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Camp Hermony
Puyallup, Washington

Dre Dorothy Swaine Thomas
Agricultural Econcmioce
College of Agriculture
University of California
Berkeley, California

Dear Dre Thomas:

As you see by the address, I am now at the assembly center in
Puyallup. So far I have been unable to do any work due tc the in-
adequacy of our quarter. If I were alone, roughing it, I would meke
anything do for a workshop, but with my wife and her parents to
accommodate, I have been forced to run around looking for something
better than these guarters, which were originally condemned by
medical authorities, but foreibly used due tc orders.

I received your instructions to observers in camps, and shall
follow the suggestions there. Both my wife and I shall keep a diary of
all we hear and see. 1 have been appointed to the headquartert's staff
as Relocation Officer, my function being tc relooate persons who desire
to get out of the military area. The work entails giving over several

hours a day, but it is a good point of entree, and will permit my
resigning when the orgeanization has been set up and I have trained
someone under me.

I shall try to write out my proposed field program before your
arrival here so that you may criticize it when you are able toc make
your trip northe Trusting that you will be able to visit the camp
soon, I am,

Sincerely yours,
(signed) Frank Miyamoto
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D=-2 =171
Camp Harmony
Puyallup, Washingt on

Dr. Dorothy Swaine Thomas
Agricultural “conomiocs
College of Agriculture
University of California
Berkeley, California

Dear Dre. Thomas;:

Thank you for your very sincere letter of May 23rd. Your letter
gives me an appreciation of the problems that have been confromting you
in your relations with the governmental offices, not to mention the
question of getting funds for your study. Please do not be too much
concerned about my problem immediatelyy Only a few days ago I received
word from the Research Council that the submission of my new program
could be prosponed until such time as I could see you. Moreover, there
is no urgent need for me to draw funds from the fellowship. Since the
Council has given a blanket approval of a program written with your advice,
I feel that it is only a matter of time until I receive an unconditional
award from the Council.

0f course, I should go ahead with the submission of a tentative
plan to you. At the moment, however, I am writing an article for THE
ANNALS of the Academy of Political and Social Science, and * haven't
gotten around to doing some of the other things that I should be doinge
THE ANNALS is coming out with an issue on "Minority Groups in Wartimes",
and I was requested to submit something on the Japanese. I received the
request, and accepted it, prior to hearing from the Council, and I did
not anticipate being caught by the demands of the evacuation and the
Council. However, the article will be completed very shortly.

Calvin Schmid was here today and I had a few minute's chat with him.
You may have heard that his wife was critically ill but that she is better
now. He mentioned the support you have given my project, and gave me
some additional ideas concerning the.nature of your project. 1 think
I understand the resistance you encountered in the case of Dre Dedrick,
for Schmid said something about the two of them hoping to work out a
project with the data on the Japanese which they've amassed. I hope you
will forgive my mentioning an incident about Dr. Dedrick, but I find it
amusings I first heard of Dr. Dedrick while I was assisting Stouffer at
Chicago and he spoke of the former as one of the keen statisticians at
Washington. A few days later a very tired but busy-looking man came into
our office asking for Stouffer when he was out. He offered to wait in the
outer office until Stouffer's return, though God only knows when Stouffer
comes and zoes, but the next thing I knew L found this gentleman very much
asleep at one of the desks. When he laLer awoke, he mumbled something to
me about having been too busy to sleep for the past two nights, and then




COPY

Frank Miyamoto undated
Puyallup, Washington

requested, "Please tell Stouffer that Dedrick was here."

I quite agree with your judg{ment of Mr. Provinse's letter. His
suggestion that you shift the emphasis to matters of practical import
is surely, as you say, "irrelevant." Concernngn the question of my
employment at a fellowship rate, I wonder if that need be a difficult
point considering that pre-doctoral fellowships are a separate award from
grants-in-aid? I am glad to know, however, that trained anthropologists
are being used in the War Relocation Authority.

In my work here at Camp Harmony 1 have noticed that no standard form
is being used to take the census of the population here. *he kind of data
gathered therefore is the responsibility of the census officer in each
campy but this may give rise to non-comparable data as well as to short-
comings resulting from inexperience. What do you think of suggesting to
the WPA that they work up a standard form to be used in all the camps,
with the aid o f persons like yourself? I should think that both the WPA
and the WCCA would desire a careful census oi' the population in the ocamps.
Perhaps they have such forms already about which I do not knowe.

An advance crew left our c:=mp last Tuesday for Tulelake. I would
have gone with them if were hot necessary to sign up for specific jobs.
However, my wife and L are prepared to leave whenever arrangements are

made for the transfer.
Sincerely yours,
(signed) Frank Miyamoto
Frank Miyamoto

p.s. Please note the change of address fromD - 5§ - 77 +to D-2-71.
Conditions are much better in the latter placse.

(signed) Fe Me
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LAURA BARRETT, SECRETARY

May 7th 1942

Professor Dorothy Thomas
University of California
Berkeley, California

Dear Professor Thomas:

This is to confirm my telegram stating
the Commit.ee on Social Science Personnel had awarded Mr.
Shotaro Frank Miyamoto a pre-doctoral field fellowship for
1942-43 conditional upon your submitting a new program of
study for Committee approval.

This will also confirm our verbal
sgreement to pay your expenses to go to Seattle to see
Mr. Miyamoto, or to make any other more feasible arrange—
ment in order that there may be no difficulty in your
getting together with him for program discussion.

I have today wired Mr. Miyamoto as
follows:

Fellowship granted conditional upon new program
sponsored by Professor Dorothy Thomas University
of California Berkeley who will communicate with
you

The next step is then the submission
of a new program which I shall rush to the Committee for
approval. Since I cannot release any funds to Mr. Miyamoto
until the award is final I hope there will no serious delay.

With kind regards to you and Dr. Thomas,
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SPICIAL DELIVERY

Mr. Prank Miyamoto
Department of Sociology
University of Washington
Seattle, Washington

Dear Mr. Miyamoto:

I am enclosing & copy of the proposal thet we have submitted to the Rocke-
feller Foundation. This has not been acted on as yet. The Sooial Science Research
Council asked me to include you in the progrem, and I was delighted to comply with
their request. Since we had no time to consult you, you will notice that you are
mentioned on page 5 as working outside the evacuation area. This was because we
thought you wanted to get out if possible. I feel that it is a much better plan
for you to work for some months in the reception and resettlement centers to get
your basic data. I talked to Mr. Richard Neustadt after telephoning you. He
assured me that both Mr. Eisenhower and the Army would raise no objections to your
leaving the centers after you have completed your field work. In order to do that,
we should arrange to have you located, then, at some Middle-Western University.
Since the East Coast will undoubtedly be declared a military erea, it is better
for us to plan to have you work at a Middle-Vestern rather then an Eastern Univer-
sity later on in the year. Mr. Neustadt said that once you were out of the
military aree here, it was highly improbable that you would be allowed to retum.

In formulating & program to submit to the Council, it would be wise to say
that you went to work with me for the next few months and that I will make
several trips to see you and guide you in the research. Then I believe working
under Louis Wirth at the University of Chicago would be a good idea for the com-
pletion of the project. Professor Lowie and I are going to meet on Monday to work
out in some detail what we have in mind for the larger project. May I ask that you
keep the enclosed memorandum confidential » but you may feel free to show it to
Professor Steiner and discuss it with him.

For your information, the telegram that I received from the Council reads

as follows: "MIYAMOTO FELLOWSHIP GRANTED FROVIDED YOU WILL OUTLINE PROGRAM
COMMI TTEE APPROVAL."

With ocordial regards, I am

Sincerely yours,

Dorothy Swaine Thomas

Professor of Rural Sociolo
DstT/ar "

BEnclosure




Professor Donald Young

Social Science Research Council
726 Jackson Plece N. W.
Washington, D. C.

Dear Donald:

I certainly appreciate all the efforts you have
made and it was grand to have a chance to see you. I
am enclosing copy of a letter to Miyamoto. I talked to
him and also to Steiner on the telephone. Miyamoto
wants to be evacuated, and I am very glad of that since
he will get valuable material in the centers. We have
arranged that as soon as he gets into the reception
center, whioh will probably be next week, I shall go up
and see him. There is no point in my going now. As
soon as we get the program worked out, I will send it
along.

I was distressed to hear that Joe Willits was
sick and hope both for his sake and ours that he makes
a speedy recovery.

You may be interested to kmow that the Giamnini
Foundation has offered to give me a research assistant
and also to provide traveling expenses for myself and
asgistant within the state. That will be a considerable
relief for our budget if and when we get additional
funds from other sources.

