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l. Dorothy on Lastern Defense Command

borothy said that she had a difficult time with an oifiecial
from the Easterm Defense Command, who is an old friend of hers.
lie seemed to be convinced that Japanese were potentially dan-
gerous. .If they were not actually disloyal at the time of
evacuation, they ought to be after the way they were treated.
He did not seem to distinguish clearly between al ien Japanese
and Nisei. That his bias was anti-Japanese and mot anti-Ori-
ental was indicated by the fact that he thought that the Chi-
nese were a wonderful people. The Lastern Lefense Command L%
evidently thinking of followinzg the example of the Western
Defense Command to exclude certain Japanese from the eastern
coast, This officer practically has not seen a Jaranese be-
fore except at Geneva and recently at Tule Lake., Dorothy ssid
that she did what she could to correct some ¢f the wrong im-
pressions that he had, and W.I. pitched in, too. But she
doubts that she was able to make much of a dent in him. 3Zvi.
dently he is just as rrejudiced as DeWitt, if not more so.
The sad part of the whole thing is that one ageney does its
best to throw all of the inmates of the relocation centers
out, while one division of the War Department atterpts to
restrict the movements of some of them. It doesn't make much
sense, especially when the war in Burope is abeut to be ended.
(That's what & lot of people exvect, anyway., )

2. Grace Imsmoto on Pecople in Camp

Grace Imamoto dropped in to see Lorothy today about stu-
dents getting out of raying the non-resident fee by having
their parente sign s statement to the effect that they plan
to return to California. Both Lorothy and I believe that the
rarents shouwld be willing to commit themselves to this extent
on paper ior the sake of their children.

Grace is about 25 and is an asctive Christian., Her m rents
were Jaranese school teachers in Nerwalk, Celifornia, more
educated andx cultured than the average Issei family. Her
father spoke ling!lish fairly well and attended the University
of Cali fornia. He is a gsoft-gpoken and impractical cort of
rerecn. There are about four girls in the family. One of
them is merried, and the others are still going to school in
various parts of the country. Grace was taking courses in
education before the war, doing housework as she went to U,C.
ohe did not seem to do especially well in school, although
she seemed to be adjusted in terms of association with others,

Grace left camp (Rohwer) early to finish her education.
Now she wants to do graduate work in scial work, dnce it is
desirable to have graduste training to go into this field.
She seemed quite confident of her rlans for the future in
thie line of work. She fkxmx said that her parents thought
that it was about time for her to go on with the more prac-
tical aspects of life and get a Jjob. But she wants to get
all the training that she can. Someone in “hittier evidently
has given her an offer of some sort of assistance, and she
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waghhinking of possibly attending U,.S.C.

Concerning her father and veople in camp, she had a Kuni-
tanish peint of view:

"I told my father to teach Japanese for the Government.
He's received lots of gocd offers in teaching Japanese. He
refused to consider them, saying that he was interned for
teaching Japanese. I can't understand it., I thought thought
my father was broad minded. He speaks English and went to
U.C. He's afraid that he's going to get beaten up if he ac-
cepts work of that sort. All the reople in camp are like
that--they're afraid. NMich Kunitani was furious when he heard
that. He said that if my father were working for the Govern-
ment, he could send me to school instead of someone else.
It's a funny thing because my father said that he didn't
intend to return to Japan when he was released from interne-
ment camp. I told him that if he worked for the Go vernment
he would have a chance to get his citizenship, but he doesn't
believe me. He doesn't want to come out, but I told him that
he'd have to cooperate with me. He's impractical. He says
that he wants to do domestic work if he's going to have to
come out. He things that he ought to Leave by July if the
center is going to close."

borothy asked her what would happen if the Govemn ment
changed its mind. Her reply was: "Some people said, 'For
goodness sake, tell your marents to come out before thex
Government changes its mind.'"™ That they meant was that
they should come out befae the Govermnment decided not to
let them cut. What Dorothy was thinking of was that her
Tfather might want to stay if the Government decided to let
them stay longer.

We discussed WRA grants, and Grace did not seem to eare
. too much whether she received her grant or not. Dorothy

said that sheg@ould get as much as she could from the WRA,
and may have shocked her a little bit. After all, she is
a good Christian girl.

3. George Ura on Chicken Dinner

Received a card from George Ura, giving me more informa-
tion on where to get a chicken dinner. The only trouble with
this note was that he didn't say how much the chicken din-
ner would cost.

COPY

¥ar 30th
lly dear

Mir. James S& oda
I have for-gotten one good rlace for real good chicken
dinner. When you have spare time go to "0ld South" restaurant
on knd of Ashby st., Last end near Tunnel Rd. This is mighty
good pk ce for chicken and Turkey.

George S, Ura
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4. Community Anal ysis Section on Housing in Berkeley

Dorothy today pointed out a section in the Weekly Summary
¢l the Communitly Analysis Section, March 4 - 10, 1945, # 12,
which stated that housing in Berkeley was not too bad. She
thought that the Community Analysis Section was mistaken in
making such a report, which in turn was attributed to evacuee
sources. axcept for housing in exchange for domestie work,
neither the WhA nor the Inter-racial Committee has anythihg
to oifer at the moment, The paragraph read:

"Ex-Berkeley residents at lfopaz held a meeting to discuss
their mutual problems and to listen to ascout report on their
home town. In general, his rerort as well asletters written
from other evacuees in Berkeley are extremely fTavorable -
even housing is not quite as bad as elsewhere, although still
bad. A "hospitd ity group" there has been helpful in finding
temporary quarters at least. At the meeting evacuees tal ked
of establishing a Co-op for the Jaypanese who would return to
Berkeley, mainly to handle Japanese products. There was some
doubt about the feasibili ty of forming one in Berkeley, althagh
all felt there was a need for it." (p. 4.)
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2. Interracial Committee lieeting

Last night lMrs. Macfarlane took me to the Interracial
Committee meeting. The committee had been organized by Lr.
Tolman. ¥rs. Brunswick picked us up in her car, an arrange-
ment that had been made to conserve gasoline. The most sur-
prising was how a pocr driver like ¥rs. Brunswick was able
to drive without becoming involved in a wreck.

I was surprised to learn that the committee was comprised
of a large number. There were probably about 150 in atten-
dance, about every third or fourth person a Negro. Part of
this probably was due to the fact that the meeting was held
in the Community Church in Sax th Berkeley in the legro dis-
trict, if one could call it that. A arge number of those
present were women. There were a number of college yrrofes-
sors and students. From the tone of the statements made by
one or two, there were representutives from the labor group
and those who believed in the idea of a class struggle.

liost of the active work evidently was done in sub-com-
mittees, the names emd activities of which indicated some
of the work being done by this committee. The problems of
two minority groups seemed to occupy the major part of the
energy of the committee--the Japanese and the Negpves. A
committee on Japandse-/merican resettlement, headed by an
energetic woman named Stanslowski, has been aid ng returning
evacuees to find housing and jobs. Most of the jobs have
been domestic work, and most of the housing offers have been
tnose in exchange for domestic work. A Discrimination Com-
mittee, headed by liiss Lila Anderson, reported that the (
disorimination against Nisel employees in a candwich has A ¥
been settled. 2 real estate case was still pending.' She
also mentioned another case. A Legal Committee, headed by
an able liegro, reported on the progress on the discrimina-
tion against Negroes on the Key System. The matter was taken
to the Fair Xmployment Practices Committee, and hope for a
favorable settlement was expressed. The discussion of a
state Fair Employment Practices bill in the state legisla-
ture was announced, and cards and telegrmms were made avail-
able to those present to request their local representative
to act favorably on the bill. An Education Committee set
up a library in the church to lend out books to members.

The chairman was Dave McIntyre. According to lrs. kac-
farlane, the nominat ion committee had selected a Negro for
the second chairman, but the Negroes themselves preferred
to have Mclntyre. After reports frgy the various committees,
the main speaker for the evening, V o1 (oow, , , who
spoke on the fallacy of the classificstion of races. He
had been asked to testify in court that a particular tenant
was a liegro, and after taking one look at him the speaker
said that no one could prdve that he was a Negro. Then he
went on to explain the origin of race clmassification. It
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wae not until =fkmxxkhm about the 17th century that people
began to think definitely in terms of different¢ races. Two
groups, the Negroes and the MWongolian, were given definite
race characteristics, instead of conceiving of race as a
range of various characteristies. In order to apply one
name to those living in kurope it was necessary to allow a
great deal of variation xikkximxthe in the racial charac-
teristies within the group. He went on to explain that
present day racial classification was largely a matter of
prejudice and not scientific at all. He thought that very
little could be done to wipe out the prejudice of adults
and of children who were brought up by them. It could not
be eliminated unless a social system like that of Russia,
where class distinction was not allowed, was set up. Ile
also attributed prejudice largely to economic competition
between groups.

After the meeting many of the members stood around talk-
ing with each other. I went up to Wiss Anderson to say
"hello." I was introduced by Mrs. Macfarlane to ¥rs. Stan-
silowski, and when I said that I was looking for an amt-
ment, she said that they were difficult to find, but would
see what she could do. I saw Tultle, who introduced me to
Sachi Matsumoto., I asked Tuttle about my check, and he
merely saild that he didn't know anything about it. I told
him about the discrimination that I had run into, and he
merely said that something should be done about it. I saw
Dr. Iriki present with amother Japanese, and I nodded to
him. I didn't get a chance to speak with him. I also
talked with Jane Davis.

I forgot to mention but Mrs. Stansilowski estimated that
thhere were 40 or 50 im evacuees in Berkeley. Tuttle was
- asked to give his figure, and he said that there were pro-
bably 150 in the whole East Bay. I'll eat my hat if there
are that many back in this area.

3. Ruth Hayashi

I ran into Ruth Hayashi helping a Chinese girl majoring
in architecture to sketch a part of the building. I stopped
to talk with her for a few moments. She wants to become a
librarian, but is afraid that she might find difficulty get-
ting a job in that field. ©She is wondering whether she
gshouldn't go into social work,

4, Stugx_Publicaticn Plans

Lorothy has been working on a colonel from the KEastern
Lefense Command who is supposed to be a good friemd from way
back. ©She says that she has never met a person who was so
prejudiced against Japanese. He and a major came in to dis-
cuss matters with her. She didn't want to see them because
she felt that they would be hopeless--anything that she told
them about Japanese would have no effect. Today Lorothy
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(Kanpnids

called in the staff on hand--Rosalie, Cuwfiess and myself--
to ask our advice. Ohe said that these two men came and
she got nowhere., They asked to see some of her case his-
tories. Charlids cases were onthe table, and she told them
to pick up one. Both of them fortunately grabbed case his-
tories of single females. They were surprised to learn
that Nisei could be so Americanized and so human. They
kept saying: "Say, listen to this one," to each other,
They were favorably impressed with Dorothy's thesis that
Issei and liisei were no more dangerous than any other group
and that there was no necessity for further exelusion from
the East or West Coast. "hen they went away they said that
they had been "indoctrinated."

Dorothy had given some thought to plans of publication.
She had it figured out that by and large it was best to
publish the whole thing as a series after the war, possibly
in two years. There was a great deal of pressure from Mor-
ton to publish his thesis on the actibtivities of the West
Coast pressure groups at the time evacuation, but she was
ggainst publishing matters which were political in nature
which would incur the wrath of a large number of people and
damage the reputation of the Study. The material would not
be suppressed, but it would have to appear as a part of a
larger study of the whole evacuation process., Using that
material for the purpose of social action, she thought,
could not be considered at the moment.

However, the effeet of the case histories on the two
stubborn Army men had started her thinking. She was wonder-
ing whether or not gselected case histories, which were to be
published later as one of the series of monograrhs, could
not be presented first as soon as possible. It would help
to make lisel understandable as individuals, where academic
discussions would not succeed. Dorothy was willing toc con-
gider this aspect along with the professional question of
the right time and method of presentation of the material.
She had expected to present a comprehensive intppductory,amx
volume, in which she would draw on all available data and
state whatever conclusion she has arrived at. If the case
histories were to be published first, an introductory sec-
tion outlining the sters of the evasuation and resettlement
process and reference to other volumes to be pubiished would
be necesszary, Otherwise, the publication plans would not
be upset a great deal by this change. What she was thinking
of was not political propaganda, but sociological influence, [/ ﬁg
At any rate, she has shown herself to be soeisl-minded. All FJM{’
of us agreed that it was a good t=mss idea. OCusness wondered =
whether or not a complete history of evacuation could not '
be presented at the same time to avoid the impression that
the Study was represented by a mere collection of case his-
tories. But Dorothy maintained that the whole history, which
belonged in the comprehensive volume, could not be published
at this moment, The Study is finally breaking out its ivory
tower.
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Pergsonal T was glad to hear that Lorothy considered
publ ishing the case histories first. I have had doubts in
my low moments whether all the effort that was being put
into the study, aside from a scientifiec value, would do any
good for Japanese in America as a whéle. I felt this most
when it was necessary to record protest against the draft,
attachment to Japan, and the like. As an observer I had
to be honest. On the other hand, as a member of the group
I was touching on & subject which was often considered to
a sort of a taboo to reveal publicly. On the other hand,
at the time of registration many people indicated zx offi-
cially their stand by answering "no" to Question 28. Also,
thhe amount of ignorance of facte about the Japanese, such
as the difference between Issei and Nisei, and the common
assumption that some Japanese were disloyal gave room to
the Study to increase understand ing through an honest study.
It shall be a pleasure to point out to my friends that the
case histories are being publ ished first.
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1. Buying & Divan

Hattie took the day off from school to shop for some=
thing to sleep on. Dorothy, Johnnie, Mrs. ¥Wilson and others
have been telling us how expensive furniture is, We were
advised to look in the newspaper for secondhand divans, or
to get mmRiwkwdkt unfinished furniture, and the like, 1In
the morning Hattie went to some of the secondhend places
that were suggested to her, and she said that she could find
nothing that she wanted--much less something to sleep on.

I took the afternoon off to shop around for & diven., Pirst
we went to Rre Gorman's, where they showed us 2 new one,
priced around $80, We went to Sears in Oakland-=nothing
that we wanted, By this time we had given up considering
even seeing a ressonable secondhand one, We took time off
to find a place to eat chop suei, which I wanted to eat, but
finally ended up by eating hot tamale. Then we made the
rounds of the furniture stores in Oaklend, In the second
gtore that we went to we were shown a divean which Hattie

liked very much, It8 good features were:

le Price~-569,50

£, Construction~~coil springs, no arm rest.

3. Color and design-~Cream, blue and orange stripes,
modernistic, informal,

At the other places most of the divens were $80 or %90 or
more, There were some for $b9, but the construction was
very poor and had what was called "sagging springs.” There
were some divens for about {80 of good construction, hut
they looked formal end old-fashion. So we finally ceme back
to the second store, and bought the divan for 269.50,

We also looked for a suitable kitchen table. We looked
at tables both unfinished and finished, but the best bare
gains were sold out. They were a table and four chairs,
finished, for $13 and something. We were satisfied, how-
ever, with what we got, Hattie was surprised that she was

ab%e to get something that she liked at = relatively low
PI1CE,

irs, Walker comnented that it was very expensive, and

advised us to ssve as much money as possible., Others com-
mented on the expensiveness of the furniture sold these days,
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l. Rent at Macfarlane's

Since Fattie and I had decidéd to move out on Monday,
I went upstairs to settle the rent with irs, Macfarlane,
When we came she said that if we cared to we could work
about an hour a day for our room, but we decided that we
would orefer to pay rent, We hadn't decided upon the
amount of the rent, and Hattie thought we would have to pay
about $20 or even more because the room was furnished., When
I approsched Mrs. Macfarlane on the matter, she said that
she would be happy if we paid only for the utilities and she
knew that she wasn't losing anything., She said that ¥56 wounld
more than cover any expenses that were involved, I knew
that this wasn't true because she had bought a hotplate, some
chairs, and had gone to some trouble to furnish her study for
two to live in, She said thet it was nice having us stay
with them, and seid that her mother especlally would miss
us, I said that it was very nice staying with them, and that
we had been able to get & good chance ad justing ourselves in
Berkeley. I offered to pag her $10, although this would not
really cover the rent for the room 2nd all, She said that
$6 was sufficient, I insisted, In haggling over a matter
of this sort a Japasnese--even a Nisei-~has an advantage over
an American because he's used to it, lirs. w«scferlane and
lrs. Valker certainly have been nice to us.
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l. Moving into New Apartment

Yesterday I spent the afternoon at the new gartment,
getting it ready for occupsney. I tore up the divan that

was left therg and salvaged what material I could, I was
surprised to find that thére were no springs used Whatsoe

ever, thet there were only two slats, a very light canvas,
and some cotton underneath the cover, The lumber was also
of a very poor grade., It must be one of the first makes

%urne% out after the war began and metsal became difficult
0 ZET,

I borrowed a University car to transport the things
that we had, and George Ssbagh helped me. Dorothy said that

she was justified in letting me use the University car for
moving purposes because if the government had not moved us,
the Study would have xk had to. It took three trips to trange-
port the many boxes that we had,

£+ Tuttle on Resettlement

Tuttle came around today., He said that he reported
thet there were probably 150 in the East Bay, and asked
Dorothy whether this was a good estimate or nots Dorothy
8aid that it seemed & little high to her, Tuttle ssid that
the WRA wouldn¥t know of most of the returnihg evacuees be-
cause most of them were coming from resetiled areas 1ike

Denver,

3« Tuttle on Camera Porms and Check

Tuttle said that he hed forms which I was to fill out
to get my camera in Glendale back again, Dorothy then asked;

"What abount his check?"

We've been asking Tuttle that for a long time now. He said
that he didn't know,

4, Tuttle on Hostel Aid

WRA has released a administrastive instruction stating

that hostels can be provided with equipment from the gcenter,
Dorothy showed him her copy, &and "uftle read it with interest,

stating that he hadn't seen it ¥Et. He remarked to me later
that he thought this was going to mean that all of the residents

in the centers could be scattered throughout the country in
hostels, I pointed out to him that money was necessary, too,
in setting up hostels. Furnishing ecuipment is only a drop
in the bucket, It's funny that the WRA can't be more realis-
tic about the problems facing evacuees.

