


Harry R. Sheppard
21st Dist. California

Home address:
Yucaipa, Calif.

cOo0PY

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
WASHINGTON, D. C.

December 16, 1944

Secretary,

American Council on Race Relations,
988 Market Street, Room 202,

San Franeisco 2, California.

Dear Sir:-

Chm., Subcormittee
Navy Appropriations

Member, Subcommittee
Agriculture Appropriatims

This will advise the copy of Western Union night letter
addressed to the Honorable Clarence lea, Chairman, California
Congressional Delegation, dated December 13th, pertaining to the
view points of your organization and other organizations as
quoted in the telegram was referred to me as Chairman of the
Japanese Problem Committee of the three West Coast States -

Oregon, Washington and California.

Your communication will be presented to the
Cormittee at the next convening of the Committee.

Yours truly,

(signed) Harry R.
Harry R. Sheppard,

members of my

Sheppard
M. Co»




THE AMERICAN COUNCIL ON RACE RELATIONS
PACIFIC COAST REGIONAL OFFICE

988 Market Street, Room 202

SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 2

LAURENCE |. HEWES, JR.
REGIONAL DIRECTOR

February 15, 1945

Mr. George Rundquist

Commi ttee on American Principles and Fair Play
2287 Telegraph Avenue

Berkeley, Califomia

Dear George:

I am attaching herewith Mrs. Turner's first report on her trip
to the Sacramento area. You will notice that she mentions the
nemes of several people. It seems that your organization should
immediately contact these people and follow through with War
Relocation perhaps in order to sece that the possibilities of
employment are covered.

Sincerely,

Laurence I. Hewes, Jr.
Regional Director




988 Market Street, Room 202
2

February 12, 1945

FIELD REPORT - Sacramento Area
TO: Le 1. Hewes, Jr.
FROM: R®llen Turner

The c¢ity of Sacramento is in a perfect position to make use of help and
technical advice we stand ready to offer, A Sacramento Couneil for Civie
Unity is being organized., Three meetinzs have beem held, and a list of
those participating is enclosed. It is a wide eross-section of the com-
munity, including chureh leaders, (Rabbi Norman GColdburg is chairman),
attorneys, busingds mes abor, educators, and the women's organizations.
In a confersnce

speakers for talkis -'-1ce elubs, agricultural organizationn, etece.
They have also Re pee. committee which is working on the current
problem of findihg : f £a s¢urning Japanese-Americans. They need
facts, and it is the"o

combat misconceptions e

wish to publish a pamph

and have it widely circuds v

secretary to organize meetings ¢

current infommation. Dr. Henry Tsls

Council and wishes to discuss er of raising funds which
could put the Sacramento Council for Civic y on an operating basis.

Upon inquiry I found that the Fair FPlay C Sacramento is
practically non-existent, and that its rs have consolidated with the
Council for Civic Unity. They see in thw/return of the evacuees an
immediate action program and are ready to work on it as mentioned above,

in connection with housing. Also, in the metter of employment. For
instance, the group is ready to put onpressure if the hospitals in the
aresy.badly needing nurses, refuse to hire evacuees who have had nurse's
training (which many of them received in the relocation centers). They

are also anxious to bring a test cese before the State of California em-
ployment office, on the reinstatement of the 87 Japanese-imerican state
employeer. There is a technicality regarding back retirement pay which would
be due those reinstated, which the employment office states requires legisla-
tion before action can be taken. The State employment office claims it will
hire new people (evacuees), however. The War Reloention office here in

— Sacramento is planning to send a Japanese-imerican girl who has just re-

gsettled in Florin to apply for a state job.
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The Council for Civie Unity has excellent relations with both Sseramento
papers, the Bee and the Union. Rabbi Goldburg is in close touch with them and
they print verbatim what he gives them..iﬁnﬁnp the past month 8 or 10 stories
have appeared, and one editorial in the Bee condemning as undemocratic the
boycott petitions whieh have eirculated in in Yolo and Placer Counties. Rabbi
Goldburg is chiefly responsible for this cooperation om the part of the Bee
paper, which, as you know, hes a long history for anti-Japanese sentiment.

He aleo has a radio program Sunday afternoons (4:30, California network)

which gives him added opportunity to publicize "fair play,” and the facts on
the returning Japanese-imericans.

1 am meeting with the Sacramento Council for Civie Unity Thursday noon, February
15th, at which time we will map out & concrete program for action, crystallize
organization, and determine how the American Coumeil om Race Relations can bde

of help to the groupe.

SACRAMENTO COUNTYte-=Agricultural Areas

Ike Craven, Walnut G
Chairman, UsSeD.A

Affirmative on f bn of return of Japanese Americans. Wants two
Japanese-/ meri cg r [ his own ranch, but hesitates to take the lead
in bringing then Sree The problem in the rural areas, and it should
be stated here and now, As ¥ t0 be clashes with other minority groups.
Craven hesitates becaush b ¢gmploys Filipinos, Chinese, and Mexicans, and
he does not wish to takp % pé 8} ity for possible claghes among his
workers. From an offie swbolipt, ever, he pays he has confidence that
it eyacuees.

Robert Collins, West Saeramento
County AA4 Chairman

Fine attitude of fairness on question of Xeplrn of Japanese-Americans. Ain

0ld Ferm Security man, he has a brother {ighting in Italy right next to the
100th Battalion (Japanese-imericens). Conerete example: TFrank Takioka, just
returned from a relocation center;,; applied for a truck, stating need, and with
5 signatures of returned evacuees who would share it with him. Collins assured
him he'll get full consideration.

Ensher, Alexander and Barsoom, Inc.
Courtland, Calif. (Co. 3743}

large grower-shippers, all set with camp that could house 200 Japanese-imerican
field laborers. Could be operated apart from other areas of the 4,000 acre
establishment so there would be no direet clash with Filipinio, Chinese, or
Mexican labor. ZEnsher fears taking the responsibility. A completely rural
area, there is no law officer specifically assigned to the region. Also Ensher
can always fall back on Mexican nationpls and feels no great urgency for using
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Jepanese on the ranch (though he himself feels they are the best workers).
Ensher is a business man--no pressuring from a race relations group would

do him any good. FHe needs someone to tell him it's good business before he
goes ahead. Several other large ranchers in the Walmut Grove vicinity would
like to take Japanese-American labor (according to Tony Chargin, Attorney,

Bank of Alex. Brown, Walnut Grove), but all want a precedent set. Ensher is
the most likely to go through with it. Cruciel case, since talk about violence
, among minorities will continue unles: the case is proven otherwise through actual
experience. 4lso erucial becsuse if Japanese-"merican ferm workers do not
return now for the 1945 harvest they risk being crowded out entirely es war
activity decreases.

AUBURN, PLACER COUNTY, SITUATION

Chet Hateh, Property Officer, WRA Sacramento Office, is a citizen of Auburn,
former president of the Rotary Club, gave me valuable details on progress made
there. Community ies well in hend.--De Costa, and Iivingston, who eirculated
the first petition to boycott the returning evacuees, have lost the upper hand
completely. y forum held Sunday, the 1lth, was led by Orin Lowell,
ex-Distriet ittorpe ansvered previous statements of Livingston and Costa,
8y gt While members of the community
act individually kgpre evacuees planning to come to that area to come
ahead, they havg rganlzed. They are waiting for the present flare-up
to die down so pganize \for a constructive civie unity program and not
A political issue in which they take sides. We

S.M. Barocoshian,
G, W. Brundage,

Richardson has been operating a ranch for evacuees, who was just
inducted into the Army. He has been with [ the last few days, pree
paring for his family to return and take the place. There is housing
enough for two or three other families. e evacuee has been urged to bring
more in. The Dois are being urged to have another family teke the extra house
on their place.

