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IMVMEDIATE RELEASE

Summarizing at the last general section of the Conference on i
for Section VII, Creative and Recreational Activities, Dwight Cook,
Conference Moderator, said Section VII concluded that creative ability
does not disappear with age, and that creative and recreational tech-
nigues and facilities should be made more widely available to older people.

The Section VII delsgates, Mr. Cook pointed out, agreed that not
enough is known as to the needs of the aging in the creative and recrea-
tional area to fulfill the satisfactions older people reguire. He seid
also, the Section VII conferees decided thet methods of getting communities
to provide more for the creative and recreationel needs of the aging necd
further exploration. Steps must be taken to give such activities higher
prestige ir the community. .

Following Moderator Cooke's summary, Mrs. Helen Hardy Brunot,
Chairman of Section VII, seid thet this Section stressed the social and
psychological values of creative and recreational activitiss for older
people. She said Section VII delegetes sensed deeply the basic humen need
for participation and doing which crestive znd recreational activity
satisfies, but opporturities Tor which scem to lessen as one grows older.
Such opportunitiecs for expression and participation by older people in
all aspects of living in the home and in the cormmunity skould be given
greater consideration, the Chairman explained. She emphasized, howcver,
that Scetion VII delegates asked for a sharing of such opportunitiss by
both young and old alike. They should be regarded, she said, not as a
substitute for work opportunities but as supplcmental to them.

Subsection II-B, taking up Social and Fhysical Activities for the
aging, reported that "the homebound older people who cannot take advantage
of social centers and the.like arc Ifrequently over looked in recrontion
planning.” In meeting this situaticn, the dclegatos cxplaincd, older pcople
can often be of help.

"Church orgenizations can make a contribution to reereation for
the physically handicapped who are not completely homebound,” the Subsection
concluded. This can be done "by collecting the physically handicapped
persons in cars or busses and bringing them to social gethcrirgs, suppers
and the like."

AECENED

TITUTE OF T,
Iuoul:TsmAL RELATIONS NOV 20 1350



-2 -

The Subsection concluded that "the average community center is
serving only a small percent of the community,"™ and that progressive
leadership is needed to reach larger numbers of older people. Such leader-
ship is nceded to reach larger rumbers of older people. Such leadership
should be shared, bringing into the program &s many pcople, both youug
and old, who 2re intercsted ond capable and willing to help.

Subsection III-A, Rural and Agricultural, concluded that "thore is
2 necd for better inerprctation of what recreation is -- that such intor-
pretation would place recreation clong with education, health ard other
public services as an csscntial human need for people of all ages.®

Subscetion III-C, Urban and Industrial, c2lled for a "great deal
more ~ttention to be given %o plenning for older people who do not parti-
cipate in any progra," for the "alumni" of labor, the professions, =1ud
industry. This group pointed to the neecd for more activities in which lurger
numbers of the aged may participate or share enjoyment.

In discussing the provision of crentive and recrcational aetivities
for older persons in urban and industrial areas, the delegates said
comrunities should fird out what is available to serve local needs, makc
use of what is available, coordinatc 21l programs as rmuch as necessary
and possible, make new facilities availuble or revise those now availahie
to mect currert needs.

Section VII expressed appreciation to the Federal Security Agency
for its sponsorship of the Conferonce on Aging. The Scction voted in
favor of the estabiishment of = national council on aginrg, and asked thet
a message be sent to President Truman asking that considcration of the
problems of the aging be made a continuing responsibility of the Fedcrnl
Government.



