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At the closing session of Section VI-F y ife, Livin Arrangements
and Housing-Mr. Bleeker !Larquette, chairman of the sub-caw-ittee on Housing
and Living Arrangements, recommended that the Social Security Act be ameionded
to nemrit old age assistance to persons residing in institutions for the aged.

Mr. L.arquettels sub-com ittee also recormmeded that:

(1) :Maxiums on old ae. assistance payments should be elininated.

(2) "Arbitrary" maximum for purposes of Federal mnatching funds
should be eliminated .:ithout nrecessari-y changing th. nmatching formula on
vihich pamlents of such funds are based.

(3) Variations in residence requirements, as between Stcat s, c:re a
hiLdrance and uniform residence laws f'or aged assistance recipionts should
be enacted.

(4) "1A proper governmental agency"l should havw the responoibility of
inspecting and liclnsing institutions for the agod.

ILr. Mkerquett_3 also read a reccanendetion calling for housing facili-
ties for the aged. "None tare being provided for those who need t he
declared, tt~t is a job for private enterprise, and private entorpr4.se should
bk sthau]ated to do samething. It is an opportunity for the> linited dividend
corporation, the cooperatives, inrsurmnce companies, aind shoukl be stinaulatod
also with Governnent loans."

Dr. Ernest U. Burgess, co-chaiman of Section VI, set off-> a chlzain of
controversy by introducing a resolution calling for the Federal Security
A1gencyx to "provide an administrative unit id&thin the agency" to stiiulate
intercst, action and research in the problems of time aging.

The resolut ion a s finally adopted reads as follows:

"Be it resolved that we recommend that the Federal Security Agency
provide machincry:

RECEIVE,
"lFirst to stimulate interest, action and research in aging;
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"ISecond, to receive and distribute funds for domonstration projects
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"tThird, to serve as a clearing house for information about action
and research in aging;

"Fourth, to facilitate tho exchange of ideas and information by
holding, preferably, an annual conference;

"It is further resolved that we recoi-renLd that the FSA cooperate
with other govern-ental end voluntary agencies in such ways as mavy seea
appropriate and to assure the maximun utilization of private and local
resources in dealing with the problems of agiag."'

The first person to rise in protest of the original resolution
was The Rev. Walter R. Harrison, superintendent of the Lutheran Hwoe for
Orphans, Philadelphia. Rev. Harrison said he was opposed to the idea of
Government "getting into a problem like this too deeply." He said he
would like to see the resolution defeated and the National Comrmittce on
Aging rode the "spearhead" of future programs for the agig. He also
wanted to know the status of the National Committee on .AIging, and why it
was "bypassed in favor of the Conference on Aging."

Rev. Harrison's remarks were challenged by Charles I. Schottland,
chairman of the sub-comw.mttee on Services for the Aedged. Mr.. Schottland
argued for adoption of the resolution. He countered Rev. Harrisonts
sta.temlent that Governmcnt does not get "dow to the grass roots" byr stating
that it is the national welfare organizations who do not got doNrn to the
grass roots because they have neither the funds nor the resources.

"Government is in the problem of aging, whether we like it or not, "
Mr. Schottland asserted. "Local and State governrenrs., as well as the
Federal government, are spending millions of dollars annually on the
aged," he said.

He Us supported by Dr. Cecil G. Sheps, School of Public Health,
University of North Carolina, who declared that Goverrnont should
"continue to play its important role with regard to the aging."

Recomm.ondations froem Mr. Scilottl,-mdts sub-comrmitte called for
Federal assistanice in providing resources by which services to the aged
could be given. His recommendations were:

(1) The Federal Security Agency, or scme other Federal agency,
should take the lead in providing resources for services for the agAd.

(2) There should be established a national citizens ca=.iittee to
promote interest in the needs of the aged on a national basis, with
St-te and municipal counterparts.

(3) The Federal Security Agency, or another Federal agency, sl.ould
send out consultants to help commnunities with their progra-us for the aging,
as the Children Bureau does for commaunity programs for children.


