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December 12, 1981

Taro Tokunaga 

Bora in Hawaii 
October, 1900

TT: Hello?

ARW* Hello, is this Mr, Tokunaga?

TT: Yes?

RW: This is Professor Rosalie Hankey Wax, 

TT: Who?
	����& a'x

RW: Rosalie Wax* sad ��� wrote me a letter giving me the whereabouts of Aoa rk-o

(xf
--RigaM, do you remember?

TT: No, I ’m hard of hearing and i t ’s hard to unders tand, Will you please repeat

again?

RW: Well, if you are Taro-Tokunaga, you wrote a let ter to Professor Rosalie Wax
/ 'M-vSw �� (T*»-*-*

in St, Louis, agflft I had a notice in the paper th at I wanted to reach Anfikn Fff—ki ,

TT: Oh yes,

RW: Do you remember?

TT: Yes,

RW: And I did reach her, and I did want to thank yo u,

TT: Oh, that’s okay,

RW: And I had a lovely talk with her, And if you ha ve a little time now, I could 

tell you what I ’m doing and ask younra^pbe for more  help.

TT: Yes,

RW: It would be all right?

TT: Yes,

RW: Sure*, Okay, see I ’m a retired Professor and I was-at Tule Lake doing 

field work for the University of California,

TT: Oh, I see.

RW: And that’s how I met Acafco , and many other peo ple that I knew very well.

And the Rockefeller Foundation has given me a littl e fellowship, so I can call 

these people and see how they are doing now, and as k^what bothered them most 

when they were in the camps and wf»£.,how they cope d with their problems..and 

I wondered,,I thought I would at least give you a r ing and see if you would like 

to talk to me,

TT: Yes, I ’d like to,,,

RW? r^b5g~-yeua?=^ard«n?

"pT: » I ’d « li-frfl ou,

RW-:— -the -t e irephone ?

T & l . tQh> Àès I say I have a bad ear,, \ ,

se ����
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/Lnd sometime I hard to understand, That only troub le with me,

RW: Well, I understand you now. Would you like to t ry it ?

TT j Okay.

RW: ..and then if you get tired, why tell me, and 1 *11 call again and finish

it. Okay?

TT: That’s okay. I have a lot of time today.

RW: Good, and if ¿Vyyou don’t understand what I sav ^.I’ll try to talk slow and 

clear..okay?

TT: Okay,

RW: Well, now let me see.fcfirst question would be. .I'd like to know a little 

about your life before the evacuation,.what were yo u doing then?

TT: Well, before the evacuation, 1 use to have a li ttle fruit stand in 

Sacramento*/4nd I also^lot of,,between time.,like m assage...and I'm doing that
\ Ifl ’ \ • | I '  ̂ I V I

right now^. f^Wt f tg -

TJL; ------------  ■ — ■ Y ■ 1 ,BiiiTfiOvj � Tffiinti til �1 ■ t  h irf— , p e rr — rr f th
■ v

RW^— Qh^__like_a massage.

TT�." Y ee-.

RW: Good.

TT: Like a pain or an ache, arthritis, and those pe ople I ’m treating right now. 

RW: Oh, very good*

TT: I ’m very much interested in that and I ’m doing that.

RW: Yes, could I ask when you were born and well..I 'll ask when you were born,

and then where you were born,

TT: Beg your pardon?

RW: Where were you born?
, - \

TT: Where I born?

RW: Yeah.

TT: I was born in Hawaii, 1900, October 15.

RW: Well, you are older than I am, so I will talk t o you with great respect.

TT: Oh, I ’m pretty old,

RW: Yes, and what they used to in camp call Hawai ia n/^

Japanese. (laughs),j . i ���,

T IT  &eĝ -p&i?d;urf?

W :  Y o T ^ f  e^^T i  Th ? f ^ �?
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TT: Yes, I was 'born in 1900.

RW: In Hawaii?

TT j In Hawaii, and came to San Francisco in 1906.

TIi. Right after the earthquake

RWa- Qh ( rig^t..â 4aag,̂he...earthQ uake. . And now., then you w e r e n g

at a fr«itr stand, »and massage,

��� ^^Briefly after I came from Hawaii to California, my folks, you know, migrant

workers, all around California. Finally, I think we  settled in 1910 or 11 aaieamd ����

Sacramento andy what we call Davis row, so I was th ere* ̂ .nd until 1928, I

believerto the farm. My folks died in 1915 and 1920 ; botn*died at age 42�� fv

years old.

