2014 Blake 5t.
Berkeley, Californie
January 16, 1941

Mrs. D.5. Thomas

2710 Garber Street

Berkeley, California.

Dear Mrs. Thomas:

For your several letters of the past weck, may I empress thanks.

Your deep and sincere interest to see that arrangements may be made is
deeply appreciated. We will do our best to see that we will live up to
the termes of the agreement and see that you will not be disappointed in
my mother'e services. Of course we do want you to remember, however, that
she is not an old hand at this sort of thing and until she gets the real
"hang" of it you may have to give this point some consideration.

Of the various plans you kindly proposed, my mother feels that the
last one (2 hrs. daily) would be the most convenient and to her liking.
Since you also mentioned, I believe, that this plan would be preferable
to yourself , I trust that the arrangements can be made to come out to

the satiffaction of both parties concerned.

I'he schedule which you requested in the last letter is as follows:

2 hrs each day from 2:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. There is a possibility of my

mother obtaining an all day job one day every two weeks with another party.

If this should happen I wonder if arrangements can be made to spread one 2

hr. day work over the two week period so that she m8y go to this other job.
‘i’ktvt'.s

48 I said, this is still pending andAthh,ng definite about the matter. Of

course if this should inconvenience you we will see that the situestion be

remedied.

Trusting that we:will mutually have "smooth sailing",

Very Sincerely yours,
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Dear Mrs. Thomas:

Thank you very much for your interesting and informative letter,
By the way and strangely enough I sent you a souvenier "key"™ thermometer &£
few days prior to receiving your lettere Did you receive it yet? It's not
much but it may serve to cover up a spot on the wall or something.

Your emphasis on the newness of the evacuation problem to the
authorities in charge and the necessity of difficulties and rough riding
until things become more familiar to them and the kinks etc, taken out as
well as the honesty and social mindedness of those who are taking part
impressed me very much. Further, it made me realize more fully the problems
involved if I were to be confronted in executing such a task -- particularly
with the limited time availables, I'll do my best to convince my mother of
the necessity of many seemingly unnecessarily burdening regulations, orders
etcay The trouble is I have no direct contact with her at the moments I
am not allowed to write or receive letters in Jgpeneses I write home in
English and the lady downstairs who is a ni§#4C) translates them to her,
She also writes to me for my Mom, Consequently it's not as easy as when I
can get direct contact with her,

I am now in my training finally and will begin my third week tomorrow,
We are quite occupied and are constantly on the "go™ from 5:45 a,me till 6:30
Pems Or sos The remaining few hours in the evening are usually conserved in
cleaning our various equipment as well as ocurselves from the Arkansas dusts
I find difficulty in just getting out one letter a nights I usually write
home and Fresno every other night, I leave it to you as to why I write Fresno,

Our training has been intensive and hardly possible to describe fully,
We receive instructions in various ways. We see demonstrations, hear lectures,
s2e movies, and then actually practice them in various forms of drillss In
a way, it's like school, but more practical, We have been primarily econcerned

with the rifle; its parts and mxmxfxxiwrmyxxxximmz nomenclature, Barious positions

for firing, sighting and aiming, bayonet positions, and manipulations, and gas
attack drills including experience of actual gas in a gas chamber,

The training is much more strenuous than the special detail work we
/were previously doing. I don't mind it as much, however, for I feel that I'm
a soldier, Furthermore, I kind of like it for my progress has been good,
Perhaps it's due to my youth and body build, I'm much more agile than a
number of the rest of the company who are men'in their late twenties or thirties,
Further, a lot of them have rotund and awkward body builds., Fianlly, I never
saw so many thick skulled rookies and ignoramuses. I think the members of
the last company were much more intelligent and alert as a whole, I guess
what the professors used to tell us at school is true, Namely, "dumb as you
students are, you are the upper 10% of the intelligencia of the nation",

In my last letter to you, I wrote that there was no discremination with
thenisei heres It is true insofar as the basic training period is concerned,
It is not true from that period ons At least it doesn't seem so, Many of
the nisei of the last company are still in this camp though attached to
different headquarters, They are on special detail, truck driving, or some other

L=



similar detail, Sofe of them have come back to our company ares to visit
us from time to time and they are pretty disgusted. They tell me that the
colonel himself told thep that they will be doing what they are presently
doing for the duration and so advised them to start getting used to it.
They feel disgusted for they did well in their training and showed their
willingness in every way despite the situation back bome, What hurts them
most probably is the fact that they are not trusted and that the gov't has
no faith in them., They become more and more conscious of their racial line,

It's & strange situatioa, isn't it? The ndsel complains of not
being placed in combat uunits whereas there are innumerable white Americans
here who would give plenty to avoid combat duty or better still secure a
discharge as some nisei have had to accept,

Getting back to the record of the nisei I might mention that the
only expert rifleman of the last compemy was a nisel. He is now driving a
truck sround camp., Furthermore, the past record of this camp is held by a
nigsei who scored 198 pts out of a possible 200, So it goes.

I am locking forward to that report of President Sproul's. I
hope it will not be inconvenient for you.

I do not have an extra snap of the group snapshot in front of the
tent on hand, I can get a hold of the negative I believe and will send one
to you as soon as I can.

I have been informed from U.C., that I will receive my diploms
in May. I do not need to finigh my correspondence course. I believe the
text is with my other belongings W th you. I have been requested te return
it, I will write home to have one of my friends pick it up for me so will
you do me the favor of handing it to him (or her). I believe it merely has
to be turned in at the rental desk of the RBR. Htanks again for your letter,

Yukic



COPY

LETTER
Yukio Kawamoto May 17, 1942
Camp Robinson, U, S. Army

May 17, 1942

CAMP JOSEPH T. ROBINSON, ARKANSAS

Dear Dre. Thomas:

Thenk you very much for the interesting letters and plans of President
Sproule They are highly encouraging although just how far they will materialize
Iim rather dubious. Nevertheless, as I've already mentioned they are encougag-
inge. Needless to say, much whole hearted efforts are deeply appreciated by we
nisei. Actions like this and people like you gives us the added hope and faith
which I hope will carry us through.

I wrote mother of the nature of your trip to New York and your inability to
see her off. I'm sure she understands. She knows ycur kindness is not super-
ficial and deeply appreciates ite. She wrote me to thank you for all you've
donee. Did I? Or haven't I gotten around to it? If not, I do so officially
right now. Thank you very much Mrs. Thomas on behalf or my folks and myself tooe.

According to the lettiers I've been receiving, lige at Tanforan isn't

exactly a "bed of roses". The people are making the best of the situation

with good spirits however, and looking forward to the improvement of facilities
which seem to be taking place daily. Although she didn't mention it I would
guess that Mom is having her greatest difficulty in the food and the rest rooms.
She didn't eat too much at home anyway but she ate next to nothing before

public gatherings. Besides, she only eats certain oriental dishes with any
resemblance of an appetite.

As fer the rest rooms, she certainly must be constipated now for she wasn't
very regular in her habits even at home. I remember well how she'd prefer to
go constipated for a few days rather than use outho@ises on camping trips, etc.

I guess in a matter of time she'll become accustomed to this new camp life,
but it is rather trying until that time I'd guess. I found it so in the Army.
Adjusting oneself from civilian to military routine isn't easy at the beginning
either. In fact I'm not sure that Itm fully adjusted even nowe

As for myself, I'll be on my sixth week of training this week. It won't
be long now and in a way I'm glad for we're been getting a lot of kikes with
full field equipment lately including on night operations' hike in a pouring
raine Furthermore, I'll know more definitely what branch of the service I'll
be assigneds It may also mean that I'll be eligible for a furlough after that
date.

Hoping to hear the latest official "dope" of matters of interest to me and
of personal news to yourself.

Sincersly,
(signed) Yukio Kawamoto

Enclosed: Snap you requested.




COPY

POST CARD
Yukio Kawamoto May 21, 1942
Camp Robinson, U. S. Army

May 21, 1942
Dear Mrse. Thomas:

Just a card to inform you that I received a word off"advice"™ from my
mom concerning your contemplated visite.

She has written that visitors are not allowed on the grounds. The
only means of contact is a few words at the gates of the campe It certainly
strikes grim, doesn't it? Concentration camp?

I might also inform you that my training here may be completed sooner
than the full 8 weeks. A group of men are going to leave this Sat. (5/23).
Another on the lst of June. Myself? I don't know yet.

Sincerely,

(signed) Yukio




May 23,1942

Dear TYukfo,

I was glad to get your letter, and thanks for the snapshot.
Was your girl friend evacuated from Fresno? Mg assistant
was down at the Fpesno evacuation, and said the whole setup
there is the best she has seen anywhere.

I went to Tanforan on Thursday to see Shibutani and Hajima.
I did not try to get inside, as I didn't want to raise too many
questions. Visitors can, however, go out om the balcony and
get a birds eye view. It was a terridbly windy day, and the
dust was terrific. One's face was black in a few minutes, and
- 1 ackhally got an eye infection due to dust under the 1id. I
certainly pitied the peor people who had their laundry hanging
on the lines! Reports from the students confirm the impressiam
you got from your parents. The food was lousy in the beginning
but is improving. They fed the Issei sauerkraut the first
week and are Jjust now getting a sufficient supply of rice.
I happen to be German descent( fourth generation, so I guess I
am safel) yet I have never been able to eat sauerkraute I can
imackne what a shock it must be to people used to oriental or
even ordinary American food. Also the lack of privaey and
the primitive toilet arrangements were unquestionably di sturbing.
Things will naturally be much, much better in the Relocation
Centers( You understand that the Assembly Centers are temporary)
but the beginnings there will be hard, too.

So far there seem to be no great difficulties about vieting

grovidod one does not want to get inside the general setup.

0 willyou please send me your mother's exact address, as it
is necessary to write in advance if one wishes to be sure to
find the people! visiting is limited to onme hour, and Xfxtks out
of this hour is taken the time to locate the person. Also, they
seéem to have no alphabetical register, so it is almost impossidle
to see anyone unless the exact address is known and unless the
person has been informed of the intention to visit. Please tell
me what your mother would like me to bring her. Is there
any sort of food she particularly likes that I could take in
a carton, e.ge. from a Chinese restaurant? I will appreciate
your advice, for I should like to take her some small present,
and 1t would be nicer if it were something she was really longing
for. I hope to heaven they dont tighten up on restrictions
before I have a chance to see her. Now that I have beem there
once and know the ropés, I hope to get up relatively frequently

to see some of my students who are, naturally feeling pretty
isolated. I think the intellectual Nisei are taking it hardest,
which is easy to understand.