Sincerely yours,

Dorothy Swaine Thomas
Professor of Rural Sociology




WAR FELOCATION AUTHORITY

Whitcombk Hotel Building
Sen Francisco, Californis

May 8, 194°

Dr. Fobert kedfield
University of Chicago
Chicago, Illinois

Lear Eob:

Miyeamoto's qualifications for the work appear superior. 1 think he
should have a fellowship. I agree with Wirth that the project is
poorly formulzted, but don't think Louis' restatement of the hypo-
thesis is much, if any, improvememt. With no more focus than now
appears, some pretty equivocal findings are likely to result.

The procedure is unclear. If a training program, it is one thing;
if & controlled piece of research, quite another; if some of both,
much more specificity and direction of effort should be outlined

in the project statement. The descriptive and analytic materisl
which Miyamoto would develop, plus the valuable insights which he
now has and will add to in his study, will be invaluable to ad-
ministration on the project and to responsible policy-making groups,
but much of it is likely to be &t & subjective rather than eviden-
tial basis.

If Miyamoto is to work on relocation centers where both Nisei &and
Issei groups are to be present, it may be more realistic not to
limit the study to Nisei.

I think, but cannot assure, just now, that field work of this kind
would be possible on the projects. I will welcome it as will
several others of the War Helocation Authority, but because we
have such a deluge of study reguests, none should be approved umtil
& statement of policy can be made. This I hope will be next week.

I had hoped to stop in Chicago on my way home, but I have had to
make different plans. 1 should be in Chicago soon, however. As
soon as possible, I want to make the necessery arrangements to bind
you to your promise to help me on a consultant basis. Never was
there greater need for such help.

Sincerely,

(Signed)
John Provinse



Department of Sociology
University of Washington
Seattle, Washington

May 9, 1942

Dr. Dorothy Swaine Thomas
Agricultural Lconomics
College of Agriculture
University of California
Berkeley, California

Dear Dr., Thomas:

I received today your special delivery letter of May 8th.
The enclosed program of your investigation gives me a fair
idea of what you propose to do, and I believe I can now formu-
late a program of field study to submit to the Social Seience
Research Council in line with your investigation. I shall con-
fer with Dr. Steiner in outlining this program, and shall send
you a copy for your approval before submitting it to the Council.

lleedless to say, it will be a pleasure to work under the
supervision of persons like you and Dr. Lowie. My program of
research,vhich I am enclosing with this letter, was not intend-
ed for the study of the evacuation situation. The original draft
was written almost a year ago, but I have made some rapid re-
visions to suit my present purpose. I am fully aware of the
inadequacies of this outline, and have no intention of using
it as the basis of my outline to the Research Council, but I
am sending it to you in its present form to give you a rough
idea of what I had had in mind.

I shall follow your suggestion that I spend some months
in the reception and resettlement centers. As for the later
period of my study, perhaps we may discuss that when you are
able to make the trip north. However, when you have clari-
fied your program further, I should like to have more defi-
nite information as to where you wish me to go for the study
of the voluntary evacuees, and what Middle-Western university
you have in mind for me to locate. These conditions will af-
fect the plans of both my wife and I.

I trust that I may be able to meet you at the Puyallup
camp in the near future. If your trip is likely to be de-
layed, however, I wonder if it would not facilitate my re-
search at Puyallup if you were to write to R. W. Turner, who
is director there, telling him of my part in your program.
His address is: Puyallup Assembly Center, Puyallup, Wash.

Cordially yours, g
W%M

\
Frank Miysmoto




I. Problem: to ascertain how group solidarity and personsl organization is main-
tained among the Nisei in the evacuation situation.

I1. Scope of the inquiry:

A. Study of the historical and persistent experience of the Nisei in the United
States during wartimes indicating the factors which attack and threaten their
collective life.

1, Problems arising within the evacuation center (a) in relation to the
evacuation procedure, (b) in relation to the alien Japanese, (c) in
the natural process of community growth.

2. Problems arising among the voluntary evacuees (a) due to their identity
as Japanese, (b) due to other wartime demands, and (¢) due to the normal
demands of life.

Study of the collective means by which they cope with such problems, as well

as the personal ad justments whieh they make.

1., The definition of their situation in terms of (a) their mode of arriving
at the definitions, (b) the clarity with which they see their mroblems,
(¢) their goals and the limitations recoznized, and (d) their view of how
to act under various circumstances.

Organizations, Both formal and informal, for release, protection, and for
control, To observe the function of these organizations (a) under normal
conditions as agents for defining the roles of community members and for

giving them psychological satisfaction, and (b) under conditions of erisis
as agents for collective action.

Study of the eareer of experience of Nisei who make favorable ad jus tments

to the evacuation situation. To show how personal integrity and control is

maintained.

1. The typical processes of adaptation by which personal integrity is main-
tained. To study the Nisei mode of emotional control, repression and
sublimation, self-expression, and their conception of the meaning of author-
ity and respomsibility.

2. The areas of difficulty in such self-maintenance. How are such areas met
by the Nisei who make favorable ad justments.

Study of the Nisei who make unfavorable ad justments to the evacuation situ-

ation. Inquiry into the factors which give rise to personal demoralization.

l. Differential ad justments of voluntary evacuees and those in evacuation
centers.

2, Differential adjustments of Nisei, Kibei (Nisei raised in Japan), and
Nisei who have heretofore had little econtact with the Japanese.

3. The forms of adjustments by which the malad justed try to gain personal
satisfaction.

III. Hypothesis: The traditional Japanese community solidarity existed because
psychological satisfaction could be realized by the Japanese only in such col-
lective organization. Voluntary evacuees who lack collective support will
have difficulty in masintaining their personal morale. (I have my hypotheses
about the psychological satisfactions gained in community solidarity although
they are not mentioned here.)




IV. Method:

The genesis of this study lay in a fact which has been frequently noted
of the Japanese, namely, their strong community solidarity in the United States.
My intention was to isolate those factors whiech are at the basis of this group
solidarity, and the isolation of these factors,I thought,could be best made
through a study of the personal ad justments Gf these people. There is here the
assumption that social ad justments are made by persons for the end of gaining
personal satisfactions. This outline was formulated prior to the outbreak of
war and the possibillity of the evacuation of the Japanese had not been:con-
sidered. To permit the study of the evacuation situation, I have had to alter
the scope of inquiry although I have retained the problem as originally stated.

I propose to begin this research with general observations of the Japanese
in the Puyallup Assembly Center. Preliminary observations of the Japane se
community in Seattle have already been undertaken since the outbreak oft the
war through contacts with the Japanese American Citizens' League in Sed tle
and with the population prior to evacuation. At the Puyallup Assembly Center
an organization has already been established for the classification of e very
person in the camp and a census of the population there will undoubtedly be
taken, Sueh basic data will constitute the background upon which furtker in-
vestigation will be earried on.

The first phese of this study is an inquiry into the problems which the
Nisei face in the evacuation S8ituation, and the investigation will be & sen-
tially a historical or institutional analysis. For example, a ma jor problem
created by the evacaution order was the necessity for the evacuees 6f tr eak-
ing sentimental ties with their personal possessiona. Questions may be raised
as to what these possessions signified to their owners, what lay at the basis
of their strong attachment, and of how they rationalized giving up such pos-
sessions. Again, due to the lack of clarity in the evacuation procedure , in-
numerable rumors arose about every announcement concerning evacuation. If the
function of these rumors may be thought of as efforts to bring control dnto
areas of uncertainty, inquiry may be made as to how these rumors organiz ed
the Japanese community for further collective action. The effort throughout
this phase of the study is to determine the problems which characteristi cally
face the Nisei in the evacuation situation, and to determine how they collective-
ly adjust to these situations. Participant observation end personal inter-
views ik the techniques used, with no sampling involved, for it is assumed
that we are studying situations common to the whole community.

The latter phase of study involves a typology of evacuees into those
who make "favorable" ad justments and those whose ad justments are "unfavor-
able." A representative sample of the Nisei in the Puyallup Camp will be
determined on the basis of the classification data referred to above. Per-
sonal interviews will then be undertaken of this sample with the specific
view in mind of inquiring into their ad justments to the situation. The
classification into "favorable™ and "unfavorable™ ad justments will be sub-
Jectively determined by the investigator and later checked through independent
classification by other experts, The use of such objective tests as tle
Bernreuter Personality Inventory will probably be restricted by the nature
of the evacuation situation. The analysis of the two types will then fol-
low along the line of iyquiry outlined in Seetions C and D under Scope of

Inguirx.

The voluntary evacuees, particularly those who are now isolated from
the Japanese community, mag be conceived as a control group. The same ins%




vestigation procedure will be followed for the voluntary evacuees as far those
who go to-the evacuation centers. An acute problem of sampling may aerise due
to the lack of information about voluntary evacuees. liays of alleviating this
problem maey be %0 get information from the local WCCA office where travel per-
mits have been issued, and to construct the sample on the basis of this infor-
mation.
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May 11th 1942

Professor Dorothy Thomas
University of California
College of Agriculture
Berkeley, California

Dear Dr. Thomas:

Thank you indeed for your prompt
reply with respect to the Miyamoto fellowship.
While I have had no word directly from Mr. Miyamoto
I am confident the arrangement you are considering

will be a most satisfactory one.

