the manouvering of the organization care-
fully and as the group grew in boldness and showed its true
political nature more and more, the writer was kept well informed.
Such trust is almost never placed in a Caucasian. Much later,
when these men dared to speak openly against the pressure of the
resegregationists, one was beaten and the other's 1life was threat-
ened. Also among the opponents of the Resegregationists must
be listed the Kal, Kuratomi, Tsuda faction, This group, however,
kept very quiet and did not take any overt action until late

November,




The following attitudes, a mixture of instinctije disapproval
coupled with an admission that the aims of the group were worth-
while and that they were accomplishing some wholesome things was
probably very wldespread during August and September of 1944,

When a group of nisei girls were asked for their opinion on the

Sokoku Seinen-dan one sald emphatically:

"I say this new seinen-dan is far away from me. They're
far away from me."

An older nisel woman gave her opinion., When she refers to
the attitude she 1s probably comparing the first less well
organlzed pressure actlivities of spring and summer with the
character building aims of the organized boy's group.

"But now they have reasoned things out more. At first they
were very unreasonable. But now they've worked out some good
things. Llke these zoot-sulters, for instance. They say they're
golng to have a heck of a time when they go back to Japan. They
say we must train them a.nd I think that's right, That's all you
can do with those boys."

However, when the subject turned to Mrs. Matsuda who lived
in this block a cautlous hush fell on the group. "We have to be
careful what we say," said the girls, "Because she goes around
and listens under your windows. You know they call her Madame
Chiang Kal Shek here." The girls made no effort to hide their
dislike of the dictatorial and pressuring Mrs, Hatsuda.l

Many other informants contacted at this time were non-
committal or merely stated that from what they heard of the
group, they were trylng to do a good thing. K., however, expres sed
his frank scepticism of the aimsg

"I wasn't invited Saturday Evening. I didn't even know it
was taking place. But last night a man came to tell me all about

1
1bid.’ Septc 14, 1944’ ppo 2’ 5.
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it end he's very strone for it., T don't mww know the true

mot ivé behind it, But my personel opinion is: I don't ocare to
take any interest in it,

"I think the man behind it is lookine for rublioity too much,
I've known for & long time what's in his mind (Wakeyama)." 1/

Mr. Abe/ nlso spoke epeinet tre lesders of the orranization

but in veiled terms:

"I told the members thet it'g not @ very pood reme bocsuse
if they ore goine to study ths Jepen of 70 years 2go, that's
wrong. Seventy yeers s=go Jepen wee only an ielend Empire, Now
it has agsumed the leodership of millione of Asistic pesples.
The people become so stutborn, The Administretion is responsible
Tor it, They try to oontrol them by makii. them £ight esch other,” 2/

Mr. Pujimoto mede some very bitter stetementes ot this time,
Much later the writer learned through mutuel friends thet
Fujimoto had been threatened by the Manzanar Gang who were
eontrolled by Wekayamn, He wes to give them extra sugar or they
would get him coming home from work some night, Fujimoto, though
he wes an old friend o the writer's, ncver revesled this,
Instead, he got out of camp.

“fhe onme thinz thet deoided me on going out wes the attitude
of the people in camp, They're not my ides of what I thourht e
Jepanese ghould be, I'm very diseppointed, Thirs business of
dog ent dog end if they don't get what they want a1l they know what
to do is apitate for it,

"As far as I osn remember, I've had & half wey sort of
pride ir the fact that the Japanese people mere more or less of
an intellectunl mwspdx group, When they start to conduct them-
gé lves 1ike skiderow bums, thot's too bad, Just because they
beoame repatriates and were in @ oamp thet was basionlly Japanese,
they didn't heve to get a1l uppish and oonduct themselves in the
manney thet they did," 3/

Mr. Yareguchi, a young kibel, mers 2150 among those persens
who distrusted the Resegregrtion Croup from the first, FEe said of
the Sokoku Se inen-dan in an impresced tone:

"It's big, Tt's well orranized., It's good end strong.

e ot S gy S e T R g e o T g e P T o e

1/ ibid,, Aug, 14, 1944, p. 4.
‘l:-/ m.. Augo 31’ 194'1. pp. 1"'2.
T/ T518., sept, 17, 1944, pp. 34,
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Do you know who's behind ity "

When the nriter sedd she did not know, Mr, Yemeguch! said he
hed been trying very hord to f£ind out who wog reée'ly behind the
organization, but hed heen unsble t o do g0, FKe added:

"They're rot very well treined yet, I they zet too much power
and can't control it, they might do something, A lot of people are
sgainst it, but they don't say arything,

"When they have those exeroises a lot of people sey, '"Crimeny!
If you have @ 1ittle haby or & sick person, it wakes them up.' Alse,
the secret may they do things makss people suspect." 1/

¥r. Furatomi, who had just been relessed from the stockade was
very ron-commital. It was obvious, however, thot he did not aprpove
of the organization, MNe ocontrested the present stete of the camp
with that of November, when he had agsumed a position of prominence .

™ihen resegregntion started out = a1} right, We hed to heve a
olesr st@tus. Being that there were so meny fence-sitters, the people

who oame were foroed into @ position thet 1leoked gueer at the time,

“However, some of the peopi: who 8re running the resegregation
Eroup ere more or less doing it for their own geéneral benefit " 2/

After the Sokoku Kenkyu held its second meeting on September 8th,

ot whioh r, Yemaehite was the chief spesker, Mr., K, looked on them e
1ittle more kindly, stating:

“Ididn't go beosuse ve 811 had to wesr & suit. But hearing from
those who sttended, it looks to me es if they ere chonging their ooliey
@ little end swinging more to the viewpoint of the publie. They're not
going to adhere s> strongly to the idee of wanting to be regegraegated,
They're going to consider sverybody to be considercd as Japanese and
are going to train thew to live uo to the traditions of the Jepanese

people,

“If that is true, I think that is a ®wise ohanpe, If they try
to force the people to think as they think, they wily invite oriticism:'i/

K's optimion wes shorfnvcd. If uMr. Yomaghite gave thig impression,

it weg a faled ons.

It should be mentioned here that benind the impulse to study
1/ ibid., Sept. 11, 1944, p. &,
2-/ inﬂ., Sept, 18, 1944, p. 8,
E/M-’ Sep!’.. 19' 1944; Pe 1.
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Japan and Jepsne-e culture stood not only the onr(ly expressed preactieal

need to lecrn nbout Japen if one intended to 1ive ones 1ife there, but
the concedled need to give proof of ones intention to be Jepanece,

To enter whole~heartedly into a study of things Japenese was to spect
e defenge against being considered en Amerioesn and coming within reech
of the spscter ol forced entry into American 1ife. The great ma jority
of the peopls in camp, end eertainly =1most 21] of the fesed, soproved

of the expressed eims of the Sokeku ¥erkyu 8¢ iren~dan, ®ad the leaders

not attempted to set the group off es superior "true Japargse", had
they devoted themsclves to aduation and not attempted to grasp politioesl
poser, they might have beer gpiven elmost cempwide support, The
organization would have attraoted the truly able eswp leaders and it
might hove gained & gtrength end power which would have resisted e11
the pressure wnioh the eut'orities later sam £it to bring against it,

MBSBGREGAT TON GROUP'S PRESSUPE FOR RESEGREGATTON = THE GREAT ESEGREGATI_O_P{

RUVMOR & REACTIONS OF THE FEOPIE

As hag been shown the idee of resegregetion had heen foreibly
impressed uoon the people in April 1944end prepsgenda wes cont inued
steadily thereafter, The majority of the people did not take kindly
to the idéem. A less overi propagends oampeign was initiated by the
Reserrepgation Group throughout August, but was m more successful in
winning oconverts, It did, however, assist in the rise of a rumor which
was widely believed: that resemregation was ebout to be initiated by
the WRA, This puvor wee of unusally long duretion, 7Tt hegan late in
July end did not Cecreese unti' mid-September, Eventus1ly it died down,
part 1y because nothing harrened and partly beofuse certain of the
leedars of the Pesspresstion Croup were notified by the Administration
that there was to be no resezregertion, It wes @lso during this period

thet the first attitudes toward remunciation of citizenship were
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expressed, The Resegregeti-n Group looked upon this Bi11 almst as
if hed been pac-ed for their personal eonvenience, Unforturately,
few of the writer's non-resegregationist informante wouild expregs
themse lves on the subject at this time, The renerel impression
peined from their statements was, "The people are waiting."

