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_ Meroh 14, 1944 ’
I arrived at Klamath Falls, at 7:40 a.m, Mrs. Johnson, MNr,

et

Robertson's secretary, who had oome in to meet her mother, offered to

drive me to the project. The mother was nerwous over the prospect of taking
up residence in a Japenese camp. She seid she had been having nightmeres
for severel nights = evsrywbere she looked in her dreams there were
trecherous Japanese, Wrs., Johnson attempted to resssure end instruct

her mother; by the time we resched cemp the elderly lady wes saying

o

"Japenese" occasionally instead of "Jep." However, each time she
hesiteted over thelonper word., Mrs. Johnson told me that I would still
need an escort - although this is no longer required for WRA persormnel,
male or female.

After pgetting my passes (this time no special pass wes required
to enter the colony) I waited some time to see Mr. Robertson. Best has
been at Weashington for some time and is expected back Saturdsy, the 18.
Mearnwhile , Robertson was scting Project Director., Robertson wes courteous,
but explained that an escort for non-WRA persons was still required by
the army. Opler came into Robertson's office asnd agein wanted to
sccompany me to see my informants. I refused. Opler told me thet he
and Spicer - at Spice;'s last visit - had entered the coleony st night,
unescorted, to pay oslls., Suddenly jeeps converged upon them from all
directions. According to Opler, the army did not epprove of such close
"jdent if ication." This inocident, he le me to believe, was at the bottom
of his proposed transfer to Jerome, He now hes an office "in the colony"
in block 7, which, however, is not very fer from the Administretion
guarters, Since the army appears to disapprove strongly of Caucasisns

visiting the colony at night, I decided not to risk en "incident" and

possible expulsion and confined my visits to the daylight hours.
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When Opler left, Robertson gave me the peper which Kur ihars wrote
for the study and had allowed him to read. He asked me to sgk Kur ihars
if he might have a copy.

I asked Robertson-what progress had beer made in evscuee-Adminis-
trative relations. WNot very much, said he. Over 120 people sre still
in the stockade, which he thinks is 120 too many.

I enquired as to just what his conception of the status Quo was,

He stated that he thought it was s preadusl outgrowth of the passive
resistance whioh begen after the farm incident. He asked me if our

study would let anyone see their materisl, I said no. Le then asked

if I would do one thing for him - try to find out what could possibly

be done to improve relations, to mitigate the present hatred and suspicion.
I promised to do what I could and added that in return, I would ask

someé amest ions of my own,

I checked with the Housing Division-there was no room for me.
Lnokher temporary visitor at Klameth wes poing to Klamath every night.
Some members of WRA personnel were still housed st Klameth. This caused
mé some concern, since I had tried unsuccessfully to get hotel accommodat ions .
in Klamath, Iuch favored me, however, for at lunch I sat et the same
table with a womsn who asked me if I were new, T told my story and she
offered to let me stay in her room providing 2 cot were moved in. She
is leaving the project Saturdey because she doesn't get along and she is

lonely. The reasons for her solitery stete are apparent to anyone who
stays with the lady - but anything can be endured for four days. Only

the evenings ere really painful for I must listen to lones tales of

. assaults on her virtue by A. P. Nales.
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TAIK WITH yRrg, ODA Verbatim

T called on the Oda's first to take them the otsukemono from t he
Kato's. Wr, Oda was attending ® blook meneger's meeting, but his wife,
a much better informent than he, gave me a1l the he 1p she could., I
plenned to call Friday afternoon when he will be home and no other
visitors are expected. lLirs. 0. protested trat what she could te11l
me wes only "what she had heard," end she did not hear very much

-

because they live away at the end of camp.

COORDINAT ING COMMITTEE

There has been no change in the peoples' attitude toward the Coordinet ing
Committee, To me they a1l think in the sems way. But they don't do
anything about it., I believe they're going to give them (the Coordinat ing
Committee) a fair chsnce.T
( .;-J:'\_g v.f))r)“‘"\ /
The curfewpcame 8nd people went back to work very quietly. To tell
the truth I believe they've changed somewhat; but they don't sey anything

aloud. So meny have gone back to work anyhow,

There are still people in the stockede. Some fellows were taken

1
from our block andhaven't come back yet.

I don't know much shout center happeninegs. When the block menagers
have a meeting, no member of the Administret ive Staff member ever comes.
If a happy solution is to oome, both sides heve to come together. 1In
Menzanar they tell me every week the project directon™ or a staff member
comes to speak to the blook managers,

I beljeve the block manegers are in a neutral position end they should

be able to bring up block problems to the administretive staff,
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Mrs. Oda now asked if she could ask me a guestion. She wanted
to know why they have cut off one part of the cemp with double fences,
I explained thet I had heard thet this had been done so thet if trouble

threatened ogain the "good" might be sepersted from the "bad".

Daihyo Sha Kai

They came from the ferm incident, They may have been started
already before that, After the sccident ond before the funersl we
were told to get a representative from each block., I don't know who
was behind it, We voted for these representatives,

At that time the people wanted to pet together and spesk to the
Project Director. I heard the Negotiating Committee was chosen from

these representatives,

Second Negotiating Committee (Mrs. O. perhaps means Coordinstion Committee)

No one knows about them, That's e2ltogether unknown. There really

was no second nepotiatinr committee, A1l the people said thet their

v representatives were already ohogen and were in the stockade., We had

'no election 1like thmt in out block.

I heard the boys were already working in the warehouse.

Manzanar People

There hesn't been any affect from the Nanzener people coming in,

It seems the Administration are afraid of them. They had a riot over
\

there, you know, They've gotten very good consideration if you ssk me.
1

I think Gila had the raw deal, We were the last in here and when It came

to work, Gila didn't heve any. Manzanaer already rot work before they

-
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came in. Gila is too ai iet., I understand there are cuite & number of
people still in Menzanar who are éominz here,

The Menzenar people are reclly cromded, They get three beams and
two or three people are supposed to get in thet, For s few months or

so you oan be crowded. But when you don't know when you're leaving,

it's very hard. I think the Manzanar people ere trying to get better

rooms. They say more people are coming from Gila or Manzanar asnd from
every other center, They can't crowd all those people into three blocks,

The camp is so big now that if they make it bipgger we're going to
have to have trolley osrs, so we can get from place to plsce,

Everybody says lir . Robertson is the only good one here,

4 ok ok e ok e ok ok oK of 2 ok ok ok ok ckeok

Faticchr

I now attempted to call on my informantpI, and my block manager Is

brother, but found neither at home. Being near the address of one of
the high school students whom some of the Gila teachers had asked me to
contact, I decided to call on hgr. This young lady proved to be working
in the office of the Coordinsting Committee.

I went theré; the usual strained silence on the part of the 10
boys in the outer office greeted my appearance, I asked for the young
lady and one of the boys went to get her. When she sppeared w& chatted
for a few minutes, she regarding me meanwhile with & steady amazed
awe-stricken stare, The young men in the room talked only in Japsnese,
I then asked the girl if the would ask Wey Iwéhera to come out to see

me, May came out immediately. She said Akitsuki would be very glad to
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see me end would like to talk to me, sugresting thet she call me
tomorrow st the iAdministration Building and 1et me krow what time
would be convenient.

The ten boys, sitting, stsnding and lounging in the outer office
looked 8t me suspiciously. They ssid nothing, but were not rude. A1l
conversation was in Japsnese. I had ean interesting talk with these

boys two days later.

I celled next on Mr, Iwate whose brother had sent him s me ssage

(and some money) from Gila, He was rather i11 st esse, but made the
following remark:

I don't know personally. There is lots of persondl fee ling among
the Jepenese, As far es the management of the Tule Take Camp - a1}
right. But o few smong these people; they don't understand easch other,
They don't try to understend the other persons' point of view, If all
the people concerned try to give in a 1ittle, I don't know; but I
think thinegs would be better,

I next called on another relastive of & Gilen friend, Komurs,

The zentleman was not st home, but his femily, a wife and severa]l female

relatives received me most cordially. Being women, they said, they

keep out of politics; but they were very curious ss to whet was going

on in Gila, Wherever I have visited so far T observe creat glee over the
transfer of Pedicord. Sleath's good neme has preceded him. One of
Komura's aunts rushed out snd bought & dozen shel]l ornements. These

were intended for people in Gila., I was given first choice and thern the

names of recipients were carefully written down, The ornements were

wrepped carefully in kleenex and placed in the sections of en egg box.
While we sat chatting a messenger came to the door with a telegram

from Crystal City,telling of the desth of a male member of the family.

The older women received the news calmly; one did not understend. When




Rosalie Henkey
=T Tule Iegke

lNotes on Tule Take - WMarch 14, 1944

Komure's wife translated the telegrem the older woman turned to the

messenger bowed and sdid, "Arigato rozeimessu," I offered my services

and was asked to find where they would have to go to telegram., I did

this. v feullad T

fa,j(c_uu.l\.x. (/._,u R K A o ok ek

When I called af "I's" quarters, his wife told me thet he wes workine
at the mess, "as he has always wanted to do." The femily suggested I

return in the evening or on Saturday or Sundsy. I decided on Ssturdey.

Imet "I's" younger brother for the first time. He is just as fluent e

talker as "I". While we discussed developments in Gile the following
statements were made by "I"'s brother:
Dr, Padicord: Even the way he talks, curls his lips, I don't 1like,

It's like he was snarling at you, He's sure going to get his bald head
sunburnt in Gila.

The subject shifted to whet possible hope there was for bettering

the condit ions at Tule.

"I don't see & single thing thet could be done, The peoples’
confidence is gone., You pget one guy like thet in WRA., It doesn't
meke people hate just him; it's a reflection on a1l WRA. (Referring to
Best) The puys from Teupp liked Best, They said he wes understanding
and would meke a good Project Direotor, They said he was Best, the best.
Now they say, "Best, my foot!'"

Dai hyo Shat Kai:
4, first there was a group that went up to see Wr,
Best. They were refused; the army told them they weren't representatives,

Public Funerel:

That was the Kibei and the Hewsiian boys., I don't
think that was the Representative Committee, They didn't go just to
ask to be allowed to use the Auditorium. They just demended Y¥y and
rubbed Best the wrong way,

Representat ives:

The representatives were elected for the block at the
beginning of the year. They ret together and tslk things over, They
went up to try to negotiate with the army. But the army wouldn't
recognize them &8s block representatives., 9o the representat ives made
up 8 petition and had a1l of the people in the blocks, 211 18 of them,
to state that he was a real block representative, This was done after
November 1.
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Then they took the petition with a11 the names siecned, Then they
went to talk to Austin, But they didn't get any place. Some Fuys went

end hollered louder, They ret picked up. The 1loudest ones just got
vanked, that's a1, '

After November 4 - that's when a1l the perple started hollerine
about the Daihyo Sha and block representatives, etec. The funny part of
it is, in Janusry, right after New Year, they're poing to elect new
representatives, They had about six or seven nominees. Fina1ly one
wes €lected; he absolutely refused to be = representative in this bleck,
He's really a stubborn man. Here it is Merch and he hasn't represented
anything yet.

The Coordinat inz Committee :

Thet bunch is & bunch of inus, and Akitsuki
is the bigrest inu of them 211, He'll probably get his breins beat out
one of these days, That Coordineting Committee - T don't krow who e Jected
them or not, Akitsuki - people around here know about him, bhe used to
head the Coop during the trouble, WRA took rice here - prior to the
search Akitsuki and the big shots got together end sold the WRA rice in
the canteen to the people., They did this with rice end orsnpes. The
money they got from that they divided among themse lves,

They send out pamphlets., Tt's just a lot of bolony.

I know of a group thet has been trying to get a lowyer or a
bookkeeper to audit the Co-op books snd investigste into it, We know
graft like that is roing on. Akitsuki probably gzot word of it. It was
getting hot under the seat, so he quit the Co-op now.

Possible effect of another election:

Idon't think an election would
do any good anyhow, Whet do we want representatives for? They don't do
any good. Tgt us roam around here and feed us three times s day, We'll
wait until the war lasts. Nobody 1likes trouble, If they'1l trest us
like human be ings and not like dors, nobody starts kicking.

If they had had enough brains to kick aside the unreasonable requests
and settle the reasoneable ones, everybody would have been satisfied,

Manzanar :
1

(Gives me paper by Akitsuki) Thet's sbout Manzenar. That 's

the kind of thing an inu would write, That's reeslly sofe-soaping the
people .

"I's" wife: When Manzanar osme in, gee, they were treated good.

"I's" brother's wife: They got everything!

"I's" wife: My sister te1ls me, "Gosh, they got treated so good they
thought something was fishy."

"I's" brother: Thst paper ought to be signed, "(T,uakitsuki."
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WEGCOME MANZANITESSS

You have come here by your own choilce to join us, We weloome you
ag one of our own, We are indeed pgrefeful and heppy to receive you, We
fully realize that you heve gone through many @ heerte-breaking treils since
evacuat ion of three years ago.

¥en is o ourious enime), isn't he? ke seems to pive forth his finest

product ondy when orushed. He loathes poverty, fights disesses, ond svoide

wounds, tyranny, and oppression, Yet somehow only when these come, do the
rarest Clowers sppesr on the humen bush,

This world we 1ive in is formed on e layingeup plon, A11 of us ey
up somethinz, It is o great idesm to esgk onege1f, considering eny fet we
ere about to perform, not only whet will be the immediste rlessure in it,
but what sort of product we ere leying up for ourselves by it, Ve ore
eways coming into our inheritence from the pest deeds, in meking up our
minds it 4s we1l to toke into considerat ion whet heppiness dividend thet
transscotion is zoing to bring us 10 yeors - 20 yeers from now,

In order to make success of this Center 1ife we heve to keep in mind
two things namely: precedent ond future - beosuse success implies not only
sound remgoning, but also variable “sctor of how @ thing w111 work, which
is found out only by trying it, FHence the surest roed to success is to
use mixture of precedent snd initistive, Just how much of esch you will
require is metter for your judgment, To go entire ly by precedent you
become mosseback, Esch succeeding generat ion ecte the seme woy, There is
@ level of eficienoy but no propress, Frecedent , however, tends to carry
Fornord the ignorance end injustice of the pret, Precedent is the root,
independedt thinking is the branch of th: humen tree, Our decision must
conform to the sum of humen experience, Yet, there must be siso the fresh
green leef of present intelligence, In other words our reverence for the
post must be continually qualified for the reverence for the future,

None of us know how long will our stey in Tule Tpke be, A1l tuleens
have been trying to make 4t o better place to lis'sJundor the circumstence,
Yet they have no other desire than to 1ive in pesce and heppiness for the
duration, Our idesl is Utopim, Idea) of Utopis mey not be atteined,
however, we must strive to attein thet goel es much es we cen for idea] is
like o North Ster, Sailor never reaches North Ster, yet without North Stey
he ocannot come to the port,

We appen] to you, VANZANITESIY Now you ere 4n the ssre boet with us,
Iet's meke the best o it end lay up for the future heppiness,

Byron Akitsuki, Execut ive
Secretery of Co-ordineting
Committee .
&

Given me by "I's" brother, R.H,
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WEICOME MANZANITES''

You have come here by your own choice to join us., We we lcome you
as one of our own, We are indeed prafeful and heppy to receive you, We
fully realize that you have gone through many a heart-breaking trails since
evacuation of three years apo.

