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THE ABOLITION of Cal-OSHA dominated the legislative experi-
ence of 1987. Governor Deukmejian's stunning action early in the year
continued as Labor's major public issue throughout the session.

The fact that a program costing less than $7 million a year could be
eliminated from a budget of $42 billion in the name of fiscal necessity
was immediately opposed by Labor as economically unwise and de-
structive of the health and safety of California's working people.

While the money was restored by legislative action, the Governor
vetoed its inclusion in the mumti-billion dollar budget.

Otherwise, the 1987 session was a continuance of the past four
years with the Governor signing some AFL-CIO-backed bills and veto-
ing almost twice as many.
He signed 13 bills supported by the federation in 1987, of which 4

were workers' compensation bills: that require payroll audits to ensure
payment of premiums; disseminate information on claims and pro-
cedures; repeal the sunset clause on fire fighters' cancer
presumption; and add a labor and a management member to the
Workers Compensation Insurance Rating Bureau.
Other bills signed make tree spiking a felony; support industrial

drug rehabilitation programs; speed IWC wage order procedures; lib-
eralize tax credits for preservation of low-income housing; extend the
sunset date on unemployment insurance retraining benefits programs;
prohibit discrimination in hospital emergency rooms; and eliminate tax
deductions for private clubs which discriminate on the basis of age,
sex, race, religion or national origin.

The Governor signed a federation-opposed bili that deprives race-
track employees of overtime pay.

In addition to his budget cut that eliminated Cal-OSHA funding for
the private sector, the Governor vetoed 23 federation-supported bills,
including 7 on worker safety and health.
He also vetoed bills calling for a raise in unemployment insurance

benefits from $166 to $181 and legislation affecting public works em-
ployment, job training eligibility and benefits, voter registration
practices, parental leave, wage claims, wage orders for construction
industry workers, protection for seniors from abusive insurance agents
and class size in the state's schools.

Fraternally yours,

John F Henning
Executive Secretary-Treasurer

California Labor Federation, AFL-CIO
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Federation-Supported
Bills Enacted
DISABILITY INSURANCE

1. AB 1468 (Eaves) requires the Employment Development De-
partment to develop a program of education concerning state
disability insurance rights and benefits, and requires employers to
give employees notices of these rights and benefits.

WORKERS' COMPENSATION
2. SB 227 (Bill Greene) requires payroll audits to ensure the

proper amount of workers' compensation insurance premium has
been paid when the Department of Industrial Relations, the Employ-
ment Development Department or another state agency determines
an employer has under-reported its payroll.

3. SB 656 (Bill Greene) increases the information provided to
injured workers, employers, employees and insurance companies
concerning workers' compensation claims and procedures.

4. SB 1037 (Torres) repeals sunset clause on fire fighters' can-
cer presumption for purposes of determining eligibility for workers'
compensation benefits.

5. AB 1704 (Peace) requires the Insurance Commissioner to
appoint a labor and a management member to serve on the gover-
ning board of the Workers' Compensation Insurance Rating Bureau
which oversees rate setting and other issues affecting workers'
compensation.

ENVIRONMENT
6. AB 2588 (Connelly) requires industries to provide a full ac-

counting of their toxic emissions and, where warranted, requires
them to complete a detailed analysis of the effect of these emis-
sions on people's health.

WORKER SAFETY
7. SB 1176 (Keene) makes it a felony to spike trees intended

for harvest and requires any person whose act of tree spiking
causes bodily injury to be punished by an additional 3 year prison
term.
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DRUG TREATMENT
8. AB 397 (O'Connell) extends the state law requiring em-

ployers of 25 or more employees to make reasonable
accommodations for employees participating in alcoholic reha-
bilitation programs to also cover drug rehabilitation programs.

INDUSTRIAL WELFARE COMMISSION
9. SB 779 (Bill Greene) requires the Industrial Welfare Com-

mission to set a matter for consideration and issue a written
decision within 120 days of the receipt of a petition to change wage
order provisions regarding hours or working conditions.

HOUSING
10. SB 113 (Leroy Greene) makes preservation of existing

subsidized housing a top priority for use of federal low income
housing tax credits in California.

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE
11. SB 1083 (Bill Greene) extends for 5 years the sunset date

on the unemployment insurance Retraining Benefits Program.

HEALTH
12. AB 214 (Margolln) prohibits basing an emergency pa-

tient's treatment on the patient's race, ethnicity, origin, religion,
national origin, citizenship, age, sex, pre-existing medical condition,
physical or mental handicap, insurance status, economic status, or
ability to pay for medical services.

