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CHRONOLOGICAL REPORT Of PFC THOMAS RIGA®S VISIT IN TOPAZ

July 3, 1944
I. Entered City before 12*00 noon ahead of schedule
“md™gp~ "SH * ‘- HIl T

2* Entertained at home of Roscoe E*.Rellt assistant pro-
ject directsor f at 2*30 p*iu

3= Assigned to apartment (block 2f barrack 1, apt. A)

4. Invited to four homes iIn the center.

J. Spoke before combined old and new Community Councils*
6. At 4i30 p.m. met with mothers at the USO, rec. #4*

/. At 5*30 p.m. attended TJSO banquet as guest of honor.

5. Addresse~d the residents at the auditorium at 8«00 p.m

9* Attended informal gathering at Block #1 from 10*3"

July 4, 1944

1. Addressed high school assembly at 9*20 a«a.

2. Meeting with block managers cancelled.

3. 1s15 p.m. accompanied to train by representatives of

Council and USO* Mrs. A. Isono, Mr. K. Hashimoto, Mr. t
Tsuzuki, Mr. G. Shimamoto



PRIVATE FIRST CLASS THOMAS EISA...

a defender of Pearl Harbor, veteran of Salerno and Cassino,
wearer of the Purple Heart, an Amerlcan-Japanese from rural Ha-
waiil, a visitor to Topaz*

Pfc* Thomas Higa was to the issei, to mothers and fathers,
and to soldeirs* families what Sgt. Ben Kuroki was to the nisei.
His pointed address in Japanese before a preponderant ISsel
audience of*600 (approximate) on July 3, 1944 was the first
public orientation of the soldier mind and heart to those of
our issei group. His was a talk sustaining the will of his
buddies overseas and a stimulus to impart the same among
diers-to-be and those remaining here. Pfe. Higals one-hour
and fifty-five minute account of his ”“Battle In ltaly¥* was an
attempt, free of chauvinism, to establish the necessary rap-
port, to dispel” rumors, and to allay fears of open prejudice
as thus far associated with the fighting 100th Infantry Bat-
talion and the 442nd Infantry Regiment on the Italian front.

The scene of this occasion was iIn the auditorium where the
a udience remained receptive iIn spite of the summer heat. At
8*00 p.m. the Boy Scouts bugled the nGall To The Colors**? the
flag was presented. Mr. Byron T. Tsuzuki of the Community
Council, presented iIn Japanese the Introduction for the pro-
gram of the evening, including briefly highlights of Pfc. Hi-
gals purpos”ive visit and the nature of the world at war.

A vocal selection, MAmerica The Beautiful**, by Miss Kiyoko
Hoshiga followed. After a formal introduction of the follow-

ing* Mr. Adachi, World War 1 veteran? Mr, Xoshinfc, father of



three Topaz volunteers for the combat team} Mrs. Isono, mem-
ber of the Topaz UBO} and Mr. Hosco®© Bell, assistant project
director, Project Attorney Ralph C. Barnhart presented the / .
speaker, jPfc. Thomas Higa, with an outline of his background
and the timely significance of a soldierls return from a war
front. Mention was also made of the fact this was not an af-
fair entertained by the War Department nor by the War Reloca-
tion Authority.

At thlsirpoint Pfc. Higa was presented to the waiting audi-
ence. (Ms message was amplified through the loud speaker
system.) The following is a translation, by Mr. Henry Miyagi
of the Japanese Section of the Topaz Times, of Higals message,

"BATTLE IB ITALT"I

"Ladies and gentlemen and friends*

It is indeed a great pleasure to me to meet you all
here tonight and to tell you something about my own exper-
iences in the Army, and also to convey to you the thoughts
and;sentiments of all” my brethren-in-arms who are still
fighting in the Italian battlefield for our country.

As the Tirst thing, | want to tell you that neither
the Army nor the WBA has anything to do with my trip. I
have come on my own accord to let you know of the true sit-
uations of the Hisei soldiers in the Army and in the battle-
fields for two main reasons, one of which iIs because of the
fact that ever since | returned from the battle front,

wherever 1 go 1fe heard some astonishing rumors about Nisel



soldiers being discriminated or mistreated In the Army even to
such an extent as to be sent out deliberately to the most dan-
gerous spots at the front lines, and so on. But, my friends,
all those rumors are far from being true. They are simply ab-
surd I There is no such thing# But, 1 suppose such rumors

f o tyj. B v/ 1 1 wadipl * A T
might not only scare all the new draftees but also cause their
parents unnecessary worries about them# But don’t believe
such mimaginary rumors. In fact, 1 have never met with any ra-
cial discrimination among the soldiers in the battlefield. We
were always treated quite fairly and decently by all the Cau-
casian officers and soldhrs* All of the soldiers at the bat-
tle front are fighting as one unit, i1n one spirit and for one
purpose, to win the battle.

Also, there Is another reasonswhy I want to speak for you
all, particularly to the parents of all soldiers. It iIs be-
cause when we, the comrades of the 100th Batta lion left New
York harbor aboard a transport for the Italian front, we were
jall dete rained to do our best and to fight to the death. We
jvierp all in high spirits with nothing to fear nor to worry a-
i&?Ut But we had Just one desire iIn common, and that desire

;1hat if and When any one of us could ever come_?agﬁ home
,Hve, we would want him to convey to the people at the home

o\ il S 1.
all of our thoughts ideals and sentlments ehat filled

VN o f i tAl "S*xy K, Mtit . VP
agtf- hearts and souls night a nd day.

