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INTRODUCTION

MICHIGAN FACES FACTS is a handbook of information
about older people in Michigan and the United States.
It is hoped at these facts will prove interesting
and valuable to those participating in the Michigan
Conference on Aging.

Although the age gr 65 an over was arbitrarily
chosen as the basis for compiling these statistics,
it is not intended that the older population be
defined as begiiag with 65.

Data relative to age groups by ety for Michigan
represent pre ina tabulations. Total population
figures by coI-t in Michigan are-taken from fi
reports of the U. S. Bureau of Censw.

Appreciation is expressed to Dr. Amos Hawley for
providing data for the section on migraton, to
Marcine Westerman for her designs drawings, and
to Woodrow uider, Glen Urard, and Helen Maurice
for their assistance in preparation of data.
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OLDU PEOPLE COIN OU R MIC

Thore are 4e6l,619 peope 65 ea of e ver
living in the State of Michi. Mot of t0
older peopleHlive in the sir ha of
Lover Pei l Forttree percent at the totl
65 Of age eM ovOr live in Valye, Kents
oskinA, axnd Genesee Countles.

Number 65 and ove

*. 1,000

* 500

0 250

* Thls represets 139 dots of 13X,778 persons
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STATEWIDE INCREASE IN THE NUMBER OF OLDER PEOPLE

Every county of the state showed an increase
in the number of people 65 years of age and
over free 1940 to 1950. The percent of increase
ranged from 5.6 in MjLkaska County to 110.0 in
Roscomon County.

Percent of increase
of population
65 ad ovr
1940-1950

1.1-20.O
.1-,1

'7 /T/
* 20.1-40

6o0~i-so.0
y _

60,ol-M0o~

' 5d0.1100.0

100.1 and over
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INDUSTRIAL COUNTIES OF NICHIGA AVE LOWER RATIOS OF OLDER PEOPLE

The prption of the total population 65 and
over varies from 4*7 perent in ab C
to 140,o percent in Lake cunty.
are smaflest for the industria counties of
Mc , Oakland. Mid Wame nd Genesee
and largest for the counties at Lake, Van Biwn,:
eenw, oughton, Antrim and. Grand Traversee

Percent Of
totl pOpulation

65 a0dover
1950

LII 4a -f 6.o

IA.6o1 8.0
YI,

rlwm

8o1- 10.0

1p01 - 12.0

12,l - AA
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POPULATION CHANGES IN MICHIG DURING THE PAST DECADE

The total population -f Michigan has increased
21.2% frcm 1940 to 1950. Macomb and Washtenaw
Counties have shown the largest percentage of
increase* Seventeen counties, located in the
Upper Peninsula and in the northern section of the
Lover Peninsula9 show a decrease in population.

Peroent
1940

El_
Of e

- 1950

Decrease in

population

Increase from

0.1% to 19.9%

Increase from

20.0% to 39.9%

Increase
40.0% to

from

59.9%

Increase of
60.0% or more



PERENT OF INCRES IN THE TOTAL POPULATION COWPARE 1TH THAT
OF THE. POPUIATioK 65 Am ovaR. FoQR TESTATE OF' MECHIGAW, l900-1l95O

The total population for Michigan
increased 161% from 1900 to 1950
in contrast to an increase of 98%
for the country as a whole. The .
state's older population, like
that of the United States, almost
quadprpled itself. (See page 7.)
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THE DISTRIBUTION Ol THE OLDER PEOPLE 0±? THE uNITED STATES

The greatest concentrations of older peoples according to the
1948 population estimates of the Bureau of Census, appear in
New York, California, rennsylvania, illinois9 Ohio and Texas in
which states reside 41 percent of the total population 65 and over.

Michigan ranks in eight place with respect to the total number of
people 65 and over.

The largest ratios of older people, however, are to be found in the
states of Mev Hampshire, iova a s where there are appro-itately
10 perons 65 years or age d over per 100 population.

