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r i ght  f o r  t he gover nment  t o i mpound t hem. We expec t  t hose who 
d i d s i gn f o r  r epat r i a t i o n or  expat r i a t i o n t o be r el eas ed i f  t hey 
app l i ed pr i o r  t o t he dat e t he gover nment  des i gnat ed . W1 

Mr . Abe s a i d : 

" I f  t he boys wer e l oy al  t o t h i s count r y peopl e t h i nk t hey 
shoul d be ar r es t ed. But  i f  t he gover nment  t r i es t o c ons c r i pt  
t hose who s ai d "No " t her e wi l l  be t r o u b l e . "2 

On J u l y 27, t he c onf i denc e of  t he r es i dent s showed i t s e l f  

t o be wel l  p l ac ed. The case agai ns t  t he young men was di s mi s s ed. 

The f o l l o wi ng announcement  was made i n t he Newel l  St ar : 

27 F REED; DI E PROCESS- Of f  LAW NOT ACCORLED -  J UDGE 

Di s mi s s al  of  t he i ndi c t ment  c har gi ng 26 J apanese Amer i cans 
f r om t h i s cent er  wi t h Sel ec t i v e Ser v i c e Act  v i o l at i o ns by U, S . 
Di s t r i c t  J udge L o u i s E . Goodman at  E ur ek a, C a l i f . , who r u l ed t hat  
an i nt er nee o f  t h i s cent er  was not  accor ded due pr oc ess of  l aw 
was r epor t ed Tuesday i n t he Her a l d and News , Kl amat h F a l l s , Or e . 
da i l y . (27 wer e ar r es t ed her e and t aken t o Eur ek a l as t  week . 
Appar ent l y t he cour t  dec i s i o n cover ed a l l  27 and not  26 as t h i s 
news s t or y s t at es . A l l  27 men have r et ur ned t o t h i s c ent er .- - Ed. not e 

Rul i ng i n one c as e, t i oodman s ai d t hat  t he i nt er nee was i n 
cus t ody under  a p r es i dent i a l  c i t a t i o n and " i s under  t he ci r cum-
s t ances not  a f r ee agent  nor  i s any p l ea he may make f r ee or  
v o l unt ar y , and hence he i s not  accor ded due pr oc ess i n t h i s ver y 
p r o c eed i ng . " 

Hi s dec i s i o n s ai d " i t  i s shock i ng t o t he c onsc i enc e t hat  m 
Amer i can c i t i z en be c o nf i ned on t he gr ound of  d i s l o y al t y and 
t hen, whi l e so under  dur ess and r es t r a i n t , be compel l ed t o ser ve 
i n t he ar med f o r c es or  pr os ec ut ed f o r  no t  y i e l d i ng t o such compul -
s i o n . 

The j udge s t at ed whet her  an i n t e r n ee ' s conf i nement  under  t he 
p r es i dent i a l  or der  " i s l awf ul  or  not  i s bes i de t he q ues t i o n . " 

"The i s s ue r a i s ed by t h i s ac t i o n i s wi t hout  p r ec eden t , " 
t he dec i s i o n po i nt ed o ut . " I t  must  be r es o l v ed i n t he l i gh t  of  
t he t r ad i t i o na l  and h i s t o r i c Angl o- Amer i can appr oach t o t he 
t i me- honor ed doc t r i ne of  due pr o c es s . I t  must  not  gi ve away t o 
over - zeal ousness i n any at t empt  t o r eac h v i a l  t he c r i mi nal  pr oc es s 
t hose whom we may r egar d as undes i r abl e c i t i z e n s . " 

As s i s t ant  U. S. Di s t r i c t  At t or ney Emet t  Seawal l  ent er ed 
an exc ept i o n t o t he dec i s i o n , keepi ng open t he way f o r  an appeal . 

"̂i bi d. , J u l y 20, 1944, p . 1 . 
2 i b i d . , J u l y 24, 1944, p . 3. 
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T h i s dec i s i o n was r ec ei v ed wi t h gr eat  r e j o i c i ng i n t he 

c ent er . No ver bat i m s t at ement s wer e o bt ai ned. 

V I SI T OF 'i 'Hb S r M I S H CONSUL 

On J u l y 28, Capt ai n Ant oni o Mar t i n , t he v i ce Spani s h Consul  

v i s i t ed t he p r o j ec t . The pr ospec t  of  h i s ar r i v a l  pr oduced s c ar c el y 

a r i pp l e of  i n t er es t  among t he o r di nar y r es i den t . The peopl e 

had come t o t he c onc l us i on t hat  e i t her  t he Spani s h Consul  c oul d 

not  hel p t hem or  d i d not  des i r e t o hel p t hem, IMO J apanese men-

t i o ned t he pr ospec t  of-  h i s ar r i v a l  t o t he wr i t er . When t he 

s ubj ec t  was br ought  up - by t he wr i t er  t he f o l l o wi ng at t i t udes 

wer e g i v en; 

An i n t e l l i gen t  n i s e i  man who t ook genui ne i nt er es t  i n camp 

a f f a i r s , s a i d : 

"T h i s i s t he i dea t he peopl e hav e. Up t o now t he Spani s h 
Consul  h a s n ' t  been abl e t o do any t h i ng. He h a s n ' t  been abl e t o 
hel p t he n i s e i . The peopl e have l o s t  i n t er es t . 

Mr . Wakayama, an o l der  n i s e i  s a i d : 

" I  do n ' t  t h i nk t hey have much c onf i denc e i n h i m. He i s a 
r epr es ent at i v e of  a smal l  count r y -  es pec i a l l y Spa i n . 

Mr . Yamashi t a s a i d : 

"Peopl e on t he whol e ar e ver y i n d i f f e r e n t . " 3 

Mr . Yamashi t a added t hat  t he peopl e had l o s t  c onf i denc e i n 

t he consul  c h i e f l y because he had been unabl e t o do any t hi ng 

about  t he s t ockade s i t uat i o n . 

I n pr epar at i o n f or  t he v i s i t  o f  t he Cons ul , t he admi ni s t r at i o n 

r eques t ed t he r es i dent s t o s el ec t  del egat es t o conf er  wi t h h i m. 

Unf o r t unat el y , t he onl y det a i l ed account  of  t he meet i ngs at  whi ch 

1 l b i d . , J u l y 30, 1944, p . 7. 
2 i b i d . , p . 10. 
5 i b l d . , J u l y 28, 1944, p . 1 . 
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t h i s r eques t  was made, came f r om Mr . ï amas hi t a, who was an under -

cover  l eader  and ver y ho s t i l e t o t he Admi n i s t r at i o n. Mr . Yamas hi t a 

r el at ed how Mr . Bl ac k had c a l l ed a bl oc k manager s meet i ng and 

asked t hei r  as s i s t anc e i n e l ec t i ng t he r ep r es ent at i v es . However , 

ac c or di ng t o Yamashi t a Mr . bl ac k had a s i n i s t er  mot i ve i n mi nd: 

"Whet her  Mr . Bl ac k i n h i s mi nd t r i ed t o u t i l i z e t h i s i ns t anc e 
as an oppor t uni t y t o get  t he peopl e t o e l ec t  r epr es ent at i v es t o 
cont i nue t he i r  f unc t i o n as r epr es ent at i v es wi t h t he WRA, I  do 
not  know. But  we know t hat  t he Admi ni s t r at i on i s ver y anxi ous 
t o have such r epr es ent at i v es . T h i s was n ' t  t he f i r s t  t i me t he 
WRA have t r i ed t o f or m a r epr es ent at i v e "body, s i nce t he l as t  
r epr es ent at i v es who wer e dul y el ec t ed by t he peopl e wer e appr e-
hended and put  i n t he s t o c k ade. " 

I t  shoul d be kept  i n mi nd t hat  Mr . ¿amas hi t a, an under c over  

l eader  wor k i ng t o get  t he r el eas e of  t he det ai nees and t o pus h 

Mr . Bes t  f r om h i s p o s i t i o n , was not  t h i nk i ng ver y c l ear l y i n t h i s 

mat t er . The wr i t er  doubt s s t r ongl y i f  Mr . Bl ac k had any such 

i n t en t i o n . However , t he pr essur e whi ch Mr . Y amas hi t a, h i s 

c onf eder at es and t hei r  f ol l ower s, coul d br i ng t o bear  i n c er t a i n 

s ec t i ons of  camp was undoubt edl y af f ec t i v e i n mak i ng per sons 

r el uc t ant  t o ser ve on t h i s commi t t ee, l es t  t hey be br anded as 

i nu , r eady t o t ake up t he po s i t i o n of  s t ooges of  t he Admi ni s t r a-

t i o n and bet r ay er s of  t he det ai ned Nego t i at i ng Commi t t ee. 

I n spi t e o f  t h i s p r es s ur e, however , most  bl oc k s el ec t ed 

men t o see t he Cons ul . Mr . Yamashi t a1 s somewhat  b i as ed account  

c o nt i nues : 

" I n conf or mi t y wi t h Mr . B l ac k ' s r eques t  some bl o c k s e l ec t ed 
r epr es ent at i v es e i t her  by e l ec t i o n or  by popul ar  appo i nt ment . 
However , i n some b l o c k s , none of  t he bl oc k peopl e wi s hed t o be i n 
t he po s i t i o n of  sendi ng r epr es ent at i v es . So some o f  t he bl oc k 
manager s wer e f o r c ed, under  t hese c i r c ums t anc es , t o r epr es ent  
t hei r  own b l o c k s . 

"The ot her  bl oc k s s t udi ed t he mat t er  ver y c ar e f u l l y . These 
bl oc k s f e l t  i t  a cour t esy on t he par t  of  t he J apanese r es i dent s 
t hat  t hey s houl d e l ec t  r epr és ent at i v es t o wel come t he Spani s h 
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del egat e who was c ons i der ed as t he per sonal  r epr es ent at i v e of  t he 
J apanese gover nment . However , wi t h t he ex i s t i n g unpl eas ant  
c i r c ums t anc es , t hey r ea l l y d i d not  wi sh t o e l ec t  r epr es ent at i v es 
j us t  t o wel come t he c o ns u l , r hey do not  wi s h t o e l ec t  any r epr e-
s ent at i v es u n t i l  such a t i me t hat  t he WRA o f f i c i a l s s ec ed f r om 
t hei r  t y r anni c al  gover ni ng power . S t i l l , t hose bl oc k s 1007& f e l t  
i t  i s a mat t er  o f  cour t esy t o e l ec t  a body t o wel come t he Spani s h 
del egat e. 

Yamashi t a went  on t o say t hat  t he c o l o n i s t s r es ent ed t he 

f ac t  t hat  De Arnat  had not  come i n per s on but  has sent  h i s sub-

o r d i nat e, Capt ai n Mar t i n , ne c l os ed wi t h t he f o l l o wi ng r emar k , 

whi ch as a gener al  camp at t i t ude i s mor e s i gn i f i c ant  t han any of  

h i s o t her  s t at ement s : 

"Af t er  a l l , we have had such b i t t er  exper i enc es wi t h WRA 
i n t he pas t  and wi t h t he f or mer  meet i ngs of  t he Consul  whi ch d i d 
not  accompl i sh any t h i ng . ' 

At  one of  t he l at er  meet i ngs at  whi c h t he del egat es wer e 

ac t ual l y c hos en, an i n t er es t i ng occur r ence t ook p l ac e . Byr on 

Ak i t s uk i *s name was ment i oned. A man ar ose and s a i d , " I  do n ' t  

wi s h t o o f f end Mr . Ak i t s uk i , but  I  t h i nk t hat  r epr es ent at i v es 

who see t he Spani s h Consul  shoul d be l i v i n g on our  s i de of  t he 

f en c e . " 1 am l i v i n g i n c amp," s ai d Ak i t s uk i  and t he man apol o-

g i z ed . 

The pr ogr es s of  t he agenda t he commi t t ee was pr epar i ng appear ed 

i n t he Newel l  St ar  o f  J u l y 27: 

COMMI TThh COMP ET ES AGENDA AS GD NSUL EXPECTED F RI DAY 

P i nal  pr epar at i o n on behal f  of  t he J apanese nat i o nal s was 
compl et ed t h i s week by t he Spokesmen Commi t t ee f o r  c o ns ul t at i o n 
wi t h Capt . Ant oni o Mar t i n , v i ce Spani s h Cons ul , who wi l l  ar r i ve 
i n t h i s cent er  t omor r ow, i t  was announced by t he Ci v i c Or gan i z at i o n . 
The Ci v i c s ai d t hat  t h i s commi t t ee, whi ch c o ns i s t s of  t wo r epr e-
s ent at i v es f r om eac h war d, agr eed t o ac t  as a medi um of  cont ac t  
bet ween t he J apanese nat i o nal s and t he Spani s h Cons ul . They wi l l  
ser ve f o r  a t er m of  t hr ee mont hs . 

1 i b i d . , Aug. 4, 1944, pp .1- 2 
2 i b i d . . J u l y 27, 1944, p . 1. 



The Ci v i c Or gan i zat i o n s t at ed t hat  t he commi t t ee has compi l ed 
an agenda of  gr i ev anc es and i nqu i r i es whi ch wi l l  be pr es ent ed 
t o t he c ons ul . Among t hose t o he pr es ent ed ar e r eques t s and 
i nqu i r i es f o r  ho s p i t al  f a c i l i t y i mpr ovement s , pr ogr es s of  nego-
t i a t i o n bet ween t he t wo c ount r i es on exchange of  nat i o na l s , and 
c l a r i f i c a t i o n o f  t he s t at us of  n i s e i  who r enounce t hei r  c i t i zen-
s h i p . 

The at t i t ude of  t he c o l o n i s t s i s f a i r l y wel l  p i c t ur ed by 

t he f o l l o wi ng t hr ee s t at ement s : 

Mi s s Doi  s a i d ; 

"Accor di ng; t o a man X know, when t hey wer e as s i gned as r epr e-
s ent at i v es t o see t he Spani s h Consul  one man s ai d i t  was pr obabl y 
t o t r y t o f o r c e some k i nd of  commi t t ee, s i nce ot her wi se nobody 
woul d want  t o ser ve on i t . But  we r ea l l y need some k i nd of  a 
commi t t ee her e . We need someone who can go t o t he Admi n i s t r at i o n , " 

Mr . K . s a i d : 

" I t  woul d seem t o me t hat  ev en i f  t hey do s t ay i n o f f i c e , 
i f  t he peopl e see any t hi ng nas t y go i ng on, t hey can demand t hei r  
r e s i gnat i o n . nt i  

Mr . Okamot o s ai d* 

" I  t hi nk al most  ever y bl oc k had a r ep r es ent at i v e. We f a i l e d 
at  f i r s t  t her e t o o . But  when we saw t hat  t he Consul  was r ea l l y 
comi ng, peopl e f e l t  t hey must  have a de l ega t e . "3 

When Capt ai n Mar t i n ar r i v ed he d i d make an at t empt  t o p l ead 

t he cause of  t he det a i nees , who wer e now near  t he end of  t he J u l y 

hunger  s t r i k e , wi t h Mr . Bes t . Mr . War r en gave t he wr i t er  t he 

f o l l o wi ng ac c ount : 

" I  hear  t hat  Bes t  was ver y shor t  wi t h t he Span i s h . The 
Spani s h Consul  had asked f o r  t he r el eas e o f  t he men i n t he s t ockade 
Bes t  sent  hi m a wr i t t en message t hat  he coul d not  compl y wi t h t h i s 
r eques t , he c oul d not  c ons i der  r e l eas i ng t he men i n t he s t ockade 
un t i l  t he co l ony was i n a nor mal  c o ndi t i o n . I f  t he co l ony became 
nor mal , he woul d c ons i der  t he Co ns u l ' s r eques t . 

"J us t  t hen t he wor d came i n t hat  t he men i n t he st ockade wer e 
al l  i n t he h o s p i t a l . Bes t  s ai d t o hi m t hat  t he s i t uat i o n was 
r es o l v ed. The hunger  s t r i k e was b r o k en . "4 

i b i d . , 
2 l b i d . t   
5 l b l d . , 
4 i b i d . , 

1 
Aug. 7, 1944, pp. 1- 2. 
p . 3 , 
Aug. 8, 1944, p . 4. 
J u l y 30, 1944 p . 1 , 
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However , af t er  t he Consul  l e f t  t he p r o j ec t , t he hunger  s t r i ke 

was r esumed. 

As f o r  t he gr i ev anc es br ought  t o Capt ai n Mar t i n at  t h i s t i me, 

no i nf or mant  showed any i n t er es t  i n t hem. I t  i s pr obabl e t hat  

t he Spokesmen Commi t t ee compi l ed t he l i s t  wi t hout  much hel p f r om 

t he bl oc k r es i den t s . The f o l l o wi ng i nf o r mat i on was r el eas ed i n 

t he Newel l  St ar ; 

RESULTS OF CONFERENCE WI TH CONSUL REVEALED 

Commi t t ee P r es ent s Reques t s 

Res ul t  of  t he conf er ence he l d F r i day at  1608 bet ween Capt . 
Ant oni o Mar t i n , v i ce Spani s h Cons ul , and t he Spokesmen Commi t t ee, 
o f f i c i a l  e l ec t ed body r epr es ent i ng t he J apanese nat i o nal s was 
announced t oday by t he Bl oc k Manager s ' Headquar t er s . I n addi t i o n 
t o t he Spokesmen uommi t t ee, many r es i dent s at t ended t he c onf er enc e. 

The Bl oc k Manager s ' Headquar t er s r epor t ed t hat  t he Spokesmen 
Commi t t ee pr es ent ed t hei r  l i s t  of  r eques t s whi ch wer e ac c ept ed ly 
Capt ai n Mar t i n . Among i nqu i r i es pr es ent ed, some wer e def i ned as 
r equ i r i ng l egal  I n t er pr et at i o ns beyond h i s aut ho r i t y . As t o 
t he ques t i on of  t he Denat i o na l i z at i o n B i l l , Mar t i n s t at ed t hat  a 
compl et e t ext  of  t he b i l l  I s expec t ed at  t he Spani s h Embassy f r om 
t he St at e Depar t ment . He acknowl edged t hat  I f  n i s e i  r enounce 
t hei r  Amer i can c i t i z ens h i ps ac c o r di ng t o t he b i l l , t hey woul d be 
r egar ded as J apanese nat i o na l s . 

Per sons des i r i ng r eg i s t r a t i o n of  mar r i age and b i r t h c er t i f i -
c at es i n t h i s c ent er  wi t h t he J apanese Gover nment  ar e i nf or med 
t hat  dup l i c at es of  such c er t i f i c a t es may be mai l ed t o t he Spani s h 
Consul  at  San F r anc i s c o , wher e one wi l l  be r et a i ned f o r  t hei r  
f i l e and anot her  mai l ed t o t he Embassy i n Was hi ngt on D. C. Si nce 
t her e ar e no f or ms f o r  such c e r t i f i c a t es , sender s ar e asked t o 
dupl i c at e t he copy r ec ei v ed f r om t he l o c al  gover nment . 

Capt ai n Mar t i n pr es ent ed t o t he commi t t ee a s t at ement  r ec ei v ed 
by t he Spani s h Embassy f r om t he St at e Depar t ment  r egar di ng c l o t h i ng 
al l o t ment s f o r  ev ac uee. Ac c or di ng t o t h i s s t at ement  a l l  ev ac uees , 
whet her  wor k i ng or  no t , ar e e l i g i b l e f o r  c l o t h i ng al l owanc es ; 
t her ef o r e, heads o f  unempl oyed f ami l i es ar e asked t o f i l e an 
app l i c at i o n wi t h t he So c i al  Wel f ar e Depar t ment . However , t he 
Spokesmen Commi t t ee po i nt ed out , c l o t h i ng al l owanc es ar e i nc l uded 
i n t he publ i c gr ant s and t hat  upon t er mi nat i on of  empl oyment , a 
pr ompt  app l i c at i o n f o r  publ i c gr ant s i s nec es s ar y i n or der  t o 
r ec ei ve c l o t h i ng al l o wanc es . Per s ons who r ef us e empl oyment  ar e 
deni ed bot h c l o t h i ng al l owanc es and publ i c gr ant s . 

The v i c e consul  al so r eques t ed f o r  a compl et e r epor t  on 



t he l at e *aozo Hi t omi  c as e. The commi t t ee i nf or med hi m t hat  t hey 
wer e not  aut ho r i zed t o pr epar e such a r epor t  and a gener al  meet i ng 
among t he cent er  r es i dent s c oul d "be hel d i n t he f ut ur e t o f u r n i s h 
t he des i r ed i n f o r mat i o n. 

The J apanese s ec t i on o f  t he paper  r epor t ed t he meet i ng i n 

much mor e de t a i l . Mr . Yamashi t a t r ans l at ed i t  o r a l l y f o r  t he 

wr i t er ; addi ng h i s own comment s whi c h ar e p l ac ed i n par ent hes i s : 

"Ac c o r di ng t o t he paper  t he i s s ues wer e: 

1. The h o s p i t a l . We ar e not  c ompl ai ni ng agai ns t  t he manage-
ment  or  t he t r eat ment , o f  whi ch t he c ent er  popul ace i s appr ec i a-
t i v e . however , t he r es i dent s have compl ai ned agai ns t  t he WRA 
f a c i l i t i e s f o r  t he ho s p i t a l  h e r e . They wer e pr epar ed t o meet  a 
maxi mum of  12, 000 peo p l e. But  now t he camp popul at i on has i nc r eas ed 
t o 18, 685. So nat ur al l y we need a bi gger  space and mor e doc t or s 
and nur s es and ot her  equi pment . But  we ar e not  compl ai ni ng agai ns t  
t he doc t or s or  t he pr es ent  management . 

2. Request  f o r  i mpr ovement  of  s ani t ar y c o ndi t i o ns i n camp. 
Al l  t he i mpr ovement  per t a i n i ng t o our  l i v i ng , 

3. That  WRA wi l l  r ec ogni ze and wi l l  deal  as t owar d an a l i en 
t o a per son i mmedi at el y af t er  he r enounces h i s c i t i z ens h i p under ' 
t h i s l aw, r ec ent l y s i gned by P r es i dent  Ro o s ev el t . 

4. V i t a l  S t a t i s t i c s -  I f  i t  i s nec es s ar y t o r epor t  mar r i ages , 
b i r t h s , et .c. t o t he c o ns u l , wi l l  he pl eas e send us t he f o r ms , 

5. L as t  and most  i mpor t ant  as t o consequences and c aus i ng 
mi s under s t andi ng and r umor , t h i s ques t i on was put  t  o t he Cons ul : 
Who shoul d be i n a po s i t i o n t o accept  t he r es p o ns i b i l i t y of  t he 
l i v es of  t he r es i dent s ? 

1. WRA 
2. The po l i c e f o r c e of  t he c ount y , 
3 . The r es i dent s t hems el ves . 

' T h i s i s a q ues t i o n , ' t he Consul  r ep l i ed , 'That  I  am not  i n 
a po s i t i o n t o answer  per t a i n i ng t o t he l ega l i t y of  t he c a s e . ' 

(£>ut  t he r umor  o f  t he op i n i on o f  t he r es i dent s on t h i s ques t i on 
i s t hat  i t  was a ver y unwi se ques t i o n . They suspec t  t h i s par t i cu-
l ar  ques t i on was br ought  up because of  t he sever al  at t ac k i ngs 
and t he mur der  c as e. The peopl e suspec t ed t hat  t o br i ng up a 
ques t i on l i k e t h i s was an at t empt  on t he par t  of  t he r epr esent a-
t i v es t o f i n d t he at t ac k er s or  mur der er s , ; 

6. The st ockade pr obl em. 

The consul  was met  by some of  t he r epr es ent at i v es (some 
bl oc k s d i d not  send r epr es ent at i v es and af t er  br i ngi ng up" t hese 
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mat t er s t o h i m, t hey f i n i s h ed t empor ar i l y . The bl o c k s not  r epi e -
sent ed wer e conv i nced t her e was not  any r eas on f o r  t he cont i nuance 
of  t hei r  ex i s t enc e af t er  t he conf er ence wi t h t he c o ns u l . 

1* These r epr es ent at i v es wer e el ec t ed t o meet  t he Consul  
and t o pr epar e t he i s s ues f o r  whi ch t he Consul  was t o r ender  h i s 
s er v i c es . 

2. These r epr es ent at i v es ar e s a i d t o be e l ec t ed by t he 
J apanes e, not  second gener at i o n. As l ong as t hey wer e e l ec t ed 
wi t h t he p r i nc i pa l  ai m t o meet  t he Spani s h del egat e on t h i s 
oc c as i on and as t he Spani s h del egat e i s supposed t o t ake car e 
o f  t he mat t er s per t a i n i ng t o J apanese s ubj ec t s o n l y , t hey t hem-
s el ves s t at ed t hat  t hese r epr es ent at i v es r epr es ent ed J apanese 
s ubj ec t s o n l y . 

3. They expr es s l y s t at ed t hat  s ai d r epr es ent at i v es had 
no t hi ng t o do wi t h t he pr obl ems of  t he second gener at i o n . 

vP l ease t o not es t he pr es ent  popul at i on of  Tul e Lake i s 
about  5, 600 i s s e i  and t he r es t  n i s e i . That  shows t hat  t hey ar e 
t ak i ng a b i g r es p o ns i b i l i t y and can be c ons i der ed ver y f o o l i s h . ) 

4. Sa i d r epr es ent at i v es al s o s t at ed f u r t her  t hat  s i nce t hey 
ar e el ec t ed by t he bl oc k s s i mpl y t o deal  wi t h J apanese s ubj ec t s , 
t hat  t h i s or gan t ,the body o f  r eps.) has no t hi ng t o do wi t h WRA. 

5. nev er t hel es s , t he r epr es ent at i v es had dec i ded t o cont i nue 
t he i r  ex i s t enc e as a body , even t hough hav i ng commi t t ed t hemsel ves 
by s ay i ng t hat  they r epr es ent  onl y t he i s s e i  and t hat  t hey deal t  
onl y wi t h mat t er s per t a i n i ng t o J apanese s ub j ec t s . But  s t i l l  
t hey ar e go i ng t o cont i nue f o r  t he next  t hr ee mont hs i n t h i s 
c apac i t y . 

Qrki e- i a- wfeafc- i fc- eai d- i n- the- paj S) 

APi J l i iALS BOARD VI SI T S TULE LAKE, 

The Appeal s Boar d whi c h r ev i ewed c ases of  c er t a i n r es i dent s 

des i r i ng l eave c l ear anc e made a b r i e f  v i s i t  t o Tul e Lake at  t he 

end of  J u l y and r ev i ewed 19 cases.- '-  Th i s made ver y l i t t l e i mpact  

on t he camp. The onl y at t i t ude obt ai ned came f r om Mr . Abe who 

appear ed at  one of  t he hear i ngs i n t he c apac i t y of  guar di an f o r  

a young g i r l  f r om Manzanar . Ac c or di ng t o Abe, t h i s young woman 

had been sent  t o Tul e Lake t hr ough t he er r o r  o f  an i nt er pr et o r  

when she had had her  hear i ng i n ânz anar . IVhen she r ec ei ved 

1 I e we l l  St ar , Aug. 3, 1944. 
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not i c e t hat  she was t o be segr egat ed she had. gone t o t he Soc i al  

Wel f ar e t o s t r ai ght en t he mat t er  out  but  was t o l d t hat  i t  woul d 

be bet t er  i f  she went  t o Tul e and t hen appeal ed. Ac c o r di ngl y , 

she came t o Tul e wi t h her  No- No br o t her . Si nce she had changed 

her  answer  t o Yes - Yes , she wi shed t o r et ur n t o Manzanar  t o be 

wi t h her  mot her . Abe des c r i bed an i nc i dent  at  her  hear i ng as 

f o l l o ws ; 

"At  t he hear i ng t hey asked t he g i r l , 'Do you want  Amer i ca 
or  J apan t o wi n t he war ? ' She d i dn ' t  answer . The whol e r oom was 
ver y t ens e. Then I  asked t o s peak . I  s t ood up and s a i d , ' Sh e ' s 
onl y 20 year s o l d, a young, i nnocent  g i r l . She knows not hi ng 
about  wor l dl y a f f a i r s , par t i c u l ar l y i n t er nat i o nal  a f f a i r s . She 
i s a c i t i z en of  t he Uni t ed St at es but  she i s of  J apanese b l o o d. 
Whi l e she may wi s h t hat  t h i s count r y wi l l  wi n t he war , how can 
she pr ay t hat  J apan wi l l  be beat en? To ask such a ques t i on of  
an i nnocent  g i r l  i s t oo c r u e l . ' 

"Af t er  t he hear i ng was over  t he j udge asked t he s t enogr apher , 
'Di d you wr i t e down ever y wor d he s a i d? ' The s t enogr apher  s ai d 
she d i d . The j udge s a i d , 'Send i t  i n wi t h t he ot her  p ap er s . ' 

"The f i n a l  dec i s i o n i n t h i s hear i ng i s up t o Washi ngt on« 
We wer e t o l d we mi ght  have t o wai t  about  a mont h t o h e a r , "1 

RETURN OF MR. BESIG-

Mr . Bes i g r et ur ned t o t he pr o j ec t  i n t he l at t er  par t  of  J u l y , 

par t l y i n t he c apac i t y of  at t or ney f o r  one of  t he cases bef or e 

t he Appeal s Boar d and par t l y t o r esume h i s i nv es t i gat i o n of  t he 

s t ockade s i t u a t i o n . On t h i s oc c as i on he was g i v en even l es s 

c o ns i der at i o n by t he admi ni s t r at i o n t han on h i s pr ev i ous v i s i t . 

I t  shoul d be ment i oned her e t hat  pr ev i ous t o Mr . Bes i g ' s v i s i t , 

Mr . Okamot o, t he J apanese who had o r gani zed t he movement  t o 

cont ac t  Mr . Bes i g , had been ar r es t ed on char ges of  s ed i t i o n and 

t aken f r om Tul e L ak e. L at er  he was gi ven a p r i s o n sent ence of  

t hr ee or  f our  y ear s . Some det a i l s of  Bes i g ' s second vi sL t  wer e 

gi v en by War r en; 

1 R . Hank ey , No t es , Aug. 8, 1944, p . 3 . 
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"Bes i g was met  at  t he t r ai n i n Kl amat h F a l l s by I n t er na l  
Sec ur i t y men. The i ns t r uc t i o ns ar e t hat  t he I n t er nal  Sec ur i t y 
men ar e not  t o be out  of  ear s hot  of  hi m f o r  a moment . Bes t  
sent  Bes i g a t el et ype say i ng t hat  Bes i g woul d be al l owed on 
t he pr o j ec t  f o r  t he pur pose of  t he hear i ng and f o r  t he hear i ng 
o n l y . 

" I  met  t he wi f e o f  one of  t he s t ockade i nt er nees at  t he 
gat e who r eques t ed t hat  Bes i g get  i n t ouch wi t h h er . I  d i dn ' t  
know what  t o do , so I  went  t o Rober t son and t o l d h i m. Rober t son 
went  t o L ec k l i t e r . L ec k l i t er  t o l d Rober t son t hat  Bes i g c oul d 
see nobody f o r  whom L ec k l i t er  had not  gi v en hi m a wr i t t en r eques t . 
And he was n ' t  t ak i ng any wr i t t en r eques t s . 

