
January 7» 1943 

liar staaki linnqri Bob 

? lease forgive the eirbons, X am pressed for time 
and all typists are still working on structural report» 

la at present reading everything, so he will be up to date 
by the timo we arrive« X an writing out comments{ on most 
of  the  sections) and will discuss the main points in the oon~ 
feronee and will leave tho detailed note» with the pereon who 
has written the section* X a» planning fire sessions, 
Tuesday afternoon» «odneeday morning and afternoon» Thurs day mor« 
ning and afternoon, eaeh one to laet not more than two  hour»» if 
possible, so tint ysu  til 11  ndt suffer from "conference fatigue". 
X am ashing each of you to tafce charge of one session» ae 
follows 

Frank» Tuesday afternoon 
Tom» Wednesday morning 
Jim, Wednesday afternoon 
Bob» Thursday morning 

Thursday afternoon «ill be dovctod to summing up and mating 
plans.  will, ooch ef you » in the session for whioh you ore • 
responsible, summarise briefly the seetlons which you have pre«-, 
par̂ d, stating the problem in eaeh oaee* deserlbing your m ethods 
of data eolloetlon and analysis» aad-of-course your sourc es» 
glvlnc your conclusions, pointing out gaps and plans for f illing 
in these gaps* 

Frank, please put your main emphasis on your Social strue-
ture chapter« Jinny» on your co-op report and Broadcast affa ir 
( as types of reports)) Bob, please be prepared to discuss 
principally the statistical aepeete ef all of the problems» X 
ha* put you last» Bob, because X hope th t in the earlier ses-
sions, we shall aceumulato a number of suggestions about 
etatlstieal chocks on certain of the generalisations* 

Xn addition to those sessions, I shall want to give you 
a report on certain things that are-turning up in other -¿lac es 
and set your suggestions for follow-up* 

Sincerely yours, 



January 16,1943 

Dear Frank, 

We are just back, the train being its usual four or five hours 
late. X hope you enjoyed the conference as much as we did» 
Morale certainly seems to be swell, and accomplishment hi gh grade* 

?his is just a brief note, due to the fact that Z was reading 
the AJS and noticed that Blumer has apparently gone to I owa for the 
semester* X assume it means next semester» but of»cour se X may be 
wrong. Anyway, it occurred to me that Chioago without Blume r might 
be less attractive to you. What would you thiak of splitt ing your 
six months into two parts, not necessarily equal» and spending the 
first part in Denver, the last part in Chicago? Xt would have 
certain advantages in observing two «Japanese communiti es» and in 
solidifying our relationship with Tanaga» so that we can r eally count 
on his collaboration when he gets out from under government  work« 
X find that personal contact is enormously important in getting effec-
tive Collaborations letters tend to be forgotten« X would  of-course 
write to him before you went» in case you shou&ft, find t his plan acceptable« 
X wish you would let me know by return mail» or preferably by wire 
whether or not this plan seems to be good» so that X could include a 
referenoe to it in my letter to the Oouncil. 

He my latest W RA trouble» X have decided to stall along and  not 
worry about it* Whatever our lack of refined research te chniques, 
X am certainly learning to develop refined political techn iques'* 

Several more reports from Tamie in the mail» and a lenght hy con-
tinuation of Togo's account« Tamle does not want to go to U tah, 
as she is now in a unique position to get tfcft at the ins ide workings 
in Poston« Bob Spencer» however, wants to make a trip to To as 
as soon as he is sure Gila has settled down» and wants to take Ch arlie 
with him* They may be able to achieve something by Inter view» since 
Charlie knows the group so well » and that may work out all right in 
the long run. tfe have missed the beginnings of Topas, anyway» a nd 
•an use it just for checks on certain x>olnts that have proved 1m  or tan t 
in other communities* So» if you have any id®s( and thi s goes for 
the others» will you please transmit the suggestion) let us know« 

We will go ahead with plans for the Salt Lake City confere nce for 
the last week in March« 

My regards to all« Tours» 



January 19, 1943 

Dear Dr. Thomas: 

I'm glad to know that you thought well of the conference. 
To me, it was the high point of our activities here. 

I had noted the news in the AJS that Blumer was to he at Iow a 
during the coming semester and had already started won dering about 
my plans. Of course, there are others at Chicago who cou ld^give me 
considerable help, especially Burgess, but it is true that Blumer 
happens to be the chief attraction there for me. 

I am quite agreeable to the plan of going to Denver first be-
for going on to Chicago. I should like to renew my acquaint ance 
with Yanaga, and see the Japanese community there as well. Howeve r, 
it would seem well to determine fir*t that there's a r easonable 
chance of Yanaga coming in on the study. I rather feel that  he would 
be interested since the subject would be right down his line. 

I should also like to spend just a little more time than t hree 
months at Chicago, partly to study a littlemore along the line s 
of my interest, but also as a morale builder for Michi. Michi  is 
not averse to returning to the  relocation centers  but,  as  I said 
before, she has less stakes in the present life than I .do and finds 
some difficulty in reconciling herself to a continuance  of the pre-
2 £ t conditions without a fling at something 
interests. If it were possible to get a renewal of the fe llowship, 
I feel that I might arrange the further program to includ e a quar-
ter of study at some metropolitan center, and then retur n to the 
center. 

Neither Michi nor I -ha^e want to make it difficulty for y ou to 
arrange your program. You've been very good about keepi ng things 
flexible enough to accommodate our interests, and we don 't want to 
take advantage of your kindness. If my suggestions seem reasonable 
to you, will you please go ahead with the arrangements nn accord-
ance with it. 

I meant to say above that Michi seems particularly intere sted 
in soing to Topaz when we quit the cities later. She seem s rather 
disappointed with her musician colleagues here, which pe rhaps is 
her outstanding reason of objection to Tule Lake. However , I d<fa t 
think there's anything imperative about the idea, and I' m sure she 
c o S d easily be talked into coming back here after a time out east. 
But I wanted to raise the question now so that in time w hen we de-
termine our later program, it would allow maximum room for choice. 

Xlra I'm writing rather early in the morning for me, and it 
may be that I'm not entirely wide awake. Hope this makes sense to 
you. I'll be sending some stuff down pretty soon. 

Cordially, 



513-B, Tule Lake Project 
War Relocation Authority 
Newell Branch 
Tulelake, California 

Dear Dr. Thomas: 

Thank you for your letter of January 21st, and for 
forwarding your correspondence with Miss Barrett. I 
find it sufficiently encouraging that Miss Barrett is 
willing to consider a re-application for the fellowship. 

Enclosed is a copy of the program of field study 
which I've submitted to the Council. In the main, it 
follows the line of our previous discussion, but if you 
should find anything objectionable in it, will you kind-
ly let me know immediately so that I may inform the Coun -
cil. Due to the lack of time, I was unable to get your 
approval of it before sending it on to New York. I took 
the liberty of giving your name for a recommendation, and 
I mention it now though it*s a little superfluous to sp eak 
of a recommendation in my behalf from you to the Council 
considering the support you've given me in the past. 

I'm also deeply grateful to W.I. for writing such 
a strong recommendation to the Council for my sake. I 
know that few persons carry more weight with them than 
you or he. Apart from that, it's a compliment to have 
you think well of me as a research student. 

I hope that Yanaga comes through as we hope he will. 
He is certainly the right man for the job. 

I sent you a copy of the chapter on "Collective Be-
havior" about a week ago. I trust jt reached you. I was 
fumbling for ideas as I wrote it, and the paper shows it, 
but it is the fi'ied I'd like to work in and I hope you'll 
approve of the general view. I think my statement to the 
Council is a clearer presentation of what I intend to d o. 

ijshall shortly send you my chapter on "Political Or-
ganization" and a few other things on which I'm working. 
Incidentally, I should like to send copies of my proposed 
program of field fetudy to Dr. Blumer and Dr. Everett Hughe s 
since they are on my thesis committee. I was wondering 
especially of the case of Dr. Hughes since he is at present 
in Canada and my letter may come under the scrutiny of the 
Canadian censor. 



You probably have seen the questionnaire sent out by 
the Society for the Psychological Study of Social Issu es 
I  sounds like a humane society). I received one from Mar -
garet Mead yesterday requesting possible materials from 
our study on "time perspectives". I donlt understand the ir 
language 1 imagine it 1 s Kurt Lewin's jargon so I'm re-
ferring them to you. 

Tule Lake is relatively quiet these days, but inter-
esting. Our chief cook was ousted the other day by a bit 
of intrigue; I shall send you the inside story. We've had 
a fair amount of snow since you were last here, and the 
worst of it is that it's warm enough in the afternoons 
so that the ground is ankle-deep with slush. Kay Hisa-
tomi is turning out to be one of our most conscientious 
reporters, and we arranged for Tomi to type up his two 
latest notebooks. 

Please give our regards to Morton, Virginia and the 
rest of the people down there. We send best wishes to 
Morton on his preliminary exams. 

Sincerely yours 
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J  
anuary 21,1943 

4 
Dear Frank« 

I was glad to get your telegram and your letter* In 
recommending renewal of the fellowship, I have asked SSRC t o 
give us considerable leeway In planning details. Indicating 
that we mighl want to curtail the stay in Denver, might  want 
to substitute another reloc tion project for Tule I»ake, etc. 
WI also write In support of your application, and, alt hough I 
am not at liberty to reveal exactly what he said, I feel that 
I can tell you that I have never seen a stronger positive 
recommendation from him* 

I agree decidedly that Michi's development should be 
taken into consideration in making your plans. She is decid edly 
not "just a wife", and a partnership of the sort you have neces-
sarily means compromises. 1 think you can work out a program 
that will make full allowance for your Joint and separate interests 
So mow, we just wait and see. 

I enclose a  letter  to Tanaga. I  Bhall let  you know as 
soon as Z  hear  from M g u 

Our latest administrative problem is concerned with the 
proposed change in the III A( with children) classificat ion in 
the draft, which means that Morton, whom we had considere d safe, 
may be in danger. So we are already working on his case. 
I should welcome a period of five days or so in this proje ct 
when we are clear of what should be, but are decidedly not , 
extraneous problems! 

Sincerely yours, 



Febraury 6,1943 
ear Frank, 

^xcerpts from a letter from Blumer from XoHra City will 
Interest you« 

"1 shall be teaching here until the latter part of April , 
when I will return to Chicago Knt I shall not he officially ia 
residence at the U. of Chicago until next September, si nce I have 
free period of nine months beginning the first of this year* I 
suppose th t I will spend in Chicago the remaining por tion of my 
time after I leave here, unless something opens up in the  way of 
temporary employment elsewhere« So far, nothing has come to my 
attention. If I am in Chicago, X wltlbe very glad td help 
Frank and to be available for consultation at all times » Xf he 
oomes to Chicago, I will be able to arrange for him to have 
libr ry facilities. I would write to Frank, but unfortunately 
I do not have his address*  Y ou might ask him to send me a note 
and I will keep him informed of my plan's and whereabout s.* 

I have asked Tom to keep me informed about the Army 
situation. Xt is certainly disturbing. Tom will pass on 
some comments to you, no doubt* 

Best to Michi. 

Tours, 

f 
I | 

1 



513-B 
Tule Lake ProJ., WRA. 
Newell Branch 
Tulelake, California 
February 9, 1943 

Dear Dr. Thomas: 

Thank you for your letter of February 6th. I am writing to 
Blumer of my plans and about the work I am doing. The  use of the 
library and access to the professors in the department at Chicago 
are all that I need since I have finished my course work.  Tom 
also told me of your instructions to him concerning volun tary ser-
vie<kn the army. The recruiting officers are now here, and from 
whatM3hey say it seems that if the Nisei do not voluntee r,they will 
eventually be inducted into the army through the usual chann el. 
There is, of course, considerable pressure toward volunt eering, but 
I think we may follow your plan without incurring difficult ies. 

I am sending the remaining sections of the chapter on "Po li-
tical Organization." (pages 64 - 137 inclusive) I have begun  to 
bos down in my writing and I feel myself going around an c ircles 
writing the same things over and over. The last part of th e chap-
ter suffers especially from this tendency; hence, inco mplete as the 
whole picture is, I have left off writing. 

Concerning our trip to Salt Lake City at the end of Mar ch, 
Michi and I plan to go on directly to Denver once we leave he re. 
However I wished to be sure that you hadn't changed your mind about 
the Denver idea, and I'd like to have your confirmation of my as-
sumption. One other matter in this connection, Michi and  I would 
like to visit for about a week with her folks at Minido ka. Twin 
Falls, the nearest town to the project, is some 250 miles from 
Salt Lake City and would bequire something of back-trac king before 
ffoins; on to Denver. However, this may be our last chance for some 
time to visit them, and despite the added expense to us , I thought 
I should like to plan on visiting Minidoka after our Salt Lake con-
ference. I also have in mind getting some of my fi\ends there to 
write documents in order not to waste my time there. 

Could you kindly answer immediately by a note on two point s: 
(1) Is the Denver plan definite? and (2) Do you find the plan of 
visiting Minidoka agreeable provided w e - m y get permiss ion from 
the leaves section of the WRA? 

As soon as I hear from you, I shall write to the SSRC conc ern-
ing travelling allowances for myself. 

One final request and I hope I am not burdening you with 
reauests since I know you 1 re very busy at present. My sister has 
attempted to buy an electric iron by mail order without suc cess. 
I wonder if it would be possible for someone there on the staff to 
order an electric iron for us at a price of about five or six dol-
lars (or more if necessary) and have it sent C.O.D. or to remit by 
check. There is no immediate need for the iron, but we sho uld like 
to have it before I leave the project. 



I am enclosing a letter to W. I. Thomas thanking him for hi s 
letter of recommendation in iny behalf to the SSRC. This is  some-
thing I should have written long ago, but please accept my apologies 
for its lateness. Will you kindly forward it to him. 

Both Tomi and Michi are delighted with the prospect of the 
Salt Lake City conference. For the others of us, as Tom says , 
we have another deadline to meet, but of course that* s ju st what 
we need. We look forward to seeing you again, with some tr epedi-
tion concerning the work yet to be done, but with hope. 

Sincerely yours, 



513-B 
Tule Lake Project 
Newell Branch 
Tulelake, California 
February 9, 1943 

Dr. W. I. Thomas 
c/o Dr. Dorothy S. Thomas 
207 G-iannini Foundation 
University of California 
Berkeley, California 

Dear Dr. Thomds: 

Ever since I was informed that you had 
written a letter of recommendation for me to 
the Social Science Research Council, I have been 
intending to express my appreciation to you. 
I am told £hat you wrote a very strong letter 
in my behalf. This is much more than I had hoped 
for since the work I have done on our study thus 
far has seemed discouragingly unsatisfactory, but 
you may be sure that I am grateful for your sup-
port. In her last letter to me, Miss Barrett 
of the Council seemed almost encouraging, and 
I have no doubt that your letter had not a little 
to do with her receptiveness. 

Michi and I send our best wishes. We look 
forward to seeing you at Salt Lake City. 

Cordially yours 



513-B, Tule Lake Proj 
Newell Branch * 
Tulelake, Gal. 
Feb. 10, 1943 

Dear Dr. ^homas, 

A problem has arisen concerning the leave clearance for Mic hi 
and myself. 

I saw Mr. Huyck of the leaves section here today. I stated 
to him that I had submitted an application for leave both t o the 
Nat. Student Relocation Council (University of Chicag o as desti-
nation) and to the WRA leaves section for indefinite leav e, (to 
Chicago). I asked him first how it would be possible to get a 
transfer of the destination from Chicago to Denver, and ex plained 
to him the reason for the visit to Denver. 

Mr. Huyck*s reply was: 
1. That Denver is closed as a destination for indefinite 

leave (which we knew) and that permits to that desti-
nation could be gi^en only under special circumstances. 

2. My request for leave should go to the National Student 
Relocation Council. Huyck Ts office only handles those 
with employment objectives, and regardless of my status 
as a fellow of the SSRC, the leave must come from NSRC. 

3. I should write to the NSRC indicating my status, give 
reasons for my visit to Denver, and also my reasons for 
going to Chicago even if the University is not opened. 

4. The work as research student is considered educational 
rather than employment. Hence, my problems should be 
taken to the NSRC. 

I am making another application to the National Student Re -
location Council on the basis of my work as a pre-doctor al fel-
low. My plan is to indicate no university as a place of attendance, 
but to emphasize my research work and, in the case of Ch icago, the 
accessibility of the professors in the department. I wo nder, how-
ever, whether you can somehow arrange for the stopever at .Denver. 
Also, would you please write to the Student Relocation Co uncil in-
dicating my status as a research student. Or, if you thi nk some 
other procedure better, please write to me about it. 

Another problem enters in. If I have student leave, woul d I 
still be considered a member of the research staff by the sel ective 
service board? If I am not, of course, I may then be subject t o 
draft if and when it appears. It raises a question as to w hat my 
status with the draft boards might be if I am on the outside. 

Cordially yours 



February 10,1943 

Bear Frank, 

Z note with chagrin t h t X have not acknowledged receipt o f 
your chapter on "Collective Behavior." It arrived safel y, "both 
VX and Z readit, and it is now being typed*  1 t is full of 
"good leads"• Zt is the sort of thing that will need a gre at 
deal of reworking, as you of-course recognize« Zt needs t o be 
put in the context of other contributions in the field, a nd that, 
Z gather, is one of the things you Intend to do in Chicago* 
Z don't think it needs particular criticism now* Tou rec ognize 
the gaps so well yourself, that there is nothing Z can ad d, or should 
add, at present. *y guess is that it will probably deve lop into 
a "great work*" We shall see« 

Yanaga wants to do the preliminary section for us* ?3tan e 
to be developed later* Z have asked him to come to Salt Lake 
City for at least one or two days* Hope he can make it* 

Z imagine SSRC will send a copy of your field program to 
Blumer. They sent me one and asked for a formal recomme ndation* 
However, there is no reason why you should not send him on e anyway* 

Ho I have not seen the questionnaire sent out byS?S$Z( p ronounced 
fcpitsy by the members). Z haw seen some of their publications« 
Z am not impressed. 

Am glad that Kay is doing so well. Don't you think we shou ld 
put him on a regular honorarium basis for a few months? I awa it 
your recommendation in the matter* Z am afraid Haj has <j ust 
passed the buck to Say* Z thought he was interested in the l abor 
relations section, but his last letter indicates that hi s interest 
has wanted ( "Kay ulll Ac it.*) 

Zt looks as though we may have to go on a 48 hour week in orde r 
to have our project declared "essential"* °f-c0urse most of us 
here work about that much or more anyway, but it is hard on  our 
secretary whom we employe d on a definite 44 hour basis* 

We expect to see Embree this afternoon« Z am crossing my 
fingers« Z want to get a line on where the Senate Investiga ting 
Committee is, and what their t plans are. The excitement seems 
to have died down, but Z don t want to be caught unaware*  'j ] v 

.  .  r 

Regards to all* 

Sincerely, if V  I 1 V  ' j \ .. \ 

>/i 



February 11,1943 

Dear Frank, 

raised l ^ i l V l l l ?  a a A
#

l i a M ®®f4p t arrived. Tour letters certainly 
S v  f l n e  ot question©. I had just oome back from lunch 

^ m a l f t w ^ *  W h i C h  \ l m e 1 h £ d r a l 8 e d  question " t h fa». 
^  y r  W 0 U l d b e  *o return to Tule Lake. He just 

9? 1  was planning to write *rovinse  anyway.  Bmbree 
J a m f w W V i f ^ r i e d ^oc ted to Market attentioi, since Marks is 
111 It  1 Ji* i y a n 9 W e r  ot ters. I dashed off the enclosed 
and am sending it to Marks, also a copy to To» Bodine of StuAan t Heloc tion asking his advice, not action until we hear fur ther? 

A ^ J *  h o p e f o r l l t t l e t T o m t h e m t for the problem is too 
t t T l L  a n d h a T * ^ have "acceptance" by a University, 
cut Itt l l l \ 0 n l T  k a r ;  W h a t i n a d d ^ i o n . WRA ought bo be able to cut the red tape. But will they? 

• J ® ' 7 Sgod conference with Embree. The enclosed was 

Z Y J 1 ?  B m 9 n % * ,  3  "  s e t t i ^ *P  a  "social analysis" section in, 
av 0 id P2f; r e r y  project. Ai», to predict "trends", t£ 
tin J V ?  A t f l p 8 t *  h e w a n t e d  our staff to work fir him 
I n d \ « « i i £ i r r r a d ! d h l m l e t U B a l c m e *  1  told him the diff icult 

Jnf.1 i jlangerou» position that would put us in. He got' 
f  r i h > n k a n d  e and really believe. Point 4 was a com-

Z l ^ l l l L * i Z f  h a n d i e d ' : 1 th t a c t « ** will mean very little. And 
r  1 8 t 0 0 '  B l a c e  ** finally agreed that nothing 
I L l ll fi?;^ *  X  ' i 1 ^  n e e a h e l P ou point 3, and want everyone to put 
that on their "»ust" list. 

r 4  A X 1  ? U l ! ?  t h e S e n a t e  Investigating front for the mo»entV 
I am in communication with President Sproul about that, a nd you may 
Tule Lake. me 1  ***  I n v e s t i e a t 4 f l e Committee decides to come to 

« .  L  . Incidentally the Social Analysis section may »ever hit 
luxe *ake, for Bmbree is hawing some difficulty getti ng personnel 
n e w a n t s  o a e ma» In each project, a person who must have had both 
government and field experience'. A nan, white, draft e xempt'. 
Various other personal qualifications. I gather he has f ound 

i Z l l I L t l 9 a ? d h u a c h « * * o m *>o said, is that he will start wi 
Touas i f  p r ° J e c t s -  a n d a X a o  P** at tfansanar. 
ropa. is presumably out for us, but we have our hands full an yway 

i n Will send copies of the Sabree memorandum to 

I t 8ta i f tomor oow.  fill be glad to get your iron, i t irons can still be got. * 

Best to  Michi. Sincerely yours, 



February 12, 1943 

Mr. Frank Miyamoto 
513-B 
Tule Lake Relocation Project 
Newell, California 

Dear Frank: 

I was out shopping today for myself and scoured 
the neighborhood for an electric iron. As far as I 
can see, they are completely off the market, but our 
secretary, Mrs. Wilson, is going to try another 
neighborhood. If we don't find one,  Mrs. Wilson  kindly 
offers you an old model that she has, and I similarly 
offer you one of mine, but which is quite superfluous 
because I recently got a very fine new one. So don't 
worry, somehow we'll get an iron to you. 

Sinoerely yours, 

Dorothy Swaine Thomas 

DST :mw 



March 1, 1943 

Mr. Frank Miyamoto 
513-B 
Tule Lake, California 

Dear Prankt j 

Z am eertalnly distressed at the nevs I have been re-
celvlng from Tule Lake* I realize that this whole developm ent 
Is very upsetting to your plans* It Is difficult for me to 
give you any advice about Immediate procedure* X am enclosi ng 
copy of a letter received from Mr* Marks which seems to In dicate 
that the plans I proposed In my letter to Provlnse has been 
accepted. Since everything is so uncertain, I don't know steps 
we should take now« Would you let me know whether you thin k 
the Salt Lake City conference can still be planned for, even 
though it it would be a later date. Also, as soon as you get 
In line on whether or not It would be possible for you to do 
any further work at Tule Lake, let me know* I think that 
once you get your indefinite leave, we can modify plans to 
suit your convenience* Do you think it would be desirable 
for you to go to Minidoka for a longer period than we had 
suggested in our original plans? As soon as things become 
relatively settled, please let me know what I should do to 
protect your interests* 

Regards to Mlchi 

Sincerely yours 

Dorothy Swalne Thomas 

Enclosure - 1 

DST :mw 

V 



March  4,  1943 

Dear Dr. Thomas: 

Thank you for your letter of the 1st and the earlier ones 
which I left unanswered. I regret my failure to write so oner. 
In part this was due to the upset in ray routine caused by t he 
present crisis, but it Ts also due to the fact that so much has 
been taking place in the past weeks that I f ve been swamped with 
work and have hardly been able to keep from drowning in the mass 
of data. 

First, about the electric iron, I appreciate greatly all your 
effort to find one for my mother, but if it is so difficult to 
find, please do not go to any more trouble about it. She sti ll 
has an old one that is serviceable; it was aut of fear that the 
thing might burn out any time that led us to inquire abou t the 
purchase of a new one. However, we feel sure that we can  get 
along with the present one, and in the pinch we can rummage up 
something for her need. 

" Tom has told me that you wish him ¡fco go to Chicago. His pl an 
seems to be to leave about the time we had planned to leave , at 
the end of March, and this may fit into our former plan of a con-
ference in Salt Lake City. I have not been able to talk to Jim 
about the matter, but my guess is that he wishes to continu e his 
work here, and in that case I think he is out for the conferenc e. 
It is difficult to imagine that Jim*s position would be  improved 
even, as late as May, that is, it is doubtful  fcte*-  following the 
present disturbance in the community that it would be ad visable  s 

for him to leave the project for even a few days. The inu h unt, 
T" think, is here to stay, and since Jim has already once  been 
labeled an inu, he should do nothing to further jeopardize his 
research. Töne of the interesting aspects of the present s ituation 
is the broadening of the meaning of the term inu, for though it* s 
true meaning is a "spy", it has now been applied to those w ho are 
considered "traitors" to the Japanese cause.) 

My suggestion is that we go ahead with the Salt Lake City 
conference"as previously planned, sometime tov/ard the e nd of March. 
Jim would miss out on it, but I believe he would now not jo in us 
in any case. 

As for the possibility of continuing the research here at 
Tule Lake, I am inclined to be pessimistic about the matter , though 
I may be exaggerating the difficulties in my own mind. As I told 
Billigmeier the otfther day, now that the showdown on cit izenship 
and allegiance has come, there is bouild to be a split in the com-
munity between those who declared themselves for the L.S.y an d 
those" who gave contrary answers. Unfortunately, those who decl ared 
their allegiance seem to be in the minority, and most of th em are 
known to the people in the blocks. My prediction is that t here 
will be increasing concern about the international st atus of those 
who refused to declare their allegiance and even went so f ar 



as to repatriate. I have 110 doubt that these people will in -
creasingly seek to have themselves considered subject  to the 
clauses on "prisoners of war" incorporated in the Geneva Confer-
ence Treaty of 1926. Incidentally, if Morton has not alrea dy done 
so, I wonder if it would not be advisable to have him look In to 
that Treaty, and inquire with someone like Radin as to what is 
likely to be the legal status of those persons who have sign ed 
away their citizenship. The Issei will be the ones pushi ng the 
question, and the Nisei, most of whom probably do not ha ve dual 
status, will be the ones left holding the bag. My point is that 
with the community now definitely divided on this issue, a ny 
future problems appearing in the community will, on eac h occasion, 
bring out this difference. 

In*anticipation of these problems, the administration i s now 
canvassing the idea of segregating the two groups. What w ill be 
done along these lines is difficult to say. The problem is enor-
mous in its complexity. Many families are split within th emselves, 
friends will have to part from friends, the mechanism for carrying 
out the segregation would have to be established, the leg al status 
of those who have refused allegiance would have to be defi ned, etc. 
Of course, if segregation is carried out, we could th en continue 
the study in the camp of those intend to stay In this count ry. 
But as to the possibility of continuing research here a t Tule 
Lake, the future of that is indefinite, and perhaps we sho uld 
leave it to Billigmeier and Jim to give us a later estim ate of 
that possibility. 

Minidoka w o u M be interesting, especially as a contrast t o 
Tule p^ake, for the former has gone strongly for the regi stration. 
Michi's sister reports that in her own block nineteen  fellows 
volunteered. I doubt that we could turn up that many in a si ngle 
ward here. If Tule Lake is out for future research, I shoul d like 
to have you consider the possibility of continuing the research 
either at Minidoka or at Topaz. We are glad to consider the plan 
of staying for "a longer period" at Minidoka if you wish,  especial-
ly right now as a comparative situation to Tule Lake. 

We find Mr. Harks* s letter encouraging. 

I included all of Hisatomi's material in the stuff that  was 
to be sent to you via Billigmeier, but he may not have sent i t, 

They've been having a bad time of it, and a check per-
haps would help their morale. I had meant to send you the s tuff 
first so that you could evaluate it, but if it has not y et reached 
you, I shall see to it that it is sent forthwith. 

I am piling up some stuff on the crisis myself, and int end 
to write a report on it before I leave. The raw data alrea dy 
gathered will also be sent you in the near future. I had t o fore-
go typing for a while in order to prevent arousing suspicion , hht 
I'm keeping steadily at it now. 

Our regards to you and W.I. We took precautions at the he ight 
of the disturbance, but we're all right so please don't wo rry. 



March 10, 1943 

Mr* Prank Miyamoto 
513-B 
Tale Lake Relocation Project 
Sewell, California 

Dear Frank: 

I have your letter of March 4, and «111 take up the 
points In order* 

(1) It Is definite that new eleotrle Irons are not to be 
had« They are completely off the market« Consumers' goods 
are getting scarce all around: you can't even buy steel woo l 
or "Brillo anymore. 

(2) The Salt Lake conference, as originally planned. Is all 
off, for two reasons, (a) not enough time to plan procedure a nd 
reports now, and (b) too expensive to justify under presen t 
circumstances« However. W.I. and I have decided to spend m ost 
of the month of llay in Chicago ~ in order to be able to spend 
more time than has been possible in the past with some of the 
workers on the study, to plan the resettlement phases bette r 
and to solidify contacts with the University of Chicago cro wd. 
En route to Chicago, we shall stop off at Salt Lake Cit y and 
shall have Tamle meet us there. It may even become possibl e 
for Jimmy to come by that time, but I realize that, as thing s 
look now, that might still be an undesirable procedure. I 
should like you to be there and imagine you can arrange it. 
Assume you leave on March 50, as planned« The best procedur e 
will be to go direct to Minidoka« Some modification of our 
original sohedule is obviously called for« I merely sugges t 
the following modifications« What do you think of them? 

1. About three weeks in Minidoka, where you will be able 
to build up an important report, by informal Inter-
viewing, for comparison with Tule Lake and estimate 
the possibilities of fruitful research there later« 

2. Then to Salt Lake City to meet us« 

3« Then to Denver for say, 10 days, with Yanaga, to see 
whether reasonable plans for his collaboration can 
be made, and to get some "feeling" for the Japanese 
situation there, which we may later want to do some-
thing about« 

4« Then, by the middle of May, to Chicago« 



513-33 
Tule Lake Project 
Newell Branch 
Tulelak e, Gal. 
March 14, 1943 

Dear Dr. Thomas: 

Thank you ever so much for troubling about the electric 
iron, I hope it didn't inconvenience 3"ou too much to in quire 
into the matter. I am sure that mother can manage somehow wi th 
the iron she now has, or she can borrow. 

The new schedule you propose in your letter of March 10 of 
3 Weeks in Minidoka, 
stop-off at Salt Lake City, 
10 days in Den^ey 
and Chicago by the middle of May, 

is entirely satisfactory with us. I feel that it is, as f ar as 
we are concerned, a better program than the previous one. We were 
a little concerned as to whether we could settle down long enough 
in any one place, on the old schedule, to get anything done. But 
if we think of our stop overs as merely a way of conside ring pos-
sible lines of research, I think we may get better resul ts. I hope 
that the WRA can arrange our leave according to this schedul e. 

I hope to make the Minidoka stop-off a fruitful one. I hav e 
the advantage of knowing many people there, and Michi Ts folks can 
probably arrange things for us so that we may move in a nd out with 
the least confusion. I want to consider in particular so me of the 
differences in the approach and the series of events that  developed 
at Minidoka in connection with the registration. I shal l also 

>f the condition there with an eye to possible 

I personally see no objection to your visiting here durin g the 
week of the 22nd. The situation here is such that it is•di fficult 
to estimate what may happen in the next week. There are 600 Nisei 
who refused to register that need to be picked up, but  it remains 
to be seen how the WRA: will go about that task, and wha t the reaction 
of the people will be to whatever method is used. I anticipa te some 
difficulty over this matter, but unless some very bad bo ners are 
pulled I do not think that mass riots will take place. Yet , regard-
less of anything that may happen, I do not feel that your presenee 
will prove detrimental to our status. After all, you were at Poston 
at a time when thin&s were popping there. Tom, especially,  is in-
clined to be too cautious, but I do not think that he could f ind 
any objections to the kind of visit you propose. It may be d esira 
able especially for Jim that you visit us at that time. 

Thanks for passing the word on about Sam Stouffer, but I d on't 
think I would be interested in the position even if it we re offered 
to me. I have everything to lose by quitting the research I'v e 
started, and, anyway,, Ifm responsible to the SSRC to car ry out the 
year 1 s program barring induction. 



