





December 12, 1981

Taro Tokunaga
Born in Hawaiil
Octeber, 1900

TT: Hello?
RW: Hello, is this Mr, Tokunaga?
Yes?

This is Professor Rosalie Hankey Wax,

Who? 4
(0] Al &

@

o1 /KA S

Y J i
Rosalie Wax, amd You wrote me a letter giving me the whereabouts of Asedko

-~

[\[ VWG
Higski, do you remember?

TT's 0, I'm hard of hearing and it's hard to understand, Will you please repeat

again?

RW: Well, if you are Faro-Tokunags, you wrote a letter to Professor Rasalie Wax

/ . \J gy &
- K. O J U

in St. Louis, a®® I had a notice in the paper that I wanted to reach Asako.Hieeki,
Oh yes.
Do you remember?
Yes.,
And I did reach her, and I did want to thank you,
Oh, that's okay.
And I had a lovely talk with her, And if you have a little time now, I could
you what I'm doing and ask yvou.mase for more help.
Yes,
It would be all right?
Yes.
RW: Sure, Okay, see I'm a retired Professor and I was.at Tule Lake doing
field work for the University of California,

Oh, I see,

P
A pp
And that's how I met Aee¥o, and many other people that I knew very well,

. the Rockefeller Foundation has given me a litt}? fellowship, so I can call
these people and see how they are doing now, and aéﬁ&ﬁgét bothered them most
when they were in the camps and wha#,.,how they coped with their problems..and
I wondered..I thought I would at least give you a ring and see if you would like
to talk to me.

Bry Yes il i ket oss
RV I beg-your—parden?
ITsE'd-dike to-tadk-to you,
R¥s...On—-the~telephone?

TRe_0h, jas I say I have a bad ear., \ .

Rir—=d. s




kad sometime I hard to understand, That only trouble with me,

Well, T understand you now, Would you like to try it ,8Ee-?

nr

Okay .,

..and then if you get tired, why tell me, and I'll call again and finish

Okay?

That's okay. I have a lot of time today.,

Good, and if /jnyou don't understand what I sax,.l’ll try to talk slow and
clear,,okay?

TEe  Okay,

"9 i
RW: Well, now let me see,pfirst question would be.,.I'd like to know a little

about your life before the evacuation,.what were you doing then?

TT: Well, before the evacuation, I use to have a little fruit stand in

«

Sacrame'tcw;%md I also’lot of,.between time,,like massage.,.,and I'm doing that
right nowy, Freoing.
Ry =-You're-dor g What?
e Y O B RS L S Q0 e B B Ot —0f b b eka peTson—with
R Oh, like a massase, |
Thi—Yes,
RW: Good,
Like é pain or an ache, arthritis, and those people I'm treating right now,
Oh, very good;
I'm very much interested in that and I'm doing that.
Yes, could I ask when you were born and well,.I'll ask when you were born,
and then where you were born,
3eg your pardon?
RW: Where were you born?
TT: Where I born?
Yeah,
I was born in Hawaii, 1900, October 15,
Well, you are older than I am, so I will talk to you with great respect.
Oh, I'm pretty old, :
A
Yes, and you.are~e=Hawaddmig what they used to in camp call Hawaiiand
1ese, (laughs) B0d-dayedsthaterd900,
1 Beg-pardorT?

YoU Were born in roee.




In Hawaii, and came to San Francisco in 1906,
R @6y OO parents.
TT: Right after the earthquake.flﬁ
RWe.. Oh, right aﬁter*%hé earthquake.. And now,,then.you-were-then-doiusg.beoth woring

at & fruit stand.vand massapge,

v s e : d
: ' Briefly after I came from Hawaii to California, my folks, you know, migrant \

workers, all around California, Finally, I think we settled in 1910 or 11 awemmnd (A

Sacramento and what we call Davis row, so I was there, %@d until 1928, I
- - - (: ’7\‘"?\6/

believeyto the farm, My folks died in 1915 and 1920; ey botHNQied at age 42
A y {

vears old,

HW: Oh MY )

mr T

IT: And after they die, I took care of my brother and sister and that's why I A-arém=

Ve

yv

dﬁuii—haﬁeha'formal education, We were g2 very poor, so that's what I did.
J . 3 mea“time I was a vé??Igick man, you know, all kind of sickness. So I got
interested in massage, and finally I started doing that and I cured all my
burdens., L.t
'V

RW: Wonderful! Can you tell me&how you felt when you first heard this govern=
ment announcement that the Japaneée Americans were ordered to leave their homes
and report to assembly centers?
TT: Before we go to assembly center?