>5-8 * ;0T Pﬂ@ﬁl%?ﬂl—
Il Aust by cha nee I .happened to be one of the few who got

Injured and sent back to the U.S. still alive. Co, today, 1
LU w1 @ Tiawgn 4. WHR* T Tt
Tjel that I owe it to all of my comrades-in-arms that 1 should



take every opportunity to eonvey to you folks all of our
thoughts and ideals and experiences we went through*

let me tell you, friends, the common ideals of our com-
rades of the 100th Battalion is that we, being American citi-
zens, must Ffight and sacrifice our lives to presérve these 0-
nited States of liberty and democracy that all the people
might live more decently and happily forever* | do not know
what some Issei might think, but as for us Nisei we must be
real good Americans, there is no fence for anyone to sit on.
Kor can there be go-betweens. One must be either an American
Or a Japanese, that is our conception of American citizenship5
that is our common ideal of life of Nisei soldiers in the bat-
tlefield. And that is what X wish you folks to understand#

I was born and raised on a farm in Hawaii, and 1 was draf-
ted and inducted into the Army in June 1941 a nd was stationed
at Schofield Camp, Honolulu. About six months after Pearl Har-
bor in May 28th, 194-2 our regiment was sent to Camp McCoy, Wis-
consin, then to Camp SJielby, Mississippi where we went through
intensive training until August 19%4-3, when we were sent over-
seas to Oran, Algeria, and iro.m there we were soon sent to Sa-
lerno, Italy for real action.

| Our team was placed under the command of the 34th Division.
Wei“started actual fighting on the 28th of August, 1943* We
drove the enemy# back with our machine guns, mortars, field ar-
tillarles and bombers. It was the most thrilling experience

of my life. 1 realized that we were making perfect team work,

and there was no discord nor racial discrimination whatsoever.
X = g "Jstl I yille >/ = »



On one occasion! wO© heard a group of soldier talking loudly
in English, so we thought that they were American soldiers and
as we carelessly approached the, all of a sudden they started
firing at us, and we threw ourselves to the ground at once and
took to cover. It was the first lesson we learned of the craf-
ty Nazi’s tricks. It was on September 16 of last year that our
battalion started an attack on Castle Bill which was a very im-
portant point and we kept up a terrific battle for more than
a month with perfect cooperation of bombers, field artilleries,
mortars, and machine guns. On October 24th the Nazi ran away
and we captured this vital spot, also taking about fifty pris-
oners, As we were escorting these German captives away, one
of them asked us in English what nationality we belonged to*
£hey seemed quite astonished when one of us told them we were
American Japanese, And on© of them asked, "How could you Jap-
anese be here fighting Germans?"” And as we said that we were
Americah-born citizens of Japa nese ancestry, they understood
and said, ,0b, I see. 1 understand, | think you are right!”
In this batt le of Castle Bill one of our gunners, named
Awaguni stopped a great big German tahk at a distance of just
twenty-~five yards», That means that he was so cool and calm
that he could wait for a length of time before the enemy was
fired on, thus assuring a direct bit on the vital spot of the
tank. And we were highly complimented by our Caucasian offi-
cers and comrades. All of the members of the 100th Infantry
Battalion kept up good fighting always in high spirits*

For Christmas we had a good holiday and a good treat, too.



At that time we saw an ltalian farmer digging up a large wood-
en box out of the ground which we thought was a coffin at first
But soon he opened it and took out of it all kinds of personal
belonging« such as clothing* shoes, hats, wine bottles, etc.

As we asked him curiously why he had buried those things under
the ground, he said that the Nazi would swipe everything worth
taking. But he said that he trusted?American soldiers would
not do such a tfting*

Italians were crazy about American cigarettes. When 1
gave one package of American cigarettes to an ltalian farmer
he gave me two good-sized chicken. So, we cooked the chicken
in our iron helmets, and had a good dinner of them. So, you
see, a soldier’s helmet is a serviceable thing. It can be
used for digging ground,carrying water, for drinking or wash-
ing, and so on.

I want to tell you that the Army really makes real good
men, curing all kinds if human faults* | want to let you know
what all soldiers would appreciate most. It is not clothing
nor foodstuffs nor cigarettes nor candies. You need not send
those things to American soldiers because w@ have plenty of
those things in the Army. What we soldiers, especially In the
battlefield, appreciate most are letters from families and
friends, particularly mothers* handwritten letters and pictures.

It is a Japanese custom that the family or friend would
present soldiers with a Senninbari (belt stitched by several

hundred people as a charm for good luck). A belt is not so

bad when it iIs not so hot, but in a very hot climate we cannot



carry the Senninbarl, nor can we throw It away because of the
sentiment It carries* So we have to carry It around in our
arms wherever we go* So very often it becomes rather burden-
some for a soldier in the battlefield« But pictures o# letters
from parents, particularly from mothers— in mothers® handwrit-
ing— especially when they contain such encouraging words asf
"My dear son, your mother is always thinking of you, and pray-
ing almighty God to watch over you, guide you, protect you, and
send you back to me soon* $o under all circumstances be good
and couragefous in any situation for God will always save you,
etc* &

I, mjmolf] always carry my mother®s encouraging letters,
and whenever X become sad or miserable 2 get it out of my pock-
et a nd read it, and it never falls to give me strength and mum
courage and makes me feel better and happy*

| When 1 got injured my mother®s letter gave me great faith
and, encouragement and strength and saved my life*

I One day when one of my comrades was digging a trench at a
front line, somehow he thought of his mother and he took his
mother*s letter out of his pocket and after reading it over he
wantedvto show it to his comrade, so he ifcmped out of his trench
and ran several yards away to his friend"s trench* Just then

SSUIPGS NS v il f S 1] i | 5 5 1

aniﬁgeﬂg S\F%gnon shell feII rlght into hlsgﬁgfnch froquher

he had jlumpbd out just one minute before* So his life was saved

N>

on account of his mother®s letter* This is just one instance

I know ejmitf many cases like that where a soldier®s life was



saved on account of his »otherls letter*

So | earnestly wish that all the parents of soldiers will
write some encouraging letters to their soldier sons as often
as possible*

In that Fierce battle of Cassino, | was wounded twicejj
first time, | was hit on the right arm, and at the second time
I was struck down by a shrapnel shell on the back which iIncapa-
citated me for a long time* On account of that 1 have been sent
back here* But now, 1| feel-all right again, so 1 am going back
to active service in a few days*

Well, 1 wish you all good health and good luc”, and 1 hope
to meet you again*

Thank you for your good attention."