CIVIL RIGHTS
13. AB 239 (Moore) disallows a tax deduction for expenses in

connection with a private club which discriminates on the basis of
age, sex, race, religion, or national origin in its membership.

Federation-Opposed
Bill Enacted
INDUSTRIAL WELFARE COMMISSION

1. SB 342 (Maddy) takes away overtime pay from racetrack
stable hands after 40 hours work and on the 7th workdoy.
-4-



Federation-Supported
Bills Vetoed
WORKER SAFETY AND HEALTH
CAL-OSHA BUDGET
After the Legislature restored funds for Cal/OSHA which the

Governor had eliminated in the budget, he used his veto power to
eliminate Cal/OSHA funding for the private sector.

1. AB 889 (Bill Greene) would have restored Cal/OSHA ju-
risdiction over mines.

2. AB 348 (Tanner) would have required the Division of Occu-
pational Safety and Health to report to the Occupational Safety and
Health Standards Board recommendations on its study on the need
for video display terminal-related standards by July 1,1988.

3. AB 435 (Floyd) would have created a new criminal penalty
for an employer to knowingly or negiligently maintain a condition,
practice or process which would create a substantial probability
that death or serious physical harm could result.

4. AB 474 (Margolin) would have included as a regulated
carcinogen under the Occupational Carcinogen Control Act any
carcinogen on the Governor's list published pursuant to the Safe
Drinking Water and Toxic Enforcement Act of 1986.

5. A 701 (Floyd) would have strengthened public sector en-
forcement of Cal/OSHA.

6. AB 1279 (Hayden) would have prohibited employers from
sending subliminal messages on video dispay terminals or by other
means to workers without their consent.

7. AB 1701 (Peace) would have increased the civil penalty as-
sessed for a serious Cal/OSHA violation when the violation is the
cause of, or results in, an employee incurring a serious injury or a
serious exposure.

MINIMUM WAGE
8. SB 1658 (Torres) would have increased the minimum wage

by 90 cents an hour to $4.25 an hour effective January 1, 1988.

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE
9. SB 346 (Rosenthal) would have increased the maximum

weekly unemployment insurance benefit from $166 to $181.

PARENTAL LEAVE
10. AB 368 (Moore) would have made it an unlawful employ-

ment practice for an employer of over 25 employees to refuse to
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grant a reasonable request by an employee for a leave of up to
four months for child rearing.

PUBLIC WORKS
11. SB 1643 (Keene) would have required at least 50 percent

of all work performed on public works projects to be done by Cali-
fornia residents.

LABOR RELATIONS
12. AB 452 (Margolin) would have required employers to pay

accrued vacation pay during a strike or lockout of over 90 days.
13. AB 1470 (Floyd) would have established the California La-

bor-Management Relations Council in the Governor's office and
required the Council to promote and initiate efforts to improve la-
bor-management relations.

WORKERS' PROTECTIONS
14. AB 391 (Floyd) would have established a time limit for the

Labor Commissioner to hear wage claims.
15. AB 809 (Floyd) would have provided that until the Indus-

trial Welfare Commission adopted orders for the construction
industry, the manufacturing industry orders would apply to con-
struction workers.

16. AB 922 (Floyd) would have made an employer in violation
of payment of wages, liable for the unpaid wages, interest on the
wages and reasonable attorneys' fees and court costs.

JOB TRAINING
17. SB 122 (Bill Greene) would have improved eligibility re-

quirements to allow unemployed persons who lack skills to be
competitive in the labor market, to participate in retraining
programs.

18. AB 2024 (Maxine Waters) would have extended eligi-
bility for Employment Training Panel funds to persons whose
unemployment insurance eligibility had been exhausted for up to
two years rather than one year as present law provides.

ELECTIONS
19. AB 899 (Bates) would have allowed voter registration

cards to be mailed on request by DMV with vehicle registration
forms.

HEALTH INSURANCE
20. AB 1108 (Connelly) would have protected seniors from

abusive practices of unscrupulous Medigap insurance agents.
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EDUCATION
21. SB 436 (Hart) would have appropriated $75 million to es-

tablish a program to reduce class size.

INSURANCE
22. SB 911 (Robbins) would have required, after a minimum of

20 percent of the annual premium was paid, an assigned risk auto-
mobile insurance plan to permit the remaining premium to be paid
in equal monthly installments over a 9 month period.

THE ARTS
23. SB 1050 (Mello) would have made an appropriation of

$110,000 to the California Arts Council and established a partner-
ship program between local arts agencies and the Music
Performance Trust.
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