RW: Oh my,,

TT: And after they die, I took care of my brother a nd sister and that’s why I

*t hrai~m~ ~i formal education, We were very poor, so that’s what I did, 

&  [qeantime I was a very sick man, you know, all ki nd of sickness. So I got 

interested in massage, and finally I started doing that and I cured all my 

burdens,

RW:
�

: Wonderful! Can you tell ma how you felt when you first heard this govern* 

ment announcement that the JapanesefAmericans were ordered to leave their homes 

and report to assembly centers?

TT: Before we go to assembly center?

RW: How did you feel when you heard that you would have to leave and report 

to a center?

TT: Well, at that time when we had to go to assembl y center, you know, after

Pearl Harbor..Well, let me tell you one more brief thing that happened. Before

Japan attacked Pearl Harbor, one of the truck drive r came to me and about �

weeks before Pearl Harbor and he predict exactly wh at time Japan would atiack

Pearl Harbor. He said December 7» Sacramento time a pproximately 11:00 and

Japan would attack. I told him,";j/ou’re crazy," An d he saidyl bet other

people 3 cigars, he said. He said he liked me so we ll,}*! don’t want my 3
�

cigars, and just remember what I say. So exactly wh at he predict.,1 was really 

surprised.
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RW: And who was this,,a man you knew? I didn’t unde rstand who was "tarfcking”,.

»ho- it »a. a Vftiu' 

T3ri— “S^g^pardoi»?

Who was it?

��

TT: I forgot his name, but he was 28 years old.,

RW: Oh, you forgot his name, but he predicted it.

TT: Yeah, 28 years old, a truck driver, a produce t ruck driver. That's what he 

told me. , ���
 ����

RW: And then how did you feel when A  happened and y ou had to leave your 

business and everything?

TT: How did I feel?

RW: Yeah,

TT: Well, I was really surprised. I was kind of daz ed. I did-trot expect;.and we 

had very much crank call and you know, lot of peopl e attack my job,.the bank and 

everything was frozen and we don’t know what we are  going to do.,

RW: Td which assembly center were you sent?

■ TT: Wal/ega.

RW: Wal>ega. Did you go with your brother and siste r?
fN

TT: Yes, brother and sister we went there, I think I'm not sure, exactly how 

long but maybe � months, maybe 	 I don’t know.

RW: Do you remember anything that happened there at  the assembly center?

TT: �ferfi, I do remember one thing. Well in our assembl y center I think you

heard about it..all kind of things and what we coul d take,.,just what we could

carry..that's what we could take, you know? and the  rest of what we had was !�"��
(V

almost| give-away and some things, I had a couple o f good friends, so they

took storage of my stuff out there, jand we went to  the assembly camp..center, 

and this is the funngc part that happened - they to ld us we can't use our cash 

to buy things,

RW: They told you..

TT: Yeah, that we J*g£d̂ to use script,, 

RW: Oh my..at the assembly center?

vs iL/v6, 
i ye had to

buy from the scriptj.like the newspaper, broom, buc ket and those things, you

TT: Yeah, this script book was $2.75 and we pay tha t and he said, ye had to

��

know.
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RW: Yeah, was this a soldier?

TT: Yes, they sold us, you know?

RW: They told you that,.

TTs WE found out, when we went to Tule Lake that th e script was issued by united 

government for spending money..

RW: Yeah,
$,

TTs ..instead of, you have to pay $2.75, so in other as sembly center* they get

T
the $ ���� for nothing and we pay for it,see.

RW: Oh, goodness. .JkSg^».

TT* We found out and so we»protest. So the project manager, they investigated

,v ' ./-* --- -  ,
and said,How look, he said, you folks got the $2.75  because you signed for

it,* and we signed it, you know. So that’s how some  officials there made a lot of

money.

RW: Gee. Who was making this money?

T T : Beg pardon?

RW: Who was making the money?

TT: I think, at the assembly centers, some official .

RW: Yeah, some of the officials there.

TT: Yeah, I don’t know who, but..

RW: It was just a graft scheme then, you know, they  just wanted to make 

money on you, is that it?

TT: Yeah, that was it,

RW: Gee, did that make you sad or did it make you a ngry?