5, Tuttle on Matsumotos

I asked Tuttle how the Matsumotos were getiing along,
He said that a funny thing had hap-ened, An ad had been put
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in the paper asking for room and board for four in exchange
for domestic work. One of the four expected to be drafted
soon, But they received no reply. In another town, Tuttle{
said, there were twenty offers to a similar ad in the town
paper, Therefore the number in the family does not neces-
sarily account for the lack of response. It was mentioned
in the paper that the fanily was a Japanese-American familyl

6. Tuttle on Shibatas

- The Shibatas refturned to Haywsrd to continue their nur-
sery work, and brought back with them & skeleton .erew of 6,
All of the thirty or so Caucesian and Pilipino workers quit
in a body, and the Shibatas are need of more workers,
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l. Tuttle on Check for Relocation Grant

Tuttle called up and said that the project had.sent him
him word that it had sent out our check for $50 already, and

thet he was able to locate it in San Prancisco, He said that
it would be sent to him, and that hewxx would bring it over

himself, Dorothy wented to know what he should waste his own
and our time only to bring over a check when he could send it

Just as well.

2+ Hattie at School

Hattie was out of school for several days because of
having to move. The students, who have dwindled down from
about 15 to about half that number, said that they missed
her, even though she didn't know any of them. The teachers
said that they missed her, too., Only one Chinese girl re-
fused to have anything to do with her,

3. Macfarlanes' Thouchtfulness

Mrs, Macfarlane and her mother dropped in on us suddenly,
They didn't know exactly Where we lived, but finally found
our apartment by asking up and down Grant Street, They brought
us a card snd several packa%es from George, Hattie's brother,
Hattie was afraid that her brother had been drafted. MUrs,
Macfarlene also brought along some pictures to hang on the
wall, TYor some reason she brought ue & picture by a Japauese,
and some picture of the campus done by Obata., I had an idea
that Hattie preferred not to have Jepanesy pictures up on the
wall, bat so far she has not voiced any opposition to thenm.
We had malted milk eand cake together,
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l, Mortimer's on Broken Toilet

Last weekend I had celled up Mortimer's to tell them
about the broken toilet, and had left my key for the plum-
ber to uses They hadn't done anything until today, =mx%
and so I called up to ask whether they had the key, The
lady in charge said that she remembered now that I had madé
the request, and sald that she had forgotten about it, By

the time I got home it was already fixeds I didn't want to
sound demanding, and I have gotten results, anyway.

2. Gardening with George

Yesterday I mentioned to George that I had a plot of
victory garden in the university nlot, He was interested
in it, and I said that we could work it together., I soaked
come S8eeds last night, and in the late afternoon George and
I went out to plant them, George didn't seem to know very
much about gardening, I have one season's experience, and
I can tell George how things are to be done, I think
we're going to have fun working on the garden together,

3. Galen Fisher on Myer

Galen Fisher dropped in to see Dorothy today, although
I was not around to see him, According to Dorothy1 he is
s

indignant at Myer's closure policy. Mrs, Xingman supposed

to be in Washington opposing Myer's program. Fisher has
suggested that evacuees who relocate be given bonus., Doro=

t thought that this would be unfair to those who could not
relocate, I agree that some means of enticing peonle out

should be taken.

4, JACL on Closure Program

Dorothy showed me & news item in the 3.7, Chronicle with
a Selt Lake City dateline, which stated that the JACL De=-
lieved that the all-center conference vroposals were "un=
realistie,” We both agreed that the JACL had gotten off on
the other side of the fence sgein, I mused that it made a
convenient scapegoat, It was blamed for the evacuntion, for
the draft restitution, and now they could be blamed for the
elosure progrems In view of the fact thet most of the friendly
groups are opposed to lyer's program the strond taken bY the
JACL seems awfully silly, Larry Tajiri didn't used to be
like that when he first began to edit the Pacific Citizen,

b WRA Statistics on Relocetion

Dorothy and I have watched with interest the rete of ree
location since the announcement of the liguidation program,
Until & little while ago the rate was only slightly above
last year's rate. The latest figure indicated € jump from
about 6500 to 666 per week. Actually the statistics are dif-
ficult to make out because mention is made of people assigned
to projects from assembly centers as only recently being
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added in to the total number who relocated. The peonle in

Tule Leke who were interned were added to 2 namber of different
columne, making the resulting figures difficult to inter-

prets The peak in reloeation should come between July and
September, when the peak usun’'ly comes =and when the schools

on the graject close and schools onqébe outside begin, At

some point when the relocatables arefrsdually taken out and

the more unrelocatebles remesin, the rate of relocstion should

start to fell, Minidoka's high rate of relocaition inz come
parison to other centers is sarprising,.
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l, Tuttle Brings Check

Tuttle brought the long-awaited check over this after=-
noon, I noticed that the check was made out on March 14,
when it was requested in February and we left on March 9.

It was received by Ross on March 19, It is strange that

I haven't received it sooner, because I sent a card to Ross
giving him my address and telling him that I want him to send
me anythin% due to hes I'm not sure, but I think what hap=-
pened was that Ross, not having pecelved the cheek, sent

the card over to the Oakland office, and Tuttle has been
running around in circles ever sinces There are three WRA
offices in San Franceisco all in different places, First the
regional (Pacific Coast) office hesded by Cozzens, which is
being abolished. According to Tuttle, the offices were made

geparate_and in different nlaces begcause Cozzens didn't
want to be bothered by evacunees coming in to see him., Then

there is an area office for Northern Cslifornia, There is
gtill another distriet office for kXkex® San Prancisco and

the surrounding area, Tuttle, by the way, has a new super-

visor over him now, I think he needs one. He offered to
teke me out to Hayward if he could.

£+ President's Death

I feel that I'm behind in my work, and was trying to get
a8 much done as possible, when the jJjanitor who speaks with
an accent came in end asked me if I heard the bad news. "The
president died., 4 fellow told me in the hall a few minutes
ago.," I didn't know what to thinks Certsinly the people
upstairs wouldn't know about it, I raced upstairs, snd Johnnie
and Mrs., Msgfarlane stopped their work, I asked them:

"Have you heard the latest rumor®"

I must have grinned because Johnnie accused me later of seeming
as though I was going to announce something pleasant, I said:

"The President dieds The jenitor just told me,"

Dorothy came in and wanted to know what the rumor was, 3She
told Mrs., Vilson to c¢all up the Qakland Tribune to find out
if the rumor were true or not., They all Thouzht it waus aw=
ful to lose the President at this time when the people of

the world were looking forward to his leadershipes The
telephone operator toid Hrs, Wilson that it was true that

the President had died., ©Someone else called up and mentioned
his death, Then W,I. called up Dorothy and wanted to know
whether she had heard that President Sproul hed died, His
neighbor had told him thst the °resident had died, and when
Wels a8ked whether it was President Sproul or not, the neigh=

bor £ g ' 8, st h bee
Bhoékg obggguggasﬁesgﬁgdtgggti}tw%as rggagtggdm%nougﬁvﬁavfng

President Roosexvelt die, The other two for a moment hoped
that it was Sproul rather than Roosevelt, they said. MUrs, .
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Wilson called up the operstor and lesrned that it was Pre-
gident Roosevelt that died.




Center Liguidation Frogram--
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1, Mom on Divan

Here I'fe been trying to educate Hattie into not buy~
" ing anything expensive, and look what happens., Hom sent

us $50 for sembetsu {foarewell gift) and for my birthday.

¥e were to be sure to buy a substantial couch, and not one
which broke down right away. Ve paid enough money for what
we bought, but it also happened to be mmong the cheaper
divans that we could find., Hattie liked it, but she wounld
probably have preferred a better one., You can see the
influence of her family bsckground there. Well, I should
be appreciatéve of the help, snywaye.

2+ Mrs. Erdshl on Jap Work

Gawrge Sabagh went into the Stat Lab today to get some
work done on & Japanese population statisties, Ilrs, ¥r-
dahl, the Jap hater, told him that she wasn't golng to do
anymore "Jap work," George went straight to Dorothy. D.S.
hit the ceiling, and went €@own to see her right away. She
gsaid she hadn't been so mad for a long times She told lMrs.
Erdahl that she wasn't going to stend for any nonsense about
not doing Jap work, Mrs. ¥Erdahl seid that she understood.
Dorothy also said that she didn't want her to label any~-
thing "Jap births,” as she had once done, Furthermore, she
would have s Japsnese American ascistant come in to =mmsk
direct her in some of the work to be done snd she expected
courtesy. She sald she understood.

She is the woman for whose benefit lorothy coined the
terms "sheep" and "goats" in her fule Leake statistics. She
is the one who greeted Faj, who returned in uniform, so
coldly as if he were the enemy.

According to Dorothy, Dr. Wellman was pleased to hear
that Hrs, Erdahl received a bawling=-out, -

Evidently her anti-~Japanese prejudice is deeply~rooted,
for she was later trying to tell Hrs, Wilson how bad Japa-
nese were, whether they were citizens or Americsn~educated.
She thought it was a mistake to let them study in American
institutions., B8he brought up stories of how dangerous they
WETE,

George seecmed soared by her belligerent attitude., I
wonder how she'll like my giving her directions,




J. 4/19/456 Thursday

1, lMrs, Kingman on Closure Policy

Dorothy came in today and said that she had had an
interesting conversation with lrs. Kingman of the Fgir Play
Committee. "The Fair Play Committee has consistently a
supporter of the WRA and Dillon S, Myer., 1In fact, she
says: 'We've been a stooge for the WRA.,' In the closing
of the center business WRA washed their hands of the hous=
ing problem, and told the Fair Play Committee that they
expected it to handle it, She has one parttime secretary
and no connections, ©She's also concerned with public rela-
tions., On the whole, the Committee has done a fairly good
Job=~they've worked very hard, I thought that efforts
could have been placed in other places, but I hand it to
them. ©She went to Washington and the housing sgeney. rfirst
they mskmitxtex told her that WRA must be a wonderful or-
ganization to have everything arranged so that everyone
could come back, She found out that the WRA had not even
checked with the housing people. She saw Fortas, who is
Myer's boss, He said that people will be able to come back,
She went back to housing and esked how long it would take
300 kmm families to get into San Francisco. They said that
if the families were naval personnel, it would still take thenm
at least a year. The result is she i8 now opposed to WRA.
Myer is out on the Coast agein, She told him that she wasn't
going to listen to the same thing that he fed the people in
camp, The Committee wasn't going to handle his program for
him, It's up to the WRA to be realistic, she said, Myer's
reply was that if ehe took that stand, a radical change
mey be necessary, It seems that he may resign. 5She is
writing a strong statement to Fortas, She told him that the
time to save face was over., The program should be modified
while there is time, She said she agreed with me, &nd I
asked her how she knew where I stood. She said that she
had lunch with Burling....FPortas is coming to the 5. F.
conference, He was just about a former student of mine,
Mrs, Kingman is so mad about the closing program that she
would even like to have iMyer resign, According to her, the
only chance to get housing is the War Department, but it
hasn't been apnroached yet., It would take three months to
manipulate and three months more before any housing would
be available....Myer pays no attention to people like Spicer,”

Comment The situation looks slightly hopeful., Cer-
tainly hope that more aid is forthcoming for evacuees,
even if it means lyer's resignation,
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Calvin to Jim

Dear Jim and Hattie===-

Long time--no write---so solly, nlease., (All kidding
aside, how are ny California dew-covered friends stttk doing??
Is that "rain which blowe over from Hevada" still bothering
you? My, my, these Californisns-~-alweys apologizing for
their lousy weather, Oh well, these native sons will never
learn that the best weather 18 in Idsho,., (Cough, cough)

(Did that come out of me???)

Are you Calikfornians msking yhe perfect 2d justnent on
the outside?? Plenty of Juicy things are happening in Mini-
doka, Jim--~how about considering a return to the sagebrush
existence?? (Well, you don't necd to be so emphatically
negat ive~=~just imegine how much help you would be to Father
Joe and Tom, Also Elmer and all the rest af the "asgitatora".)

Father Joe

At the present time~--Pather Joe and Elmer and Yoshi
are in Seattle stirring up trouble~~--trying to orient those
cussedly conservative pros to become active in our suppor t.
They will all return to Hunt about the end of this week--~
20 they'll probably give you all the facts about their
imprecssions in a letter to youse (The Perry Winkle influence).
They also were going to take in Spokane, Seattle, Kent, and
Portland on this ten-day trip---so all he---'m breaking loose
in Washington, and northern Oregon=--=I hope.

I wrote a letter to Bob Coombse, who is in the city by
the Golden Gate working for the Savoy Opera Company, that
you iblks were in Derkeley. I hope you will be able to see
each other soon---that is if you want to.

Kimball

Now about the gulet cemp existence, Nothing much ag=-
tually hanpens in HMinidoka---Dictator Stafford Just goes his
own way and the peonle reluctantly fdlow., To keep you up
with things here--~yesterday, we had a memorial service far
our late president, The services were held in the auvditorium
and rues: who f8 back in Minidoks=--=none other than Solon
Kimball. Yep=-=-he's herc to tend to "business"---what ever
that means, The thing that's wrong with that fellow is that
he's so "safe" all the time, Always trying to play both ends
with the net result that we, the people, don't gain anything.
How to get back to the services---3tafford, Kinball, Oyana,
Shoji, Clement (of the Catholic Church), etc. etc. t 00k paré
in the hour and thirty minute program, According to irs,
Okawa, the entire program wes well carried except far Oyama
vho go t off the subjeot and started to talk sbout Tokyo's
reiztian reactions, etec,~~=-petting way of the subject., Jim
and Hattie, you can Just about imagine,




President's Death

As I'm writing this letter---the radlo before me is blaring
forth with "memoriams” to the late president. I bet I can just
about repeat the president's whole life---about his goodness---
his humanitarianism, ete, ete, I bet if he knew how much trouble
and mourning he was golng to cause--<he would have walted until
after his fourth term before succumbing, By the way---are you
people democrats---oops, I'm sorry.

Graham

Now---about the worn-out Irrigator situation, Mister Graham
(the pro-Stafford cuss until the latter stabbed him in the back)
i1s in very hot water, Yep---the other day he had a "eivil service
hearing"” and you know what that means, Mr, Stafford apparently
called for this hearing because the sald culprit, John, mis-used
the transportation facilitles. He had the IRRIGATOR and the now
cancelled Matineers using too many vehicles and John got it in
the neck, John is worried plenty of his civil service status
and he is---according to Tom analysis, willing to have a show-
down on the Idaho boys---using the people as the "foul guys."
You see---Stafford went over John's head and consulted with the
Irrigator publishers in Jerome and found out that the 'gator
could be published or at least on the presses by 6 p.m. So he
sent down a memorandam to John and ordered that the Irrigator
ecrew be back on the project by 6. Naturally that caused resent-
ment on the part of the staff who promptly accused John for mis-
handling everything. John, caught between Stafford and the staff,
says that he put out his neck for the evacuees on the Irrigator ‘
deal and if they don't support him during this crisis, he 1s
going to discontinue his support of the evacuees. Of course,
the people don't know that Graham is supporting the people so---
John is left in the cold, He is casting for all his support on
the arrival of Alan Markley of the Washington Reports office and
ghow that he is in the right, Boy, what an optimist! Enclosed
i{s some of our doings for the week of April 14..,.which were
tossed out by John, About the editorial---he says--- personally
{t's fine---but from the administration viewpoint--it stinks,

Law and Order

Elmer is st1ll neck-deep in the juvenile delinquency
problem and when Tom comes back---he'll have that problem
egain too.

Father Joe has done quite a bit of traveling the past few
weeks---the other week he and Tom and I went to Bolse and spent
a few days. The purpose of the trip was to rest---so the two
bought a bottle (not pepsi-cola) and stayed up t1ll 4 p.m, I had
to come back to Hunt to rest up from the trip---guess that's 1life,

Stafford
Well, things are getting tougher in here by the day---and
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the old "pick-handle" psychology is showing its ugly face again,
One of these days---Stafford is golng too far and than--»goed-bgo
dictator---I hope., For one thing---the food situation is terrible
and there seems to be no let-up. The April 14th issue of the
Irrigator gives the story of another lsbor cut. ILike Tom says---
"They can't do this to us!"™ Well---it's happening and it's

going to continue happening.

Too much gabbing is no good and no doubt this 1s all old
stuff to you intellectuals---so I'll cut this short. Keep up your
good work, Jim and Hattie, and hope that we'll hear from you very
soon. How sbout a visit to Hunt before the big end?? Best
wishes...

As ever,..,yours,

"Calvin"




Jimmy
Mey 17, 1945

Dean J,D, Hicks
Campus

Dear Dean Hicks:

I am wrltini to ask whether the progream of the Graduate
Division is sufficiently flexible to make possible the plannin
of a fleld of study for the doctorate which might be delignntoi
"Far Eastern Studies.” This program would be comparsble to the
one now listed as "latin-American Studies" in the Announcements
in The Soeclal Sciences of the Graduate Division.

I have a student who is well qualified to begin such a
program of study, and who is deeply interested in getting ade-
quate training in this fleld. He is an American of Japanese
ancestry, who was in Japan from 1933-1039, While there he
finished a three-year college course in Japanese and Chinese
classics and ethice, and was able to obtain a first-hand knowe
ledge of the customs and ways of thinking of the Japanese,

He has a very good speaking and reading knowledge of the
Japanese language, He 1s a graduate o% this University, in
;ho general curriculum, with special training in Psychoio .

or the past three years, he has carrled on research in reloca-
tion centers under my direction (as a staff worker of the Evacua-
tion and Resettlement Study). In this connectlon, he has ob-
tained extensive first-hand knowledge of the patterns of culture
and behavior carried over by Japanese immigrants to America, He
anticipates some demand, after the war, for scholars competent
not merely in lingulstics but also in the culture and history
of the Far East, I concur in his judgment in this matter, and
would 1like to see a program worked out which would prepare him
for a career in this fleld,

The program 1 have in mind would not fit into any one
Department of thils University. It should cut across the
boundaries of four Departments (Oriental Larguages, History,
Polltical Sclence and Anthropology) and one additional field
of study (Sociology). It should include training in the Chinese
language in addition to Japanese, in which the student is appar-
ently already fully qualified; training in historical, anthro-
pological and soclological techniques of research; and study of
the history, govermment and culture of the Far East, If such a
program were approved, I suggest that a committee consisting of
Professors Boodberg, éinghnm, Kroeber, lMah and myself be appoint-
ed to work out the detalls,

If a program of this sort cannot be planned under present
departmental restrictions, I belleve that the whole matter is
sufficiently important to warrant action by the Graduate Couneil,
It is apparent that other gqualified students will, in the ecourse
of the next few years, be interested in pursuing this and similar

types of programs,

Sincerely yours
Dorothy Swalne fhomas




Thomas to Sakoda

June 2, 19645
Dear Jimmy:

We were certainly sorry to hear that you missed your con-
nection. I hope you have better luck on the return trip.
Travelling 1s no joke these days,

Enclosed a notice re your garden, You are faclng evacua-
tion agaln.

