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He l auded the ear nest  ef f or t  made by t he r es i dent s of  
many bl ocks t o l aunch communi t y r epr esent at i on I n accor dance 
wi t h t he out l i ned pl an; and st at ed, "I t  i s obvi ous t hat  unl ess 
t he r es i dent s ar e v i r t ual l y unani mous I n t hei r  par t i c i pat i on 
I n t he sel ect i on of  t he Repr esent at i ve Commi t t ee, t hen t he 
commi t t ee cannot  be t r ul y r epr esent at i ve�11 

I n concl usi on he expr essed the bel i ef  t hat  t he f or mat i on 
of  the r epr esent at i ve body shoul d be post poned unt i l  a more 
f avor abl e dat e "i n f ai r ness t o the ent i r e communi t y," 

WRA TAKES OVhR STQCKAIK 

On May 25 i t  was announced i n the Me we 11. St ar , t hat  WRA 

had t aken over  compl et e char ge of  t he st ockade. .Not hi ng i s 

known at  pr esent  on the r easons washi ngt on or  t he l ocal  Admi ni s-

t r at i on had f or  doi ng t h i s . 

WRA I N COtafLh'i&i  CHARGE Ok? STOGi iAIE ADr i l NISTRATION 

The WRA i s now i n compl et e char ge of  the admi ni st r at i on 
of  t he segr egat ed ar ea wi t hi n t he cent er , i t  WHS announced by 
Pr oj ect  Di r ect or  Kay R. best  on Wednesday, Thi s ar ea whi ch 
has been commonl y t er med t he 'st ockade" had been est abl i shed 
by the Army aut hor i t i es and admi ni st er ed by the Army pr i or  t o 
t hi s t i me. As st at ed i n the NEWfciLL STAR l as t  week, r el eases 
have been made f r om t he ar ea t o the r esi dence sect i on of  t he 
cent or  by a WRA commi t t ee wor ki ng wi t h Army o f f i c i al s . 

The admi ni st r at i on of  the segr egat ed ar ea1 by t he WRA 
as announced by t he Pr oj ect  J - drector  means t hat  compl et e 
super vi s i on wi l l  be i n t he hands or  the pr oj ect  o f f i c i a l s . 
Thi s wi l l  i ncl ude mess oper at i on and ar r angement s f or  medi cal  
and ot her  necessar y ser v i ces . 

F i f t een of  t he i nt er nees al so r equest ed l egal  consul  at  

t hi s t i - i e.1 Get t i ng assi st ance i n t hi s mat t er  t ook some t i me. 

The i nt er nees1 r el at i ves wer e, f or  t he most  par t , qui t e i gnor ant  

of  l egal  mat t er s and di d not  know t o whom t o t ur n. Consul t i ng 

the pr oj ect  at t or ney, t hey f el t  \ vas out  of  t he quest i on. K. 

expr essed the f ol l owi ng opi ni on of  the st ockade s i t uat i on: 

"I  hear  t nat  &ai  i s goi ng t o be r el eased. But  i f  t hey 
l et  Kai  go t hey must  l et  t he r est  go . I f  t hey di d t hat  i t  woul d 
cr eat e a much more happy at mospher e." 

3»!bi d., May 23, p , 1. 
2 l b l d . , May 21, p . 6. 
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Cr i t i c l am t owar d gj c- _Coordl nat l nq; Commi t tee and I nt er nal  Secur i t y 

I n spi t e of  t he more "nor mal " at mospher e of  t he camp at  

t hi s t i me, I nf or mant s s t i l l  expr essed hat r ed t owar d i nu, t he 

ex- Coor di nat i ng Commi t tee and t he I nt er nal  Secur i t y . The 

f ol l owi ng r emar ks wer e made by two i ndi v i dual s of  ver y di f f er ent  

convi c t i ons . The f i r s t  came f r om an act i ve member  of  a pr essur e 

gr oup. 

"The Co- or di nat i ng Commi t tee kept  t hoi r  posi t i ons al t oget her  
t oo l ong, not  knowi ng t hey wer e not  want ed. No mat t er  how 
wel l  educat ed t hey ver a, t hey di dn't  know what  t hey wer e doi ng. 

"I  don't  t hi nk one of  them wi l l  ever  r epat r i at e." 

"Not  whi l e I 'm al i ve,5' sai d anot her  per son pr es ent .1 

The f ol l owi ng st at ement  was made by a ver y conser vat i ve 

mand who never  has and pr obabl y never  wi l l  t ake par t  i n any 

cont r over sy; 

"Some of  t he peopl e say the Co- or di nat i ng Commi t tee di dn't  
f i n i s h t hei r  wor k. They made a st at ement  i n t he paper  t hat  
t hey had compl et ed t hei r  wor k but  more t han 50 per sons ar e s t i l l  
I n t her e (t he s t ockade). Some of  t he i s sei  wer e sent  t o t he 
i nt er nment  car p, whi ch made the gr oup mad." 

Thi s man's wi f e now t ol d me what  she had hear d about  t he 

beat i ngs the boys i n the st ockade had r ecei ved. She had been 

t ol d by a f r i end empl oyed i n t he hospi t al  and "Thi s gi r l  

wasn't  t he k i nd to l i e . " She t hen sai d: 

"Some peopl e say t hey 'd l i ke to know wher e t hey get  t he 
scum t hey hi r e on I nt er nal  Secur i t y , I nt er nal  Secur i t y has a 
ver y bad name."2 

MR. BEST'S ATTITUU- I  TQVfAKD EX- SANTA FE, AND I EUPP I NTEKNbkS 

(Thi s t opi c has no par t i cul ar  connect i on her e and may be 

i nser t ed el sewher e.) 

1« 
b i d . , p. 4. 

( l i  K M M o t t Ot  v-v _U._DT.CI. , MAY ¿ O, P . O. 

• 
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The i nt er nees f r om Leupp who ar r i ved Le comber  6t h and t he 

i nt er nees f r om Sant a B'e who wer e al l owed t o j o i n t hei r  f ami l i es 

i n Tul e Lake dur i ng t he spr i ng of  1944 f r equent l y c r i t i c i zed 

t he r ecept i on t hey r ecei ved f r om Mr« Best . Bef or e r el eas i ng 

them i n t he camp Mr . Best  was accust omed t o cal l  t he men t o 

hi s of f i ce and l ect ur e them on behavi ng t hemsel ves and war n 

them t o r emai n out  of  al l  po l i t i cal  ac t i v i t i es . Many ex-

i nt er nees r emar ked t hat  t hey had come to Tul e Lake wi t h good 

i nt ent i ons and wor e pr ovoked b;,; t hi s pr el i mi nar y i nt er v i ew. 

Mr . "U", a St anf or d gr aduat e, who dar i ng hi s st ay i n Sant a 

Fe had been t he acknowl edged i nt er nment  cent er  l eader , st at ed 

t hat  he had had ever y i nt ent  t o co- oper at e wi t h Mr . Best  but  

af t er  ho was cal l ed up and l ect ur ed l i ke a r el easee f r om a 

r ef or m school  he was di sgust ed. He consi der ed Mr . Bes t 's 

at t i t ude smal l  mi nded and pet t y . Mr s . HQ" who was acquai nt ed 

wi t h many ex- i nt er nees r emar ked: 

"When peopl e come her e f r om 3ant a Fe or  when t hey ar e 
r el eased f r om the st ockade  ̂ Mr . Beat  t el l s t hem, TNow X don't  
want  t o put  you i n t he st ockade agai n.1 '1'hat  makes them mad. 
That  i i asn11 hel ped Mr . Best  i n the l as t  f ew weeks. I t  hur t  
hi m i n the whol e c o l ony ."1 

Al most  ever y ex- Leupp i nt er nee r emar ked t hat  t hei r  f i ve 

days i mpr i sonment  i n t he st ockade af t er  t hei r  ar r i val  at  Tul e 

gave them a spl endi d oppor t uni t y t o become pr ej udi ced i n 

f avor  or  t he Lai hyo 3ha Kal . r'Y'H di scussed hi s f eel i ngs 

qui t e f r ank l y ; 

"I f  Mr . best  had been a hi gh mi nded man I  woul d have co-
oper at ed, wi t h hi m ver y much. Y/e spent  t en mont hs i n Leupp. 

1 i b l d . . p . 2. 



o 78. 

We f el t  we pai d our  debt s , t ut  when we came her e t hey st uck 
us i n the st ookade f or  f i ve days. I f  he had not  done t hat  I f d 
f el t  ho was a f i ne man. Then when t hey l ef t  us out , he sai d, 
1 Don't  you ever  st i ck your  nose i n any po l i t i cal  mat t er .' 

" I f  we hadn't  gone to t he st ockade f or  f i ve days we 
woul dn't  nave near  a so much about  i t . But  we got  a pr et t y 
c l ear  pi ct ur e bei ng i n t her e. When we got  out  of  t he st ockade 
we aer e pr et t y wi se. 

Anot her  young k i bei  who had been sent  t o Leupp f r om Tul a 

Lake sai d; 

t !I  gi ve cr edi t  (i 'or  my pr ej udi ce) to whoever  put  me i n 
the st ockade. I t  gave me a one- si ded v i ew. 

Pr obabl y t he most  di s i l l us i oni ng exper i ence was suf f er ed 

by "G": 

"When I  earn to Tul e I  wan put  I n the st ockade and st ayed 
thex*e ¿or  appr oxi mat el y s i x mont hs. I  was r at her  downhear t ed 
because of  t he f act  t hat  I  Lad not hi ng t o do wi t h t he I nc i dent . 
I  saw ver y l i t t l e r eason f or  bei ng conf i ned i n the st ockade 
wi t h per sons al l eged to have somet hi ng t o do f i l t h t he i nc i dent . 

"Af t er  I  was t her e two mont hs I  had not  exact l y a hear I r g , 
but  t he per son i n char ge of  the st ockade at  t hat  t i me, Capt ai n 
Har t man, t ol d rae my past  r ecor d was so bad t hat  I  had t o be 
kept  i n t he st ockade unt i l  the oondi t i on I n camp c l ear ed up. 

'Then whi l e I  was i n the st ockade two per sons wer e beat en 
up I n the st ockade. I  was near by when i t  happened. I  
r ei t er at ed t o t he � � RA I nt er nal  Secur i t y per sonnel  t hat  si nce 
I  was a st r anger  t her e I  had ver y l i t t l e cont act  wi t h the boys , 
'l her ef or o, whi l e I  was at  t he pl ace wher e the beat i ng was done 
I  coul dn't  t el l  t he names of  the per sons who di d the beat i ng 
because I  di dn't  know. Thi s I s my f eel i ng. The aut hor i t i es 
f el t  t hat  I  was wi t hhol di ng the f ac t s . 

WI  t hi nk the gener al  opi ni on of  the peopl e i n the st ockade 
was t hat  t hi s man was st eal i ng goods supposed t o be gi ven t o 
t he col oni s t s . One of  them was sent enced to a per i od of  two 
year s i n J a i l . 

î b i d . , May 28, p . 2. 

î b i d . , Aug. 23, p. 2. 
sThe men beat en had had no connect i on wi t h t he i nc i dent  but  wer e 

?7ut: i n the st ockade whi l e awai t i ng t r i al  f or  st eal i ng r i ce 
f rom t he mess hal l s t o make sake. I t  i s ver y pr obabl e t hat  
the "po l i t i cal  pr i soner s" i n t he st ockade r esent ed t he pr esence 
of  t he se " common t hi e ve s.11 
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"I  had anot her  hear i ng j ust  about  two mont hs "before I  was 
r el eased. That  was by I nt er nal  Secur i t y . Thei r  at t i t ude was 
r at her  one of  appeal i ng t o me. They di dn !t  ask me much. They 
asked me about  t he i nc i dent . They sai d woul d I  behave i n camp 
i f  I  was r el eased? I  sai d, 'Yes . I  wi l l  behave.1 They j ust  
asked me a f ew t hi ngs l i ke t hat . "1 

FATAL SHOOTI NG OF S[OICHI  OKAMOTO 

On Thur sday t he 24t h of  May t hi s per i od of  compar at i ve 

qui et  was abr upt l y ended by the shoot i ng of  a J apanese by one 

of  t he mi l i t ar y pol i ce sent r i es . Soi chi  Okamot o, empl oyed i n 

the const r uct i on sect i on dr ove f r om t he pr oj ect  t o get  l umber  

whi ch was t o be used i n const r uct i on wor k and was shot  when he 

r et ur ned to t he pr oj ect  t hr ough t he ol d mai n ent r ance. The 

shoot i ng was wi t nessed by 15 J apanese and one member  of  t he WRA 

appoi nt ed per sonnel . Si nce the r ecor ds of  t he Cor oner 's I nquest  

and t he Cour t  Mar t i al  ar e not  avai l abl e, t he most  r el i abl e 

account  of  what  t ook pl ace r est s on t he st at ement  pr epar ed 

f r om eye- wi t ness account s by a commi t t ee of  ei ght  i s sei  segr egees 

at  t he r equest  of  t he Spani sh Consul  who, i n t ur n, was compl yi ng 

wi t h a r equest  of  t he J apanese gover nment . 

On the mor ni ng of  May 24, t he Cent er  was cal m and undi s-
t ur bed. Then, at  appr oxi mat el y 2:20 p .m. , May 24, 1944, t he 
shoot i ng occur r ed. The vi ct i m, Shoi chi  J ames Okamot o, was 
30 year s o l d, had been bor n I n Gar den Gr ove, Cal i f or ni a and 
had never  been abr oad. I n t he Cent er , he was a t r uck dr i ver , 
pr oper l y l i censed and assi gned to the const r uct i on cr ew. 

Okamot o was dr i v i ng Tr uck #100- 41 at  t he or der  of  t he 
const r uct i on super vi sor  Yamane to get  l umber  pi l ed acr oss t he 
hi ghway f r om t he ol d mai n gat e, whi ch i s cal l ed Gat e #4. He 
car r i ed al l  necessar y i dent i f i cat i on paper s and badges and 
was qual i f i ed as a t r uck dr i ver  per mi t t ed t o pass i nt o the 
r est r i c t ed ar ea. I n hi s t r uck, a swamper  named Henr y Shi ohama 
y f y i t f Mt f &/ t f i / y of  1219- F accompani ed Okamoto on t hi s assi gn-
ment ; he l i kewi se was pr ovi ded wi t h al l  necessar y i dent i f i cat i on 
to go out si de the per i me t er .gat e. The wi t nesses , bes i des 
Shi ohama who r ode next  t o Okamot o, I nc l uded el even boys f r om 

1R . Hankey, Not es, J une 16, pp. 1- 2. 
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"I  had anot her  hear i ng J ust  about  two mont hs bef or e I  was 
r el eased* That  was by I nt er nal  Secur i t y , Thei r  at t i t ude was 
r at her  one of  appeal i ng t o me. They di dn't  ask me much. They 
asked me about  t he i nc i dent . They sai d woul d I  behave I n camp 
i f  I  was r el eased? I  sai d, 'Yes , I  wi l l  behave.1 They J ust  
asked me a f ew t hi ngs l i ke t hat .  ̂

FATAL SHOOT INQ OF SOI CHI  OKAMOTO 

On Thur sday t he 24t h o f  May t hi s per i od of  compar at i ve 

qui et  was abr upt l y ended by t he shoot i ng of  a J apanese by one 

of  t he mi l i t ar y pol i ce sent r i es . Sfci chi  Okamot o, empl oyed i n 

t he const r uct i on sect i on dr ove f r om t he pr oj ect  t o get  l umber  

whi ch was t o be used i n const r uct i on wor k and was shot  when 1B 

r et ur ned to t he pr oj ect  t hr ough t he ol d mai n ent r ance. The 

shoot i ng was wi t nessed by 15 J apanese and one member  of  t he WRA 

appoi nt ed per sonnel . Si nce the r ecor ds of  t he Cor oner * s I nquest  

and t he Cour t  Mar t i al  ar e not  avai l abl e, t he most  r el i abl e 

account  of  what  t ook pl ace r est s on the* st at ement  pr epar ed 

f r om eye- wi t ness account s by a commi t t ee of  ei ght  i s sei  segr egees 

at  the r equest  of  t he Spani sh Consul  who, i n t ur n, was compl yi ng 

wi t h a r equest  of  t he J apanese gover nment . 

On t he mor ni ng o f  May 24, t he Cent er  was cal m and undi s-
t ur bed. Then, at  appr oxi mat el y 2:20 p .m. , May 24, 1944, t he 
shoot i ng occur r ed. The vi c t i m, Shoi chi  J ames Okamot o, was 
50 year s o l d, had been bor n i n Gar den dr ove, Cal i f or ni a and 
had never  been abr oad. I n t he Cent er , he was a t r uck dr i ver , 
pr oper l y l i censed and assi gned to t he const r uct i on cr ew. 

01  ̂mo t o was dr i v i ng Tr uck #100- 41 at  t he or der  o f  t he 
const r uct i on super vi sor  Yamane to get  l umber  pi l ed acr oss t he 
hi ghway f r om t he ol d mai n gat e , whi ch i s cal l ed Gat e #4. He 
car r i ed al l  necessar y i dent i f i cat i on paper s and badges and 
was qual i f i ed as a t r uck dr i ver  per mi t t ed t o pass i nt o the 
r est r i c t ed ar ea. I n hi s t r uck, a swamper  named Henr y Shi ohama 

1819- F accompani ed Okamoto on t hi s assi gn-
ment ; he l i kewi se was pr ovi ded wi t h al l  necessar y i dent i f i cat i on 
to go out si de the per i me t er  .gat e. The wi t nesses , bes i des 
Shi ohama who r ode next  t o Okamot o, i nc l uded el even boys f r om 

Hankey, Not es, J une 16, pp. 1- 2. 
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t he heavy equi pment  cr ew who wer e wa i t n g f or  an Army escor t  
t o go out  t o the c i nder  p i t . Thi s cr ew had t hr ee t r ucks par ked 
i n a semi - ci r cul ar  f or m, cl ose the Gat e #4 (see Di agr am). 
Okamoto and Shi ohama, on Tr uck #100- 41, wer e per mi t t ed t o pass 
out  t he gat e and t he f at al  shoot i ng occur r ed when t hey wer e 
r et ur ni ng v i a the same gat e* 

Accor di ng t o Shi ohama, t he new sent r y had J ust  come on 
dut y. T/ord has i t  t hat  the new sent r y was i n a di sagr eeabl e 
mood and was known as one of  t he t ougher  sent r i es . The two 
on t he t r uck went  over  the l i ne a b i t . The sent r y, on Okamot o !s 
si de o f  t he t r uck , coul d see Shi ohama1 s badge, but  coul d not  
at  f i r s t  see Okamot o's because of  t he hi gh si dedoor  of  t he 
t r uck, and because of  t he sent r y 's shor t  s t at ur e. I t  i s cl ai med 
t hat  t he badge was on Okar t ot o's j acket , as was necessar y. The 
sent r y asked t o see the badge i n a di sagr eeabl e f ashi on. 
0 Ira mo to showed the pass, was al l owed t hr ough, and r et ur ned wi t h 
hi s t r uck and swamper  i n a f ew mi nut es. On the way back, hi s 
t r uck dr ove up cl ose t o the heavy equi pment  c r ew's t r ucks. 
Ther e wer e 11 boys on the equi pment  cr ew, t he t r ucks i n a 
semi - ci r cl e f or m, st andi ng near  t he gat e wi t h f el l ows on t he 
r unni ng boar ds, f ender s , and ar ound the vehi c l es , I t  i s sai d 
t hat  the sent r y mado r emar ks t o t hem. The most  usual  phr ase 
whi ch was r epeat ed i n the cent er  was, "What  t he hel l  ar e you 
J aps doi ng�wai t i ng t o cl i mb t he h i l l ? " At  t hi s j unct ur e, 
Okamoto was dr i v i ng i n t owar ds the gat e and the sent r y 's 
at t ent i on was f ocused back upon h i n, Whi l e he had boen waved 
t hr ough t he gat e a t on mi nut es bef or e, he was now cer emoni ousl y 
hal t ed. I t  i s cl ai med Okamoto sai d wor ds t o the ef f ec t  o f , 
"Wel l , her e's t he pas s ." Per haps t hi s sounded cocky t o t he 
ai r ei dy i r r i t at ed guar d. The sent r y or der ed hi m of f  t he t r uck 
and commanded Shi ohama to dr i ve, Wi t hout  a dr i ver 's l i cense 
the 3a t t er  expl ai ned, ho coul d not  dr i ve a t r uck . The sent r y, 
i t  i s sai d, was i nf ur i at ed at  t hi s del ay. From t hen on, 
commands wer e wel l  pep, or ed wi t h cur ses . Thi s t ook t i me and 
r ai sed t ensi on al l  ar ound. To Shi ohama1s answer  the guar d i s 
sai d t o have r epl i ed, "You J aps and your  \ 7i?A f r i ends ar e t r yi ng 
t o r un t he whol e camp," He t hen t ur ned back t o Okamot o, who, 
i t  i s sai d, i f  he had cont enpl a t od any at t ack on the guar d woul d 
have had pl ent y of  t i me dur i ng t he exchange wi t h Shi ohama, 
(her e ver si ons dwel l  on t he f act  t hat  Shi ohama was a swamper  
and coul d not , t her ef or e, dr i ve the t r uck, al ong wi t h expl ana-
t i ons t hat  Okamoto woul d never  have been f ool  enough t o at t ack 
an armed sent r y, and was not  f ur t her , t hat  sor t  of  a per son). 
Heavy equi pment  boy3, not  many f eet  away, wer e t al k i ng among 
t hemsel ves of  the sent r y's aggr essi ve end I nsul t i ng manner , 
and some despi t e the t ensi on- - wer e sayi ng, "They ! r e not  al l  
l i ke t hat ", "Thi s one has i t  i n f or  ' J aps ' , e t c , " Okamoto 
was appar ent l y appr ehensi ve by t hi s t i me. When or der ed out  of  
t he t r uck he had done so r el uct ant l y and. had l ef t  t he t r uck 
door  opened. At  t hi s j unct ur e a For d V- 8. dr i ven by Hoy S, 
Campbel l , a Caucasi an WRA s t af f , ar r i ved f r om the hi ghway and 
st opped wi t h engi ne r unni ng, about  7 f eet  f r om t he end of  
Okamot o's t r uck . 
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Accor di ng t o Shi ohama and ot her  v i t ness , t he sent r y at  
t hat  t i me cooked hi s gun and went  ar ound v i a f r ont  t o t he ot her  
si de of  the t r uck wher e Okamoto was st andi ng. The sent r y t hen 
or der ed Okamoto t o t he back of  t he t r uck . Thi s woul d have been 
j ust  out si de the gat e, Qkamoto st ar t ed but  hes i t at ed f or  an 
i ns t ant . At  t hi s po i nt , specul at e on t he guar ds mot i ves, wi t h 
t r ue concent r at i on- car ap psychol ogy, t he suspi c i on i s t hat  t he 
guar d wi shed t o shoot  hi m out si de tho gat e, (Shot  whi l e t r y-
i ng t o escape), Qkamot o*a hes i t at i on i s expl ai ned by t hi s 
po i nt . I n t he moment  of  hes i t at i on, i n whi ch most  say no pi pes 
wer e l i t  and no wor ds sai d, the sent r y st r uck Okamoto si deways 
on t he r i ght  shoul der  wi t h a r i f l e- but t , Okamot o r ai sed hi s 
r i ght  arm and moved hi s body s l i ght l y back t o war d of f  any 
f ur t her  bl ows. Whi l e i n t hi s def ensi ve pos i t i on, t he guar d 
st epped back one pace and f r om a di st ance of  f our  or  f i ve f eet  
f i r ed wi t hout  war ni ng. I n al l  account s stemmi ng f r om 

oye- wi t ness t est i mony, t he act  was l ooked upon as an unpr ovoked 
at t ack, Okamoto f el l  wi t h what  seemed to have been a cl ose-
r ango st omack wound, Kasi dent s specul at ed on the poss i bi l i t y 
of  t he sent r y havi ng been over seas, havi ng been shel l - shocked, 
or  bei ng ment al l y bel ow par . I t  i s sai d, i n t he cent er , t hat  
Shi ohama cer t ai nl y must  have been cool - headed about  t he af f ai r  
si nce ho summoned an ambul ance i n l ess t han one mi nut e. At  
any r at o, t ho account  whi ch he and hi s co- wor ker s gave as si gned 
t est i mony t o t he Pol i ce Lepar  tment  i n i nt er vi ews wi t h al l  eye-
wi t nesses on t ho scene shor t l y t her eaf t er  i s a ai d t o be f act ual  
and l ogi c al , The st or y of  al l  eye- wi t nesses, despi t e al r eady 
di st or t ed newspaper  ver s i ons , such as i n. t he Sc F , Exami ner  
t hat  the one Caucasi an, Hoy Campbel l , eye- wi t ness acoount , 
pr obabl y i f  i  t o the pi ct ur e dr awn f or  t hem. 

