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SUMMARY OF THE FINDINGS

The Los Angeles research group, in this third report of the Survey of Occu-
patioral Mobility, has attempted to study the composition of the Los Angeles woik
force in terms of its migrant and nonmigrant workers. The urparalleled expansion
of the economy of Los Angeles between 1940 and 1950 operated to draw labor from
other parts of the ccuntry, resulting in a doubling of the experienced workers in
che Jos Angeles Metropolitan Area by the end of the decade. Los Angeles is,
tuerefore, prubably one of the Lest examples in the United States for a studiy of
“his kind since the expansion of the labor force due to in-migration was the result
of a voluntary movement of migrant workers and was not the result of control of
manpower.

Since migrant workers are attracted to an area during a period of rapid
industrial expaneion, it is of mjor importance in studying the work force comypo-
sitica of such an area to know the personal and occupational characteristics of
“he migrant workers in comparison with the nonmigrant workers. The findings of
vhe present report concerning the characteristics and behavior of the migrant and
noamigrant workers are summarized in the following paragraphs:

1. In the Bureau of the Census enumeretion in Los Angeles in January-February
1951, 1,918,000 persons were 14 years old and over; 68 percent of these persons
weire 25 years old and over. Forty-six percent of those lU years and over and b5
rarcent of those 25 years and over were considered as migrants (having lived in
tae Los Angeles Metropolitan Area for less than 12 years). Of the migrants, 46
rercent were wartime (arriving between 1940 and 1945) and 54 percent were postwar
(arriving between 1946 and 1950). The percentage of men and women in both groups
is the same: 46 and 54 percent, respectively.

2. A larger proportion each of male and female migrants 25 years old and
over than of male and female nonmigrants in this group ars at work. In the age

group 45 years old and over, male migrants at work are a iarger percentage than

1



the similar group of nonmigrents. In both age groups (25 to 4i and 45 and over)
female migrants are at work to a higher degree than female nonmigrants.

3. A larger percentage each of migrant males and females 25 years old and
over at work were employed yprivately than were comparable nonmigreants, but a larger
percentage of nonmigrent males were in their own business.

4, Of the persons enumerated in Los Angeles in January-February 1951, 772,900

were 25 years old and over and had worked at least one month in 1950. (This group

15 called persons with work histories.) Among this group, 50 percent are migrants
and 50 percent are nonmigrants. The sex distribution of this group is as follows:
migrants, 64 percent males and 36 percent females; nonmigrants, 71 percent males
and 29 percent females.

5. The migrants were found to be younger than the nonmigrants (both for
persons 25 years old and over and for those persons with work histories), a larger
rrorortion of migrants than of nonmigrants being in the age group 25 to U4 years or
age, and a smaller proportion in the age group 45 years and over.

€. The level of education of migrants with work histories differs from thet
cf the nonmigrants. A lerger percentage of migrants (both male and female) than or
nunmigrants completed some years of elementary school and attended college for some
Jeers, but a larger percentage of nonmigrant males and females than of migrants of
p~th sexes attended high school for some time (but did not enter college). It was
found in some instances that, of those who do not go beyond the level, a smaller
percentage of migrants than of nonmigrants finish the level which they start.

7. For both men and women with work histories, a larger percentage of non-
migrants than of migrants were self-employed.

8. The distributions of the ocoupations of the longest job in 1950 and the
longest jJob between 1940 and 1949 of migrants and nonmigrants with work histories
show a high degree of similarity, with the exception of the yrofessioual -managerial -
proprietor group. This occupational group makes up a larger proportion of non-

migrent than of migrant males.
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9. The difference between the distributions of major industry group of longest
Job in 1950 (and also of the longest job between 1940 and 1949) of migrants end
nonmigrants with work histories was not great. A larger percentage of migrants
than of nonmigrents were in trade and manufacturing and a larger proportion of
nonmigrants than of migrants are in all other industries (service).

10. For both men and women with work histories, the median earnings of those
migrants who are emplcyed by persons other than themselves are below such earnings
of the nonmigrents. The relative difference is larger for women than for men.

11. For both men and women with work histories, an almost equal percentage of
migrants and nonmigrants are union members. In durable goods, however, a larger
percentage of migrant males are unionized than are nonmigrant males in this
industry. In trade, although for males at least two-thirds of the industry 1s
not unionized, the proportion of nonmigrant males who are unionized is larger tharn
the simllar proportion of migrant wales.

12, The yearly rate of migration shows that peak years for migration were
vetween 1945 and 19:8. The rate of migration was different for persons in the
different occupation groups. During the early part of the decade, the profescional -
manager-proprietor group led the occupation groups; later the service workers-
iaborers group was largest; in the years after the war craftsmen-foremen-operatives
vas the foremost group among the migrants.,

13. Changes in employment status and changes in occupation group between the
beginning and the end of the two five-year periods (1940 to 1944 and 1945 to 1949)
were mch more pronounced for migrants than for nonmigrants; the pattern of changes,
however, was similar in the two groups. This was the case between the beginning
and the end of the ten-year period as well.

4. A comparison of earnings in the first job in Los Angeles with earmnings
in the last Job of migrant workers before migration shows that, in general, when
there was a change in earnings, earnings were higher in Los Angeles than in the
lact Job before migration. However, because of limitations of the data, the picture

abcut earnirgs is not clear.
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15. The mobility of nonmigrants d.ilffers from that of migrants in the persistence
with which they remain in their Job and in their occupation. The difference is
pronounced in view of the fact that both groups, on the average, spent equal time
in the civilian labor force. ‘[he number of changes in activity status and the
number 61’ civilian jobs held were higher for migrents than for nonmigrants, while
the average length of Jobs held was lower for migrants than for nonmigrants.



INTRODUCTION

ObJjective of the study; source of information;
concepts and methods.

In January-February 1951 the Bureau of the Census conducted sample surveys
for a Six-city Labor Mobility Study. A research center in each area analyzed the
date collected by the Census Bureau for its area according to a prearranged pattern,
&and the Social Science Research Council coordinated these analyses of occupational
mobility from the various centers.

For los Angeles, the sample included persons of the noninstitutional civilian
vopulation, 1l years old and over, living 1n. the Los Angeles Metropolitan Area at
the time of enumeration--the so-called "household" sample. From this sample a
subsample wus selected: persons with work histories. Those included in the "wourk
history" enumeration were persons in the households who were 25 years old and over
and who had worked one month or longer in 1950. 1,978,000 persons were included
in the household enumeration, 772,900 or 39 percent of which were persons with work
histories.

For the third part of the occupational mobility study, the Los Angeles group
nas had the responsibility for a study of geographic mobility. Since migration
wus such an luportant factor in the industrial expansion of Los Angeles Juring tho
rast ten years, it was presumed that a study of geographic mobiiity would be
fruitful in the larger study of labor mobility. The Los Angeles research group
therefore stulied the data from the standpoint of the migrant status of the
persons in crdaer to secure information relating to labor mobility.

It will be remembered that migrents, for the purposes of the present study,
were defined by the Bureau of the Census as those persons who had lived in the Los

Angeles Meiropolitan Area less than 12 years at the time of emmeration;l in other

1. U. S. Depertment of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Household Taowlations,
cample enumeration, Los Angeles, January-February 1951, unovublished, Table H-5,
Jootnove,

e
7



words, if they had moved into the area or moved back into it between January 1940
and Jenusry-February 1951, they were considered migrants.

Because of the particular character of the inforimation available in the two
enumerations, this report is primarily taken from the work history data but it does
not ignore completely information from the household tabulations. However, since
the age groups in the two enumeratimsbvere different, only persons in the house-
hold enumeration who were 25 years old or over were included when "household" data
was utilized, in order to make this group somewhat more comparable with the persons
of these ages with work histories. With this limitation, the only information
which was useful in the household tabulation was current work status and class of
worker by years of residence and age.

The data on which most of the present report is based were obtained from the
original work history schedules of the January-February 1951 sample enumeretion of
Ios Angeles housebolds made by the Bureau of the Cemnsus. The 1905 Los Augeles
work history schedules represent 2,003 persons. For 98 cases complete work
nistories were not obtained. In order to keep the sample number at 2,003, informa-
tion for certain persons in the 1,905 group of the same age, sex, and color as
the 98 missing persons was duplicated. The Bureau of the Census coded and punched
scme of the information centained in the schedules onto two sets of IBM cards. Much of
the material which was used as the dasis of the Second Report and some additional
information already punched on the IBM cards but not tabulated were used in the
present report. Also, some new information on migrants was coded and punched cn e
third set of IBM cards to further the study of geographic mobility.

In order to accomplish the task of making a study of geographic mobility in
lcs Angeles, it was necessary to secure assistance in setting up specific instruc-
tions for machine tabulations of the information needed from the data already
punched on the IBM cards, in punching the newly coded data on another set of cards ’
and in securing the data in proper tabular form, Thg major part of the sorting

and tabulating was done by the research staff of the present study, using the



facilities of the United States Department of Commerce, Institute for Numerical
Analysis, at the University of Californie, Los Angeles, but 1% would have been
impossible to proceed with the work without the valuable advice and technical
essistance of Mr. Frederick H. Hollander, mathematician, at the Institute for
Numerical Analysis.

Since the purpose of the present report in part is to answer questions con-
cerning the relation of geographic mobility to occupation and earnings of Jobs
elcevhere and in the Los Angeles Metropolitan Area, as well as to the number of
Jobs held before and after migration, the approximate date at which migration took
rlace had to be estimated. The date of migration, as gauged by the number of years
the persons saild they had resided in the area, was not always comparable with a
dale Letween their last jJob outside the Los Angeles Metropolitan Area and their
first Job in the Metrcpolitan Area or before their first Job in the Metropolitan
Area if they did not work before. Some possible explanations for this discrepancy
oight be: (1) The persons might have had no Job prior to and/or immediately
following thelr migration because they were either vnemployed or not in the labor
force; (2) they might have moved here during the perind 1940 to 1951 btut worked
here before they ceme to live here; (3) the persons had 1lived here once, had moved
avay and subsequently returned, and, in answering the residence question, they
sounted the total years they had lived in los Angeles.

These discrepancies posed a methodological problem in determining in such
cases vhat the person's "last jJob before migration"” and "first Job since migration"
actually were. In order to overcome this difficulty, the concept of "migrant" vas
modified to ignore the question of years of residence in this area of persons whore
werk histories indicated that they had worked in the Los Angeles Metropolitan Area
Tor longer than 12 years. This meant the elimination of 51 sample cases. In order
to count the number of Jobs before migration and since migration, the "iast job
before migration" was taken to be the "last job prior to working in the Los Angelus

Metropolitan Area® and the "first Job since migration" as the "fiwst Job in the Los



Angeles Metropolitan Aree" after which the person resided continuously in the area
until the time of enumeration.

Because of this new conception of migrant status, the number of persons con-
sldered as migrents in the tables of the newly coded information (migrant workers,
946), does not coincide with the number of migrants in the tables derived from the
information on the IBM cards provided by the Bureau of the Census (997) , dbut the
tables showing migrants were not changed to include only migrant workers because
the difference between the two sets of data was not substantial. The part of the
vseport which is based upon the new information, therefore, is restricted to migrart
workers: those persons who between 1540 and 1951 began working in the Los Angeles
Metropolitan Area.

Another limitation of the data arises because the Japanese in the sample who
were evacuated from the Los Angeles Metropolitan Area to War Relocation Centers
away from the West Coast and who subsequently returned to Los Angeles were con-
sidered as migrants, whereas residents of the area who went into the Armed Forces
and then returned ware considered as nonmigrants. In the first instance and minly
in the second instance also, the change in geographic location was involuntary on
the part of the persons involved. As a result of this lack of consistency in
classification of migrents, the number of nonwhite migrants of Asiatic crigin is
larger then 1t would have been if relocated persons had been counted as nonmigrants
and, conversely, the number of nonmigrents with this characteristic 1s too small.