"L ec k l i t er  s ai d he had r ec ei v ed a t el egr am f r om Myer  s ay i ng 
t hat  Bes i g was not  t o be al l owed t o do anyt hi ng on t he pr o j ec t  
wi t hout  t he wr i t t en aut ho r i t y o f  Bal dwi n (Di r ec t o r  of  t he ACLU). 
Bal dwi n i s supposed t o have t o l d WRA t hat  t h i s was 0 . K . ac c or di ng 
t o L ec k l i t e r . 

" I  t r i ed t o t a l k t o Bes i g but  t he cop kept  wi t h i n f our  f eet  
o f  me a l l  t he t i me.- " 

Mr . Bes i g , however , was al l owed t o see t hose per sons whom 

he had t al k ed t o on h i s f i r s t  v i s i t . War r en c ont i nued: 

"He s ai d he al r eady had enough ev i denc e and wi t h i n t he next  
f ew days ac t i o n wi l l  be br ought . He s ai d he was n ' t  di s c our aged. 
He s ai d Bal dwi n h adn ' t  wr i t t en t o hi m at  a l l  about  t he Tul e Lake 
bus i nes s . He t h i nk s Bal dwi n may have so l d out  t o WRA. "2 

Mr . Bes i g pr oc eeded wi t h t he pr epar at i o n of  t he habeus cor pus 

ac t i o n he i nt ended t o t ake agai ns t  t he WRA. . However , bef o r e i t  

c oul d be put  i nt o mot i on, t he det ai nees wer e r e l eas ed. At  f i r  st  

t h i s caused some of  t he det ai nees and t he "Q" pr es sur e gr oup much 

concer n because t hey be l i ev ed c o r r ec t l y t hat  once t he men wer e 

r e l eas ed, t hei r  chances of  br i ng i ng any ac t i o n agai ns t  t he WRA 

woul d be gone. However , t her e was no t hi ng t o be done, s i nce 

t he men c oul d not  i n s i s t  on r emai ni ng i n t he s t oc k ade, es pec i a l l y 

af t er  t hey had under gone t he hunger  s t r i k e . Mr s . WQW an ac t i ve 

member  of  t he pr essur e gr oup s t at ed at  t h i s t i me: 

1 

i b i d . , J u l y 30, 1944, p . 1. 

2 i b i d . , J u l y 31, 1944, p . 1. 

l a m 'i n n h m m m m . m t m m m � h h h m i s n � m m 
m 
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"We d i dn ' t  t h i nk t hey woul d be l et  out  one by one l i k e t h i s . 
Some f ami l i es ar e t e l l i n g t hei r  boys not  t o come out . My br o t her  
f ee l s t h i s way -  t hat  t hey coul d be r el eas ed and t hat  t hey c oul d 
s t i l l  br i ng s u i t . But  t he f ami l i es t h i nk t he boys shoul d r emai n 
i n t he, s t o c k ade. 

Mr s . WQ" added t hat  t he f ami l i es had been sendi ng r eg i s t er ed 

l e t t er s t o Mr . Bes i g s i nce t he 8t h of  Augus t , as k i ng f o r  h i s 

adv i c e on t h i s mat t er  but  had r ec ei v ed no ans wer s . I t  i s pr o babl y , 

however , t hat  I t  was c h i e f l y t he pr essur e gr oup who want ed t he 

men t o r emai n i n t he s t ockade so t hat  t he Admi ni s t r at i o n mi ght  

s u f f er  by t he s u i t  and t hat  most  of  t he r e l a t i v es wer e gl ad t o 

have t hei r  men home agai n . 

The f o l l o wi ng l et t er  was wr i t t en t o Mr . Bal dwi n o f  t he ACI3J  

by Mr . ¿"i t t s o f  t he Depar t ment  of  t he I n t e r i o r . P r oper l y i t  does 

not  bel ong i n t h i s r epo r t . Si nce i t  may be of  use t o some ot her  

member  of  t he s t udy i t  i s i nc l uded h er e . 

Uni t ed St at es 

Depar t ment  of  t he I n t er i o r  
War  Rel o c at i o n Aut ho r i t y 
Was hi ngt on 

August  17, 1944 

Mr . Roger  Bal dwi n 
Di r ec t o r , Amer i can C i v i l  L i ber t i es Uni on 
170 F i f t h Avenue 
New Y o r k , New Yor k 

Dear  Mr . Bal dwi n: 

T h i s i s i n answer  t o Mr . F o r s t e r ' s l et t er  of  August  8, 
enc l o s i ng a pho t os t at i c copy of  t he August  i s sue of  t he Amer i can 
Ci v i l  L i ber t i es Uni on News publ i s hed i n San F r anc i s c o and ask i r g 
f o r  any f ac t s or  comment s t hat  we s houl d car e t o make i n v i ew of  
t he a l l egat i o ns made i n t he l ead ar t i c l e of  t hat  i s s ue. 

I  am di s t ur bed over  t he pub l i c at i o n of  t he a r t i c l e . I n t he 
d i s t o r t i o n , exagger at i o n , mi s i nt er pr et at i o n and omi s s i on of  f ac t s 
t he ar t i c l e compar es wi t h many ot her  at t ac k s t hat  have been made- -
wi t h en t i r e l y d i f f er ent  mot i vat I ons - - upon WRA p o l i c i es by t he 
Hear s t  pr es s and some ot her  o r gan i z at i o ns . I  am deepl y concer ned 
about  t he p o s s i b i l i t y t hat  t he ar t i c l e wi l l  have p r ec i s e l y t he 
same e f f ec t  i n i t s i n t er nat i o nal  i mpl i c at i o ns as t hose ot her  



at t ac k s , The bl azo ned char ges of  "t y r anny , " "Ges t apo met hods ," 
"b r u t a l i t y , " and "I ncommuni cado" det ent i on wi l l  c er t a i n l y del i ght  
t he J apanese pr opaganda mac hi ne. They may- - al t hough I  s i nc er el y 
pr ay t hey wi l l  n o t �r es u l t  i n r ec r i mi nat o r y ac t i o n agai ns t  t he 
Amer i can c i v i l i an s i n J apanese hands . 

bv en I f  t he c har ges wer e who l l y t r ue I  shoul d r egar d t he 
pub l i c at i o n of  t he ar t i c l e t o be ver y I l l - adv i s ed. Cer t a i n l y 
t her e ar e avenues av ai l abl e t o Mr . Bes i g , t hr ough your  or gani za-
t i o n and o t her wi s e, t o obt ai n any r emedi al  ac t i o n t hat  may be 
needed wi t hout  endanger i ng t he war  e f f o r t  or  t he l i v es of  our  
c i t i z en s abr oad. 

The s i t uat i o n at  Tul e Lake i s an ext r emel y del i c at e one. X 
agr ee f u l l y wi t h Mp. Bes i g on t hat  s c o r e. We have among t he 
Tul e Lake evac uees a gr oup o f  s t r ongl y pr o- J apanese per sons who 
ar e wi l l i ng t o go t o al most  any l engt h t o embar r ass t he Gover nment , 
pr ov i de f uel  f o r  J apanese pr <ppaganda, and enhance t hei r  own f ut ur e 
s t at us wi t h t he J apanese Gover nment . I t  was t hese per sons who 
f or med t he nuc l eus f o r  t he November  i nc i dent  of  l as t  year  at  
Tul e L ak e. The per sons s t i l l  i n Ar ea B, commonl y c a l l ed t he 
s t oc k ade, wer e t he most  ac t i ve i n t he i nc i dent . I t  i s t hese 
per s ons whom Mr . Bes i g i nt er v i ewed and i t  i s undoubt edl y t hei r  
s t at ement s upon whi c h he r e l i ed i n mak i ng most  of  h i s c har ges . 
He d i d not  at t empt  t o get  f r om us t he case h i s t o r i es of  t he i ndi -
v i dual s whom he i n t er v i ewed. He at  no t i me at t empt ed t o l ear n 
f r om me what  we wer e do i ng, or  why . As a r es u l t  of  t he d i s t o r t ed 
p i c t ur e whi ch he r ec ei v ed and so s ens at i o nal l y p u b l i c i z ed , he 
has p l ay ed d i r ec t l y i nt o t he hands of  t hese per s o ns . 

I  shoul d l i k e t o po i nt  out  t hat  even t hough t he mor e ac t i ve 
of  t he known l eader s ar e s t i l l  i n t he s t oc k ade, Tul e Lake i s s t i l l  
t ur bu l ent . A l eader  of  t he evacuee f ac t i o n advoc at i ng cooper at i on 
wi t h t he admi ni s t r at i o n and i t s po l i c i es was r ec ent l y mur der ed. 
Ther e have been aggr avat ed as s aul t s on ot her s who hav e, f o r  one 
r eas on or  ano t her , been deemed by t he r ab i d l y pr o- J apanese not  
t o be s u f f i c i en t l y pr o - J apanese. Ev ac uees who have sought  l eave 
c l ear anc e�hear i ngs i n or der  t o be r emoved f r om t he cat egor y o f  
"di s l oyal "1' and moved t o ot her  c ent er s have been t hr eat ened as 
a r es u l t  8f  t hei r  ac t i o n . We have gi v en haven i n t he pr o j ec t  
ho s p i t a l  t o some per sons who ar e i n f ear  of  t hei r  l i v e s . I t  i s 
ver y d i f f i c u l t  t o seme obt ai n any ei vdenc e agai ns t  t he t r oubl e-
mak er s . The unus ual  s i t uat i o n has , i n our  j udgment , demanded 
unus ual  t r eat ment . 

I n or der  t o pr event  f ur t her  d i s r upt i o n and f a c i l i t i a t e t he 
s t ab i l i z a t i o n of  t he communi t y af t er  t he November  i nc i dent , i t  
was deemed necessar y t o pl ac e s ever al  hundr ed per sons i n Ar ea B 
un t i l  t r anqu i l i t y was f u l l y r es t o r ed, evacuee l eader s h i p had 
b; een gi v en a chance t o devel op among mor e r es pons i bl e per s ons , 
and a compl et e i nv es t i gat i o n c oul d be made i n eac h i nd i v i dual  
c as e. A l l  of  t hese per sons wer e appr ehended ei t her  because of  
t hei r  c onnec t i on wi t h t he i nc i dent  i t s e l f  or  because t hey sub-
sequent l y engaged i n d i s r upt i v e ac t i o ns . 



5 6 2 A � 

The s pec i al  s epar at i on of  t he t r oubl e- maker s was an admi ni s-
t r at i v e ar r angement  t o secur e peac ef ul  and o r der l y admi n i s t r at i o n . 
I t  was not  des i gned as puni shment  f o r  an o f f ens e. The s t ockade 
i t s e l f  c ons i s t ed of  bar r ac k s , a mess h a l l , and l at r i ne and sur -
r oundi ng gr ounds f o r mer l y us ed by t he Mi l i t a r y P o l i c e c o nt i ngent , 
wi t h a f enc e ar ound i t . Per sons p l ac ed i n t he s t ockade wer e gi ven 
f ood al l o t ment s , ho us i ng, medi c al  c ar e, and ot her  nec es s i t i es 
equal  t o t hose f ur n i s hed evac uees I n t he r es t  o f  t he c ent er . 
The s t ockade r es i dent s wer e gi ven as compl et e f r eedom of  move-
ment  wi t h i n t he s t ockade as ot her  evac uees had wi t h i n t he r es t  
of  t he r es i den t i a l  ar ea. Gener al l y s peak i ng, t he per sons i n t he 
s t ockade wer e t r eat ed s i mpl y as i f  t hey had been r emoveed t o 
anot her  c ent er . A f ew addi t i o nal  r es t r i c t i o ns , however , wer e 
nec es s ar y . Cont r o l  over  communi cat i ons bet ween s t ockade r es i -
dent s and ot her  evac uees was deemed i mper at i ve i n or der  t o pr event  
agi t at o r s i n t he s t ockade f r om c o nt i nu i ng t hei r  e f f o r t s t o gai n 
l eader s h i p i n t he cent er  and di s r upt  cent er  admi n i s t r at i o n . I t  
was al s o c ons i der ed nec es s ar y not  t o per mi t  f ami l y member s t o 
j o i n per sons i n t he s t oc k ade, s i nce t h i s woul d have f ur t her ed 
one announced goal  of  t he ag i t a t o r s �t o compel  t he f ur t her  segr e-
gat i o n wi t h i n t he c ent er  o f ' what  t hey c ons i der ed t o be t he "r ea l l y ' 
pr o- J apanese po pu l at i o n . F ur t her , we di d not  wi s h t o c onf i ne 
women and c h i l dr en unnec es s ar i l y wi t h i n t he mor e r es t r i c t ed ar ea 
of  t he s t oc k ade. 

Si nc e t he s epar at i on was f o r  t he pur pose of  s ec ur i ng peac ef ul  
and o r der l y admi ni s t r at i o n and was not  des i gned as a penal t y f o r  
an o f f ens e , onl y such i nv es t i gat i o n of  any par t i c u l ar  case was 
made as was r equ i s i t e f o r  an admi ni s t r at i v e det er mi nat i on by t he 
P r o j ec t  di r ec t o r  t hat  t he per s o n ' s separ at e mai nt enance i n t he 
s t ockade was i n t he i n t er es t  of  peac ef u l  and o r der l y pr o j ec t  
admi n i s t r at i o n . Nev er t hel es s , af t er  t he evac uees had been p l ac ed 
i n t he s t oc k ade, eac h case was c ar ef u l l y r ev i ewed. An i mpar t i al  
i n t er v i ew was gi ven ever y s t ockade r es i dent  wher e t her e was any 
r eas onabl e doubt  about  t he need f o r  h i s s epar at i o n. A commi t t ee 
of  t hr ee r es pons i bl e War  Rel o c at i o n Aut ho r i t y o f f i c i a l s r ev i ewed 
t he f ac t s i n ever y case and made r ecommendat i ons t o t he P r o j ec t  
Di r ec t o r . On t he bas i s of  t hese r ecommendat i ons and i n t he l i gh t  
of  i mpr oved c ondi t i ons wi t h i n t he c ent er , most  of  t he s t ockade 
r es i dent s have been per mi t t ed t o r et ur n t o t he gener al  r es i dent i a l  
ar ea. 

I  bel i ev e t hat  t he f o r ego i ng adequat el y exp l a i ns our  po s i t i o n 
wi t h r es pec t  t o t he det ent i o n of  t he evac uees s t i l l  r emai ni ng i n 
t he s t oc k ade. I  am sur e t hat  Mr . B e s i g ' s j udgment  was war ped 
because of  h i s ent i r e r el i anc e upon t he a l l egat i o ns made by t he 
s t ockade r es i dent s whom he i n t er v i ewed. Our  case h i s t o r i es on 
t hese same per sons c l ear l y show t hat  t hey ar e s t r ongl y d i s l o y al  
and t hat  t hey wer e t he l eader s of  t he s t r ongl y pr o- J apanese gr oup. 
I t  i s r egr et t abl e t hat  Mr . Bes i g di d not  see f i t  t o as c er t ai n f r  om 
us t h i s i n f o r mat i o n. 

Mr . B es i g ' s ar t i c l e al so char ges br ut a l i t y on t he par t  o f  
t he.War  Rel o c at i o n Aut ho r i t y po l i c e f o r c e, par t i c u l ar l y dur i ng 
t he November  i nc i den t . Her e agai n , he made no e f f o r t , t o my 
k nowl edge, t o s ubs t ant i at e t he c har ges so made by t he evac uees 
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wi t h whom he t a l k ed. The War  Rel o c at i o n Aut ho r i t y made a t hor ough 
i nv es t i gat i o n of  t hese char ges some t i me ago and unc over ed abso-
l u t el y no ev i denc e t o s ubs t ant i at e t hem. The Spani s h Consul  made 
a s i mi l ar  i nv es t i gat i o n wi t h s i mi l ar  r es u l t s . 

i 'he onl y o t her  s ubj ec t  i n t he ar t i c l e t hat  r equ i r es comment  
i s Mr . B e s i g ' s t r eat ment  dur i ng h i s st ay i n t he c ent er . I  am 
enc l o s i ng a copy of  Mr . Bes t ' s r epor t  on Mr . B es i g ' s v i s i t  and 
o f  a l et t er  Mr . Bes t  wr ot e t o t he Rt . Rev . Edwar d Par s ons , Chai r -
man of  t he Exec ut i v e Counc i l  of  t he Nor t her n Ca l i f o r n i a Br anch 
of  t he Amer i can C i v i l  L i ber t i es Un i o n. I  t h i nk i t  i s appar ent  
f r om t h i s r epor t  t hat  Mr . Bes i g ' s at t i t ude and ac t i o ns wer e 
any t hi ng but  i mpar t i al  and t hat  t her e was ampl e r eas on f o r  t he 
pr ec aut i ons t aken by t he P r o j ec t  d i r ec t o r . Wi t h r espec t  t o 
a l l egat i o ns t hat  sugar  was p l ac ed i n t he gas o l i ne t ank of  Mr . 
Bes i g ' s aut omobi l e, we have al r eady wr i t t en Mr . Bes i g as k i ng 
f o r  any ev i denc e t hat  he mi ght  have c onc er ni ng who was r es po ns i b l e , 
I  shoul d be s ur pr i s ed and c hagr i ned i f  any member  of  t he War  
Rel o c at i o n Aut hor i t y s t af f  was r es po ns i b l e. However , we have 
o r der ed a f u l l  i nv es t i gat i o n i nt o t he mat t er . 

S i nc er e l y , 

Si gned: Mal co l m E . P i t t s 
Ac t i ng Di r ec t o r  

MI SCELLANEOUS EVENTS, ATTI TUDES AND RUMORS OF LATE J ULY AND AUGUST 

1944 -  THE CAS STAFF WALKOUT 

I n ear l y August  t he t r oubl e whi ch had l ong been br ewi ng 

bet ween t he unpopul ar  Mr . Huy c k e, t he head of  Communi t y Ac t i v i t i es 

came t o a head and ni ne of  h i s s t a f f  wal ked out  on h i m. He i mmedi -

at el y l a i d t h i s t o "p r es s ur e" put  on h i s s t af f  f r om wi t h i n t he 

c o l ony , whi ch was qui t e unt r ue. Hi s s t af f  had endur ed h i s unf or t u-

nat e per s o nal i t y and ec c ent r i c wor k i ng habi t s as l ong as t hey 

coul d and now r o s e"agai ns t  h i m. Dr . Opl er  des c r i bed t he s i t uat i o n : 

"The CAS c l ai ms t he movi e i s sue was badl y handl ed by Huy c k e, 
They al s o r es ent  t he f ac t  t hat  he spends al most  a l l  o f  t he t i me 
i n t he admi ni s t r at i o n bu i l d i ng and t ur ns up i n h i s co l ony o f f i c e 
f r om J-  hour  t o 1 hour  a day . They t hi nk h e ' s r es pons i bl e f o r  a l l  
t he bo t t l enec k s . They t end t o bl ame a l l  o f  t he del ay s c aused by 
c l ac k or  by Was hi ngt on on h i m, 

"Someone has ev i dent l y r epo r t ed t o h i s s t af f  t hat  he i s a 
J ap h a t e r . w 
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I t  was not  nec es s ar y t o r epor t  t h i s f ac t  t o Mr . Huyc ke*s 

s t a f f . They had obs er ved h i s at t i t ude, l i s t ened t o h i s r emar ks 

and had dr awn t hei r  own c o nc l us i o ns . 

"They al so r es ent ed t hat  he r epr i manded t hem f o r  some r equi -
s i t i o ns he had asked t hem t o make and whi ch t hey d i d not  pr esent  
on t i me � 

Whi l e t hese f ac t o r s may have been i mpor t ant  i n p r ec i p i t a t i ng 

t he open br eak , t he l ong accumul at i on of  r esent ment  whi ch had 

devel oped agai ns t  Mr . Huycke wer e f ar  mor e s i gn i f i c an t . The 

wr i t er  was ac quai nt ed v/i t h sever al  of  t he s t af f  member s and had 

o f t en hear d t hei r  v i t uper at i v e denunc i at i o ns . The f o l l o wi ng 

s t at ement  made af t er  t he so - cal l ed wal kout  i s t y p i c a l : 

"Mr . Huycke s ai d af t er  a meet i ng onc e, 'Wai t  and see -  soon 
al l  t he J aps wi l l  be wi ped o f f  t he e a r t h . ' 

"Ri ght  now, we' r e t r y i ng our  bes t  t o get  hi m o ut . We t o l d 
Mr . Bl ac k but  he d i dn ' t  l i s t en t o u s . We wer e p l anni ng a gener al  
wal k out . We j us t  c o u l dn ' t  s t and hi m anymor e. 

"He s ai d he was n ' t  wor k i ng her e t o hel p t he J aps , He s ai d 
he l i k es t he s a l ar y . I t  pays we l l . 

" i f  we do have a gener al  wal k out , we have t he bac k i ng of  
t he peo p l e. About  t en peopl e t r ans f er r ed on hi m dur i ng h i s abs enc e. 

"He spends onl y about  45 mi nut es a day i n our  o f f i c e (t he 
co l ony CAS o f f i c e ) . Al l  o f  h i s t i me i s devot ed t o t he per sonnel  
Rec . Ha l l  and none t o t he c o l ony . When we t r y t o ex p l a i n , t he 
Admi ni s t r at i v e s t af f  wo n' t  l i s t en t o u s . 

"Two or  t hr ee boys went  t o t a l k t o h i m. They j us t  want ed 
t o exp l a i n t h i n gs . He s a i d , 'Now y o u ' r e t hr eat eni ng me. Y o u ' l l  
l and i n t he s t o c k a d e . ' "  ̂

Anot her  s t a f f  member  s a i d ; 

"Huycke was l i s t en i ng t o t he r adi o one day and he came das hi ng 
i nt o our  o f f i c e and s a i d , ' I ' m t e l l i ng you t hese J aps ar e go i ng 
t o get  beat en. T hey ' r e go i ng t o get  wi ped o u t . ' I  do n ' t  want  
s t u f f  l i k e t hat  t hr own i n my f ac e . As del i c at e as t he s i t uat i o n 
i s , i t ' s not  good. The s uper v i s o r  ( J apanes e) j us t  t ur ned gr een 
when he hear d i t . 

1 i b i d . , Aug. 8, 1944, p . 6. 
2 i b i d . , Aug. 17, 1944, p . 4. 
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wHef s al ways gi vi ng you the ai r that ' I have the power to 
throw you i nt o the stockade at any t i me."1 

The t wo i nf o r mant s quot ed above wer e ver y c ons er vat i ve n i s e i  

g i r l s ; Bot h des p i s ed t he "ag i t a t o r s " of  t he November  1943 per i o d, 

bot h wer e ver y Amer i can I n t hei r  manner s and speech and one was 

an o l d T u l ean . 

Despi t e t hei r  wal k - out , Mr . Ruycke managed t o keep a poor l y 

f unc t i o n i ng s t a f f  un t i l  he l e f t  t he pr o j ec t  on Oc t ober  15. The 

wor ker s pr obabl y s t ayed because t hey needed t he j o bs . Res i dent s 

expr es s ed t he f o l l o wi ng v i ews when t he CAS was br ought  i nt o a 

c onv er s at i on at  t h i s t i me: 

Mi s s Doi  s a i d : 

" I  j us t  hear d f r om a g i r l  f r i end y es t er day t hat  t her e was 
a l o t  of  t r oubl e i n t he CAS. I  hear d Mr . Buy ek e' s per s onal  
s ec r et ar y j us t  qu i t . Fr om a l l  I  hear , t hey say t hat  t he syst em 
i s so bad t hat  un t i l  t hey get  a new set up t hey won't  go back t o 
wor k . They j us t  qui t  wi t hout  no t i c e . 

Mr . K . s ai d s uc c i nt l y and most  c o r r ec t l y : 

" I  t h i nk t he t r oubl e wi t h Mr . Huycke I s mos t l y t hat  he i s 
d i s l i k ed . 

Mr . Yamaguchi  s a i d ; 

"One r eas on t hey qui t  was t he movi e bus i nes s . I f  you t a l k 
t o anybody about  Mr . J duycke, t hey s ay , 'A- a- ah, t hat  guy I  ' He ' s 
as bad as Mr . Bes t . He pr omi ses t h i ngs he do es n ' t  do . "4 

Mr . F uj i mot o had no i n t er es t  i n t he wal k out . He expr es s ed 

a per s onal  r esent ment  agai ns t  t he CAS s ec t i on and t he s pec i al  

p r i v i l eges whi ch Mr . Huycke was accust omed t o gi ve h i s wor ker s 

i n a v ai n e f f o r t  t o gai n t hei r  l i k i n g : 

WI  hat e t o see p ar t i a l i t y shown t o t he peo p l e. The CAS 
get s away wi t h mur der . The CAS i s never  deni ed any t h i ng. They 

1 i b i d . , Sept . 14, 1944, p . 5. 
2 i b i d . , Aug. 7, 1944, p . 1 . 
5 i b i d . , p . 2* 

4 i b i d . , Aug. 11, 1944, p . 1. 
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have f i r s t  c a l l . Mess oper at i ons (wher e F uj i mot o was empl oyed) 

can ask f o r  a t r uc k and never  get  i t , 

"The l ar ge maj o r i t y of  t he peopl e can never  go out  of  t he 
f enc es . But  Huycke can t ake 20 or  30 "boys up t o Medi c i en L ak e. 
He ' s done t hat  t hr ee or  f our  t i mes . That  c r eat es bad f ee l i n g . 

WARI EN BEATEN 

E ar l y i n August  one of  t he. r e- el ec t ed war dens was beat en. 

no det a i l s wer e obt ai nabl e f r om t he admi n i s t r at i o n . The news of  

t h i s beat i ng d i d not  spr ead t hr ough t he camp i n t he manner  of  t he 

pr e- Hi t omi  mur der  beat i ngs . K . s t at ed; 

"Ther e was anot her  beat i ng i n camp. The man was o r i g i na l l y 
a po l i c eman, l ie was d i s l i k ed . He was a per son of  ver y ar r ogant  
c har ac t er . He was r e- el ec t ed as po l i ceman f o r  h i s b l o c k . When 
he ac c ept ed t he j ob he got  t he t h r as h i ng . . . Any s us p i c i ous 
c har ac t er s ( i nu ) ar e s t i l l  bei ng ver y c l o s el y wat c hed. w2 

FUJ I MOTO 1 S Kb MARKS ON LEAVE CLEARANCE AND RELOCATI ON 

F uj i mo t o , whose change of  mi nd and dec i s i o n t o l eave Tul e 

Lake has al r eady been des c r i bed , s wi s hed t o del ay h i s depar t ur e 

f o r  sever al  week s . He r e l at ed h i s exper i enc e wi t h t he head l eave 

o f f i c e r , Mr s . K i r kman, as f o l l o ws : 

"As I  see i t , t hey j us t  want  t o push you out  of  her e as f as t  
as t hey c an. They want ed me t o l eave i n t en day s . They t o l d me 
1 bet t er  s t ar t  pac k i ng because y es t er day t hey had c anc el l ed l eave 
c l ear ance f o r  t hr ee peopl e because t hey del ay ed. Mr s . Ki r kman 
s ai d , '1 t hi nk y o u ' l l  have t o l eave her e on t he 4t h . I t ' s i mper a-
t i ve t hat  you g o . ' 

" I  s ai d I  was go i ng t o see Mr . We l l s . Wel l s was hones t  wi t h 
me. He asked me, 'Ar e you s i nc er e about  want i ng t o go? ' I  s a i d , 
' Y e s . ' h© s a i d , ,r i 'o t e l l  you t he t r ut h , you ar e gi ven a t i me 
al l owance of  30 day s . ' So I  t ook t he 30 days and am l eav i ng on 
t he 18t h . I ' d l i k e t o get  back t o Gi l a . w 

F uj i mot o al so expr es s ed h i s sympat hi es f o r  t hose J apanese 

s t uck i n Tul e Lake who woul d l i k e t o get  out . 

"The guys I  f ee l  sor r y f o r  ar e t hose who came i n her e i n 
good f a i t h t o wai t  un t i l  t hey c oul d go back t o J apan. Now t hey 

1 i b i d . , Aug. 19, 1944, p . 3. 

2 i b i d . , Aug. 7, 1944, pp. 2, 3. 
°See pp. 434 -  438. 
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do n ' t  l i k e t h i s pl ac e or  t he way i t ' s r un or  t he peopl e i n i t . 
T h ey ' d l i k e t o go out  but  t hey ' r e a f r a i d of  publ i c op i n i on (pres-
sur e i n t he c amp,) 

"One of  t he boys i n my o f f i c e i s a f or mer  T u l ean , He was 
c ons i der ed an agi t at o r  at  r eg i s t r at i o n t i me. But  i n t he l as t  
mont h, what  wi t h t he hunger  s t r i k e and t he Hi t omi  k i l l i n g and 
t he pr essur e gr oups , he woul d l i k e t o go out . But  h e ' s a f r a i d 
t o go out  because of  what  he d i d bef o r e . He t h i nk s he shoul d 
s t i c k t o h i s f or mer  s t and. He ho nes t l y t o l d me t hat  h e ' d l i k e 
t o go out . But  h e ' s a f r a i d of  what  t he peopl e woul d t h i nk -
t hose peopl e he t al k ed i nt o bei ng s uper - pat r i o t s . 

F uj i mot o was qui t e c er t a i n t hat  he h i ms el f  had at  l ong l as t  

made t he c or r ec t  dec i s i o n . He s t at ed: "Even i f  I  have t o wor k 

as a j an i t o r  her e ( i n t he U. S . ) I ' l l  get  al ong bet t er  t han i f  

I  go t o J apan, . . Those guys t hat  ar e go i ng back t o J apan, t hey 

t h i nk t hey ' r e go i ng t o l i v e of  t he f at  o f  t he l and, I  bet  t hey 

wo n' t  even be abl e t o get  j o b s , " F u j i mo t o ' s s i s t er  who had been 

no t ed f o r  her  pr o- J apanese sent i ment  i n Gi l a had made an even 

mor e r emar kabl e about  f ac e , - tier  hus band, i nt er ned i n Sant a F e , 

was as k i ng her  t o j o i n hi m i n Cr y s t al  C i t y . She was det er mi ned 

not  t o do t h i s because she bel i ev ed i t  woul d make r et ur n t o J apan 

i nev i t ab l e . n I  do n ' t  want  t o go back t her e and spend my t i me 

l uggi ng manur e, " she s a i d . Her  c ur r ent  p l an was t o r emai n i n 

Tul e L ak e, hope t hat  t he war  woul d l as t  at  l eas t  t wo mor e y ear s , 

have her  c h i l d r en f ed and educ at ed wi t hout  expense and t hen go 

o ut . By t hat  t i me, she hoped her  o l des t  son woul d be abl e t o 

as s i s t  her  i n s uppor t i ng t he f ami l y , 

ATT I TUI ES ON THE WAR 

Despi t e t he unf avor abl e war  nev/s and t he f a l l  of  Sai pan 

t her e was no mar ked i nc r eas e i n r e l o c at i o n dur i ng t h i s per i o d. 