I enclose a statement which may intere:t you. I am on
that Committee. Also, I got some money for my research.
Best wishes. Sincerely yours,




LETTER

Yukio Kawamoto May 27, 1942
Camp Kobinson, U. S. Army

May 27, 1942

Ccamp Joseph T. Robinson, Arkansas

Dear lMrs. Thomas:

Received your air mail letter concerning a contemplated visit to my
parents. I want to answer you immediately but unfortunately I was on guard
duty and I could not be releived for 24 hrs. Here I am back now and
attempting to make that reply.

I can easily give you the answer to the lst. questions Her address is:
Barrack 8, Apt. 47 (it's in the horse stall section I understand).

As for the second question, however, it will take some time for + would
have to contact my mom first for an answer. I do believe, however, that she
might not request anything (oriental modesty, politeness). I do believe that
she would appreciate almost eny oriental dish, however, and no doubt you
could not go wronge I might suggest that she likes egg omelet (Fuyo-ha),
greens (vegetable dish), bean curd (tofu), etec. . As for occidental foods,

I'm not sure but I know definitely that she has a marked weakness for olivese

Whether you will be successful in your visit or not, I'm not sure.. I
will be deeply grateful for all you are doing nevertheless. I'm sure Mon too
will be very happy to see you againe If your gift scheme works out, she'll
probably be overwhelmed.

Keeping my fingers crossed,
Sincerely,
Yukio

P.S. Thank you for the bulletine Glad to hear your financial trip was
successful, you deserve it.




Jume 6,1942

Dear Tukbo,

I saw your mother and father and "Marie?" on Tuesday, and we
had &« real family reunion. Your mother has kept her =ense of
humor, and I thought, om the whole, all of them looked pretty
well and were keeping cheerful under difficult circumstances.

Fertunately, your mother did write to me and tohi me what
she wanted. So I didn't have to ¢ rry an omelet with me
( which, to tell the truth, I was getting cold feet aboutl)
but took some egge, which apparently they miss more than
angthing, some candy and some cookies, all of which whe had
asked for, and , remembering your hint, I added some olives.

1 hope transfer to R_locstion Cenmters will not be postponed
too longe. Little can be done at the Assembly Centers. Most
people just sit around, and that doesn't lead %to a very healthful
state of mind. In the Relocation Centers, they will feel thot
they are really getting somewhere in building up & community
which will be their home for the duratiol. Furthermore, the
Relocs tion Authority is $rying very hakd to get good administrators .

I am setting up a study and research group in gociology at
Tule Lake, and the army is moving four of my Nisei assistants
up there immediately. They are Tom Shidbutani, James Sakoda,
Fronk Miyamoto( from Seattle) and Haruo Najima.

I have to go to Tanforen on business almost every weok, and
so will see your parents soom ageim, I hope.

Last night Dr. and Mps. Yanaga came to our house to dinner.
He is working for the govefnment and therefore is not subject
to evacuation, curfew, etc. Howerer, the whole group is being
iransferred to Demver or Boulder Colorado next wesk. Dr. Yanaga
sent you his greetings.

Let me hear from you.

Sincerely,
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September 12, 1942
Dear Mrs. Thomas:

Just a son pinch-hitting for his Mom to say thanks a lot for
everything and a parting goadbye. Although she has been taking
English lessons while at the center (getting a certificate of com-
pletion of some nature, too) it apparently isn't sufficient for this
purpose. I, frankly, doubt if she'll ever master 1t but I must give
her credit for trying.

An explanation of why this an revoir message (is that right? I
never took French) 1s being made is hardly necessary to you I sup-
pose but it 1s because of the approaching date for relocatlion of the
occupants of Tanforan. Naturally this exodus from famillar suw
roundings and climate to one of strangeness makes one reminisce.
Being in this frame of mind, I guess she wanted to say goodbye and
thanks to all those who were nice to her while here. She seemed
particularly grateful for the lroner you gave her, too.

I presume you are busily doling one research project or another
despite the wartime inconvenlences, etc. that you are enduring out

on the coast. What is the latest authoritative view these days?

I'd 1like to hear about them if you would spare the time., Other-

wise let it go and I'll still understand.

I am still going through the regular dally routine at the Finance
Office. I must admit that I am gettlng a bit bored and a change of
scenery wouldn't hurt me a bit, I'm sure,

Another point I might mention is that we had an interview not
so long ago by a military intellligence officer., It was an interview
for prospective students for the nest M. I, School class (study

Japanese). Just how theyare going to select them I'm sure I don't

xnow. Ope thing I am sure, however, and that is that I don't care to




Page 2,
Kawamoto
0-12-42

go personally. So I'm hoping that I wont be chosen but I'm afraid

it%11l be just my luck that I will,

Other than that there has been very little change. The weather
did change for the cooler for a while (it rained about a week) but
today as well as the few days preceding have been warm and sultry
again.

I understand California 1s supposed to be rated highly for the
coming gridiron season. Certainly wish I could be there to s ee some
of the games. Somewhere among my belongings 1is a piece of the
Stanford goal post obtained last year at the "Big Game™".

I thank you again in behalf of my parents and myself.

Very sincerely,

(Signed) Y. Kawamoto




Cetover 28,1942
Dear Yukio,

I am ashamed that so much time has passed since I wrote
to you. I am waiting eagerly to hear what you are doing in
Minnesota$ My guess is that you are teaching Japanese.
Right?

A
N\

I have been in Minnesota several times and thought it
was a beauntiful state. It is very much like Sweden, and it
is no coincidence that the Swedish immigrakss settled there in
such large numbers,

I was sorry not to see your mather before she left
Tanforane I shall certainly write to her. [Furthermore, 1
actually expect to visiti Utah, probably some time in December.
It will be fine to see her again.

The last days at Tanforan were hectiec, for me as well
as for the evacuees. I kept my small student group togebher,
but with some difficulties, which you can imagine, or about
which you might even have heard. ‘Now they too are scattering.
You know Fred Hoshiyama, I believe. He has got a $1000
scholarship to go to S ringfield Massachusetts. We are all-
delighted at his good fortune. Kenny Murase is in Peansyle
vania, and rumor has it that he ¥s contemplating marriage, but
he won't say to whomi Shidbutani and Sakoda are still at
Tule Lake and are turaning out reams of manuseript. I have
been up to Tule Lake four or five times, and always get such
8 swell reception from the WRA people that i% is very cheering
to be carrying on a study with this fine ecooperation. M.
nrnst(ProJoct Director of Topaz) has written a cordial invie
tation for me to do something therey and I hope I can manage
it. I also have a set-up at Gila, with Charlie Kikuchi and
Tally Tusa working hard for me. Do you know them?

S0 much for the present. The Campanile strikes
six, and I have to rush to get a street car. Incidentally,
I cannot even get anyone to clean the house once a wehk, and
with my natural ordérliness(}) you can imagine how we are
getting along. But after all, that is a very small ‘headache
indeed in a world where things are going so badly im a big
waye s

Hope to hear from you soon. My best to your parents.
My husband sends regurds. *

Sincerely yours,













Novernber 4, 1942
Dear lMrs. Thomas:

T received your letter recently and enjoyed reading it very much
as I always do. I thank you.

Frankly speaking, I did "miss" your Zetters during that silence-
period you mentioned. At the same time I realized you were deluged with
important business so I passed it off at that. And then at other times
% beéan to wonder if my non-cooperative answer to one of your requests
had anything to do with it. I would then "rawl" myself out and say to
myself, "I'1ll not never forgive you (me)". Then again I would say Dr.
Thomas is far too large a person to let such matters interfere, she must
be just too blamed busy.

At any rate, whatever I may have thought or whatever may have
been the reason, I certainly feel relieved now.

Your curlosity in my doings up here in Minnesota is only natural
I suppose but at the same time I'm afraid you've asked me to write upon
something very ticklish. You see ther're kind of "fussy" about the
things you wrilte about certain matters around here. Since you made &
guess, however, I believe I'll be able to answer it somewhat without com-
mitting "sin". Your guess is correct insofar as the subject itself is

concerned. You were grossly in error, however, as to who was doing the

"doing". You see I'm on the receiving end of the matter at the moment
and probably will be so fer several more months. After that maybe I'll
be doing the doing for a while or it may mean a little "boat ride".
When we first arrived here, we were a sorry lot. The twenty or
so of us who were transferred from Crowder to here found ourselves at a
loss for when we arrived here no one seemed to have known of our coming.

Furthermore, being sent up here under & clerk-typist rating I gigured I

would get some clerical job in some office. I seon learned this was not
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to be so. They already had more non-com clerks than they knew what to
do with so they indiscriminately threw up (9 from the finance office)
with the others (unskilled) and we found ourselves in the overhead daing
odd detalls around camp. Details is just another army term for doing
menial work of one nature or another. Anyway, my first week was spent
here raking leaves, hauling coal, painting, doing K.P. (every 2nd or 3rd
day), pulling out weeds, etc. Toward the end of the week about forty
mermbers of the overhead were called in for interviews. I presume you
understand what sort of interviews they were. Anyway eight of us were

selected to be placed 1n . That's where I am at present.

Though our "grind" is a tough one and the hours are long, I've
been getting along quite well so far for thus far most of this work has
been more of a review and brushing up. I can see, however, that 1'11"be
cramming not too long from now. The pace that's set here is torrid.

Mom and dad seem to be getting along fairly well in their "new
home™ but also seem to be having difficulties in adjustment. The weather
seems to be bad and the incomplete facilities on thelr arrival there
seemed to have cuased much insonvenience. At any rate, both came down
with minor illness. Dad but slightly and mom slightly more. Dad's
resulting more or less from nursing mom and mom's resulting from an ac=-
cumulation of some of the above mentioned reasons (psychologicadl too, I

suppose). She is now well on her way to recovery. Since her missing me

seems to have'something to do wib her troubles, I'm sure she would be

delighted to see you when you make that visit to Utah. I certainly hope
you do.

A1l of the fellows you mentioned I know one way or another. I'm
sure they have been doing thelr jobs sincerely and untiréngly. At the
same time, can you blame them? Anyone would with such a swell boss (if
I may be permitted to use the term). Please extend my best wishes to

them and of course my best to you and the continued success in your
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project. I certainly envy those lucky fellows going to these various

eastern schools,

I'm sorry to hear of your difficulty in obtaining services for
maintaining the home. It is understandable, however, with the shortage
of manpower everywhere and 1n everything (particularly so on the coast
I suppose). I can imagine too the "orderly" status of your home at
present. Yes, mom whispered it to me. She did say it good naturedly,
however, and 1t certainly didn't make her lose any respect for you.
Nelther with me.

I don't know if I mentioned before but I'll say it again. The
people up here are swell. The women are beautiful too.