* 5°p°°0 \.1 V~~~~~~~~~~ s

eIsee

00 0 ~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 90 0

(125,000
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ODER PEOPLE CC1PRISE THE MOST RAPIDLY GROWING SAT OF TE POPULATION

B-etween 1900 and 1950 the total
population of the United States
ha doubled while the population
65 ad over ha quadrupled.
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A BEFECH CHT SHOWING SGIONS MIGRATION SJTDY

Source: The data on migation of people 65 years
of age over represented in the folloingcharts are taken from a study by Aos He Hlaley,
INiRA.STA TR I(XA IN MIC1G, 1935-1914.0
to be publhed wity Vf Mihig

A a& Grand Rapids
etropolitan regio

B _ Fliat e politan
Subregsion

C -0 Detroit Merpltan
Subr a

IU '
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N EFFECT OF MIGRATION

Migration to and fram regions of the state resulted in a net
loss of people 65 d over in eight of the eleven regions
Subregion C, or the Detroit metropolitan region, showed
the largest net loss while Subregion VIII showed the
largest not increase. (Continued next page.)
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NET EFFECT OF MIGRATION (Continued)
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OLDER PEOPLE IIGRATE TO A LESSER EXTENT THN THE
TOTAL POPUI&TION

Migrants to other regions in the
state during 1935-1940 constituted
2.8 percent of the total pJrbim
65 and over coupared ith 3.8 m
for the population as a hl.-

2.8%
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URBAN PIAC&S ATTRACT OLDER WEN MIGRANTS

Women miurants, 65 and over, showed a greater tendency to move to an urban area
than did the m 'migrants of the am ge- group. In all+ egion ecept B the
largest proportion of vomn migrants moved to an urban areas whereas in six of

(Continued next page)

Subregion 1 Subregion 4

.A

FemaleFemale Male Male

Subregion 2 Subregion 5

yenmale MaleFemale Male

Subregion 3 Subregion 6

'F mal e-'.Female Male male

Urban
Rural
non-fam

Rural
farz
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URBAN PLACES A OLER. WOM A (Continued)

the eleven regions am shoed a greater t eyo moe to rural non-farm areas.
Migration to rural areas constituted an e s propoirtion of total
migrations for both sexes.

Subregion 7 Subregion B

Fesale .le. Female

S8rgior 8 Subregion C

Fmale Male Iem Male

Subregion A

"I

/

Note: Cbirts show mition within
regions or to other'

wifin the state,

Ura is dofiaedl as any place
hbving a population of 2,5w0
0more.

LII
Urban

Ruwa1.
ao-

Rual.
fatsm
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TE CUT-OVER REGION OF MICHIGAN HUS HIGHER RATIOS OF PEOP'LE RECEIVING
OLD AGE ASSISTANCE GRANTS

The ttal nmber of OXd Age Assistace recipients
ws 97357 as of February, 1951. PrOtiOns of
people 65 over receiving OAk benefits are
psater for cOunties or the nrthe parts Of
Michiga than for counties in the southern part.

A.

vi

Percent of population
65 and over

receiving OAA

LII
1. .N11

14.0 - 20.9

21.0 - 27.9

28.0 a 34.9

35.0 41.9

42.0 - 48.9
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DEPL ON0 SAVINGS m-Te MAJOR REASON FOR REQUIRING OLD AGE ASSISTANCE BY
MICHIGNW'S OLDER PEtlPLE IN 194g9.50

19,123 cases were accepted for Old Age Assistance during the fiscal
year 1949-50. Of these, tbzrity-three percent (6,296) required aid
because their savis had been depleted. An adsitional thirtyaone
percent (5,839) were accepted for aid because of the loss or decrease
in earnngs through illness or through lay-offs or discharge from Jobis.

Reasons for
d~~i

Depletion Of 6
savings

Loss of earn-

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~,lo~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Inp,~~ ~,throu_,gh_

Loss in out.
side coti103
butiows

Other econom_
ic reasn22

Loss of eloy-
amot benefrits 82

Death or
absence of

1o No chneIn ecownoic circumstances within six u~tspirto acceptance on rolls.
Iraewlespersons who became eligible under agrsdence n te o.eooi
eligbiliy rquirements.

2. Inreased need, loss of income from Investments, rentals,. mltary bee Its inurance.

ate.~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~



OLD-AGE AND SURVIVORS INSURANCE BENEFICIARIES IN COUNTIS OF MICHIGAN

Twenty-rfive percent (116,941) of the total
population 65 and over in the State of Michigan
are on OASI rolls as of February, 1951.
Counties differ considerably with respect to
the proportion of people 65 and over receiving
OASI benefits. Proportions vary from 9.6
percent in Missaukee County to 35.9 pereent in
Gogebic County.