Man is o curious anime], isn't he? He seems to give forth his finest
product ondy when crushed. He loathes poverty, firhts diseases, and avoids
wounds, tyrenny, and oppression. Yet somehow only when these come, do the
rarest {lowers appear on the human bush.,

This wor1d we 1live in is formed on a laying-up plen. A1l of us lay
up somethingz, It is a great ides to ask oneself, considerine any sct we
are sbout to perform, not only whet will be the immediste pleasure in it,
but whet sort of product we are laying up for ourselves by it. We sre
8lways coming into our inheritence from the psst deeds, in meking up our
minds it is well to take into consideration whet heppiness dividend thet
transaction is going to bring us 10 yeers - 20 yesrs from now,

In order to make success of this Center 1ife we heve to keep in mind
two things namely: precedent ond future - beocsuse suocess implies not only
sound reasoning, but #1so varisble factor of how a thing will work, which
is found out only by trying it, Hence the surest road to success is to
usé mixture of precedent and initiative, Just how much of esch you will
require is matter for your judgment. To go entirely by precedent you
become moss-back. Each succeeding generation scts the seme way, There is
a level of efficienoy but no progress. FPrecedent, however, tends to carry
fornord the ignorance and injustice of the post. Precedent is the root,
independedt thinking is the branch of th¢ humen tree, Our decision must
conform to the sum of humen experience. Yet, there must be slso the fresh
green lesf of present intelligence, In other words our reverence for the
pest must be continually quelified for the reverence for the future,

None of us know how long will our stay in Tule Tpke be., A1l tuleans
have been trying to make it a better place to 1ive under the circumstance.
Yet they have no other desire then to 1ive in peace and heppiness for the
duration. OQur ideal is Utopia, Idesl of Utopis may not be attained,
however , we must strive to attain thet goal as much as we can for ideal is
like @ North Ster., Sailor never reaches North Star, yet without North Star
he cannot come to the port,

We appeal to you, MANZANITES'' Now you ere in the same bost with us.
Iet's make the best of it and lay up for the future heppiness.

Byron Akitsuki, Execut ive
Secretary of Co-ordinsting
Committes .

Given me by "I's" brother. R.H.
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Iate in the evening, while I listened to a detasiled description of
the moral and intellectual failings of the male members of the sppointed
staff, my room mate confessed that she too, had slways wished to go to
University "and meke something of herse 1f." She‘would have 1iked
very much to go in and look around the colony; but "thst was not

considered the thing to do here,"

Merch 15, 1944

&t breskfast, I sat with some friendly teschers who were discussing
their classes. <. remarked to one young teacher of Americen History that
1 did not envy her job. She said it was not so bed, She just let
the kids talk snd sey what they please, She made no attempt to justify
what the kids had been put through. "How could I justify evacuation?)
said she. A debate on the draft was scheduled. I promised to make
the attempt.

Wa lking back to our barracks, the convergation turned to the
search which the army had made in November, Another tescher remarked
that only certain teachers "who were known for their sttitude were

asked to come to the meeting. "They picked them well. &r, Herkness

took the attitude that you couldn't go egeinst the ermy. There wes

much d iscussion smong the teachers, but no one put it to the test."
(Tested whether they could be forced to participate in the search.)
During my three day state T have found at lesst 2 hs1f dozen
staff members who are more or less surreptiously sympathetic to the
evacuees, Ny neighbor, the laborstory technician, is secretive sbout

her sympsthetic attitude. Says she, bt 1 s they find out how you feel,
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they'11 start the war of nerves snd torture you till you ouit."
She is a Jewess.

Made my first morning call on Bill Nishino, my block manager's
brother. He was in & most informstive mood and talked unceasingly
while stuffing me with cake and cookies,

STATEMENT OF BILL NISHINO; Block Manaper

When & men marries into a family where there are a1ll daughters,
and marries the eldest deughter, there is en understendinz. I'm be ing
adopted. I'm responsible for my sisters-in-law ss if T were their
brother, This is usually done where there is a mutusl understending
between folks. You see, my mother and my mother-in-lsw are cousins,
(They are parallel cousins, daughters of two sisters.)

This might happen too where a femily ret to be good friends.
They may not be related, but one femily has 811 pirls and the other
811 boys. Here I'm Nishino. But in Japan, in the ststistics, my
name will go down as her name.

Events of last month

Since you left, quite a few psople have been
willing to go back to work. As far ss work is concerned, ststus-quo
is cracking, But some minority groups are much stronger.,

Those fellows in the stockade - everybody sirned their nemes
after November 4, saying these people are the true representat ives,
#s more and more say in here, we signed our nemes soying these men
are our representatives; it isn't right to eive in. The minor ity
group Cor status quo says, "If you let people out of the stockede,
everything will be a1l right."

In our block we had s meeting for mutual understending emong the
blook people not to say anything for or sgainst the status quo. I
told them, "It's no use talking about status oue and bring dishermony."
We hed en inspiring talk by Reverend Inouye, We 81] reslize the faot
there's no sense bearine e grudgpe against each other. But there are
a f'ew agpitators still existing., But they won t tslk out in publiec,

The major ity of' the people are against status quo but in the ir
heart they don't 1ike to see people in the stocksde.

Ihey haven't goined much confidence in Akitsuki. They don't
thank them (the Coordinatinz Committee) for anything., I'd still 1like
to know how they got in there. I went back to the paper which said,
“Ihe army end WRA will recognize the Coordinsting Committee."
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The Negotistinz Committee did not print much. There were meetings
between the lNegotisting Committee and the Block Managers. The Block
Representatives would come back to the block and state that the young
fellows - those in their teens snd 22 - were too hot tempered snd they
would like them to be quiet and decent, All the block representotives
came back to the block (ours is still in the stockade) and said for the
young people not to take matters into their own hands. This was right
after the farm acoident in OQOctober., .

T adtet ot

This is what I've heardﬂl After the Negotiating Committes - a
certain men, let's call him X., wrote out a petition in English, stating
that these nine people were not legally elected. He sent this to
blooks 16 and 17 and said to please sign this paper, He was turned
down very harshly. Then the Planning Boerd (the body of repressntat ives)
posted a bulletin saying, Kr. X. is an inu. If you work for the project
here, you'd find he's the key msn, He's standing pretty high now, snd
has the confidence of the Administration now,

X. did this because he is jeaslous, They didn't recognize him,
He's a graduate of = political school in Japan. e wanted to be a
member of the nine,

If these nine came out (out of stoockade) I think all this status
quo will just venish into the sir, If 211 the 125 come out bhe status
guo will forget everything.

Yemateni is the buyer of the fish merket for the Co-op. Way
back when I was 8 kid in terminal islend we hed a Japenese Cooperative
Fish Cannery. Ke was & member of this cannery, a shere holder. He
broke it up into benkruptey. Then he came back to Senta Maris Valley -
he and Miyake and Kono. They had a farm together end filed bankruptey
argain, A guy 1like thet shouldn't be a buyer for a fish market or
anything,

The Daihyo-she Kei were all elected after the segregess came in,
They were elected after the farm accident., The Daihyo Sha, the same
group, but temporary, went to ask for the funeral, The nine wers
¢ lected lster, November 1. Myer states, providing you people will zet
o committee to talk things over with the sdministration, we sare willinz
to negotiste with you. Then they elected the nine,

. The Negotisting Committee statine thet 811 the Administrative
Staff withdraw - thet's fentastic in my personsl opinion, If I was
runnine one of the Japanese camps &nd the prisoner of war tell me to
resizn, I don't think the Japenese wovermment would stand for it,

Manzanar:
They're 211 zlad they're here - but they don't 1like the
thinrs the Administration do for them. We've been here six months.

We haven't received broom, mops, or sosp. MNenzanar came February; all
veceived 2 new mop, broom, & cake of soap each person. What's the

1This may be Furikawa, TI'11 find out eventually. R.H.
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difference between these fellows and us?

Regardless of that they're (Manzanar) still gripinz out there now,
Jobs are scoarce; very few people are working, They say food in this
center is worse then it was in Manzanar. They say the Froject Director
in Manzenar was considered one of the top, There is no comparison with
Best.

The way they handle you, it makes you do it, Now these closets =
if you give me 2 closet I wouldn't want to go around stealing. But I
need one, so I have to steal, The Manzanar people, they had closets,
so they don't have to steal, They (the administration) gave them wood
and didn't zive us any}, I got & sled snd tore over, and I had to work
fast to get this amount. (Here N. pointed to & pile of wood in the
corner, about 2 feet high 5 feet long and &, side.)

Keadlse:
You know when Keadle used to get letters from Washington,
we'd come in there and find him reading them with s dictionary.

When I came in here I got & job, I didn't feel bad at all.
People who didn't get jobs felt swfully bad,

Second Negotiat ing Committee:

Some of the fellows put in the stockade
received rouch treatment, So they said, "We're going on a hunger strike."
That was Jammary 1. or December 31. Thet leaked out, So the fellows
still standing for status quo came around to each block in the morning

and said, we are zoing on 8 hunger strike., But at that time most of
the blook yrepresentatives had not been pulled in, They had a meeting

and came back to each block and said, "None of this is official." So
the hunger strike did not go into practice in the colony.

The WRA requested a second negotisting committee of igsei and nisei,
but they didn't get them,

It sure was funny. One of the Negotistine Committee was in the
washine room, dressed in s skirt and @ bandenns, washing away, while
they were lookingz for him, They pave themselves uv in the middle of
December,

Spanish Consul:

The Spanish Consul said, I can't do enythine ﬁxfept to
report to the Japsnese Government how things stand. he said, "I'm here
for the benefit of the issei, the natives of Jspen. He was here in
November - late November. The representative from the State Department
who was here at thet time, advised putting up the ijssei representatives,

There has been no attempt to get new representatives for the people.
I'hat shows ouite a mejority ol people are backing the status cuo.
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Seinen Kai:
At that time there was no Seinen Kai as there is at present,
At that time there were two or three seinen here - youth clubs,

They have a 650 membership at present, At Gila the Se inen FKai
was oppealed to at registrat ion, At present, the Seinen Kai had a
grand openine last Sunday on the open stage. Things which we 1like to
do for the center people is to keep peace and hermony end give
entertainment, They are entirely different from thHe Negotiating Committee,

As lonz as they give us proper food and decent 1living, I won't
squawk, Why don't we pet fresh vegetables. If the canteen can sell
fresh vegetables why can't the army or WRA get them for us, Here in the
mess hall you look at the menue and it ssys chicken. They give us
salt pork or corned beef. The system of the mess operations isn't
too good, When they have certein things on the menu, they should at
least send a correotion memorandum to each mess saying they will send
something in exchenge. Now they say they're having roast pork, and
macaroni will come in. In 54 we heve s wonderful cook. We do have
roast beef today (on the menu). Thet's wasting beef. He'll use @
1ittle for us and save the rest for hash. Otherwise we mirht have just
potatoes, macaroni and starch that day, but he'1l give us hash. 411
praise¢ him,

We never pet fresh vegetsbles. A week and a helf spo they started
coming in, but they djdn't have sny for 1% or 2 months., A1l we hed was
potatoes or beets. We're setting some lettuce now, Why couldn't we
get it when the canteen was selling it?

sk sk ke ok sk o kol ok o oK ok sfe o sk oK ok ok K

KUR THARA

I found Kurihara cordisl snd courteous 8s usual, ; had read
his srticle end was able to comment intelligently upon it, He said

he had sent his first article (which we have) to the Saturday Evening
Post end to Collier's, but they had refused to publish it. He said he
could understend their feelings, since this is & time of war, He
expressed himse1f as willing to enswer eny questions I asked.

I agked if the inu hs had remarked upon in his paper were as
serious a danger ss his statements implied:

The Administration absolutely ought to refuse to listen to them,
Any person accused by sny so-called inu, if a trial is held end the inu
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presents the case before them 211 and shows the person was guilty,
then I think it would help to discourage the inu. I believe the inu
are working here with the Administration to = great extent,

It is known throughout the camp thet the inu gave away the
negot iat ing committee, They sell their soul for a few pennies, They
make my blood boil.

The majoritK of the inu are now considered persons of low
charactex., On the other hand, we have a lot of loyal people here,

Probably they are here for the Administration to make use of them,
The Administration didn't have a place to send them till there was
room in the other camps, At present there are 400 0ld Tule Toyal
families here, That probably means about 16 hundred people.

In every case the Negotiating Committee who were € lectéd even
by & few hundred people must be considered the legitimate representatives
of the people. When I acted as one of the members of the Negotiating
Committee in Menzanar incident, we were selected by the kitchen workers,
They recornized us ss their representatives. There were quite a2 number
of block leaders attending the meeting. They also agreed to recognize
us as the Megotiating Committee, We negote ited with ¥r. Merritt,
He agreed. But when things went wrong and the shooting occurred, they
said the first Negotiating Committee was not the representatives of the
people, If we weren't, why did theynegotiate with us?

The Coordinating Committee:

Among those seven are several peopld whose
record is so black that I even flatly refuse to talk to them. Ny
profession is & public sccountant. I nearly sent him (Yematsni) to
jail for defrauding the company of $40,000 dollers, They have to use
force if they want to stay in their positions, There are others too.
The Administretion doesn't krow their past. If they find out, they
should be dismissed.

The iAdministration is meking use of the people in the Co-op.
They are very much hand in hand with the Administration now.

Right now the co-op is in a sad spot in this camp, The Co-op
is charging an exceedingly high prdee. It isn't necessary for them
to charge such high prices. Prices in some cases are so high it
seems ridiculous. They have a mop-worth 15 cents, even today it
could not be worth more than 25 cents at Woolworths. They ere
chereine 55 cents. For an aluminum teapot which used to cost 25cents
and is probably worth 50 cents now, they are cherging $ 1.25.

F3ish - the merket prdoe at that time (pre -cvacuation) was 19 cents
a pound; they are selling it at 65 cents & pound, They sre simply
robbing the Japanese here. The prices of things are so hirh end tha_
cost of operations is so cheap: rent is cheap, they have such gquantity,
they pay such fittle salaries; there is no reason prices should be so
high.
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Before the war, shoyu (soy sauce) imported from Japen used to cost
$1.75 cents a gallon, Here for ordinary shoyu they charge $2.15 to

$2 .85 cents a gallon,

arrival of people from Tsuppe:

We arrived here December 6, We were to
be trensferred in October, They had trouble here and they kept us in
Ieuppe till further notice. We left there December 2. snd got here
December 6, We were put in the stockade and released the 9th, The
trouble was here way before,

They connected me with the start of the trouble here while I was
in Teuppe, 1t was in the San Francisco Chronicle] I wanted to know
the facts., Best, Robertson, Colonel Meek and Austin were there. I
said if T were the instigator of the trouble here while I was in Isuppe,
I should be a general,

e ok e e e e e e o ok ok

(£t this point one of Kurihara's room-motes came in. I explained
my presence and he joined the conversation, Evidently the fact that
Kur ihara trusted mey was sufficient for him,~) Said he:

At lioab, before we went to Tsupp, Best never talked to us for
8 week. When he did see us he always had a soldier with e tommy eun
et his side,

Public Weetinrs:

There are no public meet ings a 1lowed here now. But
in Nanzanar it was rorbidden to hold public meetings in Jepenese. When
lr. Best wes in Teuppe I suggested that if he permit the Japanese to
hold an open forum and pive them a chance to express their thoughts it
would help: He said, "I'm going to do everything they want." But he
changed his mind,

Theft of Ricse:

If we Japanese see & man commit & orime, we like to see
him punished. These people who stole the rice deserve to get the full
penalty. (Kurihara agreed that public sentiment would have supported
severe punishment of the boys who attscked Dr, Pedicord. Many other
evacuees have conourred in this opinion.)