The heavy oqui pment  cr ew was t hunder  st r uck, The sent r y 
cur sed, see no d ner vous, and i t  i s sai d, swung tho r i f l e i n 
t hoi r  gener al  di r ec t i on. Mor e cur s i ng -  "You peopl e get  t he 
hel l  out  of  her e" -  and t hey f l ed, Shi ohama t r yi ng t o get  
the hospi t al  on tho phone. Anot her  cr ew of  f i ve st umbl i ng on 
trie scene wer e or der ed back by t he sent r y. The ambul ance 
ar r i ved. The Pol i ce .Depar tment  i nt er vi ewed the evacuee eye-
wi t nesses and t he member  of  trie WRA s t af f  who had dr i ven up 
behi nd Tr uck ¿- 100- 41 and who had seen most  of  t he al t er cat i on 
f r om hi s car ," 

The sent r y, named Goo, r eput ed by gossi p t o be a Chi nese, 

a Hi ndu or  an Amer i can I ndi an, was pl aced under  ar r est  and an 

I nvest i gat i on Boar d was appoi nt ed by L t , Col . Aus t i n. 

Oicamoto was Hospi t al i zed as soon as poss i bl e. Accor di ng 

to some eye- wi t nesses, t no sent r y woul d not  al l ow any of  t he 

J apanese pr esent  t o t ake t ho t r uck t o cal l  a doct or  and a 

x l ie por t  of  the I nvest i gat i on Commi t t ee on t he Shoi ohi  Okamot o 
I nc i dent , J ul y 3, 1944, pp. 2- 4, 
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J apanese i ' HMf â r an t o cal l  an ambul ance on f oo t . The Com-

mi t t ee's account  cont i nues; 

Wtl  How l ong a t i me el apsed bef or e he was hospi t al i zed i s 
not  known; soae say 20 mi nut es. Accor di ng to t he at t endi ng 
phys i c !an and sur geon, evsr y poss i bl e moans of  t r eat ment  was 
admi ni  s t e r e s *t f l  

An oper at i on was per f or med by Dr . Hashi ba, ass i s t ed by 

the Chi ef  Medi cal  Of f i c er , Dr . Sl eat h. Two bl ood t r ansf usi ons 

wer e admi ni st er ed. Okamoto di ed t he next  day May 25, at  12:10 am. 

The r esul t s of  t he aut opsy per f or med wer e descr i bed by t he 

doct or s at  the i nquest : 

"I n she r i ght  chest  ar ea was t hi s hol e whi ch v/as about  
one cent i met er  i n di amet er  and t hi s was a f l esh wound, t hat  
connect ed t o the nan's i ns i des . Ther e wore some l ar ge r ent s 
t l i at  had been t or n t hr ough the man1 r. l i ver  and hi s st omach 
had been shat t er ed so t hat  when i t  was f i r s t  seen at  t he 
oper at i on, i t  was not  possi bl e t o r ecogni ze the pi eces as a 
st omach. The por t i on of  hi s l i ver  on the l ef fe~hand si de of  
the body as I  st at ed befr>ro had had hi c i nt er nal  cont ent s 
pushed out  t hr ough t he cavi t y so i t  was st i ck i ng out  and 
dr aped on t he out si do of  hi s body, and t hi s par t i cul ar  mat er i al  
was cover ed wi t h st i cky cont ent s, a por t i on of  whi ch wo r ecog-
ni zed as spaghet t  

IMMbDIAgb SFi foCT J  il- i. Si- 10j'I?lB0 0si  CO::,01 i l STS 

The i mmedi at e r eact i on of  t he col oni st s was shock. Thi s 

was cl osel y f ol l owed bj  an under st andabl e r el uct ance t o pass 

t hr ough the sent r y guar ded gat es on t he par t  of  t hese who 3© 

wor k r equi r ed t hat  ¿hoy do so. Many evacuees di d not  corns t o 

wor k on Fr i day mor ni ng and Okamot o's f el l ow wor ker s, t he 

const r uct i on cr ew, hel d a meet i ng and deci ded not  to come at  

a l l . Many meet i ngs wer e hel d i n t he col ony. Hos t i l i t y toward 

the sol di er s who, i n the days i mmedi at el y af t er  t he shoot i ng 

cont i nued t o conu i nt o t he col ony and t r ade at  t he Co- op st or es 

î b i d . , p . 5. 



gr ew r api dl y . The si ght  of  a so l di er 's uni f or m was an of f ense 

t o the over - wr ought  peopl e. 

ACTIVITY OF TBI, AEMI KI STRATI CH 

The ni ght  o f  May 24, no women t eacher s wer e al l owed t o 

ent er  the ool ony to hol d t hei r  ni gh school  c l a s s e s T h i s 

pr ohi bi t i on, however , was wi t hdr awn t he next  day. Mr , Best , 

ex t r e l̂ y f r i ght ened, f ol l owed the excel l ent  advi ce gi ven hi m 

by t he members of  hi s s t af f . The pr i mar y obj ect i ve of  t he 

admi ni st r at i on appear s to have been an ef f or t  to keep t he 

bl ame f o r  t he t r agedy f r om f al l i ng on the WRA� An i mmedi at e 

announcement  was pr epar ed t o be r ead i n t he mese hal l e at  t he 

noon meal  on F r i day, May 25. Dr . Opl er  asked t ho wr i t er 7 s 

opi ni on as to whet her  t hi s announcement  mi ght  not  t i e t he 

shoot i ng t oo c l osel y to \ 7RA.S 

^  ̂ The announcement  i ssued i n .t he name of  Mr . Best  f o l l ows : 

"I  r egr et  ver y much t hat  one of  t he cent er  r es i dent s was 
shot  yest er day af t er noon by a mi l i t ar y pol i ce sent r y and t hat  
l.io di ed at  the cent er  hospi t al  ear l y t hi s mor ni ng. Ever yt hi ng 
was done by t he medi cal  s t uf f  at  t he hospi t al  t o save hi s l i f e 
and a gr eat  many peopl e st ood r eady t o gi ve tirili* bl ood. An 
i nvest i gat i on i s bei ng made by the mi l i t ar y and pr oper  di sci -
pl i nar y act i on wi l l  f o l l ow. The v;ra was i n no way r esponsi bl e 
f or  t he shoot i ng, and I  want  you al l  t o know t hat  we r egr et  
t hat  i t  happened. No f ur t her  st at ement  can be made at  t hi s 
t i me pendi ng i nvest i gat i on by the £oar d, but  as soon an t he 
f act s ar e avai l abl e t hey wi l l  be gi ven t o t he r es i dent s i n 
¿Hall  -I  1 

Tuo same af t er noon Mr . Best , I 'r . Bl ack , and l *r . Rober t son 

cal l ed on the bor oaved f ami l y . Okamoto was sur vi ved by hi s 

wi dowed mot her , an ol der  br ot her  and two younger  br ot her s and 

two s i s t er s* On the appear ance of  t he Caucasi ans, t he ent i r e 

K. Hankey, Not es, May 24, p. 1. 
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f ami l y i s sai d t o have br oken down compl et el y. -̂  Sever al  ot her  

members of  the Y/RA, per sonnel , i n par t i cul ar  t eacher s who had 

Okamot o1 s younger  br ot her s or  s i s t er s i n t hei r  c l asses al so 

Gal l ed on t he f ami l y« One Caucasi an who had j ust  l os t  hi s own 

son cal l ed, t aki ng a pi ct ur e of  hi s dead son wi t h hi m* Okanot o*s 

mot her  k i ssed the pi ct ur e and dr agged out  her  Sho i chi 's cl ot hes 

t o show tho v i s i t o r »2 

Mr . Best  al so pl aced two aut omobi l es at  t he di sposal  o f  

tho f ami l y and a speci al  car  was sent  t o Hear t  Mount ai n t o br i ng 

r el at i ves t o the f uner al . Empl oyment  compensat i on paper s wer e 

i mmedi at el y f i l ed . 

The col oni s t s ' f ear  of  passi ng tho sent r i es at  t he £at e 

was al 30 pr ompt l y doal t  wi t h by st at i oni ng bot h Caucasi an and 

J apo.noso members of  f cho 17HA pol i ce depar t ment  at  the gat es . 

Thr ee days af t er  tho shoot i ng t he at t i t ude of  t he sent r i es had 

changed r emar kabl y» They no l onger  shout ed and bul l i ed evacuees 

passi ng t hr ough the 3 a to s because of  mi spl aced badges, nor  

v/ere t hei r  r i f l es I n ev i dence. On the af t er noon of  May 271 

they r emai ned wi t hi n the sent r y box. Thi s pol i cy had an i mmedi -

at e cal mi ng ef f ec t * Af t er  t hey wer e assur ed adequat e pr ot ect i on, 

the met er s of  t he const r uct i on ere v. mot  and on t he af t er noon 

of  May 2b and do el ded to r et ur n t o wor k. 

IMMh:D1 AO.:,; A'i l i f ULL  ̂ 'J y I r̂ i Â T̂ S 

'Xho r eact i ons of  i nf or mant s seen i mmedi at el y af t er  t he 

news of  Okamot o's deat h was announced var i ed f r om cont r ol l ed 

but  deepl y f el t  anger  t o al most  hyst er i cal  r age. Some peopl e 

R̂» i i ankey, Kot os, May 25, p . 4. 
2 i b i d . , May 27, p . 6. 
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advi sed thei r f r i ends and neighbors to keep cool  unt i l  the 

true facts were announced. After al l , sai d they, Okamoto might 

have been at f aul t , A statement rel eased by Secretary Iokes 

on the morning of May 25 (?) whi ch absol ved Okamoto from bl ame, 

created some sat i sfact i on but was al so regarded as proof that 

the sol di er would be consi dered gui l ty« 

I nser t statement here i f i t can be procured« 

K« an ol der ni sei  and Worl d War veteran was so moved that 

when di scussi ng the occurrance wi th the wr i ter he al most broke 

down« On May 25, after the announcement had been made i n the 

mess hal l s he said* 

"I heard qui te a l ot of cr i t i ci sm about i t , but one thi ng 
surpr i ses met the peopl e are very cal m. There i s qui te a l ot 
of resentment, but they are not exci ted. The peopl e are saySng 
'Let 's be cool  and know more about i t before we take any act i on 
We must not make any rash judgment unt i l  we know the facts 
compl etel y«' The col ony i t sel f i s taking i t cal ml y. 

"You might f i nd hot heads may start to agi tate. But we 
must be fai r « Mr . Best i s not responsi bl e. 

"We had an announcement here at noon i n Engl i sh and 
J apanese. As I say, they were very cal m. The J apanese coul d 
take i t . They'l l  take i t more than any other raoe. 

"From the Informati on that has been gathered, of course, 
1 don't know i t l ooks as i f the sol di er used too rash J udgment 
i n usi ng hi s gun."* 

A young ni sei  gi r l  oontaoted at the same time al so sai d 

that the people were pretty calm but that they were tal ki ng 

a great deal  and had had a meeting that morning. "They do not 

as yet know who was r i ght , but thi nk the sol di er was too quldt 

wi th hi s gun."2 

1l bl d.. May 25, p. 2. 
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"I "1s wi fe, a ni sei  said* 

"The people are angry about i t * But we heard over the radio 
that Secretary Xokes sai d that i t was the sol di er 's f aul t , that 
te (the sol di er ) was going to hi t him (Okamoto) on the head* 
That made the peopl e feel  bet ter . 

"They were al l  angry around here but nobody knew what i t 
was al l  about. Some were sayi ng, 'Wel l , maybe he got f r esh,1 

But now even Secretary I ckes blames the M, r , wl  

Another young ni sei  gi r l , a f r i end of the wr i ter , was 

almost i n tears. She fel t that the announcement made at the 

mess hal l  sounded as i f WRA were tryi ng to avoi d r esponsi bi l i t y, 

"I t was Mr, Best 's faul t for br i ngi ng i n the Mi l i tary i n 
the f i r st pl ace. They're meeting i n there (Ci vi c Organi zat i on's 
Of f i ce) now," 

She al so stated that she was convinced that even i f the 

sol di er were convioted he woul d be freed soon af t er . She had 

heard that the sol di er who di d the shooting at Topaz was seen 

stat i oned at Gi l a the next year , "Don't you thi nk the WRA 

ought to give the man's fami l y some compensati on," she added, 

A young man tol d Mr, Robertson that the col ony was going 

to demand that Mr , Best r esi gn, "How can they do that?" asked 

Robertson, "Mr , Best had nothing to do wi th t hi s." "Wel l ," 

r epl i ed the young man, "I f i t weren't for Mr, Best , the mi l i tary 
t>2 

woul dn't be i n control  and thi s woul dn't have happened," 

Late i n the afternoon of May 25 Mr. Best cal l ed a br i ef 

staf f meet i ng. He stated that the i nci dent was very regrettabl e 

and that the staf f was apt to be confronted wi th a si tuat i on 

si mi l ar to that of November 4 when the newspapers had presented 

di stor ted reports whi ch took a l ong time to repress. "Thi s 
1l bl d,. p. 3, 
2i bl d,, p . 2. 
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might be the spark whi ch woul d start another i nci dent ." He 

reassured the staf f that the absence of evacuees from thei r 

J obs during the day had not been a st r i ke; the peopl e were 

wai t i ng to be reassured that there was no danger i n thei r coming 

througi the gates. Tomorrow members of the pol i ce for ce, both 

Cauoasian and J apanese were to be stat i oned at gate 3. Patrol  

cars were to move among the workers on the farms and a patrol  

car was assi gned to fol l ow the garbage det ai l . He asked for 

the co- operation of the staff and assured them that they woul d 

be adequatel y protected. 

He announced al so that a Board of Inqui ry had been appointed 

by ths mi l i tary and that WRA headquarters had requested that 

WRA be represented on thi s board by a member of i t s personnel« 

Mr. Bl ack was to f i l l  thi s posi t i on. He cl osed wi th the state -

msnt that i t woul d be the pol i cy of the Admi ni strat i on to rel ease 

al l  i nformati on to the col ony as soon as i t was rel eased by 

the Mi l i t ar y. 

Mr. Markl ey, the reports of f i cer , then read a statement 

which warned the staf f not to di scuss the shoot i ng, to r ef r ai n 

from personal  oomment and to keep i n mind that i t *was the r i ght 

of 'these peopl e1 to egr ess themsel ves as l ong as the expressi on 
«1 

di d not resul t i n vi ol enoe. 

On l eavi ng the meeting the fol l owi ng remark was overheard, 

coming from one of the male staf f members, "Proper di sci pl i nary 

aoti on wi l l  be taken, KuhJ  They're convi ct i ng the boy before 

1l bl d>. PP. 5- 6. 
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he's hear d«"1 Mr . Boat was al so cr l t i oi zed by some st af f 

members "for t el l i ng them not hi ng." 

As for the meeti ng of the Board of I nqui ry whi ch took 

pl ace the eveni ng of May 25, no i nformat i on was ever rel eased* 

The eveni ng of May 25 Br , Opl er expressed hi msel f as very 

pl eased wi th the manner i n whi ch Best had so f ar handl ed the 

di f f i cul t si t uat i on. Opl er al so stated that i t was he who had 

advi sed Best to gi ve the Okamotos the two automobi l es for thei r 

use and to pl ace WRA members of I nter nal  Secur i ty at the gate* 

"I 'm J ust amazed at what Best i s doi ng* After I ekes' 
statement was reported to hi m, he sai d he was darn gl ad that 
i t had been made* Yesterday Col * Aust i n was shout i ng over the 
phone and act i ng the sunny face* Today he was ser i ous af ter 
he had heard I okes1 speech* 

"Best has r eal l y done hi msel f proud. The Col onel  gave i n 
on the WRA protect i on (at gates) quest i on* * »The possi bl e 
I nter nat i onal  compl i cat i ons are bother i ng Best* *. . 

"The pat tern of r eact i on as I see i t i s : (1) Revenge; 
(2) The wl dh for protect i on and assi st ance*"2 

W U M M / M h W t M J t M / U t t M 

The Coroner 's I nquest al so took pl ace the eveni ng of May 25« 

When the deci si on of the j ury that the sentry had shot Okamoto 

"whi l e i n l i ne of duty" was rel eased i n the newspapers the next 

day, i t caused a great deal  of resentment . Many persons at 

f i r st consi dered i t the f i nal  ver di ct , confusi ng i t wi t h the 

Court Mar t i al * A copy of the Coroner 's I nquest 's deci si on, 

taken from the report made to the Spani sh Consul , fol l ows: 

MODOC COUNTY CORONER'S INQUEST 

On May 25, 1944, from 7s30 p.m., Modoc County Coroner 's 
I nquest was hel d at the Base Hospi tal  Operat i ng Room* 

i bi d.* p* 6. 
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Tte J urors present were: 
Charl es Cal l edni ne Mrs. Anne J amison 
Phi l  J . Pi sh R. R. Baker 
J ohn O'Shea Dani el  M. Crawford 
Mrs. R. C. Cox 

Di st r i ct Attorney of Modoc County, Cal i for ni a, Charl es 
Lederer , conducted the hear i ng at the request of the Coroner. 
Di st r i ct Attorney by request of the J urors opened the hear i ng 
wi th the purpose of Invest i gat i ng the cause of death and the 
persons responsi bl e. I f anyone concerned, questi oned the wit-
nesses» 

Wi tnesses and Dootors 

Henry Shlohama J oe J » Ni shi zaki 
Charl i e Antoku George Yamashi ta 
Gen Hl toml  Kanpo Ogawa 
Tom Kadowaki Kazuto Matsumoto 
Roy S. Campbel l  Sadao Yamane 
Tsugl o Soga Masao Tokuyoshl  
Gi ro Snow (Shl nomoto) Masakl  Nakamoto 
Prank Amemiya Dr . J ack Sl eath 
Ben Watanabe DP. George Hashl ba 

The copy of the Coroner 's Inquest record I s hereto appended. 

Charl es Lederer made the fol l owi ng statement: Por the 
purpose of record, I woul d l i ke to state that as Di st r i ct 
Attorney of Modoc County, State of Cal i for ni a, I have asked 
the name of the guard at tiB gate who actual l y shot the 
decedent, but due to Army Regul at i ons I cannot produce I t . 

Verdi ct of J urors 

After son» del i berat i on the J ury returned the fol l owi ng 
verdi ct ; 

"I n thB matter of Inquest upon the body of Shl oho 
(Shol ohl ) Okamoto, before J ohn C. Sharp, Coroner, we, the 
undersi gned J ury summoned to appear  before J ohn C. Sharp, 
Coroner of the County of Modoo, I n the State of Cal i forni a 
at Newel l , Cal i for ni a, on the 25th day of May, 1944, to i nqui re 
i nto the death of Shi cho (Shol ohl ) Okamoto, have been sworn 
and charged according to the l aw and have made such i nqui si -
t i on as regards the decedent, and have adduced upon our 
author i ty, and for al l  to see, that we f i nd that the decedent 
was named Shi cho (Shol ohl ) Okamoto, and that he came to hi s 
death on the 25th day of May, 1944, at Newel l , Cal i for ni a, 
by a member of the Uni ted States Armed Forces whi l e i n the 
l i ne of duty. 

Si gned thi s 26th day of May, 1944. 
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W. Loudon, Foreman 
Charl es Cal l endi ne 
Ro R. Baker 

Phi l  J � Fi ah 
J ohn 01 She a 
Dani el  M# Crawford 

Mrs. E. c. Cox 
Mrs* Anne J amison 

On May 26 the Mewel l  Star rel eased an account of the shoot-

i ng, a statement by Mr , Best and a staterasnt by Okamoto's 

el der brotto r j  

0KAM0T0 DIES FROM GUNSHOT WOUND INFLICTED BY SENTRY 

Returni ng Worker Shot at Main Gate 

Shoiohi J ames Okamoto, 30, of 3002- A di ed at the base 
hospi tal  ear l y thi s morning as a resul t of a gunshot wound. 
He had been shot by a mi l i tary pol i oe sentry at the ol d main 
entrance to the proj ect . 

Li eutenant Col onel  Verne Aust i n ordered the sentry p3a ced 
\ inder arrest and appoi nted a Board of I nvest i gat i on. These 
steps were taken by the mi l i tary who are sol el y responsi bl e 
for the i nvest i gat i on of the facts i n the case. 

The vi ct i m of the shooting was employed i n the construct i on 
sect i on and had been dr i vi ng a t ruck. Ho drove out through 
thi s gate to get l umber whi ch was to be del i vered to the construc-
t i on J ob, and was returni ng to the center at the time. On the 
truok wi th him was one worker, a wi tness to the shoot i ng, and 
others were near who have cooperated wi th the pol i ce i n gi vi ng 
ful l  statements of the ci rcumstances. 

BEST'S STATEMENT 

Mr. Best made a statement thi s morning whi ch was read at 
al l  of the mess hal l s i n the center . The statement fol l ows: 

"I regret very much that one of the oenter resi dents was 
shot yesterday afternoon by a mi l i tary pol i oe sentry and that 
he di ed at the oenter hospi tal  ear l y thi s morni ng. Everythi rg 
was done by the medi cal  staf f at the hospi tal  to save hi s l i ft 
and a great many peopl e stood ready to give thei r bl ood. 

Invest i gat i on i s bei ng conducted by the mi l i tary and 
proper di sci pl i nary act i on wi l l  fol l ow. The WRA was i n no way 
responsi bl e for the shoot i ng, and I want you al l  to know that 
we regret that i t happened. No fur ther statement can be made 
at thi s tims pending the i nvest i gat i on by the board, but as 
soon as facts are avai l abl e they wi l l  be gi ven to the resi dents 
i n ful l  det ai l ." 

At the same time Mr . Best expressed sympathy to the 
bereaved members of the fami l y and offered to make avai l abl e 
to them any f aci l i t i es of the WRA. 
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The shooting happened at approximatel y 2s20 p.m. on 
Wednesday, aooordl ng to the of f i ci al  reports at the Internal  
Secur i ty of f i ce. As soon as the f i r st report was recei ved an 
ambulance was ordered to the scene and Mr. Okamoto removed to 
the center hospi t al . Every ef for t was made to save hi s l i f e, 
and no one was permi tted to questi on him about the ci rcumstames 
because cf  the danger of sapping hi s strength. 

Two bl ood transfusi ons were necessary before the operat i on 
coul d be performed. The operat i on was done by Dr . 0. Hadti iba, 
who vas assi sted by Dr . J ack Sleafch, chi ef medical  of f i oer of 
the WRA. Captai n Edwards of the mi l i tary medi cal  staf f was 
al so present as were two other evacuee doctors at the hospi t al . 

BROTHER ASKS UNBIASED INVESTIGATION, J USTICES NO UN DDE DISTURB-

ANCE; I N CENTER 

The vi ct i m of the shooting i s survi ved by hi s gr i ef- str i cken 
mother, Seki yo, an ol der brother , Koi chi , and two younger brothers 
and two si sters who were at hi s bedside at the time of death 
shortl y after midnight at 12sl 0 a.m. Another brother and si ster 
are st i l l  i n the Heart Mountain center and a si ster i s i n the 
Gi l a center . 

The ol der brother steb ed that he wanted a complete and 
unbi ased i nvest i gat i on of the ci rcumstances surrounding the 
shooting and f ul l  J usti ce mated, al though he hoped that there 
woul d be no undue di sturbance wi thi n the center over the af f ai r . 

EVACUEE ATTITUIES E ¿PRESSED MAY 27 and 28. 

Compi l ing att i tudes dur i ng thi s per i od was a di f f i cul t 

and del i cate task. Fi ve contacts were attempted. One man, K. , 

found the subj ect too pai nful  to di scuss. However, at three 

homes, fami l y members and fr i ends were present and i t was 

possi bl e to note a considerabl e number of opi ni ons and react i ons. 

"Y " a ki bel  was contacted i n the presence of hi s kl bei 

wi fe and a kl bei male f r i end. "Y" stressed that WRA'S 'attempt 

to avoid responsi bi l i t y1 was havi ng a very bad ef fect on the 

peopl e. "They thi nk i f WRA's not responsi bl e t hat 's bad. Who 

i s responsi bl e?" He stated that he had a good deal  of busi ness 

to transact i n the Admini strati ve Quarters but he was not going 

to r i sk going through the gates. Hi s wi fe remarked that the 
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si ght of sol di ers pat rol l i ng the oamp wi th machine guns was 

of fensi ve. Nei ther "Y" nor hi s wi fe ant i ci pated that the peopl e 

woul d make any demonstrati on. "What can we do?* sai d "Y"#f 

bi t t er l y, "We're onl y J aps. A H we can do i s take i t ." "Y" 

added that ho had heard that onl y a few days ago an i ssei  had 

been hi t on the head by a sol di er when goi ng out of gate 3. 