In July, pereons who were not members of the Resegregation Group
were still exprecsing the old ettitude that reszepgreration would be a

gnod thing, providinz it meant retting what they oonsidered the

re latively small numbey of people who were "stivY loye) to Amer foe”

out of the ocemp., One of the Jeranese dentists expressed himee if ag

follows;

"A grest deai of the problem would be solved if (WRA) would meke
up & train 1ist of &1 the people eligible for lesve olesrsnoe snd
heve n tredn movement to move them out. You cen't heve a camp 1ike
this, helf democratic and helf foroe, You heve to have digeiplines
gset the thing out cleorly, understend 1t end sppreciate it,

"We heve & lot of drsft dodgers here end & Yot who have committed
themse Ives just erough so they ¢®n get o plece to *tay and gee which
gide in going to win., TIt's thet sort of oowerdly bunch who ghould be
kioked out, Then, there's the groupr whom the lakkadeisicel attitude
of the WRA allowed to stey here from the beginning. They should be
kioked out too." 1/

Mr. Okeamoto, &n extremely congervotive kibe i, wrote to the
wiiter:

"I hear rumors from time to time that there are many loyal
persons wh should relocute or zo to snother camp still in this
center, I pw»xde peace and order is to he maintained, WRA should
take immedimte steps to remove such persons, Unless oomplete
gegregntion of segregees (tokes olmoe) in this center, we shall
not ses any hope for peace, By means of removing suoh pversons, I
believe WRA will hove a 1ittle more eagier time to enforece the laws
and oarry out administrative poliocy efficiently as a real segreeation
camp. It seems to me that @11 the trouble that we have had in the
past is due to entangled rumors, administretive policy and other
misunde rstanding " _2_/

The two attituies expressed ahove sre very tvoicel of the

public acceptence »f part of the propeesnda disseminnted by the
1/ ibid., July 12, 1944, p, 6,
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preéssure group, & propacands which was acoeptable to most of the
camp's populaffion becruse it coincidedw ith the or irinel emot ional
reaction of the transferees when, in Qotober of 1943, they found
that Tule 1Ake wes not the ideal, homogeneous camp containing
“people of one mind," which they had expeoted it to be, Here is
the rame expression from Mr. Wakeyame, one of the most importent
undercover leaders of the Resecregst ion Groups

"Itold Mr. Best: First you heve to expedite the rslease of
those who heve deolsred themselves loyal to the United States. . o
Thereé are many people here whose status is not cleer, Thev are
undertain, Some haven't enswered the questionnaire, Some came
here beoeuse of femily ties, They should be sent out. It's pitiful
(to separate families) but it ean’t be helpsd, You have to have
enother resegregetion here,"” l/

The Resegrecation Rumor

The rumor thet WRA wes plennine © resegreget ion raged throughout
81l of Angust, Some people were influerced to the extent thet they
begen to plan how they would reeck thedr thinge, It ocsused great
anguish of mind, 1In the firet plsce, nobody krew who would be
resegregated, the people “loyel to America™ or the people "loyel to
Jepan," The sienificent point is, nobody expressed e 1ikine for the

ides of Jlesving oamp except the erdent supporters or the lesders of

the Resegrcrat ion Oroup. The writer first ploked up the rumor on

July 81, when two nigei girls told her thers wes @ big rumor in camp

that the reseogrerants were to be gent to Poston, 2/ Trom then on

the rumor followed the common psth of & folk phenomeron: the plsces
to whioh the resegregees were to be sent ohenged until utteriy
fantestioc poseibilities were being eocepted; imaginory reports in
the newspepers or from the radic were 20cepted 2md spread as truth.
Some residents steted defiantly thet t hey were goirng to hold by
their decision to return to Japen even if it meant being sent to

1/ ibid., July 30, 1944, p. 9,
Z/ Told., July 31, 1944, p, 1.
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Aleske; someé swung to the other extreme and gsid that they would

relocate rether then be forced to move sgain,
Poston appears to heve heen the first center deoided upnn,
Mr. Okemoto stated on August 8:

“The last two weeks everybody is s8ying we might be resegregated
again, First they said Peston, then Alagke,"

Fig wife odded:

“They told me tiet they had heard it over the redios and seen
in the Examiner thet the people nre going to he sent to Jerome, It
s the people loyel to Jspen whe sre golng to be moved " 1/

On August 10 the two elderly issed women who cleaned the
writer'e room remeined stending in uneesy sdlence after they had
Linished their work, Sensing thot they hed something on thedr
mindg, the writer began a conversation, One sedd, "uiss Hankey,
811 the people ure taliing about having to go to Jerome. Is that
truet” The writer seid she did ot belfeve s0, The women were
very releawed, One added; "Peoole heard it over the redio end oup
blocks ar: very upset, Children were orying,” The othey said, "1
have woved four tlmes slreedy and I don't want to move egain, Jerome
is bed, they say, too much rain," ?_/

Mr. Yamaguohi appeared to be very unconcerned over the prospect
that he wight be Cfoyced to move egein, When he left the room,
however, his wife expleined thet he was just pretending, She didn't
want to move; neither did her wobher. "In faot, nobody wants to
move srain.," She gaid she 1rd hesrd thet the olimete of Jerome was
80 bed thet they were going to move the Americen solddsrs who were
supposed to he hospitslized there to Tule Teke and mo e the Japanese
to Jerome ,

“They say they snnounced it over ths radio., I think they're
going to beve trouble if they try to move ug,” 5/
1/ ibid,., Aug. 6, 1944, p. 4.
z/ m.. Aug. 10’ 1944, P- 1.
E/ m-, Aug- 11’ 1944. Fe 1.
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On August 10th, Mra. Pujimoto said:

"They're even te kinz about sending people to Alagke, Do you
think that's truet"

Mrs, Fujimoto did not want to go to Alesks or enywhere else.

By mid-August & fmirly strong reaction eeninst the idea of
resegregation begon to erise among the more ocongervative e lements
in the p::pulaflion. This wes most espparent e ong the 01d Tuleans
who had alays been rerarded By ae o bunch of fence=gitters by the
trensferees, The 014 ory, "We are a1l Jepanese, Why cen't we 1live
peecaably together hars," began to be rnised, Beforc the Resezrezation
Group finished it's coareer this attitude beceme the unrcoognized
slopgan of ot least 85 % of the comp's populstion, On August Mth, a
conservative old Tudean issel stated:

"The people that pemnined end came here did so for only ome
definite purpose, That is to go beok to Jepan, Thers shouldn't be

any resgegreration, But if a pgroup of pecple came up end demanded
Igl It mignt De best to Eive in." __I/

Another old Tulean issei gtated:

"1 feel everybody here ghould be considered Japeness, There ghould
be the same pollcy.*_zf

Ab 21d Tulffean nisei gir) seid;

"There are soms psocle 4in cmmp who are so eagsy to go to Japen
they're willing to jump right into the ocean, . , The ssgregeas are
always wishing to get thy suprcort of the Tule lakers in order to
make more trouble,." 3/

As far ag this young woman was comoarnad, she hoped the resegrezants
wottld jump in the ocean,

Another girl nf the same conservetive view hoped thst t herec weuild
be resegregntion and thot the troubls -tmkers would cet out:

"I do hope they do have resegregntion, Also the cemp is too
lerges The people do not kiow esch otler, It's & very minor ity
group that would 1like to run the caamp, The wen in thet group sre

very domimeting end nerrow rinded, They were nobodies on the outside,

.y, S G D e o Dy S e S S e G T W g

1/ ibid., Aug. ¥, 1974, p, 2,
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600,

Now they went to be something, Outside they were janitors or pesple
who worked on farms," 1/

Mr. PFujimoto remarked:

“There's enother group thet says, 'If I'm Zo‘ng to be réserregated
ogain, I'm going to get out.' You'd be surprised how many of them
there sre, , . What I'd Jike t o krow is what they (WRA) will oconsider
most importent (in determining who is to be reserrcgated), They'1l
probably ask one or two very silly questisns azain.” 2/

Meanwhile the rumor went merrily ons Oun August 21 K, expressed
an opinion which is #n alvoct inevitabls sccorpaniment of a widespread
camp rumor, i. e., that the sdministration bad started the rumor for

someé ourpose of its own,

“I know this is rumor - but to some extent the peopls want to
be certnin ahout it. There is talk going sround cemp thet people

will be sent out to Poston, Jeroms or Alaske, Many sre toking it as
just rumors,

"The Jepsnese here reseomned it out for themss lves. They're
sey ing thiss "The edministretion hgs sterted these rumors in order
to stop the Japenewe thet are seking lor resegregation, If they are
told thet they will be sent to an unpleasant spot like Jerome or
Poston, then those who have contemploted being resegregsted will
change their minls,

But those boys sey their minds are made up., They are 100% for
sepregotion, They'llg ledly go, If it's @& rumor, all right, If
the administraticn sends them to an uncomlortable camp, 0. K. too.
I'd gladly 1ike to o to Alaska, I've slsaye wanted to ses Alsska,”

K. then made nne of the first unsolicited statements comine from
a Japanese on the renwcistion of eitizensnip:

"If gbw Weshington bringe forth s questionmaire, whether they
wigh to becoue Avericen citizens or Jepenese - that wil) oclear the
issue., I thought they were goinz to answeyr questionne irss around
the first of mext manth.“.!/

A few daysg loter & kibei mnde enother reference to the
renunciation 3111, agein hoping thet it would serve to clear the
air in camp:

"First they say they're going to have regerregation, Then they
say they're not, T think magks i€ may be 2 rumer, The dematisnalization

D - S

1/ ibid,, pe 3.
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1w should be coming &long next month," 1/

Administrative Decision areinst Resegregeotion

Nn August 23rd Mr. Best returned from a oconference in San
Frencisco, bringing the news that WRA hed abendoned allthought of
resegregation. Dr, Opler and Mr. Robertgson believed that this
information should be publicized immediately, but ir. Best thoucht
it best "to keep it under cover for swhile," Drj Opler, however,

had aiready inlormed his steff, so the news of the decision bezan

to filter through the colony immsdietely, &/

Four days later, Mrs, watsude of the Resegregetion Group hed
already heard the news, She indicated thet her group wes not going
to toks it lyinr down, stating thet the group now hoped that the
Renunciation of Citizenship B11l, which she hoped would pass in
September, would force the WRA to teke gome esction, She said:

"We can't stey here 1ivinz topether like this, The school
situstion is bed emourh as it is, (She meant that the echildren were
not heing given sufficient instruetion in things Jjepsmese.) Some
peonle were gettinr 11 ready to move, They hod even rlanned whe
thay would give their apartments toe

“We figure something will heve %o be dore some time in
Saptember, That's when the denunciation bill will com thrrugh,

"I we atay here ag we nre, sanothey trouble is going to come
up. Tdon't know whether 4t will be as biz sg the first trouble,
We've been tolecrant encngh sbout the sohool here,” §/

About two weeks were pecuired for the ressgregotion rumor to
die down, On Anpust 80th, ® young nisei pirl expressed grest concern
over it,

"It's ebout resegrecetion, There ars rumors s11 sround, People
say they heerd it over the redio, A1l my friends sey they heerd it,
They sey 4t =411 be in October and Vovember end that we ere going to
Poston or Hawaii. Everybody is ta'king sbout it. The peoole realiy
be 1ieve it.