Mr. Best:

The first fault with Mr. Best is that the yesses too e@ick,
I found thst out in s11 my conversations with him., Before I complete
my conversation, he says "Yes, I know; Yes, I know." 1I'd 1like to
know what he knows because I haven't completed the sentence.

And - a man thinks he has made & promise, Two weeks will pass and
he doesn't do anything, Two weeks later you go back and he Yesses you

Irhis is most atypical. On several previous occasions I have been on
intimate terms with a Japanese, but have had their best friends behave as
oircumspectly as if I were & complete strencer, i.e. Kondo.
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again, Unless people have eyes to see and observe him properly, they
will always teke it for grented thet he made the promises, I roticed
that in Moab and in Tpupps.

Kur ihara added that he had written s page on Mr, Best which he intended

to insert in the pesper he had written for us. But he had thought better
of it and had removed it. I did not think it wise to urge him to give

it to me at this time.

Talk witbh Yama¥hiro

I called next on Yamashiro, whom I had already been told had been
¢lected president of the Tule Take eombined Seinen Kai. He was not
at home when I called but his wife received me most cordially. She
offered to ret him if I had time to wait., I told her I would be glad

to wait, When he appeared I asked him sbout the Seinen Kei.

I ceme to this oamp December 10, This organization intended to

orgenize around November, There were about 52 delepates from every
center - two to five from each, They tried to roganize but November
1. incident made it impossible., The Seinen Kai couldn't be born at
that time: (1) because of this incident and (2) because some of the
people in the Negotiating Committee wanted the backing of the Seinen
Kai,
I talked to Robertson sndBest. They told me to do something about
jt. I tried to form it. I oalled it around early February., I put =
note in the newspaper and tried to get people to Mess 46. About 76
seinen ot tegather and wW¥f we disoussed, At the seme time the
G. Y. P. A, ocombined with the Tule Take Y, P. A, to make one orgepization.
(G.Y.P.A, and Seinen Kai are the same. Seinen Kei means youth orranization.)
Four or five other organizations combined at the same time, Then we
made & Constitutdén and hed a membership drive at the some time.

Now the cabinet of this organization, if they consider me as @
Ieuppe representative - it's more like s combined seven center Young
People's Association. Minidoke and Granada have not combined yet.
lhey sre a very smell group in this center.
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We are a pure non-political orgenization., We'd like to cooperate
with the Administration and have a better community here,

I don't think the people in the stooksde will ever be released.

This Seinen Kai, if we do pood to the WRA, people will think
we're 1nu, if we don't we get stuck in the stockade.

Nothing could be done to help this condition, My idea would be to
form the Community Council here - but we have no power. If o general
election were held in this camp, who's going to be & candidater T
won't. We wouldn't heve sny power.

I think if they give a few things to the people; "If you pet them,
they come to you. If you hit them they dispise you."

I was working in CAS up to Februsry 15. T suggested that they
let the people know how WRA thinks. I say, "Whot's the use?" I'm
fighting for the people; but no use, I resign,

The Block Managers were appointed by the Project Director, A

general election in six months would be a good idea, The supervisors
and the block managers get togethar end keep food, By e€lection would

only get six months. If they don't do it right, they could not be
¢ lected apgain,

Some block meneagers think the status duo is necessary. They pull
people their way, so the election goes their way,

I know the Coordinating Committee works herd. T respect them.
But T think status @ o arainst status quo will be & big trouble in the
future too,

If the Seinen Kai organizes the CAS will be dead. MNaybe WRA
doesn't 1ike it. 1T they had @ better head I'd work for the CAS,

A11 the wiser people stay back, If, s supervisor of the CAS, if
something happened, I'm going to be the first one to get & two-by-four .

While drivingz back from the colony I noticed some evacuees building
berracks near the stockade, They appesred to be guarded by armed puards.
T asked my Internal Security escort if they were stockade men, He ssid
no, they were ordinary workers, but they were wetohed by the armed

zuerd so that they could not communicate with the men inside the stockade.
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Iate that evening joined three staff members in conversation,
The subject turned to the account in the San Frencisco Chronicle
dealing with the sentencing of a Tule Take evacuee (or evacuees?)
for operating a still to make sake. One of the women, employed in
the warehouse, stated that she thourht it was = shame. In her
opinion, the still operator had been éncouraged by Caucssisns to make
end sell the liquor. She hed seen the staff members in the warehouse

with jugs of sake which they hed obteined from evacuees,

March 16, 1944

DISCUSSION WII'H OFFICERS OF CO-QP

I asked Yoshimurs if there were any written record of the
demends the Nezotimting Committee had mede of the Co-op. Said he:
“They did not present it written. It was s1] oral., T can't still
see why they tried to destroy everything 1ike thst. To me, what they
did was not constructive, just destructive,”

The Stockade:

I can only tell you my personal opinion., I suppose
some of the fellows in the stockads should be left out. A rood me ny
didn't mean snything - not knowing what the consequence was to be,
The rea] agitators - the leaders were nothing but agitators, They
should be kept there their whole 1ife ss far ss I'm concerned. They
%will only object to anvthing again. They just want to stert trouble.

Tkemoto: (Another Co-op of'icial, & young nisei) They're chronic
agitators,

Yoshimura: They tried to do everything for Manzensr., When we came in
here we were treated like criminsls, We were treated dirty. When
Ménzaney came in they were treated as prince. Even their stoves were
started already. They hed showers and everything.

Iwamoto: But don't you think WRA can't do something if they want to
do it!
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Yoshimura: When the representative committee ceme in to talk about
the demands (there were 5 of them) it wss more of their attitude than
their demands that made us feel bad. Right then I think I'm 4
sympathizing with the Administration. Their attitude was notiall
concilatory, I think they were inexperienced in negotisting, They
were running away from their objective; demanding snd makineg it
impossible to grent,

When the people came November 1, they ceme with thrests., The
people came en masse.

Iwamoto: There is one interesting fact: thet time once or twice

the Co-op went to the Headquarters of the lerotiastinz Committee ond
asked permission to open & store, So you could pusss how the situstion
was at that tive, '

Yoshimura: We didn'"t want to have any friction to this.

Iwamoto: They gave us a written order that time,

Yoshimura: They didn't have any right to order., They were supported
by everybody. Really, I don't think they were working for improve-
ment in the center,

There is a lot ol underground work being done by the supporters
of the Negotiating Committee, We found a pemphlet distr ibuted smong
the newcomers from Manzanar telling them the Negotiating Committee were
the real fellows mand the others were just ambitious fellows trying to
do something for themselves.

WRA tried to help the Coordinating Committee; but they're alow.
When the army works it works fast,

An importent fault of the Japanese people here - they don't pey
too much attention whom they elect towertsin offices. When you have
2 meet inz, somebody that has not a speck of brezins comes out and talk,
talk, talk, - he get's it (the position). In one of the co-op offices--
I don't see why thet man was elected.

I find out that the more responsibility = person hes, the less
he can talk interestingly to the crowd. You can watch crowd psychology

when you have no responsibility. TIn this center when you talk before
a big crowd, intelligence has nothing to do with it, If you make =

sensible speech, anybody calls you inu,

Iwamoto:

The mixture of No-Nos and Toyals in here is one of the main
causes for trouble. This policy of the WRA was trouble from the
beginning. The loyel people are troublesome, ZTheir mistake is not
being set. They look both ways,
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Tkemoto: I think they just think they sre not one of us.

Iwamoto: We don't spesk the same language,

Yoshimura: There are quite a few of the original Tuleans that are
still here - six or seven thousends. We ce1] them westher-satchers,

I think the present Tule Iske trouble was csused by bad advice
taken by WRA. You can blsme the status quo party people.

Iwamoto:
Don't you think WRA would 1like to have more loyal people
than disloyal?

Yoshimura: FHere is one thing I wish you would try to find out for
me: Why did the Spanish Consul say the nisei need not serve, Tt
seems to me that a man in the diplomatic office ouzht not say such
8 thing unless it were true, Will you find out for me?

Iwamoto:

When I spsak of this loyal group I hesitate to express my
free opinion. Yon't you think the policy of WRA wants people to say
Yes-Yes so they can £ill the fighting unit, then they can put them a1l
in the front 1line and wipe 211 the nisei out of America, What do you
think?

(I stated thet I did not believe the army and WRA's intention was
quite so fiendish as that.)

Some people say Yes=-Yes cnd then ssked for repatriation, If I
was in that division(WRA) I should say, he must say No-No before he
can repatriate,

In Gila, Captain Thomas put a statement in the paper that if you
didn't answer lNo, you could get 17 years in jail and a $10,000,00 fine.
I went to Mr. Terry. I represented ten people, I talked to Mr. Terry
end ssid, "Will we really go to jail for 17 years?" He seid, "If you
think thet Japen will win the war, you cen place your loyalty to Japan
or No-No. He said, "If you say No-No you don't have to go to jsil.

He seid it very clearly: "You sign No - you will be segregsted in
six months according to senate legislation. According to the federsl
1sw, reculation of justice, there is no Taw saying you will be fined
10,000 dollars or sent 20 years to jail."

T told my friends. They decided richt wey. When segregation
stert as Mr. Terry predicted, I am reslly surprised. T really respect
him for being frank with me like that.
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TALK WITH 4KIISUKE AND MAY TWEHARA

I went to this interview by Akitsuki armed with a great many
quest ions. Since, however, he and Mey talked to me in his office
with severs] other pedple within essy hearing distence, I could not
fee) free to ask most of them. I therefore settled for a conversation
of general deve lopments or the lsck of developments and & few pet inent
quéstions. Perhaps I am becoming sltogether too suspicious and
Japenesy, but I felt very ill at ease. The tension in the office is
great .
Akitsuki:

Some of the leaders have been released. They released

200 up to the 16 of March. There are still about 130 inside. Some
of those released have ziven us their backing.

I agked whether the interviews with detsined stockade interneass
had been he1ld in Japsnese and if any Caucasian hsd been present,
Akitsuki ssid they had been held in Japsnese and that no Caucssian
had been present. Only the soldier who had brought the men over,
and he had steyed outside.

I brought up the subject of the spparent dishsrmony between the
#dvisory Committee and the Coordinating Committee, the impression that
Nr. Huycke's actions were not altogether above bosrd. Akitsuki smiled
meaningfully snd looked at May. He ssid, "Perhaps I better not say

anything." Then, from a drswer he took a copy of the Coordinating ,

Committee. Here under February 18, was the statement that the Coordi-

nating Committee resented the statement that the Advisory Council had
reached the 1imit of its patience. The English was not clear. The

exact quotation was: "Committee resented 'Timit of patience on the
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part of the Advisory Council' This was hinted by Huycke in sn
ans legous statement."

Akitsuki then said that the Advisory Council has implied that
that the Coordinat ing Committee was bothering them too much over
trifling matters. Huycke had said to Akitsuki, "If I should come
home Jlate and my wife accused me of being disloyal to her - if she
keeps on doing that = I will truly do something to decieve her.
‘hink thet over!"

I asked what he felt the Coordinat ing Committee had accomplished
in the last month. Seid he, "Nothing whatsoever ."

I asked him if he and the committee had any idea how greatly
the general camp popul tion resented the courtesies and privileges
what had been granted to the Manzanar arrivals, He said that this
hed not been brought to their attention., (This, I believe, is very
significant, for it is scarcely conce ivable thet the Coordinating
Committee could be in close touch with the evacuee population, even
those not particularly in support of the Daihyo EEE’ and not be
conscious of this obvious snd almost universs] sentiment,) When I
remerked upon its importance, he said to Vay, "How meny times did I

bring up brooms and water pails at meetings? They ( the Administration)

1
admit they have everything ready in the warehouse. But they say the

brooms we have are not old enough. In as dirty e place as this, a

broom is all worn out in six months."

lRohertson told me brooms were not available,




Kosalie Hankey
24 - Tule 1ake

Notés on Tule Iake - iarch 16, 1944

I next brought up the subject of the presenceof the "Ipyai"
people. Akitsuki agreed they were a disturbing factor. "The peopls
who are undecided are the ones with families and a number of children."

On the subject of the prohibition of public meetings Akitsuki said,

"Public meetings are not prohibited now, They are sllowed; only one

has to have a permit for the use of the mess hall. They were
foebidden through November and December up to the 15 of Jenuary."

On the hunger strike in the stockede: "The search in the stockade
was December 30 and 31. They refused to go out for roll-cal1l," (This
reason for the search was corroborated by seversl soldiers with whom
I talked.)

Why Daihyo Sha members' names were orossed off the list:

L e O SO T N
"What I understsnd, they were considered most dengerous by the army;

even weé were not sure. The internees did not feel free to speak
because the dengerous men were present. The soldier stayed outside."
Here Akitsuki turned to Mey and remerked with a smile, "You remember
how the first internees scted when they came in (to the Administrat ion
Building), like cornered animsls. They wouldn't even sit down."

The Negotiating Committee: "The Nezotistinz Committee had
seventeen members members. Out of these seventeen there was only one
0ld Tulean. You can't altogether blame the Administration for not
recognizing them. An informer told the Administrstion they were seif
appointed. Nearly 50% of the population was old Tuleans and there
was only one old Tulean on the committee."

Akitsuki stated that as far as he knew, no effort had been made

to epprehend the boys who beet Dr. Pedicord.
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Promises made by the Administration: "The Nerotiating
Committee hed nothing in writing, A1l they received were verbal
promises, Another fault, they were not well organized, Even Shimizu,
when we talked to him, didn't know anything."

3 34 sk ok ook ok sk ke ok 3¢ ok ok ok ok ok 3

My police escort had had some errsnds to do in the colony and
bad told me he would cell for me at 3:30., Since I did rot feel entirely
free to question Akitsuki in his office, the interview ended by 3:00.
I waited in the outer office, Here the young boys louncing about
began to put on an act. The first cue was given when a boy of about
17 oame in sadly and remarked that he had only 11 cents. He had besn
to the Co-op but saw nothing for 11 cents. Well, said,he, he had

been workinz for only six weeks without beinz paid, so he guessed

that wasn't so bad. I sympasthized. The conversation turned to the

inadequate food. <‘he chief complaint was the rice shortage., One boy
remarked that at least three deys a week they zet no rice at a1ll.
fnother brought up the gripe of the boys who work on the nicht crsw
at the hospital. They bad been accustomed to get one meal at the
hospital (I gather thet hospital food is considered better than food
at the colony nesses). But now this had been cut down to a cup of
coffee.

Our conversation was interruptsd by the entrance of a younzr Japanese
in a state of great exoitement., He went to the younz man in charee
of the reception desk and began a lonz, excited tale in Japansse,
A11 T caupht was the term Housing depsrtment and the obvious fact

that yhe was very engry. Some of his remsrks csused laughter amonz the
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boys in the room. “inally s rapid "son-of-sbitch" appeared in his
monologue , sandwiched in the Japanese. Everyons looked ot me, I
couldn't help leughing and remarked, "That's not Japenese."