MEETING WE COMMUNITY COUNCIL July 3, 1944
(translation of Higals talk before the old and new councils)

WX am a member of the 100th Infantry Balialionf we were
the first lapanese-Americans to get into actual combat* |1
believe that we had done much good through Our action, leav-
ing no room for anything in the way of a bad reputation*

I was in Granada about ten days ago and was asked to
make a speech in Japanese* This is the second camp 1 am
visiting* 1 specially enjoy attending meetings of this sort
and question-and-answer meetings as well*

Opr company was called four times* When we left America,
we thought that we would never return* We worried about our
families and about their future* We made up our minds to
fight for all Japaaese-Americans. We promised at that time
that i1f any one of us should come back we would report our
role and our sentiments for all to hear* 1 was among those
fortunate enough to return$ therefore, 1| am going around mak-
ing these speeches* We are strong, but you are the ones who

will support us with prayer.n



BLOCK #1 MEETIHG  July 3» 19%4 10130 p#e.

Approximately forty people including a few members of the
council, block managersl group, and residents of the block
met with Pfc. Higa in an informal gathering at the ¢(thing hall*
fables were arranged whorse shoell fashion, and refreshili®jts
were served. - T Mo

fhe meeting was iIn the nature of a “bull session*l.

Project Beports OFfficer, Russell A. Bankson, was present
to photograph the group, Mr, Bankson was also able to photo-
graph the occasion Then Mr, Kawamoto, a member of the fopaz

BBO, presented Pfc. Higa with an artifical flower which was

made In ~Opaz as a token of appreciation.



U50 BANQUET  July 3, TC44 ?]130 p.m. Hee #4

CHAIRMAN: Mrs. Arimoto, USO
GRACE: Reverend San®©

SPEAKERS: Mr. Raymond Sanford, assistant project director,
representing the administration

Mr. Mas fiarahara representing the Community Council

RESPONSE: Pfc. Thomas Riga (very brief)

Few guests from the administration, the USO, and the
Block Managers attended.

A buffet style affair.



July T, 1944 v=xcv 6-i lining Hall #12

i82 Crayton B. Buttall, retiring principal of tha Topaz
Hiph Echool, initiated Pfc* HIlij*3 secd  formal appearance
here* A capacity dining hall iaudience
girls of the local high school and a so] iiklIng of issei wo-
men, Joined in the singing of *  Blesi America* and In the
salute to the flagp

Pfc. Riga was Introducede

Mir ¥ stive of rural Bed¥.. Va

not adept in English and that he would use simple Japanese
mixed with English phrases. |lie prompted questions from the
floor and queried at intervals if his words carfied to the
roar of the hall*

He apoke minus the amplifier*

The import of hib message was similar to that of the pr
vious night, both of which comprised the principal function

of his visit*
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In conformity with ,a
national policy for all
governmental agencies
not to observe any holi-
day except Christmas,
July 4th will be a regu-
lar work day for all WRA
employees, it wgs an-
nounced today.

CINCINNATI OFFICE
|O BE HEADED BY
METHODIST PASTOR

CLEVELAND; Ohio— Harry
Elwood Titus, former Metho-
dist pastor in Dayton, O-
hio, has been appointed
relocation ~officer in
charge of the Cincinnati
district office, " Robert
M. Cullurn, Cleveland area
supervisor announced today.
He succeeds G, Raymond
Booth who has been trans-
ferred to the Chicago dis-
trict office.

In Dayton where he han-
dled the relocation prob-
lems of about 50 evacuees
as a sideline, "Titus super-
vised several groups whose

responsibilities included
Negro-Caucasian :relations
in the community, supervis-

ing a ceh"ter for war work-
ing women; and assisting
migrant war workers |?ith
housing and other problems
of settling in a new com-~
munity.

J TQPAZ, UTAH

NISEI WARVE-
VISir CENTER

A veteran of the ltali-
lan campaign and a partici-
Ipant in the Pearl Harbor
|]attack, Pfc. Thomas Higa

Jwill arrive here next Tues-

"DRAFT -KVA P IRS

3 YEAR SEN.FENCE
GIVEN TO YOUTHS]

The 63 youths from!
Heart Mountain who refused!
to report for their prein-|
duction physicals were!l
each sentenced to three!
years in the Federal Peni-j
tentiary for draft evasion!
by United States Judge!
Blake Kennedy of Cheyenne,!
Wyoming, according to at
wire received from Dillonj
S. Myer. The decision in-I
dicated that the defensei
plea about clarifications!
of civil rights was with-1
out merit as an argument*
in the case,

CHIEF NURSE *TO LEAVE

Miss Margaret McCafferyl
who has been the acting!
chief nurse at the -locall
hospital for the past yearl
will leMve Monday fori
Heart Mountain, according!
to Dr. Douglas Collier,!
chief medical officer.

Miss McCaffery was hon-1
ored last night at a party!

given by the hospital
ployees.