Speaking of induction, I of course registered in the affir ma-
tive on the question of willingness to be inducted, but I a lso 
mentioned to the interviewing sergeant my interest m get ting an 
occupational deferment because of the research. His suggestion w as 
that I write either to the War Department, or write to t he local 
board at Alturas after my draft record is.transferred fr om Seattle. 
I thought that it min;ht -ke better to wait until the Alt uras board 
ha q had time to get my record before starting anything about  defer-
m e n t  In the mean time I shall probably have to have records tran s-
ferred to the Chicago board anyway. If-.you think it woul d be desir-
able to write to the War Department anyway, please let m e know. 

Concerning the questions I raised about the legal status  of 
evacuees I don't know whether they are answerable, but eve n rough 
indications of possible interpretations would be helpful, When we 
~o outside, of course, the problem will not apply, but to Ji m and 
Bob they may prove significant points of information wi th reference 
to the people here. 

LAnother questions I've been wondering about iw the poss ible 
influence of Japanese radio braadcasts *on the reaction of people 
here. There are innumerable stories of radio broadcasts from Japan 
anions the evacuees here, and tBS^t te particularly susce ptible to 
this type of propaganda. There seems no doubt that some k ind of 
reception is beiiuTreceived to be had, even on the long- wave band, 
and one of the hours at which it occurs is about 10:00  a.m. What 
I am curious to know is whether an** other centers are getti ng recep-
tions ^rom Japan, or whether there are even rumors of suc h bd^adcasos. 
If this is the only center getting BRch reception, the in fluence of 
this propaganda may be a significant factor in the strong  pro-Japan-
ism o^ the people here. Among the rumors are: General Tojo has 
urged the evacuees to remain where they are until the end of the 
war and not to leave the relocation center. (This hampers t he 
whole relocation program.) Also, Japan will take care of th e evacu-
ated Japanese in the post war years. Again, Japan expec ts to win 
the war"in a few months; hence there is no need to rel ocate, 
further implication of this question is that somebotf g may have a 
transmitting set within this center or somewhere near by, but that s 
difficult to determiner^ 

Please don't expect too much of my proposed report on th e 
registration issue. ~It seems that I'm always about two jumps be-
hind the whole thing, and some of the data is pretty ha rd to pin 
down. If all the data could be gathered, this would make a beau-
tiful little study for this may be the crossroads for th e evacuee 
Japanese, but time is all too short and information is al l too dif-
fiuclt to gather. 

I'll send some of my material down as I promised. Incident ally, 
I've asked Bob to take my material down to you, the ones that we 
had at first planned to have shipped down. Among them you  will 
find a folder containing material on the Registration I ssue, and 
also a folder full of typed material from Ilisatomi's dia ry. I 
should like to have the original sheet of all my typed m aterial 

'  on the registration question sent back; you may keep tire c arbons 
there. Unfortunately, that material was not sorted out because we 
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threw the material together in such a hurry. All the sheets have 
page numbers and dates, and there should be three sheet s of each 
page. If you could at least send back the first sheets of the 
material, it will help in the writing of the report. 

As for Hisatomi*s material, you may keep them there. I feel 
that there as some good stuff buried In his writings, bu t a good 
part of it needs development by further questioning. I h ad hoped 
that I might be able to sit down with Kay and go over the gaps 
that occur, but like so many other things around here, th at has had 
to go by the board. Among my material,too, you will find o ne old 
blue notebook which belongs to Kay. This is the first noteb ook which 
Kay kept, but it has not yet been typed up because of the d ifficulty 
of reading it. If you thinkt£e typing of it can be arran ged there 
could you have it done? The"*pook can be recognized by its  old blue 
cover, and by several extra sheets in it, one of which is a k ey 
containfcinc; abbreviations of names which Kay has used. Kay and 
Xeiko have had the worst, time of any of us during the regist ration, 
crisis, for they live in the block from which 27 boys were arrested 
and their lives have been made miserable t>y the hostilit y of the 
block people to their point of #iew. Kay wants to go out a nd he 
is intending to take a job on a ranch near Pendleton, Ore ., but that 
is not yet definite. 

My reason for asking Bob to take the material down to  you 
was that I was anxious for you to have Kay's material, for one 
thing, but I also felt that since we would be travelling quite a 
bit in the next month or two, it would be better to have t he stuff 
sent out after we reach  Chicago,  by express. Do you think that could 
be arranged? It is certainly not safe to leave material of t hat 
kind lJ^ing around here. 

Sorry this letter has been slow in getting written. 

I-lease give our regards to W.I. 

Yours 



March 16,1943 
IfllS 

Bear Frank 

Bob left your package® with me yesterday. 1 assume 
you wanted me (a) to look over Kay«s notes and your aot^s of 
meetings on registration, and (b) to Hold all of the mat erial 
pending instructions from you« I 

I find Kay's notes very illuminating. How f  the ques-
tion arises as to the preparation of a report on the far m. 
Certainly the Tule Lake structural report will hare a v ery 
serious gap if we cannot get a good analysis of the farm. 
I know too little about the situation to attempt toJU any-
thing with these notes myself. HaJ could do it, but X am 
sort of discouraged about him. Is Kay capable of prepari ng 
a report, if he is given a rather detailed outline 
field notes are remarkably complete on some points, and ot hers 
he can certainly fill in from memory and other  a o t e 9 * 
Some time ago, I sent Hishimoto^s report via Bob. Did he 
pass it on? It seemed to me to be a good model for that 
sort of thing. 

My idea of the broad outlines of the report would 
include 

Physical set-up 
Planning Daily round of work 
Personnel and their roles( Caucasian, Japanese) 
Conflicts and their eolutlons 
Relations with other departments at Tule Lake 
Relations with the outside world 

I would appreciate your suggestions as to the best wqy 
of getting a report prepared« 

Z read with great interest your notes on the meetings 
th t were held early in the registration period. They 
certainly bring out the issues Involved, and show clearly 
the ineptness of the administration in facing these issues 
( or even in answering questions intelligently)* I certai nly 
look forward to getting your complete report. The ones on 
Gila and Poston are now at hand, and you will find them 
extremely interesting for comparison. I am, however, not 
trying to send you anything further at Tule Lake but will 
make the other documents available to you in Chicago. 

Eegards to Michl, 
Tours, 



March 24, 1943 

Mr. Fpank Miyamoto 
613 -B 
Tul© Lake Relocation Project 
Hewell, California 

Dear Fpank: 

I have your letter of March 14« I had just written to you 
yesterday, but certain of the points In my letter yesterda y should 
obviously be disregarded* 

I am glad that you approved of the new plan regarding Minidok a 
and so on* I hope you understand that I am not trying to dicta te 
plans to you, and that you should come back with strong object ions 
whenever you feel that they are called for* I think that the 
Minidoka  stop-over  will definitely be of value, and you should feel 
free to stay there longer if you wish, for our plans oan eas ily be 
modified* W.I. and I will not of course go to Ohlcago unt il we are 
sure that your plans, Tom's and Charley Klkuchi's, are so ar ranged 
that we can all be there together for a time* Also the exact date 
of the Salt Lake City conference with Tamle depends on the d ate on 
which your leave clearance oan be obtained* 

X shall not make any ironclad decision about coming to Tule 
Lake next week, but will wait and see how things come out* I shall, 
undoubtedly, run up for one day, however, in the near futur e* 

Regarding occupational deferment for the draft: I shall, of 
oourse, take a very strong stand In favor of it when the time comes. 
I doubt if it would do you any good to write to the War Departm ent* 
In faot, the request for your deferment should probably com e from 
me rather than from you since I am officially the supervisor o f 
your Fellowship program* 

You have raised a most interesting point In regard to the 
radio situation, and I am asking our observers in Gila and P oston to 
let us know what the situation is there* 

I agree with you that the analysis of the crisis in regard to 
registration is going to make a beautiful study, and I ce rtainly 
hope you are able to obtain all the Information you want* W.I. has 
read your notes on the meetings and is much Impressed wit h the 
evidence of a feeling that concerted action is necessary an d the 
deoislons are not individual matters* 

I have read Hlsatomi's diary, as I told you, and wish that 
something oould be done about that farm report, but I feel t hat It 



Is definitely undesirable for you to attempt to do It you rself. 
Don't you think you could put up a strong case to Hajlma re garding 
how badly we need him to prepare this report for us? I hav e 
appealed to him so often without any result that I hesitate t o do 
It again, but I think you might have greater success. 

I am enclosing the original sheets of all your typed 
material. I have kept one carbon for myself and put the other 
carbon with the things to be sent to you when you want them In 
Ohioago* 

This seems to clear up all the points at the moment. 
Morton Is writing you a long letter on the legal Issues. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dorothy Swaine Thomas 

Enclosure 

DSTsmw 



Dr. Thomas: 

Here are some questions that come to mind concerning t he 
international status of evacuees. They will require answ ers be-
fore long. Some of them are probably impossible to answe r, others 
may be clear on the face of them, though they are hazy in the minds 
of people here. I wonder if you would look into these questions. 

1 There is talk here that aliens detained in a camp for more than 
six months are to be considered "prisoners of war" acco rding 
T-Q the Geneva Conf. What truth is there is ft in this? 

o Gould the Japanese evacuees be interpreted as "prisone rs of 
war" and thereby have themselves considered under that c lause 
in the Geneva Conf. Treaty of 1936?*»This is apart from th e 

irability of having themselves so considered. 

/hat obligations 
especially the 
ïration of thi; 

does the United States have to Japanese evacu-
aliens, if .their status brings them under the 
5 Treaty? 

f .their status bran 

7 
bo 

7 ' 

• V i 

Will the Japanese evacuees, especially the aliens, be c onsider-
ed "prisoners of war" if they refuse to declare their all egiance 
to the U.S. and foreswear their allegiance to the emperor  of 
Japan? 

What will be the status of Nisei who answer "No" to the ques-
tion: "Do you swear your allegiance to the United States of 
America and agree to foreswear allegiance to the emperor of 
Japan, and to any other foreign organization, state, or p ower?" 
What is their status if they also repatriate? What if the y 
have dual status? What if they have only American citizens hip? 

The evacuees have repeatedly tried to bring about the i nterven-
tion of the Spanish Ambassador in their relations with  the 
Government. What is likely to be his future position i n rela-
tion to the evacuees if the bulk of the evacuees have ref used 
to declare their allegiance to the U.S. and even repatriat e? 

If the evacuees demand to have themselves considered "pris oners 
of war" though they are not 
thev take to get themselves 

yet so considered, what steps may 
so considered? 

How much may the evacuees take with them at the' time of depor-
tation if they repatriate? What are the chances of exchang e 
of "prisoners 1 during the process of war? 

»Citizen Japanese 
What -Densities may be legally applied t o ^ w h o refuse to 
declare their allegiance or to foreswear allegiance to t he em-
peror of Japan during wartime? What is likely to be their^ posi-
tion if they do not repatriate and attempt to remain in thi s 
country after the war? 

These are questions selected at random. I realize that they are 
rather, confusing, but that is the nature of the condit ion herel 
It's entirely irrational that people here should desire  to have 
themselves considered prisoners of war, 
fidance in a Japanese victory, they 
with Japan rather than with the U.S. 

out because of their con-
want to identify themselves 
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March 18, 1943 

Mr« Frank Miyamoto 
515-B 
Tula Lake Relocation Project 
Hawaii, Calif  cm  la 

Dear Franks 

Dorothy and I haiw had a talk with Professor Max Had in and 
we have dona acme checking in the library to see if we could g ive 
you sons answers to your questions in regard to the present l egal 
status of the Japanese Asieriean citizens and the Japaneae aliens. 
The answers are hard to find because of the unique characte r of the 
internment program in America| and they are complicated by the 
eontradlctory Interpretations of the experts. 

The situation of aliens is more clouded than that of oi tlsens. 
The Geneva Convention to which you refer was signed on Jul y 27, 1929, 
by most of the Powers and it is a comprehensive and complete agree-
ment •  Article 89 of the 1929 Convention provldea that in the re la-
tions between states bound by the Hague Conventions of 1899 a nd 1907, 
as well aa by the Convention of 1929, the latter shall be reg arded 
as complementary to Articles 4-20 of the Convention of 1907. In 
faot, however, the Convention of 1929 (which contains no l ess than 
97 Articles) incorporates all these 1907 Articles with the exception 
of Articles 10-12 relating to releaae en parole. One of t he most 
authoritative of the international law commentaries is La uterpaoht'a 
edition of  Oppenheim* s  International Law, Lauterpaoht says that, 
in view of the definitive character of the 1929  pact, it may be used 
"as a basis for an exposition of the existing law on the trea tment 
of prisoners of war." (p. 295). Articles 10-12 of the 190 7 Con-
vention (which are not included in the 1929 pact) have nothin g to do 
with the matter with which you are concerned} they relate to t he 
parolllng of prisoners of war within the country of internm ent. The 
1929 Convention, therefore, is definitely the main agreem ent pertinent 
to the questions which you have aaked* I have a copy of it befor e me 
now (League of Mations Treaty Series. Volume 118, pages 54 4-411), but 
the trouble lies in the fact that it sheds damn little light u pon 
your questions. 

It starts out by defining the persons to when the Convention 
shall apply, but resident enemy aliens of a belligerent coun try are 
I * ~ of prisoners of war. I am 

ilte opinion that the Convention 
does not epply to the Japaneae aliens in the relocation ce nters, bas-
ing his opinion on examination of the attaohed texts. Hadi n. of 
course, is one of the best qualified and moat respected leg al experts 
in the country* His opinion on this matter, though outside hi s 

with the pertinent definl-



*r. Fr«nk  Miyamoto -  8« Mareh 18, 1945 

epeciallsed field, must bo respootod. 

Lauterpaeht Is definitely in disagreement. His opinion 1* 
baaod on alleged asago* during tho World war* Ho «ayaiop.o it. 
pp. 299*500) 

"Tho Convention dooo not contain anything regarding tho 
treatment of private enemy individuals, and  enemy  officials, 
whoa a belligerent thinks It necessary to aako prisoners of 
war) but It Is evident that they mey claim all tho privilege « 
of such prisoners. They are not eonvlots, but are taken into 
captivity for military reasons, and are therefore pris oners 
of war. 

"And tho same Is valid with regard to enemy civilian« «ho 
at tho outbreak of war are on the territory of a belligerent , 
and, for military reason«, are Interned. They are not eon vlota 
either, but are deprived of their liberty for military reaso n« 
only, and are therefore prisoners of war« 19 

You can take your pick on whom to believe.  Lautorpaeht 1 s  1« 
undoubtedly the more authoritative statement, though It 1 « baaod on 
what may bo an unduly broad interpretation of the 1989 pact« Badln 
•ay« that any concession« allowed by tho U.S. Government (w ith 
respect to tho examination of tho Belooatlon Centers by the Spanish 
Consul, eto.) are purely unilateral and that tho Utalte d State« 1« 
not bound In any way by the Convention In the adminlatratI on of the 
Relocation Center«• In his opinion, the alien« in the R elocation 
Con tore are simply enemy alien« who are Interned for milit ary 
reason«, but who in no way oan be considered prisoners of war. He 
•ays, characteristically, "Badln is right, Lautorpaeht la wrong I 
Lautorpaeht bases his conclusions on hopes and dreams, not  on facts." 

Coming now to your specifio question« in regard to aliens, 
there 1« nothing  (Question  1) that I have found In the Treaty to 
Indicate that after six months the aliens will be consider ed prison-
ers of war. If they are not prisoners of war at the outset (a s per 
Badln), six month« internment doe« not make them prisoners. If the 
aliens are prisoner« (aa per Lautorpaeht), the Treaty prov ide« 
(Question 5) a long and extensive list of conditions with r egard to 
housing, food, clothing, hygiene, intellectual and moral n eed«, 
internal dleolpllne, work, pay, mall, penal aanctlons Jud icial pro* 
oeedlnga, etc. If you are interested in these specific prov isions, 
I'll have them ecpled and sent to you. 

Badln la of the definite opinion (Question 4) that action 
taken by the aliens with regard to swearing or forswearin g allegiance 
can not alter their statue In any way. Further (Questions U and 7), 
there Is nothing that the evaoueea oan do to have themsel ves con* 
sidered prisoners of war. 

Finally, Badln think« any exchange of U.S. oltlsens In Japa n 



Mr.  Frank Miyamoto -  3. Kareh 18, 1043 

^ ¡ L ^ I T ! " ! ^ f* * ?*i t#p  agreement between the 
L f ^ f ^ S ^  a n d  regulated by the Convention. 

^ .C !? ! * ! 7 t ?! 7 ̂  a i x ? w d t e  the» (Question 8) will be  simply  a matter of whatever agreement is made, 
I f  lAOterpaeht Is right and the Japanese aliens are prison-

? P 0 Vf d # s f o r  repatriation and accommoda-
tion In a neutral countryof prisoners of war "who are se riously 
ill or seriously wounded." The Convention further provides  ^S in* 
the continuation of hostilities, and for humanitarianreas one,  6 

belligerents may conclude agreements with a view to the d irect 
119  *  D#tt tral  «ountry of prisoners of 

war In good health who have been in oaptlvlty for a long time. 11 

t r !  n o o th ^ r  provisions for repatriation in the Con-
vention. Therefore, It seems that whether or not the Japane se aliens 
are prisoners of war, their repatriation must be a matter of special 
agreement between the United States and Japan. A model dra ft agree-
ment, annexed to the Convention, but not a part of it provide s 
detailed methods for the repatriation of the slek and woun ded only. 

If the status of the aliens is thus clouded, a much clearer 
Fcf UT* ? a ®b e S 1*?® £ Potion of the American oltlsens. ta 
the first place, the United States nationality Code (Title 8 -
section 803) provides that no Amerloan oltisen can lose his eitisen-
•hlp while residing within the United States. This Is a categorical 

0,317  ^«Ptions are provided (seetlon 801g u d 
801H). These exceptions are (801g) when a person serving in  the 
armed foroes in time of war deserts and Is convicted of de sert ion by 
a court martial, and (801h) when a person commits an aot of treason 
or tries to overthrow or bear arms against the United Sta tes and is 
round guilty of such treasonable acts by a regular court  or a 
military tribunal. 

fi  lB ( 2U<l,tion 6 ) ' therefore, that a negative answer 
5 8 / o t a d wa y in the loss of eltlsen-

shlp or In oltlsens being considered as prisoners of war . Sueh a 
negative answer will accord oltlsens no privilege of expa triation, 
though they might be allowed to do so by this country as a matte r 
of convenience. Further, the holding of dual eltlsenshlp would in 
no way change this matter since the United States has never recognised 
dual eltlsenshlp, and has shown no intention of doing so. A s late as 
January,  1942,  the United States approved a Resolution passed at the 
Third Meeting of the Foreign Ministers of the States of the P an 
American Union that deolared the unanimous intention of the American 
states not to recognise dual eltlsenshlp. The WRA attorn eys who have 
threatened Japanese Americans with the loss of eltlsensh lp as the 
reeult of answering "no" to questions 27 and 88 are definite ly In 
error. The most a negative answer eould do (Question 9) Is r esult 
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In the sam© sort of ordinary criminal penalty (such as con finement!) 
that Is given to other Amor lean oltlsons who refuse to boar arm« or 
«ho, In t! M of war, refuse to ««ear obedience* And, ae far as I 
know, (Radii! corroborates this) the mere statement of non -allegiance 
In no way constitutes a treasonable act, if the statemen t Is not 
used to Incite mobs, subvert soldiers, or accomplish othe r results 
dlreetly Inimical to the country's war effort* 

Speaking as a rank Inexpert In this field, three things Im-
press met 

(1) Whatever greater authority Lauterpeoht may have over Ha d In 
on theoretical questions of International law, I think the a ctual 
situation makes It clear that the United States Is not consid ering 
Xssel as prisoners of war* The whole relocation procedure I s 
definitely not one Intended for war prisoners» 

(8) Whether or not the aliens are technically prisoners of war 
so ens to make little actual difference* Thus, If they we re technical 
prisoners, the Japanese Government, according to the 1929 C onvention, 
might appoint a neutral consul (such as our Spanish  friend)  to ex-
amine camps to make sure of adherence to the terms of the Conv ention« 
But our government has allowed the Spanish Consul to Inspe ct and re-
port, anyway, without ever admitting that the Japanese alie ns are 
prisoners of war. The tfalted States has apparently Just con sented 
to give treatment to aliens at least equivalent to that pre scribed 
for war prisoners by the 1929 agreement* 

Thus It seams clear to me that conditions inside the c amps 
would not necessarily be changed If the Zssel were conside red 
prisoners of war (though conditions would very probably ge t worse)« 
similarly, repatriation processes would be little alter ed one way 
or the other« For prisoners, the 1929 Convention provides re patria-
tion or neutral accommodation for certain classes of the si ck and 
wounded« But the repatriation provision In regard to the m ass of 
prisoners Is largely meaningless and would need Implemen tation by 
direct negotiation between the two countries concerned« Ac tually, 
that direct negotiation Is now being carried on anyway* 

(3) The position of the American oltlsons, whether they ha ve 
dual o  It  1 sen ship or not, Is relatively clear* They are not prison -
ers of war and no more statement of allegiance or non-alle giance can 
make them prisoners* In fact, there Is nothing that can be do ne by 
themselves or by anybody else to make them prisoners* If the y coasnlt 
treasonable acts or desert from the army, they might lo se citizenship, 
but under those circumstances they would find themselves c onfined 
under conditions mueh less satisfying than that of a priso ner of war. 

I am sorry I have no real answers for your questions. If 
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you would Ilka na to confuse you (and myself!) further, ask 
away« I f K really getting an groa a ed la tha problem* 

Beat regarde to Ml ehi and tha others* 

8laoerely yours, 

Morton Qrodalns 
Reeearoh Assistant 

line lo sure 

MOtanr 



Dear Dr. Thomas  : 

513-B 
Tuie Lake Project 
Newell, Cal. 
March 21, 1945 

Several clays ago I sent off part of my daily journal o n the 
registration issue. I hope it reached you safely. I am no w writ-
ing up a report on the whole affair, and hope that I may get it 
in your hands before long. 

I received via Bob some of my notes on the early meetings on 
the registration issue. Thank you for sending them back . As for 
the rest of the material, I now begin to question the wi sdom of 
what I have done in sending them down to you. My thought wa s that 
since I shall be making a series of stop-offs between h ere and 
Chicago, it would be incon v enaent and undesirable for me to pack 
that material around with me. I shall not need that mat erial im-
mediately, but would it be possible for you to hold it unt il such 
time as I may require it and then have it sent out by expre ss? 
I imagine it' may be expensive, .but it may be better that  way than 
to lose the material in the course of my wanderings. 

it 
I have talked to Naj about writing up the farm report, bu t 

is, as you say, difficult to get him interested in writin g qxlj-
thing. On the other hand, Kay was rather receptive to the idea , 
and suggested that he might wiite up what he knows if he has his 
notes at hand. In Kay's case, he feels that his participati on in 
the research has brought an entirely new interest into h is life, 
and he declared, "Now, I find that 1 have to write down some thing 
everyday. I see a lot of• things I didn't see before." Kay a nd 
Keiko are planning to leave here very shortly, end it may be that 
he will not have the time to write at his new farm job, but if 
anything Kay is dependable so I would say he is the better g amble 
than Naj in this matter. Given a rather simple outline wi thout 
too many abstract questions involved, I think Kay could do the 
trick. He's a remarkably intelligent fellow. It may also  help 
him to have a few typical reports to look over so that he mi ght 
get an idea of what is wanted. If the plan is agreeabl e, I shall 
also make suggestions to him. Kindly send back one copy o f Kay's 
material. 

Morton's report on the Geneva Convention and the Nationa lity 
Act raises some interesting questions. Since the Sena te Investi-
gating Committee is now demanding segregation of the " loyal" and 
the "disloyal", I suppose segregation will come to pass. I n that 
event the questions about international status in the min ds of the 
people may become even more critical. 

A few days ago I met Mr. Marks from Washington and he told me 
that as far as he knew Mr. Holland of the Employment Divisi on had 
taken up my case to see that it goes'through leave clearanc e on. 
schedule. He mentioned about some documents that were miss ing for 

Hoy'& sent to this office. However, I haven't heard from which the 



the leave T s office yet, and when Michi and. I saw Mr. Huycke yes-
terday he declared that he hadn't heard aboiit our clearance yet 
end couldn't do more than to send a memo to the Washington office. 

We hope we shall hear in the next few days. 
* 

The other question has to do with the program in Chicago. Do 
vou think we should plan on being there for several month s or only 
for a, short while? I personally would like to spend abo ut five or 
six months in one place so that I may settle down to collect m a-
terial. There is also the question of the amount of baggage we 
should'take along, for if we are to return shortly to a re location 
center, we should*travel with a minimum of baggage. 

There  ere  very few new developments right now. Jacoby in-
forms us that Dillon Myer has instructed the pro.iect . mot to pick 
up the four hundred fellows who failed to register. Outg uess is 
that the reason is to prevent adverse public opinion aga inst the 
WRA, Presumably, he too may be thinking in terms of eventual seg-
regation, A notice also appeared in yesterday's Dispat ch that' 
anyone desiring to change his registration from a "No" to "fes" 
on" question 28 may do so. This too seems to fit into the gen eral 
picture of segregation that we are assuming. 

I shall let you know as soon as. our ̂ leave clearance a rrives. 

Best wishes to W. I. 

Sincerely yours, 



HHH 11 

QUESTIONS from Prank Miyamoto 

1. There is talk here that aliens detained in a camp for  more 
than six months are to be considered "prisoners of war"  according 
to the Geneva Conf. What truth is there in this? 

2. Could the Japanese evacuees be interpreted as "pris oners of 
war" and thereby have themselves considered under that cl ause in the 
Geneva Treaty of 1926? This is apart from the desirabil ity of having 
themselves so considered. 

3. What obligations does the United States have to Jap anese evacu-
ees, especially theaLiens, if their status brings them under the 
operation of this Treaty? 

4. Will the Japanese evacuees, especially the aliens, be c onsider-
ed prisoners of war" if they refuse to declare their allegi ance to 
the U.S. and foreswear their allegiance to the emperor o f Japan? 

5. What will be the status of Nisei who answer "No" to the que s-
tion: "Do you swear your allegiance to the United States  of America 
and agree to foreswear allegiance to the emperor of Japan , and to 
any other foreign organization, state, or power?" What i s their 
status if they also repatriate? What if they have dual s tatus? 
What if they have only American citizenship? 

6* The evacuees have repeatedly tried to bring about the int erven-
tion of the Spanish Ambassador in their relations with the  Government. 
What is likely to be his future position in relation to th e evacuees 
if the bulk of the evacuees have refused to declare their  allegiance 
to the U.S. and even repatriate? 

i 
7. If the evacuees demand to have themselves considered "p risoners 

of war" though they are not yet so considered, what steps may they 
take to get themselves so considered? 

8. How much may the evacuees take with them at the time o f depor-
tation if they repatriate? What are the chances of exc hange of 
"prisoners" during the process of war? 

9. What penalties may be legally applied to Citizen Japa nese who 
refuse to declare their allegiance or to foreswear alle giance to the 
emperor of Japan during wartime? What is likely to be the ir position 
if they do not repatriate and attempt to remain in this coun try after 
the war? 



March 23,1943 

Dear Frank, 

The enclosed Just arrived* Will you. please take the 
matter up vlth Mr* Coverley? 0 r, if you will write me aon~ 
firming in detail the new arrangement you want» I will mys elf 
write to Mr* Coverley* Xn ease you want to do it yourself« 
I am enclosing a copy of my letter to Marks dated February 11, 
but would appreciate having it back for my files* 1 think 
your possible return should be made part of the Indefinite l eave» 
for it is quite possible that you will want to follow-up on 
Tule Lake when things settle down again* Anyway, let me kno w 
just precisely what you want me to propose, and X think we  will 
havs no trouble, as Mr* Coverley has always been most coop erative* 

Sincerely yours, 



Maroh 24,1943 

Dear ?rank, 

Tour letter of March 21st just arrived. Tour daily journa l 
arrived, and WI and Z have been reading it in the evenings * It is 
full of Important and interesting observations* I look forward to 
getting your report. By the way, send fewer pages per envelope 
when you send manuscript, as things are arriving now almos t torn to 
pieces* The quality of paper has undoubtedly deteriorate d* 

Z am delighted that Kay is receptive to the idea of writing 
the report, and Z should be grateful if you would guide hi m in this 
A simple report is all that is necessary* Z think you know  my 
ideas about it pretty well by this time, and your sug gestions would 
certainly be welcome* 

Z am damned discouraged about the red tape in WRA le ve 
clearance. Today Z had a wire from Spencer saying Jlhe o nly way 
to get action was to write to Holland* This Z did, and sen t you 
a copy. Then, on the last mail today, along came an officia l 
request fro a recommendation for you from the office in T ule *»ake 
(to be sent to Dillon Myer)* Since Z had already sent on e in 
on February 23, Z simply sent the carbon with a covering le tter* 
Morton suggested that * add "My high opinion of M P t  Miyamoto has 
not changed during the past month*" But  1  decided just to let it 
go* Z had to write the letter three times about Mieh and An ne* 
How can they exnect to get their relocation program under  way when 
this is the way they behave? Z sent all communications airma il 
special delivery so maybe we will get some action* 

All this is very confusing indeed* He your question on 
time to be spent in various places, Z agree that a considerab le 
period in ono place is highly desirable* And Z wrote you yes-
terday with some specific suggostions about what could be beat 
cut out or deferred* 

We are definitely not coming to T u ie I*ake until about the 
fifteenth of April. Since we will see you and I'oaJ so soon any-
way, it is not necessary to see you now* Z have an SSRQ mee ting 
in Klamath falls on the 17th* On the 15th, Z will discuss wit h 
Evelyn the statistical materials, which Myer has finally  agreed to 
release to  feJEM?  us provided I would agree not to break the promise 
I had made to Bmbree( believe it or not, that is what he a skedt) 
and we shall devote the 16th to Jimmy and his problems, an d will also 
confer with Kay if he is still there* 

sxpect to hear from you soon about my earlier communicati ons* 

Tours, 



513-B, Tule Lake Project 
Newell, California 
March 25, 1943 

Dear Dr. Thomas: 

T have your letter of the 83rd and the enclosed correspo nd-
ence from  .Mr".  Robertson of the leaves office. I'm sorry to hear 
that the FBI has not yet cleared us and hope that indefini te leave 
for us will arrive .soon. 

However, yesterday a very strange thing happened which en ables 
us to go as far as Minidoka or Salt Lake City. You'll remem ber 
that when we previously pianned on a conference in Sal!? L ake City 
on the first of April,"Mr. Coverly arranged to gain temporar y 
leaves for the Shibutanis, Sakoda, and ourselves. That le ave or 
travel permit came in just two days ago because we'd faile d to 
cancel the order. The travel permit enables both the Shibu tanis 
and ourselves to get as far.as Salt LCake City, and in Tom and 
Tomi* s case, fortunately, they have 3]g.ready receiv ed their in-
definite leave and they can go on from there to Chicago. I n our 
case, the indefinite leave has not yet arrived, but on th e strength 
of this permit we can stay out for 30 days, and then get a nother 
30 day extension, if necessary. 

In discussing the question with Mr. Huycke, it was decided 
that Jiichi and I should leave on April 1st, with Tom and  Tomi, 
for Salt Lake City. Michi and S would ljpn stop off a t Minidoka 
for three weeks, according to our schedule, and in the mea ntime 
it's hoped that our indefinite leave will arrive. Tom and Tomi would 
go on to Salt Lake Qity, detour to Topaz for a day or two, and con-
tinue on to Chicago as per schedule. Hence, we are definit ely 
leaving for Minidoka on April 1st, and hope to meet you in Salt 
Lake City three weeks later, unless our Indefinite leave st ill 
does not arrive by that time. 

Here are the details of my plan: 

1. Leave Tule Lake at 10:00 a.m. on Thursday, April 1st , for 
the Minidoka Project using the travel permit arranged for 
the now cancelled Salt Lake City conference. This grant s 
us thirty days leave, with the possibility of getting a 
thirty day extension. 

2. We shall spend three weeks in Minidoka in the meantime  await-
ing our indefinite leave from V/ashington. It" is hoped , how-
ever, that that will give sufficient time for Washing ton to 
clear us. 

3. Stop over at Salt Lake City to confer with you and Tamie 
TsuchiyaiBia. 

4. i M a k e a ten day visit to Denver to confer with Dr. 
Yanaga. 

