


Report by Walter Godfreyto Midwest Branch Office ^.F.S.C* 5-27-4>4
following are re same s of conversations with people as I hitoh-hilced 

to San Francisco from Pasadena May 17, 1944-*
At San Fernando I picked up a ride with a truck driver M9to took me to a 

一 一 一 spot aboat 20 miles the other side of Bakersfield* The 
fellow was blondy and I would gaess about 26 years old; born in 為；rizona， lived in Texas <fc New Mexico most of his 28 yrs; been in California past six years, now XlTes at Portersv 11le« I asked him how he thought the people In his town would feel about the return of tlie Japanese jU&erioans 
who had be^i evaouated* He exolaii&ed：

nfHhe first goddamned Jap I see lfll shoot the bastard*Why ap in Porterville tliey come to find out that every damn one of them liad sluxrt wave sets wiien they cleared them out of there* ぷnd I know a 
marine who was fitting in the South Paolflo and down there he oame aoross a Jap bitoh he went to sohool with rlglit baok here in tills oountry* He sure killed him qulok* Now I had a nephew out there too9 a kid who nev­er bad an enaiaj in his life. Tou know, he was just one of those kind of 
guys* Everybody liked him* Well, he was killed out there by one of those o— — too. ltfs funny hm quick a gay ean ohange his attitude when some close to kin is killed like that* And therefve been lots of our boys from this part of the 001111try killed oot there. Their shoot eyery Japthat ever diows his face up heire again. If they know whafs good for them they^ll stay the hell oat*n

W@ talked on at oonslderable length* I told him of my 
interest whole fflatterf that I had worked on relocation in Chicago^
told him what we did there, told him approximately how aiany Ifd talked to there, told him that several of m̂ r best friends were Aiserioaii Japanese* Then we talked about lots of other things, M̂ostly about his girl in Por­
terville and his escapades with xxu脑 rous other gals up and dovm the high­ways and byways. Much later he brought ap the subjeet again by saying:

”There jnust be soise good ones, soise good Japs9 there just must be, but personally, the only good Jap I know，s a dead one* Of course 
it*s every man to his own opinion, but I會11 kill tlie first Jap bastard I see in California

This fellow was also very oritioal of the U.S. governmant^ of the way the warfs being handled, of the way oivlllan problems, espeoi- ally rationing, ©to* are being handled.
Between Delano and Earliffiont talked with a farm laborer, aboat middle-

agelSi. He TTvedt in a little rutt>clowa shaok in a trailer camp. I»m practically certain iibat he waŝ lTt z^tive to GaXifornia and that lie ha<3n»t been here very long* He*d bisen here before the evacuation, however, for h© told ae of th« numbers of Japaiies© farmers in that area.
他 at they grew, e t c . Any qtt A t  ions I  asked him about; them he answered 
straigh t if prwardly, displaying no eaot.ldnaXism one way or tha otlier* 
T o lu n te e ^  a〇 information on M s own hook. I  expressed my a ttitu d es  
ctuit® fl*eM：3rt and he didnH  respoad at a l l ,  favorably or unfavorably, tho
lie seeme癮'_  take an interest in what w台s bein« said; wiihed m© a vervcordial プriBndly ’good iuoic’ as I left;• I was sorry that this ride
was sa<̂ ,ar:ŝ 9『t one， for I’m sure I oould have liad him talking a little 
more 访 ダ ， e had had more time. IPs necessary to be very carefulto aToid^h^impression that you* re pressing for information, so you
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Jiave to move slowly.

Egrlifl^nt to P ix le y  I  rode with a discharged servioesan* He 
vary young fo r  one having served three years in the south P a cific*
B i Q ^  mai 4 men a a 4 14m m  *U•一  i  ̂  _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 一  名 — ▲

ザ

looked
a farmer, made a business of baiXizig hay in th a t area fo r otiier farmers• H© 
was leaving Californ ia next day for Washington state whero he and his bro- 
tner had another farm* ^ fte r w© had gone a few m iles, he stopped at a 
roadsido stand to ta lk  witli a aian al>oat business* i^piJareatly the person 
fo r whom iie was looking wasnft th e re； so he sat at the oounter eating and 
naving a ooke. I  sa t in the oar for aid iile, then went over to join  him.
Ju st as I  got to the counter^ he said to the g i r l :