CAl FOUND IN TOPAZ, COUPIE
FROM CALIFORNIA ANSWERS AD

"Where, oh, where has
our little cat gone?” was
the plea received from Mr.
and Mrs,- Ofbrien®™ of Inyo-
kern, California. It all
started with a little item
published in the Topaz
Times regarding a black
Persian cat which had been
found and in the meantime
had become the mother of 3

ki ttens,

WEATHER Max, Min
Wednesday, ...".84° 53
Thursday. .g+e*xQA ° 53
Friday.... ....97° 53

By some strange coinci-I
dence, the ad was picked
up and printed in the Des-
eret News of Salt Lake Ci-
ty under the heading ''Cat
Found— Returned with Inter-
est”. And the greatest sur-
prise came this morning in
a letter answering the ad-
— all the way from Cali-
fornia. It stated that the
couple had lived in Spring-
ville, Utah, and had
moved to California but
had lost a similiar expec-
tant black cat which may
have wandered down to To-
paz.

em-1"~

Saturday, July 1, .1944

day to address
ience of his experience's
in the war. The nisei war
veteran visitor will be
met at the Delta station
by a delegation of repre-
sentatives of the councilj
and the USO committee.

an, aud-

During his. .visit Pfc.

Higa will be honored at a -

dinner to be given

USO, according "to
Marianne Arimoto, chairmgn:
of the affair. He will aaI"-J
so meet with the new com-j
munity council.

From 7:30 Tuesday eve-1
ning, he will address thej
residents in Japanese
the auditorium. On Wednes-i
day morning from 9:15 hej
will speak in English 1o,:
a group in dining hall 32.

by the!
Mrs, ;

Pfc. Higa has been re-
leased from an army hospi-
tal following
from a battle injury andj
will return to active duty!
again on July 6, accordingl
to a teletype from Hessef
H. Lewis, acting’field as-f
sistant director. He was]
stationed
during attack and laterj
fought with the 100th Bat-j
talion at Salerno and Cas-j

sino. He wasrawarded the
;Purple Heart for the
wound he incurred at Cas-
sino.

He was also a visitor
at the Granada relocation

center a few weeks ago.

Nuttall Honored
At Farewell Party

In honor of
B* Nuttall, Topaz
School . principal, approxL*
mutely 65 members of the
education department, in-
cluding administrators,
faculty and office person-
nel, attended on outing
and steak dinner at Oak
City Canyoh yesterday.

Nuttall, principal
since last September, is
expected to leave the proj-
ect early next week.

Drayton
High

in,

recovery!l

at Pearl Harbor $
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to come between now"and June 23rd, Six young girls,
two"of them only 16, are coming together from Pos-
ton, Wish Topaz would do so well,

Mrs, Inouye takes her job as a housemother very
seriously. She mothers the girls and gives them
good advice and gives them hot tea Iif they get
colds, Mary Ouye from Topaz can tell you about
that. You can assure the mothers that their daugh-
ters will have friends here to look out for them.

The best thing about Philadelphia as far as we
are concerned is the great numbers of Caucasian
people who are eager to make"friends with the evac-
uees. Each room in the house, for example, is -fur-
nished by a different branch of the WIL, Each
branch has 30 to 40 members.

Our difficulty is housing. Not that there isn
housing. People don’t like it. They want little
cottages with a lawn and back yard and there simply
aren’t any.

After a week of looking,
selves to take an apartment, comfortable, but ugltf
on the 2nd, third-floor Of"a remodeled old mansion;
rents are about $45 to $75 for that kind of a
place, furnished. Unfurnished places are easier to
get. We have surplus furniture in the basement for
a few of our first families and encourage people
to take unfurnished places which are cheaper.

i We feel very strongly
that now, not later, is
b \mm the time for relocation.
_IJEEthé(And certainly Philadelphia
}XF%E*EWI_I'S easier to adjust to
that the West Coast, A vis-
iting friend from Seattle
tells heartbreaking ston-
ill 'ixm O ies o> growing race ten-~’
\fusion, housing, congestion,

A347~and high food costs there.

I \}%k (I’'m afraid the coast as we

Wjph:knew it will never exist
N again,

X Mrs, Mildred Qoertzel -
HPhiladelphia, Pennsylvania

(Editor’s note: Mr Geertzel is the wife of
Victor Goertzel, former vocational guidance advi-
ser at the Topaz High School who is now director
OF the Philadelphia Hostel, Thé above are excerpts
of her letter to a friend here*)

people bring them-
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Today we received a copy of the Topaz Times®™ in
which an article appeared regarding my brother,Pvt,
Y, Koizumi. The family appreciates your printing
this news for the benefit of his friends and rela-
tives. However, there were some incorrect facts
printed which 1 would like to clarify,

Pvt, Y. Koizumi volunteered for Japanose Ameri-
tan Combat Team. Later he left Topaz for seasonal
work at Edgewatar Beach Hotel at Detroit Lakes,Min-

nesota. He was inducted at Fort Snelling, Minn_,
where he specialized as rifleman,

After completion of his basic he was trans-
ferred to Fort Meade, Maryland, from where he was
sent overseas iIn the latter part of February,

He was attached with the 88th Division, 349th
Infantry now serving in Italy. He was killed in

action on May 23.
Mrs. Harry Hiroshima
Minneapolis, Minnesota

July 1, 1944
of Berkeley, California, and
now of Chicago, Illinois, have

really succeeded with reloca-
tion in a grand style. Eight
members of the family are hold-
ing important positions as pro-
fessional or skilled workers,
GEORGE, the oldest brother
who was in Poston, is a chem-
ist in anelectroplating plant,
-, -HENRY, Tormerly a well-
known optometrist in San Fran-
cisco and Berkeley and head of
the Tanforan and Topaz eye
clinics, is now an.OEM photo-
grapher. ,._His wife, BARBARA,
is a public health nurse,
ERNIE, who was active in
both the Tanforan and Topaz
educational system, is an op-
tical engineer in an up-and-
coming optical company."Before
evacuation he was an optome-
trist in Fresno. He has a
premising future, Ernie probab-
ly hopes to have as much luck

in bridge, a game in which he
is nuite an expert,.,.