When this boy hed left, the conversation was resumed on a more
friendly basis. The draft in the other centers was disocussed and

considerable scorn expressed for those nho had said No and then

o
changed to Yes. I was ssked if I thought the No-Nos would be drafted.

I said I did not know, but thet I thourht it would be very foolish
if the attempt were made, A1l agreed that they'd go to jail before
they'd 7o in the army.

Before I left a nice looking well mannered boy slided up to
the table at which I was seated and took the chair across. He
asked me bashfully if I had not hed Eve lyn Hatansks working for me.
I said Yes, He then asked me to take her his regards.

The boys in this room impressed me as being definitely American
in their reactions - they all were able to speak Yapenese and they
may heve had education in Japan. But they reacted™ike nisei. The
presence of this nissi contingent in the outer office of the Coordinat=-
ing Committee is siznificant.l

CONVERSAT ION WITH QPIER

On first asppearance of the lNegotiating Committee: The Administration

was aware of a group, the representatives of it would come to talk

to Best, They didn't feel it was necessary to te1l the Administration
how they had come to sxist and who they were, They were pretty much
organized from the inside. Best challenged the committee with the
fact that there were no Tuleans on the committee.

1866 p. 51 of notes, Mrach 21 (Sub-coordinating committec).
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With 139 people in the stockade yet, relations are upset., They
can't relinquish thsir posit ion. They're innocent people.

Internal Security Spies:

nnterna1 Secur ity has two men who do
investiration., 1I'm worried. TIt's put me on the spot. They're
pretty bad, They're going to people and trying to force them to
talk,

Re lease of Epternees:

Re leases have been pretty slow, But there
was no start till 1ately because of WRA and Army maneuver ings.
Ihere were releases aImost f'rom the first. The army states now
that they want to release individuals. TI've heard some (army)
say that some individuals will never get out.

The srmy world go for one men and pick up four or five wommatss.
Best:
Best's mistakeg was not working w1th the Negotiating Committee

and calling in rhe army. I think he see's that now.

Failure of Coordinating Committse :

That is partly the fault of not
organizing the center, When we first contactsd indiv iduals some of
whom later became members of the Coordinating Committee, T had a 1ot
to do with that., Llhe staff in the Co-op had foucht the Daihyo Sha
Kai earlier, When they were first contocted the idea was to talk
over centar problems with them, You could talk with people who would
talk with you. The discussions were on how to organize the center,
Alternate types of organizations were discussed, wide perticipation,
spread controls. We were meeting with them back in December.

Organization now:

But there's a bottle neck on organization now,
both in Washington and in the center, When Best went to Weshington
at New Years he came back with a plan for secregating the tough zuys
from the others and 2 lot of threat procedures,

Da ihyo-Sha Kai:

It wes the nucleus that was free. Sugimoto was
the one found when they searched. F¢mura was mainly & messenger or
bodyguard for Kei. Both Kai and Kuratomi were free. Best had soms
wild ideas at the time, &De thought they mirht not even bs on the
project.

One of my men said a very smart thing the other day: "People
from each center are still flying their 1local colors."

Best says of the peopls here: "They're not resl people here,
At Vinidoka - there were people there,"
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Instead of recognizing the Neeotiatinr Committee o5 T said
hé should??7 he always mede a fanfare of the representat ive.,
He'd srgue with the committee about the meening of the word representative.

Opler stated definitely that he was not going to Jerome, that
he was diszusted with Best's tying himse ¥ up with the force and

striotness poliey of which Schmidt and his vastly increased polics
force and F.B.I. tactics are an exemple., and that his friendliness
and mixing with the evacuees was responsible for his proposed transfer
to Jerome. (The lsttsr does not sound quite lozical unless Best and
the army want no colony contacts at all., But then ¢¥¢¥ why send up
Brown?)

fig wos enthusiastic about the way his staff is increasing - he hag
orders to hire twenty people (to increase employment) and has one

boy workinz lrd on Japanese art, or something 1ike thet, asnother on
frustrations in center 1life,

MARCH 17, 1944

This morning I attended the 11th crade hirch school class

to which I had been invited., I decided to test whether I could get
into the camp without an escort. (Interns] Security thought I shouild
be able to get in alone, since I was going only to the school,)
I approached the sentry and told my story. He took me to his corporal,
The corporal said that Internal Seourity didn't have anything to say
about it, but he saw no reason why I ocouldn't go in.

1 arrived at the class about 15 minutes lste. I had not been
introduced and quietly took a seat, A debate between eight or ten
nisei was in progress, subject: Should the loysl nisei serve or

refuse to serve in the army. Some of the remarks and arguments were




=29~ Rosalis Hankey
Tule Iake
Notes on Tuls Iake - March 17, 1944

price less that I could not resist makineg notes, This was soon
noticed by one of the students, who asked the teascher, who that
lady was and what she was writing down. I made & short speech
explaining the aims of the study, struggling with the handicap of
mild laryngitis., The speech seemed to zo over, the class took a

vote as to whether I might stay which was carried unanimously.

ITater the class asked me Q1 estions, Some of them were pretty tough.

What did I think was going to bs done to the people 1sft in the
Relocsation Centers? What did I think about the draft? What did I
think about the fact that the nisei were being drafted and purposely
being sent to the front lines to be killed? I shall not record my
answers here. Aftser class was dismissed, two of the boys stayed

behind and we chatted; one wes from Gila. He apologized for the
Class' first attitude toward me, He said he had wanted to zo to the
University of California too.

Attitudes expressed in the debate:

The people say they're loyal; they ought fo fight.

But the peopls who went to reloocate and went to establish homes,
they didn't feel like getting drafted. If they thought they were
goine to be drafted, they would have stayed in camp.

If they do go to the army, they will be the first to go to the
front and they'1l just be made fools of. They send the nezroes and
the Japanese to the front first. (Applause)

Ihey say they're fighting for #merican snd for equal rights; but theylre
(U.S.) violating these rights.

The U.S. should let them work in factories.
If they go out from here shouldn't they fight for these families?
If they're dead, what do they have? If they zo out and die, all right.

But they put them in the front lines end they come maimed and handicapped
and desor iminated against. What then?
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If the nisei are drafted in this way snd come back orippled, I'm
condider ing that people on the outside will zive them another chance
like a dog with a bone, If they believe that much in this country,
they should fight for it, '

Sure, they'1l fight, if they have eaqual rirhts!

Lhey are not allewed in the navy.

Why did they relocate under those ciroumstances?
Most of the nisei who went out were money crazy.

If the boys really knew they'd have to go out to the army, they
wouldn't heve rone out,

If they took the chance of going out, why did they take the chance?
I heard e couple of fellows saying, "We'1ll heve to take the chance."

Is there any proof of segregation in the army? I know many Jaspanese
boys who went into the army end were treated well by their fellow
soldisrs,

And I know (Japsnese) so ldiers - instesd of officers putting stripes
on them, they take them off (laughter),

When the white man does something good they put stripes on him, but on
the nisei they take it off,

My friend went into the army end passed the examination to take
officer's training. They wouldn't let him (ro up for training).

Since we've been talking about it, you tell me what good thing hes
heppened to the nisei. Nothingl

They went outside..sees
Is that a good thing?
They profited. You can't d¢fd¥{e help desorimination. Lhst's only

natural,
ok ok koK ok 4 ok ok ok ook ok ok ok ok

This afternoon Opleér confided to me thet both the Bmpsror's wers

" said Opler, only it's supposed

on the project. "Myer?" said I. "Yes,
to be sewret." An hour later my pleasant Internal Secur ity Escort

confided the same information. He said he hed heard that althouch the matter
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was conf idential, the Japsnese knew about it this morning., (Iater I

heard the Coordinatingz Committee - althouzh they were not a1 pcosed to be

told of Myer's presence, had asked to meset with him on Saturday morning.)

e KoK o ok e o ok ok ok ok ok o ok ok ok

BWmck, Best and Dillion Myer arrived on the project this mornineg,
This news wss supposed to be kept most confidentis], but I heard that it
hed leaked out to the evacuees in o few hours, At the lunch table, it
caused 8 considerebls flurry. Several individuels voiced the hope that
the incident thet esccompsnied the director's last visit would not be
repeated, T heard through the srapevine that Myer was to spesk in the
Caucsasian Dining Hall at 7:30. I cajoled my hypochodriac roommate into
going so thet I might slip in innocently as her zuest, However, I doubt
that snyone would hsve objecyed to my presence. The attitude of the
Tule Take staff towsrd me and toward the study is infinitely more zracious
and cooperative than at Gils,

Best opened the proceedings by complimentinz the staff on the
success of the war bond drive and stating that he was sorry he had missed
the staff party of Saturday. After various other compliments he introduced
Myer .

Myer's first remerk was to ask if the loud speaker wos the same one
he had used on November 1., He said he had been agked repeatedly by the
Dies committee who owned the public address system he had used on that
day. But these investigstions, said he, had been most 1y good-natured
rough and tumble, snd did s 1ot of good. Dies hesrings had to be
eéxpected snyway, 2bout twice a year,

He continued: the most significant event in WRA, since the Tule [ake

trouble has been the Selective Service for nisei. This was a ma jor

turning point in the WRA prosrem. Since lovember the situation had been
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growing much calmer on the Pacific Cosast. The Selective Service action
was chief 1y responsible for this chsnge. Up to date the results had been
pretty zood. 1In 211 centers 862 boys hsd received not if icat ions, two
from Tule Tske. There had been ten volunteers and19 hold outs. Seven
boys had been arrested, some had relented, Twelve hold outs at Heart
Mountain had not yet been taken in by the U.S. Marshall, This selective
service is @ most importent event in the lives of those evacuees not at
Tule Imke, and some of thyose in Tule Iake. I've been working fof it
gince July, 1942. (As Myer proceeded it became increasingly apparent to

me, why the evecuees had called his statements during the November trouble

"soft-soaping.")

The Washington office knows what you people in Tule TIske have gone
through, Tt is sppreciated. We have heard s Jlot about the thoughtful
things done for the lanzanar people, This was the extrs needed touch.

We congratulste you.

Of course, our mejor object now is re location. With the new yesar,
it hes been stepping up. There were 350 the week I left Washington. I
think by the 1st of April we will hit 500 a week, the [igure we hit
last April. The program is running sbout as we hed anticipsted. Jore
than half of the younz people have relocated, (Amer ican citizens) The
big job now is to move the femilies., e have hed some success. When the
bees and the birds come back and the pull of the soil begins, it will pieck
up. I think WRA hes pesssed its worst orisis, assuming we don't have another
blow up. I feel more confident sbout Tule Take than ever before, Things
are on the besm now. Everything's goingz to be al) right, Onoce I decide

I have the rirht people in the right placs, 1'11 support them.
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Mr. Best now oalled for questions. When there was no immediate

response, he said, "Don't be afrais; speak right up." The first question

was asked by 0'Day, the Veblinrreading, "pink" ststistician.

0'Dey: "How significant has the drift back to csmp been?

Myer: There hss been very little of it, A while back- for several
months - there has been s total of 800. This is very g#small in
proportion., There are 90,000 people in camps and 20 to 21,000 on
seasonal or indefinite leaves,

Questim : What is the prospect of more exchanges?

Myer: I don't know, I think there is a possibility ultimately. The
Tule Take incident of Nov. 1 zot peoplde in this country end in Congress
to understand that we were dealing with a delicate internatioral question,
As it stends now, the civilian camps in Japen are stil]l handled by people
who have been in the Consulor service in this country. This is better
than if they were handled by the military.

Quest ion: How many people are still to come into Tule [ake, and why are
many still coming when segregation is supposed to be over?

Myer: I don't know snd probably never will know how many will be
serrerated, I don't know whether a1l of them will be moved to Tule Ixke,
Our best estimete of those to be segregated now is 3,500 to 3,600 people.
Here there is room for only 1,800. The chances are that the actual
movement will be in April or Msy before we close the Jeromse center,
Tentative 1y, we sre clsnning to send Jeroms, fHesrt Mountain, Gramada

and some other centers to fule Iske., The chaneces are that will be the
only movement for some time to come, unt il we cet some of the peopls

out of Tule Iske who are elizible to lsave,
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Question: Can't you stop us petting any more people from Jerome?

Myer: (Iaughed and stated that the people coming From Jerome will not be
so bad,)

Question: Whet is the chance of the expatristion bill passine?

Myer: There is a pood chance,

Wuestion: What is the resotion in the central states to sending

the Japs there?

Myer: It is generally very cood. (At lencth)

0'Day: Whet sconomic status do the relocat ing evacuee get?

Myer: On the whole they are not getting the best jobs. But they are
pettinz normal wage retes (at length). In most places they are going
into the unionms.

Myer added that the next budget for July, in which 44million dollars
had been asiked, had been cut only to 40 million one hundrsd thousand
dollars. The 44 million had been bassed on & 90,000 populstion as of
February 1, 1944, while the 40 million was on the basis of an 85,000
population,

There were.no more cuestions and after brief thanks, and the state=-
ment that at the last occasion when director Myer wss present, Best had
felt - we1ll, he did not want to say how he hed felt - we1ll, humiliated,

the meet ing was adjourned,




-35- Rosalis Hanksy
Tule Take

Notes on Tule Take - Maroh 17, 1944

CONVERSATION WITH ODA (Block msnager. 01d Gils friend)

The Spanish Consul said he had no power to take part in this dispute.

THE REPRESENTAT IVES:

In this block I think they held a meetinz and

sppointed a man for block representative, They thouzht he was capable,
But some blocks €lected them, There were 63 representatives in the
organization., The Council elected and appointed 9 representatives.

I think if the people were relessed from the stoockade, the people
(zeneral population) would like it. 1In our blook there are still four
people to come back.

Position of Block Manager:

My Jjob is much easier every day. It cets
easier and easier, 1I'd like to know more different information that will
help the residents. When we 7o to the centra] meetinzs, there are nothing
but complsints, asking us to take thincs to the WRA,

I keep every word of the central meetings minutes.

But kost of the sugzgestions we send up, we send to Civie, 1808 B -
richt next to the Coordinsting Committee office.

The Central Meetings consist of the 7 ward chairman. Since llanzanar
cameé in there have been eizht wards; each ward has nine or ten blocks.
Each ward elects a ward chairman and seoretary. These ward chairmen gzo
to the central meetinz. Ward meetings are held every Thursday, and central
meetings twice a month. We have had the same system since camp started.
I don't know the inside,

Oda showed me & diagram:

CIVIC ORGANIZATION

Ward 1,Ward 2 etc, up to 7.
blooks 4,6,6,13, eto.

This chart is just for the block managers. Each block has a block
menager and & block council of five or six members. These members
assist the block manager, There is zood cooperation. I heard that other
blocks here have trouble but the there's not any in our block.

The residents here don't know about the Civie Organization, I don't kmow,
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Merely we received notices [rom the Civio Orzanization and we send regular
weekly reports to them, But I don't know,.

Ipok of TInformation:

The big trouble in the center is lack of information.
I'd 1ike to ask the Administrstion to give good definite information

which will satisfy the residents, If the block manager gets cood
informetion it's easy to handle the blook sffairs, '

I'm sure they (the people) had s cood experience in the lagt thrae
months and don't want any more trouble,

Ioyal People:

I'm sure the removal of the Yes-Yes people would be a zood
thing.

