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Members of the Conference:

MN. Ewing has told you something about the ideas and questions wh.ich

have motivated the calling of this Conference on Aging. I should like to

take a few minutes to tell you about the background of the Conference and

about the way it will Droceed.

The discussions of the Natiional Health Assembly of' 1948 brought into

relief many prob'lens related to our aging ponulation. As a result,

Hr. Ewing asked me to establish an Agency committee to review the situation

and to report to him on how adequately existing programs were meeting the

needs of older people.

I have had the privilege of irvor'king very closely with that Conmnittee

and T want to take this opportunity to congratulate the memncrs on thtc good

job they did--while carrying on their usural full-time duties, The Clonrittae

drewi on the varied experience of its members, who individually explored the

Aiterature, discussod problems ;,ith their colleagues, and talked with many

non-governmental expcrts throughout the country. The ConMitte Is work was

one of the marror factors loading to this Conference, so I am especially glad

to welcome today the Chairman of this Working Committee--Miss Jane Hoey,

Director of the Bureau of Public Assistance, who is setting here beside me.

Before the Conference on Aging, Shoreham Hotel, lY(ashinIton, D.C., Sundlay,
August 13, 1950, 12:00 Nbon EDT.
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The tangible product of the labors of this Committee is the pro,-

gress report to the Administrator which is know to all of you under the

title, "Programs for an Aging Population."

During the months before this, we in the Federal Security Agency

had felt the impact of the growing interest throughout the country in the

problems of aging. Besides the interest of the many individuals int oviJ,. ed

by the Committee, there wore a great many letters asking for inforrmation,

expressing concern, or commcnting on some aspect of the problem.

Accordingly I sent the Cori-sittee's Report to 350 leading men and

women and asked for their comments and suggestions. Almost without

exception, the response was immediate and enthusiastic. Many of the

replies called for Conference, national in scope and representative of

the nu'erous interests.

ait the same time, President Truman-knowing of the work of the

Agency Committee--asked. Mr. Ewing to explore the whale field in greater

detail. In light of the Pr-sidunt's request, and in resoonse to the growing

intorest, we accepted the responsibility of organizing this Confercnce as

the first national forum for the exchange of facts, experiences, and ideas

in this field.

The first step was to decide wheat kind of Conference it would be.

Our experience with the Report had made it cle.-,.r that vary-many people and

very many areas of interest are involved, and that there are several aspects

of aging about which little is know. The situation seemed to call for an

exploratory forum of and hZ the people who are doing the work-out in the

States and communities and in the many organizations, private 2nd public.
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Vdo came to the conclusion--concurred in by the Advisory Cormittee-

that tho substantive planning of the Conference should be done by men and

women selected on the basis of their broad experience, their leadershipp

and their knowledge of specific areas, regardless of their affiliations

with particular organizations. To facilitate the planning, ten broad

areas of interest were defined. These represent the ten sections of the

Conference. We then set up for each Section, a Secretariat comnosed of

government workers, from the Federal Security AMency and other agencies and

Departments. The Secretariat, with advice from many sourcess sought nut the

leaders who are hero today as your Planning Committees.

7voe all owe a great deal to the chairmen and members of the Planning

Committees. They took over their assifnments seriously, and hcre in the

rimiddle of the vacation season have met. two ovr three times to work

conscientiously on planning the details of each Section's activity. They

also have developed the membership of their Sections; almost all of the

delegates were nominated by one or more members of the Planning CGormeittees.

So, although many of you may feel that yoru are meeting your o-oV;rkers for

the first time, you can be assured that you and your work is Novell knoXiwn to

the group.

The Content of the Conference

V:e have been deeply impressed by the unanimity of viewpoint among

the Planning Committees and by the fact that their ohilosophy coincides

with that which we in the Federal Security Agency had developed in our !wn

work and discussions. Thus, although each Section will bring out a great deal

of detailed fact and many-not alw ys consistent--,pinions, the cIntent .Jf

the Conference as a whole will relate to a few basic assumptions On v}hich

most of us are agreed at the outset.



