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Bar r y SMk i  J u n 0 1 9 4 2 

St ockt on, Cal i f . 

St ockt on, Cal i f . 
J une 18, 1942 

Dear  Dr . Thomas, 

I  r ecei ved a l et t er  from Thomas Shi b., a few days ago announci ng hi s f i nal  
est abl i shment  at  Tul e Lake. I n hi s previ ous cor r espondence, he i nformed me 
about  condi t i ons as i t  exi st ed at  Tanfor an. Because of  the i nt el l ect ual  and 
far - si ghted groups l ocated at  t hat  cent er , i t  seemed t hat  the mai ntenance of  
ef f i ci ency there has been kept . 

Tom urged me to wr i t e t o you, so I  am t aki ng the i ni at i ve of  l et t i ng you 
know how i t  i s oui i there. Peopl e out  here are r el at i vel y more pr ovi nci al  t han the 
Bay Area fol ks so we have no medium of  expr essi ng our  gr i pes to the admi ni st r at i on. 

I 'm not  cl ai mi ng that  we have a l ot  of  l egi t i mat e reasons for  more improve-
ment s, but  t her e i s more than one basi s for  protest s by the Cent er i t es. 

We�t he peopl e of  Stookton�were evacuated on the 12th and 13th of  May 
wi t h due pomp and ceremony (ogl i ng cr owds, thousands of  bags and bundl es, 
Greyhound Busses, Armed mi l i t i a, et c .) Our  ar r i val  i nt o the Stockton Fai r  
Grounds was j ust  as ceremoni ous�what  wi t h the exami nat i ons of  baggages, 
medi ae1 check- ups, and si gnups f or  Bar r acks, but  some how we managed to survi ve 
al l  t hi s . 

Tho f ar  from pal at i al , our  fami l y of  ei ght  (seven now si nce my f at her  was 
det ai ned by the FBI  because I  and my brother s had par t i ci pat ed i n Kendo or  
J ap. Fenci ng) set t l ed our sel ves i nto two apartments about  20' x 20T each. 

My f i r st  j ob came i n the form of  second cock i n Mess Hal l  #8, but  I  di dn't  
par t i cul ar l y r el i sh the work so I  t r i ed to get  some other  posi t i on. Af t er  al l , 
get t i ng up at  4 A.M. and worki ng i n the ki t chen t i l l  noon i n t hi s sul t r y val l ey 
weather  i sn't  very conduci ve towards the de el opment  of  proper  l anguage, especi al l y 
si nce I  had to put  i n 16 hr s. of  work dur i ng the 1st  two days and r ecei ved no 
r est  for  an ei ght een per i od. 

But  get t i ng another  posi t i on wasn't  as easy as i t  seemed; for  I  was enl i ght ened 
to the f act  that  even i n these Cent er s, a l i t t l e out si de hel p or  "pul l " was 
necessar y. My appl i cat i ons f or  mess ol er k and for  a repor ter  on the press went  
by negl ect ed. However , one of  my col l ege 'pal s ' who had become edi t or  of  the 
Wal erga Wasp wrote i n a recommendat ion to the Ei  J oaqui n, the Stockton Assembl y 
Cent er  paper . The r esul t  was t hat  I  got  i n as a r epor ter  one Sat ur day about  3 
weeks ago. On Monday, they asked the Ass . Ed. to r esi gn and I  was promoted. 
On Sat ur day, the st af f  t hreatened r esi gnat i on i f  the edi t or  di d net  r esi gn 
because he was too stuborn i n hi s pol i ci es. I  qui t  my j ob as Ass. Ed. and took 
up t eachi ng cur r ent  event s, hi st or y, and al gebra to hi gh school  students and 
adul t s. I  was asked to be the edi t or  and to choose my own st af f  so I  si gned up 
vol unt ar i l y on the newspaper  and am now t eachi ng as wel l . 

Cont rary t o what  many of  the I ssei 's t hought , the camps have been f ai r l y 
wel l  bui l t . Of  cour se, i t  consi st s of  onl y rows and rows of  creosote covered 
bar racks and messes but  i t  has not  worked too great  a har dshi p on amyone� 
except  for  the l ack of  pr i vacy» 
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LETTER 
Bar r y Shi ki  J une 18, 1942 
Stockton 

The food oost  for  t he f i r st  three weeks i n t hi s Center  has been about  
20- 25 cents per  person per  day. On some days, the cost  was aver agi ng 16- 18 
cent s» The Center  Foroe has been doi ng bi g busi ness whi l e money has been r  
moving out  i n a steady stream thru the post  of f i ce. I  am af r ai d t hat  i f  our  
paychecks don't  come soon or  i f  we are to be pai d af t er  the wal?, many of  us 
wi l l  be f i nanci al l y def unot . 

Ere my acr i bbl i ng sl oppy pen cover  t oo much t er r i t or y, I  shal l  spel l  
"f i ni s " to t hi s mi ser abl e manuscr i pt . 

Si ncer el y, 

(si gned) Bar ry Shi ki  

P .S. m sendi ng al ong a copy of  the Ei  J oaqui n. Pl ease note page 4 (bot t om). 
I  am wonder i ng i f  i t  was necessary f or  the Cent er i t es to buy e<fipment. 

Tv 



August  4, 1943 

Mr* Wi l l i am Denon 
2106» t f i l mot  St * 
Los Angel es, Cal i f * 

Dear Ur . Benoni 

VJe ar e i nt er es t ed i n obt ai ni ng dat a on t he evacuat i on of  t he 

J apanese f r om sout her n Cal i f o r n i a* I t  has come t o our  at t ent i on 

that you wer e conneet ed wi t h t he 0* J ohnson r anch upon whi ch 

l i v ed m&xty J apanese t enant s pr e- evacu t i on* 

Woul d you bo k i nd enough t o gi ve us i nf or mat i on concer ni ng 

t he ar r angement s under  whi ch t he J apanese l i v ed on t he r anch and 

t he ar r angement ® made when t hey wer e evac uat ed. Have new t enant s 

been f ound» Any pr oper t y l o s s ei t her  by J apanese or  Caucas i an 

occas i oned by t he J apanese evacuat i on woul d he of  i nt er es t  t o t h i s 

s t udy� I n shor t  we ar e at t empt i ng t o f o l l ow t hr ough i n as many 

cases as v o s s i t l e t he r ur al  and ur ban evacuat i on and any i f o r mat i on 

t hat  you mi ght  be wi l l i ng t o gi ve t o us wi l l  be gr eat l y appr ec i at ed* 

Because t hi s i s a s c i en t i f i eu sur vey names of  peopl e ar e not  i mp-

or t ant  and may be omi t t ed, ot her wi se det a i l s ar e wel comed* 

Shank you ver y much 

Si nc er el y your s , 

Re ôar on As s i s t ant , (Manni ni  
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August 5, 1942 

Vr* Ben Xoshi oki 
Santa Ani ta Assembl y Center 
Ar cadi a, Cal i f or ni a 

Dear Mr* Yoshi oki t 

I t lias come to our at tent i on that you were a f r i end of the 

J apanese man who was at tached and ki l l ed i n the Imper i al  Val l ey 

and about whi ch the aut hor i t i es seemi ngl y di d not hi ng. Am I correct? 

We are car ryi ng ou a sci ent i f i c stuâ r by students at the Uni ver si t y 

and are seeki ng fact s concerni ng the evacuat i on« Thi s i s one case 

i n whi ch i t seems the facts are hard to ascer tai n* Woul d you i f 

possi bl e be so ki nd as to i nform us of the si t uat i on above and itfe 

r easons. Karnes are not too i mportant so i f you prefer to subs-

t i t ut s f i ct i c i ous nam«s i n order to present the fact s the mater i al  

woul d st i l l  be of great val ue to us» 

I f there are other references you might gi ve us concerni ng the 

evacuat i on of the Imper i al  Val l ey or el sewhere we woul d appreciate 

i t 

ï hank you very much 

Si ncer el y yours 

Research Assi stant * Gi anni ni 



August 6,19 3̂. 

Dear Dr Thomas, 

I was more than sorrv to hear of the new WCCA r est r i ct i ons and the 

the ef fect that i t had on your work. Both Char l i e and Fred thi nk that 

I t wa9 par t l y my faul t to l et the admi ni st rat i on i n on the work you 

were doi ng but I thought al l  al ong that the WCCA had sanct i oned your 

work. I f i t was my faul t l et me apol ogi se for i t but l et me cl at fSy my 

posi t i on. I was not the stooge of the admi ni st rat i on but one who was 

vl tfcl l y andt hear t i l y i n favor wi th the work you were doi ng for us 

evacuees i n camp. I thi nk that Mr Kl l pat r i ck was al so in f awr of the 

work you were doi ng. In fact he sent you one of the onl y fourr copi es 

of our educat i onal  report that was ever sent to the outsi de. Thi s was 

done wi thout the sanct i on of the head of f i ce and he was cal l ed down for 

i t . When they checked ut> on. who he sent these reports to I thi nk your 

name was submi tted and Mr Greene checked up on i t . I t makes me boi l  

i nsi de to be forced to fol l ow such shor tsi ded orders as the one that 

i s af fect i ng us both. 

Si nce bei ng here at Tanforan I have wr i t ten over 300 pages on 

educat i on and I wanted to take them wi th me but Mr Greene wi l l  not 

l et me sayi ng that i t i s the report of one of the act i vi t i es of the 

WCCA in camp fchd that headquaters for bi ds any Feportso l i ke that to 

be taken from camp. Thi s data that I have wr i t ten woul d be of l i t t l e 

or no val ue to anyone but mysel f or to persons l i ke you and I want to 

take them badl y. I wanted to take al l  the weekl y reports of our dept 

as wel l  as the speci al  report that I wpDte for the dept and the report 

of our Town Hal l  meeti ngs wi th me as reference for the work I pl anned 

to do in the futur e. You can see that I am feel i ng t hi s order as 

much as you. 

I hope that Something can be done by you so that they wi l l  rel ease 



the ban on such type of work because I t wi l l  be necessar y to keep some 

sort of documentary evi dence as to the work conducted here. Pl ease 

l et me know how you make out wi th Mr Sandqui st . 

I hone that you wi l l  not condemm me too st rangl y for what happened 

and i f I hear of any new bans or change i n the WCCA ool i ci es I wi l l  

not i f y you i mmedi atel y. I f at any time you wnat me to hel p you out 

i n col l ect i ng more data or i f you want me to record ray i ppressi ons 

of the events here af t er we are r eset t l ed I wi l l  be gl ad to do so. 

Very 



August 17 1942  ̂ * 

Hemo Scar di gl i  
36 Bernard St r eet 
San Franci sco Cal i f 
Tuxedo 6590 

Dear Vi r gi ni a; 

Such a l ong del ay.I am r eal l y ashamed of mysel f , 

but , here i s a l ot of data. Some you may be abl e to use and some 

may be usel ess. Make use of what you can and destroy the r est . 

There may be i ncl uded i n that mat er i al , some thi ngs that woul d 

be bet ter kept conf i dent i al .and i n some cases destroyed when 

you have gotten the meat out of i t .1 l eave i t ent i r el y up to 

your sense of deser i î en f i t ness (bet t er ?) I can't type or spel l  

ei t her . 

I have a great deal  to t el l  you, but r i ght ndw I haven't 

the t i me. So many thi ngs are pi l i ng up. I can t el l  you thi s , However 

I have been of fered a very good j ob ( a posi t i on) wi th the Val l ej o 

Housi ng Author i ty i n Val l ej o. Whi ch I thi nk I wi l l  take, i t sounds 

very i nt er est i ng. 1 don't know anythi ng about housi ng,but much of 

i t seems to touch thi ngs tha& I have feather been i nterested i n or 

have done.So l ets hope for t the best . 

Drop me a l i ne here at home and l et me know thi ngs. 

I l l  wr i te a l ong l et t er l ater or bet ter yet we can get together 

for a dr i nk or somethi ng. 

Have been i n touch wi t h Hi l da r ecent el y.i n fact my 

wi fe had l unch wi t h her . Do you ever see her? 

So t i l l  l ater 

Ar r i vederci 

P.S. I bel i eve Dr Mi l l s i s goi ng to be connected wi th the V.H.A. 

I s fj&aft good? 
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i l  x y l ^ ^ t ^ ^ x L , ~ 
- WU 
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CHITOSHI YANAGA 

1395 SOUT H M I L WA U K E E ST 

DENVER. COL OR A DO 

September  23, 1942 

Dr . Dorothy S. Thomas 
Gi anni ni  Foundat i on 
Uni ver si t y of  Cal i f or ni a 
Ber kel ey, Cal i f or ni a 

Dear  Dr . Thomas: 

I  have j ust  r ecei ved a l et t er  from Tom Shi butani  i n whi ch he 
states t hat  he has heard several  repor t s of  my whereabouts and my 
doi ngs but  "al l  of  them do not  check". The l et t er  was addressed to 
the Uni ver si t y of  Col orado at  Boul der  where I  might  have gone i f  I  
had for t y ei ght  hours to my day. Si nce he says that  he has asked 
you to send a mimeographed copy of  hi s paper  to me, I  thought  I  
had bet t er  get  i n touch wi t h you immediatel y so t hat  i t  wi l l  not  
be sent  t o t he wrong addr ess. 

Ever  si nce we ar r i ved i n Denver  "onl y" three months ago we 
have been t hi nki ng of  you and l ooki ng back especi al l y on the wonder-
f ul  di nner  and the del i ght f ul  eveni ng we enjoyed at  your  home before 
our  hasty depar ture. We have had some i nt er est i ng exper i ences i n 
the past  three months. By far  the most  t r yi ng was the di f f i cul t y 
of  f i ndi ng a house. I t  took us f i ve weeks of  i ncessant  search 
before we found one. We pr act i cal l y turned to ci t y of  Denver  upsi de 
down so far  as the Federal  Government  agenci es were concerned. Fi nal l y 
wi th t he hel p of  the War  Product i on Board whi ch gave us a pr i or i t y 
as war  workers we were abl e to get  the present  house whi ch i s a 
spanki ng new br i ck bungal ow -  so new that  we al most  spent  the f i r st  
ni ght  wi thout  l i ght s. We f el t  l i ke pi oneer s as we had to wal k on 
di r t  path i n get t i ng from the st r eet  t o the house. I t  was more than 
a week before the wal k and the dr i veway were put  i n. Now af t er  near l y 
two months, we are get t i ng the begi nni ngs of  a l awn which we are l ooki ng 
forward t o enj oyi ng next  spr i ng. 

The main di f f i cul t y i n get t i ng a home was race pr ej udi ce whi ch 
apparent l y has been aggravated by the resentment  agai nst  the i nf l ux 
of  vol untary evacuees and perhaps even more by the t r ansfer  of  hatred 
of  the J apanese mi l i t ar y to even the most  i nnocuous i ndi vi dual s of  
J apanese descent . The admi ni st r at i ve head of  our  Denver  of f i ce who was 
t r yi ng to get  us a pl ace got  t he sor t  of  response from a real  estate 
agent  whi ch may not  be t ypi cal  but  at  l east  r ef l ect s the mental  
at t i t ude of  a great  many home owners. Thi s par t i cul ar  r eal  est at e 
agent 's r epl y was: "Don't  you know we'r e f i ght i ng the J aps? I  won't  
have anythi ng to do wi th J ap s. Thi s, af t er  i t  had been expl ai ned 
t hat  we were goi ng vi t al  war  work as empl oyees of  the U.S. Government. 
The publ i c ei t her  does not  know or  does not  care to know the di f f er ence 
between J apanese mi l i t ar i st s and Amer i can ci t i zens of  J apanese descent . 



Asi de from t he di f f i cul t y we exper i enced i n get t i ng a house, 
our  exper i ences have been very pl easant  on t he whol e. I  have found 
those i ndi vi dual s wi t h whom I  have come i n contact  exceedi ngl y f r i endl y, 
I  have not  had any occasi on as yet  to f i nd out  t he at t i t ude of  t he man 
i n t he st r eet . I t  seems t hat  everywhere I  go, peopl e i nvar i abl y t ake 
me for  a Chi nese. Cl ar a had j ust  one exper i ence whi ch I  consi der  
def i ni t el y on the unpl easant  si de, but  i t  was the sor t  of  t hi ng t hat  
can happen anywhere. 

I  have been very for t unat e i n my cont act s here as t he i ndi vi -
dual s wi t h whom I  have become acquai nted are Uni ver si t y peopl e and 
those i n t he var i ous of f i ces of  the Federal  Government . I  have be-
come qui t e wel l  acquai nted wi th one of  the chi ef s (di vfcsi dn) of  t he 
r egi onal  of f i ce of  the WRA. 

So far  as the vol untar y evacuees i n Denver  are concer ned, I  
have not  had the oppor tuni t y yet  to observe them. I  hope I  aan get  
around to doi ng a l i t t l e st udy. There are about  t en students now at  
t he Uni ver si t y of  Denver  who have come out  of  Assembl y Cent er s. I f  
you woul d l i ke to use them ei t her  as subj ect s or  obser ver s, wi l l  you 
pl ease l et  me know? 

Cl ar a j oi ns me i n sendi ng our  warmest  r egards to you and your  
good husband. 

Si ncer el v vour s. 
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LETTER 
Mineko Shi r oi shi  undated 
Santa Ani t a 

Buddhi st  on the same af t er noon* For  the benef i t  of  both f i r st  and second 
gener at i on J apanese al l  ser vi ces are conducted i n both Engl i sh and J apanese» 

As yet  there are no school s at  Santa Ani t a. Thi s assembl y cent er  di f f er s 
from Manzanar  i n t hat  i t  i s merel y a temporary r ecei vi ng center  and t her efor e 
whether  sohool s wi l l  be est abl i shed by Septmeber  cannot  say. But  i n atfcy 
event  "I  hope i t  wi l l  be soon because the ol e noggi n i s cer t ai nl y get t i ng rusty wi t h 
di suse� 

Now t hat  you know t hat  t her e are no school s here you al so know t hat  
r ecr eat i on or  i nt er est  of  some sor t  must  be created to keep the young peopl e 
occupi ed. Si nce basebal l  season i s at  i t s hei ght  now, Santa Ani t a has gone 
Sof t bal l  mad, and as you may expect  that  i s the main spor t  fol l owed i n the 
l i ne of  r ecr eat i on. Gi r l s as wel l  as boys Sof t bal l  l eagues have been formed 
and the oenter  oval  of  Ani t a Chi qui t a Tr ai ni ng Track has been t ransformed i nto 
a ser i es of  Sof t bal l  di amonds. Other  than sof t bal l , the Boy Scouts movement  i s 
bei ng st ar t ed as wel l  as community si ngi ng, sewi ng, and danci ng, ¿or  younger  
ohi l dr en between the ages of  5- 11 t her e are r ecr eat i onal  cl asses from 9- 11 i n 
the morning and 1- 4 i n the af t er noon. The program of  these younger  chi l dr en 
consi st s of  l ear ni ng t hei r  ABC's, r eadi ng, dr awi ng, ski ppi ng r ope, and so on. 

Now for  the minor  detai l s- - the cant een, the hospi t al , t he post  of f i ce, 
our  center  newapaper , and our  few and other  r est r i ct i ons. The canteeti  at  
t hi s assembl y oenter  i s our  general  store as/wel l  as meet i ng pl ace. I t  sel l s 
everythi ng from sof t  dr i nks to f l y swat ter s and i s r eal l y something conveni ent  
to have. 

As f or  our  post  of f i ce, i t  i s a branoh of  the mai n Ar cadi a post  of f i ce. 
St ar t i ng l ast  week we have had mai l  car r i er  ser vi ce. Before i t  was gener al  
del i ver y. I t  used to be a "oome and t ry to get  i t " af f ai r  and i t  wasn't  r ar e 
to have to wai t  from 30 to 4o mi nutes i n l i ne i n order  to cl ai m your  mai l . 

The center  hospi t al  i s l ocated i n the admi ni st r at i on bui l di ng* Here 
cl i ni c hours are hel d dai l y and i t  i s here al so that  al l  i ncoming evacuees 
r ecei ve t hei r  t r i pl e t yphoi d and smal l pox shot s. Al though Santa Ani t a i s not  
yet  qui t e two months ol d, qui t e a number  of  bi r t hs ha e been r egi st er ed, "hie 
f i r s t  baby was a boy, much tc the di sappoi ntment  of  hi s fat her  who had hi s 
hear t  set  on naming i t  "\ ni t a". 

Our  center  publ i cat i on whi ch has been named the "Sant a Ani t a Pacemaker" 
makes i t s weekl y appearance each Tuesday af t er noon. Al r eady a f r i endl y 
but  l i vel y r i val r y has sprung up between our  paper  and t hat  of  our  f oe, "The 
Manzanar  Fr ee Pr ess". 

We are pret t y much l ef t  to our  own at  t hi s assembl y cent er . Sent r i es 
sur round the c8mp and search l i ght s shi ne at  ni ght , but  even then we are f r ee 
to do anythi ng we wi sh wi t hi n the cent er . Cur few i s at  10:00 p.m. whi ch al l ows 
us 2 more hours than we woul d have out si de. Cont raband i ncl udi ng such ar t i cl es 
as kni ves, st r ai ght - r azor s, metal  chopst i cks, f i r earms and i nt oxi cat i ng l i quor s 
are pr ohi bi t ed. Upon ar r i val  the evacuees baggage as wel l  as incoming parcel s 



COPY 
(fi4 Is-

let ter 
Min/efKo Shi r oi shi  
San 

undated 

Bar rack 16, Uni t  23, Ave. 6 
Santa Ani t a Assembl y Center  
Ar cadi a, Cal i f * 

Dear  Mr . Chest er , 

Now over  a month of  l i f e at  Santa Ani t a behi nd, I  am wr i t i ng to you once 
agai n to t el l  you of  how t hi ngs have been at  t hi s assembl y cent er . I n the f i r st  
pl ace some 660 evacuees from San Fr anoi sco ar r i ved at  Santa Ani t a Race Track at  
twel ve noon Tuesday, March 7th af t er  l eavi ng San Franci sco the previ ous even-
i ng at  7:30 p.m. Up unt i l  5:00 p/m. Monday we evacuees bel i eved t hat  our  
dest i nat i on was to be Manzanar  r ather  than t hi s race t r ack. Updin ar r i val  we 
found or gani zat i on of  t hi s evacuat i on camp wel l  underway, 2'he st abl es had 
been remodel ed and new bar racks were under  const r uct i on. Evacuees from Long 
Beach, San Pedr o, Wi l mi ngton and Lomi ta had proceded us by sever al  days and 
af t er  the f i r st  week we had pret t y wel l  adapted our sel ves to camp r out i ne. 
There are so many par ts and phrases to l i f â t  Santa Ani t a that  i t  i s r at her  
di f f  i cul t  t o t el l  you ever yt hi ng» But  I  shal l  t r y and pray- »- pray t hat  you 
wi l l  be abl e to deci pher  the mess. 

As I  have ment i oned bef or e, shel t er  at  Santa Ani t a consi st s not  onl y of  remodel ed 
st abl es but  al so of  newl y const ructed bar r acks. Upon ar r i val  we were assi gned 
to our  uni t s. I n the st abl es, each uni t  consi st s of  two rooms and approxi matel y 
30 uni t s make a bar r aok. Af t er  the f i r st  f ew days when you have become accustomed 
to the noi se (cr yi ng babi es) et  al , and the hor sey odor  of  the st abl es whi ch i s 
f ar  from smel l i ng l i ke expensi ve per fume, you then come to the concl usi on t hat  
"t hi s here pl aoe ai n't  bad". We've been provi ded wi t h f ar  more than we expect ed, 
Each uni t  i s suppl i ed wi t h a bucket  and broom and each person wi t h cot , bl anket , 
and mat t r ess. 

As f or  f ood, at  present  there are 6 caf et er i as i n oper at i on each wi t h a 
capaci t y of  from 650 to 3,000 persons dependi ng upon i t s si ze« Ri ce and 
J apanese food are served here r at her  f r equent l y though perhaps not  qui t e as 
of t en as at  home. For ks, spoons, cups and di shes are suppl i ed and r eal l y i t  
seems so awkward and so odd to eat  r i ce i n a di sh and wi t h a fork r at her  than 
i n a bowl  and wi t h chopst i cks I  

Perhaps you are wonder i ng by new what  types of  occupat i ons t he evacuees 
here pur sue. A survey was r ecent l y conducted among the r esi dent s of  t hi s 
assembl y center  to f i nd out  the number  of  persons who are abl e to work and 
the types of  occupat i ons they pr ef er . At  pr esent , the demand i t  seems i d 
most l y f or  gi r l s to wai t  i n caf et er i as, cooks, j ani t or s, auxi l i ar y pol i cemen and 
t ypewr i t er  r epai r men. Other  types of  workers whom one may al so f i nd here are 
l abor er s who rake the grounds and l oad and di st r i but e cot s, t i cks, et c ., t ypi st s, 
r ecr eat i on l eader s, counter  at t endant s, gar dener s, t i mekeeper s, f i l e cl er ks, 
doct or s, nur ses, and personnel  of f i ce wor ker s. Eaoh day more and more peopl e 
are bei ng pl aced i n j obs and i t  i s hoped t hat  al l  avai l avl e workers wi l l  be 
pl aced i n sui t abl e occupat i ons i n a shor t  t i me. 

Despi- te the f act  t hat  the J apanese here are i n an assembl y cent er , they 
have not  for got t en r el i gi on, Church ser vi ces are hel d each week end�Sevent h 
Day Advent i st  on Sat ur day, Cat hol i c and Pr ot est ant s on Sunday morning and 
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LETTER 
Mineko Shi r oi shi  undated 
Santa Ani t a 

are opened and i nspect ed* Never t hel ess permi ts are i ssued to r el at i ves and 
busi nessmen to vi s i t  evacuees at  the Bal dwi n Avenue Gate and t hat  at  l east  
gi ves you some contact  wi t h peopl e out si de. 

I  guess t het 's al l . Now, i s there anyt hi ng el so you woul d l i ke to know 
about  Santa Ani t a? I  take i t  t hat  you most  l i kel y know t hat  the cent er  
popul at i on hi t s up somewhere near  t he 17,000 mar k. Among the ci t i es r epresented 
here are San Di ego, Hawthorne, Whi t t i er , Lomi t a, Wi l mi ngt on, Nor wal k, Lofi  Angel es 
San Pedr o, Compton, Long Beach, Chul a, Wi st a, and ân Fr anci sco. 

