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I12.EDI.Th E RELk'iSE,

L'Lt the fourth and final session of Section Ib, of wrhich Dr. Philip
Hauser was chaimhan, the group discussed and adopted the follow-ring sumimary
statevment on population changes and economic implications in relation to
the problem of aging.

Thare -,re over 1lV; million people, or 7- of the total Dopulation, in
the United States today 65 yoers of age and over, Thoir numaber has quad-
rupled during tho last half oce:ntury while tho entire population has only
doubled. In 1900 thoro vras 3 million persons 65 and over inaking up about
4% of all our people. By 1975 we, Adll have about ac million persons in this
class.

'T';he aging of our population poesos many social and economic problems.
Anong thc most important is that of assuring older people the mcans for
attain.ng a. satisfyi.ng lifoe. Ony 25% of our people 65 and ovor are employed
- 4CT% of the mon and 9o of the wromeon.

Older peolple also have fomily responsibilities. Two-thirds of the mon
over 65 arc married. ApproxAiatoly 10 percent have cliilclren under 18. Trw:o-
thirds of the women are, single, vA1dowod, or divorcod.

lM.ost of the older persons not at -w-fork aro not voluntarily idle. Loss
of omploaont creatos psyohological and social as wiell as economic problems.
For at loast half a- century- the proportion of men .-tho continue to wiork after
thoy reach old a.gc hes been r..pidly decreasing - chiefly because of techno-
logical change, occupational shifts, compulsory ro&drement provisions, dis-
criminatory practicos and concepts maong employers, and other factors which
mlake it inoreasingly difficult for then to koop a foothold in the labor
n:.rketo Mxanmwhilce the y,.ars of our life have been lengthened, so that an
ever increasing proportion of ments lifetimes is spent in retirement.

There a.re a number of practical ways to reduce the burden of old age
dependency or to maklo it more manageable. There is virtually unanimous
agreement that the best possible solution of the problem of supporting the
oider person - fromt a psychological, social and economic standpoint -- lies
in enabling him to continue to do productive work in accordance with his
capacity.
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To this end

(a) Incroased attention needs to bC giv(,n to tho prn-vontion and
treatment of degenerativo and dobilitativa disaeascs and the
proAision of facilities thcrofor,

(b) Chron±ological ago limits for erployrnent should be abandoned
or at loLest greatly advanced

(c) Irim.iodiato -ossearch and action are needed to discovor and provide
or.ployr-nt opportunities for tho capacitios of the aging0

Pot a.ll ol' the oldor peonl, any m.cre than any other group in our popu-
lationr, can De onloyed at all timses T irioly support durinm, pcriods of
inal.54lity to workrcmust be proviode by privan'to or public rmoans. Privato
savins havo lilmitation02s bsut a1.re necessary in our present society0 'oC have
noa: rcougnizo'd the need also for public pensions. Those institutions arc
ir.ip-rvfot in r-aoy respctss aned requiro Ymny ir.provemenonts. ,coraong those arc
rocogrntion t;et the basic nc'ds arise bccause of disability rather than
chronological oge .

In the pres .,nt critical intrnmatinnal situation, particularly, the
United 2tates c.amot -cfford to waste the productivo potontialities of its
older citizens, In this potontinl lics .x conlsiderabl., part of the solution
of our problemr, of mnnpovxer sherta6o arising out of efforts to nssure national
defonsc while r.l^intainia; our high standard of living.

Theo doclinidn birth rato over the past contury is the main reason for
tho increasing pcrcuntage of older pcople. The doclining death rate among
younger people has also contributod to the rcsult. The remarkably high birth
rates in the wrar and posta-...r period aro believed to be temporary and arc not
expoctod. to rveorse the long-tocn trend of' aing.

Coneontration of the aged varics -.amongr the states and population -roups.
In 1948 thc rn..bcr of persons 65 and over ranged from 5 npr 100 in New Mexico
to 10 per 100 in Nowvi HMnpshirc. Because of higher mortality ratos, the pro-
portion of aged in thc Ilogro populn.tion is lowetr than th'..t in the wvhito. Tho
som4eo is truo of loe;or as comparod w-:ith higher income groups, For the under-
privilegod parts of our population, including our ':'on-whitesO wC tlay look
forward to addling years to life as woll as life to years. At presont, tho
average life expectancy of non-whitcs at birth is 60 years ras contrastod with
68 for wihites.

The probleos ;which arise from the aging of our population will not
solve thecanselves. Fortun:Atly, there are a numrber of forces inhorent in tho
dovolomeont of our society and our economic orC-nization that -will help us
to solvo then. Continuing incre;asos in national productivity will help us
to support the nonproductive population *although an increasing; nubor of
oldor persons neod not necessarily meoan aIn increasing dependency load. Above
all, provisionl of deceit living for oldor POople and offoctive adjustie of
our socioty to the needs of an a.ging population dopen-d upon sustained Aull
use of our material and human resources.
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More research is needed to show what typos of occupations and industries
can most offcotively utilize the skills and abilities of older porsons. Vrithin
broad occupational and industrial groups Vwe nood to know a great doal more
about the specific requireoents of individual jobs in relation to tho capabili-
tics of oldor -uorkers We noeed to knucn moro oxactly vwhat their capacities
arc, in tomis of skills, aptitudes, and phy.sical and montal abilities. Research
is nooded on tho possibilities of part-time criploymront for those who cannot
work full timoe and on the effects of the rigidity of tho oxisting wago structure
as a factor tonding to limit employment of the aged. Additional knowledge is
needed also on the irmplicrations of the agin- of our populatien for other
aspects of our social and cconomic lifo, For exa.ple, we need to knrow nore
about thu influence of .aging on productivity, income and markects, savings,
housing, medicine r.nd hoalth, and national defense.

Thore is unanirmous agroement on the necessity of anticipating the prob_
lons cf .aging --nd on mahing proeisiens in advance to meot them. There is
agree::ant that the problem. s of ag-ing must be lookod at fron a national and
regional as wecll as a local point of view, They require public as w;ell as
private ,attention ^nu individuLl as wFell as social initiativeo

The prosent largo and' prospective increasing proportion of older persons
in our population is a recent product of modern civilization. Significant
changes in our basic apnroach to the problem of aging; are called for on maw
fronts: in our thinLing, our institutions, and the use of our resources,
national annd local1 individual and social. The constructive efforts which
the Unitce Statos has nade in the conservation of its natural resources should
noer be paralleled by a'similar constructive attack aim'ed at tho conservation
of our human rosourcos1 of which the agod fare a significant componont.