Placer County differs from Sacramento County in that there are farm owners
(chiefly) who wish to return to Placer, and they can do so if leases have just
expired, or when they do.
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[ at only two-thirds its normal cepacity because it cennot ssoure suf

\aides, in the laundry.
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February l4, 1945

FIRLD REPORT NO. 2

T0:s L+ I, Hewes, Jv,

L

FRC¥: Ellen Turner

¥Yor the past two days I have concentrated my efforts on the #oodland srean, Yolo
County. To give some background, the county has been one of the most actively
anti-evacuee. The Assemblymen, Mr. Lowry, who is a confimmed "Jap heter” has
aggravated the situstion by making a speaking tour of the county, talking to
Rotary Clubs, service clubs of all kinds, and the wnti«Japanese laagues which
have been organized at Teparto and ¥Winters--two small outlying communities.

He has & Sgt. Lo Bue, discharged vetersm of the first 'hilippines campaign
(¥orld W%ar 1) who recites horror stories om what the Japanese enemy has done.
This propaganda of the Assemblymen and the Sergeant has identifiesd snyons of
Jepancse sncestry with the enemy, which is one of the big misconcept ions which
must be overcome before much progress can be msde toward tolsrance of the
Japane se~-‘merican ¢itizens of the cobniy.

ke yet, no evacuees have returned to the county, glthough 8 or ¢ own land around
woodland and 7 rented, ome owned, in the Egparto-Cuinde area. Publie officials
have cdvised the evacuees not to return at this time, but assured them they will
receive full protection of the law if they do. Boyeott vatitions have been eircu-
lated in the Esparto and Winters sections end in both casee heve almost 100% of
the population signing them., No agtivity of this kind has been teken around Wood
land, the county sect. Howoven the city attorney, farl Rodegerts, feels boycotts
in the Woodlund area will de spontanecus. Yor instance: a Wisel farmer's truck
breaks 2owa. He won't be able to find anyome who will fix 1%, (This ressoning
was diseounted by every other Woodland eitizen I apoke to. They felt, once faced
with an individual situation, 1t would depend entirely on the individual evacueds

personality, aetivity, ete.):

There is a perfect situation inm Woodlanzd, around which a Falyr FPlay or Civie Unity

Committee could relly, if someone wers clever eumough to play the foreces, one
[ sgninst the other, in the proper way. The GoodlandClinic scapital is cperating

£ ¢fent help.

Previously 17 Japanese-iunericens werse employed there--in the kitchene, os nurse's
1 spoke with the manager of the hospital, Mr. J. Ds Stevena,
He says he is & "followsr," not a

to see what his attitude was on this matter.
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consider hiring Japanece-imericans &t the present time.

He foels "publie opinion® ie definitely agsinst him. 1In other worde, he is

senred out, beecsuse the prevalent talk is enti-Japansge. If gufficient publie
opinion wers aroused, concerning the need for that hospital space, gspecinlly st

this time, when hospitsl faeilities are taxed to the utmost due to the war, scauething

"pioneer” and would not

might be dome--Mr. Stevens might set on the public's suggestions.

editor of the "Woodland Democrat,” msas the person who gave me
¢liniec Hospitsl. He is fair im hie sttitude on
the cvscuees. OCave cxcellent coverage to the meeting of the Rotary and Iions Clubs
et which Dilliom ¥Myer, WRi Administrator, gpoke. He will not editorialize on the
question. Tries to remain on the fence. He would not editorialize on this Clinic
Hospital situation, although he understands thoroughly that it ie only race prejudiee
that i keeping the hospitel from operasting et top capseity. We ean get cooperation
from ¥y, ceahorn for any factual mrterial we wish to heve printed, ss long ns it is
timely and has some locsl gignificance. I left all our pamphlets and other printed

metter with him.

¥r. Jay Seahorn,
the information sbout the ¥oodland

¥Mr. Howard Snyder, YMCA Seeretsry, will give ues the most sctive cooperction. It was
he who organized the meeting at which Dillon Myer spoke. However, he is merked as
the town “idealist.” I don't think thstneed stop us from working with him., ¥He plans
Rotary Clud programs,and I arranged with him to have one of the members of the
csersmento Civie Unity Committee talk before the Clud (which ie the largest business
men's group) in the mear future. Claude Settles of the Veterans' Administration is
the most lirely prospect for o gpeaker. Snyder is plaming to p-rsopally confer with
issemblyman lLowrey to discuss with him the metéers on which lLowrey definitely does not
get the facts straight. He also is rlanning to see T.¥. Stark, editor of the ¥inters
Express, who is a strong forece behind the "inters inti-Japenese lesgue. I geve Snyder
all our material, and several copies of “"Pertinent Tacts®” so thet he ecan give one t0

lLowrey and Sterk.

a ¥air Play Committee in Woodland. He

¥r. fnyier seeés no possibility of setting up
g! return besides

knows no one who would actively sponsor the Japanese American
himself.

From my first day's activity I concluded that a great desl of groundwork would have

to be laid before the Woodland Community could think in terms of a Civie Unity Councili.
They need an organized information campaign to counteract traditional prejudices and
the "fast multiplying fungus” which has been thriving in the environment Assemblyman
Lowrey and his side-kick Sgt. 1o Bue, hove crested. (I dom't hold these two completely
responsible for ite-the ranchers and business people want to saintein the status quo.
They have no wish to go into competition with the efficient Jepanese~imericaen farmers.
1go they resent their driving eround in the same kind of "de~luxe moudel™ ears, atCey

ete,) (These ssme people say they do not wish the evacuess to return now because
they "have no control over the irresponaible elements in other minority groups--
7ilipines, Mexicans"--who are the omes who will commit injustices and break the lawg. )

To initiate some sort of information program which might ¢lear the air, 1 saw Hre

James O+ linn, vice prlneipal of Toodland High Sehool, who {s also on the program
committee'ror the lLions Club. He is extremely broadminded and will work with us
100%. He will arrange %0 have mabbi Hormsn Goldburg, chairman of the smeramento
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speak to the lLions Club, as S0OR a8 1 arrenge it wi th Rabbi
goldburg. He would also l1ike him to speak to the social Seience classes at the

High School, and perhaps at an sspembly progrem. He also wants t0 use the WRA
£i1m, "A Challenge to Democraey,” for the focis) Seienee classes. (Howard snyder

also wants the film for a Rotary Club meeting.) (¥e ecould arrange for its use by
both groups on the same day.) Hr. linn was also given several copies of all the

printed msterisl we have available, which he will use in ¢lasses and in the Library,
and with his teaching staff.

givie Unity Couneil,

I was unsble to reach Mrs. Chester Hiddleson, Hr., chairsan of the Town and Country
group of the Women's Clud, with whom 1 eould probably arrange for a meeting on eivie
unity, rece relations, and the feets on Jepanese-imerican evacuees.