TT: WE11, I was kind of mad, you know, because they  just take advantage of..we 

don’t know nothing..they take $ ���� script..after we left Walie^a, those script 

weren’t worth anything, So we had to spend for it,

RW: Sure, my goodness, I never heard that.

ST: Beg, pardon?

RW: I had never heard that.

TT: Never heard that?

RW: No one told me that.

TT: I think Mr. ______ would remember that C ^ maybe talk about it

to them, you know? Some people buy maybe 10 books " because they have the money. 

We didn’t have the money so, we just bought what we  could afford to.
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RW: Gan you remember how you felt when they told yo u wher � yeu.*wfg« ng *.. 

that you were going to be sent to Tule Lake?

TT: We didn’t know where we were going to#J$ut we f ind out we going to Tule 

Lake, and we settled there; and I got a job as a di sh washer, but I didn’t

like it, you know. So I quit in 3 days. Then X went  back to my own block ' W i t

block ��, and I became the janitor and boiler man.

RW: Janitor and boiler man, block 29..

TT: And then I start to N v > up and I got a miracl e on that too..

RW: I didn’t-gttU.catch that., .you got what?

TT: ,,a miracle on my work, you know?

RW: A miracle?

TT: Yeah.

RW: How?

TT: So then I work on( ? , then I work in coal crew  and some way or ^

po ther  they push me to the senior foreman, which jo b I couldn’t X said I 

Qe�* b i d o  it, because I ’m not formally educated.

RW: You’re not what?

TT: Because I ’m,not educated..

So
TT: Weil, finally they push me into it, so I became  the senior foreman,

..... » #����
and people work under me about 	�� man, and sonfe way I last jSwbewt � months

and what happened is, after � months, you know, some trouble come in, so I

overwrite, where my supervisor go direct to the pro ject director and that

was my fault and I got fired.

RW: Oh my goodness.

1
TT: the project manager S$ad I ’m sorry that I have to fire you, but

�$
because you do the overwrite other person, it force s me to fire you.

RW: Gee, what was the name of that projectJ^irector ?

TT: Project director was Mr. Best.

RW: Mr, Best at that time,

TT: �%t same time, and he was very nice, and he gave me a  merit card, he said

-ft
I did a wonderful job and after the war bring this mqrit card wherever

you work and show to us.
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RW: Did this happen before the segregation, you kno w, before the other people 

came into Tule, or did it happen after? that you we re fired like this?

TT: Oh, after I got fired?

RW: WJWluAid you get fired before the segregation?

TT: No, after the segregation.

RW: What I meant..you said � months after you got to Tule Lake, Well that 

was before the people came in from all the other ce nters,

TT: Yeah, that’s right. I was there from first almo st to the last.

After that, you know, I worked for canteen for 2 mo nths, and^I got another draft for the 

block manager, you know, for block ��; and I also refused, but they finally 

put me in.

RW: Were you then block manager?

RW: Were you then block manager then?

TT: Yeah, for about a year and a half.

P U  P yarn", .ajifl. a haJLf,

¡̂jid my sister, you know, she was my secretary. An d so until I moved to 

develando, I was there and she was secretary and I had an office down there. 

RW; th-or o-- p i ng . jaeriod r-ilet* s see *» I hstt

TT: Yes, And I had my brother. My brother ww» in th e next block, block 

&�� later on they came and move into our block; my sis ter and my brother and me. 

So later on, you know, we were in the same block.

RW: I was w o n d e r i n g ^ c o u l d  tell me anything about ho w you felt at the 

time of the military registration?

TT: Well, the military registration, you know, that  one is a very strange 

thing.

RW: Yes.

?
TT: You know what they call the..sign the paper;

TT: Well, I see the paper come in. I didn't if it w as 27 or 28, butl see 

is an application for leave clearance. And they ins tructed us, you know,

T T : B �SI pardon?,

Ii Tule Lake, �'ou had your brother and sister with you?