Wel l , now that  t hat 's over  wi t h how are you? I  hope you'r e very wel l  
and t hat  you'l l  remain so for  a l ong time to come. 

Gosht  Spr i ng term and together  wi t h i t  Freshmen r ecept i on, St udent  
t al ent , ROTC compet i t i on, Ci r cus day, the Seni or  pl ay, the Acorn and the 
Oak Leaf , the ACAL Traok Meet  at  Edwards f i el d and as i f  that  were not  
enough ex weeks and student  body meet i ngs sandwi ched i n bet ween. War  
must  have af f ect ed school  too but  I  do hope you haven't  done away ent i r el y 
wi th the t r adi t i ons t hat  make Al ameda Hi gh what  i t  i s . 

« 

But  then I ' ve taken up too much of  your  t ime al r eady. I  have to cl ose 
now so good bye for  t hi s t ime and good l uck f or  al ways. 

Yours si ncer el y, 

(si gned) Mineko Shi r oi shi  

B.S. The way I  murder  the Ki ngs Engl i sh woul d make Mr s. gomick swoon, but  
pl ease excuse. 



September 8, 1943 

Dr . T*G. Ishimaru 
Poston General  Hospital  
Colorado Ri ver  Rel ocat i on Project 
Poston, Arizona 

Dear Dr* Ishimaru, 

Thank you very muoh for sending me oopies of your reports and 
of the detai l s regarding internees* I appreoiate the great amount of work 
that must have gone into the tabulation of internees and congratulate 
you on being able to oarry through this laborious work* Further, X wish 
you every suooess in bringing your recommendations to the attention of the 
Washington authorities and offi cial s« 

In regard to your reports, i t seems to me you would have a 
stronger ease i f you could exemplify your points to a greater extent with 
oonorete Information and detai l s. For example, you point out that member-
ship in certain associations was taken by the government agencies as prima 
facie evidence of "subversive* intentions* It seems to me that an analysis 
of organizations to which Japanese in Amerioa belonged is cal led for* You 
say they have used "misleading names and characters of the Japanese language 
to give i ts organisation an impressive name*" This point seems to me to 
be worthy of considerable development, with many examples given from 
experience and from interview. I f you should write such a historical  and 
analytical  account, I should be most happy i f you would send me a copy of i t . 

You raise the question of possible employment on our Study* I 
regret to have to inform you that al l  positions on the Study are f i l l ed, and 
that I do not anticipate any vacancies in the near future* I might say that 
most of the workers on our study are î sei , several  of them st i l l  at Re-
location Projects, but four of them now located in Chioago to study the 
resettlement of the evacuees* Three of these are ful l- time workers, but 
the fourth col laborates with us on an informal  basi s, as he is otherwise em 
ployed by the Friends Servioe Committee* This is Togo Tanaka who i s, I 
bel ieve, an acquaintance of yours* Both Mr* Tanaka and I would be pleased to 
hear from you, from ti ê to time, and to receive any further reports that 
you may prepare. 

Again with many thanks and cordial  regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

d 
Dorothy Swaine Thomas 
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Bl oc.. 24? Bidg-  12, Apt-  4 

Manzanar , Cal i f or ni a 

Dr . Dorothy Thomas 

Soci  l ogy Department  

Uni ver si t y of  Cal i f or ni a 

Ber kel ey, Cal i f or ni a 

Dear  Dr . Thomas, 

I t ' s r at her  di f f i cul t  t o st ar t  a l et t er  of  t hi s sor t . Al l  of  my 

soci ol ogy pr ofessor s at  U.C.L .A . were men and so I  t r y to i magi ne how 

y u woul d l ook l i ke but  i t ' s har d. 

Dr . Panunzi o wanted us t o t ake as many el ect i ves as possi bl e and 

not  speci al i ze t oo much i n soci ol ogy so t hat  up t o my seni or  year  I 've 

had Mar r i age and Fami l y and Ur ban Soci ol ogy both by Dr . Leonard Bl oom. 

I 've al so had Soci al  Pr ocesses by Dr . Panunzi o. Dur i ng my seni or  year  

I  was t aki ng Cr ime and Del i n uen- y unt i l  I  had t o qui t  i n Apr i l . I n 

addi t i on, I 've t aken psychol ogy courses under  Dr . Genger el l i  a- nd Dr . 

Davi s. 

At  pr esent , I  am doi ng soci al  work here under  Mr s. Miya Ki kuchi  who 

t ol d me about  your  pr oj ect . When I  l ef t  U.C.L .A. Dr . Bloom made a 

si mi l i ar  r equest  but  si nce I  r ecei ved no out l i ne or  mat er i al  t o work 

f r om, I  presume t hat  t he pr oj ect  has been t r ansf er r ed t o U.C. at  Ber kel ey. 

As soon as Dr . Car t er  ar r i ved her e, Mr s. Ki kuchi  r efer r ed me to her . 

Dr . Car t er  i nqui r ed as to what  I  was par t i cul ar l y i nt er est ed i n wor ki ng. 

That  i s a r at her  di f f i cul t  quest i on t o answer  of fhand si nce ever yt hi ng 

under  Soci ol ogy over l ap so much. However , af t er  some t hi nki ng, I  deci ded 

t hat  I  woul d be most  capabl e of  obser vi ng and st udyi ng al l  soci al  pheno-

mena her e i n r el at i on t o the fami l y uni t . I  t hi nk I  can be of  par t i cul ar  

hel p i n t hi s l i ne because al l  of  my co- workers (some f i f t een of  them) ar e 

doi ng of f i ce and f i el d work speci al i zi ng i n Fami l y Rel at i ons and I  ca- n 
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get  speci f i c dat as f r .m them. 

A day's program might  r un something l i ke t hi s: 

8:00 t o 10 a.m.�Fami l y Rel at i ons confer ence (hel d every 

Monday, Wednesday and Fr /i day morni ng) Here we di scuss such t hi ngs 

as: (Sampl e notes from J une 29) A fami l y r equest  t hat  they be moved 

to another  quar t er  si nce t hei r  roomate, a middl e- aged woman, t hr eat ens 

t o k i l l  them. She had pr evi j usl y been moved f or  t h£ same r eason. We 

f i na _y made ar rangements t o have her  moved to Bl ock 27. Many cases 
mi l d 

of /i nsani t y i s expected to occur  from t he overcrowded condi t i ons 

here (two to f our  f ami l i es i n one room) and from l ack of  t hi ngs t o 

keep the i nhabi t ant s busy. I  can r eci t e many cases where t her e i s 

much t ensi on because so many f ami l i es ar e l i vi ng i n one room. I  mysel f  

have had the same exper i ence and I  can t gl l  you t hat  you j ust  get  

desper at e f or  means of  r el axat i on at  home. 

The pl i ght  of  young and r ecent l y mar r i ed coupl es i s a ser i ous 

one. Pr i or  t o evacuat i on, the f i r st  thought  t hat  probabl y came to 

young peopl e contempl at i ng on making a home was: "Wi l l  we be 
9 

separ at ed," The best  sol ut i on t o t hat  quest i on seemed to be 

mar r i age and t hat  i s t he r eason we have so many r ecent l y mar r i ed 

coupl es her e. Now, al l  t hese coupl es were put  i nt o any room 

wi t hout  any consi der at i on. 

Dur i ng the course of  the day, I  met"(wo br ot her s who had t eeen 

doi ng busi ness i n Los A�ngel es. They brought  up t he et er nal  quest i on 

of  our  "cant een"�t he dry goods and food st or e. When two st or es 

serve 10,000 per sons, you can i magi ne t hat  t he pr of i t s r un i nt o 

t he thousands and t hey do�pr of i t s r ange from $2,000 t o $4,000 a month 

f or  one st or e Because peopl e her e ar e CHARGED CITY PRI CES. I t  i s 

al l r i ght  t o charge t hese pr i ces when peopl e ar e making $100 a month 

but  when a f at her  wi t h a fami l y of  f i ve makes onl y f>8,00 a month her e 



t hen i t  i s a di f f er ent  mat t er . Sal ar y r ,nge from $8.00 f or  unski l l ed 

l abor  t o $16.00 f or  pr of essi onal  wor ker s. On such a sal ar y, the average 

fami l y her e (f i ve t o seven) wi l l  have t o have the ot her  necessi t i es 

of  l i f e such as shoes, cl ot hi ng ,et c . f ur ni shed by t he governement  

or  sol d to them at  a f our t h of  the ci t y pr i ces. 

Pr i or  to ©Tacnation,  many of  t he f at her s were t aken by t he Feder al  

government . We have f i ound many cases where i n such a f at her l ess f ami l y 

t he mother  i s too busy t aki ng care of  t he t ot s to work and the ol dest  

chi l d i s not  yet  ol d enough t o wor k. Thi s i s especi al l y t r ue of  t he 

group who came from Ter mi nal  I s l and. 

Mr . Templ e i s worki ng on t hese probl ems and we hope t hat  event ual l y 

we may be abl e to j Ur uchase t hi ngs and sel l  them at  cost  pr i ce; make a 

p rogram whereby we can have the mothers wi t h smal l  chi l dr en work; and 

st ar t  a sewi ng pr oj ect  her e. (Power  and sewi ng machi nes have been or der ed.) 

Medi cal  care i s anot her  one of  our problems.  Yest er day, a r esi dent  

approached me t el l i ng me that  she had wai t ed i n a l ong l i ne t o get  some 

at t ent i on on her  t oot hache. The l i ne was so l ong t hat  she f i nal l y had 

to go home wi t hout  seei ng the doct or . She had t o wal k one mi l e to get  

to the cl i ni c and back home, meant  wal ki ng another  mi l e. Thi s i s onl y 

one of  a t ypi cal  case. Ther e ar e onl y f i ve doctor s ser vi ng 10,000 

p eopl e wi t hout  adequate equi pment . The new hospi t al  i s bei ng bui l t  

now and t hi s may sol ve some of  our  medi cal  pr obl ems. 

These ar e j ust  gener al i zat i on and few sampl e cases. I  under st and 

t hat  you wi l l  gi ve out  some out l i ne by whi ch we can do more speci f i c 

w or k. I  hope t hat  i t  wi l l  ar r i ve soon as I  am very much i nt er est ed. 

Si ncer el y, 

Miwako Yamaguchi  
¡l ock 2A, Bl dg. 12. Apt . 4 
[anzanar* Ca l i f o r ni a 



J anuary 12, 1943 

Mr . Edward Chester 
Super i ntendent of Housi ng 
Manzanar Rel ocat i on Proj ect 
Manzanar , Cal i f or ni a 

Bear Ed: 

By t hi s time you wi l l  have recei ved Dor othy's 
l et t er . I t i s st i l l  my opi ni on that the best way you 
can sol i di f y your r el at i ons wi t h her and wi t h the Study 
i s to turn in a det ai l ed and we11- documented account of 
the Manzanar i nci dent . I am qui te sure she was i mpressed 
by my unexaggerated descr i pt i on of your ki ndness, your in-
si ghts and your posi t i on in the Manzanar communi ty. The 
rest i s up to your r epor t . 

You may be i nt er est ed to know that I had a ver y 
good t al k wi th Tanaka, and that he too wi l l  wr i te a det ai l ed 
account of the shoot i ng i nci dent . Wi th hi s report and the 
one from you and J anet I thi nk we wi l l  have the best poss-
i bl e coverage of the af f ai r . Tanaka i s sendi ng hi s repor t 
in pi ece- meal  as he wr i tes i t . . Dorothy thus can cr i t i c i ze 
i t as i t devel ops. Al so i t i s a very i mpressi ve demonstra-
t i on of cont i nued i nterest on Tanakafs par t . I t hi nk you 
your sel f might pr of i t abl y pursue the same procedure. 

I mysel f wrote up a j ournal ese account of my 
i mpressi ons dur i ng my two day v i s i t . As soon as I can get 
t hi s copi ed I wi l l  send i t of f to you. I am i mpressed af ter 
readi ng my repor t wi th the necessi t y of a car eful  background 
story of the act i vi t i es of the "250% American11 group sya wel l  
as of the ant i - admi ni st rat i on fact i ons and gangs. Al so, 
the more eye- wi tness accounts you get of the meeti ngs in 
front of the admi ni st rat i on bui l di ng, the hospi tal  i nci dent , 
and the two meet i ngs in the f i r ebr eak on Sunday af t er noon, 
the bet ter i t wi l l  be. I have accounts of a sort of the 
admi ni st rat i on bui l di ng meet i ngs, but not of the f i r ebr eak 
gat her i ngs. I f you coul d get eye- wi tness accounts of what 
the speakers sai d at these meet i ngs, I t hi nk you woul d have 
�omethl rig very val uabl e. Al so, i f there are st at i st i cs 
avai l abl e showi ng the bl ock by bl ock popul at i on breakdown 
of Manzanar , perhaps that might shed some l i ght on why al l  
the t roubl es seemed to spr i ng from Bl ock 22. Do you have any 
ecol ogi cal  expl anat i on f or thi s bl ock bei ng the seat of the 
t r oubl e? 

Fi nal l y, I am compl etel y i n the dark sbout the 
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measures taken by the admi ni st rat i on to oor ral  the t roubl e-
makers, though the newspapers have car r i ed st or i es that they 
have been i noaroerated in the Inyo County j ai l s« Who was 
apprehended and how many? Are they goi ng to be taken to the 
Pal ton Creek camp? A def i ni t e part of your story shoul d be 
coverage of thi s aftermathvphase of the shoot i ng i nci dent« 

Because of Rut h's previ ous commitments, I have had 
to back order your cof fee for a very short t i me. However, X 
have sent you some l i qui d st i mul ant in a di f fer ent form that 
I hope wi l l  serve as a sat i sfact or y, temporary- - subst i tute. 
I hope It ar r i ves saf el y, I send you, Bl anche* and J anet ray 
very si ncere thanks and my best r egar ds, 

Cor di al l y your s, 

Morton Orodzi ns 
Research Assi stant 

MQ:mw 



J anuar y 1,1943 

Dear Mr # Mer r i t t , 

Mr»» Lucy Adams suggested that we sand the encl osed 
l et t er s to you for for war di ng to Mr» Tanaka and Mi ss Okazaki , 
who, as you may know, have been connected wi t h the Uni ver si t y 
or Cal i f or ni a Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement St udy, We shal l  
gr eat l y appr eci at e t hi s cour t esy. I© hope very much that 
i t wi l l  be possi bl e for Mr« Gr odzi ns of our st af f to vi si t 
them some time i n the near f ut ur e, Mr . Cozzens, who wi l l  
presumabel y be i n Manzanar i n a day or two, knows more about 
our t r oubl es and our pl ans and wi l l  t al k to you about them. 

Very si ncer el y yours 
I 

Dorothy Swai ne Thomas 
Pr ofessor of Rur al  Soci ol ogy 

\  ' V M � , \  i  IiÈ 
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J anuary 8, 1943 

/ Mr* Edward Chester 
llan sanar War Relocation Authority 
Manganar, Cal i fornia 

Dear Ed $ 

Morton has told me of his conversations with you and of your continued 
interest in the Evacuation and Resettlement Study* I am genuinely sorry i f I 
disappointed you by not sending instructions in regard to your studies at ISansanar* 
But as I am sure I told you, Manxanar was not approved as a locus of research 
when we fi rst requested permission from the WRA to enter the camps» Therefore 

i  we decided to concentrate on Gi l a, Tule Lake, and Poston* Okasaki and Tanaka, up 
! to this time, have been working exclusively on pre- evacuationmaterlal * Now, 
'however, offi cial s have indioated their wi l l ingness to have us make contacts i n 
any of the relocation centers we wish. I t i s, of course, too late to make a 
systematic study at Mansanar but that i s not essential  to our study, anyway* 
Nevertheless, I do think we can now profi tabl y make some observations at Mansanar 
and, at the same time, cl ari fy your relation to the study. 

I understand that i n col laboration with Miss Goldberg, you wi l l  prepare a 
document which Morton has discussed with you, for which we wi l l  pay an honorarium* 
We find i t di ffi cul t to set prices i n advance for these documents, the sise of 
the honorarium natural l y varying with the time observers have avai l able to work 
on the documents and the completeness of the documents themselves* The 
honorarium that Morton mentioned in talking to you i s satisfactory, i f the 
document i s a complete one* 

As for your future status, we would be open to proposals as to further 
documents, though you must understand that we wi l l  never change the emphasis of 
our study from the three camps on which we have such compl ete records from the 
very beginning of their existence* 

I am certainly grateful  to you for your courtesy and kindness to Morton 
and I thank you in advance for any contributions to the study you may make* 

Sincerely yours 

BSTsrj  
Dorothy Swaine Thomas 
Professor of Rural  Sociology 

h h 1BSI1 Ü nBHHHHH n̂U^̂ HI 



J anuary 14, 1943 

Mr . Roy Hoshl zakl  
Act i ng Edi t or 
"Manzanar Free Press11 

Manzanar Rel ocat i on Proj ect 
Manzanar , Cal i f or ni a 

Dear Mr . Hoshi zaki : 

On checki ng over our i ssues of the "Manzanar 
Free Pr es s / I f i nd that the fol l owi ng have not been 
recei vedi 

Vol . I I � -  Nos. 34 & 37 

I shal l  be gl ad i f you wi l l  send the above 
i ssues as soon as possi bl e to compl ete our f i l es . 

Si ncer el y your s, 

Dorothy Swai ne Thomas 
Professor of Rural  Soci ol ogy 

mw. 



March 20, 1943 

Mr . Edward Chester 
Super i nt endent of Housi ng 
Manzanar Rel ocat i on Pr oj ect 
Manzanar , Cal i f or ni a 

Dear Ed: 

Prom recent i tems i n the Manzanar Fr ee Pr ess. I f eel  
cer t ai n you are not l yi ng around i n a drunken stupor � whi ch 
i s one of the t hi ngs I thought possi bl e when I f ai l ed t o hear 
from you, 

I wr i t e now because, wi t h the end of our f i sc al  year 
appr oachi ng, i t i s necessar y f or us t o have some speci f i c i dea 
of our commi tments, Though I have not hear d from you i n al l  
t hi s t i me, I s t i l l  r et ai n hopes that you and J anet have pre-
par ed, or are pr epar i ng, a comprehensi ve hi st or y and repor t of 
the Manzanar I nc i dent . The poi nt i s , however , that i t i s 
neoessar y to have def i ni t e word from you about t hi s . I f you 
are pr epar i ng the r epor t , we wi l l  cont i nue to make pr ovi si on 
f or i t in t he budget , I r you ar e not pr epar i ng the r epor t , we 
wi l l  spend our money on other needed t hi ngs, I woul d appr eci ate 
i t I f you woul d drop me a note and t el l  me how t hi ngs st and. 

Al so t el l  me how you, Bl anche, J anet , et al , are f ar i ng. 
As a f i nal  bai t , do you need another pound of cof f ee, 

My ver y best wi shes to you al l , 

Si ncer el y your s, 

Morton Gr odzi ns 
Resear ch Assi st ant 

MG:mw 



mam m 

M̂J tfyM  ̂
Official Publication of Manzanar Relocation Center Manzanar, California 

May 31, 1943 

Dear  Subscr i ber : 

"Pi ct ur es r eveal  more than words can expr ess.w * 

The Manzanar  Fr ee Press i s publ i shi ng a Mid- Summer  

Pi ct or i al  on Sat ur day, J ul y 17. Thi s edi t i on wi l l  be a 

t en page i ssue and 10,000 copi es ar e to be ci r cul at ed. 

Reser vat i ons ar e now bei ng taken and we urge you to pl ace 

your  order  now, so as to avoi d di sappoi nt ment . Many of  

our  subscr i ber s mi ssed out  on the oppor tuni t y the l ast  

t ime and to avoi d dupl i cat i on, we ar e sendi ng not i ces to 

those who may be i nt er est ed. 

Pr i ce per  copy i s 10 cent s. Speci al  r at e of  one dol l ar  

f or  12 copi es. 

Your8 ver y t r ul y, 

Subscr i pt i on cl er k 

P.S* We al so handl e mai l i ng of  ext ra api es to your  
f r i ends for  ai addi t i onal  3fi f or  post age. 
There wi l l  be an addi t i onal  charge for  postage on each 
copy of  t he pr i ce quoted above. 



Pos t on Gener al  Ho s p i t a l  
P o s t o n,Ar i zo na 
Sept ember  12,1943 

Dr .Do r o t hy S.Thomas 
207 Gi ann i n i  Hal l  
Un i v er s i t y of  Ca l i f o r n i a 
Ber k e l ey ,Ca l i f o r n i a 

Dear  Dr .Thomas 

I  am i n r ec ei p t  o f  your  l e t t er  and t hank s f o r  t he r ep l y . At  t h i s t i me 
I  woul d l i k e t o have you del et e par t  o f  my r epor t  on t he J apanese 
I nt er nee and t hei r  f ami l y pr obl ems . The l as t  par agr aph r egar ds t he 
i nc i dent  at  L o r ds bur g,New Mexi co shoul d be ommi t t ed because I  have 
been c o r r ec t ed by t he pr oper  au t ho r i t i es . I  was i l l  adv i s ed r egar ds 
t hat  i nf o r mat i on and d i d no t  have f ac t ua l  ev i denc e t o pr ove my po i n t s . 

I t  was en t i r e l y my f au l t ,wi t h o u t  f o l l o wi ng up t he i nf o r mat i on and 
ac qui r e t he nec es s ar y f ac t s bef or e I  wr ot e i t  i nt o t h e / i eDo r t . K i ndl y 
do t h i s at  your  c onveni enc e and t hank s . 



Poston Ge. eral  Hospi tal  
Po ston, Ar i zona 
September 12,1945 

Memorandum to : 

Subj ect ; J apanese I nter nees and thei r fami l y probl ems. 

Submi tted by ; Dr .T. G. I shi mar u,dated August 3,1943 

Thi s i s to ret ract my statements i n the l ast paragraph of my 
report on the J apanese I nternees and thei r fami l y probl ems. That I 
di d not have fact ual  evi dences to gi ve my remarks of the unfor tunate 
i nci dent whi ch happened at Lordsburg,New Mexi co. 

I have been corrected by the proper aut hor i t i es and apol ogi ze 
to the fact that the i nformat i on was not the t ruth as gi ve t̂ o the 
wr i t er . 

He was sympatheti c toward the i nci dent and di d not fol l ow thru 
to check the i nformat i on of such i mpor tance,whi ch coul d have been 
del eted from the r epor t . 

Wi th si ncere r egr et s, I am 

Dr .T.G.I shi mar u 
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J anuary 12, 1944 

Mi ss Ter uko Mi t suyasu 
11- 8*0 
Topaz, Utah 

% 

Dear Mi ss Mi t suyasu: �" * �  ̂

Thank you f or your l et t er of December 28» I am 
del i ght ed to know t hat your goods ar r i ved s a f e l y * You 
may thank MA f or the fact t hat they were so wel l  t i ed 
up, si nce I had not hi ng to do wi t h them af t er they had 
l ef t the house* 

There were no expenses at al l  i nvol ved, and I 
was very gl ad to be of ser vi ce. 

Si ncer el y your s, 

Dorothy Swai ne Thomas 



1114 12t h St r eet  
Bo ul der ,Co l o r ado 
F e b . 15, 1945 

Dr .Do r o t hy S.Thomas 
207 Gi ann i n i  Hal l  
Un i v er s i t y of  Ca l i f o r n i a 
Ber k e l ey ,Ca l i f o r n i a 

Dear  Dr .Thomas :-

I t  has been somet i me s i nc e I  have wr i t t en t o you or  have submi t t ed 
a r epor t  concer ni ng t he J apanese peopl e. * have l e f t  t he Pos t on 
Rel o c at i o n Cent er  I nd was i n Was h i ngt o n ,D.C. wor k i ng f or  t he gover n-
ment  t i l l  t he l at t er  par t  o f  l as t  y ear . At  whi ch I  t i me 1 had t o 
r et ur n t o t h i s St at e t o be c l os e t o my i nv al i d mot her . I n my spar e 
t i me I  have wr i t t en t he enc l osed r epo r t  on Rel o c at i o n , t he s i gn i f i -
cance whi c h may dr op t o t he back gr ound due t o t he new or der  of  t he 
War  Rel o c at i o n Aut ho r i t y and t he War  Depar t ment  as of  J anuar y 2, 1945. 

Ho wev er , I  f eel  t hat  par t  o f  t he c pnt ent  i s âc t ual  and i s t o be t es t -
ed and exper i enc ed by t he J apanese r es i dent s i n t hes e Cent er s . K i nd l y 

. . r . . . _ -: 4- n u « « K a o n w r i + t o r i n n r i t o m e a s e -
ac c ept  t he r epor t  i n t he s p i r i t  i t  has been wr i t t en and t o me a se-
r i o us one as we see t he r ehab i l i t a t i o n pr ogr am ahead of  t he gr oup. 

Ev ac uat i on was bad enough but  I  f ee l  t ha r eh ab i l i t a t i o n i s a gr aver  
pr obl em as t he peopl e have p r ac t i c a l l y l o s t  ev er y t h i ng�bo t h c as es 
i t  i s a "f o r c e" i s s u e . 

P . S . I  hear  **rom Togo Tanaka o c c as i o nal l y but  mi s sed hi m as I  t r av el ed 

t hr u Chi c ago . 