He had not understood Engl i sh and had not obeyed some order 

made by the sol di er .* 

At a l arge fami l y group vi si ted on May 28, the shooting 

was di scussed at l ength, everyone present agreed that the 

sol di ers shoul d stay out of  camp. Everytime the peopl e see 

them they feel  worse. Troubl e might occur , the men agreed, but 

"everythi ng woul d depend on the ver di ct .M "I f the sol di er was 

acqui t ted," sai d a young ki bei , "the best thi ng WRA coul d do 

to avoi d troubl e woul d be to tear down the fence« Then troubl e 

might not st ar t . I t woul d be al l  r i ght to have the mi l i tary 

at the main gate, but at the other gates -  Ho." Those present 

were i ndi gnant about some of  the accounts whi ch had appeared 

i n the newspapers. "Some papers sai d that Okamoto had t r i ed 

j u- j i tsu on the sol di er ." One young man present asked the 

wr i ter i f she thought i t possi bl e that the sol di er might be 

gi ven a heavy sentenoe and then sent some pl ace el se and 

rel eased. When tol d that thi s was a di f f i cul t questi on to 

answer he asked another, "I f the sol di er were gi ven a haavy 

sentenoe and sent away to serve a l i ght one, woul d the sol di ers 

here at Tul e Lake know about that or woul d they thi nk he had 
o 

recei ved the heavy sentence?" 

î bl d.. May 28, p. 1. 
2l bl d., p. 4» 
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"I ", a ni sei  f r i end of l ong standing had no hesi tat i on 

about speaking of the shooting or of i t s ef fect upon the peopl e. 

Hi s react i on to the nervous st rai n was qui te Ameri can. He 

made several  cyni cal  humorous remarks at which al l  present 

l aughed immoderatel y. 

"Best has cal l ed a center- wide hol i day on the day of the 
funer al . (A hal f- hol i day was actual l y cal l ed.) They are al so 
going to have a wake at the hi gh- school . That 's a darn good 
i dea. I t woul d be more or l ess i roni cal  to give tl® fel l ow a 
mi l i tary bur i al  -  bei ng as he's a repatr i at and a No- No. 

"A l ot of how thi s goes i s going to depend on how WRA 
handl es i t between now and the time the verdi ct i s rel eased. 
I f WRA can prove to the peopl e that they are sincere i n thei r 
bel i ef that the man who was shot was of no f aul t , and that they 
di d thei r best to get J ust i ce, then thi ngs might qui et down. 
But i f they exonerate the man compl etel y, there's going to be 
a bl ow- off. They'l l  have to bui l d a double fence around the 
Admi ni strat i on sect i on. 

"The smartest thi ng WRA ooul d do i s to start impressing 
the peopl e now that the Mi l i tary i s more concerned than WRA. 
After al l , the man was a sol di er . Under these condi t i ons i t 
comes under the j ur i sdi ct i on of the War Department. 

"When the announcement was made i n our mess everybody 
took i t as a matter of course. Knowing the Mi l i tary of J apan, 
they know how i t was. The l ocal  and ci vi l i an author i t i es ha 
to step i nto the background. 

"Ths smartest thing to do woul d be to gi ve the man twenty 
years and send him to J ai l , ¿end him to j ai l  anyway and pardon 
him after three or four years. 

"After al l , he (Qkamoto) was unarmed* I f I were the sentry 
and had two r i f l es and automatic pi stol s I woul dn't shoot hi m. 
I ' d bat him on the head wi th the r i f l e. 

On Mr. Best 's vi si t to the Okamoto fami l y and hi s deci si on 

to grat permission for a publ i c funeral , "I " sai d: 

He's l earned a l ot . He had t o. He's more sensi bl e wi th 
the peopl e now. The J apanese peopl e ore appreci at i ve of that , 
especi al l y when i t ' s an order gi ven by the Proj ect Di rector . 
I t wi l l  mean more than any 500 or 600 words he can say, 

"On the other hand, there are peopl e who tal k l i ke t hi s: 
'Wel l , we oan't expect J usti ce from the Army here inasmuch as 
we are di sl oyal  J aps and thei r enemi es. I f t hat 's the case 
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and the man I s exoner at ed, al l  we oan do I s l earn hi s name 
and remember I t unt i l  after the war and see whl oh side wi ns.1 

They want to br i ng I t up at the peace conference. 

"Another fact i on says: 'You won't hear anymore about 
thi s unt i l  after the war .1 By that time they hope the peopl e 
wi l l  have forgotten about I t . Personal l y, I thi nk I f they 
drag I t out and hope peopl e wi l l  forget , I think there wi l l  
be a l ot l ess ruckus I f they j ust corns r i ght out wi th i t , even i f 
exonerated* 

"You l ook at i t thi s way. Thi s i s what affeots peopl e 
now. I f that can happen and the man i s exonerated, that wi l l  
give the M. P.' s the impression that the l i ves of the J aps i n 
here are not worth a hel l  of a l ot . That 's J ust asking for more 
shoot i ng. lie ok, X might wal k through that gate next morning 
and the guy wi l l  take a shot at me. I 'm dead. Tl at 's not 
going to hel p me any. 

"I feel  thi s way. He's gone. X can't br i ng him back to 
l i f e. 

"I heard that Aust i n had sent a speci al  oar to Heart Moun-
tai n to br i ng hi s rel at i ves I n for the funer al . That 's the 
l east they coul d do. 

"I t al l  depends on what the verdi ct i s. 

"The newspaper stor i es try to give the Impression that 
the man mi si nterpreted the sentry's orders. 

"Ther e's one thi ng they're going to have to l ook out f or . 
What wi l l  J apan do about thi s? They're l i abl e to f i gure tfcat 
ten Americans are worth one J ap. Pretty soon each side wi l l  
be seei ng who can ki l l  them (pr i soners or i nternees) of f f ast er ." 

As X l ef t "X"'s home he remarked that the l i d might bl ow 

off the camp i n two hours. I f that happened the safest pl ace 

f or Mr. Robertson, Mr . Hayward and mysel f, the onl y Oaucasians 

who "111 thought worth worrying about, woul d be i nsi de the ool ony, 

at a J apanese f r i end's home.1 

Another ni sei , WM"# about 28 years ol d, was far more 

exci ted than WI ". wMtt  was at thi s time employed on Dr . Opl er 's 

staff and had been busi l y gatheri ng eye- wi tness accounts of the 

shoot i ng. Prom these accounts he had prepared a report whi ch 

1 l bi d. , May 27, pp. 3- 6. 
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ha ent i t l ed, "Mur der  at  Tul e L ak e." He al ao st r essed t he peopl es1 

"hos t i l i t y to t he uni f or m." "Ever yt i me t hey see a sol di er  

dr i v i ng t hr ough camp i n t hei r  ar mor ed oar s i t  makes t hei r  bl ood 

bo i l , " He was convi nced t hat  i f  t he sol di er  wer e not  puni shed 

pr ompt l y and J us t l y , t he r esul t s "woul d be t er r i b l e. " Accor di ng 

t o dat a "M" had gat her ed, t he sent r y, Goe, had been r ude t o 

evacuees passi ng t hr ough t he gat e f or  some t i me. The J apanese 

had commented on t he di f f er ence bet ween hi s at t i t ude and t hat  

of  the sent r y who pr eceded hi m and had come t o t he concl usi on 

t hat  Goo "had i t  i n f or  the J aps . " On one occasi on ( i t  was 

sai d) he had shout ed at  an i s sei  because the man had hi s badge 

on t he wr ong si de of  hi s j acket . The i s s ei , not  under st andi ng, 

had at t empt ed t o pass , wher eupon Goe had hi t  hi m on t he back 

of  t he head wi t h t he but t  of  h i s p i s t o l . "M" had pr epar ed an 

account  of  t he shoot i ng f r om eye- wi t ness r epor t s whi ch he al l owed 

t he wr i t er  to r ead. The gi s t  of  i t  i s pr esent ed her e f r om 

memor y. The chi ef  s i gni f i cance of  t hi s account  i s t hat  i t  i s 

pr obabl y the ver s i on whi ch was spr ead t hr ough camp and bel i eved 

by t he maj or i t y of  t he co l oni s t s , I t  wi l l  be not ed t hat  i t  

agr ees subst ant i al l y wi t h the st at ement  gi ven t o t he Spani sh 

Consul  by t he I nvest i gat i ng Commi t t ee. 

"When Okamot o appr oached t he gat e, dr i v i ng t l B t r uck, t he 
sent r y waved at  hi m. Okamoto i nt er pr et ed t hi s as a s i gnal  t o 
st op. The sol di er  t hen appr oached hi m, cur sed at  hi m and or der ed 
hi m t o get  out  of  t ie t r uok . Okamot o got  out  o f  t he t r uck 
r el uc t ant l y . The sol di er  t hen or der ed hi m t o wal k out si de t he 
f enoe. Okamoto di d so hes i t ant l y and t he sol di er  made as i f  
t o st r i ke hi m wi t h t he but t  of  hi s r i f l e . Okamoto r ai sed hi s 
arms and t he sol di er  shot  hi m i n t he st oj mch at  t he r ange o f  
t hr ee f eet . Okamot o scr eamed and f el l  t o t he gr ound wr i t hi ng 
and c l ut chi ng hi s st omach. The sol di er  r el oaded hi s r i f l e and 
l i ght ed a c i gar et t e. The ot her  J apanese pr esent  l ooked on 
amazed. Then t he sol di er  sai d, "Get  t he hel l  out  of  her e or  
I ' l l  shoot  you t oo ." The men r an t o t he hospi t al  t o get  t he 
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ambul ance. Whi l e t ney wer e gone anot her  t r uck (a l umber  t r uck) 
dr ew up t o the gat e« Seei ng t hat  t he man on t he gr ound was a 
J apanese one of  t i e men i n t hi s t r uck at t empt ed t o get  out . 
The sol di er  shout ed at  hi m, "Get  back I  Get  the hel l  out  of  
her e."1 

Comment  

Pr om t he above st at ement s i t  may be i mpl i ed t hat  a consi d-

er abl e pr opor t i on of  t he col oni st s wer e of  t he opi ni on t hat  

ser i ous t r oubl e mi ght  ar i se al most  i ns t ant l y , par t i cul ar l y i f  

the sol di er  wer e exoner at ed. "I t  al l  depends on t he vor di ct ,11 

was a gener al  conc l us i on. Some c r i t i c i zed t he WHA's obvi ous 

at t empt  t o evade al l  r espons i bi l i t y , whi l e " I " , al ways pr ac t i cal , 

pr ai sed t hi s admi ni st r at i ve move as good pol i cy . I n spi t e of  

t he f act  t hat  per sonnel  f r om t he I nt er nal  Secur i t y had been 

st at i oned at  t he gat es , sever al  i nf or mant s st at ed t hat  t hey 

wer e goi ng t o keep away f r om gat es , s i nce, as t hey expr essed 

i t , " I f  WRA i s not  r esponsi bl e f or  us , what 's t o keep the sent r ys 

f r om shoot i ng us down t oo?" An under st andabl e hos t i l i t y t o 

t he so l di er s , aggr avat ed by t hei r  cont i nued appear ance i ns i de 

the f ence, was expr essed by most  peopl e. Mor eover , t he sus-

pi c i on t hat  t he sent r y woul d be gi ven a sent ence whi ch he woul d 

not  be f or ced t o ser ve, appear ed t o be f ai r l y common. I f  " I " 1 s 

account  of  at t i t udes i s r el i abl e, as the wr i t er  bel i eves i t  

t o be, some of  t he col oni st s wer e al r eady pr edi ct i ng two days 

af t er  ukamot o'a deat h and t hat  t he sol di er  woul d be acqui t t ed 

t hat  t he Army woul d not  r el ease t hi s i nf or mat i on unt i l  such a 

t i me as f eel i ng had di ed down i n camp. Consequent l y, t he onl y 

r ecour se of  t he ool oni st s woul d be t o wai t  unt i l  af t er  t he war  

t o obt ai n J us t i ce. 

*- i bi d., pp. 1- 2. 
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ATT I TU l b 3 OF THh CAUCASIAN PERSONNEL 

Many of  the members of  t he appoi nt ed per sonnel  wer e al mos t  
* 

as angry and di st ur bed t han t he J apanese. The det ai l s of  t he 

shoot i ng, par t i cuk r l y t he f ac t  t hat  Okamoto had been shot  

down at  a r ango of  t hr ee f eet  wer e r epeat ed wi t h excl amat i ons 

of  hor r or  and di sgust . Pr om Mr . Best  down, the maj or i t y of  

t he st af f  members appear ed t o be deepl y moved and s i ncer el y 

r egr et f ul . Onl y a f ew r emar ked t hat  Okamoto may have been 

i mpudent  to the sent r y. Many o f  the t eacher s who had t o pass 

t hr ough the gat e on t hei r  way t o school  expr essed a hos t i l i t y 

t o t he sol di er s ver y si mi l ar  to t hat  of  t he evacuees. The onl y 

genui nel y i nconsi der at e r emar k over hear d was made by a not  t oo 

wel l  bal anced s t af f  member  empl oyed i n t he hospi t al . She 

s t at ed; 

"Vihen Okamoto was br ought  i n t he J apanese st andi ng ar ound 

wor e j ust  pr ayi ng f or  hi m t o di e and don't  k i d your s el f ." When 

anot her  per son pr esent  expr essed sympat hy f or  t he so l di er s , t he 

same i nf or mant  sai d: wDon't  gi ve them any sympat hy. They had 

al l  mado up t hei r  mi nds t hat  i f  t hi s f el l ow i s f ound gui l t y , 

t hey 'd al l  st ar t  shoot i ng up a f ew J aps . Then t hey (t he 
nl  

mi l i t ar y aut hor i t i es ) coul dn't  do anyt hi ng t o the whol e company. 

When a week passed wi t h no s i gn of  upr i s i ng f r om the col ony 

the maj or i t y of  the s t af f  r el axed consi der abl y and af t er  t he 

f uner al  l i t t l e t ensi on was appar ent . 

Mr . Best  was r epor t ed t o be i n a ver y anxi ous i f  not  

t er r i f i ed st at e of  mi nd. * week af t er  t he shoot i ng t he wr i t er  

was t ol d by wel l - i nf or med f r i ends t hat  Mr . Best  had come t o 
1Xbi d., J une 19, p. 1. 
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t he dec i s i on t hat  t ier  pr esence on t he pr oj ect  coul d be det r i -

ment al  t o t he Admi ni st r at i on and t hat  i t  woul d be best  f o r  her  

t o l eave. The wr i t er  i mmedi at el y cont act ed Mr . Bes t , and was 

advi sed by hi m "t o st ay out  o f  t he col ony f or  a whi l e unt i l  

t hi ngs bl ow over ." Ei t her  because t hi s advi ce was f ol l owed, 

or , more pr obabl y, because no di st ur bi ng i nc i dent  occur r ed, t he 

mat t er  was dr opped and t he wr i t er  was not  expel l ed. I t  i s 

possi bl e t hat  a cont r i but ar y f act or  t o t hi s st at e of  appr e-

hensi on whi ch gr i pped t he r esponsi bl e members of  t he Admi ni st r a-

t i on was t he suspi c i on or  t he knowl edge t hat  t he Army i nt ended 

t o whi t e- wash t he af f a i r . On May 27, Mr . Rober t son asked the 

wr i t er , "What  do you t hi nk woul d happen i f  t he Army whi t e-

washed t he whol e t hi ng and di d not  r el ease t he ver di ct  f or  

mont hs? The same eveni ng Dr . Opi er  r emar ked t hat  "V»RA of f i ce 

was t r yi ng l i ke hel l  t o keep t he Army f r om whi t ewashi ng t he shoot  

i n g . "1 

DI VI SI ONAL BE SPONSI BLE MEN ATTEMPT TO K)RM WORKERS' ORGANI ZATI ON 

A f ew days af t er  t he shoot i ng a ver y i nt er est i ng at t empt  

t o r eent er  t he pol i t i cal  scene was made by t he supposedl y di s-

banded Di v i s i onal  Responsi bl e Men. Thi s gr oup had l ed i n 

br eaki ng t he st at us quo i n December  and J anuar y. kx- Co- or di -

nat i ng Commi t tee members t ook t he l eadi ng par t  i n t hi s ac t i v i t y , 

i n f ac t , K . Okamot o, an ex- member , was chai r man of  t he meet i ng. 

The gr oup concei ved t he i dea of  f or mi ng a wor ker s1 or gani zat i on 

"f or  t he pr ot ect i on and secur i t y of  the wor ker s ." The pr oposed 

body was pur por t ed t o be ent i r el y unpol i t i cal  I n char act er . 

i b i d . , May <27, pp. 2- 5, 6. 
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The di v i s i onal  wor ker s t hemsel ves wer e not  consul t ed. Pl ans 

wer e made am a commi t tee appoi nt ed t o i nt er vi ew Mr . Best  by 

t he Di v i s i onal  Responsi bl e men onl y . The mi nut es of  the f i r s t  

meet i ng, whi ch was hel d May 26, f o l l ow: 

A speci al  meet i ng of  t he Di v i s i onal  Responsi bl e Men of  t he 
Tul e Lake Cent er  was hel d on May 26, 1944, at  1608, f r om 1:32 p.m. 
K , 0 karoo t o, ex- Co- or di nat i ng Commi t tee «and Super vi sor  cf  t he 
Const r uct i on Di v i s i on pr es i ded. 

The Chai r man addr essed the body and st at ed t hat  t he speci al  
meet i ng wan cal l ed f or  t he pur pose of  di scuss i ng f ut ur e pr even-
t i ve or  pr ecaut i onar y measur es t o avoi d the r ecur r ence of  an 
i nc i dent  s i mi l ar  or  di ver se i n nat ur e to t he one i n whi ch J ames 
Okamoto was a v i c t i m, as wel l  as t ake st eps i n ass i s t i ng i n 
any way possi bl e wi t h the di spos i t i on of  t he case. 

The Chai r man cal l ed on Mr . Henr y Shi ohama, an eye- wi t ness 
of  t he i nc i dent , who t hen r ead hi s st at ement  of  t he det ai l ed 
account  of  t he i nc i dent  as he saw i t . Many quest i ons wer e 
asked of  and t her eupon answer ed by hi m. &ome wer e as f o l l ows : 

1. Was t he guar d di sagr eeabl e? (Ans .) Yes . 
2. How l ong was the guar d st at i oned t her e? (Ans .) I  

don't  know, onl y t hat , i n t he mor ni ng, a di f f er ent  
guar d was st at i oned t her e. 

3. When the sent r y gave t he s i gnal , was t he t r uck out si de 
of  t he f ence? (Ans .) Yes . However  t he act ual  shoot i ng 
t ook pl ace i ns i de of  t he gat e. 

4. When t he sent r y made t he st at ement , "Don11 get  f r esh. 
You and your  WRA f i ; l ends ar e t r yi ng to r un the whol e 
camp," wer e you i n t he t r uck? (Ans .) Yes . Thi s sent r y 
made the st at ement  and cams ar ound to Okamot o1 s s i de. 

5. Was the sent r y an Amer i can or  a Mexi can? (Ans .) He 
had a dar k compl exi on, was shor t , and not  t oo t a l l . 
I  coul dn't  t el l , 

6. Was Campbel l  of  t he Const r uct i on who came i n a V- 8 
cl ose enough to your  t r uck t o hear  the conver sat i on? 
(ans . ) He was r i ght  i n back of  our  t r uck . So t he di s-
t ance was near  enough t o hear  the conver sat i on. 

7. Di d the Heavy Equi pment  boys hear  the conver sat i on? 
(Ans .) I  bel i eve so. Some of  t he boys wer e st andi ng 
on t he bumper . 

Mr . Kondo t hen r epor t ed t hat  he, on behal f  of  t he Const r uc-
t i on, and Mr . Ni shi mot o of  t he Mot or  Pool  had consul t ed t he 
Pr oj ect  Di r ect or  r equest i ng a guar ant y of  saf et y t o al l  t hose 
passi ng t he Gat es her eaf t er  t o whi ch Mr . Best  r epl i ed tlm t  a 
'guar ant y1 may not  be poss i bl e, however , ut most  ef f or t  wi l l  
be exer t ed t owar d t he i nsur ance of  saf et y . Her eaf t er  wor ker s 
goi ng out  to the f ar m and Gar bage cr ew goi ng out  of  the Gat e 
may not i f y t he I nt er nal  Secur i t y f o r  ext r a pr ot ect i on. Mr . Kondo 
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al so ment i oned t hat  he had suggest ed the i ns t i t ut i on of  t he 
Col oni al  Pol i ce f or ce at  t he gat e t o whi ch i t  was i nf or med t hat  
Mr . Schmi dt  i s st udyi ng t he mat t er  of  pl ac i ng t he f or ce about  
20 or  30 f eet  f r om the Gat e t o pr event  f ut ur e di s r upt i ons . 
However , Mr . Dondo r egr et t ed, si nce t he scope of  negot i at i on 
i s l i mi t ed wi t hi n .the bounds of  t he Const r uct i on and Mot or  
Pool  Di v i s i ons onl y , wei ght  of  negot i at i on i s not  as st r ong 
as may ot her wi se be i f  a body of  r epr esent at i ves f r om al l  
di v i s i ons suppor t ed. 

B. Aki t suki  t hen ment i oned how much t he Admi ni st r at i ve 
Per sonnel 's v i s i t  t o t he ber eaved f ami l y had cont r i but ed t owar d 
t he f eel i ngs of  t he co l oni s t s . 

Upon quest i on of  t he Chai r man as t o whet her  any di v i s i ons 
had under gone a wor k st oppage because of  t he i nc i dent , no case 
of  subst ant i al  i mpor t ance was r epor t ed. Havi ng mai nt enance cf  
peace i n t he Cent er  as our  obj ec t , even al l  al l us i on of  such 
an act i on shoul d be gi ven di scour agement . 

Mr . Yamat anl  t hen br ought  up by way of  r ef er ence how he 
had advi sed and f or ewar ned L t . Col l i ns the ver y mor ni ng of  t he 
i nc i dent  t o change t he abusi ve and di sagr eeabl e at t i t ude of  
t he M. P . ' s t owar d t hose passi ng t he Gat e, ot her wi se, such 
mat t er s, however  l i t t l e and smal l  i n nat ur e, may be a spar k 
f r om whi ch anot her  i nc i dent  may t r anspi r e. I n vi ew of  the 
pr esent  i nc i dent  and i n vi ew of  t he l a ôk of  a cent r al  r epr esen-
t at i ve body, Mr . *amat ani  poi nt ed out  t he pr essi ng need f o r  a 
wor ker s1 or gani zat i on f o r  t he pr ot ect i on and secur i t y of  t he 
wor ker s. B, Aki t suki  t hen quest i oned whet her  t he or gani zat i on 
of  such a gr oup woul d af f ec t  the est abl i shment  o f  aid conf l i c t  
wi t h t he f unct i ons of  t ho cont empl at ed He pr e sent at i ve Commi t t ee. 
To t hi s quest i on, some opi ni oned t hat  t he body woul d s t r i c t l y 
bo a wor ker s1 or gani zat i on, deal i ng onl y wi t h mat t er s ef f ec t i ng 
t he wel f ar e and I nt er est s of  t he wor ker s, i t  shoul d v i r t ual l y 
not  ef f ect  or  oonf l i c t  wi t h t he Commi t t ee. Mr . Kawamura t hought  
t hat  t he body shoul d mer el y be a t empor ar y one, el as t i c i n i t s 
st r uct ur e, and subj ect  t o di ssol ut i on at  any t i me when i t s 
exi s t ence, di r ect l y or  i ndi r ec t l y , i mpedes the br i ngi ng about  
of  t he or gani zat i on of  t he Commi t t ee. Mr , Shi raada suggest ed 
t hat  t he body shoul d bo i n exi st ence unt i l  t he f or mat i on of  
t he Commi t t ee, ¿»ome even opi ni oned t hat  the or gani zat i on 
of  t hi s body shoul d be wi t hhel d unt i l  t he r espect i ve r esponsi bl e 
men have f i r s t  consul t ed t he di v i s i onal  wor ker s , However , t he 
gener al  consensus of  opi ni on was t hat  even a t empor ar y gr oup 
t o deal  wi t h t he i mmedi at el y pendi ng pr obl ems, such as i nsur -
ance of  saf et y when passi ng t hr ough t he Gat es , be f or med. 
Then, f ut ur e pl ans f or  a wor ker s1 gr oup may be di scussed and 
deci ded upon l at er , subsequent  t o t he Admi ni st r at i on's appr oval  
or  r ej ec t i on. 

