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IMEDIATE RELELSE

At the fourth and final session of Section Ib, of which Dre Philip
Hauser was chairmon, the group discussod and adopted the following summory
statenent on population chonges und ceonomic implications in relation to
the problem of aginge :

There are ovor 11.%;- million people, or 7-%,‘% of the total population, in
the United States today 65 yenrs of age and overe Thoir number has quade
rupled during tho last half contury while the entire population hivs only
doublcde In 1500 thore was 3 million persons 65 and over, meking up about
4% of all our pcoplee By 1975 we will have about 30 million porsons in this
classe :

The aging of our population poses many social and economic problemse
Among, the most important is that of assuring older people the mcans for
attoining o satisfying lifce Only 25% of our people 65 and over arc employed
== 437 of the mon and % of thé womene

Older people also have family rosponsibiliticse Two=thirds of the men
over 65 cre marricds Approximately 10 percent have children under 18s Twow
thirds of thc women arc singley widowed, or divorccde

Most of the older persons not at work arc not woluntarily idlees Loss
of ocmploymunt crcates psychological and social as well as cconomic problcomse
For at least half o century the proportion of men vho continuc to work after
they reach cld age hes been ropidly decrecasing - chicfly because of tachno=-
logical change, occupational shifts, compulsory rciirement provisions, dise-
criminatory practices and concepts among employers, and other factors which
make it incroasingly difficult for thom to keep o foothold in the labor
ricrkete Meocarnwhileo, the ycars of our life have been longthoned, so that an
ever increasing proportion of men!s lifetimes is spent in rctirement,

There arc a number of practical ways to reduce the burden of old age
dependency or to make it morc menageablc. There is virbtually unanimous
agrecment that the best possible solution of the problem of supporting the
older porson =< from a psychologicalg social and cconomic standpoint ~- lics
in cnabling him to continuc to do productive work in cccordance with his
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(a) Increcascd attention nceds to be given to the prevention and
treatment of degenerctive and debilitative diseascs and the
provision of facilities thcrefor,

(b) Chronological age limits for cmploymcent should be ahandoncd
or at lcast greatly advanced,

(¢) Inmodinto rosoarch and action are necdod to discover and provide
oamployront opportunitics for the capacitiocs of tho aginge

Not 1l of the older pcoplec, any mcre than any othor group in our popu=-
lation, can be omployed at all timese T incly suppert during periods of
inali livy to work rmst be provided by privete or public necanss Privato
savings have limitaticns but arc nueessary in our proscnt socictye e have
now rccognized the necd also for public pensionse Thosc institubions are
impoerfoet in meny rospeets and require many improvemontse Jnong these aro
recogrition thut the basic nocds arisce beeausc of disability rather than
chronological agce

In the proscnt critical international situntion, particularly, the
United States connot afford Go waste the productive potentinlitics of its
oldor citizense In this petonticl lics a coasiderablc part of the solution
of our preblem of menpover shertage arising cut of cfforts to assure national
defonse while nointaining our high standerd of living,

The declining birth ratc over the past cenbury is the medn reason for
the inercasing perevntage of older pooplee The doclining death rate among
younger pcople has also contributced to tho rcsulte Tho ramarkably high birth
rotos in the war and postwar period arc belicved to be tomporary and are not
oxpoctod to rouverse the longe=tcrm trond of aginge

Concontration of the aged varics cmong the statcs and population groupse

In 1948 thc number of persons 65 and over ranged from 5 per 100 in New Mexico
to 10 per 100 in New Hempshirce Bocauso of higher mertality rates, the pro=-
portion of =god in the Wegro popul~tion is lower than thot in the whitoce Tho
some 1s truc of lower as cemparcd with hipgher income groupse For the undor-
privileged parbs of omr population, including cur uon-whitos, we moy look
forwerd to adding years to lifc as woll as lifc to yearse At prosent, tho
average lirfe oxpoctancy of nonewhitcs at birth is 60 ycoars as contrasted vith
€68 for vihitese ’

The preblems vhich arisc from the aging of our population vwill not
sclve themsclvese Fortunstely, there aro 2 number of forces inherent in the
dovelomoent of our soscicty and our cconomic orgonization that will help us
to solve theme Continuing incrcoascs in national productivity will help us
to support the nonproductive population, a2lthough an inecrcasing number of
oldor persons ncod not ncecssarily mean an increasing dependency loade Jbove
all, provision of deccent living for older pcople and offoctive adjustment of
our socloty to the nceds of an aging population depend upon sustained full
use_of cur matorial and human rcesourcosse
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More research is necded to show what types of occupations and industries
can most cffcetively utilize the skills ond abilitios of older personss Within
broad occupational and industrial groups wc necd to know & great deal more
about the speceific requircments of individucl jobs in rclation to the capabili=-
tics of oldor workcrse We necd to knew morc exactly whot their capacitics
erc, in tems of skills, cptitudes, and physical and mental abiliticss Research
is nccded on tho possibilitics of partetime cnployment for thosc who cannot
viork full timc, and on the cffocts of tho rigidity of the oxisting wage structurec
as o factor tonding to limit ocmploymont of the agede Additional knoviledge is
neceded also on the inplications of the aging of our population for othor
aspects of our socinl and cconemic lifce For example, we nced to know moro
about the influcnce of aging on productivity, income and markets, savingsg
housing, medicinc end hoalth, and national dofensce

There is unoninous agroemont on the nccossity of anticipating the probe-
lons of aging ond on moldng provisions in advance to mcot thome There is
agreoorent thoat the problems of aging must bo looked at from a national and
regional as woll as o local point of viewe Thoy require public as well as
private attontion and individuel as well as social initiatives

The proscnt large and prospoetive incroasing proportion of oldor persons
in our population is o rcecent product of modorn civilizatione Significant
ehanges in our basic approach to tho problom of aging are called for cn rony
fronts: in our thinking, our instituticns, and tho usc of our resources,
national and local, individual and sccinle The constructive offorts which
the United States has nade in tho conservation of its natural rosources should
now be paralleled by o similor constructive attnack ained at tho consorvation
of our humon rosourcesy of which the aged aro o significant componcnte