A correction has not been made in any part of the report to account for this
difference.

The occupations and number of Jobs before and after migration have been
limited to those during tke period between January 1940 and December 1949. The
rain reason for the choice of this period was to maks the number of Jjobs comparable
with the information on job shifts for persons in the civilian labor force betwcen
January 1940 and December 1949 furnished on the W-tables by the Bureau of the

Consus and prasented in the second report. The occupational grouv of any Job after



December 1949 was coded neither as last job before taking a job in Los Angeles nor
as first job in Los Angeles. A Jjob which was taken prior to December 1949 and
lested less than six months, by December 1949 was not considered as first job in
Los Angeles lasting more than six manths, although it might have been the one were
it not for the requirement of the l0-year period. Jobs taken after December 1949
were counted neither in the number of jobs of persons prior to taking a Job in
Los Angeles nor in the number of Jjobs in Los Angeles.

Whenever the first employment in los Angeles had several occupational assign-
ments, the first assignment was coded for occupational group and earnings of first
Job 1n Los Angeles Metropolitan Area. Whenever the last job prior to coming to
Ios Angeles Metropolitan Area had several occupational assignments, the character-
istics of the last assignment were coded. The first job in Los Angeles lasting
more than six months was either the first employment lasting more then six montks
(when there was one occupational assignment only) or the first occupational
assignment lesting more than six months. The number of jJobs in Los Angeles and
the number of jobs prior to the first jJob in Los Angeles Metropolitan Area refer
to the number of different employers of the person and not to the number of
occupational assignments. Various jobs were counted as one job if, at the same
period (i.e., before migration or after migration), the person had at least one
Job where the employer was specified; the designation "not ascertainable" was
given vhenever the only job was designated "various."

A specific coding problem arose in a very few cases , when some persons had
che same Job prior to and after their migration. In one case the person was an
employee of the federal government; in two cases the persons were professionals
working ‘both in Los Angeles and in another state for more than 12 Jears. In the
first case the job with the federal government was counted as two Jobs, one before
and one after migration. In the two latter cases the data were not coded since
the persons were not considered to be migrant workers.

Race was the only datum which was already coded and punched onto the IBM cards
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by the Bureau of the Census but which had not been used in previous reports. This
information was tabulated for this report because it is particularly pertinent to
a study of migration to Los Angeles.

The additional data that were coded from the data appearing on the work
history schedules and punched on IBM cards are the following:

1. Major occupation group of the last job of migrent workers prior to the
first Job taken in the Los Angeles Metropolitan Area.

2, Weekly earnings of the last Job of migrant workers prior to the first
Job in Los Angeles.

3. MajJor occupation group of first jJob in los Angeles of migrant workers.

4. Weekly earnings of first job in Los Angeles of migrant workers.

5. Major occupation group of first Job in Los Angeles lasting more than six
months of migrant workers.

6. Weekly earnings of first job in Los Angeles lasting more than six months

of migrant workers.

Limitations and Statistical Reliability

The scope of the mresent study is limited partly because of the short time
allowed for its meparation and partly because of the limitations of the statistical
material which was provided to the research group.

The study has not attempted to investigate the frequency with which persons
changed residence during the last 10 years, how these changes were distributed
during the period, and the reasons for the changes of residence. Reasons for
moving to Los Angeles were not. asked on the work history schedules. Perhaps 1t is
rossible to deduce reasons for migration from the employment status of persons at
the time of migration (employod, unemployed, discharged from the armed forces , Or
not in the labor force), but such deductions would be dangerous. Moreover, the
facts about employment status do not indicate reasons why persons chose Los Angeles
rather than other places; therefore, employment status before and after migration
was not coded from the work history schedules.
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Data concerning the population turnover of persons in los Angeles and net
migration into Los Angeles are not available from the work histories. This 1is
unfortunate because it is important to know how many persons moved out of Los
Angeles during the 10 year period and for what reasons, if a total picture of the
importance of migration to the Los Angeles work force is to be obtained.

Distance of migration is not covered in this report. In addition to its
demographic importence, the distance of migration has special significance for the
present study: 1t shows the geographic extent of the Los Angeles labor market for
specific ocourations. The rural-urban character of migrents is also important, but
this can be deduced from data on occupation changes before and after migration.

The internal limitation of the study arises from the smllness of the groups
whose cheracteristics are examined in this report; the size of the sample was cut
in half by using the data for migrants and nonmigrants separately. In order to
increase the statistical reliability of the figures, a number of the subgroups
were combined intc broader categories which, although making for reliability,
decreased the possibility of determining whether other than broad distinctione
and relations are shown by the data. The eleven major occupational gx;aupe were
combined into four. It is realized that this regrouping is inadequate in that
the combined groups are less homogeneous than the originals. Not only are changes
vithin each major ocoupational group neglected, but those between the groups
which were combined in each case are also ignored. Changes which might be the
result of promotion, demotion, or shift to similay occupation, although important,
will therefore not be apperent from this study.

The data of the sample taken show that 11 percent of the persons with work
histories are nonvhite. This figure is high when compared with the proportion of
nonvhites in the population of the Los Angeles Metropolitan Area in 195().2 It is

2. U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census. 1950 Census of Population,
Advance Reports, Population of Standard Metropolitan Areas and Cities of
5'1‘501,)200 or more, by color: 1950 and 1940, Series PC-14 no. 1, December 16, 1951,
e l.
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possible that in that section of the population 25 years old and over with work
histories, the proportion of nonwhites 1s higher thar in the total popuiation; at
the present there are no census figures available foi- 1950 by age and race to
determine whether this is the case. It 1s also possible that in the selection of
the sample too large an estimation of the nonwhites was used. In this case the
data of the report by race would be less valid than if a more exact estimation had
been made in the sampling.

The data of the present report are based upon the househola sample of the
Occupational Mobility Survey. The sampling variability of the estimates, which
depends upon the size of the base figures and upon the size of the sample, of the
household sample which was used in the first and second reports has been extended
to the data of the present report. The minimum reliable percentages for each base
Jield a cosfficlent of variation nearest to but less than 15 percent. Percentages
vhica do not meet the minimum reliability requirement are asterisked in the tables
and not used in the analysis; percentages for a base equal to or less than 25,000
are not reliable. Furthermore, percentages for less than 20 sample cases (7,8h9

for meles and 7,457 for females) were not computed.



CHARACTERISTICS OF MIGRANT LABOR

Number of Migrants and Rate of Migration

A large majority of the "household" migrants 14 years old and over came from
long distances, approximately three-quarters from noncontiguous states. Proportions
of males and females in this group coming fiom the several regions were nearly
identical with their proportions of the national population. Young males moved
farther then young females, whereas in the older ages distance did not appear to
act differentially on the sexea.l

Forty-six percent of all persons 14 years old and over (the "household" group)
in the Los Angeles Metropolitan Area were enumerated as migrants in January 1951
by the Bureau of the Census. Migration during the last 12 years showed an increas-
ing trend: 20 percent of the persons 1li years old and over migrated before 1946
(vartime migrants) and 26 percent migrated since that date (postwar migrents).2

0f the nearly 2,000,000 persons included in the household enumeration,
1,340,800 (68 percent) are 25 years old and over. Of these, 45 percent are migrente
and 55 percent nonmigrants. Of the group 25 years old and over, 20 percent are
wartime and 25 percent postwar migrants.

The persons 25 years old and over who had worked one month or longer in 1950
number 772,900, 58 percent of the household group of similar age. Migrents and
‘nonmigrants are almost evenly divided in this group; the wartime migrants are 23
vrercent of the total and the postwar migrants, 27 percent.

The rate at which migration to Los Angeles occurred, Judged by the years of
residence of the migrant population with work histories, was not constant. The
peek migration years for these persons were between 1945 and 1948; in 1946 alone

1. University of California, Institute of Industrial Relations » Survey of
Qcoupational Mobility; Background Report and Preliminary Analysis of
Household Data Relating to Los Angeles, September 1951, unpublished, p. 1
and pp. 13-16.

2. Ibid, Appendix Table II B-2,

13
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13 percent, or almost 50,000 perscns, came to the area. During the early years,
1940 through 194k, and after 1548, no more than 8 pevcent of this group migrated
here in any one year. From the data it appears that changes in percentages of
male migrants by years was larger than changes in percentages of female migrants
and that the tiuing was different for the two sexes. The peak year for males was
in 1946 when 14 percent, or 35,000 persons, came to the area; their low year was in
1950 (the percentage is below the level of statistical reliability). The peak
years for feunles, as shown by the data, although none of the percentages for this
group are reliable, were in 1943 and 1948; their low year was at the beginning, in
19k0,

Accumulating the percentages from the years of residence data overcomes the
limitation of statistical reliability in all but the early years s but differences
between male and female migrants do not show plainly in this distribution.3
Sex and Age

These characteristics of the persons 1l years old and over are described in
the first yz-eport:.5 In the household group 25 years old and over the proportion of
men and women is the same as in the group 14 years of age and over, 1.e., 46 and
54 percent, respectively. As might be expected, significant differences are
apparent between the male and femsle groups when the population is limited to
those persons who had worked one month or longer in 1950. Instead of being larger
than the male group, the female group with work histories is smaller than the male
group with work histories, i.e., 32 percent women and 68 percent men.

The proportion of the sexes in the migrant groups varies with the proportion
in the total groups. Of the migrants 25 years old and over of the household group,
46 percent are mles and 54 percent females 3 of the migrants with work histories,

€% percent are males and 36 percent females. OFf the wartime migrants 25 years old

3. Appendix Tadles 9 and 29.

4k, Tables 1 and 2. Figures for various distributions by age appear in Appendix
Tables 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, 10, 11, 12, 15, 17, 18, 19, 25, 28.

5. University of California, Institute of Industrial Relaticns s Op, 2it., . 1.
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Table 1
DISTRIBUTION OF MIGRANTS 1% YEARS OLD AND OVER BY YEARS OF RESIDENCE AND BY SEX

Male - Female
Years of Resldence Number Percent Number Percent:
Total Migrants 328, 400 100 392,200 100
0-5 years (postwar
migrants) 189,600 58 210, 700 54
6-11 years (vartime
migrants) 138,800 b2 181,500 46

SOURCE: U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Household Tabulations
sample enumeration, Los Angeles, January-February 1951, unpublished, Table H-3,

Table 2
DISTRIBUTION OF MIGRANTS 25 YEARS OLD AND OVER BY YEARS OF RESIDENCE
AND BY SEX
[Figures do not add up because of rounding/
Male — Female

Years of Residence Bumber Percent Number Percent
Total Migrents 277,100 100 327,700 100
0-5 years (postvar

migrants) 153,400 55 170,400 52
6-11 years (wartime

migrants ) 123,600 ) 157, 300 48

SOURCE: U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census » Household Tabulations,
sample enumeration, Los Angeles » January-February 1951, unpublished, Table H-3,
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and over, 4l percent are male and 56 percent are female, while those with work
histories have 64 percent of their group male and 36 percent female. Only slight
differences occur in the sex composition ot the postwar migrants: Of those in the
household group 25 years old and over, U7 percent are male and 53 percent female,
and of those with work histories, 65 percent are male and 35 percent female.

The proportion of the sexes in the nonmigrant groups is not éxactly similar
to the proportion in the respective migrant groups. Forty-seven percent of
household nonmigrants are males and 53 percent are females; this is similar to the
migrant group. However, 71 percent of the work history nonmigrants are mele and
only 29 percent female, as compared with 64 and 36 percent, respectively, of the
migrant group.