Best regards to the Dr.

Sincerely,

(s) Yukio










'"HE WHO HAS NOT BEEN AT ARAGON KNOWS NOT WHAT A PARADISE IT IS!'’

ARAGON BALLROOM, LAWRENCE NEAR BROADWAY, CHICAGO
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December 28,1942
Dear Yukio

It was s0 good to hear from youe-and twice at that |
I am simply delighted with the beattiful doilies your mother
mzde form me. She is certainly talented,. I appreciate
too the lovely thought that prompted the work.

And thank you for your New Years! greetings. It hog-
certainly been a year of turmoil and gtief, but we are holde
ing fast to faith in the future.

If you did not receive a box of ecandy from me, mailed
on December 12, will you please let me know, as I will check
with the store and be sure you gect it, even if not in time
for holdday eelebration.

My husband and I visited two relocation centers in
Arizona recently--Poston and Gi{la. Gila is by all odds
the most attractive center I have seen, and Poston is the
worest dump. ork at Gila is going along spdendidly:
and the Study itsddf is progressing in spite of oceasional
set-backs. Ve are going to Tule Lake gain just after
Now Years. As you probably kmow, travel is no Joke =t

11 these days, We waited in a small Arizona station
f8om 7;30 in the evening, when the train was due, till
5330 in the morning when.it finally arrived. Ve
managed to clean up on quite a lot of detective stories
in the interval.

I heard from your friead Barry Saiki in Zrkansas.
He 49 awfully bnsy‘ but has promised to write a short
report for me. elieve 4t or not, I am getting in
material at the rate of 250-300 typed pages a week. It
Just keeps me busy reading the reports. yathesis and
analysis will certainly be major Jobs. But this is .
great project, and I hope and believe that what we have to
publ sh when the war is finally over will be ef some
importance in the reconstruction period.

My best to you, and WI sends kindest regards.

Sincerely yours,
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January 19, 1943

Private Yuklo Kawamoto
Headgquarters and Student Detachment
Camp Savage, Minnesota

Dear Yukio:

I have Just returned from a trip to Tule Lake.
Before golng up there, that 1s about ten days ago, I
checked up on your Christmas gift, and the candy store
gave me thelr word that they would send another box out
to you immediately. If you have not received it by this
time, will you please inform me and I will put some more
pressure on them, I hope that you enjoy the candy even
more because of this long period of anticipation, but I
am sorry that things have gotten so mixed up.

Tell your Mother that she would be surprised to
see what a good housekeeper I have become. Having faced
the situation that I can get no domestiec help, I find
that I am going back to childhood habits which were
evidently better than I knew, The house is much more
orderly than she ever saw it when she was kind enough
to help me out.

With cordial regards,

Sincerely yours,

Dorothy Swaine Thomas
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THE visitor to Minneapolis comes to a thorough-
ly modern city, yet a city that has everything in
the way of natural beauty and scenic setting
Stretching away for miles on each side of the Mis-
sissippi ﬁ:\'cr Corge, the city is surrounded
with scenic boulevards which lead to and from its
hundreds of parks and the eleven large lakes
where sailing, swimming, bicycling, riding, band
music, light opera, canoeing, golf and tennis are
some of the diversions offered to visitors
Restful ease is assured in the deluxe Minneapolis
hotels where rates are popular with all travelers.
From your hotel it is but a short distance to
such interesting sights as the Milling District
at St. Anthony Falls, Lake Minnetonka with
110 miles of shoreline, Victory Memorial
Drive, Minneapolis Auditorium, Minnehaha
Falls, University of Minnesota with 550-acre
campus, the Smart Shopping Center, the Fi-
nancial District and the Walker Art Galleries
and Minneapolis Institute of Arts. The
Minneapolis Symphony orchestra is another
attraction which offérs cultural enjoyment to
Minneapolis’ guests
Call the Gateway Information Bureau of the
Minneapolis Civic & Commerce Association
for further information.
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THE visitor to Minneapolis comes to a thorough-
ly modern city, vet a city that has everything in
the way of natural beauty and scenic setting.
Stretching away for miles on each side of the Mis-
sissippi iver Gorge, the cicy is surrounded
with scenic boulevards which lead to and from its
hundreds of parks and the eleven large lakes
where sailing, swimming, bicycling, riding, band
music, light opera, canoeing, golf and tennis are
some of the diversions offered to visitors
Restful ease is assured in the deluxe Minneapolis
hotels where rates are popular with all travelers.
From your hotel it is but a short distance to
such interesting sights as the Milling District
at St. Anthony Falls, Lake Minnetonka with
110 miles of shoreline, Victory Memorial
Drive, Minneapolis' Auditorium, Minnehaha
Falls, University of Minnesota with 550-acre
campus, the Smart Shopping Center, the Fi-
nancial District and the Walker Art Galleries
and Minneapolis Institute of Arts. The
Minneapolis Symphony orchestra is another
attraction which offérs cultural enjoyment to
Minneapolis” guests.
Call the Gateway Information Bureau of the
Minneapolis Civic & Commerce Association
for further information
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Corporal Yukio Kawamoto
Headquarters and Student Detachment
Camp Savage, Minnesota

Dear Yukio:

Your letter was forwarded to me in Chicago, I
just got back yesterday after taking a trip to Phoenix
and seeilng some of the people from Glle and Poston, Ve
have set up an office én Chicago, and Frank Miyamoto, Tom
Shibutani and Charlie Kikuchi are studying the progress
of the resettlement,

I am indeed delighted to lmow that you are coming
to Berkeley, and I hope that you can stay wlth us while
you are here, Let me know when ypu are coming,

Give my very best regards 1o your mother and
father.

Sincerely,

Dorothy |8, Thomas
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August 26, 1943

Dear Yukio:

I was indeed delighted to get your letter of

August 3, and apologize for not answering sooner.
I hope that you will be able to come to Berkeley,
and repeat my invitation, that {ou stay with us when

ou do, Your letter was very interesting indeed.

feel that your attitude about the treatment of the
Nisel as a group instead of as individuals is quite
understandable, It is very gratifying that in view
of all the difficulties you are facing you still
have faith in democracy. You're right that there
are a lot of people pulling for you, and I hope that
you won't worry too much about the extreme statements
that are being made now in the press, I feel that
there will be a big reaction in favor of Nisel after
the war,

Give my best regards to your mother and tell
her that the bamboo tree is flourishing.

Very sincerely yours,

Dorothy Swaine Thomas
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October 8, 1943

Mrs, Hana Kawamoto

5-T<A

Central Uteh Relocation Project
Topaz, Utah

Dear Mrs. Kawamoto:

It was a great pleasure to see Yukio, and we
sure enjoyed our evenlng with him, He has developed
wonderfully, and I lmow how proud you and Mr, Kawamoto
must be of him, We had hoped to see him again, but
I suppose he is by now on his way to foreign parts,

We hope he'll get a furlough and come back this way
again before too long.

I am dellighted to hear that gou are makin

such good progress with your Englis Some day % hope
you will write me a letter, and give me real evidence
of what you can do. I only know about ten Japanese
words now, 80 I don't think I can return the courtesy
and write you in yowr language.

Give my very best regards to lMr. Kawamoto, and
my husband joins me in all good wishes to both of you.

Sincerely yours,

Dorothy Swaine Thomas

DST smw




October 8, 1043

Dear Yukio:

We certeinly appreclate your kind letter. It
swas & great pleasure for us to see you, and we had
hoped that you miﬁht be able to get over again, I
assume that by thls time you have left the Bay
area, If not, do come over again, or at least
telephone us, Ve would love to have you for dinner
eny time you are free.

I read your letter in the Chrenicle, and
thought it was a very fine expression,

I had a nice letter from your mother and
have written her,

Do let me hear from you as soon as possible.

Sincerely yours,

Dorothy Swaine Thoumas

Sgt. Y. Kawamoto
#390900824
A,P.O, 4162 D-4
c/o Postmaster
San Francisco, Calif.
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February 2, 1944

Dear Yuklo:

I was indeed delighted to get your long letter. Your
morale certainly seems to be good. I realize there isn't
much you can write to us about what you are actually doing.

You may have heard that the draft for the Nisel is
reinstated, although, as far as I can see, they have not
actually begun the reclassification. From the postwar stand-
point I think this is an important move, although there is
no question about the hardships that will result temporarily.
I think it will particularly slow up relocation since so many
of the Issel are dependent on their young Nisel sons, One
minor hardship is going to be in relation to our study, for
I am afrald I will not be too successful in getting occupa-
tional deferments for my Nisel workers.

There are all sort of rumors and newspaper reports about
a big change in the administration of the WRA, It 1s sald

that it will cease to exist as an independent ageney and will
be incorporated in the Department of the Interior. The main
reason for this 1s the inefficlent way in which they have
handled public relations, and it 1s thought that Ickes can
buek the public much better than Dillon Myer. I don't think
this change will make much difference to the evacuees, but

we are following it with great interest.

I am getting together a box of items for you, but am
greatly disappointed at the limitatlon on the size of the
things I can send, The first box will contain some candy
and a vest-pocket magnifying glass and a small leather note-
book., The magnifying glass is a gift from W,I,, and the
other things are from me, Will you please write me another
request for & package, since apparently I have to show a
letter everytime I send anything. I had expected to send a
larger box, so yesterday evening we sat and ate up the
excess of the candy that you otherwise would have got.
Please let me know whether the sort of candy I have sent
can stand the heat, or whether it arrives in an inedible
state.

Do write again soon. We love to get your letters.

Sincerely yours,

Dorothy Swaine Thomas
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May 26, 1944

Sgt., Yukio Kawamoto, #39090824
Div. Hq., Co. APO 37

C/o Postmaster

San Prancisco, California

Dear Yukio:

I have certainly been very negligent both about
anawering your letter and in getting the subscription
to the Daily Californian. The subscription goes in
this afternoon, so you should certalnly begin to re-
celve it before too long. I quite understand that
you don't like mystery stories, although both Mrs.
Wilson and I are completely addicted to them, W.I,
just turns up his nose at them, If there is anything
else I can send you, be sure to let me know,

Things are very hectic here, Nobody has been
drafted yet but they are all vulnerable. Harue Na jima
1s now in the Army and will soon be at Camp Savage,
so he'll probably be following in your footsteps.