Now concerning the grant-in-aid
application I am afraid I cannot encourage you to
apply for a grant now for a "mature collaborator".
These awards are never given for assistance in
connection with a "major" project. They are only
considered when the funds are to be spent in completing
a study carried on by an individual. Perhaps later
this fall when that segment you mention is already
well under way by that collaborator you are putting
to work on it, he might apply for assistance in
completing it as an individal study carried on under
your auspices.

Best wishes,




UNIVERSITY OF WASHINGTON
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY
SEATTLE

May 13, 1942

Dr. Dorothy Swaine Thomas
Agricultural Economics
College of Agriculture
University of California
Berkeley, California

Dear Dr. Thomas:

I regret my terdiness in replying to your letter of lMay 9th.
We are being evacuated on Friday and I am having to rush around to
clean up my affairs here.

I am very happy to know that you received the "exploratory
grant" though I c¢an understand your disappointment in not getting an
outright grant. It would certainly have eased the problem of placing
me within your larger project to have received immediate and full
support from the Rockefeller Foundation.

Since you are now in a position to work out the details of
your project, perhaps I had better wait in setting up my own program
to be submitted to the Council. In my last letter I indicated that I
would write out my own field program, but that was based on a misun-
derstanding of your earlier letter, for I now see the desirability of
waiting until we may have a conference about it. I am going on to the
assembly center at Puyallup as we originally planned (we are leaving
on Fiiday, May 15th), and I shall expect to see you there as soon as
you are able to leave your work there.

I have had a telegram and & letter from Miss Barrett con-
firming what you have heard from her. I trust that they are ¥e¥ ask-
ing for an early submission of a new program for no other reason than
that they cannot release funds to me. I am writing them to inform
them of my move to the assembly center.

In the meantime, I shall make inguiries at the camp.to see
what are the prospects of carrying on an investigation, but I shall
not reveal our intention of undertaking sueh a study.

Sincerely yours,

_,-(,/

Frank Miyamoto
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LAURA BARRETT, SECRETARY

May 13 1942

Professor Dorothy Thomas
University of California
College of ‘Agriculture
Berkeley, California

Dear Professor Thomas:

I am sending you the enclosed
copy of letter from John Provinse to Robert
Redfield with respect to the Miyamoto case.

This letter refers to the first program of course,
but I thought you might be interested in knowing
about the Provinse contact if you need any there.

e e

Sindeyely yours,

C‘_A.‘—-——'\
ura Barrett -




liss Laura Barrett

Social Soience Research Couneil
3250 Park Avenue

Hew York, New York

Dear Miss Barrett:

Thanks for your letter of May 11, I think, however,
that you misundersbood my meaning in regard to the granteine
aide The Rockefeller subsidy is being given only for the
purely sociological segment. Oue of my collaborators has
been working for the past three months on another segment;
that is, certain of the comstitutional and sociolegal aspects
of the situation. This is in no way provided for by the
Rockefeller grant and it is well under way, I‘hercri‘tar‘al. I
really think we are Justified in applying {for a grant-ine
aid in view of all these ciroumstances. Dou't you agree.

I an in constant contact with Miyamoto and will get in
touch with you as soon es we can get the project formulated,

Very sincerely yours,

Dorothy 5. Thomas
Professor of Rural Sociology
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Mr. Frank Miyamoto
University of VWashington
Seattle, Washington

Dear Mr. Miyamoto:

Things are moving very rapidly. I haven't yet got clearsnce from
Mr., Bisenhower who is in Washington, but I enclosing a copy of a
memorandum that I am sending around to several of my collaborators.
Within this general framework, I believe a project along the lines of
your particular interests can readily be worked out. I have just gotten
your book out of the library and I am greatly impressed with it,.

As for the later period of your study I think you should decide
yourself to what university you would like to go. I suggested the Middle
West because of my fear that there may be difficulties on the East
Coast, If these figures are not realistic I believe you would get more
out of contact with Guy Johnson of North Carolina, btut I think we
should have to check very carefully to see what the community's atiitudes
toward persons of Japanese ancesiry are, for I certainly should not
like to see you pet into any personal difficulties.

Last night had dimner with Calvin Scimid and Dave Carpenter both
of whom sent you very warm regards.

I am writing today to Mr. Turner.

Sincerely yours,

Dorothy 8. Thomas
Professor of Rural Soeciology
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Mr. Re W, Turner, Director
Puyallup Assembly Center
Puyallup, Washington

Dear UMr. Turner:

Several members of the University of California are making
sociologiocal investigation of the ewmouation process, We hope soon to
have clearance with Mr. Eisenhower as to the details of what weo may
doe If I get this elearance I shall hope to visit you soon et
Puytllup.

In the meantime I am writing you on behalf of Mr, Frank
Miyamoto an instruetor in the Department of Sociology of the University
of Washington. He will shortly be eveocuated to your assembly center.
He is one of the most promising sociologists in Americe and is highly AM
regarded by the professionals 12 the fields The Sooial Science Research
Council of New York has awarded him a fellowship subject to his working
out a program of research under my sponsorship., He has passed his
qualifying examinations for the Ph.Ds and we hope that he will be able
to work on Doctor's thesis while in csmp, or at least to get the basic --
observations. If you ocan poseibly relieve him of any heavy work in the
next week or so until I can get complete clearance for the whole matter,
we shall certainly ve grateful,

With cordial regards.

Sincerely yours,

Dorothy S. Thomas
Professor of Rural Sociology
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Frank Miyamoto May 15, 1942
Puyallup, Washington

D=5=T77

Camp Harmony
Puyallup, Washington
May 15, 1942

Dre Dorothy Swaine Thomas
Agricultural Economics
College of Agriculture
University of California
Berkeley, California

Dear Dre Thomas:

Thank you for sending the letter to Mr. Turnere. I have been unable
to se&® him as yet, I believe he is visiting in San Francisco, but I shall
make his acquaintance at the earliest opportunitye.

Thank you, also, for you comments on my little publication on the
Japanese in Seattle. It was originally done for my master's thesis, and
it shows all the inadequacies of an immature work. However, I believe
the descriptive material, as far as it goes, is fairly accurate. I shall
send you a copy in the hope that you may find some use for ite

Sincerely yours,
(signed) Frank Miyamoto
Frank Miyamoto
P.S. Mre Henry Tatsumi, formerly associate prof. in Oriental Studies at the

University of Washington, is now teaching the Japanese language to naval units
on yocur campuse I mention him for he may be able to help you with your study.

(signed) Fe M.
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Frank Miyamoto May 22, 1942
Puyallup, Washington
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Camp Harmony
Puyallup, Washington
May 22, 1942

Dr. Dorothy °. Thomas
Agricultural Economics
College of Agriculture
University of “alifornia
Berkeley, California

Dear Dre Thomas:

I have just noted that in the WRA bulletin "The War Relocation
Work Corps" it is stated on page 8 under the title
Obligations of Enlistées
"The enlistee assumes certain definite obligations when he enlists:
First--He agrees to serve as a member of the Corps for the
duration of the war, and for 14 days after the end of the war.
Third, item 4-- He may be granted furloughs for work in
agricultural, industrial, or in other private employment,
and while on such furlough will pay for the support of any
dependents who may remain at Relocation Centers."

These obligations would apply to any enlistee to the Tulelake
Relocation Area. Would you kindly inquire whether these obligations
would hold in the case of my wife and me? As you declared earlier, it
is imperative that I be free to withdrew from the restricted zome if I
am to make use of the field fellowship. Moreover, it would be impossible
for me to support anyone other than my wife and I on the fellowship.

Sincerely yours,
(signed) Frank Miyamoto
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Camp Harmony
Puyallup, Washington
May 22, 1942

Professor Dorothy S. Thomas
Agricultural Economics
College of Agriculture
University of California
Berkeley, California

Dear Professor Thomas:

I have your wire of lMay 21lst suggesting that I and
my immediate family transfer to Tule Lake, California.
I am answering by airmail due to the fact that telegraph
facilities are difficult of access.

I believe it may be of adffantage to move to Tule Lake
and if possible, I should like to have arrangements made
for the transfer of the following members of our family:

Name >l Age Relation Occupation
Shotaro Frank Miyamoto 29 head sociologist
Michiko Miyamoto 26 wife piano teacher
Tomishiro Morita (alien) 61 father-in-law cook
Fude Morita (alien) 53 mother-in-law housewife
Fumiko  Morita 30 sister-in-law violin teach.
Shigeru Morita 25 brother-in-law bank account-
ant

I should like to have my wife's family included, for once
they are settled in a permanent relocation center, we shall
feel less anxiety about them.

