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September 22,

Dear Dr. Thomas:

I'm writing to you from Topaz, Utah, where I arrived
yesterday morning on the Western Union after a considerably
long trip, lasting some 41 hours. The trip on the train was
juite an eventful one, since it was the first time I ever took
a trip out of California. We left Tanforan, 7 PM, #riday, Sept
18 th. We all ate our dinner very early that evening, around
4:50, and then, gathered at the laundry house which had been
converteéd into a depot. +‘here, our baggages were inspected, as
we sat on the benches, according to the arrangement made by the
car captains. Our car was number 12, the last of 17 ears--
including baggage, dinars and pullmans.

It certainly was exhilarating to step out of Tanforan and
to get into the trainsyz which, while old were serviceable and
falrly comfortable. The seats--velvet lined--could be tilted at
nlght to form resting chairs. But I didn't pay too much attention
to the fixtures at first because I was more concérned with the
farewell group lined we atop the barracks. The residents were
sllhouetted against the twilight, and I caught sight of a sign
as we left,"So long--See You In Utah." As we passed barrack 8,
adjacent to the tracks, all the people were lined up on thégr
wooden walks, waiving théér hands.

“*hen the residential homes appeared, white stucco homes,
tidy gardens and automobiles. At first, it all seemed like g
dream and seeing a new world. rerhgps, more than anything else,
I felt the freedom of being able to see far and wide, and tie
sensation of riding on something different from the shoes that
carried me around in Tanforan. The scenry was familiar--Burlin-
game, San Mateo, and then hometown, Redwood. I caught sight of
Camel Hump, my favorite hiking grounds, and also“Barnacle Bill",
the newsboy who works at the station. '

Instead of going across the Dumbarton Bridge, which had been -
the route of the previous group, we proceeded down to San Jose.
There, a curlous thing eccurred, the car began to move backwards
and I noticed in the fast fading light, a new engine attached to
the rear. W When we got to Niles Canyon, the train began to move
forward again, but in such spasmodic jerks, the people began to
laugh and moan. What was more funny was the lighting of the gas
lamps. The conductor came in and with a very long rod, lighted

on one end, opened up the glass bowl, twisted the gas cock and
lighted the lamp. Some fellows were rolling in the aisleszxmax
my curiosity led me to ask the soldier, whax how old the tridn
was. He thought 1t was about g 191U model.

When m®®ning came, we were riding along the Feather River
Route, atop the high Sierras. First, bright red clay bound the
track on my side of the window; later on, the river turned in
our favor, and the scen{reminded me of John Muirs's writing.
Breakfast was served around 9 AM in the diner and consisted of
scrambled eggs, potato{French Fried) toast and rich coffee. It
was tops--clean, andstgsty--
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Coming back, the car captain passed out oranges to us and
he looked bleary-eyed, having stayed up all night. On the way
back from the diner, I met several friends and asked them how they
liked the train trip. Most of them were too intent upon the scenry
to answer, a few were snoozing.

At rortola, the last station in California, we got off for
a Sbrétching spg 11 for 15 minutes and my friend and I dashed to
the front of the engine, a run of glmost 3 blocks. Soldiers were
statlioned at the platform, but werwere allowed to lodl from group
to gfoup. Some people were sending post eards to thelr friends in
Tanformn. The car captain called us aboard and then the old folks
began getting sentimental about leaving Califorantds. "What a won-
derful State California is¥ "Maybe this will be the last time we'll
ever see it,.,"

As we began to roll down the grade, the pine and redwood trees,
which so abundantly coated the Sierras, grew less and turning a
knoll, we came upon an idyllic valley which ,I thought, was a per-
fect spot for a reloeation project. The floor of the valley was
a meadow of hay and grazing land, brokén by patches of trees and
surrounded by mountain ranges. And with the lessening of trees
and greenery, cmme the sage brushes and the desert. Nevada was one
long tiresome ride wi:hﬁ&he styfling heat, dull mountains, white

salt flats and illusive mirages. The people slept most of the way
everyone became more appreciative of California zmand made disparging
remarks about the"hickishness" of Gerlach, Jungo, Fronto--the Wowns
we passed thru. But une thing about Nevada, 1t gave me a reiliza-
tlon of the immensity of our country and of the potentialities of
the west. I guess a lot of people mf have thought of the same FUAF

thing. That night, several of us boys, had a session with the sold-
ler assigned to our car. A youmg chap from St. Louis, Missouri and
pleasantly conver.sational, he spoke to us of his experiences with
his sargent and how he had dissipated on his furloughs.