Reloecation from Minidoka continues to break all records.
Note in the last community analysis report, which suggests a
point you should follow up: "At Minidoka the councll contlnued
to dlscuss the school problem. Although it arrived at no new
progrem of action, the rumor got out in the center that the
Council was suggesting that residents having school children
refuse to relocate because of what they felt to be pressure to
force them out, Minidokans think that the issue of the schools
$§K Bo one on which they ean get support from people outside of

I have made considerable progress, I hope, in settling my
difficult administrative problems, Frank's registration report
received, and it 1s good, decldedly his best, I have set a
July 15th deadline for his structural report and asked him to
come out here on July 20th for & month during which we proceed
with revisions and with coordination of his yours and Rosalle's,
Absolute and unbreakable deadline for completion of all Frank's
and Charlie's work on Chicago materlal including skeletal re=-
port by end of this year. If desirable (as I think 1t will be)
Charlie to come out here & few months beginning January to do
fle1d work on Nisel resettlers in this area; you to work with
him on your part-time basis by gettinf the Issel picture, ete.#
George to drop the plan for an economic monograph (since 1t is
apparent we are not goling to get the material we need for that
segment, that is through no fault of his, but because we have
started too late to get the essential facts into our framework,
to concentrate on his studies until he passes hls oxam without
pressure from me, later to help me on geveral chapters in whiech
he has expert knowledge). Hankey seems to be coming out of
the fog, end 1s writing her later materlal up in an excellent
and clear way. Somehow I feel better, although I know I still
have & herd road ahead,

I look forward eagerly to hearing how things aere going
with you.
Sincerely yours,
"Dorothy"

#This, of course, subject to your approval, Detalls to be
worked out later.




Anderson on Hiroshime Nikkel Club news

Box 788
Crystal Clty, Texas
May 28, 1945

Dear James:

Your letter was most welcome, as I had completely lost
touch with the Sakoda family,

Indeed I am distressed to hear of the loss of your
beloved sister Ruby. I remember that she wes troubled with
her heart in Jepan and recell how anxlous we a2ll were about
her the day we climbed the mountain., She was a dear child,
and I shall always be grateful for having known her, I
remember that she designed our H,N,C, pin and that she always
made & contribution to the club in her own sweet, quiet way.
It was through her efforts that we were able to have our
reunlon in L.,A, Just after I ceme back from Jepan, and that
is another of my happy memories. I know you ars all happy
that the baby was saved,

It 1s good to hear of your own marriage and of your
work at Hunt and plans for the future, I am happy that you
are golng back to Berkeley and I wish you every success and
Joy as you go on with your studies. I do want to keep in
touch with you, for I intend to visit friends in Oakland
ogg of these days and hope to see you then too and meet your
wile,

I am glad to have the news of lMay and George. MNore
power to them both!

Caz Iwasa always writes me at Christmas time, She 1s
Mra. G.,¥. Umemoto, Minto Mines, B,C., Canada; and her slister
Sadako's addreas in 1068 Mountain Street, lMontreal, P,Q., Canada,

Toshl Sato's is 4806-A, Newell, Callf, By the way Toshil
sald he heard from Ned and that he was at home with his mother,
I wonder if he 1s disabled, or how he got to go home. In
fact, there are lots of thingu that I wonder, just as I know
you do too--sbout people we know and love over there,

Harry Fukuhara was in the Philipglnon the last time I

heard, which was soon after the lnvasion of P,I, Clarence
Osakl left for the European Theater Just before V-E Day,

If you know news about any of the others of our old gang
I should 1ike to have it., I am always delighted to hear about
eny of those we knew and had fun with. Oh yes, Betty Niho -
now Mrs, Henry Minemi, 1s at Bldg. 26, Apt, 94é, Harrison
Street, Seabrook, New Jersey., She has two children and seems
happy in her new situation,

Let me hear again, My best wishes to you both,
"Myra Apnderson”




Kurose on Army life

May 17, 1945
Thursday nite

Dearest Ne-san,

Yassuh, hyar ah am in the South dancing to the merry tune
"Deep in the Heart of Texas." How are you and Jim coming along?
No doubt things keep you occupled - so darn many things to do,
neh? By the way, 1s your hand ok now? I hope so, for Jim's
sake as well as yours, Day before yesterday, my back fan mail
arrived - ten of them., (Popular kid, eh wotf) Included were
letters from Dad and Hom. They're both doing fine, in case you
didn't know. Probably you hear from them often, so I needn't
include m any news of them,

There's quite a bit to tell {ou 80 get set for a rather
long manuseript., Might as well start from the beginning., The
bunch from Mini pulled into Salt Lake Cilty on the morn of
Wednesday, 2nd of May, We looked over the town and reported
at Fort Douglas in the afternoon. I reckon I mentioned about
the bed-maeking deal in the previous letter - or was it a poste
card, Anyway, we had six fine days at Douglas, Pulled X,P,
twice and we all griped and bitched (emphatic griping is known
as bitching) like good soldiers, While at Douglas I met

Mrs, Inaba and Yosh, A fellow from Mini knew the family and
they came to see him, Ken wasn't with them unfortunately.
Mrs, Inaba promised to send him up the following evening,

and as luck would have 1t, we were shipped out, One good
thing happened for us at Fort Douglas. The Salt Lake City
gals threw a dance for us fellers - had a pleasant evening
with the charming 8,L, Clty girls. Some were alreet!

We shipped out on Tuesday (8th), heading east. Specu-
lations as to where our destination was were flying wild,
The pessimlistic fellows stated Texas - very proghatio, it was,
Our journey of 56 hours took us from Salt lake City, Utah,

thru “olorado, Kansas, Oklahoma, and into Texas, We made
several stops - Pueblo, Colorado; Arkansas City, Kansasj

Oklahoma City, Oklahome; and Fort Worth, Texas, Camp Wolters
1s about 456 miles Vest of Fort Worth. You know, this part of
Texas isn't too bad - in fact, it's rather pleasant around
here. Instead of cacti and sand, there's green grass and
trees surrounding the place, The training camp covers 16,000
acres - lots of room for marching,

At the reception center, we took an Army General Classi-
fication Test (AGCT), and I think I made the highest score,
As a result of this ﬁoat, I was permitted to take the ASTP test
for Forelgn lLanguage. Made it ok, so I'm slated to go to some
school to learn Japanese after 13 weeks of training, This
deal 1s different from the one at Snelllng, The instructor
sald the ASTP men were supposed to be better qualified men,
Guess what he meant was Ig a fellow knew Japanese, he could
get into Snelling, regardless of his AGCT score; to get into
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ASTP language dept, & fellow has to have a score of 130 or
above in the AGCT,

Sunday morning
11116 P.M,

The foregoing two-and-a-half pages are old news now, Cads,
things plile on so doggone much, I hardly got any opportunities
to write, I was planning to riniah this letter Thursday nite,
but didn't make it since the fellow draggod me over te the PX,
The lights were out when we got back. Friday nite was really
the limit., After supper we got our second typhold shot end
our smellpox vaccination. Then we were lssued new rifles - had
to clean off the grease f{rom them., All of us (Co, C) stayed
up until past twelve, too. Last nite was free but since the
meil doesn't go out today, I dldr't write last nite., Insteead,
I went to see Greer Garson and Oregory Peck in "The Valley of
Deeision.,” Enuff for my excuses!

As I wes saying, I have a chence to go to some school to
study Japanese, What I'm wondering 1s: Which is better, Snell-
ing or ASTP? What do you think?

Army life 1s pretty rugged. They certainly keep us on
the go all the time, Up to now we have done much oerft lglton
gas

to lectures and see fllms on first ald, chem. warfare g
personal and sex hygeine, and a host of other subjects., Time
seems to pass slowly cuz we're always waltinf for the sun to
set, Only one week has past since our tralning eycle began,
but 1t seems like months, There ere two things I look forward
to each day, and they are: letters, lots of them; and the time
to hit the bunk. The biggest anticipation is the day when I'll
be through with this basic! Boy, it can't come too soon for
me.

It's about time I put an end to this letter, neh? Getting
kinda long. I certainly miss the typewriter, Long hand write
ing takes too long and doesn't look half as neat as typing.

By the way, did you get the typewriter., It should've been
sent out right after 1 loft Mini,

Well, I'11 be bidding thee adisu, Farewsll, me love,
Don't straln yourself too much., Regards to Jim, FHe must miss
his chicken terribly. 5o de Il

Love,

George




Kntuzggg on Hood Rlvog
May 27th

Dearest Hattle:

It's high time I took a pen in hend and put a few lines
of thou%ht off to you, ne? Bet you've drawn all sorts of
concluslons concerning me and my whereabouts, Despite the
publicity precigitating from this valley, I'm very much alive
and safe too. “erhaps you thought I may have left the good
earth, Oh - you aren't speaking to me anymore after my lo
silence? But I'll bet you're reading this missive, ha - quit
your grinning In that knowing expression , . . . makes me
self-consclous and ashamed,

Meanwhile, how have you and Jim been? I hope you've
become adjusted to your environment and again settled at
your new eddress, (eorge gave me your new address at the
gate Just as I was leaving, Are you residing in the "re-
conversion” or is 1t some other housing area? Do tell me
all sbout your new home and the faclilities you have at
your disposal, How far are you from work and sechool, Do
tell me all sbout it, :

Your verbal description of Berkeley sounded nothing
short of Paradise. I'm happy you like it there, Hattle,
and here's hoping you continue to enjoy life there. Honest-
ly, you had me "drooling" over that colerful description of
greenery and flowers while I sat in bleak old "Mini" and
continued my rotting process, But, not for too long.

At the time of our return, the valley was really
georgeous, With the cherry blossoms coming first, pears
followlng and concluded with the beauty of the pink apple
blossoms, it was Paradlse, Just as we all reallze nature's
beauty is endless and so stimulatingly refreshing. We
couldn't realize we had been away for three whole years,
Everything and everyone had remained so much the same and
only in the growing youngsters and maturing adolescents could
we find evidence of our absence, Of course, we could see the
2 yrs, growth of unmowed lawn (pasture iz a perfect deserip-
tion for it in its April 24th condition) and strata deposit
of follage from the trees and shrubbery in the yerd. We found
tulips in our irrigation diteh, Lily of the Valley in the
middle of the lawn and all hoe handles and grass cutter handles
had been cut off to impalr thelr use, Honestly, they destroy-
ed from the sheer joy of destroying I belleve. Anyway, it's
a good thing you weren't on hand to hear the voluminous
vocabulary during my "discovering" perlod, Some of these
blankety blank ----7?? They stole our living room and bedroom
rug 80 now we have lincleum. One consolation - I got back
my living set, end tables, doffee table, floor lamp, home
radio, plano, washing machine, refrigerator, and my car's out
of storage too. What we have is ours and it's no more G,I,
this or that, We're on our own now,
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The day of our return was cloudy but we had two weeks
of envigorating sunshine almost like summer, Then the rains
came and we appreclated it the first day or two but 10 days
is a long time. It wasn't welcome rain but there's not much
we can do about 1it,

Since our return, Mother and I haven't been working at
all. On an orchard there's no work for women at this time of
the year., We let the "man of the house" earn and support his
"maid” and his "cook." Sounds extravagant, doesn't 1t? Anye
way we get a klck out of teasing Dad about it,

Let's see -~ I wonder how many of these H,R,-ites you know,
Klyo Ogawa will be home soon from Cleveland. May Ogawa got
an office job at the Portland WRA, 1It's been hard for them
with no income to speak of from the farm. S5he made a trip to
Tule in the company of Mr, Linville and they gave her a "rough
time." Called her a "dog," "stool-plgeon," "stooge," ete,
Tek, tsk - what these Tuleens don't say? Anyway she came
home with a nervous breakdown. Poor kid! I can't understend
the Tulean psychology. One H,R., girl left her father snd is
now in Hood Rilver again.

Naomi Nemba Yagu will be coming home soon with her mother
and Ded,

Fear Perry Salito and Fumiko Yabe are parents now, How
time does fly?

Do you hear from Bette Sato Takeil? She's in Detroit but
all I've reted is a postcard., What sbout the Dick Sates? Do
tell me all,

Waen't news of V-E Day wonderful? I wish I'd hear from
my hubby but it's been no letter since his of April 30th,
I'm so worried.

Well, I'd better drop anchor for tonight and wait to
hesr from you again - soon, I hope, My regards to Jim and
hellos from my folks,

Much love,
Yukl




Takasugl to Sakoda

June 1, 1945
Dear Hattle and Jimmy:

Had written a letter last month but was unable to mall
1t becsuse Tadd (must of) tore up your letters and cards
(Slame everything on Taddl) Thils morning your letter came
80 will answer now.

I'm so glad you are both getting along 80 nice, I'm

gust hoping and praying that someday soon we can call you

*s Sekoda, I can well see how hard it willl be for Hattle
but after you get there you'll both be so glad, I think
Far Eastern Studies are Interesting, at least lirs, Barnard
sald 8o when she studled for a while for her Masters, She's
now econnected with Aduvlt Education in P.J.C, instead of a
mere teacher, Here's lots of luck to get to your gosl,

I think belonglng to a church is more an asset to us
speclally now, Hattle has so much to offer, you should make
an effort to go anyway, Jimmy, I was so glad when I found
that ﬁi;go was eager to go to church instead of having to
coax N

Well, our minlster found a place for Pa and Ma, A Dr,
Ketcham, president of the College, has a huge home and has
a nice apartment on top of his garage., If pa mows the lawn
and fix the furnace, he can have the place free, Our minis-
ter's looking for a jJob for him now., Ma will be able to
get plenty of house work, They'll be sort of protected by
the Ketchama and wll)l be able to associate with nice people,

Takesugls

Vell, I told you about Yoye's latter,'th? one that
tortured me, It was deflinite then, they dldn't want to come
here to us, Then I wrote a letter and sald I'll get
Tayochan to come and help me and that they c¢an come anytime
they wished, Ma was sort of hurt, I think, to ask someone
out of immedlate feamily and offered to elither she come out
or send Yoye., I couldn't ask Yoye because I know ashe
doesr't care for kids, a poor house keeper (I mean she hates
to ecook and clean the house) and besldes she said in that
letter that I really should f‘t either my own mother Br Ruby,
and I have neither, But I dild ask Kingo, shall we have Yoye
over to help? And I was relleved because he sald he wanted
Yoye to bring Pa and Ma over when their ready to come, Xingo
was definite all along that they'll come, but I wasn't,
Specially because Pa wrote a letter to Nelsan saylng he didn't
want to come here and live with us,

Then something made them change and a letter came from
Yoye saying their packing and ete, I was really glad to hear
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that, We planned to live together for a while anyway so instead
of looking for a larger place I started to make cubboard spaces
and ete, But thle good offer came and I'm just so tieckled, I
think they wanted to live close by and be independent although we'
11 have to help them financlally. Kingo was saying he was going
to ;rnd $100.00 before they started out. You kmow they haven't
much,

Yoye wrote yesterday and sald Pa's permit hasn't come yet.
Yoye would walt till about 2 weeks ago to do something about it.
(It's too bad I have such 111 feelings against her, Hope I won't
hurt her in anyway when she comes)., She hasn't any plans what
she'll do, She did say sometime ago that there were 2 or 3 boys
in Cleveland asked her to marry, She'll have to work and I'm
afrald she'll be stuck here in Alllance because of Ma and unless
she could stir up more courage, '

The WRA thinks Cleveland is too full now and trying to
relocate people here in Alliance and vicinity. A Robert George
came to see Kingo at Tayloreraft and will come again on June 13,
when Kingo wants me to prepare a dinner for him,

On Thursday night Kingo made a talk to a group of young
business men., They had dinner together and I expected him home
around 9 or 10, He stumbled in around 18:;30, drunk, He said he
never drank so much in his life but said he had a grand time,

We have new wallpaper put up in our kitchen and living room.
We got a studio couch and plan to make a cover for it and
matching drapes, Then we'll be all set to have people come to
see our new baby., Am having a young girl come help me e¢lean the
house, Out here we have to wash down the woodwork and wall paper
etc, Women here have to work about 6 times more in homes than out
in Calif, This girl wants me to teach volce so we exchange. She
can also take care of Tadd when I want to go out but Tadd 1s so
strange with people it provokes me, I want to go out Wed. night
to our club (eard party).

Remember, Toshlo Oisawa? She Just got married leaving Yoye
and Toshl Haramoto the only ones left of the older girls, They
were the most popular girls too. I'm hoping Yoye will find
someone and get married, too.

Doctor said I was %nlning welght too fast so I cut down on
sugar and starches and I lost weight of 1 1b, in 3 weeks, He
warned me not to go over 150# or I'll have trouble and become a
fatty., I welght 151} 1b, now, Boy! when I see a slim walsted
person I get so envious and make up my mind to take exercises
after I get over all this, Never knew I'd ever have to worry
about getting fat, :

Am planning to burn up §i diary before leavinfnror hospital,
thin

I'm golng to leave all the gs to go to Japan (including
Ruby's things) in one box, Noby never sent us her compact with
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her hair and ring and funeral picture. Am beginning to form a
different opinion of him, Do you ever hear from him?

I don't inow why but I haven't gotten a thing for our new
baby. Probably will make Kingo rush to the stores at the last
minute. I'm kind of glad I'm having them close, now. Next time
I'11 certainly use my dlaphragm and jelly. I was scared to use
them after I have Tadd, lest I not be ab{o to have any more
bables, You know Taha and Michi don't have any after 5 years.

