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IN OUR TIME,

In 1964, the United States made an historic
declaration of purpose: a nationwide war would
be undertaken to eradicate the age-old scourge
of poverty—and in our time.

The declaration was the Economic Opportuni-
ties Act, which spelled out a new national con-
cept wherein the root causes of poverty in every
community would be sought out and destroyed.

The task would be awesome, affecting nearly
one in every five Americans. But if successful, 40
million Americans would be freed from lives of
grinding poverty and untold future generations
saved from a similar fate.

The AFL-CIO, along with other similarly-
dedicated Americans, had strongly endorsed the
“war-on-poverty” legislation and upon its enact-
ment enlisted in the struggle.

To organized labor the war on poverty was not
a new battle. Poverty in all its forms—illiteracy,
unemployment, low wages, disease, slums and
crime—had been a cause which brought men into
unions as early as the founding years of our
nation.

With each generation of the nation’s growth,
millions of Americans had successfully escaped
poverty through their unions, achieving security
and dignity, decent wages, pensions and leisure
time. Union members and non-union workers
also benefited from labor-supported legislation
which established unemployment insurance, com-
pensation for workers injured on the job, factory
safety laws, housing, legislation, aid to education,
social security, hospital-medical care, civil rights,
child labor and fair labor standards laws.

Each labor-supported gain filled a need and
helped to focus national attention more closely on
the basic problem—poverty itself.

Now, America has taken the full step by recog-
nizing the fact of poverty in the richest nation
on earth.






TO END POVERTY

Today, the war is under way, waged by an
army of experts and thousands of dedicated
volunteers.

Important in all aspects of the program—na-
tionally and locally—are the leaders and rank-
and-file members of organized labor.

In the Washington headquarters of the anti-
poverty war—the Office of Economic Opportun-
ity—the Labor Advisory Council provides the
government with the skilled guidance and coun-
sel of dedicated trade union leaders, and addi-
tional leaders have been called forth to implement
many segments of the national program.

Organized labor has shouldered the responsi-
bility for making its millions of members fully
aware of its multi-purposes and their role in the
anti-poverty program. A national series of area
conferences, sponsored by the AFL-CIO, ac-
quainted state and local body representatives with
the act’s details and the methods whereby they
could participate.

AFL-CIO President George Meany, in a series
of communications, urged all state and local
bodies to participate and each international union
to designate a committee or representatives to
assume the responsibility for their union’s anti-
poverty efforts.

The response from unions all over the nation
was immediate and enthusiastic.

To coordinate this response, the AFL-CIO es-
tablished a special office in its national headquar-
ters through which liaison is maintained with the
Office of Economic Opportunity and all AFL-
CIO unions’ anti-poverty activities.

Thousands of trade unionists today are serv-
ing on committees, formulating programs to up-
root the poverty which scars the young, blights a
neighborhood, and saps a community of its spirit
and purpose.

In some localities anti-poverty programs have
been initiated by labor. In one instance where
skeptics held that no poverty existed, organized
labor undertook surveys which proved them
wrong.
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Local anti-poverty committees have found that
union representatives bring with them the experi-
ence and know-how for organizing people into a
common cause. Union representatives also have
the advantage of day-by-day contact with the
unemployed, the under-employed and the dis-
advantaged—many of them the people the war
on poverty seeks to help.

In each of these programs, labor works with
religious leaders, public-spirited laymen, welfare
workers, school officials, doctors and dentists,
local government officials, the poor themselves—
all those who are interested in helping their fel-
low Americans achieve by self-help and oppor-
tunity their proper share in the nation’s abund-
ance.

In each community’s war on poverty, labor
participation also helps insure that the basic ideals
of the program are retained and local programs
carried out. Unfortunately, more than one anti-
poverty committee has found its ranks infiltrated
by those who seek to frustrate its objectives and
defeat future anti-poverty legislation.

Having fought for nearly two centuries against
poverty, organized labor in America is determined
that the purposes of the Economic Opportunities
Act will be carried out and expanded. To this
goal, labor has enlisted the same zeal it gave to
the achievement of civil rights, economic gains
and social progress.

However, though the war on poverty is an
historic undertaking that promises historic gains,
labor will continue to seek other poverty-defeat-
ing programs, particularly expansion of the Fair
Labor Standards Act to protect additional millions
of Americans, raise the minimum wage to $2 an
hour, provide double time for overtime and es-
tablish a statutory work week of 35 hours. These
improvements alone can create jobs for millions
now jobless and reduce the impact of poverty on
millions of Americans.