(At  l eas t  I  never  coul d f i nd out  t hat  t her e was . ) Many of  t he 

younger  n i s e i  began t o f ee l  anx i o us , es pec i a l l y i f  t hey had no 

r eas on t o f ear  t he d r a f t . F ew, however , had t he det er mi nat i on 

R . Hank ey , No t es , Aug. 19, 1944, pp . 2, 4- 5. 
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of  F u j i mo t o . Ev i denc es of  r es t l es s nes s came f r om sever al  I nf or m-

ant s . Mr s . *amaguc hi , a t eacher  i n t he J apanese School  st at ed: 

"My s t udent s ar e as k i ng me, 'Sens e 1 ( t ea c h e r ) 1 , t hey s ay , 
' What 'woul d you t h i nk i f  I  got  l eave c l ear anc e and got  out  of  
her e? ' They bel i ev e a l l  t hey r ead i n t he paper s . They say , 
' Sa i pan was t ak en. T h i s pl ace and t hat  pl ace was t ak en. Gee 
wh i z , what ' s go i ng t o happen t o u s . ' I  r ea l l y do n ' t  bl ame t hem. "1 

A k i bei  man s a i d : 

"When t he To j o c abi net  f e l l  and Sai pan was t aken a l o t  o f  
peopl e t hought  t hat  J apan was go i ng t o l ose t he war . A l o t  of  
peopl e woul d r ea l l y l i k e t o r el oc at e now, but  t hey ' r e even 
scar ed t o go t o t he admi ni s t r at i on bu i l d i ng t o as k . T h a t ' s why 
I  t h i nk t hey shoul d hur r y up wi t h r e- s egr egat i o n . "2 

Mi s s Nakamur a, a ver y Amer i can n i s e i  s a i d : 

"They (t he i s s e i ) ar e j us t  s at ur at ed wi t h t he i dea of  Amer i can 
gener o s i t y . They s ay , 'Do n ' t  wor r y , Amer i ca i s n ' t  go i ng t o l et  
us s t ar v e. I f  J apan l o s es , Amer i ca i s go i ng t o t ake car e of  u s . 
You j us t  s t ay hs r e unt i l  t he end o f  t he war . Af t er  you go out  
t hen, Amer i ca wi l l  be ver y gener ous . 

" I ' v e been wor k i ng on my mot her  t o l et  me o ut . I  t hought  
I  had her  al most  t a l k ed i nt o i t , but  now s h e ' s agai ns t  i t . She 
s ay s , 'How can you f o r s ak e J apan at  a t i me l i k e t h i s ? ' When J apan 
was on a mor e or  l es s even bas i s she was j us t  about  c o ns ent i ng. 

"Ever yj mor ni ng ever ybody l i s t ens t o t he shor t  wave s et s . T h a t ' s 
a l l  t hey do nowadays . They ev en t al k about  i t  openl y i n t he hos-
p i t a l  . 

" I  t h i nk t he o l der  peopl e wi l l  never  weaken. When J apan 
l o s es , t hey s ay , 'We must  expec t  some r ev er s es . ' 

"Peopl e ar e so s c ar ed of  what  t hei r  nei ghbor s ar e go i ng t o 
s ay . T hei r  f o l k s ar e ver y a f r a i d t o l et  t he n i s e i  go o ut . I t ' s 
mor e t he nei ghbor s t han the* par ent s t hems el ves . "3 

F uj i mo t o , who had made h i s dec i s i o n , nade t he f o l l o wi ng anal y s i s 

" I  do n ' t  t h i nk Ger many i s go i ng t o ho l d up much l o nger . But  
t he peopl e i n camp j us t  r ef us e t o t h i nk a b o u t . i t . They j us t  want  
t o be b l i nd t o i t . Maybe t hey ' r e a f r a i d t o show t hat  t hey f ee l  
i t , because t hey mi ght  br i ng di s f av o r  on t hemsel ves . Maybe some 
j us t  do n ' t  want  t o open t hei r  ey es . 

"T h er e ' s anot her  gr oup t hat  s ay s , ' I f  I ' m go i ng t o be r e-
s egr egat ed agai n , I ' m go i ng o u t . ' Y o u ' d be s ur pr i s ed how many 
o f  t hem t her e ar e. 

J u l y 19, 1944, p . 3 . 
Âug. 23, 1944, p . 2. 

5 A u g . 24, 1944, p . 5. 
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Anxi et y over the progress of ths war oont i nued through 

September and October and the wr i t er bel i eved, though t hi s 

i s sai d wi t h r eser vat i ons that i t reached i t s hi ghest peak 

i n l ate Oct ober � On September 17t h, Mr . Fuj i not o remarked: 

"Ther e are two school s of thought r i ght now« One i s 

that J apan i s t aki ng an awf ul  beat i ng and we better get out 

whi l e the get t i ng is good* And you'd be sur pr i sed how many 

of these there are'« 

"The other i s a more or l ess hard- headed view whi ch i s 

thot al l  the l osses and al l  the defeat s that J apan i s suf f er i ng 

i s al l  mi l i t ar y st r at egy* You'd be sur pr i sed how hard- headed 

some of these peopl e ar e* I had one fel l ow OP me out and t el l  

me no matter how l ong the war l ast s» J apan i s bound to wi n* Of 

oour se, what I t hought , I di dn' t t el l  hi m* 

"ns f ar as I know, I woul d say a good 70% are now havi ng 

thei r doubts about a vi ct or i ous oountry back home* The other 

30£ are the ones who i nsi st thot t hey'r e go i n? back there 

r egar dl ess of whi c h si de i s vi ct or i ous* And among the 70  ̂

you'd be sur pr i sed how many are r epat r i at es and expat r i at es* 

"A bunoh of ki bei s were t al ki ng the other day about goi ng 

baok to J apan dur i ng the war * When you consi der t h*t t hey 

were al l  young f el l ows who oame &x from baok there wi t hi n the 

l ast seven to ten year s, and son» more r eoent l y -  there were 

seven or ei ght of them t al ki ng -  the quest i on was« ' i f they go 

baok dur i ng the war and go i nto the Army ar*3 gi ve thei r l i f e 

for thei r oount r y, woul d t hey s t i l l  be as anxi ous to go baok 

r i ght now as af t er the war *' And I 'm t el l i ne you, not a damn 

one of them answer ed* Ther e's a l ot of them l i ke t hat * 

"i f an exohange boat oame r i ght now there woul d be ver y 

few of them of Army age on i t *" l / 

l£r . K* a t r ul y si noare expat r i at e gave hi s opi ni on. I t 

bore out Fuj i mot o's statement on how the 30  ̂ who st i l l  hed 

f ai t h i n ul t i mate vi ot or y for J apan were t hi nki ng: 

" I won't say much about the young peopl e because 3te 

thei r mi nds are too f l ex i bl e. But among those wi t h whom I 

assoc i at e, t hey arc l ooki ng forward to very pl easant news. 

Of oour se, i t might be the f eel i ng of any person whan r ever ses 

Cont i nue. But my opi ni on i s , those cer sons (WHO t hi nk l i w 

me} r ej oi oe that the cl i max of the war i s not far away and are 

sure i t wi l l  be a pl easant one. 

"To some ext ent » those who know J apanese hi st or y ooul d 

al most say why they are r et r eat i ng and they are j ust t easi ng 

the enemy and teasi ng him r i ght al ong and dr aggi ng him r i ght 

1/ i bi d. , Sept . 17, 1944, p . 3 . 
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Into the t r ap . Of cour se* there ar e p o s s i b i l i t i es that the enemy 

hi msel f »i l l  di scover the t r ap. I f they di scover the t r ep, i t 

� i l l  be a i on* drawn out t hi ng." \ / 

I n l ate October the news of the hmt l oan of fenel ves near the 

Fhi l l i pi w s end Formosa caused great concern« Though K. , Yam® shi t© 

end Abe di f f er ed enormousl y on thei r 17lews of ceirp pol i t i c s , «11 

three made state ujents of the earns ohar act er . Undoubt edl y, the 

f ol i o«i n? at t i t ude was wi despr ead. 

Ya ma shi t » asked the wr i ter i s she l i st ened to the short wave 

br o adc as t s . When she sai d she di d no t , he st at ed! 

"Thi s i s el ect i on time so the Amer i can Of f i ce of Wa» Informat i on 

i s under very st r i ot censor shi p by the Democrat i c par ty under the 

Poosevei t r egi me, m a l ot of t hi ngs, the Ansr i oan peopl e have been 

purposel y mi si nfor med. I per sonal l y cannot understand how the 

Amer i oan govsr r awnt , even for a short whi l e, can camoufl age the news, 

mi si nformi ng the Amer i can peopl e« 

° I n the Formosa bat t l e and the fl i i l l ipine bat t l e, you probabl y 

heard the Amer i can radi o make tha r tetement that two- thi rds of the 

J apanese I mper i al  f l eot has been damaged and i s gone for good and 

that the Amer i can f�4et was damaged very l i t t l e. 

"Of cour se, we cannot rel y f ul l y upon the short wave. Ons 

vessel  can be sunk wi t h one ai r pl ane wi t h one pi l ot who jumps r i ght 

onto the veasel and expl odes l i fe and ever yt hi ng. What has been 

done (by the Amer i cana) i n the Phi l l i pl nea and Formosa we oannot 

be l l eve. 

"I ' m wat chi ng wi t h i nterest how the Amer i oan government i s 

goi ng to rel ease tha news of the Phi l l i pi net ( T . Meant the 

unpl easant t r ut h)." 2 / 

On the same day Mr . K« sel dt 

"We hear j ust the reverss of the Amer i can newspapers 

over the shortwave from J apan« Amer i ca says i t si nks 20 

J apanese shl paj  tha J apanese r adi o says they sank 30 Amer i can 

shi ps. Ameri oa says i t a hot down 125 pl anes; the J apanese 

r adi o says i t shot down 126 An»r l ean pl anes. X t hi nk the 

Democrat i c par ty ought to be af r ai d thet the nepubl i can par t y 

wi l l  bl ast Roosevel t 's l i es« 

" I can't understand Roosevel t want i n* to be pr esi dent 

agai n, uni esr he knows that the count ry i s i n bad shape an! 

that the next pr esi dent *»* may di scl ose al l  the t hi i ws he has 

done." 3 / 

1/ i bi d«, Sept . 1®, 1944, p. 

r / l b I d. , SapterA&tr t fd** Oot . 30, 1944, pp. 5- 4. 

T / T &f f . , p . 4« 
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MT* Abe st ®t ed: 

"Do you t hi nk the Amer i can publ i c bel i eve« the news t hey 

� re gi ven about the f i ght i ng i n the Phl l l i pi nes end on For mose, 

We hear the opposi te t hi n� fro® J apan, 

"The J apanese st r at egy I TS act ual l y t he same as I guessed. 

I n J une the J apamse sal t tpk» Ci t y mwepaper sai d, »What 's the 

matter wi t h the J apanese Wavy?1 Then I »r ot e four pages on the 

subj ect of J apanese Pi c l f i c st r at egy as I see i t , I sai d that 

a bi s p©v*1 bat t l e woul d be around Formosa and the Phi l l i pl r as , 

"What I woul d l i ke to know i s thct i f the Amer i can flavy 
won the bot t l e as they ol ai m, why are they sendi ng more Amer i oan 
f or ces to Teytc i sl and? 

"Another t hi ne, the r ecal l  of St i l l we i l  ? nd the r esi gnot i on 

of the ambassador . The papers say i t i s onl y ( ? ) , My guess i t 

that St i l Twel l  and the Araari csn Government advi sed CMei  ̂ Rsi 

Shek to wai t unt i l  the flavy bat t l e. I f they wi n, Amer i can wi l l  

�end i t « f l eet to ai d Chi ang Kai shek. Af t er the bat t l e Chi ang 

ffci  Shek tol d St i l Uc l l , t h a t ' s th« matter ei t h you? what 's 

your posi t i on," 

On gener al  oemp sent i ment toward the course of the war , MP, 

Abe st at ed: 

"Ever y i ssei  J apanese ai l  bl i ndl y bel i eve that J apan wi l l  

wi n. So i t ' s out of the quest i on how they f eel . Of eourse the 

i sael  J apanese i s other camps might heve doubts about the 

outoome of the war , But the i ssei  in t hi s car p « n bel i eve 

f i nal  vi ot or y i s t hei r s, 

"So , what you cel l  f ence- si t t er s -  the ni sei  fi l l  don't 

know why the J apanese war star ted and how the war fut ur e 

woul d be. So they mi ght change thei r mind as the si t uat i on 

changes. But the i ssei , I don't t hi nk, 

"Some i ssei  st i l l  have pr oper ty out si de. So they want 

to di spose of t hat af t er the war i s over and then go baok 

to J apan, That 's why they say they d0n f t want to go baok 

on the f i r st exchange boat , 

"Those i ssei  who l eave camp for the outsi de are di sgust ed 

at the condi t i ons in or.Rip ( W e Take), Even among the resegregaftts 

there ar e inchy who want to l i ve i n peace," \ J  

Dur i mr the l at ter ho I f of Sept ember , cer t ai n st af f members 

made repeated al l usi on to the fact that they were bei ng approached 

b/ evacuees, younger peopl e in par t i cul ar , wi t h r equest s for 

i nfor mat i on on h- ŵ to fret out of camp. Mr . Rober t son tol d how a 
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boy from t fupp hod come to see hi m and sai d: "Mr . Rober t son, 

you have al way« gi ven rse good Mv i oc I n the pest � Vow I 

r eal l y need i t « I went to ret out of her e; I don't want to 

go to J apan. X don't want to et ay her e*" The boy added that 

many other peopl e were begi nni ng to f ee1 t hi s way, even many 

£6 the boys from TJ BUPP who were supposod to be pro- J apanese* l / 

Bff. She l i e t of Wel f ar e tol d of a young woman wel far e worker 

who tol d hi m she wanted to get out of camp. Her par ents 

wi ehed to go to J apan but she coul d not faee i t « Her par ent s 

di sapproved of her desi r e to l eave oai»p because of "what 

peopl e wi l l  t hi nk." % J  On Septeber 26t h i r � Rober tson remarksid 

that he was r ecei vi ng an i ncr easi ng number of i noui r l es f r om 

fenoe- a Ut er s . Few oskad out r i ght about r el ocat i on, but 

dropped hi nt s hp to how they might proceed to *et l eave cl ear ance« 5 / 

Dr . Opl er oonrented upon thi s at t i t ude and stated i n hi s report of 

September 29t h that there had bven more vi si t or 3 to the t **ve Hear i ng 

of f i cer * 4 / Ho « much the pressure caused by the eegr egat i on Group 

wae r esponsi bl e for thi s very sl i ght i ncr eased In r el ocat i on i s 

debnt eabl e � Amer i can successes i n the Pac i f i c were pr obabl y more 

pot ent * However , the wr i t er kno*s of sever al  r el ocat i ons whi ch 

were st i mul ated by threats from the uansanar gsng* 

ti leEBxfti  ni Mft i nFpxni rHi xx 

l y t r ar . , sept, i s, 19a, p. 1. 
r / TTHxT. , p. 2 . 

T / T E T 3". , sept . 26, 1944, p . 5 . 

T / 3HSE*** WFA, Communi ty A l a fry s i s , Unt i t l ed, Sept * 29, 1944, p . 4* 
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M I  t h i nk about  8 , 000 of  t hem r ea l l y want  t o go "back t o J apan. 
That 1 a not  a c ons er vat i ve f i gu r e . I  shoul d say i t  woul d be any-
wher e bet ween 5, 000 and 8 , 000. Of  t he 8, 000 I  t hi nk t her e wi l l  
be a l o t  of  f or mer  Tul eans because a l o t  of  t he f or mer  Tul eans 
I ' v e seen wer e peopl e who r ef us ed t o r eg i s t e r . They appl i ed f o r  
r epat r i a t i o n t o o . 

"A l s o I  t h i nk a l o t  of  t hose who moved her e f r om Manzanar  
and J er ome wi l l  want  t o get  o ut . (The wr i t er  bel i ev es F uj i mot o 
means f go t o J apan' h e r e . ) Manzanar  and J er ome has mor e super -
pat r i o t s t han a l l  t he r es t  o f  t he camp put  t o get her . 

Tl fe RI Sh OF THE PRO- J APAI fc Sh PRESSURE, GROUP 

Bef or e pr oc edi ng wi t h t he d i s c us s i o n of  t he r i s e of  t he 

most  power f ul  pr es s ur e gr oup i n t he c amp's h i s t o r y , i t  i s neces-

sar y t o c l ar i f y t he t er m pr es s ur e as i t  has been us ed i n t h i s 

r epo r t , hnor mous pr es s ur e can be put  upon i nd i v i dual s or  gr oups 

i n camp t hr ough an al most  un i v er s a l l y hel d at t i t ude whi ch i s so 

s t r ong t hat  c oer c i ve measur es or  pr opaganda f r om an i n t er es t ed 

gr oup o f  axe- gr i nder s s c ar c el y make i t  mor e po t ent . The i dea o f  

not  bet r ay i ng t he Nego t i at i ng Commi t t ee i n t hei r  need, t he at t i -

t udes he l d t owar d a per s on who mi ght  gi ve over t  expr es s i o n of  

l o y al t y t o t he Uni t ed St at es , t ne b i t t e r  hat r ed o f  t he i nu are 

exampl es . Ot her  at t i t udes may be p r es ent , whi c h, t hough s t r ong, 

can be made much mor e power f ul  i f  pr oper  ac t i on i s t aken by a_ 

v i s i b l e or  under gr ound gr oup o f  l eader s . J Not  appear i ng t o co-

oper at e wi t h or  c o nc i l i at e t he admi ni s t r at i on i s an axi om of  camp 

l i f e and can be c l as s ed wi t h t he f i r s t  t ype of  p r es s ur es . However , 

when t h i s l ac k of  co- oper at i on r eac hed t he po i nt  wher e i t  gr eat l y 

i nc onveni enc e t he r es i den t s , t he unt i r i ng e f f o r t s of  t he under -

gr ound gr oup wer e l ar gel y r es po ns i b l e . Ther e i s yet  anot her  

t ype of  p r es s ur e: t hat  app l i ed by a gr oup whi ch by s t r ong or gani -

zat i o n and r ecour se t o v i o l enc e can f or ce a po pul at i o n i nt o 

X i b i d . t  Aug. 19 , 1944, p . 1 . 
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submi t t i ng t empor ar i l y t o a cour se of  ac t i o n of  whi ch t he maj o r i t y 

do not  appr ove. I f  t h i s gr oup can l oudl y l ay c l ai m t o accept ed 

and admi r ed at t i t udes whi c h ser ve t o mask i t s i n t ent i o ns and 

ac t i v i t i e s , i t  can bef uddl e and i nt i mi dat e t he peopl e over  a 

l ong per i o d . A gr oup of  t h i s c har ac t er  had s l owl y and c aut i o us l y 

been gat her i ng i t s s t r engt h and l ay i ng p l ans t hr oughout  t he spr i ng 

and summer  of  1944. I t  came i nt o t he open i n August  of  1944 wi t h 

c l ev er l y d i s gu i s ed ai ms . I t  r eac hed t he c l i max of  i t ' s s t r engt h 

i n l at e Oc t ober  and November  at  whi ch t i me, ev en t hough i t  suf -

f er ed f r om cons t ant  i nt er nal  schi sms and j ea l o us i es , i t  al most  

compl et el y domi nat ed t he camp. By t h i s t i me i t ' s r ul e had become 

so i r k i ng t hat  wel l - i nf o r med, cour ageous J apanese began t o f or m 

t he r udi ment s o f  an o ppo s i t i o n . T h i s o ppo s i t i o n , however , was 

l ar gel y an i &i Uf i  dual  e f f o r t  and di d not  come t o t he knowl edge 

o f  t he o r di nar y camp r es i dent . F ar  mor e i mpor t ant  i n e f f ec t i ng 

camp at t i t udes was t he oppos i t i on of  a r i v a l  pr es s ur e gr oup under  

t he l eader s h i p of  a r i v a l  pr es sur e gr oup whi c h c ont ai ned Rev . K a i , 

Mr . Kur at omi , Mr . Ts uda and sever al  of  t he s t ockade r e l eas ees . 

Open c o nf l i c t  br oke out  i n l at e November  and December  and f o r  a 

b r i e f  per i o d i t  appear ed t hat  gang war f ar e woul d r es u l t . Bef or e 

t h i s c oul d r eac h a c l i max, t he depar t ment  of  J us t i c e made a 

sudden appear ance and began t o i n t er n t he l eader s of  t he domi nant  

pr essur e gr oup i n l ar ge number s . 

Conc l us i on must  be ent er ed her e -  when i t  c onc l udes . 

Sy nt hes i s of  Pr e- August  devel opment  of  t he Maj or  P r essur e Gr oup 

Unf o r t unat el y , t h i s gr oup changed i t s name many t i mes dur i ng 

i t s l ong and compl ex h i s t o r y , and mor eover , c ont ai ned wi t h i n i t  
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sever al  o r gan i zat i o ns wi t h d i f f er ent  names . I 'he name by whi ch 

t he ent i r e body was most  f r equent l y c a l l ed by t he r es i dent s was 

Re s egr egat i on Gr oup or  i n J apanes e, Sai k ak ur l ? ? (P l eas e c or r ec t  

t h i s ) and t h i s i s t he name whi ch wi l l  be adopt ed i n t h i s nar r at i v e. 

At  i t ' s ver y beg i nn i ng, t h i s name was not  us ed , but  s i nce r e segr e-

gat i o n was al ways one of  t he gr o up 's maj or  ai ms , t h i s i nac c ur ac y 

i s not  s er i o us . 

The ul t i mat e ger m of  t he Re s egr egat i on Gr oup l ay i n a gr oup 

of  f anat i c a l  s t at us- quo suppor t er s whi ch was pr obabl y domi nat ed 

by segr egees f r om J er ome. Th i s gr oup pr obabl y d i d not  number  

mor e t han 100 peopl e (*?'?) and was undoubt edl y l ay i ng p l ans as 

ear l y as December  1943, and at  f i r s t  i t  devot ed i t s e l f  t o obt ai n i ng 

t he r el eas e of  t he s t ockade det a i nees , par t i c u l ar l y t he Negot i at -

i ng Commi t t ee. I t  made i t s f i r s t  at t empt  i n behal f  of  t he det ai nees 

i n mi d- J anuar y of  1944 by s o l i c i t i ng t he a i d of  &r . Rober t s on, 

t he As s i s t ant  P r o j ec t  Di r ec t o r  i n char ge of  Oper at i o ns , who had 

an es t ab l i s hed r eput at i o n f o r  c o ns i der at i o n and cour t esy t owar d 

t he J apanese gai ned at  L eupp. Wi t h gr eat  c aut i o n, a member  of  

t he gr oup r eques t ed t hat  he c al l  on a c er t a i n per son i n bl o c k 11. 

Fr om t her e he was d i r ec t ed t o bl oc k 6 wher e he met  a gr oup of  

s t r ong st at us- quo s uppo r t er s . They asked hi m t o i nt er c ede i n 

behal f  of  t he det ai nees and t o t a l k t o t he det ai ned l eader s . 

Rober t s on di d t h i s . On t h i s oc c as i on Kur at omi  pr omi sed t hat  i f  

t he det ai nees wer e r e l eas ed , t he Nego t i at i ng Commi t t ee woul d 

r es i gn . He al s o pr omi sed t hat  i f  t wo member s of  t he Nego t i at i ng 

Commi t t ee wer e r e l eas ed f o r  a shor t  per i o d of  t i me t hey woul d 

t e l l  t he peopl e t o ho l d a new e l ec t i o n . When Rober t s on t ook t he 

mat t er  up wi t h Mr . Bes t , Bes t  r ef us ed t o t ake any ac t i o n and 
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war ned Rober t son about  hav i ng any t hi ng t o do wi t h t h i s gr oup. 

T h i s i nc i dent  was t he begi nni ng of  Ro ber t s o n 's sympat hy and 

champi onshi p of  t he Re s egr egat i on Gr oup. Rober t son was pr obabl y 

t hei r  onl y f r i end among t he appo i nt ed p er s o n n e l . 1 

I n l at e J anuar y Mr . Bes t  r ec ei v ed a l e t t er  whi ch was undoubt -

edl y f r om member s of  t h i s gr oup: 

"Pr oposi ng the Admi ni st r at i on to devi se a pl an whereby the 
camp be di vi ded i n two, i n order to avoi d possi bl e f l ar e- up or 
conf l i c t and to pr eser ve or der ."2 

T h i s was t he f i r s t  out - and- out  r eques t  f o r  r e s egr egat i on 

of  s p l i t t i ng t he camp I nt o t wo gr oups t o keep t he peac e. Reseg-

r egat i o n was t o become t he c h i ef  ai m of  t he gr oup and l at er  gave 

r i s e t o enor mous p r es s ur e. I t  gave t he gr oup i t s name. 

I n mi d- Febr uar y t he gr oup made a much bo l der  b i d f o r  r ecogni -

t i o n : c a l l i ng t hemsel ves t he "mi no r i t y " and s t at i ng t hat  t hey 

r epr es ent ed t he s t at us- quo f ac t i o n , t hey sent  a l et t er  t o Mr . 

Sc hmi dt , t he Head o f  I n t er na l  Sec ur i t y . They r eques t ed f i v e 

t h i ngs : 1) t hat  t he "au t ho r i t i es assur e t he 'mi no r i t y ' of  no 

i n t er f er enc e, pendi ng i t s t empor ar y r ec o gni t i o n t o expedi t e t he 

adj us t ment ; 2) t hat  t he aut ho r i t i es di s s o l v e t he Co- or di nat i ng 

Commi t t ee t empor ar i l y f o r  an i ndef i n i t e per i od and r ec ogni ze 

a new t empor ar y commi t t ee ac t i ng i n t he i n t er es t  of  t he mi no r i t y ; 

3) t hat  i f  t he exper i ment  pr oved s uc c es s f u l , t he Co- or di nat i ng 

Commi t t ee was t o be per manent l y d i s s o l v ed, t he mi nor i t y was t o 

be f r ee t o cooper at e wi t h t he back t o wor k pr ogr am, and a new 

r epr es ent at i v e body was t o be el ec t ed by t he r es i dent s ; 4) t hat  

mar t i al  l aw be suspended f o r  t wo weeks and " i f  t he conduct  of  

1See pp. 195- 196 of  Mai n Repor t  f o r  de t a i l . 
2 i b i d . . p . 204. 
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t he co l ony s hal l  have "been commendabl e" t h i s wi t hdr awal  was t o 

be ext ended I n de f i n i t e l y ; 5) t hat  peac ef ul  conduct  i n t he co l ony 

was t o war r ant  t he r el eas e of  t he det ai ned men. Repr es ent at i v es 

of  t he 'admi ni s t r at i o n spoke t o Mr . Uc h i , t he s i gner  of  t h i s l e t t e r , 
\  

but  no ot her  c onc es s i on was gr ant ed,  ̂ I t  wi l l  be r emember ed t hat  

by gr ant i ng t h i s gr oup t he cour t esy o f  an i n t er v i ew, t he admi ni s -

t r at i o n so es t r anged t he Co- or di nat i ng Commi t t ee t hat  t hey t hr eat -

ened t o r es i gn . 

I n l at e F ebr uar y when a l ar ge cont i ngent  of  segr egees f r om 

Manzanar  ar r i v ed at  Tul e Lake some par t  of  t h i s Re s egr egat i on 

Gr oup pr oduced a l ong pr opaganda pamphl et  whi ch i t  d i s t r i but ed 

s ec r et l y t o t he new ar r i v a l s . The pamphl et  was t i t l ed "Tr ue 

P i c t ur e of  t h i s Cent er " and s t r es s ed t hat  "t he r oot  of  t he i nc i -

dent  l ay i n t he ques t i on of  evacuee s t a t u s . " I t  accused t he WRA 

of  t r y i ng t o conver t  t he so- cal l ed l oy al  el ement s t o l oy al t y t o 

Amer i c a, and of  per pet r at i ng a "dar k st r eam of  s i n i s t er  p l o t " 

agai ns t  t he r es i dent s by d i s s o l v i ng t he Lal hyo Sha and ho l d i ng 

compul sor y r ef er endum. I t  s t r es s ed "t he s t i f f  pr o t es t  made by 

t he J apanese gover nment " and emphas i zed one t r u l y s i gn i f i c an t  

po i n t ; "No n- c l ar i f i c at i o n of  s t at us was t he r oot  of  a l l  c ent er  

t r oubl es up t o d a t e . " Al t hough much e f f o r t  was expended t o f i n d 

t he aut hor s and d i s t r i but o r s of  t h i s pamphl et , t hey wer e not  

appr ehended»  ̂

I n Mar ch 1944, t h i s compar at i vel y smal l  Re s egr egat i on Gr oup 

was augment ed and gr eat l y s t r engt hened by t he addi t i o n of  a 

numbe r  of  men who ent er ed camp wi t h t he Manzanar  segr egees or  

1 i b i d ( k t  ̂
2 i b i d . , pp . 254- 260. 
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I t was al so I n 1st« {¿oroh or ear l y Apr i l  that a cl i que of agi t at or s 

from Poaton assumed th« domi nant posi t i on i n tbs gr oup. The most 

i nf l uent i al  member of t hi s ol i que was MT. YamasMt a. Two ««11 

i nformed J apanese gave the wr i t er thi s i nfor mat i on l at er , when they 

f el t f r ee t o speak* It i s undoubtedl y cor rect si nce i t f i t s 

l ogi oal l y wi t h much other svi dsnos* 

"At f i r st ths Sai kakur i  Ssi gan (Besegr egat i on Gr oup) was 

domi nated by the PosVon gr oup. . . Bl ock 32 was the nest of that 

gr oup." 1/ 

"Most of tbs i mportant poi i oi es were aot ual l y adopted by the 

peopl e from the Poston c l i que, Ono, TamashHa and Qohi da, they 

were a l l  t i ed up wi t h Mr . Yamaehi ta i n Post on. That 's what gave 

them so muoh power 2 / 

These men oan be termed genu ins 

l / B . Bsnkey, J t ot ee, l »r . 6t 1946, pp. 2- 3. 