Boys in Stockads:

They took a person and his three roommates here. Only
the roommete was there the night of the incident, But his three roommates

were just living with him, But 8 bachelor can't live by himse1f in one
room. Lhey keep taking people into the stockade,

March 18, 1944

Talked to an unident if ied evacuee in the outer hall of the Adminis-

tration building - an Internal Secur ity Warden, I believe. We talked

for some time on the state of comp, He said that the Daihyo Sha hed

existed before, but first mede itsell public after the farm incident.

Paid three courtesy calls this morning, seeing two youns =zirls on
the request of Rev, Yamssaki and the "dreadful Sakamoto" brothers at the
request of Miss Butterfield. ¥Yamasaki waes interested in the girls because
they had 1ived in hisblock and were excellent studsnts, He hopsd they
mirht be induced to relocate and attend university.

At the home of the first, Emiko Adachi, I found only her father at
home, HLe ssked me curtly and suspiciously why I wanted to see her.
When I explained, his sttitude changed immediately and he ran off to school
to fetech her. TWhen she came, she and her mother and I gossiped about
Gila, rejoiced over the coming of Dr, Sleath and smypathized with the

Gilans for having to take Pedicord. Tike 811 the colonists to whom I
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have spoken, Emiko #sked how the Yilans were takine the draft. She
expressed the almost universal Tule attitude that it served them richt.
They had said Yes-Yes, said they were loyal, and now thyy had to take the
consequences, Emiko wes very happy over her present work as assistant
teascher to the first grade Jepsnese school. She didn't know whether

she knew enough to teach, but she got 8 great desl of pleasure out of it.
It gave her something to do, She thanked me for Yamasaki's messaze, but
seaid that bhe did not intend to leave Tule, even if she oould.

At Kozuko Kewaksmi's home T was received just as courteously. Her
father and mother were present and the same attitudes over the draft and
over Dr. Pedicord's leaving were eXpressed, Frere I was given a lovely
she 11 ornament for myself and one for Wiss Sheldon, of Gila.

With some tepridation I next cajlled on the Sakemotos. Miss Butter-
field had apreared very enxious over their bitterness and had wanted me to
cal]l just to see how 1ittle blind Kéﬁgo, in whom she had taken a special
interest, was retting along. None of her letters hed been answered, I
knocked on the door and was told to comé in. T opened it and asked
permission, Then I found that the only occupsnt was a blind man, Kenzo's
older brother., Tater he told me he had lost his sizht wrestling,

He asked me to sit down. I explained my errand., He said Miss

Butterfie1d was a nice lady. Joe Saksmoto has studied abroad and in Japan.

I explained the origin and sims of our study. From this we passed to

a disocussion of world sffairs, the stupidities of Csaucasians, in zeneral,
and the mighty spirit of Japan. Joe had once corossed the ocean on a boat
where & group of Germans had been fellow passengers, He admired the German

people and their spirit. These passenzers had marched round and round the




-38 - Rosalie Henlkey
Tule Iake

Notes on Tule 1ake - March 18, 1944

deck singing the Germsn Nations]l Anthem., He thourht the Germans were

o fine people, We disocussed Spangler and his theories. At this point
another brother came in, He explained that none of the boys would feel
the way they do if it were not for evacuation., They would have been zlad
to fizht, if they had been considered equal, Now they were changed.

Joe interrupted, sayinr he wes not going to Japan because he was bitter,
but because he hed no money here sndhad no chance, Neither of the
brothers had any spmpathy with the nisei who are beinz drafted., They,
said Jog are like a fellow who chases two zirls - he'1l zet neither.

g added the Japanese proverb: [it® WO o mono wa itto wo esu., "He who

chases two rabbits, loses both." As the oconversation continued, Joe, as
poccasionally happens with repatriates whom I interview, threw out a few
subtle insults, insinuating thet I was probably an inu or an F, B, I.

investigator. "If I met picked up now," he said,"I'1]1 send them after

you with a hatchet." T lsughed, and gave him my address, so that he would
know where to send the avengers if he were picked up. 'Here's hoping he
isn't piocked up.) The other brother remarked thst after the war, people
like me mirht be pretty well off, since we might be able to indulge in

profiteble trade, I disavowed such ignoble aims, and stated thot I was

doing my job to write & true historical sccount and, if I did not tell

the truth, losing my self respect would be sufficient punishment. Joe

spolorized for his remsrk about inu and four legs, ssying that he was

just kidding.

Before I left I thanked him for inviting me in, stating that many

Amer icans, who had suffered nothinz from the Japanese, would not have

shown him similar courtesy. He invited me to come back whenever I chose,
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He ssked me to bring him ® sood oigar when I came bsok, because he

ofn't get them in cemp,

sk ko ok ok ok ok ok ko skl ok ok

TALK WITH I 7 afie teetis (’54'531“ b ’)

Akitsuki: He's more or less the gFuiding hand in the Coordinating
Committee business, William Maeda is head of Civic Organization; he
lives in 32 block snd there's Frank Kewaii here, of Housing. They're
#1] placed in strstegic positions here. They've always been here. A1l
these fellows are not on the Coordinating Committee. But I'm absolutely
positive they belong to that group., dJoe Nakao, the one who is supposed
to be the Senior Steward of the camp; Sej Mooroks, a sullen type of man-
he seems to be Hewaiisn born.,

State of Nesg:

I got nosy the other day and went throuch the files.
The people in here are supposed to be allowed 45 cents a day for food.
We're getting 20 cents & day now - ,2083 if I remember right,

Another very interesting fact was personnel mess here had their
figures set st ,1190 per meal., out I think it's falsified. When
certsin foods sre delivered to the personnel mess, they seem to he so
high and mighty, why nobody condescends to sign for the darn things. And
without the signature you cen't prove delivery., It seems to me they
(WRA 4. P.)are gettinz WRA food, and gettime it at cost zero.

iy younger brother works at the personnel mess. He geta & pper
there, Since he started to work there in one month they've served turkey
three tires. They had swiss steak too, and sliced pineapple and coktare
cheese salad, You cen't tell me you can get all that stuff on that amount
of money,

It's pretty disgusting to sit in thet damn office and here them
talk about chicken and turkey and we walk back to work ten blooks and
sit down to corned beef and salt pork,

l'hey have two types of corned beef in the butoher shop. One they
call dry pack and the other wet pack, The dry m ok costs 15 a 1b, and
the wet pack 187 a 1b. Ever since the day I started to work, the
personne ]l mess has never used the dry pack; they're always breaking open
barrels to get. the wet pack,

Mr. Atsinger, one of the Assistant Project Stewards, he says use the
dry pack first because the wet pack will keep indefinitely.

Hayward is all right,

Personally I think if Best was kicked out and Robertson got it, it
would be the best thing.
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If they tear down the fence, not a person would wander sway,
This is home, such as it is, Tt's a1l we've known since evacuation,

Feés 1ingy towsrd the Administration hesn't changed at a1l. The
only thing that has changed is that pecple in the center have more or
less realized thet to try to zo against the Administration would be
hurting themselves. They're getting smsrter,

More or Mess:

It's just to » point here - you take the mess divis on,
Joe Bellow seems to be quite 8 decent sort, As far ss chanzineg the
food, I don't think he'd do much about it. But at least he seems to
be aite cooperetive and sympathetic, While Archie Foss and Atsinger and
Kirkmen snd Charlie Hoover = a]1] of them are connected with the mess.
With the exception of Bellow and Haywsrd, 811 the rest of them have
very definite anti-Jepsnese feelings. With a group 1like that controlling
any division you cen't do snythinz for the Japsnese. They sot the
attitude here, we just hand out food because we can't starve 'em,

The work situstion:

Ta lking aboht opening up the farm and that would
inorease work, TIt's not that they're trying, They're goinz to hsve
people work or else!

JOe Bellow has just come to the point where he can't stand the
company of the others sanymore, He's spplied for a transfer., "Confidential-
1v," ¢he says; he wanted to 2o to Gila to work with Keadle, He asked
what T thoucht of Keadle, Fsr be it from me to hand out bouquets., I
told him exactly what I thought of Keadle. So Bellow says, "I'11 have
to remember that when I go down there." I said, "It seems sad that a
person like thst should be st the hesd of a dividion," Bellow said,
"You'1l find that true of a1l the centers."”

Bellow said, "It's a1l pBlitics. Take for instance ¥r. Hoover here.
Well, Wr. Hoover seems & very sble man and 211 that and also he is a
commissioned steward in the meritime service, But after fff associating
with him, he definitely got the impression that h& had never gotten any
farther than the 4th grade, It impressed me that a fellow (they are both
Assistent Project Stewsrds) should tslk 1like that about a fellow worker,

The "Ioys1" People:

1007 of the inu are of the loyal bunch, I wouldn't
be surprised if Akitsuki and thet bunch sre all loyal. There is a zirl
who works at my office. She scts 1iks an inu. This is how I suspect.

I told her, "You know, there sre a lot of inu in camp" 4nd she said,
"Is that so, but it's better not to say snythinz." That's how I know,
Now the natural resction would be, "Who are they?"

Msnzenar Treatment Compared with other Serrecants:

The facilities in the
new ares, They have everything porocelain; mirrors over every porcelain
fixture, 1In this areas the men's latrine is nothinz but a trouzh; they
leak on the floor and the stench is terrific, The sinks are leakinsz. The
plumbing is so bsd they're ajlways plugged up.
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Daihyo Sha:
T What you call the blook representatives always existed
¢ven previous to the trouble, Out of those tlmt were representatives,
a 1ot relocsted and new comers were elected to take their place. Tt's
cuite possgible that at the time of the trouble men were &lected, But
there were quite = few 01d ones and that's one of the reasoms why the people
got so burnt up. The name Baihyo Sha was first heard after the trouble.
(farm incident.) R

In the beginnineg the Daihyo Sha was the 1iteral Japanese translation
of the Negotimting Committee which the representatives cal®md themselves.
I'm cuite sure they took on the name immed inte 1y after the farm incident.
Under that title they tried to carry on the first negotiat ions.

It was definitely decided by block consent to attend the funerail
and make it 8 regulsr project-wide affair, by the Negot iat ing Committee,
I'his wes before the nine were selected., They were probably from the newly
€ Jected bunch from other centers, They mirht have been roon-squads but
they were representatives,

Second Nepgotisting Committee:

They put in their bid after they vanked the
first representetives after November 4, but before the important four had
given themse lves up., <‘hey were very radical. That same mroup went to
see the Tule Take Coop. By December 6, the orzinal Daihvo Sha was just
about shot,

Draft Notificstion:

I got 8 notice from my selective service, They wanted
to know my address and my oresent draft board. I filled it in, Thag's

what a1l of us fellows are going to do. We'1ll £1i11 in everything we rat
until they tell us to come for a physical, Then we won't report, I

fizure on staying here as lons 8s I can. There were a few fellows in

our camp (Gila) who were ysnked during refistration trouble, They were

sent here, [hey actually didn't have time to rezister for repatriation
until after the 20th of January,

Dismisse] of Night Boiler Man:

. Here's one thinz I want to find out, It
gets plenty cold here until the middle of May and June. They have
dispensed with ths nizht boiler man, They way I get it from former
residents hers: They had & bliler mean here until May (last year).

Here they dispense with him in Msrch.

Spanish Consul:

Anybodv was invited to the meeting with the Spanish

Counsul. It wes open to the publiec, But the army presided over the meeting.
The Consul always hed Cept. Hartman sittinz beside him, He couldn't say

too much, A1l the answer the consul zeve at that time - there wasn't
anything definite ssid, They were all more or less suppositions or

promises,

Ask the block managers if they have any stuff on file as to promises
mede to the Daihyo Sha Kai,
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Food

Fresh vegetables started to come in two weeks aso, At the presant
time exactly 243 cans of strins beans #10, and 184 cans of peas are on
the shelves., T know becsuse T've looked. That's 211 there is besides
8 little canned corn.

If you rive & Jspanese rice and veretables and you can just about
out out anything else, 4nother thing the all-seeinz fathers here ocan't
s€€ is: a Japenese prefers pork to beef, It never ocours to them.

There oare six people sgainst Hayward,

The main reason I'm working where T am is T want to find out exaot 1y
whet is going on in the food situation, what the Caucasians eat, where
it comes from and what's paid for it, I want to compare that with the
mémsly 20 cents the Japanese are getting in here,

Draft:

A pgood ninety percent of the fellows I've talked here, they say
they' 11 string along with the Seleotive Service Board until they get their
notice for physical exsmination, Then they won't appear, That's how T
feel. If I'm zoing to zet yanked I'm zoing to string it out as long asg
I can,

LR E RS EEEEE SR E ST

Set next to @ telephone operator at dinner - a }iss Moreno. She had
previously worked at Ieupp and greatly admired yr. Robertson, Hear ing
thet I was from “ilas she saskedme if T knew Yamasaki, T recalled him as
having been sent to Teupp for defscing the segreration ovoster in the
hospital, She said he had been one of the nicest boys at Isupp. Everyhody
liked him, he ran the ocanteen there. He was one of the sweetest boys she
had ever known. A few days latsr I had ocoasion to talk #¥ to lir,
Robertson and brought up Yamasaki, Both Robertson and his wife apreed
he was a splendid boy, very idealistic - overly so. Robertson said he
would not be surprised if the Gila rumor that Yamasaki.had taken the
bisme for an action committed by others were true,

e ok ok ok ok ok ko oKk koK o ok ok ook kok

After dinner my new room mate entertained heyr soldier boyfriend, The

boy friend snd I begen & discussion of the Japanese, and their characteristics.

he said one thinz he couldn't understand. The soldiers would ret after

one Jap and give him hell for seomthinesdin the stockade and this one
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(rettinz hell) would not bother to warn another some distance away

who was doing the same thing, Lhis surprised the soldier. On the other
hand, on oneoceasion (I found out later this was before the hunrer
gtrike in the stockade) one of the men in the stockade answered a

soldier back, telling him, "You wouldn't be so brave if you didn't have a

gun. If you didn't have thst run T'd kil] ?oufl the soldier told the

boy to met over into the tent stockade, two tents inside a hirh fence,
where, as the soldier said, "It was colder then hlazes." "And ," added
the soldier, "any of the rest of you who want to mo with him just step
Corward.," A11 of the fifty or so Japanese standine about stenced

forward, The two tents oould not accommodate so msny men. "Get baok
there you _ ," said the soldier. This incident took place December

30 or 91,

March 19, 1944

I had made an appointment with ir. Robertson for this Sunday afternoon,
having promised to do what I could to collect svacuse attitudes on the
means by which rapport betwsen the Administration and the evacuees could
be improved, About 11:30, while I was going over my notes, Mr, Robertson
cémé to my room and ssked me if T would object to Dillion liyey be ing
present st this talk, I said I had no objection, but naturailly, would
not feel so free to express myself frankly. So Robertson and I went overp
to the Ad, Buildinz and talked about 2 half hour while waitinz for lyer
to finish & meeting. Robsrtson sdmitted that he knew the status of the
Coordinat ing CGommittee was low. Althourh he was somewhat surpr ised that
they had received no y¢¢ credit at all for the return to work and the

1lifting of the curfew. e stated he thourht some of the men on'the Ca C.

