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Selected Findings of the National Survey of Old-Age and
Survivors Insurance Beneficiaries, 19513

Between November 1951 and February 1952 members of the field staff
of the Bureau of 0Old-Age and Survivors Insurance visited upwards of 18,000
beneficiaries in their homes to collect information on how they had been
getting along during the preceding year. This first national survey 1/
was made from a l-percent random sample of old-age and aged-widow insurance
beneficiaries on the rolls in December 19502/

The sample included beneficiaries whose benefits were suspended 3/
one or more months during the survey year L/ as well as beneficiaries who
had no benefit suspensions. It represented entitlements in every year
from 1940 through 1950, with entitlements under the relaxed eligibility
requirements of the 1950 amendments as well as under earlier provisions
of the Social Security Act. Every field office of the Bureau had one or
more beneficiaries to interview; the number depended largely on the size
of the area serviced and the number of beneficiaries residing therein.
Thus country-wide coverage was obtained in cities, towns, villages, and
rural areas,

Beneficiaries in the l-percent sample numbered 22,38l4. Schedules
were not obtained from some of this number or if obtained were not used
in the study for a variety of reasons. Deaths after December 1950,
changes in beneficiary type after September 1950, and failure to receive
a benefit for September 1950 or earlier accounted for most of the

#  Prepared in the Economic Studies Branch by Margaret L. Stecker of
the Beneficiary Studies Section.

1/ Eight previous surveys of beneficiary resources were made between

T 1941 and 1949 in 20 large and middle-sized cities.

_2_/ Excluded because too few in number to analyze separately and too
dissimilar to analyze in combination were men and women old-age
beneficiaries with entitled children, women old-age beneficiaries
with husbands entitled on the women's wage records, widowers
entitled on their deceased wives' wage records, and parents.

2/ Benefits could have been suspended during the survey year for
receipt of covered wages of more than $50 in a calendar month,
receipt of net earnings in covered self-employment of more than
$600 in a calendar year, or as a penalty for violation of certain
provisions of the Social Security Act. As of September 1952 the
amounts beneficiaries could earn in covered employment without
giving up their benefits were raised to $75 in wages and $900 in
self-employment income.

y The survey year represents 12 calendar months ended with October,
November, or December 1951 or January 1952, depending on the date
of the interview.
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discards.5/ Other beneficiaries were excluded because they could not be
located or contacted after repeated visits or could not be interviewed
because of illness or confinecment in a hospitaloé/ About 3 percent of
the beneficiaries contacted refused to give the information requested or
gave information that was so inconsistent or incomplete they could not

be included.

A11 told, schedules obtained from 17,661 beneficiaries were
tabulated. These beneficiaries constituted eight-tenths of 1 percent of
all the old-age and aged-widow beneficiaries of the specified types on
the rolls at the end of 1950.

Ninety percent of the beneficiaries in the study received benefits
all 12 months of the survey year; the other 10 percent had one or more
suspensions. The proportion having no benefit suspensions was smaller
for the men (88 percent) than for the women (92 percent) old-age benefi-
ciaries, and larger for the men whose wives were entitled (90 percent)
than for those whose wives were not entitled (79 percent); all but 1
percent of the aged widows received benefits during the entire 12-month

period.

This summary statement and the tables on which it is based present
selected findings of the study with respect to beneficiaries who had no
benefit suspensions during the survey year.7/ They not only make up the
great majority of all beneficiaries but are of particular interest from
the viewpoint of the old-age and survivors insurance program because they
met the "retirement® test of the Social Security Act throughout the year
by not earning, except for those aged 75 and over, more than the
exempted amounts in covered wage- or self-employment, even though a
sizeable proportion of them had some earnings.

5/ Beneficiaries who became entitled in September 1950, even though the
award was made as late as December, were included. Changes in bene-
ficiary type for reasons other than death occurred because of
entitlement of a wife or because of marriage or separation. For a
meaningful analysis of income and other resources it was essential
that benefits were or could have been received for an entire year
and that the composition of the group remain unchanged throughout

: the period.

6/ Institution residents were included if they could be interviewed.

7/ The figures in the tables presented here supersede those in the

~  preliminary tables released in March 1952, They confirm in every
way the findings contained in the preliminary report. As of
September 1952 old-age benefits in force were increased $5 or 12%
percent whichever was the greater and other benefits were increased
in proportion, subject to the applicable family maximum limitations.
These increases in benefits may have changed slightly the income
pattern of the beneficiary groups as to amount or source but
probably had relatively little effect on the over-all picture of
their resources.



Enclosed are 12 tables summarizing
data from the 1951 national survey of
the resources of old-age and survivors
insurance bemeficiaries. They take the
Place of the tables issued on the same
subjects a year ago. While the figures
now released are so similar to those in
the preliminary tables dated March 1952
as not to change in any way the con—
clusions derived from them, the later
figures should be used from now on.
The tables are mmbered in accordance
with a system which will serve to group
by principal subject these and future
tables of basic data from the 1951

survey. :

It is expected that these revised
tables will be used in whole or in part
in two articles in the %Social Security
Bulletin.® If, however, you require
more than_the copies enclosed at this
time, please do not hesitate to ask far
them,
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Characteristics of Beneficiaries

Half of the men and aged widows and three-fifths of the women
old-age beneficiaries with no benefit suspensions during the survey year
drew their first benefits in 1948, 1949, or 1950, Not only has the
number of persons becoming eligible for benefits increased each year
since 1940 when monthly benefit payments began but also many beneficiaries
who became entitled in the earlier 19,0!'s have since died. The number of
old-age beneficiaries increased markedly after the war in 1945 and 1946,
but there was not a comparable increase among the widows,

Half of the men and two-thirds of the women old-age beneficiaries
who drew their first benefits in 1950 became entitled under that year's
Social Security Act amendments which permitted persons who were then aged
65 and over to qualify with 6 quarters of coverage. At the end of 1950,
an eighth of the men and a fourth of the women old-age beneficiaries with
no benefit suspensions had become entitled under these new eligibility
requirements.

The beneficiaries with no benefit suspensions during the survey
year were distributed by primary insurance amount as follows:

Primary Old-age
insurance beneficiaries Aged

amownt Men Women widows
Total (percent)e.c... 100,0 100,0 100,0
$20.00—29.99........-.. 1805 hoo9 9.3
30.00-39¢99ccecceccccs 12.9 18.L 11.5
)40.00—)49999............ 2).1.5 27.1 26.2
50400594994 ccseccscece 27.4 11.6 33.9
60,00-68¢5000c0cecccceces 16.9 2.0 19.1

Median.eseseeeecanss $L8 $35 $51

Somewhat more than two-fifths of the men but less than a seventh
of the women old-age beneficiaries had a primary insurance amount of $50
or more; two-fifths of the women old-age beneficiaries had less than $30.
A larger proportion of aged widows than of men old-age beneficiaries .
received benefits based on a primary insurance amownt of $50 or more.
The monthly family benefits of the nonmarried men, the men with nonentitled
wife, and both the married and nonmarried women old-age beneficiaries were
the same as their primary insurance amounts. The men and their entitled
wives together received family benefits one and a half times the man's
primary insurance amount; the widow'!s benefit was three-fourths of her
husband's primary insurance amount.. The minimum benefit awarded an old-age
beneficiary in the 1951 study was $20 and the maximum was $68.50; for a
couple with a wife entitled on the man's wage record, the range of family
benefits was from $30 to $102.80; for an aged widow's benefit the range
was from $15 to $51.40. Only a handful of beneficiaries received the



maximum amounts.8/

The beneficiaries with no benefit suspensions during the survey
year were distributed by age at the end of the year as follows:

0ld-age
e beneficiaries Aged
Age Yen Women widows
Potal (percent)ecec.. 100.0 100.0 100.0

66-69.................. 280; EO.E 3206
7o-7hooooocooooo.oooooo 3603 3508 hool
75_79oooooccooooo'ocoo- 25.3 18.3 20.0
80-8lieccecereccnccccnce 8.0 L.6 5.8
85 and over..cecocccees 1.9 .9 1.5

MediaNeeoecoocecccne 73 1 72

More than one man in three was 75 or over; fewer than one in four
women old-age beneficiaries and more than one in four aged widows were in
this age group.

Total Money Income

Total money income represents most cash receipts of a beneficiary
group 509:/ during the survey year from all sources outside the household, and
the value of all bills paid during the same period by sources outside the
household if the amount was known. It does not include lump-sum death
benefits, inheritances, and similar nonrecurring payments that were treated
as additions to assets, or nonvalued paid bills that were treated as
noncash income, or any cash payments or other kinds of support furnished
the beneficiary group by members of the household in which the group lived.