Of the males in the household group who are 35 to 44 years of age, 67 percent
are migrants; of the females in this age bracket, 58 percent are migrants, Of the
meles 45 years old and ovar, 67 percent are nonmigrants; of the females in the
same age group, 66 percent are nonmigrants. Migrants are younger for both sexes
&nd nonmigrents are older. Male migrents 25 years old and over have & larger
proportion of their group in the younger ages (25 to 4k years) and male nonmigrants
have a larger proportion of their group in the older ages (45 years and over).
This same relation holds for female migrants and nonmigrents.

Two-thirds of the persoms with work histories 25 to 44 years of age are males;
more of the nonmigrants of this age group are males and fewer of the migrants are
mles, 70 and 63 percent, respectively. Of the group 45 years old and over, 0
percent are males; of the nonmigrants 72 percent are mmles and of the migrants 66
percent are males. Of the males 25 to 4l years, 56 percent are migrants. Of the
females in this age group, 63 percent are migrents. Of the males 45 years old
and over, €5 percent are nonmigrants » and of the females in this age group, 59
percent are nonmigrants. There is a difference in the age composition of female
"household" migrants 25 years old and over and those with work histories ;5 in the

former group only 62 percent are in the younger ages (25 to Lk years), but in the
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group with work histories, Tl percent are younger.
6

Rage'

There is a remarkable difference between migrants and nonmigrents with work
histories by the racial composition of the two groups. Of the total population
with work bistories, 1l percent are nonwhite, with no difference for the sexes.
Only 7 percent of the nonmigrants and 15 percent of the migrants are nonwhite.
Males end females who are nonwhite follow totals, except that 17 per cent of
female migrants are nonwhite.

The following figures are too smll to be considered reliable, but it is
interesting to note that 12 percent of the migrants were Negro and 3 percent
were other (uainly Japanese), while 5 percent of the nonmigrants were Negro and
2 percent were other.

In the 1950 Census of Population, nonwhite numbered 6 percent among the
porulation of the Los Angeles Metropolitan area and 11 percent of the population
of Los Angeles City, whereas in 1940 they were 4 percent of the Metropolitan Area
(vwhich was smaller in 1940 than in 1950) and 7 percent of the city. Since the
Census did not present data on race by age, this information cannot be made
somparable to our population 25 years old and over.

The information on race by migrant status is partially misleading Inasmuch
as those Japanese who were in relocation centers during the war were considered
in the coding process to be migrants whether or not they had lived in the area
prior to their forced evacuation.

Education’

The median years of schooling completed (12 years) is the same for migrants
and nonmigrents for both men and women. The average (mean) years of schooling 1is
not materially different between migrants and nonmigrants, but femanles show a
slightly higher average than men (10.8 for men and 11.0 for wowen), The distribu-

tions are not exactly similar, as shown by the fact that for both men and women

5. Tab;.e 3. Figures for various distributions by race appear in Appendix Tables
1, 12, 13, k.
7. Ta H ' fgure's £or va.rious distributions by education appear in Appemdix.
Tables 7 and 1
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Table 3
AGE AND RACE OF MIGRANTS AND NONMIGRANTS WITE WORK HISTORIES

[Figures do not add up because of rounding/

Age and Race Total
Number Peroent Migrent ____ Nonmigrant
All persoms 172,900 100 50 %0
Age
25-bk years of age 456,900 100 58 k2
45 years and over 316,000 100 37 63
Race
White 687,000 100 48 52
Nonvhite _ 85,900 100 67 33
Male 522,700 100 47 53
Age
25-4k years of age 302,200 100 56 i
45 years and over 220,500 100 3B 65
Race
White 467,400 100 45 55
Nonwhite 55,300 100 63 37
Femlo 250,200 100 55 b5
Age
25<bk years of age 154,700 100 63 37
45 years and over 95,500 100 b 59
Race
White 219,600 100 52 48
Nonvhite 30,600 100 Th 26%

* Does not meet standard requirement for reliability,
SOURCE: U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Work EHistory Schedulss,

sample enumeration, Los Angeles, January-February 1951.
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s larger pernentage of migrants than of nonmigrants completed some years of
elementary school (and d1d not go beyond that level) and some Jears of college,
vhile a larger percentage of nonmigrants than of migrants completed some years of
high school buf did not attend college. Thirty percent of migrant males did not
go beyond the elementary level, and only slightly less (27 percent) of nonmigrent
males did not go beyond elementary school. The percentage of females not attending
high school is somewbat less than that of the males but not significantly different
between migrants and nonmigrents (23 and 22 percent, respectively). Seventy-four
percent of migrant males did not go beyond high school; the percentages for non-
migrant males and migrant females do not differ moticeably from that of migrant
mles, but 80 percent of nonmigrant females did not go beyond this level. Stated
another way, just about one-quarter of all males and of migrant females had some
Jears of college, but only one-fifth of nonmigrant females attended collegs. Of
the algrant males who did not go to college, 59 percent attended some ycars of
high school; the percentage for nonmigrent males was somewhat higher (64 percent)
and the proportion of femmles (both migrant and nonmigrant) was still higher
(70 and 73 percent, respectively).

From the standpoint of level of schooling completed (of those who started
but did not go beyond a rarticular level), it is apparent that, in general,
elmost half of the persons who start a level finish it. The level at which the
largest proportion finishing is found is high school for all four groups and that
at which the smallest proportion finishing is found is college. A larger propor-
tion of females (both migrant and nonmigrant) starting high school finish thar tte
similar proportion of males. Also, a larger proportion of nonmigrants than of
migrants (both men and women) finish high school after starting that level, but
the differences are too smell to be considered significant. A larger percentage
of migrant males starting college finished it than the similar percentage of non-
migrant males. The figures for females attending college are too small to be

statistically reliable.
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Schooling by age shows some interesting relationships. Among migrant males
25 to 4k years of age, 50 percent attended some years of high school but did not go
beyond that level; but among migrant males 45 years of age and over, 52 percent did
not go beyond the elementary level. Among nonmigrant males in the younger ages
(25-kk4), 59 percent had some years in, but nothing beyond, the high school level;
but among nonmigrent males in the older ages (45 and over) the percentage of
persons attending some years of elementary school (but no higher level) is the
same (39 percent) as that of persons attending some years of high school (but no
higher level). The difference between migrants and nonmigrants in the younger ages
is apparent but not great (half of the migrants and 59 percent of the nonmigrents
attending high school, and one-quarter of each group attending college). The
dirference is greater between migrants and nonmigrants in the older ages (more
than half of the migrents attending elementary school and only 30 percent attendinrg
high school, whils 39 percent each of the nonmigrents attended elementary and
high school).

Among migrant females, close to half of each age group attended some years of
high school but d1d not go beyond (55 and 48 percent, respectively), while 25
porcent of the younger group and none of the older group attended college and 17
percent of the younger and 37 percent of the older group went only to elementary
3chool. Among nonmigrant females 25 to Ul years , 66 percent attended but did mot
€0 beyond high school, and none attended only elementary school; among those 45
years and over, 31 percent attended only elementary school and 49 percent more
attended but did not go beyond high school. less of the migrants 25 to 4l years
0ld attended high school but did not go beyond than of the nonmigrants in this age
group (55 and 66 percent respectively), but more of the migrant women went to
college. There is no essential difference between migrants and nonmigrants in the
older age group vwhere roughly one-third of each group attended elementary school,
almost one-half attended high school, and only a few persons attended college.

The level of schooling of persons by occupational groups shows some interesting
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differences between migrants and nonmigrants. The professional -manager=-proprietor
group is the only occupational group of which both males and femles and migrants
and nonmigrants have a considerable proportion attending some years of college.

The proportion of professional-manager-proprietor migrant males attending college
(44 percent) is higher than the proportion of similar nonmigrant males (38 percent)
and the proportion of similar migrant femalss (57 percent) is higher than the pro-
portion of similar nonmigrant females (the percentage of nonmigrant femeles, how-
ever, 1s below the minimum statistical reliability). What is needed in order to
secure & meaningful explanation of the educational differences between migrants
and nonmigrants on the basis of the different occupations is a much finer classifi-
cation of the ocoupations of persons included in the occupational groupings; how-
ever, the sample is too smll to allow this.

The occupational groups which have half or more persons who attended high
school are clerical-sales workers and craftsmen-foremen-operatives for both men
migrants and nonmigrents and women nonmigrants. While all women have a higher
proportion of clericals attending high school than do the men, the proportion of
clerical women migrants attending this level of school is larger than the similer
proportion of women nonmigrants (70 and 63 percent, respectively). Another aif-
Terence between women migrants and nonmigrents is that less than half of migrent
women craftamen-foremen-operativeslattended high school (U6 percent) but more than
balf of nonmigrant women of the same occupational group attended this level but
did not go beyond 1t (58 percent).

fl'he figures for perscns attending college by other occupational groups are toc

small to draw any cauclusiox:ns.8

8. Appendix Table 7.



FACTORS REIATED T0 WORK OF MIGRANT LABOR

Work Statusl

Slightly more than half (53 perceut) of all persons 25 years old and over in
the househcld enumeration were at work; of these, 69 percent were men and 31 percent
women. Migrants were half of the 713,800 persons at work. Almost three-quarters
of the persons at work were employed privately (65 percent men and 35 percent
women), and 80 percent of those privately employed were migrants.

Half of persons 25 years old and over with work histories were migrants;
51ightly less than half of the persons in these ages who were employed in 1951 were
migrents. Almost all of the males (96 percent) and a high percentage of females
(86 percent) were employed in 1951, with only small differences between migrants
and nonmigrante within each sex, the proportion of nonmigrants being employed at
that date being slightly larger.

The distribution of migrents and nonmigrents (household sample) by type of
employer (class of worker category) shows an interesting difference which suggests
further possibilities for analysis. A larger percentage of both male and female
rigrants than of nonmigrants were employed by private employers, and a larger
percentage of nonmigrants than of migrants were either in government or self-
employed. It seems that the wartime business and industrial expansion absorbed
migrants who worked and that government employment (which is usually less remmers-
tive and requires at least one year of local residence) was less accessible and
perhape less attractive to the migrents. Similarly, business ventures which must
be based on local knowledge of the markets and on local business conditions,
obtainable usually only over a relatively long period, absorbed fewer migrants.