Thank you f o r  your  a t t en t i o n , I  am 

OTTTTG.I shi mar u 



RELOCATION TODAY AND TOMORROW 
of the 

WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY 

By Dr . T* G. I shi mar u 

The wr i t er  of  t hi s r epor t  assumes t hat  the r eader  i s cogni sant  of  

the gener al  evacuat i on order  of  1942 on the West  Coast  and the subse-

quent  det ent i on of  110,000 J apanese peopl e, ci t i zens and al i en» al i ke, 

i n temporary assembl y cent er s and r el ocat i on cent er s» 

Thi s r epor t  i s wr i t t en i n the spi r i t  of  const r uct i ve cr i t i ci sm by 

act ual  i nfor mat i ons gat her ed by per sonal  i nt er vi ews i n the sever al  

East er n ci t i es t o eval uat e the probl ems at  hand» I t  al so expr esses 

the per sonal  r eact i ons of  t he wr i t er  whi ch he has observed dur i ng hi s 

two year s of  act i ve Center  l i f e and hi s f r ank comments i n r egards t o 

r el ocat i on, i ncl usi ve of  hi s two t r i ps to the East er n ar eas wi t hi n the 

l ast  two year s« Wi t hi n the r epor t , some poi nt s wi l l  be cr i t i cal l y pre-

sented because they mer i t  f ai r  and unbi ased consi der at i on» 

Dur i ng t hi s per i od of  readj ustment  from evacuat i on t o a new l i f e, i t  

has been the pol i cy and f unct i on of  the War  Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y t o 

encourage r el ocat i on out si de the Mi l i t ar y ar eas of  the West  Coast �i n 

essence, to st ar t  t he J apanese peopl e i n a new l i f e East  of  the Rocki es 

and t o break- up the undesi r eabl e concent rated popul ace of  the J apanese 

peopl e as was found i n t he many di st r i ct s of  Cal i f or ni a, Oregon and 

Washi ngt on» Obser vat i ons show t hat  t hi s program has not  succeeded, 

j udgi ng by the act ual  per formance of  these peopl e of  whi ch approxi -

matel y 30,000 have vent ur ed r el ocat i on thru- out  the Mid- West  and East -

er n ci t i es of  t hese Uni t ed St at es wi t hi n the l ast  l |  year s» 

The i ni t i al  purpose of  di si nt egr at i on has f ai l ed i n t r yi ng to br eak 

down the concepts of  concent r at i on of  a r aci al  group» The exper i ment  

has shown t hat , i n f r i endl y communi t i es, many evacuees have concent rated 
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and have definitel y establ ished a potential  minority cl ique or colony, 

purely distinctive of stature# physiognomy and of foreign descent« 

Approximate figure« of the estimated population are as fol lows t Chicago 

9000*75001 Denver 5500- 4500 j  Hew Toxic 3500- 85001 Philadelphia 2500- 2000j 

Cinncinati  1500- 10001 TTtsh 2500- 2000j  Minneapolis 1500- 1000 J  I dago 8000* 

1600f scattered number of 1000- 600 in Detroi t, Cleveland, St« Louis, Hew 

J ersey, Milwaukee and other smaller oorasunities* 

I t Is encouraging to note that there has been community acceptance i n 

these el  t i es, but as relocation reaches Its peak, many communities wi l l  

encounter and face unforseen, unestlmated, and undesireable problems 

that wi l l  be a prominent and unavoidable residue as a consequence of 

such a movement* Social  and economic trends wi l l  be the focal  points 

in the future l i fe of these evacuees* Minority groups have always 

brought about issues of prejudice and discrimination and this wi l l  bo 

no exception when there i s concentration« 

At present, the presence of the Japanese i n such numbers are a novel ty. 

Many Caucasians do not know their problems* Xnifcot, i n many instances 

they have mot a «Japanese al ien or a Japanese American for the fi rst timo« 

As the novelty wears of f , i t stands to reason that there wi l l  be a 

conscious convergence towards this group« 

Migration of these people cannot be considered permanent because for the 

majority, i t i s a temporary station In l i fe and rel i ef* They hare been 

fed- up with Center l i fe, which has been dul l  and unproductive, and by 

the urging and encouragement of friends and the war Relocation official s 

they have taken this adventurous step* Stripped economically and 

finaeial l y by the evacuation order, what substantial  guarantee i s there 

for ro- establishmentt She War Relocation Authority does not guarantee 

anything within the pol icies of relocation« These people are orphans 

of war by the decree of government orders, and eventual ly 
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ward8 of  the government« We must  acknowl edge the f act  t hat  the gover n« 

ment  i s not  i nt er est ed i n car i ng f or  t hese peopl e permanent l y as wards 

or  i ndi gent s at  the expenses of  t axpayer s , because t hey were or i gi nal l y 

a sel f - suppor t i ng peopl e pr i or  t o evacuat i on* 

Let  us anal yze at  t hi s poi nt , tfriat  type of  peopl e have t aken t hi s unst eady, 

unr el i abl e and chance- taking exper i ence« They ar e i n the maj or i t y, young 

peopl e, si ngl e, unat tached and i r r esponsi bl e�t hey are out  t o *'see t he 

wor l d" and advent ur e, Get t i ng wway from the f ol ds of  t hei r  f ami l i es 

f or  the f i r s t  t i me, t hey l ead t hei r  own l i ves of  i ndependence- �a car e« 

f r ee, dangerous at t i t ude whi ch has been wel l  under  cont r ol  up t o t hi s 

per i od« I n the gener al  phase of  Amer i can l i f e, i ndi vi dual i sm i s an 

acknowl edged f act  and may be encouraged t o a cer t ai n l i mi t , but  when we 

study t he soci al , economic and f ami l y f i f e of  t hese young peopl e, fai ai l y 

t i es have been the governi ng fundamental s i n keepi ng these young peopl e 

f rom the pi t f al l s of  del i nquency, cour t  l aws and order* That  t hese 

chi l dr en shal l  grow to be wor thy ci t i zens of  t hi s gr eat  commonweal th 

by proper  par ent al  cont r ol  through t hei r  adol escent  per i ods are, t he 

wr i t er  f eeI s, wor thy pr i nci pl es accept abl e by other  nat i onal s of  t hi s 

gr eat  count r y« Rocords show t hat  i n the many communi t i es where J apan* 

ese were r esi dent s pr i or  t o evacuat i on they have al l  enj oyed l aw abi d-

i ng community l i f e« 

But  t oday, much of  t hi s i s bei ng shat t er ed because of  non- control  by 

par ent s who are l ef t  i n the Center s whi l e t hei r  chi l dr en ar e many hun-

dred mi l es away« Thi s f reedom has i n many r espect s brought  about  soci al  

probl ems i n the var i ous ci t i es- - a 'tendency towards del i nquency I t  i s 

a common t hi ng to hear  the young boys and gi r l s t al k about  dr i nki ng, 

smoki ng, gambl i ng and i n extreme cases pr ost i t ut i ng and ot her  evi l s of  

human weakness« I t  i s a "busi ness pr act i we" i n one ci t y t o gi ve f r ee 

t axi -
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ser vi ce t o anyone who wi shes to gambl e hi s hard earned money« 

Another  f l agr ant  scene i n one of  t he East er n ci t y to be seen i st  when 

a t r ai n ar r i ves at  the st at i on, sever al  good- for - not ing boys wi l l  approach 

t he new- ar r i val s and gi ve them hard l uch st or i es t hat  they have not  eat en 

f or  a new days, l ost  t hei r  money or  were robbed j ust  t o t ouchi he i nno-

cent  ar r i val s f or  a f ew dol l ar s« They are st oopi ng so l ow as t o beg 

wi t hout  any sense of  per sonal  or  f ami l y shame. Thi s i s used as one of  

the easi est  ways to pi ck up a f ew dol l ar s wi t hout  worki ng and pr eyi ng 

on t he good nature of  the new ar r i val s« I t  has al so been r epor t ed 

t hat  f el l ows f ol l ow evacuee gi r l s t o t hei r  pl ace of  l i vi ng and for ce 

t hemsel ves, by t hr eat , t o be f ed�a cheap and vagr ant  type of  l i vel i hood*» 

I t  i s evi dent  t hat  the r el ocat i on program needed and wi l l  r equi r e i nt el l * 

i gent  "scr eeni ng" and cont r ol « Thi s subj ect  has been brought  up i n 

some of  the Cent er s, but  has never  been pr act i ced. I t  woul d have been 

a st rong saf et y measure to cur t ai l  the ever - r i si ng soci al  probl ems and a 

needed check from the st andpoi nt  of  soci al  wel f ar e« 

The War  Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y has r el eased the cream of  yout h, t he f ut ur e 

ci t i zens of  the Uni t ed St at es, wi t hout  proper  consi der at i on of  t hei r  

f ut ur e« Let  us not  f or get  t hat  t her e are many st abl e and r esponsi bl e 

men, women and f ami l i es t hat  have been l ef t  behi nd i n the Cent er s, The 

act s and conducts of  the f i r s t  group wi l l  have a bear i ng and r ef l ect i on 

on these other s« 

I n as much as the War  Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y has encouraged t hi s type 

of  r eset t l ement , they shoul d shoul der  more of  the r esponsi bi l i t i es 

other  t han gr ant i ng a f ew dol l ar s t o get  the peopl e out , and be sat i f i ed, 

by t he t ot al  numbers t hat  have r el ocat ed f r om each Center« There has been 

too much l axi t y and dependency of  t he War  Rel ocat i on Aut hor i y upon 

Churches ana soci al  or gani zat i ons to take over  where they have l ef t  of f » 
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They should exer t  suf f i ci ent  efforts towards f ul f i l l i ng t hei r  dut i es 

and r esponsi bi l i t i es as a government  agency, Thi s ai l - imp orfcsxt  sub-

j ect  deser ros i nt el l i gent  study and sounder  pr i nci pl es because of  i t s 

unprecedented condi t i ons and for ced ci r cumstances* There are no t r i ed 

basi c t heor i es or  formul as to determine or  sol ve the si t uat i on of  a hi t  

or  miss proposi t i on- �gambl i ng wi t h human l i ves to see who are the 

l ucky ones to get  on toj )* 

Evacuat i on wati  a hur r i ed exper i ence? r el ocat i on and r ehabi l i t at i on are 

fundamental  pr i nci pl es f or  exi st ence for  these peopl e. I ho government  

st i mul ated t£e oaunej  the of f eet  i s more ser i ous t hat  ant i ci pat ed due t o 

t he i nequal i t y of  each human. l i f*>* The appeal  i s to r ehabi l at at e t he 

peopl e wi thout  fur t her  har dshi p and unnecessary suf fe i ng. The present  

pol i ci es of  the War  Rel ocat i on Author i t y i s har dl y acceptabl e because 

the procedures are not  appl i cabl e to al l * I t  i s cr eat i ng.cl ass di s-

t i nct i on among the peopl e between those who have (money) and those who 

have not . Thi s di f f er ence i s a very del i cat e but  important  f act or * 

The panorama of  the Rel ocat i on Centers as seen at  the Washi ngton l evel  

i f  di st or t ed because they have rover  seen the pi ct ur e i n dotal  1* 

The cl osest  resume of  di r ect  i nformat i on i s non other  t han the weekl y 

or  monthl y repor t s from the pr oj ect  of f i ces* The voi ce of  the peopl e 

are very r ar el y heard because i t  i s consi dered «i nt er f er ence«, but  who 

el se know beat  i n these Centers other  t han the people who arc di r ect l y 

i nvol ved by the pol i ci es and di r ect i ve of  the War  Rel ocat i on Author i t y? 

One must  l i ve i n one of  the Centers f or  a per i od of  t ime to appreci ate 

t he l i f e the evacuee l i ves. Thi s i s a chal l enge t o i ndi vi dual s who 

make passi ng vi s i t s t o these Centers and dare to speak about  the 

good or  bad wi thout  one i ct a of  actual  exper i ence. 

The pl an of  r el ocat i on wi t h the compl i cat i on of  stop l i st s (a 
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l i st s of  i ndi vi dual s i n Center® «fee are temporar i l y or  permanent l y 

ptoj jped 3ue t o adverse i nfor mat i on agai nst  bi s chf  met er  t ar  cl ear ance») 

has been & hi nder ance, because most  charges have been unqual i f i ed, vague 

and f al se* To prove t hi s poi nt , i f  an i ndi vi dual  i s of  such character  as 

t o be pl aced on t he 1 stop l i st 1 af t er  several  months of  Center  l i f e under  

1 conf i dent i al  i nt el l i gence i nformat i on1 consi der i ng Mm dnngeroue and 

havi ng been i n subver si ve act i vi t i es, no government  i nt el l i gence agency 

woul d heve gi ven t hi s i ndi vi dual  a chance t o enter  a Center* He woul d 

have been pi cked up at  the out set  of  t i e war  wi th t he other  eneny al i ens 

who were consi dered danger ous. I t  whoul d be i nt er est i ng t o note who have 

been t he 8i nfor mer s'1 making: such repor t s as t o dest roy the t r uat  and i nt e-

gr i t y of  t hat  i ndi vi dual « Many ambiguous r epor t s have been made and i n som 

cases I t  has t a »en a good si x wonths for  hi s cl ear ance» These charges have 

not  been weighed wi t h ser i ous t hought , but  eeeas t o be a j ust  depar tmental  

pol i cy t o paci fy or  appease cer t ai n i ndi vi dual s or  groups i n order  t o put  up 

a f r ont * 

An i ndi vi dual  sel ect s a j ob or  i s adventurous i n mind* He f i l es an appl i ca-

t i on f or  I ndef i ni t e or  Tr i al  Leave for  poi nt s i n the Mid- Weat  or  the Ka<?t* 

The appl i cat i on i  ̂ processed thru t he Leave Of f i ce of  t he Pr oj ect  as qui ckl y 

as possi bl e» When everything, i o i n order  he i a gi ven a one way r ai l r oad 

t i cket , voucher , $25,00 Leave Gr ant , and #5#00 per  day subsi st ence enr eut e. 

Thi s i s not  appl i cabl e t o Tr i al  Leaves as an I ndi vi dual  pays hi s own expenes* 

The day of  depar ture ar r i ves* Hopi ng t hat  t he posi t i on i a open on ar r i val  

at  hi s dest i nat i on or  t hat  a f r i end l a ready t o t ake him i n, he prepares 

t o l eave. The sent i ments expressed are of  mixed emot i ons to get  away from 

t he encl osur e of  barbed- wi re fences which haa been hi  a h- me si nce evacuat i on, 

t o get  away from t he concent rated type cf  l i vi ng, to get  away from hi s 

par ent s t o do as he or  she pl eases f eel i ng, they are ol d enough to t ackl e 

the out si de wor l d» But  youth has i t s handi caps and weaknesses they are 
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unstable, unsteady and prone to forget the purpose they orginal ly intended* 

I t has been common occurrence to see a person working a few days after his 

arrival , but quitting to have a good time or to look for another position 

because of unsatisfactory working conditions, di ffi cul t housing situations 

or inadequate financial  renumerations� I t is no wonder they have been 

branded "si x week J aps"» Relocation is probably better than Center l i fe, 

but the question is "how can this individual  re- establish himself into his 

new l i fe on $25«00* unless he has adequate savings of his own to carry him-

sel f thru this period of readjustment?11 I t is evident that jobs cannot be 

found easily* One must try and try and tramp the streets from place to 

place« Ho one can stay on a job long i f he is not happy, however, forced 

existence has kept many from changing because they must l ive« 

I t is the most $i| intel l igent procedure «ny agency could encourage by resort-

ing to high powered talks or interesting pamphlets in order to resettle an 

individual  or a family for l i fe or even for the duration» Repeating again, 

i t i s forced existence for many and considering the present war- time economic 

conditions what can a person do with $25*00 i n an unknown city? Relocation 

at i ts best can only be accomplished i f the person has some form of savings, 

but what about the others who are just as deserving and entitled to reloca-

tion? lEhey are automatical ly denied such a chance. Let us not forget 

that many have l ived in assembly and relocation centers for a year or more 

spending l i ttl e by l i ttl e their meager savings, for their comforts of l i fe, 

to off- set the difference of their earning capacity of $16*00 or $19*00 

pluss the |2«- 50 to $3*50 clothing allowance per month, which is the standard 

pay in the Centers* Usual ly the pay rol l  is tarer or three months behind* 

Can an appointed personnel  work with their pay check so many months arrears? 

I t can be said that i t i s impossible to save on such a pay scale and 
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In al l  I nst ances, i i  avai l abl e, "ovtn*- tdia#w i s a necessary r equi si t e t o 

r ai se the e&rcaa  ̂ capaci t y« Gasoe wi l l  oho*-  t hat  - a. per  eon mist work 15 

to 16 i iourc a day to &i ve I da eisough ext r a hour * to meet  Ms cur  r ent  

bi l l s* Be i s a t i r ed, wwrcaMjui  amn when hi s day i s ever* A H these jo£*s 

arc hard l abor  type re<auiri .ag more ar&wn than a r a T h e p&ce i s t er r i f i c 

end the ul t &i &t e and i s hospi  valisat4.cn« 

Rental  questions have been brought fco the attention of the W*&*A* District 

officea and the offi ci al s have decl ined to intercede, claiming i t i s a 

problem for the G*P«A* 2here i s no reason why an evacuee must pay almost 

hal f of his earnings for housing« fhis appl ies directly to evacuee groups 

«ho cannot get overtime and held at a fl at wage seale* Di ffi cul t a« 

Uousiaag i s, tiiey oust hav* a place to i i ve regardless of cost* I t seems 

apparent that the owners havo taken advantage of the situation* Why the 

W*R*A* officers nave not taken this matter up with the owners of  the 0*P*A* 

i n the interest of the evacuee i s not understandable* Xhese offices were 

set- up to help the relocated evacgees, and there i s no denying that the 

subject has been brought to the attention« In as much as relocation is 

on t r i al , a suggestion is injeoted at this point« Why doesn't the W*Jt+A* 

offi ci al s invite the residents of a particular ci ty or area to a general  

discussion on relocation to ascertain for themselves the actual  prevai l ing 

condition? Ibey should inquire about the hardships and di ffi cul ti es of the 

evacuees« I t has not been done and with present conditions every «here i t 

never wi l l  be done because the evacuee has much to say to condeian the exis-

ting practices and i t stay tend to expose their Inconsistency and mismanage» 

laont as a government agency* She best answers to the attitude and reeep* 

tion of the It*&«A* Distri ct offices can be had by any evacuee viho has gone 

there for help* /cry few, i f any, wc«ld give a oossijending remark! 

Thankless i s the work of the War Be location Authority yet, they lack 
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aas»thiag ass a g«*en»»nt â ency to head le thia al i  i&portant probi««« 

What the Har Ralooation Authority »cada today 1« a featter condi r»t l ng 

not only wlth govornaontal  mg»»!«« fcat idth the people «ho ere 

diroctly tarolved» 

«ty xsist the adaini  s trativ© staff of Har MLecatioa ¿»thority be al i  

Oftucaeiaxyi? ifeny of the appeiaftad persona«! bave not guadlfled to a glawa 

etaouard« ¿here «re oo&̂ eteat aaoeo Jtesrietuaa «ho ha*»* abi l i ti «« and 

«ducuticarni  Oac ŷround i&at oan be uueful ly esapl«$«d I f tfcalr reso«ree«» 

fulxwec of uad«ar*tadi»£ fcoth lan&teges* ttoe puyeholaor ecd fcabl ts 

the people, Xt 1« to thi atffiuata$l  of Atttfeorl% to use such Indivia» 

ual«# but to dato thay have I»®» f É p that privi l a©®« to beat «©e»> 

pXigh a di ffieul t aasigKavrafc 1« to laako uee of i ? «y andl&bl ft talenffe and 

aki U« «he ariter wstm îs to «ay that aay so «se Î c  ̂ mi t e 

do Dttnro than hia ahare to adjainieter hio office or reaponsiladlilgr« 

Sto* Iter »decatl on Authority eti l i  holde te di$r the deafciay 80#000 

people* ibi  w^or i  ̂ af the pe«ple l aft l a the Cantar  t ot&er than fai» 

iake» aro eaneidered Xofal  or l aw- abldi i  ̂ ihey haf© elgned affidati ti  

to that affeot durian the asfietrati .a p*riocU Xhey M â « basai tgr deeds 

and action tnat they ara a&di ag by the ragalati<aaa of the 

thoutfi  some di reetiws bete beata ditioul t and tftytae* Let uè net tadat 

ear jstotss to tha anali  infinita iasldcafcs that hare Ì H| gMÌ § «w they ara 

few l a awntoer eoaiidering tha or©r*aU piotar« of thaaa Cantora» Sto 

ona group aaa bo porfftet, tha i l  yeara bava «barn r̂ eaperiaaee 

that tha peopie «ava accerto* tha daelaiona of the gowraaaat» 

Xt la undereteadable that tha mr Belocatioa Aathority **ste to claae 

thaaa Oaatara but with oateide conditone aa they are «ad ilio iaeeearity 

af reaettl<w»ntt i t l e usailao «or the 1?«R«A« officiala to aake eteteaente 



about cl osi ng those Centers shor t l y��eventual l y, yea said have the r esi -

dents i nt er pr et  euoh statements as a * scare* t o for ce r el ocat i on« 

Tho l ira© for  deci si on has cone to cer t ai n phases of  W« H* A« pol i ci es« 

One of  the Important  deci si ons concerns t he openi ng of  the West  Coast« 

I t  i s tho f i ns bel i ef  of  t i e wr i t er  t hai  t ho st r ongest  and ef f ect i ve 

method to prepare t he peopl e of  the West  Coast  t o accept  the return of  ths 

J apanese must  be under taken by the War  Department  i n Washington or  ths 

Western Defense Command« J ust  as when the order  was i ssued at  t he t i ne 

of  evacuat i on« There are no other  st ronger  governmental  agenci es whi ch 

c<m gi ve speci f i c or der  t hat  wi l l  be ae epted a® such and be mai ntai ned« 

The Department  or  t he Western Defense Command woul d carry more wei ght  

t han the War  Rel ocat i on Author i ty bec*J U3e the whol e or i gi nal  movement  

was under t he control  of  the former  group* The War  Rel ocat i on Author i ty 

i s a desi gnated soci al  agency and has been pel I t i cal l y foot bal l ed many 

t i mes, and i t  i s doubt ful  i f  they car ry the necessary author i t y and 

pr est i ge« Al though no one deni es t he f act  t hat  the War  Rel ocat i on Author-

i t y has been gi ven much power , from the standpoi nt  of  an out si der , i t  

l ack*? fines- ie« 

I n openi ng t he West  Coast  ar ea, i t  i© hi ghl y quest i onabl e how many ci t i zens 

of  J apanese ancest ry wi l l  r eturn« At  pr esent , they have nothi ng t o |jo 

back t o, and many are wander i ng i n the East er n area t r yi ng to st ar t  a 

n»» l i f e« I n r et ur ni ng, we must  expect  cer t ai n f eel i ngs of  pr ej udi ce and 

di ecr i ranat i on and i sol at ed cases of  vi ol ence« I f  t he peopl e have been 

r eadi ng the vernacual r  press nsws and l i st eni ng to r adi o programs, they 

have come to l ear n and understand a l i t t l e more of  t he J apanese American 

sol di er s who i s and has done hi s share i n f i ght i ng our  common eneray» He 

has r eadi l y gi ven up hi e l i f e ns an American and hi s l oyal t y i s wi thout  

quest i on« No f ai r  minded Amer i can i s goi ng t o t rod «in another  
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American because of Ills racial  characteristics. Thore has been con* 

fuaidn and mi cundor standing« Pearl  Harbor ms boiabed by soldier» of 

another nation! 