I am having a staff conference in Salt Lake
City in June and am going to Topaz just for a day and
a night., I wrote your mother and certainly hope to
have a chance to see her, I will take her a small
present from you, using the two dollar check you sent
me ,

Do let me hear from you soon again,

Sincerely yours,

Dorothy Swaine Thomas




Print the compiete addrers ln plain back lethen s “ie panel belnw, and your return addrass in e
provided  Use fypeweiter, durk inh, ac penell  Weite plainly.  Very small weiting s set snitable.

fom ®ST09084

S Kio Kawa
Ctrsored - Pr. DS, Thomas /531 \‘:L.-r
L& 2yt 2710 Garber

My "/

Bcrkc\-.:” Califomia




June 18, 1944
Dear Tukio,

This morning I received your V-Mail letter dated June 10.
That certainly is speedy, and I have been doing a lot of speculating
about your possible whereabouts.

I was amused to note that you have fallen for mystery stories.
I should report that even WI has recently taken a more tolerant
attitude, and, when I left him alone for a day im Salt Lake City,
I discovered he had spent the whole day reading some that I had
left xkx in the room. How the great have fallenf

“he purpose of thisg letter is to tell you of my visit to
Topaz. I hadd had a staff meeting in Salt Lake City, and Mr.
Peterson of WRA kindly drove me to Topaz for a day. I got a
really royal welcome from your parents and Mrs. M¥)yasaki, enjoyed
their wonderful hospitality for a couple of all too short hours,
and came away loaded down with beautiful gifts. Your moshhr is
really an artist in handicraft. She gave me, among other things,
a shell gardenia that is so exquisite that I feel it should be
photographed, and I shall try to have it done.

Your parents looked extraordinarily well. The transfor-
mation in your mother was particularly marked, I had had sad
memories of how she looked during those trying days before evacua-
tion and even at Tanforan. She seems relaxed and even papoy
now, And of-course your father was the same jolly, cheerful
fellow that he alweys must have been. Mrs. Miyasaki was her
usual peppy self, and I was chiormed with the youngsters.

We drank coffee and ate all sorts of delicacies. But mostly we
talked about Yukio, read some of his letters, and looked at pice
tures of him and his friends. Among the latter, I noticed a
remarkable number of beautiful girks. Which is the lucky one?
Also, I was very touched when Mrs. K said "Wukio say Mrs. Thomas
like mama to me", Apparently I am getting quite a family, without
any effort on my part.

The Salt Lake City meeting was a great success, although
I worked the boys and myself far too hard. I had a beamtiful
progrom planned, whereby evenings were to be given o.er to
relaxation including movies and sukiyaki. Instead of that, we
met morning afternoon and night every day for almost a week,
trying to come to grips with pur problems. We rarely bdbroke
up before midnight, and then we were all so over-stimulated that
‘noone could sleep. We all had terrific shadows under our eyes,
and lost weight. But we made great strides in regurd to the
study, so the s.erifice for sciencec seems worth while. I just
got back yesterday, and slepnt for fifteen hours straight.

Let me hear from you soon again, and out in anothep
request for a package if there is anything you want. : ,

Sincerely yours,
PS Isn't Tovaz an awful dump?
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December 26, 1944

Dear Yukio:

I was certalnly glad to get your letter, for your
mother had told me that you were sick, It is indeed good
news that you didn't have malaria,

Several days after your letter arrived, we received
a wonderful box of chocolates., Somehow this seemed to be
the reverse procedure - you should be getting something
from us. But we have enjoyed everyone of them,

Speaking of chocolates, I was amused and chagrined
at the fact that your mother had sent on a box that I took
to Topaz, It certainly shows the limitations of language.
You will remember that you sent me a check for $2.00, and I
thought 1t would be a nice gesture to take a box of choco-
lates to your mother from you, I also got one for myself,
Evidently when I said one from Yukio she thought I said
one for Yuklo. However foolish she might think I would be
for sending chocolates to the Pacifie, she would not dream
of telling me so. I certalnly hope they were not completely
melted before you got them,

I recelved a wonderful Christmas present from your
mother: & beautiful cecrocheted doily and some flowers that
show a real artistlc talent. I certainly appreclate her
kindness,

There 1s a great deal of execltement here now about
the 1lifting of the exelusion order, but the reports that I
get from the camps show, as we might expect, that the
enthusiasm there is mixed with a great deal of fear and
apprehension. The people are particularly worried for fear
WRA will foreibly close up the camps, Frankly, I don't think
anything of the sort will happen. I don't anticipate any
great number returning to the Coast at this time because of
the fact that so many of them have lost all their property,
and that even though jobs are plentiful, housing is scarce
and there is always uncertainty about the reaction of the
Californians, Nevertheleas, thls means that one of the im-
portant elements in our discrimination has been removed,

We had another Salt Lake City conference which was




Yukio - 2,

very successful. Uhfortunatelg, the time there was so limited
and full of th1n§a to do that was not able to take another
trip to Topaz. ' certainly hope to hear from you soon again,
We have had a very quiet Christmas and are now busy with the
many things that have to be done. W,I. joins me in thanks

for the Christmas present and every good wish for the new

year ©

Sincerely yours,




January 8, 1945

Dear Yukio:

Your mother tells me that she has written you
about the rescinding of the restrictions on return to
the Coast, As you may well understand, this is not
considered an unmixed blessing by the evacuees and there
is a lot of distress in the camps for fear people are
going to be pushed out. I hope that you will not worry
about this. The officlial announcement says that camps
will be closed in from six to twelve months, but in all
cases at least three months' notice will be given., Your
mother 1s worried about getting housing in Berkeley.

The situation is certainly very tight here, as I think
you know. A good many interested organizations and
individuals are beginning to mobilize their efforts to
see what can be done., The best possibility, if your
parents really want to return, would be for them to

get in with some nice famlly and do some domestlec work.

I don't know whether they would even consider such a
proposition., If they would, I would make every effort

to put them in touch with someone who had the right
attitude and where I felt they would be happy. I certain-
ly wish that I had a larger house and could take them in,
but as you know this isn't true.

I assure you that I am going to keep my eye on
them, and I will do everything in my power to make things
agreeable for them, In the meantime, I hope they will
just stop worrying and wait and see what the government
actually does plan to do. Let me hear from you soon,

Singcerely yours,

Dorothy Swaine Thomas
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February 23, 1945

Dear Yukio:

I was certainly glad to get your letter from the
Philippines., I can imagine how busy you are and how
little time there 1s for writing any letters. Apparently
you have not yet recelved letters from your mother or from
me regarding the WRA's plans for c¢losing the camps., I am
keeping 1n close touch with your parents and you ¥now that
of course I stand ready to help them at any time. I don't
feel that they should make eany hasty move, I em rather in
favor of thelr taking it easy in camp for the time belng
and seelng what opportunities develop on the outside or
eventually what changes In government policy may occur,

As you know, plans on paper often look very good but when
the practical working out of these things come along there
are many unforeseen difficulties, and policies do have to
be modified, Naturally, I cannot predict what form the
modiflication will take but my own feeling i1s that WRA has
been premature in announcing the absolute closing of the
camps, The announcement is causing a needless amount of
distress. Thus, people who are in a position toc relocate
lmmediately are, of course, being spurred to do so, but
the problem 1s not a simple one for the bulk of the Issel.
I belleve that their problems will get more sympathetie
recognition later than they are now, That 1s, I feel that
by July the impracticablility of moving everybody out may
well come to be recognized. At any rate, the best plan
now is not to worry and just see what happens in the course
of the spring and summer,

Our Study is golng along very well indeed., It 1is,
of course, a great advantage to me to be able to have my
Nisel staff members come to Berkeley. Charles Kikuchi is
here with me now but will shortly return to Chicago. Jimmy
Sakoda and his wife are relocating in Berkeley and will
arrive here very shortly from Minlidoka,

The tempo of the war certalnly seems to be increasing
rapidly, In a sense we are very far removed from it, and
civilian 1ife goes on pretty much as usual but letters from
you and others bring the whole thing c¢loser to us. Do please
keep on writing and let me know how you are getting along. I
would like very much to send you a box of whatever you would
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like, and wish you would send me an officlal request.,
W.I. sends his best regards.

Sincerely yours,

Dorethy Swaine Thomas
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Somewhere in the Philips:
pines
22 Feb 45
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Tetterhead: THE IMPFRIAL GOV'T of JAPAN

Dear irs. Thomas:

Thanks for the latters. Gradually the mail is beginning s
to eatch up with us and awong them were yours which were need-
lass to Say, most walcone.

7 shhuld Aeal on other social matters to make this letter
correct T Sunpose but inasmuch as T am presced for time and
sinece circumstances are what they are, T'm afraid T shall have
to 1im t myself to matters of urgent nature only. I believe
‘you know what matter T am referrin to.

During my trip to this place and since, much has happened
in pvegards to the velocation program and the 1ifting of the re-
strictions on the West Coast I see from both vour accounts and
letters from Mom. 0One in particular referfed to an apt that 1
you had procuréd after much trouble and effort on your part
whiech was located in a good didtrict and at the remarkably rea- !
]

sonable rental fee it

regards to its acceptance or
the time T received the letter

temanded and that an immediate reply in
not being desired. Natumally by
with this operation still in |
Dad & !

process, the matter was miuch too late to do any good,
Yom too still seem reluctant to act without eonsulting me first
eec-all of which makes things very difficult &nd slow and yet
for which I eannot exactly blame them. The thing that concerns
me is, however, the fact that efforts you went to make this pos-
sible could not be taken advantage of. Mo doubt you were disap -
pointed also if not angered. :
A friend of mine sent me the official statement made by
¥Mr Myer concerning this new progranm of the WRA and the regula-
tions governing it. ' From my hurried perusal, I gather that it
is desired that all evacuces make arrangemnents for relocation
within an allotéd time of some 6 months although it does state
at the same time that no evacuec will be forcibly ousted from
these centers. All' of which will create quite a headache for
my folks and myself----particularly under present circumstances.
Tt will also mean a further burden on you I guess for I'm afraid
I shall be compelled to lean on your kindhess even more heavily
than in the past which has not been slight to put it mildly, T
am naturally greatly concerned and a}though I would like £o see
my folks living nore normally again I hesitate to urge 100 strong-

1y their immedinate pelocation on their own inasmuch as so many
faotors must be considered and the conditions outside 'being such

my folks, I know you shall
in on all matters concerning

an wnknown slement to both myself and
but T request your learned advice 2ga

f

gL
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this important matter (to me) and I trust you will keep me well
informed. Watmeally T shall'do all T can also but necdless to

say my Hands are pretty well tied and that what 1711 be sble to
do whuld of necessity be extremely limited.