5. Arrive in Chicago about the first or second week in Ma y. 



Does all this sound satisfactory to you? If it Ts all tight 
it may not be necessary for you to write Mr. Covérly. There is 
one point I have not touched upon, that is, the question of re-
turning to this project. If possible, I should prefer to arrange 
a study in Minidoka rather than here; or possibly at Topa z. The 
suspicion that has been aroused among the people over t his regis-^ 
tration issue makes it difficult to carry on any intensiv e investi-
gation, 'and it is difficult to explain to a rural people the sig-
nificance of any kind of research. Moreover, Michi has b uilt up 
something of an aversion to the people here and an unsett led^con-
dition on her part disturbs my capacity for work. Do you thi nk 
the matter of continuing the research in the relocation ce nters 
might be left indefinite for the time being? 

I imagine that Goverly could put the heat on Washington if 
he desired. However, since the matter is now in the han ds of the 
F3Ï I doubt that it will be necessary to push the question just 
now! My understanding is that whenever the WRA itself clears an 
individual and passes on the records to the other agenci es, it does 
so only when tireV/RA. is fairly certain of the man being acc epted, 
and the other agencées never reject their nominations. 

I met Mr. Marks when he came through here not so long ag o 
and he told me that my application had been transferred fr om 
Student Relocation to the Employment office. Mr. Marks decl ared 
that Mr. Holland had taken the thing up immediately an d sent on 
the records to the other departments, though there were  some docu-
ments missing f œ which the* office hesre had to send on. I f eel 
reasonably sure that our leave should be here any da y, and it may 
arrive even before we get away from this project. 

I hope this clears up things for you. Best wishes. 

incerely y oui 



ü o ^ O l 
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March 29, 1943 

Mr* Frank Miyamoto 
513-B 
Tula Lake Relocation Project 
Hewe11, California 

Dear Frank: 

I was glad to get your letter of March 25. I am sure 
we will have your indefinite leave In hand by the end of the 
month, »o donU worry about that* Will you please let me 
know immediately what your address In Minidoka will be? I 
have asked Miss Barrett to wire me about the renewal of your 
fellowship and will, of course, wire you« «•J* 
un that he asks ua to come to Denver rather than Salt Lake City 
for a conference. I assume this will make no difference to y ou, 
and In fact may be an advantage. Since Tamie Is the only ethe r 
person to be considered,  JC  will write her today. This would 
mean that W «X* and  X would ao to Chicago by Denver and that  we 
would stop off there for a few days for a small conference wit h 
vou Yanaza and Tamie. You would then decide whether it woul d 
be to your advantage to stay for another longer period in I>«ayer 
or whether it might not be Just as well to go on to Chicago wit h 
us so if you are willing Just cut Salt Lake City out of your 
itinerary. 

Spencer ! s last letter said something about Spicer being 
in Minidoka. Spicer Is an anthropologist who is working wit h 
Leiffhton, and Leighton's last letter Indicated that he h ad 
loaned him to Embree for a while. I have asked Spencer t o 
Five  me a line on the situation and I will write you immediate -
fv about it. Spicer is a very fine person and a good anthro-
pologist. I liked him very much, and the same is true of Tami e. 
Spencer says that Leighton is not expected to return to Po ston, 
so it looks as if we have a clear field there, and I must s ay 
that Tamie is doing absolutely first-rate work and isreaso nably 
happy there. So it is quite important that we all get togeth er 
to have a little discussion of our mutual plans. 

Regarding your return to Tule Lake; I agree completely 
that the matter of continuing your research in the Reloca tion 
Centers should be left indefinite for the time being, but I 
think it might be well for you to have some understanding w ith 
Mr. Coverley that you could return if you want to. It would 
also be wise to have a similar agreement with the ̂ oject 
Director at Minidoka since, curiously, these things see m to be 
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arranged locally and not through Washington. 

I can imagine how happy you are that you are about to 
be on your way, and I certainly look forward to seeing you. 

With  regards  to Hichl, 

Sincerely yours. 

DSTsmvr 

Dorothy Swaine Thomas 



April 8, 1943 

Dear frank 9 

L W M �n o r m ; u t l y i nterested in  your account of  your trip to 
Minidoka.  I should have real i sed, but didn't, how sensitive 
you and the other« would bo to first contaots with "Sauo aslans" 
on the outside for the first time in almost a year. Tour lett er 
gives a  Tory vivid impression and is a valuable human document. 
I suggest  you all keep taking notes on  your reactions for it 
will be interesting to see how long it takes to become 
reestabl i shed p eye ho logically'. 

X had a short note from Laura Barrett about the fellowshi p and 
she tellss me that the Council has postponed aotlon until" 
after you ha to discussed your program with Dean Bedfield in 
Chicago. Haturally I was a little disappointed (and X suppose 
you are too) that no immediate action was taken. But on th e 
basis of past  Kxpsxftftatx  experience both  If.  X. and I feel 
that this is not an abnormal decision and that it is nat ural 
that you should discuss your program in advance with th e Chicago 
people since you are going to carry out a good deli of your 
work there, iron previous  KKxxexsfttXs  communications with 
Laura, I know the general attitude is very favorable towor ds you 
and your program. We will have a chance to discuss the whol e 
thing in Denver, before you see Redfield. And even if 
anything goas sour (whioh 2 do not believe will be the case 
at all), I want you to know that we will take you on as a reg ular 
member of the Study's staff and will consider it an honor  to do 
so. So don't worry about the situation and let's see what 
happens in Chicago'. 

Regarding your indefinite leave clearance, I got no rep ly to 
my letter of March 24 to Mr. Holland. X wired him on April 2 
and still had no reply. Meantime, X had a letter from Mr. 
Shlrrell offering all possible cooperation and so X wired him 
and asked whether he could expidlte your and Charlie's 
leave clearances. X received an immediate reply by telegram 
saying that he had instructed Tule Lake and Gila to giv e 
both of you your releases without delay. 

On the strength of Mr. Shlrrell's telegram, X went ahead 
and bought tickets for my trip. We arrive in Denver on 
the morning of May 4 and leave there on the evening of th e 
sixth. That gives us three days for a conference with you , 
Tanaga, and Tamle Tsuchiyama, if you can plan to be ther e 
bn the morning of the £&kx fourth. As soon as Tanaga tells 
me about hotels, X will let you know.^lt occurs to me that 



in  viet?  of  the fellowship situation,  you nay want to go along 
to  Chicago  with us* If to, get  reservations  for  the  City 
of Denver leaving Denver  on May 6 at ttxax 6t00 P[ It, and 
arriving  in  Chicago  the next morning* Zt it rather 
important that you get  reservations  for thit train  well 
in advance« 

I am muoh interested in your eompariton between Minidoka a nd Tule 
lake« In regard to ins suggestion® for investigation, I thin k 
it would be well to make a comparative analytfts of the poli tical 
situation, if possible, including the formal political 
organisation (with special reference to the rolw of the Ztte i) and 
voluntary political associations (including various pre ssure 
groups)« X tent jess tinders teperate cover today a copy o f 
Bob Spencer*t report on Pressure Groupe at Sila« Thit pxwxw nrx 
report indicates a very extreme development at Gila which 
in many retpeott hat no counterpart at Tule Lake'« Tou will 
note, of courte, that Spencer utet the term "pressure groupe 11  

in far too loote and inolutive manner, but I think you will 
agree that he hat made many important obtervationt« 

Incidentally, you mutt be oraeful at Minidoka that you do no t 
give the impretsion that the University it making *a study " 
there, for Z don 1t want to run into any trouble with Smbree« 
X have given the tame warning to Tamie who hat decided to go 
to Granada for a few weekt to make tome follow up of the Santa  àm 
Anita  group«  Zt thould be perfectly clear that I can't control 
either of you when you are on your own and making tooial 
vititt, but it goet without taying that Z will be happy to 
tee the reeultt of your labor« 

Z received the Klbei pottert that you tent and wat Interested 
to noté that the reeolution wat almott word for word the on e that 
appeared in the Topat Timet« Z have tent you a copy of that issue 
of the Topas Times, since X had a duplicate« Do you have 
any explanation for manner in which the Tule Lake-Topaz co ntact war 
made? Z atlo tent you an excerpt from Tamie't letter about 
the radio broadoaett at Potton« The ditcrepency in time it very 
interetting (10 A« IT* in TuXeg 2 A® 11« in  Pot ton)'« 

Z have heard nothing from Tom yet but attume he mutt have 
reached Ohicago« W« Z'« and Z are looking forward eagerly to 
teeing you and Miohl toon* 
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2. In any event the company shall not be liable for damages for mistakes or delays'in the transmission or delivery, or for the non-delivery, of any message, whether 
caused by the negligence of its servants or otherwise, beyond the sum of five thousand dollars, at which amount each message is deemed to be valued, unless a greater 
value is stated in writing by the sender thereof at the time the message is tendered for transmission, and unless the repeated-message rate is paid or agreed to be paid, 
and an additional charge equal to one-tenth of one percent of the amount by which such valuation shall exceed five thousand dollars. 

3. The company is hereby made the agent of the sender, without liability, to'forward this message over the lines of any other company when necessary to reach 
its destination. 

4. Domestic messages and Incoming cable messages will be delivered free within one-half mile of the company s office in towns of 5,000 population or less, 
and within one mile of such office in other cities or towns. Beyond these limits the company does not undertake to make delivery, but will, without liability, at the sen-
der's request, a3 his agent and at his expense, endeavor to contract for him for such delivery at a reasonable price. 

5. No responsibility attaches to this company1 concerning messages until the same are accepted at one of its transmitting offices; and if a message is sent to such 
office by one of the company's messengers, he acts for that purpose as the agent of the sender. 

6. The company will not be liable for damages or statutory penalties in any case where the claim is not presented in writing within sixty days after the message 
, Is filed with the company for transmission. , . 
V 7. It is agreed that In any action by the company to recover the tolls for any message or messages the prompt and correct transmission and delivery thereof shall be 
' presumed, subject to rebuttal by competent evidence. ' 

8. Special terms governing the transmission of messages according to their classes, as enumerated below, shall apply to messages in each of such respective classes 
In addition to all the foregoing terms. _ __ 

9. No employee of the company is authorized to vary the foregoing. THE WESTERN UNION TELEGRAPH COMPANY 
INCORPORATED 

R. B. WHITE, PRESIDENT 

CLASSES OF SERVICE 

TELEGRAMS 
A full-rate expedited service. 

NIGHT MESSAGES 
Accepted up to 2:00 A.M. at reduced rates to be sent during the night and deliv-

ered not earlier than the morning of the ensuing business day. 
Night Messages may at the option of the Telegraph Company be mailed at des-

tination to the addressees, and the Company shall be deemed to have discharged 
its obligation in such cases with respect to delivery by mailing such night messages 
at destination, postage prepaid. 

DAY LETTERS * 
A deferred day service at rates lower than the standard telegram» rates as fol-

lows: One and one-half times the standard night letter rate for the transmission 
of 50 words or less and one-fifth of the initial rates for each additional 10 words 
or less. SPECIAL TERMS APPLYING TO DAY LETTERS: 

In further consideration of the reduced rate for this special Day Letter service, 
the following special terms in addition to those enumerated above are hereby 
agreed to: 

A. Day Letters may be forwarded by the Telegraph Company as a deferred 
service and the transmission and delivery of such Day Letters is, in all respects, 
subordinate to the priority of transmission and delivery of regular telegrams. 

B. This Day Letter is received subject to the express understanding and agree-
ment that the Company does not undertake that a Day Letter shall be delivered 
on the day of its date absolutely, and at all events; but that the Company's obliga-
tion in this respect is subject to the condition that there shall remain sufficient 
time for the transmission and delivery of such Day Letter on the day of its date 
during regular office hours, subject to the priority of the transmission of regular 
telegram* under the conditions named above. 

NIGHT LETTERS 
Accepted up to 2:00 A.M. for delivery on the morning of the ensuing business 

day, at rates still lower than standard night message rates, as follows: The stand-
ard telegram rate for 10 words shall be charged for the transmission of 50 words 
or less, and one-fifth of such standard telegram rate for 10 words shall be charged 
for each additional 10 words or less. 

SPECIAL TERMS APPLYING TO NIGHT LETTERS! 
In further consideration of the reduced rates for this special Night Letter serv-

ice, the following special terms in addition to those enumerated above are hereby 
agreed to: 

Night Letters may at the option of the Telegraph Company be mailed at desti-
nation to the addressees, and the Company shall be deemed to have discharged 
its obligation in such cases with respect to delivery by mailing such Night Letters 
at destination, postage prepaid. 

FULL RATE CABLES 
An expedited service throughout. Code language permitted. 

DEFERRED HALF-RATE CABLES 
Half-rate messages are subject to being deferred in favor of full rate messages for 

not exceeding 24 hours. Must be written in plain language. 

CABLE NIGHT LETTERS 
An overnight service for plain language communications, at one-third the full 

rate, or less. Minimum of 25 words charged for. Subject to delivery at the conven-
ience of the Company within 24 hours. 

SHIP RADIOGRAMS 
A service to and from ships at sea, in all parts of the world. Plain language or code 

language may be used. 
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Reason for requesting appointmenti 

Miyamoto hae collaborated on the Kvacuation and Resettlem ent 
Study toot the past year while holding a Social Science He aearoh 
Council Fellovehlp« He la resigning hla Fellowship on July 1, 1943, 
In order to become a full-»time member of our staff* Be Is hi ghly 
qualified, both by training and experience, to fill this position* 

Miyamoto has had  rigid training in eoelologleal theory and 
techniques of investigation at the University of Chicago, w here ha 
has passed hla qualifying examinations for tne Ph.3D. He has held 
a position on the sociological faculty at the University o f Washing-
ten* Xh the opinion of the sociological faculty at Chicago, and of 
hla colleagues at Seattle, (see attached ooplea of reeoemen oatlona 
to the Social Science Research Council) Miyamoto la an out standing 
scholar and research man* 

On the baa is of the work he hae done during the past year, 
.1 concur strongly in these opinions« 

Miyamoto baa had to work very such on hla own In an extra* 
ordinarily difficult situation during the past few months* Be has 
developed beyond  xsqr expectation, and the work that he is doing now, 
In  ay opinion, exceeds the promise indicated in his earlier wo rk« 
fie has shown outstanding ability In "participant obeervatl on«* 
Life on a relocation project hae certainly presented an ass emblage 
of facta," and Miyamoto hae demonstrated unueual graep of t he 
significant among these facta, and has organised and analy sed them 
in a wholly satisfactory way« He has already prepared sect lo ne 
amounting to several hundred pa gee of typed manuscript* So me of 
theee sections are quite preliminary, and have many gapa t hat must 
be filled in  by further observation* Miyamoto Is critical of hla 
oen work, and recoil lace most of what X would call defects before 
I have  a chance to point them out to him* He makes plana con-
tinuously and realistically for overcoating theee defe cts« But this 
keenly critical approach doee not. aa often happens to oth er social 
scientists interfere with hla productivity« X have no do ubt that 
his reeearoh drive will continue, even in the face of adve rse 
external olrcunatancca« 

Miyamoto la uniquely qualified for the work we are planning 
for the next year. l«e* the investigation of the institut ional re* 
organisation and individual readluetmente of thoee perso ns of 
Japanese ancestry who were forced to evacuate from the He at Coaat 
and are net resettling, mainly in the Middle West* He has sp ent 
the peat year in an Assembly Center and Relocation Project,  and 
thus la thoroughly familiar with the background and expe riences of 
the resettling  evacuees *  He speaks Japaneae and la thoroughly 
familiar with Japaneae aa well aa American culture pa tterns* 
Finally, hla personality la admirably suited to the type o f inter-
viewing and investigation that we expect of him« 



fciyaxaoto la without quoation on« of tha boot sraduato 
�tudanta with whom I  hiivo had  contact. Bo haa qualitioa that will. 
I balioYO, load to outstanding contribution® to tho aoolal aolonooa. 



5200 Hyde Park Blvd. 
Chicago, Illinois 
April 10, 1943 

The Rt. Hon. Dr. Archie Shotaro F.M. and the missesu 
Minidoka Concentration Camp 

Dear peoples, 

Greetings from the breezy city. What a hell of a place! Ever yone 
we talked to on the way told us that they felt sorry for us beca use we 
were heading for a dirty, filthy dump and by god no one wa a exaggerating 
either. No kidding, Mich, the housecleaning job is just as b ad or worse 
than the hell hole we just got out of. 

How goes everything in the Jap camp? How is Minidoka? How a re the 
folks? Made some observations in Topaz that might be of int erest. I'd 
like to check notes with the Dr. to see what's what. Any news ? How 
about letting us know about your whereabouts, so we can st art insulting 
you without fear of somebody else reading the letter. 

As you jbrobably gathered from the card we dashed off so mewhere 
between Salt Lake and North Platte, we were held up in S.L.C . for five 
days—no reservations at all. We were lucky to get ours in such a brief 
period. The stay was unusually pleasant and we really enjo yed ourselves 
We have some swell friends there—who incidentally are anxi ous to show 
off their Mormom hospitality when you hit the place—and the town in 
general is a nice dump. Visited Topaz for two days and talked to some 
of ray agitator friends there. Got the lowdown en the people shipped 
in there from Hawaii—Kibeis who had returned from Japan wi thin a year 
or so before Dec. 7 and arrested on the black day and held ev er since. 
Talked to the guy who is block manager of the outfit—very inte resting. 
Everyone in Topaz is surprised when they hear that the Hawai ians held 
up the nisei front in Tule. 

Salt Lake.City presented a very interesting situation. The popu-
lation (Jap and keto) had changed because of the war work th ere and 
consequently there is much conflict between the slow, pr ovincial natives 
and the newcomers. Typical comment of the Calif, boob Nisei , "These 
guys around here are slow as hell. They don't know how to or ganize. 
All the Nisei leaders are Californians." The feeling of th e Salt Lake 
Nisei is one of resentment to the supercilious attitude of the Calif, 
assholes. We stayed over one night with a SLC family because we coul-
dn't find a hotel that was open—very nice, even though it was a slum 
house. You ought to take a good look around. I frankly thi nk it would 
be a much better area for a study than Chicago. I felt much more at 
home there—probably because it's a slow town (much more my speed} and 
because I have many friends there. These Chicago basta rds get me. 
The boys are smooth, but . . . . (if it weren't for Mich, I'd w rite more 

Met a prof at the U. of Utah who claimed he was making a st udy of 
the Jap situation in S.L. When he learned I was with Dorothy Thomas, 
he went into a discussion of the "anthropological" and t he "sociological 



methods and how they could never get together, etc., etc. What the hell, 
he gave us the same stiff we get in the textbooks on technique s of research 
and was I disgusted. To him, the only thing a sociologist cou ld do is 
to make a survey with scheddles! He's an awfully nice guy,  though. I 
hope you get to talk to him. I'll warn you; he'll do all the talk ing. 
Very pleasant and very unlike Ichi.—talks about things ot her than himself. 

When you hit Salt Lake, I wonder if you could call up some of t hese 
people. Please don't hesitate to call them because I've tak en the liberty 
of telling them that you were^oming and that you were nice p eople and 
all that sort of thing and they will be hurt if you don't let them know 
when you breeze in. Of course, if you have other plans, O.K., b ut both 
Tomi and I are sure that you will like these kids and that yo u can get 
the lowdown from them and can get all the necessary introd uctions to 
anyone else you want to see. You might contact just one of thes e people 
and ask them to get the rest if you want to. Would suggest Kazu e Tanabe, 
since she was in Tule and would recognize you when she saw yo u. Remem-
ber her? She used to work for Jimmy. Smart little lid. 

1) Miss Reiko Urabe, 939 Diestel Road, tel— 5-5679. 
The extremely well-adjusted gal who went through so 
much. Had to work her way through everything. Got 
a job to teach math in Idaho. Extremely intelligent— 
as you will probably gather—and a damn swell kid. 

2} Miss Kazue Tanabe, 20 South 13th East, tel— 5-4089. 
A parlor pink. Always "disgusted with the apathy of 
the Nisei". Worked with Jim in T.L. and knows all 

% about the study. Like Reiko she promised me she would 
write up something for us. She knows the other radicals 
around there. 

3) Miss Helen Miyoshi (other gals know her address). Gra d. 
student in Social Welfare. One of the smartest gals to 
get out of Cal—not in grades but otherwise. Very so-
ciable and popular gal—knows the ropes around there. 
Can tell you plenty. 

4J Mr. Elmer Smith, asso. prof, of Anthro., U. Utah. Not 
much but interesting. Has some dope you might be in-
terested in. 

5) Mr. Bert Smith (Kazue knows him well). Just met the guy 
on the campus. Only a junior in Utah but he reads Mead 
and talks about him all the time. I don't know, but he 
seems to know something about Mead. You might like to 
talk to him. He's very interested in the Jap situation. 

If you should got to Topaz and want to get around fast, I would 
suggest that you see the following guys: Bob Iki (former Y. D. and a 
guy with a lot of pull in the ad. He can get you around camp fas t and 
can "feell you anything he knows—he is very cooperative). Jimmy Hirano 
(head of all the block managers and one of the pro-Axis boys-- level headed 
variety—in the camp. Very good friend of mine and will tell you any-
thing he knows, which is plenty. Can get you car^, board and room.) 



From these two guys you can get two points of view of what 1s going on 
in Topaz. Another man to see is Toby Ogawa, head of the coop the re. 
Very keen and cool young fellow. He's too much a business m an to see 
the human side of civilization but he's nonetheless a s well guy. He 
likewise knows which way the wind blows in Topaz. I frankly think that 
Hirano is the best man in spite of his views, because he's so l evel-
headed. The other fellows are biased and they let their bia ses color 
their views too much. Jimmy's a very fine fellow. 

By the way, Bob Iki took me in to see Ennst. The old boy was 
very nice. He seemed to understand the situation in camp ve ry well. 
He was very sympathetic and friendly. Left Delta on the same train 
with M m and noticed that he was more than friendly with all t he 
colonists leaving there. Hirano later told me that Ernst di dn't 
understand how the camp felt until the registration, when it  became 
obviouŝ jj,. It seemed that registration was the only troub le they 
ever had in Topaz and it seems to have blown over quite we ll. People 
with different views are working together and cooperating as before. 
One fellow, a Kibei, came up to me and said, "I can't leave camp,you 
know. I registered 'no' 'no'. But I wish you all the luck in th e 
world." That seems to be the spirit in the place. What a contra st 
to T.L. Ernst told me that every single Issei in the camp re gistered 
"yes" to the revised question 28! 

Incidentally, if you want to hit Salt Lake, you had better ma ke 
your reservations toute suite» The trains are crowded an d so are the 
hotels. The conductor told me tha trains were more crowde d during the 
week than over the weekends because of greater civilian trav el. If 
you travel by coach or tourist, you'll be lucky if you can ge t a seat 
together. Tomi and I got one on the way from Salt Lake to Delta but 
had to sit apart or in the rest rooms on the other trips. Pullma n 
space costs more but it might be worth it. Intermediate is onl y about 
7 or 8 bucks from S.L.C. to Chicago. Make all reservations we ll in 
advance. For hotels, I would suggest either Hotel Utah or Ho tel Temple 
Square in Salt Lake. They are first class but have moder&Ae  prices— 
about $3.50 and $4. for a double room with bath. We stayed at Hotel 
Peery, which was O.K. but a little old and dirty. Couldn't ge t into 
a good place. When you ask for a hotel reservation, you had b etter 
ask them to wire a reply collect because they have so many req uests 
for uecervations that they take them first come first serv e anyway. 

Some bad news I just happened to think of. It's been bothering 
me ever since we got here. The first thing we saw upon our arri val 
was one of the packages that we mailed on the day that we s ent out 
our books. It was marked "Damaged in Fire in San Francisco . . . " 
and it was soaked wet. It happened to fee a kettle and was undam aged, 
but I can well imagine what might have happened to the books. They 
weren't insured either. None of the books have arrived yet and are 
long overdue. If the fire got them, that means that all my book s are 
lost—including the Polish Peasant (W.I.'s copy)—and tha t all your 
good books are gone. The thought of it just about knocked t he wind 
out of me after a tiring trip and I didn't feel good all day. So me 
of them might come yet. I'm going to write Dr. Thomas to see wh ether 
some of them are still around even if in damaggd conditio n and just 
lacking identity. Keep your fingers crossed. I feel sick. 



Things are kind of scarce in Chicago, but the food prices ar en't 
BO high. We have eaten, out in restaurants quite a bit but  the prices 
we have paid aren't much higher than they were before evacua tion. We 
are going out tomorrow and we'll find out how high the Sund ay prices 
are. The place isn't as full of soldiers as we had thought  although 
of course we haven't been out on a Sunday yet. There seem to be quite 
a few Nisei soldiers around. The other people seem to thi nk we are 
Chinese. All the way across and here the people are very kind to us 
and then start talking about Mme. Chiang or some friend who w as a China-
man. The real test hasn't come yet. The Japs haven't organi zed around 
here yet except religiously. Tomorrow we have a date to go to a Jap 
church meeting. No one has a list of all the Japs around here— haven't 
seen the Friends Service people or Shirrell yet—will do so Monday or 
Tuesday. The I.C. train is only a few blocks away—can get aro und 
pretty fast. Just getting the hang of the dump. Everyone a round here 
is so damn businesslike that if you don't watch out you'll g et knocked 
over. Jesus Christ, we don't get any time to wander around o ut here. 
What a hell of a dump. Intend to see Redfield within a few day s. 
Saw the university today—what a dirty hole! Can't imagine t hat a 
great center of learning could be housed in such a dirty, filthy, foul 
hole. O&eral impression of Chicago: not much. 

When you feel like pushing the breeze a little, how about l etting 
us know how things go your way. Am just pounding this out—wi ll write 
more carefully when settled down. You ought to see the hug e room they 
gave us—tremendous bay window« to wash. God what filthy ho uses around 
here. Jackson Park is across the street, but it's been too cold to 
get lost in there. 

Well, Mich, don't buy too many clothes out thar; there's ple nty 
in this dump—wowI you ought to see the stuff they have here . Save 
your money, Izzy, Mich's going to go wild when she sees these stores. 
I can see the gleam in Tomi's eyes. Brrrrr. 

Tomi says hi. Let'6 hear from you. 



April 10,1943 

Dear Frank, 

I did a little undercover work, to try to find out why 
action had not "been taken on the fellowship. My "info^na-n t" 
(or should Z say "informer"), Bleanor Ishell writes as fo llows* 

it 

j 
the result of Incidental 
it's quite ok for me to report 

� a no doubt Just as well that it should be 'con-
Quinn said that they were holding Miyamoto's 

for the time being because of-course fellowships a* 
ng and it appeared that his would Just be more 

was quick to say that you were beginning the 

*  Since wha I know of Miyamoto is 
remarks of %uinn McHemar, I think 

you, to you, but 
fi*a*tial,» 
appointment up 
given for tra 
of the same* 
resettlement phase May 1st and that that shou d involve di fferent 
techniques etc.( of-course I don't know anything  about/ l i t but aimed 

possible.) So if there is any way of showing how 
training would be enlarged in scope during another 
tX is the approach to take. 1 really don't think that 

always been 
favor of do in^^ 

field vork( looking after the interests of anthropology, X call V 
itl) But because of the recent review of fellowships which 
left training the one essential, allowing all types of w ork if 
it re involved, S think the committee must have paid great 
attention to that feature. X don't know Just how you can brin g 
the subject up again, but I trust you to devise an »innoce nt' 
method.* 

fcjp he|p if 
Miyamoto's 

that  L 
Redfield was particularly involved, because he has 
tjne one who has wanted to de-emphasize graining in 

work( looking 

I have several reactions to this. In the first place, 
X feel that the Committee really doesn 1t know what it wants. 
£he while history of the Council has been one of indecisi on, 
dissatisfaction with what was being accomplished, seekin g a 
•better way" f  etc. In the second place, you do not need 
"training", in the conventional sease of the term. However, 
Z fall to see how you could got better "tr ining*, in the broa der 
sense than by doing "more of the same*. 

Our procedure, then, is to see whether we can "rationalize" 
your program to fit their terms, »ithout destroying the e ssentials 
of tfce program. Zf we can satisfy both them and us, well an d 
good. tti however, they insist on changes which are not in 
line with the optimum development of your plans, compromise would 
be unwise* ||n that case, you had better come onto the staff 
of the IS and B study in September. Zf Redfield is sym-
pathetic, we may get what we want. Anyway, we will all of us 
think tl̂ is over carefully before meeting him in Chicago. M y 
slight feeling of suspicion towards Redfield is probably un -
warranted. Xt was due to his WRA connection( *t is clear 
that the experiences on this study have made me mildy para noid!) 
Anyway, it is quite clear that we are merely up against a 
technicality, so well see what can be done. 

Xo news from Tom. |»m a little worried, as he is such 
'rhmm 



13-S-A, M  in id  oka P.roject 
Hunt Branch 
SHwin  Falls, Idaho 
April 13, 1943 

Dear Dr. Thoma 

Your airmail letter of April 8 (postmarked 7:30 P. T". in Ber-
keley) arrived here on the afternoon of April 10. The enclo sed 
material from Bob Spencer and the note on Japanese bro adcasts 
by Tamie Tsuchiyama also arrived on the same day. 

received a teletype fromCoverly on April 9th which rea d:: 
"Can issue you and Michiko indefinite leave. Where shal l we mail 
it allowing for mailing time, i.hen did you plan to be in C hicago? 
Shirrell wants to know." I have already written to him, an d we 
should have our indefinite leaves in plenty of time befo re we 
leave this project. It seems that Shirrell is the boy w ho can 
put the pressure on Washington, for I recall that it was- h e who 
turned the trick for someone else down at Tule Lake. 

1< 
,/e snail plan to be in Denver on the morning of M§cy 4, and 

ave with you for Chicago on the same train. I shall make reser-
tions for 1 the trains immediately, but shall w1|at for word from 
laga  and.  you regarding hotels be: 
had thought of visiting- Salt Lai? 
off the main route, I think it 

ore making room reservations, 
e City en route, but since it 
may be wiser for us to reserve 

;hat visit for another time. Tom and Tomi apparently had a bad 
;ime of retting hotel and train reservations there. 

I am sorry to hear that the Council has postponed action 
on the renewal' of the fellowship. However, in view of  your of-
fer to take me on your staff in the event the fellowship is  not 
renewed, I feel no discomfort about the present  indecision, jftvly 
previous contact with Dean Redfield was entirely satis factory 
and I do not anticipate difficulties from him oil that sc ore. 

I have had the opportunity of meeting Ned Spicer and John 
De Young, the WRA. social analyst here, and have had som e interest-
ing discussions with them. My discussions with Spicer hav e been 
particularly fruitful, and I took the liberty of compa ring accounts 
with him on our respective projects though of course I did n ot 
reveal anything of our attempted analyses, nor did he. S picer 
leaves here tomorrow after seeing John Province who is sai d to 
be on the project today. I shall see Dr. Province also. I a gree 
with yo'ur estimate of Spicer that he is a very likeable and intel-
ligent fellow. 

De Young, as his name implies, is still a young fellow (twe nty 
six years), small in stature, but with a good background in  social 
anthropology. He worked with Embree in Hawaii and with Warn er at 
Chicago on one of the latter 1 s studies, and was in the ..ashington 
office of Psychological Warfare (Japanese section) before  coming 



here. He strikes me as a hard worker but a research man w ho has 
a lot to leam by comparison with a man like Spicer. % cont acts 
with De Young has been very friendly, and, in fact, he Embar rasses 
me somevrhat with his willingness to reveal his materials t o me. 
Since he has been on this project less than a month, he ha s rela-
tively little to show as 3 ret, but he 1 s working up a pretty good 
staff of men, including Issei and Eibei so far, and he ma y develop 
a fairly decent stock of material in time. However, his initial 
ambitions and hopes of a thoroughgoing analysis of the pro ject 
are already beinc dampened, as you may well imagine, and  I suspect 
he will enocunter even more disappointments as time goes on. My 
policy in my relationships with him has been to maintain fr iendly 
contacts but not to commit myself on anything, at least o n the 
research level. 

De Young ha3 told me something of the set-up in the Social 
Analysis Section, especially as he got it in Washington  from Embree. 
Among the men who are to work on the staff are.: Morri s Opler, U. 
of Chicago and Reed College, who  villi be at Man z an a r;  „Burnett,  an 
Oregon man; possibly John Rademaker who was nay colleague s tudying 
the Japanese in the Puget Sound area; and a few others who We re 
then still under consideration. The staff evidently w ill include 
anthropologists, sociologists, and what not. Their work  proceeds 
much as ours did, of starting with an over-all picture of  the pro-
ject and working towards problems in the comrminitjr. The tendency 
of the social anthropologist to study cultural forms is ev ident 
in De Young, but it'is also apparent that the administr ation is 
putting pressure on for the analysis of administrative pro blems. 
Moreover, De Young is confronted by suspicion and skepti cism on 
•the part of the administrative staff <M regards to his wo rk. 