Tadd has been ua1k1n§ for 2, 3, days now, The sound of his
footstep 1s so cuite. He's still a pretty good baby. I'm havin
trouble with him and gas stove, I've hit his hend hard as I ecou
whenever he turned the gas on but no use, Maybe if I let him
turn it everytime I use the stove, might be a solution?

HMimaki's

Tomaye and Pete are plamning to go to Whittier in middle of
June. They have a land of flowers and orchards which took time
to get back. Am glad someone close is going back, Gee, how we
long to go back,

How 1s Michy and Frank, I often think about them, Does
Michy still have to fight bed bugsand ete.? Am glad I don't have

to worry about that but there are ‘a lot around these o0ld towns,
I hear girls talking about them, ‘

Well, I'm running out of news so I'1l close, Hope Hattle,
you'll not have much trouble finding a job., Will you both go to
Minldoka? How's George? :

Love,

ey




Sakoda to Sakoda

2627 Indea. Ave,
K.C. #1, Mo,
June 5, 456

Dear Hattle and Jimmy:

So dear Hattle 1s all alone - and will be for 3 solid weeks,
Mm - that's a mighty long while i1f I may say so, Well, don't
let the mice around the place scare you,

I've kept sllent for a long while, Why? I don't know - I
used to write so regularly. Perhaps I've got too muech on my
mind and Kenny on my hands,

Tonight, May has gone to see "A Tree Grows in Brooklyn."
This 1s her first show since the birth of Kenny. And I've
persuaded her to see many a good plcture, and she has mentioned
when thls picture comes along, or that picture eomes here - untll
tonight. Well, so Kenny 1s in my arm, and being fussy while I
write this off tonight.

The rent has been raised to {42,650 agein, and we're furious,
It seems es 1f two government agencles are at work, the Federal
Houslng and 0,P.A, I prefer the agency that lowered the rent,
because certainly, a one room, unfurnished affair isn't worth
no §42,50, Well, we're just catching our breath as to what to
do - and in the meantime we're payling {42,50,

Heard from Matsuda, the other day. Says he's planning to
get married at long last end goes into detall as to his matrimony
with & girl in Tule, evidently Aachan, Then he adds a P.S, to
his ending and writes, "Who wants to get married anyway! and
turns the whole letter into a joke, - two pages of hand written
stuff at that,

Nakagiri's

In Jimmy's last letter, he mentions about the Nakagiris,
and wonders whether they're planning to relocate., Well, this may
be a shock, Mitz and Tadao and the other boys are in N, Mex., a
repatrlate camp., All of them are planning on returning to Japan,
and no doubt all have renounced thelir U,S, citlizenship. There
seem to be many like them in Tule, whether we like 1t, or not.

Resettlemont

u.I'. folks are willing to relocate, if we find a house,
s

Mother willing to go out and relocate, but father, though
willing, don't seem too anxious, DBut the honninf situation is

so acute, that I'm inclined to forget about looking for a house
for at least another half a year. Next time I move, I'd like a
house and a plot of ground, This 1life of not seeing and feelin
sunshine all day long plays tricks on a fellow, in time, I think,

Joe 18 st1ll in Fort Snelling and will be for another 6 mo,
or 80,




While we were in Amache, we visited Corky Kawasaki. He was
Intent on goling to California, but recently he received his long
awaited letter from the army, snd the result was 'No California
for him,' so he is looking eisewhere and sltes Loulsiana, While

there road Art Norimitsu's letter to him from Burme - quite a
surprise, though an evident plece of news when one thinks about it.

Well, May 1s st1ll busy washing dlapers, etc. She plans to
rosume making flowers, but Kenny tekes up a1l of the time, A
few days ago Ken's temp, went up to 1039, due to & smallpex shot -
and gave us quite a start, Come to think of it 103° is a normal
temp., for a rabbit.

Like you say meat situation is pretty bad. I can netlce it
in my evening meal, Well, I'll have to remember to get 2 rabbit
home from Breon, soon. Iive bred so many rabbits that now I ecan
bring home some, occasionally. We're fortunate, that way. 4s to
rats, we can't make use of them at home, but I sure got them to
a point where I can produce more rats, And Dr, Heuber got me
doing more tests, too,

Bye,
George




Kurose on camp life

April 13, 1946
Friday afternoon

Dearest Ne-san,

Thanks a lot for your three-and-a-half-page manuseript. You
must have gone to quite a bit of trouble writing such a long
letter. I know just how things stand (on their feet, of course) -
you know, about neglecting your correspondence., Remember when I
was golng through that? uged to write only three or four letters
a month sometimes, I don't blame you one bit, though, for going
to school, taking care of an apartment, etc, entail a lot of work,
You can't spend all your time writing icttorl.

Roosevelt's death

Didn't the news of Roosevelt's death come as a shoek? I
could: 't believe it at first. You ought to hear some of the
"kichigal isseis" around here. They say "omatsuri wo sena
kereba naran.” Gee, they're really nutty, And some think that
Roosevelt's death 1s going to change the outcome of the war,

It may affect the peace conference and possibly the progress of
the war (maybe), but I can't see how his death will change the
outcome - which is evident as the flat nose on my face, By the
way, the "isseis" are throwing around latrine news by the dozens
concerning the nature and time of Roosevelt's death., They think
that the funeral's a 1little too soon. I'm taking all these
stories with a big sack of salt,

I'l]l be sure to write to the bank in Tacoma, Mom and Dad
think i1t's best to just keep things as they are. I'1l write to
the bank and have them ohanfe your name and also send me a state-
ment, I think I'll just switch everything over to the savings,
so we won't have to worry about the check account,

Sat., Yuki (former Miss Katayama) 1s leaving for Oregon on the
E3rd. I'm planning to go over to her place today, Someone said
she might go down to Denver before she leaves here, so she might
not be home, Anyway, I'll take a chance and trot down her way.
There's nothing else to do around here, The camp 1s having
funeral service for our late president this afternoon,

Nothing much cooking in camp. It's a sad place for me -
not a soul around here I chum with, If my call doesn't come this
month (it might be delayed since I moved down here), I think I'll
go out some place, Three weeks in camp 1s enough for me (and
Mom, too)., I'm sharpening up on my "nihongo," but it's rather
difficult when there's no one prodding me along. Which reminds
me, I'll Rave to look up FPather Joe pretty soon and see what the
score is on the Snelling deal, Gengl wrote and told me to hustle
over to Snelling, He sez since he's getting along, it ought to
be a cinch for me, (I doubt that cinch part.) He mentioned
having dinner with Kunio, too. Ges, i wish we can have one grand

reunion soon, It'll borgood to see those old cronies again., Iku
a

dropped me a line yeste

-« she's really tricky, Here's some-
thing she wrote: '
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A man 1s but a worm of the dust..,
He comes along, wigflas about a while
And finally some chicken gets him.

Sharp, huh?

Everyone 1s healthy and getting along fine. "Papa was
mainichl abura o utte imasu." He expects to go out as soon as
I leave, liom is busy as ever, and you should see the grub she
puts out for me., Chicken, "sashimi, " "sukiyaki,” ete, And
you needn't worry about my behavior, It's most exemplary,
(And I don't meke the Ad area my stamping grounds,) Maybe
some people think I'm queer since I stay home a1l the ¢ ime and
don't go anywhere, (I hope they don't think I'm & snob.)

Did the two packages get to you? You must be running
around like a chicken with its head cut off, trylng to settle
down in your new apartment. When you get it good and ready,
111 drog down one of these fine days, DBe sure to have the
"welcome" mat dusted off for me, It's tough sbout Jim's miss-
ing the scholarship, Keep plugging along, though., He'll get
it the next time, I'm sure,

That's the "three-o" mark for today, Don't overwork, now,
'Bya...

Love,
George

PS. Am returning the snaps of Geroge's baby. He's a
cute sonavagun, ( ase ) GK,




Kurose to Sakoda

April 28, 1945
Saturday morning

Dearest Ne-san,

I just got back from the Ad area - trylng to get a measely
$6.20 refund and had to earn 1t! Now I have & first hand exper-
ience with the "buck passing" and what-not which goes on in this
camp, To meke a very long story very short, the thing in a
nutshell sounds like this: I came in as a private in the enlist-
ed reserves and paid for two weeks board. When Mom and I went
out to Twin to shop, the buzzard at the gate charged me the bal-
ance which was due since I had stayed over two weeks, Well, when
I came in that same day, they told me I did-'t have to pay since
the ruling had been changed on the 16th (I came in on the Sth,)
Well, I found out I had paid past the 16th, so tried to get a
refund, You should've seen the merry-go-round, If I dldn't want
the £6.20 refund so badly (I can always use money}), I would've
told those 8 to just go to and stay there, Ran around half of
yesterday afternoon and half of this morning éust to get Kibby to
hand over that sixetwenty. I'm discombooberated to say the least.
I suppose you're well aware of the situation in camp. lore than
I do, s0 I don't need to explain about how many guys I sew and how
many times I bounced back to the same office. The poor guys who
are trying to relocate!l!

How 1s your itty-bitty hand? I do hope it's much better.
Better take care of yourself., If you don't, who 18? (Jim ecan't
nursemaid gou, after all,) Your apartment sounds simply orchidacious!
(New word I heard in the movies,) I'll have to look in one of these
days, It must be a lot of fun furnishing your own place - and at
the same time, it must be a lot of work. Well, when you get it good
and ready, I'il come around to "isorc."

Cripes, Yone and Blll getting the knot tled? Well, well, well,
That 1s good news! Can't quite get over it., I suppose it was come
ing along all the time, As you were wondering, who is going to
change Fuml's name, Has she dropped any hints or anything to that
effect? She's a swell girl!

Speaking of guys and gals, what makes you think there's a
special attraction in Heart Mt,? My ole pal Fred is there, and
that's the maln reason I wanted to stop there, Yeah, I'll edmit I'd
like to see Iku again, but that wasn't the compelling force. And
for your information, my heart hasn't leaped from Colorade to Wyomling.
It's st1ll here in Hunt, inside of "Boston Blackie" Kurose., You
know, I really don't know how I feel sbout Betty. (The feeling I
have for Bett{ is something different from the one Jim has for you.
Hmmm! You stlll blush, do you?) Yup, I think I'm still looking for
the gal, You sort of spolled women for me, I set my standards by
you 5%3 it's too durn high, I've met some nice girls but . , .
there's mo use in my trying to explain things to you which I myself
don't understand. But you get what I mean, don't you? Well, I'm
not seriously thinking about girls anyway. After all, I have two
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ears of schooling to finish after I get out of khaki, And Lord
nows how many years after that two. Incidentally, though, Iku
hes a sense of humor which I haven't found in any other girl yet,
Surely 1s a kick in the pants (my pants),

Father Joe

I jolned the eirele of friends you and Jim associated with -
fine bunch! Calvin is quite a lad. Nope, he dldn't get his eall
this month. I think he'll get his in June, for he was inducted
a month after I was, I sat in a few of those well-known sessions
conducted at 4-12.F, My educatlion being lopsided, it didn't help
me much in that group, I d4id a lot of giatanlng and tried to
assimilate some of the comprehendible matters, Soclology is some-
thing I know absolutely nothing about and something which doesn't
interest me, but I don't think my time is wasted et Father Joe's.
There's one thing which concerns me, and that is, "Father Joe isn't
going to last very longlii" 1I think one of you close friends ought
to try to slow him down. He doesn't sleep very much, he smokes to
an excess, and drinks whenever there's drinking friends, The way
I see 1t, he's not golng to last very long, and that's definite.
You should know this better than I, Hope someone tips him off
or better yet, foreibly put a 1id on some of his activities., He's
too great a guy to go to pot, belleve you me,

This letter is getting to be a manuscript,neh? Well, I better
not ramble on too long. I have six letters here to take care of.
Popular guy, ain't I? There's three full daye left before I leave
here. I better straighten out my junks (books pn' such), answer all
my letters, ?nd get & good start in the army, "Yard Bird" Kurose!

ine, eh wot

Mom wents about 2} yards of black lining meterial (coat)., She
doesn't care whether it costs {1 or 2 /yd, The material for her
three-plece sult - she wants to know what you think of material
suitable for spring or autumn, Something about like your coat you
bought just before leaving here., If you can't get anything as
ordered above, she wants tc know about material suitable to make a
coat out of - for summer wear, And lining also for this coat, If
you ecan, try to get various samples, for that'll simplify things.
And she wants buttons for her sult and coat, (Different sizes
for the sult and coat - you ought to know what she wants, I'm in
the dark. Just typing along as she makes the order,)

Enuff fer today. I'll send the typewriter as you directed,
It's in good condition, Be good, Regards to Jim, Love from Pop
and Mom, 'Bye,

Love,
George

P.S, A package is on 1its way to you.




Bulletin Issue

Berkeley, California
June 13, 1945

Dear Mr, Kitayama:

I had expected to stay in Hunt until the 1565th but was
suddenly called back to Berkeley to report for my physiecal
examination, I had hoged to give you my opinion about the
circumstances surrounding the discontinuance of the Irrigator
mld-week bulletins, and am dolng this through the mail, As
I have explained to you, a person who has dropped into the
center from the outslde finds difficulty in understanding the
complexities of conflicts within the center. But I see no
reason why you cannot have the bepefit of my opinion as a
third party, unless freedom of speech has ceased to exist since
I left the center in March of thls year,

There are a number of difficulties in reconstructing the
story. First of all, the points of view of all those concerned
are not available, It is possible that the translation of

Bulletin No, § was partially responsible for differences of
opinion, The two translations cited "Want Ads<Man Wanted®
"Upholding the Law by Offices of the Department of Justice®
are certalnly lnaccurate counterpants of Kyuiln kokoku (Help

wanted) Shiho Kanken wa yoroshiku Dyodoken o hogo seyo. (lLaw
enforgemént Olficers Should Uphold Equn! HIgEEa%.

Even with an accurate translation, however, there is
still room for differences of opinion., On the one hand, the
bulletin can be considered purely an adminlstrative organ in
which the offlelal view of the administration 1s set forth,
From this viewpoint it 1s possible to ineclude only items of
value to the relocation program., On thls basis only the posi-
tive news items can be included, and the negative ones ex-
eluded, On the other hand, the bulletin can be considered
a relocation supplement to the newspaper. On this basis, the
editor has at his disposal a large ranfe of news to make the
bulletin an effective one., It 1s possible for him to include
news which he belleves people will read, which is the first
requisite of an effective bulletin,

You asked me whether I thought that the criticism of the
bulletin by the administration was Justified. From the first
point of view I think it was., There is no reason why an admin-
istrative organ should carry items in its bulletin of which the
administration disapproves, Since the project director 1s the
final judge on the project level of what is to be the officlal
point of view, he is entitled to set down what should or should
not be included in the weekly bulletin. Since the negatlve
news is widely circulated by other newspapers and by word of
mouth, there are adequate grounds for emphasizing the positive
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From the second point of view, the eriticisms are open
to question., A sinister motive is read into some of the news
item which are designated as being calculated to focus "the
attentlon of the prospective relocatee on an unfortunate ine
stance", or "to undermine the evacuee confidence in the Govern-
ment as e whole", These criticlsms overlook entirely the in-
surmounteble difficulties faced by a newspaper on the project
attempting to maintaln objectivity. The adverse news receive
80 much publieity through newspapers in English, the vernacular
pregs, and by word of mouth, thet merely printing the positive
storles results in 1lts being considered sheer propagande and
usually not being reasd by the residents, This was the fate
of the mess of Informatlon distributed through the relocation
office, You have employed what seems to be at least a practi-
cel approech to the preblem of meking the bulletin acceptable
enough to residents for them to read it regularly, You have
taken the poslitive aspects of some negative stories. Florence
West's statement, the editorlal on acts of violence on the
Coast, and the editorial on the Sumio Dol case are all much
more positive in nature than the treatment of the same news by
the Amerlcan and vernacular press, After the bulletin was read
regularly by residents 1t might have been possible to increase
the space allotted to relocation news,

The most deplorable of all to me 1s the faet that differ-
ences of opinion have lead to the dlscontinuance of the weekly
printed bulletins, The printed bulletin is a superior medium
of communication to the mimeographed sheet, Ilore important
than that, 1t seems to me, 1s that you have been indirectly
accused of "undermining the evacuee confidence in the Govern-
ment as a whole” and have been forced to wash your hands of
the whole affalr for your own protection, Your faithful work
was misunderstood or was possibly a casualty of personal animo-
sitles, At any rate, I belleve 1t was highly regretable that
differences of opinion on this matter was not settled more
amjicably in the best 1lnterest of the relocation program and
hence the welfare of evacuees in general,

1 hope you will earry on your high quality of editorial
abllity on the Japanese section of the IRRIGATOR,

Very sincerely yours,




Jzumi to Sakoda

9 July 19845

Dear Hattle:

I recelved your letter eouple of days ago, Gosh, I sure
wag glad you answered., You sound as if you and Jimmy are
really enjoying yourselves in Berkeley. I guess the getting
away from the stegnant cemp 1ife and the chenge of enviromment
meke 1ife much more enjoyable,

Did gou finish your stenography course? I hear that this
Armatrong College is rather an exclusive one for a business
college, What about the Jjob?

Don't you ever tattle to Fuml - not before the transmutation,
anyway, I gave Genjl your message and he sald, "You tell Hattle
that I'm single yet. 1I'll tell her when I get married, Tell
her 1'l) write when I have time (study and women)." I think he'll
graduate sometime in October. Nope, Tah Matsuda is not in my
clase -~ he's In the highest one., I'm in the e¢lass next to his,
From what our instructors say almost everybody in his elass are
candidates for instructors. I'm going to finlsh my course on
30 June and will graduate 7 July, Then a 21-days furlough, and
after that overseas, The "chinameshi” in S.F, Ia a date,

I haven't heard from Jumbo for three weeks, Mom sald she
hasn't heard from him for a month, That indolent guy belleves
that saying, "No news 1s good news" too much,

My regards to Jimmy,
Yours
Sincerely
Jack




Asaba to Sakoda

Hunt, Idaho
June 12, 1945

Dear Jim end Hattle:

Here are the letters you esked to be typed. I don't
know if this ie the wey you wanted the memo to Graham but
anyway I hope these letters are satlsfactory, If not, send
them back ..... Oh, yeah!!l!