m—— v —

1
This statement told me by Robsrtson.
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mirht we1l be Moys1", Yematani, he knew, was bad, He was well
scqus inted with the almost so0lid evacues suoport of the Negot iat ing
Committee, e stated that in his opinion, the Negotiatinz Committee
(Da ihyo Sha) were the 2ccepted representatives of the committee and that
to refuse to recognize them was an error,

le agked me if I thought confidence in the Administration could ever
be restored and I said, "Frankly, no." He then told me of the situst ion

he had met at Teuppe, of the extreme bitterness of the men there, and

of how he sincerely felt that most of them now trusted him. I pointed

out that the situations were not psrallel. 1If it were possible Yoy that
he or peocle like him could meake similar contscts with the 18,000
people in Tile Iake as he hed done at Teuppe, I would not be so pessimist ic,
I remsrked that the only evacuee who had had anythinz to say arzainst
him were members of the Coordinatinz Committes, &He said, "Do you know
whg? Tt is because I have kept up my contacts with the other zroup."
He told me that a few days ago, a younz woman, named Violst ljatsuda, a
stronz sucporter of status quo and the relesase of persons in the stockadse
had asked him to oome to see her. She has been refused a pass (by either
army or Intermal Security). When he arrived at her quarters he found
about twe lve Japanese there, many of whom were not known to each other.
He¢ heard them introducing themselves., Their object appsared to be to [ind
some better method of colony representation., This experience led Robertson
to believe that an attempt to get legitimate representation and better feel=
ing would not be 2ltorether futils.
I told him that many of the younser men wers restless over the
possibility of being drafted. He knew this, He is tellins them to £il1l

out any papers they may rece ive but to write on the back, "I am loyal to
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and will not serve in the U.S. APmy." He thinks thet do draft
in the country will draft them if they do this,

At this point Wyer came in. With considerable reservation T
discussed the present attitudes in tre colony but make no bones ahout
telling him that I thourht the attitude he had expressed in his speech
of Friday niecht had been overoptimistio. He admitted that there was
somé truth in my remarks but felt that the worst hump had been passed
when the people went back to work, Externally, I suppose this is so.
he states that he was of the opinion that it was futile to attempt to
et relations with the colony when the appointed s:aff were not able to
agree smong themselves, and that he relied chief1ly on “r, Robertson to

accomplish this, believing that this was a more imnortant and more

pressing task than the establishment of personal contacts in the colony.l

My personal prejudices should be taken into consideration, but I still
think he was disgustingzly optimistic, I remarked upon the evacuee
appreciation of Robertson and Hayward, I listed some of the current
#i¢ gripes, food, the state of the latrines, and Camcasian zraft, liyer
wrote these down, sayine that he thought they were healthy sripes.
He stated that the release of most of the people in the stockade was
be ing pushed as rapidly as possible, [he worst ones were to be taken to
Jeuppe ,

On the topic of graft he remarksed that Peck had besn dismissed,
chiefly for drunkenness, that the Negotiating Committee had had their
firures on graft a1] twisted up; he also admitted that the Administrat jon's

failure to recosnize the Daihyo Sha at that time had been an error.

—

lPerhﬂps a gentle slam at Robertson for his Daihyo Sha contacts, explained
to Myer by Best, no doubt.
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Robertson sgked me to repeat my statement on the beating of Dr. Pedicord.

T did this, stating thet evacuee sentiment would snd still did approve

punishement of these boys, but that as far as I had been able to determine,

no attempt to apprehand them had been made, lfyer said that attempts
had been made, but no one had been able to jdent ify the assailants,
not even Dr. Pedicord himself., I asked about the business of taking
food out of the warehouse on November 4, Myer said that the trucks had
been sent for to bring in more hervesting evacuees and not for food.
The evacuees had thought it was for food. On the subject of the
promises purported to have been made my Myer and Best, lMyer referred me to
the Dies Committee report.
sk ok KK R o ok koK K KoK

CONVERSAT ION WITH IAB TECHNIC JAN

My neirhbor, the jewers 1ab technician stated that she admited
Myer very much, She had sedn him torn apart by the"group of fascists".
She had hesrd him meke the statement, "This is fascism." She understood
why the speech he had made Friday was so meek, e had learned his
lesson,

CONVERSAT ION WITH TEACHER

Called on o teacher in the evening who had asked to ses me, She
ment ioned the vandalism st the school about which I had heard some vazue
rumors., I sasked her to tell me what she knew,

MThe 6 of March when the tesmchers went back to school they found
the e lementary sehool had besn Broken into. A windowyd was broken in
my room, I didn't see any fresh merks but when T went dack s teacher
told me that the building had been entered, It was a queser thing;
nothines valusble hed been taken. This indicated that children or young
bovs had done the vanda 1ism.
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The lavatories had writing on the walls; nasty pictures were on the
school blackboards. The teachers were told not to disturb anything,
becasuse Internal Security might want to take fingerprints. It Was-mostly
sex stuff and the broken window over the hall transom imnlicated it was
younger children,

Ipst Fridsy es I went to the school at twelve o'olock to loek my
door I saw & crowd of boys standing around outside. Talking to them were
thres or four WRA policemens (Caucasisns). I stepped to the nearest and
asked what was going on., He said it was an investigation., These are
the boys who made the entrance. <Lhey have confessed.

Four or five of the boys were about 6th grade age, There were tuwo
or three older boys, possibply 15."

This temcher's remarks on obscene pictures and words gring to mind
that in the occasions when I have used the womens'latrines here in Tule
the walls have been covered with such pictures and words. This is most
unusual in Gim, The tescher believes this hag inoreased since segregstion,

MARCH 20, 1944

Spent the day writing up notes, checking gaps in the narrative, and
srranging the 1ist of my informents whom I hoped to contact in the next
three days, NMade an appointment with Akitsuki and lMay Iwohara, suggesting
that they come to see me. They thought this an excellent idea but sugrest-
ed coming at night., 1T agreed. This necessitated considerahle maneuver ing
since I have no rights on my room, in which my roommate is accustomed to
entertain her soldier boy friend every night. I doubted that the soldier
would feé1 happy over ziving the room to some Japanese for several hours,
So I asked the laboratory technician next door if she woudd mind, explain-
ine the situstion., She was most egreesble, Nade an appointment with
Opler who sugcested dinner at his spartment Wednesday. Kept an evening
enrerement at Robertson's spartment, since I did not wish to be observed

closeted with him in his office for so long & time, IMoreover, in his off ice

I would not have ﬁldfrse to take so much time ssking questions.
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Hankey: When wes the Advisory Council set up and for what purpose?

Robeértson: Between Dec. 6 and 16. The idea spranz from Dr. Opler.
He presented it to the Project Director at that ¢ ime and surgested
it. The oommittee was set up for the purpose of advisine the
director; not, primarily to deal with evacuees. The oricinal intention
of the body was to establish a form of community organ izat ion,

Hankey: Have there been ant other efforts than those made by the Peace
Committee to ca1l the Administration's attention to the true placse
of the Coordinsting Committee?

Robertson: There have been many unorganized efforts. As a ruess 1
should say - twelve or fifteen, The Manzanar panplot is an example.

Hankey: Are public meetings forbidden?
Robertson: They were forbidden dur ing November and December, At present
not so far as I know, FHowever, they must get a I ire permit for the

public meetings,

fiankey: Where can I ret dats on how meny loys] people are still in camp--
how meny loyal Tuleans; how many Voluntary acoompanying persons?

Robertson: That has not yet been determined. They are still having hear-
ings. Any statement would be pure guess.

hHenkey: What do you think of the kibei as prone to acts of violence?
Robertson: From whet I saw in Teuppe T am inclined to think the bovs
most inclined to violence are those who havs accepted the standards
of Western edlture,

Hankey: Why did the boys co after Dr. Pedicord?

Robertson: I was told the boys went to get the Japanese in the hospital
to make them come to the demonstration.

Hankey: Hss snyone anv documentstion re lessed by the Negotiatinz Committee?

Robertson: Dr, Qpler has what there is, ©fe should be willing to 18t you
wee this,”

Hankey: What is the process for release of people in the stp ckade?

Robertson: There is s fact finding body set up composed of members of
the Administrative Staff, Whether they have anything to do with
release, I don't know, They hsve to do with incarceration. They
don't let onybody go into the stoocksdd who hasn't been invest izated
first.

1I think Robertson msy be misinformed here.

Opler said there wes no documentat ion,
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Hankey: What wes the cosl crew trouble of Janusry 1,7

Robertson: Lhat wes a bunch of kids working on the nicht coal crew, It
was just kids having fun, The nicht cosl orew was re Jeased today,
Only becesuse of lack of work, Llhere were too ma y men on,

hHankey: %Yo you think I may ever be allowed to see the stenographic notes
of what wes said on November 1. by the Administration and the
representat ives of the Daihyo Bha?

Robertson: Wr. Best would have to say., He mirht let you see thenm somet ime ,

(We discussed this point and decided to wait for a more opportune
time,)

Robeértson: The things that impressed me (about this meet ing) were housing,
mops, buckets, interiors of the houses, latrines, ete, They did
ment ion status, that wes not dominant,.

March 21, 1944

TALK WITH KUR THARA

In most oases negotiatinr commitees are born spontaneously. In
Manzanar when T was arrested, we figured there was an injust ice done. We
held e meeting with no previous arrangement whatever, A person who took
the lesd was nominated to tell the people.

I'HE Negotiating Committee :

Reparding this camp, the Negotisting Committee
were those who formerly were considerd to be the leaders in various camps,
When they took the lead, nsturslly, they were appointed. The major ity
of the lesders who were acpointed were from Jerome, snd they were leaders

in their community, When they took interest in this osmp, naturally, they
were appointed as leaders., Whoever is appointed in these onses is a leader

in one way or the other,

I was surprised too when T was elected as a member of the Negotiat ing
“ommittee/ in the anzenar incident, That was because I took the lead in
destroying the J.A.C.1. 1In fact, I was the only one who fought arainst the

F.A.Cel. in Manzanar,

The Coordinating Committee, I *hink, is the unconscious tool of either
the srmy or WRA.

Correction on manuscript: p.3, P 3 - any instead of no; P.4, P 4- a e
month apo instesad of two weeks aro, (We have had ezgs the last few days,
Merch 21); P.6, P6 - No instead of now, Warch 7, approximate date of

namuser ipt,

When I came in here they took all of my manuscripts, about hailf
dozen different srticles I had written. They went throuch my lugeage.
The sergesant told me he was instructed to search my things very carefully.
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They took these things to F.B.I. headquarfers, so Dr, Thomas must not be
surprised if the things I have oiven here are also with the F.B.I. in
Washington.

The sergeent promised to send them bsck to me, If he does, I might
sent it to you or Mr. Spencer. It was about the J.A.C.L. fight. 1t

clearly expresses my opinion on why I was so bitter.

Reason why status gquo broke:

The main reason was not becsuse they didn't
want to stiok with the Nepot iating Committee but - one of the main ressons
was lack of finsnce. Another resson is they didn't want to loaf along
doing nothing. *ime 1ags so monotonous.

Probably the second negotiating committee didn't have snythine in
mind, 1In fact, they didn't know what they selected. (Coordinating
Committee)

If we were a bunch of Japanese soldier quartered here, that is a
different thing, But these sre women sndchildren and civiliens. 1In

VenzansY the F,B,I. was making good use of the inu.

Vote on status quo:

When the vote was taken here - the status auo lost by
400 votes. That shows that the people who are favoring status quo are
grester in number, Because many who favored status quo did not vote
They thought it wes the way to zo to the stocksde, & lot of people thought
they mirht be pulled in. *“ 1ot of people feared they might be pulled in.
They had a soldier by the vote box.

The part of the Co=-op:

The people in the Co-op hed a greater interest
(in bresking status quo), It was to their interest, The former secretary
of the Co-op ¢¢ is chairman of the Coordinating Committee.

T hed a friend of mine pulled into the stockade January 10. Best
said he saw no charge szsinst him from the request of WRA. He hesitated
to relesse him. I went to Schmidt, The last remark he gave Lo me was
"It is up to the Coordinating Committee,"

The Japanese are held in the stockade by the Japanese, Akitsuki
is probably following orders of other people.

Here is & rumor: There are four big gambling places run by the Judo
fellows who rusrd the Coordinat inz Committee., The other small nlsces
are reaided, but they just stay from these boys. They are not closed.

VISIT TO VIOIET MATSUDA

Wr. Robertson sugrested that if I were interested I might call
on Violet yatsuda. She was the woman who stood in such bad repute with

the army end Internal Secur ity and who had asked him to come to see her,
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When he arrived at her "apartment" he met twe 1ve men who said they wou1ld

like to bring about order with the Administrstion - pointing out that the

Coordinat ing Committee had failed,

Mrs,. Metsuds invited me in and asked me to sit down. She sat
opposite to me holdinz & three year old sleeping child in her srms. I
told her I had heard her name from the Coordinating Committee (this was the
truth snd I did not wish to implicste Robertson) and my last weeks
research had convinced me that the Coordinstinz Committee had no status
whatever in the Community, I said that I hoped at some future time to
write the truth of what had ocourred, since T knew I would never get it
2l]l from the Coordinating Committee or from the administration.

If she had anything to say, and said it to me now, it would make me lose

respect for her, T hoped that she would make inquiries about me and when
she had found whet kind of person I was, would tell me how she felt about
the true state of affairs in the center,

She denied any connection with the Daihyo Shas, ey dd (ss 1
expected she would do) and said that she was only a high school rredusate
and 'that she was merely standing up for her rights. Her brother haed been @
put in the stockade for no cause and her attempts to obtain his release
had been referred to the Coordinstine Committee, She said she wes tired
of being rrilled by the F,B.I. men and the internal security = and was
zlad thst I didn't act that way. lsnifestly, she wasn't telling me what
she didn't wish to tell me. We had 8 considersble discussion on democracy
and freedom of speech, I began to zo and she asked me to stay awhile,

We discussed camp 1ife, the Administration and other topiecs. After a

ha1f hour I left; she invited me to come back anytime I dhose,
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CHAT WITH OPIER

Dropped into Opler office on my way out, He now has an office in

the colony in block 6. He introduced me to his staff, ur. Obayashi,

(Sakoda's contact, who has transferred from Social Welfare) two typists
and 8 nisei boy whose name I have forgotten. (He has another nisei boy,
Teketsui, on his staff.)

Opler told me that the Coordinating Committee had told Mr . Myer
thet it would be » misteke to remove lir, Best. (This meetinz was he1d
Saturday; I was not informed.)

On the subject of releases, the sarmy is telline the C. C. that
WRA is holding out, 1It's s vicious circle.

Tt's rot Schmidt who tells the people with interned relatives to
see the C. CJ; it's Cpptain Hartman,

There are too many cooks with a hand in the broth, the Army, WRA
and the C, &, The army is aiways calling Schmidt in and badger ing him,

The lomic *hst the army snd Schmid¢ go by (in relessing internees)
is: you must have records {or releasement,

MEETING WITH BYRON AKITSUKI AND MAY JWOHARA

—— e - S ——

T looked forward to this interview with apprehension, The obligation
T owed to ikitsuki for the documents he had sent me and my knowledge of
the present status of the Coordinating Committee in the community csused
me much mental discomfort,

When Akitsuki and Vay srrived, they were more ill ot esse than sny
other Tulean T have so far tel ked to, T invited them to be seated, mave
Akitsuki apn ssh tray, and thanked him for his confidence in us. Akitsuki

told me that bhe was working on a translstion of some of the giibﬁi Sha Kai

minutes. These he was afraid to send to us through the mail, T suggested

-

- —— -

1366 p.48, I believe Kurihsra is telling the truth.
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he send them registered mail to Berkeley, or, if he thourht best, T
would try to come bsck in a few weeks andpiok them up myvself. Throurhout
the evening, both Akitsuki and Nay were very laconiec in their answers,

I asked about the early history of the movement which ended the
Deihyo Sha; who was behind it?
Akitsuki: At that time the responsible men's organizat ion (before the
Coordinating Committce) the feeling of the majority present were not in
favor of relesmsinz the stockade internees. This was the informs1l group
that preceeded the Coordinatine Committes.

