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BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA June 16, 1942

Dr. Dorothy S. Thomas
538 Giannini
Campus

Dear Dr. Thomas,

I have finished the Shibutani-Neajima report and hasten to
offer the following comments,

Written under unusual conditions of stress, it is undoubtedly
a highly creditable document, whose value is if anything enhanced by
the writers' emotional involvements—quite irrespective of the correctness
of their strictures in the light of what was feasible, e point on
which naturally neither they nor we can venture authoritative statements.
I should certainly want the authors to continue interlarding their
observations with their reactions, no matter how subjective. In our
ultimate synthesis we can then utilize the material for demonstrating
howr some of the more educated sufferers responded to the abnormal
conditions to which they were subjected.

On the other hand, I think their attention should be directed
to the fact that, being saturated with the data, they assume knowledge
on the part of the reader which I, at least, do not possess. To take
a minor point, just how is "contraband" defined? More important is the
treatment of the JACL. One can, of course, divine from the references
what manner of organization it is, but that is not enough. Unless you
have on file a fairly full statement as to the past history, constituency,
professed and actual aims of the society, it ought to be elaborated by
one of our Japanese collaborators——perhaps preferably by two or three
independently. Otherwise we are liable to miss some of the implications
of the present behavior imputed to them.

Certain specific statements as to attitudes likewise evoke
demands for more information. Lecking pagination in my copy, I am
unable to give an exact reference, but I have noted several sentences
that pique my curiosity. Some Japenese are said to find life filled with
excitement. Who are they? Again, in one place it is said that certain
evacuees do not speak Japanese. What would their background be? And
why did the Administration disapprove what seem to have been thoroughly
innocuous Memorial Dey exercises?

I should like to have a somewhat sharper definition of the
"intellectual"” faction of the radicals. I get a somewhat inconsistent
picture of them as on the one hahd so conservative as to be on good terms
with the JACL, on the other sharing in the ideology of the entire
radical group, with denunciation of opponents as "fascists". Perhaps
a stricter definition of the terms "faction" and "group" would clarify;
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or a dichotomous (or more intricate) classificatory diagram, say:

I Conservatives II Progressives

(1) 1Issei (all of them?) (1) Communists
(2) JACL (2) New Republic Liberals
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LN LB N

Finally, the reported criticisms of the diet are enormously
suggestive. Again and again there is emphasis on the dearth of milk
and butter. Now this is extremely important if true—so importent that
in my opinion it requires careful checking dn different groups. For
Bastern Asia is notoriously a non-dairying area, a fact consistently
emphasized by earlier writers and from a theoretical angle by Eduard
Hahn and Berthold Laufer. As for Japan specifically, the official
report of Commodore Perry's visit states that cattle were used only for
ploughing and packing (Frencis L. Hewks, Narrative of the Expedition of
an American Squadron ......, New York, 1856, p.523). Goats were
almost unknown in Japan in 1882 and sheep scarcely to be seen until a
few years before that (Basil Hall Chamberlin, transletor, Kojiki,
p.XLIII), so thet these species are barred as & source of milk,
According to the geographer Preston E. James (An Qutline of Geography,
1935, p.334), "the Japanese culture contains no traditional familierity
with domestic animals for other than draft purposes"; and "only recently,
in the northern part of the country, have dairy cattle been introduced."

Accordingly, such questions as the following arise: Do the
per sons compleining of the leck of butter and cheese belong unifarmly or
preponderantly to the youmger, thoroughly Americanized generation? Have
the older people adopted Occidental food habits to such an extent as to
crave deiry products? What, if any, is the line of cleavage dividing
those who crave from those who disdain such products? For instance, do
they come from the northern sections of Japan? Has the Japanese Govermment
gsucceeded in imposing & deirying diet on that section?

Man's conservatism as to food habits has often been noted. At
present two committees of the N.R.C. (one of them under Margeret Mead)
are struggling with relevant problems. I think this aspect of the report
by itself is worthy of most careful attenticm.