'(�

RW: Yes.

and if you want to sign the paper..then sign it̂  he  said^^id if you don’t 

want to sign it..it's not necessary to sign it**£o tomorrow the registration..



page � #39^

IT: So I read the a p p l i c a t i o n t o l d  the people, you k now, if

you want to leave the camp, you can sign it; if you  don't want to leave the 

camp or you don't know what's going to happen yet -  if you worry about it,

I think best thing is not to sign it. And if you si gn it, the way I look at 

it - even they could force you ■  î auffEk.out from the camp, you know

So, we had a little meeting ourselves and I think o ne of the Hfcgmfefc1« ̂  ¡TYVW-̂

��) �
brother-in-law; A-eafeo sister..the husband is a hi ghly educated man.

~RW i ■ ■  Ifr * h a wha.rh—TTrr̂'?

TTs His name is AbBiifa#!» ̂ ‘ J *

RW: Oh yes, .Aiwwfri, I remember him..

TT: ..and he read about it a couple of times.."Oh,o h, he said, you know this( 7 ^

«Mif the �?, 28; so that was the start and so we had all the 

jqn, and tie said to be sure that we read it over a nd sign it.

-W.g � _t old |

�*�� *And next day, you know, something go^mixed up. .e verybody got mixed up,

/-> ��+
to register, and^administration they sent a message —you know. No body

��

they started to threaten us.

RWs To start what?

TT: They threatened us..if you don't sign it, we go ing to send you..repatriate 

you to Japan, you know.

RW: Yes.

TT: "So, if you don't want to sign it, sign the rep atriate paper back to Japan,

. *
and then you don't have to sign it. So the most peo ple who went to registration 

tried to sign the repatriation paper, you know, lan d they shut down the gate. 

And if you don't sign the application and declare l oyalty, we will not issue �,-��

repatriation to Japan. So that's what makes all the  confusion, you know.

s
��������	 Something funny; so we are not going to sign. So t hat was^the big trouble tii&t 

oame ,\Out.

RW: Gee, my goodness.

TT: Some of them signed it and at that time a lot o f them moved out of camp;

x n
and other camp.,.what they called<dlP �loyalty, as you know.

�� ��,
RW: ̂ Then^¿ey called those who didn't sign it..the disloyal..isn't that 

right? Andr-the ones-who.-, signed It-.wex^^^^^g^'^ how^^hatr-goes,

in-law
1, Lillian tooraa, with whom I have already talked,  is the sister/of Milton 

Sasaki, who, at Tmle Lake, was KhafenmannofinthenGo cmiliinahiingnStmaiitifeneB 
subsequently t© become chairman of thb Coordinating  Committee at 
Tule Lake
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*RWn '■  WelJLwthajJs- .what - jrpu s4id.* . this was a^mat-t̂ r; of̂ peaplre "being called

loval og dfe loyal?

KT: Loyal and disloyal, yOTT'kn«w;<,f f ^  t vCmnv-

l s  �'
RW:. fa o,no and yes, yes.

TT: But actually most people is loyal to United Sta tes, But we didn’t have no

• M ^ f v o  '�".
voice* Whatever you doj^ They put us the stockade; /so forth that kind of thing 

happened, A lot of people.,you don’t know^geiT conf used about it, Rt£ga3rl p

���+
family too, they got very^yconfused about it too.

RW: Yes,, yes-» ms saa. . ..there niryth4qg-~thftt, happened, .ijhere were ma ny

things that happened at Tule Lake even while I was there, you know* this poor

Ngv***^ ’
man, Mr, ifcfrtpwni got murdered and then later on there were these groups of young 

mjin who went around saying, ”fc4sho, V̂ asho."

TT : Yes, y«9v

RW: You remember that. But what I ’d like to know is  of all these things, 

was there anything of it that really made you mad o r you thought was sort of 

stupid?

TT: No, I can not make out what you just said.

RW: Perhaps I should say., of the various things th at you experienced in Tule 

Lake, which made you the most angry?

TT: Most angry?

RW: Yes.

TT: Well, most angry was..this is one of the happen / just now..someway or anothet 

I was representative of the ward �, that is � block square, you know. I was a 

representative.•
�!