How did you feel when you heard that you would have to leave and report
to a center?
TT: Well, at that time when we had to go to assembly center, you know, after
Pearl Harbor..Well, let me tell you one more brief thiﬁg that happened. Before
Japan attacked Pearl Harbor, one of the truck driver came to me and about 3 Tt
weeks before Pearl Harbor and he predict exactly what time Japan would atdack
Pearl Harbor, He said December 7, Sacramento time approximately 11:00 and

k‘

Japan would attack, I told him,”¥ou're crazy," And he said,;I bet other

1 Au baxd

people 3 cigars, he said, He said he liked me so well,{I don't want my 3

)

f

: YN i : ;
cigars, and just remember what I say. So exactly what he predict..I was really

surprised.
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RW: And who was this,.a man you knew? I didn't understand who was=badkings.
sho—it—ams—Tho=toldyeu-shéd® Who was it?
TP e——BEE ¥ 7

R Who.uas~¥t?
TT: I forgot his name, but he was 28 years old..
RW: Oh, you forgot his name, but he predicted it,
TT: Yeah, 28 years old, a truck driver, a produce truck driver., That's what he
told me, ,
N
RW: And then how did you feel wheqvﬁthappened and you had to leave your
business and everything?
TT: How did I feel?
RW: Yeah,
N .,
Well, I was really surprised, I was kind of dazed, I @&id—ot expect(.and we
very much crank call and you know, lot of people attack my job,.the bank and
everything was frozen and we don't know what we are going to do..,
RW: T© which assembly center were you sent?
TT: wal,l’%a.
Nali%}a. Did you go with your brother and sister?
TT: Yes, brother and sister we went there, I think I'm not sure, exactly how

long but maybe 2 months, maybe 3 I don't know.

RW: Do you remember anything that happened there at the assembly center?

i iX ;gi;, I do remember one thing, Well in our assembly center I think you

heard about it..all kind of things and what we could take,.,just what we could

carry..that's what we could take, you know? and the rest of what we had was J&bgr

almosé%give-awav and some things, I had a couple of good friends, so teet they
took storage of my stuff out there, AWd we went to the assembly camp..center,

and this is the funng part that happened - they told us we can't use our cash

to buy things.,

RW: They told you..,
/WY
Yeah, that we h%dﬂto use script..
Oh my..at the assembly center?
\) ('7/ .'i""l\" ’/.‘T i L :‘
TT: Yeah, this script book was $2.75 and we pay that and he said ?e hed to
n

buy from the scrioté.like the newspaper, broom, bucket and those things, you

know,
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Yeah, was this a soldier?

Yes, they mold us, you know?

They told you that..

WE found out, when we went to Tule Lake that the script was issued by united
government for spending money..

RW: Yeah,

: §)
TT: ,.instead of, you have to pay $2.75, so in other assembly center'A they get

$2,75 for nothing and we pay for it,seé?

RW: Oh, goodness, .Hai 4 .
e oAl 0

T™: We ?ouqd out and so wekprotest. So the project manager, they investigated
and said:Now look, he said, you folks got the $2,75 because you signed for
itﬁaad we signed it, you know., So that's how some officials there made a lot of
money .
RW: Gee. Who was making this money?

Beg pardon?

Who was making the money?

I think, at the assembly centers, some official,

Yeah, some of the officials theréz

Yeah, I don't know who, but..

It was just a graft scheme then, you know, they just wanted to make
money on you, is that it?
TT: Yeah, that was it.
RW: Gee, did that make you sad or did it make you angry?
TT: WE1ll, I was kind of mad, you know, because they just take advantage of..we
don't know nothing..they take $2.75 script..after we left Wallé%a, those script
weren't worth anything. So we had to spend for it,
RW: Sure, my goodness, I never heard that,

Beg pardon”

I had never heard that.

lever heard that?

o one told me that.
TPs T tthink Mz, would remember that { ? >\ maybe talk about it

to them, you know? Some people buy maybe 10 books because they have the money.

idn't have the money so, we just bought what we could afford to.




Can vou remember how vou felt when they told you whexe—yeu Pe~Eoiifa.

you were going to be sent to Tule Lake?

We didn't know where we were going to,jiut we find out we going to Tule
Iake, and we settled there; and I got a job as a dish washer, but I didn't
like it, you know. So I quit in 3 days. Then I went back to my own block MMénd

ML ) . block 29, and I became the janitor and boiler man,

Janitor and boiler man, block 29..