It was really good to have seen you again Jim, Seemed
like old times when you were here, There's one thing though
the "big three" weren't together this time, It's too bad
Tom anéd Father Joe had to be out when you came in. Anyway you
didn't lose out on your sleep....or did you?t??7%?

You've got me somewhat puzzled on what we were talking
on, MNich end Father Joe.....FWhat's the score or is there
any?7t? I recall though, that Mrs, Okawa did ask me something
ebout Mich.....she's going to Oberiin, e nice girl, John's
sister, ete. Gee, maybe there ls something behind that., Well,
it's none of my business but yet my ears are willing to hear
th’.ng'...-.

Kitayama

Gee, but that Mr, Kitayama gets mel!l! Today he tells
me that this thing I'm typing for you is confldential and that
he wanted me to be aware of the fact, In front of all the rest
of the irrigator staff at that too, He says for me not to
tell or show any of this to the AP's too, Well, there and
then, in front of the other Irrigator staeff I told him why
did he ever show it to Oreham then, Well, he stammered a
bit and sald something or other to get away from 1t, Well,
I told him that mueh and it made me feel good, Gee, wiz!l!
I don't go eround telling everyone what I type and what I
heard, 1 certainly know when a person wants thinis confl-
dentlal, Well, sometimes anyil%.....Fathor Joe glves me enough
confidentlial things and.....oh fooey!llll Well, Mr, Kitayama

d1d meke me get mad and make me lose confidence in the fella',
I guess I know why now, that the rest of the staff there don't
trust him....¥uf £ of that....

Sachl left for Seattle today. Sure hated to see her go,
I guess the Irrigator has lost one of thelr best reporters
agailn, Poor Johnny, he's really worried sbout the gaper and
I don't blame him. FHe too, 1s the worrying kind, guess one
can't help worrying about things now a days. Me? Oh, worry,
worry, and more worry but it hasn't got the better of me yet.
(and I hope 1t'll never get me....)

Well, Hattle, I was disappointed not seeing you here with
Jim, We would have so llked to have you, Next time, though
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don't let Jimmy leave you behind. Okay? (gee, wiz, my
typing....s0-called typing anyway....)

Not much more....Hope you had a plessant trip back
Jin,....Yo terayema sends her regardl. So does that
"flances" of mine Johnny.....Don't take us wrong.....
Well, t111 &gain thoDes o

As ever,

Yoshi




Egashira case

February 22, 1946
5:07 pem,

Dear Tom and James:
Didja ever see me "hooting tooting " mad? Maybe I should
wear a sign "Beware - Dangerocus - Might bitel"

“hon I came to Seattle, I thought I'd forget those C.C,
days when I used to go home all hot and bothered, but, no, here
I am getting emotionally upeset agsin.

I sen't write and tell you 211 the details of the problem
on hend.. Tek Harl will tell you ell ebout Mr, Fgashira's
problem (darn thies helsihi business anyway!)

I'11 tell you part of it. Well, Mr, Egashira had contacted
flalnler Heat and Power about renting Jackson Cafe agaln, Just
the right time cause the Cafe is closed now, The present con-
dition of the cafe does not meet with full approval of the
health inspector, so the Chinese who was operating it had to
close it, lr, Egashira was willing to invest §5,000,00 to
remodel and fix the place and start in again, but the R,H,P, said

no,

I accompanled Mr, Egashire and Mr. Sawa (Mr, Eg‘a brothere
f

in-law) to an interview with ex-Judge Arthur E, Griffin (presldent
of R.H.,& P, and one of the trustees of estate) to interpret for
Mr. Eg. to see what could be done about getting the plsce, MNr,
Thumner (menager of H.d, & P.~-also one of the trustees) was
there alaso, 1 went as an interpreter, but I turned out to be as
Griffin said "a good advocate,” FHeally, I tried 211 forms of
argument to make them see our point-of-view, but Griffin just
wouldn't budge. (It seems that Thumner and Griffin had talked
the matter over, and had prepared the definite answer before our
interview with them)., Griffin said that he was afrald that a
Fillpino might throw a bomb into the cafe, Then - the bldg,
would be damaged, tenants would vacate Bush Hotel (also operated
by R.H. & P) and the loss would not compensate for the $120,00
monthly rental income from J., Cafe. Moreover, the Chinese stay-
ing at Bush Hotel would not patronigze J., Cafe 1f it were operated
by a Japanese and it is the desire of the R,H, & P, to serve the
tenants of Bush Hotel, Griffin sald Japanese shouldn't come back
yet .. that the gov't was too hasty in opening the coast. Thumner
and Griffin told Mr, Eg. to find another loeatlion, ete, lr, Eg,
does not want to start anywhere else. He doesn't want to take
out the fixtures .. and the main thing 1s .. he wants to continue
in the restauvrant business at the same locstlon even though he may
have to walt years before he gets opportunity to get in there,

Bet you're wondering hodl %ot mixed up in this business.
Ever since our arrival, a U.S, Naval Intolligonoo man has been
coming over to visit us often ,. an elderly 4rishman (with Irish
temper tool) who has more or less encouraged us on by offering
any assistance we might ask of him, He says we've been checked
thoroughly by the F,B,I., W.,R.A., Western Defense Command, ete,
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and found to be loyal so we should be given equal chance to do
business as other people here,
See Insert attached
As yet, I don't know how the Eg, case will come out., Have
appolntment on Sat. morning with Mr, Eg, and Mr., Watson (Mr. Eg's
manager more-or-less who has his power of asttorney).

Maybe, I shouldr't get as concerned sbout this matter, As
Elmer eald, "It's an individual matter."” If Mr, Eg, had a thought«
ful and underet?nding landlord, there wouldn't be all this trouble,
But, I Juet can't stand to see Mr, Eg. belng so discrimineted and
W,R.A, so nonchalant zhout it -

I keep wondering what the ex-Judge thinks about me. Jud
or no judge, I came out and sald what I really thought sbout f: all,
During course of the interview, he esked me if I was married.

Wonder what made hlm ask such & question, I told the Judge, "Mr,
Eg. had the gutes to come out and Lry to reestablish himself in his
former business -~ give him at least a fighting chance.” .. but,
darn it, they sald they couldn't afford to. It would be too late

to do anythlng after damage was done. They were paid to look after
the interests of the estate, and they thought the risk was too

great at this time to rent out premlises to & Japanese,

in spite of all this confusion, I feel down deep inside that
everything will work out for the best. There will come a day Mr, Ege
will be operating his restaurant again at his former spot, and Japae
nese will greduslly get settled cown again., And instesd of dlscusse-
ing the problem of white people dlscviminating the Japanese. 1t will
be "Wnither these Southern Fegroes?" These negroes from the South
are very much disliked by even among the negroes (long time residents
of Seattle) here, I find thaet Italiens are belng diseriminated -
Germans sre being discriminated - in fect, who aren't belng dis-
eriminated?

Well, thanks for listenin ,.

Got & few camp news from Rev, Fukuyaﬁa today - saw quite a
few new faces toédsy from Hunt and Spokane, All 1s well on the
weatern front. W1ll attend church services for first time this
Sunday &t First Presby, Church ,, about time I got a 1ittle spiritual
food, neh? Haver't had a chance to see a movie yet., Exactly one
month today slnce we left Hunt. THow time flies! :

Am I missing mnchlof camp excltement? Heard about the 32
broken glass panes, wreckage of NMrs, Stillinger's books, short
summary of Mr, Myer's telk,

Do take good care of yourselves -
As aiwail,
Betty




INSERT

Since Mr, Eg, hit a snag in his plan, he came and asked me
to talk to this U.S, man and see what could be done. So I did.
One morning the U.S, man came down to our place and talked
with Mr, Eg, U,S, man talked with U.5, Naval Int, headquarters
and the hdq, said that it was the ronggns&blllgl of the W,R.A, to
do all they can to help Mr. Eg. ge c s former business.

So, we went to W.R.,A., offlce, but Mr. Flstere sald the land-
lord had the perfect right to refuse (property rights, ete,) and
told Mr, Eg. to start business elsewhere. I came out bluntly and
told Mr, Fistere that it was downright discrimination (he didn't
1ike my saying thatl) .. but Fistere just sald ,. "Can't do anything
about it." Sheldon Hegen offered seme adviece -- can't remember 1t
‘gcause I didn't think much of 1it.

What's the W.R.A, doin% in Seattle anyway? It might as well
fold up. Maybe, you think I'm rather hasty in my Judgment, but I'm
one-tracked minded anywsy. If the W,R,A, wants people to come back
and start in business as before, they've got to assure and promlse
these people that they'll fight to the limit to get them on thelr
feot again! If W,R,A, doesn't fight discrimination now, they'll
never get anyplace., As far as I'm concerned, you can tell the
residents in camp "stay in and gambaru" until W.,R.A, 5usranteei
that they'll do all they can to help reestablish the evacuees in .
thelr former businesses, provide jobs, housing , ete. They

have every right to demand 1t,




10-56-C Hunt, Idaho
April 3/45

Deer Hattle and Jim:
Bull session

We miss you. We need your help, Without you, our bulle
fests somehow lack a punch, or somethlng. .

Elmer, Father Joe, Calvin end I ususlly meet almost every
dey, or oftener at nlght, compare notes, unload our woes, pet
peeves, and hatch plots,

Actually, nothing of a really calamitous nature has happen-
ed here, but we seem dally to be involved In something which
appears both pressing and important. ‘

Law and Order

Juvenile delinquency problems are probably in No. 1 spot
just now, The case of the 8 boys is about to be closed, as far
as we are concerned, The 6 gullty (?) are on probation here _
and when no a,p, would accept job as Probation Officer, I had the
C. Council appoint a Juvenile Board (now 0,K, by Stafford and the
Judge of Jerome) of 3 members: Genys Oye (ehairman, Funt U,8,0,
aged 27), Father Joe and Dick Kanaya, I'm acting secretary, The
Juv, Board is scting as Probation Officer - so the boys will now
get a break,

In my arguments with the Judge, to get the boys back here
not sent to reform school, I used, among others, the point that
"why crack down on these boys? There were 15 or more involved,
What's the point in making an example gf the boys when others
involved haven't even been apprehended”?

1
Se; Stafford, Kleinkopf, Harper plus a group of teachers,

went all out, had the F,B,I, agent in here, who turned in a 1ist
of 9 more boys with the comment:

"These are the missing © who were afrald to come forward,

These are constant trouble makers. With your consent we
A will take them out permanently."”

i

So I got the boys, 9, together - and they are swell kids!
Elmer got all excited, of course, I found out for sure that only
3 out of the 9 could even possibly have been involved in the H.S,
vandalism, Elmer and I worked on the boys « have them behaving
1ike angels in school - I worked on Barrett - and, as things stand
today, I believe that the case 1s dropped - nothing will happen to
the boys. I've threatened an expose of the H,S5, mis-handling;
Elmer is working out & case history of the boys to prove educational
bungling.
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Learned today (seeret) that Sam Yanada and Henry Tambara,
both out of original 8, are required by the WRA to relocate;
Sheir fanilies, seelll] and FFests] He'll lesk fate it,
verify 1t, and go to work, of course,

Enclosed coples of letters exchanged between C., Cowneil
and Stafford may be of interest. I wrote one of them. sold
the approach to the C, Council, just for the hell of it - an
experiment., Haddoyuhknow? no answer, nothing, not even a
peep out of H,L.S., even in later meetings!! I don't know
what the score is.

JeACo s, on closure

I've got the official minutes, English, of Salt Lake Confer-
ence, and have written for an extra copy to send to you. See
Bill Hosokama's criticism in P.C, column? I wrote P.C,, asking
what it was intended to do - for whose eyes was it intended %m -
gz what it hopes to accomplish - explaining reaction of every
group to the article, less public relations - the better,

Closure

Several a.,p.'s have told me that it's been decided somewhere
(Justice Department?) that it is subversive to fight the elosing
of the centers. Hinder the war effort - 70,000 to relieve mane
power shortage. Warning to me? Where does the 14 man committee
stand? Literal translation sounds like - "Committee to find
facts, investigate, re problems connected with closing of center"
but what is it, actually?

C,T. Takahashi

Did I tell {ouf C.T. is now a detainee, segregee! Secret.
But he's 1living in here as visitor, paying for his room and board}
He's started preparations for making a court case out of it -
Habeas Corpus plus "show cause." Don't forget, he has a letter
from the U,S, Army iving him a seml-officlal status as recrulter
for the Sloux Dopot? and a C-gas ration out of it.

Santa Fe riot

Hear about riots at Santa Fe? 250, about, new Tuleans
came - 2 agitators" were sent elsewhere, demonstration, tear-gas
bombs, 4 internees badly beaten up by guards, altbgether 15 sent
away, destination unknown, and the Tuleans now separated, con-
fined to barbed wire double fence enclosure, within the camp!l

Rumor: a delegate to Salt Lake Conference has recently been
interned at Santa Fe, He says all delegates will be interned
unless they stop working against center closures. I don't belleve
it - but seems true that that delegate was interned,

So much for now,
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I've seen all your letters, I think, except the longest
one - it's missing emong Father Joe's stack of papers, I belleve.
Thanks, lots, for the letters.

Ogawa

Hope you can read my secrawl,

I'm frustrated - confused, Actually tried to sell Lillian
the 1dea of relocating, with kids (they've got to have a school
to go to) and leave me here - no response, yet. I'm interested
in this place. :

Minidoka

Pressures are increasing. Employment cuts here and there,
Yet hospltal, and many important offices in ad, area (Relocation
office, for one) are actually bogging down due to the best stenos,
ete, relocating rather faster'n I expected. What they gonna do?

Relocation office

Your suggestlon about deing something ebout Relocation Office-
I now know why. I tried help some neighbors get processed, Vow!
I'm mad, Inefficlency, discourtesy, - terrible! Besides:
Relocation, Welfare, Evac., Prop. and Reports Office are not co-
ordinated - actually antagonistiec,- open warfare! Hope I can
stay out of it, for a while,

Regards from Lilllan.
Cheerio,
Tommy Ogawa




U.S, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY
Minidoka Relocation Center

Hunt, Idaho

March 19, 1945

The Community Council
Block 22
Hunt, Idaho

Attention: Mr, I, Oyama, Chalirman
Subject: Recreation Hall, Block 39
Gentlemen:

It appears that persons who seek to embarrass the Counecil
and Block Commissioners have committed vandalism in the above
recreation hall, Evidence of a desire to burn down the bullde
ing and thereby imperial (sic) other buildings in the Bloeck
is apparent by the exposlng of the ends of live wires where
short circults would normally result from contact of the wires,

With the bellef that the Community Government will wish
to make an investlgation, and hold hearings, so that the

hoodlums responsible may be discovered the matter 1s herewith
being referred to the Council, The Councll has the power to
summon witnesses and hold hearings. The Staff of Internal
Security are ready to ald in the investigation, If the
Council as a whole is unprepared to take charge of this
matter the Judicial Commission should be convened,

If, by any possibility, the Community Government does
not consider that this destruction of Rec, Hall 39 comes
within its investigational responsibilitlies, we wlll appre-
eiate a report to that effect, In such event we will place
the matter in the hands of the F.,B.,I. so that further cases
of malicious destruction will be avolded,

Cordially yours,

H.Lo Stafford
Project Director




OFFICE MEMORANDUM

5-20-1945

TO: W.,E, ﬁl'llngl Ass't Project Director
in charge o 6perationu

FROM: C+E. Plank, Senior Engineer
SUBJECT: Estimate of Damage to Reec. Bldg. #39

The following 1s an estimated cost of materiels and labor that
would be necessary to repair recreation building #36.

50 pieces " x 48" x 96" Celotex $80.00
32 pleces " x 48" x 120" Celotex €4,00
2 3'0 x 6'8" 5 panel doors 8,00
4 rim locks 1.80
33 10" x "12 window glass . 3430
Electrical fixture and wiring 15.00
Labor 135,40

Total - $306,50

Senior Englneer




COMMUNITY COUNCIL OFFICE
Minidoka Project
Hunt, Idaho

Mareh 22, 1945

Mr., H, L, Stafford
Project Director
Hunt, Idaho

SUBJECT: Reereation Hall, Bloek 39
Dear Sir:

This response to your communicetion regarding the subject
topie, under date of March 19, 1945, 1s in line with careful
deliberations accorded it by 6onnciimom and Block Commissioners
in Special Joint Meeting held this afternoon.