“Y don't see why they should do 4t (resszrszstion), In what
may conld thev do it? We'rec a1l supposed to be disloyal.
/ ibid., Aug. 24, 1944, p, 6,
/ T539., Aug. 28, 1944, pp. 1€,
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"A lot of people say, "Everything for Japen,' I em for
Japan, moturelly, but T don't exactly hate Amer iocs,

"1 wog certanin there mog going to bs resegregntion, You gee,
at Cirst gegrcgotion was & rumor, We wonderad and wondered, Then
it ceme true, Then people began to say that Tule Take wes going to
be the segrogation osnter. Still, it wagn't offioial, Tow we feel
that when 8 story zoes eround ldke thet, it's 1ikely to be true," 1/

On Septembey 4th, K, snid:

"Resegropet ion rumors sre quieting down, it seems., But I
henrd ehout it rrsdn today, A man ocame to sec me and he was
worrisd," 2/

A nisei rir1 smid on the same day:

"7 henrd geven more resegregation yumors 18st week, There are
g135 rumors sbout the Yee-Yes people reloeating, I heard 30 Jeft
jost weak, I think that those are the people who hed heer ings
(by the Appeal Roard), But X thore ore »till some in here like
my zirl friend who went to go out. I think there are stilla
griat mogy who want to go out,” i/

on the day following amother nisei girl said thatt he people

wore worrying ebout resczyregation ss much as ever, Topaz, Jerome,
Alaske and Hewe il were being mentioned, The feot that Vr. Dest
mog reported to hove visited vamzanar and Topaz had emnused gome
people to come to the concjusion thet these centers were to be
nsed ng seoonpdary segregation centers since 211 who wished to
gome to Tule Take eould not £ind room there, The informant added:

"1 gan't understend why gome peorle want to be resegregeted
so much, After all, we all onme here because we wanted to =o %o
Jacan, Thase "peoole’ will try to start some trouble if there is
no resegregation.” 4/

or Septembey 5th as wr, Currie was presidine st e meeting
of the Cooperative's Bosrd of Directorsy the ohodrmen olosed the
meeting, looked Currie in the eye and asked bluntly, "Is thers
going to be any resecregationt” 6/

After the middle of September the rumor wag heard no longer.

1/ ivid., Aug. 20, 1944, pp. 1, 4.
?/mo' Se?to 4) 194‘:] De 2.
?/m'r P e

T/ 7Tbid,, Sept. £, 1944, p, 1.
E/m., po-zo
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Dr. Opler suspscted strongly that there wes sotually something
behind the resegregstion rumor and that regegregoat ion was be ing
ser iouygly by the authorities in washington, Whether this is 80,
the writer does not know,

Administrative Conference with Resegregation Group

On August $0 Mr, Black onlled in certain promirent members of
the Resegregotion Group soid onnounced to them thet thers would
be no rescgregetion, The scokesman for the group forcefully
emphoagized thet t hig was a grent mistake and e¢n1led the decigion

arother of the stupiditiss of the WRA, Thersupon, ur, Black, mevay

@ very stable individual, lost his temper and told the mrouo to 2o

to hulls A% this time the resprosentatives were also given a lattesr
from Dillen Myer dated July 14, The two weeks de ey in the presentaw
tion of thie letter aroused a grest dea) of 4re among ths nexbyyy leaders
of the Resegregation Group, The letter follows:

UNITLD STATES
DEPARVENT OF THE INTER IOR
WAR RETOCATION AUT*OR Y

Washington
July 14, 1944
Tule mke Center
Fene1l, Celifornie

Gent lemens

Reference is made to your letter of June 7 end to your earlier
communiontion of April &4, oonverning resegregetion, The policies
under anich the Tule Talke mesregetion center is opsrated hove been
oarefully studied, both by weshington officials ené by the Froject
Direvtor st Tule rake, and the policies presently in force are
conrfidered fair end aquiteble,

M. Best, Project Direoctor, will be gled to take up with representatives
of the rcsidents of Tule Take, ary specific problems relating to the
administration of the Project, If necessary, Mr. Best wil) take
guch Questions up with washington, where you may be asgured of
oonsiderete ettention, I am sure ir, Best will be rled to discuss
with you the ounestions of resewregrtion o which your communioation
refers,

Sincerely,

D. B, Myer
Diresotor,
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Both the resulte of the conferenoe and the deley in the delivery
of the letter wmere¢ resented by the Resegregetion Group to a high

degree, Mr, Black's loss of temper was regarded mith superior

emugement as the type of action to be expected from & men of his

on'iber. Mr. Yeofshita ssid:

"Nobody will respect Block evymores And robody is to blame for
it but himself," 1/

The metter of the delayed Tatter was handled by writing a long
explanatory reply to ¥Mr, Wer, rointing out the oorelessness of Wr.
Bast and gurresting thet hercefter Mr. Wyer deal with the Resecregatim
Grour direotly, As Wrs, ¥atsuda vut it, "PFrom now on we are not going
to deai with Mr, Best or lir, ¥Myer, We will go hieher "

My . Campbell, the Froject sttorney, who alweys treoted Mr. Yamashitén
wixxangxuxk and the other nemhers of the Regegregetion Group .
gourteously, wos regerced highly by them, Mr, Yomekiita stated:

"Mr. Campbell is sltogether different {yom Mr. Teckliter, He
to1d me Bo hes goms here by sppointment of the WRA to earn the salary
of WRA, but he is olso here to help the people individuai1ly, 1T have
gzone to se@ him on gseveral oceasions and each time he gove me o
vary mnod impression that he was really willing to help the evacuees,
He is not 1ike wr, reokliter, who wes always lookinz for compensetion
for the help he mave," 2/

On his port, Mr, 0ampbe 1l told the writer thet he had bheen
{mprcssed by the honesty ond streight-forwardness of those members
of the Resegrezotion @roup with whom he hed come in contret, 3/

It ghould be smphesized herc that whatever may be ssid sbout the
motives of eertsin of the leaders of the pr-ssure grouc, the sincerity
and good fedth of the greatsr part of the members is not to de
doubted, They were comnvinced thet having mads up their winde to

returrc to Japan, it was obligetory on them to prepsre themse lves to

be of use in thet wuntry by proper study and, on the mrt of the

1/ ibid,, Septe 7, 1944, p. 1.
Z/ oI, '
E/m.. Sfpt. E. 1944. p. 3!
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young men, by physice! exercise, Orenting their desire to return
tc Jepen, the comapt was entirely logios]l, The foct thet these
people wors misled by their leeders and becswe the ignorant foroe
whioch cvontuall;}ngé;i:and mich misory upon the comp does not
detraot from thedr sincerity or their faith 4n the implicit justioe
of their ceuge,

The preocoupation of the Regegregotion Gronr with the
revunciation of eitigenghip which they balieved t5 he imninent was
expressed by both Mr, Yeamashita and Mre. ¥Metsude attthis time,

My, Yamashitn stated:

"We don't know how far this will po. Bixt certsinly those who

wish for immedinte repetristion to Japsn and ot the some time don't
Wigh to be inducted into the service or relocéte, wieh to renounoce

their ¢it .‘momth. We don' € know how many wi1l renounce the iy
cit izanghip,"

W, Yameshite then nglced the writer if penunciation of
citizenship wou'd 6 150 be permitted in other ecenters for those
persons who had repatristed but hed been unable t o come to Tule
ks, 1/

On the ~amg dey Mrg, Matsude inflormed the writer thet the

administration hod received o letter “rom Washincton relutirﬂ to
\

the remunoiation ol citizenship and had pngsed it on to the
Resegregut lon Groupe “he latter portion of the letter stated,
"We cennot predict the date when the regulstions will zo into
effeot,” Despite this somewhet diseppointing letter, Mr, Matsuda
wag happy and proud, becsuse the Resegregetion Group had been
permitted to establish an office im blook 6 4and had proeured the
services of & secretary and stenographer, Hs stated:

"We are being misunderstood by the admiuistretion and some

people, We don't want to foroe PG"Ele to g0 outj we just went ko

be geparate from thoge who retlly don't want o g0 bsck to Japsn," 2/
1/ ibicd ., sept, ',19‘.'.‘-‘ Pe 1.