And then I start to ., up and I got a miracle on that too..

I didn't =edm.catch that,.you got what?

..a miracle on my work, you know?

A miracle?

Yeah,

How?

So then I work on|{ ) then I work in coal crew and some way Or \
d&other they push me to the senior foreman, which job I couldn't I saild I eovt
couddst do it, because I'm not formally educated.

RW: You're not what?
TT: Because I'm not educated..

(Bilz BoCmhentedotr;™

\

e
-

~O
I: Wetl, finally they push me into it, so I became the senior foreman,
g A Y
and people work under me about 375 man, and some way I last ;abeut 8 months
and what happened is, after 8 months, you know, some trouble come in, so il
overwrite, where my supervisor go direct to the project director a:

was my fault and I got fired,

Oh my goodness.

*éaothe project manager é;éd I'm sorry that I have to fire you, but

because vou do the overwrite ed=dize other person, it forces me to fire you,
; . o " g ] >
Gee, what was the name of that pr01e0t3&1rector:
}ro*ectﬂairector was Mr, Best,
Mr, Best at that time,
Acii ﬁat same time, and he was very nice, and he gave me a merit card., he said
IS
I did a wonderful job and after the war jast, K bring this merit card wherever

you work and show to us,




Did this Happen before the segregation, you know, before the other people
into Tule, or did it happen after? that you were fired like this?
Oh, after I got fired?
Wt [2id you get fired before the segregation?
o, after the segregation,
RW: What I meant.,.you said 8 months after you got to Tule Lake, Well that

was before the people came in from all the other centers,

TT: Yeah, that's right, I was there from first almost to the last.,

A

After that, you know, I worked for canteen for 2 months, andAl got another draft for
block manager, you know, for block 29; and I also refused, but they finally
put me in,

RW: Were you then block manager?
|

S <

BEGI pardon?,
Were vyou then block manager then?
Yeah, for about a year and a half,

Jear.and. a half,

iy Lo Sl
—~5%; &nhd my sister, you know, she was my secretary, And so until I moved to
Clevelandy I was there and she was secretary and I had an office down there,
RW: (188, vwee—vhere-anything. that—happessd-at-this pertodiilet's -sees s -I'mis

- o~ Ll ; .
If Tule lake, y ou had your brother and sister with you?

(7]

PP Tes, And I had my brother, My brother wee in the next block, block
27; later on they came and move into our block; my sister and my brother and
So later on, you know, we were in the same block,
RW: I was w0hderiwg)$ﬁavcu could tell me anything about how you felt at the
of the military registration?
Well, the military registration, you know, that one is a very strange
ng.
Yes,

g ]
7,
i

0

You know what they call the,.sign the paper.y

)

lSalas iR - I} : 2 = ' . . ~ A0 ) ap & o 4 AAA
TT: Well, I see the paper come in, I didn't if it was 27 or 28, butl see A sy

is an application for leave clearance, And they instructed us, you know,

and if you want to sign the paper..then sign itjhe said,ﬁﬁxijj‘vou don't

want to sign it..it's not necessary to sign itesB0 tomorrow the registration..
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TT: (gendyy So I read the acplication#asd told the people, you know, if
vou want to leave the camp, you can sign it; if you don't want to leave the
camp or you don't know what's going to happen yet - if you worxry about it,
I think best thing is not to sign it. And if you sign it, the way I look at

it - even thev could force you tosktthk-the-campn,out from the camp, you know.
1

N AN !
So, we had a little meeting ourselves and I think one of the Himerdeits |\ \0VV\4

-"»1;1 N,

brother-in-law; Amedeo sister,.the husband is a highly educated man,

RlilpeetFels o whadman?
R ;

TT: His name is Artwwledes ™V &OASNE L0

C { 1 .

\/“L’: 0- ‘\JA

Oh yes, #Adbmetei, I remember him..
\

/

- . ~ : : % SRR
..and he read about it a couple of times,."Oh,oh, he said, you know this( j

; ’ -
'*:( n aw/ )

s the 27, 28; so that was the start and so we had all the S
gom, and he said to be sure that we read it over and sign it. o
Rt e 10ld_people to-siga=tET

'}

T#r ‘And next day, you know, something got}hixed up,.everybody got mixed up,
\'v‘» » l
2NV

P\ i

you know. 'on%onlép to register, anépadmiqistration they sent a message--

they started to threaten us,

RW: To stzrt what?