8/ As of September 1952 benefits of persons included in this study were

~  increased so that an old-age beneficiary thereafter received from $25
to $77.10 a month; an old-age beneficiary and entitled wife together
received from $37.50 to $115.70; and an aged widow received from
$18.80 to $57.90.

9/ The figures in all the tables relate to the combined resources of the

~  Dbeneficiary group except for earnings, which relate only to the old-
age beneficiary or aged widow. The beneficiary group represents the
old-age beneficiary and spouse if any, or the aged widow. Thus the
nommarried old-age beneficiary groups and the. aged-widow groups
consisted of only one person; the married men groups, whether the wife
was entitled or not, and the married women groups consisted of two
persons,
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Half the nonmarried men and women old-age bemeficiaries and aged
widows had less than $600-$800 in total momey income during the survey
year (table B-200). Comparable median incomes of the couples were
roughly twice these amounts. Some beneficiaries had relatively large
incomes but more had very little, even with their insurance benefits.

Old-age and swrvivors insurance benefits constituted the only or
main source of income of many beneficiary groups, particularly where the
group consisted of only one person (table B-201). More than two in five
widows and about one in three nommarried old-age bemeficiaries had
nothing or less than $75 in addition to their benefits dmring the survey
year. More than one in four entitled couples and practically one in
seven couples with nonentitled spouse had no money income except their
benefits or had less than $150. ‘

Beneficiary groups whose money incomes from all sources were
relatively low managed—although often with considerable difficulty—by
various means., Owning their homes helped out some. Some shared house-
holds with relatives in their own or the relatives' homes. Still others
lived alone but got along on small money incomes because relatives or
others provided their housing or meals free or in return for services
rendered. Some raised vegetables or other food, or had assets such as
bank and other savings that they used for current living. Occasionally
a life insurance policy was pledged for a loan. Some beneficiaries had
wnpaid bills at the end of the year, but by and large it was difficult
for low-income groups to obtain credit. Some beneficiaries just tightemed
their belts and %"got along."

lbney Retirement Income

Independent money retirement income is income that probably will
continue for the lifetime of the bemeficiary. It represents 12 months!
old-age and survivors insurance benefits and cash receipts during the .
survey year from employer, union, and veterans' pensions; from amnuities
and from trust fundsy and income from assets and other reasonably
permanent independent sources. Retirement income for the year may be
smaller in amount than total money income received during the year because,
in addition to bemefits and other income from reasonably permaent
independent sources, total money income includes income from probably
temporary sowrces such as employment earnings of the beneficiary or spouse,
and supplementary income such as contributions from relatives outside the
household and public assistance. Retirement income will change when, for
example, a nonentitled wife begins to receive a wife's benefit or if
assets yield a larger or smaller return or the principal is increased or
is used for cwrrent living; nevertheless, it is more stable in amount than
total money income received during the year.

The median retirement incomes of the men and women old-age
beneficiaries were roughly $300 less a year than their median total money
incomes and that of the aged widows was $100 less. One in seven nonmarried
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men and nearly one in four women old-age beneficiaries had retirement
incomes of under $300. The entitled couples had the largest retirement
incomes, partly at least because of the wife's benefits (table B-202),

More than half the beneficiary groups had no retirement income
other than their benefits or had so little it is not worth taking into
account (table B-203). For no beneficiary type was the median money
retirement income other than benefits over $61; 56 percent of the non-
married men had no such income. Only 3 to 6 percent of the nonmarried
men and women old-age beneficiaries and aged widows and 8 to 15 percent
of the couples had $1,200 or more money retirement income other than
benefits,

Of those who had some other retirement income, half the men had
less than $4,50, half the women old-age beneficiaries had less than $187,
and half the aged widows had less than $lh00

Employer and Union Pensions

Employer and union pensions represent retirement and survivor
benefits paid under plans financed in whole or in part by private
employers or wholly by labor unions; pensions paid under the railroad
retirement program; and pensions paid under Federal, State, and local
public retirement plans, including those for military and civilian
personnel, police, firemen, teachers, and so forth. Pension income is
the combined amounts received by the members of the beneficiary group
from one or more of these sources, Among the married women old-age
beneficiary groups it was usually the husband rather than the woman who
received the pension. In a few groups both the beneficiary and spouse
had pensions.

In 1951 somewhat less than a fourth of the men old-age beneficiary
groups and about an eighth of the women old-age beneficiary groups had any
income from employer or union pension plans (table B-20l). Two percent of
the aged widows had pensions, most of them wnder joint and survivor
contracts,

More than two in five men and more than half the women old—age
beneficiary groups who had incomes from private or public pension plans
had less than $600 a year from this source. The amounts reported as
pension income were the amounts actually received. Pensions otherwise
payable in private industry not infrequently had been reduced by all or
part of the pensioner's primary insurance amowunt payable under the old-age
and survivors insurance program. Occasionally the former employer had
also deducted contributions for health care, life insurance, and other
benefit plans in which a retired employee continued to participate.
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Veterans! Pensions

Money income received as veterans' pensions represents continuing
Federal payments to veterans and the survivors of veterans of specified
wars and campaigns under specified conditions, but not National Service
Life Insurance benefits, mustering-out pay, or State bonuses or other
payments of a noncontinuing nature or based on need. lMore than one pension
might be received in a beneficiary group in the case of parents' benefits,
Pensions most frecquently recceived were those paid to veterans or the widows
of veterans of the Spanish-imerican War and to the dependent parents of
sons and daughters who died in the service.

During the survey ycar less than 3 percent of the beneficiary groups
had any income from veterans' pensions and there was little difference in
the percentages among the various beneficiary types (table B-205). Of the
group incomes received from veterans' pensions, considerably more than half
were in the $900-{1,200 a year range for the men and in the $300-$600 a
year range for the women.

Farnings

Earnings represent wages and salaries of §$1 or more received by the
old-age beneficiary or aged widow during the survey year and their income
from self-employment. Unlike the figures for employer, union, and veterans!
pensions which relate to the receipt and amount of income of the benefi-
ciary group from pension sources, earnings relate only to the receipt and
amount for services rendered by old-age beneficiaries and aged widows. The
earnings of spouses are not included.

Earnings were classified as covered or noncovered depending on the
situation in 1951; that is, earnings in employment covered in 1951 were
counted as covered during the entire survey year even if they were not
covered at the beginning; and earnings in self-employment that would have
been covered had they netted $1,00 or more in the year were counted as
covered regardless of the amount actually earned.

A fourth of the men, a fifth of the women old-age beneficiaries,
and an eighth of the aged widows worked for pay at some time during the
survey year (table B-206)., Three in five bencficiaries with earnings had
worked in covered employment; the others had worked in noncovered employ-
ment; a few beneficiaries had earnings in both covered and noncovered

employment.

Among the beneficiaries with earnings half the men had less than
$396 for the year; half the women old-age beneficiaries had less than
$273; and half the widows had less than {300, Although the proportion of
men earning $600 or more was about the same-—a third--in covered as in
noncovered employment, median earnings in covered employment were
considerably higher than in noncovered. On the whole the women--both
old-age beneficiaries and aged widows--also earned more in covered than
in noncovered employment.
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Most of the beneficiaries who earned over $600 in covered employment

during the survey year without benefit suspensions were aged 75 and over

and permitted by law to receive benefits, no matter how much they earned.10/
Some of the others had worked in employment that was covered in 1951 but
not in the last few months of 1950 when they earned more than the permitted

naximms., Beneficiaries with net earnings in self-employment exceeding

$600macalendaryearierenotreqm.redtoreport the fact until the
following March when they filed their Federal income tax returns. Those

whose self-employment netted more than $600 during the calendar year 1951
may have had their benefits suspended for the appropriate period in 1952
after they filed their income tax retwurns.

Public Assistance

Public assistance represents all the money paid to the beneficiary
groups from public funds on the basis of need—old-age assistance, aid to
the blind, aid to dependent children, aid to the permanently and totally
disabled, and general assistance.ll/ Among the married bemeficiaries
either or both spouses may have been public assistance recipients, and
they may have received payments in more than one of the categories. Not
all the beneficiary recipients received assistance all 12 months of the
year, since people came on and went off the rolls in response to a
variety of m‘rcmstances.l_Z_/ For these reasons the percentage of groups
having income from public assistance during the year does not indicate
the proportion of individual beneficiaries who received a particular
category of assistance in any given month.

Approximately one in four or five nonmarried old-age beneficiaries
and one in seven or eight couples and aged widows had some public
assistance income during the survey year (table B-207).13/ A fifth of the
nonmarried men, 23 percent of the aged widows, and 28 percent of the non-
married women old-age beneficiaries who had public assistance incomes had
$600 or more from that source. Almost four times as many couples pro-
portionately with wife aged 65 or over as with wife under age 65 received

10/ At the end of the survey year more than an eighth of the beneficiaries
aged 75 and over were employed.