1 took & chance end went to see the gecretary of the Chamber of Commerce, Colonel

Be 24 € (County Courthouse, soodlend). I talked to him on the broad sub ject

of the ne:d for a Civie Unity Couneil, devoted to cementing relations detween all
groups in the commnity, espeecially for unified effort on the home freat, and
successful prosecution of the war. He was upusually cooperative. Was especially
interested in Dr. Sproul’s talk on the fair Play Committee. Mentioned that it would
be excellent to have a man like gproul talk before a joint meeting of the Rotary
cludb end lLioms, op o subject such es fair play or race relatioms. Suggested that he
could arrenge such e meeting, and phoned the program ehairman of both organizations
while I was there, getting their o.k. on 18+ He said thet such = meeting would be an
excellent way to have such ideas percolsate ianto the minds of the business men and
ranchers of the cammunity. BHe folt there was a good chamee thet a givie Unity Com-
mittee might be set up after guch a meeting wes held. I %old him 1 would see whet
arrangements could be made to hsve Dr. Sproul spesk in Yoodlands If Dr. Gproul
camnot, it occurred %o me, thet snother alternative might be en imy publie relati on=
man, or one of the officers who has worked on the Japanese relocstion--1if we ecamn
find the right men.--This would certainly sppeal to a community 1ike %oodland.

To summarize: The information progrem lined up so far 18t

1. A speaker before the luncheon meeting of Lions Club.
g. A speaker before the luncheom moeting of Potary Club.
3 4 spesker before the High school issembly, and 2 cocial Living Clusses.

e

4. Use of the 7RA movie at at least two gatherings in the camunityees
gchool and service club.

5. A joint meeting of the two strongest service ¢lubs, open to the publie.

6. Assurance of good coverage on all these meetings in the loeal preas--

whieh eirculates throughout the county.

i feel there are good chances that this program can be followed up with the
orgsnizstion of a Civie Unity committee. Possible members on the Committee would

be:
rolonel T. A. Oryne, secretary, Chamber of Commerce
James linn, viece prineipal, Joodland High Sechool
Howard Snyder, YMCA secretary
J. Bernell Barlen, rancher
Mre. Tragy, ¥gr., Ford Wotor Co., foodland
naymond Nicheolls, M.D.

poesibilities (not interviewed -- suggested by Seahorn) :
Zlmer Jones, Mgr., J. . Pennay store

sheriff ¥. B. Nonroe

¥rs. Chester Hiddleson, Yomen's 8lub

Floyd Cemdroek, Bank of America

7. Seshorn, editor,%ocodland Democrat
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tho should actually organize the group, 1 don't know. ¢cnyder or Cryne seom
like the =ost likely prospectss Cryne would probably have more iafluence.
Perhaps that kind of committee wouldn't do any good.--3est to walt and ses what
evolves from the meetings mentioned above, I should think.

CUTLYING ANEAS: Atteched is a letter from some fair minded farmers in Cuinda
whieh gives the pieture pretty well, I talked to the MeCants by phone but was
ansble to travel that fer to see them., They will do all they can to publiecize
the muterials I have sent them. However, from their letter you e¢en see they are
nraetically slone inm their views. However, they are convineed that preveiling
attitudes in Yoodland sre reflected in the small towns of the county, which is
encournging.
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FIELD REFPCRT NO. 3 -- Yolo County
To: L« 1o Hewes, Jr.

From: Xllen Turner

The attached 1list of peresons in Woodland proper and outlying sections of Yolo
County will show that I have uncovered considerable active support in the county.
The fioodland group is planning to form an asctive committee to carry on publie
relations, job and housing projsets for resettling Japenmese Americans from this
area who contact them for advice and counsel. The Toodland group is also plaming
to correspond with former Woodland residents in the centers if they can get a list
of them from WRA. Howard Sayder, YMCA Seeretery, will be spark-plug for the group,
and will csll the first meoting. Snyder gave me a list of former member: of a
Japanese Young People's iscocistion sponsored by the YMCA, and would 1ike to have
the whereabouts of those om the 1ist as he feels he can get speeific information as

to their plans from them.

In Yoodland feeling has died down considersbly, and people secept the irmy order as
, Taet. Also they accept the evacuees' rights as eitizehs. The weekly paper

front-page editorial, with

Record™ tries to stir up animosity. latest attempt wak a
uggsaimilable. The

NOo basis in fact, that stated the Japanese-imericens ware
"Woodland Democrat,”™ daily in toen, costinues to be fair.

There is a definite labor shortage im Woodlend. 113 jobs open {outside of asgri-
cultural jobs)es The Committee will investigete to get the attitudes of the chief
employers seeking lebor. In talking with ¥, D. Norton, Farm Adviser, izricultural
Extension fervice, who 0.k.'s all regussts for Yexiean Nationals, he suid there had
been no inguiries as to use of retumning Japanese-imericans. Their use $o displsce
HMexiecen nationals will depend omn their presence in the arca. It would seem that
| group resetilement of Japanese-smericans in Centers wanting farm work im Cslifomia
must be token ss the responsibility of one of the governmment ageneies. As the
Department of Agriculture is not s0 empowered to move domestic labor, it would seem
to be the job of 7“RA as part of its resettlement program IF its aim is to resettle,

and close the relocz=tion centers.
10US I found there is con-

siderable friendly sentiment in the Capay Valley, for instance. #illerd Smith,
Brooks, had a young Japsnese-imerican in his machine repair shop and is anxious

for him to come back, but there is no place for him to live. Smith is even considere
ing building a smell place on his ranch for him and hig mother. ¥r. and Nrs. John

HOUCIHG is a stumbling block even in these rurel counties.
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MeCants and Mr. and Mrs., James Brandt would both be glad to put small houses
on thelir reanches, or take sheir Jepenese~imerican neighbors in temporarily,

but they cannot finance such a program. Also, one of the former Japanese-
imericans in Guinda owned his own place, and several temporary pluces could bde

put up there, on his property, if fineancing could be arrenged. Also Al Holek,
foreman for one of the Victoria lLand Company farme,would probably hire Japanese-
American workers if there wers auffiq;qptwgggging for the workers and their

families. 17

The MeCante lead & eirele of 4 or 5 families, who, though they do not wish to

name themselves, form a definite "fair play"™ committee. They are rlamning to write
%o WRA (Myer snd Cozzems) comcerning this housing difficulty. They also say they
are giving no advice to their fomer Japanese-American neighbors. They are not
encouraging them to come beck, but if they do, they will do all in their poswer %0

help them.
The Egparte boycott petition has died down considersbly »~-21s0, 2ll the signs
gaying "No Japs wanted in Eeparto” have dissppeared. It was the feeling of Rev.

Thomes that thers would be no violence there, and that there is a great pride
in the loesl comwunity, which would keep the town lesders fron letting aaything get

out of hand.

Dean Enowles Ryerson will be spesking in Tinters early in March and said, in my
interview with him, thet he would take a bold stand on their sttisude. Fe will be

§nfluential, as he has been fighting the Jepsnese enemy at close hand for some time.
He mekes many graphic illustrations to show how the enemy differs from our Japanese-
imericans. He hes alreesdy telked im ¥inters. I am going to suggest that the
fsparto-Cuinda-Brooks group get him up there %o talk in the presence of Lloyd Lowery.
Ascemblymen lowery hes continually confused the enemy with the loyal Jepanese-
imericans. fOyerson is a "matursl™ to clear up this confusgion.




WOODLAND

Howard Snyder, Seeretary
THCA
#oodland, California

Dr. Ray Nichols (M.D.)
405 First Street
Yoodland

Mr. Jeames Iinn

Vice Frincipal
foodland High School
Woodland, Calif.

