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Members of the Conference: g

Mr. Ewing has told you something about.the ideas and questions which
have motivated the calling of this Conference on Aging., I shoula like to
take a few minutes to tell you about the hackground of the Conference and
about the way it will proceede.

The discuséions of the National Health Assembly of 1948 brought into
relief many oroblems related to ‘our aging ﬁonulation. As a result,

Vre Ewing asked me to establich an Agency cormittes to revisw the situation
and to report to him on how adequately eiisting progréms were meeting the
needs of older people. .

I have had the privilege of working very closely.with that Committee
and I want to take this opportunity to congratulate the memhers on +he good
job they did—-while carrying on théir usual full-time duties, The Committee
drew on the varied experience of its members, who individually explored the
literature, discussed problems with their colleagues, and talked with many
non-governmental experts throughout the country. The Cormittce's work was
one of the major factors lcading to this Conference, so I am espgcially glad
to welcome today the Chairman of this Working Committee--Miss dJane Hoey,

Director of the Burecau of Public Assistance, who is sitting here beside me.
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The tangible product of the labors of this Committee is the pro-
gress report to the Administrator which is know to all of you under the
title, "Programs for an Aging Population."

During the months before this, we in the Federal Security Agency
had felt the impact of the growing interest throughout the country in the
problems of aging. Besides the interest of the many individuals inturvieved
by the Committee, there were a great many leticrs asking for informotion,
cxpressing concern, or commenting on some aspect of the problem,

Accordingly I sent the Conmittee's Report to 350 leading men and
women and csked for their comments and suggestions. Almost without
exception, the response was irmediate and enthusiastic. Many of the
replies called for =2 Confercnce, national in scope and representative of
the numerous interestse

At the same time, President Truman-—knowing of the work of the
Agency Committee--asked Mr., Fwing to explore the whole field in greater
detail, In light of the Pr:sident's request, and in resvonse to the growing
interest, we accepted the responsibility of organizing this Confercnce as
the first national forﬁm for the exchonge of facts, cxperiences, and ideas
in this field,

The first step was to decide what kind of Cenference it would be.

Our experience with the Report had made it clear that very many people and
very many are2s of interest are involved, and that there are several asmects
of 2ging zbout which little is know, The situation secemed to call for =an
expleratory forum of and by the people who are-doing the work——out in the

States and communities and in the many organizations, private and public.
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Yic came to the conclusion--corcurred in by the Advisory Committee—-
that the substantive planning of the Conference should be done by men and
women selected on the basis of their broad experience, their lesdership,
and their knowledge of specific areas, rcgardless of their affiliations
with particular organizetionse To facilitate the planning, ten broad
arcas of interest were defineds These represent the ten sections of the
Conference., We then set up for each Section, a Szcretariat composed of
government workers, from the Federzl Security A:ensy and other agsncies and
Departmentse The Secretariat, with advice from many sources, sought out the
leaders who are herc today as y»ur Planning Committees.

e all owe a great deal to the chairmen and members »f the Planning
Committeese They took over their assignments sericusly, and here in the
middle of the vacation sezson have met two or three times to work
conscientisusly on planning the det=ails of each Section's activity. They
also have developed the membership of their Secti-ns; almost 211 of the
delcgates were nominated by one or more members of the Plarming Committees.
So, although many of you may feel that you are meeting your co-workers for
the first time, you can be assured that you and y-ur work is well known to

" the group.
The Content cf the Conference

Ve have been deeply impressed by the unanimity of viewpoint among
the Planning Committecs and by the fact that their philesaphy coincides
with that which we in the Federal Security Agency had developed in nur own

work and discussionse. Thus, although each Section will bring out a grest deal
of det2iled fact and many--not alw-ys consistent—-spini»ns, the content .f
the Conference as a whole will relate tc 2 few basic assumptione »n which

most of us are agreed at the outscte
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Our first assumption is that slder pecple are assets t3> cur scciety
and tc its economy. They are not "problem children" t> be shunted inte the
backwaters of life. The Conference will explore ways of releasing the
capacities of older people for productive work, for creative living, and
for lezdershipe The full particination of nlder people in the life of the
family, the commnity, and the Mation is especially needed not only in this
time of emergency--but at all times,

Second, adjustment to aging is primarily 2 responsibility of the
individual. I am surec nc one here--and I am d~ubly sure I sperk for those
of us in the Aigency--has any thought os setting up a paternalistic system
to provide scrvices to older people which they cculd provide for themselves.
In fact, I am sure that some »f you will be thinking of ways t> release many
of them from "over-protection" by families, agencies, and institutions, The
thrught of everyone seems to be focused on the goal of creating a sncial and
physical envircnment in which older pecple can make a2 happy adjustment to
aging; in which they can carry on for themselves,

Several of the Secticns, therefore, will be concerne? with identifying
the needs of clder pécple. Vhat dces society need to do to assure them of
cppertunities for recreatisn and continuing educatin in the art of living?
What is needed to assure opportunities for suitable living arrangements; for
physical and emotional health; for religius experience? Planning to meet
these needs depends heavily »n how thoroughly these areas are exploreds

Our third assumption is thzt the creation of an envir>nment in which
clder pecple may adjust to aging will call for changing attitudes >n the part
of many individuals and many social groups. It may also ca2ll for resrgani-
zation of community agencies and services. Several Sections will be concerned

with these critical problems >f group psychology and community organizaticon,
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Fourth, research on the problems of aging ancd the training ~f rro~

fessi-nal perscnnel to work in the field are essential. Not only must we

continue expanding the body of knowledge and the supply of skilled
in the biological sciences, but also in the social sciences and in
nylogical fields, I am sure that each Seétion will threow light on
in its area. One Section will f-cus particularly >n the needs for