1U i bi d. , P. f l  
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exper i enc ed ag i t at o r s . Sev er al , l i k e Mr . Wakayama, came f r om 

Manzanar ; one, and pr obabl y mor e, l i k e Mr . Y amas hi t a, wer e r el eas ed 

i nt er nees f r om Sant a F e . I n t he Assembl y Cent er s and Rel oc at i on 

Cent er s i n whi ch t hese men had pr ev i o us l y r es i ded t hey had become 

no t ed f o r  t hei r  r ad i c a l i s m, f o r  t hei r  v i o l ent  ant i - Amer i can sent i -

ment s and f o r  t hei r  consummat e ab i l i t y t o i nvo l ve t hemsel ves i n 

any agi t at i ng movement . The t wo I nd i v i dua l s ment i oned above had 

had unsavor y r eput at i ons i n pr e- evac uat i on l i f e , hav i ng i ndul ged 

i n p r ac t i c es wher eby t hey benef i t ed t hemsel ves at  t he expense cf  

t hei r  f e l l o w J apanes e. They f o l l o wed t he same pat t er n i n Tul e 

L ak e. The wr i t er  became wel l  ac quai nt ed wi t h bot h of  t hese men 

and i s c onv i nc ed t hat  t hey wer e not  en t i r e l y s ane. Many of  

t hei r  expr es s i ons and ac t i ons bet r ay a t endency t owar d megal omani a 

and par ano i a. They , and pr obabl y sever al  o t her s of  l i k e .i l j £, ' 

wer e wel comed wi t h open ar ms by t he under gr ound Kes egr egat i on 

ar oup and soon assumed a power f ul  behi nd- t he- scenes l eader s h i p , 

whi ch t hey at t empt ed t o conceal  f r om t he Admi ni s t r at i on and, t o 

l es s er  ex t ent , f r om t he J apanese r es i den t s . Whi l e t hese men di d 

not  show t he i r  hand f o r  many mont hs , t he wr i t er , who was a f r equent  

v i s i t o r  at  t hei r  homes , not ed many i nd i c at i o ns t hat  t hey had 

al r eady t aken t he l ead i n t he under gr ound ac t i v i t i es , hav i ng , 

by v i r t ue of  t hei r  wel l  es t ab l i s hed pr es t i ge as ag i t at o r s , f o r c ed 

t he pr ev i ous l eader s i nt o mi nor  p o s i t i o n s . The wr i t er  never  

r ec ei v ed any i mpl i c at i o n t hat  t h i s di spl ac ement  was r es ent ed, 

po s s i b l y because t he gr oup whi ch was ac t i ve i n J anuar y and 

F ebr uar y was not  r i c h i n l eader s h i p mat er i a l , hav i ng l o s t  t hei r  

f or mer  l eader s t o t he s t oc k ade, and because t hey y needed 

t he pr es t i ge and adv i c eo f  t hese not ed new- comer s. 
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I t  shoul d "be ment i oned t hat  dur i ng t h i s per i o d t he Re segr e-

gat i o n Gr o up 's c ont ent i on t hat  t he "l o y a l s " be go t t en out  of  camp 

was one t o whi ch t he maj o r i t y of  t he camp r es i dent s gave over t  

iv*- * 

appr o v al . The gr oup»not  sl ow t o t ake advant age of  t h i s s i t uat i o n 

and ear l y i n Apr i l  put  t he camp i nt o a t ur moi l  wi t h a "Resegr ega-

t i o n P et i t i o n " The t echni que us ed on t h i s oc c as i on set  t he pat -

t er n f o r  many o f  t he gr o up 's l at er  endeavor s and c l ear l y i nd i c at ed 

t he pr esence of  mor e exper i enc ed and mor e ar r ogant  l eader s . A 

l e t t er  was addr es s ed t o At t or ney Gener al  Bi ddl e and t o t he Spani s h 

Ambassador  r eques t i ng t hat  t h i s gr oup be gi v en per mi s s i on t o 

c i r c u l at e a p et i t i o n f o r  t he s i gnat ur es of  t hose "who app l i ed f o r  

r epat r i at i o n or  expat r i a t i o n and who want  t o be r e s egr egat ed 

because o f  t hei r  ear nes t  des i r e t o cat ch t he f i r s t  chance of  t he 

exchange s h i p . " Mr . Bi ddl e r ef er r ed t h i s l et t ee t o Mr . I c k es 

who sent  i t  t o Mr . Myer  who pas s ed i t  on t o Mr . Bes t , t hus f r us t r at -

i ng t he des i r e of  t he gr oup who di d not  wi s h t o deal  wi t h Bes t  

but  wi t h h i s s uper i o r s . Mr . Bes t  h i ms el f  t ook no ac t i o n but  

pas s ed on t he l et t er  t o Mr . B l ac k , t he head of  Communi t y Manage-

ment . Bl ac k gave per mi s s i on f o r  t he c i r c u l at i o n of  t he p et i t i o n . 

Al t hough t he Re s egr egat i on Gr oup deni ed t hat  i t  had exer t ed 

pr essur e i n gai n i ng t he s i gnat ur es , t hi s was not  t he t r ut h . The 

i mpr es s i on gi ven t he c o l o n i s t s was unmi s t ak abl y "s i g n , i f  you ar e 

a ' t r ue J apanes e' and wi s h t o get  on t he f i r s t  exchange b o a t . " 

Al t hough es t i mat es v ar y , I t  i s pr obabl y t hat  at  l eas t  5, 000 

peopl e s i gned t h i s p et i t i o n , many agai ns t  t hei r  bet t er  j udgment  

and because I t "wo u l d do no har m." When Mr . Bl ac k became c onsc i ous 

See pp . 273- 275 of  Maj or  Repor t  f o r  at t i t udes expr es s ed dur i ng 
Mar c h. 1944. 
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of  t he exc i t ement  i n t he cent er  and t he use t o whi ch t he p et i t i o n 

had been put , he i s s ued a s t r ong s t at ement , s t at i ng t hat  t he 

admi ni s t r at i on had no i n t ent i o n t o car r y out  f ur t her  s egr egat i on 

and t hat  no aut ho r i zat i o n or  aut hent i c y had been gi v en t o t he 

c i r c u l at i o n of  t he p et i t i o n . 

The r eac t i o n i n t he c ent er  was ver y i n t er es t i ng . Al t hough 

Bl ac k was denounced as a t y p i c al  WRA empl oyee i n t hat  he had not  

kept  t o h i s wor d, t he o r di nar y c i t i z en r es ent ed t he at t empt  of  

t he nes egr egat i on Gr oup t o cut  t he d i s t i nc t i o n bet ween "l o y a l s " 

and "d i s l o y a l s " so f i n e . I ns t ead of  des i r i ng t o be par t  of  a 

nobl e s uper - pat r i o t i c gr oup who wer e t o be r es egr egat ed i n i sol at ed 

s p l ender , t he o r di nar y r es i dent  wi s hed t o r emai n i n Tul e Lake and 

haVe t he compar at i ve smal l  number  o f  "f enc e- s i t t er s " r emoved. 

T h i s was , i n f ac t , t he begi nni ng of  t he s u l l en but  hel p l es s 

mur mur i ng t hr oughout  t he camp agai ns t  t he "peopl e who wer e t oo 

r a d i c a l . " The He s egr egat i on Gr oup had t he peopl e i n a t i ght  s po t . 

I f  t hey r ef us ed t o s i gn or  ar gued agai ns t  t he p et i t i o n t hey c oul d 

and wer e publ i c l y accused of  not  bei ng t r u l y l o y al  t o J apan. I f  

t hey pr o t es t ed t oo l oudl y t hey wer e c a l l ed dogs . Few men I n camp 

had t he cour age or  I n c l i na t i o n t o r ai s e t hei r  v o i c es i n publ i c 

and po i nt  out  t hat  i f  a per s on had t aken al l  nec es s ar y s t eps 
J L ^A  ̂ OCA {/vv_ 

r e l a t i ng t o r epat r i at i o n or  ex*-  r equi r ed by t he gover nment  of  

t he Uni t  ed St at es or  J apan he need not  s i gn a p et i t i o n of  whi ch 

he d i d not  appr ove. However , many i nf or mant s expr es s ed t h i s 

sent i ment  t o t he wr i t e r . 1 T h i s at t i t ude on t he par t  of  t he gr eat  

maj o r i t y o f  t he camp r es i dent s was t o be expec t ed, and agai n 

F or  a det a i l ed d i s c us s i o n of  t h i s mat t er  see pp. 296A- 300 of  
Maj or  Repo r t . For  at t i t udes of  t he r es i dent s see pp. 308- 317. 
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r ev eal s a f undament al  ps y c ho l ogi c al  ambi val enc e. Nei t her  t he 

r e s egr egat i o n i s t s nor  t he pas s i v e bul k of  t he r es i dent s had 

unequi voc abl y made up t hei r  mi nd t o r et ur n t o J apan. The f or mer  

wer e f o r c ed t o ac t i o n by a ps y c ho l ogi c al  need t o r eas s ur e t hem-

s el v es , t he l at t er  wer e f o r c ed i nt o i nac t i o n by t hei r  i ndec i s i o n . 

The bul k of  t he peopl e di d not  want  t o move agai n mer el y t o t ake 

a c hi mer i c al  s t ep c l o s er  t o J apan. Much as t hey denounced t he 

f enc e- s i t t er s , t hey wer e t o l er ant  enough t o r ea l i z e t hat  i n t hei r  

own hear t s l ay t he seeds on i ndec i s i o n . T hei r  ai m was t o s t ay 

i n Tul e L ake and see t he war  out . 

The pr essur e gr oupy ô nt i nued ĥav i ng expr es s ed i t s e l f  openl y 

i n t h i s man n er ô agi t at e openl y and under gr ound f o r  r e- s egr egat i on. 

Cons t ant l y t hey po i nt ed t o t he t housands o f  s i gnat ur es on t hei r  

p e t i t i o n as pr oo f  of  t hei r  n u me r i c a l  s t r engt h. Many mont hs 

f a* H ^ T O r ^  ̂

l at er  t h i s des i r e ŵas f u l f i l l e d i n a pec ul i ar  manner . 

An ext r ao r di nar y r ev eal i ng s t at ement  of  t he i n t ent i o ns and 

mot i ves of  t h i s gr oup was made t o t he wr i t er  at  t h i s t i me by 

Mr a Mat s uda, who, wi t h her  hus band, was one of  t he c har t er  member s 

of  t he o r gan i z at i o n : The pat ho l o gi c al  des i r e t o be set  o f f  as 

a chosen gr oup, t he f anat i c a l  expr es s i ons o f  l o y al t y t o J apan 

and t he i nd i f f er enc e t o t he f at e o f  t hose r es i dent s who mi ght  

have d i f f er en t  c onv i c t i ons ar e c l ear l y appar ent : 

"Si nc e we came her e we c al l  our s el v es t he r eal  expat r i at es 
and r epat r i at es seek i ng t o go back t o J apan and be wi t h her  i n 
ev er y t h i ng, wi n or  l o s e , as her  s ubj ec t s . . .When we came, much 
t o our  di smay we f i n d many "l o y a l " ar e s t i l l  her e , al t hough t hey 
put  up a f r ont  of  expat r i a t i o n or  r ep at r i a t i o n . They d i d i t  as 
a means of  es c ap i ng t he dr af t  and l eav i ng t he camps s i nce Tul e 
Lake was n ' t  c l os ed or  because t hey have an oppor t uni t y t o make 
money h er e . . . 

"We do not  car e whi ch wi ns or  l o s es . We' r e go i ng t o s t i c k 
t o J apan. . . We put  up a ques t i o n: t hose who l i k e t o go back t o 
J apan at  t he f i r s t  oppor t uni t y i s t he ones who r ea l l y want  t o go 
bac k . They do n ' t  want  t o s t ay her e and see what  happens . 
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"We mi ght  be gi ven a bad pl ac e t o l i v e . We say t o t hem: 
'Woul d you go? ' They s a i d , ' Y es , we ' l l  di e t her e as J apanes e. ' 

"Those guys who wo n' t  say ' Y es ' t o t h i s ar e t he guys who ar e 
go i ng t o st ay her e . The ot her  peopl e -  t hey d i dn ' t  s t i c k up f o r  
us i n t he c r i s i s . - i t 's not  our  bus i nes s t o wor r y about  t hem."l  

I n l at e May when t he Admi ni s t r at i o n at t empt ed t o i n i t i a t e 

t he e l ec t i o n of  a r epr es ent at i v e body , t he Re s egr egat i on Gr oup 

put  a l l  of  t he f o r c e o f  i t s pr opaganda i nt o an at t empt  t o make 

i t  f a i l . T h i s e f f o r t , however , was s c ar c el y nec es s ar y because 

publ i c op i n i on was al r eady so aver se t o t he i dea . K . , a ver y 

hones t  i nf or mant  who was al r eady s us pi c i ous of  t he l eader s of  

t he gr oup, h i n t ed t o t he wr i t er  t hat  ac t i ve ag i t at i o n was go i ng 

o n: 

"T h er e ' s a par t y oppos i ng i t . . .no t  because he knows any t hi ng 
about  i t  but  because he mer el y t ook a d i s l i k e t o i t . . . H e may 
t r y t o cause a l i t t l e t r o u b l e . " 2 

When t he admi n i s t r at i o n ' s at t empt  f a i l ed mi s er abl y t he 

Re s egr egat i on (i r oup t ook t he gr eat er  par t  of  t he c r ed i t . The 

gener al  p ub l i c , however , di d not  seem t o be c onsc i ous of  t hese 

e f f o r t s of  pr opaganda, pr obabl y because i n t h i s case t he a t t i t u i es 

of  t he maj o r i t y c o i nc i ded qui t e c l o s el y wi t h t hose of  t he pr essur e 

gr oup. Nev er t hel es s , t he f a i l u r e of  t he e l ec t i o n gr eat l y s t r engt h-

ened an at t i t ude whi ch pr ev i o us l y had been expr es s ed onl y hal f -

hear t ed l y : t hat  t he det ai nees woul d have t o be r e l eas ed f r om 

t he s t ockade i f  peace and or der  wer e ever  t o come t o t he c o l ony . 

The most  c ons er vat i ve i nd i v i dua l s , some of  whom had pr ev i o us l y 

di s appr oved o f  r e l eas e, now s t at ed dogmat i c al l y t hat  i t  was t he 

onl y way out  of  t he s i t u a t i o n . 3 

R . Hank ey , No t es , Apr i l  S , 1944, p . 11. 
2 

i b i d . , May 14, 1944, p . 2. K . was pr obabl y r e f er r i ng t o Wakayama. 
3F o r  compl et e d i s c us s i o n of  e l ec t i o n see pp. 361- 375 of  Mai n Repor t . 

F or  at t i t udes see pp. 368 -  373, 5 
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C y VA -  V V f f c ^ O A ^ -

Af t er  t he Okamot o under c over  l eader  of  

t he pr essur e gr oup made an exc eedi ngl y r as h and v i o l ent  t hr eat  

of  what  he and h i s gr oup woul d doKl f  t he s o l di er  wer e ac qu i t t ed. 

Tt r i n »11 n imai  p r T i r f ĵ  Mr . Wak ayama,/ext r emel y c l ev er  l eader  of  

hoodl um young men wi t h t hei r  headquar t er s i n t he Manzanar  d i s t r i c t . 

The t hr eat  was never  c ar r i ed out  and t he "bl uf f  pr obabl y d i d 

Wakayama no good i n t he eyes of  t he peo p l e. Af t er  Mr . Ok amot o 's 

f uner al  anot her  under cover  l eader  of  t he He s egr egat i on Gr oup, 

Mr . Y amas hi t a, ac c used t he admi ni s t r at i o n of  ext r eme s t i ngi nes s 

because t hey d i d not  pay mor e t han t he us ual  po r t i on o f  t he 

f uner al  expens e. The wr i t er  f ound no i nd i c at i o n t hat  t h i s ' par t i -

cul ar  ac c us at i on was t aken up by any per sons out s i de of  t he 

Re s egr egat i on Gr oup. 

I n t he ear l y par t  o f  May c er t a i n of  t he bl oc k s and par t i cu-

l a r l y t he War d VI  J apanese Language School  began t he pr ac t i c e of  

mor ni ng exer c i s es i n t he J apanese f as h i o n . 1 I n some bl oc k s 

t hese exer c i s es wer e t aken up al most  as a f ad and bot h c h i l dr en 

and adul t s p ar t i c i p at ed . I n ot her  bl oc k s no one par t i c i pat ed; 

i t  was t oo much t r oubl e t o get  up so ear l y i n t he mor ni ng. 

These exer c i s es wer e c er t a i n l y mi l i t a r i s t i c i n nat ur e and c er t ai n 

c ons er vat i ve i s s e i  c r i t i c i z ed t hem on t h i s gr oup. They wer e 

pr ompt l y c a l l ed dogs , and one man named Mor i mot o, who was 

unpopul ar  f o r  many ot her  r eas o ns , was beat en. Ther eupon sever al  

of  t he mor e c ons er vat i ve bl oc k s gave up t he ex er c i s i ng . I t  

r emai ned f o r  t he Re s egr egat i on Gr oup t o br i ng t h i s phenomenon 

t o i t s f u l l  f l o wer . 

i b i d . , pp . 450- 453. 
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It was i n y » y that I t beoams c "'earl y apparent thet there 

«�r e two Reper de groups worki ng for the rel ease of the det ai nees« 

One of these groups was formed around the or i gi nal  nucl eus of the 

Be segregat i on Group and the other was composed of a. group of Reverend 

Kai and * r , Kuretomi 's f r i ends» i n par t i oul ar , Mr . Teuda, Mr . Mor i 

and Mr* Ki muro. J eal ousy and f r i ot i on between these two groupe must 

have devel oped muoh ear l i er than Wy for by then i t ass very 

apparent * Evi dent l y Mr � Tsuda1s group was the f i r st to nates a 

consi stent sf f or t to get tbs detai nees r el eased, Meanwhi l e, the 

r el at i ves of the dst ai nsss formed a group c aned the 3ai ban»i i n, 

wi t h ths aim of obtai ni ng r el ease by oombinsd ef f or t * Teuda 

attempted to assi st thsss peopl e for some t i me, tut when hi s 

sf f or t s brought no r ssul t s, ths sai ban- i i n f al l  mors end mors 

undsr ths i nf lus nos of the Pssegr egat i on Group and the Poston 

ol i qus, nar � Tsuda expl ai ned ths matter as f ol l ows) 

"Af t er I got out of ths st ookads, I went to ass sir� Best 

many t i mes, t r yi ng to l i qui date the stookads« * «But si nce there 

was no r esul t » they must have got ten t i r ed. They muet have suspeoted 

ny way of doi ng thi ngs and thought I was suppor t i ng M** Best 's 

idea i nstead of hol di ng out f or the i nt er nees* 

"Whsn ths idsa of hi r i ng a l awyer cams up, I went to sss 

Mr , Wakayama, He sai d i t was no use, Hs sai d, you know how 

bi g ths Uni t ed States government i s. I f thsy want to put 100 

boys i n the stookads, they wi l l  do i t anyway. The stookads 

i s j ust a / i nsi gni f i cant thi ng* I t woul d bs f ool i sh to br i ng 

i n a l awysr* I went to sss Mr , Yamashi te and hs sai d the sans 

t hi ng* 

"Ac ths sol s responsi bl e person f or br i ngi ng In a l awyer« 

I di dn't want to oause any fur ther t r oubl e«" 

Because he dsoi ded bot to get a l awyer , Tsuda «as oal l ed 

a dog by the Pasegr egat i on Group and aooused of t aki ng the 

si ds of i ff . Bsst agai nst ths dst ai nsss* l / Hs oont i nuedi 

"Pi ght af ter that t hi s hsre Sai ban- i i n got i n touoh wi th 

1/ (ystsuda -  J ul y?) 
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MP. Okamote and Mr . Iahl garai  and through him they hi r ed Mr* 

Beel g. The r esul t s were good? X don't know." l / 

In the l at t er  part of Miy t he or  I ter net Mr . Yaraashi t a 

and Mr� Ttuda for t he f i r st t i me. l i ra. Mat suda had reoo m̂ended 

that the wr i t er oai l  on Mr . Yamaehi t a. At hi s hone aha met I t . 

Ttuda and sever al  other gent l emen «ho «er e appar ent l y hol di ng 

an i nformal  conf er ence. ¿¿any months l at er , Mr . Tauda tol d the 

wr i t er that on t hi s oooagl on fa ma shi t a had urged him t o j oi n 

the re segr egat i on l et e. 

"On the day you saw me at Yamashi t af a house he asked 

me why I di dn't j oi n the Peeegr egat i on fl roup. He sai d, 'we have 

9,000 peopl e here «on and great power . I f you ahoui d bs l ong to 

� power l i ke t hat , you oan do your sel f ver y ni oe. 

Teuda, however , r efused to j oi n and l ater tol d the wr i t er 

�hyt 

" I di dn't j oi n the Heef gr egat l on Group because I f i gur ed 

the group di dn't r epr eeent the whol e oenter as ths Nsgot l at i r « 

Committee di d. Moreover , I di dn't l i ke the i dea of not l et t i ng 

al l  the peopl e i n. The f i r et coupl e of months t hi ngs were 

per f ect l y sat i sf act or y wi t h ua 

at t t t tMsnxBaatp *x ynt w tvtnx pi tx fefenxfcnjrvx rm As iiaaftnf »»am ftdoaacm* me Mate n 

Back me A was mttn n m 

"I f .1 hadn't had a son who was a eaneel  (t hi r d gener at i on 

J apanese- Amer l oan) I ' d have j oi ned ths Ho shl - dan. But my son 

i s al l  f or the Ann r l oan way. father l a l ssei , 72 year a ol d, 

and I 'm ni eei or r at her WLbel . My f at her ie the t ypi cal  i ssei , 

the stubbor n t ype. My fami l y i s j ust l i ke the oomp# l eeel , 

ni sei  and ki bel . I oan eee the pi ctur e of the whol e eamp i n my 

f ami l y. 

"The way of the Pesegr eget l on Gr oup, the Ho«hl «dap and 

thei r pr l nol pal , I l i ke i t . But thei r way of doi ng, del udi ng 

the peopl e i s ths t hi ng I 'm opposed t o. I f I ahoui d bel ong to 

the Ho a hi - da Bf ay son doea not f eel  the *ame way T do about 

i t . 1 ooul dn*t have ny son i n my houee. That 's why I can't 

do i t . 

"The pe segr egat i on Group kl oke about the di scr i mi nat i on 

and ex41uei on they had i n Amer l oa, but t hey'r e doi ng i t r i ght 

here i n thl a camp." &/ 

1/ I bi d. , Mar . 6, 1946, pp. 6, 6- 7. 

t / i bi d. , pp. 6, 6. 
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I t  was i n May al s o t hat  i t  be cape c l ear l y appar ej p t̂ hat  t her e 

wer e t wo separ at e gr oups wor k i ng f o r  t he r e l eas e 5̂? t he d e t a i n e e  ̂

One of  t hese gr oups was f or me d" ar ound t he o r d i n a l  nuc l eus oj  

t he Re aggr egat i on Gr oup a n t̂ h e o t her  was / ômposed of  a j r̂ oup 
/ / / / 

of  r / V. Kai  and Mr . Kur a't omi 1 s f r i endaf  i n p a r t i c u l a r ^Mr . Tsuda 

aj r cL'Mr . Mor i and Mr . -  i i i mur a. J eal ous y and f r i c t i o n / bet ween t hese 

/  /  
t wo gr oups must yf t ave devel oped ear l i e r  t han May ; However , bo t h 

/  
co- oper at ed J h a c er t ai n ext ent  i n br i ngi ng Mr . Bes i g of  t he 

ACLU t o t l i S a i d of  t he det a i nees j T y I n mi d- J une, however , soon 

af t er  Mr . Bes i g1 s f i r s t  v i s i t , c er t a i n member s o f  t he Re segr egat i on 

Gr oup began a gos s i p campai gn agai ns t  t he Tsuda f ac t i o n . Mr s . "Qw 

accused Tsuda of  ac t i ng as t he st ooge of  Mr , Bes t  and at t empt i r g 

t o conv i nce t he det ai nees t o wi t hdr aw t hei r  appeal  t o t he ACLU. 

V i c i o us gos s i p was spr ead by t he Re s egr egat i on Gr oup f o r  many 

mont hs and ev ent ual l y l ed t o a t empor ar y r et i r ement  of  t he Tsuda 

f ac t i o n . 

The Hi t omi  mur der  undoubt edl y added t o t he s i n i s t er  pr es t i ge 

of  at  l eas t  a c er t a i n f ac t i o n i n t he Re s egr egat i on Gr oup. Whi l e 

no evacuee woul d po i nt  t he f i n ger , many peopl e suspec t ed t hat  t he 

"boy s " of  t he gr oup wer e r es pons i bl e f o r  some of  t he beat i ngs 

t hat  pr ec eded t he mur der . Whi l e t he pat ho l o gi c al  c r aze of  beat i ngs 

r aged, t he Re s egr egat i on Gr oup d i d a l l  i t  c oul d t o f an publ i c 

hat r ed of  t he i nu . When t he mur der  oc c ur r ed, i t  was i nev i t abl e 

t hat  t he gr oup come under  s us p i c i o n , es pec i a l l y s i nce c er t a i n 

member s had ut t er ed v e i l ed t hr eat s of  mur der  ̂ onl y a f ew days 

bef o r e . I nc aut i o us member s of  t he gr oup di d not  dec r ease t h i s 

s us p i c i o n by r as h r emar k s . T h i s at t i t ude i s ver y i mpor t ant  s i nce 

i b i d . , p . 429. 
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i t  exp l a i ns t o a gr eat  degr ee t he over power i ng f ear  wi t h whi ch 

t he gr oup was r egar ded, a f ear  whi c h was ver y pot ent  i n t he 

s t r angl e- ho l d whi ch t hey l at er  gai ned over  t he camp. Many per s ons 

i n camp bel i ev ed t hat  i f  t hey opposed t he gr oup openl y t hey t oo 

woul d be mur der ed, o r , i f  t hey t hemsel ves es c aped, vengeance woul d 

be t aken upon t hei r  f ami l i es . 

devel opment  of  Al ms of  t he He s egr egat i on Gr oup -  J anuar y t o August  1944 

The pr i mar y ai m of  t he Re s egr egat i on Gr oup, c l a r i f i c a t i o n 

o f  s t at us as J apanese l oy al  t o J apan, d i s t i nc t  f r om al l  ot her  

J apanese i n t he Un i t ed St at es , had a h i s t o r y dat i ng back t o t he 

at t i t udes i mmedi at el y pr ec edi ng s egr egat i o n. Th i s dr eam of  

Tul e Lake as a pur el y J apanese camp "f o r  peopl e of  one mi nd" 

has been f u l l y des c r i bed i n t he P r e- I nc i dent  Rep o r t . 1 I t  was 

one of  t he i mpor t ant  ques t i ons br ought  up by t he f i r s t  Nego t i at i ng 
* * v O Q 

Commi t t ee. Based upon an i mper at i ve need f o r  dec i s i o n ai d. s ec ur i t y 

r at her  t han naggi ng unc er t a i n t y , i t  had t he ps y c ho l ogi c al  suppor t  
t  

of  t he gr eat  maj o r i t y of  t he t r ans f er ees . However , when t he 

Re s egr egat i on Gr oup c ar r i ed t hei r  demands beyond t h i s des i r e f o r  

c l a r i f i c a t i o n of  s t at us t o t he po i nt  wher e t hey advocat ed t he 

s epar at i on of  f ami l i es , and s ac r i f i c e and s u f f er i ng f o r  t he sake 

of  J apan, t hey l o s t  t he oppor t uni t y of  ga i n i ng suppor t  f r om t he 

bu l k of  t he peopl e and met  wi t h pas s i v e r es i s t anc e. 

The f i r s t  i s s ue behi nd whi ch t he gr oup t hr ew al l  of  i t s 

s t r engt h was t he r el eas e of  t he st ockade det a i nees . Bef or e and 

af t er  t h i s was accompl i shed i t  di d a l l  i t  coul d t o embar r ass and 

i nc onveni enc e t he admi ni s t r at i o n and t o keep up publ i c h o s t i l i t y . 

The l a t t er  e f f o r t  was s c ar c el y needed, f o r  hat r ed or  scor n of  t he 
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admi ni s t r at i on was a cons t ant  el ement  of  camp l i f e . Mr . Bes t  

was t he c h i ef  t ar get  of  t he gr oup, s i nce i t s member s and most  cf  

t he camp r es i dent s bel i ev ed t hat  t he r emoval  of  Mr . Bes t  and t he 

s ubs t i t u t i o n of  a mor e compet ent  man "who under s t ood t he J apanes e" 

was i mper at i ve i f  camp l i f e was t o be i mpr oved. The gr oup t ook 

advant age of  ever y d i f f i c u l t y i nt o whi ch t he admi ni s t r at i on f e l l , 

us i ng t hese s i t uat i o ns t o i nc r eas e h o s t i l i t y . Al so i t  f ought  
o 

ever y admi ni s t r at i v e measur e whi ch woul d dec r ease t he chaos of  

camp c ondi t i ons and br i ng about  a s i t uat i o n wher e Tul e Lake c oul d 

be s ai d t o be f unc t i o n i ng nor mal l y and peac ef u l l y . 

I n Apr i l  t he r es egr egees adopt ed a po l i c y of  s et t i ng t hemsel ves 

and t hei r  f o l l o wer s o f f  as a s pec i al  gr oup of  per sons t r u l y l oyal  

t o J apan i n a nobl e and u n s e l f i s h f as h i o n whi c h woul d d i s t i ngu i s h 

t hem once and f o r  al l  f r om t he i gnobl e f enc e- s i t t er s . T h i s pr oved 

t o be a maj or  ps y c ho l o gi c al  er r o r  i f  t hei r  i nt ent  was t o gai n 

t he suppor t  of  t he camp as a who l e. T h i s par t i c u l ar  at t i t ude 

i nc r eas ed i n s t r engt h and emphas i s un t i l  i t  l ed t o t he adopt i on 

of  at t i t udes and ac t i ons of  as t o n i s h i ng f anat i c i s m. 

Mur mur i ng and s us p i c i o n al r eady appar ent  

Bef or e t he Re s egr egat i on Gr oup embar ked upon i t s f or mal  

debut , vo i c es wer e al r eady bei ng c aut i o us l y r a i s ed agai ns t  i t . 

Wi t h t he ext r eme r el uc t anc e of  t he J apanese t o bet r ay even t he 

most  r epr ehens i bl e o f  h i s f e l l o ws t o a Cauc as i an, t hese compl ai nt s 

wer e at  f i r s t  gi ven t o t he wr i t er  i n a v e i l ed manner . Af t er  t he 

f or mal  o r gan i zat i o n of  t he gr oup, when t he wr i t er  had gai ned 

mor e t r us t , some i nd i v i dua l s became so angr y t hey l o s t  t hei r  

c aut i on and denounced t he gr oup v i o l en t l y , even go i ng so f a r  as 

t o ment i on s pec i f i c "a g i t a t o r s . " On J u l y 24, Mr . Abe, an 
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i n t e l l i gen t  i s s e i  who under s t ood t he camp s i t uat i o n ver y wel l  

made t he f o l l o wi ng s t at ement , n i s c ont ent i on t hat  t he "ag i t a t o r s " 

wer e f o l l o wi ng a po l i c y whi ch was 40 or  50 y ear s behi nd t he 

t i mes i n J apan was o f t en r epeat ed dur i ng t he uncomf or t abl e per i o d 

t o come. 

"Ther e i s s t i l l  a handf ul  o f  ag i t at o r s . These f ew agi t at o r s 
t h i nk t hat  by maki ng t r oubl e her e t hey ' r e do i ng good f o r  J apan. 
T h a t ' s ext r emel y wr ong. The J apanese gover nment  wi shes us t o 
l i v e i n peace un t i l  t he end of  t he war . 

