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UNITED MINE WORKERS OF AMERICA 214 CALIFORNIA HALL
NEWS BUREAU
ULWA BUILUING
WASHINGTON 5, D.C.

Washington, D. C., June 15, 1948, — John L, Lewis at a press confer-
ence today made the following statement:

"Obviously you know that the operators walked out of the conferecnce
and terminated the negotiations, In doing so they took action which the
dine Vorkers were legally prohibited from doing., We did not possess that
freedon of action under the injunction, It must be equally obvious to
you that wc have negotiated under great difficulty in this conference,

"It is the first time in our experience that we were ever legally man-
dated to continue to sit in a conference as long as the coal operators
wished us to do so; the alternative, of course, being that they always had
the right to charge us under the injunctive instrument of not bargaining in
good faith, They were always frce to make this accusation in the conference
against which we had no defense.,

"So the actuality of bargaining was completely destroycd by the injunc-—
tive instrument. The Iiine Workers were disarmed while the operators sat
in the confercnce with this legal club., They nade the most of this legal
club, In the very nature of things such a conference in frec America was
bound to fail, DNegotiating under durcss is distasteful to a free-born
Arerican. IDuring the days of conferences we were only permitted to arrive
at the operators' pleasure and to depart when weariness affected them, which
is the most astounding type of collcetive bargaining confercnce, It will
be recalled by the press that on June 9 we made a proposal to the operators,
which meant in substence that after the vacation was ovcr, on the sixth of
July, our men would continue to work undcr the old scale, pending ncgotia-
tion of a successor contract, with the understanding that any changes or
improvenents ‘negotiatod affecting w ages or conditions of employment
would be made retroactive to July 1, 1948, inclusive; provided that the
operators will causc their trustee represcntative under the existing contract
to permit forthwith the administrative activation of the 1947 welfare Fund,
and that the business of the fund and the disbursements of its monics be
governed in all matters by the majority dceision of any of its three trustees

which was in accord with the contract and the law, zs we undcrstand the

law,
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"By inaction they have declined that proposal, and that is the situation
today, The conference is aborted by their departure, Our proposal meant
that as for the remaining period of the contract and as affecting the monies
already paid into the '47 fund to which they waived title and interest in
the contract be 1lcft solely to the discretion of the trustces, while we
proceeded.with an attempt to negotiate a successor agrecment., They made
some suggestions and to accept them would have meant that the United Mine
Workers would have abandoned to whatever fate might befall them: Over
40,3873 disabled United iiinc Workcrs' members who are now receiving benefits
up to and through Mey 31, 77.1 per cent of thosc nembers are permanently
disabled and will never work again and have no othcr source of income, It
contemplated the abandonment of 16,038 widows of which number 2,245 wcre
widows becausc their husbuands were killed in mine accidents outright, The
remcinder of the wilows! husbands having died because of injurics received
in the mines and other ordinary illncsses or ailments which affect mankind,
Those widows had 9,230 dependent children. 40,873 disabled miners had
wivecs and dependent children totalling 61,399, The total numbcr of persons
deperdent upon the welfarc fund is 127,540,

"The Mine Workers pointed out continuzlly during the conferencc that
vast number of human beings were victins of the industry and that their
lives had becn used up by the coal operators and that the coal industry re—
quired that sacrifice of human flesh and the Mine Workers averrcd that they
did not care to make a successor agrcement, now or in the future that would
abandon thosc pcople to die, either on their beds of pain or to become public
paupers,

"Thc iine ‘Jorkers do not care to pay that price for the privilege of
working in a coal mine, You will note that that number of beneficiaries
anounts to this, That practically every miner working in this industry is
related to one of these people who are no longer able to work, which makes
for human equations that renders it impossible for the public or anyone
else to expect that the coal miners of this country will abandon their sick
and injured to dic at the whim of the mercenary coal operators, and it is
the definite position of the United Mine Vorkers that it will not make an
agrecment that contcmplates this dastardly and brutal action., I doubt
thet scenes of human misery in the concentration camps of Germany exceed
such a cold-blooded susgestion and contemplate with equanimity the callous
gazing of human miscry as expressed by the operators' attitude.
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"There has been no discussion of the details of the 1948 agreement,
All press reports to the contrary notwithstanding, If after 11 months and
nearly 12 under the old agreement we are unable to get the operators to
honor that agreement, then there is little justification of our undertaking
to negotiate another agrecment without the guarantce for the honoring of
both,

"Those are the main mattcrs which have been made points of considcra—
tion by the Mine workcrs' negotiators in this confercnce, and they run to
the question of whether or not the men in the mining industry can be forced
urwillingly to mine coal and abandon their loved oncs or whether they can
not be so forced.