I n time of WE T , ono loses al l  sense of E A I » « T H I A K I N G * sel f- control , 

di rection and orientation and become hyst er i cal , exci tabl e, and i rri -

table« These are natural  expressions of  human «motions» Fortuits of « r 

are heartbreaking, but wo cannot Just accept that and bee arse stagnant« 

We oust look ahead to our future, to the country*s prospérité, and abund-

ance» I t  can be seen that there wi l l  ri se a period of re- education, re* 

aeoeptance, «ad understanding» The people of the West Coast know the J apan* 

ese best arad i f the program i s handled intel l igentl y with caution, accep-

tance is a natural  course« Christian prieipl es teach us to forgive and 

rel i ve« 

The suggested return of the Bvacgee Ci tisen by the writer are« 

1* Im�eàiate family of soldier (wife and chi l dren) 
Zm Those sfco ean be used for rehabi l i tation work (gcrvH employs«) 
2« Property owners 
4« Famil ies of brothers and sisters (ci t i zen) of soldiers 
$« Professional  iaon�doctors 
6* Al ien J apanese to be detained temporarily unti l  sueh time when 

they ean be acceptable« 
Al ien Japanese permitted to retum ŝi i ok and aged 
whe have no one to care for them, other than their 
chi ldren« (ean eut down hospital  l ead) 

b« Professional  nen, doctors, nurses on per capita basis 
(records considered good) 

T« Re- opening of Chi ldren«s Grphangge to care for unfortunate Chi l d* 
ren (Mmsanar Chi l dren's Vi l l age)« a relocation program for the 
chi ldren outside of the Center« Avai lable i s the pr oper t y at  
the Japanese Chi l dren's Home of Southern Cal i fornia, X»«É ingeles« 
I t nay be subsidised by the W«ff« êverasezxt «srtil  able to operate« 
Approximate cost of operation i s #16,000 to | 18,000 a year* 

8» P*rents of sol diers« 

There should be no hurried return of the Japanese al i en, i n as rauoh is 

thei r wishes, desi res, and anxiety are to go back to their hemes which 

they hare l ived for the past 35 to 40 years, because there st i l l  i s a 
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war bein£ fought« There may son» over âzrxious people i n whatever area 

they may return, al though conditions may not be as serious as one may i m-

gine* 3tay Japanese have friends of long standing, however, i t i s recommend* 

ed that their chi ldren be returned to safe guard their personal  properties» 

Since evacuation, property loss of the people have been treaendous****» 

many homes and stored places have been pi l fered, ransacked and bur âl ised 

by unscrupulous people, knowing that the owners are away* Why let such 

conditions exist i f preventable? Personal  properties were taken over by 

the W»E#A» Evacuee Proper ty Division when personal  request were made, but 

i n Kosfc cases I t was too late beonuse the damge was done® In an overfal l  

program, i t may be a wise move to designate evacuee agents on W*R»A# pay 

rol l  to cover specified areas and to make periodic cheek of properties 

so reported to the office which are held in private storage# 

Assurance that a representative of their own group has been employed by 

the agency would contribute much to their trust, rel i ef, and morals» 

Every help and consideration should be given because money cannot buy 

many of these properties« The Writer i s reminded of an actual  happening 

in Northern Cal i fornia where a group of Japanese requested the proper 

governmental  agency to l et them store their properties i n a large up to 

date school  bui lding and they world stand al l  expenses of moving, storing, 

and taxes* The only request they made was proper protection, $ymt that wus 

denied* Consequently, the spl i tting of their goods into many places was 

necessary with the ul timate resul ts that most of the goods have been stolen» 

I t was an easy matter to handle this si tuation, but some one fel l  down on 

hi s job creating an unforgetful  atti tude* I f this i s one example, there 

are cany others* 

As the ci ti sen evacuee returns, there wi l l  be a gradual  taking back 
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of properties now held i n the WOUi U warehouse« 

Thé return to Cal i fornia, Oregon ami Washington to a relocation r̂o r̂e»» 

The pre «ont monetary assistance of the War  Relegation Authority 1« neither 

suffi cient nor adequate for resettlement« life face a tdzdlar si tuation hare 

of hor an individual  can start a new l i fe on $25«00« I f we get enoug&t 

of these f£o«00 evacuees bask sad! they «tart requesting soci al  aid or 

become publ ic ehayge*t trouble i s bound to brood« 

Suggestion i s laade that provisions be made for  a Federal  Loan system at 

lew oost interest to be ar or Used ever a period of  5 to 10 years* t ar ai s 

i s their raatn industry with a lean l i adt  between f3&00 t o 05000« This 

aznount should be avai l able to anyone who has a proper el&fe» to a business, 

profession« or Industry* 

Another change that should be maA» by the *ar adorat i on ioitaerity, I s i n 

the l ine of n»dio*l  attention for these who have r el at ed« Mosaay has been 

eet aside ($500,000 approximate) for suoh casse« Hossever, there has been teo 

much red- tape to receive thi s ai d. For exmpi s, the evacuee aust show that 

he i s oestitue or broke that he eannot properly the attention private* 

J y* Vhis i s another way in sidn& for charity« Me hope the evacuse does 

not have tofeelare himself penniless taefore ha can receive such a*dieal  

attention® Bach ease i s handled thru a social  ftgeasy group and not by the 

fcar seieoati im Aatnerity« Os» wel l  undsrstoads mw suoh eases are processed 

i n ths hands of a social  vmliurQ organisation of ci ty and county offices« 

ïhe evacuee wi l l  t*y to maw* to the beet er his Abi l i tyê but i£ he does 

not have the neeeeeary funds thare i s but one course to Mia* In esse 

ox mmr &mmi ï M mm casnat be wai ui  ̂ for aju " Oi V to get tiie particular 

at sSntion* 

Shis aid i s essential  because ta« evaeuoe doos not earn to off* 
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set for such medi cal  attention* Hi« earni ng capaci t y gi ves Mm j ust  enough 

to l ive and no extra savings. Simpl ified appl i cat i on and direct aid is 

essential * This fund was appropriated about a year ago and the writer 

would l ike to know hetw much of that fund has been actual l y used» In the 

f i r st  pl ace, very few evacuee know anything about this fund» 

Relocation today and tomorrow i s a very skeptical  program* Those who fi rst 

aoccpted the offers of the War Relocation Authority are the gui nea pi gs of 

an ufcknown experiment. Relocation into a new l i fe and a new hope i s onl y 

a partial  real i zation. Time wi l l  be the essential  factor i n showing the 

resul ts�for the present, the future outlook is not too bright* Exposure 

to the turmoil  of confusion, discouragement and suf fer i ng is not a basic 

solution for rehabi l i tation* I t st i l l  stands t hat  relocation i s the privi-

lege of the rich* 

I t behooves the War Relocation Authority to work with other governmental  

agencies* They cannot do the work alone* In the years of active par» 

ti cipatl on, i t i s questionable how much documentation has been accomplished 

to be considered basic* 

I n principl e, relocation or rehabi l i tation i s a more di ffi cul t program 

than evacuation, ©special ly after years of stagnant l i fe in the Centers* 

Mi l i tary proclamation i s the only direct wedge i n re- opening the West 

Coast area* This decision wi l l  be the greatest contribution factor i n 

the pol icies of the War Relocation Authority* To be too cautions i s 

a handicap to progress* I t ¿uay be asking the impossible, but suppose 

one or two of the government agencies as the 0*3*S* * F*C*C* 0*W*I* 

shuld moire their offices to the West Coast and use the staff ¿hey have 

now, i t would create good publ ic relation that these workers are govern* 

a»nt men* To enl i st certain evacuee for publ ic re laid oa work would be an 

asset*. 
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More st udy shoul d bo gi ven i n l i ne of  f i nanci al  assi st ance* I n & l ong 

range program, t hi s procedure my be more economi cal  t han oper at i on 

too many of  t hese Cent er sf  f or  an i ndef i ni t e per i od» The wr i t er  ha« 

t r i ed t o pr esent  the probl em i n the f ai r est  way possi bl e as seen lay aot ual  

f act s* I t  i s def i ni t e t hat  improveaaents can be rnade* Muoh i s unknown, 

and the aot ual  exper i ence** ar e the basi c mat er i al s t o work frcea -̂ incl ««* 

si ve of  di scussi on, pr esent at i on, and deci si on. Const r ut i ve cr i t i ci sms 

have been pr esent ed i n t hi s l i ght s«not  to break down but  to bui l d up« 

Thi s r epor t  has been wr i t t en wi t h the spi r i t  of  equal i t y. J ust i ce and 

f ai r  pl ay, t hat  i n the per formance of  these act s «ach of  us wi l l  have 

gr eat er  f ai t h towards our  government* 
i  

12- 10- 44 

* 



May 9, 1944 

Dr . Dor at hy S. Thomas 
P r o f es s o r  of  Rur al  Soc i o l ogy 
Un i v er s i t y o f  Cal i f o r n i a 
Ber k el ey , Ca l i f o r n i a 

Dear  Dr . Thomas: 

Two year s have passed s i nc e t he J apanese wer e evacuat ed 

f r om t he San F r anc i s c o Bay ar ea. The t ens i o ns , emot i ons , and 

exc i t ement  t hat  accompani ed t he ni ght mar e- l i ke upr oot i ng have 

c r y s t a l l i z ed i nt o s t o i c a l  accept ance of  gover nment  o r der s . 

The dr af t  has i nduc t ed many young evacuees whi l e pot en-

t i a l  dr af t ees have l e f t  camp wi t h t he des i r e t o enj oy a l i t t l e 

f r eedom bef or e t he c a l l  or  seek j obs t hat  mi ght  o f f er  def er -

ment . Young l adi es ar e r el o c at i ng i n ever  i nc r eas i ng number s 

as par ent s ar e begi nni ng t o r ea l i z e t he f u t i l i t y of  keepi ng 

t hem under  t hei r  wi ng. A smal l  number  of  i s s e i  f ami l y heads , 

most l y t he l eader  t y pe, have shaken t hemsel ves l oose f r om o l d 

f r i ends h i ps , WRA "s ec u r i t y " , and camp r es p o ns i b i l i t i es t o 

advent ur e wi t h t hei r  f ami l i es i nt o t he Amer i ca t hat  pr omi ses 

so much t o t he wor t hy and f ea r l es s . Ther ef o r e t he t r end 

i nd i c at es t hat  mor e and mor e aged and young c h i l dr en c ons t i t ut e 

t he maj o r i t y of  t he camp po pul at i o n. 

Her ei n l i es a gr eat  pr obl em i n whi ch I  am deepl y c onc er ned. 

As a r es ear c h i s t  i n t he Communi t y Anal y s i s Sec t i on I  v i s i t  many 

homes t o i nt er v i ew f ami l y heads , young adu l t s , and c h i l dr en . 

The at t i t udes I  obser ve r ev eal s t he det er i o r at i o n of  a once 

pr oud and r es pec t ed t r ans pl ant ed r ac e. Dynami c l eader s h i p 

di mi ni s hes wi t h each car  l oad of  r el oc at ees as i t  i s t hat  

gr oup whi ch i s mor e wi l l i ng t o br ave t he har ds hi ps of  r el oca-

t i o n . Too many i s s e i  ar e cont ent  t o chi f t  wi t h t he unc hal l engi ng 

t i de . The once s t r ong J apanes e f ami l y uni t  i s br eak i ng up. 
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Tr ue env i r onment , abnor mal  nat ur e of  WRA ex i s t anc e i t s e l f , 

c r owded bar r ac k r ooms, r ugged camp l i f e , c l ose pr oxi mi t y 

of  f ami l i es , and common knowl edge of  each ot her s a f f a i r s , e t c . , 

ar e i mpor t ant  c ont r i but i ng f ac t o r s t o t he br eakdown. However  

I  f ee l  good, domi nant  c u l t ur a l  t r a i t s , as a r u l e , do not  

degener at e compl et el y i n a shor t  t i me. I f  caught  i n t i me 

I 'm sur e a downwar d c har ac t er  t r end can be r i ght ed wi t h 

t he use of  t he c or r ec t  f o r mul a. 

I ' v e l ear ned t hat  you and your  Ev ac uat i on and Reset t l e-

ment  St udy Commi t t ee have s t udi ed our  par t i c u l ar  pr obl em 

f r om t he begi nn i ng. Wi t h t h i s knowl edge I ' m t ak i ng t he 

l i ber t y t o appeal  t o you f o r  your  v i ews on t he f o l l owi ng 

ques t i ons t he answer s t o whfcfch I  f ee l  wi l l  hel p i mmeasur abl y 

i n br i ngi ng about  a pl an t o c or r ec t  dj r echeck t he l ack-

ada i s i c a l  t r end among t he r es i dent s . 

( 1) I n a r es er v at i o n l i k e To paz , can a once pr oud peopl e be 

s t i mul at ed t o r egai n det er i o r at i ng s e l f  r es pec t , and 

over come "was t e t i me" and "l o s e f i gh t " at t i t udes ? 

( 2) Her e i n Topaz i s i t  t oo much t o expec t  t he school  t o 

assume gr eat er  r es po ns i b i l i t y i n t he c h a r a c t e r  devel op-

ment , Amer i c ani zat i o n, gu i danc e, and l eader s h i p of  t he 

young peopl e apar t  f r om t he f ami l y i n f l uenc e or  

c ooper at i on? 

These ques t i ons ar e asked wi t h t he f ac t  i n mi nd t hat  

t he s t udent s and par ent s i n ques t i on ar e not  cont empl at i ng 

r e l o c at i o n i n t he near  f u t u r e . I t  must  be s t at ed t hat  t her e 

i s no o r gani zed r ec r eat i o n f o r  c h i l dr en a f t er  school  hour s 

s i nc e #1P ..A. does not  r each out  t hat  f ar  wi t h pl aygr ound 

d i r ec t o r s . 
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I  as s ur e you wi t h t he hel p you can gi v e me on t hi s 

mat t er , 1111 t r y my bes t  t o have Dr . Oscar  Ho f f man, 

Communi t y Anal y s t , use h i s i n f l uen t i a l  o f f i c e t o pr opose 

t he pl an t o t he r i ght  êo p l e. I f  adv i s abl e I  s ha l l  endeavor  

t o i n t er es t  t he I nt er n- Fai t h Sec t i o n t o par t i c i pat e i n t he 

r e- educat i on of  t he ev ac uees . 

I t  upset s me gr eat l y t o see what  i s happeni pg t o my 

peopl e so p l eas e excuse a s t r anger  wr i t i ng so f r ee l y . I n 

a way we ar e r ot  s t r anger s because I  am a pr oud al umnus of  

CA1. Af t er  t wo year s away f r om Ber k el ey my hear t  ar d mi nd 
t her e 

c ont i nues t o wander  back�wher e I. was r ear ed. 

I n c l o s i ng , may I  p l eas e hear  f rom you at  your  l e i s u r e . 

Gr at ef u l l y y our s , 

Hi r o Kat ayama 



May 15, 1944 

Mr« Hl ro Katayama 
28- 6- A 
Topaz Rel ocat i on Center 
Topaz, Utah 

Dear Mr« Katayama: 

X appreci ate your thought ful  l et t er of Hay 9» I 
agree wi th your gener al  standpoi nt , i .e. that the cul t ur al  
deter i or at i on and personal  di sor gani zat i on that you f i nd 
so di st ur bi ng are not l i kel y to be of a permanent nat ur e, 
provi ded the camps themsel ves do not become a permanent 
envi ronment� 

Our Study i s geared to an anal ysi s of t he"l ong r un" 
ef fect s of evacuat i on. I am, t her efor e, not In a posi t i on 
to make recommendations about immediate pol i c i es. And, 
as you know, most of the agenci es that are worki ng on the 
pr act i cal  probl ems of the evacuees are now put t i ng the 
gr eater part of thei r ef for t s i nto the r el ocat i on aspect* 
X f eel  that i t woul d be qui te In order for you to cal l  
to t hei r at tent i on the ser i ous probl ems and needs of the 
peopl e st i l l  remai ni ng in camp. I f , for exampl e, you 
wrote to Mr . George Rundqul st of the Committee on Re* 
sett l ement of J apanese Ameri cans (sponsored by the Federal  
Counci l  of Chur ches), X am sure you woul d r ecei ve a sympa-
thet i c r epl y. Hi s address I s 297 Four th Avenue, New York 10 
Hew Yor k. 

As one Ber kel eyl te to another , X send cor di al  re-
gar ds, and hope that you wi l l  keep me Informed about your 
pl ans� 

Si ncer el y your s, 

Dorothy Swal ne Thomas 



S S 

ARMY SERV I CE FORCES 
F OR WA R D ECHEL ON, HE A DQU A RT E RS N I N T H SE RV I CE C OM M A N D 

OF F I C E OF T HE DI RECT OR. C I V I L A F F A I R S DI V I S I ON 

P R E S I DI O OF SAN F R A N C I S CO, C A L I F OR N I A 

344.1- CAD mar ch. 16, 1944. 

Mi ss Dorothy Swai ne Thomas 
Di r ect or , Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement  Study 
Uni ver si t y of  Cal i f or ni a 
207 Gi anni ni  Hal l  
Berkel ey 4, Cal i f or ni a 

Dear  Madams 

Reference i s made to your  l et t er  of  14 February 1944 t o t he 
Commanding Gener al , Western Defense Command, r equest i ng a roster  of  t he 
segregees at  t he Tul e Lake Center  and the r epl y t her et o from t hi s of f i ce 
dated 23 February 1944. 

Si nce our  l et t er  of  r epl y, we have r ecei ved a wr i t t en cl earance 
from t he War  Rel ocat i on Aut hor i t y whi ch permi ts us t o r el ease the re-
quested mater i al  to you for  use i n connect i on wi t h t he research study 
of  evacuat i on bei ng conducted under  t he sponsorshi p of  the Rockefel l er  
Foundat  i on. There i s , t her efor e, encl osed a copy of  the requested 
r ost er . 

Thi s r oster  contai ns t he names of  al l  segregees at  t he Tul e Lake 
Center  who were r egi st er ed and processed under  t he super vi si on of  t hi s 
of f i ce dur i ng t he per i od from September  through December , 1943, and in-
cl udes those i ndi vi dual s t r ansfer r ed from other  Rel ocat i on Centers and 
those pr evi ousl y r esi dent s at  Tul e Lake who remained t her e as segr egees. 

An expl anat i on of  the code used and cer t ai n other  expl anatory i nfor -
mat i on concerni ng the r ost er  i s i ncl uded t her ewi t h. 

Very t r ul y your s, 

1 I ncl . 
Roster  

Di r ect or  
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Of i c i na de ï nformac i on, 
Sec r et o r i o de In Def er i r à a d 
Méxi c o , D. F . 

Muy renorer ml  op : 

Ac tur lir¡ en te nor encontramor efectuando una. in-
vest i gaci ón robre l oe mét odos de r uoervi e i on usados 
con l oe j apones or en l or J Sst&doE Tin i dos. Kt ta in-
ver t i gaci ón ef  baj o l a di r sei on del  Evac uat i on and 
Reset t l ement Pt.udy do l a Fnl ver ei d&e de Cal i f or ni a. 
F uer t r a i nv es t i gac i ó n f undament al  es pr i nc i pal ment e 
un er t udi o de l or j e pone fee en l or  T>r. tacoi Uni dcE, 
pero t abl ó n rcr: interer-  mucho el  pr obl ema j anonés 
de Méxaoo'i; 

T,r i nforrneción que hemor obteni do har ta l a 
l echa r obr e el  pr obl ema de "l éxi co no ha s i do uel  
todo rat i r f act or í a. Pare, compl etar l a i ni o i l aci ón 
f undament al , r? ecesi tamo e da toe máe detal l ad.ee. Be 
por  er o cue tere l a l i ber t ad de di r i gi r me a TI 7. ru~ 
pi l cándol e*" que me r emi t an al gunos document es ûe 
tengan e r i me, robre er te aras,l o ¿ t enran a Li en de 
pr opor c i onár mel os . Lo eue par t i cul ar ment e deseamos 
ci-  òei  pael ,or y documento* of i ci gl er del  gobi erno de 
t óxi co r obr e l a r eóar t r i buc i ón de 1er j anoneree de 

('ere e el  io membre ce 

Con i  i,cl  adi r ei  or  Lor  t c t 
ocar i onen l or  ocr t ee de cor r eo y l or  der ec hos . 

Agr adec i endo con ant i c i pac i ó n r a í i na c ons i der a 
C lOri  J/'t; subscr i be de V,V, 

At t . y B. S. 

1 M 

l i  



J ul y 6,1944 

Mr . Saburo Kl do, 
J apanese Amer i can Ci t i zens League, 
Beeson Bui l di ng, 
Sal t Lake Ci t y, Ut ah. 

Dear Mr , Kl do, 

Togo Tanaka has tol d me of your  ki nd of f er to cooperate 
wi t h t hi s Study by maki ng the f i l es of the J AQL accessi bl e to us, 
Z am her ewi t h making formal  appl i cat i on to you for permi ssi on 
to use t hi s mater i al * I t i s understood that al l  i nfor mat i on 
f ur ni shed us i s to be used for sc i ent i f i c purposes onl y, and to 
be hel d conf i dent i al  unt i l  the Study i s compl eted. 1 hope 
that Togo wi l l  be i n a  posi t i on to make the anal ysi s for us 
sometime dur i ng the summer« 

Wi th cor di al  r egar ds, 
Si ncer el y your s, 

Dorothy Swai ne Thomas 
Di r ect or 



U N I V E R S I T Y O F C A L I F O R N I A 

EVACUAT I ON AND R E SE T T L E ME NT ST UDY J U L Y 18 1 9 4 4 

207 GI ANNI NI  HA L L * 

BERKEL EY 4, CAL I F ORNI A 

Dear Dorothy» 

As my not es i ndi cat e some i nf or mat i on i s begi nni ng t o t r i c k l e i n 
a g a i n . I  f e a r , t hough, t hat  i t  wi l l  be a l ong t i me, per haps mont hs , bef or e 
I  oan pr oduce t he quant i t y of  not es I  was get t i ng bef or e t he Okamot o 
s ho o t i ng . Ti me i s not  awas t i n1 however , s i noe I  have pounded out  anot her  
60 pages on t he r epo r t . I t  i s hot  as t he di ckens but  s t i l l  not  t oo hot  
t o wo r k . 

I  have f i n i s hed Mor t on's ms . and f i nd f ew c r i t i c i s ms . I  r ead Cht f . 
XX on Segr egat i on wi t h es pec i a l  oar e and f ound mysel f  vaguel y uns at i s f i ed 
wi t h c er t ai n as p ec t s . I  know t hat  i t  i s not  Mor t on's j o b t o pr esent  
t he evacuee poi nt  of  v i ew, y e t , some of  t he t hi ngs sai d about  t he 
J apanes e by t he bi g shot s ar e so cor ny t hat  some r ef er enc es shoul d b e 
gi ven t o wor ks by ot her  member s of  t he s t udy t o enabl e to r eader  t o 
gai n a pi o t ur e of  t he at t i t udes at  t hat  t i me. Sugges t ed p p . ar e 10, and 
45- 47. Pr o- Ni p t hat  I  am I  t h i nk t he r eader  shoul d be r ef er r ed t o 
wor ks des c r i bi ng t he t r ue st at e of  a f f a i r s af t er  r eadi ng t he b u l l  
St i mson di shed o u t . 

As I  pr ogr essed t he wor k beoame so i nt er es t i ng t hat  1 negl ec t ed t o 
not emi nor  t ypogr aphi c al  er r o r s . However , her e ar e a f  e w. ( ' W * "U > 

f l r 
Chp. XV I I  -  p . 3 , l i ne 10 -  t o be honest  t hi s shoul d say onl y 

oot s and b l ank et s . � 

p . 15 -  ambi guous , ( l as t  l i ne) 

Ch . XX -  p . 63 -  The st at ement  i s made t hat  Tul e i s t he bes t  
agr i c u l t u r a l  c ent er . Thi s shoul d be checked s i noe I  have hear d Repeat edl y 
f r om WRA sour oes t hat  Gi l a i s f ar  ahead of  any ot her  pr o j eot  i n agr i c u l t u r a l  
aohi eveme n t s . 

Si noe an i mpor t ant  par t  of  r ay Tul e Repor t  (or  at  l eas t  a neoessar y 
par t ) wi l l  be a di s c us s i on of  t he ac t ual  Admi ni s t r at i ve mot i ves f o r  
s egr egat i on I  expect  t o s t udy Ch . XK ver y/6 a r e f u i l y . Docs Mor t on have 
a copy of  t he J u l y 26, 27 , 1943 conf er ence at  Denver  when t h i s was 
bat t er ed out ? I f  no t , woul d i t  be t oo muoh t r oubl e f o r  hi m t o get  a oopy? 
Per haps he has good not es on i t . I  do n ' t  want  i t  r i ght  now but  woul d l i ke 
t o s t udy i t  bef or e t he oar ef ul  wor k i s do ne. 

L i f e i s d u l l , but  s i noe st r ange t hi ngs may t r anspi r e wi t h i n the next  
f ew mont hs I  s t i l l  f avor  s t i ok i ng i t  out  her e, get t i ng what  i n f o . I  can and 
whaok i ng my r ough dr af t  i nt o l i n e . So f ar  I  am on ŷ up t o Mar ch 14 and 
have f our  mor e mont hs t o d o . I t  seems as i f  Best  has f o r go t e n̂ me and i f  
Schmi dt  l eaves t he end of  t hi s mont h my ohanoes of  ex i s t i ng her e ar e 
gr eat l y i mpr oved. So f a r  as I  know I  have no ot her  power f ul  po t ent i a l  
e ne m i e s � 

My mor al / s ar e s t i l 1 exc el l ent  and so f ar  as I  can see my onl y danger  
i s go i ng bat t y wi t h bor edom and of  t hat  I  do not  see any i ndi c at i ons as y e t . 



My seor et ar y has gone baok t o wo r k . I  f e£ l  oer t ai n t hat  i n a l i t t l e ti i r.e 
I  s h a l l  amass a good deal  of  mat er i al  on t he ear l y at t i t udes -  (pr e- f ar m 
ao c i den t . ) Whi l e I  am her e, I  woul d appr eo i at e addi t i o nal  s uc r es t i ons whi oh 
wi l l  ai d i n f i l l i n g gaps i n my r epo r t , j qpcBXX I  shoul dget  some mat er i al  on 
t he o l d Tui e l aker s -  t h i s i s t ough t hough because t he onj y one I  know wel l  
i s Ak i t s uk i  and hi s r emar ks woul d be pr et t y b i as ed . S t i l l  t hey 'd be bet t er  
t han no t h i ng, I  t h i nk I ' l l  cont ac t  Puncor n t o see i f  I  can get  some 
appoi nt ment s wi t h t he i nu xj txi toKXfci fS î fcsc&xx who have t ak en r ef uge i n t he 
h o s p i t a l . J us t  seei ng t hose bas t ar ds i s danger ous t hough -  ' t i s a ddl dmma. 

I t  i r ks my ego t o send t he meas l y l i t t l e not es -  Ther e i s such a c o l o s s al  
amount  of  mote r i a l  and a l l  I  oan get  i s or ut obs'. We l l , I ' l l  |>e p a t i en t , 
per haps enough cr umbs wi l l  ev ent ual l y make the c ak e. Do not  wor r y t hat  
t hi s i mpat i ence wi l l  l epd me t o r «s hnes s . I f  I  squawk a, bi t  t o you I ' l l  
e:et  i t  out  of  my syst em and cont i nue t o move s l o wl y , 

Si noer e l y y o ur s , 

P , S , The t hr ee f e f us a l s t o heve me oa 11 ar e pr et t y s i gn i f i c an t , I  am 
puzz l ed by Mr s . Qj  s o aut i o n . I t  may be a po s e. S t i l l , s i nce she seems 
wi l l i n g t o expr ess her s el f  t oy mai l , a l l  i s not  l o s t . 

V ) u U i  ^  ̂

CyJ i - ^ I J  ¿ L A J D U T X » . o ^ r v ^ J ^ r � 



Japanese AmeriÄn£!itizens League 
An All American Of̂ ^̂^̂/f American Citizens 

National Headquarters 

413- 415 BEASON BL DG. TEL EPHONE 5- 6501 

SAL T L AK E CI T Y 1, U T A H 

August 23, 1944 

Dr . Dorothy S. Thomas 
Di r ect or , Evacuat i on & Resett l ement Study 
207 Gi ani nni  Hal l  
Uni ver si t y of Cal i for ni a 
Berkel ey 4, Cal i f or ni a 

Dear Dr # Thomas; 

Togo Tanaka has informed me that he wi l l  not be abl e to 
come to Sal t Lake Ci t y unt i l  the l at t er part of t hi s year . 
We are hopi ng that he wi l l  be abl e to come around the f i r st 
of December at whi ch time we are pl anni ng to hol d our 
nat i onal  convent i on. 

We have confi dence i n Togo and t her efor e, are wi l l i ng to 
open up our f i l es . 

Many documents whi ch were semi - personal  were di scarded 
at the time of evacuat i on and therefore we are not cer tai n 
as to whether our f i l es wi l l  be of much val ue or not . However , 
many bul l et i ns were i ssued from nat i onal  headquarters at the 
time of evacuat i on and i f we can l ocate al l  of them, they 
cer t ai nl y shoul d be a val uabl e documentary hi st or y. 

I am pl anni ng to l eave for the east around the 20th of 
September and wi l l  be away for about a month and hal f . I shal l  
contact Togo i n Chi cago and al so check through our f i l es, so 
that they wi l l  be avai l abl e for him when he comes to Sal t Lake 
Ci t y. 

