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IV;ashington., D. C.., June 9, 1948. The United "ine- -i'orkers of

America proposed today that coal production !A0. cont'inued after July 1,

expiration date of the present contract.

The Union assurTd the nation that., depcndent upon operator acceptance

Of today's proposal, it will recommend that the more than 400.,000 soft-

coal miners rem-ain at work pcnding negotiation of a successor contract,

As joint wageE confercnces rocumod at the Statler Hotel, John L.

Lcv-"is, president of the M115A, made this specific offer to the bituminous

coal operators "in order to reassure thle nation and insure an adequate

sun ly of coal after July 1 ,.

It vwas noted that this 'is not a now procedure by the UWAi anid that

in years gone by tho anon has recommended that its members remain at

work under terms and conditions of the existing contract until a nevf

agreement has been reached.

The UMNdA called ulpon the operators to do their part in assuring con.

tinuation of coal production by pcrmitting "forthwNith the admninistrative

activation"t of the 1947 United Mtine liorkers of America ELelfare and Re-

tirement Fund,,

ilore than 146,000 injured and crippled soft-coal miners and members

of their familics will bce loft -irirtually pennile-ss after Jully 1 uless

the oDerators live- up to the present agreement and activate the 1947

wielfarc fund.

So that neither the coal opejrators nor miners my sulffer from this

proposed agreement., Kr eis suggested that the arrangement be subject

to cancellation by either upon five days' notice.

Thc text of the UAI-Ii¢ proposal is as follolrts:

"In order to reassure the nation and to insure an adequate suppliy

of coal after July 1., the United l-iine liorkers of America proposes as

follmvs:

1. Subject to acceptance by the bituminouls coal operators and

the approval of the 11inoworkers' National Policy Committee., the nego-

tiating representatives of the United -o1ne l;,orkers of America urill re-

commend that all bituminous coal mines rcmain in operation after the end
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of the vrac"-tion period on July 6, 1948, under the termns, cond'itions and

rules of existing agrcements, pending nl-.,gotiation of a successor contract;

with the- understCan,-ding that any chances or iprovremonts neJgotiated,

affect'ing wages or condit,ions of cmploymentJ wi-11 bo made retroactivre to

Jul.y 1, 1948., inclusive, provridcd:

a. 'That this arrangement may be subject to c"ancellation by

either party thereto, upon five days' noticre.

b. That the bituminous coal operators will ccause their trustee

representative on the United Iiine liorkers 4ibelfare and Re-

tirement Fund., under the existing contract., to pemrit forth-

,nth the administrative activation of said Fund., and that

the business of the Fund and the disbursements of its

monies bc govrerncd in all mnatters by the majority decision

of a-i ny of its three trustees; namnely, 11-essrs. Bridg-es,

Van Hiorn and Lewis or their rcspecetivre successor.

IIOTE: This same proposal wNas made by the UNKJA to Cyrus S. Ching, chief

ozf the U,S. Mediation and Conciliation Service on June-17, 1948