Z/ (] p..sl
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The writer cesme to kiow Kr. Matsude very weli and believes that
the nbove statement is sincere. Wr. Matsuds wag 8 quiet, reasommble
fellow; it is unlikely that he had any pert in e dalikratu,
oonse icus ettempt to terrorire the camp propulat¥ém, Tater, it wap
even rumored by more rodice) members, that he mirht be ejeoted from
the groups He probably put Am more hard work and honest effort into
hig work for the Resegropntion Group then any other member, Wis
gincerdty ocnd steadyness commtrded respect.,

Kep, who hed nothing to do with the pressure grour, e1so made
a gtetement on renuncistion of citieenship ett his times

"Everything is guic t except for the fmot thst peocle cre weiting
for sotion on the remuncistion of citizenghip, If there nre people
who wil' renounce thedr citizserehip werely to egoepe the draft, it
would e a good think if the governmmmt went them first to Jepan =
then they'1ll ret drafter therc,

"When it comes tuv & Jinel showdown, T think most of them
will turn it down (Pefuse to renounee), Arnd those nbo really

renouivwe their citizenship aere truly at heart Jopsnese, ‘Roughfly
80% of the oamp here sre oitizems, I think if BO0%(of the citizens)

renouncs their citizenship, they'll be doing good, It way be less,.” _1_//

®his heppened to-be one of the very few times when one of
K's predictisne proved incorrect,

ATTITUDE OF THE FEOFTE TOGARD IO RESIJREG.TION EI_""_,‘CISIT,‘I

The administratisn mnde no immedirte mnvonncement concerning
the Cact that there woc)d be no resegregestion to anyone but the
Resegregation Group, The writer, conscious of the extremes amxiety
which the rumor was causing meny of the reégidents, asked lr. Compbell
why this was not done. 1Y, Campbell steted thet it wes the polloey
of the sdminisiration "nct to dignify a rumor by recognizing it

and thet denying this rumor would entail denying ony other minor

rumor which came up in the future," _2_[ When the people heerd the

truth, however, all showed siznc of happinesgs and relief, exoapt
1/ itid,, Sept. &, 1944, p. 2,
g_/ Irid., Sept, 6, 1944, p, 8.
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the memhers of the Resegregation Group, K, stated:

“If thet intent of the administration werz ennounced, it would
make ® great memy people fell better "

He werned, however, thot if those persons who really desired to
#d to Jepon were kept in the camp with the others, it mag eventuslly
going to lend to ser ious agitetion,

"But fs things look row, the rrditation will not receive strong
support. There are o ecrest meny people who siwned the resagrezation
petition (of April) hecruse they wonted to *emuin in onmp,"

Ko added thet he believed 4,000 wag 8 vory manerous estimate

of those people who res1ly wished to return to Japan," 1/

Iwo nisel pirle mere very g£199 when they heard the news,

"How we don't heve to pack ur and move ngain," they said, 2/

e Abe pointed out frankly thet only the Resegregation Group
were renlly in favor of reserregotions Ne 81so siressed that many
of the peofille who hec sipred the april petitior did rot wésh to
carry treir eigmeture o fer as lesving the center,

"Some people were hoping it would come throurh, espeoieliy the
stubboru people. ('Stubborn people' is Abs's polite term for the
agitotors,) BDut I alreys thought it was & rumor, T know zhet a
job it would be, transporting e 11 those pecrle durine war time,

"Ag I hove said before, the s'minietration nented to see
Just ho- the comp gen- 16 felt, o they created the rumor Pirst,
In Manzauar, the project direotor uzed to devy [else rumors, bug
here -nevey!

I t think there ore more then s few bundred reople in
camp who would he willing to tremsfer tc oanother camp,

"tote of peorle are seyins thet they would like to ohe nge
their minds on the petition (of April), 1Iots of zeocle didn't know
what they were signing, they sy, Tt wag written in very poor
Japanese," &/

Miss Tamekn stated:

"I'd ren'ly 1ike to e gome of those super-patpiots set
out of oamp,” :1_/
1/ ibvid., Aug. 28, 1944,
e/ Thid., sug, 31, 1944,
Thid.
4/ Thid,, sept, 1, 1944,
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In eerly September of 1944, K, tcld the writer that rumors were
about that everything was not going well between the leadinz spirits

behind the Sokoku Kenkyu Seinen=-den, This type of rumor persisted

throughout the ’ife of the organizatisr and hed & sound basis., But
in spite of constant jee lousy and disazreement on policy, the
organization contimed to grow in strength, suprorted by the loyalty
of its members and their childlike trust 4in the lesders,

"Idd hear thut something wasn'¢ funetioning pleagantly and
that they were rot melkine muoh progriss = that they were trvine teo
put %too many regtrictions evd demsnds on the nrplicents who felt
that if sueh is the oose they didn't ment to perticivate, , . They
(t1® leadere) mey egitete end ceuse @ 1ittle trouble, o »

“Idon't want to predict, bute s Jong as thines go on in this
way ond reople are not be ing satisfddd end the Sokoku Kenkyu people
do rot met thedir mish, troubls will continue to brew, 1/

That K, wans quite correot in hig contention that trouble was

brewine was avidenced by the remerks of tap of the recantly ra leaged

gstooclude deteirees who hnd become enthusisstio suprorters o the

mw Seiren-<dnn, M, Uchida, who meeapted the vosition of densho,

or leeder of the orgenization, steoted:

"Only resepregetion oan straizhten out this trouble. Ve
don't ment trouble herc, hut I'm gure 1t's ooming 1P there i3 no
resegregation, . o These fe lloms who sodd No«Yes or ¥Wo-No and ds
not repetriste fooled this country and feeled the government,
They should meke up their minde, We mist hsve resegresation or
there will rever he any pevce, WRA did not do sezrezetion rizht,

“Those neople who say they went to go to Jooen after the wey =
that's ost too, They shonld went to zo whepever the repatriate
boat oomes, If they segremntes ua, I thint that may it wonid be
pesceful, fThey can't refuse to go," 2/

Mr, Kato, snother detainee who oreferredt o work behind ths
soencs rather than teke & prominent office 1like W, Uohida, agreed
whole=heartedly with &y, Uchida,

B ot e s et oA e T Y o b X e s ot Aot mx ek Mg ket

ire, Yamapuohi, » non-resegrepgationist, mlgo stated that

e e e L T T T T ———

1/ ibid., Sept. 4, 1944, p. 1; Sept, 8, 1944, p,. 2.
Z/ T1id,, Sept. 8, 1944, p, 1; Sept, 11, 194, p. 2,
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resepgrecotion waes gtil’ an fmportant iesuve in camps
"people ere still tolking ® lot about rescgregation, We don't

know what will happen to us the next dsy," _1_._/

OPEll BREAK BETWEEY KAI-KURATOMI FACTION AND THE RESEGREGATICON GRUUP we

THE INDICTMEWN! THREAT == T[HE ATTEMPT TO ARING BACK MEMBYRS OF THE

NEGOTIATING COMUITIEE FROW SAKTA FE

Unristakeable hostility betwmean the Tauda~Nori faction and the

lenders of the Resemregetion Group on the score »f comoet itlon in

the sttempt to obtein the relense of the stoe'~de detainees had been
in existernce for eeveras] nonths, Almost immedistely after the
réleese of the detainees, this hoetility culmimted in an open
breel between the leaders of the Resegregation Gronp and Re.verend
i end kr. Kuratomi, The letliar two men joined forces w ith Tsude
and dori, takinz with them thedr supporters amonz whom were ¥itsuho
Kirmure, a judo bleck belt men end the greater number of the releosed
deteinees, Only fomp of the detoinees wont over Xk% to the
Resegregation Group, most provinent among them he ing Uchida
Koto., Teude hnd previousiy brought upon himegelf the strong
rescntment of the Resepgregotion Group beceuse he hed refused to sign
their reseprepetion pstition in April, For many mouths the
Resenreec tion Group hed flooded the osmp with rumors thet Teuda and
Mori veye dogs end, whether this wes true or not, it wes widely
acdepted throughout the osmp, Even K, weg strongly inclined to
be 1ieve it, Fe hinted st o group of doges in cemp end when the
writey ouestioved hiim further, he =malds

"phe men T referred to waerc Ysude end Mori (end omne other,
possibly Shirdzu or Kimurae), We don't kno® whether they ere working
for the peorle or Per the administration, If it is found that they

are working for the administration it will mo with them just ss it

P ————— R DL L ettt bbbt e -

1/ Eii_‘io' po 10
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hag ‘gone with the dogs,." _I_l_/
r o Robertson who had the closest oontect vith the Rescgregation
@roup of aiy member of the WRA personnel, told the vrit r that he
did not belleve thet Tsude was & dog but that he had been working
with 011 his might Cor the relence of the detoinees every since his
own relense from thestookede, Both he and the “ritsr ezreed thet

the gossip spresd by the Resegr-gation Group was cauged by

e
Jea lousy. &/ For this friendliness with kr. Tsuda the Regegregat ion

Group lost their oonlideves in ¥r, Robertson »nd ¥rs, Metsuds told
the writer on severn]l ocomsgions that they did uot trust Wobertson
any more. On Auguct 11, Dr, Opler remarked thet Tedde hed ocome to
sée him and had Lesu very worried, The hunzer strike weg in
brogress ond Tsude felt thot he was on the spot and feared
violenoe from the detrineess’ relatives, 3/

The fundements) but never expressed ressen for the spl1it
between the two faotions wes jealousy over the control of the
campe A minor esuse was eonfliot over the nttempt to ret those
members of the Negotistinrm Committee who hed besn sent to Santa Fe
back to Tule ke, ¥ai and Kuratomi eorpeted on ome hand with Keto,
whe had gone over to the Reserrepetion Aroup, The issue which
brouzht ebout the open split weg the refussl of the Jem‘ers of
the Resermregntion Group to give Messers, Ked, Mratori and Tsude
finanoda1 suppert when the m county suthorities threatensd to
indiet them for eonsrirscy to murder Mr. =it omi, A brsically
different viewpoint on resegregstion also existed betwaen the two
footions: Kai eand Kurstomwi heldd to thedr oridimal idea of OQotober
and lovember 1943 - to clorify the status of the canter residents
1/ 1bid., July 31, 194¢, p, 2,