The prospects of gathering up an enormous amount of material 
in this way seems to me rather favorable. The section has the ad-
vantage of being;under the WRA, and also is in a positi on to employ 
workers as a part of the iTRA work corp. Some of th^pen l isted seem 
to me of rather high caliber. I can see the possibility of a spirit 
of competition developing among the various studies of th e reloca-
tion centers, and it may become necessary to think in ter ms of es-
tablishing some policy in regard to this relationship. Y ou un-
doubtedly know that Embree is no longer in the Reports ( Information) 
Section, which is now strictly a documents section, but is c oncen-
trating on the research to be done under the Social Ana lysis Sec-
tion. It seems clear that Embree is very anxious to bu ild up ma-
terial on the bejLs of which he may perhaps write a book  on the re-
location centers. I have no fear that our work will in any way be 
nullified by theirs, for we have talents of our own and our material 
up to this point will be far more complete than theirs, but all 
this does place us in a position where we'll have to check o ur ma-
terial even more carefully than hitherto. 

I have carefully avoided giving the impression that the Uni-
versity is making a study here. My main purpose here is declared 
to be a visit to Michi* s folks, though I have admitted int erest 
in the comparative situation between Minidoka and Tule Lak e. I 
feel that this is a logical position for me to take and shoul d not 
incur any hard feelings on Embree Ts part. In fact, I suppose I 



have deliberately tried to give De Young the impression th at I 
am helping him without offering him anything really su bstantial 
precisely for the purpose of creating friendly relation s with 
Smbree whom De Young seems to know very well. Treachery? De 
Tonne himself sought me out on my arrival here. 

ilU' I have not had the opportunity of meeting anyone of the 
ministration yet, but Shafer, the Assistant Project Di rector, has 
extended an invitation to me via Spicer. I did meet Town se nd, 
Community Service head, and Wallach, my brother-in-law s boss in 
the fiscal division, and I think I impressed them favorabl y. In 
this, again, I Stave deliberately worked to promote a "ke en young 
man" impression because it seems to produce dividend s. I shall 
discontinue at this point these eulogies of myself and ac counts 
of my intrigues. 

There is much to say concerning Minidoka, but I shall wr ite 
it up separately. 

Your enclosure of the resolution in the Topaz Times explain s 
a problem that had hitherto been unexplained in my mind. I won-
dered how the Kibei could turn out two such contrasting e xhibitions 
of their English and logic as their first poster and the res olu-
tion. '¿'heir plagiarism, unackrroledged, makes it under standable. 
The rumor around Tule Lake was that some Nisei lawyer had b een 
recruited for the Job on the resolution, but I couldn't ima gine 
who that might be. There are others aspects that now ar e illumi-
nated, but I shall explain all that in the write up. Incid entally, 
my first installment of the Registration Issue will be de livered 
in a day or two. 

The material from Tamie on the Japanese broadaasts is a lso 
very revealing. The morning broadcasts at Tule Lake are a t 9:00 
instead of 10:00 as I earlier indicated, and they are by short 
wave. But the short wave broadcasts seem to go on almost all day, 
whenever it's possible to get it at Tule Lake. I heard one  at 
Jacoby's (this is under the hat) at 10:00 or 11:00 in the evening. 
The long wave broadcast is heard only in the early mornin g by 
radio sets having more than five tubes, Tamie Ts accounts of the 
response to the broadcasts coincide with those at Tule La ke, There 
is evidence of broadcasts received here at Mindioka, b ut this in-
formation seems much less widely known than at Tule Lake , Very 
few persons seem to have short-wave hookups, or do not reve al the 
fact, but at Tule Lake it was almost a general phenomenon, 

I have nothing on the contacts between the Kibeis of Tul e 
Lake and Topaz, But such contacts do not seem surprising for 
there is quite a bit of inter-project exchange of newspa pers. 

We look forward to seeing you and W. I, in Denver. 

Sincerly yours, 



April 16, 1943 

Mr. Prank Miyamoto 
13-6-A Minidoka Project 
Hunt Branch 
Twin Falls, Idaho 

Dear Prank: 

Dorothy  is In Klamath Palls thru 1 the end  of  the 
week. She has a meeting of the Pacific Coast Regional 
Committee of  the Social Science Research Council there 
and,  after that,  will spend several days in conference 
with Jimmy and Bob at Tule Lake. 

I have absolutely nothing to add in the way of 
comment to your letter, except to say that I, as a polit-
ical scientist, would deem you to be a very excellent 
politician! This note, really, is simply to tell you that 
Dorothy*s reply will be postponed until her return. 

Tom's first letter from Chicago Indicates that he 
is now In the depress stage of his cycle, but with some 
mitigating influences. Dorothy took the letter with her 
to Tule Lake, so I cannot give you details, nevertheless, 
it is good to know that Tom has finally arrived. 

Best wishes to you and Hlohl. 

Cordially yours, 

Morton Grodzlns 
Research Assistant 

MGrsmw 



13-6-A, Minidoka Proj 
Hunt Branch 
TwinnFalls, Idaho 
April 16, 1943 

Dear Dr. Thomas: 

Here is the first installment on the Registration Issue 
which I rpomised you some time ago. I find as I write it that 
the material of this problem is 111 digested in my mind and the 
organization of the paper is consequently very bad. The who le 
thing really requires considerable revision to get the me at out 
of the material," but since it is better to get the thing dow n on 
paper before it loses its freshness, I'm sending it on in its 
present form. There is too little time to analyze problems  while 
doing field investigation at the same time. 

Thank i f ou for sending the material from Tsuchiyama and 
Bob Spencer". I haven't had time to go over Bob's material yet, 
but I shall send it back at the earliest possible moment. In-
cidentally, I had an opportunity to go over a section writte n 
by Spacer" on Political Structure in Poston, and this wil l pro-
vide interesting comparative material with Spencer's sect ion as 
well as my own. 

I'm sorry to hear that the SSEC has held up decision on 
the question of renewing my pre-doctoral fellowship. Howev er, 
I hope that we may be able to gain sufficient support from Dr. 
Redfield to see the thing through, although the note from, 
Mrs. Isbell seems to cast doubt on the possibility! 

Michi and I have made reservations on the City of Denver, 
leaving Denver at 5:00 P.I  .  on May 6th, Standard. Our plans are 
to arrive.in Denver on iky 2nd because we wish a little more t ime 
there than would be permitted during our conference. Is t M t sa-
tisfactory? If it is difficult to get hotel rooms over the week 
end, we can change the arrangement. 

I had a long letter from Tom yesterday. You probably have 
heard from him already, but he was delayed in SalE Lake City until 
about the 7th of April because of a lack of train accommodat ions. 
His first reaction to Chicago seems to be unfavorable, bu t I ima-
gine he will get over that." We both suffered an accident when 
some books we sent to Chicago by parcel post were caught in a 
fire on the train somewhere in California. Unfortunately, i n our 
rush to get the things off we failed to insure the packages. I 
haven't heard of the extent of the damages, but  uoexsc  I sent some 
seventy or eighty dollars worth,and they must have gotten ; all wet 
if not completely destroyed. 

I shall write again later. 

incerely yours, 



April 19, 1945 

Mr. Frank Miyamoto 
13-2-D 
Minidoka Project 
Hunt Branch 
Twin Falls, Idaho 

Dear Frank* 

I am enclosing a copy of a letter from Miss Barrett 
which throws further light on the fellowship situation. 

I was certainly glad to get your letter of April 13, 
and to know that everything is clear in regard to the in-
definite leave. Yanaga has made reservations for us at th e 
Hotel Albany. Ho  would  like to meet you at the train, and 
asks that you let him know the name of the train in addit ion 
to the scheduled time of arrival. He says ho can meet you 
any time, except between 2 a.m. and 6 a.m. His address is 
1395 South Milwaukee Street, Denver, Colorado. So I w ish 
you would communicate with him directly. 

I am delighted that you are able to promote the "keen 
young man impression, and I can think of no one who would 
be more likely to be successful in that respect. 

I have just returned from Tule Lake where the situation 
is still quite unsettled. Dillon Myer was there and was t ry-
ing to straight en things out I gathered. Jimmy Is do ing w&ll 
and is willing to stay on as long as he can. Our coming up 
had a good effect on his morale, as I think he might have fe lt 
that with you and Tom leaving, our interest in Tule Lake w ould 
diminish. Kay has terminated his employment, and is going to 
work full-time for us until he leaves the first week In M ay. 
Haj has agreed to help him on the farm report, so I think we 
will really get something this time. George Sakoda Is going 
to prepare a report on the hog farm, so we will pretty so on 
have a relatively complete structural report on Tule Lake. 
There are many things to talk to you about, but I shall wai t 
until we get to Denver. 

Looking forward to seeing you. 

Sincerely yours, 

DSTjmw 

Dorothy Spaine Thomas 
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UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 

EVACUATION AND RESETTLEMENT 
207 GIANNINI HALL 
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 

Dear Morton: 

I received various material which you sent out including 
(a) a carton of my notes and manuscripts, (b) the check from 
the Social Sci. Research Council, (c) the outline for the 
organized groups. Thanks for the trouble. With regard to 
the carton of notes, etc., it seems to me that I had some 
small blue notebooks in the cartons Billigmeier took to you . 
I wonder if they're around the office somewhere, or did 
you send them to Kay Hisatdimi? If you locate them, will you 
send them on to me. 

Dorothy asked me to take care of expressing a carton 
of stuff that she collected during her stay here. They in-
cluded such items as: Sakoda, Shibutani, Spencer and Kiku chi 
reports, some of the mysterious and potent outlines we con -
jured up in our hideout here, and sundry notes of miscel-
laneous character. I've asked the secretary of the depart -
ment to take care of the matter, and I assume the carton 
will be on its way "collect" today. I addressed the carton 
to 338 Giannini. 

God, the way that woman works. Notes, outlines, books, 
ideas, and cigarette stubs piled up in mountains on our 
tables I was reminded of nothing so much as the way we 
were gradually hemmed in during the evacuation by the closi ng 
in of restricted zones , and then the witch stirred the 
mixture^ in a cauldron and drew out the resettlement pha se 
of the study. I shouldn't be sacriligeous, but black magi c 
is black magic, and the curious is driven to try to under-
stand how such a phenomenon takes place. 

Dorothy had arranged to have us take over an office 
vacated by Prof. Perry since our present quarters are as-
signed to Park and Faris. However, after looking over the lay-
out in the other Office, it seemed to me that our present 
office is more suitable to us. I talked to Dean Redfield's 
secretary about it, and she too felt that it would be better 
for us to remain where we are since we might have to clear 
out of Perry's office in another six weeks or so. The only 
difficulty with our present place is that Park may occasio n-
ally return to make claims upon it, but we've promised to 
clear out for whatever period he is here which shouldn't be 
more than two or three weeks out of a year. 

STUDY 

502 Social Sci. 
1126-E. 59th 
Chicago, Illinois 
June 11, 1943 

Research Bldg. 



After D.S. and W. I. left, Tom, Charlie, Togo Tanaka, and I 
met to disouss our plan of operation for the summer camp aign. 
No grand strategy was evolved that will bring about the i mmediate 
defeat of the enemy, but we have agreed upon an initial sta ge 
of softening up the community. We shall individually inf iltrate 
beyond the enemy's lines approaching first those pers ons with 
whom we're acquainted, and shall await further instruc tions from 
HQ, in Berkeley regarding the sampling we should attack. Togo 
suggested that some of us might operate as interviewers i n the 
Friend's office, and since ths suggestion seems a good one , we 
intend to look into it. 

There is nothing else to report from the midwestern fron t 
today. 

I hope D.S. and W.I. were able to get through to Gila. 
Spencer wired Tom regarding the closing down of Phoenix o n the 
day that D.S. left. Tom forwarded the wire to the train, a nd 
I assume it caught up with than. 

Michi and I send our regards to you and your wife. 

Sincerely, 



June 16, 1643 

Mr* Frank Miyamoto 
502 Social Science Research Building 
1126 East 59th Street 
Chicago, Illinois 

Pear Prank: 

We are now back and enjoying a good climate again 
for a change* Morton tells me that you have had a con-
ference already, and are all set in Park's office. I 
hope that Park stays away  from  Chicago permanently. 

This Is  just  a line  to  ask you whether you know a 
girl named Florence ¿atloka who  was recommended  to me by 
Ema Qunther. I think that we have the Gila situation 
temporarily  in hand,  since both  Tamie  and "X" will keep 
an eye on it* But if we can eventually pick up a quali-
fied Nisei, I think we will still have enough money to 
put someone else there. So let me know if you get any 
further bright Ideas. 

01ve my best to Mlchi, and let me know how things 
are getting along. 

Sincerely yours, 

DSTtmw 

Dorothy Swaine Thomas 



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 

EVACUATION AND RESETTLEMENT STUDY 
207 GIANNINI HALL 
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 

6148 S. Greenwood 
Chicago, Illinois 
June 16, 1943 

Dear Dorothy: 

Your letter of June 12th written in Phoenix arrived today . 
I'm glad to know that you conferences there were profitable . I 
have yet to hear from Tom all that took place following  Bob'  s 
telegram; it's arrival amused us especially after the d iscussions 
of possible telegrams from Bob in the morning. 

After your departure, work around the office hit a low 
and much of our time during the past week has been spent in tr y-
ing to get ourselves organized for the work ahead of u s. I spoke 
to Dean Redfield's secretary about a permanent office, an d she 
took me to Prof. Perry's former office to look it over. For one 
thing the set-up there didn't seem quite as satisfactory as in 
502; it was something of a cubby-hole and dark. Moreover, t he 
secretary indicated that we might have to vacate that offic e in 
six weeks if T. V. Smith should return. Under the circumsta nce, 
we agreed that it might be better to remain where we were, an d all 
of us agreed that in the event either Faris or Park should com e in 
we could stay away from the office for whatever period they a re 
here. As far as Park's case goes, this should be all right sin ce 
he is not here more than two or three weeks over a long period o f 
time, but Ogburn mentioned that Faris might have proprietar y inter-
ests on the office. In any case, I think we should stay put f or 
the time being. 

The problem that immediately confronts us is that of estab-
lishing contacts with the resettlers whom we're going to int erview. 
This community is considerably more difficult to "cr%sh" th an the 
ones that existed on the West Coast or in the relocation cen ters. 
People are much more widely scattered, they've hardly be en estab-
lished, and there's very little noticeable Nisei activity going on 
(which is all to the good as far as the Nisei go.). Togo has sug-
gested one possible line of entree, namely, interviewing t he people 
who come into the Friend's office for advice. He's to speak to 
Morgenroth about permitting one of us to go to their office for 
this purpose, and I expect that we'll be tackling this job v ery 
soon. Otherwise, the approach will have to be one of gettin g 
addresses and phone numbers from various sources and of get ting 
on the phone. 

In this connection, it seems to me desirable that we have so me 
kind of catalogue of resettlers in Chicago. I don't know ho w far 
the WRA will go in setting up such a catalogue, but there is so me 
need for such a catalogue in our office,. Last week at our we ekly 
conference, we discussed the problem of setting up a catalo gue and 
discarded the idea as too much for our small staff. But the  more 
I think of it, the more desirable such a list of names in our o f-
fice seems to me. I shall have to take up the matter,again wi th 



the fellows. In any case, will you send back some copies of your 
schedules, the ones you drew up here; 

At this stage, I think we're going to "be involved in a g reat 
deal of the trial and error fumbling around that we experi enced in 
the initial stage of study within the centers. I hope we may  mi-
nimize our errors, but in a way this society is no easier to un-
derstand or anticipate a priori than was the case in the cen ters. 

I have a little material on the economic organization in Tul e 
Lake, but it's so incomplete that it doesn't seem very me aningful 
to me. However, if I can make anything of it, I shall write u p 
a brief section on the econ. organization. I still have t o com-
plete certain important sections of our structural rep ort, (a) 
the registration issue, (b) the theater issue, (c) the bas e hos-
pital, and (d) some remarks on Minidoka. I have these pa pers 
definitely in mind, and you may expect them sooner or later. 

Charlie wants to get on the typewriter to work on his J ACL 
report so I shall close. I have some material I want sent  out, 
but I shall write this up in a separate letter to Morton. 

Best wiwhes, 

Sincerely yours 



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 

EVACUATION AND RESETTLEMENT STUDY 
207 GIANNINI HALL 
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 

June 2a, 1943 

Dear Dorothy: 

I received your two Ietterà of June 14 and 16, and Morton's 
note regarding the Witholding Exemption Certificate. T om showed 
me the letter you sent him regarding the Phoenix confer ence. I'm 
glad to know that it went off well. 

I shall get a line on Wakukawa and report to you of my opin-
ion of him and of whether he might fit into our program. I pre sume 
your preference would be to  fceree  him work in a center, if he were 
to join us, but from Embree's note I presume he would not be i n-
terested in anything of the kind. 

We haven't yet acquired a secretary and hadn't made any stre-
nuous effort to find one immediately since we are at presen t largely 
occupied with making contacts in the community. However, as soon 
as we get one, I shall have her make an inventory of our file s here. 
As far as I know, we haven't a thing here that was written by T amie, 
but I shall make a more careful search through all the mate rnal 
lieing around here on the chance that something might have  been 
mislaid. 

As for stimulating the staff to work on their old reports, 
Charlie at least is doing his duty by his promises to you. H e has 
already completed 59 pages covering the descriptive accou nt of the 
JACL in Gila, and he plans to write the analytical summary i n the 
next few days. I think he's done a very good job of the historic al 
part, and his outline for the summary is encouraging. As you re-
marked, Charlie has a very deep sense of responsibility and he 
scarcely needs any prodding to meet your demands, but the se reports 
seem to worry him a little. He definitely has in mind writin g up 
the Social Welfare Dept. but his remakr in that connection was, 
"I wish Morton would go through and index my notes on the Welf are 
Dept. too." I wonder if it wouldn't be possible to get one of 
your more reliable stenographers to index all of Charlie's Tanforan 
and Gila material. I assume that should be done sooner or la ter, 
and I'm sure that Charlie would feel more encouraged about writing 
reports if he didn't have to reread all the mass of his own dat a. 
I could sit down tith Charlie and make out an initial list of i n-
dex headings that apply to his material. I am deeply wounde d to 
think that you thought I wasn't going to finish my registra tion 
report. However, now that you've brought the issue out in t he open, 
I shall complete the thing as soon as I can get hold of Togo t o., 
have the first section returned. I'm not sua?e what Tom shou ld 
complete, but I'll do whatever stimulating I can on him lik ewise. 



June  21,  1943 
Dear Frank, 

Yours of June 16th Just arrived. Meantime, you must have 
received another letter from me, also the schedule t sent to 

5tiI*!J X' # ? e 6 5 h e « dvftn tage of your having a "census" 
file of resettlers in the office. But I think In that e ase 
you can simplify the S h l r r e l l schedule, for you  ii 11  need Inly 9 

a basic minimum of datai age, sex, marital status, reloca tion 
project, occupational changes, residential changes. Yo u could 
hire someone to copy off the data from the various files i n WRA 
for the group that they have up to the present, and then ke ep the 
thing up to date, periodically, yourselves. 

I agree that ®ogo»s suggestion is a good ones someone co uld 
hang around the ^riends 1 office and do some interviewing and con-
taotlng. i am sure that S^irrel would be cordial about havin g 
you work around the WRA office too, and that he will be c- lad 
to give you leads. Periodic** visits should be made to Shi r-
rel's office, in any case, You know of-course about the ne w 
hostel that is being opened, under the auspices of "old r esidents" 
That, too, will be worth watching. 

- Sur®, we will continue with the "trial and error" process. 
*ut I think we are in a better situation to minimize errors than 
we have been before. 

. * , i t e J o a r  appointmentj approvals are made en masse, not 
individually after July 1st. There is nothing to worry abo ut 
*ou will revive official notice in due course, and your firs t 
check will, you may fest assured,-arrive the end of July{ We 
are paid at the end of the month, whereas your fellowship 
was paid at the beginning of each month) 

After all our talk about not trying any more keto, I 
have decided to take on Rosalie Hankey at Qila for a six m onth 1 s 
period-. She is teaching assistant in anthropology here : very 
bright, very energetic, writes well, very eager to try the  thing. 

a m taking her, that is, if Wellman makes the Giannini fu nds 
£luid enough for us, and if «ennett will let her in at Gila . 

either point has been settled so far. X will also visit 
Bila for several weeks, and we will continue to use  fl ikida. so 
things are looking up.  9 

Best to Michi and the others. Yours, 

e x e x n p t b l a n k s - *kese must be used by any of the 
staff travelling and must be presented to ticket a r ent when buvin* 
tickets. Please have "travel expense bill" signfd by eac h one 
< say two copies apiece) and sent, without filling In L y î terns 

8 0 w e w o ? f t h a v e i o  ^ rge signatures. i ' 
prefer a record of actual expenses, rather than using r ule 6(f) 

^ n f t o hire°anybody^ 0 ^ ^ 1« case you 



M S 

\  I  bi. 
p | v . 

I  have  your letter of June 21. Tour report» on your etio-
lating activities are In themeelves stimulating»  j  | A \ 

01 about the typewriter, of-course. »e have P o t  through 
a hill, and you ehould he relmhureed In due course. Be eu pplMe, 
I am enclosing a few stamps. We are putting through an « der 
for the supplies you noted, hut elnce they are taking If' ^tory, 
I am afraid there will he some delay. I n ^ B c l i ' l l and 
authorised to purchase what you need, but SAte V U RBO SXps ana 

send them to us and you will he relmhureed. 

At the moment we have noone around who can Index Charlie' s 
diary, hut I may he ahle to get It done, -osendalong you£ t en-
tative headlnge. Our secretary is on vacation, and we M v e 

lost the blondes. \\ 

leeterday, I took half a day's vacation! today trie^td 
get in a whole day. In the midst of golf, an urgent 
fame from Chaney of the University War Council. Ih ey want 
me to attest to the fact that Kroeber's project is taore 
"important* than mine, In order that they can g e t J ^ . ^ f ® * ' 
Naturally, I can do nothing of the sort without l l U k f 
own project and everyone on It.  E v i d e n t l y  Kro^herlied M s 
head off somewhere. Anyway, tomornow I shall see Ohaney a nd 
see what I can do to copperate without giving In an Is h l i re-
gard to our project. The whole thing strikes me as the 
rawest deal slnoe the evacuation! 

Re Tamle'e manuecrlpts, logo has them. He «wounding you 
deeply", I don't helleve a word of it. 

* M a Hankev «irl Impresses me more and more. But I still 
haven* t been able f o L k e V i n g s definite until I «an straigh ten 
out the Gianninl budget'.' then that happens, maybe I ca n get in 
Mother game of golf? Anyway, I shouldn't complain. the 
climate Is wott&erful» 

All her© send regards• 

June 24,1943 

Dear irank, 

Tours» 



June 28, 1943 

Mr. Frank Miyamoto 
502 Social Science Research Building 
1126 East 69th Street 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dear Frank: 

I hope you have received the small blue notebooks 
that I neglected to send you when I sent the large box 
of materials» The stuff you expressed from Chicago arri ved 
safely and, as far as I know, we stand even. That is, ex-
cept for the supplies you requested in your letters to 
Dorothy of June 21 and 23. These have been ordered but. 
since the stock room is now taking inventory, there wi ll 
probably be a delay of a week, 

I had a long talk with the purchasing agent of the 
University here in Berkeley about the purchasing of sup plies 
in Chioago. He thinks that our present system is the best 
one, i.e. we send you most of your stuff from here and yo u 
can confine your purchases in Chicago to emergencies and to 
small items. It would be well if you could order your 
supplies in rather large amounts, thus cutting down on e x-
press charges. As long as you make only small purchases in 
Chicago there will be no trouble in making payments to you 
promptly. But save the receipts  I  Eventually, It may become 
necessary for us to set up a cash fund for you in Chicago, 
so that you will not have to pay for Chicago purchases ou t 
of your own pocket. Since the University Is "so slow in 
making reimbursements, I thought this would be a good idea. 
The purchasing department would prefer not to, however, and 
the best solution seems to be to keep Chioago purchases a t 
a minimum. If this proves impractical, however, we can set 
up a cash fund for you at the "midwestern office." 

I don't think there*s anything else to report from 
here. My current plans call for me to leave for Chicago o n 
August 31. I look forward to seeing you all at that time . 

Best regards, 

Sincerely, 

P S. Because of the possibility of leakage, the fol iage 
you ordered is not being sent. You'll have to buy 
this yourself and submit a bill when such minor Items 
accumulate to a dollar or more. 



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 

EVACUATION AND RESETTLEMENT STUDY 
207 GIANNINI HALL 
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 

July 3, 1943 

Dear Dorothy: 

I have your letter of the 21st of June. Your letters arrive d 
in reverse order, that is, the one written earlier arrived l ater, 
so I ! m not entirely sure where I stand. But all the points are 
clear enough. 

I»m glad to hear of Rosalie Hankey's willingness to join?; 
the study. Conditions being what they are, perhaps you ! ll profit 
in the long run by having a number of women on the study. 

Tom tells me that we should have letters of authorization f rom 
the Universit4for the purpose of identification when we use our tax 
ememption certificates. He says that he has one, but that it ex-
pired on June 30th. Gould you arrange to have four such let ters 
sent to us identifying the four of us who are on the study he re? 

I misunderstood your request about signing the travel exp ense 
bill on the first reading of your letter my carelessness , and 
failed to get it done yesterday when all the fellows were here, but 
I shall see that it's sent to you within the week. 

Tom noticed somewhere downtown that there's an office h ere 
for the University of California Purchasing Dept. Presuma bly the 
office is for the purchase of large items that are to be sent to 
Cal. but we were wondering if that office might not serve us for 
some of our minor items. Do you know anything about that7 

I believe Charlie put in our request for some stamps of fa irly 
large denominations (possibly 10^, 2030 jzO for the purpose of 
mailing our manuscripts. Could you kindly arrange for that . We 
could also use a few more 3^ stamps, but there's no hurry abo ut that. 

Togo returned Tamie's material, and I f ve listed all the articles 
in the volume on a separate sheet. Hope you find what Morto n wants 
on it. We are still hunting for a secretary, and the inventory of 
all the material here awaits her arrival, or I shall do it my self 
if some "good angel" doesn't make her appearance. 

Charlie is a bad influence around here. He wrote his article 
on the G-ila JACL with a reference somewhere to my informa tion on 
the Puyallup JACL, and under the impetus of that referen ce, I've 
been forced to write something about that long forgotten situation. 
The account, as if often does with me, has gone back to cove r a 
general picture of the Seattle JACL prior to evacuation, i n fact 
it goes back to 1921, and the thing is taking its inevitable fa t 
proportions. However, you may expect the thing in another week 
or two. The Registration Issue will follow after the JACL is 
finished and put to bed. 



Charlie has written up one case already which I think is a 
darn good one. He,more than the rest of us, is turning out t he 
goods; in fact, we're counting on him to support us for the dura-
tion. Togo, too, is doing his share, and has written up several 
cases in briefer form which I believe he'll submit to you. Togo 
serves a very useful function of keeping us informed of al l the 
major events taking place in town since he's in a strategic position 
to get such information at the office. I have some cases w ritten 
up which will help to thicken our files, and Tom is on th e trail 
of some prostitutes we had in Tule ancUis £gtting some i nteresting 
information about them. I assume my  tfoffttttft  in this office doesn't 
include chaperoning Tom so we are giving him a free rein on his 
pursuits. 

Park is in town although he hasn't shown up at our office 
yet, and Hughes has invited us to sit in on his Race and Culture 
Contact seminar on Monday when Park is to discuss the pres ent » 
crisis in race relations. Thus far our relations with the depart-
ment has gone off very smoothly, and we've had no trouble holding 
down our fort. 

Tom and Charlie are worried, from your letters, that I am 
giving you the impression of considerable industry in this office. 
Charlie's opinion is that I should minimize our accompl ishments 
in my letters to you, and if we achieve more than we adm it, that 
will be so much to our good. I think Charlie is right, an d I 
hereby go on record that this office is, as yet, doing ve ry little 
and that we are confronted by innumerable difficulties. 

Re: gossip, Charlie and the rest of us were happy to hea r 
that Ernie Takahashi had been urged, by Togo, to take a job and 
he had fallen for the idea. Moierecent information is,  however, 
that Ernie is again undecided as to whether to take a job , but rath-
er thinks that he will give himself to the saving of Nisei per sonali-
ties. Thus, he is still working on the program of integrat ing the 
Japanese. Shirrell has spoken to me independently of t he need for 
some kind of covinselling program, especially for the Zo ot-Suit boys 
about whom he seems very much concerned. I presume that so me of us 
will be in on^ these conferences of the committee as w ell as in the 
counselling program. Deckie Uakazawa, according to Tom' s informa-
tion, married Dr. Seto who was formerly at Tule Lake. 

Best wishes, 

P.S. Tom just brought in a prospective steno, and the que stion has 
arisen concerning the rate of pay. Will you repeat for us  again 
specifically whfet the rates are for varying degrees of competency. 
What' s  maximum, and what the minimum? 

Sincerely yours 9 



502 Social Sei. Research Bldg 
1126 E. 59th 
Chicago, Illinois 

Dr. W. I. Thomas 
2710 Garber St. 
Berkeley, Cal. 

Dear W. I., 

I am sending by separate mail a copy of the JEWISH FRONTIE R 
which Dr. Werner Cahnman asked me to forward to you. Dr. Cahnm an 
is around here on a leave of absence from Fiske University where 
he has been acting as lecturer for the past year, and was pr esent 
at the meeting of the Society for Social Research at whic h you pre-
sented your discussion of the "Bindelbrief". I don't know if you 
recall him, but he thought you might be interested in his art icle 
which appears in this issue of the JEWISH FRONTIER. Persona lly, 
I can't understand what he's drilling at. 

Dorothy tells us that you are enjoying decent weather ag ain. 
The staff here would enjoy nothing better than to be rid of Chicago 
for the summer, for since your departure we've had quite a spell 
of very sultry hot weather. We sit around discussing ho w differ-
ent Berkeley and Seattle are this time of the year. 

Despite the heat, our work is »»«^gradually gaining m omentum 
and we hope that we shall soon have something to show Doroth y. At 
present most of our time is taken up with establishing c ontacts in 
the community, but we find that research in Chicago can be carried 
on under much less tension than at the centers, or at lea st at Tule 
Lake, where we were constantly concerned that we should not b e mis-
understood by the people. Most of the resettlers seem t o find a 
difficult time making the initial adjustments to the imper sonal 
rapidly moving metropolitan life here, and they are mo re than will-
ing to talk of their immediate problems. Our difficulty is prin-
cipally in uncovering the people, for none of the offices ha ve any-
thing like a complete record of those who have come here, a nd we 
learn about others largely through those whom we alrea dy know here. 

A striking thing about the resettlers is that many of the m ar-
rive here without any conception of what they have to cont end with. 
They know that they were bored and disgusted with center lif e, they 
realize they may encounter some prejudices, but what most of them 
don't anticipate are the innumerable problems of everyda y life that 
confronts a person entering a wartime Chicago for the fi rst time. 
I suppose the center life has had its effect in "softenin g" evacuees 
and in a sense making them unfit for a tough competitive st ruggle. 

We're gradually getting leads of this kind, and I hope in  time 
we may have some real problems that we can raise for yo ur suggestions. 

Best wishes from Michi and myself 



July 6, 1943 

Dear Pranki 

Affairs of business: In reply to your letter to 
Dorothy -

1* Stamps: On July 3, we requisitioned 50 £ 6jf and 
60 6 for you. Today, I am requisitioning $12 worth of 
stamps In denominations of 50jf 9 20jf, 10jT, 3Jf and  Id* I 
think this will hold you for a while, 

2. The University of California Purchasing Department i n 
Chioago has been set up, so I have been told, for the sin gle 
purpose of expediting special machine tool parts for the 
University's confidential war projects. The office foll ows 
special procedures and ordinary purchases cannot be made 
through the Chioago offloe, 

3. I am enclosing for the four Chicago members of the 
study authorizations from Dorothy similar to those we had 
last year. In my experience, incidentally, these, some times, 
are not sufficient to persuade ticket agents to issue t ickets 
exempt the tax. However, they have helped. 

4. The matter of a salary for a secretary must of necessity 
have some elasticity to it. If you need a typist, you have 
to pay her the going rate. The University has rather rigid 
limits for both hourly and monthly rates, but some manipula tion 
is possible in times of emergency. In Berkeley, we are li mited 
to paying an hourly rate of 60^, and a monthly rate for half -
time stenographers of If you could stay within these 
limits everything would be much easier. If you can't, I su ggest 
hiring a girl at the lowest possible price you can be at her 
down to (!), and then tell us about It. We will try our best 
to let you keep her. Incidentally, the budget that Doroth y 
brought baok from Chicago showed you In Chicago limite d to an 
average of $65.00 per month for extra stenographic help. 
However, I think there Is some elasticity in this figure too, 
but I would not think of trying to get the services of a 
person on a full-time basis. That would clearly be too ex-
pensive. 