TT: They threatened us..if you don't sign it, we going to send you..repatriate
vou to Japan, you know,

RW: Yes.

TT: "“So, if you don't want to sign it, sign the repatriate paper back to Japan,
and then you don't have to sign it. So the most people who went to registration
they tried to sign the repatriation paper, you know,.énd they shut down the gate.
And if you don't sign the application and declare loyalty, we will not issue Tha

repatriation to Japan., So that's what makes all the confusion, you know.

N e/,
Something funny; so we are not going to sign. So that was,the big trouble thert

oadne out
RW: Gee, my goodness.
TT: Some of them signed it and at that time a lot of them moved out of camp;

and other camp..what they called <@®sloyalty, as you know,

vl vad
{

“hen"{he§ called those who didn't sign it..the disloyal..isn't that

RW: A

right? Amd~+$he ones-who signed. it -uere..l-forget—how that—goes,
TTrw=Beg-pardon?
in-law
1, TLillian Noma, with whom I have already talked, is the sister/of Milten
Sasaki, whe, at Tule Lake, was zhairmannefinhhenGesndinabingnGennahbean
subsequently te beceme chairman of the Coordinating Committee at
Tule Lake
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“Rifr—tedl, that's.what-vou-sdid, this was a-metier. of people veing called
loval~or=d¥sioyals;

ET: Loyal and disloyal, you-hmew:

o 1) to A

RW: '‘No,no and yes, yes.
TT: But actually most people is loyal to United Stetes, but we didn't have no

VWINPT, ;
voice, dhatever you do}\ They put us the stockade./so forth, that kind of thing

"’7( $AA A
happened, A lot of people..you don't know,,get confused about it, Hegaki \"'"

AALA ¢

family too, they got verv\confused about it too.

RW: Yes, yeS, Aot-me—s88 s mWas. there»anvthiagdthathhappened.;dﬁere were many
things that happened at Tule lLake even while I was there, you know,liéis poor
man, Mr, éﬁ%e;i got murdered and then later on there were these groups of young
ﬁén who went around saying, ”@é§po, ﬂéﬁﬁg.'

TT: Yes, ypem

RW: You remember that, But what I'd like to know is of all these things,

was there anything of it that really made you mad or you thought was sort of
stupid?

TT: No, I can not make out what you just said,

RW: Perhaps I should say., of the various things that you experienced in Tule
lake, which made you the most angry?

TT: Most angry?

RW: Yes-
ey b
WO

TT: Well, most angry was..this is one of the happen’just now..someway or anothet
I was representative of the ward 2, that is 9 block square, you know., I was a
representative,,

RW: 'Afblock manager? e ”~fy~p» )

TT: Not block manager, but they have , 44807 vou know, and I was the
[ —

representative of ward 2 to go to meetings and see all kind of discussion of
the other center people come in and me and another fellow from representative
went over meeting, you know, and I didn't like the meeting, They had the
24-25 rosolutioi} nd the first resolution they had, you know, they wanted to

r’; (V'»
kick the old former‘lulelaﬁtans out immediately, amd@ because all of Tule LakemS

is all enui And second one, they want to kill all the dog and cat immediately,
because they are unbealthv,,énd they had another part, but I remember those two
things particularly, you know. So that thtﬁg;i didn't say anything. The
second time I met them, I started talking, you know.'\You folks came from

the other center; whatever we live in Tule lake is nice and quiet people and

if you want\ (SOH) and kick wight out, then you folks is a damn fool. You
don't know nothing,and killing dog and cat; those who have pets in the home.

] !
A 4




TF: (con't) There is just like their home,..I mean their kid..that's why

they have.asgriou want to kill dog and cat is against my willji I started to
argue:aéé éverything, you know, Finally, I got so damn mad, you know, I got
out of my chair and stand up and, said, ”ggis is a ridiculous meeting., I am
a representative of ward 2 and you think that I could.go back and tell my
people about what you folks have been talking abou£2:§b I stand up and had

a chair angtthrow at the table and I walked out. It was the most time I got

mad about it. And they also threaten to kill me too,

RW: TPHEY did? Could vou tell me about that?

Rty

AL R i\ 87 P A
TT: Well, I don't know; they send a message to me txom=pther people and he

W A 2X

said:I'm going tofﬁﬁi you..we going to kill you," I said, "Well, if you want
to kill me, go ahead,” ¥ I won't run away or nothing., I live in block 29,
barrack lé, you know.“ But they didn't come and get me.