Sincerely yours,

Robert H. Lowie
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Rivers, Arizona

December 29, 1943

Dear Bob:

Thank you for your letter of the 26th and for
the nice candy which you left with Charles for me. I went
to Butte on Wednesday afternoon and heard from him that
you had left in a rush by plane. I had brought the Sup-
plemental Report on the Tada Case for you to look over
and forward to Dr. Thomas. As ¥ikuchi stated that he was
forwarding some papers to her I left my report with him.
Dr. Thomas should have it by now.

I hope you have had a nice Christmas and certainly
wish you a very happy new year, wherever you may be during
the future. We have had a terrific wind and dust storm
throughout most of Christmas day in spite of an early mor-
ning shower which sprinkled the ground somewhat. In our
block we had a sumptuous turkey dinner which tasted very
good at the time. However, either the turk was not quite
sufficiently cooked or the stuffing had soured, and during
the night about three-fourths of the block residents began
to suffer from stomach aches and had to run back and forth to
rest rooms for relief. In addition our block had a Christmas
program of various forms of entertainment and towards the
end of the program a raffle was held. Instead of awarding
a few good prizes to lucky winners, our block chairman, an
0ld Issei with some very peculiar ideas, thought that evryone
should be given som= sort of a prize. The result was ridi-
culous as well as disheartening. The raffle took about two
hours and the prizes were a joke - a can of peaches or apri-
cots, six clothepins, small package of raisens or fig bars,
box of tooth picks, five cents in coin, four pennies, one
penny, etc. These prizes were announced as answers to various
conundrums in Japanese. It was rather funny at first but
certainly sot awfully boring at the end. It was on the whole
a Christmas which I will never forget. Last Sunday we made
mochi (rice cakes) for the block at the laundry room. It was
an all-day affair with most of the adult residents participa-
ting. lMochi is generally used as part of the New Year feast
and the usual custom is to make it several days or a week
before New Years. The rythmic pounding was done to the tune
of Japanese music or singing and the process was quite a gay
affair. The New Year program ought to be interesting and I
am sure you would find many points of interest if you were here.




You would be interested, I am sure, to know that
Takeo Tada had left on December 28th for Ann Arbor, Michigan
to take a position as instructor in Japanese at the Univer-
8ity of Michigan. Masato Inouye, the Yale and Waseda graduate,
and his wife also left for the same school at that time. The
peculiar thing about Tada was that the assault case was the
deciding factor in his acceptance for the position. As he was
formerly connected with the Japanese Chamber of Commerce at
Los Angeles, there was apparently some considerable doubt as
to his loyalty to this country. The fact that he has had several
years of education in Japan also might have placed Bim in the
¥ibei category. The fact that he had been assaulted because of
his cooperation with the administrative officials was, as I had
heard it, a point which had been instantly taken in his favor.
I was very glad to hear that he had been accepted for the posi-
tion as he would be in a position to be of definite service to
our country.

Since the Tada incident there have been no repercus-
sions of any kxind at this camp as yet, and it appears that every-
thing will run along more smoothly. However, I have heard yester-
day that a group of so-called agitators at Butte are trying to
obtain Mr. Bennett's approval for the organization of a club to
bear the name of Kyowa-Kai (Peace or Pacifist Society). What their
plans and purposes are, I have not been able to learn quite fully
but I think that Kikuchi will be in a more suitable position to
follow up on their activities.

It was certainly with a feeling of frustrated hopes
that I heard the announcement of UGeneral DeWitt's Christmas eve
proclamation that the enemy alien curfew regulations as to
German aliens had been lifted. The reason given that adequate
precautionary and preventive measures have now been provided
would apply equally well as to the Japanese. It appears even
more true as to citizens of Japanese descent, almost all of
whom I would consider normally to be loyal Americans. I look
forward most anxiously to the time in the very near future when
"equal protection of the laws" can be extended to us.

Please extend my very best wishes to Dr. Thomas and
1 hope she has fully recovered from her illness. Again I wish
you the best of luck and good fortune in the trying days ahead,
and if the powers that be should so ordain, I hope you will be
able to come to Gila again.