You will be Interested to learn that our first reactions
consisted essentlally of a majority opinion that the making of
investigations for the purpose of discovering the pernon(s?
responsible for the vandalism, is obviously & matter falling
within the dutles, functions, and jurisdiction of the project
administration's Internal Security force, according to our
understanding of W,K,A, administrative manuals and instructions,

Subsequent dellberatlions, however, crystalized into a
ma jority acceptance of the foilowing course of asction:

The Community Council wishes to express its appreciation of
your actlon in this matter, an obvious manifestation of recog-
nition and eonfidence on your part, involving, as it apparently
does, a delegation by the project administration to the evacuee
government of certaln additional responsibilities,

The Councll has declided to undertake the making of investigations
in accordance with your referrsl, on the condition that you
delegate to the Councll a certain additional measure of adminis-
trative jurlsdictlional authority, a step which is obviously a
natural corollary to the dnlegation of added responsibility.
Destruction, mis-use, and theft, of government property, all
appear to be in the same categorys and so we define "added
responsibility” as mentioned fn the foregolng, to mean Councll
responsibility to make investigations, summon witnesses
hold hearings for the purpose of discovering the probabie
perpetrators of crimes in the above-stated category.

and

In nn{ democratlc or semi.democratic system, it is our

understanding that the delegation of duties and responsibilities
1s accompanied by the delegation of privlleges and authority,

in similar proportions, as a matter both of practicabllity and
sense of fairness., Hence we belleve that the condition attached
to our acceptance of the burden of responsibllity, is justifiable
and reasonable,
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We hereinunder enumerate the items covering "additional
measure of administrative jurisdictional authority which com-
prise our "condition":

1, Council responsibility to investigate destruetion,
mis-use, and theft, of govermment property attached
to this project, be extended to all such cases,
Investigations of any such cases be undertaken upon
the initlative or instigetion of the Community
Counell, as well as against referrals from the
project adminlstration. Since, in the majority of
such cases, the finger of suupiclon is pointed at
evacuee residents, and it is a fact that a member
of the appolinted staff personnel may be involved
in the gullt, (especlally in cases of theft or
mis-use of govermment property), the Council be
empowered to meke and finish comprehensive investi-
gations even If the final findings would charge or
ac:gao, as prebably gullty, an appointed star%
member,

Inasmuch as the Internal Security Section is to
funetion under the Councll, by assisting not the
administration but the Council which makes investi-
gations 1in such cases; the entire Internal Security
Sectlon be reorganlized, and coordinated under the
Counc1l's jurisdiction, to the extent that the
Couneilix ossesses administrative authority to
determine (a) 1ts personnel, (b) the scope of its
duties and powers, and (c) ite policies, inclusive
of the mammer in which 1t shall assist in investi-
gations,

Inasmuch as the Councll is to funetion as an in-
vestigational organization in capacity similar to

e municipal police depariment, with the esdded power
of being able to summon witnesses, and without the
duty of meking arrests or of detaining the accused;
in cases wherein the accused, identifled as a result
of Councll investigation, 1s later made subject of
determination of gullt or of penalty, in any regular
court or by any eauthority, the Council be required,
invariably, to have on hand lts representation which
is to be heard as & witness for the prosecutlion, and
also is to present the result of its ilnvestigations
pertaining to the case,

The vandalism was committed at Recreation Hall of Block 39,
which constitutes the subject of your communication, It might
be pertinent to inform you that our preliminary investigations
have disclosed the following:

1, The subject bullding has not, for some months, been
used, nor available for use by evacuee residents,
It has been locked during that time, and the kl!l
retained by the administration, We understand that

I.‘:IL; |
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some residents of Block 38, on making requests of
the Community Activities Sectlon for use of the
building for recreational purposes, were denied.

There appear to be evidences to support the prob-
abllity that the vandalism occurred many months

ago, perhaps as early as August of last year, There
is also the possibllity that the vandalism occurred
over a perioed of time, perhaps by numbers of differ-
ent individuals at dlfreront times,

This Counecll has only recently taken office. It 1s hopeful
of creating the best of relationships with the project administra-
tion, and towards thet end, is prepaered to give full cooperation
in maturr and esks full cooperation 1in return. Such, we belleve,
is the basis of "joint participation,”

We again thank you for referring this case to us, as we are
mindful of the fact thet in a similar case of vandalism perpetrated
last month at the project high school, you dld hot even bring the
matter to the attention of the Council then in office, We refer,
of course, to the case of the elght juvenlles who were the subject
of juveniie ecourt proceedings at Jerome, Idaho, with wide-spread
newspaper publicity. In consideration of publiec relations with
the outside, at least, and also, perhaps, in the matter of deter-
mining the identity of the allegedly gullty boys prior to thelr
errest, we are inclined to believe that Council participation in
the case from its earlier stages might have contributed something
of value,

Kindly note that our acceptance of Investigational responsi-
bilities in the subject case, as per procedures you have outlined,
might possibly be better held in abeyanee, pending your obtalning
of approval from the Natlonal Headquarters of the W.R.,A,, to the
effect that the same may be included within the scope of functlons
of community government. We have in mind some unmistakably clear
statements previously made to the Councll, also the Judiclal
Commission, by W,R,A, authorities, that matters pertaining to
theft, mis-use and destruction of govermment property, were not
within the jurisdictional scope of responsibilities of community
govermment,

Respectfully yours,

Twao Oyama, Thalrman
Community Council




Takasugito to Sakoda
March 28, 1945

Dear Hattie and Jimmy:

It was g0 good to hear from both of you, Am so glad your
both settled and happy in your new surrounding, I don't mind
being in Derkeley, myself, I can stlil]l remember how beautiful
it was and what an impression it made on our visit, So your
both fitting right in like o0ld times, I'm glad, but Hattle
don't you try to overload yourself, After all, a home takes
up quite a blt of time and energy. However I think your plans
to brush up on shorthand and typing an excellent idea, If I
was younger and if that work appealed to me more 1I'd do the
same, If I take up anything it'll be sewing., Matter of fact
I hope to be able to work after this baby comes et & nice
dress shop, 1f ma 1s well enough to take over some of the
house duty, Will llke te hear more about everything as you
teke things in,

Was I surprised about your plpe and sitting at a desk and
etc, Watch out for that business man's bulge, your much too young
to start in on that, ESay, please give our regards to Dorothy
Thomas. I like her a lot too.

The conditions (reception to Japanese) out in Vestern coast
doesn't sound so good., Guess we'll have to plan on staying here
at leest for the duration,

Kingo has given up the idea of ﬁetting & place or a car,

What is your reason for wishing he dld-'t? ZXingo is just dis-
couraged, Have to pay so much for a pile of junk, Houses we
can afford are llke barns,

Kingo's folks are stlll vague about coming, although ma
made 1t clear she's coming, She's suffering from (Japanese
characters) on her leg so I couldn't expect much from her, Our
minister has already lined up a good job for pa,

About writing to our folks about Ruby, Shall we walt t1l11
they ask about her? Niesan doesn't think we ought to tell them,
I wrote and sald our 3 boys were fine. If you could compose a
note and make 1t plain she had the bast of care and her heart
couldn't take much more even wlthout a baby, maybe it's best to
write., But I'd like to read the note before you send it and
esk Niesan what he thinks about it. You see he's thinking we
shouldn't tell,

Mede the lousiest looking fudge and sent it tec you., Wish
someone in camp eould just keep it 1lnstead of forwarding it to
you, I'm ashamed of 1t but I thought 1t would cheer you up
(having to get held back in camp).

Have taken Tadd's picture and sent it to you today. He's
not able to walk yet., People got's more amused with him because
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he laughs and smiles, We got him a spring coat and I knit him

a white tam and white sweater wlth blue e6lephant and white punts
set, I'm so amused at myself, because I'm so happy when I dress
him up (it just thrilles me), Imagine what fun 1t will be to have
a girg and dress her up in all kinds of cute clothes,

Am singing "I know my redeemer liveth" agaln this Easter,
Our cholirs giving a centata, This Easter I'm not getting a thing
except & gold bracelet and an earring. I'm beginning to show
already and I welgh 146# alreedy. Doctor sald I1f I con't want to
be & fatty to help my weight down to 160#. How am I golng to do
that I1f he tells me to rest and keep off my feet, and I want to
eat 1lke a horse, especially cakes and ples,

Well I better close now, Happy Easter to you beth, Of
course you'll be at some church Easter morning,

Love,

Mny.




Father Joe to Sakoda

Dear Jdim & Hatchan....

Thanks for your letters, one to the group, one to me, and
the last one to Tom, Elmer and myself, (this %z my typling all
over!) I debated whether to eccept the cheek or not, but finally
declded to teke it and make use of 1t here for our sesslonsa,

Gee, thanks a real lot....You can hardly reallze how much it
means to our young people to have an opportunity to sit down
and talk sbout everything,.

This week 1s supposed to be the sacred week, but so far I
have been stuck with the most secular things only. And needless
to say I am busy, so this must be very brief.

Graham

John Graham approached to Calvin to write a comprehensive
report for him. It means a lot to us, because I know Com.
Analysist, has the same 1dea, Those two departments in Washing-
ton never seem to get along., I don't know whether Cal ls golng
to do it or not.

law and order

Unprintable: Three or four evacuee gals have been sleeplng
st EP's and have gone out with them gulte frequently. Irr, J.
section wanted to print thls story, but Tom discouraged them,
After all, one of the gals is the wife of & serviceman, and it
will not help the situation at all, Finally, Court Marshall
took it up, and it will be teken care of by {nem, MPs appre -
hended by MPs, this 13 Americseces

Yoshl 1s swamped with all the work for Baster, but she will
write for the group immediately after EHaster.




POSTCARD

6C Roble Rd

Berkeley b

Farch 30th
My dear kr, James Sekoeda:

I have forgotten orne good place for real good chlcken

dinner. When you have spare time go to "0ld South" restawr-

ant meme on end of Ashby St,, Bastend near Tunnel Road.

This is mighty good place for chleken and turkey.

teorge ©, Ura




Marech 11, 1945

Dear Hattle:

I'1]l have to apologize to you for not writing to you sooner!
Really, Hattle, I was s0 unsettled with myself, I possibl
couldnit concentrate and write to anybody. In the first ce,
my address was indefinite, so I couldn't write anyways., It
really took me exactly a month before I was settled down with
a job and a place to stay in. And was it a headache for mel
No kidding! Thinking Chicago as a paradise was my great big
mistake, and instead I found doubling disappointments! I
was so disgusted over everything. I was ready to turn back
home anyday. As far as the dirtiness of the city is concerned,
I was warned ahead so much, it really didn't bother me too
much! But it was my Job and a place to stay that I found so
much difficulties in, There's been so much red tape in accept-
ing a job, I had to think twice before I took one. After all,
I really came thls way to go to a school and come home again!
Oh, well, although I am not too contented and satisfied with
my job and my home, I'm settled down for a while anyway, so
please do not worry. I realize now that, all this time, I was
running around looking for jobs and golng for interviews was
my most exciting time, although I was in with a lot of worries!
I'm only too selfish! The life 1s really dull and monotonous
now to me!l

I am working as a typlst at a Book Pub, Co. and am steying
at a home working for my room and board., I hope to do some
savings this way too! As i1f I willl I felt very lonesome and
tight staying in with a family, but I'm getting quite used to it
now, At least, I don't have any worries about the cookings!

And it keeps me out of mischiefs, too, although I really came
out here to have some fun!

Before I forget, I must thank you for the "s.......".
You shouldn't have done it, Hattlie! Please say thanks to Jimmle,
too!l

By now, I assume you have gained back your normal health,
I hope so anyway. FPlease do take the best care of yourself!

I've come across many Tacomans and my camp friends, too

but I haven't had a chance to see Fuml, Yone and the group yoé!

I found out that they are livinf somewhere near my place, so 1
)

hope to look them up soon! Am looking forward to 1t with

anxiety too!l

Well, I must be closing now for I'l]l have to set the tables.
Will tell you more later,

Always,
Tamiko




Father Joe

March 12, 1945

Dear Jim and Hat-chan.....

Recelved your card from Shoshone. Gee, I miss both of
you a lotil! How dare you ecould walk out on us, hum, that's
my sentimentality, of course., Anyway, so far nothing has
happened, except three boys got hold of WRA car and went to
Twin to see show. They were apprehended by the Twin Fall
Police, who belong to the different ecounty, and I'm expect-
ing some kind of legal complication there,

Vhen I asked Tom to see Helen about it this afternoon,
to my great surprise, the High School authority was totally
unaware of this fact, Such is efficlency,

It is around 6.00 a,m,, and I'd better hit the hay,
otherwise I'll be no good the rest of the day. If Mich were
here, she could write my letters for me, but I have no secre-
tary at night nowadays, so here I am..,

I met Hattli's folks yonterdayi and I will see them agaln

about your brother, Don't worry, will fix him up,

I just wrote a letter to my frienmd Dr, Thorlackson,
268 Stanford Ave, Berkeley 8, Tel, AShbury 0150, asking him
to look you up. He is a Lutheran Pastor, at present working
for OWI. A fine fellow. Hope you can get acquainted with
hlm......wl‘ite me, ha,.. Tom is OE,

Alweys,

Pr. Joe




Ura to Sakoda

Mar. 24
60 Roble R4,
Berkeley 5, Cal,

Mr, James Sakoda
Dear Sir:

Just received your kind letter of Mar, 20th,

As to the turkey and chicken dinners, I have eaten
no. of times at 5-10-16 cent store restaurant, I did not
notice the exact name of this store, but if I am not
mistaken, it was one of Woolworth stores.

The dinner was only 75 cents, but whether they have
turkey and chicken dinners every day or not, you might
try someday.

About T-Bone steak. I have eaten one of those restaur-
ants at down town,

You might try one by one and you might strike at last,

Wishing you a good luek,

Sincerely yours,

George Ure




March 19, 1946

Dear Jimmy:

it 1s with a feeling of great gullt I pen this note to
you., I know that with your usual forbearance, you would
forgive me without my offering any lame excuses, Such ls
not necessary among friends, but it doesn't eese my con-
science any the less, The fact that I do not write 1s no
indication that you are not thought of. On the contrary,
I frequently vow and solemnly that I'd write but then, you
know what wicked habit procrastination can be! It seems
a shame too, because I have lost track of Kenny, Tom! snd
Tanstsu end many whose kindness to me made my junlor year
so memorable,

Spring has at last come here in Ann Arbor. Long
wearied of this dreary winter, people are findlng much jJjoy and
delight in even the slightest sign. There 1s a hldden Joy
and exuberance everywhere; in the sky, the budding trees,
the greening lawns, singing birds, volces and faces, young
and old., Spring and with it Easter: - may this find you
and yours well and may I add Easter wlshes for you,

Sincerely,
Relkeo




WAR MANPOWER COMMISSION

163 Kearny Street - 3ixth Floor
Sen Francisco 8, California
March 15, 1946

Evacuatlon and Resettlement Study
of the University of California
207 CGlannini Hall

Berkeley 4, Celifornia

Attentlon: Dorothy Swaine Thomas
Dear lMlss Thomas:

Thle 1s in reply to your letter of March 12, 1645 in
which you request our interpretation of the essentiality
of your activity.

We understand that you are engaged in studying the problem
of the relocation of the Japanese evacuees,.

Group 83, Educational Services in the List of Essential
Activities includes, "educational and sclentific research
agencies,” and by this incluslon, we interpret the activity of

our stuéy group to be essentlal for purposes of War Manpower
ommission regulations governing employment,

Our interpretation does not necessarlly reflect the opinion
of Selective Service. :

Yours very truly

Sam Kagel
State Manpower Director
Northern California

By Larry Maringer, Chief
Manpower Utilization Diviston




Kurose to Sakoda

April 19, 1045
Thursdey nite
9:00 PM

Dearest Ne-san:

Hi, toots! What's cookin'? Recelved your most welcome
letter this afternoon, Your life seems to be cremmed full of
thinge to do. It's a durn shame there's only two of you,

You oughta have more around to do all the things you're doing,
Too bad I can't be of any help. You ean be sure I'm rootin'
on your slde. I know you've & lot of hardships to overcome
yet, but I know you'll keep right along.

Everyone over here is fine. Jest fine indeed! 1I'm
leading a bum's life - doing nuthin' all day long. Pop is
st1ll working in camp., He expects to leave a few days after
I pull out, Which brings me to the news of my active duty
call, Iy name is on the list of (sad) guye leaving this
camp on the lst of May. There's seven or eight of us, and
I know not a one amongst them, Aln't it a shame though?

My buddles are to be perfect strangers, I had great plans
made for the next month, I wuz so durn tired of this place,
I talked Mom into letting me go to Minreapelis via Heart
Mountain., After lMinneapolls, I was goling to head towards
Chi. The plans seemed to good to be true, and that's the way
i1t turned out., Too good to be truel! Yup, after all my
planning, the durn notice showed up, I tell you, it would've
made & preacher cuss, (Mebbe even Father Joe.)

Your lecture on my "principles and ideals" was carefully
soaked in by your dear brother, He isn't so stupid that he
can't see the wisdom of your words, Rest assured he will
act accordlng to - I mean accordingly to your advice, Father
Joe 1s In Seattle and will be back on the 21st. I'l]l see him
then and see what cooks, I hope you're not worrying about
me, Please don't, '

The feed Mom alings is terrifie., Of all the "goshiso" -

echicken, sashiml, Dad's wine, etc., ete, Doesn't that make
your mouth water, Right now there's two chicken on hand, Gee,
what Jimmy eouldn't do if he were herel!! By the way, Mom
wants you to look around for some material - no, she wants to
know whether there's any sultable msterial for her to work on

a three-plece sult, (I think she's golng to make it for
herself, If you happen to come across any, send some samples,
please, Got 1t? No order from me. DBy the way, seal your next
?nvglofe gir-tight., I want to breathe some real California

SF) alir.

A certain family left for S4e'to and they left their address
which was to be sent to you., (I'm enclosing it with this letter).
They expressed wishes of having you look them up if and when you
happened to be up thelir way,
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I sho' 1s dead in camp! I cooled my fanny long ago and
I haven't seen anything yet that will warm it up, (Am I getting
a blt - as they say in camp - corroded?) I've seen every show
which ceme into camp since my arrival, Tonight I saw "Double
Indemnity" - yes, again, Good, nevertheless, On, my, the gams
and ---- on that Stanwyck, Woo, woo, "Sakamoto Ryumse" came
into camp, and I saw that twice., Really was good. It was a
treat to see a Nihon-elﬁa ugnan. The actress was plenty sharp -
I mean sharp looking., "Ryuma" was just sharp,

Dad 1s declphering your letter at the present moment, Mom
is teklng a shower, She still goes to her Lnglish class everyday.
I hel?ed with her lesson yesterday and ske got a "74" out of it,

I ain't going to mess around enymore, Nossirrrreeceel!ll,

That's thirty for tonite., 'Nite, Tell Jim not to study
toe hard,

Love,

George

A joke:

Teacher: Mery, who was ¥oses mother?
¥ary: The pharosh's daughter,
T: No, your wrong., She's the one who found
him in the reeds.
M: Huh, thet's her story!




April B, 1945
Hunt, Idaho

Deayr Hattle:

I recelved your letter some time ago thru your father,
Thanks & lot for wrlting to me when you are se busy settling
down,

How does the "Land of Sunshine" appeal to you after such
a dull life in camp? From what your mom informs me both of
you are golng to school, he, That's just wonderfull! I know
more schoollng one does 1t comes handy in later 1life,

Cemp is the same mk ol' place, Nothlng new happens,

We are busy as ever at the store - Singe you've left your
mom deesn't show up so often. Golly! she must miss wou both!
I guess it won't be long until both of them will be joining you.