Also necessary to overcome poverty are higher
standards of unemployment insurance; realistic
state minimum wage laws; expanded public works
programs and other job-creating and disaster-
lessening legislation.

These legislative goals, coupled with a com-
munity-by-community war on poverty can free
America from the blight of poverty in our time
and make a reality of labor’s philosophy to bring
the most good to the most people in a democratic
society.



For full information on all parts of
the anti-poverty war, contact:
B Your local or international union

or

The AFL-CIO Anti-Poverty Office
Miles C. Stanley

Assistant to the President

815 Sixteenth Street, N.W.
Washington, D. C. 20006

® Your Central Labor Body
® Your State AFL-CIO Organization E

AMERICAN FEDERATION OF LABO!
CONGRESS OF IN]%}JSTRIAL ORGANIZATIONS

ashington, D. C. 20006
GEORGE MEANY
Pregident
WM. F. SCHNITZLER
Secretary-Treasurer

(PUBIJOAT!ON NO. !.87)
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BASIC FEATURES OF
AMERICA’'S WAR AGAINST
POVERTY

Of the many ugmenu which malm
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the most important
because it provides a broad am of
inltiatt;vzo amld m:: for “tf" eom-m
muni unde an anti-pove
ign. Further, the act leaves
to t e community the usponslhilthy
and the moral obligati i
self to action and omn ze. If thon
is no action, this important phase of
the program does not go into effect.

COMMUNITY ACTION PROGRAM

CAP is a local committee rep-
resenting all segments of the com-
munity, including organized labor
and e poor themselves, which
formulates an attack on p
lems throu; sitivo and varied
programs. oderal. funds are avail-
able to finance programs .of local
need, which could include day care
centers, health services, vocational
nhahill'htion, homemaker services
and literacy instruction.

PROJECT HEAD-START
Provides 90 percent Federal funds
for eommlmlt to organize and op-
pn-oehool pnn‘a s to develop
ehildron to their full potential. Pm—
the health and physi-
ul ahlllt of poor ellildnn. de-
velop m.lr self-confidence and in-
crease their learming skills.



The following programs are initiated by various gov-
ernment agencies. In each local area, a government
contract is negotiated with a non-profit organization
to carry out its phase. The staff of each program
works closely with the local Community Action Pro-
gram ( i to dinate over-all efforts and
achieve mutual goals.

JOB CORPS

Provides away-from-home centers for
¥oupg men and women, 16 through
1, in a coordinated program of basic
education, skill training, and con-
structive work experience. Designed
for youth lacking schooling and
skills for meaningful employment.

*"Z NEIGHBORHOOD YOUTH CORPS

t" Provides at-home full or part-time
work experience and trainingt for
youth, 16 through 21, nnahlinF hem
to stay in or return to school or in-
crease emplo?bilit . Youngsters
work in hospitals, lement houses,
schools, parks.

VOLUNTEERS IN SERVICE

TO AMERICA

Provides an opportunity for those,
18 and over, to join the war on
roverty. Volunteers ($50 monthly and
iving allowance) will work with ur-
ban and rural poor community action
programs, and in hospitals and men-
tal institutions.



WORK-STUDY PROGRAM

Provides part-time work for college students from
low income families. On-campus jobs to include
dormitory and plant maintenance, food service and
clerical work. Off-campus to include work as tutors,
youth workers.

SPECIAL PROGRAMS TO COMBAT POVERTY
IN RURAL AREAS

Provides loans and technical assistance to help
very low income farm families to increase their in-
come from farming or in other ways. Loans also
assist rural families develop new opportunities for
earning added income as well as to start or
strengthen cooperatives serving these families.

ASSISTANCE FOR MIGRANT WORKERS
AND FAMILIES

Provides grants, loans and loan guarantees to as-
sist states and localities for special needs in hous-
ir;lg,ldsanitation. education and the day care of
chiidren.

EMPLOYMENT AND INVESTMENT
INCENTIVES PROGRAM

Provides loans for small businesses, including re-
tail and service enterprises employing three or
fewer persons.

WORK EXPERIENCE PROGRAM

Provides funds for projects to help unemployed
fathers and other needy persons to gain work ex-
erience and job training, principally for jobless
g_aﬂs of families in which there are dependent
children.

ADULT BASIC EDUCATION PROGRAM

Provides assistance to states for special programs
of literacy instruction.