Sincerely,

Gre




May 30,1943

Spencer letter:

"Arizona has just passed & law which forbids the use of any
facility by a person whose movements are restriected Ly military
edict., This means that all Japamese in Arizona, evacuec and
resident, are forbidden bo make purchases in the si: te, to make
use of hotels, restaurants, theaters, bars, etc.s TFood may be
‘purchased and some clothing. <he Standard 0il Co. was fined

1000 for selling gasoline to em ewvacuee and not _lving notice
theredf in three different newepapers. arizona spirit has grown
anti-evaguce to such an extent that it is analogous to that of
Southern California, Did you ever hear of such a mesz., Stend-

ard 0i1 was all set to bring the thing to the Supremem

ourt but renceed at the last moment. All evacuees who now drive
their cars out of Arizona must have a Caucasian escort in order
to circumvent this new law, to purchasec gasoline, eto. I do no®
know what the effect of this will be on our preoposaed canference.
There may be some (hotel ¢ difficulty in Phoenix."




Februery 18, 1943

Dr. Dorothy Thouas
207 Giannini Hall
University of Califernie

Dear Derothy,

S50 much has taken place since my lest letter to you that I
will continue writing a kind of report of my notes on the situaticon
50 a8 to keep you informed how thinges are going here. I suggest
that you have certain parts of my letters copied end filed ms re-
ports inasmuch as I find that this method of getting information to
you quickly is rather a practical one. I think thet all the inform-
etion will be coming out through the reports thet I have ia mind
and through Charlie's diary.

The significant thing which is concerning the community at
the moment is the fect, ae I mentioned before, of volunteer Army
enlistment and registration of all people between the ages of 17 and
38, I have mlready described the marked Kibei antagonism to this
measure, an antagonism which emminated from not only the Kibei Club
but which wes supported in both cemps by the Issei Vigilante Com=
mittee, and the rather marked pressure group which has arisen from
among the single men in both camps.

I have slrendy mentioned gquestions 27 and 28 on the general
questionnaire, which is being sent ocut. I shell forward to you soon
blank coples of these questionnaire forms. (uestion 27, as you
know, concerns willingness to enlist in an Army combet unit, while
28 asks for repudiation of sny other power but thet of the United
States; and, of course, the Kibei, most of them holding duel ecitizen-
ghip, end meny Issei have been very strong in their opposition io
answering these questions in the affirmative. In fact, I believe
thet I have mentioned George Yemashire's addressing his own Kibei
Club on the subject of enlistment. His opeanly expressed attitude
wes one which has been found smong many other groups and has besn
seconded by the majority of the Issei. When the Sedition Act was
reed to the Kibei Club and the threat was made that the mct would be
enforced if aay of the Kibei or Issei are kaown to be keeping people
from either enlisting or filling out %he gquestionnaire form, the
feeling settled down somewhat, and the Kibei became lees out-spoken.
The group pressure exerted by the Kibei, end single Issei particu=~
larly, was scon broken up by Bennett's proclsmation that all such
forms of agitstion would be severely dealt with. This agitation then
seemed to take hold of the community sentiment et large and to settle
in every household where there were Nisei children who might be sub-
ject to eventusl draft end who could volunteer and who, at any rete,




were obliged to fill out the questionnaire form. A number of cases
have come to my attention. It hee been said that some Iseei have
threatened suicide if their off-springs were to enlist in the Aray.
One Issei man is reported to have esaid to his son thet if he en~
listed ia the Army, he would be killed not oaly ia baltle, but the
father said that he would kill the boy himself before sllowing him
to enlist. Several other Issei have bson kaown to threaten disin-
heritance should their off-spring enlist. One Kibei, Charlie tells
this as a true story, weat to the registration office with five
dollars snd his birth certificate asking that his citizeaship be
revoked and offoring the five dollars in paymeat for ihe legal pro-
ceedinge, and so it has come pretty much throughout the ceater.