. u  t " U s t n i g J M j I w a s u p l i e r e i n T c i l a r a a n a i s a w a D i o -ture show which sure iaade my blood b o il. I t  was th is Behind the Rising
Sun or d， n t i t  1ヲ lik e  that* Showed Iigw tliose bastard jap育s p u li oirfe
oar people s fin g e rn a ils  and lo ts of s t u ff  worse than t h a t .  By God, I  could 
hardly stay in my seat, and i f  there had been any Jap S*0*B* around there,
J .  a . cu .̂ ^  pieoes on the spot* Thar® was a F i l ip in o  or something l ik e

hat in  the se at in  fr o n t of a a f and I  oould hardly* lwop jay Jiands o f f  him 
ne looked so much lik e  a Jap* You know th a t» s  e x a c tly  what we ought to  be 
doing t o  those ja p  bastards h e re , g iv in g  them ju s t  lik e  wliat th©y»ra « iv in «  
oar fo lk s  t in stead  of tr e a tin g  them n ic e  lik e  we do hera In  these oonoentra> 
tio n  camps* ,eia the same s t u f f  and th a t  would show the s •〇•!>• *a a
th in g or two* By God, I  know what l t » s  l i k e ,  I»ve dodged th o se ja p  b u lle ts  
p le n ty  out th e r e . I f  th ey t r y  to bring them back a ft e r  the w arts over.
t^er，’き goせ g to b© helluva lot of trouble beoaus© our boys ar©n， t  乾〇1城  to
stand for i t .  1*11 t e l l  you one th in g, the f i r s t  one I  see in the road or 
str e e t, I f  11 run rig h t over the bastardy Oh，th©y»re i n t d i g e n t  s , o* b*，s # 
p o lite  bastards too, but theyfre sneaking d ir ty  r a t s f and 1*11 k i l l  the 

- see* And these goddamned Germans are almost as bad* We»ll 
f i x  tneia a f t e r  th is warfs over too# %ere*s another thing our bovs arenf t  
going to stand fo r when they ooine back, and that»s these Goddamned iffeiioans.

!  l̂ e th08? W s working out there in the f ie ld s , and they give»em meat
^hree times a day and build houses fo r  them while the re日t  of suckers 
g r ! 匕 ぼ A t ? ふ 1Lttr ”ration booic* B” . c ”  私 明 t〇 s t —

.  ̂ K  ̂ « i r l  a t ^ e¥ counter agreed with him in everything
abou  ̂ tlie ^aps. But she said she figured the Germans were a 

l i t t l e  airrerent and th at the Mexicans were a l i t t l e  b it more lik e white 
people than the Jap s, though "we ought to send them righ t back where they 
oame from as soon as the war is over• ” Than she went on to saj：

. _  , . Xf XX t^oll you wlis't I  I  R〇t» no
pespeot fo r the Chinks than the Ja p s . Those Chinamen are just as bad and T 
^  l g〇 \ n? , USe f ?r uth «a eith er. Why ju st today a Chink drove in here to  
the gas station  and he had on a major*s uniform or something lik e  that and 
one of our white boys oaiae into the sta tio n  and he had to salute th at damned 
CMnainan. Well now, I t l l  t e l l  you I  f e l t  lik e s a y i ^ ,  ^  d a m e f f o o l T

danmed Ohlnamn fo r?t Why i t » s  te rrib le  that he ha<

J ：p s °a fda： ^ SS ^ ：«t〇 takS Snd SM  ̂ a11 t2lQ

T stions and .e  p r . o t T ^ l y ^
the gas s ta tio n , Asked Mm i f  lie |new any Japanese or J _ A f s,and lie said th a t
h® didaf t ,  and of (joarse, he <iidn»t want to either* -Sa 他 aa エ told  him of 

1&8117 frien d s from tills  groap9 lie r e a lly  looked a t a© as though he
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couldn»t possibly believe it« X told hia of relooation work, and ii© hard, ly said a word. Even as we parted, he was quite friendly to ae» Apparent­ly he didn^t hold against m  the strong difference in our feelings*
From Pixley to Tulare X rode with what appeared to be a gentleman farmer*
He Bas a In San Franolsoo and farms up and down the v a lle y , mostly
lettuce and oranges. He had Xaased two farins from Qeorge Takeshiina who, 
he sa id , was now in Gila Hlver Helooation Center, He didn*t know George 
personally, and a l l  arrangements were made throogli an agent• He said :

w0h# yes, the fe e lin g  her© In the v a lle y  is  very b itter* I  
don^t know why they should take that attitu d e when they don*t fe e l th at  
way against the Germans and Ita lia n s . I  guess i t  mast be beoaase there 
are so ffiany of them who have r e la tiv e s  who have been k ille d  in the P a c i-  
fio  war zone. I t  seems as I f  there has been an unasually large number of 
b〇3Ts from rural fam ilies who were lo st in the Soath P ao ifie* I  guess 
theyf l l  be able to come back to Californ ia a l l  r ig h t i f  they do i t  very 
slowly and gradually# But i t 111 be a te rrib le  situ atio n  i f  they a l l  com© 
back at onoe. The fe e lin g  is too strong now, and I*m afraid  there*d be a 
lo t  of yiolenoe#H