RW: Well, that took a lot of courage. I was there at that time. 1 really

respect you for standing up like that way. G@Gee:

CIBA L 2ty
) R4, 0L

Tr: (You know, that is a lot of ﬁéﬁﬁp people, at that time I was

(54%) vou know, I use to talk about it. I said, "#ell, if you're
loval to Japan, that's fine. And at the same time, if you are not loyal to
Japan or like you talking about the ﬁ*;;_;éﬁﬁ?) the United States; in case you
go back to Japan, Japanese government won't accept you; and same time United

\

States government won't accept you too, like _ .  &5§#)., So I said, I would

like to see you folks be quiet and be just like real Japanese, and if you want
| k! £ [eon] & oA

to go back to Japan, be like Japanese andmbedt all the American people, Jivkds=bho

Japanese people..,wonderful people, we hate to see them go. I like to feel the

American people feel like that to you, please be quiet.l That's what was on

my mind, I talk about quite often.

RW: low, I'd like to ask a different question - was there anything that

happened there at Tule Lake, that makes you feel good today..when you think

about it?

TT: Oh, good today?

Yeah, was there anything that happened that makes you feel good?
TT: Well, I was thinking about the good thing about it, you know., Well,
this is what happened if you don't mind to hear me,

RW: Yeair
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T": When I was a block manager and one fellow bought me the book called

"Buddha'", That was very hard, but I read over 3 times, you know, And all

of a sudden in the third time I read, I got the answer, someway or another

you know, in Japanese we call "satori", yeah, you know?

-
g=iies, ,

P | It means something like enlightenment.

RW: Yes.
| ~™ o\

So I had that feeling of/enlightenment coming in while I was in office,

you know; and everything started to look to me ~ bright looking and at that

time my mind was very clear and everything that I hear or what I do, gew ,kind
e VY y

s AN
of more happy, you know, nothing,woreied me, And in my office, when I went to
open the office at 8:00, my office was all clean; and the people come in Eber.

breakfast - young people come in; then young people goes out and girls come in

and girls(ceme in: old ladies come in; old ladies goes out; old men come in

¥

and all day long I couldn't close my office till 10:00 at night. Always people

) C |

come around,.gather around and talk and we had a very,in my office,.

RW: So, would it be correct to say that you not only got strength from the

X A | -
book, but gmems help vou have all these people who were vour friends, Am I getting

o
+ P

it straight? That these people.. people who came to see you were also reading

or working in éato:i?.

TT: Yes, satori feeling this is what I found out; really fﬁyv thing about this,
you know. As I told you, I'm not educated man; I only go to American school for
about 63 years and Japanese school only 1 year, but when I had that feeling,

the people someway or aqothér;foilowed me around and listened to what I talk,

So that was wonderful feeling I had.

RW: §ee,—{hat is very nice, Could you tell me now..I'm glad..I tell you
because so-maglyea number of people I've talked to.,himdsef lived very much
alone in Tule Lake, wyou know, they didn't dare to talk to anybody, bat it

must have been great. steength for you to have these people who were in
satori with you. Is that so? |

TT: Satoyi..like Buddhisn,

)

RW: Like Buddhismf,
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In %nglish, they call i}\ealightenme:t and that is very hard to get and vet
is a very simple thing to get. ow when I read about it, what I understand,
you know, when you DuQ:;ll what I read about in one nutshell) mean is freedom
from want.,
RW: Freedom of what?

Freedom of want,

Freedom of want,

S0, if you have that state, my way of thinking is kind of batori.

people respect you and you don't get no fear; no anger, aqaiust like
talk a common language and people gather around vou. I don't know why,
RW: That's wonderful,

Yes, wonderful feeling.
RW: Gee, could you now,,wonderful,,.could you now tell me what vou did right after
you left Tule Lake?

What did I like in Tule Lake?

{0, well you already told me about this wonderful thing

when you left Tule lake, wheg-yams , ,what happened?

Problem?

‘es, how did you feel about leaving?

Bh, what I feel when leaving?
)

]
*b/.

~&h, when leaving Tule lake,

Well, it was kind of mean to see some friends behind, but we know ®e have to
go out, so my brother had a job in Cleveland, So I thought I have got no place
to go, .so I followed my brother\ﬁ’d I still remember those Tule Lake, the days
I had, you know, very tranquil life, what I was there, you know about a vear

Thred € ghnt X pad s ', ) at\' LA
and a half, I still remember, I stillhdream about it.
RW: What kind of work did you do in Cleveland?