Ther eupon the f ol l owi ng per sons wer e sel ect ed on a t empor ar y 
commi t t ee: 
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1. Geor ge Yamat ani  6. Hi deo Sakuma 11. J oe Nakao 

2. Ai zo Takahashi  7. Shi r o Kawamura 12. Ted Nl ahi mot o 
3. Kumahar u Okamot o 8. Chodo Okut ake 13. Sadae Yamane 
4. Ri char d Kondo 9. I wao Namskawa 14. Har r y Xkemoto 
5. Masao Shi mada 10. Sage Mur aoka 15. S# Sai t o 

16. Byr on Aki t suki  

i n or der  t o pr esent  t he f o l l owi ng r ecommendat i onss 

1. I nsur ance of  secur i t y when passi ng t hr ough al l  Gat es . 
El i mi nat i on of  ei t her  t he pass or  t he badge3 and t he 
i ns t i t ut i on of  ei t her  one. 

3, Sel ect i on of  agr eeabl e M. P . ' s as at t endant s at  t he Gat es, 

Bl ock 30 Manager  Kawaoka was i nt r oduced t o t he gr oup, 
ne r epor t ed i n det ai l s t he pr ogr ess made i n t he pr epar at i ons 
f or  t he appr oved cent er - wi de f uner al  f or  J ames Okamot o by t he 
War d Chai r men of  bl ock Manager s. War d Chai r men have t aken 
t he i ni t i at i ve t o make pr epar at i ons and ar r angement s f or  t he 
f uner al . Pr om t he bar d Chai r men and Bl ock Manager s, a Funer al  
Commi t t ee wi l l  be f or med, i t  was i nf or med* Upon t he body 's 
appr oval  (Di v i s i onal  Responsi bl e Men), Mr . Kawaoka t hen r equest ed 
f or  r epr esent at i ons f r om t he di v i s i ons t o ser ve on t hi s Funer al  
Commi t t ee. The body pr esent  deci ded t hat  t he Const r uct i on and 
Mot or  Fool  di v i s i ons shoul d sel ect  sever al  per sons t o ser ve 
on t hi s Commi t t ee. Ot her  di v i s i ons wi l l  ass i s t  i n any poss i bl e 
way, even t hough r epr esent at i on i s not  made, Mr . Kawaoka t hen 
announced t hat  t he wake ser vi ce wi l l  be hel d i n t he Hi gh School  
Audi t or i um and t he f uner al  at  t he out door  s t age. 

When t he commi t t ee appoi nt ed at  t hi s meet i ng i nt er vi ewed Mr . Best  

he chose t o r egar d t hei r  pr oj ect  as po l i t i cal  i n nat ur e and 

r ef used them per mi ssi on t o f or m such a body i f  t hey expect ed 

i t  t o be r ecogni zed by t he Admi ni st r at i on. Towar d i nf or mal  

wor ker s1 r epr esent at i ve bodi es he had no obj ec t i on. Fr om t he 

mi nut es of  t hi s i nt er vi ew i t  i s appar ent  't hat  Mr . Best  had 

f i nal l y r eal i zed t he unpopul ar i t y of  t he members of  t he Co-

or di nat i ng Commi t tee and the Di v i s i onal  Responsi bl e Men, st at i ng 

t hat  t hei r  at t empt  t o f or m even a t empor ar y body mi ght  di vi de 

t he col ony agai n. Consi der i ng t he t emper  of  t he peopl e at  

t hi s t i mg/hi s r ef usal  t o gr ant  r ecogni t i on was wi s e. The 

mi nut es st at e t hat  "as a whol e, t he r ecommendat i ons (of  t he 

Di v i s i onal  Responsi bl e Men) wor e accept ed and put  i nt o pr ac t i ce, 
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such as t he st at i oni ng of  t he Col oni al  Pol i ce at  t he ent r ance 

of  t he Gat e *" Thi s suggest i on, i t  shoul d be not ed, di d not  

or i gi nat e wi t h t he Di v i s i onal  Responsi bl e Men, but  was put  

i nt o pr aot i ce t he day af t er  t he shoot i ng on t he r ecommendat i on 

of  t he Const r uct i on Cr ew Wor ker s wi t h the suppor t  of  sever al  

members of  t he Admi ni st r at i on. 

INFORMAL MEETI NG OP THE. REPRESENTATI VES OP THE 

DI VI SI ONAL RESPONSI BLE MEN AND THE PROJ ECT DI RECTOR 

of  t he 
Tul e Lake Cent er  

Ti mes 11:00 a.m. Dat e: May 30, 1944 P l ace: Pr oj ect  
Di r ec t or 's Of f i ce 

3, Ak i t suk i , on behal f  of  t he Di v i s i onal  Responsi bl e Men, 
pr esent ed t he r ecommendat i ons of  t he body t o t he Pr oj ect  Di r ec t or , 
al t hough he had pr evi ousl y ?ubmi t t ed a memorandum enumer at i ng 
t he var i ous r ecommendat i ons made by the gr oup at  i t s meet i ng 
hel d on May 26, 1944» As a whol e, t he r ecommendat i ons were 
accept ed and put  i nt o pr ac t i ce, such as t he st at i oni ng of  t he 
Col oni al  Pol i ce at  t he ent r ance of  t he Gat e. He f ur t her  st at ed 
t hat  the body f el t  t he pr ess i ng need f or  an or gani zat i on r epr e-
sent ed by var i ous di v i s i ons and sect i ons f or  t he pur pose of  
mai nt ai ni ng f ut ur e pr ot ect i on and secur i t y of  t he wor ker s, 
subsequent  t o the r ocent  i nc i dent  i n whi ch J ames Okamot o was 
a v i c t i m. 

Mr . Best  expr essed gr eat  di s t r ess over  t he i nc i dent  and 
st at ed t hat  as our  r espect  t o t he man who passed away, t r i but e 
must  be pai d pur el y on a r el i gi ous and per sonal  bas i s i n whi ch 
po l i t i c s shoul d bo whol l y uni nvol vod. Ho f ur t her  ment i oned 
t hat  an est abl i shment  of  a t empor ar y body composed of  r esponsi bl e 
men of  var i ous di v i s i ons and sect i ons may t end t o di vi de t he 
Col ony agai n* He f el t  t hat  anot her  t r oubl e, pr esumabl y caused 
by t hi s r ecent  i nc i dent , wi l l  not  r ecur ; t hat  i s , l ie hopes i t  
wi l l  not . I f  i t  shoul d, i t  wi l l  be one i n whi ch peopl e wi l l  
"be agai nst  t he Admi ni st r at i on and i n such an event , t he peopl e 
ar e t he onl y ones who ar e goi ng t o suf f er . I f  i n t he f ut ur e, 
at  any t i r o , any i nc i dent  of  any nat ur e occur s f r om whi ch 
t r oubl e s t ar t s , we mi ght  J ust  as wel l  wash our  hands and have 
t he Ar ny t ake over  tho camp," Mr . Best  commont ed. 

The pr ogr am under  way to es t abl i sh a Repr esent at i ve 
Commi t tee t o di ssemi nat e I nf or mat i on and to t al k and counsel  
wi t h br ought  no r esponse f r om t he Col ony because t her e were 
some gr oups whi ch di s l i ked t he Admi ni st r at i on and gr oups whi ch 
di s l i ked t he Di v i s i onal  Responsi bl e Men, the Pr oj ect  Di r ect or  
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i nf or med. As a whol e, Mr . Best  f el t  t hat  i t  was i nadvi sabl e 
t o f or m such a body (commi t t ee) at  t he pr esent  t i me, Mr . Bl ack 
poi nt ed out  t hat  i n vi ew of  t he non- accept ance of  t he Admi ni s-
t r at i on's i nv i t at i on t o pr oceed wi t h t he f or mat i on of  t he 
Repr esent at i ve Commi t t ee, set t i ng up of  a t empor ar y commi t t ee, 
whi ch wi l l  not  be aut hor i zed by Washi ngt on, wi l l  s t al l  o f f  t he 
t i me when we can br i ng about  t he r equi r ed Repr esent at i ve Com-
mi t t ee whi ch Washi ngt on has al r eady appr oved. 

Upon B. Ak i t suk i 1s st at ement  t hat  t he uni f i cat i on of  t he 
wor ker s i s ur gent  I n or der  t o pr event  any t r oubl o and to mai n-
t ai n or der  among wor ker s, i nasnruoh as t hey ar e t he backbone 
of  t he Col ony, Si r . Best  st at ed t hat  t her e i s no r eason why 
t he wor ker s cannot  or gani ze as wor ker s t o r epr esent  t hei r  
var i 'ous ac t i v i t i es and to pr esent  st at ement s and r ecommendat i ons, 
but  as an Admi ni st r at i on, such a body cannot  be o f f i c i al l y 
r ecogni sed. Recogni t i on of  such a body woul d t end t o spl i t  
and upset  t he Col ony and t he est abl i shmont  of  a t r ue r epr esen-
t at i ve Commi t t ee. However , i f  a Repr ecent at i ve Commi t tee 
sel eot ed on a geogr aphi cal  bas i s wer e es t abl i shed, var i ous 
commi t t ees such as Commi t tee on Dor i cs, Commi t tee on School , 
Commi t tee on Pl aygr ound, e t c . , may be f or med f r om the mai n 
Commi t tee to sur mount  and cope wi t h any di f f i c ul t i es whi ch 
may ar i se i n the var i ous f i e l ds ; f or  exampl e, t he Commi t tee 
on V/orks mi ght  t ake up mat t er s concer ni ng t he wel f ar e and 
I nt er est s of  t he wor ker s. I n t hi s way, par t i al i t y wi l l  be 
avoi ded ana ever y per son wi l l  have a par t  i n t hi s Commi t t ee. 

Meet i ng adj our ned at  I I ; 30 a.m. 

Respect f ul l y submi t t ed, 

/ a / Byr on Aki t suki  

At t endance; R. R. Best , Pr oj ect  Di r ect or  
E . L . Bl ack , Ass i s t ant  Pr oj ect  Di r ect or  

Kumahar u Okamot o 
Ri char d kondo 
Ai zo TakahashI  
Byr on Ak i t suk i  

Consi der i ng t he di s l i ke and suspi c i on wi t h whi ch Yamat ani , 

Ak i t suk i , Okamot o and Takahashi  wer e r egar ded by most  col oni st s 

at  t hi s t i me, i t  13 di f f i c ul t  t o under st and how t hey dar ed 

r i sk pl ac i ng t hemsel ves i n any pos i t i on of  publ i c pr omi nence. 

I t  i s poss i bl e, of  cour se, t hat  t hey wer e not  consci ous of  t he 

ext ent  o f  t hei r  unpopul ar i t y , or  i f  t hey wer e, t hat  t hey 
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consi der ed t he opi ni ons of  t he or di nar y col oni st s of  l i t t l e 

consequence. Thi s gr oup and the pr omi nent  of f i cer s of  t he 

Co- oper at i ve Ent er pr i ses have been descr i bed by Caucasi ans and 

J apanese who know them wel l  as f eel i ng t hemsel ves super i or  

t o t he "r est  of  the dumb J aps ". Per haps t hey l ooked upon 

t hei r  unsavor y r eput at i ons as the i nevi t abl e r esul t  of  t hei r  

pr omi nenc e.  ̂ � 

I n any case, t he gr oup was i nj ur ed and angr y at  Mr . Bes t 's 

r ef usal . Mi ss I  descr i bed t hei r  i ndi gnat i on; 

"Because of  t hi s shoot i ng they wanted t o make some sor t  
of  a l abor  or gani sat i on t o pr ot ect  the wor ker s. Mr . Best  
sai d he was r eal l y di st r essed over  t he i nci dent  but  pol i t i cs 
shoul d not  bo I nvol ved i n the funeral ; i t  shoul d be a pur el y 
r el i gi ous mat t er , pur el y a mat t er  of  payi ng t r i but e t o the 
deceased. 

"Mr . Shi mada, Mr . Yar aat ani , and Mr . Aki t suki  say, "No 
mat t er  how har d we work and how much we t r y t o do f or  t he 
peopl e v/e ar e al ways cal l ed 1 nu. So we mi ght  as wel l  l eave 
the pl ace al one and l et  i t  bur n up."-

I n r ef er ence to the at t i t ude of  t he peopl e she quot ed a 

sayi ng i n J apanese whi ch i s s i mi l ar  t o the Engl i sh expr ess i on, 

"They bi t e the hand t hat  f eeds t hem." 

THE 0KAM0T0 FUNERAL 

The ar r angement  s f or  Shoi chi  Okanot o's f uner al  were under -

t aken by the war d chai r men. A f uner al  commi t tee of  bl ook 

manager s and r epr esent at i ves of  t he Const r uct i on and Mot or  

Pool  depar t ment  handl ed the det ai l s . The ent i r e cent er  cont r i -

but ed t o t he f uner al  expenses, a cer t ai n par t  of  whi ch, as i s 

usual , wer e bor n by WRA. A wake ser vi ce was hel d i n t he hi gh 

school  on May 30, t he eveni ng pr ecedi ng t he f uner al  and some 

- - Ibid.j  J une 15, pp. 1, 4. 



405. 

1,200 poopl o aro sai d t o have at t ended« 

Tiie day of  t ho f uner al , May 31, was unpl easant l y col d and 

a dr i zzl i ng r ai n f o i l  i nt er mi t t ent l y, The f uner al  was hel d on 

t ho out door  st age0 The r epor t  made t o the Spani sh Consul  

st at es t hat  G,000 per sons at t ended, but  Mr . Rober t son est i mat ed 

t he number  as near er  4,000» '¿he Admi ni st r at i on wi shed some 

phot ogr aphs of  t he occasi on but  was dubi ous as to how t hi s 

might be r ecei ved by the peopl e, t o. Hucyice was gi ven the 

t ask because he was t hought  t o be wel l  known i n the col ony* 

Tlie photographs wero t aken wi t hout  i nci dent * Had the Admi ni s-

t r at i on known how very unpopul ar  ¿*r . i l ucyke was i n the col ony 

they woul d have had good cause f or  concer n* 

k r . Best  and ot her  hi gh r anki ng members of  t he appoi nt ed 

per sonnel  at t ended, ¿¿r . Best  had not  wi shed to at t end t he 

f uner al  and had suggest ed t hat  Mr . Bl ack or  &r . Rober t son 

del i ver  t he speech whi ch had been pr epar ed by Mr � Spi cer * 

However , hi s subor di nat es f i nal l y pr evai l ed upon hi m t o go. 

From Spl oei 1* s or i gi nal  dr af t  Mr . Best  omi t t ed t he wor ds, 

"a j ust  and wi se dec i s i on wi l l  be made.1 The descr i pt i on of  

th> f uner al  and the tc;wu of  Ai r . Bes t 's speech as r epor t ed i n 

the ¡»owol l  ¿t ar  f o l l ows; 

fESXEEi i TS PAY ¿QLE&N Tl l IBUUE AT FI NAL HI'I S 5 c\ H OKAMOTu 

Out door  Funeral  Attended by 9000 

Ki ne t housand peopl e st ood bar eheaded f or  hour s i n a chi l l  
wi nd and a dr i zzl e of  r ai n Wednesday af t er noon t o pay l ast i ng 
t r i but e to the memory of  ¿hoi chi  J ames Okamot o, mar t yr ed 
vi ct i m of  a shoot i ng whi ch Secr et ar y of  I nt er i or  Har ol d L . I ckes 
t er med 'compl et el y unwar r ant ed and wi t hout  pr ovocat i on on t he 
par t  of  the v i ot i m." 
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Thousands cane f r om al l  par t s o f  t he cent er , i n spi t e of  
t he col d di scomf or t , t o st and wi t h bowed heads i n t r i but e t o 
t he deceased* At  t he game t i me t hey wer e expr essi ng a pr ot est  
agai nst  t he hat e and i nt ol er ance engender ed by t hi s war . Men 
and women, young and o l d, mot her s wi t h babi es i n t hei r  ar ms, 
t hus of f er ed sympathy t o t he ber eaved f ami l y . Ever y per son 
pr esent  was moved by sor r ow. 

Mr . A8ami t su Okut ake was the chai r man f or  t he ser v i ce. 
Mr . I wao Namekawa gave a gr aphi c t est i moni al  on t he hi st or y c£ 
the 1 ate Shoi chi  Okamot o, an account  of  t he maki ng a t r ue 
J apanese who had had the best  cf  l i f e s t i l l  bef or e hi m. Wor ds 
of  condol ence on behal f  of  t he cent er  r es i dent s was gi ven by 
Mr . Kazumi  Kawaoka* 

I n deep s i l ence br oken by the wi nd, the He v . Seniso Sasaki  
conduct ed t he f i nal  r i t es ass i s t ed by al l  ot her  Buddhi st  r ever -
ends i n t he cent er . I ncense of f er i ngs were made by var i ous 
or gani sat i ons , depar t ment s, and war d r epr esent at i ves . 

MESSAGE 

Pr oj ect  Di r ect or  Ray R. Best  ext ended a memor i al  addr ess 
i n behal f  of  t he Admi ni st r at i on. He sai d, "I  wi sh t o expr ess 
r egr et  t hat  t hi s unhappy event  has occur r ed. I  have al r eady 
assur ed t he young nan1 s fa- al l -  on behal f  or  t he Admi ni st r at i on 
t hat  al l  i n our  power  wi l l  be done t o ass i s t  them i n t hei r  
hour  of  gr i ef � 

î fThe communi t y i s t o be commended f or  t he hel p t hat  i t  
has gi ven the ber eaved f ami l y and f or  t he publ i c expr ess i on 
of  sympat hy. Ti e spi r i t  shown dur i ng t he past  f ew days gi ves 
mo conf i dence t hat  we have l ear ned t o l i ve under  t he di f f i oul t  
and compl ex condi t i ons t hat  pr evai l  i n t hi s cont er ." 

REACTI ONS TO I I R. BEST'S Si fcLCIl  AUp T & FUI E HAL 

Undoubt edl y Mr . Best T 3 speoch whi ch he del i ver ed wi t h 

si ncer e and honest  f eel i ng was a gest ur e of  ext r eme s i gni f i -

cance i n di ss i pat i ng r esent ment  t owar d the - HA. The f act  that  

t he pr oj ect  di r ect or  appear ed i n per son, maki ng a speech whi ch 

hapoi l y f i t  i nt o the co l oni s t 's concept  of  good t ast e, i mpr essed 

some per sons deepl y. Less emot i onal  i ndi v i dual s pr ai sed i t  as 

a f i r s t  r at e po l i t i cal  gest ur e» Enemi es of  &r . Best  or  per sons 

who bor e hi m a gr udge of  l ong st andi ng ware not  i mpr essed but  

t hey ;er e not  abl e t o af f ec t  t he gener al  good ef f ec t  mat er i al l y . 

I mmedi at el y af t er  t he speech, Best  r ecei ved a number  of  l et t er s 
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of  appr ec i at i on, one of  whi ch, accor di ng t o Dr . Opi er , was 

"J us t  gooey wi t h compl i ment s .nl  The di gni f i ed f uner al , t he 

pr esence of  hi gh r anki ng members o f  t he appoi nt ed per sonnel  

and the r espect  shown the deceased by gr ant i ng the hal f  hol i -

day wer e al so appr ec i at ed. 

The day af t er  t he f uner al  two ni sei  gi r l s gave a gl owi ng 

account  of  t he f uner al . "At  l east  5,000 peopl e wer e t her e; 

Mr . Best  made a speech and t he f l ower s wer e wonder f ul * . »I t  

went  of f  ver y wel l . " The second gi r l  r emar ked, "He-  was l ucky 

t o have ouch a ni ce f uner al , " and t her  st opped i n embar r assment . 

The f i r s t  r *i r l  t hen a rifle d, "I t  I s goi ng to be "bad. t hough i f  

p 
t he sol di er  i s acqui t t ed» The peopl e ar e J ust  wai t i ng to hear . " 

K . was deepl y i mpr essed: 

"I  f el t  happy t hat  he came and made t hat  t al k . Not  t o 
do i t  woul d have made the peopl e suspi c i ous . I  f el t  ver y good 
about  i t . Undoubt edl y he cr eat ed a "bet t er  f eel i ng by comi ng 
t han by st ayi ng away. 

"The J apanese peopl e t hought  sur e he woul d send Mr . Bl ack 
or  Mr . Rober t son and t hat  Mr . Best  woul i  n ' t  come. They wor e 
sur pr i sed. He has r egai ned some conf i dence. Comi ng i n and 
speaki ng showed cour age. 

"I ' v e hear d t hat  the boy (Okamot o) was a ver y good boy. 
Many t i mes as he was goi ng i n and out  of  t he gat e he not i ced 
the boys wi t h hi m maki ng sar cast i c r emar ks. Se expr essed hi s 
opi ni on i n t hi s way; he t ol d the boys not  t o be sar cas t i c . 
The sol di er s r- e.re on dut y and wer e per f or mi ng the dut y as t hey 
were t o l d. ' I f  you cont i nue to ant agoni ze t he so l di er s ,1 he 
sai d, 1 soma t hi ng may happen,' Then ho had t o get  i t  hi msel f . 

"Somet i mes I  wonder  i f  t her e's a God i n the wor l d. 

" I t ' s a r ef l ec t i on on t he Uni t ed St at es Ar my. The Mi l i t ar y 
Pol i ce shoul d be the model  f o r  the Army * Her e t hey ar e ac t i ng, 
how shoul d I  say, r at her  r udel y , 

i b i d . , J une 2, p . 1. 
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"Y ", a k l bei , was not  i npr essed by Mr . Host 's gest ur e. 

He I mpl i ed t hat  many peopl e, espec i al l y t he i s s ei , under st ood 

"why Mr . Best  had made such a f i ne speech." 

"He's good now, but  t hi nk what  happened l ast  t i me (f ar m 
acc i dent ). He's l ear ned. . .Now he has conf i dence i n t hei r  
behavi ng peacef ul l y . 

"X was gl ad t he l i ght  (publ i c addr ess syst em) di dn't  go 
o f f . Last  t i me he spoke I t  di d go of f  and he f el t  ver y bad. 

At  the same i nt er vi ew Y asked i f  i t  were t r ue t hat  Rober t son 

was goi ng to bo pr oj ect  di r ect or , - ê al so r emar ked, "I f  the2© 

I s t r oubl e, I won't  mind. I ' l l  get  a ki ck out  of  wat chi ng i t ." -̂

"i w
f  whi l e scor ni ng t o be moved by Bes t 's gest ur e, 

pr ai sed i t s c l ever ness; 

"X wi l l  have to gi vo ola man c r edi t . He r eal l y has done 
hi s best . I  di dn*t  go to t he f uner al  mysel f . But  he at t ended 
the f uner al  and cal l ed the hal f  ho l i day . Headi ng the speech, 
i t  di dn't  seem much di f f er ent  t han the not i ce he sent  t o tta3 
mess hal l s . I  t hought  i t  was a dar n good i dea as f ar  as he 
was concer ned. I f  t hat  was t i e f ul l  t ext  of  the speech I  t hi nk 
he's pr et t y smar t . He sai d j ust  enough, no mor e. He di dn't  
l ay i t  on t oo t hi ck . 

"He's more popul ar  now t han he has been si nce the begi n-
ni ng of  Ue camp. 

''Regar dl ess or  why he di d i t , the f aot  st ands t hat  he di d 
do i t . That 's what  you have to gi ve t he man cr edi t  f or » I t  
coul dn't  al l  nave been pr ompt ed t hr ough sel f i shness , ± don't  
bel i eve a man v/ho wrote t i a t speech coul d be ent i r el y s el f i s h, 
l ie coul d have st ayed ay home and l et  one of  hi s st ooges come 
down. " 

" I " di d not  now bel i eve t hat  t he shoo t i n« woul d now cause 

t r oubl e i n canp. l et  he s t i l l  st r essed t he i mpor t ance of  t he 

ver di ot . "Al l  the goon squad members ar e r est i ng peacef ul l y 

I n t he st ockade. I f  the ver di ct  i s bad, t hi ngs may change." 

He al so remarked upon t he change of at t i t ude of the sent r i es 

at  the gat e 3 

I b i d . , pp. 2, 5. 



409 . 

36. 

"We1ve got  some ni ce boys at  t he gat e now, Ther e used 
t o be some guys who'd make you st ep out , dr i ve t he t r uck througi h 
t he gat e and t hen get  back i n . They'r e pr et t y good no w."1 

"0" , a conser vat i ve i ndi v i dual  admi r ed t he speech but  
was not  moved by i t : 

uxle (Mr . Best ) was t hi nki ng of  t he f ut ur e of  t he cent er , 
par t i cul ar l y of  t he saf et y and secur i t y . I  sai d t o mysel f , 
'He's qui t e a di pl omat .' He made a ver y i nt el l i gent  speech. 
I f  he had made t he wr ong k i nd of  speech, i t  woul d have meant  
more t r oubl e. He chose hi s wor ds ver y c ar ef ul l y ." 