Percent of population
65 and over

receiving QASI

L

LII
I.

r)

9 .1 - 15.0

15.1 21.0

5,
21.1 - 27.0

IrYr./

27.1 - 33.0 i~~~~~~~~~F
33.1- 39.0
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1DPLODIET IS THE MAJOR SOURCE OF INCO4R FOR THEWUCOTRY'S OLDUR PEOPLE

In December, 1950, thirty percent of the total
population of the United States 65 eavoer
wre eloyed a receiving earnings. Twnty-
three percent were in receipt of Agrants
ad 21 percent w receiving SI benefitsl.

r4Federal
Civil
Svie
Retirement

.8%

7/'
eterasI

Program
2.4%

Beneficiaries
of Federal
Retirem.Rt Pro..
gra¢ (other
thnCivil

Serviee and
other stateand
local retirement
program)

303%Railroad /

Retiremant
24%
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BDGETFOR A CUPLi 65 XaES OR IEiRE OLD
Estimated Cost, October, 195(0

In the table below are listed estimates of iodest budgets for older people in
wvarious cities tbtheUnited. States. The budet o $1 i2n
Newr Orleas, Louisi to $1908 in llvaukee Wisconsin.

The *budget fail", acorig the dafinton of the U.s-. Lbor Departments
Bureau of Labor Statistiesp consists of a husbadA and wrife- about 65 y s of
age are renti a tw or tb sad l mit and taking
car of thmselves. They do not owt a car, and bthe bad is retired wnd
ezxloed only occasiall.

Dollar Costs

City ad State

Other Goods
Total BHusing and
Budget Services

Buffalo, New York . . . . *. , $1,698 $534 $1,164

Cinciati 0Ob * *. 1,,65o 485- 1.*165
Denver, Clodrado . ... 1,P746 S17 1,69

D1OIT, MICNIGA ...... . . 1,818 3 1,245

Jacksonville, iForida. . . . . ,l795 :E 1,1714

llukee Wiscosi . . . 10 7 1,203

NovewOrles isia . . . . 1.602 1i36' 1,166

Portland , i .M.ai.n. . 1,733 58 1,185

San raneisco, Calfornia . . . 1833- 7 1,266

Washingtn,D.C..... . .. 1,863 71 1,192

W-0-m-~~~.
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INOCHE IS LOW FM OLDER PEOPLE

'In 1948 about 3 illion of the U1 million persons 65 years of age and
ve in the United States had no money inaome of their own during the year.

Of the -* million with is money incaoem, almt one-third had inces of
less thn $500. . . . The median income for son 65 years and over wIth
indom was $1,00O This cpa e with about $3,000 for men with incom in
the age- p 35 , $2,800 for men with income in the age-grt
4+5-54,a abot $2,400 for men with incme in the ag grp 55-65."

3c0.5X
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MNEEB 65 AnD O IN LBOR FORCE
UNITED STATES

With the aging of the population there has er a similar change in the age
distribution of the labor force. At the present ti the age group 45 and
over akes up or one-third of the lab-or fro in contraist to one-fouirth
in 1890. As the population 65 and over has grovn in sie, the nuber of
employed older persons has increased from 936,000 in 1890 to apprcziaately
2,882,000 in 1950.

thousands thousands

3,000 3°000

2,500 /2,0

2,000 [ />~ 4 °2,000

1,00 1,

10~~~~~~~~~00 ~~~~~~~1,5000

00.~~~~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~~~~0

189 1900 1920 1930 1940 .19.eD
1890 1.900 1,920 1}930> 19140 19'0_ . _t1 I-
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THE LABOR FCRCE IS AGING -m BUT THE PROPORTION OF PEOPLE 65 AND OVER IN
TE1 LABOR FORCE IS DECREASING

Although the actual nwber of older persons in the labor
force has increased greatl aid although the labor force
as a whole is growing older, the percentage of people 65
and over who are employed is decreasing. In 1890, 68% of
the country's older men were employed; in 1950 that per-
centage had decreased to 41.6%
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OCCUPATIONS OF OLDER WORKERS, UNIED STTEs 1951 22
50% of em0ployed persons 65 and over are listed
in the occupational categories of (1) frmers aw
farm , (2) proprietors, mnagers ad
officials, or (3) service wrkers. laborers (other
than farm and ne) and farm laborers are the
smallest gArowps

Professional and
sai-professional

Farmers and

\ Prorietors,
mansages and
Oficials.