Among other things, my folks have been concerned with means
of 1iveliheod on relocation, With their present income, which is
nil, it would be utterly impossible. They are willing to do some
work if they cen procure it but this they are not sure of. Their
age and infirmity also limits the fields in which they may be em- |
ployed. Some light housework at some nice home is about the only |
passibllity I can think of for the present. I am sure they would
be able to handle this muach ‘and would welcome any opportunities
in this regard. T don't particularly desire secing them do this
but T feel 1% will be necessary sinee T am not in a position to
support them wholly, | I have assurred them, however, that should
they relocate thegimay count on #50/mg from me in addition to the
present allotment they are receiving (#37.00: 822 of my ray, 18
from the gov't). Purther, with proper applications, I believe
they can receive additional support. For instance, my present’ al-
lotment is clasged "BM and this can be ¢hanged to man standing T'm
quite sure. T have falled in the past to get this classification
In spits of repeated sfforts but with relocation and the obwions
necessity of more funfls required to make a living 1 feel they may
reconsider, Incidentally, T've heen very peeyad in the way the
Allotment Burean has so stingily withheld support in nmy ease., 8o
many other families much better off have been considered so much
more favorably. 0Oh wekl, such are the injustices of life, I guess.

If T am not mistiken also, I believe the WRA itsalf is making
facilitiez availlable to 2id relocatees monetari v where deemed de=
serving and neeessary, Natuselly I am going to do Iy best to see
that all such posgibilties are looked into but my efforts of course
shall be ldmited to thie mail.

e

The above 1s about all T ‘ean hink of on the spur of the mo-
ment but I hope it will give you some basis to work on. It is not
my desire nor my liking to lean on you so heavily but both my folks |
and I ean only look up to you for genuine and sympathetic aid. Some
day, I dAont't know hov, I hope to repay you in some way or another,
At the present time, 311 T can expres® 1s my heartfelt gratitude.

It!'s been some time now since my initial landing days here
and T am gradually getting adjusted to this place in spite of our
constant movements. The operations X¥FEY is progressing wekl al-
though not without sacrifice. T am well and thongh busy getting
along. My opinion of the native populace has lost a great deal
of enthusiasm since my first letter and at times hag reached the

wooint of disgust but it could be worse I suppose.

X & L s e SR UVITC R
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Qur work has besn vastly different here in the problems f
involved but it has been very interesting also. We have en-
countered jvarious: psoples anﬂ with extremely wvaried and interes-
ting backgrounds, | 'We have had some also with whase nationality
you would be interested in too. A1l in all though, I am pretty
well fod up with 1% all and can only look forward to the ﬁav
when T can get back home, Gads, when will that be! Tt &% mow
said that persons without at least 30 months over hnrp will not
ovpn be considered for rotation. Here T an putting with a bare
1% years.

1 am being Minterrupted" with businc:s nowy it's a wonder
I got this Tar without 1%, being busy as we have been sn many
weeks now, and I'm .fraiﬁ T shall have to lat other wat+f*° go
until tbe next time. In the meantime, let me hsar from you.

Trusting that all's well with vou alth ugh undoubtedls
extremely bhusy wiSh these latest changes. |

Hy warmest regards to Dr Wl-e--<

~ |

Very Eineerely,

nelosed: Some souvenier currency,



o : 3

Somewhere in the Philippines
28 Feb 1945

Dear lrs. Thomas:

Again stHictly a business letter and rather an urgent one,
Tt deals with this relocation business,the closing of the cen-
ters within the next several months, etc.

T have naturally been greatly concerned in regards to my
parents on this matter and they have also as you already know,
I finally reached the conclusion that nothing short my
actual nresence and handling of the matter wiuld take care of
it adequately. This 1s not meant that your assistance is not
sufficient nor adequate but the nlain fact that complexities
of matters necessitate the work to be done by an immediate mem-
ber of the family. TI'm sure you understand. As for your help
and kindness of the past, they have been really much much more
than we or anyone could expect as T've stated time and again.

Anyway acting on this conclusion, T have taken steps to
get back to the states to see my parents resettled and see that
they will be able to get along. It is an emergency furlough
application and whether 1'1l1l get it or not still remains to be
seen but the authorities with whom I havs spoken to are inclined
to regard my applicat on favorably and the signs are good. My
commanding officers, includirg the Col of the group, are all for
me which is indeed encouraging and heartwarming. Among the steps
required, however, is an investigation by the Red Cross and this
in my case will probably be the deciding factor. They are go-
in tb contact the Topaz Division on this matter I believe. The
minimum time required before the results can be known on this
matter I understand is about 3 weeks. The rest should not take
more than a few days. ©So if all goes well I should be on nmy
way back by the end of March. Am keeping my fingers crossed.

All this I am relating to you since I know I will be in
dire need of Your advice and guidance on this matter even though
I do manage to get back to take care of this matter. Further-
more should you find the time, I feel any advice you can write
me on this matter prior to my actual departure from here will
help me immensely when T 4o get there. Advice as to possible
localities where reports have ben favorable, wherretthere aare
& few already resettled and getting along, etc. ‘I am not even
sure just where T would like to see them resettled at the mo-
ment. 1 am also inclined to feel that my folks are at a loss
in regards to this matter with much of their decision binding
on the moves of their more closer friends. A1l in all T can be
sure of big headaches awaiting me should T manage to get back.
This is when I'11l need plenty of your sound advice.

A lot more can be said on this matter and T don't believe
I've begun to exhaust the many factors and problems involved
but due to pressure of work (still) T'm afraid this will have
to do for now. My main point in writing this letter wvas to in-
form you of the steps I have taken over here.
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I trust things are well with you and Dr WI. WMy best
regards to him please. T am still in one plece and believe
will remain so for the "hot phase" of the camraign as far as
Wwe are concerned is now over. ‘mch paperwork remains to be
done of course, however,

As ever,

wEe

peoey




March 13,1945

. Dear Yuklo,

I was indeed glad to get your letter of Feburary 22nd. Malls
certainly seem to be picking up, at long last.

Re your family: I really would not worry about the whole thing
too much at present, l,waa neither "dlsappointed nor angry“, to use
our expression, that they could not take advantage of the apartment
had told them about, I had gone to no trouble at all in the matter,
I have "1ines" out, and my friends inform me when things turn up., I
simply passed on the information.,

I have no hesﬁjation in advising any Nisel to r8turn here at any
time whatsoever, Charlie Kikuchi was here for six weeks, and not only
did no one give him a dirty look but he had the best time fn nis 11fe.
The only discussion of his racial origin that came up was when a barber,
who thought he was Chinese, gave him a long lecture aboutthe virtures and
loyalty of the Nisei, | Charlie got a great kick out of that, Jimmy
Sakoda and his wife have just arrived, and they are extremely happy.
Various student organizations are busy collecting money for scholarships
for Nigsei, and so on, |

So far as the Issel are concerned, I hesttate to advise lmmedlate
return, unless & number of them come at the same time, or, and decidedly
preferably, unless they can come with some Nisel companions. This is
not because I think they will be in any "danger" in this arca( the same
1s not yet true in regard to some places in the rural sections) but
because they will be so lonely. Language 18, after all, a terrific
barrier to "assimllation,"

Thus, leaving for the moment, practical matters of income and
housing out of consideration, I would not advise your parents to return
immediatiely unless someone like the Miyasaki family were prepared to
return at the same time,

As far as government policy is conserned, I figure their
present efforts are going to be directed towards getting all the Nisel
and many of the sansel out of the camps just as soon as possible, and that
1s certainly all to the goods They should never have been in camps in
the first place, and the sooner they are returned to normal life, the
better for the{r future., I believe the government is beginning to
realize the complications of the sltuation for many of the Issel. They
too should never hayve been 1n the camps in the first place, but to talk
of returning them to "normal 1ife"™ when most of them have fost their
foothold completely, and when they have no younger persons here who can
take the major:responsibility is not whobkly reallstic. What will be
done is an open question, but that some mod!fication of the original plan
will have to be made towards the end of the summer, nome of us can doubt,

If your parents chose to come back, and if housing could be found,
I should be most happy to have your mother come back to work for me. I
am propared to pay §50 a month for the same sort of work she did for
me befores 1light laundry, cleaning, etec., amounting to about three and a
half hours a day six days a week. At present, as I belleve I told you,
I hav? to pay $1 an hour for occasional cleanin%. As you can imagine
I ean't afford to have regular part-time help at that level. & hink
that the wage! I suggest will be about the regular "stabllized" wage by




summer time. Under no conditions would I be willing to pay less, and
I would want to be surg, by checking the situation, that I was not .
paying too little. the other hand, I honestly can't afford to go
much higher, Your father, I am sure, could also get some light work,
and it seems to me that their combined income from work of this sort
could easily amount to $100 per month, The government allotment of
$37 certalnly ought to ecover their rent, 80 that it seems to me the
mechanics of living could be taken care of on that basis, without
any further contributions frem you. Where to find housing is, of-ecourse
another matter, and most of the places avallable require some service,
i.e. they want some domestic help in return for housing. If your
arents get really serious about the matter, I will start inquiring around.
y present advice is to take 1t easy, undess the Miyasaki's get a good
Job, They, indidentdlly, ought to be able to mowe into something with
really good wages, both of them belng young and strong.

I em not writing to your mother about this directly, for I am
afriad she might think I am trying to "pressure" her. I leave it to
you to railse the question with her in your usval tactful and undere
standing way.

In oder to show you how insecure the people in camp feel,
and what the situation is in general, I quote from a letter from a Nisel
friend who just visited his m rents in Topaz:

"Many people with whom I've talked are interested in the possible
venture back to their former homes in California, but they are more .

interested 1n hearing about crowded conditions, iegroen, dustbowlers and
possible discrimination, They want somethin% to justify and rationalize
themselves into stayling here. You just can't tell them otherwise,

There is a story golng around here about Mr, Sadamune of Oakland who

is back theire, an Issel who returned from Gila and lives with his
hakujin wife in Oakland who was supposed to have been threatened by
phone 2 am one morning to leave Oakland or have his thromat cut,(Many
gersions of thise-some say his throat slit--others mmk shot). It was
supposed to have been in the Oakland Tribune, some say it was in the
Pacific Citizen, But the funny part of it all is that I saw 8adamune
last Saturday, and he said nothing about it. In fact, he sald he had
had favorable letters welcoming him home from people he did not even know,
Topazians are willing to believe almost anything which they want to belleve
They hate 1like hell the idea of moving, the ldea of facin%hthe world
again, As you sald, the 1ssel are goin to "gambaru", ey seem
Raasive too, if the WRA 1s going to throw them out, then they say
shikataganai"--it can't be helped, Issel don't believe a word about
Federal, State or county help. They remember too well the fate of
people who were on W,P,A,, and they don't want to be like them, Deep
underneath they feel since the US put them here, it's up to the US to

take care of them."