Speaki ng of  t hi s per i od at  a l at er  day 0 sai d: 

"Ther e was unr es t , par t i cul ar l y among t he young boys. 
They wer e oui t e exc i t ed. But  t her e was not hi ng t hey coul d 
do. i f  t hey st ar t  t r oubl e, somet hi ng wi l l  happen. I  know 
l ot s of  peopl e had ¡t»ood exper i ence i n the l ar .t  i nc i dent . They 
don't  want  any more t r oubl e. I f  t hey st ar t  t r oubl e, the same 
t hi ng wi l l  happen. 

"Un an ex- Sant a Pe i nt er nee and a st r ong suppor t er  of  

t he "Q" pr essur e r̂ oup was most  cyni cal  about  t ho Admi ni st r a-

t i on's pol i cy dur i ng the f uner al : 

"As you know, t he shoot i ng t ook pl ace i n such a manner  
t hat  i t  was l i abl e t o cause al most  any k i nd of  t r oubl e wi t h 
gr ave consequence. But  wi t h the exper i ence of  the pas t , r esi -
dent s of  t hi s cent er  kept  t hemsel ves ver y qui et , knowi ng them-
sel ves how ser i ous a mat t er  i t  was. The Admi ni st r at i on has 
done a ver y mar vel ous way of  t aki ng the mat t er  ver y caut i ous l y , 
t r yi ng t o cal m t he f eel i ngs of  the r es i dent s . 

"The quest i on of  si ncer eneas and sympathy t o t he f ami l y , 
i n my opi ni on, on the par t  of  t he Admi ni st r at i on i s doubt f ul . 
But  t hey have wor ked i n a ver y ver y v;i 3e way t o pr event  some 
i nc i dent  whi ch mi ght  occur . Leavl ng t he f uner al  t o be a camp 
f uner al  was done ver y excel l ent l y and t hat  I  appr eci at e and 
admi r e. The Admi ni st r at i on was wi se i n per suadi ng t he r esi -
dent s t o per f or m the publ i c f uner al , That  T&S one of  the 
r easons whi ch shoul d be consi der ed I mpor t ant  i n cal mi ng down 
t he f eel i ngs of  t he peopl e. Mr . Best  was ver y vi se i n l eaki ng 
t he f uner ai  so bi g. I t  made peopl e f eel  ver y good, wi t h t he 
expense of  t he r es i dent s , 

" I f  t hi s was a publ i c f uner al , whi ch t he Admi ni st r at i on 
s i ncer el y r ecogni zed i t , i t  shoul d have pai d par t  of  t i e 
f uner al  expanse f r om t he gover nment  or  t he Admi ni st r at i on. 

*"5.bi d., J une 20, pp. 1, 2. 
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"The commi t tee who r epr esent ed the f uner al  was more or  
l ess pul l ed i n as t ool s of  Mr . Best . I f  I  had been a man on 
t hat  r osponsi bl e commi t tee t o per f or m the f uner al  I  woul d 
cer t ai nl y have di scussed the mat t er  wi t h Mr . Best , so at  l east  
a cer t ai n par t  of  the f uner al  woul d have been pai d by the 
Admi ni st r at i on. Thi s t ime t hey pai d exact l y t he same amount  
as f or  any ot her  f uner al , 1̂73.00. 

"Enough f or  t he c o f f i n ," i nt er j ect ed hi s wi f e. 

The f ol l owi ng l et t er  wr i t t en by "0" on J une 5 i s an 

i nt er est i ng, i f  i nvol ved expr essi on of  publ i c sent i ment . I n 

compl i cat ed p h r a s e s "0" expr esses t he conf usi on of  the more 

t hought f ul  col oni st s over  gener al  MBA pol i cy - and par t i cul ar l y 

on tno i mpor t ant  poi nt  of  whi ch body, ' 'HA or  the Amy , was 

r esponsi bl e f or  t hei r  pr ot ect i on. I n keepi ng wi t h al l  ot her  

i nf  or  mm t s at  t hi s t i me, he r emar ks t hat  "t he col ony i s eager l y 

wai t i ng wi t h gr eat  expect at i on f or  the o f f i c i al  announcement  

of  the t r ut h.M 

Gener al l y speaki ng, the at t i t ude and sent i ment  of  the 
colony toward shooting i nci dent i s very quiet and does not  
make uhar p and st r ong cr i t i c i sm I n compar i son t o the l ast  
year 's i nc i dent . I t seems to give no a hi nt  that on account  
of  the past  exper i enced t r oubl esome per i od, t he col oni st s ar e 
act i ng much more sensibl y and obser vi ng the present exi s t i ng 
condi t i on wi t h the eyes of  gr eat  I nt er est . 

As f ar  as l e a n obser ve the pr esent  exi s t i ng publ i c sent i -
ment , x nope lha'c pr obabl y there wi l l  be no publ i c di st ur bance 
or  see cho sl i ght est  t endance of  t r oubl e and pr essur e gr oup. 
However , i t  appear s to m© t hat  the col oni st s have r ecei ved 
consi der abl e shock and a t endency of gr eat  anger  toward t hought -
l ess cr uel  bar bar i c i n- human bei ng at t i t ude of t he mi l i t ar y 
po l i ce. 

Ot her  day we hel d the r egul ar  war d meet i ng and a Bl ock 
i'Aanager brought up the si ncer e hope of request by the peopl e, 
consent i ng i nhuman at t i t ude cf  the mi l i t ar y pol i ce t owar d t he 
r e con t  «f u î c i nci dent  that  her e af t er , the w. r .a . woul d gur ant ee 
and t ake pr oper  measurement  and caut i on f or  our  saf t y and secur i t y 
eapeci al l y empl oyees of  the cent er . ' e do not  want t o r epeat  
the t r agi c hi s t or y. I f  t hese t r agi cs occur e I n any event , i t  
wi l l  be the most  di sast r ous t hi ng to see anu wi l l  gr eat l y 
ef f ec t  the publ i c wel f ar e and af f ai r s i n the f ut ur e of  the 
cent er . 7 .1 t h under st andi ng, the mut ual  cooper at i on and 
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f or  t he f ut ur e of  the cent er  we must  pr event  and t ake saf t y 
measur  f r om now on t o promote publ i c wel f ar e and t he har moni ous 
way of  l i v i ng. 

�Si nce November 's i nc i dent , i t  appear s t o no t he gener al  
pol i oy of  t he cent er  has been ver y much compl i cat ed and changed 
on t he par t  of  t he admi ni st r at i on. To t he best  o f  my knowl edge, 
we seem t o have two aut hor i t i es , w. r . a . and t he ar my. Thi s wi l l  
i nduce us i nt o cont r adi ct i on of  our  mi nds t o under st and t he 
pol i oy and the set t l ement  of  di f f i c ul t  pr obl ems wi t h t he author i -
t i es . Accor di ng t o t he st at ement  of  t he Pr oj ect  Di r ect or , 
Nr . Best  st at ed t hat  w. r . a . wi l l  not  be r esponsi bl e f or  t he 
shoot i ng. I n t hi s case, t he col ony nat ur al l y t hi nk the army 
wi l l  t ake the f ul l es t  measur ment  f or  r espons i bi l i t y of  shoot i ng. 

e under st and t hat  negr o gees i n t hi s cent er  ar c gi ven t he 
ful l er ?t  pr ot ect i on and w. r . a . enf or ce? t he l avs i n or der  t o 
mai nt ai ne the publ i c i n or der  and peace accor di ng t o t hei r  
r egul at i ons, and t hat  the army wi l l  pr ot ect  our  snf t y and 
secur i t y wi t h t he f ul l es t  cooper at i on of  w. r . a . The most  
s i gni f i cant  poi nt  whi ch al ways i s mi scompr ehended one! cont r a-
di ct  our  mi nds i s � vhet her  the army has aut hor i t y or  not  wi t hi n 
t he bar bed wi r e f e nee i s the publ i c cur l  on si  t y t owar d t he 
admi ni st r at i on of  w. r . a . From t i me t o t i me, I  hear  t he peopl e 
sayi nr  t hat  the army has no aut hor i t y wi t hi n t he bar bed wi r e 
f ence what ever , and w. r . a. has the f ul l es t  power  t o cont r ol  
t he ent i r e cent er . The peopl e f eel  t he army i s supposed not  
t o stay i n the boundar y of  w. r . a . Th 1 s sounds ver y r easonabl e 
but  we do not  know what  1.egree i . t h e t r ut h. 

Tul e Lake Cent er  i s known as the segr egat i on car p and i n 
compar i son t o t he ot her  ni ne Rel ocat i on Cent er s, t he st at e of  
t hi s cent er  mi ght  ent i r el y be di f f er ent  on admi ni st r at i on 
pol i cy of  t he w. r . a . On account  of  t hi s t he cent er  mi ght  need 
t he combiner ! aut hor i t i es over  t he admi ni st r at i on. The col ony 
s i ncer el y hope t hat  ei t her  one o f  them must  t ake r espons i bi l i t y , 
ot her wi se we wi l l  have no aut hor i t y t o confor m and t o pr ot ect  
our  saf et y and secur i t y . 

Wi t h the most  pr udent  at t i t ude and the gr eat est  i nt er es t , 
the col ony i s ohser vi ng t he pr ogr ess of  the pr esent  af f ai r s 
and t hose f al se communi cat i on and br oadcast i ng over  r adi o 
deepl y degr ade t he publ i c mor al e end ext r emel y i r r i t at e t he 
publ i c sent i ment  and anger . A.B t he most  t ypi cal  char act er i s t i c 
of  the Or i ent  r aces , espec i al l y , J apanene has, a gr eat  t endency 
t owar d exci t ement , i r r i t at i on and j udge t hi ngs sent i ment al l y. 
I n consi der at i on of  t hese f act s I  s i ncer el y hope t hat  t he 
aut hor i t y t ake t hor ough st eps f cr  the i nvest i gat i on and the 
j ust i ce wi l l  be done f or  a bet t er  eol ut i on. Al so T have conf l -
uence t hat  the col ony i s eager l y wai t i ng wi t h gr eat  expect at i on 
f or  t he o f f i c i al  announcement  of  t he t r ut hi  

i n t ypi cal  l cl bai �styl e the Try & t ar  of  t ho above l et t er  

ha r̂ - "hr l nte- f l - many i mpor t ant  at 444udaa whi ch have been mora 

frankl y at- atod by ot her  i nf or mant s. 

I  hi  
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Agi t at i on af t er  Funer al  

The Admi ni st r at i on1 s pol i cy i n r egar d to the Okamoto 

shoot i ng was f l awl ess . Never t hel ess, cer t ai n per sons ber ân 

agi t at i ng i mmedi at el y af t er  t he f uner al . Who t hese per sons 

wor e or  what  t hei r  pl ans compr i sed has never  "been r eveal ed 

by t he wr i t er 's i nf or mant . I t  i s t he wr i t er *8 opi ni on t hat  

the l oader  i n t hi s movement  r as a publ i c i t y seeker , who had. 

not  ent er ed the camp unt i l  t he spr i ng of  1944. Whet her  he 

wor ked wi t h the "Q," pr essur e c*roup 1« not  known. Had the 

wr i t er  not  er .j oyed t he conf i dence of  an ext r emel y honest  and 

f r ank i nf or mant  even t hi s meager  i nf or mat i on woul d not  have 

been gat her ed. The Admi ni st r at i on at  t hi s t i me knew not hi ng 

of  t hi s par t i cul ar  at t empt  t o use the Okamoto Shoot i ng as an 

i ncent i ve to t r oubl e, al t hough t hey may have suspect ed t he 

1? - der  vaguel y as an "agi t at or %
M I t  i s known t hat  the l eader  

made a spec i f i c t hr oi t  of  what  woul d be done i f  t he ver di ct  

war  unf avor abl e, "'hen t he sol di er  was event ual l y exoner at ed 

by the Cour t  Par t i al , more t han a month, af t er  t he f uner al , t hi s 

t hr eat  was not  car r i ed cut  and i t ' s maker  was r eput ed t o have 

l ost  consi der abl e f ace. 

Mr . Bes t 's At t i t ude -  J une A 

Once t he or de- 1 of  t he Mi ner al  speech was over  and t he 

compl i ment ar y and gr at ef ul  l et t er s f r om some evacuees were 

r ecei ved, %s t  l os t  much of  the anxi et y whi ch had haunt ed 

hi m si nce t he shoot i ng. He t ol d t he wr i t er  t hat  he had deci db d 

to al l ow the Okamoto f ami l y t o r ead t he r epor t  of  t he Cor oner 's 

I nquest  so t hat  t hey mi ght  see f or  t hemsel ves t he t est i mony 

whi ch had r esul t ed i n the ver di ct  t hat  t he sol di er  had shot  
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"i n l i ne of  dut y ." Mr , Dost  r emar ked t hat  t he chi ef  J apanese 

wi t ness had become badl y conf used at  t he t r i al  and had gi ven 

conf l i c t i ng and conf used t est i mony* Mr . Best  I nv i t ed t he 

f ami l y t o h i s of f i ce to r ead t he r epor t  and st at ed t hat  he 

woul d l ot  them st udy i t  al l  day i f  t hey car ed t o. He had been 

much i mpr essed by t he char act er  and i nt el l i gence of  t he Okamoto 

f ami l y and f el t  t hat  i t  was l ar gel y due t o t hei r  at t i t ude and 

t he vol unt ar y st ut ement  made by Okamot o !s br ot her  t hat  agi t at i on 

had been hel d t o a mi ni mum. l ie r eal i sed, however , t hat  a Cour t  

Mar t i al  ver di ct  of  acqui t t al  mi ght  cause ser i ous t r oubl e i n 

camp. Mr . Best  al so r emar ked at  t hi s i nt er vi ew t hat  hi s 

har dest  pr obl em i n Tul e Lake v/as hi s s t af f . They gave hi m 

more t r oubl e t han al l  t he J apanese put  t oget her . 

'¿�¿any of  t he members of  t he appoi nt ed s t af f  were l eani ng 

t o t he opi ni on t hat  the sol di er  woul d be acqui t t ed. Thi s 

at t i t ude was st r engt hened bv a young woman empl oyee i n t he 

St at i s t i c s Sect i on who spr ead t he st or y t hat  she had sent  t he 

Cour t  Mar t i al  acqui t t al  ver di ct  to Washi ngt on, l̂ nce the 

Cour t  Mar t i al  had not  yet  been hel d, t hi s was obvi ousl y f al s e. 

The young woman may have seen a r epor t  on t he Boar d of  I nqui r y 

meet i ng of  I :ay 25. However , her  st or y car r i ed f r ei ght  wi t h 

many s t af f  members and caused much concer n over  what  t he 

T 

J apanese mi ght  do when t hi s "news" r eached t hem. 

What  ef f ec t  al l owi ng the f ami l y t o r ead the r epor t  o f  t he 

Cor oner 's i nquest  had i s not  known. However , ei t her  f r om t hi s 

r epor t  or  f r om ot her  J apanese wi t nesses, a rumor  spr ead i n t he 

camp and al most  r esul t ed i n the beat i ng of  the J apanese wi t ness 

Mbl d. , J une 4, pp. 1- 2. 
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whoso testimony had been unfavorabl e to Okamoto. Thi s rumor 

which appeared i n mid- J une stated that thi s wi tness had testi -

f i ed that Okamoto had attempted to str i ke the sol di er . A 

group of young men met and di scussed beat i ng up the wi tness. 

These sel f appointed vi gi l ant es, however, were not themsel ves 

convinced of the truth of the rumor. The wi fe of one young 

man sai d, "They cannot bel i eve that a J apanese woul d do such 

a t h i n g . T h e young wi tness was not beaten. 

Ear l y i n J une an i ntoxi cated evacuee, sai d to be a qui et 

good- natured fel l ow when sober, attacked a sol di er wi th a meat 

ol eaver . The sol di er was general l y reputed to be a decent 

fel l ow and the act was qui te unprovoked. The sol di er was not 

i nj ured ser i ousl y and the attacker was gi ven a J ai l  sentence. 

No informant expressed any resentment over thi s i nci dent 

al though WI " feared that i t might stimul ate a camp- wide search 

sake st i l l s whi ch might annoy the peopl e.5* (The evacuee 

was rumored to have become Intoxi cated on *boot- leg sake.") 

No such search was made at thi s time« 

COMMITTEE ORGANI ZED ON REQUEST OF SPANISH EMBASSY 

Ear l y i n J une the Spani sh Embassy requested the Administra-

t i on that a committee of Tul e Lake representat i ve resi dents 

prepare a complete report on the Okamoto shooting which report , 

i t was understood, woul d be used by the Spani sh Consul  i n hi s 

report to the J apanese government. The Consul *s request was 

announced at a meeting by Mr. Bl aok. The col oni sts1 react i ons 

were mi xed. Most persons were i ndi f fer ent , bel i evi ng that 

i bi d», J une 19, pp. 1- 2. 
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nothi ng inuoh woul d corns of I t . However, members of the pressure 

group pi>epeeed- eemn& were def i ni tel y host i l e to the suggest i on, 

suspecting that thi s proposed committee might be used by the 

Admi ni strat i on as evidence that a "representat i ve" committee 

di d exi st at Tul e Lake, an eventual i ty which the pressure 

group, st i l l  stal wart l y supporting the Interned Negot i at i ng 

Committee, wi shed to avoi d at al l  costs. The fact that the 

proposal  was announced by a member of the Admi ni strat i on added 

fuel  to thi s suspi ci on. 

A meeting was hel d J une 12 and committee member el ected 

from eaoh ward. Some bl ock meetings were hel d previous to thi s 

date. The react i on to one was observed. Whi l e cal l i ng at "I w, s 

home, "I n , s si ster came I n and asked him i f he were going to 

the meeti ng. "No," I r epl i ed, "I don't go to any of those 

meet i ngs. 

On J une 14, "Y" who was not a member of the pressure group, 

rel ated that Mr. Bl ack had suggested the formation of a group 

of i ssei  to comply wi th the request of the Spani sh Consul . 

i mpl i ed that si n® the suggesti on had come from the Admi ni strat i on 

the peopl e were l ooki ng askance at the whole thi ng. He sai d 

there was a rumor that the ex- members of the Co- ordinating 

Committee were taking a prominent part i n the formation of the 

oommittee, and that peopl e feared i t might turn out to be an 

extensi on of the Co- ordinating Commi ttee.2 On J une 19, Mrs. "Q", 

an acti ve agi tator voi ced the same sentiment. She sai d that 

the peopl e were very angry "at the Admi ni st rat i on's move to 

i bi d.. J une 10, p. 2. 
p 
i bi d.. J une 14, pp. 2- 3. 
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put a sel ected group on the Committee to see the Spani sh Consul ." 

They bl amed Mr. Bl aok for t hi s«1 ur . Opl er corroborated thi s 

suspi ci on and cl ar i f i ed the part of the ex- Coordinating Com-

mi ttee members} 

"The committee to meet the Spani sh Consul  has been set 
up from the wards. The troubl e i s they have set up a sub-
committee and very prominent on the l i st are the names, Yamatanl , 
Aki t suki , and Okamoto. I don't l i ke those guys on i t . I t 
l ooks as i f Akl tsu l̂  i s st i cki ng out hi s neck agai n. 

"The Spani sh Consul  wants to meet wi th a spokesman group. 
Maybe he's a l i t t l e afrai d for hi s own saf et y."« 

Better informed and l ess prej udi ced J apanese, l i ke "Kn, 

took a more reasonabl e view of the matter and stated that the 

committee had been formed of responsi bl e and trustworthy men. 

"K" gave an amusing descr i pt i on of how the ex- Coordinating 

Committee member's attempt to regai n prominence had been recei ved 

at the meetings 

"Yamatanl , Aki t suki , and Okamoto were tol d r i ght to their 
faoes that the peopl e di dn't want them. . .Mr. Yamatanl  proposed 
before a cer tai n body that I f they woul d consent to al l ow him 
to negoti ate wi th the Spani sh Consul , he woul d do i t gl adl y. 
He was tol d r i ght then. . . 

?They (ex- Coordinating Committee members) are consoious cf 
what i s going on, but they are l ooki ng for personal  gl ory. They 
may want to t el l  the J apanese government that they represented 
Tul e Lake and met the Spani sh Consul  to r i ght the wrongs they 
have al ready committed. . . 

"The negot i at i ons are to be conducted by men who are 
al ready el ected. They are prominent peopl e whom the peopl e 
t r ust ."3 

Mr *. "F", an i ntel l i gent ol der ni sei , al so expressed her 

confidence i n the group whi ch was sel ected. They had been 

i bi d., J une 19, p. 1. 
2l bi d., J une 15, p. 6. 

i bi d., J une 17, p. 1. 
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el ected and I t was al l  r i ght . She added, however, that the 

men el eoted had taken the J ob unwi l l i ngl y and that some of 

them wanted to resi gn, "i t i s al l  beoause of the men i n th© 

stockade. The oamp wi l l  never be at peace unt i l  that i s 

set t l ed,nl  

A few days l ater * stated that nobody was taking th» 

Spanish Consul  Committee very ser i ousl y. I n f act , sai d he, 

nobody trusted the Spani sh Consul  anymore, even though he was 

supposed to l ook after the J apanese. "Everybody thi nks the 

Okamoto case i s a washout. Since everybody i s saying that 

the chi ef J apanese wi tness sai d that Okamoto t r i ed to attaok 

the sol di er , there i s no chance for a verdi ct of gui l t y. 

After al l , i f Okamoto di d attack the sentry, the sentry had 

a r i ght to shoot hi m."2 

"0", a conservati ve bl ock manager ei ther di d not know of 

the attempt of some of the ex- Co- ordinating Committee members 

to get a prominent pl ace on the Spani sh Consul  Committee or 

he chose not to mention i t . He al so expressed the opi ni on 

that the establ i shment of the Invest i gat i on Committee would 

have a cal ming ef fect on the peopl e. 

"I attended thi s meet i ng. As you know, the J apanese 
government has a great i nterest i n thi s oase. They have re-
quested the Spani sh Consul  to make a detai l ed report and he 
has asked for a committee to make the detai l ed report to hi m. 
So, since the members of the Co- ordinating Committee had 
resi gned, there were no representat i ves for the peopl e. So, 
since nobody had responsi bi l i t y, they suggested that each 
bl ock send a spokesman who was a J apanese nat i onal . 

"Then, J une 4th (?) we had an el ect i on. Some bl ocks 

i bi d». J une 21, p. 1. 
2 1Xbi d., J une 19, p. 1. 
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el ected a man and some bl ocks J ust send an observer to the 
meeti ng. Al l  were J apanese nat i onal s, mostl y i ssei . 

"Then they el eoted of f i cer s, presi dent , et c. Thi s com-
mittee 1s J ust temporary and they deci ded to di sband after 
the compl etion of the i nvest i gat i on. Some of the peopl e 
suggested at the meeting that they might remain as permanent 
J apanese spokesmen for the peopl e, but 1 bel i eve I n the 
present si tuat i on, they hesi tate to el ect permanent del egates. 

"They named ei ght men for the committee. There were no 
Co- ordinating Committee members on that . Thi s committee was 
recogni zed of f i ci al l y by the approval  of Mr . Best . 

"Everybody i s afrai d of the future and they di dnf t want 
i t to be permanent� " 

"I t seems to me that very few peopl e know about the 
detai l s of how thi s was done (Qkamoto shooti ng)» They can't 
get the true fact s. Besi des they're afrai d of the stookade. 
I t ' s no use to f i ght agai nst the Admi ni strat i on. Everybody 
J ust keeps thei r mouth shut and qui et . . . . 