Table 5 permits & comparison, by sex, of migrants and nonmigrants 25 years old
and over in the household sample, by broad age group, for those at work, by class,

1. Tables 5 and 6 and Appendix Tadles 1, 2, 3, 20, 22, 23.
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Table 5
PERSONS IN THE HOUSEHOLD TABULATIONS 25 YEARS OLD AND OVER, SEX, MIGRANT STATUS,
CURRENT WORK STATUS AND CLASS OF WORKERS, BY AGE GROUPS

[Fleures and percents may not add up because of rounding or omissions/

2,

Migrant status,
current work Age in Jears in years
status, and sex
’ Total  25-hk 45 and over | Total 25-4k U5 and over
Males 25 years old
and over
Nigrents 277,200 176,200 100,900
Percent 100 100 100
At work 83 90 Te 100 100 100
Private employer T ™ T2
Government 8 8 -
Own business 15 13 20%
Not at work 17 10% 28
Nonmigrants 343,800 143,200 200 4500
Percent 100 100 100
At work iy 9 65 100 100 100
Private employer 64 69 60
Governument, 13 12# 15
Own business 22 20 25
Not at work 25 10% 3B
Females 25 years old
and over
Migrants 327,700 203,900 123,800
Percent 100 100 100
At work 38 L 28 100 100 100
Private employer 87 87 88
Government 6* - -
Own business ™ - -
Not at work 62 56 ]
Nonmigrants 392,200 148,800 243,500
Percent 100 100 100
At work 26 34 21 100 100 100
Private employer 8 84 T2
Government 11 - -
Own business 11# - 15%
Not at work h 66 ™

* Does not meet dhe standard requirement for reliadbility.
SOURCE: U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census » Household Tabulations

sample enumeration, Los Angeles,

and H-b,

Jamuary-February 1951, unpublished, Tables H-1
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Table 6
EMPLOYMENT STATUS OF MIGRANTS AND NONMIGRANTS WITH WORK HISTORIES,
BY SEX, AT 1940, 1944, 1949, AND 1951
Eercents may not add up because of rounding or om:lsaiong

Male Female
Employment status Migrant Nonmigrant Migrant Nonmigrant
Total 246,400 2176, 300 137,600 112,600
Percent 100 100 100 100
1951
Employed 9k 97 83 88
Armed forces
Not in labor force - - 11% 10%
1549
Employed 9k 96 & 86
Armad forces
Not in labor force - - 16 10%
1Lk
Employed 63 7 66 %
Armed forces 32 21 - -
Not in lador force L - 31 23
1940
Employed 8 86 48 55
Armed forces - -
Not in labor force 16 12 48 45

* Does not meet standard requirement for reliability.
SOURCE: U. S, Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Work History Schedules,
sample enumeration, los Angeles, January-February 1951.
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and for those not at work. A larger proportion of male migrants are at work than
are male nonmigrants (83 percent versus 75 percent) , the difference occurring in
the U5 years old and over classification where the proportion of migrants employed
is higher than that of nonumigrants. Moreover, a larger proportion of femule
migrants are at work than are femle nonmigrants (38 and 26 percent, respectively),
but this difference occurs in each of the age groups. Perhaps the explanation
lies in the fact thai women wio migrate, unless they merely accompany husbands who
are seeking new employment opportunities, are more frequently working women than
those who are residents of the area.

The influence of age in the different class of worker categories is apparent
for migrants as well as for nonmigrants. In both instances a larger percentage
of those 25 to Wi+ yeers old were employed by private business than of those 45
Jears old and over (with the exception of migrent vomen, in which case privaie
euployment had an almost equal percentage in both age groups). A larger percentage
nt persons at work 45 years old end over were engaged in their own businesses than
in the younger age sroups. The percentages of persons by age employed by governmeut
are 5o smll that they cannot be regarded as reliable for analysis. The perceatades
of vartime end postwar migrants also are too small in the class of worker categeries
to be statistically reliable.

For the migrants and nonmigrants with work histories, for both sexes, at 1940,
1944, 1949, and 1951 (Table 6), the proportion of nonmigrants who were employed
was higher than the proportion of migrants, the difference decreasing toward the
later date. In 194k the proportion of nonmigrant males in the armed forces was
lower than the similar proportion for migrent males (21 and 32 percent, respec-
tively). In 1940, the proportion of nonmigrant mles not in the labor force also
was lower than the similar proportion of migreant malos. The proportion of migrant
women not in the labor force at each date is somewhac higher than the proportion
of nonmigrant women, but the difference decreases toward the later date., From
slightly less than half of each female group not in the labor force in 1940, tre



proportion declines until, by 1951, only about one-tenth of each group was not in

the labor force.

Occupation Grouu»2

For men and women separately, a comparison of the occupational distribution of
the longeest Job in 1950 shows only minor differences between migrants and non-
migrants.3 There are about 30,000 more nonmigrant than migrant men, and this
number seems to be almost entirely in the professional-manager-proprietor group.

In the distributions of occupational grouvs for migrant and for nonmigrant men,

the proportion of migrants who are professional-manager-propristors is smaller

than the similar proportion of nonmigrants, but the proportion of migrants who are
in each of the other three groups is larger than the similar proportion of non-
migrants. Roughly one-third each of migrent and nonmigrant women is in the clericele
sales group, end less than ocne-quarter is in each of the remaining occupational
qroups.

The age distribution by sex of migrants and nonmigrants in the occupaticnal
groups shows few deviations from the similar distribution of total migrants and
nonmigrants by sex. As was noted earlier, more than half of the nonmigrants are
in the older age group. There are exceptions, however: in the nonmigrant mle
craftsmen-foremen-operatives group, more than half are in the younger age group.

In the migrant female service-laborers group only 59 percent are in the younger
ages, as compared with Tl percent of all female migrants.,

When the age groups of migrents and nonmigrents are rresented by occupetion,
as in Table 8, it 1s apparent that for each sex separately, the occupational
distribution is similar for both age groups and for migrants and nonmigrants.
Between migrants and nonmigrants in the same age group, the differences are greater

2. ggpeggix Tables 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 16, 21, 22, 23, 24, 26, 27, 29, 31,
3. Table 7.



Table 7
MAJOR OCCUPALION GROUP OF LONGEST JOB IN 1950 OF MIGRANTS AND NONMIGRANTS
WITH WORK HISTORIES, BY SEX

[Percents my not add up because of rounding/

Migrent statur and sex

Major occupetion group of _ Male Female
lorgest Job in 1950 Migrant Noamigrant Migrent Nonmigrant
Total 216,400 276, 300 137,600 112,600
Percent 100 100 100 100
Professional, technical, managers,
officiels, proprietors 32 39 22 2b
Clerical, sales workers 16 ) 37 3B
Craftsmen, foremen, operatives 37 35 21 2L
Service workers, laborers 15 12 19 16
Not reported

SOURCE: U, S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Work History Scheduler,
sample enumeration, los Angeles, January-February 1951.
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than between the two age groups for migrants and for nonmigrants. Professional-
manager-proprietors constitute 40 percent of male nonmigrants 25 to 4l years of
age but only 33 percent of male migrants in this group. This occupational group
represents 38 percent of male noumigrants 45 years of age and over but only 30
percent of male migiants in this age group. Most of the figures for women are
below the standard requirement for reliability.

Analysis of occupations by reacial distribution is limived by the small pro-
vortion of nonwhites in the sample; only 11 percent of all persons are nonwhite
but 15 percent of migrants are nonwhite. Almost half of the male migrant service-
laborer group are nonvhite. All other percentages are unreliable but suggest that
a considerable number of nonwhites also fall in the male nonmigrant service-laborer
group and in the female migrant craftsmen-operatives and service-laborer groups.

~ The occupational distribution of the longest jJob between January 1940 and
Decenber 1949 of migrents and nonmigrants is similar to that observed for the
occupational distribution of their longest job in 1950. Somewhat more nonmigrant
than migrant males sre in the professional-manager-proprietor group; this is the
case for both age groups. Other differences by age, where the figures are large
enough to be reliable, are in the femle nonmigrant clerical-sales group and in
the male nonmigrent craftsmen-foremen-operatives group, where the larger proyportion
is in the younger age classification. For hle migrants, differences by age in
the occupational groups are insignificant. For male nonmigrants , the diffe;-ence oy
age in the professional-mamager-proprietor group is also insignificant. Comparisoﬁ
is not possible for other occupations or for women bscause of the fact that the
numbers are too small to be reliable.

By comparing migrents and nonmigrants by age groups ," some minor differences
appear in the occupational structure of the longest job in 1950 and in tre longest
Job held between 1940 and 1949. There are only siight changes in the occupations
of migrent and nonmigrant males and females L5 years of age and over, but there are

4, Tables 8 and 9.



Table 8
MAJOR OCCUFATION GRGUP OF LONGEST JOB IN 1950 OF MIGRANTS AND NONMIGRANTS WITH
WORK HISTORIES, BY AGE AND SEX
[Percents may not add up because of rounding or omissions/

Migrants Nonmi grants
Occupation of longest job Years of age _ Yeare of age
in 1950 and sex _ —_ ggrlm 45 & over 25-4k 5 & over
Males 1 ,W‘Z{b,loo 133,800 142,500
Percent 100 100 100 100
Professional, technical, mnagers,
officials, proprietors 33 30 ko 38
Clerical, sales workers 16 16% 10% 17
Craftsmen, roremesn, operatives 37 38 38 3R
Service workers, laborers b1 16+ 12+ 13
Not reported - - - -
Feaales 98,100 39,500 56,700 55,900
Percent 100 100 100 100
Professional, technical, managers,
officials, proprietors 22 2u* 22% 25%
Clerical, sales workers L3 27+ 38 3R
Craftsmen, foremen, operatives 21 2% 2h» 23
Service workers, laborers 16% 27+ 16+ 19+

Not reported -
* Does not meet standard requirement for reliability.
SOURCE: U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Work History Schedules,

sampls enumeration, Los Angeles, January-February 1951.

Table 9
AJOR OCCUPATION GROUP OF LONGEST JOB BETWEEN 1940 AND 1949 OF MIGRANTS AND NOI-
MIGRANTS WITH WORK HISTORIES, BY AGE AND SEX
@ercents may not add up because of rournding or omiesiong

—Migrants _Nonmgrants
Occupation group of longest Job Years of age Years of age
1940-1949 and sex 2544 b5 & over 254 B5 & over
Maies 168,400 178,100 133,800 142,500
Percent 100 100 100 100
Professional, technical, managers,
officials, proprietors 29 28 35 37
Clerical, sales workers 16 16# 11% 16
Craftsmen, foremen, operatives 4o 39 b 33
Service workers, laborers 15 17% 12% 13
Not reported - - -
Females 98,100 39,500 56,700 55,900
Percent 100 100 100 100
Professional, technical, managers,
officials, proprietors 23 25% 20% 2€
Clerical, sales workers 38 T 41 31
Craftsmen, foremen, operatives 21 0% 24» 26
Service workers, laborers 15% 25+ - -
Not_reported - - - -

* Does not meet standard requirement for reliability.
SOURCE: U. S, Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Work History Schedulss,
sample enumeration, lLos Angeles, January-February 1951.



scmevhat greater differences between migrants and nonmigrents who are 25 to Ui
years of age. For males between 25 and U4k years of age, (both migrants and non-
migrants) there had been an increase in the percentagc represented by professiornals-
wenagers -proprietors by 1950 and a corresponding decrease of the percentage of
craftsmen-foremen-operatives; the other two occupational groups remmined unchanged.
For males 45 years and over, there was also & slight increase in the professional-
uanager-proprietor éronp. For migrant women there was an increase in the percentage
represented by clerical workers. For nonmigrant women the opposite is the case;
there was a decrease of clerical workers.

The yearly rate of migration of persons in the different occupational groups,
as a percentage of all persons in each occupational group, was not presented in
a table inasmuch as almost all of the percentages by sex are below the minimum
level of reliability. To overcome this limitation of statistical reliability, the
number of migrants with work histories, by sex, in each occupation of longest job
in 1950 were accumlated by single years after 1939.° From Chart 1 (in which tho
Tigures for both sexes were coubined) it can be seen that early in the decade,

il 19&3, the professional-manager-proprietor migrants had a larger proporticn of
their group residing in Los Angeles (those who had come in the previcus years and
those who came in 1943) than the other occupation groups had. Between 1943 and
3945 the service workers-laborers group was in the lead in this respect. In 1946
end again in 1948 and 1949, the craftsmen-foremen-operatives took the lead over the
other groups. In 1947, both creftsmen-foremen-operatives and service workers-
laborers were the predominant groups. Throughout the period the clerical-sales
group was the smallest of the occupation groups.