-

TT: 1In Cleveland for one year I worked in a factory and after that I worked

in %massage parlor,And at that time)the first time)I became a professional,

fﬁﬁd I worked in a massage parlor for 12 vears., And when I quit the massage
rerlor, I was very sick, you know, I didn't go back, but I had work at homes
l&utdeeonle starting coming to see me; all kind of ailments, and after..

py sister's husband died in Berkeley, I came down for the Berkeley funeral
and I never went back again and T staved here,

RW: In Berkeley,
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TT: And I'm still doing and also teaching, my simple how to help the people
emotional or a pain or ache, and those kind of things. And I anm enjoying
what I'm doing right now and I've helped a lot of people, and also when the
people come in I try to take a lot of time and explain it to thems...

RW: I'm enjoying t%isxxr(ﬁ*’tc‘L‘R\

!

D,

}

jﬁhgﬂiim;e;iQyinguthis.‘ I'm 70 myself and you know, to have gotten this

fellowship and work when I'm retired is really such a blessing, &ud do you

know that people like you when I talk to you..it just makes me feel good..
wonderful,

Thank you very much.,
RW: Let me see if there is..when yvou look &ack at Tule lake is there anything..
mavbe I should ask this,..what do you think was the most important thing you
learned about your fellow human being?

In Tule Lake?

Yes,
TT: Well, +the most important thing, you know, is that I tried to help people
and people gathered, you know, and that way I leared what..the most important
thing I learned is kind of satori feeling. And even one technical sergeant,
you know, Gaucasian technical sergeant, I met and talked just like plain

€8) and this person he said that " You must be

very high educated man.," I said, "Hell, no I'm not very educated man, you

know." Well, he said, "I gathered you are a priest.” He said I talked like
a priest, but I never thought I talked like a priest. (laughs).
RW: And here is a sadder question., Looking btack today at what happened in
Tule lake..
TT: Beg pardon?
RW: When you look back today at Tule Lake, what thing that happened there..or
what part of your experience is the hardest to bear,.is there anything that
makes you very sad?
TT: Oh, makes me sad?
RW: Yes, makes you sad.. about Tule Ilake,

I don't know what to say. A lot of people I see and quite a few I talked
to them and they don't know what they going to do and what in the future, they
dont know; everybody don't know what the future be; even God doesn't know.

So I say, "just let nature take care and don't worry about it."
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didn't get that wise saying, would you repeat i
said "just let nature take care..
ature take care?
Yeah, you know, don't try to force yourself, but do like that kind of
thing, that's what I mean, If it come, it come; if it don't come, it don't
come., S0 not to worrye

\
)

RW: Not to worry .

(&M,Am(zuﬁz
TT: And MI would talk to people.}i@on't be like, y& u know,

)
a smart man, play dumb. That way you get along with people with better,

/fhat kind of things I talked about quite a bit., And the saddest people, you
know, Oh, I don't know how to say..but I see a lot of people that W feel very
sorry for themselves, and that kind of thing, for me, when I was in there I
didn't feel sorry for myself. I was looking for the best things..

RW: Did many younger people come to you for advise agd?

TT: Not too many people come for advise, because ¥p.I was a dumb guy..

Iéee..

]

Bakka, you know,.

————

3 “46’“% \.'.l : ! : " + 0 AL

e nivﬁaﬁgraaigzsghgicg, yeah (laughs) Well, is there anything else you

would like to tell me about this experience?
TT: What experience?
RW: Is there anything..any important question gt I haven't asked, you know,
that you would like to tell me? e
'\-Qr\‘(\ f; \APNCA (\":’? i
TT: Oh, oh, well, about the questio aboupkxs«eaﬁyrthﬁidd‘Ammricau citizen -
that one kind of confused me, but I never renounced my citizenship and like I
B e \ /-?‘ 4 [9 \ 1 \ % s 12 A
think & K44 ﬁ;ﬂgR renounce American citizenship..
RW: Oh, I didn't know that,
7 ~tho
TT: I think that there are, you know, They're friend one of the.,.she isAblock
manager next to us and she is very much anti—&merica;, you know, at least whatever
% \ 7"11- pYs
you share about them,and she is a highly educated auarﬁhey talk ,., a lot of people..
remoumuaémmrican citizenship, ©So I believe most of the young people renounced
g
&merica. citizen, and that I was very sad aboutp I sald, "You don't renounce
%merica citizen, keep it." But most of them don't listen to me,

RW: Were they listening to somebody else?