MARY 1is an optometrist, the
only one in the family to re-
turn to that profession, com-
muting daily to Hammond, Indi-

ana, which is just on the out-
skirts of Chicago..OLIVE is
a top-notch clerk (civil

service) for the Army Service

Forces. Before Tanfo she held

a civil service job with the
State of California.,,.-JOE
works as a photo finisher in
Chicago* s largest photo pro-
cessing plant, ...

DAVID, the youngest brother,
goes to school at Otterbein
College in Ohio, Another sis-
ter RUTH is also a registered
nurse,

Still another brother, WIL-
LI1AM, former 1i1nstructor in
plant pathology at the Univer-

sity of California, now on
leave of absence, a Ph.D., 1is
at the U. of Rochester in New
York on a Guggenheim. Fellow-
ship. .e.

Mary, Joe, David, Ruth,
Olive and Mr.and Mrs, C. Taka-

hashi, the parents, went from
Tanfo to Poston to join George.
Henry’®s family and Ernie came
to Topaz and later joined the
rest in Chicago,

The entire fanmily,
ing. William, [live together in
a large house which they own
on ;6127 Kimbark Ave, -

except-
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Restoration of evacuees
to normal living outside
relocation centers is now
on a well-established bas-
is and moving “forward at
a steady pace, Dillon S.
Myer, WRA director, said
this week,

""Since
ning approximately
years ago the program of
evacuee resettlement has
developed to its present
stage where a"network of
38 WRA fTield offices and
many organized groups and
individuals are actively
,helping evacuees to relo-
cate and become® satisfac-
torily adjusted,” he stat-
ed,

"With 25,000 evacuees
resettled in normal commu-
nities in all 48 states
and/the District of Colum-
bia, an evacuee who now
leaves a center will prob-
ably resettle 1in or near
a community where ;persons
of Japanese descent are
already members in good
standing,

"The experimental stage
of relocation is over. The
policy, regulations and
procedures are well- estab-
lished to enable evacuees
to leave relocation cen-
ters, and to resettle in
communities of their
choice where they can lead
normal lives in every
sense of the word,"

its modest begin-
two

Topaz Times

July 1, 1944

ES ARMY TREAFM

DENVER,
iThomas Higa,
iJapanese American

June 24— -Pfc,
27-year-old
war vet-

pran wounded at Cassino in
jthe 1tal 1an campaign, is
jin Denver to tell other

CAMP SHtIBY

NISEI SOLDIERS
ISSUE  NEWSPAPER

The Ffirst issuo
newspaper published by the
1st Battalion of the 442nd
Infantry at Camp Shelby
was distributed on June 21.
The paper 1is being pub-
lished through the efforts

of thel

Japanese about the wonder-1
ful treatment the United!
States Army gives members!
of his race,

"And 1 mean wonderful,™!
said Private Higa, who was!
the smallest man in thsj
famous 100th Battalion,!
which distinguished itselfl
in the fighting at Salerno!
and later at Cassino, The!
battalion, virtually all!
of whose members were Japaj
nese Americans born in!

Hawaii, "is still fighting!
in Italy,
"It was wonderful tof

be treated just like every-|

of Sgt. Walter Kitagawa, one else, even though yourf
Shoichi Kano and the com-1Pparents were born in Ja-I
pany reporters. pan,"” added Private Higa,!

""Over there no one cares!

At present, the publica-I
tion consists of one page!

but it is expected to grad-* only question is

larger i fight?
is being g Fights like hell."
name 1
paper which fea- | feet,
on the ac- I inches tall- or short.”

ually grow into a
paper, A contest

conducted to find a
for the
tures articles
tivities of enlisted men.

GIRL SCOUT LEADERS
TO MEET W E > NIGHT.

A meeting of all C-irl
Scout leaders will be held
Wednesday night, July 5
at Mrs. Doren Boyce*s home,
213-C, from 7:30 o'clock.

Miss Setsu Katayama,
who recently attended the

Girl Scout National Leader-
ship Training Camp in
"Wyoming'will speak at the
meeting.

f. Methodist$ Pledqge Support

Sin gisb Ip En q

A resolution renewing
its pledge of confidence
in all loyal Japanese Amer-
icans and a proposal to as-
sist them in regaining
thait?* full rights as citi-
zens of the United States
was adopted by the Califor-
nia Annual Conference of
the Methodist Chur*h 1in a
meeting hold in Sacramento
on June 7,

The resolution stated
in part: "In spit® of more
than two years of disrupt-
ing change in economic and
home life a vast majority
of both aliens and citi-
zens of Japanned metraml
tion have proved them-
selves staunchly loyal, It

Jtap am

CHO Americans

is our belief that this
group should no longer bo
penalized because of their
ancestry. To continue de-
laying the justice that is
due this minority of Amer-
lean citizens and loyal a-
liens is contrary to every
principle of fairness and
in direct opposition to
basic civil rights guaran-
teed by the constitution
of the United States."

It also upheld the
right to grant freedom of
movement to dl Iloyal Japa-
nese anywhere in the u-
nited States and opposed
any attempt to make proper-
ty ownership difficult for
nisei.

{smiled,”it"s

®@this country

what your—ancestry is. Thel
can you!

And "battalion!

my

is Fivel
“"one-halff

Private
one

Higa
and

“"But "in a battle,"hel
pretty good!
to be small- you don"t!
make such a good target." |1

Higa was inducted into!
the United-States Army ini
June, 1941, and was sta-1
tioned at Schofield Bar-1
racks, Honolulu, the day!
Pearl Harbor was attacked,l1
He declined to talk about!
his Pearl Harbor experi-|
enees, for military rea-i
sons. SiXx months afterl
entered the!
war he was s:ent " to Camp#
iMcCoy, Wisconsin, " then tol
jCamp Shelby, Miss, fie went!
lover-seas in August, 19437
landing at Oran, Algeria,!
(and going directly from!
Ithere to Salerno.