"And besi des that , the Invest i gat i ng Committee has been 
establ i shed and the peopl e al so bel i eve WRA and the Army are 
taki ng care of i t . The committee J ust started thei r i nvesti -
gat i on l ast week."1 

A very i nterest i ng account of the sentiment of a part 

of the camp on thi s matter was gi ven by "U", an ex- Santa Pe 

i nternee from Manzanar and a strong supporter of the "Q" 

pressure group. "U" i s i ntel l i gent and wel l  educated. The 

opi ni ons and suspi ci ons he voi ced were shared by the pressure 

group, which was determined to have no body i n Tul e Lake which 

ooul d even vaguel y repl ace the i nterned Negoti at i ng Committee -

the "real  representat i ves." I t i s fepobably that a consi derabl e 

number of the col oni sts shared a part of "U"'s views even 

though they may not have been acti ve members of the pressure 

group. "Y"'s remarks give some evidence of t hi s.2 

i bi d., J une 20, pp. 1- 2. 
20 See pp. 
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The faot that the Spani sh Consul  on hi s previ ous vi si t s 

to Tul e Lake had gi ven the supporters of the Negot i at i ng 

Committee no assi stance on the stookade i ssue had caused thi s 

group to l ose confidence i n him* The faot that a vi si t of 

the Spani sh Consul  had never been fol l owed by any noti ceabl e 

Improvement i n the l ot of the Inhabi tants of Tul e Lake, had 

probabl y oaused many non- status quo peopl e to regard hi s 

ef for t s wi th i ndi f fer ence. However, many peopl e fel t that 

out of courtesy to thei r onl y contact wi th the J apanese govern-

ment, a committee shoul d be formed* 

"U" gi ves a detai l ed descr i pt i on of the suspi ci on and 

di sl i ke wi th whioh the act i vi t i es of the ex- Co- ordinating 

Committee were regarded by the supporters of the stockade 

i nternees and stresses the fundamental  di strust f el t toward 

the suggesti on beoause i t was made by Mr . Bl ack, a member of 

the Admi ni strat i on. For the strong suspi ci on that the Adminis-

trat i on wi shed to t r i ck the J apanese Into forming a "representa-

ti ve body" out cf thi s Invest i gat i ng Committee, there appears 

to be no evi dence whatever . However, Mr» Bl ack may have wai ted 

unt i l  the body was el ected to t el l  them that the Consul  desi red 

onl y a wr i tten report . On the other hand, at the f i r st meeti ng, 

Mr. Bl ack may not have been informed on the Consul 's speci f i o 

wi shes. The pi que, f el t over the faot that Captain Mart i n, 

LeAmat's subordi nate, was eventual l y sent to Tul e Lake to 

tal k to the Committee, i s i nterest i ng* 

"Peopl e on the whole are very I ndi f fer ent . 

"I do feel  thi s way, and after al l  the J apanese peopl e er e 
not fool i sh and dumb, and I don't want to consi der the J apanese 

Hi  
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race as dumb. They have to aooept wi thi n a cer tai n extent 
bei ng i n the encl osure, but they can't be fool ed al l  the 
time . 

"I cam© here March 31, 1944. But I know that the Consul  
De Amat was vi si t i ng here the l at ter part cf 1943. One of the 
requests made by the same group of peopl e who were ser i ousl y 
taki ng the responsi bi l i ty to l i qui date the stockade -  that 
was the wish of most of the peopl e i n camp. 

"Consul  Ds Amat was requested strongl y by the peopl e 
among wi th many other problems brought to the Consul  at that 
t i me. 

"Unfor tunatel y, X don't know the reason, but the Consul  
was not successful  i n meeting the wishes of the peopl e i n that 
par t i cul ar poi nt . He l ef t Tul e Lake wi thout set t l i ng the 
stockade probl em. I n Apr i l  of 1944 there was a reason on 
the part of the Co- ordinating Committee that they wi shed to 
conceal  what they were doing toward the stockade probl em 
and try to, i n vai n, promote themsel ves, thei r good name, 
and regai n the confidence and popul ar i ty from the peopl e of 
the oenter and to be recogni zed publ i cl y both by the ool oni sts 
and tiie Admi ni strat i on and al so to be known as the real  represents-
t i ves of the Tul e Lake Center , to the J apanese government If 
possi bl e, through the consul ate at San Franci sco. 

"The Co- ordinating Committee, which was, as you know, 
more or l ess appointed by the Admi ni strat i on i n whom the publ i c 
had no trust whatever , dogmati cal l y requested a vi si t of the 
Consul  agai n. Consul  Amat � we suppose that he knew that the 
Co- ordinating Committee wasn't a real  representat i ve body, 
because he knew they weren't real  representat i ves el ected by 
the peopl e of the oarap, ever since the stockade i sol ated 
pl aoe was opened by the Admi ni strat i on to confine what i s known 
as troubl e makers of the camp for "sai d to be" severance 
purposes. And therefore, we supposed that Consul  Amat know 
that we don't have real  representat i ves here i n thi s camp. 

"He repl i ed to the l et ter sent by the Co- ordinating Com-
mi ttee i n Apr i l , ' I am not sure which one are the real  repress*-
tat l ves i n the camp. Therefore pl ease, i f necessary, el ect 
representat i ves whereby I , the Consul , can i ntervi ew them." 

"On May, 22, when Mr. Okamoto was shot, at that time the 
peopl e of the camp whol eheartedl y hoped for the immediate 
vi si t of the Consul . On the fol l owi ng day of that happeni ng, 
the rumor i n the camp was that the shooting of Mr . Okamoto, 
even though he was second generat i on caused immediate attent i on 
of the J apanese government which requested the Spani sh Embassy 
to make a thorough i nvest i gat i on of the fact s. We don't know 
where we got that i nformation but that was the rumor al l  over 
camp. (Short wave radi o?? R. H.) 
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"However, Mr. Bl ack, wi th the assi stance of the former 
members of the Co- ordinating Committee cal l ed a speci al  meeting 
of al l  the bl ock managers. And at that meeting the bl ock 
managers were requested to hel p i n hi s own bl ock to choose 
representat i ves to reoeive an audience of the Consul  upon 
hi s arr i val  whi ch was sai d to be i n the very near futur e. And 
al so they were tol d that these part i cul ar representat i ves were 
el ected to make an i nvest i gat i on of the Okamoto shooting to be 
reported to the consul ate at San Franci sco. 

The peopl e were not tol d that thi s was to be a wr i t ten 

Report and that the Consul  di d not i ntend to come immediatel y� 

"Each bl ock manager came back to hi s bl ook and made al l  
ki nds of request to the peopl e so that the peopl e thought that 
the Consul  was coming i n the very near futur e. Therefore, i t 
was courtesy on the part of the J apanese peopl e to el ect 
representat i ves, whi ch they di d. But many bl ocks di d not 
vote . 

"Some peopl e resented to el ect i ng representat i ves. They 
f el t there might be some t r i ck on the part of the Admi ni strat i on, 
and by some members of the Co- ordinating Consnittee, who were 
at that meeting wi thout por t fol i o, 

"A few days l at er , the representat i ves el ected by the 
bl ocks met i n a mass meeting and el ected ward chai rmen. The 
ward chai rmen el eoted the ohairman of the whole group. And 
the representat i ves di scovered at that par t i cul ar meeting that 
they had been el eoted wi th the simple aim of making a wr i t ten 
report to the Consul  and that the Consul  was not coming. 

"Another thing � the pr i nci pal  aim of Mr. Bl ack to cal l  
such a speci al  meeting of al l  the bl ock managers was to form 
the i dea of the coming or vi si t i ng of the Consul  to thi s oenter 
or making of the wr i t ten report of the center on the Okamoto 
case, what the case may be. He used thi s opportuni ty as a 
motive to try to form a representat i ve body for the J apanese 
which I s needed so badl y In thi s camp from the poi nt of view 
of the Admi ni strat i on. They wi shed to form i t for al l  t i me. 

"At thi s meeting i t al so was brought up by the chai rman 
and a few other members who might have had a good understandi ng 
wi th the Admi ni strat i on or Mr. Bl ack -  they actual l y brought 
up i n the meeting that these representat i ves shoul d cont i nue, 
not onl y i n making the wr i t ten report of the Okamoto case to 
the Consul  but al so as a real  governing body of representat i ves 
for the camp unt i l  such a time as some other representat i ves 
were to be el ected by the peopl e, 

"But by thi s time not onl y the representat i ves but the 
peopl e as a whole knew and had found out that the Consul  was 
not coming, but Instead, had asked for a repor t . 
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"However, on aooount of a few representat i ves who actual l y 
sai d, 'The continuance of our exi stence after the f i ni shi ng 
of our report wi l l  be overrul i ng the i deas and pr i nci pl es by 
whi ch we were el ected by the bl ock resi dents. Therefore we 
must di ssol ve as representat i ves as soon as we send out wr i t ten 
report to the Consul .1 Whi ch was so deci ded." 

The Invest i gat i ng Committee presented i t ' s report to the 

Spani sh Consul  on J ul y 13, 1944. Much of thi s report has been 

reproduced i n the seoti on J ust compl eted. Since other port i ons 
i  

may be used i n the f i nal  dr af t , the complete copy i s added 

her e. 

Synthesi s of Okamoto Shootings 

I t woul d be most desi rabl e to obtai n at l east a stenographic 

copy of the Coroner 's Inquest so that the evidence whioh l ed 

the acqui t tal  of the sol di er , Goe, might be put before the 

reader . Thi s may bo obtai ned at a l ater date, since the Adminis-

trat i on has a copy. 

The f i r st react i on of the col ony to the shooting of Okamoto 

was a confusi on of shock, anger , sorrow, and fear of passi ng 

through the sentry guarded gates and meeting a l i ke f at e. For 

several  weeks after the occurrance even the si ght of an Army 

uni form was a souroe of I r r i t at i on. Thi s react i on was qui ckl y 

deal t wi th by the Admi ni strat i on whioh stat i oned Caucasi an and 

J apanese members of the WRA pol i ce force at the gates, prevai l ed 
j /L 

upon Col onel  Austi n p̂l aoe sel ected sentr i es at the gate and to 

forbi d sol di ers to enter the camp as they previ ousl y had been 

accustomed to do. About a month after the shoot i ng, host i l i t y 

toward the sol di ers was no l onger voi ced. On the whole the 

react i on of the col oni sts was one of qui et and di gni t y. Fart 

of thi s constraint was no doubt due to respect for the dead. 
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Another factor was the consci ousness of the f ut i l i t y of protest 

by an unarmed peopl e agai nst the Army* 

The Admi ni st rat i on r eal i zed the gravi ty of the occurranoB 

i nstant l y and embarked on a pol i cy whi ch was ent i r el y successful  

I n avoi di ng addi t i onal  troubl e for themsel ves or for the col ony. 

The fact s were announced honest l y and prompl y� reasonabl e per-

sons were gi ven no cause to l ay any gui l t on WRA; ki ndness, 

consi derat i on and courtesy were shown the bereaved fami l y, 

whi ch i n no i nst ance, passed the bounds of good t ast e; the 

evacuees1 t eapot  passi ng through the gates was gi ven Immediate 

consi derat i on; Mr . Best gave permi ssi on to hol d a publ i o 

funer al , cal l ed a hal f- hol i day on the day, and attended hi msel f , 

del i ver i ng an unmi stakabl y si ncere speeoh whi ch i mpressed many 

of the col oni sts deepl y; the sol di er s were forbi dden to enter 

the ool ony proper af ter the f uner al . 

The Di vi si onal  Responsi bl e Men, who formal l y di sbanded 

at the end of Apr i l  1944 made an attempt to re- i nstate them-

sel ves i n a posi t i on of prominence by formi ng an organi zat i on 

to proteot the workers of the pr oj ect . Three ex- members of 

the Co- ordi nati ng Committee pl aced t hi s proposi t i on before 

Mr . Best but were refused r ecogni t i on. Al though the proposed 

body di savowed al l  pol i t i cal  ambi t i on, Mr . Best bel i eved the 

formati on of thi s body woul d be Interpreted as a pol i t i cal  move. 

The attempt of the pressure groups to l ay bl ame on Mr . Best 

and the unorgani zed cr i t i ci sms voi ced by Mr . Best f s enemies 

had l i t t l e ef fect on the general  popul ace; most peopl e were 

of the opi ni on that Mr . Best had al l  that ooul d be expected 
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of  hi m under  t he ci r cumst ances. Some cr i t i c i sm was hear d 

over  WRA1s at t empt  t o evade r espons i bi l i t y , but  t hi s never  

r eached ser i ous pr opor t i ons. For  sever al  weeks af t er  t he shoot -

i ng, many i nf or mant s f ear ed t hat  t r oubl e mi ght  be pr eoi pi t at ed, 

but  no f act or  st r ong enough t o br i ng about  any demonst r at i on 

made i t s appear ance. Dar i ng t hi s per i od t he most  f r equent  

r emar k made by t he J apanese was: "I t  al l  depends on t he 

ver di c t ." Over  a mont h passed bef or e the Cour t  Mar t i al  was 

hel d, and as t he weeks passed, t hi s st at ement  was made more 

and more r ar el y . Pr obabl y cyni cal  opi ni ons , such as t hose 

whi ch wer e vol unt eer ed as ear l y as two days af t er  t he shoot i ng: 

t hat  the sol di er  woul d be r el eased or  t hat  he woul d be gi ven 

a sent ence whi ch he woul d not  be obl i ged to ser ve, sl owl y gai ned 

t he ascendancy. The hopel essness of  gai ni ng r edr ess f r om or  

t aki ng r evenge upon t he Army was appar ent  t o a l l . Much I s 

expr essed i n the f ol l owi ng t er se st at ement  made by a J apanese, 

"What  can we do? We 1 r e onl y J aps?" J Yhen t he ver di ct  of  

acqui t t al  was r el eased ear l y i n J ul y , over  a mont h af t er  t he 

shoot i ng, I t  caused l i t t l e sur pr i se and t her e wer e no r eper -

cuss i ons . I t  was , however , over shadowed by the exci t ement  

ar oused by t he mur der  of  Mr . Hi t omi . 

The r equest  of  t he Spani sh Embassy t hat  an I nvest i gat i on 

be made by a r epr esent at i ve gr oup of  J apanese c i t i zens and 

t hat  a r epor t  be pr epar ed made ver y l i t t l e i mpr essi on on t he 

col ony. The f aot  t hat  t he announcement  was made t hr ough t he 

Admi ni st r at i on and t hat  cer t ai n ex- members of  t he Co- or di nat i ng 

Commi t t ee at t empt ed unsuccessf ul l y t o at t ai n pr omi nent  posi -

t i ons on t he I nvest i gat i on Commi t tee ar oused gr eat  suspi c i on 
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on t he par t  of  t he ohi ef  pr essur e gr oup. The gr eat er  pr opor t i on 

of  t he col oni s t s , however , appear  t o have r egar ded t he commi t t ee 

and i t s r epor t  as har ml ess but  f u t i l e . When t he r epor t  was 

gi ven t o the Consul  i n mi d- J ul y i t  ar oused scar cel y any i nt er es t . 

MINOR EVENTS AhD ATTI TUDES OF J UNE, 1944 

Dur i ng J une t he unr es t , di scont ent , and hat r ed whi ch 

cul mi nat ed i n t he mur der  of  Yaozo t i i t omi , t he gener al  manager  

of  the Co- oper at i ve Ent er pr i ses devel oped i n an I nt er woven 

sequence of  event s whi ch mer i t s separ at e t r eat ment . To i nt er -

r upt  the nar r at i on of  t hi s devel opment  wi t h soc i al l y s i gni f i cant  

but  unr el at ed det ai l s , woul d mar  t he pi ct ur e and conf use t he 

r eader . These unr el at ed event s and at t i t udes wi l l  t her ef or e 

bo pr esent ed f i r s t . 

War d Chai r men At t empt  t o By- Fas3 Mr . Huycke 

Ear l y i n J une the war d chai r men made an at t empt  t o 

escape f r om t he need of  deal i ng wi t h Mr . Huycke, whose i nept i t ude 

and i ns i ncer i t y i n hi s pos i t i on as head of  Communi ty Ac t i v i t i es 

had l ong been a sour ce of  aggr avat i on t o most  of  t he col oni st s 

who had oont aot  wi t h hi m. Mr . Huycke*s unpopul ar i t y, whi ch 

appear s t o have begun when he was i n char ge of  housi ng at  t he 

t i me when t he t r ansf er ees ent er ed camp, r emai ned wi t h hi m when 

he became head of  t he Communi ty Ac t i v i t i es Sect i on. Most  i nf or -

mant s di s l i ked hi m; many despi sed hi m. He was, mor eover , 

al most  uni ver sal l y di s l i ked by t he Appoi nt ed Per sonnel . Wi t h 

hi s i mmedi at e super i or , Mr . Bl ack, he appear ed t o be on excel -

l ent  t er ms. Mr . Huycke st r ove t o gi ve an i mpr essi on of  gr eat  

achi evement  i n pr ovi di ng r ecr eat i on f o r  t he evacuees; but , i n 

ac t ual i t y , he accompl i shed ver y l i t t l e . Th i s , however , does 

not  ent i r el y account  f o r  hi s unpopul ar i t y . Hi s habi t  of  
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pr omi si ng much and doi ng l i t t l e , hi s o i l y manner  and i ns i ncer i t y , 

and above a l l , t he f aot  t hat  he unsuccessf ul l y at t empt ed t o 

pose as an admi r er  of  t he J apanese, t el l i ng them t hat  he was a 

"J ap- l over " and not  a "J ap- hat er " wer e cont r i but ar y causes. 

The gener al  scor n and di sgust  wi t h whi ch he was r egar ded by 

most  of  t he J apanese who came i n cont act  wi t h ni m, spr ead t o 

many who di d not  know hi m per sonal l y . 

I n t hi s par t i cul ar  i ns t ance, t he war d chai r men, not i ng 

t hat  l i t t l e at t ent i on was pai d t o r equest s or  compl ai nt s whi ch 

t hey made t o «r . Huycke, deci ded t hat  he was del i ber at el y wi t h-

hol di ng them f r om »r . Bes t , They t her eupon cal l ed on mr . Best  

and r equest ed t hat  t he Communi ty Ac t i v i t i es sect i on be t aken over  

by Mr . Best  per sonal l y . Mr . Best  r ef used t hem, al t hough he i s 

r epor t ed t o have admi t t ed t hat  Mr . Huycke was sl ow i n channel i ng 

t hi ngs t o hi m but  "he woul d do hi s bes t . " An account  by Mi ss 

I wohar a, who devel oped a st r ong di s l i ke t o Mr . Huycke when 

he was on t he Advi sor y Counci l  and she was Secr et ar y t o t he 

Co- or di nat i ng Commi t tee f ol l owsi  

"The war d chai r men t r i ed t o get  Mr . Huycke out . They 
f ound out  t hat  most  of  t he peopl es1 compl ai nt s whi oh wer e 
supposed t o be channel ed t o Mr . Best  wer e J ust  goi ng t o Mr . 
Huycke who bot t l enecked t hem. So t he war d chai r men t hought  
t hat  Communi ty Or gani zat i ons ought  t o be put  under  di r ect  super -
v i s i on of  t he Pr oj ect  Di r ec t or . 

"So t he war d chai r men got  t oget her  one mor ni ng and cal l ed 
on Mr . Huycke. Mr . Huycke sai d Mr . Pr ovi nce had suggest ed t he 
same t hi ng, but  t hat  Mr . Best  bad been agai nst  t he i dea because 
he t hought  i t  woul d be di sadvant ageous. 

"So t he gr oup of  war d chai r men got  t oj êt her  t he next  day 
and got  an i nt er vi ew wi t ; Mr . Bes t . When t hey made t hi s st at e-
ment  t o Mr . Best , Mr . Best  sai d t hat  t he pl an of  put t i ng Communi ty 
Or gani zat i ons under  t he Pr oj ect  Di r ect or  had been devi sed by 
hi msel f , but  when he sent  t he pl an t o Washi ngt on, Washi ngt on 
di d not  appr ove. So now we know t hat  Mr . Huycke was l y i ng. 
Mr . Best  sai d t her e seemed t o be a cl ash of  per sonal i t i es and 
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he admi t t ed t hat  Mr . Huycke was sl ow i n channel i ng t hi ngs t o 
hi m but  t hat  be woul d do hi s bes t . "1 

Sever al  mont hs l at er  Mr . Huycke1s J apanese s t af f  r ose i n 

r evol t  and al most  l ef t  hi m i n a body. At  t hi s t i me t hey 

addr essed an appeal  t o the Washi ngt on o f f i c e. Mr . Huycke chose 

t o r egar d t hi s phenomenon as t he r esul t  of  pr essur e put  on h i s 

s t af f  by pr o- J apanese gr oups. 

St ockade Devel opment s 

At t i t udes f avor i ng t he r el ease of  t he men s t i l l  kept  i n 

t he st ockade cont i nued t o be expr essed by per sons who wer e not  

at t ached t o t he pr essur e gr oups wor ki ng act i vel y f or  t hei r  

r el ease. On J une 15* a young ni sei  g i r l , st at ed t hat  t he 

Dai hyo Sha Kai  had had a gr eat  deal  of  suppor t  i n November  and 

added t hat  t he peopl e wer e becomi ng more and more agr ^̂ ov er  

t he cont i nued i mpr i sonment  and i nnocent  peopl e i n t he st ockade. 

She was sur e t hat  i f  Kai  and Kur at omi  wer e r el eased t hey woul d 

not  at t empt  t o make t r oubl e. She was so moved when speaki ng of  

t he i mpr i soned men t hat  her  eyes f i l l ed wi t h t ear s . 2 On J une 20, 

t he conser vat i ve Mr . w 0 w h o sever al  mont hs bef or e had not  

advocat ed r el ease, made t he f ol l owi ng st at ement . 

"Unl ess t hey r el ease t he men f r om t he st ockade I  don't  
t hi nk t her e i s any hope t o or gani ze a Cent r al  Commi t t ee. . . 

When asked how st r ong a par t  gi r l  pl ayed i n t he peopl es1 

sent i ment  t owar d t he i nt er nees , "0" sai d; 

"Suppose t hose f or mer  Negot i at i ng Commi t tee i n the st ockade. 
Suppose r i ght  now we el ect  anot her  r epr esent at i ve f r om each 
bl ock and or gani ze a Cent r al  Commi t t ee. I n t hat  case we doubl e-
cr oss t hem (t he men i n t he st ockade). We admi t  t hat  thej f  had 
cr i mi nal  i nt ent i on. That  means g i r i . That 's why, f or  t he 

"̂i bi d., J un* 15, pp. 5, 6. 
2 l b i d . . p . 1. 
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benef i t of them we cannot do i t r i ght now, unl ess the WRA 
rel eases these men. That i s the J apanese point of view r i ght 
now* 

"I wi sh the WRA woul d rel ease those men. When they t r i ed 
to organi ze the committee (i n May) everythi ng happened that 
way beoause of £i r i . 

An i nterest i ng account of food troubl e i n the stockade was 

gi ven by rtIw who was i n an excel l ent posi t i on to get i nformati on 

since he was employed i n a responsi bl e posi t i on i n the Mess 

Operat i ons: 

"I got Hayward to craok down on the stockade boys the other 
day. They thought they were going to run Mess Operat i ons. They 
wanted us to gi ve them thei r rat i on dai l y i nstead of weekl y. 
I ' l l  be damned i f I ' l l  wei gh out 37 pounds of r i ce every day 
and 4j  pounds of sugar . 

"Sugi moto, one of the publ i c agi tators number 1, sent a 
l et ter to the Spani sh Consul , t el l i ng him the boys i n the 
stockade were gett i ng onl y 14  ̂ a day f or food. I tol d Hayward 
to tel l  Best that the stockade i s gett i ng food on the same scal e 
as the col ony. I f the Spani sh Consul  thi nks t hat 's not food 
enough, have him oome i n and l ook at the books. 

"Conf i dent i al l y, I 've been gi vi ng those boys a break. I 
knew thei r onl y pl easure was eat i ng so I 've even advanced them 
sugar on thei r next week's r at i on. But not anymore. Since 
Sugimoto started to make troubl e, I 've not advanced, and they've 
been wi thout sugar since Thursday and won't get any t i l l  
Tuesday."2 

The above account i s noteworthy since the hunger str i ke 

whl oh the i nternees i ni t i at ed i n "ugust was rumored to have had 

i t s source i n a di sagreement between the i nternees and the 

Admi ni strat i on on food. 

Indi cat i ons of a Second Pressure Qroup and Confl i ct 

Al though data are very di f f i cul t to obtai n, 

i ndi cat i ons that for several  months two separate 

had been working for the rel ease of the stockade 

the re are 

organi zed groups 

i nternees. One 

I bi d.. J une 20, p. 2. 
2l bl d., J une 4, p. 6. 
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of these has been oal l ed the "Q" group. Thi s group was 

comparativel y wel l  organi zed and had among i t s members a 

noti oeabl e preponderance of persons from J erome. The other 

group appears to have been headed by Mr. Tsuda, an ol d Tul e 

Lake resi dent and ex- Dalhyo Sha Kal  member who was hi msel f 

impri soned i n the stockade for months. Tsuda i s reported 

to have worked hard for the rel ease of the men remaining i n 

the stockade. He was hampered, however, by hi s unsavory repu-

tat i on -  he i s reputed to have run professi onal  gambl ing J oi nts 

before evacuati on � and by the growing suspi ci on that he was 

col l aborat i ng wi th the Admi ni strat i on. The facts are not known. 