I trust that I may have the opportunity of meeting you
at an early date, perhaps after we transfer to Tule Lake, if
that can be arranged. I am anxious to talk over the program
to submit to the Research Council, and to learn more of
your plans and of what you have in mind for me to do.

I received a letter today from David Carpenter in which
he mentions his pleasure at meeting you.

Yours sincerely, ‘
Frank M iyamotz




May 23,1942
Peor My. Miyamoto,

I was glad to get your letters of May 22nd. I can report
thot things are progressing, but it has certainly been a long, hard
struggle to get the preliminaries out of the wayé TFor the past
six weeks I have done nothing bdbut "manipulate", and that is rather
provoking, as the study #ould have been well under way by this time.

On Monday, I hope to see the Regional people and get affairs
finally settl d. I will take your letters along and bring up the
goints you raised. I quote from a letter feceived today from

ohan Provinse, Chief, Community Management Division, War Rglocation
Authority:

"I wired you yesterday that the inclusion of the Miyamoto
study in your larger project is highly desiradble...My suggestion to
Redfield was that the Miyamoto proposal needed some more c¢ reful
statement of objectives and procedures, and as it becomes a part
of the larger study for which you and Prof. Lowie are responsible
I'm sure such rest.tement will be obtainedse..

"“[Re the larger project] two questions came to mind
(1) Under the revised statement, curtailed as funds were, the ecomomic
and administrative phases were detached for separate treatment at
a later time. I que~tion whether we will ¢ ecure any adequ:te'
analysis of the persistence, modification, and change in social in-
stitutions, social) behavior!, and social attitues" unless such analyss
is closely tied in with chmged economic motit®tion and administrative
actions. I am gure both you and Dr. Lowie appreciate this. The
statment does not, however, set the proposed socio-anthropelitical work
in such larger conceptual scheme, and I think it should be so
conceived and stated as soon as possible.
(2) "Without jeopardising the scientific and objective mnature of
the projosed studies, is it not possible to shift the emphasis from
one of testing of scientifiec hypotheses which®may have practical
implications' as now stated, to one which definitely recognizes that
objective judgments can ve procured on matters of practical import?
seeveese"The desire to give some shift of emphasis is not a desire
to impede the work dbut to birng findings into some closer relationship
to administrative need. Despite hundreds of anthropological studies
on the Havajo and Hoph during the past decades, there was eight
years ago practically no information on how these people make thelr
living and the relationship of such livelihood to their social and
political orgnanizatiolNescs.

"We should discuss the projects on which work is to be done,
the problems in which administrtion will have a primary interest, the
movements and accomodation of personnel. Some thought should be
given by all of us to the opportunity afforded for establishing and u
tilizing rather continuous records on the relocation projects, and




there should be avaplable soon complete schedule coverage that will
facilitate selection of samples for interview and obgervation. The
proWlem of employing some Japanese research workers at fellowship
rates of pay while compensating evacuee members of the War Reloecation
ork Corps at different rates must be faced and solved.

"I am personally glad you are taking such an astive interest in
the relocation problem and am sorry to have missed the earliest

&

phases of the evacuation s"seee

I think 1% 18 a zood and ecordial letter. There are of-course
some worrisome points( e.g. the compsensation matter, which Howev: r
I think we can solve satisfactorily). Question number one raised
in the letter gives me excellent ammund tion for further support which
séeking from the Rosenbers Foundation. Question number two
Seems to me totally irrelevsnt, but I am willing to give the necessary
lip-servicel

On the whole, cooperation ieg good. Eisenhower wired the
Rockefeller Foundation as follows "War Relocation Authority approves
in principle object of research proposed by Dorothy Swaine Thomas and
will cooperate fully. We will work out with investigation leaders
more precise definition of problems, objectives, procedures, areas
of study and movement of agsigned personnel."

If only I don't have %o waste too much more time consulting with
too many people, things may move along. I find that I have to
8tep carefully between WOCA and WRA. So far the only real resistance
has come from my old friend Dedrieck( statistician), who actually
tried to block the whole thing, apparehsly because he thought we
were trying to "eut in" on something he had vaguely( I assure you, very
vaguelyg in mind.

Please be patient with me, if I donlt seento get thinge done as
quickly as you expected, The fact that I have been doggedly
persistent is the only thing that has saved the matter, and I have
g0t to be persistent just a little longer, always be#ng careful
not to irritate the persons concerned,

Sincerely yours,




UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

EVACUATION AND RESETTLEMENT STUDY
207 GIANNINI HALL
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA

July 8, 1943

Dear Morton:

We received the carton of steno notebooks, rulers, and yellow
second sheets that you sent out to us. There were also a couple
of packages of typing paper that you sent out previously that I
falled to acknowledge. Thanks for sending them out. I also re-
celved the small blue notebooks and found all that I wanted in
them,

On the whole, I'm sure we can get along without purchasing
anything extra out here. If we purchase anything, you may beel
rest assured that we shall save receipts. I had thought that our
last order of material was fairly large, but if you meﬂe by a

Zlarge" order more of it than was last requested, will you give us
a rough ldea of just about how much to order at a time (in terms of
volume) and I'm sure we can adjust our orders accordingly.

I imagine that with the Dies Hearings and all the propaganda
against the evacuees that's coming out of California now, you rust
be busy trying to keep in touch with everything. In today's Christian
Science Monitor (July 6, 1943) on the front page of the second sec-
tion, an article appears by Kimmis Hendrick which presumes to show
why the Japanese should be kept oub of California forever. The ar-
ticle attacks the cltizenship status of Nisei on the grounds of a
dissenting opinion written by the Chief Justice in the case of
U. S. vs. Wong Kim Ark. I take it that the opinion attacks the
American concept of Juris Soli on the grounds that, "......the English
common law rule, which made the place of birth the criterion of
nationality, was not the proper law to apply (in the Wong Kim Ark
case). It was the outcome, he claimed, of the connection in feudal-
ism between the individual and the soil on which he lived, and did
not belong to Americanism." Hendricks thinks this a supporting argu-.
ment for Mayop Bowron's view that Nisei are not American citizens.
I don't suppose there's much legal grounds to support Hendr&déks
view, but it gripes me to see that the Monitor, which has generally
been recognized as a good paper, showfsg a strong pro-Los Angeles
view of the Japanese in the past month or so. The same article
meéntions the Pacific C ese Problem Conference set up last
May organized to prevent the return of Japanese to California.
What the hell's going on out there?

Togo mentions that there 1s a certain millionaire by the name
of We He Goethe in Sacramento with some notion of eugenics about
Aryan superiority who is contributing considerably to the Home Front
Commandos. He also passed on some information he received from
Carey McWilliams to the effect that "Placer County without a shadow
of a doubt is the most hostile of all the counties. And surprisingly
enough, Santa Barbara and Pasadena are the best." MeWilliams thinks




the hostility in Placer is due to the competitive condition that
existed between the Japanese and Caucasian orchard men, a condi-
tion peculiar to the orchard economy. Charlie enlarged by declar-
ing that Japanese orchard men generally hired niseil who were able
to pick faster than the Mexieans and others which constituted the
labor supply of other orchard growers. Considering the perishable
character of fruits, the Japanese had a distinct advantage due to
their faster and neater pickers.

I pass on this information for what it's worth. You probably
are in pretty close touch with the changing situation there, but
I thought these hints might be of use to you. McWilliams' esti-
mate of hostility is based on the reaction of audiences on speaking
tours, which he declares brings out perceptible differences.

The boys are working hard and we're getting some cases on
paper, The difficulty is in getting around this damned city; it's
just too mueh space to cover.

We look forward to seeing you in September. Best wishes to
all.

Sincerely yours,

—
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August 10,1942
Dear Frank,

Thank you for your very interesting letter of July 3lst.
Regarding daily write-ups, the method you suggest is, I believe,
far better for getting systematic data than 4is the chronological
diary. This ie particularly true after the preliminary, more or
less random stage is passed, i.e. after you are relatively certain
about the types of cateogories into which your data should fall.
It certainly leads to more reliable and complete recording.

The reason I suggested the chronological type at present to

Jimmy and Naj was that I felt we had not yet organized our present

material systematically enough to be sure of the categortes and

that. furthermore, they were working under sgch pressure at present
due to the newness of their jobs and the necessity for full time

work for the time being) that they could not be expected to

do much more than the random type of recording.