Helhopes to return soon!

jto"a fighting front, andj
the doesn"t care where it!
imight be.

m Aske-a if hefd likb tol
ifight in the Pacific, hel
sreplied: ™Sure, 1 like tol
iFight the enemy no matter!
iwhere he is, I*m an Ameri-f
[can, see, and 1 want toj

iget this war over as soont

jas possible. L

LOST: Ladies gold Elgin!
wrist watch"with black ena-
mel surface. Return to Mrs,
Robert Okamoto, " 31-7-E,
Ten dollar reward.
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witd WEeS
Ft*om June 12 to 20
INDEFINITE

Noboru Hashigu-
Isokawa, Ka-
Tad Fujita.

SALT LAKE CITY: Henry
Satake, Suyekichi Shibata,
Joe Sasaki. -

SUTHERLAND:
noda.

DENVER,, COLORADO;
and Teruko Yamasaki.

LOS ALTOS, CALIFORNIA:
June and Jean Shiraki,

DETROIT, MICHIGAN:
Amino, Ken Kiwata, Masao
Kozai, Sadaichi Takemoto,
Kiyoko"-and Henry Morishita.

ANN ARBOR, MICHIGAN: To-
neo Kimura, Frank Sasagawa,
Kiyoshi Tanamachi.

DELTA:
chi, Ichiro
tsuo Tanabe,

Susumu Shi-

Rose

Yosh

CLEVELAND, OHIO: Minnie
and Oki Hashimoto, Emiko
and Teruyo Kimura, John
Suehiro, Akiko lkami, Yuji
Koyama, Kiyoshi Ota, Lu-
ther Yoshikawa, Chiyo,

Eugene and Helen Asazawa,
Yone Kornoro,

CINCINNATI, OHIO: Emi
and Riye Kawaguchi.
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS: Kai-

Sumiko and
Paul Fukami,

chiro Okamoto,
Yukio Hayashi,
Harry Hoshi.

ROCKFORD, ILLINOIS:
Jack Oshita.

OTTUMWA,  IOWA: Midori
Murokita,

NORTH PLATTE, NEBRASKA:
Roy Harano,

- MINNEAPOLIS, MINNESOTA:
Yo Kishii.

NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE:
Toyoko lIwasaki.

BLOOMFIELD, CONNECTICUT.
Michiko, Noboru and Suye
Kobayashi .

LONG ISLAND, NEW YORK:

Tomiko and Mary Nakano.

NEW YORK CITY, NEW
YORK: Yoshio Yamada, Shi-
zue Hata, Yoshie Bata,

Keyko Tsuchiya, Amy Nomura,
-PHILADELPHIA, , PENNSYL-
VANIA: Soji and Tsurue Mi-
ta,
POLAND SPRINGS,
Riuzo Aoki.
TRIAL"
CHICAGO,
nie,
mura.
ROCHESTER, NEW YORK:
Harold and Manabu Nemoto.
SEASONAL
DELTA: George Abbey,
James Komatsu, Bob Mizo-
kami, Kazuo Shikano,
George Kawamoto, Masukuni
Kitani.

MAINE:

LEAVE
ILLINOIS:
Taye and Wyn

Min-
Matsu-

Topaz Times

Appointment of Edward V.

Berman, former relocation
officer of the Inter-Mount-
ain area,

ficer of the newly opened
relocation office in New-

MISS MARUBAYASHI
TC WED

Tomiko Marubayashi,
daughter of Mr, and Mrs.
Fujimaru Marubayashi, 10-3-
E, will become the Tbride
of Mitsuru Haraguchi, to-
morrow night at the Bud-
dhist Church. Following
the ceremony, a reception

will be held at dining
hall 10.

Haraguchi is the son of
Mr. and Mrs. Kamekichi
Haraguchi, 39-1-E, He has

relocated to Chicago where
the couple are planning to
go. Miss Marubayashi is
formerly of San Mateo.
Bnishakunin * for the
couple are Mr. and Mrs.
Susumu Furuichi and Mr,
and Mrs. Masaichi Yagura.

SUMO TOURNAMENT
SET FOR JULY 4

A sumo tournament, spon-
sored by the Topaz Sumo di-
vision, will be held at a
newly constructed pit on
the high school athletic
ground on the Fourth of Ju-
ly, it was reported. The
tourney will commence aft-
er dinner in the evening.

TWO RELOCATION
INTERVIEWERS DEPART

Anselm Strauss and Mrs.
Helen Ascher, relocation
interviewers, left the cen
ter this week,* according
to Emil Sekerak, reloca-
tion office manager.

Mrs. Ascher will return
to New York City and
Strauss will work on his
Ph.D thesis at the Univer-
sity of Chicago.

DIETICIAN LEAVES

Dr. Grace Lawson, chief
dietician, who was here-jon
detail from Gila left the
center Thursday, according
to Dr. Douglas Collier,
chief medical officer.

Collier stated that the
diet kitchen in block 2
will not open until a new
dietician is appointed.

m cates
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ark, New Jersey- has been
announced by Harold Fis-
tere, "JRA relocation super-«

as relocation of- Visor for the Middle Atlan-

tic area.

"The Newark relocation
office has been opened fol-
lowing a survey which indi-
there are numerous
excellent resettlement op-
portunities for center res-
idents in the industrial
and agricultural sections
of New Jersey," Fistere
said.