11/ Disaster relief and payments in some of the States to veterans and
aothers on the basis of need were included as public assistance, but
few beneficiary groups received this kind of aid.

12/ One of these was the review by local public welfare agencies of
assistance recipienis in 1950 and 1951 to determine whether or not
they should contimue to receive help in view of the insurance benefits
provided by the amendments to the Social Security Act in 1950. See
Social Securll:y Bulletin, September 1951, pp. 3-6, and Harch 1952,

PP. 22—

13/ Prellm.nary analysis of the situation in the last month of the survey
year indicates that about 1) percent of the beneficiaries who received
old-age, wife's, or aged-widow's benefits that month also received
old-age assistance; a few received assistance in one of the other
categories either in addition to or in place of old-age assistance.
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$900 or more in public assistance during the year; in the first groups
the older wife as well as the man was eligible for public assistance on
the basis of age, whereas in the second, only the man was aged 65 or
over and only a few younger wives received general assistance.

The largest public assistance incomes remresent payments in a few
States vhere the levels of assistance are comparatively high or they were
substantial payments for medical and institutional care.

Het Worth

Assets of the beneficiary groups as defined for this swrvey
consist of tangible and intangible property whose current market value
was readily determinable. Because of this restriction assets to not
include the present value of life insurance policies, an automobile or
other consumer durable goods, or jewelry, silver, antiques, and so forth.
Such assets as an owned home, other real estate, and an omed business
were classified as nonliquid and their values were computed on a net
basis; cash, bank deposits, stocks, bonds, and loans to others were
classified as liquid assets. Liabilities represent secured and unsecured
borrowings exclusive of mortgages on real estate, installments due on
credit purchases, and overdue current bills except business debts.

Slightly more than two in five nommarried men and slightly less
than two in five nonmarried women old-age beneficiaries had no assets at
all or were in debt at the end of the survey year (table B-300). These
circumstances largely account for the low median net worth of these
groups—$221 and $551, respectively. A fifth of the nonmarried men and
a fourth of the nonmarried women were worth $5,000 or more. Half the
nonmarried men and women whose assets exceeded their liabilities had net
warths exceeding $3,100 and $3,285, respectively.

The married bemneficiaries were much better off financially than
the nomrmarried, both as to the proportion whose assets exceeded their
liabilities and the value of the excess. The net worth of the aged widows
was more like that of the married tham of the nommarried old-age benefi-
ciaries, largely although not entirely, because of home ownership.,

Beneficiaries whose assets were worth the least usually had a small
savings account, a few Series E savings bonds of low denomination, or
similar property of little money value. Of those who were better off, 21l
men beneficiary groups, i1 aged widows, and 12 women old-age beneficiary
groups were worth $50,000 or more at the end of the survey year. A large
part of the net-worth value of many beneficiaries was in their homes or
other real estate or in their businesses, property that as a practical
matter could not readily be liquidated and the proceeds used for current

living.
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Home Ownership

About half of the men, a third of the women old-age beneficiaries,
and two-fifths of the aged widows owned their homes at the end of the
swrvey year (table B-301). Proportionately more than twiceé as many couples
as nonmarried old-age beneficiaries had some equity in their homes. The
great majority of the home omers—~80 to 85 percent—had homes that were
completely paid for.

Nonliquid and Liquid Assets

Roughly two-thirds of the married bemeficiary groups, half of the
aged widows, and a third of the nonmarried beneficiaries owned their homes,
other real estate, their own businesses, or other nonliquid assets at the
end of the swurvey year (table B-302),

Almost 10 percent of the nommarried old-age beneficiaries and from
13 to 22 percent of the couples and aged widows owned nonliquid assets but
no liquid assets. Most beneficiaries, however, who owned their homes or
other nonliquid assets also had some liquid assets; in fact they were more
apt to have liquid assets than were those who had no nonliquid assets and
in general the value of their liquid assets was greater.

From half to two-thirds of the beneficiary groups, depending on the
type, had no liquid assets or had liquid assets worth less than $500 at
the end of the survey year (table B-303). These assets included untouched
lifetime savings or savings remaining after withdrawals for current living,
to which occasional lump-sum gifts, or inheritances, or other one-time
payments received but not spent during the year had been added. Median
values of liquid assets for all the groups who had such assets were in the
narrow range of $1,000 to $1,600 for the different bemeficiary types.



National 3urvey of 0ld-Age and Survivors Insurance Bensficlaries, 1951

Table B-200,~Total money inocome

amou

n}]j of benefiolary groupss
a

uring survey year

Benoficlaries With No Benefit Suspensions

Peroent distribution by

Men old-ags beneficilaries Women old=age benefiociaries
Total money W Aged
1noome Total Non-— M‘:;'}:d' wit 1°g; Total Non- | Married | widows
married by married 2/
entitled | entitled

Number of groups | 10,864 | 4,358 | 4,059 | 2,447 | 2,531 | 2,058 a73 | 2,528
Totalase X XXXl ____Looto J]_-moo 100!0 100.39 ]_.:OOQO LOO_QO 100;0 100,0
Less than $3moooooo 1.7 3.8 ——— o7 666 8e1 02 4,2
300"599.00-....00000 12.3 22.6 3‘6 8.1 25.3 30'4 3.2 44'7
600-899csc00000ss0es 21.5 32,8 12,7 1640 2346 2742 768 2148
900+1,199ccs00000s00 1844 1641 22,6 1567 1640 170 11.8 14,0
1,200-1,499¢¢cc00ens 12.4 849 16.3 1244 | 10,0 8.6 15,6 5.5
1,5(”-1,799...0 e00 00 B.e 500 ]2.2 10'1 4.3 2.9 10.6 209
1'8%2’0”........‘ 7'6 3.7 10.6 . 9.4 2‘7 1.8 6.6 1.9
2,100-2,399% ¢ 0000000 4,5 1.6 760 5«6 244 1.l 8.0 1.6
2,400-2,6994 00000000 2.8 1.0 3.4 540 1.9 o7 7.0 o8
2,7%—2’9990000000.0 2.3 1.1 2.5 4.3 1.9 .6 7.6 .5
3,000=4,9994 40000080 Se4 2,3 6.4 9.3 4.5 1.2 18.6 1.2
5,000 Or mOrGescccns 242 1,0 247 343 8 o3 3.0 o8
Medianeesesecees | 81,137 | $786 | 62,387 | $1,418] $830 | $708 | $1,618 $609

2/ Represents oash receipts from all sources, exospt nonreourring lump-sum payments, and t’ho
value of bills paid if the amount was knom.

2/ Husband not entitled on wife's wage record but may be on his own.

Us Se Department of Health, Eduoation, and Welfare
Sooial Seourity Administration

Bureau of Old-jge and Survivors Insurance

Division of Program Analysis, April 1953



Tuble B=Ols=-Monry fnoom of heneflolary groups othexr than OASI bﬂne{itsl}/
Peroont distrihution by amount durilng survey year