The quéetion you raise about "community wide" imposed verwus
more local, selective, spontaneous groups is, I think, very importang
In the whole program of the WRA there is, I believe, the impliecit
assum.tion that socially desirable forms of coldBetive behavior .

can be implanted, e.g., cooperatives. If you can investigate
the extent to which spontaneous groups are forming outside the
imposed groupings, you will have some very important data which
will throw a good deal of light on wants as conditioned by habit
formation. In this connection, WI tells an amusing story of

& dinner that was given by an American lady in Berlin, #é which
various diplomats and officiale were invited. In order to
preserve what she considered a desirabdle informality and a friéendly
atmosphere, her seating arrangement tmak was made without regard
to rank. The party was a t hovoughly miserable one, and someone
later observed the guests agsembling , after the party was over,
at Habel's restaurant where they arranged themselves in exact
order of rank and relaxedhappily at last.

Also, the question of property rights is important, and 1
should like to know what you have observed,

I had planned to come to Tule Lake this week, but have decided
to postpone it until next week, when WI and I will pay you a visit,
The main reason for pospponement is that I want to work out a
"conceptual outline" which will give us a better basis for systematic
procedure. It seems an absurd admission, but it is really true
that I have been so involved in manipulations and administration
and finaneing and getting out of difficulties that I have been able
fo devote very little time to the intellectual aspects of the study

t is a tridbute to the persons who are doing the work that such .
excellent progress has been made, and believe me, that progress is
very real. You will recognize this, I am sure, whem I am able




2

to pool the material so that it can become available to all, !

has probably told you that the financing seems to be settled at . .
last ( I say "seems" because I refuse to accept certainty until I

see the check signed and deligered) This means that there will be

plenty of typing assistance, for one thing. eqntime, we are

making progress in getting the accumulated materials typed up by
people working part-time. Another favorable point is that

Eobort Billigmeier and his wife will be stationed at Tule Lake.
illigmeier is one of my best students, and he and his wife will

make a delightful addition to your group. She 1111 teach elementary
school, and he may teach in the high school. His funcidon on the
study will be to earry on ecological stueis, something that Jacoby

is very interested in having done. President Sproul has guaranteed
that I may pay his salary, provided he doesn)t get his teaching

ecreddntial, and WRA ( both Mr. Coverely and r. Shirrel) has

agreed to the arrangement’s

Bov Spencer, our anthropologist, leaves today for Gila,
He will eventidally come to Tule Lake, also. We expect theAfmy to
Move Kikuchi and Yusa to Gila this week. Mari Okazaki is now at
Manzanar,

I have had very real difficulties at Tanforan, dut Major

Durbin, a really swell and intelligent personpg of WCCA 4is helping
me to get them straightened out, and I shall know definitely tomoroaw”
whether things are allright or not. In bpief, what haPPened was

that Morton and I( and probably all my other associates a nnintsntu
are being refused admission except with a written permit
Arny on the groundsthat I had sent unknown persons\ namely lorton
and Bob Spencer) to get "secret" information. I¢ was a hell of
a thing to have happen, but the Army people, as I sald, are being
really fine about it, and I think I shall be able to go down tomorrow.
You see, I original)y approached Colonel Evans about the whole thing
but he has been transferred to the Hast, Fortunately, the Major,
who is hbs successor, secems to be equally intelligent and gets the
point of what we are doing. As you ean imagine, I don't want

the thing talked about, and for morale purposes I certainly want

to be able to keep in fouch, personally, with the gtudents. 1

have & feeling that Charlie ( or onme of the others) has probabdbly

ritten Tom about the whole thing by this time. I felt pretty
sick about it.

One other reason for not coming to Tule this week is that
the mysterious John Proginse is presumably going to be around on
Sunday. I will believe it when I see him. As a matter of fact,
you may see him first, for he is at present "in the field",.

A final reason for not coming is that I think a few days'
vacétion will do me good, so I am going to play golf and garden
" and read detective stories, so help me, from Wednesday through
Saturday.

Regards to all,
Yours,
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Sept. 23, 1942

Dear Dr. Thomas:

I am not always a poor letter writer, for on occasion I do turn
out quite a lot of correspondence, but once I'm personally disorganized
I seem Incapable of tending to anything beyond my immediate activities.

I hope I'll be back square on my two feet again in the near future.

The most insufferable thing happened to me last Firday. In the
middle of my struggle to turn out something for the progress report, my
typewriter broke down. It's only a minor breakdown; a small part in the
escapement assembly broke, but I've been unable to get it gixed due to the
lack of facilities here. 7You can imagine my frustration. I've been borrow
Ing Naj's machine during part of the day, but he needs the typewriter too,
so the conditlion proves unsatisfactory. Bob Billigmeier is taking the

machine up to Klamath Falls on Saturday, but I've already lost alme t a

week, and I don't know how much longer it will take to get the thing re-

palred.

For ;the present I'm spending my time gathering more material and
writing the stuff up in my notes. The time won't be ill spent, but I
feel as if I'm running on half my cylinders,

I have my trouble, too, about writing up the progress report.
I've always had difficulty in trying towrite formal reports, or writing
any thing which requlres systematlic work, and this report proves no
exception. Being in academic work, it is a difficulty I shall have to
learn to overcome; but it's something which handicapped me all through
my graduate years, and stlll bothers me . When I sit down to write, I
have to shut out the world from my thoughts, concentrate purely on the
work immedlately before me, and only thus can I work myself up to a state

where I am able to put down something.
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All this 1s self=-justification for all that I've failed to do

In the way of research up to this point; but the thought of my aimless

groping heretofore does bother me, though I feel myself capable of doing
much more than I've done so far. In time I hope to be able to give you
the king of work whic h I'm sure I can do once my mind is set strictly on
the investigation alone.

You are, of course, right in asklng us to turn out as much
material now as possible, not onlyoecause the day-to-day affairs here are
extremely Important and irretrievable, but I fear that most of us on the
pro ject shan't be able to last out the 1life in these relocation centers.
I believe I am a falrly stable sort of personality, yet even I feel the
effect of the discouraging circumstances here. There are so many stupid
things done here, and there ar so many obstacles which nobody on God's
earth can do anything about, that anyone with any degree of feeling is
bound to be affected by the whole sceme. For instance, the clty council
meetings are a prolific source of Iinformation about the problems of the
community, but continued attendance at them makes one want to runm away
from all the distunbances that arise there. It pains one to see the
weekly argumentavto which lNMr. Shirrell has to stand up, and it also grieves
one to know that the community can't get the demands which they make,

I think an Ilmportant section of our final report will have to
do with the problems of participant observation. The powerful tendency
to identify oneself with the community which the Nisei investigator feels
in circumstances such as ours, should make an interesting chapter of the
total work.

Please don't be alarmed by all this, I think all of us here
especlally Tom, Naj, and I have yet to settle down to real work and I'm
sure we shall, But I' think you will have to count on several of us

wanting to pull out once a bulk of material has been gatheréd,
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Tom,is, as ever, restless, but I think he is settling down to the
kind of productivity of which hé's capable, and in tlime we may tind him
the most prolific of all of us. Jim, with his competitive spirit, l1s
doing very well. But, Naj, 1s decidedly a problem.,

I fear hé's too sensitlive and too disturbed by his personal as
well as the external problems to be productlve, at least right now,
Fallowing your suggestion, I'm pumping him for material and willl get it
down for him under his name sooner or later, I can't go very fast right
now due to the demands of the progress report and I hope you won't mis-
understand me about the report; I recognize the necessity of an orderly
statement of our findings thus far, but I shall sooner or later get some-
thing drom Naj for you.

I, prersonally, haven't hurried the matter of a secretary because

s
I want to finish the report first, which I feel I can do better 1if
undisturbed by any other person. However, the gang here will arrange
something in the near future. A stenographer will help greatly in the
case of getting Naj's reports down. Xmkyxx His stuff is really a gold
mine if we work on him systematically.

We may have to make provislons for Kay Hisatori who has
voluntarily offered his ald to us. Kay is a wonderful fellow, extremely

consclentious about keeplng a diary, and knows a great deal about the

problems out at the farm. MIK He's not a codlege man, but has a unigue

ability for drawing out other people and making gvery sound estimates of

a situation. Once I'm able towork up a routine of work here, I may try
to spend a little time with Naj to see what T can do for him personally.
I'm afraid that, given an unfavorable set of clrcumstances, he might
throw up all efforts to gain ends which he's capable of achieving.

We're expecting some eruptions in the community soon. Problems .
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of the farm, messhalls, and the medlcal staff, are converglng, and

I think there is a high probability of some major crlses in the near

future.
Kindly give my best regards to Dr, W. I. Thomas,

Sincerely yours,

(Signed) Frank lNiyamoto




Septamber 26,1942
Dear Frank,

It is certainly too bad about your typewriter. If you could
rent one in Klamath Falls, we will gladly pay the rental.

