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d<iM JU* MKM'ÍÂ iXÁif̂  (jüMjŷ tryi-Mm£Lu£ Tbrf 'luí ÁAsJU frípu*- iJu. 

hjUJÍ  ̂ QymAtCtL UUUJLM OM ^- f  ̂ ^ .  ô Û-Coâ  cLo 
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dUAAJlk̂ ) (UÍ ÛaMl. % OMA/kJUt̂  i f i UAAJ ar f j Up 



y ^ i ta. 

fìtto   

t̂ jUA. J n̂ A c  f̂ UyusJ QM̂ Û L ÍU¿HJJL4 ILO at 
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U h Mjl •  M̂. Ĉ L (Lóti 
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^Í H Í Í / ? Í^̂Uâ tw/M) (kMw (¡JUmlIcvw , iTUttü̂ Mi n̂ J¿ JU 

M Ù A A M M M ¿ M A M � ^ Q W U X H M I J T I J FC J UT* ' H  ̂

M I FR̂ TFT̂  Í ÁM J U. L M J . T B R I 

^ j p^y  u/utteMj^̂  té p k /SXuÁj  ̂

/n ê w u J X l u qÁjl r i v i s t i mtJLürn̂ ^̂   
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í̂mM qIû  7m jßud yj j ü J - « M - ̂  X m fc&ÊL 

"SMJUSTKK, MAAA, ÀÀA, CU. hJUkô  
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í dJ¿l Û  M  ̂

ftsrUJx My /uMéA-lk} HLA M f t v r ^Zl k 

(Ku w fcP^ i t e . 

l l i ö i i U J f k ¿ ? Ht A 
( W x f # ' fciu* 

4 2- .Jí,  /hsuJl  ̂ Muju 

J)auT W  (irt&AsJj JÍMX ty 
UHJÂ tUt-trV* 

z MAUL 

4 i 
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ûtf̂  /hú jJltMlúk* __ 

-  ¡L/íbUi4  JxAjlju) V & M r i J L MímaÍL JkuM 
W J K OJT J J M O P M Á F U Í U J 0  À R J / ) Â U T J L M JLÔSLU 

in j f f l » - ̂ Ju i f t i r A, ÂM̂ -Jln̂  jh JtöYKJL * V 
\fljL frlU  jÂjbUéfrl tkôd Qhvùjû  JdUrMlÂ  -On OïM ÏÏÎW+À 
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September  22, 

Dear Dr. Thoma s: 
I'm writing to you from Topaz, Utah, where I arrived 

yesterday morning on the Western Union after a consid erably 
long trip, lasting some 41 hours. The trip on the train was 
quite an eventful one, since it was the first time I ever took 
a trip out of California. We left Tanforan, 7 PM, friday, Sejht 
18 th. We all ate our dinner very early that evening, ar ound 
4:3U, and then, gathered at the laundry house which had been 
converted into a depot.  x here, our baggages were inspected, as 
we sat on the benches, according to the arrangement made b y the 
car captains. Our car was number 12, the last of 17 car s--
including baggage, dinars and pullmans. 

It certainly was exhilarating to step out of Tanforan a nd 
to get into the trains^ which, while old^were service able and 
fairly comfortable, the seats—velvet lined—could be tilt ed at 
night to form resting chairs. But I didn't pay too much attention 
to the fixtures at first ?because I was more concerned with the 
farewell group lined atop the barracks. The residents we re 
silhouetted against the twilight, and I caught sight of a  sign 
as we left,"So long—See You In Utah.' 1 As we passed barrack 8, 
adjacent t o the tracks, all the people were lined up on t hfe&r 
wooden walks, waiving th&ir hands. 

hen the residential homes appeared, white stucco homes, 
tidy gardens and automobiles. At first, it all seemed lik e a 
dream and seeing a new world. .perhaps, more than anythin g else., 
I felt the freedom of being able to see far and wide, and th e 
sensation of riding on something different from the shoe s that 
carried me around in Tanforan. The scenry was familia r—Burlin-
game, San Mateo, and then hometown, Redwood. I caught sigh t of 
Camel Hump, my favorite hiking grounds, and also "Barn acle Bill", 
the newsboy who works at the station. 