(I could get no more information on this subjeot.)

I agked Kitsuki why the ¢, C, had told Dillon Myer that they did not

wish the removal of Wr. Best,

Akitsuki: T 1ike MNr, Best. (He implied that the €.C. was provoked with
the Advisory Counc il, not with Mr. Best.)

. Since the remaining Daihyo Shas were less intellipgent, had no
leaders, they best thing They could think of was that poliey of just
stubbornly sticking to the status quo.

On last meetine with stockade internees:

The committee were invited by
the stockade internees st the last meeting. If was the army refused
permission for the men to come out, The army called it a blunder becsuse
we didn't get anything.

We offended them (the army). They felt the committee overrode them
on this interview, We expected to get some help from them (the stockade
internees). Some statement to keep the colonists from taking rash action.

The Administrat ion has not publicized the C.C. releases of interness,
The reason - at that time the condition of the center was just berinning
to improve. If we made the releases known, pressure groups would have
been trying to force us to release them all,

- = . - N
I asked who the sub-Coordinst ing Committee were:

Kkkitsuki: We hove fislders or undercover people. e liad to put that
word (sub-Coordinsting committee) in the minutes. It was zenerous of the
Administrstion to erent us that priveleze, (Akitsuki sdmitted the real
function of this zroup was & gusrd for the C.C.) 24 A - maintanence
trucks, motor pools staff, clesn up men - cen't transport it all.

Thev boys went to the hospital to bring Pedicord to the meeting.

There has been no effort to investirate ir . Foss.




Bl Rosa lie Hankey

Tule Ipke

Notes on Tule Take - March 21, 1944

I served some cheese, orackers and cookies, We talked about three
quarters of an hour on Gila, on evacuation, on how the people had felt
coming into Tule Take, how they had come with high hopes of 211 working
together as Japanese, Akitsuki looked pathet ic when he said, "And now
they're a1l divided and fighting against each other."

Then the conversation shifted to entrance to agsembly centers,
Akitsuki asked nay how she had felt{ When she came into the Assembly
Center. "I oried," he said, "I didn't want to, but I oouldn't help it."

VARCH 22, 1944

Robertson had ppomised to speak on my behalf to @ young man, who had
been & member of the Daihyo Sha Kai esrlisr snd had resirned, Today he
told me the boy would see me, I went to his home but he was out, I had
been unable to get an escort from internal security osnd wes given a Kr,
Gwinn?? of the lcave office who was rather ungracious about the matter,
Therefore, after leaving » message 8t the Oda's that Wir, Robertson would
be glad to attend any block mesnagers' meeting if he f@1lt he were we loome ,
I had my escort drive me to Opler's office, explaining that Opler would
take me out of the colony and sent him on his way. Opler was not in, so
I went over to Kurihara's, unescorted, snd returned the dooument given e

by his friend., 1 intended to leave immediately, but Kurihara urped me to

sit down and talk if T had time. T stayed about & helf hour, I impressed

Kur ihara with the need of obtaining dooumentation of the Daihyo §D:lp
actions, if my statements in my report were to be backed by evidence, snd
the need for gpetting such material if any other movement took place., He
promised to do his best and give us anything he was able to obtain,

Of akitsuki, he said: There are 8 couple of men under him. <They

6Xpress themse lves better in English thean he does, and they go over his
head in doing things., If he could wrigerle out of the committee, all right.
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But if he waits longer, some day it8s going to be too late., He will be
blamed regsrdless of the condequences that follow,

If he keeps on and stioks at it, even if he's really for the
Japanese, he's roing to be branded as s spy and working for WRA,.

Daihyo Sha:

To & great extent the Daihyo Sha Kai has distorted the
faots to meke the people believe they are working for the rood of
Jepan - when to 8 great extent they are not,

Mr. Kurihara suggested to me that it might be 8 po-d idea to talk
to George Yamstoni to ses what & man 1ike him would say., He ecould
probably tell me a great deal about the Daihyo Sha, I agreed, but
shrink for seeking this unpopular gentlemsn out in his barfack, 1If
I were seen, I explained, it might do me great herm, Here I mey be
wrong but I can stomach just so much Egging on my own partg,

o K ok sk sxc 3 ok ok ok ok o ok ok sk ok ook ok sk ok %k

On the way over to the internsl Secur ity office to arrsnge for
sn escort for the afternoon, T observed several groups of people in the
colony waving their arms slowly from their sides over their heads,

I looked over to the stockade opposite snd sew the men in the stockade

making the same gesture. The soldier patrolling the fence paid no

attention,

e e skok o o R o o Kok ok KR ok okok sk ok

INTERVIEW WITH YAMASHIRO

Tule Ipke Seinin Kai:

I know what may be coming to us in the future;
But if our Seinen Kai is to be blamed like in Gila, I dan't stand it.

The Seinin is started now and we're knockinsz down the status guo
little by 1ittls. But in the future mnother incident is coming, I
don't think 811 of the people are roing to be satisfied over our living
cond it ions here,

I told Yamsshiro truthfully what both ¥r. Robertson snd Dr. Opler

had said about the Seinen Kai in Tule Tpke. Robertson had said that ss

—

far as he was concerned he had rather heve a strong Seinen Kei then o
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weak medioore CAS. Opler had said that he didn't think the present
seinen kai could make 8 go of it, snd thet while Yamashiro wss s smert
boy, Opler thought "he was working for George," i.e., himself. He,
however, would be very glad to cooperate with Georpe, (He hed previously
asked him to be on the staff of community anslysis., George had refused,

saying (to me) thet that would brand him am an inu,

Yamashiro: For me, I feel 1like closing up the Seinen dan complete ly
right now. Becsuse we're tryinz to help the WRE and the community.
It's running now - so I don't think they need me any more.

Best has told me I didn't do snything wrong, (When Ysmsshiro was
at Teuppe he was told this.) Why was I taken then?

Pefore I was here this Seinen dan hefs WaS ALL ssparated. Everything
was 811 scattered and they were a1l seeking for power, Now we have s
centralized organization, People don't think thet way,

Frankly, since I heard Mr. Huycke is going swsy, Fd 1like to get
back t%that field (CAS) now. Wr. Huycke told me twice to get into CAS.
He said, "I'm a Jap-sympathizer and there are a 1ot of Jap-hsters in
camp." He should say Japsnese, I knew right then., An educated men 1like
him knows better if he really means it,

I tried to help Mr. Huycke and building up = reputation for the CAS,
but he would break down everything.

My main reason for building up this orgenization is my feelings
toward the igsei is very desp. I tried to establish this - give them
something to make lif'e enjoysble after the way they have worked for us.
That's 811 the purpose we had (in Gila),

Factionalism in camp:

There's about ten groups in here, ststus quo,
srainst status ouo,people who don't 1like the Coordinsting Committee and
don't care sbout status quo, and the gangster group. (For this reasson,
Yamashiro told me, I ought to come up to camp.) They are always strugeling
among themselves, I'd 1ike to zo back to Japan in one piece,

My ides is to have one decent block, so we could have recreation snd
have & very fine block together,

Right now the WRA has mot to do something before I do anything.

/
it first the Seinen Kai (the Tule Seinen) zave YUBY support to the
Ds ihyo Sha. Some OF the De&ihyo Sha wanted to use the power of the
Seinen Kai and have them back them up, They (seinen) said, "What the
heck, we cen't work for yvou,"

Ipyal peopls:

About 2000 people in this center want to get out. Why don't
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they let them out? A month and a half ago I heard 400 families are
signed up to get out of here,

Def inition of Seinsn dan:

The seinen dan is & small branch. The
Seinen Ksi hss one headquarters, Bun dsn is branch.

branches go to heart,

. Thisg 48 tlg boss.

& & D

SEININ FAI
The Seinin dan is more democratic. Shibu is the same as Seinin

Every order the branch gets from the Seinin Kai, the Shlbu hes to
follow it. Like in Gila, the comp one branck of the Seinin Rll hed to
listen to the main branch in Camp II.
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Yemashiro sand I now discussed the inu st Gila. T mentioned no nemes.,
He said he would 1ike to meet Miurs some day, £l1so, when he hed returned
to Gila in September (August?) to get married he had met Wr. Miyake and
had ssid, "I want to thank you Miyskesan for a1] you've done for me.
I'm goineg to bring you s present soon." iiyake said, "I didn't say
snything George: don't blame me." Yamashiro said, "I'm not blaming
you about snything. I'm thanking you for getting me out of Isuppe to
comeé here, I really want to give you a gift," Four deys later Yameshiro

was sent back to Teuppe,

Opler has ssked Yamashiro to work for him in Community Analysis.,

He hsd refused., If he works there he will be brended as inu immedistely,

"Ihere's one thing I'd 1like to ssk you," said Yamashiro to me, "Why
does lr. Opler only have nisei working for him?" "You krow as well as

Ido," I replied,

CONVERSAT ION AT OPIER'S

I inquired ss to WRA or Army's sttempts to get 8 second negotisting
committee after the incident.

Opler: Austin sgked for one nisei and one issei from esach block., He
said, send us a real Negotiating Committee, Cozzens was here then,

They send down the troops to set up a loud speaker, I saw Cozzen's

spesch beforehand, It reat, "It is a plessure to talk to so many people."
A1l of them had prepared speeches,

Then after the p.a., system was set up they sent in the compeny of
the whole guard who lined themselves up in front of the platform. They
(the speakers) went out ond mounted the platform snd nobody csme,

I stayed away from the platform., But T sew that the central firebreak
was croYed with people. I saw more baby carrisges than I've ever sesen
before, It was a studied indifference, people sweeping their front stoops---
there were about ten football games going on in the firebreak,

I sasked for additional informetion on the earliest deve lopement of a

Negotiating Committese. Opler insists they were orgesnizing before the
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farm scoident, So far as I know, there is only the word of the inu for

this,
Opler: There were three groups at that time:
1. The planning Board, whose delegstes didn't cut much ice,

2. A ratheyr amorphous group of block delepstes selected,

-

d. The Negotisting Committee selected by the Block Delegates,

The latter rode the first two out of the picture, Seversl blocks
did not have representat ives from any of the bodiss,

None of them came to see Best until efter the funers],

Before the funeral, Kai snd Kuratomi wanted to control the funeral
and made the first bid in regard to its management., Then a group of three
oame from sanother faotion., Best was already mixed up with the Kei-
Kuretemi faction. They (this second faction) expressed doubt of the
Ksi group,

Kai snd Kuratomi knew of the fringe (implied radicels) snd how they
woudd be affected by their actions. The other fsction wanted to keep
things under control,

Kuratomi used to come to my office, 1I'd set dumb 2nd ereteful for
advice and sugrestions.

Kai end Kuratomi would say to Best: "We sre the representatives
of the people," They had petitions signed after the incident.

Advisory Council

We set up the Advisory Council just before Robertson
came, It was directly after the incident. Tt wes orpanized to keeg
Best on the beam, for me to zet help in dealing with the Administration,
(Opler mesns here: for him to ret help in putting over his idess to Best.)

Mrs. Opler: Mr. Blok wss in it. I remember you had him nndCar%er and
Albertson, (The latter Two have now left Tule.) They were worried sbout
getting s plsn to organize the colony.

Opler: Black appointed & committee including Huycke, Carter, Albertson
and myself.

The Advisory Council was first - before the farm incident. W? were
dickering with Best on colony orgsnization. Then, after the incident we
were @ gfoup which expanded to include Robsrtson, Silverthorn, later the
reports officer, Merkhim - Bl ck, then we contacted whatever groups we

could in the colony. Also MeNeil.
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Development of Coordinating Cormittee,

After the incident there wes a grest need to contact the people
in the center, We wented Spicer to see the colony picture, writhing under
the srmy's heel. (November 8 to December 23?) Around the time he was
here, the deadlock was in progress. Things were tirht #s 8 drum. No
wey of talking sbove the din of the army,

At the first it wes worse., You had to hsve & jeep to get into camp.
I put off 2 trip to my office becsuse I had to teke the sarmy with me,
Not & 1little puddle jumper jeep but one of the big armored cars with s
couple of soldiers. You couldn't zo to see people; the srmy wss stern and

forbiddinge. \
aerl ?

We made this contact with Spicer, / It was the same with the Co-op
people., After he left we continued(meeting with the whole group. We
could meet now witH’Byron Akitsuki, ¢V lsedes and with the intelligent
members of the Co-op - on our request, We met with the Board of
Directors who were for breaking the desdlock, The administretion wanted

the army out. At that first meeting the Bosrd of Directors of the Co-op
were against it. '

When the Co-op took the vote it was 9 to 1. 55 - 44 (Populsr vote
on Co-op proposition??77) DNow the present trend is the rise of the
martyrdom complex.

We held meetings with the other pecple on the Co-op who were sccessibie,
We had random meetings with Yamstsni and Shimada, We had @ series of
meet ings with iMajeds, g FVVHVVV#/ and Shimsda, We had s series of meetincs
with Mesds, and Furllksws, snd Neameksws., We tslked with them about ths
temper 'of the center and what they thought of the msjority feeling, They
came from three different blocks - three different wards. And lots of
others.

Those were the days in which the army was calline for a back to
work in the high school. They sent for the foremen 2nd called them out,
They called them late at night, They said they'd 1ike to come back to
work but vou csn't do "said." The Advisory Council had meetings with
the Daihyo Sha remsnts after the pickups.

Unfortunately the army picked so many up - from former Dsihyo Sha's
notebooks. On one occasion we met with a group, The next week 80% of them
had been picked up.

Certain elements in the WRA were trying to resch the awmy. How to gat
the army out? You would have got venom against the army (from the colenisk)
then.

The Division Head's meeting jellad in the center. Byron had not been
prominent in this, He had been a figure head. It was the Co-op that led
the battle (bmek to work).

Yomstani was chosen because he moved a1l over the scene and was in
811 the confabs., He's a politicisn type. He doesn't give a damn about
his own. reputation.
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Opler added that Yematani was one of the few Japanese who did not
appear to care a hoot about his reputation,

Resson for going after Pedicord

About Pedicord there are different versions, ﬁis own version
changed every time he was interviewed. But accordin% to the nurses,
whose stories sre more consistent (eye witnesses). Pedicord wandered
around back of the hospital, He ordered the zuys out, They beat him
up in his office. Best sppreciated that thst group was out of hand and
thst the Pedicord incident was unrelated to the demonstration. I think
there were four or five boys concerned,

Kai sand Kuratomi

That group wss formine before the Oct. 20'ies, when the farm worker
was killed., On sore of the meetings with Best, only Kai and Kuratomi
would come up snd say, “We are the representatives of the peopls."