__Benefio 1_&_!&19 8 With No Bencfit Suspcnusions

o s 4 v m————

len old-age benefiolarles Wormn olde=age bencfiolariecs
Money Inoomn other ——— rr - + - m— dged
Almn banefits Total Non- | Married, | Married, Non— | Married | widows
otal married wife wife not| Total married 2/
e entitled | entitled - i .
Ail benofiolary groupa
Numbar of groups | 10,0864 4,338 4,059 2,447 2,531 2,058 473 2,529
Totaleesnnenaree 100.0 100.0 100 O__ 100'0 :!.00,0 1000_'_0“7_‘__1_9_9!2““7 ,,.__!'_99"_0.___
No other incowe 3/ee 15.0 21,3 12.8 742 17.1 1947 5a9 2644
Othoar 1p0OM24ansscan 85,0 7847 872 9248 8209 8043 94l 73n§._
Imss than $75¢enase Be4 10,8 845 4,0 116 13,1 4,9 1643
75=14%evassernons Sal Ge7 5«0 3,0 Se? 647 2,3 740
150“299...".....‘ 9.3 10.8 9.2 6'9 10‘6 11.9 5.3 n.ﬁ
300-599cesessnensn 19.1 22,2 1747 16.1 20,43 22,3 11.8 17.5
G00~899¢ssansnstoe 134 11.3 14,7 15,0 13,7 1408 9.3 o0
900=1,199cs0anesne Bel Seb 98 96 Se? 4,8 744 4.1
1,200,499 suvese 6e4 3.8 6.9 10,2 3.0 1.9 840 2.6
1,500=1,79% 00 vs 00 3.5 1.8 3.9 Sef 245 1.7 59 1.8
1'800-2;099.‘0.0.. 2.7 1.4 2,7 449 263 1.0 8.2 9
2,100-2,399 000000 2,0 9 1.9 3.9 1.4 o7 4.4 o6
2,400-2,89940s0n00 a6 140 1.3 3,3 2,0 5 842 4
2,700-2,99% ¢s00ese 1.0 o4 o9 2.1 «6 ol 3,0 (4;
3,000-4,999 000000 248 14 3.0 5.2 3.0 o7 13,3 a9
5,000 or moresssea 1.5 o7 1.7 248 ) o2 1.9 8
Medianessosceveas ﬁ69 1300 !532 QB40 371 3276 ‘lg240 3150
Benefiolary groups with inoome other than bensfite
Number of groups 9,239 3,429 3,540 2,270 2,098 1,653 443 1,560
Totalesesesessns | _200,0 | 100,0 100,90 100,0 | 100.0 100,0 | _ 10040 100,0
Less than $75ecees 9.9 348 9.8 4, 14,0 1643 S, Y4
75-3-49.‘..‘.....“ 6.1 8‘5 5'7 3.2 7.1 603 2.5 9.6
150-299¢sseaccsscs 11,0 13,7 10,6 75 12,8 14.8 546 15,8
300-599¢sscenscsns 22,5 2842 20,3 173 24,5 27.7 12,6 23,8
600=899ecssesnsnos 15.8 o4 1648 1642 16,6 1844 949 12.2
900+=1,19%eessccas 925 701 11,2 10,4 G4 6.0 7.9 546
1,200=1,4994 000000 75 4.8 7.9 11,0 366 2.3 845 3.5
1,500=1,799ccaase 4.1 2.2 4,5 6.3 3.0 2,1 643 2,5
1.8“,09900!000. 3!1 1-7 3ﬁ1 503 2.8 llz 8!8 1.3
2.100-2,399.-..... 2,3 1.1 242 4,2 1e7 9 447 o8
254002 ,6994 000000 1.9 1,2 1.5 3.5 2.4 o7 8,48 .1
2,700=2,999% 000000 141 o5 1.1 243 o8 ol 3.1 ol
3,000'4'999.‘qu0. 303 1.7 3.4 506 3O7 18 14.2 1!3
5,000 or moreesess 1,8 9 240 2.8 o 3 260 1,0
Medianseesscvens $609 $423 $648 $933 $497 $409 | $1,350 $322

AN

Represonts cash receipts from all sources except OASI hanefits and nonrecurring lump-sum
payments, and the velue of bills paid if the amount was kunown,.

Husband not entitled on wifsa's wage record but may be on hiz own,
Inoludes beneflolary groups who reported minus or dreak-even incomss other than benefits,
less than one tenth of 1 peroent,

Us So Dopartment of Health, Eduoation, and Welfare
Social Seourity Administration

Bureau of Old-Age and Survivors Insurance
Division of Program Analysis, April 1953



National Survey of Old-Age and Survivors Insurance Benefioclaries, 1951

Table B-Z()Z.?-Indopondont money retirement inocows _]./ of benefiolary groupst Percent
distribution by amount during survey year

Benefiolaries With No Benefit Suspensions
Nen old=ege beneficiaries Women old-age benefiociaries
Independent money T ) Aged
retiremsns income Non— | Married, | Married, Nop~ | Married | widows
Total married wife wife not| Total merried 2/
entitled | entitled
Fumbor of groups | 10,864 4,358 4,059 2,447 | 2,531 | 2,058 473 2,528
Totalessecess ... o 100,0 100,0 100,0 10040 100,0 100,0 100.0 10000
L1ess than $300cesce0 [: 1% § 140’ ol [* %) e 2449 Eog 805
smmﬁ 00000000 OCOOS 25.5 38.2 n.s ' 26.2 39.3 42.5 25.‘ 61.7
600-899. XX XYY X 23.6 2504 2106 : 24.2 16.0 16.2 1500 1304
900=1,199ccscscssnse’ 1446 Gel 2745 Be3 " 940 GeB 18,8 6e7
1,200-1,499¢0cc00000 846 5.8 113 9.1 God 52 11.8 28
1,500=1,799¢s0s0c00s G4 3.8 Be7 |, T4 23 15 Se7 2.0
1,800=2,099¢00000000 4,9 205 6e5 ' 66 1.2 1,0 243 1.3
2,100-2,399......". 216 8 447 2.4 o8 o6 1,5 o8
25400+2,999% 00000000 2.1 1.0 342 240 9 o6 1.9 1.0
3,000 or moYescccses 34 1.8 44,6 4,5 1.0 9 1.7 1.5
Medianeeeeeecess |  $807 $561 | 61,054 | $720| $s505 | sa96 $764 $504
1/ TRopresents 12 months’ OASI benefits and money inoome reoeived during survey year from employer,

union, and veterans' pensions; rents, interest, dividends, and annuities; and inoome from trust
funds and other reasonably permanent independent sourcese '

2/ Husband not entitled on wife's wags record but may be on his own.

Ue S¢ Department of Health, Education, and Welfare
Soolal Security Administration .

Bureau of Old-dgs and Survivors Insurance

Division of Program Analysis, April 1953



Natlional Survey of Old-Age and Survivors Insuranoe Beneflolaries, 1951

Table B-203,~Independent money retirement inoome of beneficiary groups other tham
CASI benefitssl/ Peroent distribution by amount during survey yesr

_Benefioiaries With No Benefit Suspensions
Men old-age benefioiaries Women old~age benefioiaries

Independent money Aged
retirement inoome _ | Married, | Married, _
ofher then bonerits | Total [ | wite [ wife mot| Total [, R, | MFled) widows
. entitled | entitled

All bensfioclary groups

Number of groups | 10,864 | 4,358 | 4,059 | 2,447 | 2,531 | 2,058 473 2,528
Totaleeececsensse 100.0 100,0 lO0.0 100.0 10000 100,0 100.0 100.0
No other income 3/ee | 45.4 | 5644 37.2 39,2 | 48.4 49,4 " 44,2 "4648
Other 1ncomGeccicces 54,6 4346 6248 60e8 51,6 5046 '55!8 53¢2
1ess than $75cese0 134 1343 1446 11.5 i904 15.5 - 1969 zlog
75-149¢4 00 (XX XXTYY ) 3e8 3.6 4,1 3.4 4,8 4,9 4.2 S5
150"299. [EXXYYYYY Y} 5.‘5 4.2 6e6 6.0 604 602 7-0 616
. 300-599¢c0s000c000 943 70 11.6 93 | 843 8e7 7.2 79
600-899¢ssesssscns 7«2 569 845 8e3 6e2 6el 7.0 4,0
900=1,199¢c0cs00s0 Sel 3.6 S5e6 73 261 24,0 247 22
1,200~1,499¢c0cese 4,2 2.6 4.6 6a3 1.5 1.2 267 . 240
1,500~1,799¢ccc00e 1.6 «9 | 1.9 245 | 9 o6 2.3 o9
1,800-2,0990406000 o9 ) lal 1.1 o4 | »3 «8 o6
2,1“)399.0l0-.. .s .4 .5 .8 ' .4 .3 .4 .s
z'm.m.. (XXX Y] .9 . .5 1.1 1.2 .3 .3 .4 .z
3,000 or moresssece 2.2 1.3 247 2.9 N.) S5 1.1 1,4

Modisneecesccnse | $27 $0 | 855 $61 $7 $1 $10 | $4.

Benefiociary groups with retiremsat inocoms other than benefits

Number of groups | 5,036 | 1,890 | 2,550 | 1,467 | 1,305 | 1,041 264 | 1,345

Totaleessssosses | 20000 | 30040 | _200,0 | 200,0 | 200,0 | 100.0 | 100,0 | 20040

Less than $75.ee0e S 30,6 3 19,0 3747 3842 35.6 4044
75-=149¢ccc0000s0es |- 6.9 8e3 65 546 ] 943 947 7.6 " 10e4
15029940 00cs0ccse 10,1 9a7 10,5 9.8 123 1243 12,5 1244
3”"5”.'00 XXX 17.0 1601 ) 18.4 . 15.7 16.4 17.3 12.9 14.8
600=899¢css0ssccns | 13,3 12,6 13.5 1347 12,1 12,0 12,5 | 745
900=1,199¢0c00s0a0 1% 842 " Be9 12,0 |+ 4,1 3.9 4.9 _ 4,2
1,200-1,4994 000000 746 6e1 73|  10.4 2.9 2.4 4.9 3.7
1,5&"1.7”. seveee 3,0 242 3.0 4,1 | 1.8 1.2 4‘2 1,6
1,8@4,099. XXXYY) 1.7 ) 104 1.8 1.9 o8 .6 1.5 1.2
25100-2,3994c00000 o9 «8 o8 13 o7 | o7 o8 9
2,400-2,9995cc00 00 1.6 1ol | 1,8 1,9 | o6 «6 o8 o4
3.’@ [ PYYY Y ) 4.0 3.0 4.2 448 1.2 1.1 1‘9 2.5

v Represents money inooms received during survey year from employsr, union, and veteranst
pensions} rents, interest, dividends, and annuities; and incoms from trust funds and other
reasonably permanent independent sources.