Zev Bronner (Chemist)
83) « Ird Streot
¥oodland

Mres Do Bs Wilson, Chairman
Wethodist Women's Group
Fast Beamer Ctreet

Hoodland

Rev. and Mrs, Don &, Fleming
(Methodist minister)

212 -« 2nd Street

7004 land

Rev. Jo Eo Tumulty
(Catholic priest)

U138 Yain Btreet

%ood land

Er. Faltus
High Sehool Teacher
foodland High School
Woodland, Calif,

Drs De s Fisher (dentist)
711 Collecge 5%,
foodland

B Y]
Dr. John Homer Yolsey

{surgeon, 7oodland Clinic Hospital)

163 Bartlett
#oodland

Bmil Eraft
907 « 1at Street
#oodland

Dan Heanon, President
foodland Chamber of Commerde
41 - 2nd Gtreet

"oodland

Marion ¥arley
Yoodland
California

Mras Arthur B, Bddy
710 First Streot
woodland

Bernel Harlen, Fres.
Yolo County ¥Yarm Bureau
D

7ood land

Col. Ei 4, Cme, Sec.
Yoodland Chember of Commerce
County Court Housze

foodland




WESTERN YOLO CCUNTY

Esperto

Reve J+ 1+ Thomas, Pastor
Commnity Churech
Tesparto

Jack Rickabaugh, Fresident
tsparto Chamber of Commerce
(rair)

C. e Bever, Principal
Eeparto Oremmar School
Eaparto

Vick Vieira

Laparto Hardware Store

(Press, Bd. of Trustees, Community Chureh)
(fair)

Brooks

74llard Smith
Brooks, Calif.
Guinda

41 Holek, foremsn
I. L. Borden Ranch

Guinda, Calif.

James Brandt
Guinda, Calif.

John MeCants & Helen McCants
Cuinde, Calif.

¥r. Bloom, Constable
Guinda, Calif.

pavis

Dean Xnowles Ryerson
Univeraity of California
College of Agriculture
Davis, California
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FIELD REPORT ¥O, 8 Yolo County

ki

o: L,I, Hewes, Jr,
From: Tllen Turner

The attached list of persons in Woodlend proper and outlying see-
tions of Yolo County will show that I have uncovered considerable
active support in the county. The Woodland group isp lamning to
form an active committes to carryom public relations, job and hous-
ing projects for resettling Japanese Americans from this area who
contact them for advice and council, The Woodl=nd group is also
planning to correspond with former Woodlend regidents in the cen-

ters if they o~n get a list of them from WRA, Voward Snyder, YMCA
Secretary will be spark-plug for the group, and will c¢all the first
meeting. Snyder gave me a list of former members of a Japanese
Young FPeople's Association sponsored by the YWCA, and would like

to have the whereabouts of those on the list as he feels he can

get specific information as to their plans from them.

In Woodland feeling has died down considerably aml people accept
the Army order as feet, Also they sccept the evacuee's rights as
citizena., The weekly paper "Woodland Record" tries to stir up an-
imosity. Latest attempt was a fmddtpage editorial, with no basis
in fact, that stated the Japanese-~-mericens were unagsimilable,
The"Woodland Democerat”, daily in town, continues to be fair,

There is a definite labor shortage in Woodland, 113 jobs opem (out-
side of agricultural jobs). The Committee will investigste to get
the attitudes of the chief employers seeking labor, 1In tal king
with W.D, Norton, Tarm Advisor, Agricultural RAxtemion Service, who
0.k.'s 2ll requests for Mexigan Nationels, he gaid there had been

no inquiries as to use of returning Japan<se-Americans, Their use
to displace Vexican nationals will depend on their presence in the
area, It would seem thot group resettlement of Japanese-Americans
in Centers wenting farm work in Crlifornis must be taken as the re-
sponsibility of o of the government sgencies. As the Bepartment
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of Agriculture is not so empowered to move domestic labork it would
seem to be the job of WRA ss part of its resettlement program IF
its aim is to resettle,and close the reloceation centers,

HOUSING is a stumbling bleck #ven in these rural counties, I found
there is considerable friendly sentiment in the Capay Valley, for in-
stance, Willsrd Smith, Brooks, had a young Japanese American in his
machine repair shop and is anxious for him to come back, but there is
no place for him to live. Smith is even considering buildigg a small
place on his ranch for him and his mother, Mr. and Mrs John McCantg
and ¥r., and ¥rs Jem s Brandt would both be glad to put small houses
on their ranches, or teke their Japsn- se-American neighbors in temp-
orarily, but they cesnnot finance such a program. Also, one of ihe
former Japanese-Americaens in Guindas ovned his own place, snd several
temporary places could be put up there, on his property, if financing
could be arrsnged. Also Al ¥olok, foremen for one of the Victoria
Land Company farms would probasbly hire Japanese-American workers if
there weresufficient housing for the workers and their families.

The ¥eCants lend a circle of 4 or 5 families, who, though they do

not wish to name themselves, form a defiuite "fair play” commitiee,
They are plenning to write to WRA (¥yer and Cozzens) congerning this
housing difficulty. They also say they are giving no advice totheir
former Japanege-Americnn neighbors, They are not encouraging them to
come back, but if they do, they will do all in their power tohelp
them,

The Msparto boycott petition hap died down considerably.--Also, all
the signs saying "Wo Japs wanted in Zsparto” have dissppeared. It
was the feeling of Rev. Thomes that there would be no violcnce there,
and that there is & grest pride in the locsl community, which would
keep the tw n leaders from letting enything get out of hand.

Dean ¥nowles Ryerson will be spesking in Winters early iu Karch and
seid, in my interview with him, that he would take a bold stand on
their attitude. ¥e will be influential, as he has been fighting the
Japansse enemy at close hnnd for mme time, ¥He makes mauy graphic
illustrations to show how the enemy differs from our Japan sé-Am ri-
cans, Fe has already talked in VWinters. I am going to suggest that
the TUsparto-Guinda-Brooks group get him up there to talk in the pres-
ence of Lloyd Lewery. Assemblyman Lowery has continually confused the
enemy wi'h the loyal Japanese-Americans. Ryerson is a"natural} to
elear up this confusion,




March 1, 1945

To: larry Hewes
From: Ellen Turner
Field Report No. 4: Stockton Area

Preliminary discussion with War nelocation Officer, John R. Robertson, of the
stockton office, brought out that Japanese-Americans had already returned to

Lodi, Tracy, Modesto, Ceres, Turlock and the Atwater-Creesey-livingston area.

No incidents of violence or discrimination had occurred. Those returning thus

far are all farmers. Some talk of boycott around Lodi has been hoard. letters
from the relocation centers gshowed a great deal of fear of veturning to sStockton
proper. The concentration of Filipino population in the tommight cause friction.
The reason why Japanese-Americans did not wish to return to R.C. Zuckermann's
delta farm has not been fully determined. Robertson felt it was fear, and the
rgit-tight" policy among the leaders in community centers, rather than bad working

conditions.

1t was decided to do all possible in Stockton to have favorable information
channeled back to the Relocation Centers, showing active support for those wishing
rurlock and Iodi were pointed out as other spots needing special atten-
st of Merced County, will take care of itself,

At livingston, 65 Japanese-fmerican farmers left their ranches
leases on these
renches expire November 31st, and at that time the cooper=tive will have & working
eapital of £1,000,000, the manager estimates. Four or five members of this group

£rom Livingston are coming back next week, and will live in temporary houging until

they can take over their places.

to return.
tion. The Livingston area, and mo

Robertson thought.
in the hands of an agent who has run them on a cooperative basis.