-4-

Our first assumption is that older people are assets t, our s- ciAtv

and to its economry. They are not "problem children" to be shunted into the

backwaters of life. The Conference will explore ways of relensing the

capacities of older people for productive work, for creative living, and

for leadership. The full participation of -lder people in the life 'of the

family, the communit-y, and the Nation is especially needed not only in this

time of -emergency--but at all times.

Second, .djustment to aging is primarily a responsibility of the

individual. I am sure no one here--and I am d-ubly sure I spe-k for those

of us in the Lgency--has arn thought os setting up a paternalistic system

to provide services to older people which they could provide fr Ithemselves.

In fact, I amt sure that some of you will be thinking of ways tm release many

of them from "over-protection" by families, agencies, and institutions. The

thought of everyone seems to' be focused on the goal of creating a sncial and

physical environment in which older people can make a happy adjustment to

aging; in which they can carry on for themselves.

Several of the Sections, therefore, will be concerne& with identifying

the needs of W;' er pecople. That c--es society need t" do t:' assure them of

cpportunities f'or recreation and continuing educati-n in the art of living?

What is needed tJ assure opportunities for suitable living arrangements; for

physical and emotional health; for religious experience? Planning tD meet

these needs depends heavily fan how thoroughly these areas are axpl red.

Our third assumption is that the creation of an envir.nment in which

-older people moay adjust to aging will call for changing attitudes Dn the part

of many individuals and many social groups. It may also call fr reorgani-

zation of community agencies and services. Several SectiDns will be concerned

with these critical problems Df group psychology and community crganizati~n.
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Fourth, research on the problems of -ging and the training ~-f o

fessi-nonl personnel to work in the field are essential. Not Dnly must we

continue expanding the body of knowledge and the suoply )f skilled r-rsormel

in the biological sciences, but also in the social sciences and in tht tech-

nological fields. I am sure that each Section will throw light on these needs

in its area. One Section will f'cus particularly on the neods for pr-rsnn.l

None of the Sections will be able to give final, definitiv'2 consi-er-

atio'n t- all problems. As we all kmnow some of the broad problems DfIging

have been vrery little explored. A pooldi deal of research will have to be clone

before they are fully understood. Also, th(a t;-tal problom of aging is soavast

that nnt even ten sections can givs it adequate c-nsidleration .within a three-

day perin d. I think it is very ispqrtant, however, that each Section s-.uld

bring up all :f the problems that come to mind, even thDugh all cannot be

discussed in detail. Only through the fullest rossible expression b-y everj

delegate will it be possible to stimulate thinking an- action across the

United States.

There will be overlanping of subject-mattver amirng the secti-ns. The

problems are not raitually exclusive, One phase of life is contincent upon

another. This overlanp)in is inevitable, and it is most 3esirable. The

Planning Committees have triecd to avoid narrcw specialization by assigning

some delegates with snecial competence in a certain field t-) a Sectinn

deal-ing primarily with another area. Thus, there are rhysicians and labor

representatives in the Sections on Education an.' Livinq Arr-nnements;

clergymen in the Section on Health Maintenance; teachers in the Secti.n ,n

Religious Services; and s-) on. Problems which can receive rnly nassing

attention in some sections will receive detailed consideration in another,
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The Forum Idea

This is a discussion Conference. Alth-ugh the pattern will vary

from Section to Section, the basic procedure in all will be essentially

that of a work meeting. We expect that the sections will arrive at gcnoral

agreements on most points with reference to the nature of the pr blems an,>'

the lines of action that could and should be taken. WVe anticipate little if

arn, formal voting.

We want this to be as much like a town-meeting as the diversity f

interests and personalities in the Sections will permit. The Federal Security

Agency is merely providing the facilities and staff. The Secretariats are

your staff, working at the direction of your Planning Committees. Final

determination of the subject-mattcr to be considered in the Cnference rests

with you. To be sure, the Planning Committees have sent materials to you,

but these are only springboard's for the development of your own agenda. It

is for you to decide priorities.