Mr, Fukiu was in visiting from Burley not very long ago,
He tells me Micky, Dot Fujimoto and Miwako Fukuyama are in town
of Tacoma looking the town over,

Have you heard sbout Mine-chan going back there the lst
part of May, taklng all her family, teo. Well, they have thelr
own home 80 no worrying about housing problem. The last I've
gggrd Hisa and Tanaku san were planning to relocate to Cleveland,
[+ 1

Tsuyoshi Horike just came 1n camp for his spring vacation
and to meet his new daughter Shirley Takeko born about couple
of weeks ago, She resemble the Horlkls, He wanted me to go
back to town with him but I'm still scared, Sooner or later
we all have to be out of here so the gquicker the better but
in my case everything is hard to declide, I almost go crazy
trying to figure this problem out.

Good thing I'm occupled during the day or else I probably
would be in Black Foot.

Well, Hattle, take 1t easy and let the lovely Callfornia
sunshine soak into you between your studies. Please remember
me to Jim,

Sincerely,
Yone




UNIVERSITY OF CALIFORNIA

Evacuation and Resettlement Study
207 Glannini Hall
Berkeley 4, Callifornia

Merch 15, 1946

0ffice of War Houslng
Berkeley, Californie

Gentlemen:

This will introduce Mr, James Sakoda, Kesearch
Asslstant regularly employed by the University of
Callfornie's Evecuation and Resettlement Study.

This study has been interpreted as "essential" by

the War Hanpower Commission. Confirmetion of this
atatement can be obtalned by telephoning Mr. Ziesenhenne,
Garfleld ©986 (State Office, Northern California,

1568 Keerny Street).

Issuence of & card entitling Nr, Sakeda and wife
to war housing will be appreclated,

Very sincerely yours,

Porothy 8. Thomas
Director

Mr, Anderson Glen. 5631




Matsuda to Sakoda

April 11, 1946

Dear Jim:

Sometime ego I read with interest your first letter from
Berkeley., MMy delays in letter writing is & habit, but long as
I am at Snelling I ean always say I am too busy with something.

Overseas duty

Time walts for no one - I have slready completed over half
of prescribed courses such as gremmar, geography, seven texts
of reading, sosho, and other major subjects which are rsstricted
from disclosure, Up till now the weather was a real Hinnesota
weather. After a week of ralny days the lawns suddsnly became
green, DLven Minnesota can be beautiful once a year., We take
no physical tralining yet. All day and two hours & in the evene
irgs we slt and stare at bulky Harvard dlctloparies, Some take

interest, many get bored and fed up, most don't give a darn,

In my class, which has the reputation of being the highest there
g half of the class are willing to be mssisned before aduation
which 1s scheduled Tor July 7, Nobody Vabts to remein Eere as
"tagpopary instructors.” As the days get warmer young fencies

start Eo ©ol1l and we all seek adventure. (Strictly mllitary of
course),

Exelusion orders

Recently my brother wrote to me stating that he was involved
in "Exelusion Order” which I am unaware of, If I understand it
correctly 1t provides that some nisel are unwelcomed in the three
western states., He 1s flnding some channel to elarify and erase
that off his record., I met him on my way to N, Y, on my furlough.
Next month we will get another furlough for a week again,

Tule Lake and parents

For securlty reasons no M,I,5, graduate or students are
allowed to visit Tule Lake and although Nr, Takemoto 1s wIITlng‘
© help me get a permit, I have a very chance of seelng my folks,
I'd better see them after the war 1s over. I guess I have to
et home sick first, A Tulean friend writes to me &nd sSends me
ewell Star," In spite of warnings by the Dept, of Justice they
still practice demonstratlions and expressed loyalty te Japan so
many have been plcked up and sent to N, Dakota, I am sure gled
I dldn't take 0ld man's advice. It seems as 1 get to step
on Japan soll before my repatriated parents.

Relocation

At the Fort a half 1s Hawall and I don't hear any talks on

relocation problems, Many are no doub rectly concerned bu
e soldler can't render help as much as he wants to, From wha
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i gather people seem to be slow in moving out of their beleved
OWE' ™ -

As the training progresses our minds ere filled with future
pest. Kine out of ten I'1ll be pnaatng through Sen Franeisco
this summer, I hope to be Sgt, Matsuda by then.

I em glad to know that that locker was satisfactory. The

soldier whe visiteé you in Hunt was my elessmete, 4 "hello" to
Hattie and may thls mlsslve find you in best of health,

8incerely,

Tak

Italies by Sakoda




Pather Joe to Sakoda.

The Church of the Foly Apostles
22-T-C
Hunt, Idaho

April 25, 19456
Dear Frilends:

Thanks for your eccount of housing situstion down there.
Cal read 1t to the exclusive group, and he looked sort of
embarrassed as he came to the subjeet of the tollet paper,
George stepped in, end he too shared the joy of readgng the
actual siltvation from hie brother in law,. ¥n fact, ho is
already in the swing of our 1ife Isre, Fe helpe us in typlng,
and joins 1n bull session,

Tom mu=t have written you documents about our trip to
Northwest. I asked him to accompany me especially due to the
fact that various civie organrizations and Church people necded
g#ed presentation, and I am happy to say that Tom was simply
wonderful, As usual, I'm cookling something, and 1t may dis-
appoint you 1f and when something should take place for Tom,
however, I want you to keep it under your hat for the time
being. VYnly please understand that I owe ILilian and kids to do

something to reinstate Tom's status here in this country, It is
nothing drastle as some people might guess, tho, I'll keep you
posted, of course,

Sol Kimball was walting for me when I came home last
Saturday, Sunday, we had Sol, Elmer, Helen, John Graham, Cal,
Fudge for supper and talked until late, Sol opened up and
I rather suspect a bottle of brandy did a let of good that
ﬂighto

Monday night. Markley ceme over, and Tom, Kiml,K George
Kurose, Mary Watanabe Frank's sister--, Calvin and Eimer
went to town., FElmer was dlsgusted that night, as we dld most
of the talking. It did him a lot of good, too,

Tuesday night, we had Sol Kimball, George, Cal, Tom,
Gerry Oye and Eimer for supper. %We had an interesting evening
with international problems and what have you, Right elong, we
have been mising you and small woman as you call Hatti, Honest-
ly, it will do a lot of good to cuss Washington and local people
up and down like we dld lately.

Vie are still cooking up a lot of things. One important
item of our discusslon was the offer from Dorothy Thomas, of course,
In view of the fact that Tom is not expected to stay here too long,
I hn?o you and Dr. Thomas don't expect him to do this until the
doom's day., However, I am working on Tom to dictate the materials
daily or so to a giri and send 1t in to you..... I still feel
sleepy as Sol, Tom and myself stayed up until 4:00 a.m, Anyway,
last night I approached to Martha Higashida, who has been helping
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Franl: Miyamoto right along, and got her consent to be Tom's
secretery while she and Tom are here, So, you will recelivs a
letter from Tom ebout it, and hope it will work out all right.

But es to the future, I rather think 1t 1s important to
lmpress Ur, Thomas that homorarium she offers will not be enou hi
Tom and Martha arve willing to do whatever they can for you, bu
ordinary people no matter how small a time and labour they put in,
they seem to expect more, Vell, this is just to warn you so that
when Tom Jeft, you wlll be able to take it over with Dornth{,
provided you stlll want it. If, however, we have college kids
come back beflore their inductlon, the present scheme will be more
than sufficlent. I was just thinking sloud,

Sol 1s leaving todey. He tells me that Stafford suggested
to Oyama yesterdey to have a jolnt meeting of ad members end
COUNCIL and CONNISSIONERS regularly, without any preparation, just
to ges what kind of problems they have in common., I con see
beautiful dangers of verlous kinds, but Oyama Cked 1t,

1 College Bound wlll Invite Webb, Social Welfere and Young,
“elocatlion, both from Washington, tonight, and after that we will
take them to town._ I have whale a lot of things in mind, Another
w.. hour session, I must say.

Tomorrow, Harding will get here, end we are anticipsting
troubles on the matter of foed.

o the life here isn't dull, Hope you can set the date for
your vislit, because both Tom and I have to leave, Tom for good and
I for visiting purpose, and we want to stay here until you come.
So, please hurry up, or shall we start a riot for you?

Enclosed you'll find a copy of my letter to Paul Ruseh, and
I'm sure things will be all right.

Always,

Do you hear from Mich, Eugine and Rensof?

Please write to them sometime, as they seem to feel lonesome,
Hat-chan, let me assure you thtt we are enjoylng having
George so very much. He i{s a nice, clean fellow and gals
adore him when he works in the office, Don't worry beceuse
he knows what he 1s doing., He hasn't started smoking pipe

as yet. Slow process, I should say.




April 25, 1945

Ma jor Paul fusch
Director of Personnel
Ft., Snelling, Mimn,

Dear Paul,

Thank you very much for your publicatlon for Easter. I'm slso
enjoying the letters from the Phillppines through you. Recentl:

i made a trip to the Paclific Northwest with my brother snd Fujlko,
W1ll tell you all about the highlights of the conventions we had
over there. The Blshop of Olympla had a letter from his son John,
who happens to be 1n the Philippine Islands, He stated that Jehn
had met Elshop Binsted, who was asking about us. I certainly hope
that we willl bave a happy reunion of our friends in the near future,

Now I'm writing to you on behelf of my friend George furose, whose
family I have known quite well, He is gsending his applicetion in
to the MISLS, and I trust you will be Iinterestsd enough to review
his flles end teke some actlon on it, ¥is serial number is 30524664
he is expecting to report to Fort Douglas on the first of Nay for
active duty. I understand he has to go through basic training
samawhere, I am advising him to keep you ifnformsd of his where-
abouts, If he hag to send in mnother spplicstion later, please
edvise me. George 1s & remarkable young msn and hes & pretty sollid
background of Japenese language, At the time of his Induction,

he was attending the State College of Washington. I'm sure he

will be useful in your line, and if you need more information

sbout his background end sbility, 1'd be most heppy to furnish

them immedistely,

Also let me take this opportunity te chesk up on Pvt, Joe T, Sholji,
ASH 30931209, Co, C 208 ITB, Csmp Blanding, Fla, He will be
through with his basic training shortly, #1th nis background of
Japanese language, I think he, too, will be most useful in your
line, Joe's father 1s a Priest of the Church, having served
thirty-five yeéars in Seattle, At the present time, he working with
me at Hunt, I know the family well and that Joe's acceptance inte
Snelling is the best thing that can happen, for both Joe and his
folks have been thlnking of ministry as hls future, and the Japa«
nese language 1s obviously needed, Joe had applied for Snslling
some time ago., Will you look back on his flles at your earlies
convenlence,

Some time ago, I wrote to you sbout Pvt. Frank Sugeno, ASN 39931197,
Co, B 208 ITB, Camp Blanding, Florida, He, too, had applied for
Snelling and 1s anxlously awaiting his acceptance, As I said in my
gravioua letter, he 1s a brillient student and has a good background
e was sttending the Bates University in Maine,

Everytime I write you I seem to keep you occupled with the boys,
However, you know by this time the boys I recommend will not dis-
appoint you, and I hope these three close friends of mine will be
given your speecial attentlion and kind consideration, May God

bless you always, Thank you
’ . T8 Most faitnfully and affectlionately,




J 4/20/456 FPriday

1. Birthdsy and Pipe

Tomorrow is my birthday, and Hattie and I went out to
eat for the first time. Hattie thought it would be & good
“idea if we ate a chop sueys I didn't object because I like
- it, but was afraid that we would not be able to get any decent
Chinese food in Berkeley., We went to the olace on University
Avenue, end found the cooking very poor. I guess we'll have
to go to Chinatown for good chop suey,

We went to look for a pipe for myself, something that
Hattie had promised me some time ago for my birthday since
I started to smoke, We stopped in s tobaeco store, and the
man suggested a Kaywoodie, I recognized the brand that Pa-
ther Joe had suggested e being one of the best, After
looking over his case I chose one for U6, I eolso asked for
some mild tobeceo, ~nd he gave me 0ld Brier, Seemsn's, and
Co and Hy, I guess I'll have to try them all before I set-
tle down to & pertioeular brmend,

We were going to do =0 me shopping, but discovered that
Roos Brothers was not open Frid ay evening., Hattie insists
that I buy more slacks to wears

I suggested seeing @ show, but Hettie didn't vent to,




J 4/21/45 Saturday

: Shopping for Furniture

Got & university cer at noon to po shopping for fumi-~
ture, I arranged with Ceorge Sabagh to go together, We
picked up Renee, his wife, snd Hattle, and first went out
to the furniture factory on Sen Psblo Street, I picked out
the largest desk they had for $14 (unfinished), George and
Renee picked out a chest of drawers. Renee said that she
liked the book case with cut in steps~--something that Hattie
want ed me to make, but which I refused to. We also went .
looking for bricks to two places, but couldn't find any.

We then went to Sears in Onkland to see what they had. Ve

saw & kitchen table and cheirs for $17, and decided to buy

it instead of looking further for unfinished furniture. Ve
also paid $20 for a ctton shag rug, 4 by 6, After we ot

home we und that the side had not been ocut straight, and

I rad to retum it the next dsy, It's the same kind of rug
that Renee has, snd so I didn't feel so bad sbout pay ing so
mach for it.

2, Bating at Bertola's

George and Benee said that they were eati ng at Bertola's,
and I insisted that we eat there, %00« I wanted to Know
what the place was like so that we would have & nlsce to
teke friends who drop in. We went a 1little before b, snd
had to wait until 1t opened. If we waited till later, we
would have had to wait, UYhen we left there were about s
dozen groups waiting in line to eat, The food was very good
and very plentiful--all for 31,

3. Renee on o0salie

Renee said tiet she was shocked to hear RHosalle talk
at lorton's that night, I guess most girls would be shocked
at that,

4, Renee and Georpe

Renee said thet she had a lot of dence records, and
seemed to be proud of them, George said that they had more
classienl records, and the two of them startcd & little
spit, It seems like m ltural conflict to MEs




J 4/22/45 Sunday

l, Pixing up the Apsrtment

Washed for Hattie because the burn on her hand isn't
entirely healed, Then spent the rest of the day washing
windows, It was a Job, but the windows shined when I was
throuch with them, They have revived some hope in Hatt ie
that the room still has possibilities, Ve've discnssed
getting aopropriate drapes t make the nlace look nice,

2. oteanks
Hattie paid 17 points =nd bought a norterhouse steak

for tonight, C“here's enough for two uesals, and they were
delimciousd,




J 4/24/45 Tuesdsy

e Paintins "urniture

How that we've boght an unfinished desk we have to
finish it in sone way. Hattie wanted a slightly reddish
finish, I guess she doesn't want snything like red mahogony.,
becoanse she didn't 1ike that, @vidently she bel ieves s
"natural” finish is too light, since all of our honemade
furniture in comp wes dre in this. This morn ing on our
way we stopped in at the Dutch Boy store on University
Avenue, We ssked to see sone slhmdes, and we decided upon
cherry, Since our furniture was unfibhed, the man advised
stain and varnish, Roxokexmzirwrororkshctchedcke I also
had to get a bmsh, To clean the brush I hed to get s
bottle of turpentine, I asked abonut an undercoat, and he
advised shellag, Then I hmd to get aloohel to clean the
brush when I used shellae, All of it ran into nearly
five dollars, I decided thet the experience would be
worth the expense, I can also paint other things, too.

I went home and was goins to sendraper the desk snd
atain it right away whenl lo behold the top of the desk
was noticeably warped right in the midile, Of gourse,
it ocould have happened only because we kept the desk in
the sun by the window, but I'm inclined to bel leve that
the materizl is very poor, I spent sofie time end a lot
of elbow prease planing down the top of the degsk, and
ended up with a fairly flat surface and some holes cansed
by planing in the wrong direction, This wasn't really my
frult entirely beom ce some planks were put togetrer in
the wrong direction for hand planine, I remsried:
Tasunonokel no zeni ushinei, snd Hattie said that she
honed 1 understood what that meant now. I guess she out
one over on ne, You can't exeet anything better from
wartime stuff,




J 4/26/45 Thursday

l, What to Take

Last night it suddenly occurred to me that since I
was fairly safe from being drafted thet I could try for
a doctor's degree without getting a Master's in p8ycho 108y «
Today I discussed the matter with Dorothy, end found out
thet the whole thing wasn't as simple =8 that, In the
first place, even if I vanted to get = degree in sociology,
I would have to have nreliminary training in the field,
which I haven't got., FKven 1f I did, & lack of 2 sociology
demartment mekes it imposeible to get training in that
field adequately. Also, I would still have to make ap
my lenguage recuirements,

Dorothy suggested that it might be better if I aiad
not try for & degree at sll--not even a master's, She
thomght I might profit more from & cour se of study suited
to my needs than a year of work in the psyech departheat,
She was thinking of the Japenese language and culture
angle that I was trying to cepitalize on, snd she thought
that this would be & very good ides in lending a jobe
We tried to think of some wey in which thie could be ar-
rengeds I was thinking mostly of getting & degree first,
and Dorothy thought that e degree might not mean as much
28 the woper training., I was slso thinking in terms of
the three years that I had spent in camp, =oaking up a
lot of sociological treining in the field, I would also
be tied up attempting to vrite up the material for Doro~
thy, end it would be convenient if I conld use some of
it Dr a thesis, 5Still that would not get me on in the
Japenese culture fieid, She thoughit of anthroptdogy,
but I haven't had any course in that fieid, lorot hy
sugpested that I go and telk with Lowie about the mate
ter, becsuse I was in need of expert advice.