"The maj o r i t y o f  t he peopl e her e do n ' t  know t he changes and 
pr ogr es s t hat  has been made i n J apan. I n t hei r  heads t hey have 
t he oapan of  40 or  50 year s ago . They don't , under s t and t he o o l i c y 
of  J apan. They do n ' t  under s t and why J apan has t o f i g h t . "1 

The wr i t er  has no doubt  t hat  he was r ef er r i ng t o t he Re segr e-

gat i o n Gr oup. 

On August  8t h Mi *. Abe made anot her  s t at ement  on t he c har ac t er  

of  t he l eader s . 

"That  o l d t r oubl e makes t hem so s t ubbor n. They wo n' t  l i s t en 
They t hi nk * 

R . Hank ey , No t es , J u l y 24, 1944, p . 4. 
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0 shl  is j ust r esi st i ng ever yt hi ng, l / They r eal l y are not aot i ng 

a cc o r d i  ng to Ya ma t o Da ma ah i . Some of the rn are" hi ghl y educated uni ver si t y 

gr aduat es. The"y" ldff t J apan 40 years ago. Even wi th an educat i on they 

coul dn't make themsel ves any good in the communi ty. They thi nk i f they make 

bi g troubl e i n oamp and ge t put in the stockade, t hey'r e doing: good to 

J apan and wi l l  be accepted as a her o, whi ch i s ent i r el y wrong:," 2 / 

A very conservat i ve old Tul ean i ssc i  who di d not dare to say too 

much, remarked crypt i cal l y: 

"Thi s gengj yo- i j 1 (status- quo) boys get too much mad. Some time scare 

.wi th two - by - f our ." 3/ 

A young ni sei  gi r l  s ai d: 

"They put on too much nr essur e. Some l anguage school s do t oo. The 

ni sei oan11 break i nto suoh hard J apanese al l  at once. They gi ve i t to them 

so f as t ," 

Her si st er i nt er r upt ed: 

"But you oan't compl ai n because the ni sei  do have to l earn f as t . The 

et i quet t e and th6 tea ceremony sohool s are al l  r i ght . They'r e good for you." 

FOP MAT. DEBUT OF THE SOKOKP KENKYU SEINEH- DA.N 

By ear l y August of 1944, the germ of a formal  or gani zat i on of young 

f i r ®*-  ^ j U ^ K 

men or sei nen had been devel opi ng for four months, ar r i val  
from Manzanar , Mr . Wakayama attempted to enl i st the Support of i nf l uent i al  

(C i  WJ O- +* 

 ̂ r i." I i  h * 11-  u* I iffr t hi s suppor t , "K" , al so an ex- Manzani te 

and a man of tremendous potent i al  i nf l uence i n the camp, woul d have nothi ng 

to do wi th the i dea, not because he di d not approve of a young men's 

or gani zat i on, but because of hi s i nt i mate knowl edge of the character of 

Mr . Wakayama. "K" tol d the wr i t er : 

l / T he l i t er al  t r ansl at i on of Yams to Daaashi i s "The spi r i t of Great Harmony," 

2"/ R . Hankey, Note s, Aug . 8, 1944, "p. 

3"/ i bi d., Aug. ¿0, 1944, p. 2, 

?"/1B13"., Aug. 17, 1944, p. 3, 



584 A � 

"Thi s pr oposi t i on (for mi ng o young men's assoc i at i on) 

was brought to me by a f r i end as coming di r ect l y f rom Mr � 

Wakayama. Thi s matter was brought to me di r ect l y, soon af t er 

the Manzanar group came i n. H thought he was at the very 

bottom of i t . He proposed the matter under a di f f er ent form 

and when the or gani zat i on he proposed di dn't succeed, a new 

idea was bor n." l / 

E î t her beoause he ooul d not gai n enough support or because 

the other woul d- be l eaders bel i eved i t wi sest to wai t awhi l e, 

Wakayama1 s pl ans f or the young men's assoc i at i on were set asi de 

and act i on was not i ni t i at ed unt i l  August 8t h. The t.ime was 

now thought to be pr opi t i ous. Usi ng Reverend Tsuha as a f r ont , 

these ol der men, i n act ual i t y the l eaders of the T?a segregat i on 

Group, put thei r pl ans into aot i on and the Sokoku Kenkyu Sei nen-

dan was or gani zed. The name means "Or gani zat i on of Young Man to 

Study the Cul ture of the Mother Count r y." 

The reason Reverend Tsuha assumed the posi t i on of l eader i s 

very i nt er est i ng* Hi t her Wakayama or Ya ma shi ts were more 

l ogi cal  i noombents and both were of fer ed the posi t i on. Both 

refused however , bei ng r el uct ant to suf fer the oonsequences 

i f the admi ni st r at i on deci ded to prosecute the l eaders of the 

new or gani zat i on. Tsuha, t her ef or e, took over the chi ef burden 

of or gani zat i on and was si ngul ar l y successf ul . Hi s pr est i ge 

and power i ncreased gr eat l y and when he was not ar r est ed, 

Wakayama and Yamashi ta r egr et t ed thei r rel uctance to aocept the 

posi t i on and thei r consequent l oss of power to Tsuha, K. 

exp la i ned: 

"The one who r eal l y star ted that or gani zat i on wag Reverend 

Tsuha. Wakayama was asked to l ead the or gani zat i on but he 

r efused because he sai d hi s wi fe was pr egnant . Yamashi ta was 

asked to l ead i t but he sai d hi s wi fe was s i ckl y . So Tsuha 

took over . The Hoshi - dan was not r eal l y the Yamafco Shokuni n-

dan, whi ch was what Wfctcayarca t r i ed to s t ar t ." 

j / i bi d. , Sept . 19, 1944, p. 1. 

2 / i bi d. , Mar . 6, 1945, p. 2. 
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"T h i s p r o po s i t i o n i / o r mi ng a young men's as s o c i at i o n) was 
br ought  t o me by a f r i a / d as comi ng d i r ec t l y f r om Mr . Wa ŷ a ma . 
T h i s mat t er  was br ought  t o me d i r ec t l y , / o o n af t er  t he/ ânzanar  
gr oup catne i n . I  t hought  he was at  t ho v̂er y bot t om 0T i t . He 
pr oposed t he mat t er .'under  a d i f  f e r ent / f o r m and whecr t he or gani za-
t i o n he pr oposed d i dn ' t  s uc c eed, a r Ww i dea was b r̂ n , w l  

E i t h er  because he coul d not  g ân enough si p̂por t  or  because 

t h j / o t her  woul d- be l eader s be l i ev ed i t  wi s es t / t o wai t  awhi l e-

$h e pl ans f )6r  t he young men's A s s o c i a t i o n w r̂ e set  as i de and ac t i o n 

was not  i n i t i a t ed un t i l  Augu/ t  8t h . The / i me was now t hought  t o 

be p r o p i t i o us . Us i ng Rev e/end Tsuha as / a f r o n t , t hese o l der  

m e n , / . n ac t ual i t y t he l t̂ der s o f  t he des egr egat i o n Gr oup, put  

t h e A r  p l ans i nt o ac t i o n and t he So k /k u Kenkyu ¿ei nen- dan was 

o r gan i zed. ( T h i s Wa n s Or gan i zat i o n of  Young men t o St udy t he 

Cul t ur e of  t he  ̂Mot her  Co unt r y . ) J ~ F o r m a l  i nv i t at i o ns wer e i s s ued 

and t he i n i t i a l  meet i ng was hel d t he n i ght  of  August  8t h i n t he 

h i gh school  audi t o r i um, per mi s s i on hav i ng been r ec ei v ed t hr ough 

t he nec es s ar y WRA c hannel s . Appr oxi mat el y 500 young men and some 

o l der  men and women at t ended t h i s meet i ng, dr es s ed i n t hei r  best  

s ui t s i ns t ead o f  t he us ual  i nf or mal  camp gar b, and hear d a l ec t ur e 

by Rever end Tsuha on t he ai ms of  t he o r gan i zat i o n . 

The s er eni t y of  t he o c c as i o n, however , was somewhat  mar r ed 

by an ext r emel y und i gn i f i ed act  on t he par t  o f  t he 7/RA. E x ac t l y 

how t he mi xup came about  or  who was r es pons i bl e was never  made 

c l ear . Mr . Huycke gave per mi s s i on f o r  t he meet i ng and e i t her  

he or  Mr . Gunder son negl ec t ed t o i nf o r m Mr . Bes t  o f  t he mat t er . 

Si nc e t he l as t  hunger  s t r i k e was i n i t s most  ago ni z i ng s t ages , 

t ens i o n among t he admi ni s t r at i v e per sonnel  was at  h i gh p i t c h . 

Al t hough t h i s pr ec aut i o n was en t i r e l y unnec es s ar y , t he Ar my had 

' I b i d . , Sept . 19, p . 1. 
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been put  on t he al er t  t o guar d agai ns t  any demons t r at i on on t he 

par t  of  t he c o l o n i s t s i n behal f  of  t he det a i nees . When t her ef o r e, 

a l ar ge gr oup of  young men wer e seen t o be bear i ng down on t he 

hi gh- school  audi t o r i um on Tuesday ev en i ng, t he I n t er nal  Sec ur i t y , 

hav i ng no knowl edge of  t he meet i ng, bel i ev ed a r i o t  was about  

to beg i n . Gr eat l y ex c i t ed , t hey t or e madl y about , s t r appi ng on 

t hei r  guns and gasmasks and s eei ng t hat  t he suppl y of  t ear  gas 

i n t hei r  car s was adequat e. F i ve c ar s and about  t went y men 

descended on t he audi t o r i um, TWO po l i cemen ent er ed t he bu i l d i ng 

and f ound an o r der l y meet i ng i n pr ogr es s wi t h a speaker  addr es s i ng 

t he gr oup i n J apanes e. Af t er  s t andi ng ar ound f o r  about  20 mi nut es 

t hey l e f t , r at her  abas hed. Meanwhi l e many member s of  i n t er nal  

t he appo i nt ed per sonnel  hear i ng t he emer gency c a l l s f o r  t he 

member s of  I n t er nal  Sec ur i t y and s eei ng t he gas masks and guns 

had gone t o t he f ence as f as t  as t hey c o u l d. They wer e d i s appo i nt ed. 

Some ar e s ai d t o have r emar ked, "We wer e j us t  t ak i ng a wal k because 

i t  i s such a l o v el y eveni ng, '* Mr s . Mat s uda, who was pr es ent  at  

t he meet i ng, gave t he f o l l o wi ng account  of  t h i s i nc i den t : 

"Two I nt er nal  Sec ur i t y men came i nt o t he audi t or i um.. F i ve 
c ar s wer e par ked out s i de wi t h f our  men . i n each c ar . The men c ar r i ed 

.t ear  gas and p i s t o l s , some o f  t he o l d l ad i es t hought  t hey had 
wat er  I n t he t ear  gas c o nt a i ner s . 

"They s t ood t her e. The r ec ept i o n commi t t ee was at  t he door , 
but  t hey d i dn ' t  t a l k t o t hem. They j us t  came i n . They wat ched 
about  20 or  30 mi nut es , a l l  t he whi l e t he speech went  on. T hei r  
expr es s i ons wer e j us t  dumbf ounded. They l ook ed f r om cor ner  t o 
c o r ner . Then t hey l e f t . 

"Then t wo J apanese war dens came af t er  t hem. They s ai d , 'You 
d i dn ' t  have a per mi t . ' The member s of  t he r ec ept i o n commi t t ee 
s ai d he di d have a per mi t . They ar gued a l i t t l e . Then t he war den 
went  away and d i dn ' t  come b a c k «"! 

i b i d . , Aug. 14, p . 1. 
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The over t l y expr essed ai ms of t hi s Sokoku Kenkvu Sel nen- dan 

were to prepare themsel ves to be usef ul  c i t i zens of J apan af t er 

t hei r expat r i at i on. To t hi s end, they r esol ved to devote them-

sel ves to a study of the J apanese l anguage, J apanese hi st or y and 

cul t ur e, and -  what was r ar el y ment i oned to the wr i t er si nce she 

was an Amer i can -  the study of J apanese pol i t i cal  i deol ogy. 

The formal  and accept ed ai ms of the group were beaut i f ul l y 

i nscr i bed upon a scr ol l  by Rever end Matsuda and were t r ansl at ed 

or al l y to the wr i t er as f ol l ows: 

"Ever si nce the J apanese and Amer i can governments have gone 
to war , the second gener at i on (ni sei ) have had t hei r l egal  and 
c i v i l  r i ght s t aken away. They have deci ded t hat the way to 
pr oceed i s to l eave t hei r Amer i can c i t i zenshi p and to c l i ng to 
t hei r mother count r y. We f eel  we shoul d st and wi t h the count ry 
of our r ac i al  and cul t ur al  her i t age. Legal l y we have expr essed 
t hat . 

We have deci ded t hat t hi s i s the t i me to or gani ze t hi s cl ub 
to study the cul t ur e of our mother count r y. To ai d her i s our 
ai m. Our mother count r y i s one of the most cul t ur ed count r i es 
i n the wor l d« Prom her we have a st r ong r ac i al  and cul t ur al  
her i t age. 

We are Aabi di ng and wi l l  have not hi ng to do wi t h cent er pol i -
t i c s . We ai m onl y to t r ai n our char act er s and bodi es.w 

I t shoul d be noted t hat t hi s statement hol ds r enunci at i on 

of c i t i zenshi p as one of the ai ms of the or gani zat i on's members. 

I t was coi nci dent wi t h t hi s formal  openi ng that the Resegr egat i on 

Gr oup's members f i r s t began t hei r pr opaganda f or r enunci at i on 

and cont i nued to heckl e the department of J ust i ce by mai l , reqi » st-

i ng to know how soon they mi ght appl y. The statement abj ur i ng 

any I nt er est i n cent er pol i t i c s i s al so not ewor t hy. Thi s was, 

of cour se, par t l y a sop to the admi ni st r at i on. I t was al so a 

necessi t y to gai n members, f or many J apanese at t hi s t ime woul d 

never had J oi ned the or gani zat i on had they not been r epeat edl y 

assur ed t hat i t s ai m was non- pol i t i cal . Pol i t i cs spel t t roubl e 

and the st ockade* 

mssmt  .. frUBiif». 
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Mrs* Matsuda al so happi l y descr i bed her emot i ons over the 

manner I n whi ch t hi s f i r s t meet i ng had I mpr essed the gr oup: 

"We had I t al l  pr epar ed» Ever ybody was sat i sf i ed wi t h the 
meet i ng! They never f el t so good si nce t hey came I nt o camp. 
They had a f eel i ng t hat al l  the bad t hi ngs t hat have happened 
si nce they came her e have been washed away*111 

Gr eat sat i sf ac t i on was expr essed al so by Mr« and Mr s. Yamashl ta 

Al t hough Mr« Yamashl ta woul d admi t no connect i on wi t h the organi -

zat i on he was r emar kabl y wel l  I nfor med on I t s al ms« Mor eover , 

hi s pl easur e at the success of the openi ng meet i ng coul d not be 

conceal ed* 

"They are promot i ng t hei r wel far e among themsel ves whereby 
they can st r engt hen t hei r mother count r y*n 

Mrs* Yamashl t a added: 

"They are l i ke the boy scout s* Thei r motto i s , fBe pr epar ed 
(f or l i f e I n J apan) f *2 

The at t i t ude of the admi ni st r at i on toward t hi s or gani zat i on 

i s not ,known* Mr* Rober t son, however was not decei ved and t ol d 

the wr i t er he was sure t hat the or gani zat i on woul d i nst i t ut e 

pr essur e f or r esegr egat i on as soon as i t got under way. He was 

per f ect l y cor r ect * I n f ac t , the under cover l eader s had al r eady 

been pr essur i ng f or r esegr egat i on f or many months. I t i s possi bl e 

t hat Mr . Best was somewhat I nhi bi t ed by a desi r e not to br i ng 

the Amer i can Ci vi l  L i ber t i es Uni on down on hi s head agai n* He 

i s r epor t ed to have sai d i n Mr* Bes i g's pr esence that he woul d 

not obj ect to the f or mat i on of any non- pol i t i cal  or gani zat i on 

wi t hi n the col ony. Had he f or bi dden the group to hol d publ i c 

i - M J L 

meet i ngs i t i s cer t ai n t hat they woul d/compl ai nt o the Amer i can 

Ci vi l  L i ber t i es Uni on and agai n brought undesi r abl e publ i c i t y to 

1 l bl d, Aug. 14, 1944, p. 1. 
2 i b l d . . Aug* 15, 1944, p. 1. 
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Tul e Lake* The Admi ni st r at i on di d make a ser i ous at tempt to 

di scover who the act ual  l eader s wer e. Dr . Opl er hel d to the 

i dea that Tsuha was behi nd i t » I n act ual i t y there were a gr eat 

many peopl e behi nd i t . Pul l i ng the st r i ngs i n the backgr ound 

and act i ng as advi sor s were the i ssei  l eader s, some of them 

si ncer e, l aw- abi di ng men, who bel i eved i n the expr essed i deal s 

of the or gani zat i on, son» chr oni c agi t at or s bent on r ai si ng t hei r 

pr est i ge wi t h the J apanese government and sat i sf yi ng t hei r 

psychol ogi cal  need f or power . Among the l at t er undoubt edl y was 

Mr . Wakayama, an Amer i can c i t i zen by vi r t ue of hi s ser vi ce i n 

the f i r s t Wor l d War . I n l ess i mpor tant posi t i ons were some of 

the or i gi nal  st r ong status- quo peopl e who l abor ed di l i gent l y t o 

accompl i sh the hack- work needed f or so l ar ge an under t aki ng, 

Mr . and Mr s. Mat suda, wi t h whom the wr i t er was ver y wel l  acquai nt ed 

may be c l assed wi t h t hi s gr oup. Mr s. Mat suda, i nt er est i ngl y 

enough, f l ar ed up when i nfor med t hat the Admi ni st r at i on bel i eved 

t hat Tsuha was "behi nd the or gani zat i on." Why, my husband has 

been doi ng al l  the wor k." she sai d« 

The Re segr egat i oni st s devoted themsel ves to two other pr oj ect s 

at t hi s t i me. One was to gai n the suppor t of the Impor tant 

stockade det ai nees, the members of the f i r s t Negot i at i ng Commi ttee 

who were r el eased at t hi s t i me. Rever end Kai was of f er ed a posi -

t i on as a seni or advi sor and Kuratomi was of f er ed the l eader shi p 

of the Sei nen- dan. the young men's or gani zat i on. Both of f er s, 

however , were r ef used, due to a host i l i t y bet ween Kai and Kuratomi 

and the i mpor tant l eader s of the r esegr egat i oni st s and possi bl y, 

to the f act t hat nei t her man wi shed to become a mere cog I n an 

or gani zat i on di r ect ed by ot her men wi t h whose ai ms they were not 
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ent i r e l y i n sympathy. Thi s conf l i c t wi l l  be descr i bed I n det ai l  

l at er . It shoul d be ment i oned here that bot h 10a 1 and Kuratomi 

wort nominal  l y members of the Sal kal cur l  Se I gan or We ee* re get i on 

Gr oup. Whi l e thty were bot h s t i l l  oonf l nsd lki  the efcfcokade, 

Kai 's wi f e si gned the Msroh pet i t i on for hi m; Mi ss Terada sl ensd 

for Mr . Sur at oml . Mr . KUratoml  expl ai ned hi s and Psver end 

Kal ' t posi t i on i n t hi s matter as f ol l ows! 

"As to the r eason why we dl dnot J oi n the Hoshl - dan (KUratoml  

meane here why they di d not take an act i ve par i ) was beesuee of 

our posi t i on in deal  i ng wi th the WRA. We di dn't on ŷ r espr esent 

one group In oa p, because the pal hyo gha r epr escnted the whol e 

car- p and we had not di ebanded of f i c i al l y . As a r esul t we had to 

oabl l sh a paper thanki ng the peopl e. I t hi nk, I f my obser vat i on 

I sn't wr ong, they di d have a fee l iner me shoul d gi ve the desegr egat i on 

f r oup some ki nd of of f i c i al  thanV- s and make some ki nd of statsi rwnt 

that ever ybody In camp shoul d support that or gani sat i on. Peocl e i n 

that or gani sat i on oame to my pl ace and begged we to go to see Mr . 

Taohl bana and Mr . Wake ye ma, spyi ng that my acquai nt anceshi p wi t h them 

wi l l  be a great advantage f or me. l / 

1/ I bi d. , M Mar . 6, 1946 , j / / ? / pp. 3- 4. 
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l ^or ^7t wi t h the second pr oj ect the Re segr egat i oni st s had bet t er 

succes<&� T k i s was to gai n the sympathy and ear of the Pr oj ect 

At t or ney, Al l en Campbel l . Campbel l  conf essed hi msel f to be some-

what i mpr essed wi t h the honest y of and f r ankness of the men who 

cal l ed on hi m and soon Mr . âmashi t a became an al most dai l y v i s i t or 

at the Legal  Of f i c e, pl eadi ng the cases of the var i ous peopl e who 

came to hi m f or ai d* âmashi t a, at t hi s t i me, di d have a gr eat 

deal  of i nf l uence wi t h a cer t ai n por t i on of the camp's popul at i on 

and t hi s i nf l uence he kept up by appear i ng to hel p them out of 

di f f i c ul t i es . The wr i t er sel dom cal l ed at hi s home wi t hout 

f i ndi ng some suppl i ant t her e, aski ng f or advi ce or assi st ance* 

PEOPLE'S ATTI TUI E TOWARD THE SOKOKU KENKYU SEINEN- DAN 

For sever al  months the at t i t ude of the or di nar y camp r esi dent 

toward t hi s new or gani zat i on var i ed a gr eat deal . Some moderate 

peopl e appear ed to gi ve i t l i t t l e t hought ; many thougjht t hat the 

ai ms expr essed were wor t hwhi l e, but di d not j oi n because they 

suspect ed but woul d not say openl y that the or gani zat i on's ai m 

was basi cal l y pol i t i cal * Prom the begi nni ng i t was cal l ed "ver y 

exc l usi ve" whi ch was not meant as a compl i ment* Some moderates 

l i ke the wr i t er s f r i end, Mr* Okamoto, were qui te t aken i n by 

the ai ms and j oi ned. Amer i cani zed ni sei  shunned the group and 

made f un of the sei nen when they began t hei r st r enuous morni ng 

exer c i ses. These uncompl ementary r emar ks, however , had t o be 

made onl y I n the pr esence of t r ust ed f r i ends. For sever al  months 

there was no wi despr ead di sappr oval . I t i s ver y pr obabl e that 

f or some time most of the r esi dent s di d not know who was behi nd 

the or gani zat i on, and f ol l owi ng the camp's pr i mar y r ul e of 
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exi st ence, "don't st i ck your nose i nt o t r oubl e," stay away f rom 

i t . I t shoul d be remembered t hat the or gani zat i on di d not attempt 

to get the suppor t of the ent i r e camp. Prom the begi nni ng, an 

at t i t ude of dedi cat i on was mai nt ai ned: those r eal l y l oyal  to 

J apan were to be the pr i v i l eged. The l eader s pr ef er r ed to have 

a compar at i vel y smal l , wel l - kni t or gani zat i on whi ch they coul d 

l at er use as a tool  and a t hr eat to hol d over the head of the 

admi ni st r at i on. The wr i t er has very l i t t l e i nf or mat i on as to 

how the campai gni ng f or membershi p was done. I f a per son was 

known f or hi s Amer i cani zed vi ews, however , i t i s most unl i kel y 

t hat he was appr oached. 

Had the wr i t er ' s cont act s been l i mi t ed to the gr eat bul k 

of the r esi dent s who keep t hei r noses out of pol i t i c al  mat t er s, 

she woul d not have become consci ous of the hi dden ant i pat hy 

towar d the or gani zat i on unt i l  the end of September» However , 

among the wr i t er 's I nfor mant s were two abl e and honest ol der 

men who had been r espect ed l eader s i n the cent er s from whi ch 

they had come. These men knew the under gr ound l eader s of the 

Resegr egat i oni st s wel l , and suspect ed t hei r ai ms from the begi n-

ni ng. These men wat ched the manouver i ng of the or gani zat i on care-

f ul l y and as the group grew i n bol dness and showed i t s t rue 

pol i t i cal  natur e more and mor e, the wr i t er was kept wel l  i nf or med. 

Such t r ust i s al most never pl aced i n a Caucasi an. Much l at er , 

when these men dar ed to speak openl y agai nst the pr essur e of the 

r esegr egat i oni st s, one was beat en and the ot her 's l i f e was threat -

ened. Al so among the opponents of the Resegr egat i oni st s must 

be l i st ed the Kai , Kur at omi , Tsuda f ac t i on. Thi s gr oup, however , 

kept very qui et and di d not take any over t act i on unt i l  l at e 

November . 
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The f ol l owi ng at t i t udes, a mi xtur e of i nst i nct i ve di sappr oval  

coupl ed wi t h an admi ssi on that the ai ms of the group were worth-

whi l e and that they were accompl i shi ng some whol esome t hi ngs was 

pr obabl y ver y wi despr ead dur i ng August and September of 1944, 

When a group of ni sei  gi r l s were asked f or t hei r opi ni on on the 

Sokoku Sei nen- dan one sai d emphat i cal l y: 

"I say t hi s new sei nen- dan I s f ar away from me. They'r e 
f ar away from me.11 

An ol der ni sei  woman gave her opi ni on. When she r ef er s to 

the at t i t ude she i s pr obabl y compar i ng the f i r st l ess wel l  

or gani zed pr essur e ac t i v i t i es of spr i ng and summer wi t h the 

char act er bui l di ng ai ms of the or gani zed boy's group« 

"But now they have r easoned t hi ngs out mor e. At f i r st they 
were very unr easonabl e« But now t hey've worked out some good 
t hi ngs. Li ke these zoot - sui t er s, f or i nst ance. They say t hey'r e 
goi ng to have a heck of a t ime when they go back to J apan. They 
say we must t r ai n them and I t hi nk t hat 's r i ght . That ' s al l  you 
can do wi t h those boys.n 

However , when the subj ect t ur ned to Mr s. Matsuda who l i ved 

i n t hi s bl ock a caut i ous hush f el l  on the gr oup. "We have to be 

car ef ul  what we say," sai d the gi r l s , "Because she goes around 

and l i st ens under your wi ndows. You know they cal l  her Madame 

Chi ang Kai Shek her e." The gi r l s made no ef f or t to hi de t hei r 

di sl i ke of the di c t at or i al  and pr essur i ng Mr s. Mat suda.3, 

Many ot her i nfor mant s cont act ed at t hi s t i me were non-

commi ttal  or mer el y st at ed t hat from what they hear d of the 

gr oup, they were t r yi ng to do a good t hi ng. K. , however , expr essed 

hi s f r ank scept i c i sm of the ai ms: 

"I wasn't i nvi t ed Sat ur day Eveni ng. I di dn' t even know i t 
was t aki ng pl ace. But l ast ni ght a man came to t el l  me al l  about 

1 
i bi d. , Sept . 14, 1944, pp. 2, 5. 
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i t and he's very st rong for i t . I don't M l  know the true 

moti ve behi nd i t . But my per sonal  opi ni on i s : I don't oart to 

take any i nterest i n i t » � � � � � � � 

" I t hi nk the ran behi nd it i s l ooki nr for publ i oi t y too muoh, 

I 've known for a l one time what 's i n hi s mind (Wakey a ma)." \ / 

Mr � Abe/ al so spoke aeai nst the l eaders of the or gani zat i on 

but i n vei l ed ter ms; 

n I tol d the members that i t ' s not a very good name beoause 

i f they ore point? to study the J apan of 70 year s ago, t hat 's 

wr ong. Seventy year s SKO Jap*>n was onl y an i sl and Empi re « Ho« 

i t has assumed the l eader shi p of mi l l i ons of Asi at i c peopl es. 

The peopl e he come so st ubbor n. The Admi ni st r at i on i s r esponsi bl e 

for i t . They t ry to oontrol  them by maki i .< them f i ght eaoh ot her ." 

Mr . Fuj i r .oto made some ver y bi t t er statements at thi s t i me. 

Much l ater the wr i t er l earned through mutual  f r i ends that 

Fuj i moto had been threatened by the Manzsnar Gang who were 

cont r ol l ed by We kayo ma. He wae to gi ve them ext ra sugar or they 

woul d get him coming home from work some ni ght . Fuj i mot o, though 

he «as an ol d f r i end of the wr i t er ' s , never reveal ed t hi s. 

I nst ead, he got out of camp. 

"The one t hi ns that deoi ded me on goi ng out »as the at t i t ude 

of the peopl e in camp. They'r e not my idea of what I thought a 

J apanese shoul d be, I 'm very di sappoi nt ed. Thi s busi ness of 

dog eat dog and i f they don't get what they want al l  they know what 

to do i s agi t at e for i t . 

"As f ar as I csn remember, I 've had a hal f way sort of 

pr i de ir. the fact that the J apanese peopl e were more or l ess of 

an i ntel l eofcua 1 pss ûU gr oup. When they st ar t to conduct them-

sel ves l i ke skid- row bums» t hat 's too bad. J ust because they 

became r epat r i at es and we re in a camp that was basi oa l l y J apanese, 

they di dn' t hove to get ai l  uppi sh an<* conduct themsel ves i n the 

manner that they di d," 3/ 

Mr . Yar eguohi , a young ki bei , way ai so among those persons 

who di st r ust ed the Resegr egr t i on Group from the f i r s t . Ee sai d of 

the Sokoku Sei nen- dan in an i mpressed t ons; 

"I t ' s bi g. I t ' s wel l  or gani zed. I t ' s good and st r ong» 

1/ i bi d. , Aug, 14, 1944, p. 

Aug. 31, 1944, pp. 1- 2, 

7 / i r a r , , sept . 17, 1944, pp. 3- 4, 
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Do you know who's behi nd i t? " 

t hen the wr i t er sai d she di d not know, Mr . Tamaguchi sai d he 

had been t r yi ng very hard to f i nd out who waB r eal t y behi nd the 

or gani zat i on, but had been unabl e t o do so. He added j  

"They'r e not very Re 11 t r ai ned yet . I f they get too muoh power 
and can't cont rol  i t , they might do somethi ng. A l ot of peopl e are 
agai nst i t , but they don't say anyt hi ng. 

"When they have those exer c i ses a lot of peopl e say, »Crime ny'. 

I f you have a l i t t l e baby or a si ck per son, i t wakes them up.» Al so, 

the secret way they do thi ngs makes peopl e suspect ." l / 

Mr . KUratomi , who had j ust been r el eased from the stockade was 

v e r y r on- conwi t al . i t was obvi ous, however , that he di d not approve 

of the or gani zat i on. He cont rasted the present s t at e of the oamp 

wi t h that of November , when he had assumed a posi t i on of promi nence . 

"When r esegr egot i on star ted out -  al l  r i ght . We had to have a 

dear st at us. Bei ng that there were so many f ence- si t t er s, the peopl e 

who came were for ced i nto a posi t i on that l ooked queer at the t i me. 