This man used term nJapM but onee. Except for that he always spoke of tlia wJTapanese*w
From Tulare to Chowchilla I rode with a traokdriver who was bom in Alaba­ma ancf raised In Texas. He lias been in California three years* He also felt that the feeling her© was very bitter* Said that he didntt know any J^panes8 American思， and also that he didxiv1» want to know any*

wTli©re may be some who are a l l  r ig h t , but theretIX be lo ts  of 
trouble i f  they oome baok* The whole troubley you knowy is  that tlie people 
are divided up into a l l  sorts of olasses* Now, a l l  people may be the samet 
they may b© equal in the sigh t of the Lord our Maker, but the people don*t 
think that way. I f  just 25% of the people f e l t  that way, they might ohange 
the others, but th ere's only 12 or maybe 14*% who do* The pablio ju st has 
a l l  these classes* and they ju st donvt  look a t i t  th at way. You take a 
emeciianio for instance, he*s d iffe re n t from a farmer in their minds, and 
a fellow  in the oild  fie ld s  is  d ifferen t from a guy who works with a plok 
and shovel on the road, and a doctorfs d iffe re n t and so is  a banker and a 
preacher* I t  a in H  no good but th a tf s the way the publio i s t and you oanft  
do anything about It*  Kow sofar as the ohuroh people are cone erne d9 theatre 
mostly a l l  hypocrites anyway and so they ain ft  no d ifferen t from anybody 
6l s e . w

He also expressed the feeling that what wthe Japs has done to our boyB has a lot to do with the way people feel about the ones over here*" And hef too, along with the disobarged service iaan9 spoke very cri­tically of the government.
From Chcwohllla to Manteoa I  rode with a yoang follow  who was on his way 
to Sacramento to uTke £Is pre-induotion physical examination. He had a w ife  
and two children and was a truck driver by profession* He was very c r i t i ­
ca l of the government. He laaghed at the wa  ̂ they were handling the draft 
situation* He pointed out that they had threatened to induot him several 
times and that he JEiad walked out on three jobs for which he was deferred, 
esse n tia l In d u stries, and that he always got new jo b s9 and eyen new defer-
xaents• H〇w they had at la s t  oaught up with hlA but he didn^t glye a dana.



til® sraiy w>uld "b© 日！*1 r i 执 t  witlx R©: returii of t;li6 e v a c u e e s ,11e said:

. . :エ don’ t  want to see any goddamned Japs around and 1 ，1 1 le t
セ巧 f i r s t  one I  see have i t .  I » l l  t e l l  you th a t, and what*11 they do to  
them up here. They let; a fam ily baok to Chowchilla a 。011pie o f months ago 
and these people were cleared and a l l  that like they say, but the f i r s t  
morning a fte r they got here the woman was found dead in the kitchen. Any
of those bastards they le t  oome baclc here w ill  get 3110t*  Maybe the war 
department dontt want tlieffi on their hands any more, but the people heresure as h e ll donft  want them*"

We tailed at quite some iLengtli about race re la tio n s, about
a ttitu d e s , how they develop and change, and lie seemed to be r e a lly  quite 
interested; mad© a number of in te llig e n t observations. Muoh la te r he sa id：

4 .  ̂ . ^ e l l  you wonf t  be able to do anythilig about changing the
minds of these Californ ia people, Th6yf re the goddaionest sn o ttie st s*o«b«f s 
you 8y$r la id  your ©y©s on.， X iiflt© the bast»8rds» Up in  Oregon "th© people 
are d iffe r e n t. That»s where I  come from.« F v