RWi ^ b l o c k  manager? 0�!1��(�23	
TT: Not block manager, but they have 4 0) you know, and I was the

representative of ward � to go to meetings and see all kind of discussion o f 

the other center people come in and me and another fellow from representative 

went over meeting, you know, and I didn’t like the meeting. They had the 

24-25 resolution and the first resolution they had,  you know, they wanted to 

kick the old former T»uleia^ams out immediately, ag ud because all of Tule Lake^S
VVtfy.

is all a&u. And second one, they want to kill all t he dog and cat immediately, 

because they are unhealthy* !%�� they had another part, but I remember those two 

things particularly, you know. So that I didn’t say  anything. The

second time I met them, I started talking, you know . '“You folks came from 

the other center; whatever we live in Tule Lake is nice and quiet people and 

if you wantC ? j feSQfri) and kick Wight out, then y ou folks is a damn fool. You 

don’t know nothing^nd killing dog and cat; those wh o have pets in the home.

t< i  'U fSrv*-*- •
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TT: (con’t) There is just like their home.,.I mean their kid..that’s why

^ ' ■ ' *
they have? you want to kill dog and cat is against my will. I started to 

a r g u e e v e r y t h i n g ,  you know. Finally, I got so damn m ad, you know, I got 

out of my chair and stand up ancĵ said, "This is a ridiculous meeting. I am 

a representative of ward � and you think that I could go "back and tell my 

people about what you folks have been talking about ���� X stand up and had

� '' v
a chair and throw at the table and X walked out. It  was the most time I got 

mad about it. And they also threaten to kill me too .

RW: did? Gould you tell me about that? \ . ft )

TT: Well, I don’t know? they send a message to me � fte^m^otker people and he

�5� ���
said, I ’m going'tcKifiS. you.,we going to kill you.” I said, Well, if you want 

to kill me, go ahead.” ▼  I won’t run away or nothing. I live in block ��,

r  r
barrack ,�� you know. But they didn t come and get me.

RW: Well, that took a lot of courage. I was there a t that time. I really 

respect you for standing up like that way.

TT: v/ou know, that is a lot of m s h o  people, at tha t time I was \ 7 7  ' * ‘ 

��6�7 you know, I use to talk about it. I said, ’’iWell,  if you’re 

loyal to Japan, that’s fine. And at the same time, if you are not loyal to 

Japan or like you talking about the the United Stat es; in case you

go back to Japan, Japanese government won't accept you; and same time United

States government won’t accept you too, like So I said, I would

like to see you folks be quiet and be just like rea l Japanese, and if you want

j  o-i..
to go back to Japan, be like^Japanese a-ndwateSd. a ll the American people.

(I  ̂ 	 , �
Japanese people..wonderful people, we hate to see t hem go, I like to feel the 

American people feel like that to you, please be qu iet. That ’s what was on 

my mind. I talk about quite often.

RW: Now, I ’d like to ask a different question - was  there anything that 

happened there at Tule Lake, that makes you feel go od today.,when you think 

about it?

TT: Oh, good today?

RW: Yeah, was there anything that happened that mak es you feel good?

TT: Well, I was thinking about the good thing about  it, you know, Well, 

this is what happened if you don’t mind to hear me.

RW: Ytwir.
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TTs When I was a block manager and one fellow bough t me the book called 

“Buddha", That was very hard, but I read over 3 tim es, you know. And all

of a sudden in the third time I read, I got the ans wer, someway or another

/
you know, in Japanese we call "satori” , yeah, you k now?

afr: f It means something like enlightenment,

RWs Yes.
��������

TT: So I had that feeling of /(enlightenment coming  in while I was in office, 

you know; and everything started to look to me - br ight looking and at that 

time my mind was very clear and everything that I h ear or what I do, ^swA.kind 

of more happy, you know, nothingi|worapjfc-e&I me. And in my office, when I went to 

open the office at �: ��, my office was all clean; and the people come in £ *e*U ��

breakfast - young people come in; then young people  goes out and girls come in 

and girls.oaae in; old ladies come in; old ladies g oes out; old men come in 

and all day long I couldn’t close my office till 10 :00 at night. Always people 

come around..gather around and talk and we had a ve ry»in my office,.

RW: So, would it be correct to say that you not onl y got strength from the 

book, but faster»help^you have all these people who  were your friends^ Am I getting 

it straight? That these people., people who came to  see you were also reading

i j A*

or working in Satori?*

TT: Yes, satori feeling this is what I found out; r eally funy thing about this,
h

you know. As I told you, I ’m not educated man; I on ly go to American school for

about �i  years and Japanese school only 1 year, but when I  had that feeling,

��8���
the people someway or another^followed me around an d listened to what I talk,

So that was wonderful feeling I had.