"however , some of the peopl e who are runni ng the r e segr egat i on 

group are more or l ess doi ng i t f or t hei r own gener al  benef i t »" 2 / 

A f t 6 r t h e Sokoku Kenkyu hel d i t s second meet i ng on September 8t h, 

at whi ch MT. Tamashi ta was the chi ef speaker , Mr . K. l ooked on them a 

l i t t l e more ki ndl y, st at i ng: 

" I di dn' t go beoause te al l  had to wear a sui t . But hear i ng from 

those who at t ended, it l ooks to me as i f they are changi ng thei r pol i cy 

a l i t t l e and-  »wi ngi ng more to the vi ewpoi nt of the publ i o. They'r e not 

goi nj  to adhere so st rongl y to the idea of want i ng to be r esegr egat ed* 

They re goi ng to consi der everybody to be consi der ed as J apanese and 

are goi ng to t r ai n them to l i ve up to the t r adi t i ons of the J apanese 

pe op le . 

"i f that i s t r ue, I thi nk that i s a wi se change. I f they t r y 

to force the peopl e to t hi nk a s they t hi nk, they wi n i nvi te c r i t i c i sm? 

� X 
K s opt i mi sm was short l i ved. I f Mr . Tamashi ta gays t hi s i mpr essi on, 

i t was a f a l s & one � 

I t shoul d be menti oned here that behi nd the i mpul se to study 

1/ i bi d., Sept . 11, 1944, p. 8 . 

7 / I F ! ? . , sept , 18, 1944, p. 8 . 

T / W � Sept . 19, 1944, p. 1. 
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J apan and j apanee cul ture stood not onl y the over l y expressed practicafl . 

need to l earn about J apan I f one i ntended to l i ve ones l i fe t her e, but 

the conoe41ed need to gi ve proof of ones i nt ent i on to be J apanese. 

To enter whol e- hear tedl y i nto a study of thi ngs J apanese was to Meet 

a defense agai nst bei ng consi dered an Amer i can and coming wi t hi n reaoh 

of the specter of for ced ent r y i nto Amer i can l i f e. The great maj or i t y 

of the peopl e i n camp, and cer t ai nt y al most al l  of t he i ssei , approved 

of the expr essed ai ms of the Sokoleu flenlcyu Be i ren- dan, Had the l eaders 

not attempted to set the group of f as super i or "t r ue J apanese", had 

they devoted themsel ves to eduat i on and not attempted to grasp pol i t i c k 

pofter, they might have been gi ven al most oampwide suppor t« The 

or gani sat i on wou Id have at t r act ed the t rul y abl e camp l eaders and i t 

might have gai ned a st rength and power whi ch woul d have r esi st ed al l  

the pressure whi c h the aut hor i t i es l ater saw f i t to br i ng agai nst i t . 

»»»GFTISGATTOM GROUP'S PIESSOPE FOB PESSGPKGATTON -  THE GPK*T HESEGPEQATION 

PUMDP » REACTIONS OF TRFF FEOP0B 

As has been shown the idea of r esegr egat i on had been f or c i bl y 

impressed uoon the peopl e i n Apr i l  1944and propaganda was cont i nued 

st eadi l y t her eaf t er . The maj or i t y of the peopl e di d not take ki ndl y 

to the i dea. A l ess overt, propaganda oampai gn was i ni t i at ed by the 

Pesepre gat i on Group throughout August , but was no more successful  i n 

wi nni ng conver t s. I t di d, however , assi st i n the r i «e of a rurior whi ch 

was wi del y bel i eved* that re segr egat i on was about to be i ni t i at ed by 

the WPA# Th*s ru*nor wag of unusal l y l ong dur at i on. It be can l ate i n 

J ul y and di d not decrease unt  V mi d- September . Event ual l y i t di ed down# 

par t l y because nothi ng hardened and par t l y because oer t ai n of the 

l eaders of the Pesegr e« t̂ i on Group were not i f i ed by the Admi ni st r at i on 

that there was to be no r «se?r egat i on. It was al so dur i ne thi s per i od 

that the f i r s t  at t i t udes toward r enunci at i on "of c i t i zenshi p were 
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expr essed. The Re segr egat i on Group l ooked upon t hi s Bi l l  a lmsg t as 

i f had be® n passed for thei r per sonal  conveni e noe . Unfor tunate l y $ 

few of the wr i t er 's non- re see re go t ion is t i nformants woul d expr ess 

themsel ves on the subj ect at thi s t i nt * The general  i mpressi on 

trained from thei r state me nts was, "The peopl e are wai t i ng«11 

In J ul y , persons who were not members of the i i ese r̂egat i on 3r oup 

were st i l l  ex pressi ng the ol d at t i t ude that resegregat i on woul d be a 

good t hi ng, provi di ng i t meant get t i ng what they consi der ed the 

r el at i vel y smal l  number of peopl e who were "s t i l l  l oyal  to Amer i ca" 

out of the camp. One of the J apanese dent i st s expr essed hi msel f as 

f ol l ows 3 

"A great deal  of the probl em woul d be sol ved i f (WI A) woul d make 

up a t r ai n l i st of al l  the peopl e el i gi bl e for l eave c Tea ranee and 

have a t r ai n movement to move them out � You can't have a camp l i ke 

t hi s , hal f democrat i c and he I f f o i c e. You have to have di sc i pl i ne s 

set the t hi ng out c l ear l y, understand it and appr eci at e i t » 

"We have a l ot of dr af t dodger s here and a l ot who have committed 

thewsel vt s j ust e rough so they can get a pl ace to ?tay and see whi ch 

si de io goi ng to wi n» I t ' s that sort of cowar dl y bunoh who shoul d be 

ki cked out � Then, t her e's the group whom the l afekadai si ce 1 at t i t ude 

of the WBA al l owed to *t ay here from the begi nni ng. They shoul d be 

ki oked out t oo." l / 

Mr . Okemoto, an extremel y conser vat i ve ki be i , wrote to the 

wai t er t 

" I hear rumors from time to time that there are many l oyal  

persons wh > shoul d r el ocat e or go to another camp st i l l  i n t hi s 

conter » I f peace and order i s to be mai nt ai ned, WBA shoul d 

take immediate steps to remove suoh per sons* Unl ess compl ete 

segr egat i on of segrogees (t akes pl ace) i n t hi s oent er , we shal l  

not see any hope for peace * By means of removi ng such per sons, I 

bel i eve TiCRA wi l l  have a l i t t l e more easi er t ime to enfor ce the l aw» 

and car ry out admi ni st r at i ve pol i cy ef f i c i ent l y as a r eal  segr egat i on 

camp. I t seems to me that a 11 the t roubl e that we have had i n the 

past i s due to entangl ed rumors, admi ni st r at i ve pol i oy and other 

mi sunder st andi ng," 2 / 

The two at t i t udes expr essed above are vary t voi cai  of the 

publ i c acceptance of psr t of the propaganda di ssemi nat ed by th® 

1/ i bi d. , J ul y 12, 1944, p. 6. 

7 / i r a r . , .J ul y 24, 1944, p . 5. 
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pressure gr oup, a propaganda whi oh »as aooeptabl e to most of the 

oamp's popul at i on because i t coi nc i ded* i th the or i gi nal  emot i onal  

r eact i on of the t r ansfer ees when, i n Ootober of 1945, they found 

that Tul s t*k» was not the i deal , homogeneous camp cont ai ni ng 

"peopl e of one mi nd," whi ch they had expeottd i t to be. Here i s 

the same expr essi on from Mr . Wakayama, one of the most Important 

undercover l eaders of the aesegregat i on Group-

" i  t ol d Mr . Beats Fi r st you have to expedi t e the r el ease of 

those who have decl ar ed themsel ves l oyal  to the Uni t ed St at es. � � 

There are many peopl e her* whose st at us i s not c l ear . They are 

under t ai n. Some haven't answered the quest i onnai r e. Some oame 

here because of fami l y t i es . They shoul d be sent out . I t ' s pi t i f ul  

(t o separate f ami l i es) but i t can't be hel ped. You have to have 

another re segr egat i on h e r e \ / 

The Re segr egat i on Rumor 

The rumor that WBA was pl anni ng a r esegr egat i on raged throughout 

� 11 of August * Some peopl e were i nf l uenced to the extent that they 

began to pl an how they woul d feck thei r t hi ngs. It caused great 

angui sh of mi nd. In the f i r st pl ace, nobody knew who woul d be 

r esegr egat ed, the peopl e "l oyal  to Amer i oa" or the peopl e "l oyal  to 

J apan." The si gni f i cant poi nt i s, nobody expr essed a l i ki ng for the 

i dea of l eavi ng oamp except the ar dent suppor ters or the l eaders of 

the desegr egat i on Or oup. The wr i t er f i r st pi oked up the rumor on 

J ul y 51, when two ni sei  gi r l s tol d her there was a bi g rumor i n oamp 

that the r esegr egant s «ere to be sent to post on. 2 / ?rom then on 

the rumor fol l owed the common p®th of  a f ol k phsnomeront the pl aoes 

to whi oh the r esegr i gccs were to be sent ohanged unt i l  ut t er l y 

f ant ast i c posr i bi l i t i es were bei ng accept ed; i magi nary r epor t s i n 

the newspapers or from the radi o were accepted and spread as t r ut h. 

Some r esi dent s stated def i ant l y that t hey were goi ng to hol d by 

thei r dec i s i  MI to r et ur n to J apan even i f i t meant bei ng sent to 

1/ I bi d. , J ul y 30, 1944, p. 9« 

7 / i r a r . , J ul y 31, 1944, p . l . 
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Al aska* some swung to ths other extreme and 8ai d t hat thsy woul d 

r el ocate rather than be for csd to move agai n* 

Post on appears to have bssn the f i r st osnter dsoi dsd upon* 

.Mr � Okamoto stated on August 8: 

"The l ast t «o weeks everybody Is sayi ne we m<ght be r esegr eeat ed 
agai n. Fi r st they sai d Post on, t hen Al aska." 

Hi s wi fe added; 

"They tol d me t hat  they had beard i t over  the r adi os and seen 

i n the Exami ner that the peopl e or e goi ng to be sent to J er ome. It 

i s the peopl e l oyal  to J apan who are goi ng to be moved." \ / 

On August 10 the t *o el der l y i ssei  women who cl eaned the 

wr i t er '? room remained st andi ng i n uneasy si l ence af t er they had 

f i ni shed thei r wor k. Sensi ng that they had somethi ng on thei r 

minclst the wr i t er began a conver sat i on. One sai d, "Mi ss I an key, 

al l  the peopl e ore t al ki ng about havi ng to go to J er ome. I s that 

t r uet " The wr i ter sai d she di d not bel i eve so. The women were 

ver y re l eaved. One added: "peopl e heard i t over the radi o end our 

bl ocks ar-  very upset . Chi l dr en were c r yi ng." The other sai d, " I 

have moved four t i mes al r eady and I don't want to move agai n. J erome 

is bad, they say, too much r ai n." 2 / 

Mr . Yaraaguohi appeared to be ver y unoonoerned oT>er the prospeot 

that he mi ght be for ced to move agai n. When he l eft the room, 

however , hi s wi fe expl ai ned that he was j ust pr et endi ng. She di dn' t 

want to move; nei ther di d her mot her , "i n f ac t , nobody wants to 

move ar ai n." She sai d she ted heard that the cl i mate of J erome was 

so bad that they were goi ng to mo ê the Amer i oan sol di er s who were 

supposed to be hospi t al i sed there to Tul e t*fce and tntv e the J apanese 

to J e rome » 

n », 
They soy they announced it over the r adi o. ? t hi nk t hey'r e 

goi ng to heve t roubl e i f they try to move us.* 5 / 
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On August 19t h, Mr  a. Fuj i moto sai d: 

"They'r e even t al ki ng about sendi ng peopl e to Al aska. Do you 

t hi nk t hat 's t r ue?" 

Mr s. Fuj i moto di d not want to go to Al aska or anywhere el se. 

By mid- august a f ai r l y st rong r eact i on agai nst the idea of 

re segr egat i on began to ar i se among the more conser vat i ve el ements 

i n the popul at i on. Thi s was most apparent a o n g the ol d Tul eans 

who had al ways been regarded 3»y as 3 bunch of f ence- si t t er s by the 

t r ansf er ees. The ol d cr y, "Wc ape ai l  J apanese. Why can't we l i ve 

peaceabl y together her e," began to be r ai sed. Before the desegr egat i on 

Group f i ni shed i t ' s career t h i s at t i t ude became the unr ecogni sed 

sl ogan of at l east 85 % of  f ens camp's popul at i on. On August 14th, a 

conser vat i ve ol d TuJ Lenn i sse i  st at ed] 

"The peopl e that remai ned and came here di d so for onl y one 

def i ni t e pur pose. That i s to go book to J apan. There shoul dn't be 

any re segr egat i on. But i f a group of peopl e came up and demanded 

I t , i t mi ght be best to gi ve i n / " 1 7 

Another ol d Tul ean i sse3 st at ed: 

" I f eel  everybody here shoul d be consi dered J apanese, There shoul d 
be the same pol i cy." z / 

An ol d T u l ean ni sei  gi r l  sai d: 

"There are some pso l̂ e i n a amp who are so eager to go to J apan 

t hey'r e wi l l i ng to jump r i ght i nto the ocean. � . The ssgregees are 

al ways wi shi ng to get th'j  support of the Tul e l aker s i n order to 

make more t r oubl e." 5 / 

As f ar as t hi s young woman was concer ned, she hoped the r esegr egant s 

woul d jump i n the ocean. 

Another gi r l  of the some conser vat i ve vi ew hoped that t her e woul d 

be re segr egat i on and that the t roubl e - me kers woul d eet out : 

" I do hope they do have re se grega t i on. Al so the camp i s too 

l ar ge. The peopl e do not ki  ow each ot her . I t ' s a very mi nor i ty 

group that woul d l i ke to run the camp. The men i n that group are 

ver y domi nat i ng and na r  r ov. r 'nc ed. They were nobodi es on the out si de. 

1/ i bi d.y Aug. 14, 19 4̂, p. 3. 

T / i V W 7 , Aug. 20, 1944, p. 2. 
T / nTSI d. , Aug. 17, 1944, p . 2 . 
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Now they wont to be somethi ng. Outsi de they were j ani t or s op peopl e 

»ho worked on f ar ms." l / 

Mr . Fuj i moto remarked: 

"Ther e's another group that says, #I f I 'm go<ng to be r *se?r e*at «d 

agai n, I 'm goi ng to get out .' You'd be sur pr i sed how many of them 

there ar e. . . What I 'd l i ke t o know i s what they (WttK) wi l l  consi der 

most i mportant ( i n d®te rmi ni ng who i s to be re segr egat ed) � They ' l l  

probabl y ask one or two very si l l y quest i ons a wi n . 2 / 

Meanwhi l e the rumor went mer r i l y on. On August 21 K. expr essed 

an opi ni on whi ch i s an al most i nevi tabl e acoompanirnent of a wi despr ead 

oamp rumor , i . e . , that the admi ni st r at i on had star ted the rumor for 

some rurpose of i ts own. 

" I know thi s i s rumor -  but to some ext ent the peopl e want to 

be oer t ai n about i t . There i s t al k goi ng around camp that peopl e 

wi l l  be sent out to Poaf con, J erome or Al as k a . Many are t ak i ng i t as 

j ust rumors. 

MTh6 J apanese here reasoned i t out for t hemsel ves. They'r e 

say i n$ t hi s: 'The admi ni st r at i on has star ted these rumors i n order 

to stop the j apane&e that are aski ng for r esegr egat i on. I f they are 

tol d that they wi l l  be sent to an unpl easant spot l i ke J erome or 

Bost on, then those who have contempl ated bei ng re segregated wi l l  

change thei r mi nds. 

But those boys say thei r mi nds are made up. They are 100  ̂ for 

segr egat i on. They'11 g l adl y go. I f i t ' s a rumor, a n r i ght . I f 

the admi ni st r at i on sends them to an uncomfor tabl e camp, Q. K. t oo. 

I ' d gl adl y l i ke to jt>o to Al aska. I 've al ways wanted to see Al aska." 

K. then made one of the f i r st unsol i c i t ed statements ermine from 

a J apanese on the re nunc i at i on of oi t i zenshi pj 

"i f Washi ngt on br i ngs for t h a quest i onnai r e, whether they 

wi sh to becoi ê A f r i c a n oi t i zens or J apanese -  that î  11 cl ear the 

i ssue . I thought they were goi ng to answer quest i onnai r es around 

the f i r st of neat mont h." l / 

A few days l ater a ki be i  made another reference to the 

r enunci at i on Bi l l , agai n hopi ng t hat  i t  *oul d serve to cl ear the 

ai r i n camp: 

"Fi r st they say t hey'r e goi ng to have re segr egat i on. Then they 

say t hey'r e not . I thi nk xapfes i f may be a rumor . The denat i onal i sat i on 

1/ i b i d . , p. 5 . 

r / I D i d . , Aug. 19, 1944, p . 3 . 

T / T OT . , Aug. 21, 1944, p. 1. 
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law shoul d be comi ng a long: next mont h." 1/ 

Admi ni st r at i ve Deci si on agai nst ftesegregatlon 

On August ¿3r d Mr . Best returned from a conference In San 

Fr anai soo, br i ngi ng the news that VffiA had abandoned al l thought of 

r esegr egat l on. Dr . Opl er and Mr . Rober t son bel i eved that t hi s 

i nfor mat i on shoul d be publ i c i zed i mmedi atel y, but Mr � Best thought 

it best "t o keep i t under cover for awhi l e." Dr I Opl er , however , 

had al r eady i nformed hi s st af f , go the news of  the dec i si on began 

to f i l t er through the col ony i mmedi atel y» 8 / 

Four days l at er , Mr s. l &t suda of the Rt segr egat i on Gr oup had 

al r eady heard the news. She i ndi cat ed that her group was not goi ng 

to take i t l yin;r  down, st at i ng that the group now hoped that the 

Renunci at i on of Ci t i zenshi p Bi l l , whi ch she hoped woul d pass in 

September , woul d foroe the WRA to take some act i on. She sai dj 

"We oan't stay here l i vi ng together l i ke t î s . The school  

si t uat i on i s b«d enough as i t i s . (She meant  that the c h i l dr en were 

no» bei ng gi ven suf f i c i ent i nst r uct i on i n thi ngs J apanese.) Some 

pe j pl e wer e get t i ng a 11 r eady to move. They had even r l anned who 

they woul d give t hei r apar tments t o. 

"We f i gur e somethi ng wi l l  have to be done some time i n 

Sept ember . That 's when the denunci at i on bi l l  �i l l  oome through» 

"i f we stay here an *e ar e, another troubl e i s goi ng to come 

up. I don't know whether i t wi l l  be as bi g as the f i r st t r oubl e. 

We've been tol erant enough about the school  her e." %/ 

About two weeks were requi red for the r esegr egat l on rumor to 

di e down. On August 30t h, a young ni sei  gi r l  expr essed great concern 

over i t . 

" i t ' s about re se ere «rat i on. There are rumors al l  ar ound, peopl e 

say they heard i t over the r ed ô. Al l  my f r i ends say they heard i t . 

They say i t »i l l  be i n October and November and that vte are goi ng to 

Poston or Hawai i . Ever ybody i s t ai ki ng about i t . The peosl e r eal l y 

bel i eve i t . 

" I don't see why they shoul d do I t (re segr egat i on). In what 

way coul d they do i t? We'r e a l l  supposed to be di sl oyal * 

' V 1 / l b i d. , Aug. 24, 1944, p . 6. 

3 ' V 3 E E * » Aug. 28, 1944, pp. 1- 2. 
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"A l ot of PQopl e s ay , "Ever yt hi ng for J ©pan.' I am for 

J apan, nat ur al l y, but I don't exact l y bate Amer i ca« 

" i  v»na oer t al n there was goi ng to be r esegr eg*t I on. You see, 

at f i r st segr egat i on was a rumor . We wondered and «or der ed. Then 

i t cane t r ue. Then peopl e began to say t hat  Tul a Take was go5ng to 

be the segr egat i on center . St i l l , i t wasn't of f i o i al . l ow we f eel  

that when a story ffoes around l ike t hat , i t 's l i kel y to be t r ue, � i / 

On September 4- th, K. sai d: 

"Hesegr cget i on r umor s are qui et i ng down, it seems. But I 

hear d ©bout  i t ar e i n t oday. A man came to see me and he was 

wor r i ed." 2 / 

A ni ne i  «r i r l  sai d on t he same days 

" I heard even more r as egr egat i on rumors l ost week. There are 

al so rumors ©bout the Yes- Yes peopl e r el ocat i ng. I heard 30 l ef t 

l ast week . I t hi nk t hat  those are the peopl e who had hear i ngs 

(by t he Appeal  Boar d). But X there ore s t i l l  some i n here l i ke 

my gi r l  f r i end who want to go out« I t hi nk there are st i l l  a 

gre at macy who want to go out ." 3/ 

On the day f ol l owi ng another ni sei  gi r l  so.id that t he peopl e 

were wor ryi ng ©bout resegre gat i on ©s muoh ©s ever . Topa*, J er ome, 

Al aska and Hawai i  were bei ng ment i oned. The f act that vr . Best 

w©s reported to have vi si t ed yamanar and Topaz had caused some 

peopl e to come to the concl usi on that these cant er s were to be 

used as secondary segr egat i on centers si nce al l  who wi shed to 

oome to Tul e Take coul d not f i nd room t her e. The i nformant added? 

" I oan* t understand why some peopl e want to be re segregated 

so much. Af t er  a l l , we al l  oarre her e because we wanted to go to 

j o o an. The se 'peopl e* wi l l  t r y to st ar t some t roubl e i f there i s 

no re segr egat i on«" 4/ 

On September 5th as Mr . Cur r i e was pr esi di ng at a meet i ng 

of the Cooper at i ve's Board of Di rector *!* the ohei rman ol osed the 

meet i ng, l ooked Cur r i e i n the eye and asked bl unt l y, "i s there 

goi ng to be any re segr egat i on?" 6/ 

Af t er the mi ddl e of September the rumor wa8 heard no l onger . 

1/ i bi d. , Aug. 20, 1944, pp. 1, 4« 

7 / T O T . , Sept . 4, 1944, p. 2 . 

7 / 1 W. , p. 3. 
T / T F 5T , , Sept . B, 1944, p, 1, 

"5/ i bt d,, p. .2 . 
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DT, Opl er suepeoted st rongl y that there wa9 act ual l y somethi ng 

behi nd the r es« pre pet i on rumor and that re segre gat i on was be5ng 

ser i ousl y by the aut hor i t i es i n Washi ngt on. Whether thi s i s so, 

the wr i t er does not know. 

Admi ni st r at i ve Conference wi t h Seaegr egat i on Group 

On August 50 Mr . Bl ack oal l ed i n oer t ai n prominent members of 

the desegr egat i on Group a m announced to them that there woul d 

be no r esegr egct i on. The spokesman for the group f or cef ul l y 

emphasi sed that t hi s was a great mi stake and cal l ed the dec i si on 

another of the st upi di t i es of the m . Ther eupon, Mr . Bl ack, never 

a very st abl e i ndi vi dual , l ost hi s temper and tol d the erouo to go 

to hul l . At thi s time the r espr esent at i ves were al so gi ven a l et ter 

from Di l l on Myer dated J ul y 3.4. The t»o weeks del ay i n the pr esent s. 

t i on of t hi s l et ter aroused a great deal  of i re among the »utftaxa l eader« 

of the Pt segr egat i on Gr oup. The l et ter f ol l ows; 

TJNir .D STATES 

HE PAR ME NT OF THE IT7TEF IOH 

WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 

Washi ngt on 

J ul y 14, 1944 
Tul e fake Center 

Newel l , Cal i f or ni a 

Ge nt l emen: 

Reference i s made to your l et ter of J une 7 and to your ear l i er 

oominunioat i on of Apr i l  24 , ooncomi ng resegregat i on. The pol l oi es 

under a hi oh the Tul e rake segr egat i on center i s operated bave been 

car ef ul l y st udi ed, both by Washi ngton of f i c i al s end by the Proj ect 

Di r ect or at Tul e r ake, and the pol i c i es pr esent l y In force are 

consi der ed f ai r end equi t abl e . 

I fr. Best , Proj ect Di r ect or , wi l l  be gl ad to take up wi t h r epr esent at i ves 

of the r esi dent s of Tul e Bites, ary speci f i c probl ems r el at i nr to the 

admi ni st r at i on of the pr oj ect . I f necessar y, Mr . Best wi l l  take 

such Quest i ons up wi t h Was h i ngt o n, where you may be assured of 

oonsi der et e at t ent i on, I am sure Mr . Best w i l l  be r l ad to di souss 

wi t h you the cuest i ons of r esesr egnt i on to whi ch your communi cat i on 

r ef er s. 

Si ncer el y, 

D. 8 . Myer 

Di r ect or . 
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Both the r esul t s of Hie conference and the da l ay i n the del i ver y 

of the l et ter were resented by the I s segr egat i on Group to a hi gh 

degr ee. Mr . Bl ack's l oss of temper was regarded wi t h super i or 

amusement as the type of act i on to be expected from a man of hi s 

c al i ber . Mr . Yanfehi ts sai d! 

"Uobody wi l l  r espect Bl ack ar ymor e. And nobody i s to bl ame for 

i t but hi msel f ." l / 

The matter of the del ayed l at ter wap handl ed by wr i t i ng a l ong 

expl anat or y repl y to Mr , t yer , poi nt i ng out the car el essness of 'J r . 

Best and surges t i ng thPt herr af t er Mr . Mye r deal  wi t h the lie se <rr e ga t iffl  

Groin di r ec t l y . As l i s . Mat sue! a nut i t , "From now on we are not goi ng 

to deal  wi t h Mr . Best or Mr . 5/yer . We wi l l  go hi gher ," 

Mr . Campbel l , the Proj ect At t or ney, who al ways t reated Mr . YamasHMa 

ttUfcxxsagaut* and the other J ierahers of the desegr egat i on Group 

cour t eousl y, was regarded hi ghl y by them. Mr . Yanabfci ta st at ed: 

"Mr . Campbel l  i s al t ogether di f f er ent from Mr . t eokl i t er . He 

tol d me lbo hos come here by appoi ntment of the WA to ear n the sal ar y 

of W!A, but he i s al so here to hel p the peopl e i ndi vi dual l y, I have 

gone to see hi m on sever al  occasi ons and each time he gave me a 

very «rood i mpressi on that he was r eal l y wi l l i ng to hel p the evacuees» 

he i s not l i ke Mr . r ookl i t er , who was al ways l ooki ng for compensat i on 

for the hel p he g a v e 2 / 

On hi s par t , Mr . Campbel l  tol d the wr i t er that he had been 

i rr.prt saod by the honesty and stra i ght - forwardness of those members 

of the Resegr e&"t i on f r oup wi t h whom he bed come i n cont act . ZJ  

I t shoul d be emphasi zed here that whatever may be sai d about the 

mot i ves of oer t ai n of the l eader s of the pressure gr oup, the si ncer i t y 

arri  good f ai t h of the greater part of the members i s not to be 

doubt ed. They were convi nced that havi ng mads up thei r «rinds to 

r et ur n to J apan, it «as obl i gat or y on thee; to prepare themsel ves to 

be of use i n that country by proper st udy and, on the pi r t of the 

1/ i bi d. , Sept . 7, 1944, p. 1. 

7 / TO, 
7 / I bi d», Sept * 5, 1944, pt 3. 
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young men, by physi cal  exerci se . Grant i ng the ir desi re to return 

to J apen, the concept was ent i r el y l ogi cs The Toot that these 

ptopl e were mi sl ed by thei r l eaders and became the i gnorant Co roe 

whi oh eventuai l yy t̂erFor and much mi sery upon the camp does not 

det r aot from t hei r si ncer i t y or thei r f ai t h i n the i mpl i ci t .j ust i ce 

of the ir o ause. 

The preoccupat i on of the Eesegregot i on Group wi t h the 

renunci at i on of ci t i eenshi p whi ch they b«Ti er ed to be imminent was 

expressed by both Mr . Yaraashita and Mr s. M&tsuda otf- this t i me. 

Mr , Yamashi ta st at ed: 

"TTe don't know how far thi s wi l l  go. But cer t ai nl y those who 

wi sh for immediate r epat r i at i on to J apan and at the some time don't 

wi ah to be i nducted i nto the servl oe or r el ocat e, wi sh to renounce 

thei r c i t i eenshi p, l i e don't know ho« many wi l l  renounce thei r 

ci t i Benahi p." 

IP � Yamashi ta then asked the wr i t er i f r enunci at i on of 

c i t i zenshi p vsou Id al so be permi tted in other center s for those 

persons who had r epat r i ated hut had been unabl e t o come to Tul e 

IP ke . 1/ 

On the «same day i f j  s . Mat suds informed the mr i ter that the 

admi ni st r at i on had recei ved o l et ter from Washi ngt on rel at i *fc to 

the r enunoi at i on o* oi t i zenshi p and had passed i t on to the 

Pesegregut i on Group* Vbe l atter por t i on of the l etter st at ed, 

"We cannot predi ct the date when the r egul at i ons wi l l  go i nto 

e f f e c t De s p i t e thi s somewhat di sappoi nt i ng l et t er , Mr . Mateuda 

wag happy and proud, because the desegr egat i on Group had been 

permi tted to est abl i sh an off i ce in bl ock 5 4and had procured the 

servi ces of a secretary and stenogr apher . He st at ed: 

"We are bei ng mi sunderstood by the admi ni st r at i on and some 

peopl e. Tie don't want to force peopl e to go out ; we j ust want to 

be separate from those who r eal l y don't want to go back to J apan." 2 / 

l / i bi d., sept . 7, ,194 ,̂ p. i . 

27 TTTcT., p . . 5. 
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The wr i t er came to know Mr . Matsude very wel l  end bel i eves that 

the above statement i s si noer e. Mr � Matsuda was a qui et , r easonabl e 

f el l ow; i t i s unl i kel y that he had any part i n a del i ber at e, 

oonsoi cus attempt to t er r or i se the camp popul at i on. Tat er , i t was 

even rumored by more r adi cal  members, that he mi rht be ej ect ed from 

the &r oup. He probabl y put more hard work and honest ef f or t i nto 

hi s work for the Fesegr egnt i on Group than any other member. Hi s 

si ncer«i ty cnd steadyness commanded r espect . 

K. , who hed nothi ne to do wi t h the pressure i crouc, al so made 

a statement on re nunc l et i on of o it is en shi p at t bi s t i me: 

"Ever yt hi ng i s qui et exoept for the *'aot that peopl e ere wai t i ng 

for aot i on on the r enunci at i on of oi t i zenshi p. I f there nre peopl e 

who wi l 1 renounce thei r c i t i zenshi p ire re 3y to escape the dr af t , i t 

woul d be a icood t hi nk i f the Eover nmamt went them f i r st to J apan -

then t hey ' l l  eet dr nf t cr t h e n . 