I think this covers the inquiries contained in your 
letter. If there is anything else, please let me know. 

I leave for Los Angeles, for a week, next Thursday, 
and will be in Chicago on or around September 3. Presen t plans 



call  for staying in Chicago only four or five days on the 
way through, but for a longer stay on the way back from 
Washington, I look forward to seeing you, and now send xny 
best regards to all« 

Cordially yours, 

Morton Grodslns 

MO:mw 



July 6,1943 
I 

Boar *rank, 

Unfortunately, I hare left your letter at home. So, if Z 
neglect anything that you wanted me to do, X will take ea re of it 
tomorrow* 

I am very muoh pleated with Charlie's reports* As X told 
him, X have not yet had time to go over the JACL report in  enough 
detail to criticise itV But X think it is disttcAly  oh  the 
right traok* X am glad that you are writing up the histor y of 
the Northwest JACL, and wonder whether it would not be a g ood Idea 
to have Togo contribute something about the Southern bra noh. The 
historical background is absolutely essential to an und erstanding 
of the developments on the projects* Charlie has, of^oou rse, a heck 

July 9tht As you see, the blow fell in the middle of a 
sentence, and Morton and X have boen devoting full tlme( a s has 
*rs* tfllson) for the past three days to an attempt to salvage 
the budget* Things look much brighter today, but we shall n ot 
know until next week Just how we stand* A time-analysis  of 
this study would certainly be interesting! it would be r eally 
shooking if it were known how much tlme( and adrenalin) X have 
used getting myself, the study as a whole, and the various peo ple 
concerned In it out of trouble* X am taking it much more 
philosophically than X used to dot everything has seemed to be 
"lost" so often X shall inform you as soon as things are 
straightened out* Meantime, go on ahead and hire a stenog rapher, 
preferably at an hourly rate, with the underst ndlng tha t we will 
be able to make her a more definite proposition next 

The funny thing is that X have been on the war path almost 
continuously  si  nee my return from Chicago* First the Spencer-
Xroeber~ War Council mess* That got straightened out* T hen 
another little run in with Deaa Lipman, when he tentative ly refused 
to give Hankey ( a 100$ Aryan Caucasian) credit for work do ne on 
the Study* That got straightened out, too* Then a series of 
minor WRA epltodes, not worth reporting on. Then a very 1x 2terest» 
ing little race war, involving Hajlma's house and hous ehold goods* 
As you know, X hold power of attorney for his propertyV H is tenants 
the Lehmann's moved out and a pleasant and hardworking Seg ro family 
wanted to move in. Vaj said 01, and X went about the arra ngersnuts* 
Morton had become suspicious of Mrs* Lshmaim» ^bom he th ought he ' 
spotted as a "dishonest Jew"* 'ell, she turned out to be die« 
honest aliright,although it seems she is a "Wop 11* She made off 
with miscellaneous items of HaJ's goods, including u bed, spring, 
mattress, probably a stove, piano bench, etc* etc* The le gro 
woman, sensing our sympathies, became our stool pigeon.  Morton 
and X chased the Lehmann's to Alameda, and a good part of .t he property 
has been recovered* Then a major run-in with the secreta ry of 



Glanninl* And so on ad Infinitum« One disagreeable 
result 8 Z  have  had "hives" for almost three weeks* Apparently 
they are  caused by emotional  disturbances* X mast stop 
scratching  long enough to finish up the annual reports} then I 
shall really feel  better! 

To get back to the  second  paragraphs | was expressing 
pleasure about Oharlie's reports* In re the unfinished sent ence 
X vas about to say that Charlie has a lot of material on the 
Tanforan developments In the early part of his diary, and tha t 

hould be written up Some Idea of the developments of the 
JAO2» in ?opas can undoubtedly be obtained by interview ; of some 
of the resettlers in Chicago* Vhen all tha loose threads are 
pulled together f  It will make an interesting bit of social hls~ 
tory* 

As Togo would say "more to kua n * 

Hegards to all 



July 13, 1943 

Dear Morton: 

Thanks for your letter of the 6th, I ! ve noted your answers 
to my nuestions and they fully answer everything I want ed to know. 
We received the fifty 6c* and fifty  Zd stamps, but have yet to re-
ceive the stamps of other de'dp.minations. We also have the  letters 
of authorization. Thanks for all that. 

I am enclosing with this letter the signed copies of the Travel 
Expense Bills that you asked for, and also the triplic ate copies 
of the affidavit for hiring Louise Suski. Please fill in th e rate 
of pay and other blank spaces that need filling. I have as ked 
Dorothy to put her on at 60(2i an hour on a half-time basi s, and I 
hope you find this satisfactory. I can imagine the headac he you 
and Dorothy must be having trying to work out the budget under 
curtailed conditions, I f m sure you won Tt hesitate in letting us 
know if we are going beyond what the study can afford. 

I'm sure every one of us here appreciates Dorothy 1 s effort to 
keep our wages at the rate we have been getting. I hav e already 
suggested to her that since we make triplicate copies of ou r case 
histories and other material that we are typing up here, e xpept for 
the reports, you may keep the copies we send you. This sh ould eli-
minate, at least for the present, the business of retypin g and re-
tailing the copies to us. If this will hedtp, please let us know 
and we shall persistently follow this practice. 

There is little else to report at the moment. 

Best wishes, 

Sincerely yours, 



July 13, 1943 

Dear Dorothy: 

My- condolences to you for all the grief you've run into , 
I hope that by now most of your problems have been worked o ut, 
and that things look brighter. I suppose that from here on we shal l 
have to conserve on work time as much as possible, that is, f or the 
stenographic help. In this regard, the staff here has de cided to 
write up all rase histories in triplicate, one for you, on e for 
this office, and one for ourselves. Under the circumstance, we can 
we&l afford to let you keep the copj? that we senfi you, and the sug-
gestion is that in this way we might alleviate the pressur e of steno-
graphic work by eliminating the work of copying the materi al at your 
office. If this will help, please let us know and we shall n ot ex-
pect the return of the copies we send you. This, of course, w ill 
not hold in the case of the reports we write up since these  are writ-
ten only in single cotypies or duplicates. 

wihave hired a stenographic aid. She is Louise Suski, a girl 
who worked on the Rafu Shimpo with Togo and whom he recommen ded, and 
we are finding her a fir&t class help. Suski doesn 1t know short-
hand, but it seems that she worked out a form of speed wri ting of 
her own as a journalist, and it seems to work quite wel l. In other 
respects she is intelligent and capable. All of us are a greed that 
she deserves an hour on a part-time basis. I hope this wi ll 
be agreeable to you, and that your budget will stand it. T his morn-
ing I spent three hours dictating to her Charlie was afs aid that 
I had practically worked her off in the first day , and I am n ow 
wholly converted to the idea of dictating. At the present ra te, 
you may expect the Northwest JACL report very soon, and i f I can 
hang on to her long enough in opposition to the others in the  of-
fice, perhaps I shall get the Registration report off so on also. 

Tom wonders if it will be permissible to use a steno for abo ut 
three weeks to get his Tule Lake case histories done an d away with 
before they get cold. His idea is that the hours might be t akked 
on later on the steno budget, for the chances are that we may later 
lose Suski to some other $ob. She T s looking for something else. 
Tom already has someone in mind to work for him, and he T d like your 
opinion on the subject. I am fully aware of Morton's cauti on against 
over-expenditure on steno help. I hope you don't get th e idea that 
we're trying to run a luxury office here. I'm getting off ot her 
reports thaits the ones I've been dictating, typing the m myself, and 
will send them as soon as the stamps arrive. It's merely th at dic-
tating does facilitate the work. 

I hope you find the work from this office satisfactory. To 
be sure, you have ftittle to judge by at the moment since some of 
us haven't sent in anything thus far. Charlie is by all  odds the 
most consistent producer. He is now working on case no. 3, a nd 
every one of them is of thirty, forty or more pages in len gth, and 
every word of it good. He is planning on follow-ups on som e of these, 
so you may expect that his cases will be about as complete  as we 
can hope for here. Regarding the real names of the individu als 



-2-

interviewed, I shall arrange to have Suski copy them off f rom the 
code cards on two by four cards, and shall send them to you  as soon 
as possible. 

One other Question about the budget: Is there any fund left 
for buying documents from collaborators? Suski, for examp le, was 
at Heart Mountain, and she seems to have a lot of notes tha t she 
is willing to write up. Would you be interested? 

I sincerely hope that you are able to straighten out the pro b-
lems that have piled up in the last few weeks. I can imagine 
that your "hives" must be extremely uncomfortable.. 

W. I. wrote to say that he received «rs the Jewish Fronti er 
that Dr. Cahnman asked me to forward. Kindly send him my r egards. 
Best wishes to you, and take it -easy, if you can. 

Sincerely yours 



July 17,1943 

Dear Frank, 

etono J L h T c  0 f , u l j r 1 3 t U -  H o  the 
1« * natter, I wrote Tom a few days ago telling him to 

t 2 L e a t n e c 0 B B a r y to  «Hia 'i up  the  lu le ' lS? 
dlfilrnli-, 5 have reason to believe that our budgetary 
•ourfc O.I * " « l e d .  7 8 h a T a 8  powerful friend at 

" i f fc^n i h £ n c l e n o w 0 E h i s  and he assures me 
Is a *ondi;5»w.,\ hat . 1,e W l U t i x t h l B « e tt * *°r « • W b e r g 
have « H i t » } 0 "  3  i' eaI S ' e d 0 - *> o r B »» Sweden. He and 1 
nave always clicked, even to the extent of carrying on occa sional 

T o Z V ^ ! « * « * " ' " * * 1 ,  H *  1 3  ^ ^ ' e r e f t d In our 
f - ! l « !  J V ? * o a o u n o « d a "»d levelheaded liberal. His sister-
e" thl f i n e l y ! of element; ry schools of sometMr" 
L ™ . i , I *u le lake. She has a Swedish name that I htvo 
for r otten( JaederouistT) Do you recall her? 

can a » i l > J « th« frlonds we have In the University 

M t u S n T * r  C0E ie  5> ut a l l r l Ght t  not only In this 
situation out also in others much more Important. I® ha ve «-h* 

from m „ „ ^ f f f ' v  I b  /hort-run this is bound to be Sffoet 
5!°*  tl *>e hy our bitter enemy, Dean Upaaa ( Bean of the 
S * ? * ! * l l a d  P«Judlce against people of any 
«to S « ? L 1 ^ J U 4 l ; e \ e t t i l O U B l j r ^ M o l *  * • *«»« him into 

_ e  attempts to hamper the Study. His lateet. as 
because  t t e K ? t  hold up HankeyS appeintient 

l n  describing her Job, I had said that she woild work 
under mine and tovle's direction and would herself dire ct seme of 

aid I «  M l a s H * a k e * statu pupillarl herself 
and (fcould not direct other research workers." Dear Oo dl 
I * " ' ofcourse, he can usually be cicumvented, and wae, in t his 
S o t ' V I t ' to the good offices of reutsch.'but it cluses a 
aot of headaches in the process. 

^ l i n ^ l ! ! 9 t - e r ® f u n d e  r buying doouments from 
collaborators. If you can direct Suski in the preparatio n of 

L ^ f c S R * * i 8!*®$' comparable observations on Heart 
t ^ w i *  r i e h i the etatue pupillarl question has not 
yet been raised about youl) Tou will know what it might be 
worth. X would sug est a modest suia ( $!0-$lS) for a first 
araft, then additional compensation for a revision« dep ending on 
the quality and value of the report. As soon as we know whe re 
we stand, we shall give you a clearer idea of the funds y ou amy 
Use. Xa the meantime, X do not want your efficiency hampe red'« 

t will be fine if you can type out the eases in triplicate a s 
you suggest, but the r^or ts will obviously have to be eopi ed 
In this office. 



And if you find dictating an aid to your work, then you mu st 
havo 3ma©OB8 to dictate tol 

Hankey la first-rate* She soused significant problems , and 
bio'ja how to go about getting Information* X would have preferred 
a Hi3©i, but X an delighted with her performance and feel t hat it 
was a real stroke of luck to get her* She is accustomed to 
disoomfort and claims that her "peasant stock" makes her imp ervious 
to such things as heat and dust* She strikes ne as being 
an unusually weUnadjusted person, a sort of healthy extr avert, 
She is enthusiastic about the work» and determined to nuk e sood* 
Bonnott accosted hor with open arias« partly, Z thiniz« "bocause he 
disliked Bob so intensely that any change was welcome  I  And 
she seems to >;©t along allright with tho social analys t* 
Our best Xssel iinformant In &ila 9 Klkida« is probably lo 
Boulder« but X think she can raake other contacts* Anywa y, she 
will be able to follow the main trends in tho developmen t tliare 
and she expects to work* in addition« on the family and  to use 
Xesei w omen extensively. That will round out our picture in 
a desirable way« X think. 

At any given point in time« there is always an unfavorable 
item to offset every favorable on«* in our balance sheSt t 
is in the depressed phase of her very pronounced cycle« a nd 
writes mysteriously that her next report( the structura l one) 
may uoll be the "last", X should certainly hate to lose her« 
but X suspect that she may have had aa attractive job off er 
and if that is so, she will obviously have to look out for her 
own intere ts. 

Something has feipoened« tofc, that uay have a profound effect 
on our Sule Lake situation* St seems that fule X»ako lia o 
definitely been selected for the "segregation easp®• An  i*em 
to that effect appeared in the Oakland tribune yesterda y* Xt 
was confirmed by &rs* ftoertendyke( Coverley's former secretary 
who went with Fryer to Washington and has just returned)'. 
Can you find out anything more definite from Shirrel? By the 
time £ou ftet this letter« of-course« there may have been an 
official announcement, Xf the plan goes through« it wil l mean 
that we shall be able to write up the history of !£ule Lake to 
the end, Jimmy« in that oase« would presumably follow the 
"loyal" group to wherever they are moved. The thought of 
the move and its implications is appalling, 

oinee it seems very clear tliiat our work in the  pro joe  S3 
is going to become more and more difficult, it seems to m e that 
this puts an added responsibility on the Chicago office, Th &t 
is« the retrospective accounts of canp life and eamp exper iences 
may play a larger role than we had anticipated'. Also« It 
may require a good ueal of travelling around on the part of  the 
Chicago staff« once your plans are well-crystallised th ere, 
X r alise that it was not unrealistic to have the main he ding 
of the annual report "the point-to-point development of th e 
study" • 

You should have received tho stamps by now* 
TJJ sends his best* Tours« 



Jmly 1 7 — 4  p® 

pear Frank, 

X am senuing this special delivery, lest my earlier letter 
of today mi a load you. Xt aeeias the  news!  tew in the tribune 
did not specify 2ule *»ake as the segregation center, bu t simply 
said that tilo tfRA would shortly designate a center* i?rom wha t 
Lly B. 'oerteadyke said, however; Tula X»ake has been selected  for 
r,he honor by Washington. f-course, they may still chan ge their 
minds. 2he Julean Dispatch-for July 13 quotes a telegram from 
"yer saying that the segregation program will be undertake n about 
September 1 In all centers* Xt is apparent that everyone at 
Tule S»ake thinks this will be the c nter chosen. Anyway, see 
what you can dig up on the matter* 

Hastily, 



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 

EVACUATION AND RESETTLEMENT STUDY 
207 GIANNINI HALL 
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA July 29, 1943 

July 19, 1943 

Dear Dorothy, 

Thank you for your two letters of July 17, Stamps o# various 
deonomlnatlons, those which we ordered, also came in the sa me mail. 

All the information here regarding the segregation center point 
to Tule Lake as definitely the center selected. Togo offered  the 
information about two weeks a&o that Shirrell had Informed t he 
Friends 1 office aka that Tule Lake had been decided upon, but I 
rather felt that the notice was then not yet official. I inqu ired 
of Mr. Shirrell on the same point just about that time and he de-
clared that the Army had not yet replied to the WRA Ts recommendation 
on this point. Day before yesterday, however, Ben Yoshioka t old 
me ofer the phone that Shirrell had announced in their staff mee ting 
that Tule Lake had been selected. What struck me was the f act that 
Ben profgrred the information without any inquiry on my par t, as 
if it was something hot off the griddle in which I would be i nterest 
ed. Moreover, having given me the information, he then cau ght him-
self and requested secreey on my part because of the possi ble ef-
fect it might have if the story became generally known in the center 
I judge from the manner in which Ben gave me this information t hat 
Shirrell did announce this as an official notice. I'll fo llow the 
matter up, however, when I or any others of us see him agai n. 

As you say, any change at Tule Lake is going to wreck our stu dy 
there. For immediate purposes, however, I think Jim shoul d be in-
structed to keep his eyes open for attitudes developing a t Tule 
Lake that might affect the reaction of the people to the of ficial 
announcement of the center as the point of segregation. I  assume 
that considerable discussion and activity must be taking pl ace al-
ready regarding this subject. When the official announceme nt is 
made, I feel that a rather critical situation may develop in Tule 
Lake, and the present discussions in camp may have conside rable 
bearing on the people's reaction. 

As you say, also, if the study is uprooted from Tule Lake,  as 
it now seems likely, our only chance of reconstructing man y of the 
incidents that occurred there will be through the people who are on 
the outside. There are quite a number from Tule Lake here i n Chi-
cago, but I have found that the people we want to get at, th ose who 
were the leaders of various groups in the center, are prett y much 
scattered over the country, ^his means that we may have to m ove 
around to get in touch with them. I think most of us will be pr e-
pared to do it, at least, Tom and I who will be most involve d in 
such a plan. Unfortunately, the retrospective account of c enter 
life is a rather difficult thing to get at. Most people, onc e they 
are out, are deeply concerned with their immediate problems , and 
the affairs of life that dominated their thoughts in the cen ters, 
all seem to receded rapidly into the background of memory. I f we 
are to follow the procedure of attempting to reconstruct ce nter 



life, I'm sure it will have to be done in interviews with specific 
problems in mind. 

I am glad to hear that you are getting your problems straigh ten-
ed out. Hearing of all your troubles in administering the study 
even at California where you have friends, I vow that I sh all never 
let myself in for anything likejit. It's a pity you have t o spend 
so much time dealing with bureaucrats; I hope it's all goin g to be 
worth it in the end. I'm glad to hear that Hankey is turn ing out 
a prize. 

Louise Suski has typed up the material on the Northwest JACL 
that I 'dictated to her, and I shall get it off to you forthwith. 
I am also sending some other material that I've been work ing on. 
The JACL report is sketchy to say the least, but my idea w as that 
if I got the stuff on paper once, I could return to it later w hen 
I have the actual evidence at hand, and rework it. As for a re-
port from Louise on Heart Mt., since you give me the "go" sig n 
despite my status pupillari (sounds like something terr ible which 
I ought to resent), I shall find out exactly what she has t o offer 
and get her to write up the stuff that will be of comparati ve value. 

My sister-in-law, Fumiko Morita, was accepted by the Bo ulder 
school and when we last heard from her, she was to lea ve shortly 
for Colorado. Under the circumstance, I don't think yo u need fol-
low up on the position under Col. Hall. Thank you ever so m uch for 
making all the inquSrires. I didn't know about Ruby Sako da, but 
I'm glad to hear that she's placed-at Minnesota. 

You probably read of the incident that occurred here las t week 
on North Clark St. (°hicago skid-row) when four Hawaii an-Japanese 
(citizens) were attacked by ten Filipino sailors. Acco rding to 
Shirre11's acouunt, which seems a reasonable report, t he only pre-
vious contact between these boys and the Filipinos was w hen one of 
those beaten, IshihaBhj., was accosted by a Filipino sai lor on the 
day before in a beer tavern and had been called names. Ishibashi 
refused to fight against anyone wearing a navy uniform, a nd the 
two shook* hands after the Filipino learned that Ishibas hi was an 
American citizen. On the night of the attack, last Tu esday at about 
11:00 p.m., four Nisei met at Division and Clark and started walking 
down Clark when they met ten Filipino sailors coming from t he op-
posite direction. The sailors immediately "pounced on"  the Nisei, 
according to Shirr ell, and Hokamura was severely wounde d by ktoiife 
stabs in the abdomen, Ishibashi was wounded in the groin, and the 
other two were clubbed but got away. 

When the news reporters came to the WRA for a story, Shir rell 
requested that no account be presented in the papers (probably be-
cause of the danger of racd riots developing on the order  of the 
Los Angeles affair) but the Herald American refused to co mply and 
had a most damning account in the following day's news.(Hea rst pap^e 



-3-

The other papers therefore carried accounts of the incide nt, though 
their reports were much less biassed. Both the Navy and the Chicago 
police are carrying on separate investigations of the i ncident, and 
we hope to get some dope on it all. Joe Lohman, an instruct or here 
familiar with the area, offers the suggestion that the f ight was 
initiated by jealousy on the part of the Filipinos over favorable 
attention given the Nisei by taxi-dance hall girls. The su ggestion 
seems born^out by snatches of information picked up by Ch ailie, that 
the Hawaiians have been going flown to that area with thei r guitars 
and attracting favorable attention. 

My typing and writing today are a bit haywire, but I think 
you can make out what I ! m saying. Dr. Ogburn and others inquire 
about you and W.I. now and then. Best wishes. 

Sincerely yours, 



July 21, 1943 

Dear Frank: 

Thanks for your letter of June 19. Jimmy Is getting 
very good material indeed on the reactions to segregatio n. 
Apparently everybody in Tule Lake realizes that it wil l bo 
the segregation project and as you might suspect, they 
anticipate trouble. It is interesting to note that people 
are going around saying that trouble will surely break  out 
in Ward o. I think Jimmy is well aware of the problems, 
and that he is doing a good job. 

Don't forget to send in the time slips for your two 
stenographers. These should reach us by the 25th, if po ssible, 
so you ! d better send them by return mail. One other thing that 
I wish you would do immediatelyj that is, call the group to -
gether and prepare a summary of your findings In Chicago in 
such a form that I could use it in my monthly letter to 
Embree. I would certainly appreciate It if you could send 
this, also, within the next few days. 

We still haven't gotten the final answer to our 
budgetary situation, but please reassure Tom. In a letter 
received from him today he said that he was relieved t o note 
that the only crisis Involved was that of a possible lowe ring 
of salaries. TJhder no circumstances are salaries going t o be 
lowered. The only crisis Involved is that we may go In t he 
red by the end of the year, which is a bookkeeping matter, 
and I am not at all anxious to do it. I am quite sure in 
fact that we are going to get the extra money that we need 
for this so-called emergenoy. I am not sure it has ever been 
explained to you just exactly what all the trouble is. It 
bolls down to thlss that last year the State had a speci al 
fund for giving emergency inoreases and that this year they 
suddenly dumped the responsibility for paying the inc reases 
in the laps of the various departments. We aren't the o nly 
people Involved, and the kick-back has been terrific, s o 
something will shortly happen that will straighten It out. 

I am looking forward to getting the various documents 
that I have heard so many rumors about* 

I  am enclosing two copies of a change in the regula-
tions concerning traveling expenses. This means that whe n 
you do travel you can have somewhat greater leeway than be-
fore. So If you would just keep those copies in the office 



D « ? ™ « ? ? n 0 ® t h a t  T 1 1 1 b e f l n e ' Please note that the 
University now requires reoelpts for all traTel™ That 1. 
an awful nulsat.ee but we will surely run Into difficul ties 

i L V S l * f r ^ V S * ^ to get by wlth a 

they^lghtenlng' up"  1  » * — " ^ 

Give ray regard» to everybody. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dorothy Swaine Thomae 

Bnolosuree 

/ 
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July 23, 1943 

Dear Dorothy: 

Thanks for your letter of July 21. 

Enclosed is a time slip for Louise Suski. I hope it ! s 
satisfactory. Unfortunately, Tom hasn 1t turned in the time slip 
for the girl who T s  working for him, and I can't send it with this 
letter. I'll try to find out today if possible. 

The report to Embree is being written right now, I had 
hoped that I might have it done by yesterday, but it's stil l not 
quite ready and will be delayed another day or so. It will be on 
it¡5 way very shortly, however. 

The regulations on travel expenses will help. My under-
standing is that we are permitted to turn in the expenses o f tra-
vel on city transit when we go out specifically for the p urpose of 
research. However, in such travel it's impossible to get a ny re-
ceipt and we can only keep an account of the number of rid es. I 
hope the latter will be adequate. 

I'm glad to know that Jimmy is getting the stuff on segre-
gation in Tule Lake. I hope he doesn't get caught in some nas ty 
mess. 

The much-rumored-about documents were mailed yesterday , 
and you should have them very soon. They're not much, but better 
things may develop out of them. 

Best wishes. 

Sincerely yours, 



^uly 23,1943 « 

Bear Frank, 

Just learned via telephone that jour appointment came th rough 
all right. This was a great relief, for I didn't know what  H p -
man might do* I won 1t know until the cheeks come through 
whether the University, the State, or the £ and R study Is paying 
the "emergency increase", so please tell everyone that If the 
payeheoks are $26 less than they ought to be, not to wor ry, for 
the whole thing will be straightened out* 

As you know by now, Tule  L ake has definitely been announced 
as the segregation camp. It Is also announced that th e "loyal 11 

residents of TL will be moved Inland* Z figure a good part o f 
them could be taken care of In Minidoka and TopasV If so, t hen 
Jimmy should go along with the group to one of these centers. 
In a way, I hope It 1s Minidoka, for Z think we eould ge t something 
of the background of the group already there, and then co uld follow 
the progress of the Tuleans in their new adjustment* But we 
shall Just have to wait and see. 

Char116*8 eases arrived, and Z think they are excellen t. 
WZ, who has read them carefully, agrees with me In my judgement. 
Tell Charlie Z will write to him soon. 

Tours, 

1 
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July 25, 1943 

Dear Dorothy, 

Enclosed is the report for Embree. The ideas and sug-
gestions were made in one of our weekly sessions and are th e 
contributions of the whole gang; I am responsible for its o rga-
nization and lengthiness. As Tom says, "Leave it to EPrank t o 
spin out a nice long report from a few facts." I suspect this 
wasn't the kind of thing you expected for that matter, neith er 
did I expect that I would write anything like it. I might say 
that the thing took its shape as I worked away at the typewr iter 
and I'm not entirely responsible for what went down. Certai nly, 
the others on the staff aren't entirely repsonsible. You may 
treat the report in any way you desire: abstract it, quote fr om 
it, or so on. 

In my hurry to get Louise's time slip off yesterday, I 
put down your Giannini address on the envelope but ended by 
sending it to the University of Cal., Chicago, Illinois. As a 
consequence, the thing was delayed a couple of days, but I ho pe 
you get it in time to have her pay check made out. I'm sorry 
I'm so damned absent minded. 

If you've read any of the reports, especially the case 
histories from Charlie, could you send us your comments on  them. 
Next Friday at aur weekly session, we hope to gox over the case 
documents we've gathered so far to consider what we're ge tting. 
We'll do this sort of thing now and then from here on, and you r 
criticisms are invited. 

Best regards to all. The sultry hot weather continues 
but with the fan operating we can imagine we're sitting in th e 
Berkeley office with a breeze off the Bay. 

Sincerely yours 
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Dear Dorothy: 

Thank you for your letter of July 23rd. I am glad to 
know that my appointment came through all right. I am sure that w 
out here are not &  one  gfrfb el about the emergency increase for you 
undoubtedly will do the best possible for us. I trust, how ever, 
that the problem will straighten itself out satisfactoril y for you. 

I sent in the time slip for Louise Suski a day or two 
before the deadline. I hope it arrived in time for you to get i t 
to the comptroller. I regret the error I made in the address wh ich 
delayed its arrival there. If you have any suggestions con cerning 
the form of time slips please let us know about them. 

There is much talk here of the impending segregation 
and Tom and I, of course, are particularly concerned with the case 
of Tule Lake. Charlie informs me that he heard from Shirrel l that 
they are to put up eight foot barbed wire fences, and segre gation 
centers will be treated as Japanese camps in which the Jap anese 
language may be taught, Japanese program may be held, and e tc. 
The procedure is also to try to get the "loyal" evacuees res ettled 
in one move and, as you have heard, representatives from th e 
various field offices will be sent to centers to publicize the de-
sirability of resettlement in the outside areas. For thos e who 
desire to relocate to another center, the people of Tule La ke will 
be given the choice of going to Minidoka, Topaz, Heart Mounta in or 
Granada. Charlie also informs me that according to Shirre ll, the 
centers are having a great deal of difficulty in getting g ood 
teachers for the public school. Nisei teachers, of course , are 
resettling and'Caucasian teachers are quitting their jo bs but -a-
few replacements can be found for them. Under the present sys tem 
the project has been barely able to get an "A"  rating,  while at Gila 
they were only able to get a "B" rating,but Shirrell doubts t hat 
the standard will be maintained in the coming year. Shirrel l, there-
fore instructed Miss Mercer, a representative from his offi ce, to 
impress the people with the desirability of resettlement if the 
children are to get a decent education. 

Jimmy has been sending us his journal accounts of recent 
date and this office has a good picture of events ticking pla ce in 
Tule Lake.  I hn  sure he is doing a good job in covering this impor-
tant phase^of/Pule L ake study. You suggested that a lot of back-
ground of Tule Lake which we have been hitherto unable to get m ay 
have to be reconstructed through interviews with persons on the 
outside. I am finding that this is quite possible with refer ence to 
specific problems, as fur example, the problem of the base hospital. 
However, there are certain documentary material in the WR A files stt 
Tule Lake which we may need. D 0 you suppose there will be a consi-
derable revision of the filing system there, such that the ad min-
istration will want to dispose of a lot of old material? I wo nder 
if it is possible to raise the question with Coverly abou t getting 
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such records as will be of significance to us but which he wi ll no 
longer need. 

We should like to have the following materials: 1. 
yellow second sheets, 2. shorthand tablets, 3. large Co ngress note-
books, 4, small business envelopes and 5, pencils» Morton has 
pppeatedly mentioned that we should make our orders in lar ge 
quantities. I hope this order is large enough to be sent out i n a 
single carton, 

Charlie will have to renew rental on his typewriter but 
does not have any receipt or claim tag for it. Do you have the 
receipt for the typewriter that was rented some time in May ? Kindly 
send it out if it is in your possession, 

I should mention that Shirrell remarked to me yesterday 
that his office is now going to use the personal data form which you 
made out for them. Some revisionfrof the form are being mad e to suit 
their office  use,  but Jwill be essentially as you drew it up. He also 
declared that there is not sufficient clerical staff m embers to 
transfer the data from their former cards to the new ones im mediately' 
but he hopes the work may be undertaken in time. If you have a ny 
suggestions regarding what we should do with the WRA card fi le we 
would be glad to hear of them. It seems increasingly appar ent that 
some catalug of resettlers here indicating background in formation 
about these persons would offer valuable working material for this 
office. The only difficulty lies in the amount of work nec essary in 
copying the office index cards. 

I am also sending by separate mail duplicates of Case 
Document Index cards to you. I shall explain our card system i n 
a separate note. 