Registration started last Thursday, aad ia the first days of
registration, 75 per ceat of those filling out the questionaaire
forms wers answeriag questlons 27 and 28 "ao" mad "no". Caplain
Thompson, the officer in charge, has beea excecdingly discouraged
by this response. Raegistrationm in Camp Two started in those blocks
which ceater around the Kibei hall, mad it begine to appear that
the Kibei were the first to be asked to fill out ihe quesiionaasire
forms. Moviag asay frow those blocks, o belier response was eligited
and the perceatage of those asswering in the nogative bogaa to drop
a little bit eerly this week. Ia Canal, there aro maay Kibei who
are simply not roporting for registration at the time eppointed. The
sduinistretion has been so discouraged by this uegative suswer that
they have called in every one who has already filled ia their ques-
tionuaire form end answered mo" aad "mo" to the twe gquestious aad
have given them the opportunity 6f reconsideriag on the aseumption
that there has been a misunderstanding sll erouad. Nol many, how-
ever, are answering the appeal for asother interview and it begins
to appear that the greater majority is opposed to chauging their an-
swers and that the twe gquestions remaia as they are, ia the aogative.
Realizing the extent of the agitation exerted by the Kibei group, tae
administration hed, as I seld, read off the Sedition Act as a kind of
threat. This wes done last Friday night, but through Saturdey aad
Mondey, the negative answers to questions 27 and 28 still coatinued
40 pour in.

T've made some mention before of the Uoab segregalioa project,
and I think that all of us knew that sgitators, pro-Axis enthusiasis,
and others of that brand were to be taken there in time. 1In fact, it
is ulready known that seven have already been taken away from Poston.
Tt was never believed, however, that this would be oa a very large
semle or that it would coms without waraiag; but thet is exactly what
happened on Tuegsday afteracon when the ¥BI moved in snd the wilitary
took eonmtrol from 3 o'clock until 6 o'clock.

Monday afternoon, Bennett and Thompscn and Landward, whose
office is aiding the Army in bringiag about the registration and en-
listment together with Willismson the head of the Intermal Security
Department, sad Terry the Project Attoraey had a conference in which
they decided thet inasmuch as it was ia their power to rewove the
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agitators, and since sgitation was rampant, they would do so. Accord-
ingly, they took the list of names of subversive leaders which had
come into their hands, and the five of them went to Phoenix to confer
with the United States Attorney-General and with the FBI to obtain a
legal opinion as to whether there was sufficient case against the in-
dividuals named. The United States Attorney and the FBI gave this
round-up their stamp of approval, and it was agreed that in coopera-
tion with the Army, apprehension of subversive leaders would begin

e 3 o'clock on Tuesday afternoon. The FBI officers in six cars met

at 2 o'clock Tuesday afternoon at the MP barracks outside of Canal
Camp. By 3 o'clock guards armed with tommy-guns had been placed
around the entrance in the fences of both camps, jeeps were patrolling
the road, and all inter-camp travel was froszen. All of those who were
on the road between the two camps were obliged to remain their and no
one, either Japsnese or Caucasion, was allowed to leave the camps'
innermost boundaries. The plan was to clear Canal of subversive lead-
ers first, and from Canal ten individuals were taken. The six FBI
ears moved quickly. They had the addresses and places of business of
those who were suspects, and they attempted to strike each at the

same time. Each FBI car had in it the FBI agent, a military driver,

a VRA employee, and an armed guard. They called first at the houses
of those who were to be arrested. The FBI agent, having a warrant