Clerical
Ini S~a4i Fpies

Craftsum
and foremen

.Operatives

: 3

:Lab~iers, exc ep1
farm and mine
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CAUS3 OF 1A 0 OLUU PEOPLE

sar Itl les 1,9
Cardiocu renal diseses ae the principal kifle o
older people In 1900c-ancer k fifth as a cause of death
in the older population, but in 1949 it had risen to second
place.

Percentage Distriblitiodi orf Causes Of Death
for Persons 65 Years and Over

19,49

Cause of Death Percent

Al causs

Cardiovasculare diseases . .. 6

Cancer and other lignant
Utr8 . * o* . . -. . . . . . .

Accidents . . # * . *

Ir~luesnza sd -_eimia,

Diabetes ielitus .

TUbeUc1lsis . . . *.

All other causes . * .

* * @ 0. 0*

*4 * * * *9

* * .....

. * . 00.

. *. * * .

100.0

10.3

3*6

1*3

.6

10.3

0
- 1, -1 '! mm
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OkR P(PI4 WTHMLDSNH IN BWE CROSS OR BWE S
MIQHIG-I.,.1950

In 1950, 12.57% of ic1)gsl'S older people were
In the Blue CroslanP; 11.2% had ebership-
in Blue, SeA Of Mich t
tion 29.5% w 26.6% weore e f Blue Cross
And Blue hld reopetive

30%

Total 65 6T
Population a over Population and over
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MICHIGAN ST HPAIAS ARE AN ING UERROF OWEU PEOPLE

There vas a 94 percent increase in the
nvuber of persons 65 and over atted
for the first time to state hospitals
between the e 1931 sad 191., While
Nicbigmlzs odr population was increasin8
byappr imately 80% bete 1931 =d 1950,
state hospit isoas for that age-
gromp inrerased 169 percent.

- 9~~3

.: 169%
incr~ease

-000 1931
~~~~~to

6r7 1950

/ increase/
- 1931/

/1 ~~~to
I3j19 1/19/

1931 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~1911ItsO

1931 1941 1950
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MIOST OLDER PEOPIE ARE MAJRIED AND LIVNG; YWITH SPOUSE

United States9 1949

About 80% of the older people of the country live in
famile8s, either with spouse or with other relatives.
Only a little over 4% live in institutions or large
rooming houseso

* 0. . .0 0 . 0 . 0

.o * *hvdJ 0

* :* * * i-0ese
* 0a * 0

\ *0 0 0 0 4O

* 0 * 0*.

* 0 0 0
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T OLPR PPLIE W cIE
195(:)l

C mity resiae of MiebgIa oldr people dos not
d~ffax' to any .r~nt fr~~mth t for *the aatle a a w *.
TSexrest rbixof pe-pvi 65 oVe iIatcha

InX, the i n Mt r
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MARITAL STATUS OF PERSONS 65 AD OVER, UITED STATES, 1940

Because men usually marr younger vtaen and
becase wen tend to outlive their husbands,
the distribution by marital status shows a
larger percentage of widows than widowers.
For the sam reason the proportion of married
men exceeds that of married women. The
statistics below indicate the status of the
individuals at the time the information was
secured.TlrvuftgwArercemTI
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OIDE PEOPLE HAVE HAD S SCHOO THANYEJYER PBPLE

Accordling to statistics f£r 19i47 twornty-tip
percent of the people 65 and cver had lesb
than 5 years of schooling ronpared witbh4ez'
cent of those 25 to 29 years of age. It -cll be
noted, also, that 60 percent of those 25 to 29
completed 1 to 3 years or 4 yeas of high school
training compared writh, 18 peent of those 65 and
overe These data reflect the expansion of school
facilities and a grcater eiphasis upon attendance
at school- during recent decades. AGH
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