Instead of going across the Dumbarton Bridge, which had  been • 
the route of the previous group, we proceeded down to San Jose. 
There, a curious thing occurred, the car began to move backw ards 
and I noticed in the fast fading light, a new engine attach ed to 
the rear. W When we got to Niles Canyon, the train began to move 
forward again, but in such spasmodic jerks, the people be gan to 
laugh and moan. What was more funny was the lighting of the gas 
lamps. The conductor came in and with a very long rod, li ghted 

on one end, opened up the glass bowl, twisted the gas cock a nd 
lighted the lamp. Some fellows were rolling in the aisle s&n£x 
my curiosity led me to ask the soldier, sikax how old t he trlin 
was. He thought it was about a 191u model. 

When mining came, we were riding along the Feather Riv er 
Route, atop the high Sierras. First, bright red clay bou nd the 
track on my side of the window; later on, the river turned i n 
our favor, and the seen*reminded me of John Muirs's writ ing. 
Breakfast w as served around 9 AM in the diner and consisted of 
scrambled eggs, potato^French Fried; toast and rich coffe e. It 
was tops—clean, atidsifcpsty— 
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Coming back, the car captain passed out orgngss to us an d 
he looked bleary-eyed, having stayed up all night. On the  way 
back from the diner, I met several friends and asked them how they 
liked the train trip. Most of them were too intent up on the scenry 
to answer, a few were snoozing. 

At rortola, the last station in California, we got off  for 
a stretching spe 11 for 15 minutes and my friend and I d ashed to 
the front of the engine, a run of almost 3 blocks. Soldier s were 
stationed at the platform, but werwere allowed to lochl f rom group 
to gfoup. Some people were sending post cards to their fr iends in 
Tanforan. The car captain called us aboard and then the o ld folks 
began getting sentimental about leaving Califor^Ma. "What  a won-
derful State California is? "Maybe this will be the last tim e we'll 
ever see it." 

As we began to roll down the grade, the pine and redwood tre es, 
which so abundantly coated the Sierras, grew less and tu rning a 
knoll, we came upon an idyllic valley which  ,I  thought, w a s a per-
fect spot for a relocation project. The floor of the vall ey w a s 
a meadow of hay and grazing land, broken by patches of trees and 
surrounded by mountain ranges. And with the lessening of trees 
and greenery, came the sage brushes and the desert. Nevada was  one 
long tiresome ride w/U-.IkAÔ  styfling heat, dull mountai ns, white 
salt flats and illusive mirages. The people slept most  of the way 
everyone became more appreciative of California stand made disparging 
remarks about the"hickishness" of Serlach, Jungo, ^ront o--the towns 
we passed thru. But one thing about Nevada, it gave me a r ealiza-
tion of the immensity of our country and of the potentialit ies of 
the west. I guess a lot of people s& have thought of the sa me 
thing. That night, several of us boys, had a session with the sold-
ier assigned to our c ar. A yougg chap from St. Louis, Missouri and 
pleasantly conver-sational, he spoke to us of his expe riences with 
his sargent and how he had dissipated on his furloughs. 

We kept our eyes peeled for the Great Salt Lfctee, but unfort-
unately it was 3 AM,when we passed it fringes and only t he shore 
was dimly outlined. The salt cakes we missed entirely. The train 
rumbled into Salt lake City, 7 AM in the morning and becau se our c ar 
didn't get any steam, we rushed into the prededing car a nd sat on 
the steam heater until we felt the heat ooze thru our shi rts and 
trousers. We gawked at the state capital perhhed hr ato p a hill 
and felt  a t home, seeing the familiar labeis--Swiss, Westinghouse 

White King. We left the city after an hours stop, and bega n 
the last leg of the journey a i&<a 125 ride to Delta. Our hopes 

would fade as the sage and desert--so repulsively remin iscent of 
Nevada, would reappear and then again, we were encouraged when.pine 
trees, grizzled though* they were, appeared. And then arou nd 12=.:  30 
a sudden farm appeared and small town followed suit; we were inD 
Delta. Prom there buses drove us to Topa?. 