2/ Husband not entitled on wife's wage record but may be on his own,

Inoludes benefiociary groups who reported mimus or break-even inoomes other than henefitse

Us Se¢ Department of Health, Education, and Welfare
Soolal Security Administration

Bureau of Old-dge and Survivors Insurance
Division of Program Analysis, 4pril 1953



National Survey of Old-Age and Survivors Insurance Benefiolaries, 1951

Table B-2N4,~Money inocome of benefiolary groups from employer snd union pensionssl/
Percent distribution by emount during suvrvey year

Benefioclaries With No Benefit Suspensions

Men old-age benefiolaries Wourrn old-age benefiolaries
. Aged
Pension inocome an. | Married, | Married, -
Total | NN~ | wife |wife mot| Total [ Y00~ ”‘2;“" vidows
entitled | entitled
All beneficiary groups
Number of groups | 10,664 4,358 4,059 2,447 2,531 2,058 473 2,528
Totelesscnnccone 100.,0 100.0 100.0 10040 100.,0 100.0 100.0 100,0
No penoion income e 78.0 8345 7563 72¢7 87,8 88,3 85.4 98,0
Poension incomdesscee ZZ.Q 16.5 24,7 273 12,2 1l.7 14 .6 2.0
Less than ‘75[. see 3 ] «6 o6 4 o4 ———— ’ ol
75=149¢00ccsc0cnae 8 o6 1.0 «8 9 9 1.1 ol
1502990 cecsscaae 2.4 1.9 246 3.1 1.7 1.7 1.7 Y4
3%‘599..0-.0.0... 5.7 4.5 6'4 607 304 305 2.7 05
600~899:s0cesccces Sl 347 6.1 642 3.6 346 3.6 o6
900=1,199¢00c0000s 2.1 1.6 243 27 o8 o6 1.5 ol
1,200-1,499¢000000 3.2 2.4 3.2 4,8 o8 4 2,1 o2
1.5%'1’7”. [AXXR Y] <€ 06 100 .e .4 .3 08 02
1,800-2,0994 ¢ 00se o3 o3 o4 ol o2 ol 6 (3)
2,100-2,399-... YY) ol (3) 2 «2 ol (3) 2 . ——
2,4(»-2'999....000 4 oz S ] (3) r— 02 (3)
3.“ O MOXCoceece oI 4;3 %] 8 cl ‘l_ — _O!-_
Benefiolery groups with pension inocome
Number of groups | 2,391 | 710 | 1,004 668 310 241 69 50
Totaleessscesees 10020 100 _0__ 1000 10040 100,0 1000 4 I_IQ0.0 0}.(00.0
Less than 37500000 2,5 5.9 243 242 2.9 3.7 S— 04,0
T5=2490000cscscene 3.5 3.3 3.9 3.0 7.4 745 7,2 26,0
150-299. XXX xxyl 11,0 11,7 10.4 11.2 13,9 14,5 *11,6 10,0
300-59%¢ccccsccsce 25,8 27.0 25.8 24 .6 27.4 29.9 18,8 24,0
600=899¢csesececce 23,4 22,4 24,6 22,6 29.7 3l.1 024,6 2840
900-1, 199400 esccee 947 9.6 95 10.0 6.1 540 ¢10.1 4,0
1,200-1,499¢c00c0s | 1446 14.3 12.8 17,5 6.1 3.7 | #14.5 *840
1,500=1,799¢ casese 3.6 3.9 4,2 2.2 342 2,5 *5.8 *8.0
1,800-2,099¢ccs000 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.5 1.6 -8 *4,.3 02,0
2,100-2,3994000000 o7 e o9 o7 o6 o4 *1l.4 S
2.400-2,999....... 1.7 1.4 242 1.3 3 S— *l.4 2,0
3,000 or morececece 242 1.7 2.0 3.0 o6 o8 — »4,0
Medianecceccccee 3693 3600 3636 3712 $582 ‘540 $7l7 $60°
Peroent distribution computed on smnll base and therefore subjeot to large sampling variation,.

Represents money inoome received as retirement pay from public or private employes benefit
plans, railroad retirement benefits, and union pensions financed entirely by members,
Husband not entitled on wife's wage record but may be on his own.

Less than one tenth of 1 peroent. .

o e

Ue Ss Department of Health, Education, and Welfare

Sooial Security Administration
Bureau of Old-Age and Survivors Insurance
Division of Program Analysis, April 1953



Nattonal Survey of Old-Ag2 and Survivors Insuramoa Berefiolaries, 1951

Tahla B-205.—~Money income of benefiolary groups from veterans' pensionssl/ Peroent
distribution by amount during survey year

Benefiolnries With No Benefit Suspensions

Men old-agde beneficiaries Worrn old—age benefiocliaries
ed
. Pension inoome . | Married, | Married, _ Ag
Total mn?':-;.led wife wife not| Total nnz::od M‘;jﬁ'ed widows
entitled | entitled
A1l benefiolary groups
Number of groups | 10,864 | 4,358 | 4,059 | 2,447 | 2,531 | 2,058 473 2,528
Totaleceescosnce 100.0 100.0 100,0 100;_0__ __‘}.9_0’.’0. ) 100,0 100,0 10000
No pension incomee.e 9743 97.8 972 964 | 9748 97.8 97«9 9742
Pension incomdeseses 2.7 242 248 3e6 242 242 201 248
Less than 375000.- — — — et Té) — 2 w—
75-149.000000004000 3 3 (3) —— 01 .1 02 ——
150299 es0cecccce 3 . 3 — el — — ] n—
3“”...‘....... .1 .1 .1 .2 1.3 1.5 .2 2.5
600=899¢ec00ccscne «8 o7 7 1,0 6 5 1.1 o4
900-1,199:v0s0000s |. 146 1,2 1.8 2.1 ] (3) ot —
1.2%1,4990.-0000 .1 (3) 01 '1 - — — —
1’5%’1’7”..0100. —— —— e L d S —— o——— ——
1,800-2,099-...... ‘3) S e (3) — o —— ao——
PBenefioiary groups with pension inoome
Number of groups 297 95 13 89 | 55 45 10 71
Totalecesscocese 100,0 | ¢100.0 10040 0100,0 | 210040 | «100,0 +100.0 +100,0
Less than §754ceee — — L — *l1.,8 | —— +10,0 —
75=149e0s0s0000000n . o7 *).1 ) — 05,5 04 .4 010,0 ————— .
Bo-zggoooooncl'.. 13 .2.1 —— '2.2 — —— ——eu —
300=599ccss00s0c0e 5.4 05,3 4.4 6,7 58,2 ¢68.9 . ¢10,0 *87,3
600=899s snscecsoes 29, ©33,7 26¢5 *28,1 29,1 224 .4 *50,0 *)2,7
900-1,199.cc0c0000 59.6 ¢55.8 6347 s58.4 5,5 02,2 #2040 S——
1'200'-1,4990-q-ooo 3.4 02,1 4.4 3.4 — _— - -
1.5%"1,799.000.0. So— ——— _— 1 Sem—— —— — ——— —
1,800—2,099.--0000 o3 — —— *l.1 — L t— o
Modianeessoeesse | $1,080 | $1,000 | $1,0080 | $1,080 3576 $576 $792 $576
Perocent distrihution computed on small base and therefore subject to largs samplimg variation,

Rapresents money income reoeived from the Federal Governmsnt by veterans and the dependents of
veterans as pensions, oompeasation for permansnt disability, snd death benefits.

Husband mot entitlsd on wife's wage reoord but may be onm bis own,

Less than one tenth of 1 percent,.