From Traoy to Oakland I  rode w ith a man who works f o r  the Southern P a c i f ic  
RaiXway* around s 的 in g  th a t the labor gan名 .g e ts  fed> e t c • ; h ir e s
the cooks and so on. H©»s a grad of C a lifo r n ia  in  ed u catio n ; taught ju n io r  
ns ro r a year but found th a t p u b lic  looks down on sch o ol teaohers lik e  as 
I f  th e y  re the scum of th© e a rth ; so he g o t a job as a guard in  a r e f  ora  
sonool because t ^ h a f s  a more resp ecta b le  p o s it io n 1* He»s worked fo r  sp  
about a y e a r, I  asked hi® th© questionL had there beeoi many Japanese Aiaer- 
io a n s in  th a t area p rio r  to the evaGliation, and lie s a id :

i i  wYes, w© thought w© wouldn»t be able to get along without the
l i t t l e  slant-eyad yellow bastardsf but I   ̂ notice that a fte r  a year or so
= Jiave j ’ t  a f  many and just as good crops as we ever had* You know, th©
Mexicans have bean coming in f and they«ve done a damn good jo b .M

Then he went on to talk  about race. Wondered whether I  knew 
that the aagenicists claim that i f  there are no unusual geological erupt­
ions during the next few centuries there won*t be aay white race any jmore 
that we»11 a l l  be o^e race, Thatfs why* there»s no use ge ttin g a l l  excited  
about this race business. Just at that point a car passed us and out sharp­
ly in front of us# My friend blew his horn long and liard* Tlien the other 
oar started to pass another oar. As he did so he pfit out h is arm* Be was 
a 0010red man* -And so my friend who had just been agreeing with the eugen-

»*A goddamned n igger, see th a t, a goddaraned niggerl**

This fellow  had been uarried three times; and he wanted to 
jnow 他 etlie:r i  played poker. Said that a l l  his l i f e  was like a game of p〇_

# For in stan ce, " i t  takes a damn good man to lay down a good band of 
poker, and th a tts the same way i t  is  with women. I t v0 had three now, and 
ir 1111 keep righ t on going* N〇w before you go very far in l i f e
you 11 find that there 丨 s only two tilings a wo man 丨 s good for • They ta lk
about a woman being able to do th is and do th a t, but th a tts  a lo t  of crap. 
TG©yfr© ju st good fo r  two th in g s, sex and r epro duct ion *w

In 8an Franoisoo th© f i r s t  person I  talked with was a barber, ^sked him 
how long li® tliouglit i t  would be before they allowed the eTaou.e©s 1#6 re -
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turn, and lie said that he wouldnf t be surprised i f  they le t the japs back 
pretty soon* "Why theytr6 a lo t of good Ja p s9 I  know some myself • and they 
ought to le t  them eome back and tre a t tlisin like anybody e lse ; tlieytre f ig h t ­
ing ju st like any other c it iz e n . Of course> they ain»t nothin^ bad enough 
for the bad ones, but the loyal ones are d iffe r e n t, and they ought to le t  
them have th eir rig h ts  just like anyone e lse • ”

In Oakland a lady gave me a l i f t  to a point ju s t outside the o ity  lim its*  
sHe was a housewife, had a baby in the oar with her* Her husband was fo r ­
merly a laboratory teohnioian, but be^s now working fo r a telephone com­
pany; they  liave two children and own their own home. She is  a native of 
Montreal but has lived in Oakland for the past 20 years. I  asked her how 
she thought the people on the coast are going to f e e l ま en the ban is  li ft e d  
on Japanese Americans. I  indicated x was from the e a st, and I  thought the 
Army wouldnf t be able to keep the zones closed much longer. She said:

WI  know th at the aray i s  ready to reopen the coast to th«
丨aps, but the people on the coast don*t want them. I»m afraid they*re go-̂  
ing to fe e l  pretty strongly about i t .  Tou know how i t  i s ,  they fe e l they»ve 
got a l l  th© r i f f - r a f f  from the other states new out here working in the 冒ar 
plairts. And these people 旦re the r i f f - r a f f  or they wouLi have stayed where 
they wer©; theyf re the people who weren't se ttle d  down, or they wouldnf t  hav© 
come out here« K〇w bringing the Japanese back w ill  ju st add to the problem*
Yfe already have th© Negro problem. I  gaess these are a l l  things which are 
n atu rally  brought on when you have a war, and there doesnft seem to be any 
answer to them*"

When speaking of attitu d es toward JT_a *s , she always said, "they 
think" and "th e y tii d〇n e tc * , never " I " .