Si ncer el y yours, 

SK:t t t 

For Better Americans in A Qreater America 



J APANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE 

NATIONAL SPONSORS 

A R I Z ONA 

BI SHOP WALTER MI TCHELL Phoeni x 

C A L I F OR NI A 

MRS. WALLACE B. ALEXANDER Orinola-

BENJ AMI N W. BLACK, M. D Oakl and 

DR. MONROE DEUTSCH Berkel ey 

Louis GOLDBLATT San Francisco 
KI RBY PAGE La Habr a 

RT. REV. EDWARD L. PARSONS San Franci sco 

REV. DR. IRVING F. REI CHERT San Franci sco 

BI SHOP CHARLES S. REIFSNIDER Pasadena 

BÌ SHOP W. BERTRAND STEVENS Los Angel es 

JOSEPH S. THOMPSON ...San Francisco 
AUGUST VOLLMER Berkel ey 

ANNI E CL O WATSON San Franci sco 

DR. RAY LYMAN WILBUR Palo Alto 

C ON N E C T I C U T 

DR. WI LLI AM ALLEN NEI LSON Fal l s Vi l l age 

COLORADO 

BI SHOP W. E. HAMMAKER Denver 

J AMES G. PATTON Denver 

F L OR I DA 

DR. HAMILTON HOLT Winter Park 

I LLINOIS 

DR. EDWI N R. EMBREE Chi cago 

DR. CHARLES CLAYTON MORRI SON Chi cago 

REV. DR. ALBERT W. PALMER Chi cago 

; WI LLARD TOWNSEND Chi cago 

KANSAS 

WI LLI AM ALLEN WHI TE (1868- 1944) Empor i a 

MASSACHUSETTS 

DR. RALPH BARTON PERRY Cambr i dge 

MI CHI GAN 

AUGUST SCHOLLE Detroi t 

MI SSOURI 

BI SHOP EDWI N V. O'HARA Kansas Ci ty 

BI SHOP WI LLI AM SCARLET St. Loui s 

N E B R A S K A 

J AMES L. PAXTON Omaha 

N E W Y O R K 

DR. CARL W. ACKERMAN New Yor k 

WI LLI AM AGAR New Yor k 

ROGER N. BALDWI N New Yor k 

EUGENE E. BARNETT New Yor k 

HARRY LORI N BINSSE New Yor k 

DR. HARRY WOODBURN CHASE New Yor k 

REV. DR. DAVI D DE SOLA POOL New Yor k 

REV. DR. HARRY EMERSON FOSDI CK New Yor k 

READ LEWI S New Yor k 

REV. DR. REI NHOLD NI EBUHR New Yor k 

GEORGE SCHUYLER New Yor k 

DR. J OHN W. THOMAS New Yor k 

REV. DR. E. MCNEI LL POTEAT Rochester 

MR. AND MRS. HARPER SIBLEY Rochester 

NORMAN THOMAS New Yor k 

BI SHOP HENRY ST. GEORGE TUCKER New Yor k 

BÌ SHOP J AMES E. WAL SH New Yor k 

RI CHARD J . WAL SH New Yor k 

NORTH CAROLI NA 

DR. FRANK P. GRAHAM Chapel  Hill  
DR. HOWARD W. ODUM Chapel  Hill  

OHI O 

GEORGE T. TRUNDI Ì ; Cl evel and 

DR. 0. M. WALTON Cleveland 

OREGON 

E. B. MACNAUGHTON ... Portland 
HON. CHARLES A. SPRAGUE Sal em 

PENNSYLVANI A 

PEARL S. BUCK Perkasi e 

DR. RUFUS M. J ONES Haver ford 

DR. FELI X MORLEY Haver ford 

DR. J OHN W. NASON Swar t hmor e 

CLARENCE E. PI CKETT Phi l adel phi a 

TENNESSEE 

J ENNI NGS PERRY Nashvi l l e 

TEXAS 

DR. HOMER P. RAI NEY Aust i n 

UTAH 

MRS. BURTON W. MUSSER Salt Lake City 
ARTHUR GAETH Salt Lake City 

VERMONT 

DOROTHY CANFI ELD FISHER Ar l i ngton 

VI RGI NI A 

MRS. J . B. CALKINS Arlington 
REV. DR. J . W. BI LL MARSHALL Ri chmond 

WASHI NGTON 

BENJ AMI N H. KIZER Spokane 

DR. J ESSE STEINER Seattl e 

WA S H I N G T ON , D. C. 

DR. WI LL W. ALEXANDER 

MONROE SWEETLAND 

RAYMOND GRAM SWI NG 

MR. AND MRS. CHARLES P. TAFT 



August 25, 1944 

Mr* Saburo Kl do 
J apanese Ameri can Ci t i zens League 
413- 415 Beason Bui l di ng 
Sal t Lake Ci ty 1, Utah 

. * 

Dear Mr . Kl do: 

Thank you for your l et t er of August 23» I , t oo, 
have the gr eatest possi bl e oonfl denoe In Togo and l ook 
forward to a f i ne J ob on the J AGL f l i es . 

You mention that you are pl anni ng to l ook through 
the f i l es In the next few weeks* I shoul d be gr at eful  
I f you woul d t el l  me whether you have any background In-
formati on on the eoonoml e act i vi t i es and status of the 
J apanese Ameri cans pr i or to evacuat i on, and al so whether 
you have accumul ated any body of data on economic l osses 
si nce evacuat i on. I may say that the economic si de of 
our study i s very weak and that we are f i ndi ng i t extreme-
l y di f f i cul t to col l ect r#;Mr*as& out a, 

Wi th cor di al  r egar ds, 

Si ncer el y your s, 

Dorothy Swai ne Thomas 



Japanese Amei M̂lCitizens League 
A n A l l American O f g W j f e g M  ̂American Citizens 

National Headquarters 

413- 415 BEASON BL DG. TEL EPHONE 5- 6501 

SAL T L AKE CI TY 1, U T A H 

August 28, 1944 

Dr . Dorothy S. Thomas 
Di r ect or , Evacuat i on and Besett l ement Study 
207 Gi anni ni  Hal l  
Berkel ey 4, Cal i f or ni a 

Dear Dr . Thomas: 

Sometime ago we recei ved an i nqui ry about ascer tai ni ng 
the economic l oss suf fer ed by the J apanese. Thi s i s data 
whi ch shoul d not be di f f i cul t to compi l e i f the WRA shoul d 
gi ve i t s f ul l  cooperat i on* One i dea had been consi dered by 
us was to present quest i onnai re to the r esi dent s of eaoh 'I 
r el ocat i on cent er . I f i t coul d be made known to the peopl e 
that a survey of thi s nature woul d hel p i n any movement to 
obtai n damages for the l osses suf fer ed, I am sure that the 
responses wi l l  be gr eat . In other words, there has been 
consi derabl e tal k about aski ng for damages af t er the war . 
The sel f i sh moti ve wi l l  be the i ncent i ve to provi de the 
necessary dat a. 

Some of my cl i ent s woul d provi de cl assi c exampl es of 
the l osses suf f er ed. However, they have scat tered to the 
four corners of t hi s country and I have not kept i n touch 
wi th them. 

I am sure that r esi dents of Topaz al one coul d fur ni sh 
you wi th exampl es of l osses suf fered on account of evacuat i on. 

I have promised Togo I wi l l  hel p him i n t r ansl at i ng 
port i ons from the Hi story of the J apanese Ameri cans i n Amer i ca, 
a book publ i shed i n the ear l y months of 1941. I bel i eve there 
i s another book per t ai ni ng to the i ndust r i al  devel opment by 
J apanese i n Southern Cal i f or ni a. 

Wi th best wi shes, I remain 

Si ncer el y yours, 

o 
V7. 

SKr t t t 

For Better Americans in A Qreater America 

� � H 



J APANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE 

NATIONAL SPONSORS 

A R I Z ONA 

BI SHOP WALTER MI TCHELL j  Phoeni x 

C A L I F OR NI A 

MRS. WALLACE B. ALEXANDER Or i nda 

BENJ AMI N W. BLACK, M. D Oakl and 

DR. MONROE DEUTSCH -  Berkel ey 

Louis GOLDBLATT j  San Francisco 
KI RBY PAGE La Habr a 

RT. REV. EDWARD L. PARSONS San Franci sco 

REV. DR. IRVING F. REICHERT San Franci sco 

BI SHOP CHARLES S. REIFSNIDER Pasadena 

BÌ SHOP W. BERTRAND STEVENS Los Angel es 

J OSEPH S. THOMPSON San Franci sco 

AUGUST VOLLMER -  Berkel ey 

ANNI E CLO WATSON San Franci sco 

DR. RAY LYMAN WII.RUR Palo Alto 

C ONNE C T I C U T 

DR. WI LLI AM ALLEN NEI LSON Fal l s Vi l l age 

COLORADO 

BI SHOP W. E. HAMMAKER Denver 

J AMES G. PATTON :... ö l  Denver 

FLORIDA 

DR. HAMILTON HOLT : Winter Park 

ILLINOIS 

DR. EDWI N R. EMBREE Chi cago 

DR. CHARLES CLAYTON MORRI SON ..Chi cago 

REV. DR. ALBERT W. PALMER Chi cago 

WI LLARD TOWNSEND Chi cago 

KANSAS 

WI LLI AM ALLEN WHI TE (1868- 1944) Empor i a 

MASSACHUSETTS 

DR. RALPH BARTON PERRY Cambr i dge 

MI C HI GA N 

AUGUST SCHOLLE Detroit 

M ISSOURI 

BI SHOP EDWI N V. O'HARA Kansas Ci ty 

BÌ SHOP WI LLI AM SCARLET St. Loui s 

N E B R A S K A 

J AMES L. PAXTON Omaha 

NEW YORK 

DR. CARL W. ACKERMAN New Yor k 

WI LLI AM AGAR New Yor k 

ROGER N. BALDWI N New Yor k 

EUGENE E. BARNETT New Yor k 

HARRY LORI N BINSSE New Yor k 

DR. HARRY WOODBURN CHASE New Yor k 

REV. DR. DAVI D DE SOLA POOL New Yor k 

REV. DR. HARRY EMERSON FOSDICK New Yor k 

READ LEWI S -  New Yor k 

REV. DR. REI NHOLD NI EBUHR New Yor k 

GEORGE SCHUYLER � New Yor k 

DR. J OHN W. THOMAS -  New Yor k 

REV. DR. E. MCNEI LL POTEAT Rochester 

MR. AND MRS. HARPER SIBLEY Rochester 

NORMAN THOMAS New Yor k 

BI SHOP HENRY ST. GEORGE TUCKER New Yor k 

BÌ SHOP J AMES E. WALSH New Yor k 

RI CHARD J . WALSH New Yor k 

NORTH CAROLI NA 

DR. FRANK P. GRAHAM Chapel  Hill  
DR. HOWARD W. ODUM * Chapel  Hill  

OHI O 

GEORGE T. TRUNDLE Cl evel and 

DR. O. M. WALTON Cleveland 

OREGON 

E. B. MACNAUGHTON Portland 
'HON. CHARLES A. SPRAGUE Sal em 

PENNSYLVANI A 

PEARL S. BUCK Perkasi e 

DR. RUFUS M. J ONES Haver ford 

DR. . FELIX MORLEY L * Haver ford 

DR. J OHN W. NASON....�.......... Swar thmore 

CLARENCE E. PICKETT Phi l adel phi a 

TENNESSEE 

J ENNINGS PERRY Nashvi l l e 

TEXAS 

DR. HOMER P. RAI NEY Aust i n 

UTAH 

MRS. BURTON W. MUSSER Salt Lake City 
ARTHUR GAETH Salt Lake City 

VERMONT 

DOROTHY CANFIELD FISHER Ar l i ngton 

VIRGINIA* 

MRS. J . B. CALKINS Arlington 
REV. DR. J . W. BI LL MARSHALL Ri chmond 

WASHI NGTON 

BENJ AMI N H. KIZER Spokane 

DR. J ESSE STEINER Seattl e 

WA S H I N G T ON , D. C. 

DR. WI LL W. ALEXANDER 

MONROE SWEETLAND 

RAYMOND GRAM SWI NG 

MR. AND MRS. CHARLES P. TAFT 



CURTISS CANDY COMPANY 
CHICAGO 13, ILLINOIS 

17 October  1944 

Mr s. Dorothy Swai ne Thomas, Di r ect or , 
Evacuat i on & Reset t l ement  St udy, 
207 Gi ani ni  Hal l , Uni ver si t y of  Cal i f . 
Ber kel ey 4, Cal i f . 

Dear  Dorothys 

I  was gl ad to have your  note al t hough shor t  and you may be sure t hat  I  enj oyed 
t al ki ng t o Tommy Shi but ani . I  saw Frank Miyamoto t he other  day and asked him 
when you were due back here but  he was uncer t ai n as t o your  next  t r i p. Do make 
sure i n advance t hat  we know when you ar e coming so t hat  we can have a vi s i t  
wi t h you. 

The j ob wi t h Cur t i ss goes wel l . I  can't  t el l  you what  a r el i ef  i t  i s t o be 
worki ng for  a ci vi l i zed concern i nst ead of  the ü. S. Government . We have probabl y 
between 125 and 150 J apanese and J apanese- American,-  empl oyeés scat t er ed through 
our  var i ous farms and f act or i es. Wi t h al most  no except i on the Company exper i ence 
has been very f i ne. Har ry Mayeda, whom you remember  from Tul e, works wi t h me 
and works wi t h the J apanese whi ch i s l ar gel y through the W.R.A. 

I  do not  know as I  am doi ng much per sonnel  work as yet . Our  most  ser i ous j ob, 
of  cour se, i s t o r ecr ui t  suf f i ci ent  number  of  worker s t o keep our  f act or i es 
goi ng. So f ar  we have kept  ahead somehow. The turnover  wi t h the cl ass of  
empl oyees t hat  ar e l ef t  on the market  i s st ar t l i ng. But  some day when the War  
i s over  we wi l l  get  goi ng and doi ng a l ot  of  other  t hi ngs. I  have been i nt er est ed 
because of  the number  of  var i ous nat i onal i t i es t hat  we are empl oyi ng and the 
probl ems of  the mi nor i t y group t hat  pr esent  themsel ves t o management . I t  has 
gi ven me a number  of  ver y i nt er est i ng contact s wi t h the var i ous or gani zat i ons of  
Chi cago, some of  whi ch I  have known pr evi ousl y from the Government  angl e and now 
I  am l ear ni ng from the empl oyers angl e. 

I  am i nt er est ed i n your  "r et ur n t o the coast ". I t  i s i nt er est i ng t o hear  the 
di scussi on among t h¿ var i ous Nesei  on t hi s subj ect . So fai ; among them, I  get  
the i dea t hat  t hey are not  i nt er est ed al t hough t he Issefc do want  t o go back. 
However , I  suppose onl y t ime wi l l  t el l . 

My ki nd r egar ds t o bot h of  you. 

ELSsm 

r y si ncer el y your s, 

El mer  L . Shi r r el l  
Per sonnel  Department  
CURTISS CANDY COMPANY 



J anuary 8, 1945 

Pr ofessor Pay- Cooper Col e 
Department of Anthropol ogy 
Uni ver si t y of Chi cago 
Chi cago 37, I l l i noi s 

Dear Pr ofessor Col e: 

Mi ss Rosal i e Hankey, Resear ch Assi st ant on the 
Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement St udy, i s appl yi ng for a 
gr aduat e f el l owshi p i n your depar tment . I am happy 
to recommend Mi ss Hankey f or t hi s appoi ntment . Her 
academi c record i s , as you know, very good i ndeed. 
She has worked f or me for the past ei ghteen months as 
f i el d i nvest i gat or at the Gi l a Ri ver and Tul e Lake 
War Rel ocat i on Pr oj ect s. The work at the l at t er pro-
j ect (a camp set asi de for the so- cal l ed "d i s l o y a l " 
among the evacuee popul at i on), made ext r aor di nar y 
demands In r espect to i ngenui t y, endurance and t ac t . 
I know of no one who coul d have done t hi s work bet t er 
than Mi ss Hankey. She has been a car ef ul  and In-
dust r i ous wor ker . Her r ecor ds are r el i abl e. She has 
succeeded in maki ng a wi de range of excel l ent cont act s. 
She has or gani zed her r esul t s i nto a meani ngful  frame-
wor k. 

I hope that Mi ss Hankey wi l l  have an oppor tuni ty 
to pursue graduate work at the Uni ver si t y of Chi cago. 

Si ncer el y your s, 

Dorothy Swai ne Thomas 
Di r ect or 



U N I V E R S I T Y O F C A L I F O R N I A 

AND R E SE T T L E ME NT ST UDY 

HA L L J a n . ¿ 4 , 1 9 4 5 
CAL I F ORNI A 

Dear  Dor ot hy : 

F r ank asked me t o ask my f at her  f or  i nf o r mat i on 
about  Saegus a. Enc l osed you wi l l  f i nd po r t i ons of  h i s 
l et t er  i n whi ch he exp l ai ns what  i t  i s and wher e i t  i s 
at  t he pr esent  t i me. I t  seems t hat  i t  wi l l  te i mpos-
s i b l e t o see i t  unt i l  i t  i s publ i s hed and t hen i t  may 
be af t er  t he war . The onl y ot her  po s s i b i l i t y I  can see 
i s t o get  t h i s t r ans l at ed i nt o Engl i s h and publ i s hed i n 
t hi s count r y and wai t  f or  t he J apanese ed i t i o n unt i l  
af t er  t he war . 

Af t er  t r y i ng out  t he f i r s t  par t  of  t he l e t t e r , 
f r ank says t hat  you may i nt er es t ed i n some of  t he ot her  
comment s he makes , so I  am quot i ng mor e o f  t he l et t er  
he wr ot e t o me. 

Thank you f o r  l e t t i ng me know about  t he j ob at  
t he I n t er nat i o nal  Hous e. I  have wr i t t en t o Mr . 
B l a i s d e l l , a sk i  rip: hi m f or  mor e i nf o r mat i on about  t he 
j o b. - af t er  a l l , I  may not  be s ui t ed f or  t he j o b. I  
t ol d hi m t hat  I  was wor k i ng f or  you and t hat  you woul d 
wr i t e a l et t er  of  r ecommendat i on f o r  me. 

I  do n ' t  know i f  anyone has ment i oned t hi s or  not , 
per haps Char l i e di d i n h i s Di ar y , but  my s i s t er , 
Cl ar a, had a baby g i r l  on December  6,  whi ch i s al s o 
her  b i r t hday . Bot h mot her  and baby ar e wel l . My 
mot her  came out  f r om hear t  Mount ai n f o r  a t wo mont hs ' 
v i s i t  f or  t he o c c as i o n . I  t h i nk she d i d mor e wor k 
dur i ng t hat  two mont hs t han she ever  di d f o r  a l ong 
t i me, however , i t  was her  f i r s t  gr and- daught er . She 
has f our  nephews . We ar e a l l  hav i ng f un wi t h t he 
baby . Cl ar a, has al ways t ol d me t o r e member  her  t o you 
i n any l et t er s 1 may wr i t e t o y ou. 

I  saw Tomi  on Sunday and she s ays she wi l l  go t o 
Geor gi a t o v i s i t  Tom. Tom has wr i t t en and says he i s 
get t i ng al ong f i ne i n t he Army as he i s wi t h a bunch 
of  swel l  f el l ows f r om P enns y l v ani a. I  am sur e he i s 
mor e happy wher e he i s t han i f  he wer e i n a segr egat ed 
un i t . Ar e you k eep i ng up wi t h Char l i e and h i s r omance? 
The l ove bug seems t o have h i t  hi m pr et t y har d as you 
can see f r om h i s î a r y . Do n ' t  ever  t el l  hi m I  men-
t i oned t hi s t o y ou. So much f or  go s s i p . Oh y es , Togo 
i s s pendi ng mor e t i me i n our  o f f i c e . He i s r ea l l y 
wor k i ng har d on h i s r epo r t , r̂ ank and Mi chi  ar e f i ne 
t oo. »e wer e al l  i nv i t ed t o Mo r t on's par ent s ' home 
Sat ur day and we had a gr and t i me. 

Si nc er el y , 



fUztisaĵ  A& /vi  vn/ 
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The f o l l o wi ng i s a por t i on o f  a l et t er  wr i t t en by Dr . P . M. 

Sus k i  t o L o u i s e, dat ed J anuar y 20, 1S45 

I t  i s not  t he hi s t o r y o f  J apanese i n Los Angel es but  i t  i s 

t he hi s t o r y o f  J apanese i n Amer i c a, begi nni ng wi t h t he f i r s t  ent r y 

t o U . S . o f  J apanese i n 1860. Mr . Saegusa has been r e i t er at i ng h i s 

opi ni on t hat  a l l  h i s t o r i es o f  J apanese i n Amer i ca so f ar  wr i t t en 

wer e f u l l  o f  er r o r s , due t o aut hor s dependi ng most l y on v er bal  

i nf o r mat i on of  ol d t i mer s at  bes t , and i n many i ns t anc es on mer e 

hear - say . Mr . Saegusa t r i ed t o uase h i s h i s t o r y on dai l y news-

paper s . Ol d paper s wer e al ways har d t o get  and he t r avel ed a l l  

over  Ca l i f o r n i a f o r  15 ¿ ear s t o gat her  dat a. Hi s ac t ual  wr i t i ng 

began about  1927- 28 and f i n i s hed h i s sket chy wor k about  1936, 

0 Ptfv -v when he t ook t o bed and l ef t  most  of  t he edi t i ng-  t o me. I t  t ook 

me a l l  t he t i me unt i l  1940. The f i n i s hed manusc r i pt  had been 

sent  t o t he Baf u Shi mpo br anch at  Tokyo i n char ge o f  Shogo Mut o 

i n t he summer  of  1941. Paper  was pur chased i n L . A . and sent  t o 

J apan. But  at  t hat  t i me t he J apanese gover nment  t ook over  a l l  

p r i n t i ng p l ant s i n Tokyo, and we dec i ded t o wai t  unt i l  t he end of  

t he war . I  have t he o r i g i nal  copy i n Los Angel es , "but  I  am dut y 

bound not  t o make i t  publ i c , even f or  quo t at i o n. 

I  am hopi ng my l i br ar y wi l l  ar r i v e her e s ho r t l y . .I n t hat  I  

have some mat er i al  about  t he h i s t o r y o f  t he J apanese col ony i n 

Ca l i f o r n i a , whi ch I  may di v ul ge 
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Mor e exc er p t s f r om t he l e t t er : 

<JY 

anyone want s t o know of  my pas t  l i f e , I  have mat er i a l  

gat her ed and wr i t t en i n J apanes e. I t  i s a mi xt ur e o f  i nc i dent s , 

f ac t s , op i n i ons ana hopes . Exper i enc es I  went  t hr ough my chi l d-

hood i n J apan woul d be ver y i n t er es t i ng t o you a l l . .1 have many 

dr awi ngs t o i l l u s t r a t e t he s t o r y . I  i nt end to t r ans l at e i t as 

soon as I  f i nd someone to as s i s t  me. 

I  do no t  i nt end to r et ur n t o Ca l i f o r n i a , at  l eas t  f or  10- 15 

S" * e a r s * 1 0 e d e a d ' mos t l y l i v e l y , bef o r e Ca l i f o r n i a i s r eady 
Q A A K I , 

t 0 s c c e P t  US. . . . . Our  house i n wel l  t aken car e o f , r ent ed t o a 

êgr o p©0t es t ant  mi n i s t er . I  woul d not  r ent  t he house t o any 

J apanes e, as i t  may be bur nt . (Th i s i s i n answer  t o an i nqui r e-

as to whet her  he was wi l l i n g t o rei bt  t he house t o a J apanes e who 

was p l ann i ng t o r et ur n t o C a l i f o r n i a . ) 

As t o my f ut ur e p l ans , I  have wr i t t en what  I  t hi nk and what  

1 i nt end t o do . I  wi l l  send my paper s wi t h i n a f ew days I  

am go i ng t o s t ay her e at  camp unt i l  k i c ked out . Not  t hat  I  l i k e 

i t , but  t hat  i s t he v es t ur e. They t ook me out  o f  Ca l i f o r n i a 

f o r c i b l y . They des t r oyed my p r ac t i c e . The a l i en i s pr event ed ) 'A \ C ̂  
' '̂ TUJ  f r o m p r ac t i c i ng i n any ot her  s t at e l ega l l y , even i f  t her e i s a 

n l U £> 

s  ̂ chance of  mak i ng good. Ther e i s no t  much chance o f  mak i ng i t  pay 

ei  t her  

Why c an ' t  you f o l k s move t o Mi l wauk ee? Cl ar a and t he baby 

at  l eas t ? ' o x t o some wes t er n subur b o f  Chi c ago , i f  you must  st ay 

i n Chi c ago? I nduce J u l i a (my o l der  s i s t e r ) t o move t o Chi c ago , 

nay t et t er  t o Mi l wauk ee. Eob (her  hus band) do es n ' t  l i k e Chi c ago . 

J u l i a l i k es êw York, whi ch Bob condemns . i 'hey ar e now cons i der -

i ng Co l or ado Spr i ngs , whi ch may oe about  t he bes t  i n t he mi ddl e 
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wes t er n s t at es . I  am p i a i s i ng Mi l waukee as a good p l ac e. I t  i s 

j us t  about  i n t he mi ddl e of  t he count r y as Co l or ado Spr i ngs , but  

mo r e near  c i v i l i z a t i o n . F l or a (anot her  s i s t er ) may event ual l y 

s et t l e ar ound Chi c ago , ¿'hen mot her  coul d st ay ar ound t her e 

v i s i t i n g J u l i a , J f l or a, l̂ aar a, El mer  f  br ot her  i n Mi l wauk ee) , you 

and Sus i e ( s i s t er - i n - l aw) , ĥe woul d not  be t i r ed o f  any p l ac e 

i f  s he'd have f i v e p l ac es t o go 

Bo t e: Per haps I  shoul d exp l ai n a l i t t l e about  t he f ami l y so 

you wi l l  know what ' s what . J u l i a ' s husband, Bob, was f or mer l y 

wi t h «al t  Di sney St udi o and l at er  M- G- M car t oon dept . Ee was i n 

Chi c ago f or  a whi l e do i ng f r ee I si ce wor k as a commer c i al  a r t i s t  

unt i l  he went  to New Y or k . I t  was whi l e he was i n New Yor k t hat  

he dr ew a comi c s t r i p , "Mi k i " whi ch i s now syndi c at ed and appear -

i ng i n s ever al  paper s , i nc l udi ng t he Chi cago Dai l y News. He goes 

under  t he name of  Ôber t  Kay . i l o r e ' s husband i s i n t he Army so 

she i s s t i l l  a t  Hear t  Mt . wi t h her  son and near  my mot her . I  

have a br ot her  i n t he Army and h i s wi f e, Sus i e, i s l i v i n g wi t h me. 

El mer  i s t he younges t  and he i s l i v i n g i n Mi l waukee wi t h h i s wi f e 

and c h i l d . Y ou'v e hear d o f  Cl ar a, so t her e ' s our  f ami l y . I  hope 

you get  somet hi ng out  o f  t he l et t er  my f at her  wr ot e t o me. 