He'd ask them, "Who do vou represent?" They'd parry away in there.
Kai's first name is Shizue. On one occasion Kai just stormed out of the
room,

Mot ive for sending trucks in on November 4

I employed a dirty triok here, telling Opler that I had heard that

the keys of the warehouse were procured, not to get more food from the

warehouse but to get trucks to bring in more loya]l harvesters. Opler
said this absolutely was not true, they had gzone for food. "Where would
they g0 to get what harvesters?" added ¥Wrs. Opler. From this I conclude
(1) either everybody but Dillion Myer is lying; or (2) Dillien Myer 1lied
to me; or (3) Best lied to Myer and Myer believed him,

Opler went on: DBest was taking Zimmer s advice. Zimmer was sitting in
#Ad the carved chair in Robertson's office then., Zimmer was continually

going into Best's office and wasting half the day.

On the pictures in "rife"

I tried to get myself completely out of that picture, I
hope nobody recognizes me., ( Opler fears that his appesrance with.thg
Administretive Committee and the Coordinating Committee will get him in
bad.,) I wonder what Bill Mmeds thinks. He doesn't want to go out. He
changed his mind,
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INTERVIEW WITH M. OF THE DAIKYO SHA ‘waum%_K-L}QAKKJU allad ‘M

When I talked to Robertson on Monday nizht he said he mizht be able

to put me in touch with s boy who had once been a member of the Da ihyo

Sha_Kai. + asked him to do what he could. On Wednesday morning he told
me the boy was willing to telk to me. I was unable to £ind him at home
on Wednesday and made an appointment for Thursdsy st 10:30, The boys
parents were very courteous, the father tried hard to find his son for
me, but it sppeared that he had gone to the Co=op store four blocks away,

M. is a nisei, a tall handsome sturday Japanese. He impressed ma
as 8 young man of unusual courage and integrity., At one point in our
conversat ion his mother spoke to him in Japanese, warning him against
talking to @ keto 1ike that, He answered (in Japsnese) that I was a
German nisei (Doichiro no nisei desu) and added in English, that he had
had many German friends and none had ever double-crossed him, He used
an excallent technique, ssking me to tell him what I know of the occurance
and promising to help me where the narrative was incomplete or incorrect,
Iater he naswered some specific questions,

He told me before we began that he had not been in the Daihyo Sha
from the beginning and that he had resigned when he saw that things were
going on the wrong path, However, he respects the aims of the Daihyo
Sha and feels I believe, that the men in the stockade are still the real

leadsrs.,

"I'm conservative, I like to help the majority of the people. I'm
not scared of anybody. As long as I'm doing the right thing I do what
I pleasge "

Daihyo Sha as lepitimate representatives:

1 wouldn't know about a1l the blooks. I
. was elected from this block (as a block representative)., When I had to
resizn I had to tel)l my people I had to go to two meetings before they
let me resign. I resigned because I wasn't feeling the same as the people
going through with it,
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You try to do right but they (the Administretion) can't see it,
I used to work in Sicial Welfrre, but I quit when this new head csme in
(2 new woman head, name I forgot). She does not understand the Japanese
people.

‘he block representatives were elected after the incident, A1)l were
€lected sfter the sccident. I came here as a monitor from Jerome,

They figured the people who got hurt (when the truck turned over)
represented the whole center., The feeling was very bad, when Best
refused to let them use the auditorium, ‘hey knew they couldn't a1l
get in, but they wanted to give him an honorable funeral, because he
represented a1l of us,

The harvesters who came in were Japanese., That's what you eall the
double-cross. It was just like an anti-strike. Best stopped the work
but didn't give them a chance to consider it. He rave the people no
notice of the fact that he was going to bring in the farm workers.

"If Best had told the people Crankly that he was bringing in

harvesters, would feeling have been so bad?" I asked. "liot nearily

so bad," said M. "He didn't tell the people s thing,"

. First Requests of Daihyo Sha:

(M. Had to ask his parents about this.) So far ag
I know, they made their first requests after the funeral.

The funeral didn't come out right, If he'd run it normally, I
don't think nothing 1ike this would have happened, The Daihyo Sha on
November 1, asked the people to come at 1:30.

On threats made to force people to funeral;

There were hoodlums like that, They
didn't know any better, So far as I know Daihyo Sha gave out no printed
material,

FPedicord Incident:

He oame from the inside of the hospital and told them to go

to hell. That's why they went in. They had no authority in the hospital,
A house is 1ike a fortress, They stepped in because there was reason, I
can't walk rircht into anybody else's house and make a stink!

(M, clesred this up a bit saying that Pedicord has come out the side of the
hospital end cursed the boys, telling them to go away. They then followed
him into the hospital and beat him.)

They had so many things they requested for, They (the Administration)
might not be able to comply with a1l of it, But they said they'1l do what
théy can, They (the Administration) said they would not allow people who
have bad feelings szainst the “apanese to work here, They did make promises

vocally.
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The food happened at night, The peopde didn't know about it. e
figured this warehouse was for the center. What would you think if
people came in with trucks at night?

They made a promise that they were going to cooperate., I didn't
hear that they made a promise to stop taking out food,

At that time everybody believed in the Daihyo Sha, becsuse we al}
had one camp and were trying to make it livesble.

Everything but the essentials stopped working after the hospital
ine ident .,

; I don't know why they pulled out & lot of those Hawaiijan boys.
‘here were just a2 couple of Hewaiisn boys in it, ilost of them had nothing
to do with it.

A1l the Daihyo Shas were mostly issei and kibei.

So far as food is concerned, it wss mueh worse in this center then
in the one where I came from, (Jerome - R.H.) After the army came in it
was terrible., ©Sometimes we didn't get enough to eat and had to buy from
the canteen,

When we asked for better facilities: in the beginning of evacuation
they said, "If yom're loyal and go into camp they'1l provide you with

everything, Clothing, and board. You don't have to worry sbout anything."
Then you kpow what happened.

The block representot ives were elected by the people, I was voted in.
It's & big responsibility and you stick your neck out, I'm mcting for the
people.

The administration promised to negotiate and talk things over,
(sfter November 4) But the search kind of mixed things up. They (the‘éd)
thought they could pull them all in and everything would be all clear,
Everytime we asked for @ chance to talk things over we get picked up.

Demands to the Co-op
M. defended the action in asking the Co-op to discont inue

the sale of luxuries. He described conditions under the status guo:
most of the people not working, getting poor and insufficient food at
mess - doing their best to stick to status-quo. Meanwhile the children
of people who had sufficient money to psy the high Co-op prices, went

around with candy and ice oream cones.
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"Naturally we thought we should get together with the Co-op, and
811 fight for the ssame thinz. A person with a 1ot of money cen met what

he wants from the canteen, It was sometime in December that the demsnds
were made to the Co-op

Coordinet ing Committee:

The army:

They just forced themselves in with the help of WRA and the
army. +his thing lagged too long, The army put on the curfew, WB're
behind the fence 1like this anc can't sct as we please, Naturally, we
had the rizht idea and were doing the right thing, But we bagan to see
it couldn't be, We tried whatever we ocan, To many of the people it seems
ag if we tried all we can, The people were suffering.

e try to do a1l we ocan, If it doesn't come out, we try to do
something also. A representstive is for the people and we try to do what
we can for them,

You can't oritioise the army. In Japan it would be worse. They (the U,
S. Army) are lenient, The people do respect the army more than WPA. TIn
any country the army is supposed to represent the whole country. (L. did
not like to say what he thought WRA represented,)

I gzive the Coordinating Committee oredit for the relemses, Some of us
have tried too., When we went to see Liet., Forbes and May, they were -all
right, Tt. Calling was a11 right too.

After we find out there's no hope in doine snything, I met Wir,
Robertson, I telked to him myself, There was nobody with me., I told
him, "You have the Daihyo Shas in the stockade, You have & new llegotisting
Committee (the Coordinating Committee), The first one is petered out and
the second one got the peoples' consent without any backine et a’l.
The people didn t approve 811 the Daihyo Shas did.

In order to hsve the camp back to a normel basis, the enly way to
do is to dispose of the New Coordinating Committee and let the blocks
elect at least two representatives from esch block and then let them
be the peoples' representatives. If the colonists were backing them

5

up, they'd get the backing.
T told him to get in between and let the representatives do this.

This would knock 211 the stuff off, We would have evidence thaqths
people approve of them,

(Here M., asked me whot Robertson hed told me, If he had told me
about this meeting. I said, he had told me of a meeting but hed given me
little getail, wh{ch was the truth. So 4. said he would not tell me then,
but if Robertson wished to it was @uite 811 right.)

T one the people that much, Before I do anything I ask them how
they feel. I'm letting anybody down. Double crossing people is the last
thing I'11 do.
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The Coordinating Committee did get people out of the stocksde snd
tried to do their share,

If the Administrstion had put out officis1ly thst they couldn't do
things (at the beginning of the trouble) I don't think the people would
have got so sngry. But they didn't tell the people anything.

At the close of this interview (we talked nesrly two hours) I thanked
M. told him that T sdmired his stand and remarked thst an ind ividus]
like himse 1f would be a credit to sny country. He on his psrt, thenked
mé for coming, apolozized for taking so much of my time, and invited me
to come again,

I hotfooted it for Robertson's office to pet the dope on the meet ing.

CONFIDENTIAT, INTERVIEW WITH ROBERTSON

When I was in Teuppe (dur ing December and pstt of Jan.), some of
these boys started calling mé from Block 11. Block 11 was the center of
the Daihyo Sha zroup. When I ceme back from Teuppe thers were three memos
on my desk that the block mansger of 11 wanted to get in touch with me.

So shout the third dey sfter I came back (I was terribly busy st first)

8 frantic telephone csl]l ceme from down there so I immedistely went, I

went to block 11 and introduced myself and asked if someone there wanted

to see me, They told me a party in blook 6 wanted to see me, I met M.(F@' ]
there and the first thing he said was, "Mr. Robertson, we're in a quandary

as to what to do. We've heard a lot sbout yeu and we'd like to know if

you'd spend some time with us."

"Who is we?" I said. "Members of the Daihyo Sha," he said, This

was Jan. 15,
p il K akasko
The next day they had(u meet ing, There were 5 or 6 members of the
Daihyo Sha there besides M., I knew none of them. All expressed confidence
in me snd ssked me what I thought of the present situstion., I told them
what I've told you, that there are only two svenues we can take:

1. Have the two groups combine to bring the ocolony back to normal,
2. Hsve further segregation.

Their main zoal was the release of 811 the stockade people, That's
what they were stirred up about. I advised them thst by remeining as
they were in the so called status quo it would be 8 Imost impossible to get
out of the stockade, I suggested that if the Daihyo Sha resign, if a
general referendum were promoted, they might be able to elect a group of
representatives every one in the colony would have faith in, snd thus bring
the two factions together,
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The general concensus of opinion at thet time was that they would
take my advice, but would heve to hsve the approval of the boys in the
stockade, They asked me to csl]l men of the stockade group into my office
and tell them what we had discussed and ssk their approval. They put
down the ir nemes on a piece of paper. I said, "You reslize thst when I
talk to these men in the stockede I can tell them what I please?"
(Robsrtson mesns thet he could, if he chose, te11 the stockede internees
what he wished = that the boys who had come to see him reslize to what
extent they were trusting him.)

They said, "What you tell them is all right with us."

So I called the seven men over, We ssat here san hour snd s helf,
Ge oy re Furatowl was the principsl speaker. He snld, "If you' 11 promise
me thet we'll eventuslly get out of the stockede, we'1l go for thst plan,"
Isaid, "I'm in no position to make that promise (% you. Thet oould
be the first step toward your eventusl relesse."

Kurntomi said: "If I ask the boys in the stockade to adopt this

plan, I'11 have to ElVE them my word., If snything poss wrong I'11 have
to GDFWIt hara-kiri,"

I said: "In other words you're laying your 1ife st my feet and that
Iwill not permit." "xsi+ stends now I'11 go bsck to your committee snd
talT tlem that until you're guarsnteed release thinecs will stand ss they
are,"

George said, "Tet one or two of us go out of the stocksde snd
convince the people that this is the thing to do. This group vou talked

to sre not strong enough to lead the people."

I said, "I'11 approach the Administration on that but I don't ho1ld
much hope."

George sdid: "If you'll relesse two., We'1ll resien and tell the
pecple to hold sn election."

Robertson added that they had taken no sction since, Two days sfter
he had talked to the boys one of them was picked up., The message evidently
was carried to the boys that they were not to do snything,

Best, said Robertson, had repeatedly warned him apainst Nrs. Matsuda,

"Some you'1ll go to see that womsn and she'1l run outside snd screem 'Rope'"

f promised Robertson thet this information would remsin sbsolutely

conf ident is].
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INTERNA T, SECURITY ATTEMPS GENTIE TEIRD DEGREE ON HANKEY

Transportating to Klam;th Falls is now arrsnged at the Police Office,
Here the officers kindly suggested that I ride into town in their car
instead of the other, This I did., There were three other A, P, workers
in the cor and T said not & word till we resched Klamath, (I had a
headsche,) The officérs were interesting specimens., The body snd cranial
structure of one might have been used by a certsin school of physioa]
anthropology to bolster the hypothesis that the blood of Neandertha]l runs
in our veins today; the other was slender and of the traditional ferret-
eyed type, The former looked snd acted 1ike a charscsture of a tough,
dumb detective, His black suit with light pin str ipe bulged stranzely
under his arms, he spoke so de liberately that he appesred to be having
difficulty getting out esch word., This tough egg drove me to the station
and suggested that I come back with him and his companion for dinner, I
said I had to check my baggage.

1 wajked back to town and hed dinner, While buying a mystery story
for the trip, I looked up and saw the proto-human specimen bear ing down
on mé. "I thought we hed put you on the train, vounz lady," seid he in
police styls though intended to be jocular, He engaged me in conversation
on my German sancestry, stating that he @21so was German and that his wife
was not even a oitizen, His wife, really ought to be sent out of the
country, if some people had their way." "Too bsd," said I, Now ferret-
face appeared from the other direction, A glass of beer was suggested.
"He 11," thought I, "ret's see how these bsbies work," With the first
glass of beer, I was asked what I thought of O'Day, the silly but earnest
"pink" whith whom these gentlemen had no doubt seen me conversing (not

on my choice). I said I didn't think they had to worry about 0'Day. A
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dope like him would only do hsrm to the Communist party. With the
second glass of beer the wheels oreaked round to ths Japanese, I
agreed thest my work was interesting. One asked me if the Japanese had
organizat ions similar to the Chiness Tongs, 1T said I did not know: I
had never heard of any, The smaller one said, "You don't seem to be afrsid
of them, the way you barge right in." "I have nothing to fear in camp, "
I said, With the third zlass of beer T decided to pour it on and
delivered a short lecture on the differences in the Japanese and Chineses
methods of writing, since the smailer one 1sid pretent ions to some
Chinese. "That's the trouble with me,"said the big one, "I ain't never
had no education." "That's no handioap to an intellirent man, " T said,

8nd noting that it was seven o'clock 1eft to ocatch my train,

The "pinks" in Tule, of which thers are a few, are pretty scared of

internal security. I wasg warned that I might have my room searched at
any momént., But Schmidt, the head knows my brother on the Berkeley force,
Sehmidt is big, but Dick is bigrer,