S

Ue Se Department of Health, Education, and Walfare
Sooial Scourity Administrstiom

Bureav of Cld-Age and Survivors Insurance
Division of Program Analysis, 4dpril 1953



National Survey of Old-Age esnd Survivors Insuranoce Benefiolarles, 1951

Table B-206,—Earnings 1/ of old-age benefiolaries and aged widowss
distribution by amount during survey year

Benefioiaries With No Benefit Suspensions

Percent

Men old~age beneficiaries Women old-age benefiolaries Aged
, ge
Earnings —  |Married, | Married,| _
¢ Total | rohcy | wite [wifo not| motar [ o=, |Mefried | widows
—_|entitled | entitled
‘ All benefiolaries
Numbsxr of N
benofioiaries | 10,864 4,358 4,059 2,447 2,531 2,058 473 2,528
Totalesesascase P__J-OO.O 10040 100,0 100,0 100,.0 10040 00,0 102_._?__
No ea.rningﬂ _3/0...0 7545 7848 76.1 68,5 79.8 7849 8349 870
ltrnings eencecceces 2445 . zl_gg 23,9 33]_.35 20,2 21.‘!.‘ 16.1 13.0
Less thui 3750.00 3,7 3.8 34 3.9 4,1 4,3 3.2 1,6
75=149% es0escscnn 249 3.0 2.4 3e7 2.7 2.9 1.9 1.6
1502994000500 ces 3.9 3.6 3.4 5«6 4,0 4,0 3.8 3el
300-8599¢ccccsccce 54 4.8 5.5 6.5 543 545 4,0 4,3
600-899¢¢c0s00ses 24,0 1.5 2.0 247 1.7 1.7 1.7 9
900=1,199¢0ce0cee 1.1 «8 1.3 1.3 o7 «8 2 o4
1,200—1,499. XXX o9 «9 o7 1.6 o4 o3 oY 2
1,500~1,799¢0csce 8 5 o9 1.1 5 ) 2 3
1,800—2,099.-00.0 9 «6 102 1.1 4 ) — 02,
2,100-2,399¢00 000 N o4 o7 o7 3 o3 2 1
2,400-2,9990 00000 1,0 o7 1.0 147 ol ol 2 ol
3,000 0r morecess }‘.3 48 1.6 1.6 92 22 2 _pj_z__
Benefiolaries with earnings
Number of bene~-
fioclaries 4/, 2,666 924 972 770 511 435 76 328
Totaleeeeseesse | 20040 | 200,0 | 1200,0 | 200,0 | 100,0 | 100,0 | #100,0 10040
Less than ‘75. XX} 15,0 1747 «3 ] 0ed JEEL 19,7 E 2
75=149¢ccccccccne 11,8 14,0 9.9 11.7 13¢5 13,8 011,8 12,5
150-299, . ceeecscne 16,1 16.9 14.1 17.7 19.8 19,1 ‘23.7 24.1
300-599¢ 000000000 2242 2245 23,1 20.5 26.0 2642 25,0 32,9
600=899¢css00000e 840 649 8.3 Be7 8.2 78 10,5 7.3
900~1,199¢cccecee 4.5 347 55 4,2 33 3.7 1,3 3e4 .
1,200=1,499¢000 00 3.9 4,1 248 449 1.8 1.6 . 0246 145
1,500-1,799¢cccce 3.2 244 347 3e5 243 245 1,3 244
1,8&-2.099...... 3'8 209 4;9 3.5 1-8 201 — 102
2,1(”—2.3990 cecee 243 1.9 2.8 242 l.4 1.4 01,3 «6
2,400-2,999¢c000 0 442 363 4,0 54 #6 o5 *1,3 o6
3,000 Or MOYCeoen Sel 346 6,6 5«2 1,0 «9 1,3 1,2
Medianeeee LXXY Y] 3396 ‘3(” ‘420 $4°° 3273 ‘260 ‘250 ’3«’

Footnotes At end of table.

(Continued)



Natlonal Survey of 0ld-Age and Survivors Insuranoe Beneficliaries, 1951

Table B~206.—Earnings )/ of old-age bencficlaries and aged widowas Peroent
distribution by awount during survey year—Continued

Bepeficiaries With No Benefit Suspensions

Men old-age beneficiaries Women oldwage beneficlaries
Aged
Ezrnings _  |Married, | Married, -
Total |00 | wife  |wite not| Total | on, | MeZied | widom
entitled | entitled )
Beneficiaries with earnings in covered employment
Number of bene-
ficiaries 4/, 1,544 583 557 404 334 279 55 229
Percent of all :
beneficiaries 4.2 134 13.7 1645 1342 1346 11.6 9l
Totalesscescece 100,0 10040 10040 100,0 10040 100,0 *100,0 1000
Less than $75.cec0e | 1342 14,1 T 1244 13.1 16.5 16,5 *16,4 9.6
75=149e cvssassscnce 10,6 13,2 749 10.4 132 1249 *14,5 13,1
150-2”.0......0..- 16.6 17‘3 13.5 1908 21.0 1904 ‘29.1 22.7
300-599¢0cccacccace 25.9 25.9 2647 24.8 33.8 33.3 *36.4 40,2
600=899¢sassscscane 842 8.2 747 a9 6.3 742 »1,8 79
900—1,199....-..... 401 3.6 4.5 405 3.6 309 .108 206
1.2%1,4%‘ (KXY XX ] 307 3.6 3.2 4.5 105 1.8 — ‘4
1,5“)"1,79900000000 3.3 2.9 3.8 3.2 1.5 1.8 — 202
1_,800—2,099.......- 344 2.2 5.4 245 1-2 1.4 — —
2,100-2,399.....-.. 2.1 1.5 392 1.2 o6 o7 S— o4
2’4«)"2.9990.00..0. 3.6 3.1 3.8 4,0 o3 4 — 9
3.0«) OY MOXCesenoe 53 4.3 749 342 o6 a7 — —
lbdian. (XX XXYY Y ’4)1‘2 s346 ;&80 $380 ;296 3300 ;240 §312
Beneficliaries with earnings in noncovered employment
Number of bene— .
ficiaries ;Ij. 1,232 373 454 405 210 187 23 © 108
Peroent of all
bemfioimﬂ' l_.l(oa 8‘6 11'2 _;6.6 8.3 9!;_ 4.9 4.3
Totalesooscccns 100,0 100.0 100,0 100.0 100,0 100.0 +100,0 100.0
Less than $75¢c000e 19,9 5605 1845 15.3 31,9 32,1 03044 54.1
75-149000000000003. 14.0 14.5 13.9 13.6 15.7 17.15( ‘403 13.0
150-299¢ss0cecccone 16.9 172 17.4 16,0 17.1 18.2 *8,.7 24,1
300"5990.00..0‘0-0. 15‘9 16'4 1603 ]5.1 12.9 13.9 ‘4.3 13.9
600-800¢cscsccocnce 7.1 51 7.2 8,1 76 53 26,1 5.6
900-1,199.......... 4.5 3.5 6.2 3.5 209 302 So— 406
1,200"1,499..00 (XX N 304 3.8 2-0 4‘7 . 109 1!1 .807 307
1,500-1,799........ 2.9 1.6 3.3 3.7 3!8 3t7 ‘4l3 2.8
1,8«)-2,099........ 4.1 4t0 400 4.2 104 106 — 3.7
2,100=2,399¢ 0000000 244 2,1 2,2 3.0 2.4 2,1 4,3 9
2,400-2,999........ 4.6 3.2 3.9 607 100 l5 .403 banennd
3,000 or moreecccecs 443 2,1 4.4 6a2 1.4 1.1 8443 3.7
Medianeeecceeos ‘294 *200 $3°° *325 3171 slso sem $168

Footnotes at end of tadle,

(Continued)



National Survey of Old-Age and Survivors Insurance Beneficiaries, 1951

Table Be206¢—Earnings 1/ of old-age benefioiaries and aged widowss Percent
distribution by amount during survey year—Continued

Benefioclaries With No Benefit Suspensions

ko

e

Percent distribution computed on small base and therefore subject to large sampling variation.
Represents covered and noncovered wages and salaries of 31 or more and income from roomers and
boarders and other self-employment. Barnings in coversd employment represent all earaings in
employment that was covered at any time during the survey year, inoluding earnings of lesa
than $400 in self-employment that was oovered only when net earnings were $400 or more.
Husband not entitled on wife's wage reoord but mey be on his own.

Inoludes 13 men and 1 widow who reported minus or breask-even earnings.