-‘—/ 17—51', p. 4.
3/ I6Td., Aug. 11, 1944, p, 2,
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ard pet those peo ¢ loyml to Americe out of camp; the Rescgrecae
tionistes wished to s<t themselves epert from 811 thmse who did
not hold to their stringent concept of what loye ity to Japan
implied and, if recessrry, leeve Tule Impke for o mew locetion
which met their standsrde,

When Feverend ¥ai and ¥r, Kuretomi wers releassed from the

¢

stockade they 4id not, In the opinion of the ®esegregation Group,

show suffiolent gretitude for the effort atteh hed been expended
to pet thelr roleese, Whather they ever expressed oral thanks
is not known, but in the opinion of Mre, ¥stsuds they should
have issued & public statement of grstitude, Instead, they
relensed the followinr stotemant, wbhioh, 4t wil) be noted, thanks
the "justice=loving residents" and not the Pesegregetionists,

QUR GRATTIUDE AWD 7TISHES

TO THE RESICENTS OF TUTE ZAKE CENIER

P —— P ——— - ————

Withont any werning or aonounced yesson, the United States Army
with tenks, armored cars, mechine guns, etc, was called into

the residential ares of thies colony at the request of the W, B, A,
edninistration on the night of November 4, 1943,

I order to emse tension snd to re-sstablish normaddy in the
colony, the respresentstives of the residents undertook ths task
of negotiating with the Army officlels, However, the Army
abandoned and severed all relstion with esld represeatatives,

end subsequently started the oppressive and unlawful arrcestse
Under the unrest end the hendieap of gtriot orders prohibiting
meetings ~nd mass congregation, the residents, nevertheless,
strove to brineg this unfortuncte incidsent to sn amieeble end,

The resu’t wes Turther errests, and the number of persons srrested
reached well over 300, There wus no hope whetsoevey of finding a
golution to this ever-dorkening situation at the time,

Previously, the Japonese government hed sent s Tormel not of
protest deeling with the Tule rfake incident, It seems that the
guthor ities rerching 8 stete of confusion, reelized their
blunders, The gradusl relsege of the etocnkde oecupents wes
effgcted, snd on Aupust 12, 1944, the JIsst of the Jéooccurents
was released uneonditioms lly. Buring our long conlinement we
had t®o hunger strikes, rmever be'ng fearful of fighting for a
just ceuse and simeys upholding our virtuesas true Japenese.

how thot we ere & ok in the colory, we solemnly pledge ourselves,
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however ingignificent our efiorts mey be, to our fundamental
objective of establishing ¢ constructive snd peeceful community

here at Tule Take. In order thst this Tnecident which beocame
intermatiom ] in significemoe ord scope, come Lo & formel
conclusion, »e will give our most eernest e¢fforts in uniting

the femilies of the Issei sent to Sente Fe Dentention Statien

in eornection with this affedr, MHercofter, too, we eincersly

hiope that every pesicent of this center, menifesting the traditional
high idenls of our rece will oocoperete and work in unisen for the
peeceful funotioning of this center,

Furthermore, in conclusion, we wish to express our most hearfe 1t
gpretitude to 211 the justice-loving residents uhe had riven ug such
dilizent and soerifdiecim1 suprort,

Respsctfully yours,

fetsuo Abe Iormio Keazame Isamu Sugimoto
Takeo Hamamoto Yoshio Kobeysshi Isamu Uchida
8higeo Ishiigeami Yukio Kobayaghi Hikis Yamamoto

Shizue Kai Toshio Kuretomi Tokis Yemene
_Satoshi Yoshiyome e
BN ) | /
HOW tne Atner detnineas felt about this Astier is no

known, bk Wy, Kato resefited very mieh thet he woe not efnsulted

sbout /the document nof’ even asked to algh his nome, *
4 .
bly thess of gther detoinees wog fut on the dooufent without
/

is krnowledpe, %hs stateme nt mede §° 1ittle impresgion off the

peopls thet € writer did uot evgn heer of it untf two months

£
V4

gequence ,
following drametio fetter from Mr, Wakaya
September 5,

"Ian inrgbeint of your letter datpd the first and its
gontenkts noted

"Shall by gled to gee you some altdrnoon betieern the hours
of 1:60 snd Y00 p, ms 6t my office, Plleases tell fiy office zirl
or assistent/ to come ord ¢a11 me et my home if Y em not there
when vou coys,
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This letter was oowpoged ot o meeting at whioh a 11 of
the detainees were present except Wohide and Kato, Uchide
had to attend judo prectice; Wato was busy making oreparat iong

for his marriage, Accofding ¢o Fureatomi, both men gent nessages,

steting thet they were willing to comply with eny decision made
by the other detainees, tater, however, Wato told the writer
that he had not been consulted or esked to sign his mme, The
writer is inolined to be lieve Huretom! on this mat ter,

The statement mnde so 1ittle irpression on the people thet
the uriter did not even heor of it until two monthsg ter when
it was given to her by urs, Fujiroto. Mre. Pujimotothought it
wag of no imoortance whatever and looked upon it es oms of the
futile things done by "those guys".

The Thrent of Indictment

"rhe avents of this retter will be pelated in chronolog foa 1
sequence, On September Tth, 1944, MY/ the writer received the

following drametic letter from Mr. Wakayama:
September 5, 1944

"Iem in uo‘pt of your letter doted the first and itg
contents noted,

"Shall be glad to see you some afternoon between the hours
of 1:30 and 65300 pe m, 6t my office, Plesce tel) my office
zirl or essistent to com erd eall me at my home if T am not
there wheén you coune,




"7 woa called in by the Intsrnel Security Police yesterday
with my baby in my erm in their esy - remained in the o¢ar over 30
minutes in front of thedr office near the stoc'mde - and wes
brought beok without a1y explanstiosn or purpose of suech act,
Overheord thely oconversation that they will toke me last nirht
but they did not oome,

"Pew persons were questioned and detsined from 1:30 to
nidnite, I wag informed,"

The wy iter wos surpriced by the friendiy and polite tone of
this lettsr becpuse the first note she had received from Mr,
Wakeyams hed been b'unt to the point of insult, Seneing thet
gomething hed ococurred which lvd upset the netoriousg \r, Wakayama
grestly, the writer celled upon him immediately, He poured out
the followinz, somewhst incoherent storys The tale bscomes olearur
when it is premerbered thet Wekaynne XEEXXz0E himge 1f was not
quest ioned by the Internai Seeuwr ity but golpned hias information
from a Jepanese who wag, and thet the inkerjections about hig power
over the Jepanese rolice wame attempts to resssure himse1f that he
oou'd cauee the aduimistrotisn grest trouble if they proceeded with
any sction egeinst him, Incidentelly, the oolonial oolice were
very mich efrpid of him,

"the sowe dey T was taken 2 men from bloclk 77 wos teken in,
He wos on 0ld man 60 yesrs old, A friend of his wes 91s0 takern in,

“The Jepanese Colonial Pelice Chief came to see me when they
organized the Conlonisl Tolice Department, He to1d me he had made
on srrougement wnith the feucasion Interna? Seour ity officers that
there wouldn't be eny plokups unless they contected the Colonial
Police force fipst, He goid with thet underctandine we had
copseuted to run the Tolics Depsrtment, I sndd, 'Tt's a good
iden,' He said if they (the oduministrotion) breeks it's promiee
they will a1) resign,” }/

"Sc when this mon wag teaksn in T sent a friend to the
Jeparese Folic: Depritment, They =+ id they knew about it and
they were protesting,

"The ir suswer (of the cnucegian Interna) Security) was thiss
the Interrel Secuirfty snid, 12 we lkeep them over rirht we'll
I khis is true it 45 verv interestine thnt the Japansse Chief of
Police should contrat Mr. Wakaysme and explsin his vosition to
rir before scceptine the office,
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notify you., But nwhen we hare to question someone we will rot
not ify you,

"I heven't heerd any more sbout it, T don't think the
Jepanese Police Bepertment is very happy about this event,

"I I'm teken T told them to ¢81' ths Jepaneee Folice Chief
and demond the resipgrotion of all the policeme ng

"It seemed to me thet the protest hes worked., This men who
wag token in weas re Jeosed ot 11:30 p, m, 8nd T agked him what had
heprened, I scid, 'Did they cuestion you?' He s2id that the
person who quegstioned him was an outsider,

"This man (the Jopemese ouestioned) goid thet a couple of
monthe &¢o he astténded @ 7th yeor suniversery party ziven by hias
wile for her decensed husbond. ‘About ten or fifteen people were
thare,

"rhe questiourer szaid, "You people, before going into
the house, prthercd outside end werc telrine about murderine
geveln men begides Hiteri, You had an cremnisetion calied the
Blood nrothers Association and you signed your names in blood,
I 'ove the evidunce here, 'Your've craey,' ssid my Criend,

“He (the ouestionner) said, 'I've got everything you gaid at
that party.' Wy friend seid, "We didn't gsy enythine,' He said it
wag chiidish, My friend wes then sent into another room snd kept
therc from 1:80 p, m, until midnieht,

“T asid, 'Ther  rust b somebody reportine thines, Hove you
eny cuapicionsi' e se id, 'ves,'")