A relatively different picture is gained by loaking at the cumulative percent-
ages of total migrant workers in each occupation group of first jJob in Los Angeles
between 1940 and 1949 who were in Los Angeles at the various years between 1940

and 191&9.6 After 1941, the professional-manager-proprietur group is the smallest;

5. Appendix Table 9.
6. Appendix Table 29 and Chart 2,
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between 1942 and 1949, the clerical-sales workers group is next smallest. Service
woukers -laborers were first in 1943 and again in 1947 and 1948; craftsmen-foremen-
operatives were first in 1945 and 1946 and again in 1949,

In comparing the two charts, three dates at which the ococupations were not
overlapping were chosen: the first year when all figures are above the minimum
level of statistical reliability (194k4 for the migrent workers and 1943 for the
migrants), & middle year, 1947, for both groups, and a late year (1949 for the
migrant workers and 1950 for the migrants). By ranking the cumlative percentages
of persons in each occuration who were residing in Los Angeles at these three dates,
4¢ 1s found that the service workers-laborers are first or second in all cases and
shat craftsmen-foremen-operatives are first or second four out of six times.
Professional-manager-proprietors are third or fourth in four out of the six cases
ond clerical-sales-workers are third or fourth in all cases. The most consistent
pattern is found for migrant workers in their first job in Los Angeles where
oraftsmen-foremen-operatives and service workers-laborers are alternately in first
end second place, and share first place in the early period, and the clerical-selec
workers are always third, and the profeesional-manager-proprietors are always fouxth
The only consistency for uigrants in the loagest jJob in 1950 1s that of clericual-
sales workers who are always fourth.

Both sets of data indicate that during the industrial expansion in Los Angeles
since 1940, service workers and laborers came early, followed closely by creftsmen,
foremen, and operatives. Only later did clerical and sales workers and professionals,
vechnicel workers, managers, officials, and proprietors arrive. Whether this
phenomenon is the result of the expansion of the area into which the migrants came
¢r the situation prevailing in the areas from which they came, or other reasons,
cannot be substantiated from the data at hand.

Differences between the data are probably accounted for by the differences in
the distributions used, i.e., the occupation group of longest job in 1950, on the
<ne hand, and the ocoupation of first Job in los Angeles betwsen 1940 and 1949, on

the cther.
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Industry Grou27

The distribution of industry group of longest job in 1950 shows no major
differences between migrant and nonmigrant males, with the exception of the "all
other industries” ca.tegorye in which 26 and 33 percent, respectively, of each of
the groups were enployed.9 This phenomenon might perhaps be accounted for by the
fact that a larger proportion of nonmigrants than of migrants are in the profese
sional -mnager-proprietor occupations, although such occupations are no doubt
scattered throughout other industries as well. Information about service workers
is not available because of the occupational grouping which combined them with
laborers, although service workers may not be limited to this group of industries.
The differences between migrant and nonmigrant females are also smll, with the
exception of this same industry category, in which the difference is the same as
that between migrant and nonmigrant males, but in the opposite direction, i.e., L9
percent for migrant females and 42 percent for nonmigrant females.

Fifty-six percent of migrant males were engaged in two major industry groups,
i.e., mnufacturing and trade, but only 46 percent of nonmigrent males were in
these two groups. Forty-five percent of migrent and 50 percent of nonmigrant

females were in these two industries. In manufacturing, the durable goods industries

absorbed more men, both migrant and nonmigrent, than did the nondurable goods
industries, and the latter employed more women than did the former.

The age distribution of migrents and nonmigrants in the industry groups
indicates a certain relationship between age and some industries, at least for
migrant and nonnngmntlo men. Two-thirds of all male migrants are in the younger

7. Appendix Tables 12, 13.

8. Composed of finance, insurance, and real estate; business and repair services;
personal services; entertainment and recreation services; professional and
related services; and pudblic administration.

9. Table 10

10. Appendix Tabdble 12,
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Table 10
MAJOR INDUSTRY GROUP OF LONGEST JOB IN 1950 OF MIGRANTS AND NONMIGRANTS WITH WORK
HISTORIES, BY SEX
Eorcenta my not add up because of rounding or omissiong

t status and sex

Major industry group of D) - emle
longest job in 1950 Migrant Nonmigrent Migrent  Nonmigrent
Total 246,400 276,300 137,600 112,600
Percent 100 100 100 100

Agriculture, forestry, fisheries,

end mining - - - -
Construction 9 10 - -
Manufacturing 29 23 22 26
Dureble goods 19 14 6% 12%
Nondurable goods 0 8 16 1y

Treansportation, commmnication, and
™ 9 - -

public utilities
Wholesale and retail trade 27 23 23 24
All others 26 33 49 k2

Not reported -

* Does not meet standard requirement for reliability.
SOURCE: U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census s Work History Schedules,

sample enumereation, Los Angeles, January-February 1951.
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ages and for most industries this mroportion holds, but three-fourths of males in
manufacturing and in durable goods industries are in the younger ages. Slightly
less than half of total male nonmigrents, as well as those in most industries, are
in the younger ages, but three-fifths in manufacturing and two-thirds in durable
goods are in the younger ages. It is reasonmable to expect that persons of the
younger ages are more willing and able to do the heavier physical work required in
these industries than are those of older ages. Less than half of the male non-
migrehts in trade and in the "all other" (service) industries are in the younger
ages, a percentage which is exactly the same as that of all male nonmigreants in
the younger ages. Where the figures are significant, the pattern of age distribu-
tion in the industries of females, both migrant and nonmigrant, in the main follows
that of the age distribution of these two groups. The exceptions occur for female
nonmigrants vhere almost three-fifths in trede and only LU percent in service
industries are in the younger ages, while exactly half of female nonmigrants are
in this age group.

Analysis of industries by race 1s not possible because the figures for non-
whites are too small to be statistically reliable.

The distribution of industry groups of the longest job between 1940 and 1949l
shows & pattern somewhat different from that indicated by the industry of longest
Job'in 1950, The largest difference between migrant and nonmigrant mles is in the
manufacturing and dureble goods industries and in the service industries; the
migrants were in relatively larger proportions in the former industries and the
nonmigrants in the latter. Among migrant and nonmigrant females , the only signifi-
cant difference is in the service industries, which employed almost half of the
migrant women and only slightly over a third of the nonmigrant women.

Differences in the distribution of migrant males by industry of longest Job
between 1940 and 1949 and by industry of longest jJob in 1950 occur in expected
rlaces, i.e,, manufacturing and durable goods, each employing less in 1950, and

trede, employing more in 1950, The nonmigrant mle distribution remains relatively
11, Table 11.
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Table 11
MAJOR INDUSTRY GROUP OF LONGEST JOB BETWEEN JANUARY 1940 AND DECEMBER 1949 OF MI-
GRANTS AND NONMIGRANTS WITH WORK HISTORIES, BY SEX
Eeroents may not add up because of rounding or omissiong]

Migrant status and sex
Female

Major industry group of —_Male -
longest job 1940-h9 Migrent  Nonmigrent Migrent Nonmigrant
Total 246,400 276,300 137,600 112,600
Percent 100 100 100 100
Agriculture, forestry, fisheries,
and mining L 3 - .
Construction ™ 9 -
Manufacturing 3k 26 25 29
Durable goods 25 17 11 15
Nondurebdble goods 8 9 14 13
Transportation, commnication, and
public utilities 8 10 , - -
Wholesale and retail trade 22 22 17 21
A1l others 26 31 48 37

Not reported

# Does not meet standard requirement for reliability.
SOURCE: U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Work History Schedules,

sample enumeration, Los Angeles, January-February 1951.
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unchanged. For migrant females, considerably more were employed in trade in 1950
than at the earlier date, while for nonmigrant females, considerably more were
employed in 1950 in the service industries.
Union Membership

There is not much difference between the percentage of migrants and nonmigrants
of each sex who were union members in January 1951: 39 percent of migrant men and
37 percent of nonmigrant men were union members; 16 and 18 percent, respectively, of
migrant and of nonmigrant women were union membors.la

Among the occupations, professional-managerial-proprietor and clerical-sales
male migrants were less unionized than were the nonmigrant males in these groups;
craftsmen-foremen-operatives and service workers-laborer migrant men were more
unionized than were the nonmigrant men in these groups. Where the figures are
reliable, the pattern for women follows closely that for men. The male craftsmen-
foremen-operatives, both migrants and nonmigrants, were more highly unionized than
were the men in the other occupations; for females, the migrants in this ocoupa-
tional group have the only significant figure for union members, although this
occupation has a smaller proportion of union members than of nonunion mmbers.13

Between the industry groups there are very few reliable differences in the
percenﬁge of each group who are union members. For men, no difference occurs in
manufacturing; however, in durable goods a reverse situation ocours between
migrants and nonmigrants: in the durable goods industry slightly more than half
of the migrant males were union members, whereas slightly less than half of non-'
migrant males in this industry were union members. In wholesale and retail trade,
one-third of the nonmigrant males were union members, while only one-quarter of
the migrant group are union members. The percentages for women by industry groups

are too smll to be rel:lable.lu

12, Appendix Table L.
13. Idbid.
1k, Appendix Table 12.
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Weekly Earnings
Appendix Table 1k compares the weekly earnings at the end of the longest job

in 1950 of ungz'anﬁs who are not self-employed with those of nonmigrents, by race
and sex. The median weekly earnings of nonmigrants is higher than the medign of
migrants, for all men and women, for white males and femmles, and for nonwhite
females, As was noted earlier, a larger percentage of migrants than of nonmigrents
are in the younger age group; since persons in the younger ages presumably have
less experience and have been in their jobs for a shorter time, the age factor of
the migrants probably accounts for their lower earnings. Since (as will be shown
later) migrants are more mobile than nonmigrants, measured by the number of Jobs
they have held, this fact, also, may influence their earnings.

The number of nonwhites in the sample is so small that a detailed analysis of
their earnings is unfruitful. The median earnings for nonvhite male migrants and
nonvhite male nonmigrants is identical; a probable explanation of this may be in
the fact that 50 percent of each group is in the service-laborer occupational

group which, because of factors mentioned above, is one in which earnings do not

vary greatly.



DIFFERENTIALS IN THE MOBILITY OF MIGRANT AND NONMIGRANT LABOR

Migration and Movement of Persons by Jobs, C es in Status, and Time Spent in
the Civilian labor Force, Between 1l and 1

The influence of migration upon the mobility of labor is very pronounced.
Since migration usually involves a job shift or a change in employment status for
persons who were in the work force prior to migration, there is usually some
difference in these data between migrants and nonmigrents; the greater the dif-
ference, the more pronounced is the mobility. In the second reportl the high level
of mobility in several areas of the Los Angeles work force has been emphasized; in
the present report, only differences in mobility between migrant and nonmigrant
workers will be treated.

The considerable difference between the mobility of migrants and that of non-
migrants is indicated in Table 12 which brings together, by age and sex groups of
migrants and nonmigrants, some of the indicators of mobility, in the form of
medians, Appendix Tables 16, 17, 18, and 19 show a more detailed picture of the
facts than are indicated in the text table.

There is not much difference in the time (median months) spent by migrant
and by nonmigrant men in the civilian labor force between 1940 and 1949, The
difference between migrant and nonmigrant women is greater: migrants, on the
average, spent less time in the civilian labor force between 1940 and 1949 than
nonmigrants did, in both age groups. The six months' difference between migrant
and nonmigrant men 25 to 44 years of age might be the result of oilitary service;
if the migrents who. were 25 to 44 years of age were younger than the nonmigrants
in this age group, they might, as a result, have spent a somewhat longer time in
the armed forces than the norxm:l.gra.m:s.2 Nonveteran men, migrants and nonmigrents,
spent almost the same amount of time in t})xe civilian labor force.