How rauoh of hi s unpopul ar i ty was due to del i berate gossi p spread 

by the nQw group, who may have been J eal ous of hi s ef for ts to 

obtai n rel ease for which they themsel ves desi red to be credi ted, 

i t I s impossibl e to say. The f i r st i ndi cat i on of thi s i ntr i gue 

was brought to the attent i on of the wr i ter by a statement made 

by Mrs. "QnJ  

"Now the boys i n the stockade are gett i ng mad at Mr . Tsuda. 
When Mr. Tsuda came out cf the stockade, they thought he woul d 
be abl e to do something for them. But he hasn't been abl e to do 
a thi ng. So they're gett i ng mad at him now.wl  

Less than a week l at er , Mrs. nQn accused Tsuda of attempting 

to persuade the boys i n the stockade to wi thdraw thei r appeal  

to the Amerioan Ci vi l  Li ber t i es Uni on. I n doi ng t hi s, he was 

supposed to be fol l owi ng the i nstruct i ons of Mr. Best . One of 

the i nternees fol l owed hi s advice and wrote to hi s fami l y to 

wi thdraw hi s compl aint to the American Ci vi l  Li ber t i es Uni on. 

Mrs. "Q*1s brother , however, refused and wrote to her , tel l i ng 

1Xbi d., J une 19, p. 1. 
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of Tsuda1a attempt .1 Mr, Tsuda continued to be regarded as a 

stooge of Mr. Best by the "Q" group and was l ooked upon wi th 

suspi ci on by other i ndi vi dual s i nterested i n the stockade develop-

ments. Mr. Robertson, however, hel d to the opi ni on that Tsuda 

had al ways t r i ed to do hi s best and that hi s evi l  reputat i on 

was l argel y due to j eal ousy. 

Bi r th of Qeorho Kuratomi 's chi l d. 

Another minor event connected wi th the stockade i nternees 

was the bi r th of George Kuratoml 's i l l egi t i mate chi l d. The 

mother was an attract i ve young woman named Si nger Terada. 

Mr . Kuratomi had repeatedl y refused to marry her . Por several  

day8 before the del i very Miss Terada staged a "si t- down st r i ke" 

at the Internal  Securi ty Off i ce stat i ng that she woul d not l eave 

unt i l  George married her . The baby, a gi r l , was born l ate i n 

the afternoon of J une 13. When Mr . Robertson heard the news he 

went to the stockade and asked the Pol i ce Guard to tel l  George. 

The guard sai d that i t was not i mportant. Hi s rel uctance to 

marry Mi ss Terada l ater caused Mr. Kuratomi some i nconveni ence. 

I n order to f i l e papers for the habeas corpus sui t which was 

undertaken by the American Ci vi l  Li ber t i es Uni on, the l awyer 

had to have a statement from George or from a cl ose r el at i ve. 

Probabl y because mai l  was not rel eased from the stockade, 

George coul d not get thi s statement to Mr. B©si g. Since he 

and Mi ss Terada were not marr i ed, she coul d not make the 

appl i cat i on for hi m. 

Rumor 8 

Two i nterest i ng rumors were current during J une. The rumor 

1 
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that an announcement of an exchange ship woul d he made conti -

nued and grew stronger. I t was al so wi del y rumored that the 

Admi ni strat i on was pl anni ng to grant the col oni sts cer tai n 

pr i vi l eges. The l at ter not i on may have been stimul ated by 

the consi derat i on shown by the Admi ni strat i on at the time of 

the Okamoto shooti ng. Nothing came of ei ther rumor» 

On J une 3, two ni sei  gi r l s asked i f there were any truth 

i n the rumor that an exchange 3hip was ooming soon. I n the 

weeks that fol l owed the question was asked at almost every 

contact the wr i ter had wi th J apanese. On J une 23, "Y" saids 

"I thi nk the next transport might come the end of thi s 
year or the begi nni ng of th© next . That woul d make the peopl e 
feel  bet ter . 

Hi s wi fe addeds 

"I bet the camp i s going to be i n an uproar i f i t does come, 

"Y" concl uded! 

"I t has to come, otherwise the morale i s going down. The 
J apanese government must real i ze t hat ,"1 

The st i mul ati ng factors for thi s rumor are unknown. One 

staff member stated that the Examiner had pr i nted a statement 

that J apan was making out another repatr i at i on l i st asking for 

col l ege graduates and persons who owned property i n J apan. 

On J une 8, "K" reported that rumors were f l our i shi ng that 

the fence was going to be taken down some time i n J ul y and that 

col  mi st s woul d be al l owed to make excursi ons to the nearby 

hi l l s. He had heard that the J ani tors woul d be al l owed to go 

out f i r st ; "thefr names are even bei ng put down." Ho stated 

that even i f onl y the J ani tors were al l owed to go, the peopl e 

woul d feel  bet ter , "because then they woul d feel  that someday 

I bi d., J une 23, p. 2. 
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maybe t hey coul d go t oo ." "K" had consi der abl e f ai t h i n t hese 

r umor s, and st at ed t hat  t hey wer e al r eady begi nni ng t o make t he 

peopl e f eel  bet t er . 

The wr i t er  checked t hese r umor s wi t h Mr . Hober t son and was 
not  

tol d that the Admi ni strati on was/even remotel y enter tai ni ng any 

such i deas. 

At t i t udes on Mr . Best  

On J une 23 "Y" i nf or med t he wr i t er  t hat  he had been t ol d 

by a f r i end t hat  a gr oup of  young men had wr i t t en t o Mr . I ckfes, 

t el l i ng hi m t hat  he shoul d f i r e bes t . "Y n»s i nf or mant  had 

st at ed t hat  he hi msel f  had si gned t hi s l et t er . Whet her  t hi s 

communi cat i on was sponsor ed by a pr essur e gr oup i s not  known, 

kar l y i n J une anot her  young man, l i ke "Y " an ex- Leupp i nt er nee 

r emar ked t hat  he had hear d t hat  Mr . Rober t son had been demot ed 

because he di d not  get  on wi t h Mr . Best  and because he got  on 

t oo wel l  wi t h t he J apanese.2 Mr s . WFW an ol der  ni sei  woman 

st at ed t hat  she was sur e t hat  mat t er s coul d never  go wel l  i n 

camp as l ong as Mr . Best  r emai ned i n hi s pos i t i on of  Pr oj ect  

Di r ect or . The peopl e di dn't  t r ust  hi m'. Mor eover , t hey knew 

t hat  he was af r ai d of  t hem. "I f  onl y Mr . Rober t son coul d be 

t he Pr oj ect  Di r e c t o r . A l t h o u g h more i nf or mant s cannot  be 

quot ed I t  was qui t e appar ent  t hat  by t he end o f  J une Mr . Best  

had al most  compl et el y l ost  t he r espect  he had gai ned wi t h some 

peopl e because of  hi s consi der at e act i on at  t he t i me of  t he 

Okamoto f uner al . 

1 l b l d . . J une 8, p . 2. 
2 

i b i d . , J une 8, p . 1. 3 i b i d . , J une 21, p . 2. 
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St at us and t he Pr essur e Gr oups 

L i t t l e i s known of  th© ac t i v i t i es of  t he pr essur e gr oups 

dur i ng t he mont h of  J une. The "Q" gr oup went  f or war d wi t h i t s 

pr epar at i ons t o appeal  t o t he Ci v i l  L i ber t i es Uni on f or  assi st -

ance i n t he st ockade mat t er , Undoubt edl y, t he gr oup al so di d 

al l  i t  coul d t o i ncr ease the unpopul ar i t y of  Mr . Best , whose 

pr esence as Pr oj ect  Di r ect or  was r egar ded as one of  t hei r  chi ef  

obst ac l es . Ther e wer e, however , f ew over t  si gns t hat  t hi s gr oup 

was ac t i ve. The f ol l owi ng r emar k was made on st at us by "U", 

t he ex- Sant a Pe I nt er nee who was i nt i mat el y associ at ed wi t h t he 

"Q" pr essur e gr oup; 

" I f  t he Admi ni st r at i on t r eat ed us as l oyal  J apanese, l oyal  
t o J apan, t hey woul d have no t r oubl e at  a l l . But  t hey s t i l l  
t hi nk we ar e l oyal  t o Amer i oa. They shoul d t r eat  us l i ke 
pr i soner s of  war  i n a cer t ai n sense. They shoul d t r eat  us accor d-
i ng t o t he Geneva convent i on and I nt er nat i onal  Law. Our  mi nd 
i s c l ear  now; we ar e di s l oyal . 

On t he abor t i ve at t empt  o f  t he Di v i s i onal  Responsi bl e Men 

t o es t abl i sh an or gani zat i on, Mr . "U" sai d: 

"I f  any l i t t l e r epr esent at i ve or gani zat i on or  any l i t t l e 
gat her i ng of  peopl e now havi ng cl ose appr oaoh t o Mr . Bes t , t hey 
ar e not  hast eni ng maki ng t he oamp bet t er , but  t hey ar e pr ol ong-
i ng t he t r oubl e. They ar e pet i t  po l i t i c i ans ." 

The J am Agi t at or  

An amusi ng exampl e of  t he pet t y agi t at i on whi ch was car r i ed 

on by some exhi bi t i oni s t !c i ndi v i dual s was r ecount ed by " I " : 

"Ther e1s a guy I n mess 42 who i s r eal l y a chest  beat i ng 
agi t at or . He keeps demandi ng more J am f or  hi s mess, when he 
knows damn wel l  t her e's no more j am I n the war ehouse. He 
I ns i s t s i t f s put  on t he menu. Then when t he peopl e don't  get  
t hei r  j am, he mades speeches t el l i ng them al l  he ' s t r yi ng t o do 
f or  t hem."2 

l̂ b i d . . J une 14, p. 2 
2 i b i d . . J une 4, p . 5. 
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HEPERCUSSI ONS OF THE ALLI ED SUCCESSES I N EURQJ Ê 

On t he 21st  of  J une Mr . Mar kl ey, t he Repor t s Of f i cer  cal l ed 

t he wr i t er  asi de and asked her  opi ni on of  what  t he ef f ec t  of  the 

I ncr eas i ng success of  t he Al l i ed Nat i ons woul d be upon t hose of  

t he col oni st s who wer e s t i l l  on t he f ence wi t h r egar d t o r el o-

cat i on. He expl ai ned t hat  he had been moved to ask the quest i on 

because a number  of  t he young peopl e on hi s s t af f  had r es i gned 

r ecent l y . He wonder ed i f  t hi s wer e due t o par ent al  pr essur e, 

t hei r  par ent s not  wi shi ng them to appear  t o be t oo c l osel y 

connect ed wi t h t he Admi ni st r at i ve St af f  when camp f eel i ng mi ght  

be r i s i ng because of  Axi s r ever ses . I f  t hese r es i gnat i ons 

t ook pl ace i t  i s more l i kel y t hat  t hey wer e due t o t he bad r epu-

t at i on whi ch t he Repor t s Of f i ce was devel opi ng si nce one of  i t s 

chi ef  empl oyees was Mr . Tat el shl  an j nu of  par t i cul ar l y odi us 

r eput at i on. I t  i s al so poss i bl e t hat  t he quest i on was put  

because FRA aut hor i t i es I n Washi ngt on wer e consi der i ng the ef f ec t  

of  news of  Axi s def eat s on the Tul e Lake popul at i on and had 

asked Mar kl ey t o r epor t  on t he mat t er . 

However , one ext r emel y i nt er est i ng change of  at t i t ude was 

mani f est ed t hr ee days l at er  by "I " one of  t he wr i t er 's ol dest  

acquai nt ances and f r ankest  i nf or mant s. " I " , a No- No and a 

r epat r i at e had expr essed bi t t er  r esent ment  over  t he t r eat ment  

he f  as a J apanese- Amer i can had r ecei ved i n t hi s count r y si nce 

t he out br eak of  t he war . On one occasi on i n Sept ember , 1943, 

bef or e l ie was segr egat ed f r om Gi l a, he had t ol d t he wr i t er  t hat  

he hoped t hat  J apan woul d wi n t he war  J ust  so t he Caucasi ans 

woul d r eal i ze t hey wer en't  as good as t hey t hought  t hey wer e. 

But  af t er  ni ne mont hs r esi dence i n Tul e Lake, f f I M changed hi s 
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mi nd. The manner  i n whi ch he l ed up t o hi s dec l ar at i on was 

ver y i nt er es t i ng. *t  t he begi nni ng of  t he conver sat i on he 

compl ai ned over  t he sor r y st at e of  t he at t i t ude of  t he i nhabi -

t ant s of  Tul e Lake I  

"I 'm get t i ng s i ck of  t he at t i t ude of  t he peopl e. They ar e 
cut t i ng each ot her s t hr oat s ."1 

He t hen l aunched i nt o a denunci at i on of  t he Co- op whi ch wi l l  

be quot ed i n t he di scuss i on of  t he Hi t omi  k i l l i ng. He cont i nued: 

"When I  came her e I  expect ed t o f i nd qui t e a di f f er ent  
at mospher e. When t he peopl e r eal i zed t hey wer e her e f or  t he 
same r eason, I  expect ed t hat  t hey woul d be wi l l i ng t o hel p a 
guy when he needed i t . I ns t ead, now I f  you've got  f i ve dol l ar s 
t hey ' l l  t hi nk of  how t hey can get  i t  away f r om you. 

"Some of  t he smar t est  peopl e I  know ar e /get t i ng di sgust ed. 
These ar e r eal  i nt el l i gent  peopl e. They came her e and expect ed 
t o f i nd a cooper at i ve at mospher e and t hey'r e pr et t y wel l  di s-
gust ed. Thei r  r emar ks add up t o somet hi ng l i ke t hi s : ' I t ' s 
not  a case now of  whet her  I  want  t o go back t o t he ol d count r y» 
I t ' s a case o f  whet her  I  can st ay her e l ong enough t o go back 
t o t he ol d count r y and s t i l l  r et ai n my sel f - r espect . 

"The t r oubl e I s t hey expect  you t o act  l i ke a damn r adi cal  
and go out  and k i l l  ever y hakuj i n on t he ot her  si de of  t he f ence 
and when you don't  act  l i ke t hat  you ar e an i nu. 

Af t er  t hi s i nt r oduct i on, "I " st at ed dr amat i cal l y , 

"To t el l  you t he t r ut h, I 'm consi der i ng r el ocat i on." 

"The onl y r eason I ' d consi der  r el ocat i on I s t hat  I ' v e got  
a pr et t y good t hi ng comi ng up. AS you shoul d know by t hi s t i me, 
t he maj or i t y of  ni sei  came i n her e because t hey di dn't  want  t o 
go i nt o the Ar my, That 's one of  t he mai n r easons why t he ni sei  
ar e her e, 98% of  t hem, mysel f  i nc l uded. I  coul dn't  see f i t  t o 
pack a gun f o r  somet hi ng I  di dn't  see my way cl ear  t o . I f  t hey 
had t r eat ed us di f f er ent l y , I  woul d have vol unt eer ed. Now, 
seei ng as how t hey'r e def er r i ng peopl e over  26, I  t hi nk I  mi ght  
t ake a chance� 

"You see, i f  t he war  l as t s t hr ee more year s , I ' l l  be 33. 
Then I  get  depor t ed t o J apan. I t ' l l  t ake me t en year s t o get  
on my f eet . I t  seems t o me Germany i s goi ng t o pul l  a f l opper oo. 
I  woul dn't  want  t o be her e when t hat  happens. I  don't  car e i f  
J apan has 17 ki nds of  Yamat o Damashi . she i s n ' t  goi ng t o be abl e 
t o buck f i ght i ng t hr ee bi g nat i ons . 

Â r emar kabl y pr ophet i c st at ement , consi der i ng i t  was made 
seven days bef or e Hi t omi 's mur der . 



"Bel i eve i t  or  not , a f el l ow t ol d me t he ot her  day t hat  
J apan was goi ng t o have a deci s i ve vi ct or y and t hat  t he war  woul d 
he over  i n seven days I  A gi r l  t ol d me t he ot her  day, 'You'r e 
so t hor oughl y Amer i cani zed, X don't  bel i eve you bel ong her e. ' 

"My comi ng her e was i n i t sel f  a def ense mechani sm. I t  
was anot her  r et al i at or y act i on t o get  even wi t h t he way I ' d 
been t r eat ed pr evi ous l y . On t he ot her  hand, I  f eel  t hat  i n 
r et al i at i ng I  not  onl y hur t  t he gover nment , but  event ual l y , I ' l l  
hur t  mysel f  mor e." 

"The onl y peopl e J apan act ual l y want s ar e t hose she can 
use i mmedi at el y af t er  t he war , di pl omat s and per sons wi t h 
Engi neer i ng J J egr ees. I ' v e been t el l i ng peopl e, i f  J apan shoul d 
l ose the war , wher e t her e's a ver y good chance of  her  doi ng 
r i ght  now, and i f  we wer e t o r el ocat e and wer e pl aced on t he 
same st andar d of  l i v i ng as t he negr o i n t hi s count r y, we'd s t i l l  
be abl e t o have a bet t er  st andar d of  l i v i ng t han t he poor  peopl e 
i n J apan. Bes i des , when t he J apanese went  t o t he sout h, t hey 
wer e never  t r eat ed as t he negr oes wer e." 

" I " assur ed t he wr i t er  t hat  the camp l i f e and t he unf a-

vor abl e war  news apj j ear ed t o be af f ect i ng some of  t he ol der  

pe opl e s ' mi nds s 

"A l ot  of  t he ol d men ar e get t i ng goof i er  and goof i er . 
They st and ar ound i n t he l at r i nes and mut t er  t o t hemsel ves. I  
t hi nk t hey'r e l os i ng t hei r  mi nds ." 

When the wr i t er  asked " I " what  t he possi bl e ef f ec t  of  t he 

news of  a J apanese vi ct or y i n t he Pac i f i c mi ght  have on t he 

camp'a popul at i on, he sai dj  

" I ' d hat e to see i t  happen. I n spi t e of  t he f ac t  t hat  t he 
I nt er nal  Secur i t y i s on t he l ookout  f or  shor t  wave br oadcast s , 
i f  t he l ocal  br oadcast s wer e t o conf i r m t he vi ot or y and t he 
shor t wave br oadcast s wer e t o exagger at e i t , I  don't  t hi nk t her e'd 
be no hol di ng t he pr essur e gang i n her e." 

"When asked what  the ef f ec t  of  a pr onounced Al l i ed vi ct or y 

mi ght  be, " I " guessed: 

"I ' v e of t en wonder ed. I f  t her e wer e a ver y deci s i ve v i c t or y, 
I  t hi nk t her e'd be a gr eat  br eakdown i n mor al e. Espec i al l y 
among cer t ai n peopl e who have deci ded t hat  J apan coul dn f t  l os e. 
Wi t h t he br eakdown i n mor al e t her e woul d oome a t i me when some 
of  them woul d t r y t n some way t o avenge t he def eat  of  J apan. 
When t hat  happens, t hey 'd bet t er  st ar t  bui l di ng more f ences . 

I bi d., J une 25, pp. 1- 3. 
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The next  day, when "K ", a si ncer e r epat r i at e was asked 

how t he cour se of  t he war  was af f ec t i ng the col oni s t s , he sai d; 

"Those per sons who wi l l  change t hei r  mi nds now ar e no 
good t o ei t her  count r y. These boys who f l uct uat e ar e no good. 
Y o u' l l  f i nd t her e ar e many of  t hat  k i nd. You know, onl y hal f  
of  t he peopl e her e ar e r egi st er ed t o go t o J apan. They j ust  
want  t o wai t  and see how i t  t ur n© out . I f  J apan wi ns t hey want  
t o go t o J apan and I f  the Uni t ed St at es x wi ns , t hey want  t o 
st ay her e. I t ' s di sgr acef ul . I t  makes me ashamed of  t he 
J apanese r ace, espec i al l y t he i s s ei . 

"But  I f  Amer i ca di dn' t  evacuat e t he second gener at i on, 
t hen pr obabl y most  of  t hem woul d have swor n t o suppor t  t he 
Uni t ed St at es , and woul d have f ought  I n t hi s war . Now t hey'r e 
wi l l i ng t o go out  whet her  t hey'r e despi sed or  not . 

"I ' v e t al ked t o many of  t hem. They say, ' I 'm goi ng back 
t o J apan.1 Then I  ask, 'Then why ar en't  you st udyi ng?' 

"They 'r e not  st udyi ng. They*r e J ust  f ool i ng ar ound and 
gambl i ng and havi ng a good t i me." 

« 

"K" r emar ked at  t hi s i nt er vi ew t hat  he had J ust  had a 

l ong ar gument  wi t h an i s sei  f r i end over  some o f  J apan's po l i c i es . 

"K" had f el t  t hat  some of  J apan's po l i c i es wer e not  above 

c r i t i c i sm. 

" I f  I  go t o J apan and speak as I ' v e spol Bn t oday I ' l l  be 
t hr own i n J a i l . Ther e i s no quest i on of  t hat . I  t hi nk t he 
count r y shoul d be I mpr oved I n sever al  ways. But  i f  I  wer en't  

* i n l ove wi t h J apan I  woul dn't  c r i t i c i ze her e. Yet , i f  I  di d 
t al k l i ke I  t al ked t oday, ( I n J apan) I  shoul d be t hr own I n 
J a i l . " 

"K" added t hat  t hi s was t he one t hi ng t hat  caused hi m concer n 

over  h i s dec i s i on t o expat r i at e. Si nce chi l dhood, he had been 

honest  and out spoken and he f ear ed t hat  he wi l l  be t oo I nc l i ned 

t o speak f r ankl y when he ar r i ves i n J apan. 

"Y ", a k i bei , when di scuss i ng the war  s i t uat i on, sai d* 

" I  t hi nk more peopl e wi l l  ask f or  r el ocat i on, espec i al l y 
t he n i s ei . But  the maj or i t y of  t he r es i dent s won't  gi ve up. 
I  t hi nk t her e ar e a l ot  o f  peopl e, even I f  we l ose Kyushu, 

1 
i b i d . , i une 26, pp. 1- 2. 
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Mani l a and Si ngapor e � we won't  gi ve up. The bombi ngs don't  
mean not hi ng. But  t her e wi l l  be a l ot  o f  peopl e who' l l  say, 
'Wel l , t he Al l i es ar e wi nni ng; l e t ' s go o ut . ' 

SOME ADMI NI STRATI VE ATTI TUEKS 

A meet i ng of  t he Communi ty Management  Di v i s i on hel d on 

J une 20, bet r ayed some s i gni f i cant  Admi ni st r at i ve At t i t udes . 

The meet i ng opened wi t h t he announcement  t hat  Mr . Huycke, 

head of  Communi ty Ac t i v i t i es , had been r ai sed t o a P4 r at i ng. 

I t  wi l l  be r emember ed t hat  at  t he begi nni ng of  J une, Mr . Huycke 

had become so unpopul ar  wi t h t he evacuees t hat  the war  chai r man 

l i ad at t empt ed unsuccessf ul l y t o get  f r om under  hi s J ur i sdi c t i on 

Mr . Bagl ey, t he Head of  V/el f ar e gave a shor t  speech i n 

whi ch he st at ed t hat  hi a sect i on had a f case l oad of  2,200 t o 

3,000 cases per  mont h. One possi bl e means of  r educi ng t hi s 

l oad was bei ng cont empl at ed; t o t ake empl oyment  f r om si ngl e 

per sons or  coupl es and gi ve i t  t o the heads of  f ami l i es of  f our  

"I t  cost s l ess t o have a si ngl e per son on wel f ar e t han a f ami l y 

of  f o ur . " I n ot her  cent er s , sai d Mr . Bagl ey, f ami l i es I n pos-

sessi on of  a oash sura of  $500 wer e s t i l l  al l owed t o become 

Wel f ar e oases, i t  bei ng assumed t hat  t hey mi ght  empl oy t hi s 

case sur pl us f or  r el ocat i on. Thi s sur pl us was not  al l owed at  

Tul e Lake. Mor eover , Tul e Lake was t he onl y cent er  whi ch 

suf f er ed f r om an empl oyment  shor t age. Mr . Bagl ey st at ed. I n 

addi t i on, t hat  hi a depar t ment  was bus i l y empl oyed on t he 

pr obl em of  st i mul at i ng r el ocat i on. They had I ni t i at ed a st udy 

of  50 f ami l i es of  Tul e Lake r es i dent s who accor di ng to t he 

r ecor ds had not  appl i ed f or  r epat r i at i on. However , when t hey 

berrán on t he st udy t hey f ound t hat  43 of  t hese 50 f ami l i es had 

J une 23, p . 2. 
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act ual l y appl i ed. None of  t hose I nt er vi ewed wer e open t o any 

per suas i on. 