The faots behind this recital were thet wr. White, en

(W

imestigutd‘r/\ﬁﬂ Alturss Gotrmby hed come to the projeat to

eorduct & thorough investigetion of the Hitomi wurder. Many

individunlg were ouestioned, Wekeyems was probohly teken to

the TIntcrmel Security office "with his beby in his arms™, partly
to frichten him srd pert v to kesr hir from causine troutbls

whilse the investigstion wes proceeding, The guestionning over

the Dlood Brothers Association fg interesting beenuse st thig time
and loter there were vegue rumors in the camr absut a sertein
feratical 2zrous who had signed their mames in blood, Wakayam's
threat to force the resienotion of the entire Coloninl Police 12
he were inconvenievced, is the most signifiesnt part of the story,

e il i L L T T L L T m————

1/ ivid,, sept, 7, 1944, p, 3,
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It is probebly o buff but reveels cleerly his exsgzereted

opinion of his own importance and powsr amnd hig pattern of

actisn, Tater it wos shown oh several sccasgionsg thet the

Coflonis ]l Foldoa were veyy much afreid of him,

On *he next day George Furatomi wee plcked up and questioned,
when re leased, he wee told, "To tsl1l wrs, Vetsuds to zst resdy to
be arrested for conspirsoy,” The writer ploled up this information
from Mrs., Mtsuda who wos very excited and stoted thot Reverend Kai,
he yse 1f , oand Nesecrs, Kurstouwi, Tsuda, Oro, Jseto end one other man
were to be arrested for consciring Yo murder Hitemi, Nrs,
iatsuda wer busy pecking the articlies she dlanned to take to jail
with her el said, "I'm going to teke my lLeby with me too," -.'_L_/

on September 12, ¥r, Robertson oalled on the writer; he wasg
greatly shaken by the rews of the propreed indictments, The
action seqgmed ridioulous to him. Fs stateds

"They ere tellinz the colony that the administration hes
tothing to do with this, They ssy that the United States
k% District Attornsy snd the County District Attorney have
instigeted thie, but T don't be lieve §t, As I remember, when
Inderer (the district sttorrey) wes here, he looked ot the

body end sedd, "Well, he's murdered - if you xet any dope 1let
me know,'" W'

M. Robepteon nos strong1v inciined to the orinisn that
the threst of indictrent wees intended to frichten some ;evacun
into tomning stote's evidence., Me ®leo 5984 that one of the
men questioned had admitted that he “newm who killed Fitomi but
would never tell, 2/

On the spme day Mrs. Vatsude informsd the writer that the
district attorney had tol)d George FKurstomi that if he ocsme
boclk to oamp and gathered asz miuch information as possible on
the murdery, he himsel1f wopld be shown lenienoy, George is

1/ i;.‘i"‘-a, Sﬁptc 11, 194:’ B lot
E/ ![;m.’ Sa?to 12" 1g44. P- 10
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supposed to have replied, "Of oourse, 1'11 do enything T can
to help you sir." Mre. Metsude, who wap putting on e fine
ghow of bravado, remerked that she wes hrving two dresses
mede for herself and thet she intended to ™y herge 1f a new
hat to go to Jeil in, "pon't be silly,” said her hugband,
ghe pdded that 1f this grou; of people mere indioted 1t would
be un advantope for the Japenece government, eince it would
be one more exemple of fperdicen injustice and persecution
toword the Jepanese which Japan might maks vies of aftsr the
war., Mr, etsuds, however, appesred wore disturbed over the

fagt that iy, Hoycke had refused the Sokeku Kanlyu Js ingn=dan

KN the use of & vecreational hall for an office thsp over hig
wife's immenent arrest, Mr. Maycke refused the hall en the zround
thet the srzenization did not intend to use if for recreational
purposes. This weg untrue, soid Mrs. watsuda, bzosuse the

or zenizgat ion planned soolsl gvents snd trogk meets, They now

hed 800 members asnd expected the orzenizetisn to grow to

r— e

1(}00.1 The folio ne k:,{*,“ wes mailed to ¥r, Res iz of the

Amey loan (‘;7 liberties Un¥on, acking Tor /eeeistonce and

advice in phe matter of the indictment:

/ ‘

‘ 4 / September 12 ,//1944

/'l ',“ /

. Bynest Desig /

Direftor of Northerp Ce 'ifornis /

A. €, 1.U,

san frenciseo, Ca)Yiforris

Desr Kr. Bealg: ,,/ /
/ f

At this ’:}41@ ~lense socant ouy belated gratit de for
the rost humsne snd understonding Anterest in our pohalf
osncerning thy stockade problem, [here hee been Ywo wneeks
gince complets releasement of the jstookede and we/ the residents
are very happy of liquidntion of fhe stockede snd its problema,
Once agoin, mish to thenk you for|your kind ettitude in behslf

- ......_.A...—_...‘-_.--..._.......--_—_.‘_-.._-... —— - - - S =

l/ i—"‘-‘ﬂ'lo, PP« 2-C,
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P Because of this indictment a ger ious disagreement took plmoce
between ¥r, Kuretomi and the Resegregetion Group leaders,
When it sppeared as if the indiotment were imminent, Kuretomi

decided to initiate sction which woud bring a lawyer to the

aid of the mooused. Accordingly, he wrote s Tetter to My,

Besdg, éxplaining tot indiotmeut wes threstered end requesting

thet ir. Begir secure the services of the beat aveilable
oriminal lawyer, This letter Xurectomi enduced 511 the threatened
peovle to sien, But beosuse of ths hosti ity to M, Tsuds, the
developements were very interesting,

"When I sot the signatursa, T went to Mr. Ono's -lsce last .
¥r. Ono wee surprised to see that T had lirs, ¥atsuda's sigratnre
and vary hegitatinzly, he gigmed the lotter, oOn the way home I
stopped at Mr, Uchida's piace, There I was told that Ono hed
boasted to Mr. Uehide that under no oiroumstances would he sign
any statement if it onused him to be Tinked with Mr. Tsuda, So
riznt then I felt thet tomor row morning gomebody was going to
come %tc my place,

(muratomi meant thet he knew then that the anti-Tsuds people
would get together and figure out some way of petting Tsuda out
of the pioture,)

“The next morning at 7:00 A, M, the Soibon-iin oame. They
ware prather peeved beocnuse I didn't eonsuTE FRew Tefore I went
around and got the gignotures, To pet rid of them T threstened
them, saying, 'This is an indictment for nmurder end you mey be
involved as the beokers of murderers and you gentlemen mey be
put on the srot. Then they wanted to retroot everythine and
scpamued out of here es fest as possible, They told re to tear
up the laetker of September 11 #ith the sigmetures on it, s0o
wouldn't have their signatures elonzside of Mr, Teuda'e,

"Pifteen minutes 'oter they ceme back ond agked me to give
them a oopy of the letter so they @ vld hire & luwyer, I gave
them & oopy of the letter, They did this to leove Tsuda's name
out of it,

“Phen they came beck with my letter and seked me to eigh
it toos I said, 'I may be a fool, but I'm not g-oine to sign
that Jetter thet I just typed out, 8e I typed out another
letter and sent it to Mr. Besig with oy reme, Kai end Teuda,” 1/

S SRS G e S g S S g T D . S e ©F SRS GP e

1/ ibid,, Mar,. 6, 1946, p. 4.
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Mrs, Matsude told the writer @ rether different version
of this story. Her rether disjointed tsle oonteins severasl

interesting ettitudesw hich beor no reletion to the indictment:

the ides of meking "outcasts" of persons who did not behave as

the leaders thought they should, the regentment of the group
beosuge they w re not ghown pdequate gretitude for their

efforts in




619,

behe 1 of the deteinees, the scousation that Xsi and Kuretomi

foolishly tried to orgenize the "whole center” in November
1943,

"we11, we've been hesring bad thinzs about George (Kuratomi),

It seems the pesple in his blockers tryine to kick him out. (The
wr iter doubts this,)

“In & wey, Reverend kai and Georgs are outessts now,

“"We posve them full cooperation, #e thought we owed them
gird, fhen they cfme out of the stocksde they d dn't 1ive up
To thedr perpose end gird end ocooperation, They were independent.
They took stepa to tie up with Tsuda,

“When thare were thoge indicktment rumors, « » Tsuda, Tl amd
Kuratomi mpread the rumors and tried to get the Pesegregetion
Group to put up the money for Tsuda, They snid they would put up
the money for Tsdde if he reelly needed it, but he wasn't o
merber, Of course, the Resegprerntion Croup didn't do this in e
meat ing, Lut thet wes mhat was 30 the air, (This implies that
the metter wag settlsd by the lesders,)

"reuda didn't teke any sotion with us, He wasn't Japanese,

We knew the indictment was 7 ishy enywsy, (The letter to
Mr, Begig beiles this statement,) Ko wented our {ipancisl
gupporte Certein peorls who beve dong ® 1ot ko get Ir. Besig
here¢ went to Kurstomi snd ssid, "You and Reverend kel are
members of the Resegrepstion Gyoup, And we're sorpy beaeause if
you take sotion with M, Tsuda, we carnot support you,' George
and Reverend ¥ai seid, "You folks sre tod darp narroweminded,
So Beorge and Kai sare outcastse

o
4

"Besides thdy ghould heve published s statementas soon s
they got out, thepnking the people for thedir support snd for the
money. But they didn't give a word of thauks, Incteed of
thanking the Seibsneiin-kei (the group which ealled the A,C,.1.0.)
they didn't even think of this. In & lot of instences, they
didn't 1live up to Japenese mAnNNEYrSe

"fhey think ws took the wrong ection ard they believe
sverything Tsuda seys, Even Reveryedd ¥ei - none of his
congregaticn got o see him, They soy he's too Jdern conce ited,

"#¢ think Iovembeyr 4th was these boys' feult, They tried
to organize the whole center when they fdn't even knowm what
kind of psopls the center wes composed of, TIf one of them wag
elected to & position, one of the others would be jeelous and
would inu, They should eve congidered thege thirgs, They
were too ambitionz, Of couyse, we alveys say thet WRA csused
the riote o o Dut If these boys hedn't been too smitious.