1. University of California, Institute of Industrial Relations, Survey of Occupa-

tional Mobility; Bao@\md Report and Preliminary Analysis of Bousehold Data
Re, tﬁ 8 %e es, September 1951, unpublished, p. 27 ff.
2., Ap e 17.
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Table 12
MEDIANS: MONTHS IN THE CIVILIAN IABOR FORCE, NUMBER OF CHANGES IN STATUS, NUMBER
OF CIVILIAN JOBS HELD, AVERAGE LENGTH (IN MONTHS) OF CIVILIAN JOBS EELD BETWEEN
1940 AND 1949 OF MIGRANTS ARD NONMIGRANTS WITH WORK HISTORIES, BY AGE AND SEX

Median of
Median months Median number Median number average length
Migration status, in the civilian of changes in of civilian (in months ) of

age, and sex _labor force status _Jobs held civilian jobs held
68

Migrants 11k 3.7 3.4 27
25kl years 98 4,1 3.4 23
45 years and over 116 2.8 3.2 30

Nonmigrants 116 1.8 2.0 49
25<4Y years 104 3.0 2.6 30
45 years and over 117 0.5 1.4 120

Females

Migrants 87 3.k 2.9 25
25-bl years 85 3.7 3.1 22
45 years and over 9k 2.9 2.4 29

Nonmigrents 105 1.8 1.9 uy
25-4k years 100 2.7 2.3 30
45 years and over 112 1.3 1.3 55

SOURCE: U. S, Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Work History Schedules,
sample enumeration, Los Angeles, January-February 1951.
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The number of changes in activity (employment status) is considerably higher
for migrants than for nonmigrants. Close to four changes in status is the median
for migrant men in contrast to less than two changes for nonmigrent men; for
migrant women the median i1s almost three and a half, compared with less than two
changes for nonmigrant women, though migrant women spent & year and a half less
in the labor force than nonmigrant women did. The median number of changes in
status among both men and women in the younger age group is more similar for
migrants and nonmigrants than the medians in the higher age group. The difference
in number of changes in status between migrants and nonmigrants in the 45 years
of age and over group is pronounced, end migration probably accounts for the
difference, since the impact of military service did not affect these persons as
it did those in the 25 to Ul year old group. Persons in the younger ages had
considerably more changes than those in the older group, and the difference between
the age groups is higher among nonmigrants than among migrants.

The median number of civilian jobs held between 1940 and 1949 is higher by
more than one Job for migrant than for nonmigrant men. The median for migrant men
is more than three, for nonmigrant men two, Jobs; the median for migrant women is
2.9, for nonmigrant women 1.9, jobs. Those in the younger ages had more jobs than
those in the older ages: for migrant men, the difference is negligible; for non-
migrant men it is more than one Job. Among women it is less than one job for
migrants and one job for nonmigrants. It is interesting to note that the median
number of Jobs of migrant workers before and after migration do not differ to any
considerable extent.3

As a result of the higher number of civilian Jobs held by migrents than
by nonmigrants, the average length of jJob during the decade is shorter for the
migrants. The difference is large for both men and women: the median for migrant
men is 27 months, for nonmigrant men, 49 months; for migrant women it is 25, and

for nonmigrant women 44, months. Persons 25 to Ul years of age had jobs of shorter

3. Appendix Table 30.
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duretion than those who were 45 years old and over. The difference between the age
groups for nonmigrent men is 90 months, the largest difference among any of the

groups.

Employment Status and Occupation Changes During the Decade
The data on employment status and ocoupation chahges show significant

differences between migrants and nonmigrants. The figures in Appendix Table 20
indicate that a larger percentage of nonmigrents than of migrants, both men and
women, were employed in 1951 and that only slightly less nonmigrant than migrant
women were in the labor force at that date (percentages for men are not reliable).
A larger proportion of nonmigrants than of migrants of both sexes who were employed
in 1951 were also employed in January 1940.

Table 13 indicates changes between the beginning and the end of the decade for
migrants and nonmigrents. Of the persons who were employed in 1950 (100 percent of
the sample), both men and women migrents had a smaller proportion of their group
employed in the same occupation in January 1940 than did the nonmigrants. The
same relation holds when the occupational groups are considered singly in all cases
containing statistically reliable percentages (only two fall out for women).

The figures in Appendix Tables 22 and 23 show that proportionately more non-
migrants than migrants of both sexes were employed in December 1944 and December
1949, as well as in January 1940, but that slightly fewer nonmigrants than migrents
vere in the labor force (excluding the armed forces) at these three dates. Also,
in December 194k, a larger percentage of male migrants than of nonmigrants were in
the armed forces, a consequence of the migrant group being younger.

Table 13 compares occupational changes between 1940 and 1950 of migrents and
nonmigrants. In each case where the figures are large enough to meet minimum
requirements for reliability, a larger proportion of nonmigrants classified by
occupation of longest job in 1950 were in the same occupation in January 1940. In
Table 14 the decade is broken down into two periods to show changes due to wartime

and postwar movements. In both periods, of migrents and nonmigrants who were



L3

Table 13
MAJOR OCCUPATION GROUP OF MIGRANTS AND NONMIGRANTS WITH WORK HISTORIES EMPLOYED IN
1950 BY ACTIVITY STATUS IN JANUARY 1940 ARND BY SEX
[Figures and percents may not add up because of rounding or omissions/

Major occupation group Activity status, Jam 1
of longest job in 1950 Employed ed at both dates
in 1950 In seme In different Other
Number FPercent occupation occupation Status™
Male
Migrants 26,400 200 49 30 21
Professional, technical, managers,
officials, proprietors 9,300 100 46 29 25
Clerical, sales workers ,600 100 37 45 -
Craftsmen, foremen, operatives 91,000 100 56 22 22
Service workers, laborers - 36,100 100 50 5% -
Not reported koo
Nonmigrants 276,300 100 62 24 14
Professional, technical, managers,
officials, proprietors 107,500 100 62 27 11#
Clerical, sales workers 38,100 100 52 29+ -
Craftsmen, foremen, operatives 96,500 100 62 23 15%
Service workers, laborers 34,100 100 ™ - -
Not reported
Female
Migrants 137,600 100 33 16 51
Professional, technical, managers,
officials, proprietors 30,900 100 ] - ko
Clerical, sales workers 51,500 100 k] 16+ 52
Craftsmen, foremen, operatives 29,100 100 - 34 b7
Service workers, laborers 26,100 100 39% - 53
Not reported
Nonmigrants 112,600 100 L 11# ks
Professional, technical, managers,
officials, proprietors 26,800 100 54 - 5%
Clerical, sales workers 39,100 100 50 - 43
Craftsmen, foremen, operatives 26,500 100 3w - 54
Service workers, laborers 19,800 100% - - 53%
Not reported 400

1. Other status includes persons in the armed forces, unemployed, and not reported.
* Does not meet the standard requirement for reliability.

SOURCE: U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Work History Schedules,
sample enumeration, Los Angeles, January-February 1951.
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employed at the end date of the period, proportionately fewer of the migrents than
of the nonmigrents (both men and women) were employed at the beginning date of the
period. Similarly, of those who were in particular occupations at the end date
of the period in both periods, fewer of the migrants than of the nonmigrents were
in the same occupation at the beginning of the period. For men, both migrants and
nonmigrants, a larger proportion were employed and in the same occupation at the
beginning of the earlier period (1940 to 1944) than at the beginning of the later
period. For women migrants and nonmigrants, however, a smaller proportion were
employed and in the same occupation at the beginning of the earlier than at the
beginning of the later period.

With the exception of male nonmigrant craftsmen, foremen, and operatives, all
men showed a larger proportion of their group in the same occupai;ion between 1940
and 1944 than between 1944 and 1949. For women, however, only migrant professionals,
managers, officials, and proprietors showed change in the same direction. Women
nonmigrants in this occupational group remained the same, Clerical and sales
women, both migrants and nonmigrants, showed a larger proportion in the same
occupation at the later period than at the earlier, and nonmigrent creftsmen,
foremen, and operatives (even though the figures are small) presumably had a
similar change.

Differences between the two periods 1940 to 1944 and 1944 to 1949 can be
explained readily: in the earlier period only about half of the men had migrated
to Los Angeles and many of them were in the armed servicee;_ by 1949 almost all of
the men had migrated to Los Angeles and practically all had been discharged from
the armed forces. The women had entered the work force not only in the early
period but continued to do so later as well, and they did not enter the armed

services to the same extent as the men.

Migration and Changes of Occupation

One of the significant questions that ought to be asked about migrants 1s how
many of them utilize the work experience they gained before migration in their
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employment in los Angeles. Several difficulties arise in answering such a ques-
tion, difficulty in making generalizaticns from the data about the work force of
Los Angeles in view of the smallness of the sample, and difficulty in formulating
the problem precisely. In the latter instance, should all types of work experience
(as expressed by the occupation group of the different jobs of migrants before and
after migration) or only that work experience which dominates the person's work
history be related to migrction?" The aim of this report is to analyze the impact
of migration upon the labor supply in Los Angeles, which is accomplished (though
with limitations) by making arbitrery decisions regarding the comparison of the
work experience before and after migration and by attempting to establish categories
that are sufficiently large to contain statistically reliable data but not so
large as to blur meaningful relations in the data.

For the comparison of the occupational characteristics of migrant workers,
arbitrary decisions were made as to the jobs of these persons. The occupation
of the last job before working in Los Angeles between January 1540 and December
1949 of migrant workers is related to the ocoupation of the first job in lLos
Angeles and to that of the first jJob in Los Angeles lasting more than six months
between the same two dates and also to the ocoupation of the langest job in 1950
(presumably in Los Angeles), The last Job of migrant workers before working in
Los Angeles between 1940 and 1949 was chosen as the base for comparison with the
other jJobs because, although no date is attached to this Job, 1t certainly is the
last jJob before migration for all migrant workers. Also, 1if ocoupation itself is
related to migration, it seems reasonable to expect that the occupation of the
last Job before migretion will be a crucial occupation.

Some limitations are recognized in the choice of this particular Job as a base
from vhich to start: All of the migrant workers were in los Angeles only by
January-February 1951 and perhape the job at this date could have been chosen and

the other jobs related to it. This was not done mainly because the period between

4k, General methological troblems concerning the broad occupation categories used
in the study are presented in the introductory section of the present report.
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1940 and 1949 was kept to make for comparability with jJob shift data in the second
report which was limited to this time period. Also, the ocoupation of the last
Job of migrant worker before working in los Angeles does not indicate whether the
person changed occupations before (what his usual occupation might be) or for how
long he held Jobs in this occupational category. Such limitations might be over-
come by determining the proportion of jobs before migration which were in the same
ocoupational category and by measuring the time the person spent in that occupa=-
tion. Tests of this nature would not be totally satisfactory, inasmuch as no
account would be taken of changes in jJobs involving superior or inferior skills,
and they were not undertaken in view of the limited time available for this study.

The ocoupation of a particular jodb of any person is influenced by his skill
and by the opportunity for employment, which varies at different places with the
level of business activity. Since none of these factors are accounted for in our
data, the jJob chosen to be used as base is limited in these respects also. However,
many migrant workers came to Los Angeles after baving been discharged from military
service or vithout having looked for work in previous place of residence; there-
fore, the level of business activity is less a pronounced influence than it would
be if this were not the case.

Persons who migrated to Los Angeles to look for work because of the industrial
expansion of the city probably tried to make use of their previously acquired
skill (the occupation of last job before migration is an indication of such skill)
by seeking employment in the same occupation., How far they did so will be observed
from the data.

During the coding process it was observed that in many cases the first Job in
Los Angeles and the first jJob lasting more than six months were the same. Also, dut
in a much smller number of cases, the first Job in Los Angeles was identical to
the longest job in 1950.