"When i t opmes to a 2i nr 1 showdown, I t bi nk most of them 

wi l l  turn it down (Refuse to r enounce). And those who r eal l y 

renounce thei r c i t i zenshi p are t r ul y at heart J apanese, flough/ly 

60% of the onrap here are oi t i r ens. I t hi nk i f E0%(of the c i t i zens) 

renounce thei r c i t i zenshi p, t hey' l l  be doi ng i ood, I t rray be l ess." j / / 

Thi s happened to- be one of the very few t i mes when one of 

K's pr edi ct i ons proved i noor r ect . 

A T T I T U P K OF HLLI, I CO? T J J  T OWA R D HO RES-  I P SO-  T T ON P S C I S 1 0 3 

The admi ni st r at i on rr.Roe no immediate announcement concer ni ng 

the i oct thf- t the- re wodl d be no resegregat i on to anyone but the 

Re segr egat i on Gr oup. The wr i t er , consci ous of the extreme anxi et y 

whi ch the rumor »as causi ng many of the r esi dent s, asked Mr . Campbel l  

why t hi s was not done. Dr . Campbel l  st at ed that it was the pol i cy 

of the admi ni st r at i on "not to di gni f y a rumor by r ecogni zi ng i t 

and that denyi ng t hi s rumor /tould ent ai l  denyi ng rny other minor 

rumor whi ch cams up i n the f ut ur e." 2 / When the peopl e heard the 

t r ut h, however , al l  showed si n̂s of happi ness and r el i ef , exoept 

1/ i bi d. , Sept . 4, 1944, p. 2 . 

r / T T T T . , Sept , 6, 1944, p. 5. 
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the members of the Rescgrefeat i on Gr oup. K. st at edj 

I f that i ntent of th6 admi ni st r at i on were announced, it woul d 
make a great many peopl e f el l  bet t er ." 

He war ned, however , ttefc i f those persons who r eal t y desi r ed to 

gd to J apan »«r e kept i n the camp wi t h the ot her s, i t wag event ual l y 

goi ng to l ead to ser i ous agi t at i on. 

"But r s thi ngs l ook row, the r gi t at i on wi l l  not r ecei ve st rong 

suppor t . There are a ere*t many peopl e who si gned the r esegr esat i on 

pet i t i on (of Apr i l ) beo* use they wanted to * e ma 5 n i n camp." 

K. added that he bel i eved 4,000 was a ver y oner ous est i mate 

of those peopl e who r eal l y wi shed to return to J apan." 1/ 

Two ni sei  gi r l s were very 5l ad when they heard the news. 

"Now we don't have to pack ut and wove r âi n," they sai d. 2 / 

\ J  . Al>6 poi nted out f r ankl y thet onl y the desegr egat i on Group 

were r eal l y i n favor of re se r*rc got i on. He al so st ressed that many 

of the peopl e who had si gned the Apr i l  pet i t i on di d not wash to 

car r y t Ms ir si gnatur e as far as l eavi ng the cent er . 

"Some peopl e were bop i n? i t woul d come t hr our h, espec i al l y the 

stubborn peopl e, ('st ubbor n peopl e' i s Abe1« pol i t e term for the 

agi t at or s.) But I ai r .ays thought it was a rumor . I know what a 

j ob it woul d be, t r anspor t i ng 0 11 those peopl e duriner war t i me. 

"As I ho vc sai d bef or e, the a i nl et rat i on wanted to see 

j ust ho the tai rp $eo -  le f el t , they created the rumor f i r s t . 

I n Manzauar , the proj ect di reotor used to deny f al se rumors, but 

here - never . 

H I don't t hi nk tl x re -  re more t han a few hundred peopl e i n 

camp who woul d be wi l l i ne to t r ansfer tc another camp, 

"t/>ts of peopl e are sayi ng that they woul d l i ke to chance 

thei r mi nus on the pet i t "on (of Apr i l ) . Lots of ceool e di dn t know 

what they were si gni ng, they s ŷ . It »as wr i t t en i n very poor 

«J apanese 3/ 

Mi ss Tana tea stated? 

"I ' d r eal l y l i ke to see some of those super - pat r i ots *et 
out of oamp." 4 / 

1/ i bi d. , Aug. 28, 1944, p. 1. 

r / I b i d. , *ug. 31, 1944 , p. 1. 

0 / TOT. 
4 / j bl f l «, Sept . 1, 1944, pr 1. 
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I n ecr l y September of 1944, k. tol d the wr i t er that rumors were 

about that everythi ng: »as not goi ng »«11 between the l ead i ns spi r i t s 

behi nd the Sokoku Kankyu sei nen- dan. Thi s type of rumor per si st ed 

throughout the î f e of  the or gani zat i on and h*d a sound bas i s . But 

i n spi te of constant j eal ousy and di sagreement on pol i cy, the 

or gani zat i on cont i nued to prow i n s t r engt h , a up r  or  t ed by the l oyal ty 

of i t s members and thei r chi l dl i ke t r un i n the l eader s, 

I d d hfor that somethi ng wasn't f unct i oni ng pl easant l y and 

that they were not making much progr* ss -  that they were t ryi ng to 

put too many r est r i ct i ons and demands on the appl i cant s who f eI t 

that i f such i s the oase they di dn't want to par t i c i pat e. . . They 

(t hs l eader s) may agi tate and cause a l i t t l e t r oubl e. . . 

111 don't *ant t o pr edi ct , but a a l ong as t hi ngs go on i n t hi s 

way and peopl e are not  bei ng sat i sfAdd end the Sokoku Kenkyi i  peopl e 

do not  get  the-  ir wi s h, t roubl e wi l l  cont i nue to b r e wT ' T Z 

That K. wan qui te cor rect i n hi s content i on that t roubl e was 

brewi ng was ev id e need by the remarks of two of the reoent l y r el eased 

stooksde det ai nees who had become ent husi ast i c supcor ter s of the 

new se i nen- dan» t or . Uchi da, who accepted the posi t i on of dansho, 

or l eader of the or gani sat i on, st at ed: 

"Onl y re si Rrega t i on can st r ai ght en out t hi s t r oubl e. We 

don't want t roubl e h e n , but I 'm sure i t ' s ooming i f t her e i s no 

re segr egat i on. . � Thtse f el l ows who sai d No- Yes or Vo and do 

not r epat r i at e fool ed t hi s count r y and fool ed the gover nment . 

The/ shoul d make up thei r mi nds. We must have re segr e»at i on or 

there wi l l  r.«v«r be any pe ĉe. WJ A di d not do segr egat i on r i ght . 

"Those peopl e who soy they want to go to Ja- >an af t er the war -

that 8 oi*t t oo. They shoul d want to go whenever the r epat r i at e 

boat comes. I f they segregate us, I thi nk that way it would be 

peacef ul . They can't refuse t o go." 2 / 

Mr . R&t o, another det ai nee who ©refer red t o work behi nd the 

soencs rather than take a promi nent of f i ce l i ke Iflr. Uchi da, agr eed 

whol e- hear tedl y wi t h Uchi da & 

S&x f t h bk as me naittinntfins mn oft  M as* vm me mt  t ot ** nrt  mjwifceiaib 

1STs. Yamasruohi , a non- r esegr egat i oni st , al so stated that 

1/ i b i d . , Sept . 4, 1944, p . i j  Sept . 8, 1944, p . 2 . 

27 I FTi d., Sept . 8, 1944, p. l j  sept . 11, 1944, p. 2 . 
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re ssgrepto t i on was s 1111 an impart a nt i esue i n oamp: 

"peopl e ere st i l l  ta i ki ng a lot about r ese gre ga t i on. We don't 

know ».hat wi l l  happen to us the next day." 1/ 

OPKh BBi iA K BETf l EEl ' KA I- KDfrV TOb'.I  FACTI QM AMD THE SESEGREGATI ON GH3UP -

THE Bi DI CTHENf  THREAT - -  THE ATTEMPT TO BBI NS BACK MEMBERS 0? THE 

NEGOT I AT I M C ̂ '¿ I TT&K FRCK SANTA FE 

Unr i st akeabl e host i l i t y between the Tsuda- fc'ori  f act i on six? the 

l eader s of the Hesesr egat i on Group on the soore of comcet i t i on i n 

the otterrpt to obt ai n the r el ease of the st oe' d̂e det ai nees had been 

in exi st enoe for general  mont hs. Al most i mmedi atel y af t er the 

r el ease of the det ai nees, thi s host i l i t y cul mi nated i  n an open 

br eak between the l eaders of the Re segre ga t i on Group and t ever end 

K*i and Mr . Kur at emi , The l at tar two men j oi ned for ces wi t h Tsuda 

and Mor i » t aki ng wi t h them thei r suppor ters among whom »ere Mi tsuho 

Ki mura, a j udo bl ack bel t man and the gr eater number of the r el eased 

det ai nees. Onl y fottU of the det ai nees wont over to the 

Re segr egat i on Gr oup, most promi nent among them bei ng Uchl da end 

Itoto. Tsuda had pr evi ousl y brought upon hi msel f the st rong 

resentment of  the desegr egat i on Group because he had refused to si gn 

thei r resegregp t i on pet i t i on i n Apr i l , For many months the 

flesegrtion Group had f l ooded the osmp wi th rumors that Tsuda and 

Mor i were clogs and, whether thi s «as true or not , i t was wi del y 

accepted throughout the camp. Even K, was st r ongl y i nol i ned t o 

bel i eve i t . He hi nted ©t a grouo of dogs i n camp and when the 

wr i t er quest i oned hi m f ur t her , he sai d: 

"The men I r efer r ed to were Ysude end Mor i (and one ot her , 

possi bl y Shi ndzu or Kt eur a). We don't know whether they are worki ng 

f o r  t he peopl e or  f or  the admi ni st r at i on» I f  it is found that they 

are worki ng for the ndmi ni st r at ion i t wi l l  go wi t h them j ust as i t 

1 / i b i d . , p. T . 
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has gone wi t h the dogs," l / 

 ̂ tfr. Rober t son who had the cl osest oont«ot *i t h the He se pre tat i on 

fl roup of any member  of the WRA per sonnel , tol d the wri t r that ho 

di d not bel i eve that Tsuda was a dog but that he had been worki ng 

wi t h o i l  hi s might for the rel ease of the det ai nees every sine® hi s 

own re l ease from the stootaade. Both he and the »r i t «r agr eed that 

the gossi p spread by the Resegr*:gat i on Group was caused by 

j eal ousy, 2 / For thi s f r i endl i ness wi t h Mr . Tsuda the Resegr egat i on 

Group l ost thei r conf i dence in Mr , Rober t son Mr s. Ma tsuda tol d 

the wr i t er on sever al  occasi ons that they di d not t rust Rober t son 

any mor e. On Augurt 11, Dr . Opl er remarked that Tatto© had come to 

see him and had been very wor r i ed. The hunger st r i ke was i n 

progress and Tsuda f el t that he was on the spot and f ear ed 

vi ol ence from the det ai nees' r el at i ves, 3/ 

W The fundament al  but never expr essed reason for the spl i t 

between the two foot i ons wsn j eal ousy over the cont rol  of the 

camp. A minor osuse was conf l i ot over the attempt to get those 

members of the Negot i at i ng Comr i t tee who had been sent to Santa Fe 

back to Tui e i pks, K» i  and Kuratorci  cor ceted on one hand wi t h &©fco, 

who hod gone over to the Fest i mgat i ?n sr oup. The i ssue whi ch 

brought about the open spl i t was the r ef usal  of the l eaders of 

the Fesepr ef t̂ i on Group to gi ve Mi sser s. K©i , KUratorri  and Tsuda 

f i nanc i al  support when the A4t u«K! county aut hor i t i es threatened to 

i ndi ct them for conspi r acy to murder Mr . Hi t omi . A hn si cal i y 

di f f er e nt view- point on resegrega t i on al so exi st ed between the two 

f ac t i ons: Kai and Kuratomi hel d to thei r or i gi nal  i dea of October 

and November 194 3 ~ to c l ar i f y the status of the center r esi dent s 

V I bi d. , J ul y 31, 1944, p . 2 , 
2*/ i bi d,, p . 4 , 

J / Tbi d. , Aug. 11, 1944, p. g . 
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and get those peo le l oyal  to Ameri ca out of oamp; th« Besegrega-

t i oni st s wi shed to set themsel ves apart from al l  tbasse who di d 

not hol d to thei r st r i ngent concept of what loya i ty to J apan 

i mpl i ed and, i f necessar y, l eeve Tu">e Take for a new iocs Ho n 

whi oh met thei r st andar ds. 

When Reverend Kai and VY. Kuratomi war« rel eased from the 

st ockade they di d not , i n the opi ni on of the desegr egat i on Gr oup, 

sho\ * suf f i c i ent gr at i t ude for t he ef f o r t  xhi eh bed "been expended 

to pre-1 t hei r r el ease. Whi ther they ever expressed or al  thanks 

is not known, but i n the opi ni on of Virs. ¿'.atsuds they shoul d 

have i ssued a publ i c statement of gr at i t ude. I nst ead, they 

r el eased the fol  l owi ng st at ement , abl oh, I t wi l l  *>e noted, thanks 

the "j uut i oe- l ovi ng r esi dent s" and not the Pesegr egat i onl st s, 

OTW GBATTI UDE AND WI SHES 

TO TH® RESI D$f l T8 OF TO TIC ¿AICS CSKTEP 
A**- - - - - .- - - - - - - �� �i rnmm+mmi mmm 

Wi thout any warni ng or announced r eason, the Uni ted St at es Army 

wi t h t anks, armored car s, machine guns, et c . was cal l ed i nto 

the r esi dent i al  area of thi r ool ony at the request of the W, H, A , 

admi ni st r at i on on the ni ght  of November 4, 1943. 

It: order to ease t ensi on and to r e- est abl i sh nor ma My i n the 

col ony, the r espr esent at i ?es of the r esi dent s undertook the task 

of negot i at i ng wi th the Army of f i c i al s . However , the Army 

abandoned and severed al l  r el at i on wi th sai d r epr esent at i ves, 

and subsequent l y star ted the oppressi ve and unl awful  ar r est s. 

Under the unrest and the handi cap of st r i ot orders pr ohi bi t i ng 

meet i ngs me rr.a ss congr egat i on, the r esi dent s, never t hel ess, 

strove to br i n$ thi s unfor tun&te i noi dent to an ami cabl e end. 

The r esul t wos fur t her ar r est s, and tho number of persons ar r est ed 

reached wel l  over 300. There was no hope whatsoever of f i ndi ng a 

sol ut i on to thi s ever - darkeni ng si t uat i on at the t i me, 

pr evi ousl y, t he J apanese gover nment  had sent  a formal  not of 

protest deal i ng wi th the Tul e Take i nc i dent . It seems that the 

aut hor i t i es reachi ng a state of conf usi on, r eal i zed thei r 

bl under s. The gjrsdua 1 re l ease of the atocakde occupants was 

ef f ect ed, and on August 12, 1944p the }aet of the 14 occupants 

was r el eased uncond i t i  ona l l y. Bmrinfc our l ong confi nement we 

had t «o hunger  st r  i k es , never  be ' ng f ear f ul  of f i ght i ng for a 

j ust cause and al ways uphol di ng our vi r t ueses true J apanese . 

Kow that we are took i n the col ony, we sol emnl y pl edge our sel ves, 
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however i nsi gni f i cant our ef f or t s may be, to our f undament al  

obj ect i ve of es t abl i s h i ng: e const r uct i ve and peacef ul  communi ty 

here at Tul e r ak@. I n order that t hi s I nci dent whi ch beoame 

i nt er nat i onal  i n si gni f i es nee and scope, come to a forms 1 

conc l usi on, *e wi l l  gi ve our most ear nest ef f or t s i n uni t ing 

the f ami l i es of the I sse i  sent to santa Fe Dent ent i on St at i on 

i n connect i on wi t h t hi s af i 'ai r . Her saf te r , t oo, we si ncer el y 

hope that every r esi cent of t hi s cent er , ma ni fe st i n* the t r adi t i onal  

hi gh i deal s of our raoe w i n oooperat* and wor k i n uni son for the 

peacef ul  funct i oni ng; of t hi s cent er * 

Fur t her mor e, i n conc l usi on, we wi sh to expr ess our most hear f el t 

gr at i t ude to a l l  the j ust i ce- l ov i ng r esi dent s who had reive n us such 

di l i gent and saor i f i c i al  suppor t » 

Respect f ul l y your s , 

Tet suo Abe Torr.io Kazama 

Takeo Hamamoto Yoshi o XobayKshi 

Shi geo I shi âmi Yuki o Kobayashi 

Shi xuw Kai Tosbi o Kur at oml  

Isamu Sugi moto 

Isamu Uchi da 

Hi ki o Yamamoto 

Toki o Yamsnc 

now t ne/Gt hcr det ai nees f el t about  t h i s / l et t er  i s no I  
/ / / > 

known, byf Vr . Kato r esent sd ver y much that he wnF rot c /nsul t ed 

/ / /  / 
about /t he dooument no/ even asked to s i y f hi g name. r»me and 

pr obabl y t hose o f / t her det a i nees ssg ,put  on t he document wi t hout  

ni s know l edge . / The statement made so l i t t l e impre ssnon oft the 

peopl e t het ^he wr i t er di d not oven hear of it unt / i  two months 

l ater why» i t wa8 gi ven to her by Mr s. Fuj i mot o . / Mr s . Fuj i mot o 

/  

thought' i t of no i mportance yi st ever end l ooked/upon i t as one 

/  
of j ĥe f ut i l e t hi ngs done by "t hose guys ." 

m �- âSPa /̂* f  M i  
The Thr eat of I ndi c t ment / � / 

1 . 

The event s of thi s,/matter w- ii.7 be rsl aj /ed in chr onol ogi cal  

sequence. On September 7t h, 1944, the wr ijfe r r ecei ved the 

f ol l owi ng dramat i c f et t er from Mr . Wakayaftai 

September 6, re44 

" I am i n r ^e i p t of your l et ter da tf d the f i r st and i t s 
cont ent s noted 

"Shal l  oJ  gl ad to see you some af t i r noon bet ween the hours 

of l :o0 and tfjOO p. n , at my of f i c e, pl ease t el l  toy of f i ce si r 1 

or ass l s t any to come ond c l̂ l  me at my fiome i f I am not there 

when you coi 
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t hi s l et t er  was composed at a meet i ng at whi ch al l  of 

the det ai nees aere present exoept Ho h ida and Kat o. Uchi da 

had to at t end j udo pr eot i oe) Kato «as buey maki ng pr epar at i on« 

for hi e mar r i age, Accor di ng to Kuratoml , both men sent messages, 

st at i ng that they »er e wi l l i ng to oompl y wi t h any deoi el on made 

by the other det ai neee. l at er , however , K*to t ol d the wr i t er 

that he had not been ooneul ted or asked to s i gn hi s rams. The 

wr i t er i s i ncl i ned to bel i eve Kara torn' on t hi s mat t er . 

The statement made so l i t t l e i i rpressi on on the peopl e that 

the wr i t er di d not even hear of i t unt i l  two months l ater when 

It wee gi ven to her by Mr s, Fuj i r ot o. KTs. Fuj i mot othought i t 

was of no i mportance whatever and l ooked upon it as ont of ths 

f ut i l e thi ngs done by "t hose guye". 

The Threat of i ndi ctment 

The event s of t hi e matter wi l l  be r el at ed i n ehronol ogi oa 1 

sequence, On September 7t h, 1944, / / / t h e wr i ter recei ved the 

f ol l owi ng dr amat i c l et ter from Mr . Wakaywma: 

September 6, 1944 

" I am i n reoépt of your better dat ed the f i r st and I t s 
oontants not ed. 

"Shal l  be gl ad to see you some af t er noon between the houre 

of l t 30 and 6:00 p. m. at my of f i c e, pl ease t el l  ny of f l ee 

gi r l  or assi st ant to oomi and c a n me at my home i f I am not 

there when you come» 
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"7 HP a cal l ed i n by the I nt er nal  Secur i t y Pol i ce yest er day 

wi th ny baby i n my arm in thei r cor -  remai ned i n the car over 30 

mi nutes i n f r ont of thei r of f i ce near the stockade -  and was 

brought baok wi thout ary exni anat i on or purpose of such act � 

Overheard t hei r conver sat i on that they wi l l  take me l ast ni r ht 

' but they di d not come. 

"Few persons were quest i oned and det ai ned fronf 1:30 to 

rcidnite, I '.'¿as i nfor med," 

The wr i t er was surpr i sed by t he f r i endl y and po l i t e tone of 

t hi s l et ter because the f i r st note she ha  ̂ r ecei ved from Mr . 

v'iakayoma had beenb'unt to the poi nt of i nsul t . Sensi ng that 

some t  hi  ng had occurred whi ch IF d upset the nr *or i ous I .r , Wakayama 

cr eat l y, the wr i ter col l ed upon hi m I mmedi atel y. He poured out 

the f o l l owi ng somewhat i ncoherent st or y* The t al e becomes cl ear er 

whon i t i s remembered thst THakayoma xxxacs&i hi msel f »as not 

quest i oned by the I nt er nal  Secur i t y but gai ned hi s i nfor mat i on 

from a J apanese who «as, av»6 th*t the i nt er j ect i ons about hi 3 power 

over the J apanese pol i ce watte at tempts to reassure hi msel f that he 

oou'Vd cause the adr.i ci str~- tion great troubl e i f they proceeded wi th 

any act i on agai nst hi m. I nc i dent al l y, the col oni al  pol i ce were 

very much af r ai d of hi m, 

"The same day T was taken a man from bl ock 77 wns taken i n. 

He was on ol d rr.an 60 year s old « A f r i end of hi s was al so t aken i n, 

"The J apanese Col oni al  Pol i ce Chi ef came to see me when they 

organi sed the Co Ion is 1 pol i ce Depar t ment , He to Id me he had made 

r.n arrangement wi t h the Caucasi an I nt er na1 Secur i t y of f i cer s that 

there woul dn't be any pi ckups unl ess they contacted the Col oni al  

Pol i ce force f i f s t . He sai d wi th that under ets nd i n» we had 

consented to run the Pol i ce Depar t ment , I «ol d, ' I t ' s a pood 

i dea,' He sai d i f they (the admi ni et r at i on) br eaks i t 's promi se 

they wi l l  oi l  r esi gn," 1/ 

"So when t hi s man was token i n I sent a f r i end to the 

J apanese Pol i ce Depar t ment . They s' id they knew about it and 

they were pr ot est i ng. 

"Thei r answer (of the Caucasi an I nt er nal  Secur i t y) was t hi s ; 

the I nt er nal  Secui r t̂ y sai d, i f keep them o«er rip?ht we' l l  

l / I f t h i s in t r ue i t  i s ver y I nt er est i ng that the J apanese Chi ef of 

Pol i ce shou Id contact Mr  . Wakayema and expl ai n hi s cos i t i on to 

hitr before accept i ng the of f i c e. 
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not i fy you. But uhen we bar« to quest i on someone we wi l l  not 

not i fy you. 

" I haven't he?rd any tr.orc about I t . T don't t hi nk the 

J apanese Pol i ce Bepsrtment i s very happy about t hi s event . 

"i f I 'm taken I tol d them to cal l  the J apanese Pol i ce Chi ef 

and demand the r esi gnat i on of a l l  the pol i ceman  ̂

"I t seemed t o ne that the protest has wor ked. Thi s man who 

was token In was r el eased at 11:30 p. and I asked him what had 

hapr- ened. I so i d, 'Di d they ques t i on you?' He sai d that the 

per son who quest i oned hi m was an out si der * 

"T h i s man (the J aponese auest i oned) sai d that a coupl e of 

months ago he at  te t i ded a 7t h year anni ver sar y par ty § i v en by h i s 

wi fe for her deceased husbcnd. About ten or f i f t een peopl e were 

there , 

"The quest i oat i er s a i d , 'You peo p l e , before go i ng i nto 

the house, gathered outsi de and were tal l 'i n? about murder i n? 

seven men besi des Ki t cmi . You had an or es n i dat i o n c aned the 

Bl ood Br ot her s Assoc i at i on and you si gned your names i n bl ood. 

I  i f i ve the evi dence her e. 'Tour ' r e c r ar y,' sai d my f r i end, 

"He (the quest i onner ) sai d, � I 've cot ever yt hi ng you sai d at 

that par t y.' f r i end sai d, 'We di dn't say anyt hi ng.1 He sai d i t 

was c h i - di sh. My f r i end wng t hen sent  i nt o another room and kept 

there from 1:50 p. m. unt i l  mi dni ght . 

" I  oa i d, 'They must  be somebody r epor t i ng t h i ngs , ffave you 
any s us p i c i o ns ? ' He sai d, ' T e s . , B l / 

The f act s behi nd thi s r ec i t al  were that yr � Whi t e, an 

i nvest i gat e*A â* Al t ur as County had come to the pr oj ect to 

conduct a thorough i nvest i get i on of the Hi tomi murder . Many 

i ndi vi dual s were auest i oned. Wakayarns was probsbj y taken to 

the I nt er nal  Secur i t y of f i ce "wi t h hi s baby i n hi s ar ms", par t l y 

to f r i ght en him and par t l y to keep hi r from causi ng t roubl e 

whi l e the i nvest i gat i on was pr oceedi ng. The quest i onni ng over 

the Bl ood Brothers Associ at i on i s i nt er est i ng because at t hi s time 

and l ater there wrre V8gue rumors i n the camp about a cer t ai n 

f anat i cal  grou~ who had si gned thei r names i n bl ood. Wakayama's 

threat to force the r esi gnat i on of the ent i r e Col oni al  Pol i ce I f 

he were i nconveni enced, i s the most si gni f i cant part of the st or y, 

1/ i bi d. , Sept . 7, 1944, p . 3. 
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It i s probabl y o bl uf f but r eveal s cl ear l y hi s exoggt reted 

opi ni on of hi g own importance and power and bi g pat ter n of 

ac t i on. ?ater it was shown on sever al  occasi ons that the 

Cotkonial  pol i oa were very nuoh af r ai d of hi m. 

On the next day George Kuratomi was pi cked up and quest i oned. 

Viben r el eased, he was t ol d, "TO t el l  Mat suds to set ready to 

be ar r est ed for conspi r acy." The wr i t er pio?<«d up t hi s i nformat i on 

from Mr s, M&t suda who w s very exci t ed and stated that Reverend Eai , 

her sel f , end Messer s. Kur at omi , i 'suda, Or .o, Oseto and one other man 

were to be ar r est ed for oonsci r i ng <o murder Hi t omi . &r s . 

Mai suda war  busy packi ng the ar t i c l es she ol anned to take to j ai l  

wi t h her and sai d, " I ' m goi ng to take my I *by wi t h me t oo»" l / 

On September 1&, Mr . Rober t son cal l ed on the wr i te r j  he was 

gr eat l y shaken by the news of the proposed i ndi ctments» The 

act i on seemed r i di cul ous to hi m. Re st at ed: 

,l They are t el l i ng the col ony that the admi ni st r at i on has 

nothi ng to do wi t h t hi s. They say that the Uni t ed St at es 

X&fcls Di st r i c t At t or ney end the County Di st r i ct At tor ney have 

i nst i gat ed t hi s, but I don't bel i eve i t . As I remember, when 

l aderer (the di st r i c t at t or ney) was her e, he l ooked at the 

body and sai d, 'We 11, he's murdered -  i f you *?et any dope l et 

me know."1 k / 

Iff* Fobc r t r onn«s st rongl y i ncl i ned to the opi ni on that 

the threat of i ndi ctment was i nt ended to f r i ght en some evacuee 

i nto t anni ng st at e's evi dence. He al so s© id that one of the 

men quest i oned hod admi t ted that he knew who ki l l ed pi tomi but 

woul d never t el l . 2 / 

On the same day tors . Matsuda i nformed the wr i t er that the 

di st r i c t at t or ney had tol d George Kuratomi that i f he came 

back to oar.p and gathered as much i nformat i on as possi bl e on 

the murder , he hi msel f  woul d be shown l eni ency, (reorge i s 

1/ i b i d . , Sept . 11, 1944, p. 10. 

r / T b i d . , Sept . 12. 1944, p. 1. 
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supposed to have r epl i ed, "Of cour se, I* 11 do anythi ng I can 

to hel p you s i r ." I frs. MStauda, who was putt i ng on a f i ne 

show of br avado, remrrked that she i «s havi ng t *o dresses 

wade for her sel f and t tet she i ntended to l ay her sel f a new 

hat to go to j ai l  i n. "Don't be s i l l y / sai d her husband. 

She adde:<3 t hat  i f t hi s crou? of peopl e «ere i ndi cted it woul d 

be an advantage for the J ape nose government , einoe i t woul d 

be one more exampl e of *i ner i oen i nj ust i ce and per secut i on 

toward the J apanese whi ch J apan might make n- 9 of aftsr the 

war . Mr . kfctsuda, however , appeared more di sturbed over the 

fact that nr . Hoycke bad refused the Sokoku Kenkyq 3si nsn- dan 

the use of a r ecr eat i onal  hal l  for an of f i ce than over b U 

wi f e's Jmmenent ar r est . Mr . Httyctee refused the hal l  on the ground 

that the ©rgar i i *nt i on di d not i ntend to us« i f for r ecr eat i onal  

pur poses. Thi s was unt r ue, sa id Mr s. v&t suda, because the 

or gani sat i on pl anned soci al  events and brock meet s. They now 

had 800 members and expected the or gani sat i on to grow to 

J 1000.1 The f o l l o^nTl eTt er vcTT T̂l ed to Vr . Besi g of the 

Amer i can C i v i / Uber t i es t i n n̂, aski ng for /'assi st®naa and 

advi ce i n yhe mat t er  of  \ / b i ndi ctment : j  

September ,/1944 

/  

/  

Mr . E / nes t  Besi g / / 

Di r e/t or of Nor t her  li  Oa Mf or ni a j  

A. c, T,. U. j  I 
San Fr anci sco, Cal i f or ni a / 

/  I  

Deo r Mr . Beai g: / / 

/ / / 

At  t hi s tVme pl ease accept ouï  bel at ed gr®t i t uè© for 

the most  hurasnfe and understandi ng i nt er est i n our behal f 

eoncer - i i ng t W stockade probl em, ffhere h»s been t/wo weeks 

si nce comp l et je rel easement of  the stockade and we/ the r esi dent s 

or e ver y happy o f  l i qui dat i on of the stockade an  ̂ i t s probl ems® 

Once » ¿ i n , >1 6 h t o t hank you f or f your  kind at t i t ude i n behal f 

1/ i b i d . , pp. 2- 2. 
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P Beoause of t hi s i ndi ctment a ser i ous di sagreement took pl ace 

between Mr . Kuretomi and the Re segr egat i on Gr oup l eader s. 

When it appeared as i f the i ndi ctment were i mmi nent , KUratomi 

deoi ded to i ni t i at e act i on whi ch wou d̂ br i ng a l awyer to the 

ai d of the accused. Aooor di ngl y, he wrote © l et t er to Mr . 

Besdg, Exp l ai n i ng that i ndi ctment we8 threatened and r equest i ng 

that Mr . Beci c secure the ser vi ces of  the best avai l abl e 

cr i mi nal  l awyer . Thi s l et ter KUrctomi enduced al l  the threatened 

peool e to s i gn. But because of the host i l i t y to Mr . Tsuda, ths 

deve l ope me nts were v- ry i nt er est i ng. 