Beg pardon?’

1. Here Mr, Tekunaga is referring te Lillian Noma. Ske longitudinal eral
history with Lillian Nema.
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RW: Were they listening to somebody glse? d
S VRN pomh. Roanthorig phans v et
A1) ”eah,ﬁthbse radical guys..

RW: ®adicals, ) older,.
¥
o
i Usuallvbhetter speaker, and you know, the one who told them to renounce

their citizerny }6u know thé#block manager in my next block, a8 I thought he

would reﬁounce;émericac citizen, g&t he dida't..He forced other people to

*f o )
renounce a‘dkhe keep it, and they don't wa't\I find out. And I thought that
4
was pretty damn dirty trick.

RW: I know a man like that too, Frat—yeuv—know, he-hold overyvbody. tfo-reaquuce,

, Okay, unless you hawe something else to say, may I just thank you
and express my appreciation.axd I'm so happy to hear that you received this help,
Could you tell me..I don't have a pencil,.How you spell this ..my Japanese is
10t too good..this satori..this enlightenment,.what is this enlightenment in
Japanese?
W
In Japanese,.satpr
~R-I7

SATURI

. . iy " Q

RW: I had it, thank you, And well, it.. is a great privledge to talk to
~N

someone as serene as you and I just wish., I=¥ufe.. you have my best hopes

that this continues for you.
& prs
Well, it's very nice to talk to you and it's very nice S8’ you to hear me.

That makes me very happy.
you., That's very fine. Well, I do thank you. If you know of anyone

else who lived..whdﬁés at Tule lake, who would be willing to talk to me..would

you write me

£

if you see anyone, because I'm supposed to talk to many different
people and it's a very interesting, if sometimes sad.. y+!°*

A 4 o
P;(\; f‘;""'c'b"- A 4,_-\(!!(‘.‘,‘,3 zl" : i /l\p.k
L NI understand that they are going to have a Tule lake :euvioﬁndext year,

I heard about that.
Oh, you heard that.
Yeah,

Maybe you could drop in, maybe you have a lot of informatiorn,

If in the next few months or weeks you see anyone who was there who wouldn't
l»' ” \

talking, why let me know, like you did about Aoode@, -\ (HLAD» »

haven't got your address now,




(con't) If you don't mind, maybe you could drop me your address again.,
Oh, I see.
I had it about a couple days ago, here, but I thought oh well, maybe, I dont

it no more and I just threw it out, In case some people may want to talk to

Do you have a pencil handy or should I mail it to you?
Yes, mail it to me.

I'1]1 mail it to you and you'll have it and I'd appreciate any names,
o

j f \
And by the way, did you hear @rom Aewiee? 2 CLL. m

Fremipero” Oh ves,

Oh, you did.

Yes, I talked to her. I had a very lovely talk,
Oh, that's nice.

Very moving and I was very grateful to you, that's why I called you.
Oh, I see,

She seems to be doing much better, you know,

Oh vy he 's doing pretty good now,

Okay, I'll drop you my address,

Okay, Thank you very much for listening to me,
Well, it was a pleasure.

I was very happy to hear about you.

-

Thank y ous Good-bye.

GOOD-Dbye

end of interview 128




TARO TOKUNAGA
December 12, 1981
Mr. Tokunaga was born in Hawaii, in 1900. His family came to California in
1906 as migrant workers "all around California.'" His father and mother died in
1915 and 1920 "and after they die, I took care of my brother and sister and that's

' He and his siblings were evacuated to Walerga,

why I haven't got a formal education.'
and from there to the Tule Lake Relocation Center. At Tule Lake, he worked as a
dish washer and then as a janitor and boiler man. After the segregation he was
asked to take the position of block manager, but he refused. '"But they finally

put me in, for a year and a half." Though he said a great deal about the confusion
at Tule Lake during the period of Military Registration, he did not tell me how he
answered. I suspect that he answered "Yes Yes'" and became one of the "loyal" who
remained at Tule Lake.

When I asked him whether there was anything that happened at Tule Lake that
made him feel good, he told me that he had experienced satori, that is Buddhist
enlightenment. l

So I had that feeling of the enlightenment coming in which I was in

(block manager's) office; and everything started to look to me - bright

looking. And at that time my mind was very clear and everything that I

hear or what I do, is kind of more happy. Nothing to worry me. . .And

all day long I couldn't close my office till 10:00 at night. Always

people coming around. . .gather around and talk and we had a very happy

in my office. . . . So if you have that state, my way of thinking is

kind of satori. And people respect you and you don't get no fear; no

anger, and just like talk a common language and people gather around you.