According to Table 15, there is a significant difference between migrants and
nonmigrants in their occupational mobility. The percentage of nonmigrant men in
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Table 15
PROPORTION OF MIGRANTS AND NONMIGRANTS WITH WORK HISTORIES IN OCCUPATION GROUP OF
JANUARY 1940 JOB WHO WERE IN THE SAME OR IN DIFFERENT OCCUPATION GROUPS IN THEIR
LONGEST JOB IN 1950

Total Employed est job in 1
Occupation group, sex, in January 1940 Same Different
and t_status __Number Percent _ ocoupation _ occupetion
8
Migrants
Professional, technical, managers,
officials, proprietors 56,500 100 65 35
Clerical, sales workers 29, k00 100 49 51
Craftsmen, foremen, operatives 75,000 100 68 P
Service workers, laborers 32,200 100 56 by
Not asocertainable koo -
No Job 53,000 100
Nonmigrants
Professional, technical, managers,
officials, proprietors 80,100 100 83 1T+
Clerical, sales workers 34,900 100 56 b
Craftsmen, foremen, operatives 81,200 100 T4 26
Service workers, laborers k2,000 100 60 Lo
Not ascertainable
No job 38,100 100
Females
Migrants
Professicnal, technical, managers,
officials, proprietors 19,400  100% 67 -
Clerical, sales workers 20,100  100% 81% -
Craftsmen, foremen, operatives 8,900  100% 62n -
Service workers, laborers 19,400  100% Sex Lg*
Not ascertainable
No Job 69,700 100
Nonmigrants
Professional, technical, managers,
officials, proprietors 16,800 100% 87 -
Clerical, sales workers 24,200 100% Bo* -
Craftsmen, foremen, operatives .10,800 100% 83» -
Service workers, laborers 10,100 100# - -
Not ascertainable
No Job 50, 700 100

* Does not meet standard requirement for reliability.
SOURCE: U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census » Work History Schedules,
sample enumeration, Los Angeles, January-February 1951.
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any of the occupation groupe of the January 1940 Job who were in the same ocoupa=-
tion group in the longest Job in 1950 is larger than the similar percentage for
migra.nte.5 The difference seems to indicate that migration influenced changes in
occupation either because of opportunities or éf necessity. The most remarkable
fact, perhaps, is that the effect is so small. However, this smallness is no
doubt more apparent than real inasmuch as changes which must have occurred within
any of the four broad occupational groups do not show.

Even though there are these dirforences, there are also some interesting
similarities shown by the data. The proportion of persons in the occupation of
1940 Job who were in the same ocoupation in 1950 is higher for two ocoupational
groups and lower for the remaining two, for both migrents and nonmigrants. The
largest percentages of male migrants in each occupation in 1940 who were in the
same occupation in 1950 are in the professional-manager-proprietor and craftsmen~
foremen-operatives groups (for male nonmigrants the order is reversed). The per-
centages of those who were in different occupations in 1950 are the largest
among clerical-sales workers and service-laborers groups for males, both migrants
and nonmigrents. The percentages for women do not meet the minimum reliability
requirement and are subject to greater random fluctuation than the data for men.

The data in Table 16 indicate that between 1940 and 1950 there were a con-
siderable number of occupation shifts for migrant workers. Relatively few personms,
in their first Job in Los Angeles, obtained employment in the same occupation
group as that of their last Job before migration. Even in their first job in Los
Angeles lasting more than six months, the occupation group is often not the same
as for the last Job before migration. However, by 1950, many of the migrent

workers (both men and women) were in the occupation group of their last job before

5. The figures in the second report concerning occupation changes are comparable
with the figures presented here, except that the occupational groups have been
combined into only four groups. This was necessary in order to increase the
statistical reliability of the figures inasmuch as the sample was halved by
dividing it into migrant and nonmigrant persons.
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Table 16
PROPORTION OF MIGRANT WORKERS WITH WORK HISTORIES IN MAJOR OCCUPATION GROUP OF IAST
JOB BEFORE MIGRATION WHO WERE IN THE SAME OR IN DIFFERENT OCCUPATION GROUPS (1) IN
THEIR FIRST JOB IN 10S ANGELES, (2) IN THEIR FIRST JOB IASTING MORE THAN SIX MONTHS
IN 10S ANGELES, AND (3) IN THEIR LONGEST JOB IN 1950

Total in First job last-
last Job ing more than
before First Job in six months in longest Jjob in
workingin Los Angeles Los Angeles 1950
Los Angeles - Dit- -
MaJor occupation Same ferent Same ferent Same ferent
group and sex Per- ocoupa- Occupa=- Occupa- occupa- occupa= Occupa-
Number cent tion tion tion tion tion tion
Male 209,000
Professional, tech- n 051;;0 77300
nical, menagers, ‘
officials, pro-
yrietors 59,300 100 L7 53 43 57 T0 30
.Clerical, sales .
workers 29,800 100 37 63 36* 64 ko 51
Craftsmen, fore-
men, operatives 85,200 100 53 47 53 b7 66 34
Service workers,
laborers 3,700 100 37 63 36# 64 55 45
Not ascertainable 400
No job 24,300 2100%
Female 45, 400 Yt too
Professional, tech- H7°/
nical, managers,
officials, pro-
prietors 21,600 100% LT 53% L 53# 67 -
Clerical, sales
workers 37,300 100 61 30% 54 46 80 20%
Craftsmen, fore-
men, operatives 17,900 100% 52% LG« LB# 52% 6% -
Service workers,
laborers 18,600 100% Le*  Shw Low 58% Sl# L»
Not ascertainable
No job 36,200 100

* Does not meet standard requirement for reliability.
SOURCE: U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Work History Schedules ,

sample enumeration, Los Angeles, January-February 1951.

Yo d )‘:151500
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migration, i.e., the occupational distribution of the longest job in 1950 does not
differ as markedly from the last jJob before migration as it does from the first

Jobs in Los Angeles.

Migration and Changes in Eamings

The causes for migration of the persons in the sample were not sought in
questions asked on the questionnaire and, therefore, the extent to which migreation
was a oonsequence of economic pressures cannot be ascertained. However, data on
employment status and income of persons during the decade are available and may
suggest causes of migration. Over most of the ten-year period 1940 to 1949, the
level of unemployment of those persons in the sample (all of whom worked one
month or longer 1n 1950) was quite low; the two main categories in employment
status, therefore, were "employed" and "not in the labor force." It would have
been interesting to investigate the employment status of persons immediately prior
to and after migration, but, as was noted in the introductory part of the present
report, the date of migration was not ascertainable and estimating it would be
risky., Therefore, only the following characteristics of the persons in the sample
were coded and tabulated: earnings of persons vorking for somecne else (not
available for the self-employed) and the number of self-employed at Mt Job prior
to migration and first Job in the Los Angeles Metropolitan Area, as well as the
number of persons who had no job before migration and/or in Los Angeles prior
to December 31, 1949. Quite a number of persons were not working for one reason
or another before and after the date at which migration presumably occurred and,
therefore, no earnings were availadle for these persons. The first job after
migration (in lLos Angeles) ,' rather than a job at any specific date, e.g., longest
Job in 1950, was chosen because all the migrants were not in Los Angeles by any one
date before the enumeretion in 1951. Also, & specific date would vary in its
relation to the time of migration of the persons, depending on how early or late
in the decade migration ocourred. From the standpoint of remresentativeness , the
earnings of the first job after migration are limited in the same way as are the
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occupations of the first Job (described in the sections cn occupations); such
limitations need to be borne in mind in attempting to utilize the data.

Table 17 shows changes between last job before migration and first Job in
los Angeles, 1940 to 1949, in earnings and self -employment. Because jobs before
and after migration were coded only through December 31, 1949, information about
persons who did not have a jJob in Los Angeles until after December 1949 does not
appear on the table. If a person was not employed gainfully prior to migration
and had a jJob after migration with weekly earnings indicated, he was counted in
this table and in Table 18 as having earned more in Los Angeles than prior to
migration.

The table showing changes in earnings between last job before migration and
first jJob in Los Angeles indicates that olose to half each of male and female
migrant workers did not change income brackets. Except for males in the lowest
income bhckot, the change in earnings of migrant workers was toward larger
earnings in the first job in Los Angeles.6

The changes in earnings between last job before migration and first job in
Los Angeles lasting more than six months 7 are only slightly different from, and
are in the same direction as, the changes between the last job before migration
and the first Job in Los Angeles. The proportion of men in the various income
brackets changes very little between the first job in Los Angeles and the first
Job lasting more than six months, However, considerably fewer women were in the
lowest income bracket and more in the middle income bracket in the first job
lasting more than six months than in the first job in Los Angeles.

The pattern of changes in earnings is an incomplete one inasmuch as. the
income brackets for weekly earnings are very broad (only three categories) and,
therefore, increases or decreases within the categories are not ascertainable.

Also, the tables contain different numbers of persons because persons who had no

6. Table 17.
7. Table 18,
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Table 17
CHANGES BETWEEN IAST JOB BEFORE MIGRATION AND FIRST JOB IN 10S ANGELES, 1940-19%9,
IN AND SELF-EMPLOYMENT OF MIGRANT WORKERS WITH WORK HISTORIES, BY SEX

igures and percents may not add up because of rounding or omissiong]

Changes between last job before migre-
tion and first job in

Los les =1949
First Job in. e in
Earnings, employment s No Less in 1os in los Change not ahs-

status, and sex Mmt ohange Angeles  Angeles3 certainable
Male migrant workers® 202,500 100 38 g 2 22
Employed by others 173,800 100 b il 37 d
Barnings: $1-39 week 27,100 100 46 k74 - -
40-T9 week 104,000 100 L9 &+ 37 -
80 & over 42,800 100 3 56 -
Self -employed 6,300 - -
Not ascertainable 22,400 100% - 96+
Female migrent workers® 107,400 100 L3 9% ] ™
Employed by others 99,600 100 43 9* 45 -
Earnings: $1-39 week 46,200 100 NN 18% 35 -
40-T9 week 51,100 100 bl - 55 -
80 & over 2,200 - - -
Self-employed 6,700 - - -
Not ascertainable 1,100 - - -

1. Excludes 30,217 males whose first job was after 1949.
2. Excludes 24,235 females whose first job was after 1949.

3. Includes persons with no job previously.
+ Self-employed and not ascertainable in last job before migration.
* Does not meet standard requirement for reliability.
SOURCE: U, S. Deyartment of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Work History Schedules,
sample enumeration, lLos Angeles, January-February 1951.
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Table 18
CHANGES BETWEEN IAST JOB BEFORE MIGRATION AND FIRST JOB IN LOS ANGELES LASTING MORE
THAN SIX MONTHS, 1940-1949, IN EARNINGS AND SELF-EMPLOYMENT OF MIGRANT WORKERS WITH
- WORK HISTORIES, BY SEX
[Figures and percents my not add up because of roundinﬂ

it dsdiin

Changes between hst Job before migration
First job in Los and first job in Los Angeles lasting more

Angeles lasting than six mon 1040~
more than six e in }
Earnings, employment months No less in  More in (ange not as-
8 er ent 1os eles Los es3 certajnable
Male migrant vorkers® 198,200 100 37 od 33 22
Employed by others 168,400 100 Ll & 39 g%
Earnings: $1-39 week 22, 800 100# Lg» - - -
40-T79 week 102, OOO 100 48 - 37 8»
80 & over h3,600 100 31 59 -
Self -employed 7,500 ~ - -
Not ascertainable 22, uoo 100% - 98+
Femle t
workers lOl&,hOO 100 39 8# b 10+
Employed by others 95,800 100 42 o 1'% ¢ -
HBarnings: $1-39 week 39,500 100 46 - 33 -
Lo-79 week 53,300 100 37 - 59 -
80 & over 3, - - -
Self-employed 1,500 - -
Not ascertainable 7,100 - -
1. Excludes 34,532 migrants who did not have a jJob lasting more than six months

in Los Angeles prior to December 1949.