for the arrest of the individual concerned, would force his way in,
backed up with a soldier with a tommy-gun. People were prevented
from entering or leaving the house. The Issei were given five minutes
in which to change their c¢lothes and say goodbye to their femilies,
and then were taken to a point between the two cemps where they were
herded into trucks. The Kibei were given time to pack a bag of warm
clothing and time to say goodbye to their families. They were then
brought to the junection between the two camps in placed in another
truck. The Canal round-up was completed in about twenty minutes. Nine
Issei were taken and one Kibei. The Issei were, as nearly as I can
tell, as follows: Hirokani, who figured so prominantly in the Tada
beating; Teni, the apparent head of the Kenkyu-kai and agent for the
Rocky Nippon newspaper who had emerged as a leader at the time of the
Tada beating; Fujimoto, the Issei advisor to the Kibei Club end head
of the Sumo Clubj; Okamoto and Ketagawa, Judo leadersj one woman by
the name of Mrs. Matsuda who had been most active at the time of the
hearing of Hirokani in that she supported actively the justification
for Tada's assault; and three others who are not known to me. The
one Kibei who was taken was a man nsmed Akimoto, who is president of
the Kibei Club. A number of the administrative staff were opposed to
Akimoto's being taken because of the fact that he has been a conser-
vative Kibei leader and has done much to keep the Kibei more or less
favorably disposed toward the administration. He was taken because
he had answered questions 27 and 28 "no" and "no", and it was believed
that he had been one of those who had agitated for others to follow
his example. The case against him was not clear, but he was taken any

way.

In Butte, six Issei were taken. They were: Dyo, leader of the
Kyowa=kaij Ototaro Yamamoto, whom I have mentioned so frequently as a
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leader of the Isseij his lieutenant, Andoj and three others who were
rather out-spoken in their pro-Axis expressions. Twelve Kibei were
taken from Butte and, of course, the first one nabbed was George
Yamashiro (Poor George, and all my source of information gone); Yama-
shire's lieutenant, Victor Inouye, the president of the Sumo Clubjand
vice-president of the Kibei Club, Fukumote; and nine Kibei officers.
The round-up in Butte took place just as quickly as the round-up in
Canale The six cars circled the camp and picked up the individuals
concerned in no time at all. Yamashiro and his cohorts were errested
in the Kibei clubroom. Of course in both camps, news of the rownd-up
spread quickly and several individuals who knew that they would be
taken or feared that they would hid. About fifty people have remained
in hiding for the last two days. Several people were hidden by their
friends and have not, as yet, been apprehended. Two more were taken
from Butte on Wednesday. On Tuesday, several people barricaded theme
selves in their apartments and refused to come out. A gun jammed
through the window-pane quickly broke the resistence. No one was
allowed in or out of houses concerned while the arrests were taking
place.

All of the Issei, fifteen of them, are to be interned in the
Lordsburg Intermment Camp in New Mexico. The thirteen Kibei are to
be sent to Moab. The Issei were placed on the train Tuesday nightj
the Kibei were taken in a trueck driven by Mr. Fredericks, associate
Chief of Internal Security here who is now being permanently trans-
ferred to Moab. Moab Center is known as a segregation or isolation
center. It is run by the WRA under slightly different rules than
control the usual relocation centers. No resettlement is to be al-
lowed for these Kibei, and it seems likely that they will be dis-
franchised and deported after the war.

Now that this policy has been determined upon, there seems no
doudbt that others who attempt to emerge as subversive leaders may
find themselves in a similar position. Since Tuesday afternoon, re-
markably enough, several Kibei have come inte the Projeet Dirsctor's
office and asked to be transferred to lMoab, and so the process of
segregation is beginning with marked effects in the community. The
first effect of this mass arrest in both camps was that of stunned
surprise. The residents, including myself, could scarcely believe
that this was actually happening. Of course, there has been talk of
it from time to time, but it seemed very doubtful that it would ac-
tually ever occur. Everyone found his security threatened, ead
there have been no further demonstratioms against Army volunteer en-
listment. On Tuesday afternoon from 3 o'clock to 6 o'clock, little
knots of people began to cluster around houses and street corners,
and it looked as though a situation analogous to that which we wit-
nessed at Poston was about to begin, but the feeling died down and
the community settled down to peace and quiet.

