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I N A HALF CENTURY and more there has never been a State
Assembly session like that of 1995.

By parliamentary strategy Democrats remained in floor and
committee control throughout the year despite a one vote House
majority won by the Republicans in the November elections of
1994.

The Assembly Republicans loosed a flood of anti-worker, anti-
social measures in obvious imitation of the Gingrich crowd in
Washington.

Virtually all died in Democratic controlled committees. The
few that escaped perished in the Senate.

Despite the defensive victories, the time consuming floor tac-
tics by Republicans meant for a non-productive year as party
defections derailed GOP discipline.

The box score of frustration follows: One Federation bill
signed into law by the Governor; one bill vetoed. However, the
Federation worked successfully to defeat 22 of 23 anti-worker
measures.

In the bizarre session, two rebel Republicans were elected
Speaker by Democratic votes. One Republican vote for Speaker
Willie Brown on the opening day of the session kept the speaker-
ship Democratic through long months. Democratic and safe for
labor.

Fraterna//y yours

i John F. Henning

Executive Secretary-Treasurer
Cahfornla Labor Federation, AFL-CIO
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Federation-Supported
Bill Enacted

WORKERS’ COMPENSATION

1. SB 996 (Lockyer) reforms California’s Target Inspection
Program for high-hazard employers, creating a more rational sys-
tem of fees which are used to fund OSHA inspections of dangerous

workplaces.

Federation-Supported
Bill Vetoed

HEALTH

1. SB 30 (Watson) would have created the Prostate Cancer Act
of 1995 for the purpose of funding prostate cancer research into the
cause, cure and treatment of the disease which strikes one in eight
American men.

Federation-Opposed
Bills Defeated

AGRICULTURAL LABOR RELATIONS BOARD

1. SB 499 (Kelley) would have reduced membership of Agri-
cultural Labor Relations Board from five to three persons.

CIVIL RIGHTS

2. SB 85 (Calderon) would have made it a crime to picket out-
side an employer’s private residence.

3. SB 938 (Campbell) would have repealed existing affirma-
tive action laws protecting women and minorities in awarding
public contracts for bond services.

4. SB 939 (Campbell) would have repealed affirmative action
laws in hiring and promoting employees in all state agencies,
school and community college districts.



5. AB 211 (Richter) would have outlawed affirmative action
programs in all state agencies, public school and community col-
lege districts.

6. AB 833 (Richter) would have prohibited using affirmative
action rules concerning the appointment, retention, tenure, promo-
tion and compensation of faculty members in California’s higher
educational institutions.

MISCELLANEOUS

7. SB 329 (Campbell) would have prohibited state agencies
from adopting regulations over which the federal government has
jurisdiction even it federal regulations are inadequate to protect the
workers and citizens of California.

PREVAILING WAGES

8. SB 906 (Leslie) would have exempted 37 of California’s 58
counties from paying the prevailing wage by re-classifying them as
“rural” counties.

9. AB 138 (Goldsmith) would have required D.I.R. to use
“weighted average” method of computing prevailing wages, de-
emphasizing union pay rates in favor of lower non-union wages
found in the area.

10. AB 213 (Bordonaro) would have allowed Allan Hancock
College in San Luis Obispo to pay less than the prevailing wage for
work on the Lompoc Valley Center Campus.

11. AB 865 (Aguiar) would have permited employers to
escape paying prevailing wage rates on public works projects up
to $250,000 if the work involves a public school, community college
district, or a county office of eduction.

12. AB 1181 (Bordonaro) would have exempted the construc-
tion of all jails from prevailing wage requirements.

13. AB 1499 (Baldwin) would have raised the minimum value
of public works projects to qualify for exemption of prevailing
wage requirements from $1,000 to $100,000.

PUBLIC EMPLOYEES

14. AB 870 (Baldwin) would have permited school districts to
contract for janitorial and food services including the preparation
and delivery of meals to schools.
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SAFETY AND HEALTH

15. SB 337 (Campbell) would have put Cal-OSHA regulations
and other worker protections in jeopardy by modifying the process
of certifying administrative regulations to favor employers.

16. AB 1659 (Woods) would have restricted the ability of the
Environmental Protection Agency, Resources Agency and the State
Fire Marshal to adopt regulations which differ in substance from
federal regulations.

SOCIAL INSURANCE

17. SB 299 (Campbell) would have deprived certain workers
of unemployment benefits by allowing employers to classify them
as “independent contractors.”

18. SB 1156 (Mountjoy) would have established an inferior
system of workers’ compensation for workers employed by small
businesses.

19. AB 676 (Brulte) would have denied certain employees job
protections such as unemployment insurance by re-classifying them
as “independent contractors.”

WORKER PROTECTIONS

20. SB 608 (Leonard) would have required the Department of
Industrial Relations and the Employment Development Department
to notify the U.S. Immigration and Naturalization Service whenever

it knows an undocumented worker is either employed or being
hired.

21. SB 774 (Leonard) would have limited the amount of dam-
ages in a wrongful discharge case a company of a certain size
must pay an aggrieved employee.

22. SB 964 (Johannessen) would have barred a worker from
employment who resigns and then starts a wrongful discharge pro-
ceeding without first giving the employer written notice of the
charges.



Federation-Opposed
Bill Enacted

HOUSING

1. AB 1164 (Hawkins) establishes vacancy decontrol when a
tenant leaves a residential unit in certain California cities, under-
mining the right of local communities to enact housing policy to
meet local needs.

Federation-Supported
Bill Defeated

SAFETY AND HEALTH

1. SB 666 (Marks) would have permitted civil suits outside the
workers' compensation system for workers injured in violent work-
place crimes and when employer has failed to take preventative
measures.
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Beverly (R) ...
Boatwright (D)
Calderon (D)
Campbell (R)
Costa (D) .
Craven (R)
Dills (D) ...
Greene (D)
Hayden (D)
Haynes (R)
Hughes (D)
Hurtt (R) ..
Johannessen (R)
Johnson (R)?
Johnston (D) .
Kelley (R) ...
Killea(l) ... ..
Kopp (1) .....

Alquist (D) ...
Ayala(D) .....

1, 1995.
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