My firet contact in Stockton was Dr. Noel Breed, chairman of a well established
Interracial Couneil. He is a conservative gentleman, who was willing to take

an "on the fence" attitude regarding Japanese-Americans. %illing to help those

individuals who came back, but unwilling to do anything to swing public opinion

into a favorable attitude. In other words, it appeared, no active support was
forthcoming. However, T outlined to him what a sub-committee might 4o on the
specific problem of the Japanese-Americans, and he realized that I was in town %o
establish an active group working along those lines. ryidently, he didn't wish
such a program to get set up independently. He called the WRA officer the follow=-
ing morning and asked him to their next meeting to tell the Interracial Couneil
what it could do in connection with the relocation of Japanese-Americans.

I talked with several delegates to the Interracial Council while in Stockton,

and feel there are good chances thet these delegates will urge an active sub-
committee be established to work with Japanese-Americens. They were: Miss
Certrude Miller, in the Professional Library of the gtockton School system,
who will also see thst several pleces of literature whieh I showed her will be

widely circulated in the Stockton schoolse.




wli

Antonio Gonzales, President of the Inter-Community Filipino Assoeciation, who is
also planning an interracial educational program for the members of the Stockton
Filipino community, at which time he wishes to show the WRA film, "Challenge to
Democracy," and to have one speaker on the Japanese-Americans. He has just
returned from a trip throughout California and Arizona, sounding out Filipino
attitude on the Japanese-Americans. He says it was fine at the time the Evacua-
tion Order was rescinded. However, the recent highly publicized atroeities in the
Philippine Islands has many Filipinos riled up. He feels the problem of returning
evacuees must be brought to them as "another minority problem" in which the Filipinos
definitely have something at stake. leaders of Filipino Churches, D.F. Gonzalo,
M. B. S. legare, and Father O'Connor have all spoken often on the subjeet and feel
that their people will be law-abiding and fair. They are willing to take part in
any public meeting or forum that might be held, and will speak before ¢lub groups.

Rev. B. C. Goodwin, minister at the African Methodist Church, felt that the Negroes
in the community understood their position in relation to the return of the Japanese-
Americans. Many of them have occupied Japaneae homes and will very likely have to
find other housing. Housing is short in Stockton, and the same fight goes on there %0
gsecure housing for Negroes, which goes on in San Francisco. Goodwin felt that if a
Negro were evicted by a Japanese-imerican the effect would be the same as if it were

a person of any other race or nationality. Certainly, any objections would not be

based upon prejudice. (~%&£g? To Thewve

immediately. For reasons of strategy, they are willing to wait, and det as & sub-
committee of the Interracial Council. They include Rev. Arthur Foote/ of the
Unitarian Church, who would call the organization meeting if the Interracial Council
does not act on setting up a sub-committee, Jacob Fetzer, who c¢an give time for
"leg work," making contacts, enlarging the mémbership of the committee, Elizabeth

' Humbarger, who has already set up a one-man housing and employment and hospitality
agency for those coming to Stockton temporarily or to farms in outlying areas, and

several others listed on the attached sheet.

Also in Stockton there is a large group anxious to set up a fair-plaﬁéccmmittee

The San Joaquin County Farm Bureau took an unusually feir stand on returning
Japanese-Americans, and a copy of their statement of policy which was widely

publicized, is attached.

The IIWU Local No. 6 passed a favorable resolution, which has been sent to the
relocation centers along with the Farm Bureau statement. Statements of Filipino

leaders have also gone to the centers.

Dr. Tully C. Knog§les, President of the College of the Pacifie, feels it is best
to keep quiet and let the Japanese-Americans trickle back. Of course, the college
is open to Japanese-Americans. Two have enrolled there for the next session.
While Kno‘les once imitiated a "Fair Play"” Committee, something has made him

/\\ averse to the idea at the present time.

] S o MY 4 i A _“ T ;




STOCKTON

\ 4 = B "‘/,
Rev. Arthur Foote‘xjﬁgéﬁﬂlf/ £
453 Bristol Ave. / (4 y

Mr. Jaceob Fetzer
3135 Commerce

Dr. Noel Breed

Chairman, Interracial Couneil
116 W, Willow Street

Stoekton 17

Dr. Tully C. Knoﬁlea. Pres.
College of the Pacifiec

Antonio Gonzales, Pres.
Inter-Community Filipino Assn.
239 S. E1 Dorado

Miss Gertrude Miller
1241 N. Stockton St.

Mr. Charles Cooper, Sec.
San Joaquin Co. Farm Bureau
141 S, American

Wilbur Choy
336 South Sutter

Mr. A, P, Hill
Superintendent of Schools

Rev. James O'Connor
203 East Washington St.
0ld St. Mary's Church

Rev. D. F. Conzalo, Minister
Filipino Methodist Church
503 Se Sutter st.

Mrse. Me Be Se Legare

Wife, former minister
Filipino Prespyterian Chureh
341 Se Hunter St

Rev. W. We Long
1428 N. Center St.
Stockton,Calif.

Dr. G« He Colliver
o5 W. Bueclid Ave.

Edward S. Esser
1030 N. Baker St.

Miss Ovena Larson
Head, English Dept.
Stockton High School

Prof.

{ i

Prof. C. E« Corbin
120 W. BEuelid

Eckert

Mrs. Gormley

San Joaquin County Welfare
116 N. San Joaguin
Stockton

Judge Ray Dumne
2721 Clarendon

Max Willens, Atty.
Bank of America Bldg.

Archie Mack
Main St. USO
820 Fast Main St.

Rev. B: G, Goodwin
African Methodist Churen
2255 S. Commerce St.

Elizabeth Humbarger
Catherine Humbarger
936 S, Country Club Blvd.

Mr. R L. Eberhardt
1160 W. Vine St
Stockton Savings & loan Bank

Toy family

Mah family

Elvin M, Belatti
I1WU, Local No. 6
140 ¥, Hunter

Suarez, Pres.
Stockton Filipino Community
14 . lafayette

Dr. Macario Bautista
%6-El-Derede 7 S, Tl Dorado




March 1, 1945

Stockton Area (notes)

Resgults thus far

Group of 15 or 20 ready to start Fair Play Committee
Humbarger, Foote, Fetzer, leaders

Interracial Couneil, which had been passive, called WRA officer after ny
talk with him (Dr. Noel Breed) eand asked him to come to their March 5th
meeting to tell them what they could do. Talk with severs]l members of the
Coune¢il is likely to result in special sub-committee of the Interracial
Couneil. Also the group will take responsibility if they see another group
outside their own orgenizing to do the job.

Filipino leaders willing to educate their people to importsnce of taking
level-hcaded stand. GConzales wants to show film, have speaker, at inter-
racial educational program. GConzalo and others will speak to white groups
on the importance of tolerating Japanese-Americans.

(Father James O'Connor, Catholiec Churech, will cooperste on any program, speaking

on the subject. His church, parish hall, could probably be used as a hostel.

Farm Bureau has taken extremely fair-minded stand.




COFY

SAN JOAQUIN COUNTY INDUSTRIAL UNION COUNCIL
Affiliated with the Congress of Industrial Organizations

Office Telephone 3-2486
140 North Funter street
Stockton, California

Resolution

Whereas: The Constitution of the United States, in the 1l4th Amendment,
all persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subjeet to the
Jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and the state where-

in they reside,

"No state shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the privileges
or immunities of eitizens of the United States, nor shall any State deprive
any person of life, liberty or property without due process of law, nor deny
to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws"

Therefore: Be it resolved that the San Joaquin County Industrial Union Couneil
CIO abide by the Constitution of the United States, and that we in no way
infringe on the rights of the NISEI (of American born Japanese).