Many of the Caucasion sdministrators are convinced that the
right thing was done and that trouble can now be alleviated. It is
significant to note, however, that the percentage of those answering
"no" to questions 27 and 28 has risen from 75 per cent to almost 85
per cent today. A feeling that these individuals who were appre-
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hended are martyrs is already rife. GSome of the more clear-headed
administrators are beginaing to wonder if, perhaps, this was a wise
move. To be sure, agitators and certain leaders were removed from
the community, but it begins to seem very doubtful, however, that
the real core of subversive leadership has been removed. Ouly the
more out-spoken ones have been taken away. Thers are those who, in
my opinion, remsined behind who provided all along the brains for
such subversive manifestations and declarations. As long as these
men remain untouched, it appears to me that community sentiment will
remein unchanged. It ie my own opinion that among those taken, the
only ones who epproximsted any kind of leadership at all were Dyo,
Tani, Yemashire, and Akimoto. It further appears to have been a very
great mistake to have apprehended Akimoto. He kept the Canal Kibed
siding with the administretion end steering away from the Kenkyu-kai.
Now, as he is gone, it seems that the Gila Young People in Canal will
swing over to the Kenkyu-kai, lending to that organization greater
strength than they have had before. It seeme that the effect of such
segregation, without appreheading the true leadership, serves to give
these strong Iesei organizations the quality of being more firmly
established Seeret Societies. Other front men will be found to sup-
plent those who have gone, and actually, the community sentiments
are, if anything, more pro-Japsnese than before Tuesday. I was of
the opinion that this sense of making the arrested men martyrs might
precipitate a general strike. There has not been this effect, how-
ever, and it now appears as though this feeling will egain die down,
or aftar some deliberation, some demonstration may take place.

We have been wondering what the effect of this will be on the
resettlement program. The fact that people centinue to answer these
so important questions negatively may when publicized jeopardize the
chances of Nisei for employment in defense industries, leaving only
domestie and farm work open to a limited few. Public opinion, too,
can be turned stronger against resettlement. I understand that
Dillon Myer is definitely in disfaver with Congress and that his own
brain children, draft for the Nisei and the resettlement program,
are seriously threatensd by the Congressionmal investigation. It may
be that a change in WRA persemnel will see the whole pattern of the
relocation centers changed. Myer is very worried according to reports,
and there is the threat of Army control over the relocation center be-
ginning July lst, with the WRA relegated to a position comparable to
that of the WCCA. There seems little doubt that the requests for
elearance which are now pending for so meny will be delayed. It is
my own frank opinion that the situation is beginning to appear as
eritical as I thought it might be in my first letter regarding Army
enlistment to you. One good effect this all has had so far as we are
concerned is that the attention of the administration is being re-
moved from us.

This, generally, is the report on the situation and I will
keep you informed from time to time. No matter what happens, it seems
that the draft for the loyal Nisei will still be coming through.




Charlie asked me to write one or two lines regerding his own

~ #ituation. He does not know whether to leave the family now and en-
list in the Army before the draft gets him, or whether he should try
to get into a defense industry of some kind. In accordance with the
latter plan, he has written to Louis Adamic, who promised Charlie
his support in getting him a defense job somevhere in the Middle
West. You are sufficiently well acquainted with the family situa-
tion to know what Charlie is up against. He wants to go out and to
teke Dmiko and Betty with him, but he does not what to go to Chicage
and ellow the two of them to get into a whirl-wind round of social
events with his other sisters there. He wants to know if you know
of anyone he could ask for e job either in the Middle West or on the
Bast comst. I told him that T thought you might, but that he ought
to ask you himself. He is pretty discouraged, and I repeat that it
might be well if you were to give him some encouragement about what
he can do about getting out. Of course, his clearance hasan't come
through as yet either.

Can you please send me some typewriter ribbons, Remington, if
you can get them. Thank you.

I shall be looking forward to hearing from you soon regarding
all these things that are teking place. Inecidentelly, if the situa-
tion dies down ms it promises to do, might I in early March come
home for about = week? There are so many things that I would like
to talk over with you, and I would like to write up a few of the
things that are hanging fire and whieh I have not had time to put down
on paper. Hemeuber me to everyone in Berkeley.

Yours,




