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1986 SESSION of the California legislature was a continuance
of the recent years in which the tide of gubernatorial influence has run
against labor.

Governor Deukmejian vetoed 30 labor-sponsored bills and signed
only 18 into law.

The veto that cut deepest was that of the unemployment insurance
benefit increase bill. Although 33 states and the District of Columbia
provide higher benefits than California, the Governor vetoed the bill on
the theory that the money for the increase should have been found by
removing several thousand workers off the eligibility lists.
He also killed three labor-sponsored pay equity bills aimed at putting

the state on the path to comparable worth for the protection of women
workers.
He vetoed a bill that would have prevented nursing home operators

from taking slices of the annual MediCal cost of living increases in-
tended for workers.

The Governor also vetoed bills which would have achieved the
following:

* Required employment of certain quotas of California residents on
public works construction projects;

* Codified into state statutes existing regulations requiring prevailing
wages on public works projects;

* Required the Cal-OSHA Standards Board to establish policy con-
cerning safety of workers exposed to cancer-causing chemicals;

* Simplified the procedures under which local prosecutors can
obtain injunctions to halt operation of unsafe equipment;

* Aimed at improving the quality of public education by reducing the
size of classes;

* Increased the bonding requirements for farm labor contractors; and
* Established criteria for posting of warning signs on crops where

dangerous pesticides have been sprayed.
OF THE EIGHTEEN BILLS the Governor signed into law were those

which:
a Require the Housing and Community Development Agency to hold

hearings on the need for farm laborer housing;
* Enable state officials to enforce housing laws in rural areas;
* Authorize up to $200 million in revenue bonds for construction of

some 5,000 units of housing for senior citizens;
* Identify and evaluate pollutants associated with indoor air,pollution;
* Strengthen hazardous waste laws; and
* Obligate the state's institutions of higher learning to consider

ergonomic factors in purchasing office furniture and equipment
including VDTs.

Fraternally yours,

John F. Henning
Executive Secretary-Treasurer

California Labor Federation, AFL-CIO
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Bills Enacted
LABOR STANDARDS ENFORCEMENT

1. SB 1726 (Bill Greene) requires the labor commissioner to make
every reasonable effort to ensure that judgments for compensation are
satisfied, including taking all appropriate legal action and requires the
employer to deposit a specified bond.

2. AB 2757 (Floyd) authorizes the Division of Labor Standards En-
forcement to use information obtained by the Employment Development
Department in the administration of the unemployment insurance law for
the purpose of enforcing state wage and hour laws.

CIVIL RIGHTS
3. SB 1895 (Watson) gives the Department of Fair Employment and

Housing authority to bring an action in court to reduce orders to a judg-
ment.

EMPLOYEE RIGHTS
4. AB 3603 (Agnos) requires any employer who intends to use a

flexible scheduling technique, as permitted by an order of the Industrial
Welfare Commission, requiring a vote of the affected employees to make
a full disclosure in writing to each such employee.

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE
5. SB 1495 (Bill Greene) permits a person to receive unemployment

insurance benefits if he or she works less than the normal workweek
when participating in a shared work unemployment compensation
benefit program approved by the Director of Employment Development.

6. SB 1571 (Bill Greene) renews the program providing extended
unemployment benefits to workers who have been laid off due to plant
closures and are participating in retraining programs.

7. AB 1994 (McAlister) provides that retirement benefits shall not
be offset against unemployment benefits if the claimant has made any
contribution to the retirement benefits.

WORKERS' COMPENSATION
8. AB 3000 (McAlister) appropriates $2,287,000 from the Employ-

ment Development Department Contingent Fund to the Uninsured
Employers Fund to overcome estimated deficiencies for the payment of
workers' compensation benefits to injured workers.

DISABILITY INSURANCE
9. SB 1633 (Bill Greene) increases worker contributions to the

disability insurance fund to insure the continued solvency of the fund.
10. SB 1577 (Lockyer) makes permanent a provision in law, due to
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expire on January 1, 1987, that allows a worker to receive a maximum
of 52 weeks of unemployment disability benefits.

11. AB 2728 (Floyd) provides that an individual is eligible for disabili-
ty benefits if enrolled in a qualified drug or alcohol rehabilitation pro-
gram in another state.

SAFETY AND HEALTH
12. SB 1998 (Bill Greene) requires Cal/OSHA approval for use of a

diesel engine in mines or tunnels.
13. AB 3052 (Tanner) identifies and evaluates pollutants associated

with indoor air pollution.
14. AB 3222 (Floyd) requires that portable or permanent electrical

generators connected to commercial, industrial, or residential structures
be connected only to that electrical system by means of a double pole,
double throw switch.

15. AB 4233 (Hayden) obligates the state's institutions of higher learn-
ing to consider ergonomic factors in purchasing office furniture and
equipment including VDTs.

ENVIRONMENT
16. SB 2424 (Torres) revises and recasts the enforcement of hazar-

dous waste laws and regulations by the imposition of civil penalties, the
issuance of injunctions, and the issuance of orders by the state Director of
Health Services.

17. SB 2575 (McCorquodale) prohibits a contractor from engaging in
a removal or remedial action concerning a release of specified hazardous
substances without having passed an approved hazardous substance
removal certification examination.

CONSUMER PROTECTION
18. AB 3333 (Areias) regulates credit card interest rates and fees.

Bills Passed, But Vetoed
LABOR STANDARDS ENFORCEMENT

1. SB 276 (Roberti) would have improved laws regarding the pay-
ment of prevailing rates on public works construction.

2. SB 1616 (Bill Greene) would hoe strengthened provisions for
auditing employers who are suspected of under-reporting their payrolls
for the purpose of computing workers' compensation premiums.