Well, you see how complicated the situation is, and how

unyise and unkfind it would be to urge too strongly untfl the situation
settles down a bit, As the more venturesome go out and good reports
begin coming into the center, others will be willing to make the break, .
In my opinion, that won't be till the middle or end of the summer,

Tel) me more about the natives, I was much interested in
your statement in your last letter,

WI sends regards. Sincerely yours,




MISS LEAH DICKENSON
RELOCATION PROGRAM OFFICER
TOPAZ UTAH

SERGEANT YUKIO KAWAMOTO HAS APPLIED FOR EMERGENCY FURLOUGH FROM

PHILIPPINES TO ARRANGE RELOCATION OF PARENTS RESIDING 5-7-A.

AM THOROUGHLY FAMILIAR WITH CASE AND CAN TESTIFY TO URGENCY.
YUKIO IS ONLY SON AND PARENTS HAVE NO CAUCASIAN FRIENDS EXCEPT
MYSELF. CAN MATTER BE EXPEDITED THROUGH LOCAL RED CROSS. REPLY

APPRECIATED.

DOROTHY SWAINE TIOMAS
EVACUATION AND RESETT LEMENT STUDY
UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

SENT 11:50




Maroh 16,1945

Dear Yukio,

When I rcoeived your letter of Fgburary 28th, I delegraphed an acquafntence of
mine who is relocation planning officer in Topag, to add my recormendation re your
furlough. I don't really think it will have any influence, but I asked her to reply
and will keep you informed.

I am rather in a spot in respeect to giving you any advice. Surely you must
have read between the lines as to my feeling about shanges in poliey that may take
place. Naturally I don't know a thing about future plans of the government
agenoy, for it is oclear that if they appeared to weaken, they would defeat their
whole purpose, which is to get as many people rclocated as qudckly as possible.

I think I oan say with assurance that noone is going to be "kioked out"™, and that
plans for public assistance,etec. eto. are well under way.

I do agree strongly that it would be highly desirable for you to come
personally to help settle your parents if you ecan get permission, If you can't,
I do want you to stop worrying, and to tell them to wait a few months before making
any definite plans unless something appropriate gurns up for them. I agree further
that group relocation( i.e. r-location with friends) is the only sensible procedure
for them. Unless hostels or some sort of temporary housing is provéded by the
W RA, Berkeley and the Bay Region seem to be quite out of the question. For two
days, I have been working on the problem of finding housing for Jimmy Sakoda and
wife. I even managed to get the study declared "essential" by the War Manpow er
Commission, whiech means that my employees are elizible for war housing. At present
there is not one single vacangy etbher in private or in publie housing, even with
the very high "priority" we possesss Thus it is not at all a matter of diserimination:
I have as yet to get a single a'‘dress to see whether or not we would be "diseriminated
against."

Re¢ community acceptance, resent experience seems to be highly favorable

in mogt urban places in this area. There are a few tough spots, but they are
where you might expeet thems Placer County and that general area. The trouble
here would be lack of housing, and if housing were by chance found, lack of sontacts.
Except for a few homeowners, there ocertainly can be no real influx of evacuees

into this area, until the shipyards start elosing down( whioch, according to the newspapers
will be sometime this summer). Do your parents have friends in either Salt lake
City or Denver? There are appreciable Japanese American communities in both of
those towns, and, according to my observations, pretty good community attitudes( I
have stayed for days in both places, visited all sorts of restaurants and stores with
evacuee friends and never noticed the slightest degree of antagonism, except at

the upper-upper olass Hotel Utah, where reguest for rooms was refused). If the
gityation he e remains tight in regard to housing, and if reloecation becomes necessary,
temporary settlement in a plece like Salt Lake City until you return might be the
best solution.

Please ask me any specifie questions that come to mind, I certainly hope to
see you soon,

Sincerely yours,




CONFIRMATION

TELEGRAM

TOPAZ, UTAH

MARCH 17, 1945
MAR 1 § 1945

DOROTHY SWAIN THOMAS
RED CROSS
BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA

APPROVAL GRANTED FOR VISIT OF SOT. YUKIO KAWAMOTO
TO VISIT PARENTS 5-7-A TOPAZ. PLEASE HAVE HIM
COMPLETE NECESSARY FORMS IN OAKIAND WRA OFFICE.

LEAH K. DICKINSON
RELOCAT ION PROGRAM OFFICER

Relocation Office
LKD:IAD:Hm

740ﬂ



The Philippines
28 Mar 1945

Dear Mrs. Thomas:

Thank yoéu for \your immediate reply and action on the receipt
of my letter informing you of my plans concerning possible reloca-
tion of my parents. Your answers did much to give me a basis on
which to act. That thoughtful gesture of wiring your acquaintance
relocation officer at Topaz in my cause also very definitely should
help in my opinion and wasrnaturally:very mych apprecilated. . |

As for the situation on this side nothing has happened since
and no further progress has been made on the matter. I am still
waiting was interrupted here;it is now 30 Mar 45---am still waiting
and may find myself doing the same in the following week to come. The
other day I dropped in on the Red Cross to check on the matter and they
informed me that they had not heard yet but felt the answer would be
coming within the week although they could of course promise nothing
definite. ©So it 1is.

Immediately after receiving your letter, I wrote home of the things
you advised in your last letter (168 Mar). I think it will help them in
many ways. It certainly gave me a better idea. I had no idea that the
housing situation was that bad although its critical nature was known
in a general way much as the gags they pull on Washington.are. In this
regard I think I'LL contact a friend of ours who owns and operates se-
veral apts in Berkeley on possibilities. She may not have anything to
offer but due tohher business she should have access to more informa-
tion in this regard I should think. At any rate there wont be any harm
in asking, will there? Incidentally, her name is Mrs. Vecki and should
be res%ding at the Glen Garry Apts 1802 Le Roy Ave (Just North of the
€ampus) .

So long as I remain out here, I believe your advice on my folks
§ttting tight until the Gov't's relocation policy becomes more clear.
and to await and observe developments will probably be the best course
of action. This would be in accordance with the preference of my parent
too I believe. Their tendency, as you know, was to stick it out for the
duration or at least till my return. They naturally prefer to live on
the outside but without my presence they are extremely reluctant to do
so. They are obviously envious of these other families where some son or
daughter would relocate first and then call out the family. Can't bleme
them but I sometimes get "hard-boiled" and tell them they shouldn't be
so dependent on me. If worse comes to worse, however, your suggestion of
Salt Lake City or Denver may well be the answer. As I understand it
though, I was under the impression that those two localities were rather
getting overpopulated too. I#EX¥H& Wouldn't this make housing difficult
there too? When you get right down to it I suppose this would be true
in any city ifi the country these days.

We are living very much the life of Riley these days here and know-
ing from past experience that such things do not confinue forever in the
army we are making the most of it. In short, most of the boys are havin
a whale of a time. I have had some too but with this problem on my mind
I have been somewhat less eager than the others. I suppose a GI should
be more carefree and hellbent but I still find myself pretty much as I've
always been. Good, or bad, whatdo you think?

Just now I have Do specific question. I wbsh the Red Cross would




get on the ball as a GI would put it. My best regards to Dr WI and
again my thanks for your continued efforts and interest in my regard.

P.S." As the days go BX¥ by I find:myself gett;Zg.more distant with the
activities of my ole alma mater. " Naturally . d still find some news in-

teresting but I think it hardly worth vour expense ‘and trouble. There-
fore, when my present subscription runs out please do not bother to re-
new it had you such intentions in mind. For the past issues, my thanks.




April 12, 1945

Dear Yuklos

I received your letter of March 28-30. I should
have written you long ago about the Red Cross situation,
but I thought sure you would be on your way by this time.
I am enclosing the telegram that I received from them on
March 19.

Regarding housing: the situation here is absolutely
tight and willl remain so at least until the shlpyard
workers are lald off which, 1t 1s anticipated, may happen
sometime this summer. Your friend, Mrs., Veckl, telephoned
yesterday., She not only no longer has the apartment you
mentioned, but she is just about as helpless as I am in
finding anything.

I really expect you will be here soon and that you
may not even get this letter, so I will not go into any
further detalls. If you are definitely turned down on
your furlough, however, L will make every effort to see
that something 1s done, Meantime, tell your parents not
to worry. The gragevlne has 1t that WRA is about to do

something "drastic" about housing, so we will see.

Sincerely yours,

Dorothy Swaine Thomas

Enclosure




The Philippines
24 April 1945

Dear lrs. Thomas:

Your guess that I would not be here long enough to receive
your letter of 12 April, I'm afraid has turned out wrong. I re-
ceived it today and the way things.stand at the moment I may well
get a couple more before I do iIf I do get to go back.

My application has not been turned down but is still in the
process of going through chamnels. I'm afraid I was overly op-
timistic as to the speed in which the army does things in matters
as these. By now I should have known better than to expect the
Army to handle the matter in a matter of days as I was led to be-
lieve when I first made my inquiries. The several weeks the Red
Cross required I rather expected and it was not so bad but the
business after that I had expected to be handled immediately. In
a way this slowness of Hhe answer of course is a good sign in that
it 1s still being considered. Had it been turned down right here
in the Division itself, as a lot of them are, I would h& knogn
by now.  As it is, it'll go to Corps, Army, and who kno sAfo Gen
MacArthur himself. Well, "he's returned" so I hope he'll be con-
siderate enough to allow me to "return" also. Rather comny, isn't
it?

Mom writes that Marie Miyasaki #s planning on Denver where she
has a sister if whrse comes to worse but her general tendencyas it
is true with a great many of them is to stay put at least for the
time being. This is an area I believe you also recommended as a
possibility.

Regarding employment, I am more concerned than ever since the
condition of my parents are such that I am even beginning to wonder
if the lightest of work will not be too much for them. She tells
me that Dad must rest himself after walking but 2 blocks. The Red
Cross answer I recall now wrote the physical condition of my folks
quite prominantly based on physicians' reports. Both my Mom and
Dad hawe been having trouble with their legs for quite some time
now. Guess what I really need-.is a complete discharge. I would so
like to see them enjoy a little of the not too numerous days they
have left. They deserve it so much.

Things are pregﬁy much the same here. It is not quite as

rushing or as rugged , the last few days but we are far from idle.
Have gotten accustomed to the beach and the bay again but it wont
be for long I don't believe. It may well be the hills this time.
One consolation is that it will be cooler.

Would like to write more but time does not permit. Thought I'd
keep you constantly informed as long as I could. Perhaps by the end
of this month I'll be able to write you if I am coming hgme gf OE;&
I'1ll be saving the stories on the natives till then/{t-«. %3 l

As ever, %i§~ﬁgl;a
S e mecl Bt el Than o o Tty Azt g







YUKIO KAWAMOTO - NOTES BY D.S.T.