RW: $ae., ylhat is very nice. Could you tell me now ..I’m glad,,I tell you 

because number of people I ve talked to*«ktoir of l ived very much

alone in Tule Lake, yrou know, they didn’t dare to talk to anybody, pkt it 

must have been great..steength for you to have thes e people who were in 

satori with you. Is that so?

TT: Satori.,like Buddhism.
������ �� �

RW: Like Buddhism^,
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mm
TT: In «nglish, they call i ^  enlightenment and that  is very hard to get and yet 

is a very simple thing to get. Now when I read abou t it, what I understand, 

you know, when you put all what I read about in one  nutshell^ mean is freedom 

from want,

RW: Freedom of what?

TT: Freedom of want,

RW: Freedom of want,

TT: So, if you have that state, my way of thinking is kind of hatori.

And people respect you and you don't get no fear; n o anger, aadjust like 

talk a common language and people gather around you , I don't know why,

RW: That's wonderful.

TT: Yes, wonderful feeling.

RW: Gee, could you now,.wonderful..could you now te ll me what you did right after 

you left Tule Lake?

TT: What did I like in Tule Lake?

RW: No, well you already told me about this wonderf ul thing. I was going to 

aav, when you left Tule Lake, whsjjijuswB•.what hap pened?

TT: Problem?

RW: Yes, how did you feel about leaving?

T T : Oh, what I feel when leaving?

9�
RW: when leaving Tule Lake.

TT: Well, it was kind of mean to see some friends b ehind, but we know ee have to 

go out, so my brother had a job in Cleveland. So I thought I have got no place 

to go, so I followed my brother^nd I still remember  those Tule Lake, the days 

I had, you know, very tranquil life, what I was the re, ydu know about a year 

and a half, I still remember, I still^dream about i t,

RW: What kind of work did you do in Cleveland?

Ti: In Cleveland for one year I worked in a factory  and after that I worked 

in ^massage par lor,̂ .nd at that time^the first tim e  ̂I became a professional*

A n d  I worked in a massage parlor for 12 years. And when I quit the massage 

parlor, I was very sick, you know, I didn't go back , but I had work at home*

A nd people starting coming to see me; all kind of a ilments, and after,, 

py sister s husband died in Berkeley, I came down f or the Berkeley funeral 

and I never went back again and I stayed here.

RW: In Berkeley,
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^  TT: And I fm still doing and also teaching, my sim ple how to help the people

^ emotional or a pain or ache, and those kind of th ings. And I am enjoying

what I ’m doing right now and I've helped a lot of p eople, and also when the

people come in I try to take a lot of time and expl ain it to them# *•»

know that people like you when I talk to you.•it ju st makes me feel good., 

wonderful,

TT; Thank you very much.

RW: Let me see if there, is..when you look Itoack a t Tule Lake is there anything»# 

mayhe I should ask this...what do you think was the  most important thing you 

learned about your fellow human being?

TT: In Tule Lake?

RW: Yes.

TT: Well, the most important thing, you know, is th at I tried to help people 

and people gathered, you know, and that way I leare d what..the most important 

thing I learned is kind of satori feeling. And even  one technical sergeant, 

you know, Caucasian technical sergeant, I met and t alked just like plain 

v j language, even a little and this person he said  that " You must be

very high educated man." I said, "Hell, no I'm not very educated man, you 

know." Well, he said, "I gathered you are a priest, ” He said I talked like 

a priest, but I never thought I talked like a pries t, (laughs).

RW: And here is a sadder question# Looking back tod ay at what happened in 

Tule Lake..

TT: Beg pardon^

RW: When you look back today at Tule Lake, what thi ng that happened there..or 

what part of your experience is the hardest to bear ,.is there anything that 

makes you very sad?

TT: Oh, makes me sad?

RW: Yes, makes you sad#, about Tule Lake.

TT: I don’t know what to say. A lot of people I see  and quite a few I talked 

to them and they don’t know what they going to do a nd what in the future, they 

dont know; everybody don’t know what the future be;  even God doesn’t know.

So I say, "Just let nature take care and don’t worry about it."

RW: I ’m enjoying t h i s , * 

TO). -0utTO' Ai . ■  -huh?»---(la iiffja

�������	����������� I'm 70 myself and you know, to have gotten this

fellowship and work when I'm retired is really such  a blessing^ do you
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RW: I didn’t get that wise saying, would you repeat  it?