3. AB 3934 (Connelly) would have required farm labor contractors
to deposit a surety bond with the labor commissioner to be an amount
equal' ;c total wage bill for the highest calendar quarter of the most
recei- Wear, but riot less than $25,000.
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EMPLOYEE RIGHTS
4. AB 4177 (Margolin) would have provided that an agreement be-

tween an employer and its employees for a regularly scheduled
workweek with workdays longer than eight hours per day without pay-
ment of premium wages, as permitted by regulations of the Industrial
Welfare Commission, shall not become effective until it is ratified in a
secret ballot election by at least 2/3 of the affected employees and is filed
with the Division of Labor Standards Enforcement and shall not remain
effective for a period of more than three years.

WORKERS' COMPENSATION
5. AB 561 (Floyd) would have made permanent law compensating

firefighters for exposure to cancer-causing materials.

SAFETY AND HEALTH
6. SB 1651 (Petris) would have provided that two members of the

Occupational Safety and Health Standards Board be from management,
rather than from the field of management, and two members be from
organized labor, rather than from the field of labor.

7. SB 1741 (Petris) would have provided coverage for university and
college students using laboratories under the Hazardous Substances Infor-
mation and Training Act.

8. SB 1756 (Petris) would have required growers to post warning
signs around fields which have been sprayed with specified pesticides.

9. SB 1899 (Bill Greene) would have streamlined the process by
which the Occupational Safety and Health Standards Board responds to
petitions for new safety and health standards.

10. SB 2000 (Bill Greene) would have clarified the meaning of a
"serious"V violation of carcinogenic standards by an employer.

11. AB 1157 (Connelly) would have required the Division of Occupa-
tional Safety and Health to give first priority in the development of stan-
dards for carcinogens as determined by the International Agency for
Research on Cancer.

12. AB 3047 (Floyd) would have strengthened OSHA's preventive in-
spection program and targeted high hazard industries for more frequent
inspections.

13. AB 2742 (Floyd) would have required the Division of Occupa-
tional Safety and Health to investigate any possible occupational safety
and health hazards associated with the use of VDTs.

14. AB 4248 (Margolin) would have required the adoption of generic
carcinogen regulations to classify, identify, and regulate cancer-causing
chemicals.

15. AB 4296 (Margolin) would have established stronger penalties for
violation of a Cal/OSHA prohibition of use order.

16. AB 4307 (Margolin) would have provided that any authorized
representative of the Division of Occupational Safety and Health may
prohibit the use of a piece of unsafe equipment at a place of employment
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for 24 hours on his or her finding that its continued use is likely to cause
death or serious injury or illness.

UNEMPLOYMENT INSURANCE
17. SB 2100 (Rosenthal) would have increased the maximum weekly

unemployment benefit from $166 to $186 a week.

COMPARABLE WORTH
18. SB 1957 (Roberti) would have established the state Commission

on Pay Equity recommended by the California Comparable Worth Task
Force to determine what sex-based inequities exist in state employment.

19. SB 2347 (Lockyer) would have required the Department of Fair
Employment and Housing and the Division of Labor Standards Enforce-
ment to work together on pay equity issues.

20. AB 2864 (Klehs) would have required the Department of Fair
Employment and Housing to receive and tabulate for statistical purposes
complaints and inquiries on the subject of comparable worth.

EDUCATION
21. SB 1604 (Hart) would have improved the quality of public educa-

tion by initiating and funding a program to reduce class size.
22. SB 1622 (Leroy Greene) would have protected seniority rights of

classified school employees, if, as a result of reorganization of special
education programs, the employees were employed, terminated,
reassigned or transferred.

JOB PRESERVATION
23. AB 3715 (Statham) would have prohibited the California Film

Office from charging fees for the use of state park property or for the
charging for compensation of employees of the Dept. of Parks and
Recreation for services provided.

24. SB 2532 (Roberti) would have required that 50% of the total
worker hours on all public works projects in the state be performed by
bona fide California residents.

PUBLIC EMPLOYEES
25. SB 2533 (Lockyer) would have provided members of the Univer-

sity of California Lawrence Livermore National Laboratory Protective
Force with peace officer status.

26. AB 3789 (Robinson) would have provided that if a mediator is
unable to effect settlement of dispute between the state and civil service
employees and declares that factfinding is appropriate to the resolution of
the impassed, either party may request that their differences be sub-
mitted to a factfinding panel.

HOUSING
27. SB 942 (Leroy Greene) would have provided funds for housing
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assistance to the homeless.
28. AB 4005 (Roos) would have prevented landlords from claiming

tax deductions on monies gained from the rental of substandard housing.

HEALTH CARE
29. AB 4172 (Agnos) would have required long-term health care

facilities to pass through to nonadministrative employees 75 percent of
the Medi-Cal payment rate increase attributable to labor costs for nonad-
ministrative employees in relation to the dollar amount attributed to the
wages and benefits component of the Medi-Cal cost-of-living adjustment
and provided sanctions for non-compliance.

CHILD CARE
30. SB 2197 (Watson) would have mandated a study of the need for

child care among the employees of the state university system.

Note: In addition to the 30 favorable bills listed above, SB 469, a bad
bill, was vetoed by Governor Deukmejian.

SB 469 (Dulls) would have extended the seven-year limit on con-
tracts that recording companies currently can require performing artists
to sign.
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