May 28, 1945

Yukio flew back from the Philippines on an emergency
furlough, granted because of statements by WRA that the centers
would be closed by the end of the year. Red Cross investigation
had shown that his parents were "aged and in poor health" and
probably incapable of self-support. Yukio, being the only child
in the U.S., (there is a daughter in Japan - taken there as an
infant) was granted leave by the Army to arrange for the re-
settlement of his parents. He arrived with high hopes of
asslistance from WRA in obtaining housing and other facilities.
The parents had told him they preferred to return to Berkeley to
to wait out his eventual demobilization.

Yuklo was greatly disheartened to find that there was no
available housing in Berkeley, and that WRA had made no plans to
provide housing for the returning evacuees. He wondered whether
he should try to resettle them in the middle west.

D.S.T. invited R.N. and N.S. over to discuss the matter
with Yukio. The combined advice of these two and of W.I. and
D.S.T. was that the parents should "stick it out” in Topaz, since
it 1s certain that WRA policy must change and that shelters will
be establlshed to take care of the residusl camp population, even
after the war. It was considered inadvisable for Yukio to attempt
to resettle his parents untill after demobilization on the follow-
ing grounds:

(1) Berkeley, which the parents (but not necessarily Yukio)

prefer as the only place in the U.S. with which they are




familiar (as I remember, Mr. K. was a resident here for some
40 years; Mrs. K. for 25 years) has no housing except in
return for service. They are not capable of performing full-

time domestic or gardenling work.

(2) The parents speak very 1little English. They are

Buddhists. Berkeley has no prospects of a "Japanese colony"
under present conditions. They would be 1solated and unhappy,
even 1f housing could be obteined.

(3) The family has no resources except Yukio's pay and
Army allotment.

(4) Resettlement in the middle west was likewise advised
against. All the factors listed above are operative in most
other communities. In addition, the parents are reluctant
to settle in an unknown place and, of course, Yukio has no
idea where he will be able to get a job after the war. To
move his parents now and later to have to move them to the
place where he finds a job would be expensive and cause much
personal hardship. In addition, hils own job-seeking opportun-
ities would be hampered.

R.N. said "Anyone who lets the WRA force him out of

camp under these conditions is a sucker."

Yukio was on the one hand relieved to have the implied

"solution" of his problem, but, on the other hand, he said he
would have a gullty conscience about obtaining the emergency fur-
lough under false pretences. We assured him that these feelings

of guilt were unnecessary. R.N. explained that every Nisel boy




in the Army was undoubtedly worried about the same thing. Few

of them would be so lucky as to obtain furloughs. Yukio could,
therefore, do much for the morale of the boys in his own unit
(and elsewhere) by cerrying back an accurate account of the situ-

ation in regard to closure.

Re Yukio's report of his experiences in the Paciflc area,
the following items are of some interest:

(1) He is with the 37th Division (Ohio). The relations

O
between the Niseil and the combat soldlers A< excellent.

The G.I.'s are extraordinarily tactful, he reports, and
try to spare the feelings of the Nisel, even In discussing
the enemy. They are sympsthetlic and indignant eabout evacu-
ation. Some of them have said "If I were treated that way,
you wouldn't find me in the Army fighting for the so-and-
so's."
Nisel are not promoted above the level of Master Sergeant.
Inexperienced Caucasians are given commlssions 1n G.2 and
are put in charge of the Nisel 1nterpreters. The Caucasians
usually have no adequate knowledge of the languesge (ex-
ceptions: a few who were born and brought up 1in Japan).
This situation arouses a good deal of resentment among the
Nisel.

(3) The Nisei G.2's are occasionally "captured" by our troops
(ditto for an unfortunate Chinese cook in the 37th who has
peen "captured" six times!) They are particularly fearful

of getting intoc the hands of the Marines. The Marines, he




says, are "trigger happy" and shoot without questioning.
They rarely capture anyone, but kill on sight (even their
own men at times,)

Nisel in the armed forces are resentful of the J.A.C.L,
They abhor the flag-waving tactics of the Pacifiec Citizen.

They disliked Kurokl's "propaganda."

Mlscellaneous

(1) When R.N. and N.S. wers d seribing the chip-on-the
shoulder attitude of some aggressive Niseil who are returning to
this area, Yukio indicated that he approved. (R.N. and N.S.

°ly did not). "It's more American to behave that way,"

sald Yukio.

(2) Kibel interpreters sometimes have linguistic 4iffi-
culties 1n Interviewlng prisoners, as they mix in a lot of
American slang.

(3) Prisoners sometimes think the Nisel are other prison-
ers who have gone over to the "enemy." Most prisoners are

scared stiff" and answer readlly. A few are sullen., Very few

prlsoners speak any intelligible Englist The only one who

o

-

spoke good English claimed to be : L, educated at Amherst.

His father 1s alleged to be 1 N.Y, Said Yukio, "I think the

fellow was just an opportunist He was caught in Japan when the
war broke out, and I think he was dolng pretty well, So he en-
listed in the Army. He could, of course, have claimed his

American citizenshlp and been sent back."

(4) Re the whole Kawamoto family case history (which is




well-documented by letters in my file), Mrs. K., who was a

o

teacher in Japan before coming to the U.S. and who was a teacher
in a Japanese language school in Oakland for many years, dally
expected to be plcked up by the F.B.I. The K's have only one

s pansdarAe: % A
relative in this country, a cousin of Mrs. K, This lady was
pleked up the day Yukio was in L.A. en route to Camp Robinson.
This, of course, goes far to explain Mrs. K's almost pathologica
fear which was shown day after day whlle worklng for the T.'s,
Her 1ips were cracked and swollen and her eyes puffy from crylng.
She would repeat over and over agaln "I afraid." D.S, and W.I.,
who could not communicate with her because of the language
barrier, were dlstressed and deeply depressed by her state of
mind, and did what they could to reassure her. They were never

able to dlscover the root of her particular trouble, but attri-

buted it to the more general circumstances of evacuation.
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June 7, 19456

Commanding 0fficer
Ninth Serviee Command
Fort Douglas

Utah

Sir:

I em writing this letter on behalf of S/Sgt. Yukio
Kawamoto, who 1s now on emergency furlough from the
Philippines. Sergeant Kawamoto's furlough was granted to
enable him to make plans for the relocation of his parents
from the Topaz Center in Utah,

As you know, the War Relocation Authority has
announced that all ecenters will be closed on or before
January 2, 1946, More than 50,000 evacuees must be re-
located by that date, The War Relocation Authority expects
this relocation to be accomplished on the individual initia-
tive of the persons concerned, in spite of the fact that
the bulk of the people left in the centers consists of
elderly non Englishe-speaking persons of the lumigrant
generatlion and young, dependent children, Sergeant Kawa-
moto's parents are elderly lmmigrants, His problem is com-
plicated by the fact that he is their only son; that there
are no other close relatives in America to whom he could
turn for help; that they suffered great economic hardship
after the outbreak of war, and were unable to agcumulete
any savings whatsoever; that the{ owned no real property
and therefore have no home to which they might return; and
that thelr abllity to earn their own living has been marked-
ly diminished due to mental strain and physical impalrments.

I have been in close contact with the Kawamoto family
since December, 1941, Just before the outbreak of the war,
Sergeant Kawemoto was a student in his senior year at the
University; Mrs. Kawamoto was a teacher of the Japanese
language in Oakland; Mr, Kawamoto held a part-time job as
ian tor in a private school. They lived in a rented house

n a good neighborhood in Berkeley, With the outbreak of

the war, Mrs, Kawemoto lost her job, and came to work for

me as a part-time domestie servant, In February, 1942, thelr
son was Inducted into the Army; in May, they were evacuated
to the Tanforan Assembly Center,

From December, 1941, to May, 1942, I saw Mrs, Kawe-
moto daily. I visited them almost weekly at Tanforan, and




Commanding Officer, page 2, June 7, 1940

saw them at Topaz in June, 1944, During this period, I have
been impressed by two thinfsz (1) their almost pathoiogical
fear and anxlety about facing readjustment to normal soclety,
due in part to their declining physical stamina; (2) thelr
complete mental and moral dependence on their son, In my
opinion, they are incapable of relocating alone, under

the present WRA program, for, in addition to the handicap of
their physicel and mental condition, which would probebly
make 1t impossible for them to find iobs or housing, they
speak so little English that the ordinary processes of dally
1iving (buying groceries, paying bills, ete,) in a community
where the Japanese language 1s not understood, would be
difficult for them,

Under these circumstances, and in view of Sergeant
Kawamoto's long and competent service overseas, I respectfully
urge your sympathetie consideration of his case,

Very truly yours,

Dorothy Swaine Thomas
Director




June 7, 1945

Dear Yuklo:

I received your letter today and was most interested
in your report regarding your parents and the situatlon at
Topaz, I am enclosing & letter to the Commanding Offlcer,
with a copy for you, I hope thls 1s satisfactory. Please
let me know if you went it changed in any way.

I think 1t would be the smert thing for you to go
to Ohio for a while end see what the prospects are there.
Since you have long end distinguished service with the Ohlo
Division, it seems to me that your reception in that state
would be extraordinarily cordlal. Anyway, it 1s something
worth thinking of.

Your friend, Mr, Oda, had a long talk with Dick
Nishimoto and was referred to a job as accountant by Nikkil,
I haven't yet heard the outcome of the thing. I hope to
have a chance to meet him one of these days as I hear he 1s
a very fine fellow,

I can't tell you how much we enjoyed your visit.
Tell your mother and father that we are convinced that
their son is one of the best, and do write to me soon
agea in.

Sincerely yours,

Dorothy Swaine Thomas

Enclosure










June 29, 1945

Dear Yukio:

I am enclosing the affidavit you requested, also
an extra copy for you. I certainly wish you good luek,

and hope you'll let me kmow immediately what the outcome
is.

Also, when you have a little time, do tell me
of the recent developments at Topaz end what, if anything,
has happened to change or formulate your parents' plans,

With cordial regards,

Sincerely yours,

Dorothy Swaine Thomas

Enclosures




SUBJECT: Applieation for Consideration for Dependency Discharge.