From Dublin to Bakersfield a truck driTer pioked me up and brought me from 
^He naval sta tio n . He was a native of Oklahoma; had a wife and two sons, 
the older 18 years of age and soon to be inducted* He had worked in the 
Baicsrsfiled produo6 area fo x  several years• Wlien evaoud^s war© rdM〇Y6d frost 
that area he helped woart them out. Why there was one old Jap there who 
cried like a baby when we took him. awayf and he said he hoped the United 
States would bring those Japfi to th e ir knees in a week, but you donf t  Imow 
what he was thinking. That*s the trouble with these Ja p s, You oan ,t never 
t e l l  what they1 re thinking. Mostly those old devils never said a word*
Therets goin» to be plenty of trouble i f  they try  to bring them back in here* 
Why us traokers won»t even haul them oat to the f ie ld s  to work* Wefd go 
on strike f i r s t .  Aiti there*d be a strike in the fie ld s  to o , W© know when 
wefre w ell o f f .  A lo t*s  happened sine© they took those Japs out of here.
Wages are up and everyonef s a helluva lot better o f f .  Now a few years back 
we tried  to  strik e  and do you think those bastards would oojse along with us• 
H e ll no. They ju st went along and worked and never said a word, 〇r i f  they 
did say anythiisg, i t  was fwe don»t wanta cause no t r o u b l e A n d  the s*o .b ,» s  
worked fo r 20-3〇 cents a day sometimes. Wages are up now and no goddamned 
Japs are comln* here and haul the也 back down again• I  know, some of these 
big farmers»d jump at the chanoe of bringing about 10,000 of tem in here, 
and then theyfd put wages r i ^ i t  back where they want theiiu But not i f  w© 
have anything to say about i t  了e s, I  knew a lot of »ea. Knew »em wel)l*
Tb@iz* kids wBnti "fco sol1001. wl'tti Mijiss* B6911In t»li@lir s • jAnd w©ro
the n icest p o lite st people you*d ever want to see. Generous, too* Every '
year at New Year’ s tJiae, New Years was tiieir big day, when tlxey a l l  had
celebrations, theytd in vite  everybody in . Give you a l l  you could eat. Da命！ 

good s t a f f  too, and there wasnf t  nothing stin gy about them. And whiskeyl a^d,
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man, they»d buy you the best i»diiskey on the market and give you a l l  you 
could drink. And they had a lo t of smart young ones among them Ja p s, tco # 
And hard workers. Those young Japs would study like h e ll  at school and 
go o ff  to co lle g e . They weren»t lik e  these Chinks. Now a 〇hiaajaan«s
土8? 他  won t  work and he wonft never get nowhere. But not a Jap*
Hot like these Mexicaas either who come in here. They»IX come in and

lik® ^ e li  end then runa o ff  and get drunk somewhere • But even at
that a Mexicanf s a lo t  more like a white man than a Jap* You can organize 
tnejn and th e y tll go out on strike with yout and you can 00ant o n ，eia*
Tney» 11 stick  with ya u n til we a l l  get what we want. No. they better not 
?+ n? them ^aps in here now* And not a fte r  the warts over eith er, ^cause

our boys back from the P a c ific *  They»d raise  
14 the ttl®y se® because theytye been so goddanaied used

to K i l l  In » ein out tliere. They a in n  a gonna forget very quick e ith e r, and, 
py G〇a f you dc»tt want to play around with N〇f they*d better keep
them Japs out of here at least another tan years a fte r  the war»s over*
Maybe people w ill  quiet down by then and w〇n»t mind a few oftem. Bat not 
ncfwf brothert«

to I〇s Angeles Irode witti another young truck d river. 
Sr 4f flf Py7?°~^uc?7 7ouns 8Uy w ^〇 cussed and yelled at everyone on tl»  

t 11 his l i f e  in T^lare; graduated from Tulare high 
sonool; asked him i f  he knew any Japanese Americans when he was in 3021001 
tnere, and he said there were some in the school th ere, but he didntt know 
any* ^aicea him how he thought people ap around there would fe e l when the 
evacuees were returned. He looked a t ne sharply and said:

wXf l l  be daianad i f  I  know* 
Damned i f  I  know what th e y » il do.« X donf t  know what they* 11 say^

And that ended the conversation re: J« a »s . I t  could be th at
he ff〇t  TS h4S W〇 rdf  WOuld lndica^«f ^  I fve a imnohn© got suspicious, as I  raised the question; so he refused to  ta lk : have no
r e a lly  good raaaron fo r  thinking th a t, since he didn»t seem to be saspioioas  
of me in any other respect from then on fo r the rest of th®trip*

}^» I  hitched into Los Angales from Pasadena• Got a ride with a Mr. 
だ Xざ: 十 十 S?3n from Arcadia. He was born in Shares, Pennsylvania | oame 
to California 17 years ago. He was young then, in Ma early twenties and 
found out he was playing too maoh poker and tra v e llin g  around with a bunoh 

^ 1i°K S.^110 Were 1211011 t0°  fa s t  for hjLm* 2581(1 he «ot wis« to him-
82t  anr heTe th8t W8y and b0U«ht a ti〇 ket for Kan-sas he didnU  know where i t  was and handn»t any idea what i t  was lik e .