A brass band banged aw ay the greeting and we went thru the 
same routine as we did at Tanfor an--medical inspection, being guided 
to our apartments, getting blankets and ticks. When i sur veyed 
the place after dinner, ± decided the place w as pretty big—the 
town  a lone,-is  a mile t̂fiiâ e.and the farming  area — 1 6 ,  ouO acres. 
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Of the administration I have the highest regard after 
attending last night's meeting. At that time, Director E rnst 
and his associates were introduced. A ready sense of wit , geniality 
and intelligBnt--he struck me jin my first impression^ as a humani-
tarian. I'm certain that i sfe&ll enjoy my stay here much, much 
more than 1 did Tanforan. restores the faith I realize now, 
in looking at the whole evaluation in a little better perspe ctive, 
that there are mighty good folks who respect the self-re spect of 
individual personalities. 

Of work, I've discontinued working on the paper, in favor 
of a'o mo re closer work to my pre-legal training, a jun ior accountant. 
And of school, just before leaving Tanforan i received a letter 
from the Student Relocation Council, recommending me to Genera Col-
lege in Beaver  Fa lis,  rnnnsylvania. At present, I am awaiting the 
college catalogueut6ole.arniB.omething about their cur riculum. If 
you could write Mr. Conard a brief note, i would appreciat e it very 
much. But i am not immediately anxious to leave for school, for 
i am finding this experience unique and extremely interest ing. 

But I have been talking altoghhter about my self. In ackn owled-
ging the letter you sent me stv^gnforan?  IV  liked to thank you for 
letting me contribute even a little". An apology for all th e detm 
faces at the meetings, but it seems that's my nature. And I shall 
write to you from time to time, but I guess I had better en d this 
long thing because Fred wants to go to sleep and I'M sitti ng on 
his bed and using his typewriter. 

Sincerely 
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a íajuul /CÄ  4  nmji b w J jrf 

WÂWtuM hM[ájL¿\ \MÌÌMA%À (LO /YvuyuM I Í̂ÍUUa JÌ/MOuJUJi 
7 "  RRTL TZ -tiÁíL (¡MMjZ , 

ttuL ÍJdxJ¿Q 

ÜU4AJL iuxwuf 



!  OÁJB QMSTKSL 

\jnsfUL 

AQMO V  í ^ íUp ,  tû Iŵ ùz Û Uuhuu 
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November 17, 1942 

Mr. Ben Iijlma 
11-6-C 
Central Utah Relocation Project 
Topaz, Utah 

Pear Bern 

Both Br. Thomas and I were much interested in 
your letter of yesterday» Since she had to catch a 
train for a ten-day trip to Poston and Gila, I am going 
to answer for her, as well as myself» She, I an sure, 
will write you on her return* 

In what city is the Hotel Utah located? I am 
certain that you are qualified for much better things 
than being a busboy and I hope you use the new job only 
as a vantage point to look for better things« In any 
case, I 111 bet it will be a tremendous thrill to get 
"outside" again» 

Klkuchi has overwhelmed us again with three 
full diaries and I am chagrlnned when I look at my own 
production of approximately 160 pages» The rainy seaso n 
has started here and meat markets are being closed right 
and left for lack of meat» I had a fine trip to Washirig-
ton and am in the midst of writing reports» The boss 
seems very satisfied with the progress of the study, as 
a whole» 

We afcl send you our very best regards and our 
very best wishes for your future» You must continue 
to keep us informed about your welfare and your where-
abouts» 

Sincerely yours, 

MO/vp 

Morton Grodzins 
Research Assistant 



y HßdUAMJl  ̂
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