New is also
Garden

half
which will
by Bermanfs of-
fice, 1is famous for its
fruit orchards, poultry
dairy farms and market
gardening. The major crops
include potatoes, "tomatoes,
fruits, corn, hay, grain
and forage crops,

Berman is well acquaint-
ed with the East through
his former 1long residence
in Pennsylvania and has be-
come thoroughly familiar
with relocation problems.
He has aided numerous evac-

Jersey
known as "The
State". The northern
of the state,
be served

uees in resettling in Mon-
tana, ldaho and Eastern O-
regon since joining the

WRA nearly two years ago.

Serving as relocation coun-
sellor at Minikoda, he has

become acquainted with the

needs and interests of
both issei and niseil in
considering family or indi-
vidual resettlement.

BIRTHS

OKUYAMA— To Mrs, Kiku-
Jiro Okuyama, " 27-1-A,
June 23, a girl.

MORISHITA- To Mrs.
George Morishita, "26-5-
CD, June 26, .a girl.

UCHIDA— To Mrs. Kiyo-
shi Uchida, 4-4-D, June
27, a girl.

NAGANO— To f Mrs.
Charles Nagano, 16-4-A_,
June 27 a boy.

TANABE— TO Mrs. Ka-
tsuo Tanabe, ""26~6-F,
June 28, a gqirl,

MORITA— To Mrs. Yoshi-
take Morita, 22-10-EF,
June 29, a girl.

KOYANAGI— To Mrs. Ko-

yanagi,
a boy.

37-7-A, June 29,
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2 S » S fC HIGA. Mise VETERANA
U natu m i J/W Anltotl %en t§@ Yi\g{ating in >§7roug Oran, Afriea, to
A legislation to with-j the. battlefield gets too the fighting front in Sa-"
draw the citizenship of tough and things look hope- lerno and Cassino in ltaly,
°fn COnHI less for us, pictures and When he was injured at
try whose loyalty ®0 theé |o¢yers from mothers give Cassino,Higa stated that
enemy marks them as Japa- s new courage and help us he almost gave up, but his
nese nationals was signed - _
- carry on, Pfc. Thomas Higa motherls letter expressing
by President Roosevelt on _ _ _ _
told his audience Monday her faith in God to help

Monday,
Attorney General Biddle

| night.

A wounded veteran

said the law was needed tof ©of the Italian campaign,on

deal with the problem
300 to 1000 Japanese at
the Tule Lake _.relocation
center who, he_Faid, as-

t their loyalty to. the
emperor of Japan and their
desire to renounce. .their
United States citizenship
and to be recognized as
Japanese nationals«”

By making it possible
for this group to abandon
American citizenship, Bid-
dle told Congress, ™"They
could thereupon be dealt
with as alien enemies un-
der the applicable stat-r
utes»tt \

I9ENLISTED RESERVE CORPS MEN

of 1® oonvaloSeent furlough,Efo.

teo*8ed anothf F

?21C* y «JO?»

ng-“ left a
*or Iunéﬁ to report for ac-

| tive duty tomorrow,
| Speaking
lan attentive
imajority of whom

ences since
of thd war when
still in Hawaii.

pf how the
Battalion was
Hawaii and later

1Gamp McCoy, Wisconsin,

;Gamp -Shelby, Miss,,

being ordered

He
100th Infantry

formed
sent to

70*0**0*

in Japanese to
audience, a
were
fsei» he related, his oxperi-
the beginning

is-

ho was

told

in

and
before

*/overseas

TO REPORT FOR ACTIVE DUTY SAT.

funeral ]

SERVICE SET FOR
MURDERED TULEAN'

Puneral services for
Yaozo Hitomi, general mana-
ger of the Tule Lake Co-

operative Enterprises who
was murdered on the eve-
ning of *July 2, will be
held here by his friends
on July 8 in the Nichiren
Church at ree 14« it Was
announced by Idhiji $ugl-
yama of block 7.

A wire received here
from Tule Lake notifying
Hitomifs friends of the
incident stated that Tu-
neral services for Hj«
will be held there on July

B,

WEATHER "Max. Min,
Saturday, ._.. ;-97- 65«
Sunday, -. 63*
Monday. .. 56°
Tuesday,, ,..... 95° 51*

Orders to

report for

active duty on Saturday to
Fort Douglas have been re-

ceived by 19 men. All are
being called from the en-
listed reserve corps, ac-
cording to the Selective
service committee.

Sixteen men will re-
ceive induction calls soon

and twelve others will be

notified to report for pre-

induct ion physical

examin-

ation on or after July 16,

it-was stated.

Those ordered to active
duty are Peter Takaaki Ka-

shima,
Maruyama,

Tém Kitagawa,
Tomio Nakayama,

Yonoo

George Takio Matsui, "Hido-

so m i shi,
Shi Hi shikubo,
ruto Nomura,
Masami Sado,

Tomio Sakurai,
Shimomura, Tamotsu
mimoto, Satoshi
Tamura,
ow Joe Taniguchi,

Yukio Toda.

Shizuo Taketa,

Kon Hihoi, Hirp-
Raymond Ha-*
Shunsuke Ochi,

Kenichi
Ben Su-

and Toshio

Ji-
Jamas

him gave him renewed cour-

age. He declared that a
motherfs love conveyed in
letters has helped other
nisei soldiers in the same
way in hopeless circum-|
stances.

- He assured the parents
of soldiers that their

nisei sons do not experi-
ence prejudice in the amy,
and the 100th Infantry

not compelled to undergo
any more" dangers than oth-»
er soldiers.