Please tell W.I. that the book "Chicago May" arrived here 
safely and I shall return it to the proper place. Please giv e my 
regards to him and to others there. Best wishes, 

Sincerely, 



July 29, 1943 

Pear ?rank 

Back  from a good week of collecting data and interviewing 

in Lee Angeles, I find the business» office still going str ong 

In adding to the complications of our already complica ted lives'* 

Thus, as the enclosed documents attest, you are now an offi cial 

employee of this great Institution« But you will note 1) no 

mention is made of the so-called cost ef living emergency 

tnhxvnsvv increase and 2) it would seem that you had to fil l 

out the little yellow card and the acceptance sheet befo re you 

could receive your first check* After talking to four ( 4) 
iai  w 

people In the business office, 1 find that I will be ks*ex 

fcble to pick up your check tomorrow and mail it to you and tha t 

you will be able to return the documents with your slgnl ature ex 

•post facto» Therefore, problem two (2) above is nor prob lem 

at all'« Xt 9s 4ust something to tease us with« However, / 

no-one yet knows whether or not you (or all the rest of us ) are 

eligible for the cost of living emergency increase« S he real 

secret is that no one can make a decision on this except Pr esident 
* Y 4 4 

Sproul and President Sproul is absent fishing! Actually , 

Dorothy Is determined that we shall all be paid the inerea ses 

and therefore the problem is resolved into whether the University 

(out of special funds) or the Study (out of Its regular  futids) 

will pay the increases« Morally, it seems clear to me th at the ^ 

University is obligated to pay them«' We are all Universit y 
4 r * 

employees and possess all the privel*ges and  obligations 



2* 

of such employment. ikexbasiexwfvav^xavteatattveviie evx Vet 

to pay us the Increases would he pure discrimination on t he 

exceedingly shaky grounds that, though the University pay s us f 

the money for the payments come from the foundations« Th is, 

of course, will not appeal to the Foundations at all, a nd that 

Is our biggest argument la the documents sax gathering du st 

these past weeks la the President 1a office* In any case, the 

following seems clears 

1) Tou (alto  Char ley£>:*atex*xaxSafcs  and Tom£ 

though there appointments aren't returned yet, I learned 

that they had been approved) will receive a cheek no later than 

Monday, representing payment for Jane'» 

2) fhtm These checks may or may not include the 

emergency increase« If they do, then you can rest easy and we 

will fight the fight ret who will pay the increase. If the y 

don 1t,we will immediately take step* te insure your receivin g 

the June increase in the next week or so aad to insure your 

getting the inorease in subsequent months*fx 

— Half an hour later 
I 9ve been interrupted 
eight times during this 
eo I hope it makes some sense. 

forgetting about the above mess for a moment, 

Tou will be interested to know that I talked to a good num ber 

of leading anti Japanese agitators in X*os Angeles, iac lusing 

*«jror Bowron, Cljrd. Shoemakar, John l.ehner, Been B W y , 



and Wlater Odemar (lative Sons of the Golden *est)'. i kajcx 

xxftxaxA* X prefer talikng about them to you, rather than 

writing. Their xxx naw orhanlsrat on The ¿cpaxxsav Paci fic 
/ / 

Coast Japanese Problem League is the most dangerous of a ll 

it representing both respectability and wealth. On the oth er 

hand, the Oommlttee of American Principles and fair Play is 

expanding Its activity with new funds and an enlarged pers onnel 

and X think they are doing good work* Further, the re cent 

papers have given decent play to both the xafvaitx Myer s» refutation 

of Dies Committee charges and the very reasonable statem ent 

of Byrnes'* AttLxb»*efc>xlxb 

Dorothy has been home most of this week* WX was 

working in the basement Monday and an old dish cabinet fell 

on him* At first, the*» seemed to be no 111  mttuntwx 

results but the next day he was very sore in the region 

of his chest and subsequent X*»ray« showed that he had fra ctured 

several  j o mo c x ribs'*  He  seems very cheerful, if not too comfortable, 

and the doctor has assured Dorothy that the injury is not at 

all asrlousV Still, it is apparant that  BST is very worried? 

Xf whe doesn't write the next few days, you will know ska ? 

why« Max 

Best regards to Tom* ®ogo, and Charley and the rest 

of the bunch*  I til  be in Chicago in about a month* At that time 

L T l l r 1 ^ U P * r s 0 n  ' » ' ^ t t S S & r ^  e l a r l V and 
y " " r t h i « T.ry hasty,  T .r» 

V . interrupt.,!  8 l o p p j p >  ^ 
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July 30, 1943 

Dear Morton: 

I just received your special delivery letter of July 29, 
Thank you for sending out the acceptance form. I am enolo sing 
it with this letter, and I hope you find everything o n it in 
order. Re: the question of my residence in the State of Ca li-
fornia, I was never established as a resident there, but liv ed 
in the state since the date indicated. I assume that my answ er 
as given is satisfacotry. Will you kindly check the yellow ca rd 
and acceptance form and forward them to the proper office if 
you find nothing wrong in them? 

Thank you too for arranging to have the cheoks paid before 
the return of the required forms. I am sure that Tom and Char -
lie  ,  as well as myself, appreciate the trouble you've gone to. 
I can well imagine that yours and Dorothy's days are fille d with 
looking after such detailed administrative problems, and I send 
you my condolences. We, at least, are happy about the eff iciency 
out there; I hope you can find some speck of gratification in 
that thought. 

As for the problem of the emergency increase, please rest 
assured, as I told Dorothy, that we feél you will \Kráoi-n g what-
ever you can for us whatever the outcome. I am sure that if yo u 
and Dorothy cannot convince the University of its moral ob liga-
tion to take care of us  ,  noone this side of Thomas Aquinas can 
do the triok. As far as I'm concerned, the arguments you offe r 
leave no doubt about the justification of our case; but I ga ther 
that state officials are not always lucid thinkers regardin g such 
matters. 

I am extremely sorry to hear of the accident to W.I. I can 
imagine that several rib fractures must be most unpleasant . I 
trust W . ü a c k on his feet again shortly, and that Dorothy's 
worries regarding the injury will be quickly banished. 

Your findings from the Los Angeles trip sound* most excit-
ing and all of us will be eagerly looking forward to hearing t he 
morbid details when you arrive here. Out here, the adverse ea rly 
publicity from the Dies Hearings has had its effect in crea ting 
problems for the resettlers. It is alleged that the TJ.S.E.S . is 
not cooperating as willingly as it did before, that federal agen-
cies and the Civil Service Comm. now carry on their own  invest i  -
gati ons  of applicants which further slows down relocation, and 
the public in general looks askance apon resettlers. We'v e had 
a series of difficulties about housing, in which people who h ave 
takn£ apartments have been thrown out on the slightest pret ence. 
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For the past two weeks, since the closing down of the Di es Hear-
ing, there has been very little publicity about the resettle rs, 
and if this condition continues, I'm sure the resettleme nt pro-
gram will go ahead quite smoothly. The in/hole thingf the reset-
tiers only need to be left alone, and with a mànimifln of ma nage-
ment they can get along. 

By this time, you will have heard of Charge's father's 
death. Charlie received a wáre from Gila yesterday, and I h aven't 
seen him since he dashed out to send a reply. I've no dotb t 
that he and the rest of the family expected this and so the 
news probably did not come as a shock, but Charlie is undoubt edly 
concerned about the rest of those in Gila. He spoke of se nding 
either Mariko or Alice down there to clear up matters, but I 
don't know what his further decision has been. 

Thanls again for all the trouble. Please give Michi's and 
my best regards to Ruth. We look forward to seeing you. 

Sincerely yours 

ÍÍ 1 SA11X). 



July 31, 194o 

Dear Frank, 
\ 

X picked up your cheek this morning, and, as you 

can see,it does not include an emergency increase. We are 

immediately taking steps to Save the increases added t o 

your future checks and to have sent to you a check for 

the emergency increase for July. Because the appointments 

of Charlie and Tom were ap roved so late, their checks were 

not ready this morning. They should he * in the mail 

by Monday or> Tuesday, however. I have high hopes that 

their check® will include the increases, after the hell 

DST and I have been raising the past few days. Incidentall y, 

neither X nor Mrs Wilson hare our checks yet, efther — and 

half the employees of this whole institution seem to be in 

approximately the same position. One of the business off ice 

people told me that office is in ±kfcxfra*abxl»tbsb" a worse 

mess than Italy" and expressed ax soto voiee wish that he 

would prefer Borne to his present position* X feel genui nely 

sorry for the whole outfit in addition to kstxgx feeling 

its their own damn fault. The looseness of the administrat ion 

it appalling» 

DST just called from home to report that WX is much 

improved this maming. 

One of the diannini professors was up this morting to 

talk about the difficult position one of his former studen ts 

ie in. His name is June (t) Taketa, address! 4301 H. Harlem 

Arenue, Chicago'. He is dissatisfied with his Job and un happy 



over hit belief that he cannot attend any of the large 

eolleges In the Qhiexgo areaV Z advised his seeing Togo 

and also said that Z  would  tell you about the boy*  a e might 

be good for xxx a oase history, and certainly could use 

some advise ret school«« 

Best regards'* 

SxxHastily* 
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Dear Morton: 

Thank you for your letter of July 31st and 
for the enclosed check from the University in payment 
for the month of July. I will inform Tom and Charlie 
that they may expect their checks in the near future. 
It is really too bad that you are having so many 
administrative difficulties. 

Your lead concerning June Taketa sounds 
interesting and we will make it a point to follow up 
his case. If there is anything we can do for him we 
will, of course, try to help him out. 

We're glad to hear that W.I. is improved 
and we hope to hear in the near future that he is 
going about his business as usual again. Best wishes 
to all. 

FM: S 

Yours sincerely, 

Frank Miyamoto 
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Dear Dorothy: 

Thank you for your letter of July 29th. I 
deeply appreciate your personal check for $200.00. I ca n 
well understand how your students develop such a loyalty 
to you. As a matter of fact, Michi and I are paretty well 
provided for the immediate future. We will be able to 
get along with what we have. Just this morning Morton 
sent a letter and enclosed a check from the University in 
payment for my work during July. I will retain the 
check, however, for the time being in the event that Tom 
or Charlie might need it. But if their checks from the 
University come through I will return the check to you. 
Thank you so much for your thoughtfulne ss. 

Morton reports in this morning's letter 
that W.I. is much improved. We are, of course, very 
happy to hear  that,  and hope that he will be able to get 
back to his old form again soon. 

tf/fTTer-
Dr. DlricuvuTT was in this morning for a few 

minutes and declared that he will be back in Chicago for 
the opening of the fall term. I took the liberty of 
showing him some of Charlie's case histories. Dr. 
Blecnier was very favorably impressed with this work and 
expressed his desire of looking over some other cases 
when he returns. Would it be all right if we were to 
seek a certain amount of cooperation from him in gaining 
suggestions and advice about our study? 

Your comments on the case documents so far 
sent to you are, of course, brief but very much to the 
point. We shall do everything possible to verify all 
information we gather and to keep writing as objective// 
as possible. Please send us any further suggestions ' 
whenever they occur to you. Best wishes, 

Sincerely yours, 

FM:S Frank Miyamoto 



DAY LSTTXB WESTERN UNION 

Mr* Frank Miyamoto 
6148 8outh Greenwood Avenue 
Chicago, Illinois 

Just talked to Dillon Meyer who approved our complete acce ss 

to Tula Lake Administrative files* If he approves final 

plans, wou}d you  lie  willing to work at Tula Lake for 

approximately three weeks examining this material'. Vire 

reply oollect immediately* 

Dorothy Thomas 



August 6, 1943 

Pear Franks 

Thanks for replying so promptly to the telegram. We 
had thought It would be better to have a Caucasian, if po ss-
ible, but we felt that you had the best background to do the 
job, and also we had no competent Caucasian available« il\ 

Bob Spencer came in this morning, however, and it seems 
that he can get a week or ten days off around the first of 
September* He seems to be willing to do the Job» I telephone d 
Mr. Cozzens end asked his advice about the whole matter. He 
felt that due to the disturbed conditions In Tule Lake a former 
evacuee , who came in as an American, and working with ad ministra-
tive materials, might find himself in an extraordinarily difficult 
situation. In his opinion, the difficulty would be not so m uoh 
the failure of the administration to cooperate (although my self, 
am akeptlcal about how far they would go;, as the possible  danger 
due to the attitudes of the colonists* I certainly woul dn't 
want you to go into a situation whioh would be either unfav or-
able or dangerous for you,  J \ 

Spencer will not be able to give an absolute decision i 
until Saturday morning, but I am hopeful that we osn go ; J 
through with this arrangement. If so. you and Tom sho uld 
obviously go over the Tule Lake material and write out you r 
suggestions of the types of things Spencer should try t o get. 
At the same time, Morton and Spencer and I will go over t he I \ 
material also and add our suggestions. Since he will be abl e 1 J\ 
to stay there suoh a short time, we shall have to work fast 
in order to get all we need, I suggest that you and Tom, 
immediately, draw up a tentative list of the materials th at 
you think we should have. This list should be based on ( 1) the, 
reports you have written, the administrative aspects of w hich I 
are lacking; (2) reports that should have been writte n but were 
not because of our inability to get official administrat ive 
data, and (5) any "hunches" you have with respect to ex isting 
material In administrative files, I ] 

Sincerely yours, 

Dorothy Swaine Thomas 
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August 5, 1943 

Dear Dorothy: 

Your wire of August 4 came as quite a surprise. I Tm very 
happy to know that Dillon Myers has approved your plans for work 
on the administrative files at Tule Lake. As I said in my rep ly, 
it is agreeable to me that I go back there to do this work and 'I 
am prepared to leave as soon aw I make the train reservations . 

There is the other point which I raised, however, that I s hall 
have some tall explaining to do concerning the purpose of my r eturn 
to the project. My visit will come just at the time when the he ar-
ings on loyalty and the segregation are to begin, and it may look 
as if I'm snooping around to check up on people. If I go, the o nly 
thing is to place a statement in the Dispatch telling of the actual 
purpose of my visit. There's nothing to hide, certainly. De spite 
the publicity, however, there will inevitably be a great ma ny ques-
tions among the evacuees as to my work around the project, and this 
will be especially true since I shall have to work close ly with 
the administration in going through the files. I have no f ear for 
my personal safety since for my history in the project hasn' t been 
such as to muster sufficient antagonism against me to warr ant an 
attack. The suspicion will only be a barrier to free activity in 
the project. 

I was wondering if it wouldn't be possible to get hold of Bo b 
Billigmeier for the job. It would save travel expenses and av oid 
the suspicion that would be attached to my return. I think I u n-
derstand your reason for selecting me to do the job. Sakoda i s 
too busy carrying on the investigation of the segregation i tself; 
Morton must be tied up; Spencer is probably likewise tied up, and 
in any event you probably want a person who knows the ground t hera 
I suppose in the in£al analysis it won't matter much if t here is 
suspicion among the people since the project will be clos ed down 
soon anyhow,and my concern is only to avoid a little pers onal un-
pleasantness. I am of course awaiting further instructions to 
leave for Tule Lake, and I don't feel myself a martyr either. There 
will be the advantage that my mother and sister are still th ere and 
this chance will help to get them ready for relocation. 

Having unloaded that much, I'm ready to discuss seriously  some 
of the problems of getting into the center$ and at the files. I 
assume you are taking care of the matter of getting a milit ary or 
civilian escort for me through the area between Reno and T. L . 
As for housing and bedding, I'm pretty sure that will be ea sily 
solved since my mother and sister are still there and I ca n bunk 
at their place. Your will nu doubt communicate with Coverl y con-
cerning my visit to Tule  L ake, and I have in mind getting a letter 
from him after my arrisal as a pass to the supervisors of th e vari-
ous departments and to their files. There may arise a que stion as 
to my relations with Dr. Marvin Opler for perhaps through h im I may 



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 

EVACUATION AND RESETTLEMENT STUDY 
207 GIANNINI HALL 
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA July 29, 1943 

be able to get at some things in the administration that woul d 
otherwise be closed to me, but I can talk that over with Hi mmie 
when I get there. 

I intend to spend the afternoon today going over our materia l 
on Tule Lake here to spot the gaps that will need filling wit h 
concrete data, x already have in mind some of the things tha t we 
should get hold of. If you have any suggestions on this matt er, 
please list them and send them to Jimmie. The whole job sou nds 
a bit collossal, although I suggested that it be undertake n, and 
I feel I should give this thing a good bit of forethought so that 
I won't be drowned under by the mass of data. 

I'm thinking of writing out some of my ideas on what to say 
to the Dispatch reporter concerning the purpose of my visi t. If 
it ever gets written down, I shall send it on to you for crit icism 

We have the Revised Travel Allowances schedule for Univers ity 
employees, and I shall follow the thing strictly. I shan't forget 
to get receipts for all expenses, excluding meals. 

I expect to hear from you again today or tomorrow. Michi's 
brother is now living with us and she will be taken care of, al-
though she was a bit disappointed to hear that I'd be away for a 
month or so. 

Sincerely yours, 
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August 7, 1943 

Dear Dorothy: 

Thank you for the special delivery letter of August 5. I 
quite agree that Spencer would be in a far better position th an 
I to get the material out of the administrative files. I've f elt 
that the administration would much more willingly coop erate with 
a Caucasian than with me, and that Specjper could get at thi ngs 
which would be closed to me. If Morton has the time to join 
Spencer for a few days, perhaps between the two of them they could 
get at everything we would want out of the Tule Lake files. I' m 
sure there aren't any two other men more competent to ¿et informa-
tion out of any source more qu3\Jkly than they. 

I am, of course, still ready to go in the event that Spencer 
cannot make the trip, and I assume you will let me know in th e 
next day or so of your decision. As I said in my other letter, 
I have little fear of personal danger, unless events in Tule Lake 
have moved to the worse much more rapidly than I anticipa te, but 
it wouldAe unpleasant to be the object of suspicion and I w ould 
probably^nandicapped in my work because of it. 

Immediately upon arrival of your letter yesterday evening , 
I visited Tom and talked over with him the general type of in-
formation that we want from the administrative files. We s hall 
work on it in detail today, and you may expect a list of suggest ions 
from us very soon covering the three points, you mention. 

I am glad to know that W.I. is much improved. Your friends 
here inquire over and over when you and W.I. are to visit Chic ago 
again. I assume that you won't give up Berkeley for a while. 

Sincerely yours, 

ì 
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August 9, 1945 

C 

Dear Dorothy: 

Enclosed a list of questions and suggestions for docu-
mentation with the Tule Lake files. I started out with the idea 
of writing out all the questions that come to mind in detail , 
and raising specific questions that need answers. Howev er, I 
find this an enormous task, and I doubt that such a procedur e 
would be of help to anyone who has to go through the enormous 
amount of data that must be in the files. The alternative of 
raising general questions doesn't help much either, but it may 
give some idea of the kinds of things that may be found in the 
files. I'm rather unhappy about the suggestions I've made fo r 
they seem entirely inadequate to meet the request you make, but 
any effort to go through all the documents and raise specifi c 
questions would require considerably more time than we ha ve at 
present. I hope that $ what I send you will be of some help 
to Spencer or whoever goes to Tule. 

I feel that the best procedure would be to have certain 
gaps filled in, and then to document all the important crises 
that developed at Tule Lake. The gaps, as you know, are con-
cerning^ occupational mobility, distribution of worker s in vari-
ous departments, the sales of the community enterprise and Coop., 
cost accounts of the project, medical hospital, the farm pr oject, 
problems of the construction division, and, generally, the admi-
nistration's view of all the problems. The major crises tha t 
need documentation are listed under the problems of the of fice 
of the project director in the enclosed sheets.J 

I think Tom may have some additional points to raise, but 
I shall leave that to him and send on what I've written. 

Best wishes to all. I hope that this job can be success-
fully handled. I'm personally appalled at the gaps we left 
in our work at Tule Lake. 

Sincerely yours, 

T 

s 

X 



August  110,  1943 

Dear Dorothy: 

A week or two ago I sent in an order for certain material 
that we need in this office. We are in rather urgent need of 
more yellow second sheets, an item that was lifcted among the 
orders of that letter, and I should appreicate it if you co uld 
inquire about hurrying that order through. We also find tha t 
we're going out of white bond paper. This isn't urgent, a nd 
if this request isn't soon enough to get it in with the o ther 
order that I put in, it can probably wait until we place ano tha? 

Tom suggests that our manuscripts and documents could be 
better sent to you by express than by first class mail. The 
stuff piles up in a hurry here, and it would be a savings if 
we wrapped it in a box and expressed it to your office coll ect. 
Likewise, it would avoid the problem of getting large denomi na-
tion stamps. I hope this procedure will be satisfactory wi th 
you. 

The time slips for Louise Suski and Sumi ^guchi were sub-
mitted a little late for payment on the month of July, but I 
wonder what has happened to their checks. Will it be paid 
this month or must they wait till later? Could you check on 
this when you find the time for it. 

order• 

Sincerely yours 



August 11, 1943 

k / � j 
Dear Pranks /tVv 

Here is how your emergency salary Increase standsi 

1. You had It.|  J 
2« You received such a small check for the month of July 

because, the business office told us, your tax exemptio n 
certificate was received late. Consequently, the maximum 
tax was deducted from your check* 

3« This Is nonsense, because we sent all the tax deduction 
certificates to the business office at one time, but the 
maximum tax was taken only from your check. The enclos ed 
carbon copy of the letter written by Dorothy to Mr« Lu ndberg 
explains the step we have taken to reimburse you« 

5« I doubt very greatly you will be reimbursed at the 
moment for this added deduction« This impression I gain ed 
from talking to people working in the accounting office « 
If you are not reimbursed by cash Immediately, however, yo ur 
reimbursement will come at the end of the current calenda r 
year when your final tax will, be computed, and If you hav e 
been over-taxed, then the government will reimburse you  for 
your excess payments, or credit you for future tax paymen ts, 

6« In any case, your base salary is $175,00 a month, and 
starting with the August cheok you'll receive this amoun t 
less only the taxes that are required by law (In your cas e. 
I think, the taxes will amount to about $14 or $16 monthly ), 

7« The business office tells me that 400 or 500 people 
are In the same boat" as you, but that\certainly doesn't 
mitigate your position« And especially since your car d was 
in as early as the others« iI I r 

That f s all for now« Best regards to everybody« « 

Sincerely yours, 
II j ; -
17 j 

Morton Grodzins 
/• 7\ 

Enclosure 



August 12, 1943 

Dear Frank: 

The supplies that you ordered were sent out on 
August 9 and. today, we put In another order for three 
reams of white bond paper* The Storehouse Informs us 
that It may take two weeks for you to get the order, so 
don't hesitate to buy anything you need In the meantime. 
I think it is a very good idea to send the manuscripts 
and documents by express* They should be insured for the 
amount that it would take to have the copying done over 
again* In the case of documents which have never been 
oopled, for example, Charlie's Diary, I don't know whatW 
to suggest In the matter of Insurance* TTn questionably^ 
valuable documents, of which there are no copies, shoul d 
be sent by registered mall, as X think It is safer than 
express* 

The time slips for Louise Suskl and Suml Xguchl 
have been submitted for payment, and they should get  / 
their oheoks shortly* 

Regards to all* 

Sincerely yours, 

Porothy Swaine Thomas 



August 14, 1943 

Dear Franks 

I am enoloslng copy of a lettor from the accounting 
office whioh, I think, contains good news for you. 

I am also enclosing an article written by Jobo 
Nakamura. It is not completely enough documented, I 
would like, for instanoe, to get specific examples of 
oensorshlp, I wonder whether Howard Imazekl could be 
persuaded to give us something more on this? The spell-
ing is atrocious, but it Is Jobo's fault, and we haven» t 
tried to ohange what are obviously errors In Japanese 
names • 

Bob Spencer is greatly impressed with the list of 
questions you have written out. He will try to fill in 
a number of the gaps himself, and will also see whether 
there Is not some material that they will lend us and 
let us have oopled in Berkeley, Some of the questions 
you ask could obviously be answered by Shlrrell, and I 
think It would be a good Idea to have Morton interview 
him when he is in Chicago, for it Is probable that 
Shlrrell would talk more freely to him than to you. 

Regards to all. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dorothy Swalne Thomas 

Stoolosures 



August 21, 1943 

Pear Franks 

Victory has come to the Evacuation and Resettle-

ment Study, and to Thomas, the boss. The attached copy 

of a letter from Mr, Lundberg and attached oheok explain 

all. Sing HallelujahI 

I will see you In Chicago on September 3. Best 

wishes to all. 

Sincerely yours, 
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August 21, 1943 

Dear Dorothy: 

I want to acknowledge receipt of several items that were 
sent since I last wrote you. The checks for Sumi Iguchi and Lou ise 
Suski came through about a week ago. The University also sent me 
a check for $7.50 covering the rental for the typewriter tha t I 
took out. Your letter indicating that $20.80 will be remi tted to 
me as the difference on the income tax that the University wi thdrew 
and the actual amount that should have been withheld has b een re-
ceived, along with Jobo Nakamura's article on the Dispatch . Finally, 
the University stcokroom sent us three reams of white bond pa per. 
Thank you for taking care of all these matters. 

However, we're still without the yellow second sheets that we 
ordered some time ago, as well as other items such as notebo oks 
that we ordered at the time. The stockroom has sent us a bill of 
lading, page 947, Southern Pacific Express, indicating the shipment 
of a fifty pound carton of stationery items on August 9. We wonda? 
if this bill refers to the shipment of three reams of white b ond 
that has already come through, or if it means that the shipme nt 
of the other items for which we are waiting is on its way . Gould 
you kindly check with the storehouse to see if the latter shi pment 
is being made. We could use about ten reams of yellow second sh ed: s 
and we'd like to have them as soon as possible. 

I imagine that Spencer must have been overwhelmed by my list 
of questions and suggestions for going through the Tule La ke files. 
I realize that a few specific questions would have been m uch more 
desirable, but in goingthrough our material there were so m any 
gaps that required filling in that I found myself unable to li mit 
the questions to any specific problems. I myself should f eel gra-
tified if Spencer picks up anything that he considers of impo rtant 
in the files. I am sure that Morton could get a lot oittt of ta lking 
to Shirrell he seems to have much more time to see people th an 
when he was at Tule and I suspect he'd be willing to discuss w ith 
Morton some of the gaps in our data about Tule , and I suggest 
that Morton try to see him at his home. There is also Kendall S miSi 
who ran the Gommunity Enterprises with an office up at Rock ford 
now, and if there's time for Morton to see him too, he may be abl e 
to get a lot on the early problems of the C.E. from him. 

Tom says that he is willing to run down to St. Louis to see 
the Matsungga girl. He suggested that I go down, but Tom k nows 
the people fiown there and I'm sure he'd get more out of the time 
spent there. 

We look forward to Morton's visit here. Best wishes to ever y-
one. 
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August 24, 1943 

Dear Dorothy: 

Enclosed Is the time slip for Louise Suski. As you will see , 
it runs considerably over the ninety hour limit that you set for 
our secretarial help. In part this is my fault for I failed to 
watch the amount of time she was spending on our work, alth ough I 
know that she has been doing a lot of work for us duiing the pas t 
month. Both Tom and I havi had her taking dictation in clean ing 
up material that was left over from Tule Lake, and that acco unts 
for the major portion of her work tl̂ pw 

If it would be possible to send her a check for the amount of 
time put in during the past month, we could perhaps cut down o n her 
work time for this month. Kindly tell us how the budget stan ds on 
the matter of secretarial help. Would you advise that we li mit her 
to the very minimum time this month? Tom has yet to turn in the 
time slip for Sumi Iguchi. 

We received a carton of material from the University Stor ehouse 
yesterday, and we are now well outfitted with everything t hat we 
need immediately. Please ignore the last inquiry I made abo ut the 
yellow second sheets» 

Michi was very happy to hear from you yesterday. I'm sure 
she 1!! drop you a line sometime. I took note of your enclosed mes-
sage to the staff about collecting letters on segregation, and €e'll 
do the best we can about it. 

I don ! t know whether Howard Imaseki will have time to write 
anything for us now, but I have his address in Boulder and s hall 
write to him inquiring about the possibility. Moreover, Jo bo Uaka-
mura is now here in Chicago, as well as Prank Tanabe who i s mentioned 
frequently in the accounts in fact, the whole gang of Dispa tch edi-
tors are around—-and I 111 see that they're nailed for an interview. 

Please give my best wishes to W. I. With regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

\  
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August 24, 1943 

Dear Morton: 

Allah and Dorothy Thomas be praised. 1 Thank you for the 
check for $20.80 from the comptrollers.  The tactics that won this 
victory must have been beautiful; a pincer drive, I presume . 

All of us look forward to your visit in Chicago. We'll 
be looking for you on September 3 or thereabouts. 



August 26, 1943 

Dear Prank: 

This la a joint letter from Morton and me. Another 
crisis is impending in the study due to the possibility t hat 
Morton, in spite of his status as a pre-Pearl Harbor fat her, 
will be Inducted around the first of the year. We had a 
long talk today with Professor Chaney of the University W ar 
Council, and though he promised to do all he could for 
Morton, he was of the opinion that he could do no more tha n 
postpone his induction for one or two months after the g eneral 
reclassification of pre-Pearl Harbor fathers takes plac e. 

Morton is at this point doing the dictating! The 
situation is a orisis one for me (Morton) because I am now  at 
the stage of drawing together and completing the pre-eva cuation 
segment of the study. I oould probably finish this before t he 
postulated date for my induction at the end of January if I 
worked straight through on it. However, we are all agre ed 
that the collection of the Washington data Is essential for 
the study as a whole and that this collection cannot w ait until 
after my draft status is decided, because of the possib ility 
of personnel changes in the WRA. As you know, we hav e, up to 
very recently, been merely tolerated by WRA. How we are in 
their best graces, and Mr. Myer personally has assured us th at 
we can have complete access to even the most confidenti al 
file data. In fact, he Is extremely anxious to get the WR A 
story of what is going on into our hands. 

The dilemma I face Is thist By staying in Berkeley 
and passing up the Washington data I could probably have one 
segment of the study reasonably complete by induction date. 
ButV by going to Washington I run the risk of having two in-
complete segments when the bugle calls. After talking t o 
Chaney, both Dorothy and I agree that the WRA material in 
Washington is valuable enough for us to take the latter risk. 
However, we are both agreed that it is necessary for me to 
get to Washington and back as soon as possible. Dorothy had 
the brilliant idea at least partially to solve the dilemm a 
and at the same time add appreciably to the value of your 
work on the study* 

Dorothy dictating* My plan is to have you go to 
Washington with Morton and have the two of you work as a t eam. 
This would haloe the time of the Washington trip and make it 
necessary for both of you to be there probably not more th an 
three and certainly not more than 4, weeks. In addition, I 



feel very strongly that it would add appreciably to the v alue 
of the analysis and give us aomethlng that Morton could n ot 
poaalbly get alone. His intereat8 are in policy forma tion 
and the intar-relation of agenciea and the relatlona of t he 
WRA with congressional and other groupa* Whereas he haa a 
broad appreciation of the aoolologlcal aspects of the p ro-
blema, this is not the field in which he has been trained* 
With your background, and backlog of experience in the Pro-
jects, you will be in a position to raiae many questio ns to 
which answers can be sought in tha files of the  WRA,  or by 
interview with the peraona concerned* I believe that a 
team composed of the two of you would be able to achieve , not 
only a valuable collaboration from the atandpolnt of the st udy, 
but a collaboration that would be mutually stimulatin g and 
peraonally profitable* I don't think you need feel any 
reticence because of anticipated realatanoea on the part  of 
some of the WRA personnel In giving out information to  a 
former evacuee* You and Morton would be able to make a 
working arrangement Whereby he handlea these difficul t 
personalltlea (and we have no lllualona about how difficult 
aome of them will be), and in those oaaea you can act com-
pletely behind the scenes* I should anticipate that you 
ahould set up together a sort of office* Knowing the 
Waahington situation, it will probably be your bedroom, a nd 
Morton oan feed you the material that you need* You ahoul d 
try to get a full or part time person to aid you in typing, 
but you and Morton will work together on analyala and on 
briefing important dooumenta which are too lengthy for co py-
ing* It will undoubtedly be a tough grind, but certainly a 
moat profitable one* In fact, I only wlah that I could be 
a third member of the party, but that la quite impossib le 
at present* 

Morton dictating} Frank, I have reservatlona out of 
Chicago on the 9s60 a #m* B. & 0* train #10. the Mew York 
Express, oar 101, on Saturday morning, September 11* I inte nd 
to atay with a good friend of mine In Pittsburgh that ev ening 
and on Sunday catch the same train for Washington* I t leaves 
Pittsburgh at 11:07 p.m* f  and I have lower berth #6 In car 103* 
My friend In Pittsburgh, an Instructor in metallurgy at  Carnegie 
Teoh, would be delighted to have you stay overnight with me at 
their place and to spend Sunday with us in Pittsburgh , I, 
therefore, suggest that you try to get first class reserv atlona 
on the Maw York Expreaa from Chicago to Plttaburgh on Sept ember 
11, and a berth on the aame train from Plttaburgh to Wash ington 
on September 12* If you do not fancy this plan, or if you 
are unable to get parallel reservatlona, then I suggest, as an 
alternative, that you try to go straight through on the Mew 
York Express which leaves Chicago Sunday morning, Septemb er 12* 
In this ease, I would get on the same train with you at 
Plttaburgh, and we would arrive In Waahington together, M onday 
morning, Septes&er 13* If reaervatlona are unavailable fo r 
thia train, my third auggeatlon la for you to get any aooommo da-



tion you can that  wi l l get  you In Washington  as near to 
Monday, September 13, as possible* Be sure to get a round 
trip ticket In any ease* 

So far. my  accommodations In Washington consists of a 
shivering spot at the base of the Washington monument. However, 
I have several friends and  acquaintances whom I am counting on 
for an Invitation for living quarters. Also, I have heard  of 
a Friends Service Committee International Students 1 House 
(address unknown at present) that Is supposed to have e mergency 
accommodations for Irresponsible travelers» If possibl e, I 
think we ought to live together because there undoubted ly will 
be much night work. I will pursue every line possible in t his 
direotlon, and I hope something will have turned up by th e 
time I get to Ohlcago on September  3*  If you have any ideas 
about getting accommodation so that we can live together, 
please follow them  up* If the worst comes to the worst, we'll 
just have to sponge separately off our respective friends« 

Porothy dictating: Frank, I seem to be giving you 
relatively little choice in this matter«  You understand that 
if you have any  objections you should simply yell loudly, and 
I will take full  cognisance of them» Because of the shortness 
of time, however, we have gone into all these details s o that 
if the proposition is agreeable to you, you can go right ahead 
and make your plans* Youkjow how difficult It Is to get 
reservations on the trains, so If It Is  agreeable, I suggest 
that you rush right down to the tioket bureau and get the 
reservations immediately« Since I believe that a trip to 
Washington for you has many advantages, not only for t he 
study as a whole, but for you personally, I assume that y ou 
will be willing to go. Working on that assumption, I am 
having a travel advance forwarded to you from the busi ness 
office immediately for $200.00* If you decide not to go, y ou 
can simply send  the cheek back to us« One further word, will 
you please be very discreet in talking about this plan ? 
Haturally, our staff should be informed and, of course, y o u 'l l 
talk it over with Michi. But remestoer the unfortunate exper ience 
with Blumer, who hot-footed it to Washington and told Prov inse 
everything Charlie and I had been Indiscreet enough to  say one 
morning when we had been letting down our hair, and I don' t 
trust anybody but our own tight group. The WRA has Its own 
grapevine and, though there will be absolutely no disputatio n 
about your working with Morton on the file data, the be st plan 
will be to let Morton handle this announcement with Myer d irect-
ly rather than to let the wrong people discuss it In advanc e. 