And be it further resolved that the San Joaquin County Industrial Union Counecil
CIO go on record severely condemning any discriminatory action taken by person
or groups of persons against these American born Japanese, or NISEI, returning

to their homes,

And be it further resolved that copies of this be sent to the labor Herald,
the Press, State CIO Council, and the Department of the Interior War Relocation

Authority.

Passed at the Regular Council meeting of February 19, 1945,
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AUBURN, CALIFORNIA

Mr. Rufus Richardson
Agricul ture Department
Flacer Jr. College
Aubura, Calif,

My Howard Chastain
Prinei pal

Fadcer Tr, College
Auburn, California

Mr Steven Narocoshian
Flacer Jr Collsg
Auburn, Calif,

Bruce Denison
Plager “r, College
.-mb::‘r'n, Calif,.

Hal vweldo
Auburn, Calif,

Orin Lowell
\wabarn Calif,

Dy Reed, Hinister
Congregational Church
Auburn, Calif,

(Likely organizer for sponsors of fair play institute«-
is running 2 renches for Japanese-meets them at trains,
shops for them-feels more atrongly about taking a firm
stand for fair play,.)

(Dislikes bad publicity Aubum is getting--seriously
considering advisabllity df having sn insti tute, had
previously thought organi ation or a fim stand would
fan Tlames of anti-Japancse forces, ncourages all ed-
ucationsl channels to air facte~-H,5. well educsated on
sub ject--Two Japanese~Am-ricen students back snd well
received, )

Gxtremely falr himself--feels organization is unnecessary.
111 do all he c:n ss =n individual. Needs more tal king
t0 and would probably be persuaded to tske Jefinite Q=
bion .,

Supposed to be college authority on"public opinion"es
thinks Institute would be sll right except for resent-
ment natives have for outeiders. igrees would give
heretofore unheardfrom persons chance to express theme
selves for fair play--may influence indifferent persons
to follow fair pley rther than anti-Japanese credo,

A eripple, Waldo spends most of his time writing letters
%o the Auburn Journal, is quite a moulder of public o=
pinion, highly respectsad in town--well resd intellectual,
does #dito rial work for Harcourt Dmce. Has taken poor
stand on retuming Japenese becsuse of race theories pro
segregation, yet vs lerge numbers of any one rsce agcume
ulating in one section of the c¢ountry! In other words,
he doesn't want 2 high percehtage back in Placer Co.
Claims he's been a New Deal er--Thinks Iekes is right in
urging widespresd resettlement, 7ill probably do less
rash talking about the Japsnese in the future as many of
his good friends have told him they were amzed.with his
atti tude,

Strong defendant of Japanese~imeriean rights--a lawyer,

gave an address at an open forum said to be the best cone
solidntion of facts =nd arguments for thepr return. Otrong,
ally but not interested in organizing fair play comnittee,
or civiec unity council.

flis church sponsored the Open Forum which produced the only
public discussion pro Japansse-im: ricans returning. He will
help in any way he can to secure sponsors and individusl
names for sn institute on fair play in Aubum.




Harry Furlong,Vanager
PeGoe & E
Aubum, Califomia

Francis Latimer
Placer Union High School
Auburn, Califomia

Vermon YeCann, Zditor
Auburn Journal
Auburn, Californis

Jim Dobbus
Aubum, Califomie

Colonel "Red"Newman
De #itt Gen'l Hospital
Aubura, Calif,.

lr Brundage

Vice President, Manager
Bank of America

Auvburn

Rev. Phillips, Minister
iethodist Church
Auburn, Calif,

My Benito
Flacer Jr, College
Auburn, Calif,

Sem Maleo)¥m
dalcom’s Grocery Store
Auburn, Calif,

Unopposed to Japanese-imericans--defends them
in individual contacts, feels orzanization to
work for them would fan flsmes of opposition.
Says 75% of the twenty who eat 2t the Round
Table every noon (opinion moulders of Auburn)
do not object to the return, think Anti-Japan-
ese League is ridiculous)

Dynamo, ready to actively campaign to improve
public sentiment. Is planning to make calls on
storekeepers with anti-Japanese signs in the
windows--will also work to get spemsers for an
ins titute, and will see that Paul Taylor's speech
at the International Center Conference (March 23)
is published in the Aubum Journal.

Tekes anon the fence” atti tude in the paper,
has never editorialized for fair play. *“e, pere-
sonally, gives no support to anti-Japanese senti-
ment,says the Freservstion issociation is seldom
prone 1o stating facte~-would print refutations
of thelr remarks.
Président of the Auburn Chamber of Commerce--apt
to go along with anti-Japonese ¢ rees, needs slot
taltking to--anproachablie

of

as Intelligence Officer at Pearl farbor, Dec. 7,
also lived in Japan-~hag ~iven two~off=-the~record
talks in Auburn which hasg probably done most to

clear up rumors of Japanese-sSabotage. Also disproves
theory Japanese on West Coast were sent here as na ré

of invasion plan-esay they were lowest serf class
in Japan, have made good here, would dislike being
returned to former caste under Japenese domination
of 7egt Coast.-~This impressed the business people,
other le ders in town--they always quote him.

fair

Has pressure from the Bishop urging active support
for return of Japanese-imericans., ants to help
in any way he can'.

Yorking with Japanese-imerican ffAff to manage
hie farm, while he's been away.

"

fair




Mr Barl 7. larson
lacer Jr. College
wuburn, Calir,

alter 7illiams
acifric Telepchone Co.
\uburn, Calif.

Ernie Beckett
Beagkett "ruit Co.
enryn, Galif,

Royal Wellington

wD 60
Suburn, Calif,

Vrs Dunnevitz
\wubum, Calif,

Unfavorable

Jharles De
valifornia
Auburn, Calif,

John Livinzeton
Placer Land Co.
Auburn, Calif.

fmmy ‘ou Miller
ratey Jane tShop
auburn, California
C8ce Califormia <ree-
servation Ass'n

Vendel ‘obie, Nember
Stete Forestry Bd.
wburn Lumber Go,

iirs Deth Lukens
‘hm, Local Red Cross
Auburan, Calif,

7ine attitude, expresses himself in the loeal
press--no one in town knows him however, have
arranged to eall on hin, and Franeis Latimer
will too.

‘alr--aepetially inter d in 0 legl gla-

: 81
bk WA

Mochanie, furmer mad meer, clains won
the International foad fece in Indianavolis
in 1937-=0rin Lowell claims this story was

gooked un" o=

Power behind the throne and brains of the
Yresorve tion Associntione-yuns real cstate
of fice~-prote principles smnd program of Pree
servation Asmociation -has theories on Ori-
ental 8y 1s respected as 2 "town fethory/dd/

lakes orders from two mentioned above, comes
from poverty-stricien fanily, unable to com-
pete Wtth Japanese~-claims they were driven
out of business by them, is intelligent, dige
liked comp oti tion of Japenese- merican school
children~-en joye recognition she i: roeceiving,
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American Council on Race Relations

32 West Randolph Street » Chicago 1, Illinois

- May L, 1945

Dear Friend:

Several weeks ago we sent you an'announcement about the
Summer Institute on Race Relations and Community Organi-
zation, sponsored jointly by the American Council on Race
Relations and the University of Chicago. Because of the
late distribution of this announcement, the registration
date, originally announced as May 1, has been extended to
May 19.

Although initial registrations have been most encouraging
and indicate attendance at the Institute from all parts of
the country, there are still approximately ten vacancies
for persons who are actually connected with action programs
in the field of race relations.