“rhe least they shnuld sty is to sey to the peoplas "Due
ts our carelecsmess end yorth we were sorry tc otuse such e
ddstur ance smong you,' Out of courtesy Reveren? Kai should




have dom that, Of oour-e, we oesn't outspeak and ask him to de
it. But he ought to, He didn't Jive up to our expectetion,

"If they hed steyed quist it would have been a1 rizht;
but they took sides right sway with Tsuda," _1_/

When Kuretomi heard this vepsion of his aoctions, he ssid:

"We easked no one for materiam) aid in hiring & lawyer, oOur
fee1ing was that gince gix or seven peocie were to be indioted
for the seame oharge against the same man, and al] were Japsnese
in my eyes end 1lived aithin the compound, T felt it was ohly
natural and just to ask everybody to write and hire a lawyer if
nece sSary ¢

Vr. Tsuda who was pregent at this interview, added rather
indigrant ly:

“I don't Bmve to sek saybody to zive me aid or lamyer's
fees. I'11 do it myse 1f "

8aid Wr. Kuratomi:

"And if I remember corréctly, most of the 500 dollars
come from Mr, Tsude apyway." f_/

Az for the matter of not ehoxing sulficient gratitude
to the Saiban-iin, Kurstomi told his gids of the storys

"pfter we ceme out of the stockade they hnd this what do
vou call oomn ‘ttee for the low suit « the Saiban-iin - and
furthermore, the responsibi ity rested not™With thew but with
the detsinees in the gtockade, If things went OK, they'd get
the oredit, but il they didn't go OK they'd get no bleme,
Then, as & result of the threat of 8 1law suit from the ACW,
WRA turned us loose,

"Afker we were relessged 81l of us detminees hed & meeting
with the Saiban-iin end thapked them homestly, it was quite an
emicable ™eetings nepgording the 500 dollars colleoted for the
law suit it was not go much & part of the Resegregation (Houp
it oame more from the earliest efforts of the Saiban-iin," _3_/

In any cese, Kuratomi sent off his latter which was also
signed by Fal ond Toule and ¥r. Matsuda and ¥y, One sent off
the letter they had enveigled out of Kuratomi after making e

few vinor ohenges, The letter mailed by W . Matsuda follows:
1/ ibid., Oot. 9, 1944, pp, 3-4,

“_/m.’ yar . 6. 1945 » P- 4,
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September 12, 1944

Mr. Ernest Besip

Director of Nertheyn Celifornie
A.C, L.T,

Sen Francisco, Californis

Dear Nr, Besig;

At this time nleane socept our helsted gratitude for
the most humene and understendine interest in our beha1f
concérning the atoclmde problem, Thsre han bHeen two weeks
gince opomplete re lensement of the stockede end we the regidents
ere very happy of liquidation of the stooksde and its problems,
(This "we the residents™ statement mes not used by Kuratoni,)
Once again, we wish to thank you for your kind attitude in
behe 1f




. [ &
e32s, 7 ‘ ('J
ol both intcrmnees and residents in general,

Howover, we w re informed thot sometime next week the Grand
Jury of JModoe County will indict about haif a dozen evaocuees on
choerges of murder and conspirsey to murdsr, which scourred July
2, 1944while the stookedo wes still in existence, And we are not
in rece ipt of summons or subpena 8s yet but we should expect it
aeny dey,

You are familier with the condition of the ocomp, Some of
us wore taken to the Madoc County Jsil for prelirinarv findines
of the foot pertedining to the murder, We feel that there may
be & doliberate attempt on some individuals to cons-ire aradinst
us, Of course, we ore posflive thet ary sooolled "svidence®
compiled sbout us 1s Loged upen rumers and mot the e edc Pocts
of the cuse, We 8re amxious tc clenr surselves " suy and such
disprocsful cherpges directed toward ue, Therc are eéntirely ton
many idle telk [losting sbout in the center a.d such telks may
greatly dnjure mony porfeetly innocent regidents, We are suspioious
thet there is s 1ink betveen Mr. Best's stookade complex and the
murder imvestigation which eventually brourht us into the murdey
ploture, Por this resson we esrmestly reguest your visit,

Also would it be possible, therfore for you through your
sgspointion to soduire us the best aveilable eriminal lewyer to
fizht this cogse in our behelf, Te wvre ot a loss as to our pree
parntions for this omse, Will you sugmest our attorney to visit
us so thet he may be hetter suprlied with the faots?

Azedin we wish to thenk you deeply for your sincere afforts,
We are waiting for your fevoreble recly,

Very truly vours,

Kozue Metsuds
Gentaro Ono

Mr. Tetsunorl Oseto weg errested today, Sept, 12, A, ¥, again,
He has requested {for your sgsistence in the same manner as ahove,

this metter, )/ Thig mes not oﬁtiraly aen exsgrsration, since

’, /
no Jepanesu gxpresced hiwr¢1f/&n favor of thig imdictment,

/
because of this Zhdictment thaﬁ the dignereement
/

/
between Reverend ¥edl end Wr. yhrstomi erd the Fesopregation
Group legders. Whenit oppeared pe if ths indiotment was fmminent, Kai
; ] E

end Zursatomi sprroached the pressure grouv leeders and asked for

. e e = T S —
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funde to hire 8 Jswycy on hehalf of those thre{tcn«d. The group

-

was willing to v ie money for mmi arg/fhrd\pmi, bspduse they

S

were duss peyine merfhers of the Resezredrtion Croun\but refuced to

/
g

v V4
assist Tsuda, gMing os reason t Jhct that be was nob e wember,

4
ol omd omi then steted thgt/if no help Ki;e ziven Teuda, they

wol ld :cﬁ/fovovt he lp efthey, ‘Thie\lesu1tad in an orven break

S— . 5,,5}-',/". Doinn ik AT
bhetreen the two parties, Vicious gossiv (wars rrobehly spreed

by both fections, but the uriter piocked up ~ore which gprand

from the Resepregntion Grom and blsckendd the reputnt ions

of Kel, Xuretomi, end PTsude, The erdinery camp regident wes
inclined to ﬁelieve or ot Jeast to repeet both strecme of
rroperende, Kl was onlled o Communist, Al] three men were

enllad mamblers and drinkers and were accused of hodinr a

rpeng of boys under thedir contros! whom they were leadine inte
lawless actions The cohlef topic of roseis acainet the Resezrepatim
Group wes the constant rumor thet the leaders eou’'d not get 2long
together and weps on the verge of eplitting up, This 18tter rumop
was spread not only by the Xai-Ruratomi fection hut also by e group
of irdependent people who hed strongly suspected the motives of the
Resegrigatisn Group from the heginning of thedr activities, The
wrdter, with her close connection with the Reserregation Group,
repeatedly founi evidence that this jealous sauabb1line between the

leaders was going on,

L { Lory of the disecrecement over tﬁ;‘\ﬁ““ﬂﬁ

/

1ndictmeut/£9*c from ¥rs J/ wetsudas The rofher disjointed tele

contoins 74:& el other interesting nttituﬁsg:.tha dden pof

vho do not kuncur to the mishes
/

recentment of Ahe group becsguse
/

they vere not shown oequoate gratitude for their efforts on
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heve done that, OF c ourse, we g8n't oulspesk snd egk him to
do it, Dut he onght to. He ¢idn't )ve up to our expectat ione”

\

\
"0/ they tsd stoyed quiet M would kave been e11r iehts bat
they tdok sides right ewsy with/Thtde m ¥ .
' 4 \‘ ———

/ P

/ The gener-q focte of t{l:-i's ctory\gere corroboreted by several
other informante, “yr. kdto s1so stated ‘dhet ¥rs, Ked hed incurred
the resentment of tl)( geecreget ion Group belqré the stockede

/ y
detainee sy wore yelensed 1% s¢ she haed bgen/curWhsnd rude to a
/

4

/ /
deleration of/relstives workine for re laﬂ/é when thewr ned called

ot her home, &/

———

Probably before snd certuinly ofter thie split, tine Keie
wayctomi faction began to sugment and organize their gzroup ef
follomers, This was done with great secrecy #nd ezution,

The Resegregotion Group, however, saw to it thet rumers of the
conr,:)"-’/c‘nti:m of this "dengerous group” reached the esrs of

the administration, Tt was supposcd to be ¢8lled the Dei Kiprvon
Seinen=der end meny regideuts believed ju ite existence, Lire. Ko
seid:

"¥ei, Kurotomi, Mori end Teuds ore behimd ths ped Hicpon

geinen-dane T've been hesring th't they've been argenizaing ite
Sednsnedan Ten dsys ago they cleimed they bed 100 memberse” &

Nhaethey this group wrs ever formelly orgerized is oot
known, That Fai and Yurstomi herded & strong inform1 oreanization
there oen be no doubk, It is slso Very probnble that durioeg this
per iod snd up to December whew the Departmsnt of Justice crrived om
the sosne, the administretion looked favorably upon the ant ipathy
betreen the tame groups, hoving thet they would irhibit eson other
gnd that neither would grow too stronge

prxiarxt piyxps g il

At the time when he ®es tircatsned with indictwsnt, M.