I thought about the uatter during lunchtime, In
the past my energies had becn scattered in aif ferent
fields, and the sane is true now. ' 'm trzying to go in
too many different directions, I conldn't help fecling
how really inflexible and so inadegnate college eduocation
was, One thing that might fill the gep to some extent
is research work in modern Jaranese sopciety. This
will tie in with my teaching program in Jepanese language
and oculture, if I care to po into that fleld., It will
also serve as the connecting link vith the sresent study
of the Japanese in America., ¥With that bacgground I can
also go into the field of internstional trade =nd cule
tursl relationship, There might be a future in Jjust
do ing research work in that fieid., “he tuestion then is,
in what department can I fit in a8 & praduste stuient, and
8till be able to do tat work? The only department in
which I can do someth ing like it snd still get a msters
is Oriental Langueoges, The other alternstive 1s'to
take courses without trying for a degree., I don't know
what to do, bwtsI think the thinking has done me good,
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l, Initial Adjustment of the Shibata Femily

My contact with the shibata family is largely thraagh
lirs, Shibata, who was one of Ruby's pupils in her Adnlt
Inglish class in Tule Lake, She liked to talk about things
in the abstract--being intellectual, 28 it were--and she
eventually told me something sbout her 1life when we were
in Tule Lake, I knew Yosh imi, too, as a councilman and
an officer in the Tunle Lake Co-op, I've discussed the boy=-
girl relationship vith hin., I visited the family after
they relocated to Illinois, When Yoshimi came to Minidoka
to recruit Hr the hemp industry, I saw him then., I have
not seen much of the rest of the femily, The friendship
is not of a long dnration, but having been formed at a time
of erisis, it has some dursble rualities, Yoshini (28,
end the eldest son) said that he was retn rning to Calie
‘ornia in ‘larch when he came to Minidoka, More recently
I heard from Tuttle of the Jakland 'RA that the family
had come back and had a labor di fficulty when 2ll their
workers <uit on them, I also read sbowt their return in
a letter printed in one of the ap €rs, nrobably the Pacific
Citigen, I called up the WRA office in arder to find out
where they lived., I thought it was Hayward, but it turred
out to be a little town nearby called (t, Eden, Hat tie
and I decided to visit them on a weekend, and to combine
a field trip with s plessure trip., George and KRenee were
invited to go along, but they decided not to because they

did not know anyone out that VEY o e took 2 dniversity
car for the trip on Saturday aftermoon, md dld not h-ve
much trouble getting out ke to the nursery, Ve met
sallors all along the road asking Hr rides, mt did not
8top for any because we did not know where they wanted to
20,

: The Temily was ney when we arrived in the middle of
the afternoon. Yoshimi was direceting two Issei wrkers in .
leveling the roed leading to the house, He seemed surprised
to see us, I had sent & card on aheed, but it did not reach
him because I addressed it to Hayward., .rs. Shibata snter=
tained us for a while in her gorden, which was overrun with
weeds., She was trimaing a Jepenese pine tree when we met
her, Both she and Yoshimi insisted thet we stay for dinner,
which we did in snite of the knowledce that rat ioning ma de
shorping for food aifricult, While Urs, Shibata co oked
dinner we had a chence to talk with ir, Shibata, During
dinner I had a clmnce to see all of the femily together,

nd listen to them discuss matters among thenselves, I
asked Yoshimi to tell me about the problems that he had met
in returning, vhich he 4id obligingly, althourh he temds to
exaggerate his st ry somevimt,

The following account of the initisal ad jus tnent of the
Shibata family is orgenized under s number of arbitrary
toples for convenience's sake, Wherever possible the opi-
nions of different menbers of the family is differentiated,
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Family Background The family cneists of the fath er,
o ther, Yoshini, F,A. (nickname), two other sons, and a
daughter, who 18 completing gremmar school this year.
Two sons haVe been in the Army for some time now, and P.A,
was drafted in April of this year, The family moved to a
white zone (evidently) at the time of evecuation, snd then
entered Tule Lake, along with other people from the white
zone, At the time of registration the fanily was one of
the few in the block which meintained 2 "loyal"” stand, and
were one of the many families vhich were denounced by others
as inu, Mrs, Shibata maintained a level of aulture in the
home, not ordinarily attsined by immigrant Japanese in
America, On the one hand the family entertsined digniteries
from Japan before the war, end at the seme time believed in
asoimilation into the Anerican patiern of life. This come
bination of factars serves to set agside the family froam the
major ity of the Issei famlly in America, and for th't rea=
son cannot be called "typloal," On the other hand, many of
the attitudes of the parents are the same as those held by
w8t other Issei, and Yoshimi in many reeneots can be eslled
a tynionl lilsei, The fanily, of course, is morc typieal of
those vho have relogated than those who have chsen to re=
main in the center, Soon after registration md prior to
segregation the family relocated to a greenhouse in Illie
nois, at a time vhen famlly relomti n, especinlly from
Tule Lake, was infrequent, HMost of the family members,
emoent the youngest girl, were working on a wage-scale
basis, and the family made a fairly good, slthog tenporary,
adjustment as laborers in a greenhouse, Yoshimi had some
ambitious scheme for farming and starting in the greenhouse
field in the Middle{ West, mt when the exolusion orders
were lifted, decided to return to his nursery in Mount
Eden,

Property Over a period of about 26 years dr. Shibata
built up a substantial nursery business, ;rowing flowers.
He came to own & series of about 2 4o sen greenhous €8s, a house,
a Japanese garden and hous e, mdnsome faming land, The
family was well-to=-do enough to sllow drs. Shibste to ine
dulge in the creation of the garden and & Ja ene se house,
The family was clso able to establish friendly relationship
with neighbors 2nd busi nessmen in the distriet, When evecuna-
tion wes ordered, Yoshimi hed alrecdy fi nished collepe, ~nd
was working slongside of his father, They ocontemplated
sellins the plece, but reconsidered bectuse they could not
sell it for the price that they thought the nlace wes war th,
It was left in care of an Itelien shipping (?) company,
A mamger, vho was belrg paid, $600 & aonth, was left in
charge of the actual running of the nurserys The mmger
was living in the Shibata ixxkmx home during their absence,
and was using their furniture, The sxmxmy Japanese house
was left as it wes, excent that books, screcns, nnd otherx
things were locked into & closet.

Investiention ©Some of the nurserymen in the élistrict
met in Janwry in Denver to discuss the ros8ibility of
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returning together. Yoshid and snother fellow were sent
out to investipate the ~ossibility., Yoshimi had feared
violence end cconomlc boycott, He decided tlmt it was pos=
8ible to return if he were not soared out by the opposi=
tion he would meet. He was glven some encoursgement by

the shiépper, but disconmpement by the mansger, Business~
men in town showed v llinpness to do business with him 4if

he retumed, He expected some labor trouble from the workers,
which inciuded about 156 or 20 ™lipinos, snd plenned ® bring
back a orew of Jame nese workers, He ssked the compeny not
to tell the manaper that he was retwning. He sent P,A. to
Topaz, his father to Heart Mountein, and he himself went to
Chicsgo to recruit workers, They were able to round un 2o
group of seven Issel and Nisei workers, and the whole fHhaily
returned to the nmursery in the latter pvart of iarch,

Irouble with® Vorkers When he returned he of fered to
keep a1l of the worxers and the mareger on the job on the
same basis that they had been workihg, The workers (en-
couragzed by the maneger, Yoshimi believes) all threatened
to guit, Yoshimi's stand, according to his gtory, was that
if they dldn't 'went to work they didn't have to, Some of
the Coucesien workers deocided to stay on the job. (He has
sone Caucasion women packing the flowers.) For a few days,
however, the skeleton orew of seven had to do the work of
30, The Milipinos never returned to work, but he was sble
to buikld up his crew to sbout 22 in abont a2 month.

The Pllipino workers had s meeting, =nd secned as
though they might raise soms trouble, Yoshimi went to the
sherrif, and got them to patrol the place day and night.
They promised to be within five minutes of the nursery at
all times, and drove into the place ocoeasionally on radio
onrs, Ile also told the leasders of the Filipino croup that
if snything happened they would be the first one to be
sug nected, He alm told them, according to his own story,
thet evnouees were returning under the nm teetion of the
federal rovernment, mmd thot the FBI would nrotect then,
if necessary, This nlaced the "ilipinos on the defensive,
besides having & groun of ten Jaranese (and not one or two)
to face, Yochimi believes that he was right in retwrning
ix with a group of wriers, instead of returnire alone.

He said that some of the Pilipinos wented to work for hi 1g
but could not because of wessure from other Filipino fam
workers,

Yoshimi's pereral attitude towerd wriers is that one
has to be tough with them., If they don't want to wo Tk,
he says, he tells them he doesn't want them, They are being
paid 96 cents angk hour (his father said 76), and he cm't
get much work out of thems When he's not around, they dm't
do much work, he cinimed, The Issei w rkers were good, he
said, but the Hisel are lazy,.
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Other Disgouragements The mamger (and remumably others
opnosed to the returr of evacuees) placed oth er stumbling
blocks in readjustnent. The shipper, for ims tance, did not
hendle the flowers for & short period, end Yoshimi got to=
pether two other nurserymen (evaoiees) and threstened to do
thelir own shipping, (The flowers sre s ipped dsily to Los
Angeles in a truck at s ‘commissioner of 20 per cent,) Thx
A member of the ration board wes cunoted (by the marager, pre-
sumably) ‘that gasoline could mot be given to Japanese, mt
Yoshimi found this to be untme., Yoshini evia ently had
played his cards well, and had wn ont.

Relmationshi th the llam ser According to lHrs.
Shibata, the manager cammot be disturbed fromk thelir home
for tkxem two uonthe, They have decided to 20 ahend mx and
remodel the Japanese house and meke plans to live in Bhat
rather than to ask the mansger to vacate the houses The
manager, now the foremen, is still receiving $600 a month
in addition to the use of the house and furniture snd uti-
lities, ilrs, Shibata believes that their mild ettitude has
EERERdX® aroused a puilty feelingz, and he went to look for
2 house in Moyward, but conld not ind any. They hmven't
ofered to give up the furniture they are using, even though
the Shibatas are living practically without any furniture
at all, Outwardly, the foremn keeps a very plessant ate
titoude tovard his eamployers, but once when he wag drank he
8aid to the wrkers that the Jaranese came back too early.
In addition to his salary the mam rer was making some money
on the sxik¥ side, irs. Shibata said, by selling fertilizer,
plants and the like., He desn't like it, she sald, because
he lost a comfortable source of money-making, still he's
probably snxious to keep the Job beocause he is aoting nicely
towards the Shibatas, :

Business Prospect All oftk the Shibatas mer: ti oned that
they were meking money now, Yoehimi gaid thet pricecs were
about three times as high as nre-war nrices, and the cost,
excent for lavor, hse not gone up very much becasuse of cell-
ing prices, L1he mareger put in some new plants vhich are
producing flovers, snd he is zlad for this, He plans to
put & lot of his nrofits back into the business by mking
improvements, but he's wondering now what is roing to hep =
pen in the future--~de’flation or infleti ons. He believes
thet it ie possible that there might not be » depression
because of the abundance of savings -t the pnresent tinme,

Housing Yoshimi has cslled in srohiteet fronm akland
and hesg mede plang to extend the mEwamw Japanese hougse to
remodel it for family use, It meais that Junanese hous e,
excent for perts of it, will lose its pure (cultural) form,
The house was built by & Japsnese carnsert er ageording to
the method of carpentry used in Jepan.

Beconstruetion The family is intent unon recons trugt-
ing the place to 168 ‘oruer beauty, Yoshimi 18 snxious to
have the nlace lookins nice as soon os nossible, and believes
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that he could do it roughly in sbout a month, Mrs, Shibata
is working on the gerden by herself in her spare time, Weeds
have grow all over t he grounds, which was B r™Merly covered
with gravel, Trees sre oversrown and need trimmfng, Penoces
are down, Children were using the gorden 'nd the J panese
house for a playground, and ruined the straw met and gliding
doors, A closet which was £111@d with books and other be=
longings was broken into, and many of the things were ocare
ried away. The driver of the shipping company ectually
brought back a set of bamboo Screens, spologizing for his
act! Ifre, Shibata's comment wes that Hekniin were "ocute/"
(kswairashii), although she probably meant 1t in & sargase
tic sort of way. PFences are broken down, cobwebs f£ill the
nooks of the house, and in gereral the place looks very

much rundown. Mprs, Shibsta s2id that she wes hot gelling
anyone thet she was back beosuse she wanted to have the

place fixed ap before anyone crme to visit her,

Heighborg I acked how the ¢ eélghbors were, and she
8ald thet people that they used to know before coame up snd
thook hands when she met them, They don't go out except to
shop, 'nd doxx do not come in contact with meny peonrle,
there secmed to be n reluec tance %o wamlering away from the
seomrity of the home,

re. Shibste said that they should do whet they oan
to improve their relotionship with their ne ishbors for the
future of the Japanese in America, ® She believes in belng
on pood kEmm® behavior, end in not upsetting, This conld
be observed in her sttitude towsrad the manager, She also
mentioned that the me meger offered o get her chicken in
the black garket whenever she wan ted anyway. But she didn't
want it said that a Jepenese had resorted to the black
mriket, and has gone vi thout ény -hicken until nows She
herself was not buying in the Llgak market, but she diad
not to be a rartner in a.y such desls, dr, Shibata s=id
that since he had three sons in the Armny he waan't afroid
of any Caucnsian, He declared that 1t was necessary for
a nerson to obey the laws of the counntry,

Zar Both v, end irs, Shibote showed concern over the
fate of Japan. Mrs, Shibeta saig that 1t wae foolish for
Anerica to bomb Meiji Shrine in order to eéradicat e the res-
peat that the Japanese had for Emperor lei ji, She sadd
that she hoped thoat the war would end m¥ in a compromise,
but did not assume that Jepan was losing its ir., Shibata
said over the dinner table thet Javan should fight & final
decisive battle, since she was fi ghting for the colored
people of the world, If Japan lost, he said, then the
colored neonle would not hnve & chence for hundredss of
years, He vondered how the seourity Canference was coming
along, and then saild that he dldn't know a thing now because
he hadn't been getiing the Japanese papers, He couldn't
learn & thing, he said, from Ameri ocan sources, He opened
& paper vhich had just come through the mil, snd mentioned
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t at Jepen hdd dropred down 300 American planes, and seemed
to believe that Japan was regaining her strengths Yoshimi
asked where this was m taking place, in a sonewhat 8keptical
mennere. Mr, Shibata said the Ryukyus, Yoshimi aid not say
anything more, evidently not convinged thet what his father
had to say was true,

Draft Yoshimi was the last of the four sons in the
family, xex "he year before he had done some farming, vhich
had deferred him, Then he had worked for a short time a8
a recruiter Hr the war hemp indnstry, which again save him
an oceunational deferment, When hebéturned, he went tok the
draft board, and looked imto the possibility of beine dexx
deferred for farming on a 25 scre nlot, He was told that
he oould not be deferred unless he was a bona 7144 farmer.,
His physiocsl was coming up next month, e declared that he
vwas pgoing to take his chanee with the draft and not dodge
it. He might come back with a broken leg, he sald, He
believed that his fak folks would be able to run the nure
serys lrs, Shibata said that Yoshimi acted as if he didn't
care " hether he was drafted or not, but was worried sbout
it enough to work for the hemp ind ustrys OShe wished that
the Selective Serviee Boord wuld leave at least Yoshimi,
the eldest in the fanily, behind., "owever, she didn't vant
to make an appeal to the Board, becanse she didn't went it
thought that a Japamese md tried to dodpe the draft, Ifr,
Shibata brought up the suwb jeot of the draft without ny
mentioning it at all, He asked W% vhat ny status was, and
I said tlet I was a 4-C for mving been in Japan, He said
that it was 2 fine thing beoais e it was foolish to ro to
war eand get killed, He saoid thet if Yoshimi were taken, he
ould want some young and capsble verson to mn age the nar-
gsery. He could do most of the wnaging, but when it cane
to di ffioult negotiations, if was better to have = young
person who knew what he was talking abou .

Other Jasancese Yeshimi said that several other families
were back in the nursery business, He thousht that anyone
who did not omm their buSdness would have a difficult tinme
in getting back to the Coasts 50 far the family does not
geem to have mach cmtaet with other eviguees bagk ln the
area,

Girls ;

f0Bhimi askcd me who were back in school, I said a
banch of young kids, He s2id that he ought to pet married
and settle down, but lamented tlmt he couldn't make any
progress with girls, He said that he met Michi Matsushima

in the “hicago WRA oi’fice; and cshe didn't remember that she
had met him at Father Joe's place.

Sghool Iasked Yaeko, the youngest dsughter, how she
was getiing along in school, 8he said that she was treated
"all right." I asked her if her former schoolmates reccoge
nized her, and she seid that some of then only remembered
her veguely, Mrs, Shibata said that when they left Illinois
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the teacher at the other school advised her not to send her
deng-hter to school in Celiforrie because of the mejudice,
but to let her finish in Illinois, Mrs. Shibata d1d not feel
thnt she could leave a little girl behind, and the teacher '
then offered to write a recommendation for her, In it she
mentioned that Yacko was one of the best nupils ia school
arnd was belng comnted on to make a 8peesh at the time of
rraduations Yhere were maay "lipinos at the school Yseko
is sttending now, and some of them are candidates for the
speech=mriting, Yeeko, !rs, Shibata sesid, is among the can~
didates,

Politice Vhen I mentioned that President Roosevelt
would go dovn in histéory as the greatest wesident, Yoshimi
wanted to lmow what he had snccomplished, Seusing opnosle=
tion I gaid thet he oane thowh the depression and the war,
besides setting up a lot of regulation for the employers.
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1. Akehoshi Memily's Plan to Retuwm to Cosst

Ran into Seiko Akahoshi, now attendi ng Cal, in & druge
store, She introduced nme to Bteuko Honami, enother student.
I asked Seiko how she was getting along, and she compleine d
that she wuldn't get enongh studying done, Then she said
thet he folks had planned to cone baock to the Coasts Her
brother wart ed to leave Chicago 2and cone back here, end 8o
her folks heve deccided to come, t00. :
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1. WVRA on Hous ing

Dorothy has talked with Mrs. Kingman today, snd has
seen the letter the Fair Play Committee is Ssending to
Myer, They are advising t!et the WRA deolde by Sent embar
vhat is tobecome of the remaining evocuees, They sug=-
gest tht evacuee leaders be consulted as to what steps
should be taken, The WRA is advised to take respaneibility
for housing themselves,

Dorothy also brought back a co 0? of a memorandum on
housing, which is supposed to be WRA's "revolutionary"
effort to d something about the housing problen. The
idea is to make someone in the WRA responsible for looking
for housing, to sponsor local comittees on hous ing for
evacuees, =arid then to comtact every possible source of
leads, beginning with the newspaper ads and including
newspaper ocarriers and milkmen, Wth the hameing situa~
tion so tight it is doubtful thet this meager approach can
produce many housing for evacuees.