Stayed there s ix  months t then moved on to C a lifo rn ia ; stayed out here then
back Pennsylvania for nine months， then came baok out liere fo， urmonths and has been here ever since except fo r  a oouple ofbtrips back to

巧 S 1 su8f 0sted to him that he got around a lot^ntalked with a
lo t o f paople, wondered how he f e l t  people thought about the return of Ja p -
anese Americans to the coast area. He sa id： P

bornaSwelT 〇 〇 11̂ ^  l  d on H ^ erw h y they fh o u ld n u T e tu ra 〇 the S i o a n  ^  
〇? ^  t  f 〇r ^ ? nnnnrn , tQffiorrow- wh3r you take the whole bunch
〇 f^t^ ?  h ^  whole 1^,000 or whatever i t  was they took out of her© 
and IsPing them baok, and you *n  find a lo t  le ss tra ito rs  and saboteurs than
we have r ig h t now among the good white-blooded so -ca lled  Amepioans on the



(? > f >
coasts I  know beoause I  knew a couple a thousand of them* You * re r ig h t，
X do逐alfc with a lo t of people. And I*m always stick ing my neole out on 
th is /business* But a ctu a lly  I»ye found that the only ones who r e a lly  want 
to kpep the Japs out are those who have s e lfis h  reasons, the ones 池 o have 
taken over th eir farins and th e ir businesses• 110w I  kno货  an old farmer out 
her> who*s an old tlght-wad* You knew what I  isean. You and I  know that 
th,  ̂ only way we can keep th is  country going is  by spending. Thaい s tlae 
kind of economy w© got* Now when yoa and I  get ahold of ten bucks we go 
out and spend i t  because th a t9s the way to keep money in oiroillation , so*s 
people can buy and s e l l f and everyone oan gat a fa ir  share. W ell, thj3 ola  
farmer*s an old tight-wad like I  said and when the Japs were evacuated he 
boaght up a couple of farms cheap* W ell, you know what*s happened since  
the war started . Vegetables have gone apt he^s gettin g 10-12 cents for a 
head of lettu o e, 6-8 cents fo r a banoh of carro ts, and Is oaking iioney 
hand over f i s t .  Now th is  year I  hear hef s oat gettin g up on platforms iaa* 
king speeohes about keeping the Japs out of C a lifo r n ia . No wonder he wants 
to keep them out, the old bastard*

"Then I  know a school teaoher up here. He bought out a couple 
of Jap farms, too, and quit teaching and is p ilin g  up a helluva lo t more
dough than he*d ioake teaching sohool a l l  his l i f e *  And he*s out t e llin g
everybody how they ought to  keep a l l  the Japs out of C a lifo rn ia * On the
other hand, I  know a farmer whof s r e a lly  a sw ell guy* He leased a Jap
farm when they were evacuated, gave the owner a good deal» and he^s¥ ready 
to hand i t  baok as soon as the fellow  oan ooxse back and taka i t  over. I t» s  
ju st lik e i  say, the only ones who are re a lly  fig h tin g  to keep them out are 
the ones who are going to p ro fit in dollars and eents i f  they keep thek 
out* Ton know these Japs were d iffe re n t from other foreign ers. F op in­
stance, when the Jews were thrown out of Germany a lo t  of them escaped to 
Mexico# From there a helluva lo t  of them were smuggled into th is  oountry. 
Now you know the Jew; he1 s like a termite • Hef 11 eat the very foundation 
rigjit out from under the oountry. Then tliere^s the Greeks and Armenians 
who oama In here* A lo t of them took 〇Ter Jap businesses, top, and they1 re 
a t ig h t-fis te d  grasping no good lo t of people as you*11 ©var see* And you 
know about the Chinese. Theytre always involved in these lo tte ry  and whit© 
siaye rack ets. The f»ilip in o s, you know how they ta lk  big about them, how 
brave they fought for as out in the P a c i f i c , ju st lik e  how the Chinese are 
fig h tin g  the Jap enejsy, bat eyoryone knows daian w ell thatvthe F ilip in o s  are 
always in j a i l ,  they， re always gettin g into trouble, raping white women and 
working the white slave racket like the Chinese* But these Japs were d i f ­
ferent* They1 re ju st liko i^merioans* They* always kept out of trouble*
You never heard of them being arrested and thrown into the clinic* And t^rey 
were always % trying to get into American things and took an interest fin Am­
erican th in gs. Why, Iremeiaber back when they had the Olympio games out 
here. There were s ix  Japs who had a garage out here. Toa should have seen 
a l l  the trouble they went to so they could gee those gaisas* They had to  
keep the garage open a l l  tile tlase, so three of them hopped In to the oar 
and drove 2彡0 m iles up and 2彡0 miies back each day, and then the other three 
would do the same thing* They sure enjoyed those games. But yoa wouldnf t  
«eyer see any of those other foreigners doing th a t. They， re a l l  oat see­
ing how much money they can make and stow away. But you ju st wait u n til the 
war«s ^over and we begin to have some hard times* Lettuce w ill  go down, to  
3 cents a head, and carrots w ill be about a oent a bunch. Then you^ll see 
how long'these bastards w ill  hold on to th eir farms. The7 *11 be mighty glad 
to give them back to the japs then. <And tlie ja p s*11 farm them too» and 
then w©1! !  have decent vegetables oat here***