Neither your Comnittees nor the Federal Security Agency has tried to

define "i-d age" We all realize that any chrcn-logical cut-Jff--s!s'y, 95

or 105 years--would be an arbitrary and perhaps fallacious basis ,n which to

discuss the problems of aging. Perhaps the d!efiniti(n of ".)ld age" will vary

with the problem under consid.erati'.n. I would remind y-up however, that our

Conference is on Aging--a rather lengthy nrocess. It is this lmrn nrocess,

incidentially, which I believe gives me full right ti participate here.

There is another sound reason for those of us who are relatively y-ung

in years to participate. That is this fact-that o-ur soluti ins of many of the

problems of "old age" denendl to marked degree upon hw we aproroach and ajust

to the aging process, That adjustment, I believes should start early.



In keening with the p-ublic forum idnea, we haore restri tr t'se -7i' v

of Feleral urplny es mpaticirpating in the Conference secti ns. This is n-t

to say that F deral enplcyees are not citizens in rood staning. N't-ith-

stennling our status, however, we have limited the ratio of Fe<C r..l crno-osr;Z

to the total boey of delegates t) ab-ut 1 in 20. These men an-' -wrrmen here

have been selected as individuals representing' fieldls in which tiey cre

experts. They do not represent the agencies or .denartrments in w-iich t'hey

are empl-yed.

The COnfercnce Report

The plan is to have acch Sectio<n come u- with a renort at the conclu-

sio)n ^,f the Cc-nference. In wenornl, we hore that these re-nrts will '.efine

the pr-hblems iV-entified by the -ielecates, sugrest the linus 'f actibn aoree3.

unIn, an,.. where anpronriate, makio recn,.<ernenati ns for acti-n by both v,~luntary

and -fficial aodencies. Cf c-urse, the rep>'rts will requre sone revisin and.

d9.itinr before nublicati-n, but wue want the several working ,rr 'us t' -oartici-

Date in this anc7 to tako res'onisibility for the final report0

Wlie plan to) nublish a rer,;,rt -f the Conference that will be useful

througvh:ut the c.;untry to the numerous and! varied groups whi rIre inter, stcr

in the prnoberns of an-mr. We don't knw)vr yet what type ,f ro-prt will best

serve th.t purloose an5 we want your help in drecidinn7. This wi knj-,-whtever

f'rm the publicati:n taken, it will n-t be a rernrt xf a Fev.Xrnincnt- AFrency.

It will be yDur report: the rerprt Af the C-nference n Agin,-

lie know that there will be a =-od d..eal of verinti-n in the conclusi-ns

reached by the Sections: Some problen-areas, such as chrcnic f.isease,

gerontoloc'y, and' financial security, have been studiecd f-r a nuir.er .f

Vyears. A goo .-leal is known anld the methods of further stuy:. are fairly

well-established. Other prroblems of aging-such as living arran'er'.-i-nts ant'

family relati)ns---arr just coning into public consci-usnesso In such little

d~eveloped areas, you my nrt be able to accomplish more than a -,relininary
exploration.
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W:hatever you drs the deliberations and findings of this Conference

will mark an avancoo over our present knowledge Df these vast and. compl1x

problers related to an agfing popul:ltion. So little has been ro)ne that we can

surely -redict that your work in the next two days wiUl bring nev; hope to

millions of oclder people nowp and a brighter prospect -f the o~cnminC
generatio ns who will be 11apin?,W as the years eo by.

I want to remind yi u that Section meetings ,n' general s55sgfLns^f

the Conference are open to the press. Spetcial facilities have been rravi.

for members of the nress to gret the informetion they ne6 from the sub-

sections without Cisturbing the -discussions of y-ur w:-rking .rours. In a

very few minutes, the University of Chicac Rundtables devoted this week

to this Conference, will be broac1cast from the next r;m. All of you are

invited to attend, At two) (7clock, the Sections will have their first

meetings. The l>caticns of these meetinps are shown in y-.ur progrorms *

The Conference is n-%w yours.

_ 30 _