None of the Sectinns will be able to give final, definitive
ation to all problems. As we all know, soms of the broad problems
have been very little explored. A good deal of research will have

before they are fully understoode Alss, the total problem of aging

rersonnel
the tech—
these needs
personnsl,
consifer—~
of aging
t> be done

is s~ vast

that not even ten sections can give it adequate c nsiderati-n within a three-

day pericd. I think it is very importent, h-wever, that each Section should

ring up 211 of the problems th=t come to mind,. even though all cannot be

discussed in detaile Only through the fullest mssible expressiosn

by every

delegate will it be possible to stimulate thinking and action across the

United States,

There ‘will be overlapping of subject-matter am:ng the secti-

nse. The

prcblems a2re not rmutually exclusive, One phase of life is c:ntingent upon

another., This overlapping is inevitable; and it is most 3Jcsirable,

The

Planning Committees have tried to avoid narrow specializatisn by assigning

some delegates with special competence in a certain field t- a Section

dealing primarily with another area, Thus, there are rhysicians and labor

representatives in the Sections on Education and Living Arronpements;

clergymen in the Sectinsn on Health Maintenance; teachers in the Seetion on

Religisus Services; and s» ons Preblems which can receive -nly nassing

attention in scme sections will receive detailed consicderation in another,
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The Ferum Icea

This is a discussion Conference. Although the pattern will vary

from Section to Section, the basic procedure in all will be essentially

that of a work meetings We expect that the sections will arrive at general
agreements on most points with reference to the nature of the problems and
the lines of action that could and should be taken. We anticipate little, if
any, formal voting.

We want this to be as much like a town-meeting as the diversity -f
interests and personalities in the Sections will permit., The Federal Security
Agency is merely providing the facilities and staff. The Secretzrizts are
your staff, working at the direction of your Planning Committees, Final
determination of the subject-mattir to be considered in the Conference rests
with youe To be sure, the FPlanning Committees have sent materials to you,
but these are only springboards fcr the development of your ~wn a2genda, It
is for you to decide priorities,

Neither your Committees nor the Federal Security hAgency has tried to
define "21d age", We all realize that any chronclogical cut-~cff--szy, 95
or 105 years—--would be an arbitrary and perhaps faliacious basis ~n which to
discuss the problems of agings Perhaps the definition of "21d age" will vary
with the problem under consideration, I would remind y-u, however, that our
Conference is on Aging~-a rather lengthy nrocess. It is this lonz nrocess,

incidentially, which I believe gives me full rieht t» particinate here.

There is another sound reason for those of us who zre relatively y-ung

in years to participate., That is this fact——that ~ur sclutions of many of the
problems of "old age" depend to marked degree upon how we apnroach and adjust

tc the aging processs That adjustment, I believe, should start early,
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In keeping with the public forum idea, we have restrinte? the :? r

of Federal employses participating in the Conference sectiznse This is nut
to say that F.deral emplcyees are not citizens in gnod standing. Notwith-

X

stonding our status, however, we have limited the ratin of Feleral cmployse

wmw

to the total body of delegates to about 1 in 20, These men 2nd wrmen herc
have been selected as individuals representing fiel?s in which trey zra
experts. bThey do not represent the agéncies or departments in wiich they
are employede

The Confercnce Report

The plan is te have each Sectinn come up with a renort at the conclu-
sirn of the Conference. In zénor?l, we hore that these rerarts will define
the problems identified by the delecates, sugpest the lines »f action asreed
unon, and where appronpriate, maks rectmmendati-ne for actisn by both voluntary
and ~fficial agencies., Cf c-urse, the reports will requre some revisiosn and
editing before rublicatizn, but we want the several working grouns to -artici-
pate in this and to take resmonsibility for the final report,

We plan to nublish a report ~f the Conference that will be usaful
throughout the country to the numerous anl varied groups who are intercsted
in the probliems of aringe We don't know yet what type of rensrt will best
serve thut purpose an? we went ycur help in deciding. This we know--whatever
form the publication taken, it will not be a rerort of a govornment lgency.
It will be your report: the repcrt of the Conference on Agince

We know that there will be a gond deal of veriati~n in the conclusions

reached by the Sections: Some problem-areas, such as chrenic :liscase,
gerontolory, and financial sscurity, have been studied for a number »f

vears. A god' deal is knowrand the methods of further study are fairly
well-estavlishede Other problems of aging—such as living arrangements and
family relatisns--arc just coming into public consci~usness, In such 1little

developed arcas, you may nnt be able tc accomplish more than a preliminary
exploratione
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Yhatever you 3¢, the deliberatisns and fincdings of this Confersnce
will mark an advance over our present knowledpe >f these vast and eomplex
problems related tc an aging nopnlation, So little has been done that we ean
surely nredict that your work in the next twe days will bring new hope to
millicns of older people now, and a brighter prospect =f the opevming
generatisons who will be "aging" as the years 2o bye

I want to remind y-u that Section mestings anc general scssions of
the Conference are open to the press. Spscial facilities have been rroviced
for members of the nress to zet the informaticn they nece? from the sub~
secticns without cisturbing the liscussions of ycur working grourse Ina
very few minutes, the University of Chicagc Reundtable, devoted this week
to this Conference, will be broadcast from the next room, All of you are
invited to attend, At twn clclock, the Secticns will have their first
meetingse The locaticns of these meetines are shown in your progroms o

The Conference is n~w yours,
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