For your further information, we are attaching a tentative
outline of the Institute program, as well as a list of ex-
perts who are being invited to participate,

Very truly yours,
,4(,;»“'\“'\\
() L0
£
A. A, Liveright
Executive Director

Attachment




PROGRAM FOR INSTITUTE ON RACZ REIATIONS AND COMMUNITY ORGANIZATION
June 18 ~ 29, 1945

Monday, June 18:

2 -5 p.m. (1) Introductory Statement on the Organization of the Insti-
- tuteand the Programe: o % vy s fece s ¢« o rLoWLE NIt

(2) The State of Race Relations in the American Scene. . . .
el wnm e e D e e ol e e m L e sk e BAVERAEIY

Dinner followed by introduction of the participants 4in the
Institute and expression by each participant of what he hopes
to get out of the Institute.

uesday, dJune 19:

2 - 5 p.m. 3 melovment and Industri Relations., . ‘red N y

1 C C:

7:30. panis

Wednesday, June 20:

2 -5 p.m. & 5y MR UL S RS SR Al . « Frank Horne

suppiemeinted by Robert Weaver and Robert Taylor.

o

. . @

1:30 p.m, Discussion of housing by above panel and members of the
Institute.

Thursday, June 21:

2 - 5 p.m. PG i BrotenEon, L R S et s s ainat I T e s THE L i M T etibe 2
Edward C. Jandy, Wayne University; Harry Walker.

e 30 peme Discussion of protection by above panel and members of the
Institute.

Friday, June 22:

2 -5 p.m, (6) Public Services: Health. . « « « « « « Dr. Julian Lewis;

Dr. Robert Bloch, University of Chicago; Alexander
Ropchan, Council of 5ccizl Agencies, Chicago.

Punlic Servicess  Heurealil Ol 10 e s e s 0 arRODINSON,
Office of Cowmuniwy Wazr Services.

Public Services: Welfare SO e e o SR e
University of Chicago: Tayne Melillien, Universit;
Chicago; Howard Bussel American Public W

Associstion

7:30 p.m, Discussion of public services b, 23bove parel and memders of tha
M . b
Institute.




Saturday, June 23:

9£30 a,me =
12:00 noon

2 - L4 p.m.

Sunday, June 2L:

FREE

Monday, June 25:

9:30 a.m, -
12:00 noon

7:30 p.m.

Tuesday, June 26

2 - 5 p.m,

7430 p.m.

Wednesday, June 27:

9:30 a.m. =
12:00 noon

Thursday, June 28:

2 _Sp'mc

7:30 P.Mmsy

Friday, June 29:

STY ' Bducatdon,: vice v ia's i 9a e lece wrimiadehibisey Daviss
Robert Havighurst; Frank McCulloch Mullpnbach Institute.

Discussion of education by above panel and members of the
Institute.

(8) Neighborhood and Community Organization. . .Saul Alinsky,
Industrial Areas Foundation; Horace Cayton, Parkway Community
House; Lea Taylor, Chicago Commons; Curtis Reese, Abraham
Lincoln Center; Samuel Kincheloe, Chicago Theological Seminary;
Claude Williams, Detroit.

Discussion on neighborhood and community organization by above
panel and members of the Institute.

(9) Public Relations. . . Alfred McClung Lee,
Wayne University; Robert Lasch, Chicago Sun; Leo Lerner,
Uptown Newspapers; Richard Finnegan, Chicago Times; June Blythe.

. . - . . . e

Discussion on public relations by above panel and members of
the Institute.

(10) Federal Agency Policy and Demobilization. . Donald Young,
Social Science Research Council; Will 0O'Niell, Veterans
Bureau, Chicago Sun; Arthur Hillman, Office of Community War
Services; Henry McCarthy, Social Security Board; William
Spencer, War Manpower Commission.

Discussion (afternoon)

(11) Next Steps in Organization and Program of Official
Committees. « o+ « + « ¢« . . . Louis Wirth,and A. A. Liveright

Discussion of specific plans by Institute participants.

(12) Next Steps for Unofficial Committees and Neighborhood
Organizations « s+ + « « 4 « . Louis Wirth and A. A. Liveright

Discusssion and analysis of various community programs.
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Mr, He Wo Duerr, Director
Monterey County Welfare Department
Salinag, Califomia

Dear Mr. Duerr:

I was sorry that we did not have more time to discuss the problem
which you mentioned to me at Wheeler Hall the other day.

I propose to discuss your problem further with Mrs. Kingman, of the
Committee on American Prineiples and Fair Play, and I am also com-
municating with Mrs. Dwight Morrow, of Carmel, in the hope that they
may be able to be helpful to you.

think your first job in a situation of this kind is quietly to deter-
mine what forces there are in the Salinas community who have a point
of view similar to your own. Perhaps when this has been done, a small
private meeting could be held at someone's home where the matter could
be discusesed more fully and where decisions as to ways and means could
be reached.

Under separate cover I am sending you some of the literature that
has been developed in connection with the return of the Japanese to
California. If you need additional copies, or additional material,

plesage let me know.

To summerize, we have found from experience that even in communities
where the sentiment is most rabidly anti-Japanese, for example in Hood
River, Oregon, there are, nevertheless, a large number of people who
feel differently, and the first step towards effective handling of the
problem is to get these people into some form of organization. The next
step is to ascertain carefully the facts of the situation. A quiet

and persistent building of the case for the civil liberties of all
people and a careful presentation of well-estsblished facts are, after
all, the weapons that prove most effective in combdting hysteria and

pre judice.

Please commnicate with us in the event that you feel we cen be of further
assietance. We shall be glad to help you in any way we can.

We all recognize the delicacy of your position and know something of how
lonely one can be in your situation.

Yith best personal wisghes, I am,
Sincerely yours,

Laurenee I. Hewes,
LIH:DH Regional Director
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COMMUNITY CHESTS AND COUNCILS, INC.
155 East 44 Street
New York 17, N. Y.

August 14, 1945

¥ir. Laurence 1. Hewes, Jr.

Regional Director

The American Counecil on Race Relations
Room 202

988 Market Street

San Francisco 2, Califomia

Dear My, Hewes:

We are in receipt of your letter of August 6 in regard to our article
"Roots for the Uprooted," appearing in the June 1iasue of COMMUNITY.

We found of great interest your comments about the present situation
on the West Cosst inm regard to the resettlement of Japanese Americans.

Since publication of our article in COMMUNITY, we have had a number

of reactions from various parts of the country about the WRA program.

We also heard from the Council of Soeial Agencies in Vakland substan-
tiating your point of view in regard to-the poor timing of the forced
evacuation from relocation centers in view of the serious housing shortage.

The American War-Community Services has called this situation %o the
attention of the National Soeciel Work Coumeil asking that a meeting of
public and private national health and welfare organizations be called
in the near future to discuss the housing problem as it relates to the
WRA policy. We are forwarding to the National Soeial Work Counecil a
ecopy of your letter to strengthen the request for this meeting.

You will be interested to know that we are eiting very briefly your

point of view on the relocation problem as 1t affects the West Coast
in the HOPPER section of our monthly publication COMMUNITY. This is
being presented along with reactions from other communities on this

important question. We are also passing along all of the reactions

whieh we have received in this office to the WRA in Washington.

We appreciate your advising us of this situation and hope that you
will keep us informed of develorments.