Excludes 27,218 persons who d1d not have a Job lasting more than six months

in Los Angeles prior to December 1949.

3. Includes persons with no jJob previously.

4, Self-employed and not ascertainable in last jJob before migration.

# Does not meet standard requirement for reliability.

SOURCE: U. 8. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Work History Schedules,

sample enumeration, Los Angeles, January-February 1951.

n
.
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Job in Los Angeles or no Job lasting more than six months before the end of 1949
were not included. In the tables, persons were considered to have more incoms in
Los Angeles than before migration if, at the earlier period, they had no job and,
since no differentiation was made between persons who were unemployed and those who
were not in the civilian labor force before migration, the data are limited to this
extent. Furthermore, no weekly earnings for those who were self-employed appeared
on the work history schedules and, therefore, changes in their earnings not only
cannot be determined and shown, but changes in their employment status also, from
self-employed to employed by others and vice versa, tend to make the picture of
changes in earnings less clear.

Summing up, it 1s difficult to state unequivocally from the data how migra-
tion influenced earnings. It seems probable, however, that persons who had their
first Job or thelr first job lasting more than six months in los Angeles after the
wartime wage controls lapsed had a higher incoms in their first job in los Angeles
than they had in their last Jobs before migration. Such general trends in wages
cannot be conceived as influencing migration, however, but they may perhaps in-

fluence changes in occupation.

Job_Shifts by Migrants and Nonmigrants Between 1213_0 and 1%25

The number of job shifts for persons with more than cne employer was higher
for migrants than for ncnmigrants: close to two-thirds of all job shifts were
those made by migrants. Inasmuch as the proportion of persons with more than one
employer is much higher for migrants than for nonmigrants (with the exception of
women who were in the civilian labor force less than 60 months) ,9 it 1s not

8. The total number of job shifts on Appendix Tables 26 and 27 differs somewhat
from the total number of Job shifts in the second report (The Mobility of los
Angeles WorkorsE 1940-1949, November 1951, unpublished) on Appendix T‘Eblea XXX
and . Our ons of data from the IBM cards did not agree in every
respect with the tabulations of job shift data on the W-tables sent by the
Bureau of the Census. The discrepancies might be the result of wiring the IBM
machine for tabulating, or of mistakes on the IEM cards themselves. However,
the differences were only a small fraction of job shifts by each occupation.

9. University of California, Institute of Industrial Relations, The Mobili{z of
Los les Workers, 1940- November 1951, unpublished, Appendix Table

IO



57

surprising that the number of Job shifts also is higher. Migrants had a somewhat
smller proportion of jJob shifts by males than of Job shifts by females, but the
difference between the sexes i1s not large. Migrants and nonmigrants had almost
equal proportions of their respective Job shifts for noneconomic reasons: slightly
more than three-fourths of shifts by migrants and somewhat less than three-fourths
of shifts by nonmigrants were for noneconomic (voluntary) reasons. In a period of
high employment such as occurred during the last decade, voluntary shifts are
expected. The tabulations probably would give a more interesting picture if the
Job shifts were dated and it could be shown which periods, if any, of the decade
were dominated by economic and which by noneconomic reasons.

Simultaneous employer, occupation, and industry shifts dominate among the
types of Job shift for the migrant and the nonmigrant groups, for each sex, and for
each reason.l0 There seem to exist minor differences between migrants and non-
migrants in certain of the employer-occupation-industry type of shifts. Such dif-
ferences can be observed in shifts for economic reasons among employer shifts only
for men and for women and among employer and occupation shifts for women. These
and some other less significant differences might be the result of random fluctua-
tions in the sample rather than of particular causes.

A more detalled analysis of employer-occupation-industry type of job shift for
economic and for noneconomic reascns by occupation of longest job in 1950, as
shown on Appendix Tables 26 and 27, is limited by the smallness of the sample.,

The minimm statistical reliabllity of the percents was not computed for job shifts s
inasmuch as this data was not set up showing the number of persons making job
shifts of various kinds but, instead, was tabulated only by accumlating the Job
shifts. Since it is known from the previous tables on occupational distribution
that the number of persons in the different categories is comparatively small, and
because the multiplication of the small and statistically not reliable figures by
the number of job shifts increases the random fluctuation of the figures, further

analysis of the material was not made.

10. Appendix Tables 26 and 27.




GEOGRAPHIC MOBILITY

The Concept

There seems to be no general agreement on the meaning of the concept
"geographic mobility." It is used in a varlety of ways in the literature; some-
times it denotes numbers of migrant persons only, other times distances are in-
volved, and sometimes the directions from which they came as well. "The movement
of workers from one employer, occupation, or area to another" is the way Reynolds
describes labor mobility in ganml.l Without specifying the measure of "geographic
mobility" he elaborates his discussion in these terms:

" . . « geographical mobility is quite selective with respect to personal

and occupational characteristics. Mobility is highest among the young,

single, and unattached; it is reduced by age, family responsibilities, and

home ownership. Among occupational groups, professional people are miuch more

mobile than any others, followed by executives and other white-collar workers.

Skilled manual workers appear to be somewhat more mobile than the semi-
skilled and unskilled. . . ."@

"Geographic mobility means change of residence outside of local labor market
area,” according to Mimnesota Manpower Mobilities.3 "All /persons in the sample]
who had changed employers once or more during the year preceding the interview and
and/or those who had changed jobs five times or more in the last five years were
classified as mobne."u Of these mobile persons, "employees in the oldest age
group, 45-64, tended to be most mobile.” "It should be noted that these averages
pertain to the relative number of shifts made by employees within each age group.

They do not show . . . that there were more employees geographically mobile in
the age group 45-64 than in the age group 25-bli, It was observed previously that
in the present sample (selected on the basis of employer shifts),

1. Lloyd G. Reynolds, "Economics of labor," in Howard S. Ellis, ed., A Survey of

Contemporary Economics. (Philadelphia and Toronto: The Blakiston Compeny,
19L8) P. 2%3.
2. Ibid., p. 27h.

3. Herbert G, Henemen, Jr., Harland Fox, and Dale Yoder, "Patterns of Manpower

Mobility, Minneapolis, 1948," Minnesota Manpower Mobilities.(Minneapolis:
University of Minnesota Press, Tﬁ(‘)), P. 9.
L. Ibid., p. 5.
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comparisons among age groups showed younger workers to be most mo‘ni.].e."5 "Men had
more geographical mobility than women during the most recent year; . . ." "In
summary, the evidence on geogrephic mobility must be regarded as distinctly incon-
clusive., No sharp patterm that relates geographic mobility to the income status
of the household,'or to age, sex, or education, appears from these data."6

The Bureau of the Census in its Current Population Reports dealing with
internal migration finds that "For both males and females, professional and semi=-
professional workers (among the larger groups) were the most mobile and tended to
move longer distances." While it is not explicitly stated, it is evident from
Table 10 that geographic mobility as here referred to is measured by the propor-
tion of each occupation group that is migrant and that the largest proportion in
apy of the occupation groups is found in the professional and semiprofessional
workers of the United States civilian population 14 years old and over in April
1947.8

There seems to be a need to secure agreement on the terminology, because
"geographic mobility" is a useful and significant concept. The following are
suggestions for g systematization of such distinctions:

1, Crude geographic mobility: The percentage of the population of an area
at a certain dgte who have migrated to that area within a certain period.

2. Specific geographic mobility: The percentage of any of the subgroups of
the population of an area (e.g., age, sex, race, or occupation) which are migrents.

3. Distance of migration: The (mean) distance between the point of origin
of any subgroup of migrants in their last move and the destination.

' Frequency of migration: The (mean) number of changes in residence within
a specified time of any of the subgroups of migrants.

5. Ibid., p. 10.

6. Ibid,., p. 10.
7. U. S. Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census s Current Population Reports,

Po tion Characteristics, "Internal Migration in the United States: April
15%, to April, 19G7" (Series P-20, No. 1k, April 15, 1948), p. 7.
8. Ibid., p. 25.
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5. Time of migration: The median years, within a certain time period, which
migrants (or any subgroup such as occupation, age, etc.) have resided in a particu-

lar geographic ares.

Specific Measures
Table 19 presents specific geogrephic mobility of the migrants in Los Angeles

for sex, age, and ocoupation groups. The importance to this study of the measure
of geographic mobility lies in the fact that for Los Angeles for this particular
sample some of the population subgroups found to be "more mobile" in other studies
are shown to be less mobile, perhaps due to the fact that the groups in the dif-
ferent studies as well as the measures are not comparable. According to Reynolds9
and the Bureau of the Census ,10 professionals are the most mobile of the occupa-
tional groups. According to our measure, in 1951, Los Angeles professionals,
combined with managers, officials, and proprietors 25 years old and over who had
worked one month or langer in 1950, are the least mobile of the four occupational
groups of longest job in 1950 for all persons and for males. Whenever all migrants
are taken together and the population subgroups related to this base, a different
figure is obtained from that derived when a population subgroup is taken as the
base and the migrants are calculated as a percentage of this subgroup. Comparison
between subgroups in the latter instance allows for the proportion of the total
population that any of the subgroups comprises when the population is not divided
on the basis of migrant status; this larger distribution otherwise distorts the
proportion of migrants who are in the subgroup.

According to the figures presented on Table 19, women were more mobile than
men and younger persons were more mobile than older persons. Among the occupation
groups for all persons, clerical and sales workers share first place with service
workers and laborers; craftsmen, foremen, and operatives are less mobile; and

rrofessionals, technical workers, managers, officials, and proprietors are least

mobile.

9. Lloyd G. Reynolds, op. cit.
10. U, S, Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, op. cit.
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Table 19
SPECIFIC GEOGRAPHIC MOBILITY OF MIGRANTS WITH WORK HISTORIES
GROUPED BY SEX, AGE, AND OCCUPATION OF LONGEST JOB IN 1950
[Figures may not add up because of round

Sex, age, and occupation Total Migrants as
group of longest job in 1950 Persons Migrants percentage of
total
Males 522,700 246,400 b7
25<4l years 302,200 168,400 56
45 years and over 220,500 78,100 3
Professional, technical, managers,
officials, proprietors 186,800 9, 300 k2
Clerical, sales workers T7, 700 39,600 51
Craftsmen, foremen, operatives 187,600 91,000 L9
Service workers, laborers 70,200 36,100 51
Females 250,200 137,600 55
25-44 years 154, 700 98,100 63
45 years and over 95,400 39,500 L3
Professional, technical, managers,
officials, proprietors 57,800 30,900 54
Clerical, sales workers , 600 51,500 57
Craftsmen, foremen, operatives 55,600 29,100 52
Service workers, laborers 45,900 26,100 57
All perscns 772,900 384,000 50
25-44 456,900 266,400 58
45 years and over 316,000 117,600 37
Professional, technical, managers,
officials, proprietors 2lk, 600 110,200 45
Clerical, sales workers 168, 300 91,100 54
Craftemen, foremen, operatives 2l3,100 220,100 k9
Service workers, laborers 116,100 62,200 54

SOURCE: U, S, Department of Commerce, Bureau of the Census, Work History Schedules,
sample enumeration, Los Angeles, January-February 1951.
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Males follow this same pattern and females follow it in the most mobile occupa-
tions, but for the less mobile occupations, craftsmen, foremen, and operatives

(rather than the professionals, menagers, and proprietors) are the least mobile.
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