We bid you adieu and God bless youl 

Si ncerel y yours, 

P# S# Because of the uncertainty of the mail, we are sending one 
copy of this to your home and one to the office. 
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August 88, 1943 

Dear Dorothy: 

Your letter of August 26 came as a distinct surprise. I 
was mentally prepared to go west if necessary, but this su dden re-
v e r b of direction has me "bewildered, 

I have thought offer the proposition of going to Washingto n 
ouite carefully, and for the moment I can T t find any objections 
in the plan that I might yell loudly about. Washington wil l be a 
new experience for me, and if Myer has given us an open sesam e, 
it seems to me that a three or four week trip out there mig ht prove 
ruite profitable. I shall inquire at the ticket office of th e Bal-
timore and Ohio for reservations on the same train with M orton. 
Please tell Morton that I should be delighted to stop over  at his 
friend 1 s in Pittsburgh, but if the train reservations can 11 be made 
out to make the stop-over possible for myself, I shall cert ainly 
try to be on the same train with him for Washington, or arrang e to 
arrive there es close to Sept. 13 as possible. I r ll let you know 
about the train reservations as soon as I find out about it. 

As for arrangemerCts for a place to stay in Washington, I re ally 
have no suggestions to make about it. I wonder if Na t j could help us 
in that regard? I ouite agree that a room together with Morton (I 
imagine that it's hopeless to get very much office space or an y kind 
of room space in Washington now) would probably be most suit able for 
our work/ I shall make what inquiries I can about living qua rters 
in Washington for the interim, but I shall count on you to make the 
room arrangement. If nothing is worked out before Morton l eaves, 
I am sure that we can work out something after Morton arrive s here 
in Chicago. I have several friends in Washington, but I've un for-
tunately been out of touch with them. 

I'm flattered to be selected as a teammate with Morton for the 
visit in Washington. I'm not ruite as confidant as you t hat my back-
ground in sociology and the projects will be of any great aid i n 
getting information at Washington 1 wish I had Morton's a bility 
for that kind of work , but perhaps we can work out the mag ic com-
bination between us. I shall certainly do everything I c an to help 
p;et the desired material out. 

I take special note of your warning to remain silent about my 
proposed trip, except within our inner circle. I quite ag ree that 
everything should be done to prevent rumors about my reaso ns for going 
out there. With the Dies Commi, et al, seeking to find Japs who are 
influencing the Government, not to mentions all the ot her misconcep-
tions that might be held, I shall be more than glad to leave  it to 
Morton to introduce me to the Government. 

I am anxiously awaiting Morton's arrival here. Best wishe s, 



September 1,1943 

Dear 3Trank, 

Tour air m i l special delivery dated August  23 th  just 
arrived« Morton left last night, so you'may actually see 
him 'before you get this letter. Z am, of-course, deli ghted 
that you are so enthuslastie about the Washington trip* Z 
count on groat things from the super  team!  n Tou and Morton trill 
have to work out the room situation* Tou may have to bunk 
with HaJ for & night or two, but 1 most certainly hope you  and 
Morotn can arrange something together* 

Tou must have had to make a swift reorientation to get 
used to the idea offfashington rather than Tule Lake. * fee! 
like Cfrod, or at least like a train dlspatoher* Z am cer -
tainly engaged in ^ n M n ^ the people on tho study around* Th e 
mobility Is terrlflo* Bob Spencer leaves for Tule Lake o n 
Saturday* 7anie and X suddenly decided that a trip from 
Poston to Olla was called for, so Z sent off telegrams to 
arrange that. Rosalie Is due to return to Berkeley to work 
up her notes before the actual segregation movement begins at 
CHla. Ton goes to St. Louis shortly, I hope. DSS? went 
down to Southern Pacific and arranged tickets for hersel f 
and VJ1T for Chicago, leaving Bovenber 36th* At that time 
we shall have the great stock-taking* Zn a few days, Z sh all 
toll the Chicago boys what Z think should bo accomplished 
before that date* Z realise that Z seem to be pressing» 
but , with the draft situation ac it is, Z feel that we are 
actually working "on borrowed time"« Of-course, If we go on 
at our prosent rate, It Is perfectly obvious that we shal l 
also  be"  working  45  on borrowed money"  •  But Z am willing to 
talre a chance on that for the next few months* By Januar y 
Z think we shall have a clearer Idea of where we stand In 
relation to th© draft* 

one of ur earlier letters, you asked about get-
ting Blumer s reactions to some of the case studies. Z 
am heartily in favor of that, for Z value his Insights* 
Zt Is wise, however, not to show him the "inside the camps" 
material, i.e. t heft ?ulo Lake, Gil a, Po3ton, Manaanar r eports, 
for, as Z told you before, he is a little inclined to run 
to the WtA with his findings. Z appreciate his motives, 
and his indignation, but it won't do us any good if these 
reports got around 

*e*p In close touch rith me, and I shall reciprocate* 

Regards to ail, 
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September 1, 1943 

Dear Dorothys 

I am returning your check for $200 which you 
wrote out for us when it seemed that our pay checks 
might not come through on time. I believe all of us, 
Tom, Charlie, and myself, are fail^y well set finan-
cially and will have no need to use your check. 

We appreciate your thoughtfulness in advancing 
us the amount. 

Kindest regards, 

Sincerely yours, 

7s?-

P^ank Miyamoto 



September 7,1943 

Bear Prank t 

¿here arc one or two  rns  ttors which I wish you would t-ke 
up in £ st a?f meeting before you  leave for  Washington* 1  have 
reoently eone over all the eases quite carefully, and I sen t 
Charlie n detailed  analysis  of one of  his, »hieh  points  out 
the gaps* and, Z think, makes quite clear the ooint thit it is 
essential to  fill  out  one of  those  i -imeogrci!  hed schedules, not 
that we shcill use the data in that form at all, but as & check 
on eon  le  snese  and objectivity,  e shall be lost if  we  don't 
have those hard, cold facts when we need them* But, as Z 
pointed out to IterII©, it is in ortant that rapport not b e 
disturbed and, in so/e cases, it may well rrove to be ira ¡onsi ble 
to  get these f  ' c  '  • i s > o cases should,  howev r, be the ex* 
ception rather than the rule* They will, on the whole, be the 
cases  : hi  oh are  o M  •  iaed  by free association « l̂one, where 
the person beiag interviewed does not eeali^e "that he  Is a 

-Hi therefore is not viug coaaoious cooperation* 2 
went to be sure that omissions are of this sort and no/t du e 
merely to failure on  the part  of  the  interviewer to "»ail« the 
facts» S o — e v e r y case should liave an accompanying schedu le, 
which  £ct3  filled  out  in  She  course of tim«« fhis  ieed  not 
be sent to me until the ease is actually "closed 11» The interviewer 
should 3e hi  ¡3  o:..'.«! critic while tao case is in progress, although 
from time to time, Z may make an independent check to se$ how 
things are ¿going* if'i 

Second, i ohook-up ohoaid by «aade arom tame to  l time to 
see ho% the sam ling is going. ^e agreed to samole by sex, 
"by generations  I a  sol t  Ki'joi, ICibei) aua by oocup  .  ¿ion oirior 
to evacuation* Enclosed is a ¿ajuletlon sheet on which  Z' 
Iv-. vq cater  U the  t^ent^ -eight cases Z  have  jo far received* 
Z have made some  uinor  changes in our occupational classification 
to conform 1th ceaoue procedure as used by With• Ajny \sp ecific 
o cu atioa can, in terms of these categories, be identified from 
the Alphabetical  Index,  to  which  Z have referred,  and.  fof which 
you will fiad  a  copy in thw library,  Z a®  sure'» la ̂ o m ¿cases, 
information w a not sufficiently precise to enable me  so  'be\sure 
Z was allocating the ease to the proper category* f  |s  defect 
again, 11 be overcome *f the mimeographed schedule is fill ed 
out c. refully» To hel me to check up on the sampliUg^Vhi owotesr, ' 
Z uish. ov ry eaeo rrould begin with a stureoty ed sentenc\& § indica-
ting sex, genera tion and occupation , o ig. John ObAH &.is a 
®icei who, Just prior to evaeutation was a ohick sexor 
f etalMia,  California,,  or  something of  tteit  sort# 
careful to differentiate betwy^n people r/ho had their  qw ^. S 
business, those who were laborers, those who were  s les'^op^e 
or  clerke, etc. it is U3t enought to say  ft  xed, Oflcuno 
was working in a wholesale market  H . ĥr.t work did tedfw 
doi did he crate, was he a truck driver, Sid he sell, etjaU 



2 

How, what doos this check-u;> as of tho resent  'Jhov? o are 
doln& ">retty 'well with the Xsoei males and Hi  sol  males, if we 
are able to follow through on tho casos.  r; e are a little 
he vy on students ox both classes in rel tion to other for mer 
occupations*  r e can erinct, hoover, as  " QS *  poiutod :ut, to 
find  tii ¿t  a ¿rent majority of the Klsol were students  .  prlor to 
evacuation and th at this class vill  f  correctly, looto Important 
among reiofctlors, whan ishey are considered proportio nately* 
X suspect, however, that the saao Is not true of Xs^ei t h i 
we aru getting uii unrepresentative group the  ,  Xn any case, 
our sara line is to be of a *stratified" rathe: than a "pro o r-
tlonal" sort, since ^e do not know the "universe* 1 from which 
our o&scs ere selected. therefore, efforts should made 
to pick up oasee in the missing classes where possible^ Thi s 
does not mean that yon vill have to freese the sauple ¿'pi* the 
ether elwbooo, ¿or good 83 cares In the full cateogroles may 
continue to turn up» However, a very ecmoeleuic effort wi ll 
have ke ma a© to fill in the missing classes* Note \that 
the female cIp ses ?rr, in  gene rs 1, *  cry thin,  :  l Io &o pointed 
out to me in a recent letter» Xt Is probable that ŝo few 
issei wo' en are resettling at this stage thet these class es 
may be in:;sslblo to fill in • More effort chould be >wad e 
T7lth Nisei and Xibei women, and also, sith Xibai man* 
much Sot  tno sampling. *eep this chart, and add to it Vas 
you get further cases* 

¡Sot, in oornnarins Oharlio f s m 0 ^ 0 1 c oo.3gs( I ^aa^is© 
that ths  okj3 you sent in wore juat intended as "starters* un& 
cannot be analysed yet), I fin! that ?ogo  is  stron»or on the 
resettlement phases, and bccause of the nature of his i i | erm®w9t 

is more apt to t down specific f...et-> about employment *•'• #i®|yroyer 
relationship«» e  tc.  than Charlie, but that his eases are Vermv 
weak on V^okground and on th^ inpu ct of ov^cuation ¿¿en*? rally«r; 
Togo 9s chiSf function, as je defined it, was to open up- cases 
and start them, whereas someone dice was -0 c de le f t t>®\ 
responsibility of following up. As soon as Tom comesi bac k 
from St. Louis, X feel thrt he should be given the  re  sensibility 
of followin^wthrough on some of Togo f s "beginnings. Charlie 
obviously has his ham's full at present* although frost v h t 
Togo haa said, Charlie intends to follow up on sone of hie r 
"leads". Xt might be better for Togo, too, to limit hims elf \ 
to fewer casos( if extensive follow-up on all proves im pofcbible) 
and to try to complete several of thom in the time he can p ut 
on tho study t  following the ex ellent pattern started by ftharlie, 
modified by many of my suggestions as appear valid. 
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'hen comes the question of a general analysis of resett le-
ment In tho Chicago .irua, a sort of social h&atory usxti a nalysis 
of the "total situation"« '¿his, Z feel« should be , in part 
a continuing Job if or you yourself, in part a collaborati ve effort 
of tho staffs with running accounts sent in from time to tim e» 

Please do not think that X an sitting baok* in Berkeley , 
far rotated fron the day to day situation, and put:lug o n tho 
screws* Z as thoroughly pleased with the way things are 
going* Z liquid it  GO all of you* Joa that 13 jeiag 
done is magnificent* %&» Z realize, that the necessity of 
writing up reports on -peat eveiius(  pr  u~eveou.*tian # project* etc») 
is Just aa added burden that Is very necessary, but that  murt be 
taken Into aceount* 

"evertheleoe, Z £4el that a systemtlc aau period check-up 
may be of some value* And so here it is* 

Morton is undoubtedly uith you now. Z know  that',  you will 
really oujoy lue at* Li ¡.g tot. and ui  ';to  - o- j i la St* Louis« 
Let rae know how things are going. 

The check Z sent you wan duly received and destroyed* 

Re&r.rds to all* 
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September 10, 1943 

Dear Dorothy: 

I received the two hundred dollars advance from the Univers ity. 
Thank you for sending it along. I hiso have your letter of  Sept. 
7th following up your earlier comments on the case documents  we 
have been getting here. With regard to ^our earlier remark s, I 
have had Louise type out duplicates of the schedule for CH -4, the 
case from Charlie ! s file that you discussed, and I believe the 
data there will fill in some of the gaps which you mention . I'M 
asking Louise to make duplicates of all other filled-in sch edules; 
I regret we didn't send them to you earlier. 

For various reasons it was impossible to hold a staff meet-
ing just at this time to discuss your criticisms of the do cument. 
However, everyone except Togo has been in on the discussi on of 
your letters, and I hope that you'll be able to note some f avor-
able changes in consequence. We feel that the accompanying s ched-
u le will aid to a large degree in filling in the gaps you ment ion. 
On the other hand, we are also agreed that all of us should take 
greater care in pinning down all information, especially wh en tY&y 
concern factual data about migration, family compositio n, employ-
ment, etc. The main difficulty, as you recognize, is in mai ntain-
ing a free flow of words from the narrator while interspersi ng 
questions to "pin^down" facts. In our camp, I think there i s a 
tendency to feel that a lot of the factual data won't be a s sig-
nificant as the story as the narrator wants to tell it all owii^ 
him to emphasize and elaborate those experiences which he co nsiders 
most significant to himself. However, I think your orders to re-
cord with care the factual data available is extremely imp ortant 
I say this sincerely for it's easy to fall into a rather sl ip-
shodk mode of recording information about our cases. 

With regard to the sample that we are getting, your tabula-
tions will be helpful in preventing us from going too far ast ray. 
As you again recognize, some of these classes of people are ffery 
hard to find. This is true, for example, of issei who wer e domes-
tics prior to evacuation. I have some doubtw as to whether we 
can get ten such cases. We shall try to take care, however,  that 
wherever possible a more or less uniform number of cases ha ve been 
gotten for each of the categories. The possibility that th e staff 
might be drafted en masse at any time would emphasize the des ira-
bility of such a procedure. 

With reference to Togo's documents, I have been telling hi m 
to get only the shorter documents since it seemed difficul t for 
him, from his position in the Friends' Office, to get  -ar  more de-
tailed accounts We assumed that his function would be to ge t a 
kind of general picture of some of the problems affecting the re-
settlers; and there was not even the assumption that all o f the:© 
cases would be followed through, although all of us are exp ecting 
to follow up some of them. If Togo is to get longer cases, 4-he-
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the shorter sketches will have to be cut out, and it will be ne -
cessary to have him work more as the rest of us are doing, by 
going out to interview his people outside the office. I rath er 
doubt that he can combine the longer interviews with his usu al 
functions in the Friends 1 office. Will you kindly write directly 
to Togo suggesting the kind of documents you want from him . Togo 
himself expressed interest in the longer case study, and he 's 
trying one out on one of the problem cases right now. Person ally, 
I should hate to see the short sketches from Togo dropped, f or I 
find them revealing on some of t*e current problems facing the 
resettiers. 

I don't think we need any material immediately. Charlies 
will order later as the demand arises. 

I took Blumer's typewriter over to the Bookstore for a 
clean-up Job. It's to cost $7.50 but Morton and I felt that t he 
typewriter needed an overhauling. 

I'm leaving with Morton tomorow morning. I'll write from 
Washington. 

Ruth McKee, WRA historian, dropped in and chatted with me fo r 
a couple of hours. G-ave her nothing. But she mentioned a girl 
named'Kimiko Higashiuchi, 2316 Champa St., Denver Colora do, who is 
anxious to get in on some sociological research, namely, ou rs. 
McKee thought highly of her, but that's all I know about her. I 
offer this as another name to keep on the files. 

Sincerely yours, 



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 

EVACUATION AND RESETTLEMENT STUDY 
207 GIANNINI HALL 
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA July 29, 1943 

September 20, 1943 

Dear Dorothy: 

It's about time that the Evacuation and Resettlement Study , 
Washington Office, informs you of its doings. Mort delegat es me 
to the task since I've been quite negligent about keeping up  cor-
respondence with you. 

We received your letter of the 14th and the appended outli ne 
of items which Spencer picked up at Tule Lake. Please give hi m our 
congratulations on the excellent stuff that he got hold of . We 
would appreciate a full list of all that he got for it will ai d in 
preventing duplication, but as you say it seems "unlikely t hat we'll 
CDOSS over the same material in this office, by and large. We're 
very glad to have the rather complete list of material perta ining 
to registration for there is a tremendous lot of stuff in the files 
here regarding that subject, and we can now just fill in th e gaps 
left over after Spencer's research. 

I believe Morton's earlier letters give you a fairly good a c-
count of the material we're going through now. He's done an e xcel-
lent job of opening up the various staff people here, and th eir files, 
and I've been following him around cleaning up as the fi les are opened 
up. I believe we've worked up a system cf "teamwork'J whic h you men-
tioned in one of your letters while I was still in  Chicago,  that you 
hoped might be managed between us. My only fear is that Morto n is 
spending so much of his time at this work that he's not get ting what 
he wants for himself, but there Is yet time for him to contact  the 
various people he's interested in. 

So far, I've concentrated on the Regional Piles which were moved 
out here at the time the San Francisco office was closed. T here is 
some very good material there, and the only trouble with it is that 
there is so much that isn't of value mixed in with significan t data 
that Ife takes an excessive amount of time to cover al l the files. 
Sometimes I feel that I'm wasting the Su^dy's time going th rough 
this material as carefully as I am, yet on the other hand I'm afraid 
that if I don't do a fairly careful jotf of surveying this ma terial, 
the whole thing will have to be done over again later. The file s 
are organized in terms of subject headings, such as, organiz ation, 
complaints, fiscal, procurement, community management, i ndustrial 
and agricultural organization, etc., and I am concentrati ng on un-
covering worthwhile data on each of these sections for the three 
projects in which we are primarily interested. Of course, I am, at 
the same time, getting information on the general administ rative po-
licies and procedures. 
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October 18, 1943 

Dear Dorothy: 

I'm glad to be back in Chicago again after the month's work 
in Washington. By the time this letter reached you, Morton  will 
undoubtedly be back in Berkeley with our plunder, and since  he can 
tell you directly of our activities in the /liashington office of 
the WRA, I'll leave it to him to give you all the news. My f eeling 
about the Washington trip is that it was both too long an d too short. 
In many ways the material available wasn't as valuable and ex citing 
as III hoped it might be, and I think this was especially tr ue of 
the documents on affairs within the projects. As Morton wil l tell 
you, the national office of the WRA must be abysmally ign orant of 
the actual life within the projects---I can't see how they c ould 
possibly sense the moods of the communities on the basis of su ch 
communication as they have in their offices. Because there was 
very little in their files that had to do directly with the pro blems 
within the projects, my pickings were consequently very sl im. Cer-
tain problems like that of Registration received admirab le coverage, 
but as far as such important events afe the Tule Lake strik es, and 
even the Poston and Manzanar affairs went, there was surpri singly 
little information about them. On the other hand, it was poss ible 
to reconstruct some of the main trends of WRA thinking about v ari-
ous subjects such as medical service, community government , work 
projects, and so on, but that reconstruction really requir ed a much 
more thorough investigation cf the files,tand a considera ble amount 
of interview, than was possible in the limited time we had . In any 
case, I hope you are properly impressed by the size of the cartons 
of material which Morton shipped to your office. 

Iji was a pleasure to work with Mort, and I'm sure noone el se 
on our staff could have gotten as mudi material out of t he WRA in 
the same time as he did. He got about twice as much work done as I 
dlrl and probably did a better job of it all around. Mort, of course, 
is impatient and aggressive, and he has a tremendous drive; but it 
was perhaps just as well that I was along, with my directly opposite 
nature, for two such individuals as he would have clean ed out the WRA 
and left them nothing to work with. 

Before he left, Mort and I agreed that some plan must be w orked 
out to make the material that was collected available to bot h offices. 
He probably has already told you of our plan for taking care o f this 
problem. I brought with me to Chicago all the duplicate cop ies that 
were made in Washington, but we're missing all the documents for which 
no duplicates were made, such as the mimeographed materia ls and the 
original documents that we "borrowed". You'll undoubtedly recognize 
6ur need for some of these original documents, and I only re peat this 



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 

EVACUATION AND RESETTLEMENT STUDY 
207 GI ANNIN I HALL 
BERKELEY 4, CALIFORNIA 

to remind you of our desire to go over carefully all that was 
picked up in Washington. I also brought with me to Chicago the 
duplicates of documents that Tamie and Jimmie would be i nterested 
in with reference to Poston and Minddoka. I am asking Tom and 
Charlie to look this stuff over as soon as they can so that I m ay 
forward the Poston and Minidoka material to Tamie and Jimmi e. 
Here again, however, the original documents for which no co pies 
were made are not in the Chicago files, and you will have to 
forward them from Berkeley after you've sifted them out fro m ¿11 
the Washington material. 

I have thought over your proposition that I spend my tim e from 
now on writing up the Tule Lake material, and I've arrived a t the 
conclusion that it would be the most profitable way for me  to spend 
my time. I agree with Mort and you that somebody has to do this, 
and since it is directly in line with my interest, I'm perf ectly 
happy and willing to take over the job. My only objection i s that 
the Chicago staff composed of Charlie, Tom and myself isn 't movirg 
rapidly enough to get a sufficient number of cases to fil l in all 
the categories we set up in our June discussions of aur samp ling 
problem, and the removal of l/Shd of the interviewing staff only 
increases the problem of getting sufficient cases for the pu rpose 
we have in mind. Of course, actually Cafcrlie has been doing a lot 
more interviewing than any of the rest of us, and he alone ma y be 
able to get a bulk of the interviewing done, but I felt that  it 
was just about the time I left for Washington that I was get ting 
into the stride of interviews. I have, right now, several c ases 
that I started in August that need* to be competed, and o thers that 
were pending. 

I should iike to suggest as an alternative plan, that I 
spend the most of toy time writing up the Tule Lake material, but 
that I be  aL  lowed to do an occasional interview both to help the 
Ghlcago interviews along as well as to keep me in touch with what's 

f^? 8 ^ 0 1 1 I , m n o t i n a  Position to predict how many interviews 
1 11 be able to accomplish on such a schedule, but it may be a suf-
ficient number to make a difference over the long run. I'l l have 
to talk this over with Charlie and Tom since I haven't menti oned 
this alternative plan to them yet, but I think they may be wil ling 
to go along with it. 

I am enclosing an account of my expenses on the trip to Washin g-
ton. On the basis of this account, I would have a check of 130. 00) 
coming to me since the total amount is § 2 3 0 . a n d I was advance d 
^200.00 of this amount. I was somewhat puzzled as to how to ma ke 
out an account of my expenses, for although my actual rent an d food 
expenses probably didn't run up to #5.00 per diem, there we re inci-
dental expenses of tips and gifts (after being invited to d i Ler £ec ) 
that probably wouldn't have been incurred in the normal co ur^ of  } 

living here. If it seems that I have overcharged the study , please 
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let me know for I shall be glad to go over my expenses more c are-
fully to see what revisions can be made. The weekly rental f or the 
last two weeks of stay in Washington at $12 per week was for  a room 
for Michi and myself, and might have been somewhat less ex pensive 
for myself alone. It was a rather ordinary room for which I ha ted 
to pay twelve bucks a week, but it had the virtue of being clo se to 
the Barr Building and being handy generally. I*ve let th e $12 a 
week for the room stand, and in lieu of the double expens e that it 
included for Michi and myself, I've dropped some of the tax i, phone 

and other expenses that I think I might legitimately have cha rged 
the study. I»m not strong on bookkeeping, so please let me know 
what you think of this account. 

We look forward to your trip here in November. I hope you do n't 
mind if I let people know that you and W. I. may be out about then 
±± when they inquire about you, as many do. Michi and I send o ur 
regards to both of you. 

Sincerely yours, 

Z7 



October 22, 1943 

Dear Frank: 

I was glad to get your letter of October 18« 
Morton hasn't arrived yet, but a mysterious telegram 
Indicates that we can probably expect him by the end 
of this week* Two enormous cartons have come from 
Washington, and I have opened them and gone through 
the material hastily. I agree with you that there Is 
disappointingly little In regard to the projects but 
mueh Interesting material on polloy formation and 
changes. I'll wait until Morton arrives before attempt-
ing any organization of the material and he will, of 
course, tell me just what it is that you want us to 
send to Chicago. 

In regard to the Poston material, Tamle is now 
in Cleveland, and her address Is o/o Mlohlo Kunitanl, 
11235 Bellflower Road. 

By-the-way, I was surprised to note that there 
do not seem to be any reports from the Community 
Analysis section. I had had an idea that people like 
Opler and LaVlolette were sending in a good many 
manuscripts that were not represented in the mimeograph -
ed releases that were being sent out. What became of 
all the oorrespondenoe that they must have had with the 
national office? 

I am delighted that you are willing to spend a 
major part of your time on writing up the Tule Lake 
material. I agree completely with your proposition 
that you should also keep an eye on the Chicago situ-
ation and spend sane of your time on interviews. 

X find no objection whatsoever to your expense 
account. We have put it through, so that you should 
shortly receive a check for $30.91. 

X don't mind at all if you tell people that W.I. 
and I are oomlng to Chioago. We have our tickets and 
everything Is all set for us to leave here on November 
26. Give my best to Michl. How did she enjoy the 
Washington trip? 

Sincerely yours, 
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Oct. 25, 1943 

Dear Dorothy: 

Enclosed is Louise»s time slip from Sept. 34 to 
Oct. S3 during which time she put in 176 hours of work. I am 
also enclosing the time slip for Sumi Iguchi. After a dis-
cussion ¿with Morton concerning our secretarial aid, we agreed 
that we needed one full time help in the office and that we 
should terminate Sumi's part-time aid. Tom wrote Sumi to tel l 
her that we would no longer require her help, and unfortun ately 
Sumi seemed to interpret her dismissal as a result of her 
personal incompetency and was rather heart-broken over it . 
Tom and 1 both feel that it would do much to boost her morale 
to receive this final check/ so would you kindly make one ou t 
for the time indicated. Morton will, no doubt, convey our 
agreement (or our understanding) concerning the problem o f 
secretarial haLp.» I trust that some means may be found to 
permit the jgfflfllff̂ of Louise on a full time basis. 

Charlie received Mrs. Wilson Ts letter of Oct. 23 
in which she indicates that our missing supplies is suppos ed to 
be on the way. We are still looking forward to the arrival o f 
this material since we need it badly. But we understand, of 
course, that you may not be in any position to do anything 
about it. l assume that the interview schedules will be in th e 
mail within the next few days. 

*r 
We could use some two and three cent stamps and %  K  > 

possibly some six cents airmail. Will you send these at you r r 
convenience. We appreciate the form for ordering suppli es f JP 
which Mrs. Wilson made out and we shall make it a practice t o 
use them for ordering in the future. 

You inquire concerning the community analysis 
reports. In looking over the files in Spicer's office at Was h-
ington, my impression was that the reports of the community 
aietfti-e analysis section was no ̂-significant data for o ur study 
as some of the other material that were available. More spec i-
fically, l felt that it was more important for us to get con crete 
factual information rather then analyses^ which was th e charact-
eristic of much of the material in Spicer's office. It was 
largely a question of what material to gather and what to lea ve 
out^ flue to our shortage in typing aid. 

I am glad to know that you are definitely coming 
about the last of November. We're all working hard so that w e 
may have something to show you when you arrive. 

Sincerely yours, 



w, ! 

i 

Rm 12, Social Science Res. Bldg. 
1126 - E. 59th St. 
Chicago 37, Illinois 
October 30, 1943 

Dear Dorothy: 

In this letter I want to speak only for myself in reply t o your 
letter of October 28 since Tom, Charlie and Togo may hav e different 
reactions from mine to what you say. I appreciate your takin g the 
time to explain further and at length your views on some of the prob-
lems which have been bothering us. Y/hatever may have bee n your 
reaction to the discussion which we asked Morton to conve y to you, 
I am glad that it served to provoke a reply from you for yo ur letter 
helps me to clarify my own thinking about our research. I want to 
di scuss  the methodological problem first since it interests me 
most. 

Your affirmation of the need for emprical studies out of which 
theories may grow a view which I am sure W # I. shares with you 
I think is a healthy tonic to a bunch of young sociologist s like 
ourselves who are easily led into speculation and theor izing. If the 
only contribution of your letter is to make us more than ev er aware 
of the importance of getting good empirical data in our s tudy, of 
gathering observations that are verified, your letter w ill have 
served a desirable purpose. It is a view which I admire, bu t from 
which I wander easily. If I wander from straightforward empiric al 
studies, however, it ! s because I feel doubts when I work strictly 
in that way, and feel the need of some conceptual framework  within 
which to think about my research. For my own benefit in understand-
ing what bothers us, as well perhaps for yours, I should li ke to 
review briefly the circumstances in which our concern o ver methodo-
logical questions arose. 

In studying the community in Tule Lake, we had a problem  stated for 
us, of the nature of the adjustments of evacuees to the im pact of 
evacuation, for which we were to seek accurate descriptiv e accounts. 
Some suggestions were made, which later proved to be good l eads 
of the kinds of material that we might observe such as ru mors, in-
stances of conflict, changes in various institutional f orms, etc. 
We were confronted with the difficulty that an enforced m ass mi-
gration was an entirely new thing as a bubject for socio logical 
analysis, but we went into the community armed with th ese sugges-
tions and started hunting for what was significant in the community. 

In my own case, because most of the people in the communi ty were 
strangers to me, there was a problem of getting acquainted w ith the 
people, and I chose the recreation department as a place w here I 
might make some of my initial contacts. It happened that o ne of the 
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first major conflicts of the community developed in that depart-
ment, and I felt that I should study the situation. Howev er, in 
order to understand what was happening, I felt it necessar y to get 
a general picture of the organization of the recreatio n department, 
and consequently I took some time getting an understandi ng of that 
aspect of the pr  oblem.  I am not now sure that my expenditure of 
time there was justified, but at the mpment I was following some-
thing which I considered important. There were, of course , other 
reasons for concentrating on the subject, but I shan' t trouble to 
mention them now. 

In the meantime, there were other important developments t aking 
place such as the sectional conflict between the Northwe sterners 
and the Californians, and the farm conflict, which I se nsed were 
important aspects of the project development. Likewise, it was 
evident that someone should follow the political deve lopments of 
the community, and since I was interested in the problem , I at-
tempted to attend all the Council meetings as well as of th e Block. 
I felt too that the block was the major social unit of the communi-
ty and I started gathering some notes on the behavior of th e block 
people. I would pick up a rumor, and occasionally attempt  to trace 
it or determine its area of influence. There were all these and 
many other diverting occurrences cropping up in the rapi dly chang-
ing scene of the camp, and in a sense I was running around ma dly 
trying to keep up with the trend of affairs. Not the least of our 
problems was that of getting down our observations on pap er so 
that we might go back to them later and understand the events 
as they actually took place. 