Some observwi-tions m^oe by C^rey Ec illi^ m s v,hen I talked with him May o l , 1944*- - • ハGSeveral th in gs oeeraed to make him fe e l  rather o p tim istic  about the JA e itu a tio n  out here now*F e lt  that the primctry e le c tio n s  pointed in  u good d ir e c t­ion# C o ste llo  w^e defeated , tho, to be su re, the JA issue w aan^ sharply  ra ise d  ua euoh in  ih ^ t  oampaign* P o s itio n  on tiie l ie s  Com­mit tee wae. 111 conservative P^aadena Carruthera, who played the e xclu sio n  itsu© fo r  lJ .1 he w b  worth, wu.s d e c is iv e ly  beaten for the rep u b lican  nomination by Stew art, ^ho kicked the Issue* I t  a lso  looks “ s though he* 1 1 lose the ijemocratio nornin t io n  though the vote theie wets so c lo se  the r e s u lt  Is n ’ t c e rta in  as y®t. btat© 3 em tor Ja ck  Tenny w^a runnin/ fo r  US Seruitor Bern nom ination, a l l  out for e x clu sio n , came In a poor f i f t h  • S©n T^/ney, who won, k:ept quiet on the issue* ^letoher Bov/ron husn*t peeped on th is  Issue in  6 or 7 months, probably because it  ten* t  good p o l i t i c s  -nymor e , bec s.iiB« such strong groups the Council fo r C iv ic  Uni ty  w ill  c“ l l  him on i t ,  c.causing him o f being a ru.ce monger, u rue6 b^i t e r . M〇w coesn* t think the iseu© w ill  become la r g e  In  the P re s id e n tia l e le c t io n  un­le s s  Gov barren is  GOP v ic e -p  o ndldata • In that ca ： c he would p lay the issu e and votes on i t  • But Uo]-; fe e ls  th at J^rren  won11run, that he released  the Oal delegates to GO  ̂ convention since he 8©e8 the Demo o ra ts  winning ふユ ig  r 44 and he .d o e sn 't want to be as o o iated  ¥<ith a lo s in g  team* He1 s got p le n ty  o f p o l i t i c a l  am- b it io n  y e t , and sense enough to w ait*S^iolusion v l̂1 1 loom 1 .rger in  the © lection i f  the p e t it io n  to h„ve the Japanese  eaccluded and prevent them from o’m - lug lc jid , e ith e r  1 st or End gen eratio n , by a c o n s titu tio n a l amend­ment gets on the 1)̂ 11 o t . h© Ja p u ie se  Ezoluslon l eag1̂  , U i v e  tom  o rgan izatio n  r e a l ly , h .jb t h is  p e t it io n  c lro u lu tio n *  Ma：1 says t i t  m i l l  be on the b a llo t  i f  t h e y 、人<nt i t  bad enough eince any euoh p e t it io n  o^n e a s i ly  get the req u ire  number o f  elgaera • There are p len ty  o f  o u t f i ts  who go out unci get xb±k s ign ers at the rat® of 5 or 10 cents af  e ls  th a t th® c ja t i- J  people 811ot th e ir  lo a d , th a t they blundered, m^da a huge m iatuka, by going to s谈 oh extremes tn th e ir  st\*te e n ts  .̂nd proposalB • Thousands o f  people who miを e ^ a ily  have been swung along ?/ith them were lo s t  because the de­mands were so absurd* He tiolnke th is  re & lly  lo s t  them ti^e b u ttle  .Bov,ron, by the way, hacn*t changed h is  uti i t u a e ; he ju e t has enou^i sense to know wlien to keep quiet •He doeen* t fear outbreaks o f violence • 忍ot In  La County nor in  most o f  the r e s t  of the st^ te  • There are few ©xceptione, p laces l ik e  Im perial Y ^ lle y  v.hore there has never been uny tr a d it io n  whatsoever for luw and order, where the mob JLways taken mat? ers in to  i t s  於2i h^iiuB, But where th ere t-r© standard law enforcement o f f i c e r s , Vfhom the p u b lic  knows w i l l  a c t against v io le n c e , there w ill be no mob outbre^kE • aye th a t in  the Siin Joae lynohing the mob 
101ew very w ell the s h e r i f f  ouldn* t do 」aythln只, In f “ e t ,  word leaked out th a t nothing would happen, ^ad so the mob went in to  a c t io n . That b rin gs us to the in te r e s tin g  s itu a t io n  Mo expluined v.hicla he fe e ls  w i l l  mean law enforceraent#Thi.s 18 o f f  tlae record* 01 for s t a f f  c ir c u la t io n , I th in ':t but don11 die oasa g e n e r a lly . Oarey s ta r te  out by saying he f e l t  hia source r e l ia b le , then added that i t  was A tty  Gen Zenny h im s e lf . Len.iy ju st got b^ck from VK^shington v,；here he ta lk ed  th is  business of