e kept our eyes peeled for the Great Salt Lxke, but unfort-
unately it was 3 AM,when we passed it fri.ges and only the shore
was dimly outlined. The salt cakes we missed entirely. The train
rumbled into Salt lake City, 7 AM in the morning and because our car
didn't get any steam, we rushed into the prededing car and sat on
the steam heater untll we felt the heat ooze thru our shirts and
trousers. We gawked at the state capital perbhed m®m atop s hill
and felt at home, seeing the familiar labeds--Swiss, Westinghouse

White King. Wwe left the city after an hours stop, and began
the last leg of the journey a %8ad 125 ride to Delta. Our hopes

would fade as the s.ge and desert--so repulsively reminiscent of
Nevade, would reappear and then again, we were encouraged when.pine
trees, grizzled thoughk they were, appeared. And then around 12:30
a sudden farm appeared and small town followed sult; we were in
Delta. From there buses drove us to Topa ».

A brass band banged away the greeting and we went thru the
same routine as we did at Tanforan--medical inspection, being guided
to our apartments, getting blankets and ticks. When # surveyed
the place after dinner, it decided the place was pretty big--the
tpwn alongZls a mile BfuaTre.and the farming area--16,uu0 acres.
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Of the administration I have the highest regard after
attending last night!s meeting. At that time, Director Ernst
and his assoclates were introduced. A ready sense of wit, geniality
and 1lntelllgmmt--he struck me )in my fipst impression,as a humani-
tarlan. 1'm certain that i shhll enjoy my stay here much, much
more than 1 did T[anforan. JNNe restores the faith I reallze now,
in looking at the whole evauuatlon in g little better perspective,
that there are mighty good folks who respect the self-respect of
indlvidual personalities.

Of work, I've discontinued working on the paper, in favor
of momere closer work to my pre-legal training, a junior accountant.
And of school, just before leaving Tanforan i received a letter
from the Student Relocation Council, recommending me to Genewa Col-
lege in Beaver Falls, rennsylvania. At present, I am awailbhing the
college cataloguedtoolearniaomething about their curriculum. If
you could write Mr. Conard a brief note, i would appreciate it very
much. But I am not immediately anxious to leave for school, for
4 am finding thls experience unlijue an gﬁﬁ;emely interesting.

But I have been talking altoghhter about my self. In acknowled-
ging the letter you sent me atvPanforan) 1{liked to thank you for
letting me eontribute even a little. An apology for all the deup
faces at the meetings, but it seems that's my nature. And 1 shall
write to you from time to time, but I guess [ had better end this
long thing because Fred wants to go to sleep and I'M sitting on
his bed and using his typewriter.

Sincerely
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November 17, 19042

Mr. Ben Iijima

11-56-C

Central Utah Relocatlion Project
Topaz, Utah

Dear Ben:

Both Dr. Thomas and I were much interested in
your letter of yesterday. Since she had to catch a
train for a ten-day trip to Poston and Gila, I am going
to answer for her, as well as myself, She, I am sure,
will write you on her return.

In what eity is the Hotel Utah located? I am
certain that you are qualified for much better things
than being a busboy and I hope you use the new job only
as a vantage point to look for better things, In any
case, I'1]1 bet it will be a tremendous thrill to get
"outside" again,

Kikuehl has overwhelmed us again with three
full diaries and I am chagrinned when I look at my own
production of approximately 160 pages. The rainy season
has started here and meat markets are belng closed right
and left for lack of meat, I had a fine trip to Washinge
ton and am in the midst of writing reporta, The boss
geems very satisfied with the progress of the study, as
a whole,

We a®l send you our very best regards and our
very best wishees for your future., You must continue
to keep us informed about your welfare and your where-
abouts,

Sincerely yours,

Morton Grodgzins
Research Assistant
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