I sympathize with you in your struggles in writing. I have
the same difficulty, and always go through agonbes in getting things
down omn paper. As you surmised, the reason I am "pressing" for
& report now is partly because of the necessity of my keeping up
with the rapidly shifting events 4f I am to be able to direct the
study efficiently, particularly in the other centers, partly because
I realize that I will necessarily lose some of the present observers,
It was always understood that you would leave the Cemter. That
was the purpose of your fellowship. And I feel that Tom will be
able to stand Just so much and them will have to get out for a
time' We don't have to face that situation yet, fortunately,
but I think we should make some long range plans to take care of
it when it comes up. My present thought is this: after you
have finished the structural report, you should take on several
"apprentices" for short-term Jobs( paid under the "documents" Pro-
vision), with no promises whatsoevr about the future. Among
them you will undoubtedly find two or three who are trainable
and you can get them working along on certain probddms so that
they can continue to take records when you leave. Copies of these
records can be sent to you as well as to us, and thus yow will have
some continuity in your own studies. It is decidedly premature
to talk of publication plans, but I visualize & series of monographs.
We have a gentleman's agreement mot to publish any of this material
until the end of the war? except in unusual cases, where the senior
staff may advise publication) and to hold the material in a common
pool until that time. But the rigchts of the individual authors
and investigators will be protected.

I agree with you that an important section should be concerned
with the problems of participant observation. This study is
unicue in respect to the role the observers play. I know of no-
comparable situation in other studies. In most cases, the parti-
cipant observer is a "phony". He is simply pretending to be a
member of the community, He is never really "in", and I believe
the mmxkaxx bona fide members of the communities know that perfectly
".11-

I also agree heartily with your estimate of Tom. When he
really gets going, his productivity is amazing. I don't take
his "gripes" very seriously. They spring from his artistie
temperament and are part of the labor pains of creativeness.
(fhat is 2 hot sentence, but I think you know whet I mean).




Naj is a serious problem, and I worry about him a good deal.
Not so much in regard to the work, for, although we want what he
can give and are convinced that he has a lot on the ball, dbut from
the point of view of his maladjusted personality. He is, 1
believe, less able to face the implications of discrimination,
concentration camps, etc. than any Nisei I have met. His experiences
here in no way prepared him for what was coming. The Giannini
Foundation is a curious placeg the professors, on the whole, are
an extremely nonintellectual ecrowd, and very middleclass in their
point of view, There are, however, a number of very intelligent
graduate students, very theoretical im their intellectual approach,
rat her radical in their political views, Naj's role in these
two groups was interesting. He was the favorite child of the
Foundation. His natural good manners and kindness appealed
particularly to the faculty wives(when there were parties, he
helped them wash dishes; he "minded" their children; he anticipated
their gardening problems and helped them out). He never really
beca me aware of their preJudicesf which, I assure you, are very
strong) because he was "the favorite Jew". The studsints were
devoted to him, and their radical social philosophy buoyed him wup.
The evacuation orders--and events leading up to them--were a
terrible shock. He couldn't believe the reports he read in the
newspapers. He said to me once"Where is all this feeling against
the Japanese that people are talking about? I've never noticed
any of it." And I really don't believe he head ever noticed it
partly because of the security of his position in the Giannini
group, partly because he instinctively avoided other situations
where it might have become apparent. His reaction was, of-course
extreme. He told me once at Tanforan, that he didn't think he
could ever trast anyone again.

Their is another factor in his reaction to the worke. He has
bden "exposed" to the high powered, highly unrealistic economic
theory which the Cal students ges. He doesn't know how to
operate in this framework( who does?) Tom's intellectualism
also sort of terrifies him. He does not realize the extent
to which research is a "point to point" magter. He hesitates
to show us what he has for fear 1% will be considered an inferior
product. And, being genuingly modest and self-assuming, he
really doesn't put any value on his performance anyway.

The struggle with regard to poney continues. I have
finally taken him off the payroll, but told him that I have put
a "lien" on the honorarium we awarded him, I simply don't know
how to handle him. Maybe you will be able to work out something.

In a letter to Tom yesterday, I asked the group to get
together and recommend something about honoraria for specific Jjobs.
By all means, continue to use Kay Hisatomi. He may be a
distinct advantage that he isn't a cocllege mkmd trained person:
at times an untrammeled mind is a great helpl

I' shall be coming up again soon.n Details later.

Sincerely your,

My best to Michi and the others




513-B

Tule Lake Project
Newell, Cal,
Sept. 29, 1942

Dr, Dorothy S. Thomas
207 Giannini Hall

U, of Cal,

Berkeley, Cal.

Dear Dr, Thomas:

Thank you for your letter of the 26th, and your suggestions.
Your remarks about Najima gives us a plearer picture of him. I hope,
as you do, that he can get his troubles straightened out, for he's
one of the most capable fellows I've yet met.

I have a favor to ask of you. I wonder if you would arrange
to get my typewriter repaired somewhere in Berkelgy or San Francisco.
Due to a break in the escapement assembly ( I believe that's what
it's called) the carriage won't remain in place. The part broken is
a very smallfoothlike affair which probably works on a lever. It
comes up after each stroke to give proper spacing to the type.

= I asked Bob Billingmeier to take the machine up to Klamath last
Saturday, but the repair shop there gave him a rather dubious answer.
Apparently, parts are difficult to get. Bob says he's going down to
the Bap Region in a few days, probably this week-end, but I want to
send the machine ahead just on the hope that he may be able to pick
it up on the way back. Whatever happens, I've got to get the machine
repaired. I would appreciate it greatly if you would take care of
the matter at your earliest convenience. Najima suggests that the
lioon Typeweiter Co. is very good, but I don't know anything about
that sort of thing, and I'm ready to send it a1 ywhere as long as it's
repaired. Please have the bill sent to me here, or if it's necessary
Lo pay cash, I'll settle it with you later if you will kindly take
care of the matter.

At present, I'm borrowing Kay Hisatomi's portable. He says he
doesn't need it often, and so he gives me full run o f the thingy,
but T rather suspect he needs it m=mx now and then for his reports
to Najima,

The Nisei Citizenship question which Tsukamoto raised, and about
which Tom probably wrote you, has created a sensation. Bessig wired
a denial of the story to Shirrell. Now we're waiting to see what
happens to Naltef@ﬂukamaoto. Hope to see you soon.

Sincerely yours,

Frank Miyamoto




October 1, 1942

My, Frank Miyamoto

513-B

Tule Lake Relocation Project
Newell, California

Dear Frank:

I will be glad to take eare of your type-
writer for you when 1t arrives. Spencer is plan-
ning to come here this weekeend and if I can get
hold of a University ear, I think that he, W,.I.
and I will drive up next Tuesday and thus will see
you on Wednesday.

Please tell Eob Billigmeier about thes for
I don't want him to come down if we are coming up
there so soon.

Sincerely yours,

Dorothy Swaine Thomas
Professor of Rural Sociology




Octover 10,1942
Dear Frank,

This was, by all odds, the best visit we have had, Not only
did we have a swel! time socially, dbut we seemed to be getting some-
where. That was certainly a fine performance every one of you
put on in connection with research planning and d4iecussion. Will
you pass the word along to the others that we three had a happy
Journey home because of our pleasure ia both the intellecual performanmce
and the delightful contacts?

I have $oday written Bohrand asked him to convey a report from
Morton on his contacts with ‘rovinse and Embree. I think the
situation is as favorable as we can expect.

Now I have a request to make of you and also, thoough you, of
the others who will be doing sections on topie 1IV-6, I received
the following letter from Mrs. Adams

"We are having a three-day workshop on October 26,27, and 28 at
the Whitcomb Hotel to discuss leisure time problems...(etc)...0ur
opening meeting will be a panel discussion om leisure time problems
in War R“location centers inm which I'd 1ike to present some of the
needs, desires and conflicts which are arising out of relocation
and the possihilites of programs of adult education, reecreation
and various group activities in meeting these. The reports
Jou are receivng from Tule Lake and elsewhere must have given you
an insight into some of them which would be very valuable to us, and
we'ld like your help in developing further our own programe in these
centers, Could you take part in the discussion?"

I should certainly like some help in develoring my “insight".
If Section IV-6 could be written up in rough draft$, that would
be a great help. But I should also like any suggestions any of
you have beyond what is included in IV-6% Here is a chance to
indicate that we are not the wide-eyed theorists that they, alas,
suspect we are.

W1ll you please tell Keiko that I called Migs Bowers and listened
to her extoll the charm of Keiko and Kay for about twenty minutes?
I certainly ageed with her thoroughly. She was very happy to hwe
& report of them, and sent all sorts of greetings.