The number of benefiolaries with earnings may be less than the sum of the number with earnings
in ooversd and nonoovered employment, sinoe soms benefiolaries reported both types of earningse

Us Se Department of Health, Eduoation, and Welfare
Sooial Security Adminlstration

Bureau of Old-dge and Survivors Insurance
Division of Program Analysis, April 1953



National Survey of Old-Age and Survivors Insuranoe Beneficiaries, 1951

Table B-207,—3MMoney income of bensfiolary groups from public assistancesl/ Percent

distribution by amount during survey year

Beneoficlaries With No Bensfit Suspensions °

Men old-age beneficiaries Women old-sge benefioiaries
Public assistance Aged
inoome Nop- |Merried,| Married, Non- | Married | widows
Total married wife vife not] Total married 2/
entitled| entitle
All beneficlary groups
Number of groups | 10,864 | 4,358 | 4,059 | 2,447 | 2,531 | 2,058 473 2,528
Totaleescenssoes 100.0 100.0 10040 100,0 100,0 100.0 100,0 100,0
No public assistanocs §04 76.6 8642 86.6 8043 79.0 8640 8702
Publioc assistanceeee|. 17‘5 23.4 13!8 1344 19.7 21,2 14g° 128
Less than *75.--0. ; o0 ol 3 3 ) - a7 cz o6
75"149-.. sesscccos } ’ 1.4 2.4 .6 .9 1.2 103 .6 100
150499..".....‘. F 3.2 5.0 2.1 1.6 3.5 3.8 z.l 2.7
300-599ccaceenssne 6.9 10,4 4.1 5.5 8.1 9e3 3,0 55
600=899¢ s sssscsane 3.8 3.8 3.5 4.3 4.5 4.7 4,0 2.2
900—1’ 1990 ecacsces } 101 Q7 1.8 .B 1.5 1.3 2.3 ‘6
1,2(”-1,499. essvee .3 .1 .7 —— 01 ——— 04 01
1,5“)—1.799..---..» o2 (3) l_5 — ol — 6 —
1,8&"2’099--1-.-. .l ———— 01 S— !1 — J6 ——
Benefiolary groups with public assistance income
Number of groups| 1,908 | 1,020 559 329 499 433 66 323
Totale.s fssscses 100,0 ;(X)QO 100.0 100.0 X 100.0 &po 0100.0 100.0
‘Less than ‘75---0. h—..ﬁ 4,6 —Eol 2.4 3.0 3.2 «1.5 4,
75=149ccececeonssal 77 10,1 4.1 64 640 6.2 04,5 8,0
150-299.... XXX Y ) 18.1 2105 15.6 12.2 17-8 18.2 ‘15.2 21.‘
3005994 cass000nne] 39,5 44,2 30,1 41,0 11,1 44,) «21.2 43,3
600—399- 3 o‘o [ EXN NN N 21.8 16.2 25.8 32.2 23 .o 22.2 .28.8 17.3
900-1,190400ssc0sa| 643 2.9 12,7 5.8 7.4 6,0 | #1647 5.0
1,200-1,999....... 1.7 4 5.0 — o4 — ¢3,0 06
1,500=1,799%veesen 1.1 ol 36 — o6 —— 84,5 —
1,8«)‘2,099...'-0. q3 —— 1'1 — .6 —— '405 ——
Msdianessasceense ‘457 $374 ‘576 $506 ‘469 1 ‘438 ‘626 3402
Percert distribution computed on small base and therefore subJject to large sampling variation,

.
1/ Represents money income from old-age assistance, aid to the blind, aid to the permanently and
totally disabled, aid to depoendent obildren, gensral assistance, other State and local programs
based on need such as for veterans, and spesoial relief grants for flood or disaster by Federsl,
State, and looal public agencies,
%/ Husband not entitled on wife's wage record but may be on his own.
3/ 1less than one tenth of 1 percenmt,
Ue Se¢ Department of Health, Eduocation, and Welfare
Sooial Seourity Administration
Bureau of Old-Agde and Survivors Insuranoce
Division of Program Analysis, April 1953



National Survey of Old-Age and Survivors Insuranoe Bensflolaries, 1951

Table B-300,—Net worth 1/ of benefiolary groupst Peroent distribution by value
et end of survey year

Benefiolaries With No Benefit Suspensione

Men old-age bepeficlaries Women old-age benefiolaries
Aged
. Net worth — | Married, | Married, -
. Total m?-xo";od wife wife not| Total mal;:':od mgrjied widows
entitled| entitled
. _ All bensficiary groups
Number of groups | 10,864 4,358 4,059 2,447 2,531 2,058 473 2,528
Tobalesesaseeces | 100.0 100,0 100.0 100,0 100,0 100.,0 10040 100.0
Liabilities exceed
as80tB8eccccccesne 4,5 4.9 3.6 Se4 4,7 4,5 5.5 .7
No assete or
liabilities 3/.4 22.8 37.8 13,6 11.5 2841 3.1 15.4 24.4
Assets exosed ,
liabilitieseceee 72.7 57.4 gz‘og 83.1 67.3 64,5 79.1____ » 7349
Less than $500.... 749 12,0 5.3 4,9 11,7 12.6 7e2 | 10e1
500=999%¢sssss0ssce 4,3 53 3.5 344 Se2 5.6 Je4 4,7
1,000=1,999¢000000 6.0 6.0 5.6 Ge4 6.4 6.7 4,9 Sel
2,000-2,999¢000000 4.6 3.9 4.8 546 S5e3 5.3 55 Sel
3,0%—3'9990000000 4.6 4.0 4.7 5‘6 ‘ 4.4 4.5 4.2 400
4,000=4,999c00000 4,2 3.2 4.9 5.0 4,2 3.9 55 | 4,1
55000=9,999¢00¢0000 17.8 0.6 22,7 2242 15,0 13.4 22,0 1846
10,000-24,999400¢ ¢ 1747 91 24,1 22,4 12,5 10.1 2246 16.8
25,000-49,999¢00 ¢ 347 1.9 4,8 4,9 2.0 1.7 3.0 . 37
50'000 Or MOYBesse 2.0 l.l 2,3 247 3 4 o8 . 1Y)

Medianeeeoaccees |_$2,983 $22) $5,610 5,217 | $1,046 $551 | 34,502 _$2,700

Benefiolary groups with assets exceeding liabilities

Number of groups | 7,808 | 2,499 | 3,363 | 2,033 | 1,702 | 1,328 374 1,868

Totalessceoceses LO0,0 00 }%,O | LOO!O i 10040 100.0 100.0 ;00,0
Less than $5004e.4 ) ) o4 . Iao" 19.8 251 o7
sw-m..'I....... 5.9 9.5 4.2 4.1 7'7 8.7 4.3 6.3
1,000=1,999¢¢0 0000 8.2 10,3 6.8 77 9.5 10,5 Gel 7.0
2)00“.999...00.. 6,4 6.9 3.8 6.8 789 8.2 7.0 7.0
3’000"3'9990000000 Ge4 7.0 547 6e7 6.6 6.9 S.3 5.5
4,000=4,999¢ 600000 5.8 3.3 5.9 6.0 6.2 6.0 7.0 5.0
5,000=9,999¢4 00000 24.4 18,3 27.4 2647 22,4 20,9 27.8 25,2
10,000-24,9994 ¢ ¢ s s 24,3 15.9 20,0 26,9 18,6 15,7 28,6 22.8
25,000-49,999¢s00 0 Sel 33 5.8 5.9 2,9 2,7 347 5.0
50’000 or mOXY@geeee 2.7 1.9 3,0 3.3 o7 ) 1.1 2.2

MediaNecesssonne ‘6.334 ‘3‘ 100 ",5& ‘7.000 34'132 ‘3,285 36‘ 968 ‘5’790

1/ Represents the Aifference between the value of assets and the value of liabilities. Assets
represent the net value of an owned home, other real estate, an owned business, liveatook,
patents, snd oopyrights; and cash, bank deposits, all types of stooks and bonds, snd louns to
others, Liabilities represent balanoces owed on 1natallment purchases, bills past due on open
aooounts, for rent, taxes, interest on mortgages, and medical care; and borrowings on 1life
insurance and seourities and unsecured borrowings, Lifa insurance is not inocluded as an asset,

%/ Husband not entitled on wife's wage record but may be on his own,

_/ Inoludes benefioclary groups whose assets and liabilitiss balanced,

Us 8¢ Department of Health, Education, and Welfare
Soolal Security Adminirtration

Fures of Clé-Age and Survivors Insurancs
Divislon of Program Analysis, April 1953



National Survey of Old-dge and Survivors Insurance Benefiolaries, 1951

Table B-30),~Homs owuership of benefiolary groupss
omership and mortgage status at end of survey year

Bene ficiaries With No Benefit Sus

Percent distribution by home

engions

Men old-ege beneficiaries

Women old=age benefioclaries

Homws ownership and i TNerried dged
mortgage status Total N°;1;‘d mzi: ’ '1;: :oi’: " motal N°;l;'d Married | widows
- e entitled eg;t_itledl
All benefiolary groups
Number of groups | 10,864 4,358 4,059 2,447 | 2,531 | 2,058 473 2,528
Totaleesssossoee 100!0 10040 10010 100.0 )];00.0 100.0 10040 1«)!0
Home not ownedescese 5049 7S 3642 32,1 6746 7249 44,5 5861
Homs ownedesevacecse 4911 2448 Q.L 6729__ 3244 271 5545 4149
Without mort gagese 41,0 ilcl 54,1 54,8 26.4_ 2244 4443 3563
With mortgageeecses 8ed 348 9e7 131 6.0 448 11.2 696
Benefiolary groups with home owned
Number of groups 5,329 1,081 | 2,585 1,663 820 558 262 1,059
Totalecossessecos 10040 100,0 100.0 10040 100!0 10040 100‘0 10040
Without mortgageeess 833 | 8447 8448 8046 8le6 8244 798 8405
With mortgegeessssse 16,3 1543 1562 19,4 1844 17.6 20,2 1547
p Husband not entitled on wife's wage record but may be on his owne.