VJ hen Mr . Bagl ey had f i ni shed hi s speech Mr . Bl ack opened 

t he f l oor  f or  quest i ons. A t eacher  i nqui r ed i f  t her e wer e any 

pos i t i ons whi ch wer e not  f i l l ed . Mr . Bl ack sai d t her e wer e 

many openi ngs f or  c l er i cal  wor ker s and t hat  i t  was ver y di f f i -

cul t  t o get  t eacher s f or  the nur ser y school  al t hough many of  t he 

evacuee gi r l s wer e qual i f i ed f or  t he wor k. I f  any appl i cant  

f or  wor k'was of f er ed a j ob and r ef used i t , he was not  el i gi bl e 

f or  wel f ar e. The gr eat  maj or i t y of  t he unempl oyed per sons wer e 

i n t he unsk i l l ed l abor  gr oups. 

The quest i ons now t ur ned t o t he subj eot  o f  t he st ockade. 

I t  was appar ent  t hat  many of  t he s t af f  member s, par t i cul ar l y 

the t eacher s, wer e ext r emel y cur i ous over  t he pol i cy of  t he 

Admi ni st r at i on i n r egar d t o t he I nt er nees, over  t he t r eat ment  

t hey r ecei ved and over  t he pr ocess of  I nt er nment  and r el ease. 

A member  of  t he pol i ce f or oe asked Mr . Bagl ey what  coul d be 

done f or  f our  i nt er nees who had br oken t hei r  gl asses . Bagl ey 

expl ai ned a compl i cat ed pr ocess f or  pr ocur i ng gl asses but  was 

i nt er r upt ed by a s t af f  member  who suggest ed t hat  I n consi der at i on 

of  t he l i mi t ed vi ew I n t he st ockade, t he I nt er nees had seen 

j ust  about  al l  t hey coul d see and had no need f or  gl asses . 

Thi s r emar k caused some l aught er , Mr . Bl ack t hen announced 

t hat  a number  of  t he al i ens i n t he st ockade wer e soon t o be 

r emoved t o Sant a F e, f r om wher e, i n cour se of  t i me, t hey mi ght  

go t o Cr yst al  Ci t y to j o i n t hei r  f ami l i es . Thi s , st at ed Bl ack , 

woul d be ver y ni ce because at  Cr yst al  Ci t y t hey mi ght  l ead a 

r eal l y nor mal  f ami l y l i f e . (When t hi s was car r i ed out  i t  was 
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not general l y regarded as a piece of good fortune ei ther by the 

persons removed to Santa Pe or by thei r f r i ends and neighbors 

remaining i n Tul e Lake�) 

A teacher then asked poi nt bl ank why persons were put i n the 

stockade and how they were rel eased* Mr. Bl ack, appearing very 

nervous and i l l  at ease expl ai ned that internment i n the stockade 

rested ent i rel y on the judgment of Mr. Best and that the proj ect 

di rector had ful l  power to put a ool oni st there and keep him 

there J ust as l ong as he consi dered that hi s presence was a danger 

or detriment to the pence of the col ony. Another teacher then 

asked what ki nd of t r i al  was gi ven the i nterned men. Mr. Bl ack 

repl i ed that thei r records were examined by a committee consi st i ng 

of the Proj ect Attorney, the head of Community Management and 

the Chi ef of Pol i ce. These three men then made thei r deci si on 

and recommended ei ther conti nued detenti on or rel ease. However, 

the f i nal  approval  of Mr. Best was requi red for al l  rel eases. 

To questi ons about the i nternees1 recreat i on Mr. Bl ack repl i ed 

that the men l ed a pretty happy l i f e, playing basebal l  and basket-

bal l , waving and si gnal l i ng i n J apanese characters to thei r f r i ends 

i nsi de the center . He added that construct i on had begun on a 

new stockade si tuated near the entrance of the camp. Thi s cons-

truct i on i ncl uded a j ai l  capabl e of hol di ng twelve per sons.1  

THE HITOMI HURLER 

The Hi tomi murder which occurred on J ul y 3, cl imaxed a surge 

of tensi on and unease which began i n the l at ter part of May and 

i noreased steadi l y unt i l  the end of J une at which time the 

atmosphere of the camp had reaohed a peak of fantast i o unr eal i t y. 

î bl d.. J une 20, pp. 3- 5. 
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The f i r st symptom of popul ar unrest mani fested I t sel f i n an un-

precedented amount of uncompl imentary gossi p about the staff of 

the Co- operative Enterpr i ses and the i nu i n general . The bi tter-

ness and vi tuperat i ve tone of thi s gossi p which was Indul ged i n 

by - the even the most conservati ve of i ndi vi dual s compl etel y over-
i  

shadowed even that of the tense per i od of mi d- Apri l . Then, 

begi nni ng i n mid- J une a ser i es of assaul ts was committed upon 

persons suspected of bei ng i nu; these men were wayl ayed at ni ght 

and severel y beaten by mysterious assai l ants who coul d not be 

apprehended by the pol i ce. Wi th att i tudes rangi ng from aci d 

rel i sh to puzzl ed di sapproval  each new beat i ng was recounted. An 

ominous and almost psychopathi c atmosphere pervaded the camp and, 

toward the end of J une, when the chi ef topi cs of conversati on 

were the l atest beat i ngs and guesses as to who woul d be next , the 

tensi on became almost unbearabl e. Several  informants remarked, 

n I wi sh I coul d get out of thi s pl ace." Even I n the most conser-

vati ve homes the evi l  doings of the dogs was the chi ef topi c of 

conversat i on. Di scussi ons of the bl ackl i st s, whi ch were supposed 

to contai n the names of tie "dogs" i n order of thei r gui l t , were 

oommon. Whi spered hi nts that one of the assaul ts might end i n 

murder were heard occasi onal l y. The ordinary camp resi dent 

hi msel f di d not make threats of murder, nor di d he know who was 

compi l ing the hypotheti cal  l i st s. But even though he might 

disapprove of the beat i ngs, he j oi ned whol eheartedl y i n the 

gossi p and every new story of a par t i cul ar l y dastardl y act i on on 

the part of a "dog" was enthusi ast i cal l y passed al ong. Whenever 

a person was beaten, the news spread rapi dl y and the detai l s of 

the story and of the victims1 misdeeds which had caused the beat i ng 
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were enl arged and di stor ted i n the manner of a fol k t al e. Many 

persons, especi al l y ni sei  women expressed shook and di sapprobat i on, 

but the most usual  react i on to a new beat i ng was, "Wel l , I see 

another dog got what was coming to hi m." 

As has been stated, the speci f i c surge of publ i c feel i ng 

which cul minated i n the murder began l ate i n May about a week 

before the Okamoto shoot i ng. The fundamental  causes, however, 

had a l ong hi stor y; some of them extended back to the f i r st few 

weeks after segregat i on. The three most si gni f i cant of these 

causes were* (1) General  host i l i t y to the J apanese Staff of 

the Co- operative Enterpr i ses; (2) General  hatred of the stool -

pi geons, the l nu or dogs who tat t l ed to the Admi ni strat i on; 

(3) The presence of the smal l  but wel l  organi zed, underground, 

pro- Negotiating Committee pressure group, and the conscious or 

unoonsoious support gi ven to the propaganda spread by thi s group 

by many of the camp resi dents. At t imes, during the ei ght months 

of Tul e Lake's exi stenoe as a segregati on center , these factors 

devel oped separatel y and at times they combined to produce both 

the events and att i tudes which preceded the murder. 

The hatred which a l arge number of the transferees devel oped 

toward the ol d Tul e Lake resi dents very soon after thei r ar r i val  

has been descr i bed.  ̂ Thi s hatred was part l y based on the bel i ef 

that many of the ol d Tul eans had chosen to remain i n camp not 

out of desi re to return to J apan but merel y because they di d not 

want to move, that they were fence- si tters and unworthy to share 

the same camp wi th the t ransferees, that because of thei r convic-

t i ons they were predi sposed to par t i al i t y toward the Admi ni strat i on 

See pp. 15- 19 of the pre- incident di scussi on. 



443. 

and were wi l l i ng to aot as i nformers. The i ni t i al  di strust of 

the Co- operative Enterpr i ses has al so been descr i bed.  ̂ I hi s 

sprang from several  factors: The fact that the Tul e Lake Co-

operati ve offered a number of seemingl y expensive i tems for sal e 

some of which l i ke mops, pai l s and brooms, the transferees had 

been accustomed to recei ve from the T/RA at the proj eots from 

which they came, '¿he sal e of cer tai n wares which some of the 

col oni sts consi dered unnecessary l uxur i es which tempted them to 

spend thei r smal l  resources fool i shl y was al so resented»2 The 

l arge proport i on of ol d Tul e Lake resi dents employed by the Co- op 

was resented by the unemployed newcomers and encouraged the 

popul ar bel i ef that these men had beoome so wel l  entrenched i n 

thei r l ucrat i ve posi t i ons that they had refused to move from 

Tul e Lake. Many col oni sts bel i eved that the men hol di ng hi gh 

posi t i ons i n the Co- op were making more money by graft i ng i n 

Tul e Lake than they coul d make i f they rel ocated. The Co- op was 

al so accused of nepotism and an almost fantast i c amount of gr af t . 

I n ear l y December, when the l eaders of the Dal hyo Sha Kal  

had been i nterned, and the puzzl ed and di sorgani zed remnants of 

the organi zat i on were attempting to keep the unhappy peopl e to 

the status quo, the Co- op earned the abi di ng hatred of the pro-

status quo. group by standing strongl y agai nst them. Representa-

t i ves of the i âlhyo Sha Kai approached the Co- op Board of Di rectors 

and demanded that the Co- op cease the sel l i ng of "l uxury" i tems 

so that the economical l y hard pressed peopl e woul d feel  l ess 

tempted to break the status- quo. According to Dr . Opl er , the 

H b l d . . p . 1 7 , 
2Por expressi on of thi s att i tude i n a Dal hyo Sha Kal  meeti ng, see 
p. 19 of Main Report . 
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granti ng of these demands woul d have brought about the f i nanci al  

rui n of the Co- op. The Board of Di rectors refused to take the 

responsi bi l i ty for an act i on of such importance and put the propo-

si t i on up to the peopl e. When the vote was hel d on December 12, 

the proposal  of the Dal hyo Sha was defeated by a rat i on of 9 to 1, 

carryi ng i n onl y f i ve bl ocks. By thei r strong stand by the 

propaganda they put out before the el ect i on, the members of the 

Co- op Board of Di rectors i ncreased thei r unpopul ar i ty wi th the 

pressure group. However, i n thi s matter, they di d not i ncur 

unanimous popul ar resentment, since many of the col oni sts were 

agai nst the status quo. 

I n l ate December and ear l y J anuary when certai n J apanese 

co- operated act i vel y wi th the Admi ni strat i on i n a successful  

attempt to break the status quo, the l i st of resi dents bi t ter l y 

hated by the pro- status quo adherents i ncreased. The Ci vi c 

Organi zat i ons st af f , Shimada, Namekawa, Furakawa, Maeda and Naydo, 

the Co- op of f i c i al s, Akl t suki , *amatani , Ikemoto and Hl tomi , and 

certai n ex- members of the Dal hyo Sha Kal  among whom Xamatani and 

Takahashl  were most prominent, beoame known as dogs, par excel l ence ; 

or i n camp par l ance, "number one i nu.w Thi s sentiment was hel d 

by the pro- status quo supporters from the begi nni ng of the 

pol i t i cal  coup whioh resul ted i n the defeat of the status quo» 

I t ' s growth among the bul k of the peopl e was gradual  and cul minated 

i n a general  rage which i n the middl e of Apr i l  1944, was making 

F̂or a detai l ed account see pp. 141- 149 of Main Report . 
2The hi story of the decl i ne of the Co- ordinating Committee i s too 
l onghand i nvol ved to outl i ne here. The render i s rei r̂ red to the 
detai l ed treatment i n the Main Report and for speci f i c expressi on 
of the chronol ogi cal  devel opments of host i l i t y to pp. 204F- &}5>  ̂
266- 277, 284, 317- 320. 
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i t s el f  shown by r epeat ed t hr eat s of  beat i ng up t he member s of  t he 

Co- or di nat i ng Commi t t ee, Messr s . Ak i t suk i , Shi mada, Naydo, Namekawa, 

Yamat anI , Okamot o, Nay do, and t hei r  adv i sor , Mr . Tak ahas hi .1 Af t er  

t he r es i gnat i on of  t hi s body, hos t i l e sent i ment  agai nst  t hem on 

t he par t  of  t he gener al  publ i c dec l i ned. Pr om t he dat e of  t he 

r es i gnat i on of  t he Co- or di nat i ng Commi t t ee at  t he end of  Apr i l  

unt i l  t he Okamot o shoot i ng whi ch occur r ed May 24, t he camp ent er ed 

i nt o a per i od of  compar at i ve ser eni t y . 

However , even dur i ng t hi s cal m per i od t he i nu wer e s t i l l  

denounced f r equent l y . I n mi d- Apr i l  f ,K" c r i t i c i zed t he Co- op 

st r ongl y and r emar ked t hat  t he ol der  member s of  t he Pol i ce For ce 

wer e suspect ed of  t oo f r i endl y r el at i ons wi t h t he Admi ni st r at i on« 

At  t hi s t i me "K" al so made a most  r emar kabl e pr ophes i es of  t he 

soc i o l ogi cal  f ut ur e of  t he camp when he st at ed on Apr i l  12s 

"F r ank l y speak i ng, you may convey t o Mr . Rober t son, t hat  i f  
t her e I s any t r oubl e her e, t he t r oubl e wi l l  be agai nst  t he J apanese 

onl y* 

"I t  wi l l  not  af f ec t  t he Admi ni st r at i on i n any way. No demons-
t r at i on wi l l  be made 

"The onl y t hi ng t hat  wi l l  k i l l  i t  i s f or  t he Admi ni st r at i on 
t o act  i n t i me t o hast en t he segr egat i on of  t he *es- Yes gr oup, 
t he Amer i can l o y al i s t s , i f  t hey don't  i t  wi l l  come t o a head. 
The onl y ot her  way i s t o have t he Army cont i nual l y pat r ol  t he 
camp .The onl y t hi ng t o do I s t o get  t he Yes- l i es gr oup out ."2 

At  t hi s per i od t he f i r s t  beat i ng i n whi ch a man was assaul t ed 

at  ni ght  by myst er i ous assai l ant s and i nj ur ed so ser i ous l y t hat  

he needed hos pi t al i zat i on t ook p l ac e.  ̂ Det ai l s ar e not  known. 

The hi s t or y of  t he dec l i ne of  t he Co- or di nat i ng Commi t t ee i s t oo 
l ong and i nvol ved t o out l i ne her e. The r eader  i s r ef er r ed t o t i e 
det ai l ed t r eat ment  i n t he Mai n Repor t  and f or  spec i f i c expr ess i on 
of  t he chr onol ogi cal  devel opment s of  hos t i l i t y t o pp. 204F - 205, 
266- 277, 284, 317- 320. 
2See Mai n Repor t , pp. 324, 325; al so R.Hankey, Not es , Apr i l , 12, p . 3. 
3j b i d . . p . 37. Ot her  I ndi v i dual s had no doubt  been assaul t ed dur i ng 
t he t r oubl ed per i od bef or e and af t er  t he br eak i ng of  t he st at us quo. 
However , t hi s i s t he f i r s t  o f  t he pecul i ar  t ype of  beat i ng I n whi ch 
a man was set  upon, and beat en, af t er  whi ch t he assai l ant s made t hei r  
escape. For mer  beat i ngs usual l y wer e gr oup af f ai r s i n whi ch aevd r al  
peopl e par t i c i pat ed on bot h s i des . (Check) 
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The man was r eput ed t o be t he br ot her  of  a man who showed t he 

movi es i n camp and "K" t hought  he had been beat en by members of  

t he Ye8- Yes" gr oup. 

Mr . Kawai i , t he head of  Housi ng who had t aken an act i ve ant i -

st at us quo vi ew i n J anuar y was denounced by "N" ear l y i n May*1 

The Ci vi c Or gani zat i ons was c r i t i c i zed by pr o- st at us quo men 

because i t  r ef used t o appoi nt  ex- st ockade i nt er nees or  ex- Dai hyo 

£ha Kai  members t o o f f i ces when t hey had been sel ect ed by t he 

p e o p l e T h e ex- Co- or di nat i ng Commi t tee and t he I nt er nal  Secur i t y 

wer e agai n c r i t i c i zed i n t he pr esence of  t he wr i t er  I n l at e May, 

The under gr ound pr essur e gr oup, wor ki ng unceasi ngl y f or  t he r el ease 

of  t he st ockade I nt er nees f r equent l y voi ced omi nous t hr eat s agai nst  

by st r ong suppor t er s of  t he ¿̂"gr ouj  
t he dogs. The f ol l owi ng r emar ks made May 24/ar e t ypi cal  and mer i t  

r epet i t i on her e? 

"The Co- or di nat i ng Commi t tee kept  t hei r  pos i t i ons al t oget her  
t oo l ong, not  knowi ng t hey wer e not  want ed. No mat t er  how wel l  
educat ed t hey wer e, t hey di dn't  know what  t hey wer e do i ng." 

"I  don't  t hi nk one of  them wi l l  ever  r epat r i at e." 

"Not  whi l e I 'm a l i v e . "3 

The at t empt  made by t he Di v i s i onal  Responsi bl e Men t o f or m a 

l abor  or gani zat i on was r egar ded as a bl at ant  ef f or t  t o r egai n a 

pos i t i on of  po l i t i cal  pr omi nence by t he "Q" pr essur e gr oup. I t  

di d not  af f ec t  t hei r  gener al  pos i t i on wi t h t he peopl e however , 

si nce i t  was not  publ i c i zed.4 

i b i d . . p. 345. 
8 i b i d . , pp. 352- 353. 
3See Mai n Repor t  pp. 324- 325 

i b i d . , pp. 398- 404. 
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The Ri se of  Gossi p about  t he l nu 

I n f i r s t  t wo weeks of  J une, when t he wr i t er  v i s i t ed homes 

wher e she was consi der ed an ol d f r i end, t he conver sat i on was al most  

monopol i zed by gossi p about  t he ev i l  doi ngs of  t he l nu. On J une 4, 

" I " ' s wi f e and her  s i s t er  spoke wi t h ast oni shi ng bi t t er ness . Bot h 

of  t hese young women ar e n i s ei , and i nc l i ned t o di sappr ove hear t i l y 

of  agi t at i on. r , I " ' s wi f e sai d t hat  t hey had t hought  t hat  when 

t hey came t o Tul e Lake t hey woul d be t hr ough wi t h l nus . but  now 

t hey f ound t hat  t her e wer e more of  t hem t han ever . "Ever y pl ace 

you l ook , you can see one." The s i s t er  r emar ked t hat  you coul dn't  

even have a smal l  meet i ng anywher e but  what  some i nu woul d go and 

r epor t  I t  t o t he Admi ni s t r at i on.1 

On J une 8t h a si mi l ar  obsessi on wi t h t he l nu was obser ved i n 

a cal l  on "Y M. Hi s wi f e and a mal e f r i end t ook par t  i n t he con-

ver sat i on. 

"What  I  c an't  under st and," sai d "Y ", i s what  t hese i nu t hi nk 

t hey ar e get t i ng out  of  i t . They mi ght  end up wi t h t hr ee or  f our  

t housand do l l ar s , but  af t er  t he war , nobody wi l l  have t hem." The 

wr i t er  vent ur ed t he opi ni on t hat  i t  was doubt f ul  i f  any of  t he 

l nu were maki ng so much money. "No ," sand "Y" scor nf ul l y , "They 'r e 

pr obabl y doi ng i t  j ust  f or  s i xt een dol l ar s a week ." 

wY w ' s k i bei  f r i end added, "They have an of f i ce now i n 701. 

I t ' s r un by a f el l ow named Copi er . He's a good guy but  t he f el l ows 

wor ki ng f or  hi m ar e i nu . " The f r i end st at ed t hat  "Copi er " had 

asked hi m t o wor k f or  hi m,"but  he woul dn't  do i t  f or  anyt hi ng. 

Not  wi t h t hose guys (Opl er 's ass i s t ant s) ar ound, anyway ."2 

K* Hankey, Not es. J une 4, 1944, p. 3# 
g 

i b i d . , J une 8, p . 1. The popul ar  conf usi on of  Dr . Opl er 's wor ker s 
wi t h i nu has caused hi m much concer n. 
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The same day, "K ", who l i ke t he two i nf or mant s quot ed above 

had no connect i on wi t h any of  t he pr essur e gr oups, sai ds 

"Havi ng l nu ar ound keeps ever ybody on edge. Ever ybody sus-
pect s ever ybody el se and i t  has l ed t o a gr eat  deal  of  har d f eel i ng. 
I t  keeps t he peopl e i n a const ant  st at e of  t ent i o n . "! 

On J une 9, t he wr i t er  was t ol d by a hi gh r anki ng member  of  

the Admi ni strat i on, an extremel y rel i abl e i nformant, that Mr. 

Tat ei ahi , whom evacuees had l ong suspect ed of  pl ayi ng t he r ol e c£ 

i nf or mer , was i n t r ut h Mr . Best *8 per sonal  spy. Tat ei shi  had 

been a member  of  the Dal hyo Sha Kai , and had been r egar ded wi t h 

suspi c i on by t he col oni st s f or  many mont hs. He had been gi ven 

empl oyment  on t he s t af f  of  t he Newel l  St ar  and t he wr i t er  was 

t ol d t hat  anot her  J apanese, wor ki ng on the paper , had j oi ned t he 

s t af f  f or  t he expr ess pur pose of  keepi ng an eye on Tat ei s hi . 

Though onl y thi s one case was admi tted, i t was rumored that 

sever al  ot her  young men had J oi ned the st af f  wi t h t he same mot i ve 

of  count er espi onage. Mor eover , Mr . Best  had pl aced Tat ei shi  

over an organi zat i on which was cal l ed the "Research Department." 

Exact l y what  t he f unct i ons of  t hi s "r esear ch" depar t ment  wer e, 

was never  made c l ear , but  ever y col oni st  who knew of  i t , bel i eved 

t hat  i t  was an or gani zat i on of  i nf or mer s. To Dr . Opl er f s anger  

and di smay* Tat ei shi  es t abl i shed an of f i ce i n bl ock seven and 

pl aced a s i gn r eadi ng "Resear ch Depar t ment " at  t he door . Si nce 
/ 

Opl er  had l ong been at t empt i ng t o accompl i sh hi s wor k under  t he 

gui se of  "r esear ch11 and si nce t hei r  o f f i ces wer e i n t he same 

bl ock, Opl er 1s of f i ce was pl aced under  gr eat  st i gma. Dr . Opl er  

pr ot est ed v i ol ent l y t o Mr . Best  but  consi der abl e t i me el apsed 
o 

bef or e Tat ei s hi f s s i gn was t aken down.6 

1 i b i d . , J une 8, p. 3. 
2 l b i d . . J une 9, p . 1, J une 15, p . 6. 
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THE BEATINGS 

The f i r st beat i ng of thi s per i od which oame to the attent i on 

of the author i t i es was that of Hi toml 's brother . Thi s occurred 

around the 12th of May (get exact dat e). Very l i t t l e i nformation 

on why Mr. Hi toml  was beaten was obtai nabl e. At f i r st i t was 

rumored that the assai l ants had mistaken him for hi s brother 

Yaozo. Other informants then stated, that perhaps i t wasn't 

a mi stake. The cl earest expl anat i on of motive came from an 

informant who stated that Yaozo Hi toml , the manager of the Co- op 

was i n the habi t of gi vi ng the most desi rabl e posi t i ons at hi s 

di sposal  to rel at i ves and fr i ends from Sacramento and that the 

brother , a recent t ransferee, was, soon after hi s ar r i val , gi ven 

the posi t i on of Manager of the Sewing Machine factory. As has 

been poi nted out frequentl y one of the t ransferees' major resent-

ments was that the ol d Tul eans had and hel d good posi t i ons whi l e 

they themsel ves unempl oyed. Thi s f l agrant example of nepoti sm, 

i n which a new arr i val  recei ved a good posi t i on almost as soon as 

he entered camp J ust because he was Hi toml 1 s brother , was deepl y 

resented and may have been the chi ef reason for the beat i ng. 

Few expressi ons of sympathy for the beaten man were heard. 

However, nKf f, who al ways strove to be f ai r , made the fol l owi ng 

remarks 

"Hi toml  had a brai n concussi on. He may be l ef t total l y 
bl i nd. Hi s l ef t eye wi l l  be bl i nd, I hear . Hi toml  i s not to 
be bl amed. He came back from a concentrati on oamp j ust a l i t t l e 
whi l e ago. But hi s brother i s manager of the Co- op. And peopl e 
had a grievance agai nst the manager of the Co- op. Then thi s 
fel l ow who i s innocent gets i t . "1 

BKATINQ OF MORIMOTO 

The next beat i ng took pl ace a few ni ghts l ater when Morimoto, 

1i bl d.. J une 17, p. 2. 
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