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FROM : Director of Education
For the Week of December 13«18

The week of December 13-18 inclusive was marked by frequent teacher absence
from the Poston Schoold due to the influenza epidemic. Pupil absence did
not rise in proportion to the teacher absence, probably due to the fact that
students remain at home at the beginning of anillness and make a quicker
recovery, and teachers tend to stay on the job until they are physically
unable to continue.

Budget estimates for the fisocal year 1945 were in the process of formulation
throughout the week and will be completed by Tuesday, December 21,

leave olearance hearings occupied the time and attention of principals and
the Director for approximately ome day each, during the week.

Seversl teacher candidates who were contacted through the Civil Service Office

in Phoenix, Arizona and several appointments are expected to be consummated
before the first of the year. The departure of some of our best evacuse teachers
he.s added to the difficulty of covering secondary school teacher positions

with adequately trained teachers. A rather extensive reorgenization of some
phases of the secondary school program may be necessary at the close of

the first semester, due to the teacher situation and to the requirements for
acoreditation with the State of Arizoma., The elementary teacher shortage is

still oritical and very few prospective candidates have been referred to us by
the Civil Service offices.

The assembly hall of Poston I Elementary School was completed during the
week and the first all-student dramatiocp presentation was held on Saturday
evening, December 18, before a capacity audience of approximately 700 people,

The plans for war industry training courses were still held in abeyance by
the action of the State Supervisor in Phoenix. The order hes not been applied
to OeSeYele courses and arrangements are proceeding for the inauguration

of the 0.S.Y.,Ae. program, Considerable equipment for industrial arts and

radio repair shop was received and will be made available for use as soon as
it is released from the warehouses.

The heating facilities for the schools have been instslled with the ex-
ception of a few recreation hall classrooms, and all classrooms in Unit 145
outside of the new adobe buildingsq heve had the walls papered and the floors
covered with roofing felte As a result, these rooms are much more comfortable
since the heat from the stoves is retained much more effectively. The

absence of hoods on the stove pipes has resulted in flooding the oid intale
pipes of the stoves with water each time it has rained. The stoves are

then out of operation for one or two days until the pipes are discommected and
cleaneds It is hoped that the hoods which are available on the project will

be installed in the very mear future.
)
el o

Arthur L, Harris
Director of Education
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For the Week of December 20 p» 25 inclusive

Monday, December 20, the report was received of the action taken by the
Arizona State Committee on High School Accreditation. Attached is a
copy of the letter received from Dr. Ce K. Garretson, High School Vigite
ore As a result of this action, it now becomes possible for each school
to make application for accreditation standing at the time when it is felt
that every effort has been made to meet the state requirements. It is
probable that the Poston III Secondary School will be the first school
to make application for acersedd+Pfation. First, because ite school plant
is most nearly complete; second, the turnover in staff was so geat that
it was possible to hire a better balanced staff than has been possible
in Poston I and Poston II where so many of the secondary school positions
are occupied by social studies and English gpecialists hired last year.
Intensive gtudies will be made of the Pcston I and Poston II School situa=
tions so that application for accreditation may be made as soon as pos—
sible. It may be advisable to postpone the application for Poston I
High School until after the completion of the new school plant, since the
High School Visitor has alrezdy indicated that the facilities provided
in the pregent elementary buildings are quite inadequate for an accred-
ited secondary school program.

In the schools, the first three days of the week were devoted to the theme
of Christmass Room decorations, Christmas parties, and Christmas programs
were common in all schoolss On Tuesday evening, December 21, the formal
dedication program of the Poston I Elementary School plant was held in

the new assembly halle On Wednesday morning, the first assembly in the
history of the Poston I Elementary School was held in the assembly hall
and a Christmas program was presented. It has been gratifying to ncte

the appreciative reaction of students and parents who have had the oppor—
tunity to attend one of the functions in this new hall. The contribution
which the structure will make to the morsle of the community will be very
noticeables

The report was made to Dr. Viles, WRA Educational Adviser, on the present
status of school construction in Poston.