TWO MOVIES SET
FOR JULY 6,7, 8

Two feature length mov-
ies will be presented this

week in the auditorium, it
was learned yesterday,
”Du Barry was a Lady"

and a short will be? given
tomorrow night from 8
o*olock under thé sponsor-
ship of the CAS, Tickets
for the technicolor musi-
cal may be obtained at the
door or ree 3 for 25 cents
for adults and 12 cents
for children under®12,
On July ? and-8,
high school journal staff
will present the 'Son of
Monte Cristo™ and a short
subject from 8 PM, Tickets
will be 21 cents plus
4- cents tax for adults and
10 cents for children.
Tickets will sold at
the door.

NARAHARA ELECTED

CQUNCFfL CHAIRMAN

At the ftrst meeting of
the new community council
held Monday, ®Mas Narahara
of block 30 and Henry Fu-
jita of block 35 were e-
lected to serve as chair-
man and vice-chairman res-
pectively®™ for the next
two weeks.

the

be
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ADMIRATION AND RESPECT
WON HI NISEI SOLDIERS

By Pvt. Terry Tabata

WITH THE 100TH BvT"AITTIRY BATTALION
ALY, June 17, 1944—»To the average
eyeing his- first Japanese American in khaki utter a-
mazement can be readily noted. To us in the army this
has become a oommon everyday occurrence. But to those

SOMEWHERE
Caucasian "soldier

IN 1T-

back hgmé thevquestion arises "How do these Caucasians
feel toward the nisei soldier?'” Hatel Suspicion! Dagna-
tionV Intolerance! No, those un-Christian-like quali-

ties d"p"not exist ,onco they know us as we really are—
Americans, in _thought and heart. | say "know us", Tfor
when we sweat together, joke together, and fight to-
gether 1irYp; .cojpron struggle, the color of one’s hair
and the piment of onets skin is trivial to say the
least., J

But what -pf those Caucasian soldiers who have re-
turned from the wayrbled Pacific? According to cortain
newspapers and pressure bodies these battle-scarred
yetepans will, be. possessed with an undying hatred to-
ward every individual with a Japanese face. Through nu-
merous experiences | do nbt think so. Just prior to go-
ing overseas | met, a wearer of the Purple Heart just
back from the green hell of the Solomons, You can ima-
gine his surprise whgn pe saw a group of "Japs', But,
by thé time we left tn& post we were getting along
fine, because, we got to know each other. And well do
other Pacific’campaigners typify, 1 believe, this
trend of mind,

-Much credit for this must be given to
alded nisei (G2) soldiers now engaged 1in the Pacific
and in Asia. These individuals, heroes all, have gained
the respect and admiration of their fellow American
comrades-in-arms for their hazardous missions every-
where from®™ the snow-peaked Aleutians to jungle-dance
New Guinea,

Thus today, from one end of the world to the other,
a determined group of American soldiers of Japanese an-
cestry are winning for the nisei, through blood and
toil, the confidence and friendship of their Caucasian
buddies; a deep human understanding which in the post-
war era to come*"will be a significant factor in our fu-
ture in America.

{Editor’s note: A Topaz volunteer,
was editorial staff member of the TIMES,
army induction last fall.)

IOOTH INFANTRY BATFA11ON CITED
IN SPECIAL COMMUNIQUE WIRE

those unher-

Pvt, Tabata,
prior to his

A United Press dispatch from Rome indicates that
the 100th Infantry Battalion, which has»»beem incorpor-
ated in the 442nd Regiment Combat Team, was cited in
a special statement in a July 3 communique from the
Fifth Army, stated Dillon
S. Myer, ynational WRA di- APPG INIED STAFF TO
rector, ’in a wire re- OSEE MOVIES TONIGHT-
ceived here Tuesday. ""Movies® of Thailand, Buie,

The text of the state- ma, and southern China,
ment on the nisei soldiers Wwill be shown to members
follows: of the appointed personnel

"The 100th Battalion and their families tonight
has been fighting bril- from 8:45 in the adminis-
liantly with the “ First tration rec hall. The
United States Infantry Di- Tilins will bo shown by
vision and has played ea Dr. Douglas® Collier, chief
major role in the campaign medical officer, who spent
fighting, having landed in 16 years in Bufma prac-
Italy shortly after the“in- tising®™ medicine, it was
vasion last September 9. stated.
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263 TOPAZ MEN.
REPORT TOR EXAMS;
198 ACCEPTED

As of June 30, 263 To-
paz draft registrants have
been called foy preindue-
tion physical examinations.
Of this number 198 wgre ac-
cepted for military®™ ser-
vice, 60 were rejected,and
4 failed to report, acebrd*
ing to a summary compiled
by the selective service
committee.

Forty-six have been or-

dered for induction, ¢and
41 were placed in the®™ en-
isted reserve corps, 1 re-

ceived active duty direct-
ly and 4 were delinquents.
Twenty-one have already
been called for active du-
ty, the summary indi-
cated.

HIRABAYASHI

FAILURE TO RETURN
FORM CHARGED

SEATTLE, " Wash.--Gordon
Hirabayashi, former Univef-
sity of Washington senior,
who served a prison ;sen-
tence when he violated mil-
itary curfew restrictions
as affecting citizens of
Japanese ancestry as a
Jest of the regulations,
was. charged on June 26
with failure to complete
and return a form sent him
by Seattle Draft Board #4.
The paper involved is Se-
lective Service Foriti #304A
which is entitled, "The
Statement of United States
Citizen of Japanese Ances-
try.",

When Hirabayashi
ceived the special
tionnaire last February
15, he wrote Chéries Den-
nis, US Attorney, that he
would not Ffill out the
form because it "is an out-
right violation of both
the Christian and American
principles of justice and
democracy."

A conscientious object-

re-
ques-

or, Hirabayashi has been
working in Spokane with
the American Friends Ser-
vice Committee, assisting

in the relocation of evac-
uees of Japanese ancestry.
He will be brought to Seat-
tle to face the charges,
according to Allen Romeroy,
assistant US attorney, who

authorized the complaint.