TO 2

"3y Yy Tee B Ygéio Kn%to, ASY 39090824, hereby apply for dis-
charge from the Army of the States under provisions of Sec ITI, AR 615=

862, 15 December 1944,

2, 1 request this discharge because of the necessity of my pre=-
gence at home for the support and care of my parents. The background of my
case is vital and is as follows:

ae You may or may not be familiar with these facts but shertly
after the outbreak of war between the United States and Japan, all persons of
Japanese blood, irregardless of citizenship status, on the Pacific Coast were
uprooted from their homes and businesses to be ewvacuated to various camps ine
lands My parents were among them, They lost their jobs, sold what little
they could at a loss and went into the dreary surroundings of one of these
camp8e

They have now spent over 3 years in these ocmmps, Théér fi-

nancial income during this interim has been nil, they've long used up what
1ittle resourees they had, and they have been entirely dependent upon me fi-
naneially and mentally for the same period, Limited as expenees are in camp
guch as these, it is a community of people and as such even for elderly peo-
ple, such ag my parents, a few dellars are an absolute must monthly not te
mention the fact that things like clothing, shoes, etc do wear out in time,
Up +i1l now, with the aid of an alldtment from the Dependency Bureau (8373
822 from my pay, 15 dollars from the government) and an additienmal £20 average
per month from my pay, we have been able to meet expenses in the center, This

of ocourse will nowhere near meet the high cost of 1living expenses that are prre- |

wmlent on the outside,

be Farly this year, almost simultaneous withthe annoucement of
the 1ifting of the exclusion decree of Japanese personage on the west coast,
the War Relocation Authority (the Federal agenoy in charge of these camps) an=
nounced its policy of closing their camps within € months to a yeats time
(end of year will be 2 January 1946)s Thus my parents now face this diffieult
task of readjustment back to normal living with the following hardieap s: Ero-
ken spirit from having been in camp so long, declination of physical stamina
(father has claudication of the veins; mother has & bad }gdrcaused by an ori-
inal in’'ury some years back which has gotten inecreasingly worse), their age
Dad, 62 Aug 1; Yom, 59), lamguage handicap, complete ignorance of present
war time living conditions outeide, fears of possible violence due to war time

-]
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emotions, and commtless others that make the situation extremely complex,

not to mention the inherent basic difficulties of moving from one loecale

to another for aryons., Yeeting present time housing problem alone presents

a formidable barrier. f

To help meet this difficult and trying situation they have no
one to turm to but me, I am their only son and we have no relatives to turm
tos They need me for both spiritual and financial guidance,

¢e The WRA does have a certain program in which assistance
and welfare are provided for buththe greater bulk of the responsibility by
far is up to the individuals and these "assistance" agencies mentioned,
though well sounding in name are not as they may seem to appear, {[rom what
I have been able to learn they amount to nothing more than local charity
groups of the locale to which the relocatees plan to return such as the com-

"~ munity chest, social security board, church grouns, etc. In ghort, they are

not "guaranteed" assistance. Without my presence there to look after them,
my parents, chances are, will be handled as shabbily as any wayside bum,

: de T have stressed primarily the financial end of this mate
ter only thus far, and as important as that is, the stronger point is the

. morale and spiritual factors involved here, Piocture if you will please an

elderly dmmigrant couple; honest, law abiding, simple, hardworking, naive,

For the fepdts of their sweat and toil of many years (close to 50 years for

Dady over 30 years for Wom) in America they have only their son to shows. In

him vas embodied their hopes and dreams, This son was drafted into the army
shortly after the outbreak of war and 3 months prior to graduation from the
state tiniversity, Just when they were beginning to see the horigon and be=
ginning to feel the highest hump had been gotten over and that their son

was now finally in a position to care for them-e-came the war, the draft, |
the blast of théir dreams. Still the were brave and stoic about it for afe |
ter all their son was a citizen of their adopted country and had a duty to
performs Difficult as it was for them to see their son go into the service
of a nation at war, where the stakes inwlved 1life and death, they saw rea=
son and the importance of duty. A few months later, however, imagine what
emotions they rust have experienced when they were unrcoted from their home
and sent behind barbed wires, They who had a son in the service, they whe
had done nothing against the United Statesg being placed in camps like & war
eriminal by the very government for whom their son was serving, Trying it
was indeed but they still bore it well attributing the injustices to ciroume
stances of the war. Since then they have spent over 3 long years of drab,
dreary life behind barbed wires in a camp situated in a wind swept, sun bdked
desert. TFor the same period their son served both here and overseas, the |
latter half being spent in the steaming South Pacifiec with an Infemtry Division. |
They were long hard years for both of us, ¥Yow my parents must start life anew
at their advanced age with the handicaps and under adverse conditions that

I have dlready mentioned. Their need for me at now their most trying time

of their lives is truly extreme, 4

3¢ This condition has arisen since my induetion as already explained
in paragraph 2 (d.)e T was inducted on 25 February 1942 at thePPresidio of
Yonterey, Yonterey, California. Yy parents were evacuated from their home in
Perkeley in Vay of 1942, The armouncement for the closure fo the relocation
camps was made Jaruary 1945 and the date set, as announced, was between June
1945 to 2 January 19486,

-
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4, Discharge from the army is necessary to provide car® and sup-
port for my parents as it will require full time on my part. It is n.oonlity
in the extreme as can be seen by the preceding paragraphs. .

I am fully cognizant of the fact that war time hardships and
tragedies are countlouycmd that T am not the only individual with a diffie-
cult case., And yet the very fact that I still presenting the case indi-
cates, I feel, the intensity of how ntm* I feel about this matter. As
I see the matter, there are two possibilitiess The first and the one 1 ‘.1
counting on, with trust and faith, is the grant ef my discharge. This wil
mean heartfelt gratification on the part of both my parents and 1 and add
mean ing to the past sacrifices snd hardhhips undergone, It will mean reaf-
firmation of our in the justness and prudence of the United States
Covernment. It will mean that my folks will be looked after and I will be
doing it. The other alternative is not very pleasant and one which I have
faith will not be allowed. That of my folks being turned out inte the coldg
a verdict bound to endiin bBitterness, disappointment, a real case of morale=
breaking=--its results being unbeneficial for alle, I mention this because
I can see of nc other alternatives. I mention it because this is vitale

Certainly the necessity of my discharge is extreme.

6« Yay I further request quick attention to this request inase
much as the tire factor involved is very important. The final deadline of
the closare of the last camp in operation is set as the 2d of January 1946,
The process is already in effect and many are reaching the closing stage.

As the people are depleted from the camps, facilities are Leing curtailed.
The mess hall where my folks are presently receiving their meals is scheduled
to be closed in July necessitating their going to the one of the next blobks
Similarly, the hospital apd other necessary offices will begin to close. Thus
to avoid hardships to have the resettlement accogiplished before the real dead
end is highly desired. .

6e For your information and reference, mgy I also present the fole
Tdwing information:

8. Vy draft board that gelected me was located at Milvia and
Durant in Derkeley, California. Sincell have fic references available at the

moment I camnot definitely say but the number I béliewe was Board # 70. Profes-

sor Herms of the Universits of California was its Chairman,

be The present address of my dependent parents is:
S=T=A, WRA Thédr names are: Kumejiro Xawamoto (father)
Topaz, Utah, Chisato Kawamoto (mother)

ce My present status: I have Just completed a 30 day emergency
furlough to the United States from an overseas station. The furlough was

grantéd me to resettle my parents but the complexity of the problem made 18
solution impossible in the time allowed, .I have been in the service for

monthsg 19% months spent in the Pacific, and have participated in 2 major
campaigns.

7« May I refer you to attached documents a_and } for additional
information of my case and also its verification. :

%,.‘ SBE P, e B

Tee 3 Yullio Kawamoto
39020824

|
|
|
l
|
|
|




June 290, 1945

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

I am writing this on behalf of S/Sgt. Yukio
Kawamoto, who has recently been on emergency furlough
from the Philippines, Sergeant Kawamoto's furlough was
granted to enable him to make plans for the relocation
of his parents from the Topaz Center in Utah,

As you know, the VWar Relocation Authority has
announced that all centers will be closed on or before
January 2, 1946, More than 50,000 evacuees must be re-
located by that date, The War Relocation Authority ex-
pects this relocatlion to be accomplished on the individual
initlative of the persons concerned, in spite of the fact
that the bulk of the people left in the centers consists
of elderly non English-speaking persons of the immigrant
generation and young, dependent children, Sergeant Kawa-
moto's parents are elderly immigrants, His problem is com-
plicated by the fact that he is their only son; that there
are no other close relatives in America to whom he could
turn for help; that they suffered great economic hardship
after the outbreak of war, and were unable to accumulate
any savings whatsoever; that they owned no real property
and thorogoro have no home to which they might return; and
that their ability to earn their own living has been
markedly diminished due to mental strain and physical
impairments.,

I have been in close contact with the Kawamoto
family since December, 1941, Just before the outbreak of
the war, Sergeant Kawamoto was a student in his senior
year at the University; Mrs. Kawamoto was a teacher of the
Japanese lan uaio in Oakland; Mr., Kawamoto held a part-
time job as gun tor in a private school, They lived in a
rented house in a good neighborhood in Berkeley., With
the outbreak of the war, Mrs, Kawamoto lost her job, and
came to work for me as a part-time domestic servant, In
February, 1942, their son was inducted into the Army; in
May, they were evacuated to the Tanforan Assembly Center,

From December, 1941, to May, 1942, I saw Mrs, Kawa-
moto daily. I visited them almost weekly at Tanforan, and




saw them at Topaz in June, 1944, During this period, I have
been impressed by two things: (1) their almost pathoiogioul
fear and anxlety about facing readjustment to normal soclety,
due in part to their declining physical stamina; (2) their
complete mental and moral dependence on their son., In ug.
opinion, they are incapable of relocating alone, under t
present WRA program, for, in additlon to the handicap of
their physical and mental condition, which would probably
make 1t impossible for them to find i:ba or housing, they
speak so 1ittle English that the ordinary processes of dally
1iving (buying groeeries, paying bills, ete.) in a community
where the Japanese language 1s not understood, would be
difficult for them,

Under these circumsteances, and in view of Sergeant
Kawamoto's long and competent service overseas, I respectfully
urge your sympathetlic consideration of his case.

Dorothy Swaine Thomas
Director



















July 27, 1945

Dear Yukio:

I am certainly delighted and so 1s everyone
around here at your good news., WNow I believe things
will really go smoothly for you and I must say you
deserve your good fortune, Convey my congratulations

to your parents.

Sincerely yours,

Dorothy Swaine Thomas
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September 13, 1946

War Relocation Authority
Sheldon Bullding

461 Market Street

San Francisco 5, California

Attention: Mr, Charles Miller
Dear Mr, Miller:

This is to confirm a telephone conversation
with Mr, Lane of your office.

I have known Yukio Kawamoto, about whom you
inquired, since December, 1941, and have been 1n

close contact with him since that time, He is a
young man of excellent character and unquest ioned
loyalty. He has good work habits and above average
intelligence.

Very truly yours,

Dorothy Swaine Thomas
Professor of Rural Sociology