I don't know why.

lsee Rith Benedict, "The Chrysanthemum and the Sword," pp. 238-247.
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That's wonderful.
Yes, wonderful feeling.
Could you now tell me what you did right after you left Tule Lake?

Well, it was kind of mean to see some friends behind. But we know
we have to go out. So my brother had a job in Cleveland. So I thought
I have got no place to go, so I followed my brother. And I still remember
those Tule Lake, the days I had, you know, very tranquil life. I was there
about a year and a half. I still remember. I still think about it and
sometimes I still dream about it.
What kind of work did you do in Cleveland?
In Cleveland for one year I worked in a factory and after that I worked
in a massage parlor. And at that time, the first time, I became a pro-
fessional. And I worked in a massage parlor for 12 years. And when I
quit the massage parlor, I was very sick, you know, I didn't go back, but
I had work at home. And prople starting coming to see me; all kind of
ailments, and after. . . my sister's husband died in Berkeley, I came
down for the Berkeley funeral and I never went back again. And I stayed
here.
In Berkeley.
And I'm still doing and also teaching, my simple how to help the people—-
emotional or a pain or ache, and those kind of things. And I am enjoying
what I'm doing right now and I've helped a lot of people. And also when
the people come in I try to take a lot of time and explain it to them.
When you look back at Tule Lake. . .what do you think was the most impor-
tant thing you learned about your fellow human b&ings?
In Tule Lake?

Yes.
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Well, the most important thing, you know, is that I tried to help people

and people gathered, lyou know, and that way I learned what. , .the most

important thing I learned is kind of satori feeling.
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RWse==Freedom-of-want.

T So, if you have that state, my way of thinking is kind of safﬁm And people
respect you and you don't get no fear; no anger, and just like talk a common
language and people gather around you. I don't know why.

That's wonderful.
Yes, wonderful feeling.

Gge, gould You Newsmwonderful—reould-you now tell me what you did right
after you left Tule Lake?
TT: _ What.did-I-ttke in-Tute-fake? r .

_Noswellryou aZready told me-abeut this wonderful thing. - I-was gotny to*Bey,
p——-when you_left Tule Lake; what/happened iz ;

T ~<Problenm?

RW: Yee, How did you feel about leaving?

_RWx__Yesy-when.leaving. Tule—boke ™

TT: Well, it was kind of mean to see some friends behind, But we know we have to go
] outy "o my brother had a job in Cleveland. So I thought I have got no place to
' go, so I followed my brother. And I still remember those Tule Lake, the days
t I had, you know, very tranquil lifeg whet I was thererfgaa»bw about a year and
i a half. I still remember. I still think about it and sometimes I still dream
{ about it.

What kind of work did you do in Cleveland?
In Cleveland for one year I worked in a factory and after that I worked in a
massage parlor. And at that time, the first time, I became a professional.
And I worked in a massage parlor for 12 years. And when I quit the massage
parlor, I was very sick, you know, I didn't go back, but I had work at home.
And people starting coming to see me; all kind of ailments, and after. «
- my sister's husband died in Berkeley, I came down for the Berkeley funeral and
I never went back again.@nd I stayed here.

In Berkeley
And I'm still doing and also teaching, my simple how to heZp the peaple emotv,onaZJ
or a pain or ache, and those kind of things. And T am enjoying what I'm dozng

| right now and I've helped a lot of people, énd also when the people come in I

. try to take a lot of time and explain it to them.

I'm enjoying this because I'm=70) rrryself and you know, te have gottgn this fellow-
ship~and jwork when I'm rétired ’LS real ly.etich |a bZessm And defyou knaw t]aat
péople like you when I talk to you it just makes m f‘eeZ good. . .Woriderful.
Thank y ¢ veqy much

Det’uiﬂé:s-eeu.zﬁﬁvtkem*ﬂs. . MWhen you look back at Tule Lake iewbhere-angtiing. .
r@ybe~l. skould-ask=tWts. . .what do you think was the most important thing you
learned about your fellow human being?s 7

In Tule Lake?

Yes.

Well, the most important thing, you know, is that I tried to help people and

people gathered, you know, and that way I learned what. . .the most important

thing I learned is kind of sattiri feeling. And-euen—ona_teehntral-sergeant~you
o