"When I got the si gnat ur es, I went to Mr . Ono's cl aoe l ast » 

Mr . Ono w«s sur pr i sed to see that T had Mr s. M&s uda' s si gnature 

and very hesi t at i ngl y, he si gned the l et t er . On the way home I 

stopped at Mr . Uohi da's pl ace 8 There I was tol d that Ono had 

boasted to Mr . Uohi da that under no oi roumstanoes woul d he si gn 

any statement i f i t caused him to be l i nked wi t h Mr . Tsuda. So 

r i ght then I f el t that tomorrow morni ng somebody was goi ng to 

oome to my Dl aoe. 

(KUratomi meant that he knew then that the ant i - Tsuda peopl e 

woul d get together and f i gur e out some way of get t i ng Tsuda out 

of the pi c t ur e.) 

"The next morni ng at 7:00 A. M. the Soi ban- i i n came. They 

were rather peeved beoause I di dn't consuTT' f hem before I went 

around and got the si gnat ur es. To ge t r i d of them I threatened 

them, sayi ng, 'Thi s i s »n i ndi ctment for murder and you may be 

i nvol ved as the backers of murderers and you gent l emen may be 

put on the scot . Then they wanted to re t ract ever yt hi ng and 

scsammcd out of here as f ast as possi bl e. They tol d me to tear 

up the l et ter of September 11 «i t h the si gnat ur es on i t , so I 

woul dn't have thei r si gnat ur es al ongsi de of Mr . Tsuda' 

"Fi f t een mi nutes ">ater they came back and asked me to gi ve 

them a copjr of the l etter so they coul d hi re a l awyer . I gave 

them a copy of the l et t er . They di d t hi s to l eave Tsuda1
9 name 

out of i t . 

"Then they oame bock wi t h my l et ter and asked me to si gh 

i t t oo. I sai d, ' I may be a f ool , but I 'm not goi ng to si gn 

that l et ter that I j ust typed out . So I typed out another 

l et ter and sent i t to Mr . Besi g wi th my name, Kai and Tsuda." \ / 

1/ i b i d . , Mar � 6 , 1946, p. 4 . 
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Mr s. Matsuda tol d the wr i t er a r ather di f f er ent ver si on 

of t hi s st or y« Her rather di sj oi nt ed t ai e oont ai ns sever al  

i nt er est i ng at t i t udesw hi oh bear no r el at i on to the i ndi ctment 

the idea of maki ng "out cast s" of persons who di d not behave as 

the l eaders thought they shoul d, the resentment of the group 

because they were not shown adequate gr at i t ude f or thei r 

ef f or t s i n 
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be ho I f of the det ai nees, the accusat i on that Kai and Kuratomi 

f ool i shl y t r i ed to or gani se the "whol e cent er " i n November 

1943 � 

"We 11, we've been hear i ng bad t hi ngs about George (KUr ot oml ). 

I t seems the peopl e i n hi s bl oc ks re t r yi ng to ki ck hi m out * (The 

wr i t er doubt s t hi s . ) 

"i n a way, Rever end fca i  and 3eor ge ar e out cast s now. 

"We gave therr. f u l l  coops rat i o n . #e thought we owed them 

gi r i . t h en t he/ came out o f  t he stockade t hey d i d n ' t l i ve up 

t o "thei r purpose and gi r 1 and cooper at i on. They were i ndependent * 

They took st eps to t i e up wi t h T s uda . 

"When there were those i ndi ctment r umor s. . . Tsuda, ftai  and 

Kur at omi unr ead the rumors and t r i ed to get the I ?es egr egat i on 

Gr oup to put up the money for Tsuda. They s" id t hey woul d put up 

the money f or Tsuda i f he r eal l y needed i t , but he wasn't 

member . Of cour se, the desegr egat i on Gr onp di dn' t do t hi s i n a 

meet ta, but that was what was i n the a i r . (Thi s i mpl i es that 

the matter was set t l ed by the l eader s.) 

"Tsuda di dn' t to ke any act i on w i t h us . He wasn't J apanese* 

"We knew the i ndi ctment was f i shy anyway. (The l et t er to 

¡¿r . Besi g bel i es t hi s st at ement *) fie wonted our f i nanoi al  

suppor t * Cer t ai n peopl e who heve done a l ot  to êt Vr . Besi g 

hero *ent to Kur at omi and sai d, 'You ani Rever end K® 1 are 

members of the desegr egat i on Gr oup* And we'r e sor r y because i f 

you take ac t i o n wi t h UT * Tsuda, no CMmot support y o u . 1 George 

and Rever end Kai  sai d, 'You f ol ks ere too d a m nar r ow- mi nded.' 

So Beorge and Kai are out cast s* 

"Besi des thdy shoul d have publ i shed a st at ement as soon as 

they got out , t hanki ng the pe op I t  for t hei r suppor t  and f or the 

money. But they di dn' t gi ve a word of t hanks. I nst ead of 

t hanki ng the Si>iban- i i n- ko i  (t he gr oup whi ch cal l ed the A. C . T . S* ) 

they di dn' t even t h i nk o? Fhi s . I n a l ot of i nst ances, they 

di dn' t l i ve up to J apanes e manner s . 

"They t hi nk us took the wrong p- ction and they bel i eve 

ever yt hi ng Tsuda says. Even Rever j feMi Kai -  none of hi s 

congr egat i on go t o see hi m. They soy he' s too <3crn concei t ed* 

"We t hi nk November  4t h was these boys' f aul t * They t r i ed 

to or gani ze the whol e tenter when t hey di dn' t even know what 

ki nd of  peopl e the center was composed o f . Tf one of them was 

el ect ed to a posi t i on, one of  the ot her s woul d be j eal ous and 

woul d i nu* They shoul d hsve consi der ed these t h i ngs * They 

were t oTombi t i ous* Of cour se, we al weys say that caused 

the r i o t . . . But  i f  t hese boys hadn't been too ei f f i t i ous. . . 

"The l eas t  t hey shoul d say i n to sry to t he peopl e: 'Due 

to our car e l ees r as s a nd youth *e were sorry tc cause such a 

di st ur bance among you.1 Out of cour t osy Fever end Kai shoul d 
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have dore t hat * Of cour se, we oan't outspeak and ask hi m to do 

i t * But he ought to* He di dn' t l i ve up to our expect at i on* 

"i f they had stayed qui et i t woul d have been ai 1 r i ght ; 

but they took si des r i ght away wi t h Tsuda," l / 

When Kuratomi heard t hi s ver si on of hi s aot i ons, he sai d: 

"We asked no one for mater i a 1 ai d i n hi r i ng a l awyer* Our 

fee l i ne was that si nce si x or seven peocl e were to be i ndi oted 

for the same charge agai nst the same man, and al l  were J apanese 

i n my eyes and l i ved wi t hi n the compound, I fel t i t was otaly 

natur al  and j ust to ask everybody to wr i t e and hi r e a l awyer i f 

necessary �" 

Mr * Tsuda who urn a present at thi s I nt er vi ew, added r at her 

i ndi gnant l yi  

" I don't taoe to ask anybody to gi ve me ai d or l awyer 's 

f ees * I ' l l  do it my s el f / 

8a id Mr� Kuratomi : 

"And i f I remember cor r ect l y, most of ijhe BOO dol l ar s 

come from Mr* Tsuda anyway." 2 / 

As for the matter of not shoei ng suf f i c i ent gr at i t ude 

to the Sai ban- l l n, Kuratomi t ol d hi s si de of the storyt 

"Af t er we came out of the stockade they had t hi s what do 

you cal l  cor am'ttee for the law sui t -  the Sa l ban- i i n � and 

fur t her mor e, the res pons i b i i t y rested not wi t h tttem but wi t h 

the det ai nees in the st ockade. I f t hi ngs went OK, t hey'd get 

the or edi t , but i f they di dn't go OK t hey'd get no bl ame» 

Then, as a r esul t cf the threat of a lav* sui t from the ACUJ * 

�WA turned us l oose , 

"Af t er wc were r el eased al l  of us det ai nees had a meet i ng 

wi t h the Sal bon- i l n and thanked them honest l y, I t was qui t e an 

ami cabl e meet i ng» Regar di ng the 500 dol l ar s col l ect ed fo>r the 

law sui t i t was not so much a par t of the desegr egat i on ttroup, 

it oan« more from the ear l i est ef f or t s of the Sai baa- l i n," 3 / 

I n any case, Kuratomi sent of f hi s l at ter whi ch was al so 

si gned by Kai and Tsuda and tor. Ifiatsuda and % . Ons sent of f 

the l et ter they had envt i gl ed out of Kuratomi af t er maki ng a 

few minor changes. The l et ter nai l ed by yr . Matsuda f ol l ows: 

1/ i bi d., Oot* 9, 1944, pp. 5- 4, 

z y TFI 3T., Mar . 6, 1945 , p. 4 , 

o / T Hc T . , p. 2» 
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September 12, 1944 

Mr . Er nest Besi g 

Di r ect or of Nor thern Cal i f or ni a 

A. C� L. U* 

San pr onoi soo, Cal i f or ni a 

Dear Mr . Besi g; 

At thi s time cl ease accept our bel at ed gr at i t ude for 

the most humane and under st andi ng i nter est i n our behal f 

concer ni ng the stockade pr obl em. There has been two week® 

si nce compl ete re l easeme nt of the stookadc and we the r esi dent s 

are very happy of l i qui dat i on of the stockade and i t s pr obl ems. 

(Thi s "we i- hc r esi dent s" statement was not used by Kur at omi .) 

Once agai n, we wi sh to thank you for your ki nd at t i t ude i n 

be ha I f 
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of both i nternees and r esi dent s i n gener al . 

However , we A re i nformed that sometime next week the Grand 

J ur y of Modoc County wi n i ndi ct about hal f a dozen evaouees on 

char ges of murder and conspi r acy to mur dar , whi oh ooourred J ul y 

2, 1944«hi l e the stookadg st i l l  i n exi st ence, And we are not 

i n r ecei pt of summons or subpena as yet but we shoul d expect i t 

any day . 

You are f ami l i ar wi t h the condi t i on of the camp. Some of 

us were taken to the Modoc County J ai ] f or pr el i mi nar y f i ndi nes 

of the fact per t ai ni ng to the murder . We f eel  that there may 

be a de l i berate attempt on some i ndi v i duai s to conspi re a^i ns t 

Us, Of cour se, we ore posi t i ve that any sooal l ed "evi dence" 

compi l ed about us i s l>osod upon rumors not the ?i c f act s 

of the case. We are anxi ous to cl ear our sel ves of any and such 

di sgr acef ul  charges di r ected toward us . There are ent i r el y too 

many i dl e t al k f l oat i ng about i n the center a:<d such tal ks may 

gr eat l y I nj ur e many per fect l y i nnocent r esi dent s. We are suspi oi ouo 

that there i s a l i nk between air, Best 's stockade compl ex and the 

murder i nvest i gat i on whi ch eventuaj t l y brought us i nto the murder 

pi c t ur e, for t hi s reason we ear nest l y request your v i s i t . 

Al so woul d i t be possi bl e, ther fore for you through your 

assoc i at i on to acoui re Us the best avai l abl e cr i mi nal  l awyer to 

f i sht thi r case i n our behal f , l e are at a l oss as to our pr e. 

par nt i ons for t hi s oase. Wi l l  you suggest our at t or ney to vi si t 

us so that he may be better supr l i ed % i th the f act s? 

Agai n we wi s h t o t hank you deepl y for your s i ncer e ef f or t s . 

We are wai t i ng for your f r vor ebl e r ec ŷ. 

Very t r ul y your s, 

Kozue Metsuda 

Gentaro Ono 

Mr .  Tet sunor i  Oseto was er r est ed today, Sept . 12, A. M, agai n. 

He has requested for your assi st ance in the some manner as above. 

1/ i bi d, , p. fc. 
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funds to hi r e a l awyer on behal f of those t hr eat ened. The er oup 

was wi l l i ng to put U' ttfe - none« for £a i  ond/ ûr ator r i , btp- rfuse they 

were dues peyi np met er s of the Ws egr e^r t i on Orour \ Kut refused to 

assi st Tsuda, gi vi ng as reason th* P ĉt that be w ŝ noV a vnember . 

fto 1 and Iftira ônl  then stated tha* i f no hel p ?4r e gi ven Tsuda, they 

woul d not /a o oe pt  hel p e i t her �f T h i s ^e sui ted i n an ocen br eak 

bet� een the two par t i es. Vi c i ous gossi p (jsas probabl y spread 

by both f ac t i ons, but the wr i t er pi cked up � ore whi ch sprand 

from the Sesegr cgat i on Gr oup and bl ackendd the r eput at i ons 

of Kai , Kuratomi , Tsuda. The ordi nary camp resi dent was 

i ncl i ned to bel i eve or at l east to repeat both streams of 

pr opaganda. Kai was oal l ed a Communi st . Al l  three men were 

cal l ed gambl ers and dr i nker s and were accused of bat i ng a 

gang of boys under thei r control  whom they wer? l eadi ng i nto 

l awl ess ac t i on. The chi ef topi c of gossi p agai nst, the 3ese?cregot i © 

Group was the constant rumor that the l eaders oou d̂ not get al one 

together and were on the verge of spl i t t i ng up. Thi s I 8t t er rumor 

was spread not onl y by the Xai - Kuratori i  f act i on but al so by a group 

of i ndependent peopl e who hod st r ongl y suspected the mot i ves of the 

I ?esegregat i on Group from the begi nni ng of thei r ac t i v i t i es . The 

wr i t er , wi th her cl ose connect i on wi t h the Reser r cgat i on Gr oup, 

r epeat edl y found evi dence that thi s j eal ous squabbl i ng between the 

l eaders was goi ng on. 

�¿he most/ del s i l ec stor,y of the dIsagreeyment over the 

i ndi ctment y6omc from tfrs J  l i atsuda. The rather di sj oi nt ed tal e 

contai ns /etterel  other î t er est i ng att i tuytas: the idea of 

making "¿ut oast s" of pei sons rho do rot /cur,cur to the wi shes 
. _ / , / / 

oi  t he/or gani zat i on, trie resentment of /cbe group because 

/ / / 

they «er e not shown adequate gr at i t ude for thei r ef f or t s on 
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hove done t hPt . Of c our se, we oen't outspeak end ssk him to 

do i t . But be ought t o. He  ̂id n't l i ve up to our expectat i on 

" i f i /th ŷ ted stayed qui et i */woul d hove been al i r i ghtxf but 

they tdok si des r i eht away » i t J / r Wd a \ f 

The eener \  facte of thi s Ft or y êr e cor r obor ated by sever al  

other i n f o r m a n t s . Ha'to al so e t a t e d Wt M r s . ^i had i ncur red 

the resentment of t h /  ̂ se r̂e t i on Group beWf i  ̂ the stockade 

det ai nees were r el eased l «W>se she hod been/cur V n̂d rude to a 

del egat i on of /r e l et i ves worki ng for re lea yk when t he ĥad cal l ed 

at her horte 

probabl y before end cer tai nl y after thi s spl i t , the Kai -

Kurctomi f act i on began to augment and organi ze thei r group cf 

f ol l ower s. Thi s was done wi t h great secrecy *nd caut i on. 

The desegr egat i on Gr oup, however , saw to i t thet rumors of the 

oonsol l /dat i on of t hi s "danger ous group" reached the ears of 

the N<3 ni ni et r t̂ i on. It was supposed to be cal l ed THY DEI Ki p POP 

8ei nen- den end many r esi dent s bel i eved i n i t s exi st ence, Mr , K. 

sa i d: 

MKfi l , KUr r tomi , Mor i  end Ttuda ar t behi nd the paj Ni ppon 

Sei nen- dnn, I 've been beer i n? th< t they've been orga ni zaTng i t � 

3SSB«5i ^"T e n days ago they cl ai med they bad 100 members. I f  

Whet her thi s group we a ever for mal l y or gani zed i s not 

known. That K*i  and Kurotomi headed a strong i nformal  or gani sat i on 

there can be no doubt . I t is al so very probabl e that dur i ng: thi s 

per i od and up to December when the Department of J ust i ce ar r i ved on 

the scene, the admi ni st r at i on l ooked favor abl y upon the ant i pat hy 

between the two gr oups, hopi ng that they woul d i nhi bi t eaah other 

arid that nei ther woul d crow too st r ong. 

#Kxl zorx* f  * * 
At the time when he was threat = ned wi t h i ndi ct mant , MT. 

1/ i bi d. , Oc t . 9, 1944, pp. S- 4. 

r / TbTc T., Oct . ¿ 4, 1944, p. 1. 

7 / T F 5T . , Oc t . 16, 1944, p. 6. 
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Kuratomi ex pressed bi g vi ews as f ol l ow si 

" i  have seen the statement mysel f , accusi ng me of murder 

and oonspi r aoy of murder and aski ng the oounty grand j ur y to 

i ndi ct me � One t hi ng, I am more or l ess on the l ookout f or a 

f rameup. I 'm pl ayi ng safe and am gcl ng to have a l awyer come 

i n and go over the si t uat i on* I f they t r y to connect me wi t h 

t hi s, I 'm goi ng to have a r eal  di si l l usi onment i n Amer i can democracy � 
� � � 

"At the Modoo County J ai l  I made t hi s statement J  ' I t woul d ba 

ver y hard to apprehend tho murderer i n t hi s camp. There i s no 

cooper at i on between the Caucasi an per sonne 1 and the J apanese, Tha 

chi ef r eason i s the great fence q/pif that MR. Best has put up at 

government expense," l / 

No i ndi ctments were ever made. »Tor was the wr i ter ever abl e 

to get any-  i nformat i on on why the ac t  i on had been contempl ated or 

why i t was suddenl y dr opped, Kuratomi oar r i ed on a ©or re spend® nee 

wi t h Mr . Besi g and sent him 500 dol l ar s as a r et ai ner . By September 

29t h t he mat t er  was c l o s ed, f or by t hat  time i t  was apparent that 

the aut hor i t i es di d not i ntend to take any adt i on. 

Par t s of  the cor r espondence can ne ingf- r t edher e i f  i t i s thought 

adv i s ab l e . I t i s i nt er es t i ng chi ef l y for Bes i g's adv i ce as to 

the Mtiiaifffigr&x "l awl es s enforcement of  the l aw" whi ch WRA permi t ted 

the d i s t r i o t  at t or ney t o engage i n. H. 



621 A � 

Kur at oni  expr essed hi s vi e- s as f ol l ows: 

n I  ho v e peer , t he st at ement  my s el f , sccus i ne nr.e of mur der  

and conspi r acy oi* mur der  and r i ski ng t he count y gr and j ur y t o 

i ndi c t  »r e. One t h i ne, I  ai r  mor e or  l egs on t he l ookout  f or  a 

f r '- meup. I 'm p"t oyi n? f- sf  e and am go i ng t o have a l awyer  come 

i n and go over  t he s i t uat i o n . I f  t hey t r y t o connect  me wi t h 

t h i s , I 'm go i ng t o have o r eal  di s i l l us i onment  i n Amer i can 

democr acy . , , 

"At  t he ./odoc Count y J a i l  I  made t hi s s t at ement : ' I t  woul d 

be ver y har d t o appr ehend the mur der er  i n t hi s camp, Ther e i s 

no cooper at i on bet ween t he Caucas i an per sonne 1 and t he J apanes e« 

The ehi c f  r eason i s the gr eat  f ence t hat  Mr  , Best  has cut  up at  

gover nment  expens e," l / 

No i ndi c t ment s wer e ever  made. Nor  was t he wr i t er  ever 

abl e t o pest  r t xt f  any i nf or mat i on on why t he no t i on had been 

cont empl at ed or  why i t  W8s suddenl y dr opped« 

The news t hat  t he i ndi c t ment s wer e about  t o be made di d 

not  spr ead t hr ough t he camp as r ap i d l y as mi eht  be expec t ed. 

Most  i nf or mant s voi ced t he opi ni on t hat  t hey bel i eved t he per sons 

accused had not. hi  net  t o do wi t h t hy r r ur der , Ho ons appear ed ver y 

muoh di s t ur bed thot  9 poss i bl e i n j us t i c e iright be done« A f ew 

conser vot  i v es , who l i ved i n the same bl ock as one of  the ac c us ed, 

seemed re l eaved t o t hi nk t hat  t he aut ho r i t i es had t hr own a soar s 

i nt o t he f l e see re gat  i on Gr oup, K . s ta t ed: 

" T t hi nk t hsy (t he aut ho r i t i es ) ar e j f l st  t r y i ng t o get  

somet hi ng on somebody. , , They may use t hi r d degr ee met hods i f  

t hey cannot  get  i nf or mat i on any ot her  way j us t  so t hey can f i nd 

somebody and cay t hey d i d i t , " £ / 

Yanaguchi  wan Qui t e cur i ous over  t he r umor  of  a r r es t s , but  

st at ed t hat  the peopl e d i dn ' t  know *ha t  i t  was a l l  about * 3 / 

Sev er al  ot her  i nf or mant s showed t he some r eac t i on, expr essed no 

op i n i on, but  want ed t o kr- ow the d* t a i l s of  t he ac cusat i on and 

who was goi ng t o be t ak en, U . Oka mo t o so i d : 

" I don't thi nk that Kai and &urstomi coul d have been 

l / i b i d . , Sep t . 16, 1344, pp . 7, 11. 

<T/ i b i d' . , Sep t . C , 1944, p . £ . 

"a/ V o i d . , Sept . 11, 1944, p. 7 . 
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connect ed wi t h t hat  mur der  o as e . " l / 

On r .ept ember  19, when the r e*s had been abr oad f or  al most  

> two week s , Ni , K , so i d : 

"The peopl e er e pay i ng no at t ent i o n t o i t . They or e l et t i ng 

i t  go f r om one ear  t o t heot he r  . I  t hi nk t h e y ' l l  moke f oo l s of  

t hemsel ves i f  t hey o r r es t  t hose men." 2 / 

A we e le I r t cr  he st o t ed : 

1 I f  t hey ( K a i , Kur o t o mi and Ts uda) «r e ar r es t ed as t he ones 

who engi neer ed t he mur der , I  t hi nk t he adanni  at r a t  i on wi l l  make 

a l aughi ng s t ock out  of  t hems el v es ," 3 / 

Mr  , Y amas Mt n , who must  have been one of  t he men who r ef us ed 

Kur at omi  t  he money f or  on at  hor r i f y, mode t he fo"». l aw i ns i nt er es t i ng 

s t o te me nt  : 

" I  t h i nk Mr  , Kur ot ami  spr ead out  t he r umor  and ever ybody got  

wor r i ed ver y much, I  t o l d t hem i f  t hey or e i ndi c t ed t hey wi l l  

have pl ent y of  t i me. F i r s t  of  n i l  t hey w i n be gi ven a summons. 

Even i f  t hey ar e i ndi c t ed t hey wi l l  be r el eosed i mmedi at el y . 

Af t er  t hey or e r e l eas ed, t hey can sue agai ns t  r ader ei  and t he 

admi ni s t r at i on f or  i ndi c t i ng i nnocent  peo p l e . 

" i f  I  wer e i n t hei r  pos i t i on I  woul d r ot  have hi r ed a l awyer  

because X. know f r om my wi se t h i nk i ng t h& t  t hey wi l l  not  send out  

a sumr 'ons." 4 / 

The P r o j ec t  t o Pe t ur n the I s se i  Kegot i at i ng Commi t t ee Member s f r om 

Sant a F e . 

On t he r el ease cu t he n i s e i  st ockade det ai nees i n l at e Augus t , 

t hei r  f i r s t  expr essed pat h of  ac t i o n was t o obt ai n t he r et ur n of  

t he men who had been se nt  t o Sant a i e i n J u l y o nd, havi ng; t hus 

br ought  back a l l  t he member s of  t he Negot i at i ng Commi t t ee t o 

Tu l e Take, pr oceed to r e s i s t . Thei r  c h i ef  c ont ent i on wes t hat  

si noe t hey , as n i s e i , nnd been r el eased unc o ndi t i o nal l y , t he 

i nt er nment  of  t he i s s e i  member s of  t he Negot i at i ng C own i t  t ee 

i mpUed t hat  t hey had c oair.i t  t ed a *r ong f or  whi ch t hey wer e bei ng 

1 i b i d . , Sep t . 16, 1944, p .̂ £ . 

Z 7 T M r i . , Sep t . 19, 1944, p . 1 . 

cT/ i b i d , , Se t t . 1344, p . 

7 / " I t  i d . , Sep t , ¿ 1 , p . 



p un i s h ed . The n i s e i  member « r emai ni ng i n Tul e Take cound not  

r ea i en wi t hout  compl et el y c l ear  i ne t he r r mes of  t he i nt er ned 

i s s e i . To do so woul d be t o show a r epr ehens i b l e I s ok of  o b l i gat i o n 

or  g l r i . 

I n t h i s r a t t e r , ho wev er , t he f ac t i o n a l  s p l i t  a l s o made i t s 

apner r pnee. KP I  and Kur «t omi  A md some of  t he r e l ef  ped men wor ked 

as R oomr r .i t t ee end Xat o wor ked sepa r at e l y as a r epr es ent at i v e of  

t he Besegr e Rat i o n Gr o up , Kur? t omi  announced h i s i nt ent  i n̂ of  

dev o t i ng h i ms el f  t o t h i s caune soon af t er  h i s r e l ease f r om t he 

s t o c k ade, s t a t i n * thr  t  t he peop16 i n camp wer e ver y anxi ous t o have 

t he men sent  t o Sant a Fe . T h i s was a n exag<?er ot  i o n , 

"Our  ( n i 3e i ) r e l eas e i s u n c o n d i t i o n a l . They ( i s s e i ) wer e sent  

to Sant a Fe j us t  because t hey wer e al i et ns . How coul d t hei r  r et ur n 

to r ul e I AK6 be expedi t ed? 

"Mr , Bes t  pr omi sed us i n f r o nt  of  Wayne Co l l i n s ( A , C . t . U . 

a t t o r ney ) t hat  h e ' s wi l l i n g t o rrnke any r eoommendat i  ns per t a i n i ng 

t o t hese i s s e i  r et ur ni ng t o t he c emp. 

"The peop e have c ver y f i r m i dea t hat  t he i s s e i  sent  t o 

Sant a I«e or e j uat  ns i nr ocent  as t he n i s e i  r el eas ed o u t r i r h t . I  

know one or  t wo f ami l i es nave r ec ei v ed bet t er  s t het  t he J us t i c e 

Depot  f cment . i a wi l l i n g t o r et ur n t hem." 

Kur at omi  ended by s ay i ng t het  i f  t h i * r r at t er  »er e not  c l ear ed 

up t her e woul d be no per .ee i n c a r p , l / 

u£r  � Kat o who was n0?« a n ent hus i aet  i c member  of  t he des egr egat i o n 

Gr oup expr es s ed s i mi l ar  s ent i ment s : 

"V»e (Nego t i at i ng Conrr.i ttea) wi l l  not  r es i gn even i f * e go back 

t o J apan unl es s t he 26 men er e r et ur ned f r om Sant a Fe � I f  t hey 

r et u r n our  j o b i s over  and we wi l l  pr es ent  our  mass r es i gnat i o n at 

onoe . Tf  wo r es i gn now t he peopl e wi l l  r egar d us as cowar ds and 

our  name w i l l  be d i r t . 

" i f  k r , Best  doe s not  see me ( o n t h i s r a t t e r ) t l ie c<*n p wi l l  

be i n an upr ot  r . , : 2 / 

I f  e i t her  of  these men r ea l l y bel i ev ed fch®t  t he r es i dent s 

woul d make any t r oubl e i f  t he men d i d not  come beck f r om Sant a 

1/ i b i d . , S e p t . I n, 1944, pp. 7- 8, 

7 / i bi d, , Sept . 2£ , 1944, p , 4 . 
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Pe, they w?re very Tuoh mi st aken. 

Mr  . Beat ' s at t i t ude t owar d t he r et ur n of  t he i nt er nee* «as 

obt ai ned f r om Mr . Rober t s on. KPt o cont act ed Rober t son and ssked 

hi m t o sound out  Rest  on t he mat t er . Best  t ol d Rober t son t hat  

t her e was abso l ut el y no chance f or  t he r et ur n of  t he men. Mor eover , 

t he men i n Sant a Pe di d not  wi s h t o r et ur n t o Tul e l ake but  pr ef er r ed 

t o j o i n t ' e i r  f ami l i es i n Cr y s t al  C i t y . Thi s hapr ened to be t r ue, 

al t hough atr  . Rober t son i mpl i ed t o the wr i t er  t hat  t he men i n Sant a Vt  

had been t*>l d f chat  t hei r  c l i nc hes of  exchange t ; J apan wou d̂ be 

i mpr oved by t hei r  t r ans f er  t o Cr i s t a 1 C i t y , l / I n a l at er  conver sat i on 

Rober t son st at ed t hat  Best  had i nf or med Ka 1, Kumt omi  and t he ot her s 

t hat  " RA had had not hi ng t o do wi t h t he t r ans f er  to Sant a Fe and t hat  

t he men had been r emoved ent i r el y by t he Apar t ment  of  J u s t i c e , 

Ther eupon, t he commi t t ee showed Best  a l et t er  f r om th.i  Depar t ment  of  

J us t l oe, whi ch st at ed t hr t  i n the cr.se of  at  l east  one of  the men, 

t hey wer e wi l l i ng t o a l l ov. hi s j et ur n t o Tnl e t ake, 2 / on Oct ober  

4t h !»'r  . Best  gr ant ed t he commi t t ee of  ex - st oof eMo det ai nees an 

i nt er v i ew, seei ng a l l  o f  t hem but  Mr . Kat o who , f or  a r eason wh«eh 

was never  exp l a i ned, was f or  oed t o have an i nt er v i ew al one . The 

onl y acoount  o f  t hi s i nt er vi ew came f r om Ut s . I /at su â; 

nAr r̂ y ( s ugi mo t o ) , Rever end Ka i  and (J eor ge (f l ur at omi ) went  

t o sec Dr . Bes t , . . They had r ecei ved t hei r  answer  f r oT t he 

ftsxxs J us t i ce Depar t ment , T h i s l et t er  sai d t h?t  t hey (t he J ust  i co 

Dept . ) d i dn ' t  c a r e . The/ sai d i t  wee t he FA o f f i ce i n Washi ngt on 

who was opposi ng i t . I f  t hey coul d pet  t he consent  of  t he or o j s c t  

di r  ot or  i t  was a i l  r i ght  ( t o send t hem b a c k ) . 

"ai r . Bgs t  s t ar t ed out  vy say i ng t hc t  be coul dn't  do anyt hi ng 

�bout  i t . They showed hi m t he l et t er . He sai d he hodn' t  known 

about  t h i s , l ie ss i d he v,oul d have to cor y t he l et t er  and consul t  

Mr  . %e r  

Accor di ng to Hr s . ¿at s uda, Mr . Best  a l s o showed t he commi t t ee 

a l et ter from Santa f'e whi ch sai d th?t seven of  the i s s e i  sent  

1 / i b i d . , Sept . 21 , 1944, p . 8 , 
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