- —— - - - - - - - - -

1/ ibid,, Qote 9, 1944, pPe S T
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620 A.
Kuratomi expregsed hig views as followg:

"1 have seen the statement myself, agousing me of murdey
and oconspiracy of murder and asking the oounty gzrand jury to
indiot me, One thing, I em more or les® on the lookout for a
frameup, I'm playing safe and em gcing to have a lawyer come
in and go over the situation., If they try to conneot me with
this, I'm going tc heve a real disillusionment in Amer ican dewmocraoy .

"At tc Kodoo County Jail T made this stetement: 'It would be
very herd to apprehend tw murderer in this cemp, There is no
gooperatisn hetueen the Caucasion personnel end the Japanese, The
chief reason is the great fence ¢y that r. Beest hes put up at
governmnt expense," 1/

No indioctments were aver made., Wow was the writer ever able
to zot 2wy informetisn on why the sotion hed been eontsmpleted or
why 4t wegs suddenly dropped, Kurstomi carried on s correspendence
with Mr, Besig ond sent him 500 dollars as a retainer, By September
29th the motter was ologed, for by that time it was apparent that

the suthorities d41d not intend to teke any adtion,

Parts of the corrcgpendence oan be ingertedhere if it is thought
advissble, It is interesting chiefly for Besig's advice as to

the umimefipdx " luwleee enforcement of the lew” whioh WRA permitted
the district attorrey to engege ‘n, F. H.

e o U g S S S - W e e S SeeRE
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furatomi sxpressed hisg vievs ss follows:

"I heve reen the stetcment myse ¥, secousing me of murder
and conspirecy of murder snd ssking the county grend jury to
indict wme, Ome thinz, I am more or legs on the lookout for a
fromeup, I'm playing safe ord em going to heve a Ilawysr come
in and go over the situstion, If they try to oonnect me with

this, I'm going to heve o resl digillusionment in Amerdconm
democracy s o o

"At the iodoe County Jeil I mads this statement: "It would
be very hord to spprehend the murdeper in thie comp, There is
no copperetion between the (aucpsien personnel end the Jopanesea
The chlel reason is the pgrest fence that Y., Rest hos put up ot
povernment sxpense.”" 1/

No indictments werc ever made, Nor wes the sriter ever
eble to met Ax® any informat ion on why the motion had bheen
contemplnted or why it was suddenly dropped.

The newg that the indiotments were about to be mede did
ot sprend through the camp ss ¥epidily mag might be expected,
Most informents volced the opinion theot t hey believed the persons
sconsed hud nothine to do with the murdey, Uio ons sppesred Very
mich disturhed thot & possible injustice misht be done, A few
congsrvotives, who lived in the sameé bloek 25 one of the scoused,
sgemeéd yelefved *o think that the suthoritiss had thrown a soare
into the Reserrepotion Group. K. ststed:

"7 think they (tiw suthorities) ere jusl trying to pmet
something on somebody. , o They mey use third degree methods if
they cennot get informotion eny other way just s> they cen find

somelody and sey they did it," :/

Yammguohi wes guite curious over the rumor of orrests, but

steted that the people didn't kuow shet it wes all sboute 3/

Severnl other indorments showed the some resction, expre gsed no

opinion, but wented to krow the détalls of the accugation snd

who wes moing to bs taken, M. Okamoto snid:
"1 don't think thet Kk8i and Kurstomi eauld have been
D . Ty W gy R g W e S e Y D e S e e - - g v .
1/ ibid,, Sept. 18, 1944, pp. 7, 1l.
e/ T6W,, Sept. 8, 1944, p. Co
o/ Toid., Sept. 11, 1944, ge 7o




conected with that murder oase," 1/
On September 19, when the news had heen ahrosd for almost
tho weeks, M, K, snids

"Phe people ere peing 1o sttention to 4t, They sre ledting
it mo from one esr o theother, I think they'1l weke foole of
themse lves if they srrest those men,"” 2/

A nee!r Yoter he gteted:

“If they (¥mi, Kurotomi npd Tsude) “re srrested s the ones
who engineered the murder, I think the admipistration will make
8 leughing stock out of themse lves," 3/

Mr, Yamastita, who must heve been one »f the men who refused

¥uratomi the morney for en attornygy, msde the fol1lwing interesting

stotement 3

"J think ¥, Kuyatomi spresd out the rumor and eveyybody pot
worrded very mich, I told them if they sre indicted they wil)
have plenty of time, PFirst of a1l thsy will be given a summons,
Even if they sre imndicted they will be releesed immedistely,
After they are relezsed, they can sue ageinsl tederer and the
administret ion Cfor dndicting imuocent people.

"if 1 were in thedir position I would not heve nired e lawyer
beanuce I krow from my wise thinking thst they will not send out

o sumrong.” &/

The kroject to Feturn ths Iesed Wegotimting Committee Members Lrom

S?ntﬂ »'a ™

On the relesse ol the nissi stookade detainges in late Augast,
their {irst expressed petb of sotjon wag to obtein the return of
the men who hed been gent to Senta de in Juiy snd, hevine thue
brourht beck @11 the members ol the Negotistine Committese to
Tule 'eke, proceed to resigm, Thedir ohief oo ntention wos that
ginoe they, as nisei, nnd besn re leesed unconditiore1ly, the
internment of the issei members of the Wegotisting Comrittee
imp14ed thet they hed committed e wrong lor which tley were being
linid., Sept. 15:-z;;::“;;:“:: i i "

g7 1"3_'1n_,, Seot, 19, 1944, p, .1'
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punished, The nisei membere remeining in Tule rpke cound not
resign nithout complately clearing the nemes of the interned

igeei, To do ego wonld be to show o reprehensible Isek of obliration
or giri,

In this matter, homevey, the factione) gplit e1so made itgs
apnenyance, Kni and Kuretomi omd some of the relersed men wor ked
ag » oommittee end Xato worked ceprrotely as & representot ive of
the Rescgregation Group, Kuretomi annonpced hieg inteunti-n of
devoting himse1f ton this ceune soon ofter his release Trom the
stooknde, stntine thot the people 4n cemp wers very anxdious to have

an sent to Sante Fe, This wes an exspgrerot ion,

"our (nisei) releare is unconditionel, They (diesel) aere sent

to sante e just beosuse they were aliens, How conld their return
to Tule Inke bhe gapedited?

"y, Best promised us in front of Weyme Collirs (.88 18,
sttorney) that he's willing to meke t«ny recommendsti ns pertainine
to these issel returning to the cempe

“fthe peop'e have ¢ very firm ides ghat the issei sent to
Santr e nre just ng intocent ag the nieeli relesged sutrieht, I
knowm one or two families neve reccived ‘etterg thot the Justic
Depurtment is willing to return them,”

Kuratomi ended by seying thet if this metter were rot clesred

up there would he no pesoe in cerp, 1/

gr, Kato who was uow &n enthusisstic member of the Resegregatiom
Group expressed similor sentiments:

"We (Negotisting Committee) will nrot resign even if we go baak
to Jopon unless the &6 men tye returued fror Ssnta Fe, I they
return our job is over end we Will present our mess resignation ag
onoe, T we pegign row the people will repaord ug as cowsrds end
our nams will be dirt,

"It My, Best does not see me (on this watter) the cmp will
be in on uprovr,” 2/

If cither of thege men really believed thet the residents

wonld make any trouble if the wem did not coms beck from Sants
e ——— - - gy g 0y U e e S G
1/ 4 i ) ;"‘Gi't‘ ln' l‘.)‘w';’ Ele 1'-8.
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Fe, they wira very much mistaken,
Mr. Best's attitude towerd the return of the internees was
obte ined from Mr. Robertsones Kato contacted Rebertson ané ssked
him to sound out Best »on the metker, Best told Robsrtson that
there neg sbsolutely no choncs for the return of the men, Moreover,
the men in Santa ®e dld not wish to return to Tule Tske but preferred
to join tledr femilies in Crystal City, This haprened to be true,
al thoush 4y, Robertaon implied to the writep that the men in Senta Pe

hed beew to21d that their ohsnches of exchenge t: Jepan wou'd be

improved by their trensfer to Crystel City, 1/ In s loter conversstion

Robertson steted thot Best bnd informed ¥ai, Xurntomi end the others
thot “RA hed hed nothing to do with the trensfer to Senta Fe and that
the men had been removed entirely Wy the Deposrtment of Justice,
Thereupgon, the committee showed Dest o letter from tha Department of
Justios, whioh steted thet in the crse of at leaast one of the men,
they were willing to s1lov his return to Tunle Ihém.lif On October
4th Wr, Best cranted the comnmittes of ex -gtookide detoninees &an
interview, geaing a1l o them but Mr. Kato who, for o reason whieh

mes never exp'nined, wasg foroed to havs en interview slone, The

only sccount of this intoyview come from ¥rs, Vetsguda s

"Argy (Sugimoto), Reverend ¥el and George (Murstomi) went
to se¢ Mr ., Boste o o They hod received their ansmer from the
Rex¥% Justice Deportment, This letter gald thot they (the Just lee
Depte) didn't osree They sald 1t wee the "Ri office in Tashington
who wes opposing it, If they could set the oonsent of the projeot
dircotor it wes a1] right (to send them baeck),

"¥Wr. Best started ovt by soying thot he con¥dn't do snything
about it. They showed him the letter, HWe goid he hodn't krown
about this, He ssld he would have to cory the letter end comgult
I"\r- chron

Aconrdineg to ¥rs., yetsuds, ¥r, Best also showed the committes

B letter from Senta Fe which said thet seven of the 1ssei gent
3/ 1bid,, Sect. €1, 1944, p, &,
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