Sincerely yours,

(SIGNED) Violet M. Sieder
Violet M. Sieder
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November 24, 1945

SUBJECYT: Californis Federation of Inter-group Agencles
T0: Mr. As As Liveright

FROM : Davis Me¥ntire

This 18 to report to you on the results of & conference on ¥Yednesday,

November 21, with Dr. Ulyss S. Mitchell, nstional vice president and western
executive director of the National Conference of Christians and Jews, members
of his staff, snd Mrs. Ruth Kingman, representing the orgenizing committee

for the California Federetion of Inter-group sgencies. Dr. ¥Mitchell requested
the conference for the purpose of discussing the proposed Federation in

advence of his departure to attend a meeting of his national board of directors
i{n New York. I represented the Couneil in the abgence of laurence Hewes.

A copy of this memorandum is being forwarded to Dr. Mitchell in New York, and
he plans to stop in Chicago and d1iscuss the metter with you sbout December 10.

After discussion of the background and purposes of the proposed Federation,
Dr. ¥itchell expressed doubt of the wisdom of setting up a new organization,
which he termed & "fifth wheel,” for the purposes intended. FHe proposed ine-
gtesd that the American Council on Race Relations and the National Conference
of Christians end Jews jointly offer their fecilities to the civie unity
councils and other interracial and inter-faith groupe in the state, or prefer-
ably on the whole Pacific coast. As machinery for doing this, Dr. Mitchell
suggested the ereation of 2 Commi ssion on Civie Orgaenization, or an equivalent
structure, to which local organizetions would be {nvited to affiliste. The
Commiseion would consist of a number of persons to be determined, approximstely
helf of whom would be appointed by the ACRR and the NCCJT and the remainder
elected by the affilieted organizations. The ACRR and the NCCJ would then
provide services through the Commission, the former to work primarily in the
sction field and the latter in:the f£ield of education. Both regional and
lo¢al resources of the NC3ZJ (local roundtables) would be at the disposal of
the Commission, Dr. ¥itchell stated. The Commiesion would ve able to act in
{ts own name, independent of either the ACRR or the NCCJ.

Dr. Mitchell's proposal, it seems to me, has some definite merits from the
gtandpoint of coordinating the work of the ACHR and the NCCJ, and elso in
expanding the personnel resources available to the state-wide organization.
However, although the background of the proposed Federstion was discussed at
gsome length, I believe thet Dr. ¥itehell may possibly be overestimating the
role of the ACRR. I pointed out, as did Mrs., Kingman, thet the proposed
federation of Inter-group igencies was in no way a ereation of the American
council on Race Relations; that it hed originated at the Sacramento conference
of eivie unity councils and was developing independently under the guidance
of the temporary orgenizing committee, and that the American Couneil had been
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brought into the plams at a rather late date and had agreed to provide
certain services to the Federation. Hence, the Council operates as a
consultent and servant to the Federation, but in mo way will it comtrol
the latter's policies. I also deseribed the understanding which exists
with respect to aid from the foundatioms.

In the light of these facts I stated that a decision on a different kind

of structure, as proposed by Dr. Mitheell, would require the comnsent not
primarily of the American Couneil on Race Relations, but of (1) the
temporary organizing committee; (2) the verious local groups which initiated
the FTederstion at their Sacramento meeting; and (2) the foundations. I
gtated my own view thet the Couneil would have to be guided by response

of the aforementioned interests, who were the omes responsible for the
setting up of the Federation and to whom the Counecil stands in a service
relationship. Unfortunately, Mrs. Kingman hed to leave the conference for
another appointment before Dr. Witchell had fully brought out his propossal,
and hence she d4id not express an opinion about it.

iAs indicated, Dr. ¥Mitchell plems to discuss the subject with you personally,
end, no doubt, further conferences will ensue following his return to Sean
Franciseco. The matter will be brought to the attention of Mr. Hewes immediately
upon his retumm.

Davis ¥MecEntire
Dr. Ulyses S. Hitchell
Fotel Meilpin, H.Y.C.
¥rg. Buth Kingman

Ruth: I have reported your and Galen Fisher's attitude in an attached

confidential note to Iiveright.&%i%i<f;v2ii/
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FOR_IMMEDIATE RELEASE

A dangerous drift away from democratic practices as they affect minority,

racial, religious, end nationality groups in the United States and particularly
in California, will be discussed by the board of directors of the California
Council for Civiec Unity when its members meet at Asilomar, Monterey County, on
March 16 and 17.

Recognition of an increase in postwar raciel tensions and an emergence
of inflemmatory organizations and publications, has drawn together prominent
civie, educational, labor, and religious leaders from all parts of the state
to give careful consideration to the following subjects:

1. The enforcement of non-discriminatory practices in the state

educational system,

The introduction of specific programs of educeation for
tolerance in the public school system,

A comparison of the policies of individual churches in various
communities in the state with the recently established non-
segregation policy of the Federal Council of Churches, as
announced in Columbus, Ohio,

The alleged practice of segregation and segregatory devices in
public end publicly financed privete housing,

A clerification of the state and federal judiciary on the
matter of race restrictive real estate covenants, and

6. Development of a feir employment practices program.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Louis Adamic - Mary McLeod Bethune - Homer S. Brown - Pearl S. Buck - Ralph J. Bunche - Lt. Col.. Charles Dollard - Marion Edman
Edwin R. Embree - Marshall Field - Ernesto Galarza - Lloyd K. Garrison - Lester B. Granger - Most Rev. Francis J. Haas - Augustus Hawkins
Charles S. Johnson - James G. Patton - P. L. Prattis - Robert Redfield - Leonard M. Rieser - Abraham Rubin - Bishop William Scarlett
Sara E. Southall - R. J. Thomas - Channing H. Tobias - Willard S. Townsend - Walter Wanger - Louis Weiss - Walter White - Richard Wright

Donald Young oo
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It is expected that a clearcut but broad policy of tolerance will be

recommended to member organizations of the statewide council, which can in turn

be expected to adopt strong locel policies pertinent to their own specific

problems.

The conference will also cover the business of electing of ficers of the
board, as well as other matters of organizational business. Southern Calif-
ornia members of the board of directors of the California Council for Civie
Unity are Robert E. Brown, Jr., formerly Southern California representative
to the President's Committee on Fair Employment Practices; Jay D. Conner,
Assistant Superintendent of Schools, San Diegoj; Williem Cummings, editor of
Now Magazine; Mrs. Marguerite de la Vega, Los Angeles County Tuberculosis and
Health Association; Los Angeles; Colonel Henry A. Finch of Pasadena; Dr. San-
ford Goldner, Research Director for CIO Council, Los Angeles; Joseph Levine,
Rabbl, Santa Ana; Father James Nevin, Harbor Council for Civic Unity, San
Pedro; and Donald Culross Peattie, author, Senta Barbara.

Those .elected from Northern California are Fugene Block, Joewish Survey,
B'Nal, B'Rith, Sen Franciscoj; Williem Enomoto, JACL, San Fruncisco; Dr. Buell
Gallagher, Pacific School of Religion, Berkeley; Mrs. Ruby Heide, CIO Council,
Oakland; Joseph Jemes, President, San Francisco Chapter of NAACP, San
Francisco; Mrs, Ruth W. Kingman, formerly Executive Secretary of Pacific Coast
Committee on American Principles and Fair Pley, Berkeley; BEdwin E. Krapf,
Pastor of Methodist Church, Sen Luis Obispo; Mrs. Marjorie Pitman, Council for
Civic Unity, Sen Jose; W. Byron Rumford, Berkeley Interracial Committee;

Berkeley; and Miss Annie Clo Watson, International Institute, San Francisco.