E DWA R D J . E N N I S 
DI R E C T OR 

R E P L Y  T O: 

department of J ustice 

¡alien Cncmp Control  ®intt 

Washington (25) 

Apr i i  27, 1945 

Dr . Dorothy Swai ne Thomas 
Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement  Study 
207 Gi anni ni  Hal l  
Berkel ey 4, Cal i f or ni a 

Dear  Dr . Thomas: 

Al t hough, i nsofar  as I  under st and, your  Study i s not  aimed 
di r ect l y at  the const i t ut i onal  quest i on, the annexed ar t i cl e i s so good 
a di scussi on of  the under l yi ng governmental  probl em of  j udi ci al  cont rol  
over  mi l i t ar y act i ons of  ci vi l i ans t hat  I  t hi nk i t  wi l l  be of  i nt er est . 
The author  worked wi th us here i n the Department  dur i ng al most  al l  the 
t ime that  the cases were bei ng br i efed and has, I  t hi nk, thought  more 
cl ear l y ;bout  the cent r al  probl em than any one i ncl udi ng the J ust i ces 
of  the Supreme Cour t , i f  one may j udge from t hei r  opi ni ons. I n case 
Morton i s st i l l  i nt er est ed i n the probl em, I  am sendi ng him a copy t oo. 

You were more than ki nd to Chapman and me i n Berkel ey and 
Chapman t ol d me l at er  t hat  he was much i nf l uenced by your  vi ews. The 
di f f i cul t y wi th get t i ng anythi ng done i s , i n the f i r st  pl ace, that  Chapman 
i s to some extent  af r ai d of  hur t i ng t he f eel i ngs of  I ckes and For tas by 
pl ai n- speaki ng about  what  he saw and, i n the second pl ace, Myer  l ef t  for  
Tul e Lake a day or  so af t er  we got  back and when he returned For tas had 
succumbed to the uni ver sal  i t ch to at tend to gl obal  probl ems i n San 
Fr anci sco. So f ar  the r esul t  has been a breakdown i n the governmental  
machinerv and no deci si on has been r eached. 

Si ncer el y, 

J ohn L . Bur l i ng 

Encl osure 
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Room 1109 r * 
299 Madison / v̂e. 
New York City 17, N. Y. 
Phone: Murray Hill  2- 2459 

Mid- West Office: 
Room 1008 
189 W. Madison Street 
Chicago 2, Illinois 
Phone: Franklin 8840 

Japanese Ame itizens League 
An All American Or̂Sfĵ ßâî îf American Citizens 

National Headquarters 
413- 415 BEASON BLDG. TELEPHONE 5- 6501 

SALT LAKE CI TY 1, UT AH 

No v . 24, 1945. 

Tri- State Office: 
615 E. &C. Building 
17th and Curtis 
Denver 2, Colorado 
Phone: Cherry 5990 

San Francisco Office: 
I860 Washington Street 
San Francisco 9, California 
Phone: Tuxedo 5212 

J APANESE AMERICAN C I T I ZE NS L E A 6U E 
228 MCALLISTER STREET 

SAN FRANCISCO 2, CAL t MA. 8442 

Dr . Dor ot hy Thomas 
Un i v er s i t y of  Ca l i f o r n i a 
B e r k e l e y , Ca l . 

Dear  Mi s s Thomas: 

The t ent at i v e f or m of  a ques t i onnai r e 
t o be c i r c u l ar i z ed among evac uees i s her ei n enc l o s ed. 
We have compi l ed t he s ubj ec t  mat t er  f o r  dat a and may 
have i nadv er t ent l y mi s sed some i mpor t ant  po i nt s whi ch 
may occur  t o y ou. We woul d appr ec i at e your  s endi ng 
us a not e wi t h your  s ugges t i ons by r et ur n ma i l . 

Sent i ment  seems t o be gai n i ng i n many 
quar t er s t o p r es s t he mat t er  of  s ec ur i ng some r es-
t i t u t i o n f o r  t he l o s s es s us t ai ned by t hose of  J apan-
ese anc es t r y who wer e s i ngl ed out  and v i c t i mi zed by 
Exec ut i ve 9066. As a p r er equ i s i t e t o t h i s cor r ec t -
t i v e pr oc es s of  democr acy , pub l i c i t y based upon ac-
t ual  c ases of  damages by r eas on of  ev ac uat i on has 
been deemed nec es s ar y . T h i s i s t he pur pose of  at -
t empt i ng t o gai n s pec i f i c i n f o r mat i on by means of  
t he enc l os ed ques t i o nnai r e. 

Coul d you penc i l  your  i deas on t he en-
c l osed r ough dr af t ? We s ha l l  mai l  you a copy of  t he 
f i n a l  f o r m. 

Co r d i a l ! 

J oe 

Regi onal  r epr e 

I  woul d appr ec i at e i t  i f  you woul d be 
k i nd enough t o have Mr . Ni shi mot o check t he ques-
t i o nnai r e . 

For Better Americans in A Qreater America 

mmmm m H m H H B H I  S E M I  B H B H B É 



J APANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE 

NATIONAL SPONSORS 

ARI ZONA 

BI SHOP WALTER MI TCHELL Phoeni x 

CALI FORNI A 

MRS. WALLACE B. ALEXANDER. Or i nda 

BENJ AMI N W. BLACK, M. D Oakl and 

DR. MONROE DEUTSCH -  Berkel ey 

Louis GOLDRLATT -  San Francisco 
KI RBY PACE La Habr a 

RT. REV. EDWARD L. PARSONS San Franci sco 

REV. DR. IRVING F. REI CHERT San Franci sco 

BI SHOP CHARLES S. REIFSNIDER � Pas adena 

BÌ SHOP W. BERTRAND STEVENS Los Angel es 

JOSEPH S. THOMPSON .....San Francisco 
AUCUST VOLLMER , ,�,..... �.�,�.��.... ...........Berkeley 
ANNI E CLO WATSON San Franci sco 

DR. RAY LYMAN WILBUR �Pal o Alto 

C ONNE C T I C U T 

DR. WI LLI AM ALLEN NEI LSON �.Fal l s Vi l l age 

C OL OR A D O 

BI SHOP W. E. HAMMAKER. Denver 

J AMES G. PATTON -  -  � Denver 

FLORI DA 

DR. HAMILTON HOLT.� Winter Park 

I LLINOIS 

DR. EDWI N R. EMBREE : Chi cago 

DR. CHARLES CLAYTON MORRI SON Chi cago 

REV. DR. ALBERT W. PALMER. Chi cago 

WI LLARD TOWNSEND Chi cago 

KANSAS 

WI LLI AM ALLEN WHI TE (1868- 1944).. Empor i a 

MASSACHUSETTS 

DR. RALPH BARTON PERRY -  Cambr i dge 

MI CHI GAN 

AUCUST SCHOLLE Detroi t 

MI SSOURI 

BI SHOP EDWI N V. O'HARA. -  Kansas Ci ty 

BI SHOP WI LLI AM - SCARLETT - St. Loui s 

N E B R A S K A 

J AMES L. PAXTON Omaha 

NEW MEXI CO 

WI TTER BYNNER Santa Fe 

NEW YORK 

DR. CARL W. ACKERMAN New Yor k 

WI LLI AM ACAR New Yor k 

ROGER N. BALDWI N New Yor k 

EUGENE E. BARNETT New Yor k 

HARRY LORI N BINSEE New Yor k 

DR. HARRY WOODBURN CHASE New Yor k 

REV. DR. DAVI D DE SOLA POOL New Yor k 

REV. DR. HARRY EMERSON FOSDICK .....New Yor k 

READ LEWIS .��.�New York 

REV. DR. REINHOLD NIEBUHR �New York 

GEORGE SCHUYLER New Yor k 

DR. J OHN W. THOMAS . New Yor k 

REV. DR. E. MCNEI LL POTEAT Rochester 

MR. AND MRS. HARPER SIBLEY Rochester 

NORMAN THOMAS New Yor k 

BI SHOP HENRY ST. GEORGE TUCKER �New Yor k 

BÌ SHOP J AMES E. WAL SH .New Yor k 

NORTH CAROLI NA 

DR. FRANK P. GRAHAM Chapel  Hill  
DR. HOWARD W. ODUM ..... Chapel  Hil l  

OHI O 

GEORGE T. TRUNDLE Cl evel and 

DR. 0. M. WALTON Cleveland 

OREGON 

E. B. MACNAUGHTON.. Portland 

HON. CHARLES A. SPRAGUE Sal em 

MONROE SWEETLAND Port l and 

PENNSYLVANI A 

PEARL S. BUCK ... Perkasi e 

DR. RUFUS M. J ONES.... Haver ford 

DR. FELIX MORLEY Haver ford 

DR. J OHN W. NASON Swar thmore 

CLARENCE E. PICKETT . Phi l adel phi a 

RI CHARD J . WAL SH Perkasi e 

TENNESSEE 

DR. DENA FRANK FLEMI NG , .Nashvi l l e 

J ENNINGS PERRY Nashvi l l e 

TEXAS 

DR. HOMER P. RAI NEY Aust i n 

UTAH 

ARTHUR GAETH Salt Lake City 
MRS. BURTON W. MUSSER. Salt Lake City 

VERMONT 

DOROTHY CANFIELD FISHER Ar l i ngton 

VI RGI NI A 

REV. DR. J . W. BI LL MARSHALL Ri chmond 

WASHI NGTON 

BENJ AMI N H. KIZER. - Spokane 

DR. J ESSE STEINER Seattl e 

WA S H I N G T ON , D. C. 

DR. WI LL W. ALEXANDER 

RAYMOND SWI NG 

MR. AND MRS. CHARLES P. TAFT 

HAWAI I 

DR. MI LES E. CARY Honol ul u, T. H. 
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1. 
A m e r i c a n r e s 

PRESENT MAILING ADDRESS: 
1 4 

» A 
� n t  

a e r  1 c a n c 1 t  
o f  J a p a n e 

1 % e A / , / 

s e anc es t r y / 7 

(her eby r egi s t er  t h i s dec l ar at i on o f  l o s s es r es u l t i ng f r om evacuat i on un-  ) 
(der  Exec ut i v e Or der  9066, dat ed Heb. 10, 1942. Thi s s t at ement  i s oom-
( p i l ed t o t he bes t  o f  my r ec o l l eet i o n and knowl edge and i s subj ec t  t o 
( r ev i s i o n . Thi s l o s s compi l at i on i s d i r ec t l y at t r i but abl e t o Exec ut i ve 
(Or der  0066 and not  by r eason o f  war , mi l i t ar y ser v i ce o r  bus i nes s condi -
t i o n s . Ev ac uat i on, based on anec s t r al  o r i g i n , caused undul y di spr opor -
t i o n a t e pr oper t y damages , as co«par ed t o t he nor mal  war t i me exper i enc e 
(o f  t he unevacuat ed po pul at i o n. 

) 

2. P9S&&WÌ  OCCUPATI ONt  
ASffi : BI RTH DATE: BI RTHPLACE: 

4 . MX DEPENDENTS N a m e Rel at i ons hi p Mal e F f ^ s M i . 
ARE: 

Remar ks 

10. 

11. 

#» 

� 

PRE- EVACUATI ON * OOCUPATI OM OB BUSI NESS: 
* HOME OE FAHM AÖ'ÖBESSI  
» BUSI NESS ADDRESS: 

NUMBER OF YEARS ESTABL I SHED I N ABOVE L I VEL I HOOD! 
ESTI MATED PRESENT ANNUAL I NCOME % . , �� o f  dat e 

(No t e: I f  r et ur n i s r ec ent , es t i mat e t he aver age I ncome r ec ei ved ) 
( f o r  t he ac t ual  per i od s i nce r et ur n and pr o j ec t  I t  f o r  a y ea r . ) 

COMMENTS ON PROSPECTS FOB FUTURS I MPROVEMENT I N EARNI N6 POWER WI THOUT 
ASSI STANCSU �� � � 

cuAr i . Ev ent ual l y ; None: 
MARKEDht f  Bit  l ämt oü H 'J I KECTLX i i csUL f M* TOM EVACUATION W 

OR I MMEDI ATE PAXI L S: Yes No Medi cal  At t ent i on I  
Comment s: 

XM ABOVE LOCATI ON: 

"I SDF 

18. ESTI MATE OF 1936 
ANNUAL I NCOME: 19391 

193? §  
1940 I  

193d I  
1941 I  

) 

u JU»ww»»i  JLVW # « » » Z t, I t 1 k 
(Compi l ed f r om I ncome Tax r ec or ds / / , Sal es Tax Recor ds ¿ J , o r  o t her ) 
(document s £ 7 . Cal c ul at ed t o t he bes t  o f  my r ec o l l ec t i o n wi t h t he ) 
( a i d o f  f ami l y m ember  s / T . 

13. AMOUNT OF PARTI AL SU BSI  STEN CST ÂI  NED FROM r ARM, BUSI NESS OR EMPLOYMENT: 
1936 §  ; 1937 I  : 1938 * 
1939 §  1940 I  1941 I " 

14. 
15. 
16. 
17. 

18. 
19. 
20. 

21. 
as. 
23. 

24. 
2m. 
26. 

28. 

29. 
30. 

to vL8/t* * *g 
A t  i  v a o u 
ÌÒU> Wi # 

a t  1 o n T i m e 

r AKM WORTH i  
HOME WÜHTH I  
E Q U I P M E N T I  

C a 1 o u 1 a t  1 o 
FARM RENTAL WORTH i  
HOME R E N T A L WO R T H I  

ECi Ul PMENT � � $ 
T o t a l  

SOLD FOR i  
SOLD FOB I  
SOLD r OR $ 
n O f  L o 

t a l  N u m b e r  o f  
Cryp Ac r eage Mar ket  Val ue 

a s 
LEADED AT |  
LEASED AT 
LEASED AT f " 

A c r e s " 

DATE 
" D A T E " 

' DATE" 
"l  n L e 

L O S S # 

" L O S S F 

~ L 0 S 3 $] 

""LOSS 
I n i  

0 O 
SE22 

�a s 
ANNUAL LOSa 

~ ANNUAL LOSS 
~ ANNUAL L OSS 
r a t e d : 

I 

Acr eage Mar ket  yal ue 

ORCHARD NE Ä UOT : t ear s needed t o r et ur n t o nor mal cy year l y l ose '4
i HE i âo us E , COOPS, EQUI ? « N T DETERI ORATI ON: Repai r s r equi r e 1 
REESTAäl J UJ HMbHT I N OPERATI ON TO FORMER CONDI TI O» MKf t i XMi  I  

«̂wnent I -
FURNI TURE, HUU3EH0L0 EFFECTS WORTH I  SOLD FOR I  » I  

P r es ent  r epl acement  ocet  f  
MOOSE i- vUitTv 
MOUSE RENTES 

SOLD b v̂i"1 

�i t w 
mm*,tMFfcri" «A9 I FwH e 

Loss e 
FROM 



I n B m 1 n e g a A t E v a c u a t i o n T i n t 
31. TOTAL TALUS 0T BUSINESS, INCLUDING ALL ASSE*! I 
32. SOLD FOR |  DATE LOSS |  "" 
5*. FIXTURES, EQUIPtffeW |  Li) f j&Affe LOSS # 
34. INVENTORY VALUE j  SOLD FOR $ DATE LOSS (' 
3». GOING VALUE, «OOP WILL WORTH f _ SOLD FOR § LOSS 
36. Total  Number of Workers I Annual  Volume of i l usiness |  " 
37. REAL PROPERTY WORTH I SOU FOR # DATE L Ol F T 
38. COSTS OF LIQUIDATING BUSINESS, FIXTURES, TBVWtGtQL LOSS f 
39. COSTS OF NEGOTIATING NSW ARKAMGLMENTS, ATTORNEY'S PEES LOSS f 
40. STORAGE CMARGE3, CUSTODIAN'S Fl f B LOSS f 
41. Ti me spent I n l i qui dat i ng asset s and busi ness det ai l s LOSS 

Cal oul at i on of Los» In Leasi ng or Absentee Manakement: 
42. gST l MgS* J ^Wf V L 05* 1541 |  1943 j  
43. BY MILITARY EXCLUSION 1944 j  1943 |  
44. I n Ser r i ee Busi ness or Pr ofessi on, earni ng Power Was stoopedi Yes No 
43. Cl i entel e Has Seen Lost By Evacuati on« Yes No 
46. Number of Years I n Bui l di ng Cl i entel e Annual  Income Loss $ 
47. Equi pment, Tool s WORTH f SOLD FOR i  DATE LOSS f 
48. TOTAL COST OF EVACUATING MX FAUTS 7777. 7777777 # ] 
49. Cr at i ng, dray age, f r ei ght charges # 
30. Total  warehousi ng charges .1 
31. Speol al  purohases of t runks, sul toases, 

t r ai l er , outdoor ol othes9 shoes, et e. . . . i  
32. Purchase of oar or truok for vol untary evacuat i on... . j  "" 
33. Motori ng expenses to dest i nat i on .1 
34. Bui i  r ai l  far es and other expenses j " 
33. TOTAL COSTS Of LI VI NG IN THE RELOCATION CENTER .1 
36. Purohases made to furni sh bar raoks. . / . i  . 
37. Cl othes bought, ol othl ng al l owanoe r eo'd f 
38. Shoes bought* shoe al l owanoe r ecei ved.. . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 
39. Foodstuf fs bought to supplement mess fare |  
60. Books, abdi cat i ons, recreat i onal  equi pment, not i ons bought . I 
61. Wage al l owanoe recei ved for oenter work j1"'' 
62. TOTAL COST OF Rt SETTLOR NT FROM A RELOCATION CENTEh t 
63. Travel  grant recei ved or personal  funds expended. . . . . . . . . . . y 
64. Sub si  st en oe al l owanoe recei ved or personal  funds I 
63. Cost of Pereonal  Ef feot s Bo ught . . . . . . . . . . . j  ' 
66. Cost of Furni shi ngs Purchased t ' ' ' I";' 
67. Costs i nvol ved i n star t i ng i n busi ness, oc c upat i on. . . . . . . . . f 
68. Costs of i dl eness whi l e seeki ng empl oyment, oppor t uni t i es.. $ 
69. TOTAL COSTS OF RETURN TO THE WIST CD AST I 
70. Travel  grant r eo'd. or t ransportat i on oosts f 
71. Costs of i dl eness whi l e seeki ng housi ng, J ob. I ' """ 
72. Costs of renovat i ng, r epai r s. I 
73. Costs of reestabl i shment j  
74. Costs i n buyi ng a house... |  
73. Costs of buyi ng fur ni t ur e, househol d ef fect s j  
76. ESTI MATED LOSSES DUE TO LOOTI NG, RANSACKI NG», VANDALI SM, DEFACEMENT 3̂  

Of personal * real  end tangi bl e property resul t i ng from evacuat i on/ 
(Not i ncl udi ng normal  depreci at i on, wear and t ear ) 

77. ESTI MATED LOSSES DUE TO MI SMANAGEMENT, REMOTE CONTROL, F AL SI F I ED 
REPORTS, FORCED SAL ES, FRAUDS, aUSREPh ŜENTATl Gi * . |  

78. COSTS OF PROPERTY I NSPECTI ON A BUSI NESS TRI PS dur i ng the per i od of * 
Mi l i t ar y Exol uei on, i ncl udi ng roundtr i n expenses, escort costs. 

79. ANY OTHER EXPENSES I NCURRED AS A RESULT OF EVACUATI ON not covered 
above. Detai l  sheets» schedul es, comments may be at faohed. $ 

1» « do here&y sol emnl y swear (or at t i r a) 
that the anewers to the foregoi ng quest i one are as aeourate ae my recol -
l eot i on and knowl edge make possi  bi s i  Thi s statement l s mede for the pur* 
possa of an evsouat i on l oss survey and l e not s el ai m for oompensation» 

DATE: SIGNEDt 

WITNESS! 



October 18, 1946 

Mr , Mike Masaoka 
Room 216 
J apanese Ameri can Ci t i zens League 
124 South San Pedro 
Los Angel es, Cal i for ni a 

Dear Mi ke Masaoka: 

As you probabl y know, Togo Tanaka made qui te an 
anal ysi s of the J ACL f i l es for us wi th the permi ssi on of 
Mr , Ki do and Lar ry Taj i r i . Mr . Ki do al so ki ndl y l oaned us 
the or i gi nal  schedul es of the survey made by the J ACL J ust 
before evacuat i on and these we have found very usef ul . 

There i s one other source of data whi ch I suspect 
exi st s ei t her i n cent r al  or l ocal  J ACL f i l es , whi ch, i f I 
am r i ght , woul d f i l l  i n an Important gap i n our resett l ement 
study. The f i r st chapter of our second volume wi l l  deal  
wi t h the prewar occupat i onal  and soci al  status of Ni sei on 
the West Coast . I am anxi ous to get al l  possi bl e records 
showing what professi ons and occupat i ons the Ni sei were 
engaged i n i n r el at i on to the t r ai ni ng they had had, and, 
conver sel y, some cl earout Idea of the extent to whi ch they 
were bl ocked in attempti ng to enter occupat i ons for whi ch 
they were prepared. X note that the nat i onal  J ACL had set 
up two commi ttees, one for vocat i onal  gui dance and the other 
for r esear ch. You state i n a manuscr i pt that the purpose of 
the former was ttto ai d and advi se young J apanese Ameri cans 
as to f i el ds of opportuni ty open to them and t hei r chances 
for success In them, to compi l e st at i st i cs and to study the 
busi nesses and professi ons to determi ne the possi bi l i t i es for 
J apanese Ameri cans in each, et c ," and that the purpose of the 
l at t er was nt o compi l e st at i st i cs and data on al l  J apanese 
American enter pr i ses and to demonstrate t r ends, et c ." Are 
the records obtai ned by these committees avai l abl e and, i f 
so, coul d we borrow them? Do you know of any l ocal  surveys 
that were made i n the l ate 1930f s or j ust before the war 
whi ch woul d yi el d si mi l ar data? 

Your cooperat i on wi l l  be deepl y appr eci at ed. 

Wi th cor di al  r egar ds, 

Si ncer el y your s, 

Dorothy Swai ne Thomas 



3/ 4 / 46 

MR. EDWARD J . ENNI S, CHI EF 
AL I EN ENEMY CONTROL UNI T 
DEPARTMENT OF J USTI CE 
WASHI NGTON, D. C . 

URGENTLY NEED OF F I CI AL DOCUMENTATI ON OF STATE DEPARTMENT 

I NSTRUCTI ONS I SSUED DECEMBER 7, 1941, PROHI BI T I NG J APANESE 

I NDI VI DUAL S FROM TRAVEL I NG BY TRAI N, PLANE, BUS OR VESSEL , 

ALSO MODI F I CATI ON OF I NSTRUCTI ONS TO APPLY ONLY TO AL I ENS. 

PLEASE SEND AI RMAI L . 

DOROTHY SWAI NE THOMAS 
UNI VERSI TY OF CAL I FORNI A 
BERKELEY, CAL I F . 



ADDRESS OFFICIAL. COMMUNICAT IONS TO 

THE SECRETARY  OF STATE 
WASHINGTON, D. C . 

DEPARTMENT OF STATE 
WASHINGTON 

I n r epl y r efer to 
SPD 711.94115/3- 646 

Mar ch 15, 1946 

My dear Mi ss Thomas: 

The r ecei pt I s acknowl edged by reference from 
the Department of J ust i ce of your tel egram dated 
March 4, 1946 request i ng a copy of i nst r uct i ons 
whi ch you state were i ssued by the Department of 
State pr ohi bi t i ng J apanese i ndi vi dual s from travel -
i ng by t r ai n, pl ane, bus or vessel , and a copy of 
the modi f i cat i on of such i nst r uct i ons appl yi ng onl y 
to al i ens. 

The Department of State has i ssued no i nst ruct 
i ons i n t hi s connect i on. 

Si ncer el y yours, 

For the Secretary of St at e: 

Ä d i A I l g A S Ö i ö ü & I l U U L U .CX 

Speci al  Pr oj ect s Di vi si on 

Mi ss Dorothy Swai ne Thomas, 

Uni ver si t y of Cal i f or ni a, 

Berkel ey, Cal i f or ni a 

r 8 



J anuary 21, 1947 

Mr* S.L .A, Marshal l  
North American Newspaper Al l i ance 
247 West 43rd Street 
New York Ci t y, New York 

Dear Mr. Marshal l s 

Your ar t i cl e�The Ni sei Got an Al l - American Chance-
publ i shed in the San Franci sco Chroni cl e of J anuary 20, i s 
of consi derabl e Interest to the Evacuat i on and Resett l ement 
Study. Of especi al  i nterest Is the thi rd paragraph and 
the statement of De Weerd, the mi l i t ar y hi st or i an, that i n 
the f i r st days of war , Marshal l  badl y J udged the J apanese 
and the r eal  danger to our Paci f i c Coast , As we are most 
anxi ous to ci te De Weerd di r ect l y, i t woul d be much appre-
ci ated i f you coul d gi ve us the source of the statement. 

Thanki ng you for your cooperat i on, 

Si ncerel y yours, 

Mary Wi l son, Secretary 
Evacuat i on and Resett l ement Study 



March 3, 1948 

Mr . J ames Lawrence Fl y 
C/o American Ci vi l  Li ber t i es Union 
170 Fi f th Avenue 
New York 10, New York 

Dear Mr . Fl y: 

In connection wi th a monograph that we are 
preparing on the J apanese evacuat i on, I wonder whether 
i t woul d be possi bl e for us to obtain from you copies 
of two documents referred to In the WRA report on 
Wartlme Exi l e, namely? 

Conf i dent i al  Memorandum from the Chairman of the 
Feder al  Communi cat i ons Commission, J ames Lawrence 
Fl y, to the Attorney General » Subj ect : L t * Gen. 
J ohn DeWi t t 's Fi nal  Report on J apanese Evacuation 
from West Coast . Dated Apr i l  1, 1944. Contains 
quot e from the report of the Chi ef of the Com-
mi ss i on1s Radio Intel l i gence Di vi si on on a con-
ference wi th General  DeWi t t  and hi s st af f , on 
J anuary 9, 1942. 

Letter to the Honorabl e Franci s Bi ddl e, Attorney. 
Gener al , from J ames Lawrence Fl y, Chai rman, 
Federal  Communications Commission. Apr i l  4, 1944. 

You wi l l  understand that we prefer to quote from the or i gi nal s 
rather than using secondary source«. I hope you wi l l  f i nd i t 
possi bl e to cooperate wi th us In thi s matter . 