Here in Chicago in studying the resettled population, I h ave not 
felt as acutely the problem of selecting data. We have ten ded to 
limit ourselves to gathering case documents of individu al careers 
and the work has been much more channelized than in the ce nter. 
But even in this work the question of inclusion and exclu sion in 
our interview questions has frequently appeared. In the first place, 
our interview outline is extremely detailed and lengthy an d it is 
difficult to get adequate accounts of all its aspects. More over, 
I constantly feel that there must be certain phases of the  indi-
vidual report which are much more important than others.  Because 
there is a limitation of time in these interviews, it is frequently 
necessary to leave out of the interview whole areas of an in dividual's 
life which doesn't strike me as important then, but whi ch may be of 
considerable importance if the problem were viewed diffe rently. 
Working in this way, one is always a little in doubt as to whe ther 
the questi ons being asked are the significant ones or not. 

* 

This is a candid expression of my î fvoi(o£o£ in the resear ch at 
Tule Lake and here, and I believe this is the general experi ence of 
those of us who have been concerned with the methodologic al aues-
tTon. In v way It Is an account of wEat not to do In locloldgi cal 
research, and perhaps I should be embarrassed that I hav e not learned 
more about research as a student. It is a confession of lac k of 
foresight and ingenuity, but I am not sure that, know ing this, I 
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shall be able to correct the fault for future research . 

It is in the light of this experience that I wish to make m y comments 
on your statement of methodology. I like the simplicit y of the 
problem as you set it out for us. I f m impressed by the fact that 
too many social scientists take a too complicated view of their 
problem in their effort at "original" research. I am sure that one 
of my main difficulties is an inability to see things sim ply, to 
state simple yet significant questions about our study. But having 
stated your problem as you have, iñ its very simple form, i t seems 
to me that it leaves the research assistant with a ho st of questions. 
The important one is regarding the relevance of data. Y ou admit 
this difficulty and offer suggestions for overcoming it b y defining 
special areas of interest such as the political organizat ion, eco-
nomic organization, etc., and further implement your rema rks by 
indicating special emphases. However, If we apply your problem 
to these various fields of interest, there still remain s the ques-
tion of what to look for since there were innumerable re strictions 
in each of the fields, and there were equally innumerable adjustments 
to these restrictions. As for the resettlement phase of our study, 
the adjustments of the resettlers is not merely predica ted upon 
the restrictions placed upon them, but by numerous other p ressures 
which they feel. 

I am inclined to disagree that the anthropological meth od, strictly 
speaking, is the one best suited to the study of modern  society. 
I do agree with you that they've set an admirable precedent  of 
"patient and cumulative" analysis, and I also think the soc iologist 
would do well to get their hands as "dirty" as the anthropo logists 
have. But the success of thelanthropologists, it seems t o me, has 
depended in large part upon tne fact that the societies t hey have 
customarily studied have been stable and simple ones, w here the 
society could be seen as a whole by a single researcher and the 
structures could be clearly defined. When the anthropo logist stu-
dies modern society, however, it seems that the general c onsequence 
Is either to see a dynamic situation as a static one, or to adopt 
the habit of the sociologist in starting with some conce ptual view. 
WarndE and Lynd, perhaps, are not the best examples of soci al an-
thropologists, but their work suffers as ibuch as thos e of most so-
ciologists  1  by the latter tendency. 

In talking to anthropologists studying the relocation c enters, I 
find that most of them seem to consider the problem of a ccultura-
tion as one of the crucial ones. Such a study requires a pi cture, 
or a series of pictures, of the Japanese society at ce rtain static 
points; that is, "culture" as more or less traditional p atterns of 
common behavior must be seen as existing. It is possible  to get 
such pictures of culture change even in the rapidly shif ting scene 
of the relocation center if one studies changes in such c ustomary 
Japanese practices as the Buddhist religion, marriage  ceremonies, 



sxrno matches, and eating habits. Moreover, it is easier to  study 
the relocation center life with the jr oblem defined in this way 
for these aspects of culture may be treated as objective  afcfcifacts 
going through certain changes. When one tries to catch the d ynamics 
of relocation center life, however, it seems doubtful to me that 
a simple study of "Cultural facts" will serve our purpose satis-
fy  y

n \ ? dynamics of the situation seem to lie not merely 
in the cultural aspects of the evacuees, but they seem to arise 

« h  e ™c u ®e S a ? w h o l e h u m a n  beings. Then the question arises 
as to where the dynamic impulses come from, where they ma y best be 
studied; and if the study is to progress some assumptions have to 
be made and some tentative hypotheses have to be formula ted! 

I don't think we disagree on fundamentals. You are demandi ng as 
you've repeatedly done, that we collect sound e m p L i c S d a t ^ n 

° ? l l e c t i o n o f  ^ t a is the first step 
the uit ^ s s e ? r c h . I agree with this. Furthermore, you abhor 
social research f ^ *I , t e ??  a s a  Parting p o L t of social research. This is a danger to which both Tom and I are 
particularly susceptib^,  a n d  i  b e l i e v e t h a t i t , s ^ t h a t you 
occasionally caution us against it. In my way of thinkin g it is 
as p o s s i b L ^ d ^ r ^eoreticai p r l c o i c ^ & a s much 
inclined f t  W i t h O U r  « e e t o n  the ground. But I am 

h a v e o u r f e e t o n t h e  ground we've got to 
It  l e a s * a minimum of ground to stand on, and if wf°re 

g£t there. 8 a n j w h e r e '  w e s h o u l d  have some hunches 'aHo how to 

fecis Uof e v L ^ L n h n o m a t r i a l W 6  J»**  a l r e a d y gathered on the ef-

problems J T S S ' J S . S S i t T n i T n ^ r l l 

we are r in a°pos ition^to ^  g ? n e r a l  P ^ l e l ^ d T S ^ e we are m a position to define the specific type of crisis 
^ t T ^  c o n s t " u t e d - some of the particula?ef?ec?s w M c h ^ i s 

« m« U p ? V h e P e °P l e  involved, and from these we Should be 
able to formulate questions which will  D e 

, , , m r ± the answers to which will 
deepen our knowledge about this crisis.  J a 

I am not sure that all this discussion is getting us anywhe re At 
least in my own case I feel that all my arguments onlyserve to 
beat my head against my own lack of ingenuity. I suspect t hati f 
you were to follow the opposite policy from the one you' ve Sten 

have as manv f r l n^ f  P l 6 f y ° f r o p e > t h o s e  hire woSld 
f aI®  as -, maif Srlpaa to send you as we have now. I am goins- to uree 

P^blem stfte 3 the r n^h? P
al ,e d 6 e p i L c s e e m e d with  the methodolog^al 

proD±em state the problem or problems asfha-desireb it , and outline 
the procedure  Jjtiei intend^ to follow. We ma J then submit these to 
you for your cr/ticism. This is certainly the only way in  which 

f h o u l d ^ l b l e ^ l e i f ^ V f ^ ^nds^ t ' heMa te r i a l snouia be able to tell you what we consider significant. 



If my last suggestion is agreeable to you, we shall proce ed on that 
basis. I feel a certain responsibility in this matter, f or presum-
ably I have the most training in the field of socf6lSgy/ sSfid 1 

far as you've given indications of your trust in my judgem ent, i 
should try to give more direction to the work of the other fellows 
here. 

Concerning the matter of office space, I agree that we a re more or 
less "uninvited" guests here, and we shall have to accep t that po-
sition. On the whole, Redfied^'s secretary has tried to im pose 
on us as little as possible, and if we state our needs frankly , I 
feel that we will get about as squire a deal as is possible und er 
the circumstances. Right now we are in Room 12 which adjoi ns our 
former office, and when the large map cabinets that take up most 
of the space in the office are removed, I am sure we'll be abl e 
to get along all right for the time being. 

As for the budgetary situation, we have tried to keep t he thing un-
der reasonable control. I think all of us now understand that we 
can't incur any further expenses than those outlined in your let-
ter, and we shall operate accordingly. We're trying to get  several 
typewriters, or at least Tom is, so that we may return the rented 
ones. I presume you will go over the matter of the budget again 
when you are here with the whole staff. 

Another problem has turned up with the arrival of Tamie Tsu chiyama 
in Chicago. She wired us suddenly last Thursday night aski ng one 
of us to meet her at the station. Through Togo, she go t a place 
in the Friend's Hostel, but since she plans to stay her e for 
several months to do her work, she is now looking for a pla ce on 
the South Side. I should have preferred to see Tamie go e lsewhere 
knowing thai Charlie doesn't like her very well, and he r presence 
around the office is likely to disturb the whole crew. Howe ver, 
it seemed to me that there was no sense in being uncivil tow ards 
her, and I've acted accordingly. If as Charlie fears, T amie should 
make it a practice to park in this office, I shall have to  suggest 
to her that she work elsewhere. 

Your letter gives me new stimulus to work on the Tule L ake report 
and I hope that I may have some partion of it ready for you and 
W.I. when you arrive in Chicago. I have been working over the ma-
terial to get some kind of general outline. I shall send it to 
you if it turns out well« 

My best wishes to you and W. I., and to Morton and Ruth. 

Sincerely yours, 
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November 12, 1943 

Dear Dorothy: 

Enclosed Is a list of all the case histories on Chicago re-
settlers collected by Charlie. He has asked me to turn the li st 
in to you. The enclosed clipping of Bob Ota's marriage is for 
Morton's interest. It was sent to me by June Wright, a girl who 
worked for  us.  in i/Vashington, who asked me to forward it to Morton. 

There isn't much to report from this office today. Mrs. Lave ry, 
Redfield's secretary, has informed us that the departme nt decided 
not to move out the large map cabinets because of the lack of space 
elsewhere where it might be placed. Our office is conseque ntly 
crowded but there's enough room to work in, and Mrs. Laver y p? omises 
us a conference room for our meetings in December if we wa nt one. 

Tamie hasn't showed her face around here since the first day 
she dropped in, and Charlie's feari that she might disturb o ur 
routine hasn't been realized. As you probably know, she's l iving 
on the North Side, and although she requested us to find an apart-
ment for her on the South Side near the University if we shoul d 
run across one, there isn't much to choese from these days an d 
it's likely that she'll stay where she is. 

I have been trying to work on the Kule Lake report, but I 
feel all kinds of reservations about it even before I begin. Per-
haps I hope for too much, and despite all your warning, have too 
grandiose a notion of what I am to accomplish in the way of the 
report. I am not quite sure hav you think the report ought t o be 
done. If the report is to follow the general pattern used in th e 
"Structural Reports", my work would consist of organizin g all the 
available material under the various chapter titles of Col lective 
Adjustment. However, I have a feeling that the material sho uld 
be organized differently, along the line of the problem yo u set 
for us, (a) the restrictions and (b) the adjustments. Follow ing 
such an outline, I would £irst set out the kinds of restricti ons 
to\r which the evacuees were sensitive, and the responses which 
they made to them. I also have trepeditions that we don't h ave 
enough material to do a decent report. Perhaps you and W. I. 
can set my mind at rest on that score. 

I am keeping in mind your request that we turn in an outline 
of the problem we're working on, and a discussion of the prob lems 
we have in doing the report. 

I imagine you are very busy getting things cleaned up before 
your trip out. My best regards to W. I. 
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November 4, 1943 

Dear Dorothy: 

I've been working on the outline of the Tule Lake Report for 
the last several days, and while I'm not satisfied with it a nd will 
probably make considerable revisions of it before starting on the 
actual writing, I should like to have your criticisms and s uggestions 
of the outline as it now stands. Considering the mass of data we've 
collected on Tule Lake, not to mention all the data that we f ailed 

J?" 5 the lack of which I now deeply regret, I've had some 
aiiflculty in organizing the outline so as to include the signifi-
cant facts about the Tule ^ake Center. 

I've taken the problem as you stated it, but changed it sligh t-
ly to specify the kind of adjustments I'm interested in. Does my 
statement of the problem make sense to you? The titles of the chap-
ters will more or less follow from the outline. I have in min d 
starting with an introductory section describing the ge neral set-
ting of the relocation center, a formal account of the pla ce of 
the War Relocation Authority administration, and the natu re of the 
p? oblem. Under section I of my outline, I  p?  opose to consider 
somewhat the same material as in my chapter Social Structu re of the 
btructural Report; only I am changing the emphasis from t he idea 
of structure" to that of lines of cleavage in the community a nd 
the varying definitions of restrictions held by the differ ent classes. 
This arrangement should better bring out the kinds of situat ions 
to which the evacuees, and groups within the community, wer e sensi-

1 * 1 1 ' ^ the kinds of feelings of insecurity that were corre lated 
with these situations. 

Under section II,I propose to follow the structural repor t 
J U ^ t m e n t S q u i t e c l o s e l y - However, the primary em-

Z^till  b e t h e  restrictions upon various community acti-
ZtZ'x  6  P r o b l e m s  these restrictions created, the effects which 
they had upon social relations in these activities. 

^ *  se <T t ion 1 1 1  >  1 w a n * to consider the series of conflicts 
and fomatinn nf^ni J^ 1??  s c a l ® i n  center, and the communication 
K n L i S P ? « ° collective action groups by which the evacuees at -
tempted to express their discontent and control the situat ion. 

Finally, in section IV I want to consider the various types o f 
personal careers experienced by individual evacuees, and the adiust-

include tvpical S d i i i d S ? 6 ?  t h @ m ? t e r i a i — available l E inciuae typical individuals from various strata of the c ommunity. 

th-fr̂  J ^ i  t ? e p o s 2 i b l ? imitations of time that may arise, I 
think I shall leave the introductory section to the last, an d start 
writing on section I of the outline. I hope that I may be able to 
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whip out a satisfacotry outline and digest enough of the m aterial 
so as to have something written up by the time you and W. I. arri ve 
here. I»m already driven between hope arid despair about th is job. 

Will you kindly send out, or bring with you, all the materia l 
on Tule Lake that might be useful to me. I believe we have  all the 
reports on Tule Lake in our files, and all the stuff that T om and I 
collected. We also have Jim ! s journal right from the beginning. 

I hope you didn Tt take my last letter two seriously. In the 
last analysis, you can judge us only on our performance, O ne fac-
tor that disturbs all of us, I think, is the pressure of com peti-
tion and the feelings of inadequacy about our work. The p ressure 
is a goad, but it's also a handicap. 

Sincerely yours 



November 15, 1943 

Dear Frank: 

I have been very slow In acknowledging your letter 
of November  4, and in commenting on your outline. The 
statement of the problem that you give In this outline 
does decidedly make sense* I have looked over again your 
chapter on Social Structure and agree that an extensio n 
of this chapter will be admirable for section I. As I 
interpret section II, it will actually be a documentary 
history of the project. In this section I feel that it 
Is very important that you have quite a complete docu-
mentation for the data should be presented, not only in 
terms of your own admirable organization, but also in 
such a way that other people can use these data In term s 
of alternative organizations« This, I feel, is one of th e 
requirements of good empirical Investigations. I have in 
my own work carried this tendency to somewhat of an extre me. 
For instance, in my Swedish book, I give the basic 0ata in 
perhaps far too overelaborate detail* But this means that 
I am making available important source material for othe r 
social scientists in the hope that they will find it use-
ful In connection with formulations that they make of th e 
same problem In which I was interested. One of the great 
values of the Polish Peasant, too, Is the fact that the 
great bulk of the primary data is made available. Your 
contribution, then, will be twofold: In the first p|.áce, 
you give a fully documented history of the project and, 
in the second place, you organize the data in accordance 
with your own preconceptions. As I see your report, it 
will supersede and, to some extent, incorporate all the 
work that the others have so far done on the Tule Lake I 
material, although it might be possible that Tom or Jim my, 
for example, would later want to take one of their o#n 
sections and use it independently, or they might want to 
Incorporate some of the other documentary material wi th 
what they have already done, but yours will be the major 
opus on Tule Lake. Another reason why it is so Important 
to give the complete documentation is in order to gét 
eventually a basis for comparison with developments<on th e 
other projects that we are studying. 

It doesn f t seem to me that it is necessary 
comment in more detail on the outline at this time. I 
agree with you thoroughly that It £» »eeessapy in the last 
analysis I can judge you only on performance, and while 



outlines are suggestive, they tell little about how the 
report will be worked out in detail. 

I sympathize with your disturbance at working under 
such pressure. If these were normal times we could proce ed 
in a much more calm manner, but I have discovered in all 
research there is bound to be a considerable period of 
pressure in order to get the material in a form where it 
can be used. On the other hand, I don't sympathize with 
your feelings of inadequacy, for your whole approach a nd 
performance certainly shows that you are more than adeq uate 
for the Job at hand. 

We have indexed all the material that Bob Spencer 
brought back from Tule Lake. It doesn't seem feasible t o 
have copies made of this material, so we are sending i t to 
you as is, together with a list of the items. These should 
be filed along with your material in the Chicago office,  so 
that if at any time we want any of the material sent back, 
we can arrange to do so. We find that Bob Spencer was able 
to get almost a complete set of Administrative Instruc tions. 
Mrs. Wilson is checking those over to see what is missing, 
and we will send you the set, together with a list of items 
that we have that are not included in yours. Then if you 
need any of the missing items we can easily arrange to ha ve 
them sent to you, or have copies made. We will try to get 
these off express today. One further point occurs to me, 
that Is, that you may want a complete set of the Tulean 
Dispatch. We have all the copies in our files. Shall we 
send these along to you? If so, let us know and we'll sen d 
them out in another package. 

I have only about ten days left here before leaving 
for Chioago, and, since I have to have a meeting of the 
Paoific Coast Regional Committee during this period, I 
probably won't communicate with you again in regard to you r 
work unless something urgent comes up. Looking forward to 
seeing you, and with all good wishes, 

Sinoerely yours, 

Dorothy Swaine Thomas 



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 

EVACUATION AND RESETTLEMENT STUDY 
207 GIANNINI HALL 
BERKELEY 4, CALIFORNIA 

Nov. 16, 1943 

Dear Dorothy: 

I am enclosing a write-up of Wryev ! s report on the Tule Lake 
riot as Evelyn Rose gave it to me Saturday. This report was made 
at the regular weekly staff meeting in Washington, and is confi-
dential until the official WRA reports on the affair come o ut. 
Opler was at Tule Lake right along, and Spicer flew out a few d ays 
ago at Myer  1  s  instruction, so I presume there will be a thorough 
coverage of the affair by the analysts. Perhaps you know al l that  1 s 
in this report, but I send it on to you for vhat it ! s worth. 
Evelyn spent only a couple of hours with us, and I wasn't able to 
quizz her further on the details, but I believe the essenti al 
poinbs ahoflj the story included. 

Evelyn came through on Saturday on her way to Topaz, and sta yed 
over only long enough to visit with us. She said that she' d sent 
you a letter but hadn't received any reply, and she was anxi ous 
to know whether you would be stopping by at Topaz on your wa y out. 
In any case, she wanted to know any suggestions you might ha ve 
to make regarding the kind of tabulations to make, and she o ffered 
to do anything for us that she could. She will be startin g from 
scratch and there will be some routine tabulations to run of f first, 
but I presume you will be interested in having the work set up so 
that it may be used for research purposes. 

Evelyn probably told you this, but she says that Stauber has 
suddenly become very cooperative, and has been giving Evel yn con-
siderable independence. Stauber admitted to Evelyn tha t he's in-
terested in using the material for an article himself. 

Mrs. Lavery, Redfield's secretary, tells us that our office 
room is to be cleaned up and painted as are all the other office s 
on this floor. We're afraid that the work will be begun just a bout 
the time that you're here, but Mrs. Lavery promises us the u se of 
some other room in that event. 

It's only ten days now before you leave Berkeley, and I bel ieve 
all of us feel the pressure of your impending visit. Not that y our 
visit is something horrible to look forward to, but we feel w e ve 
got to have something to show you when you arrive. We look forward 
to you and W. lis arrival. Let us know when you expect to arri ve 
here, and anything you want us to do before you arrive. 



6148 S. Greenwood 
Chicago 37, Illinois 
Nov. 17, 1943 

Dear Dorothy: 

Larry Tajiri forwarded some application forms 
of the Guggenheim Fellowship that he received from 
George Leighton of Harper' s who is looking for some 
likely Japanese American candidates. My immediate 
impulse was to pass up the application, and I've 
already written Larry to that effect. However, 
the wild idea occurred to me that it might be pos-
sible to work on the study even under the fellow-
ship and thus relieve the budget somewhat. 

If you favor the idea of my trying for the 
Guggenheim Fellowship, please let me know imme-
diately. I am enclosing the announcement although 
you probably know all about the Foundation. I'd 
like to have it back for my files. 



November 20,1943 

Dear Frank, 

Am just back in the office for a few minutes( late 
Saturday afternoon) after two very full but very succe ssful 
days of Regional Committee meetings» Two points in your 
last two lettters seem to require immediate answers; 

(1) Preparations for our arrivals Z prefer to spend the 
first three days in reading and individual tafcXs, to so rt of 
feel my way around, before we have general conferences. This 
procedure will be better than if we plunge into genera l con-
ferences immediately, since Z will be busy on such a variety of 
things up to the moment Z leave here that Z will be a littl e 
"cold" on our immediate problems, and will need prelim inary 
warming up« Also, this will cause less Immediate dist urbance 
with the routine of your own work* 

(2)  & e the fuggenheim fellowship: my feeling is rather defi nite 
that your decision to apply or not to apply should be made 
entirely independent of any considerations about our b udget* 
Our budget is tight, but we can get along quite all right, with 
a few economies that will in no way hamper our major effort s* 
So, if you want to apply for a Fellowship for other reasons 
(e*g*, that an award is an honor, that it would look good on 
your record, etc*) that would seem to be a reasonable thin g 
to do* I f, however, you would be applying mereley in or der 
to spare our budget, Z would considerit an undesirable th ing 
to do* 

Thanks for sending Evelyn 1s comments on the Dillon Myer 
report on Tule Z»ake, X will communicate with Evelyn on 
Monday about the statistical material, X can't Atop off 
at Topas now, but naturally want to keep in close touch with 
her. 

Mora later. Sincerely, 



fa 

EVACUATION AND RESETTLEMENT STUDY 
207 GIANNINI HALL 
BERKELEY 4, CALIFORNIA 

UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 

December 15, 1943 

Dear Mort; 

Dorothy tells us that you've really warmed up to your work 
since returning from Washington, and your paper on the WRA a d-
ministration of segregation would seem to confirm the fact. I 
haven't had a chance to read it yet, but I've scanned the headi ngs 
and it looks like good stuff. 

We've had some very good conferences with Dorothy and W.I. 
The program of our study is a far cry from what it was in Ju ne 
1942 when we were definitely fumbling around with our prob lem, 
and our discussions of the past weeks were as fruitful as any 
we've had so far. Now that Dorothy and W. I., and the rest of 
the staff who were visiting here, have folded their tents and 
slipped away, the Chicago staff is getting back to the old ro u-
tine with a certain amount of renewed vigor. Of course, Ch arlie 
hardly missed a stride during all that time in his business of 
getting juicy cases, and Dorothy accurately described Ch arlie's 
capacity for getting off in a corner with Louise to continu e his 
dictation undisturbed when she spoke of his "schizophrnni c medi-
tations." But Tom and I are much more sensitive, we wear our 
reflexes on our sleeve, so we spent a lot of time spinning ide as 
with the best of the people. I'm now very anxious to start wor k 
on the Tule Lake report, and need some of the material in th e 
Berkeley files. 

I talked to Dorothy about having this material sent out, 
and this is just a note of reminder. The material I want ar e 
(a) the uncopied documents that were taken from the Washingt on 
files which refer to Tule Lake, and (b) any other materi al on 
Tule that isn't available here. Will you please have this stu ff 
sent out as soon as possible. 

I»m enclosing a letter to Mrs. Wilson which I wish you would 
pass on to her. 

Michi sends her greetings to you and Ruth. 

Sincerely 



December  23, 1943 

Dear Franks 

I am considerably worried about the Tule Lake data 
which you requested In your letter of December 15, I had 
the Impression that some of this was sent to you with the 
large mass of material that Spencer collected. I was to ld, 
however, that none of the Washington stuff went in that 
package. I have cone through the various file folders in 
an attempt to pull out the uncopled stuff that pertains 
to Tule Lake and am somewhat surprised at the rather smal l 
mass that it attains* I am sending all this to you today, 
under separate cover, along with a larger collection of 
folders for Tom* The biggest Tule Lake folder that I 
found was that on the Block Managers 1 meeting* Other 
than this folder there seems to be very little that per-
tains specifically to Tule Lake* I had the Impression 
that the uncopled stuff would form a much more respect-
able bundle, and it may be that there are other item s that 
I will run across from time to time which, of course, I 
will send you. However, the largest mass of uncopled stuff 
pertains to general policy rather than to Tule Lake alone . 
If there is any of this that you wish, X think that I will 
be through with it no later than the end of January. If 
you want any of it sooner, just ask and I will make every 
effort to fulfill your request* We are running up aga inst 
the situation that we anticipated while we were in Wash ing-
ton* Both of us need the same data at the same time, and 
It Is a damned shame that we cannot both work from the 
same flies at the same place* Since we can't, it is my 
general purpose to finish with the stuff you may need 
just as soon as possible* Don't be reticent about aski ng 
for things if I seem to be impeding your progress. 

It is not unlikely that my descriptions of WRA 
policy will be of some help to you, once they are finis h-
ed. My analysis will be contained in four chapters which 
will consider (l) the early policies, including Elsenhow er 1 

Utopia; (2) the modified plan for wartime communities an d 
the factors that led to emphasis on relocation; (3) the 
consequences of relocation policy in terms of center manag e 
ment, which will also include a consideration of regist ra-
tion and segregation; (4) an analysis of the initial re-
sults of general policy* As I said before, I hope to h ave 



the first three of those four chapters finished no la ter 
than January 30« 

Having set this goal for myself, and another goal 
on pre-evacuation data for work in the evenings at home, I 
am achieving the greater part of my Christmas warmth by 
pushing a pencil« It goes so slowly that at times I become 
dl  scouraged but, at least, X have managed to pile up a co n-
siderable manuscript which looks good when I forget co n-
siderations of quality and the necessity of revision« 

Ruth, Mike and I send you, Michi, Shig, May and your 
Mother our best Ohrlstmas regards« 

Very sincerely yours, 



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 

EVACUATION AND RESETTLEMENT STUDY 
207 GIANNINI HALL De C . ¿ 7, 1. 4 3 

BERKELEY 4, CALIFORNIA 

Dear Dorothy: 

I hope you had as pleasant a Christmas as we did 
here. It must be pleasant to return to a sunny, warm climate, 
but we too, enjoyed a rather mild holiday. 

This is to inform you that we received four packages 
which were mailed from your office; (1) affidavits-for empl oyment, 
12) revised outline, (3) the group schedule for Tom, and (4 ) 
Charlie's diary. All of them arrived none the worse,* desp ite the 
fact they were mixed in with the Christmas mail. In an earli er 
letter, however, I inquired about having the Washington documents 
on Tule Lake transferred to this office- 1 refer to the origi nal 
letters and documents, but not the cop^material, whioh Mor ton 
and I gathered during our recent visit to Washington. I'm 
anxious to have these for the Tule Lake report and would appr e-
ciate it if you will send them at your earliest convenienc e. 

The individual resettler cards, whioh we had planned 
to have printed at the Chicago Press, is now being printed f or us 
by the Chief Printing Company here on the southside. Due to t he 
problem of requisition and other red tape, we learned that it was 
inconvenient to have the University do the job for us. Their 
office recommended the Chief Printing Company, however, and I 
feel sure that the cards will be properly done. The estima ted 
cost for 5000 cards is $27.00 with a possible error of o ne or 
two dollars either way. We should have the printed cards in ou r 
hands by the first week in January. Setsuko Matsunaga drop ped 
into our office a few days ago while on a holiday visit to Ro ck-
ford and asked that about 500 cards be sent to her for her St. 
Louis study. We discussed briefly her study for the coming year. 
While she was not certain that she would continue on her mast er's 
work immediately, she felt that it was likely that- she wo uld 
continue her study of St. Louis the Cafe—after February. If she 
is to make a fairly thorough coverage of the small group down 
there, I feel that it might be wise to have her make out ind i-
vidual cards for the resettlers in St. Louis. There is, pro bably, 
quite a difference in the selection of people going to that city 
as contrasted those arriving here^ £ut such differences 
are of interest to us. Do you agree that we might spare about 500 
cards to her for her work? 

After your departure Ned Spicer called me* suggest-
ing another meeting with Embree and Jacoby to discuss fur ther the 
Chicago report. I couldn't understand what further discus sion 
was required on the matter, but agreed that the staff might meet 
with him.  As matters turned out, there was nothing except 
an reiteration and elaboration of the points previously made. It 
may have been that Embree might have felt that they would get 
farther with the  Tt non statistical" discussions in your absence. 
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Whatever it was they had in mind, I rather agreed with Tom that 
the discussion was a waste of time. We have maintained cor dial 
relations, however, especially with Jacoby and during th e week 
prior to Christmas Tom started to work on the WRA files . 

I am sure that Tom will report at greater length on 
the progress of the Chicago report. One thing that dist urbs him 
considerably is  Jaco by T s  expectations regarding the report-
it seems that Jake has set out a very elaborate outline covering 
almost every point conceivably affecting the lives of th e re-
settlers with the idea that we should fill in this outli ne for 
him. It also seems that Jake has the idea that our staff is 
taking off two months from our regular work to do this job for 
the  WRA.  Tom and I are agreed that we should disillusion him of 
any such conception of our relations. Our feeling is that we 
should do a report comparable to De Young's on Denver and let  it 
go at that. The whole staff worked on the  WRA files last Friday 
and as Tom pointed out, there is some valuable material the re. 
As with the Washington research, the problem of going th rough the 
WRA files here is again one of selection. There is a mass of 
stuff that may «edâ eé̂ Níká̂  be important in the long run, but which 
has no immediate significance to us. It would take a good dea l 
of work and more stenographic help than we have to tak e all the 
stuff out. The policy we are following is to copy only tha t which 
is immediately needed, such as documents which reveal the general 
trend of the Chicago  WRA policy, and to leave the remainder for 
work on some other occasion. It disturbs us a little to find the 
extent which this work cuts into the other aspects of the Stu dy 
which we are attempting to maintain. Under the circumstanc e, it 
seems wise that we should limit ourselves in our Chicago re port 
only to that which has direct importance to our own Study. 

Charlie has been stymied by his inability to contact 
people during the Christmas season. However, there is plen ty of 
work to be done in view of the number of parties and dances  which 
are being held during Christmas and New Years. I hope tha t we 
may have a decent coverage of several of these events. 

Michi suid I wish to send you and W.I. our greetings 
for the New Year season. 

Sincerely yours, 

Frahk Miyamoto^ 



UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA 

EVACUATION AND RESETTLEMENT STUDY 
207 GIANNINI HALL 
BERKELEY 4, CALIFORNIA D ô C . 28, 1945 

Dear Morton; 

Thank you for your letter of December 25rd, inform-
ing me that the Washington material from Tule Lake is on the 
way. I shall be very glad to get what I can of those documents . 
Incidentally, will you please tell Mrs. Wilson that 10 ream s of 
white bond paper were sent by the stock room and arrived h ere 
yesterday. 

Regarding the slimness of the Tule Lake documents 
from the Washington files, I am quite certain that none o f it 
was lost and that what you are sending me is all there was of 
it. I'm afraid that I had some delusions of grandeur about the 
amount of Tule Lake material which I pulled out. But in re-
calling the actual situation, I now feel sure that there w as not 
much you could send me. What I had in mind I think were s ome of 
the documents on general policy that had er bearing on the Tu le 
Lake problems. However, 1 will have no immediate need of th is 
material so please do not be concerned about getting it to me  in 
a rush. It is only because I have been working on the intro-
ductory chapters which has made me concerned to get some of the 
background material on the WRA. My references to the genera l 
WRA policy in these sections, however, will be of the ske tchiest 
nature and will not require a great deal of documentation.  As I 
say, please take your time about using the documents» and sen d 
whatever you think may be of value to me when you are thr ough 
with "PWtvv 

I have, no doubt, that your analysis of the WRA 
policies will be of very great interest to all of us. We shou ld 
like to have copies of the four chapters referred to in your 
letter when they are completed. I wish I too could set a 
deadline for the completion of my chapters, but I just don 't x 

work that way. If your work goes slowly, I must be standin g 
still; don't work so hard or you'll have me going backwards. 

All of us send you our best regards for the holiday 
season. Mike must have had a wonderful time on Christmas. 

Sincerely yours, 

Frank Miyamoto 


