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(A 1list of the delegates of this scetion is available in the Press Room)

CONFIRENCE ON AGING Procecdings
August 13-15, 1950 ; Section V

The Shoreham Hotel Education fcr an Aging
Washington, D, C, Population

Russell, Ex. 6300 Ext. 4625 Morning session, Auge 15

Approved by Wilma Dcnahue, Chairman

IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Donald Oe. Cowgill, reporting to the full Section the recommcndations
of a subcormittce on cclleges, said that the institutions of higher cduca-
tion should accept responsibility on cducation for an oging population in
four arcas: Leadership in rescarch; leadership training for all profcssiom
al groups; programs for th. aged thomselves, as part of a total commmity
cffort; and undergraduate gencral cducation,

Another special intcrost subcommittec, the adwlt cducotion group,
reported that ad hoc arrangements had been wnde to scnd anccdotal accounts
of local programs in the intersst of the aged to E. J. Soop; fur trans—
mittal to all intercsted persans, A& similar plan vas developed by the
library group, worling through the American Library Assnciation, The
Association will compile a 1list of libraries now conducting prograns vhich
involve the aged. This group stated that librarics, lilte othor ness nedia,
"eannot be expected to take the initabtive but alinys to assist in the
solution of this and other commnity probloms,"

The subcomuittee specially cuncerncd with health problous reported
the nced for c¢dueation of the clinical physicicns on all aspects of the
aging pepulstion, Spoaling for that group, Dr, A. J. Tutl

reconnended
the offoring of courses on discases of the aged by such commnity organi-
zations as the Red Cross. Ropresentatives of business and industry felt
that industry, trade organizations and unions should further promcte
research and cxperiments on retircriont policics, and urged that good
beginnings alrcady made should be further studicd and extended. Speald ng
for soeinl vorkers, Manfred Lilliefors, saw scvercl ways in which sueial
workers could and should vork closely with educators in dealins vith
problems of the aging,
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Henry S, Curtis, urged that iustitutions of higher cducation
establish colleges expecially for asged persons. These would have their
oun cempuses, soraritics and fratornitics, and athletic ficlds, for
shufflc board ond bouling on the greens Only persons would be admitbted
who othervisc met college requircments, such as high school grad

Evorett C. Preston, said that in vicew of the small proportion of
persons vho are high school gradustes, espeecially am older grcups, the
community collcge, in which all seguaents of the pepulation might attend
together, scempd to offor botter possibilitics, Cthor persons felt that
facilitics of institutions not now being used could be employed for
expanding prograss for the aged, Mr. Cowsill stated his impression that
older students resented secpregation.  This discussion was concluded 1'"it}HECEIVEI
the view that in addition te the large proportion of scrvides for the
aged that should be offered on an intejrated basis, somc special servicgs, o) 1950
were alsc needed,
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Following tine suggestion made ot resterdayls arternoon scssion
by Dr. Martin Gumpert, Hew York physician, the scction adepted a
resolution calling for the Federal Sceurity A:ency to sct up a unit to
cncourage study and action on the problems of the oging., The restluticn
called for this unit to scrve as a clearinghcuse of information by
various nethods, including the calling of periodic confironccs, Anotior
resolution passed by the scction, callcd for the conferince direchor to
estoblish, in the words of its autiicr, John Powell, an "inberin corsulbn-~
tive cormittee of an advisory nature.!

"The American people" should develop a breoad orogran of cducation
to mecet the needs of an aging popul~ticn, according to the finnl ron .t
accepted by this scetion, Based on recormendations and reporits of o
subsections, the report s preparcd by o cuwdttec of six delegabtes,
Huzh Mosters, Educational Director, Kclloge Foundation, acting as chaiv-
nane This report was aceccpted, to be considered as adopted, pending
revisions made in light of any comnments nzade by delogntes within a nonthe
The firal reoport called for the dovelopnent of progrons "to aelp edch
person reghrdless of age to sharc up to his capacity c.." It said,
"Opportunities should thercfore be provided for older pecple to contribute
to and sharc in the total comrmnity processes affecting cducation and the
general welfore,!

It called for inclusion of information in elerentary nnd secondary
school prograis on the "changes that ccecur- vith age and upon the develon—
nent of favorable attitudes tovard older persons.!

Educational pregrans for the aging should be desijned to promcte
continuous lecarrning throughcut maturity, continues the repert, and include
these areas: carly preparatisn for econcrnic sccurity
develeprient of sceondary skills of vocaticnal value
physical health
perscnal adjustrient and nmentnl health
satisfactory faully and group nonbership
recreational satisfaction and leisure-tine activitics
social participation nnd civie respensibility
religicn
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In seneral, the report called for, in the developrient of educaticnal
activities, intec_ration with the totael cowrwnity sroup, inelnding all
agencies, nnd making use of all ncdia of communictticn,