Ue S Department of Health, Eduoation, and Welfare
Soolal Seourity Administration
Buresu of Old=-Age and Survivors Insurance
Division of Program Analysis, JApril 1953



vatiopal Survey of Old-Age and Survivors Insuranoe Benefiolaries, 1951

Tatle B-302.—Nonliquid and liquid assets 1/ of benefiolary groupss

Benefiolarles With No Benefit Suspensions

Peroent distribution
by ownersbip of assets and valve of liquid assets at end of survey year

Ownership of assete Men old-age benefioiaries Women old=ege beneflolaries aget
and value of _ Married,| Married, -
liquid ascete Total m::,:.;\e a wife wife nofy Total mﬁ:ed Ma-zr;ied widowe
entitled] entitled
Number of groups | 10,864 4,358 4,059 2,447 2,53). 2,058 473 2,528
Totalececoesons 0 100.0 100.0 10000 100.0 100|0 10000 100_0_0___ 10000
No a28etB8eccccccence 2644 42,0 1643 15,4 31.6 34,5 18.8 25.6
Nonliquid as8etBesce 5345 3044 6742 7241 36.8 31.5 60,0 4669
No liquid assets.. 14.4 9.0 15.8 2146 10.4 946 14,0 13.0
Liq‘.\id a88¢tBacece 39.2 21.4 5144 505 26.5 21.9 46-_}1 34,0
Less than $500.o 10,1 56 11l.6 Y.S Be4 7 o2 13,7 8.2
500-999csscesene 4,9 246 645 6e3 J.4 2.9 5.5 5.0
1,000~1,999cases 6ol 3.8 843 | 6e8 4,0 343 762 Sel
2,000~2,999¢00 00 3.8 242 4.9 4,7 2.8 2.2 Sel 4.]
3,000-3,999¢04000 2.4 1.1 Je4 2.8 1.7 1.3 3.6 1.9
4,000-4,999¢0000 1.8 1.0 2.7 1.8 1,5 «9 4,0 1.5
5,000~9,999¢ 0000 4,9 243 7.0 640 248 245 4.4 .3e8
10,000-24,99944 s 363 1.8 4.4 4,1 - 1a5 1.3 2.3 3.0
25,000-49,999. .4 1.0 5 1.3 1.3 2 .2 .2 o8
50,000 or more.. «9 o5 1.2 1.1 ol ol — o5
Liquid assets onlye. 20,0 2745 1645 1245 31a.6 34.0 21,1 2745
Iess than $500.. 7.0 10.1 5'1 4,4 11.3 ]2.1 8.0 8'7
500=099¢sessecne 3.0 4.0 2.6 1.8 4.8 Sel 3.4 3.9
1,000-1,999. ¢ e es 3.1 3.8 3.2 1.8 4.5 5.0 2,5 3.6
2,000=2,9994 4046 1.6 2.2 1.3 1.0 3.0 3.1 2.5 2,7
3,000=3,99% 0+ a0 1.2 17 o9 o7 1.7 1.8 1.3 1.8
4.000"‘4'999|¢c00 .e 101 06 .6 1.3 1.5 -9 1.2
5,000-9,9994.0 ¢4 1.8 2.5 l.4 1.1 249 3.2 1,7 3.2
10,000-24,999a s 142 1.6 1.0 9 1.5 1.7 o6 1.8
25,000-49,999. ¢ o2 «3 Y4 o2 4 S 2 4
50'000 or morese 02 .2 .2 ‘1 .1 .l —— .1

Nonliquid assets represent the net value of an owned home, other real estate, an owmed business,
livestook, patents, and ocopyrights, Liquid assets represent cash, bank deposits, all types of
stooks and bonds, and loans to others, Life insurance 1s not inocluded as an asset, Ninety-
one peroent of all benefiolary groups with nonliquid assets owned their homes,

2/ Husband not entitled on wife's wage reoord but may be on his own.

L

Ue Se Department of Health, Education, and Welfare
Sooial Security Administration

Bureav of Cld-Ag=z and Survivors Insurance
Division of Program Analysis, April 1953



Netional Survsy of Old-Age and Survivors Insurance Beneficiaries, 1951

Table B-303.—~Liquid assets 1/ of benefioiary groupss Peroent dictribution by value at
end of survey year

- _Denefiolaries With No Remefit Suspensions

Men old-age beneficiaries | Women old-age benefiolaries |
Valve of 1liquid - Aged
assets | rotal None- Ms;irled. Man-ie:; Total Non— Married | widows
o%al | married fo | wife n 08l |married 2/

entitled]| entitle
All bepefiolary groups

Number of groups | 10,664 4,358 4,059 2,447 2,531 2,058 473 2,528

Totelesscosssess |_200,0 | 200,0 | 00,0 | 200.0] 200,0 | 100.0 100.0 | 200,0.
No 11Q\11d assetseces 40,9 Sl.l 32 ol 37.1 42,0 44,2 32,8 3847
biquid a88etlecconce 590& 48,9 67 0)9'? 6249 580_0__ 558 67.2 61,3
Less than 3500".. 170 1547 1607 19,8 1947 igo! 2.8 iﬁ.B
500=9990c00cscesce 79 | 646 9.l 801 842 8.0 8.9 Be9
1,000=1,999¢cc0000 9.2 7 ¢S 1.5 B8e6 B35 8.2 97 867
© 2,000=2,9990000000 Sed 4,5 6.2 547 5.8 © 53 7.6 6.8
3,000=3,999c000000 3¢5 2.8 43 35 3.4 3.l . 4,9 37
4,000-4,999¢000000 2.6 2,1 33 24,5 2.8 244 4,9 247
5,000=9,999¢00c000 646 4.8 Be4 7.0 Se7 5.6 Ged 7.0
10,000-24,9990¢40 ¢ 4,5 3.4 Ced 5.0 3.0 3.0 3.0 . 448
25,000-49,999¢¢¢0¢ | le2 8 1.6 le4 o7 o7 o4 1.2
50,000 or moresese 1.1 o7 15 § 1.3 4 o3 — o6
Modianececceenes $270 $0 _$500 $244 203 $100 $323 $262

Beneficlary groups with liquid assets

Number of groups 6,424 | 2,132 2,754 1,538 1,468 1,150 318 21,549
 Totalecesesoscas | 200,0 | 200,0 | 100,0 | 200.0f 1200,0 | 200,0 100,0 | 100,0
Less than 3500. eee 8.7 32.0 24 .6 31.5 33.9 34,3 32.4 27.4
500=999¢s0c0c0nces 13,3 13,6 1.4 12.8 14,1 1443 13,2 14.6
1,000-1,909¢¢00s00 15.6 15.4 16,9 13.7 14,6 14,7 14,5 4.2
2,000-2,999¢¢s0000 9ol 9.1 942 9.1 2,9 9.6 11.3 1l
3,000-3,99%¢0c000e 640 S.8 G4 545 549 Se6 742 6.l
4,0004,999¢000000 | 45 4.3 4,0 3.9 4,9 4.3 7.2 4,4
5,000-9,999....... © 1.2 9.8 12.4 1.2 0.9 10,1 9.1 11,4
10,000-24,999..... 7.6 6.9 840 749 5. 503 4.4 748
25,000-49,999..“. 2.1 107 203 2.3 1.2 1.3 ‘6 200
50,000 Ol_' mOrCesee 1.9 1.4 201 2.0 ol .5 S 1.0

Medianeeeseseese | $1,511 | $1,200 | 81,600 $1,244] $1,135 | 31,000 $1,146 $1,281

Represents oash, bank deposits, all types of stcoks and bonds, and loans to others.
2/ Husband not entitled on wife's wage record but may be on his o,

Us S Department of Health, Education, end Welfare
Soolal Sacnrity Administration
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