Will you also tedl Tom th:t Fred is leaving Utah, having received
a $1000 fellowship in Springfield( I suspect that it is a YMCA collese
but am not sure). e all rejoice at his good fortune. Also I had
a long letter from Mich Kunitani who says among other things that he
is "sullen and saturnine and furstrated® that "the food stinks and it's

really hell trying to stuff down lousy food while you perspire", that
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as for John Powell, "gal they don't come any better", as for
Leighton, peculiar but "plenty interesting®. As for the
research "The calibre of the kids working for him is not as
high as the kide workin for you." Re morale "All of the
regional officials who have visit ed the other centers tell me that
the morale here is the lowest of all the centers®, but re
education, "If the program for the secondary schools is a lulu
the proposed curriculum for the adult program is a whiz bang"
They are going in for the St. Johns college system of "great
books"., "Around the course im the great books there will be
additional cour:e in soil science, plant pathology, businamss
law, public administration,anthropology and sociologyl A
special seminar around the Tolan committee findings and possibly
a gcourse in Japanese history will be given."

Another interestiang point: "There seems to be a conflict
of poliey between the men of the Indian Service and the regional
WRA office as to the role of Poston in wartime America dbut it
i3 hushed up. The conflict was almost brought to a head on the
problem of temporary furloughs, The WR seems to be pressured
by Washington and 1t is conscious itslef of the manpower
shortage on the outside and therefore reeruiting of harvest
labor is emphasized, whereas the Indilan Service people have a tene
deney to forget the outside and concentrate on building a model
community in Poston. I belieove that this conflict exists within
the WRA itself be tveem the agricultural department and the
employment de artment. ecec.+It seeme that the residents and staff
aren't conscious of the fact th:t Americ: is in a helluva meess.

Thby'rﬁ too isolated both in mind and body and faced with =a
mage of internal probalems th-t they lose a proper perspectivee
on the whole relocation progr m."

Morton is absolutely ciianing up in Washingtom. I hope
to bring him up next time and have him gi e you a2 report on
his asctivities and findings.
Cordial regardis to all from all of us here.

Tours,




October 13, 1942

Dr. Dorothy Swaine Thomas
Evacuation and Resettlement Study
207 Giannini Hall

Berkeley, California

Dear Dr. Thomas:

I think all of us were as happy as you over the recent visit
you made here. I hope that things werk out as planned,

Concerning the writing up of section IV-6 for which I happen
to be chiefly responsible, I feel sure it can be done before Oct.
26 and in time for you to look it over, It happens that I worked
closely with the recreation department for over a month during
July and August and picked up a fair picture of the general back-
ground to their problems and their efforts to solve them. Any-
thing that I may turn in at this time will necessarily be in Tough
draft but I trust you will get énough information out of it to
provide you a . working background, I think you will agree that I
should not alter the form of write up,as I had originally thought
it out, to suit the demands of an administrative report, but I in-
tend to pack the chapter with sufficient conecrete material so that
you may develop insights of your own for the purpose of panel dis-
cussion,

I shall not, of course, be the only one contributing to the
section for Jim has turned in some excellent material on the dance
groups and the issei entertainment which I shall combine in my write-
up. Tom has been looking into the problems of adult education and
of informal recreational groups and I've already asked him to make
his contribution to you directly. I shall likewise ask Jim to wrise
up any material which he thinks fitting for your purpose, but I
have yet to see him about it. The matter will be taken care of im-
mediately, however,

I feel as you do that this will be an opportunity to prove
our good faith to the WRA and I think those of us in the field here
will try to act in accordance with the demands of the opportunity.

Although I've never had the fortune of meeting Mieh Kunitani

it's clear from his comments that you've got a pretty good man
dowmn at Poston, or, to say the least, he'@ certainly

colorful. T wuite agree with him that the St. John's plan of "great
books™ for education could be a "whiz bang"in relocation centers
given the men to offer such courses. I think even the apa i
Nisei might be stirred up a little about the great booksaéfggggf
thing surely is needed for Nisei apathy; the Nisei are d be
rugs under the Issel feet if things continue as their ®ending today.
Of course, the solution to the conflict can't be a direet attack
by the Nisei against Issei domination, but somebody needs to think
out a plan for getting the more stable and intelligent elements
of the Issel population into leadership,




I shall pass your letter around to everyone in our study
group, and will meke it a point to give your message to Kay and
eiko.

T should have told you that I have been getting my fund from
the SSRC regularly. Incidentally, I kept thinking of zsmding
giving you three dollars for the typewriter repair and kept for-
getting about it until after you had left. I am enclosing a
money order for the amount, and trust that this really covers the
cost of repair. The machine is in such good shape now, I wonder
if you didn't get a general overhauling for the thing, which as
I recall generally costs much more.

Please zive our regards to W. I. Thomas, and.to Morton when
he returns. We shall look forward to all of you being here again
in the near future.

Sincerely yours,




513-B

Tule Lake Project, WRA
Newell, Cal.

October 22, 1942

Dear Dr. Thomas:

I imagine that you must be wondering when my report will
arrive. I regret the lateness of its appearance, and hope it
reaches you in time to be of service for the workshop discussion.

To tell the truth, the report is not yet complete, but I am
sending sections of Wt which have been written up thinking that
it will offer sufBicient material to be of use to you. My general
outline of the chapter as,I have it in my head is:

Introduction

Incipient Organizatign

Formal Organization A

Personnel Problems .-///

Confliets, Disorganizetion and Reorganization

The Community and the Recreation Program (including a
discussion of informal recreation,)

\.
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You will find that everything from part IV on is incomplete.
I wrote a little in Personnel Problems to give an indication of
what I intended there, and hope to go into the question of selec-
tion and further implications of personality on the program.
Conflicts is discussed in just one phase, namely, with reference
to the Issel staff, but I hope you will find the discussion com-
plete enough to give a picture of how the demprtment attempts to
solve its problems., The last section is to discuss the effect
of the recreation program on the community, of how the people
respond to various types of programs, and I am sure this is some-
thing you would want for your immediate purpose but which I un-
fortunately have ntt been able to complete, or even begin. /\‘

s

I am also enclosing a progress report from the report's n,
specialist of the department. I needn't remind you of my pre-
vious difficulty with Mr. Cook on the score of using material
going through his office. Since this is the only copy which I
have, will you kindly return it after you have had a copy of "it
made.

I'here are interbsting developments to report, but I shan't
take the time todYe. For the time, I am concentrating on getting
all my reports out to you, and trust that this will be accomplish-
ed soon, God help us. DBob showed me your recent letter to him
about your troubles with the WRA and Bates. I also took careful
note of your postscript on Spencer's productivity, and recognize,
from my new perspective, that you have no ulterior motive.

/

o’
&

—Afer?
V

Michi and I send you aMd W.T. our best wighes.
-

- s
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November 16, 1942

Mr. Frank Miyamoto
515-B, Tule Lake Relocation Project
Newell, California

Dear Frank:

I received your letter of November 12, As you can imagine
I am much distmessed about the e¢ensorship situation. I assume that
the materials were sent to you first elass, but I would like to have
you confirm this., We send them down stairs and sometimes these
instructions are dlisregarded. I cannot understand on what possible
basis first class mall, whatever its size, can legitimately be opened
by the military authorities. I think a complaint on your part to
Mr, Shirrell 1s called for. For my part I will not hesitate to go
back to my friends (Colonel Durbin, ete. in W.C.C.A.) if there are
any repetitions of this situation as it was clearly understood that
even at the Assembly Centers there was to be no interferance in the
correspondence between myself and any of the evacuees connected with
the project. I wish you would let me lmow if there are any further
developments, Send a letter, air mall, in care of Robert Spencer,
Gila War Reloecatlon Projeect, Rivers, Arlzona,

I am enclosing a copy of a letter from Mr, Provinse and a
copy of my reply. I wish you would show these two Xtters to Tom.
I feel that your situation can be straightened out because, as I
understand 1t, there is no necesslity for you to register at the
University at all, but I am a 11ttle worried about Tom's situation
and will ptish the matter in every way possible, Incidenteally I was
greatly amused at Provinse's letter in one respect. He paid no at=-
tentlion whatever to the various questions that have been pending
for a matter of several weeks so In my reply I just raised them
again and assumed that they had been solved. You will note that I
did not send cordial regards to Embree for my letest !nformation is
that he has tried to pull another rather fast one on us, fThis time
in trying to get Charlie to "eollaborate™ with him, I must confess
I just donm®t understand these guys at all,

Give my best to Michl and W, I. too sends greetings,

Sincerely yours,

Dorothy Swalne Thomas
Professor of Rural Sociology
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December 26,1942
Dear Frank,

I was glad to get the first 63 pages on Political
Organization, and do Bot agree that it is " about 60 pages
too long". The Introduction is fine, dbut I agree that
the historical sketeh misses fire at points. I thinkp
however, that it can easily be revised. There is a good
deal of overlapping here with one of Tom's sections,
decide where to put specific things is one of the problems
that can readily be solved when the preliminary sections
are all at hand. The outline of the sections to follow
certainly sounde good, ;

Re SSRC, not only do you have to submit a quarterly
progrees report, but remember algo, you must apply in
January for remewal of the fellowship, In regard to point
(e) in the Committee's instructions, you should point out
the range of your experience in field work,
about the role of participant observer in wo
and I would su
Social Structu
Political inspoductionand
You might also indiecate briefly the content of the other
sections you are planning. The Council does not require
lengthy progress repor ts, so coanfine yourself to two or three
pagee for your whole report., You should not have much
trouble in Justifying the "training value® involved in the
field work you are now doing.