Very si ncerel y yours, 

Dorothy Swal ne Thomaa 
Di rector 



J A M E S L A W R E N C E F L Y  

A T T O R N E T 

3 O R O C K E F E L L E R P L A Z A 

N E W Y O R K ZO, N E W Y O R K  

March 10, 194- 8 

Dear  Mi ss Thomas 

Thi s i s i n response to your  l et t er  of  March 3r d. I  
do not  have copi es of  t he l et t er s you want . Doubt l ess 
t hey are i n the f i l es of  the Commissi on. I n any event , 
i t  woul d seen to me t hat  i t  i s a mat ter  of  di scr et i on 
f or  t he Commission and the At t orney General  to determi ne 
whether  or  not  t he documents may be r el eased. I  am ver y 
sor r y t hat  I  cannot  be of  r eal  assi st ance to you. 

Mi ss Dorothy Swai ne Thomas 
Di r ect or  
Uni ver si t y of  Cal i f or ni a 
Evacuat i on and Reset t l ement  Study 
207 Gi anni ni  Hal l  
Ber kel ey A, Cal i f or ni a 

Si ncer el y your s 



August 26, 1948 

Mr* R*L* J ohnson 
Pr esi dent s Off i ce 
Admi ni strati on Bui l di ng 
Campus 

Dear Mr» J ohnsons 

I was gr at i f i ed to l earn that arrangements have been 
made for the custodi anshi p of mater i al s ool l eoted by the 
Evacuation and Resettl ement Study* The mater i al s have been 
cl assi f i ed as "rest r i cted" and "unr est r i ct ed," and I have di s-
cussed detai l s of custodi anshi p wi th Hi ss J ackson of the 
Documents Di vi si on« 

There i s an i ssue pending regardi ng unauthori sed use 
of rest r i cted mater i al s by Morton Grodsl ns, now an Assi stant 
Professor of Pol i t i cal  Sci ence in the Uni versi ty of Chicago* 
To handl e thi s part i cul ar i ssue and some requests to use ether 
mater i al s that may al so be pendi ng, as wel l  as to preserve 
cont i nui ty of author i ty, i t i s urgent that the Committee whi ch 
the Presi dent recommends be formed now and meet before X l eave 
Berkel ey on September 1st« 

The Grodsl ns i ssue devel oped as fol l ows: Grodzins was 
the Research Assi stant responsi bl e for col l ect i ng most of the 
mater i al  on the pol i t i cal  segment of the Study* Hi s col l ect i ons 
i ncl uded conf i dent i al  documents and i ntervi ews obtained in the 
name of the Uni versi ty and of the Evacuation and Resettl ement 
Study* Professor Charl es Al kl n, who i ni t i at ed thi s phase of 
the Study, and I rel uctant l y granted permission to Grodsl ns to 
use these mater i al s for a doctoral  thesi s in the Department of 
Pol l t i oal  Sci ence, wi th the st r i ct understanding that nei ther 
the thesi s nor the mater i al  was to be publ i shed or otherwise 
ci rcul ated* Despi te thi s commitment and the fact that the 
Uni versi ty's copies of the thesi s have been kept in a l ocked 
f i l e in the Study's of f i ee, Grodsl ns offered hi s eopy of the 
manuscript to at l east one oommerloal  publ i sher�Macmi 11an1s, 
who, after consul t i ng mo, decl i ned to consi der i t * Recent l y, 
the J apanese American Cl t l sens League approached the Seni or 
Edi tor of The Amerlean Techni cal  Soci ety (Chi cago) about publ i sh 
lng the Grodsl ns manuscript and suggested that they would be 
wi l l i ng to suppl y a subsi dy* I have conferred wi th the Seni or 
Edi tor and thi s part i cul ar effort to secure a publ i sher i s now 
al so apparentl y dead* My departure from the Uni versi ty may, 
however, serve to react i vate Grodsins* 

To prevent the vi r tual  destruct i on of the important and 
heavi l y subsi di sed pol i t i cal  segment of the Study by the 
publ i cat i on of Grodsl ns' incompetent work, to make impossibl e 
hi s f l agrant abuse of hi ghl y conf i dent i al  mater i al s obtained in 



Mr* R»L* J ohnson�2 August 26, 1948 

the name of the Uni versi ty, to protect members of the Uni versi ty 
of Cal i forni a facul ty who are now preparing a monograph on the 
subj ect�these are the consi derat i ons whi ch Impel  me to ask that 
the Committee be const i tuted Immediatel y* 

Professor J acobus ten&roek, who has agreed to wr i te the 
pol i t i cal  monograph (I n col l aborat i on wi th Professor E#H« 
Barnhart) la thoroughl y informed about the si tuat i on* TenBroek 
recent l y had conferences wi th Al kl n In Washington and Orodsl ns 
In Chi cago. He j oi ns me in thi s request* 

Si ncerel y yours, 

Dorothy Swal ne Thomas 



t̂ttieíi j&tatsa Court of appeals 
¿Nttttfj Ülubittaí (ftimni 

Jlniteb ¿States ̂ nat ©ffíte anfc Courttjouae 

ĵ an ̂ francisco X, California 

Oct ober  26, 1949 

P r o f es s o r  Dor ot hy Swai ne Thomas 
Whar t on School  o f  F i nanc e and Commer ce 
Uni v er s i t y of  Penns y l vani a 
P h i l adel ph i a P a. 

Dear  Mi ss Thomas: 

Thi s wi l l  acknowl edge your  l e t t er  of  
Sept ember  t went y - ni nt h whi c h I  f i nd i n my 
accumul at ed cor r espondence on my r et ur n t o 
Cal i f o r n i a f r om Was hi ngt on. 

The r eason we wer e per mi t t ed t o quot e 
f r om The Spo i l age was bec ause i t  was pr oper l y 
i nt r oduc ed i n ev i denc e i n t he t r i a l  o f  t he case 
i n t he l ower  c our t . I t  i s an admi r abl e gat her i ng 
and summar i zat i on of  ev i denc e. 

I  am adv i s ed t hat  t he At t o r ney Gener al  
does not  i nt end t o seek a r ev i ew of  t he Mur akami  
case i n t he Supr eme Cour t , hence t he o p i n i o n as 
i t  wi l l  s ho r t l y appear  i n t he F eder al  Repor t er  
wi l l  be t he f i n a l  wor d r egar di ng t h i s c l as s of  
r enunc i at i o ns of  c i t i z en s h i p . 

The suppl y of  c opi es of  t he op i n i on 
has been exhaus t ed; t her e may be some s epar at e 
c opi es o f  t he r epor t  as pr i nt ed i n t he F eder al  
Repo r t er . 

CHAMBERS OF 

WI L L I A M DE N M A N 
CHI EF J UDOE 

Si nc er el y y our s , 



I  

October  15, 1952 

Pr ofessor  Thomas El i ot  
Nor thwestern Universi ty-
Col l ege of  Li ber al  Ar t s 
Evanst on, I l l i noi s 

Bear  Tom, 

Thank you ver y much for  your  cor di al  l et t er  of  September  17. 
I n r egard t o the J apanese- Amer i can mat er i al , I  have deposi t ed al l  
of  r ay documents i n t he Uni ver si t y of  Cal i f or ni a Li br ar y at  Berkel ey 
and suggest  t hat  you wr i t e t o Pr ofessor  Char l es Ai ki n of  the 
Pol i t i cal  Sci ence Department  t her e and of f er  him your  mat er i al  
whi ch, I  f eel  sur e, he wi l l  be happy t o accept . 

Si ncer el y your s, 

Dorothy S. Thomas 

DST/hz 



N O R T H W E S T E R N U N I V E R S I T Y 

EVANSTON, ILLINOIS 

THE COLLEGE OF LIBERAL ARTS ö /̂ O fa-
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August 2B, 1948 

Kr« H«L« J ohnson 
Pr esi dent 's Off l oo 
Admi ni strat i on Bui l di ng 
Campus 

Door Mr* J ohnsons 

Z «os gr at i f i ed to l eorn thot arrangements have boon 
«iodo for tho custodi anshi p of mater i al s col l ected by tho 
Evacuat i on and Keeett l ensnt Study« Tho »at er í ai s have boon 
c l assi f i ed as "r est r i ct ed" and "unr est r i ct ed," end I  have di o* 
ouosod det ai l s of custodi anshi p «I t h Mi ss J aokaon of tho 
Documente Di vi si on. 

There l o on I ssue pondi ng regardIng unauthor i sed uso 
of rost r l otod mater i al s by Horton Qrodsl ns, no« on Assi stant 
Profeseor of Pol i t l ool  Sel enee in tho Unl verel ty of Chioogo* 
To handl e t hi s par t i cul ar i ssue and S OM requests to uso other 
meter i el e that nay al so bo pendi ng, ao «ol i  os t o preservo 
ooat i nul ty of outhor l ty, I t l o urgent that the Coami ttee whl oh 
tho Presi dent recommends bo formad no« and meet befor e Z l eave 
Berkel ey on Septes&er 1st« 

Tho OrodsIns i ssuo devel oped as fol l ovst OrodaIns was 
tho Researeh Assl stsnt responsi bl e for ool l ect I ng most of tho 
mater i al  on tho pol i t l oa1 segment of tho Study« Hi s col l ect i ons 
i nol uded conf i dent i al  documents and Intervi ews obtai ned i n tho 
nomo of tho Uni ver si t y and of tho Evacuat i on end Hosett l ement 
Study« Professor Char l eo Al kl n, «ho I ni t i at ed thi s phase of 
the Stufl y, and I r el uctant l y granted permi ssi on to Qrodsl ns t o 
use these meter l eI s for o dootoral  t hesi s i n the Deportment of 
Pol i t l ool  Sol onoo, «I t h the otr l ot undoretendi ng that nei ther 
the theol o nor tho mater i al  «os t o be puto 11shod or otherwi se 
ci r cul at ed, Despi te t hi s commitment and tho faot that the 
Uni ver s i t y 1© copi es of the theol o have been kept In ft l ocked 
f i l e in the Study1 s of f l ee, Qrodsl ns of fered hi e copy of tho 
manuscript to ot l eaot one eammerl eel  publ i sher � acmi l l en's, 
«ho, öfter consul t i ng mo. decl i ned t o consi der I t « Recent l y, 
the J apanese Amaricen Ci t i sene League approoohed tho Seni or 
Edi tor of The /unsrl can Teohnl cal  soci ety (Chi oogo) about publ ish-
i ng the Qrodsl ns manuscr i pt end suggested that they woul d be 
«I l l i ng to suppl y o subsi dy. I have conferred «I t h the Seni or 
Kdi tor end thl o par t i cul ar ef for t t o secure o publ i sher l o no« 
ol eo apparent l y dead* My departure from the Uni versi ty isay, 
however , serve t o react i vate Qrodsl ns. 

To prevent the vi r t ual  dest ruct i on of the important and 
heavi l y subsi di sed pol i t i cal  segment of the Study by the 
publ i est I on of Orodmino1 Incompetent work, t o mal » Impossi bl e 
hi e f l agrant abuse of hi ghl y conf i dent i al  mater i al s obtai ned i n 

E EM| .XW- - ¿mm Wi mm 



Kr« R«L« J ohnson�S August 2G, 1648 

the n u » of the Uni ver si t y, to protest moiubere of the Uni versi ty 
of Cal i forni e facul ty «ho are noe prepari ng s monograph on the 
subj ect�these are the consi derat i ons which l apel  m to ask that 
the Committee be oonst l tuted Immediatel y« 

Professor J aoöbus tenRroek, eho has agreed to wr i te the 
pol i t i cal  monograph (i n col l aborat i on «I t h Professor E«ll« 
Bamhar t ) l a thoroughl y Informed about the si tuat i on« TenBroek 
recent l y had conferences «I t h Al kl n In Washington and OrodeIns 
in Chl eago« He j oi ns ae in thl e request« 

Sl noerel y yours, 

Dorothy Sval ne Thomas 



LOS ANGELES STATE COLLEGE OF APPLIED ARTS AND SCIENCES 

855 North Vermont Avenue � Los Angeles 29, California 

J anuar y 26, 1954 

Dr . Dor ot hy Swai ne Thomas 
4104 L oc us t  St r eet  
P h i l ade l ph i a 4, P enns y l v ani a 

Dear  Dr . Thomas: 

Al t hough I  am awar e o f  t he pr esumpt i ousness on my par t  t o wr i t e 
t o y ou, I  am do i ng so under  t he s ugges t i on of  my doc t o r al  commi t t ee. 
Hav i ng seen your  t wo vol ume st udy o f  t he J apanes e, I  was over whel med 
wi t h t he amount  o f  dat a t hat  had been amassed by you and your  as s i s t an t s . 

My d i s s er t at i o n s ubj ec t  i s p r ec i s e l y , "Sequent  Occupat i ons of  
t he J apanes e i n Los Angel es Co unt y ", and at t empt s t o t r ace oc c upat i onal  
changes o f  t he J apanes e i n t hr ee or  f our  maj or  s t at es , i . e . , ear l y 
h i s t o r y , pr e- war  (W.W. I I ) , r e l o c at i o n , and i n t he pos t - r el oc at i on 
per i o d . My c h i ef  concer n and need i s t o o bt ai n i nf o r mat i on r egar di ng 
t he pr esent  oc c upat i onal  s t at us o f  t he J apanes e i n Los Angel es Count y , > 
whi ch i s not  t oo def i n i t i v e or  adequat el y cover ed i n t he 1950 census 
dat a,now av a i l ab l e . Of  c our s e, hav i ng dwel t  wi t h t he t o t a l  J apanes e 
popul at i on of  t he Uni t ed St at es per haps t he dat a t hat  I  am s p ec i f i c a l l y 
s eek i ng woul d not  nec es s ar i l y be i n your  po s s es s i o n . However , I  
woul d appr ec i at e any i nf o r mat i on you can gi v e me on t h i s mat t er . 

I  t r us t  I  am not  c aus i ng you undue t r o ub l e . 

Si nc er el y y o ur s , 



February 1» 1951* 

Mies Midori  Nishi 
Los Angeles State College 
855 North Vermont Avenue 
Los Angeles 29» Cal ifornia 

Dear Miss Nishi : 

I wi l l  be very much interested, indeed, in your 
thesis on the Japanese In Los Angeles County« 

I have not col lected any new material  on the 
Japanese- Americans since I l eft Cal ifornia In 19U8. I 
agree with you that the Census material  i s not very 
definitive* I checked with the Census Bureau and they 
told me that there Is nothing avai lable, except what they 
have published in the volumes Statistics of the Nonwhite 
Population, by Race. Tou could, of course, have them 
prepare special  tabulations, but I am afraid that would 
be quite expensive. 

With cordial  regards, 
Sincerely yours, 

Dorothy S, Thomas 

D S T A I 



WIRIN, RISSMAN 6»OKRAND 
A. L . W I R I N A T T O R N E Y S A T L A W T E L E P H O N E 
F R E D O K R A N D M I C H I G A N 9 7 0 8 

� . 2 5 7 S O U T H S P R I N G S T R E E T 
R OB E R T R. R I S S M A N 
P A U L M . P O S N E R L OS A N GE L E S 12, C A L I F OR NI A 

May 25, 1956 

Dr . Dorothy S. Thomas 
Uni ver si t y of  Pennsyl vani a 
3440 Wal nut  St r eet  
Phi l adel phi a 4, Pennsyl vani a 

Dear  Dr . Thomas: 

We are pr epar i ng to t r y some cases i nvol vi ng l oss 
of  ci t i zenshi p by some Ni sei  at  Tul e Lake. 

Fi gur i ng i n the t r i al s wi l l  undoubtedl y be the 
si t uat i ons and event s whi ch occur red at  the Gi l a and J erome 
Rel ocat i on Cent er s. 

I  not i ce i n your  book, "The Spoi l age," at  pages 
68 and 71 r espect i vel y, t hat  r epor t s concer ni ng those two 
camps were made to you by Messr s. Rober t  F . Spencer  and George 
Kurotoml . I t  woul d be of  the gr eat est  assi st ance i f  you coul d 
advi se where we mi ght  cont act  the Messr s. Spencer  and Kurotoml . 

Al so, I  wonder  i f  you can advi se as to where ot her  
per sons who were i n Gi l a and J erome, especi al l y at  the t ime of  
the Regi st r at i on Program, can be l ocat ed. I  have i n mind 
par t i cul ar l y non- J apanese per sonnel  who can t est i f y as to the 
condi t i ons there and then ext ant . 

As i s usual  i n such si t uat i ons, t ime i s of  the 
essence. To f aci l i t at e r epl y, I  encl ose an addr essed stamped 
envel ope. 

Si ncer el y your s, 

F0:1 
Enc# 

/ Fred Okrand 

� I 



B O S T O N U N I V E R S I T Y  

C O L L E G E O F L I B E R A L A R T S 

725 C O M M O N WE A L T H A V E N U E 

B OS T ON 15, M A S S A C H U S E T T S 

March 22, 1962 

Pr ofessor Dorothy S. Thomas 
Department of Soci ol ogy 
Uni ver si t y of Pennsyl vani a 
Phi l adel phi a 4, Pennsyl vani a 

Dear Pr ofessor Thomas: 

I doubt very much whether you remember the several  br i ef tal ks 
we had i n New York dur i ng the l at t er par t of Wor l d War I I when 
you were st i l l  worki ng on your study of the West Coast Evacuat i on. 
Perhaps i t was Pr ofessor Macl ver or someone at the S.S.R.C. who 
or i gi nal l y gave me an i nt roduct i on to you. The immediate reason 
for thi s l et t er i s to ask you for your suggest i ons on a proposed 
i ncl usi ve soci al  hi st or y, suppl emented wi th soci ol ogi cal  and 
anthropol ogi cal  anal yses, of the J apanese and J apanese Ameri cans 
i n the Uni ted St at es. Al though the J apanese Ameri can Ci t i zens 
League i s the immediate i ni t i at or of the proposal  and expects to 
r ai se some funds to st ar t i t , i t i s ant i ci pated that a maj or 
uni ver si t y wi l l  sponsor and admi ni ster the study. The uni ver si t y 
wi l l  presumabl y al so approach foundat i ons for grants to cover the 
maj or cost s. Several  I nst i t ut i ons have expressed consi der abl e 
i nt er est i n the pl an and the proposal  has r eal  possi bi l i t i es of 
bei ng act i vat ed. 

For some time I have wanted to di scuss wi t h you about thi s pr oj ect . 
You have had more exper i ence on thi s subj eet i n gener al  than 
al most any other soci al  sc i ent i st . I n addi t i on, a number of 
Cal i f or ni a schol ars menti oned that you have gathered a gr eat deal  
of mater i al  not i ncorporated i n your previ ous books. Fr ankl y, I 
f eel  that your advi ce wi l l  be extremel y hel pf ul , not onl y on the 
academic background that such a study needs to take i nto account , 
but al so regardi ng the possi bl e pi t f al l s to avoi d and some f rui t -
f ul  areas worth expl or i ng. 

As now concei ved, the pr oj ect woul d i nvol ve, as i ndi cated above, 
f i r st , an i ncl usi ve hi st or y. I t woul d cover the century between 
1860 and I 960 as menti oned i n the encl osed "Chr i stmas Letter 1 whi ch 
r efer s to i t i n somewhat more det ai l . Both the uni ver si t y of f i c i al s 
as wel l  as the i nterested soci al  sci ent i st s st rongl y agree on the 
val ue of I ncl udi ng thi s per i od. Dur i ng the i ni t i al  year s, the 
cul t ur al  and soci al  background of the I ssel  took form and i n the 
post- Worl d War I I per i od there was a most r api d i r i t ej t̂ i on of the 
I ssei and Ni sei . As par t of the r esear ch, I hope^K i ntervi ew a 
r epr esent at i ve sampl e of the I ssei  as wel l  as a smal l er percentage 
of the Ni sei and a number of the Ameri can community l eaders who 
had si gni f i cant r el at i onshi ps wi t h the J apanese i n thi s count ry� 

those who were f r i endl y and those who were l eaders of ant i - Or i ental  
movements. The soci ol ogi cal  and anthropol ogi cal  anal yses woul d 
perhaps const i t ut e a separate sect i on of the study and woul d attempt, 
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amon* other probl ems, to exami ne the speci f i c background and 
�al ues of the I ssei  Lnd thei r cont r i but i ons to the Uni ted St at es. 
I t woul d al so necessar i l y consi der the changi ng fami l y st r uctur e 
and i t s Impl i cat i ons for the Ni sei adj ustment and entry i nto the 

l arger soci et y. 

Perhaps i t mi ght si mpl i fy matters i f I were to pl an 
Phi l adel phi a some time i n the near ^ r e , possi bl y <during the 
Eastern Soci ol ogi cal  Soci ety meet i ngs i n Phi l adel phi a,Apr i l  7- 8. 
Woul d ei ther of these days be conveni ent for you? I c o u l da l s o 
make i t some other time i f you can suggest sever al  al t er nat i ve 
dat es� 

Si ncer el y your s, 

T. Scot t Ml yata â 

CA ôouxr  



Boston Uni ver si t y 
725 Commonweal th Avenue 
Boston 15, Massachuset t s 
December  15, l ?6l  

Gr eet i ngsI  

A Mer r y, Mer ry Chr i stmas and A Happy New Year  I  Best  wi shes f or  a j oyf ul  
hol i day seasonl  I  hope you have a wonder ful  New Year , 

As sever al  f r i ends have commented, I  di d not  send out  a "Chr i st mas Let t er " 
l ast  year . For  r easons ment i oned bel ow, i t  was not  possi bl e to wr i t e one i n t i me. 
The past  two year s have been busy and geogr aphi cal l y ci r cumscr i bed, asi de from 
br i ef  busi ness t r i ps to Cal i f or ni a and the Mi ddl e West , and consequent l y the i n-
vi t at i ons from European and Near  East er n uni ver si t i es to l ect ur e l ooked al l  t he 
more al l ur i ng. Never t hel ess, I  di d want  to f i ni sh some l ong over- due wr i t i ng and 
par t i cul ar l y t o hel p wi t h ot her s on a hoped- for  r esear ch i nt o a si gni f i cant  aspect  
of  Amer i can hi st or y, one the J apanese and the Ni sei  cont r i but ed to the Uni t ed 
St at es, i 860-  I 960. Thi s proposed study has taken much t ime of  al l  concerned al -
though so f ar  i t  i s onl y a pr oposal , and not  a "goi ng pr oj ect ," 

Vie have no f oundat i on gr ant s as yet  and do not  have act i ve cont act s wi t h 
f oundat i ons, mai nl y because t he new admi ni st r at i on i n Washi ngt on has been appoi nt -
i ng to i t s st af f  or  to non- par t i san pr oj ect s, one af t er  anot her , every acquai nt -
ance on t he foundat i ons t he committee members had. The si t uat i on woul d have been 
qui t e amusing had i t  not  so gr eat l y del ayed our  st udy. Sever al  l eadi ng uni ver -
si t i es woul d l i ke t o sponsor  the program� i f  we can get  t he funds I  

The committee members have had some f r ui t f ul  di scussi on on the possi bl e na-
ture of  t he study wi t h schol ar s, community l eader s, and hi gh government  of f i c i al s 
as wel l  as wi t h r epr esent at i ve r esi dent  J apanese and Ni sei . They ar e agr eed t hat  
the pr oj ect  has gr eat  pot ent i al  val ue, both t heor et i cal l y (f or  Amer i can hi st or y 
and the soci al  sci ences) and for  publ i c pol i cy (government  of f i c i al s and schol ar s 
al i ke denounce ' the war- time evacuat i on of  t he J apanese Amer i cans as the "gr eat est " 
domest i c"bl under " the government  made dur i ng t he war , and then r ef er  hopeful l y to 
the subsequent  devel opments: The J apanese and t he Ni sei  ar e al most  the onl y non-
Europeans whom the Amer i can soci et y has thus f ar  vi r t ual l y i nt egr at ed i nt o the 
communi t y). Both pr act i cal  admi ni st r at or s and schol ar s are i nt er est ed i n f i ndi ng 
out  the r easons f or  t hi s i nt er est i ng achi evement  of  Amer i can democracy. Thi s ad-
vance, t hey bel i eve, may provi de some answers to Asi an and Af r i can cr i t i ci sms of  
Amer i can di scr i mi nat i on and some dues f or  bet t er  under st andi ng ot her  i nter -
et hni c r el at i ons. 

Any suggest i ons you msy have on the sour ces of  f unds, t opi cs t o be i ncl uded, 
r esear ch t echni ques, and ways to t r eat  t he subj ect  wi l l  be wel come. I  cer t ai nl y 
woul d enj oy per sonal  news of  your  "doi ngs." These busy per i ods make me doubl y 
appr eci at i ve of  hear i ng from you. 

Wi t h best  per sonal  r egar ds and wi shes for  the hol i day season, 

Cor di al l y your s, 

T . Scot t  Mi yakawa 
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You may have wondered about  t he scope of  the proposal  ment i oned above. 
Obvi ousl y, much wi l l  depend on the avai l abl e funds (we shoul d l i ke to have sever al  
hundred t housand). The suggested t i me- span, 1860- I 960,i s not  pr i mar i l y based on 
sent i ment  (though i t  may sat i sf y the sent i ment al i st s), even i f  the f i r st  t r eat y 
between the Uni t ed St at es and J apan was si gned i n I 860 and both count r i es hel d 
cent enni al  cel ebr at i ons i n I 960. Whi l e the maj or  J apanese mi gr at i on t o t he Uni t ed 
St at es, never  l ar ge, di d not  begi n unt i l  al most  the end of  the cent ur y, i t  was the 
ear l i er  per i od whi ch shaped the I ssdi  customs and cul t ur al  her i t age. Asi de from 
such not abl e except i ons as the I chi hashi  st udi es, t he exi st i ng publ i cat i ons are 
gener al l y ei t her  monographi c (on speci al  pr obl ems) or  more of t en woef ul l y i nadequat e 
i f  not  posi t i vel y mi sl eadi ng (some expr ess the r aci sm whi ch swept  the Uni t ed St at es 
i n the 1920's when the Kl an domi nated even many Nor thern st at es; ot her s at tempt  
to be schol ar l y, but  t hei r  provi nci al - mi nded aut hor s di d not  have the cul t ur al  or  
ant hr opol ogi cal  background to anal yze non- American soci et i es). Wi thout  under-
st andi ng the I ssei  her i t age and the Amer i can soci al  t r ends, the I ssei  adj ustment  
and remarkabl e cont r i but i ons t o Amer i can l i f e i n the f ace of  st rong pr ej udi ce are 
i nexpl i cabl e. Conver sel y, the post - Wor l d War  I I  year s saw the most  r api d accept -
ance of  the J sp anese and the Ni sei  i nt o t he l ar ger  communi ty, i n pl aces f ul l  i nt e-
gr at i on. Thus, you can see the val ue of  the 1860- 1960 t ime i nt er val  i n gi vi ng the 
pr oj ect  a necessar y per spect i ve. 