Two afternoons and part of one morning were deveted by the Director to
leave clearance hearings during which two unew interviewers were initiated
into the hearing procedures.

School sessions closed on Wednesday afternocon, December 28. All staff
nembers who remained on the project were busy during Thursday and Friday
bringing school records up to date, straightening up rooms after Christmas.
programs, and working with older student groups on evening social events

-

which were carried on throughout the rest of the weeks

Arthar L. Harris

Direct of Bducation
ALH:hn s g
Attachment
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Commission on Secondary Schools

December 15, 1943

fr« Arthur L. Herris

Director of Educetion

Colorado River War Relocation Project
Poston, Arizona

When I came out of the meeting of the Committee in Phoenix I looked
around the lobby for some of you folks from Poston but apparently you
had 'folded your tents and silently stolen awsg.!

The result of the meeting, however, were that all action on the applica=-
tion for the Poston Schools was postponed until such time as we are noti-
fied that one or more of your high schools is ready for inspection. At
that time some member of the Stat e Committee will come to Poston and check
conditions. As indicated in my letter of the 29th, the items we will be
interested in are, somewhat in order of their importancej

The preparation of your faculty wmembers for the work
tc which they are assigned. This will be judged large-
ly on the basis of their official transcripts of college

worke

The intellectual and moral tone of your student body which
I believe wag'at the time of my visit satisfactory.

Your school plant. I commented on this item in my letter
of the 29th.

The factor of laboratory equipment and instructional suppliess
I shall have my secretary include a check list that we will
use in determining relative adegquacy of laboratory equipment.
We, of course, will not follow it slavighlye.

We will also be interested in the school library and particularly
the degree to which it is used both in instruction and as a source
for leisure~time reading. Zach of the three schools should have
&s a minimum twelve or fifteen of the more popular current maga-
zines coming regularly to the school library. This list should




raber 15, 1943

Mr. Arthur L.

ations as ¢ Newsweek, Time, Saturday
American Boy, American Girl, Boy's
Ladies Home Journal, Popular
for those of more mature

ing,
e
ana

and Atlantic Monthly.

you that the State Committee is quite in sympathy with
’“30" s much service

doing and it is our desire to re &as




REPCORT TC: Mre W. Wade Head, Project Director

~

FROM: Arthur L. Berris, Superintendent of Schools
Week of December 27 = January 1

During this week only the Poston I and Poston III Schocls
were in session. Poston II School opened earlier in September,
and an e xtra holiday week was planned for Poston II pupils in
order to equalize the mumber of days of school completed by all
schoolse Some Poston II teachers were on annual leave, some
were assigned to Poston I and Poston III as substitute teach-
ers, and the balasnce were on duty at Poston II with assigned
course of study works

The close of the calendar year and the transfer of project
adninigtration from Indian Service to War Relocation Authority
as marked by the loss of only one teacher from the Poston
Schools Staff. She was replaced at the close of the week by
Mrs. Yarie Wallace who was a member of the staff during the
year 1942-1943.

We were notified by state authorities that the 0.5.Y.A.
Program would not be extended to residents of relocation cen-
ters in Arizonas. The War Industries Training Program had been
withdrawn earlier. Attempts are being made by Washington of=
ficials to have the actions reversed, but meanwhile we are
proceeding with plans for vocational training and apprentice
programs within th@ resources of project personnel, equipment,
and materials.

A committee met to plan educational and fund raising
ivities in connection with the annual nation-wicde Infantile
1ysls Campaign from Jawuary 15 - 31. Schools will parti-

pate with posters, Say s mwsical mumbers for the com=
munity programs opening the campaign in Poston. 4

A widespread epidemic of cclds and influenza resulted in
increased pupil and teacher absence during December. Averag
daily absence of approximately 10 per cent compared favorably
with figures in outside communities where the epidemic struck.

A

arthur L. Harr
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Supt. of School:
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