TT: I said "just let nature take care..

RWj Nature take care?

TT: Yeah, you know, don’t try to force yourself, "b ut do like that kind of 

thing, that’s what I mean. If it come, it come; if it don’t come, it don’t 

come. So not to worry*

RW: Not to worry

TT: And tf«rrri ir?mrtai T would talk to people.i§o n’t he like, yd"~u know,

!>
a smart man, play dumb. That way you get along with  people with better*

^ha t  kind of things I talked about quite a bit. And  the saddest people, you 

know, Oh, I don’t know how to say,,but I see a lot of people that 'i£- feel very 

sorry for themselves, and that kind of thing, for m e, when I was in there I 

didn’t feel sorry for myself, I was looking for the  best things,,

RW: Did many younger people come to you for advise £#d?

TT: Not too many people come for advise, because wa s a dumb guy,,

RW: Jjfeee.,

TT: Bakka, you know..

- %. ft  #
RW: Yeahyp 	*, yeah (laughs) Well, is there anything else you 

would like to tell me about this experience?

TT: What experience?

RW: Is there anything..any important question |̂B;t  I haven’t asked, you know, 

that you would like to tell me?

M. merican citizen -TT: Oh, oh, well, about the question aboutAj 

that one kind of confused me^ but I never renounced  my citizenship and like I 

think 'renounce American citizenship,.

RW: Oh, I didn’t know that.

TT: I think that there are, you know. They’re frien d one of the...she is^block 

manager next to us and she is very much anti-ftmeri can, you know, at least whatever 

you share about them,and she is a highly educated a nd^they talk ,. a lot of people, 

renounce American citizenship. So I believe most of  the young people renounced 

American citizen, and that I was very sad about^ I said, "You don’t renounce 

American citizen, keep it." But most of them don’t listen to me.

RW: Were they listening to somebody else?

TT: Beg pardon?r

!• Here Mr, Tekunaga is referring t© Lillian Noma. She longitudinal mral 
history with Lillian Noma,
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RW: Were they listening to somebody else?
> t �������� * #* v • * *

TT: Yeah, those radical guys,.

RW: fedicals, older,.

<v
TT: Usually better speaker, and you know, the one w ho told them to renounce

their citizer^ ^ u  know th£°block manager in my next  block, -�4:�/ thought he

would renounce American citizen* he didiilt, .He fo rced other people to

¿fa
renounce and he keep it, and they don't want.I find  out. And I thought that 

A  ̂ A

was pretty damn dirty trick. v

RW: I know a man like that too. 'That you know „ .he  iaolri .pygry'toiy» tn-tfenniinr̂ , 

�	$� Okay, unless^you have something else to say, may I  just thank you

and express my appreciation*fcnd I*m so happy to he ar that you received this help. 

Gould you tell me..I don’t have a pencil..How you s pell this ..my Japanese is 

not too good..this satori.,this enlightenment..what  is this enlightenment in 

Japanese?

u
TT: In Japanese..satpri?

RW: S-A-T-U-R-I?

TT: SATURI

' m  *
RW: I had it, thank you. And well, it., is a great privledge to talk to 

someone as serene as you and I just wish,, T«*iHtfe ., you have my best hopes 

that this continues for you,

TT: Well, it's very nice to talk to you and it*s ve ry nice you to hear me. 

That makes me very happy.

RW: Thank you. That’s very fine. Well, I do thank y ou. If you know of anyone 

else who lived..who^as at Tule Lake, who would be w illing to talk to me..would 

you write me again?

TT: Yes, if I see.,

RW: Yes, if you see anyone, because I'm supposed to  talk to many different 

people aid it's a very interesting, if sometimes sa d..**' *

TT: jyl understand that they are going to have a Tu le Lake Reunion^next year.

RW: Yes, I heard about that.

TT: Oh, you heard that.

RW: Yeah.

TT: Maybe you could drop in, maybe you have a lot o f information,

RW: If in the next few months or weeks you see anyo ne who was there who wouldn't 

mind talking, why let me know, like you did about A oeefrag* W  *

TT: Okay, if I see it.

RW: Thank you.

TT: But I haven't got your address now.
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TT: (con-H) If you don*t mind, maybe you could drop  me your address again.

RW: Oh, I see.

