
October 17, 1945 

Mr. J. Y. Kurlhara 
706-C 
Tule Lake Center 
Newell, California 

Dear Mr, Kurlhara: 

I am deeply appreciative of the splendid 
cooperation you have given this Study. W© are 
using your valuable documents and comments ex-
tensively in a volume we are now preparing for 
publication. They have helped us clarify many of 
the complicated issues Involved in the Tule Lake 
situation and will, we hope, lead to a better 
understanding of the tragedy of evacuation and 
its aftermath. 

Throughout the manuscript, we have referred 
to you by a pseudonym (Mr. Oishi), It seems to 
me that it might be preferable to use your actual 
name. There is certainly nothing discredible to 
you in the honest and forthright views you have ex-
pressed, Will you let me know how you feel about 
this? 

Sincerely yours, 

Dorothy Swaine Thomas 
Director 

CONFIDENTIAL 



Newell, California 

Friday. October 19, 1945 

Dear Dr. Thomas: 

Thank you very much for using my documents and 

comments in your publication. Whatever I have said and 

written came truly from my heart. I do not fear its 

consequence. 

For justice I have fought, and for justice I will 

fight with facts as my weapon. Like a man I will stand 

on my words and shrink not in fear. Therefore please 

u s e  actual name without reservation. 

Respectfully yours, 

/s/ J. Y. Kurihara 

7.06-C T.L.C. 

Newell, California 



October 23, 1945 

Mr« J. Y. Kurlhara 
706-C 
Tule Lake Center 
Newell, California 

Dear Mr. Kurlhara: 

I am deeply appreciative of your letter of 
October 19* I agree with, and admire, the stand you 
have taken about the use of your documents and comments. 

There is one more thing that you could do for us, 
which would add immeasurably to our volume, and that is 
to write your own life history (not more than 50 pages 
if possible)« We should like to use this as an appendix, 
after cutting it down, If necessary, to comply with space 
limitations« 

This life history should give some picture of your 
background, including your childhood in Hawaii; your ed u-
cational, economic, religious and political history; yo ur 
early experiences on the mainland. It should include the 
ordinary "statistical 11 data (year of birth, place of birth, 
time of emigration, etc«). But the particular points of 
emphasis should, I believe, be the following« 

Your experiences in the last war; your identification 
with America at that time« 

The immediate impact upon you of the outbreak of war 
between Japan and An»rlea, including if possible a 
reconstruction of your activities and emotions on 
December 7, 1941« 

Your experiences immediately following the outbreak 
of the war, Including your early efforts to participate 
in the war effort for America, and the rebuffs you re-
ceived« 

The effect upon you of the announcement of the evacua-
tion of American citizens of Japanese ancestry; the 
steps in your gradual alienation from America and your 
identification with Japan« 

Your experiences in Manzanar and Leupp« 

Your decision to renounce American citizenship« 



m Mr. J. Y. Kurihara October  23,  1945. 

I do not want you to go to too much trouble for us; 
but I believe you realize how Important and significant a 
document of this sort will be. 

Sincerely yours, 

Dorothy Swalne Thomas 

P.S. 
We have funds for publishing, and It Is our practice to 

pay for contributions of this sort. We shall also, of cou rse, 
send you a copy of the volume as soon as It Is off the pre ss. 
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October 30, 1945 

Mr, J, Y* Kurihara 
706-C 
Tule Lake Center 
Newell, California 

Dear Mr» Kurihara: 

Thank you for your letter of October 26» It 
is certainly good news for us that you are willing 
to write your autobiography* It would be a con-
venience to us if we could have it shortly after 
the middle of November, say by November 20 at the 
latest* I will follow your advice and correct the 
manuscript for any grammatical errors* I am sure 
there will be few of them for your English is really 
excellent, and you have a fine style of writing. 

Sincerely yours. 

Dorothy Swalne Thomas 



Newell, California 
November 7, 1945 

Dr. Dorothy S. Thomas 
207 Giannini Hall 
Berkeley, California 

Dear Dr. Thomas! 

Enclosed herewith please find the first section 
of my Life History which I have promised. The remaining 
sections will follow soon. 

I wrote it in a great hurry "because I "believe I 
will "be amongst the first to "be deported on or around the 
fifteenth of this month. Therefore I was not a"ble to wri te 
i$ in proper chronological order. Hence the irregularit ies 
throughout the manuscript. 

I at first attempted to write it in the third person 
hut made a miserable failure "by confusing the pronouns. 
Won't you please change it to the third person, if it ought 
to "be so? 

My request to "be shipped out first was promised 
without a guarantee "by Ivan Williams, officer in charge 
of the Immigration and Naturalization Service. It is my 
sincere desire to get over there as soon as possible to 
help rebuild Japan politically and economically. The 
American Democracy with which I was infused in my childhood 
is still -unshaken. VSy life is dedicated to Japan with 
Democracy my goal. 
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Mewell, California 
November 10, 1945 

Dorothy S. Thomas, Director 
Evacuation and Resettlement Study 
207 Giannini Hall 
Berkeley, California 

Dear Dr. Thomas5 

Enclosed herewith is the second section of 
my Life history. I hope it will meet with your 
approval. To me the "1 1s" throughout the manu-
script stand out repulsively. 

Please extend my very best to Miss hankey. 
I am wondering why I have not heard from her. 
What an admirable, trustworthy lady she is. I 
really do value her friendship. 



November 14, 1945 

Mr. J, I, Kurlhara 
706-C 
Tule Lake Center 
Newell, California 

Dear Mr. Kurlhara; 

I have received two batches of your life 
history, and I am delighted with what you are doing. 
Don't worry about the use of the first person. I 
will edit the manuscript and cut it down very con-
siderably, but I am pleased that you are sending 
It in such detail. 

Miss Hankey will certainly appreciate your 
kind words. Her present address is: 1442 East 71st 
Place, Chicago 19, Illinois» 

Very sincerely yours, 

Dorothy Swaine Thomas 
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