"We have comparatively few men as we have called attention to before,
who are capeble of mining the country's coal, and our whole economy, the
prosperity of our peoplc, and our national and world prestige is predicatcd
on keeping our economy functioning with an ample supply of this most pre-
cious commodity expressed in terms of modern civilized requircnents, I
again refer to the fact that we are thc only nation in the civilized world
capable of mining cnough cozl for our own requirements and have a supply for
export to other nations,

"The time has gone by when the coal opcrators can attenpt to brutalize
the mine workers and reap their will upon them by such an arbitrary posi-
tion and cxpeet at the same time the aid of the government of the United
Stetes in beating these men back into the mines, Men who arec beaten back
as slaves in the coal mines arc not good producers of coal, and the record
of all history sustcins that,

"So Americes should think about this problem, and public opinion should
support the ifinc Workers in insisting that an honorable agreement be ncgo—~
tiated as free ren negotiato’honorable agrecments and that agreenents
which have already been negotiated should be carried out according to the
letter of the bond,

"The operators have announced that under the injunction they are
through with the liine Woriters until the whin again scizes them, at which
timc they will again command our prescnce., They appear to think that the
ifinec Vorkers arc gallcy slavcs who can be scourged to their dungcons at

will, and I think that they arc due for a wide awakening,
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"T call attention again to the opulence of the industry and the magni-~
tude of their profits, -~ that there is no question about the ability of the
operators to pay a decent wage and maintain reasonable conditions, because
the public pays the operators enough for their coal to enable them so to
do. It is obvious that the operators have been trying to create a crisis
and to secure an excuse to terminate and abandon the negotiations., Their
reason for so doing is also obvious,

"They believe that they need only to stand off to one side to permit
the government to move in, secure an injunction and to impose legal sanc-
tions upon the men who mine coal and the union., In the past they have
been reasonably successful with that policy. They hope to be successful
again; and they see no reason for fighting the ifine workers themselves as
long as they can stand aside and have the government, under the Taft~Hartley
slave law, and at the expense of the taxpayers of this country, beat the
coal miners into submission. That is their policy, the long and the short
of it,

"I have frequently told the country that the key to this situation as
far as the contract is concerncd is held by two financial interests, repre—
sented by lcssrs, Fairless and Humphrey, of Cleveland, IHr, Fairless, re-
presenting U,S,Stecel with its great holdings in the coal industry and Mr,
Humphrey, a steel man, partner of Mr., Weir in the independent steel pro—
ducing business, controls a vast commercial tonnage in addition to the in-
dividual steel producers, Mr. George Love, agent of Mr, Humphrey, in this
conference holds 84,616,748 tons, Mr. Harry lMoses, agent of lir, Fairless,
sits in the conference and votes 59,459,967 tons, They are in alliance
with lir, Francis and Mr, alexander of the Southern Cozl Producers who have
a total of 158,148,053 tons, which is largely commercial production,

r, Fairless and Mr, Humphrey demonstrated last year and it is now a
matter of history that they could settle or refuse to settle, They nego-
tiated the agreement last year with the United lfine workers of america,
They elected to do so last year rather than fight. Apparently they have

elected to fight in 1948 and not settle. They have the control.
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"Last year when they settled the country promptly followed in a few
days., This year the country follows and adheres to their policy, If they
settle tomorrow the country would settle in a few days. The public and
the press seem to ignore those facts because lir, Fairless and Mr, Humphrey
now choose to hide behind their agents and false fronts in these conferences,
Assuredly lMr, Moses and Mr, Love cannot vote until Mr, Fairless and iir,
Humphrey give permission. If the government wants a settlement, all the
government has to do is to beg of iessrs. Fairless and Humphrey and their
respective intercsts to please not bring a scourge on the nation,

"I point out that in these conferences during the past week no one has
telked on the operators side on any matters of issue except Mr, O'Neill and
Mr, Loses; Mr., O'Neill being made the mouthpicce of those respective inter—
ests, lr, Thompson, who represents a2ll the tonnage in the far west, has
not made a single observation on the question of contract, Mr. Campbell
of the Illinois operators and lir, Howard of thc Illinois strip industry,
and Lir, Cartwright, pscudo-chairman of the operators confcrence — none of
them have opened their mouths for fcar of saying somcthing which would
displease iir, Love or ilr, iloses,

"That is the kind of conference that has been going on., We are weary,
of course., Ve are weary of bcing enjoined to stay and listen to them mumble,
So there, gentlemen, is free collective bargaining in the United States of
America under this cbominable and oppressive slave labor law conceived by
Mr, Taft and supported by the National Coal iAssociation,
"and to top it off, if you please, whilc we were in session, Mr, Ebersole
eines, president of National Coal Association, and prcsident of New River
Coal Operators iAssociation, appeared bafore a congressional committce asking
Congress to outlaw industry-wide collective bargaining,

Mr, Lewis then went on to say that Mr, Gaines did this in view of the
fact that the Mine Workers have becen forced to sit in these eonfercnces
under an injunction secured by the operators compelling the Mine Viorkers to
bargain collectively with the whole industry, and pcrmit the intrusion of
the Southern Coal Producers association in the conference., So they blow
hot and cold and whistle in both directions, and we are under the injunction,
sand that with the most basic of American industries, that with the most
precious of our national resources, that with thc most skilled and productive

miners in all the world — thcy play with destiny, And they do it with
arrogance because they are opulent,
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