The r esear ch presumabl y wi l l  concent rate on the Mai nl and Uni t ed St at es, si nce 
unt i l  r ecent l y the Hawai i an exper i ence di f f er ed enough f rom that  of  Qp t̂ i nent al  
Amer i ca to const i t ut e al most  a separate st or y. A comparat i ve study woul d be valur***J . 
abl e, but  the added cost s woul d be enormous, and as yet  we do not  even have gr ant s 
f or  t he main pr oj ect  I  Unsat i sf act or y as t hey ar e, sever al  books are avai l abl e on 
the Hawai i an si t uat i on. A number  of  the I ssei  pi oneer ed i n Al aska and t hei r  con-
t r i but i ons ar e a par t  of  i t s hi st or y. Never t hel ess, what  we l ack i s an obj ect i ve, 
comprehensi ve account  of  the Mai nl and devel opment s. 

Through year s of  pat i ent  back- breaki ng l abor  and wi l l i ngness t o exper i ment , 
the ear l y I ssei  conver ted l ar ge t r act s of  Western wast e l ands, r egar ded at  t hat  
t ime as unf i t  f or  cul t i vat i on, i nt o hi ghl y product i ve farms and or char ds. Thei r  
achi evement  opened the eyes of  Amer i cans and made possi bl e much of  the vast , 
present - day agr i cul t ur al  ent er pr i ses i n the West , pr of i t abl e mai nl y to non- J apa-
nese si nce the subsequent  ant i - Or i ent al  l aws pr ohi bi t ed Or i ent al s from owni ng l and 
and drove the I ssei  from the ver y l and on whi ch they had pi oneer ed. The I ssei  
i nt r oduced new cr ops, pl ant s, f l ower s, and methods of  cul t i vat i on (f or  exampl e, 

cer t ai n produce crops i n the one- t ime deser t s cf  Cal i f or ni a, t he modern phase of  
r i ce r ai si ng i n Loui si ana, Texa  ̂ and nor t her n Cal i f or ni a, and commercial  camel l i as 
i n Fl or i da) and speci al i zed f i shi ng. Thei r  cont r i but i ons to ornamental  f l or i -
cul t ur e are wel l  known. Many I ssei  wo i ked i n the mi nes and on the r ai l r oads and 
const r uct i on j obs al l  over  the West . Some were ski l l ed cr af t semn. A number   ̂
di st i ngui shed themsel ves i n the ar t s, sci ences, and schol ar shi p. For  r easons st i l l  
to be st udi ed, al though f or  many year s many vwere î b!F&e& bywciLBcrl mdi iat icn to l i ve 
i n "undesi r abl e" nei ghbor hoods, t r adi t i onal l y- hi gh del i nquency ar eas, t hei r  
chi l dr en had al most  no del i nquency cases (unt i l  r ecent  year s when wi t h the i nt e-
gr at i on i nt o the l ar ger  communi ty the number  has gone up al though the Ni sei  r at e i s 
s t i l l  much l ower  than the aver age). I nformed commentators have wondered how much 
more t hey coul d have cont r i but ed to Amer i ca i f  di scr i mi nat or y l aws had not  pro-
hi bi t ed Or i ent al s f r om owning r eal  proper t y and from ent er i ng cer t ai n occupat i ons. 
Thus, t hey coul d not  become l i censed pr of essi onal  ar chi t ect s�onl y associ at es. 
Recent  year s have shown how f r ui t f ul  J apanese ar chi t ect ur al  her i t age i s f or  
Amer i can�i ndeed f or  Occi dent al � ar chi t ect ur e. I f  t al ent ed I ssei  had been abl e 
to est abl i sh themsel ves as i ndependent  ar chi t ect s ear l y i n the cent ur y, Amer i can 
ar chi t ect ur e might  have gai ned even mor e. Unt i l  as l at e as 1952, the I ssei  coul d 
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not  even become nat ur al i zed c i t i zens. The Uni t ed St at es, Nazi  Germany, and South 
Af r i ca, as I  have ment i oned bef or e, were the onl y t hr ee maj or  nat i ons wi t h r aci st  
r est r i ct i ons t o nat ur al i zat i on. I n 1952 our  count r y el i mi nat ed the r aci st  qual i -
f i cat i ons, Nazi  Germany i s no mor e. South Af r i ca r emai ns. 

The above comments par t l y r epeat  my pr evi ous obser vat i ons, but  i n case you 
mi ssed the news i t em, I  shoul d l i ke t o r ef er  t o a Department  of  Army publ i cat i on o£ 
i 960 r el easi ng some hi t her t o conf i dent i al  Army r ecor ds on the 19U2 evacuat i on of  
the West  Coast  Ni sei . The story conf i r ms the ear l i er  (t hat  i s , af t er  the war  but  
befor e i 960) formal  statements by hi ghest  government  of f i c i al s , i ncl udi ng the 
apol ogy by the At t or ney Gener al  of  the Uni t ed St at es ment i oned i n my pr evi ous 
"Chr i stmas Let t er ," t hat  pr ej udi ce, and i n rw sense mi l i t ar y needs, determi ned the 
deci si on. I  found i t  hai r - r ai si ng to r ead how l ei sur el y but  r el ent l essl y some 
hi ghest  c i vi l i an of f i c i al s , r eachi ng i nt o FDR's cabi net , casual l y deci ded to im-
pr i son near l y 100,000 l oyal  Amer i can ci t i zens because these of f i c i al s di d not  l i ke 
the ancest r y of  the Ni sei . As even General  De Wi t t  had to admi t , not  one Ni sei  had 
been gui l t y of  t r eason or  sabot age, These men i n hi gh aut hor i t y were emi nent l y 
abl e, honest , and r esponsi bl e but  t hey Confused t hei r  r aci st  pr ej udi ce wi t h nat i onal  
secur i t y. These documents, as some of  you wi l l  obser ve, gr eat l y st r engthened the 
concl usi on r eached ear l i er  by Pr ofessor s t enBr oek, Bar hhar t , and Mat son, i n t hei r  
t hought ful  Uni ver si t y of  Cal i f or ni a st udy on the evacuat i on t hat  hi gh of f i c i al s i n 
Washi ngt on, as much as the l ess "r espect abl e" over t  r aci st s i n the West , i n or der i ng 
the evacuat i on st ruck the Amer i can const i t ut i on t he most  ser i ous bl ow si nce the 
Al i en and Sedi t i on Act s i n the l at e ei ght eent h cent ur y. I n t he name of  nat i onal  
secur i t y, t hese of f i c i al s�so the aut hor s contend�weakened the const i t ut i on and 
endangered al l  Amer i cans, not  onl y the immediate vi ct i ms. 

As you al l  know, t h a n k s t h e sacr i f i cal  devot i on of  many c i t i zens, ci vi c 
l eader s, churchmen, and t hought ful  government  of f i c i al s who became concerned about  
the i ssue, i n t ime t he evacuees were abl e to r eset t l e i n new communi t i es. The news-
paper s were gener al l y f r i endl y, i n some pl aces were act i vel y i nt er est ed, once the 
edi t or s understood the si t uat i on. For  the l i r st  t i me, a wi de sect i on of  the Amer i can 
publ i c l ear ned about  t he I ssei  and Ni sei . The peopl e came t o know them as per sons 
and were out raged by what  had happened. Thi s- i nereasi ng publ i c awareness i s an 
important  r eason f or  the r api d change i n Amer i can at t i t udes toward t he I ssei  and 
Ni sei , al ong wi t h the press r epor t s on the Ni sei  bat t l ef r ont  her oi sm. I t  shoul d 
al so be noted that  f or  several  year s, at  l east  one gDvernment  agency, at  t imes 
sever al , had the r esponsi bi l i t y t o pr esent  the f ac t s to the publ i c whenever  necessary 
agai n i ndi cat i ng t hat  i f  i t  has the wi l l  and i nt el l i gence, t he government  can do a 
great  deal  to improve t he publ i c under standi ng of  et hni c mi nor i t i es,and conver sel y, 
the bi as of  hi gh of f i c i al s can cr eat e host i l i t y. 

These comments remind us of  t he probl ems we al l  f ace, I  t hi nk, i n t r yi ng to 
keep r easonabl y wel l  i nformed about  publ i c af f ai r s . The di f f i cul t i es that  al l  Pres-
i dent i al  admi ni st r at i ons have had i n r ecent  year s i n communicat ing wi t h the publ i c 
ar i se par t l y from publ i c l ack of  adequate i nf or mat i on. Some peopl e t hi nk t hey are 
i nformed because they r egul ar l y r ead the newspaper s. I n the ol d days i n New Yor k, 
as some of  you may r ecal l , each day a par t  of  my j ob was to go through t en to a 
dozen papers from al l  over  the count r y to compare the way t hey deal t  wi t h par t i cu-
l ar  event s. I  l ear ned how wi del y t hei r  t reatment  of  the same news var i ed. By and 
l ar ge, wi t h a few except i ons, even the met r opol i t an dai l i es of t en i gnor ed the im-
por t ant  l ong- term i nt er nat i onal  and domest i c t r ends i n favor  of  the immediate head-
l i nes . 

The i ssue her e, I  shoul d l i ke t o emphasi ze, i s not  whether  a person i s l i ber al  
or  conser vat i ve, a Republ i can or  a Democrat  (t hat  i s another  quest i on), but  the ade-
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quacy of  i nfor mat i on whi ch he has t o i nt er pr et  l i ber al l y or  conser vat i vel y. Other -
�wi s e, how can one expl ai n the i r r esponsi bi l i t y of  so many competent  pr ofessi onal  

and busi ness l eader s r egar di ng t he more compl i cated f or ei gn and domest i c i ssues» 
Back i n 19U8 or  19h9, f or  i nst ance, I  r ecal l  vi vi dl y a top cor por at i on execut i ve 
who was expl odi ng about  the prol onged war  i n French I ndo- Chi na. Hi s sol ut i on was 
si mpl e«� bang, bang, bang, a "f ew whi f f s of  gunpowder»" Uni nformed as I  was, I  
at  l east  knew that  t he French had al r eady committed a maj or  f or ce t her e. I t  seemed 
obvi ous that  France ei t her  had to empl oy pol i t i cal  as wel l  as mi l i t ar y t act i cs or  
conduct  a f i r st  r at e war . The execut i ve i mpl i ed t hat  such opi ni ons were subver t -
i ng the moral  or der  and agai n i nsi st ed t hat  a "f ew whi f f s of  gunpowder" woul d 
set t l e ever yt hi ng« You wi l l  rfoto t hat  wi t hi n a few year s, the cream of  the French 
army met  a compl ete debacl e at  L t en Bi en Fhu (?)« As a consequence, France l ost  
not  onl y al l  Indo- Chi na (i n cont r ast , Great  Br i t ai n t oday has gr eat er  economic and 
soci al  t i es wi t h I ndi a t han ever  bef or e), but  l ef t  us wi t h that  f r i ght f ul  mess 
whi ch t hr eat ens t o i nvol ve al l  t he f r ee wor l d i n... a nucl ear  war . Onl y a "f ew 
whi f f s of  gunpowder" ? He i s supposed to be a maj or  i ndust r i al i st  i  

A number  of  you have asked about  those student  r i ot s i n J apan l ast  year * Here 
agai n, t he very sel ect i on of  t he news i n most  Amer i can dai l i es of t en mi sl ed the 
publ i c and possi bl y even Washi ngton« Those r i ot s were pr oduct s of  l ong- term i nt er -
nal  devel opments al most  i mpossi bl e to expl ai n i n a page* At  the r i sk of  f ur t her  
conf usi on, l et  me t r y to summar i ze�qui te ar bi t r ar i l y�t he consensus of  wel l  i n-
formed per sons. F i r st , t hese st udent s were a mi nor i t y among the st udent s i n gener al  
and were act i ng, i t  seemed to me, i n an i r r esponsi bl e manner  and dest r uct i ve to the 
f r agi l e democrat i c pr ocess i n J apan, I r oni cal l y, many were under  an i l l usi on t hat  
they were f i ght i ng f or  democracy (an i l l usi on not  unknown i n r ecent  Uni t ed St at es 
wi t h the r i se of  dangerous ext r emi st s who cl ai m to be pat r i ot i c)» I n t he opi ni on of  
t hese st udent s, the Ki shi  government  had act ed aut ocr at i cal l y i n endi ng the par l i a-
mentary di scussi on on the proposed Uni t ed States- J apan t r eat y. Act ual l y, the 
Par l i ament  had devoted a gr eat  deal  of  t i me t o t he t r eat y, but  the st udent s were 
appar ent l y asser t i ng t hat  even i f  the maj or i t y had t he maj or i t y, i t  shoul d have re-
f r ai ned from ramrodding through the l egi sl at i on agai nst  st rong mi nor i t y feel i ngs- , 
Thi s i s a hi ghl y doubt ful  not i on, but  perhaps not  ent i r el y sensel ess i n the J apanese 
t r adi t i on� consensus i s more than a maj or i t y. Unfor t unat el y, the st udent s were 
al so promot i ng the dest r uct i ve "t yr anny of  mi nor i t y" by r esor t i ng t o undemocrat i c 
ext ra- par l i amentary t act i cs. 

The Amer i can pr ess expl anat i ons on the whol e wer e unsat i sf act or y. For  t he most  
par t , t hey bl amed the Communists f or  t hese demonst r at i ons. The Communists were i n-
deed act i ve, but  t hey wer e not  that  power f ul . As sever al  Amer i can j our nal i st s re-
por t ed, many st udent s were pai d to demonst rate and r egar ded t hei r  act i vi t i es as a 
j ob at  a t ime when st udent s found i t  har d to f i nd a j ob. More i mpor t ant , our  news-
paper s (except  f or  a few not abl e j our nal s ) f ai l ed to cl ar i f y t he i ssues t he stu-
dent s were agi t at i ng agai nst  t hei r  government , especi al l y Mr* Ki shi , and NOT agai nst  
the Uni t ed St at es« That  the t r eat y was wi t h t he Uni t ed St at es was at  f i r s t  onl y 
i nci dent al » You shoul d al so keep i n mind t hat  Ki shi  was never  per sonal l y popul ar » 

A number  of  the Amer i can st udent s i n Tokyo at  t hat  t ime went  r egul ar l y t o the 
demonst rat i ons to t al k wi t h the J apanese st udent s (as di d the bet t er  r epor t er s) and 
at  no t ime were the J apanese students host i l e to them» When one Amer i can student  
t ol d hi s J apanese student  f r i ends that  an Amer i can pr ofessor  under  idiom many were 
studyi ng was i l l , t he J apanese st udent s became concerned and ©on cal l ed at  the 
Amer i can pr of essor 1s home to i nqui r e about  hi s heal t h. About  t hi s t i me, Washi ngton 
began to bl under  badl y and began to appear  as i f  i t  were br i ngi ng pr essur e to bear  
on the Ki shi  cabi net  to compl ete r at i f yi ng the t r eat y. We shoul d have j ust  sat  
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t i ght . As f ar  as the Uni t ed St at es was concerned, i t  mattered l i t t l e whether  the 
"J apanese par l i amnent  di d or  di d not  r at i f y the new t r eat y« The ol d t r eat y whi ch was 
more favorabl e to us woul d have cont i nued unt i l  the J apanese put  the new one i nt o 
ef f ect . Had Washi ngton appreci ated t he si t uat i on, Ei senhower  probabl y woul d have 
r ecei ved a warm wel come and hi s vi si t  regarded as the cl i max of  the cent enni al  
cel ebr at i on of  the f i r st  t r eat y i n i 860. Thi s was the major  purpose of  t he t r i p 
anyhow and I ke woul d have won many f r i ends. How sad i t  was to have confused hi s 
vi si t  wi th the r at i f i cat i on of  the new t r eat y. Perhaps Ki shi  wanted to capi t al i ze 
on I ke's popul ar i t y to speed the pr ocess. Even i f  t hi s were so, we shoul d have 
kept  out  of  the i nt er nal  J apanese cont r over si es» 

While the news dispatches were not wrong, unless the reader al ready knew the 
si tuation, he could have easi l y concluded that the students were directl y opposing 
the United States. Furthermore, very few dai l i es mentioned that the publ ic opinion 
pol l s in Japan clearl y showed that we were sti l l  the most popular and most trusted 

* nation and Russia the l east l i ked and most mistrusted. While no one can hold brief 
for the general ly irresponsible tactics of the students (who, as mentioned before, 
were only a minority among the Japanese students i n the fi rst pl ace), we might have 
displayed more wisdom and confidence befi tting the worl d's greatest power«, 

The r ecent  fur or  over  the Peace Corp i s another  i nstance of  t hi s probl em of  
adequate i nformat i on* I n defence of  the young l ady, I  f i nd her  message on the whol e 
very favorabl e to the Ni ger i ans® But  I  As sever al  anthropol ogi st  f r i ends i n Ni -
ger i a and here t el l  mes si nce the Ni ger i ans have j ust  r ecent l y become i ndependent , 
they are nat ur al l y ul t r a sensi t i ve (as we were too unt i l  through 1830's)« They 
r eadi l y concede the "bad" condi t i ons and are the f i r st  to r ef er  t o the enormous 
magni tude of  the physi cal  and t echnol ogi cal  devel opments t hei r  count ry needs. Her  
obser vat i ons about  r ecesses i n the st r eet s servi ng as t oi l et s di d not  of fend them0 

What  di sturbed some, however , was her  remarks about  usi ng the st r eet  for  a bathroom 
(she obvi ousl y meant , as a "j ohn"). Some took t hi s comment  as l i t er al l y meaning 
t hat  she had i mpl i ed that  t hei r  mothers openl y undress and bathe i n the st r eet . 
Need I  expl ai n the over tones ? Fur thermore, i t  must  be st r essed that  the word 
"pr i mi t i ve" which she used has the same emot i onal  connotat i on to the Ni ger i ans as 
cal l i ng a Texan or  an Amer i can a "communi st ," 

Unfortunately, the Peace Corp had not had practical  anthropological  briefing 
and up to the time of the incident had not had any contacts with the Nigerian stu-
dents who could have given them tips about the local  mores« The news dispatches 
never explained the emotional  and cul tural  overtones of her essential l y innocent 
remarks« To judge from Fresident Kennedy1 s comments, he also i s uninformed about 
a more important related factor: the incident would have become more serious 
had i t not been for the nearly unanimous support to the Peace Corp and the American 
intentions given by Nigerians who had studied in the United States» These Nigerians 
returned from America ral l i ed to our side and explained the i ssue, and this response 
was far more signi ficant than the temporary hubub over a misunderstood message« Yet* 
as far as I know, very few�i f any�newspapers mentioned i t , and even the President 
does not know about i t�so i t seems« Here again, we have a case of inadequate i n* 
formation and interpretation« What can we do ? How can we meet the problem ? In 
these two instances, merely by coincidence, I knew personal ly l evel  headed, cul-
tural l y sophisticated individual s on the spot (but at the same time with a perspec-
tive)«, Is there a reasonable answer to this question ? 
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popul at i on St udi es Center  
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Phi l adel phi a 4, Pennsyl vani a 

Dear  Mi ss Var on: 

We found your  ar t i cl e "The J apanese- Amer i cansj  Comparat i ve Occupat i onal  
St at us, 1950- 1960" a ver y i nt er est i ng pi ece, as di d our  r ef er ees. However , i n 
the judgment  of  our  r efer ees and of  t he edi t or  of  Demography your  paper  woul d 
have t o be r evi sed befor e i t  coul d be publ i shed i n Demography. Unfor t unat el y, 
we al r eady have on hand al l  of  the papers for  vol ume I I I  and most  of  them have 
al r eady been taken to t he pr ess. Ther efor e, we cannot  ask you t o r evi se i t  for  
us si nce t her e woul d not  be t ime for  you t o r evi se i t  and for  us t o have i t  copy 
edi t ed i n t ime for  i ncl usi on i n vol ume I I I . Mr . Keyf i t z i s r et i r i ng as edi t or  
af t er  t hi s i ssue and Pr ofessor  Donal d Bogue wi l l  t ake over  as edi t or . You may 
wel l  want  t o send your  paper  t o Mr . Bogue for  consi der at i on for  the next  i ssue, 
but  I  must  warn you that  because of  t he change of  edi t or s your  paper  wi l l  be 
regarded as a new submi ssi on and not  as a r evi si on at  the request  of  t he edi t or . 
Mr . Keyf i t z and I  wi sh you wel l  i n your  attempt  t o get  your  paper  publ i shed� 
ei t her  i n a subsequent  i ssue of  Demography or  el sewher e. 

I  am r et ur ni ng the two copi es of  your  paper  t o you al ong wi t h the comments 
of  the two r efer ees f or  your  i nt er est . 

Si ncer el y your s, 

Pat r i ci a Hodge 
Associ at e Edi t or , Demography 

PH/ab 
Encl osur es 

cc: Dorothy Swaine Thomas  ̂
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Please submit on this form, in duplicate, and without signin g your name, 
any commenta, criticisms, and suggestions you may care to make to help the 
author improve his paper. (An unedited copy of your comme nts, if you make 
any, will be sent to him.) 

An i nt er est i ng paper that mi ght be i mproved I n a few ways. 

1) The t i t l e i s not r eal l y descr i pt i ve of the paper . I T Z y  ̂
suggest you expand i t to r ead: "The J apanese- Amer i cans:  ̂
Comparat i ve Popul at i on and Soci oeconomi c St at us, 1950- 1960.-  j -  ̂ _ 

2) You shoul d f i r st footnote the Thomas ar t i c l e on page 1, 

where i t i s f i r st c i t ed. 

I t i s not c l ear from the di scussi on on page 2 that the 
occupat i onal  l evel s of the "sal vage" were hi gher than those 
of the r et ur nees. Your compar i sons are of the J apanese-
Amer i cans i n each area wi t h the whi t es i n those ar eas. I 
i S p̂ect that the l evel s of the J apanese- Amer i cans out si de the 
S ^t were hi gher i n the status scal e than those who r et ur ned. 

i n The Daoer  woul d be more r eadabl e as an ar t i c l e i f  you 
i n c l u d e d somewhatmore non- st at i st i cal  anal ysi s and i nter pr et -

at a few poi nt s. For exampl e, " woul dn't  ̂ / W T 
ma- priaees of I ssei  women and whi t e men l p. HJ  were 

nvi domi nant l r mar r i agea of war br i des (J apanese) to Amer i can 
M ' s ^H e r v e d l n ^p a n . I t hel ps to br eak up descr i pt i ve 
S a l v e s . You may see a few other pl aces, par t i cul ar l y i n > 
the sect i ons i ncl udi ng much st at i st i cal  anal ysi s, where such 
i nser t i ons can be made. 

5) On page 6 you shoul d poi nt out the non- comparabi l i ty of 
and met r opol i t an and i ndi cat e i n a footnote what ef f edt 

g ^ m ^ t CTon yoSr compar i sons. I n terms of tfest- non West 
coi oar i sons, metro kr eas i n the West may have smal l er percen-
t ages ûr ban than i n ot her r egi ons. (Needs to be checked.) 

6) Tabl e I I I shoul d i ncl ude a footnote expl ai ni ng the nat ur e 

f ) i a X p i g e ? c an ô ĉ ompar e J a n̂ese wi t h other nat i onal i t y 
7 )  giSups in PS!l., baaed on pievious'Ve search? 
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p Jlpattem of overwhelming concentration broken". I would question this since 
the author reports that still 80 percent of the Japanese l ived in the Western 
region in 1950. Incidentally, is there some reason why 1960 data could not 

J U T / be provided? 

N*  ba sic statistical comparison involves the white populatio ns of four 
*  tu  leading metropolitan areas and the urban Japanese in the respective regions. 

V h  1 a s s u t n e  that this was done because data were not available for t he Japanese 
\V  i n  specific metropolitan areas. Further, I assume that mo st of the urban 

^Ov-i Japanese in each region reside in the four metropoli tan areas. If this is 
correct, certainly the author should have some statemen t as to the reasoning 

• A behind the comparisons. Otherwise it looks rather odd seeing urban west 
coast Japanese compared with the whites of Los Angeles an d San Francisco. 
The author should also provide information about the pr oportion of urban 

.rffi 1  Japanese in the region who reside in these leading metr opolitan areas. For 
/WAi/f̂  example, is there any sizable urban Japanese popu lation in Seattle? If so, 

(1 doesn't this affect the comparisons? 

(kl 

.O 
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Dr  Warren M Tsunei i hi  
5703 Hal den Lane 
Bet heada, Maryl and 

March 8, 1973 

Dear  Wang: 

I  was sor ry not  to see you when your  wi f e had that  f i ne par t y. 

I  understand that  you woul d l i ke to di spose of  some of  the t hi ngs we st i l l  
have l ef t  on the J apanese- Amer i can study. I  l ef t  a l arge col l ect i on at  the 
Uni ver si t y of  Cal i f or ni a i n Ber kel ey, but  Char l i e t el l s me that  U.C.L .A. has 
a bet t er  col l ect i on. 

I  amssending you now mat er i al  t hat  I  I nher i t ed from the Fai r  Pl ay Committee. 
The onl y other  thi ng of  val ue that  I  have l ef t  i s a l arge car ton of  f i el d notes 
on Tul e Lake. I  l ef t  t hi s col l ect i on i n Phi l adel phi a, and i t  shoul d be deposi ted 
somewhere where i t  woul d be of  val ue. 

I  do hope that  you and your  wi f e wi l l  come over  to see me some day. I  l i ve 
at  the Li nden Hi l l s Hot el , Apartment  301. 

Wi t h cor di al  r egar ds*� 

Si ncer el y your s, 

Dorothy S. Thomas 

P.S, I  am al so sendi ng some other  documents t hat  I  have whi ch are i mpor tant . 
Sever al  of  them are among Char l i e's case hi st or i es, and I  assume that  

they they ar e dupl i cat es of  t hi ngs we deposi ted i n the Berkel ey col l ect i on. 

DST/ey 