I hope to send a good dedd of manuseript beck by
Bod Billigmeier, D have not heard from him yet.

Will write again in a few days. New Yemrst greetings
to all of you.

Sincerely Jours, -

,/r‘




TYPES OF ADJUSTMENT AMONG PERSONS OF JAPANESE ANCESTRY
Wi AFFECTED BY EVACUATION

(A proposed program of field study under a pre-doctoral field fellowship of
the Social Science Research Council.)

Setting of the problem:

Since March 26, 1942, when General DeWitt of the Western Defense Command
ordered the first evacuation of persons of Japanese ancestry from military
areas of the Pacific Coast, about 100,000 Japanese have been evacuated to
temporary assembly centers or to more permanent relocation centers. To a
people accustomed to immobility characteristic of middle-class entrepreneurial
groups, the forced migration constitutes & major crisis for it uproots them
from strong ties to home and established community life, snd requires un-
accustomed adjustments to new environmental circumstancese.

Japanese communities of the Pacific Coast were largely socially self=-
sufficient groups with established institutions and practices that were
products of thirty or more years of settlement. Individual enterprise,
either of farm operators or of urban shopkeepers, characterized their
economy, and laid the basis of the middle-class ideology which they unwit-
tingly but firmly held. Strong family consciousness of the old world variety,
though increasingly disturbed by the assimilation of femily members and
especially of the children, nevertheless persisted in part if not in whole.
Due to the youthfulness, economic dependence and political ineffectiveness
of the Nisei (second-generation), the institutions of the communities were
largely shaped by the Issei (first generation) and accommodated to the sur=
rounding American life. The Japanese Association (an Issei organization),
kenjinkai (prefectural associations), language schools, and Buddhist Churches
were invariebly parts of community organization, although the extensive in-
fluence of American associations cannot be over-looked. The traditional
Japanese emphasis upon socisl stetus made of material gains, formel education
for the children, snd the presenting of a favorable "front,"™ the means to
thet ends These strivings were impelled and made intense by the small-
townish intimacy and stability of community life. As background te all this
are the histories of anti-Japanese agitations on the Pacific Coast and of
internatiocnal power politics between Japan and the United States, between
which has been created a situation filled with uncertainties for Japanese
in the United States. The outbreek of war and the program of evacuation have
caused fundemental disturbances in the lives of these people.

As a resident of Seattle, I was evacuated on May 15, 1942 with other
Japanese of that city to the Puyallup Assembly Center thirty miles south
of Seattle, end was able to take preliminary notes on that assembly center.
Cn June 15, 1942, I was transferred to the Tule Lake Relocation Center in
northern California where I have begun preliminary observations of that settle-
ment.

The Tule Lake Project is expected to have a population of about 18,000
Japanese evacuees when completed. At the present there are about 8,000
persons, mostly from Sacramento Valley but with & few from the Pacific North-
west. The project is under the administration of the War Relocation Authority,
although the Army, the FBI, and other federal agencies have their spheres of
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authority in guarding against the presence of subversive elements. However,
the hope of the WRA is to establish a cooperative community in which intra-
commnity control rests primarily with the evacuees. The policy of the white
administrative staff is characterized by liberalism and humanism, and sn
epparent desire to implant the best points of democratic Americanism among
the evacuees.

But the problems of adjustment are obviously more complex than is pro=-
vided for by the scheme of a cooperative community, for the restricted cir-
cumstances of a relocation center and the throwing together of diverse interest
groups naturally create resentments and friction, eand demend widespread ad-
Justments. The new family situation alters the economic roles of family mem-
bers, reduces privacy in the closely spaced single-apartment dwellings, and
tends to destroy home conscicusness in the army-built barracks. The recreation-
al situation calls for the replacement of commercialized play by extensive
organized recreation. Most interesting are the changes in the conditions
of economic and political life, Individual enterprise is replaced by cooper=
ative enterprise, the incentive for profit is removed since wages are scaled
from twelve to nineteen dollars a month after discounting family expenses for
food and rent, and persons who formerly enjoyed high economic stetus are now
no better than anyone else. Still there eare a limited number of favored jobs
about which there exists much bickering as to who merits receiving them,
Closely related is the struggle for political status. Japanese in the United
States have never before has as complete control over the administration of
their community as they do today, for hitherto they have lived as a community
within the white community. The striving for political power is already

bringing forth factional opposition of the Japanese American Citizens! League
againgt smaller independent groups who resent the machine control of the
JACL, of Washington and Oregon people against Californiens, of Nisei against
Kibei against Issei, and rural femilies against urban.

Clearly, the Japanese evacuees are having to undergo social adjustments
of unprecedented scope and intensity.

Objectives of Program:

The problem which I propose to study is the types of adjustments of
evacuees to the situation involved in evacuation. There are two parts to the
situation of evacuation, (1) the hostility of white Americans, or their
doubt of the loyalty of persons of Japanese ancestry to the United States,
which led to the evacuation, and (2) the changed involved in the evacuation;
but the two are interrelated in the minds of the evacuees. My project will
be one part of a larger project of evacuation problems undertaken by Dr.
Dorothy S. Thomas end Dr. Robert S. Lowie the scope of which is stated by Dr.
Thomas as including: "(an) analysis of the persistence, modification and
change in the social institutions, social behavior and social attitudes of
Japanese and of Americans of Japanese ancestry, during their transition from
Californie communities to temporary reception centers to areas of more per=
manent settlemsnt." The phase of the larger study in which my interest lies
is particularly in the study of social attitudes, and in the relationship
which they bear to social institutions. Included in the study will be an
analysis of the impact of the evacuation crisis upon perscnalities, the re-
organization which the personalities undergo, and the roles which the
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- personalities define for themselves in the new situation. There will also be
an effort to note the collective pressures which impinge upon personal adjust-
ments, and the characteristics of personalities that influence collective
adjustments.

The period of field study under the supervision of Dr. Thomes and Dr. Lowie
should lead to extension of my experience 1n investigational methods and
techniques, to collection of data which will serve as basis for a doctor's
dissertation, and to contribution of dete to the larger study of evacuation
problems undertaken by Dr. Thomes and Dre Lowle. It iz also proposed that some
time should later be spent at ean institution where I may have further guidance
in the analysis and interpretation of the data gathered.

Places of Study:

The field study will be done at Tule Lake Relocation Center located east
of Mr. Shasta in northern Califormia. The selection of this center for study
is determined by (1) its proximity to the University of California where
the larger study is being projected, (2) the presence of other American-
Japenese students of sociology who are undertaking related phases of the
whole study, and (3) the administrative staff has shown cordiality and
interest in the study, expecially in the cases of Mr. Elmer Shirrell, project
director, and Mr. H. L. Jacoby, director of internal security and sociologist.

It is proposed that after the data has been gathered, a further period
be spent, preferrably at the University of Chicago, in receiving guidanoce
eand instruction in the analysis and interpretation of the data. Although
part of my graduate work was done at the University of Chicago, that school
is deemed the best choice in view of the restrictions that may be placed
upon my presence in eastern institutions and the limitation in numbers of
other places where I might carry on further study.

Procsadure:

The preliminary phases of the study involves gathering data on the set-
ting of the problem, establishing contacts with the administrarive staff and
the evacuees, and more specifically defining the problem and hypotheses which
will be investigated. Preliminary observations involve participating in a
large number of meetings and social functions, listening to casual conversa-
tions and discussions, and assembling written doocuments such as mws bulletins
and letters which are available. Contacts have already been esteblished with
the administrative staff, and with ministers, doctors, political leaders,
neighbors and workers among the evacuées.

Specific procedures are not outlined at the present due to the rapid
flux and increase of population that is still taking place. By the nature
of my position as an evacuee, participant observation is an important
investigational technique, and all that I experience will be recorded in a
personal diary. bBut the basic technigue used will probably be the casual
and personal interviews which are quite readily avallable in the relatively
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intimate life of this community. Diaries, letters, life histories (wherever
possible), and other personel documents will be collected to supplement the
interview material.

Socio-demographic data on the general characteristics of the populetion
will probably be surveyed by the WRA, and should be available for use as
background material., The use of questionnaires and statistical malysis is
difficult due to the delicate circumstances of evacuaticn, but adice on this
matter will be sought from Dr. Thomas.