TT j I had it about a couple days ago, here, but I thou ght oh well, maybe, I dont 

need it no more and I .just threw it out. In case s ome people may want to talk to 

you,

RW: Do you have a pencil handy or should I mail it to you?

TT: Yes, mail it to me.

RW: 1*11 mail it to you and you*11 have it and I ’d appreciate any names.

TT: A ;d by the way, did you hear firom Awnk e? ;�88 #«**, .

RW: FirgmUto? Oh yes.

TT: Oh, you did.

RW: Yes, I talked to her. I had a very lovely talk.

TT: Oh, that’s nice.

RW: Very moving and I was very grateful to you, tha t’s why I called you.

TT: Oh, I see.

RW: She seems to be doing much better, you know.

TT: Oh yes, she *s doing pretty good now.

RW: Okay, I ’ll drop you my address,

TT: Okay. Thank you very much for listening to me.

RW: Well, it was a pleasure.

TT: I was very happy to hear about you.

RW: Thank yr ou. Good-bye.

TT: GOOD-bye

end of interview 128
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TARO TOKUNAGA 
December 12, 1981

Mr. Tokunaga was born in Hawaii, in 1900. His family came to Califo rnia in  

1906 as migrant workers "all around California." His father and mother died in  

1915 and 1920 "and after they die, I took care of my brother and sister and that's  

why I haven't got a formal education." He and his siblings were evacuated  to Walerga,  

and from there to the Tule Lake Relocation Center. At Tule Lake , he worked as a  

dish washer and then as a janitor and boiler man. After the s egregation he was  

asked to take the position of block manager, but he refused. "But they finally  

put me in, for a year and a half." Though he said a great deal about the confusion  

at Tule Lake during the period of Military Registration, he did not tell me how he  

answered. I suspect that he answered "Yes Yes" and became one of the  "loyal" who  

remained at Tule Lake.

When I asked him whether there was anything that happened at Tule Lake that  

made him feel good, he told me that he had experienced satori,  that is Buddhist  

enlightenment.1

So I had that feeling of the enlightenment coming in which I was in  

(block manager's) office; and everything started to look to me - bright  

looking. And at that time my mind was very clear and everything t hat I  

hear or what I do, is kind of more happy. Nothing to worr y me. . .And  

all day long I couldn't close my office till 10:00 at night. Alw ays  

people coming around. . .gather around and talk and we had a very ha ppy  

in my office. . . .  So if you have that state, my way of thin king is  

kind of satori. And people respect you and you don't get no fear;  no  

anger, and just like talk a common language and people gather around yo u.

I don't know why.

^See Rith Benedict, "The Chrysanthemum and the Sword," pp. 238-247.
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RW: That’s wonderful.

TT: Yes, wonderful feeling.

RW: Could you now tell me what you did right after you left Tule Lake?

TT: . . .  Well, it was kind of mean to see some friends behind. But we know  

we have to go out. So my brother had a job in Cleveland. So I thought  

I have got no place to go, so I followed my brother. And I still rem ember  

those Tule Lake, the days I had, you know, very tranquil life. I w as there  

about a year and a half. I still remember. I still think about it and  

sometimes I still dream about it.

RW: What kind of work did you do in Cleveland?

TT: In Cleveland for one year I worked in a factory and after t hat I worked

in a massage parlor. And at that time, the first time, I b ecame a pro�

fessional. And I worked in a massage parlor for 12 years. A nd when I  

quit the massage parlor, I was very sick, you know, I didn't go  back, but  

I had work at home. And prople starting coming to see m e; all kind of  

ailments, and after. . . my sister's husband died in Berkeley, I came  

down for the Berkeley funeral and I never went back again. And I stayed  

here.

RW: In Berkeley.

TT: And I ’m still doing and also teaching, my simple how to help the  people—

emotional or a pain or ache, and those kind of things. And I am enjo ying

what I ’m doing right now and I ’ve helped a lot of people. An d also when  

the people come in I try to take a lot of time and explain it to them. . .

RW: When you look back at Tule Lake. . .what do you think was the most impor�

tant thing you learned about your fellow human brings?

TT: In Tule Lake?

RW: Yes.
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TT: Well, the most important thing, you know, is, that I  tried to help people  

and people gathered, lyou know, and that way I learned what. . * the mQS t  

important thing I learned is. kind of satori feeling.
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