2 arey I c i l

Pact that Japanese Sscolusion League drew le^ s tn ： .n .4 th e ir  l a s t  mass meeting in  111i l  harmonic H a ll , and that epeakers were d^ad, and response poor, a lso  draws cW a tte ir tio n .I*m in te i^ s te d  in  a l l  t h i s ,  glud to  hear i t ,  en- oourage d by i t , lout n ot over e n th u s ia s tic  sin ce  I think thatmcv̂  e a n b e a lo ito v e r -o p tlm ls t ic iT U iy 'b e . iJid .で kno? 1hat everyth in只doesn’ t  vork: out on puper the wajr i t  ?ould  aj-T^ear*

tm  return ove  ̂ v i t h  top tirmy o f f i c i  -1b .  ̂ tory goes l ik e  thie :Vi hen the b̂ aa is  l i f t e d ,  ^en ^-mone is  to c .- l l  in  a l l  the Cal big-v*ige, head o f the 忍しt iv e  iions ^nd the W-t ire  D u t e r s , he^d o f the American Legion , o f  the acacte ^ tate CIO and Al^ofL,Caiunber o f  Corameroe, P&lr l la y  Cominitteet iwtty G eneral, etc •He t e l l s  them that tbe b«*n is  to be l i f t e d ,  th a t he doesn*t sim ply expect them una th e .if o rgan izatio n s to cooperate in/ 1iie m utter of the re tu rn ,b u t ih et the array IS® IN S IS T  that they ooopex-^te» th^t the evacuees m ill  be e s s e n tia l in  Gal to the war e f f o r t « At ty Gen i^enay vvi 1  ̂ then c a l l  In  the d le tr lo t  attorneys from id 1 over the s ta te  und t e l l  them that as law en- foroement o f le e r s  they w ill  be expected to p ro te ct the persons and prop erties o f retu rn in g Japanese Amerloans , th a t his o f ic e  in s is t s  on tliie  ett the in aisten o e o f the army, and th a t , fu rth e r­more they are to  g iv e  p u b lic  u tteran ce to the fa c t  that they w il l  do
Kenny* s attitude seems to be th t  the army got m 

into this mess, le t  them fet us out t and t Legr 一 ne the only ones 
who can get & ay wLtb. th is • A fine howdoyoado isn* t i t  'iMô  th a t  he is  preparing uxi a ffirm a tiv e  re s­o lu tio n  to oome b efo re  tne S ta te  CIO convention re return und h e ^  sure it  w i l l  et passed#He fe e ls  that the AF of L can bo worked upon to the extent t h a t  they w i l l  be p a s s iv e . On the one hand they c«n be mad© to see that i t  on* t be good p o lit ie s  fo r them to get meyied ub in  a ■ Tu〇e n ；a e stio n , when i t 1 s raoe as such# On the other hurid, h© thinks th e  ii'air la y  Gonmlttee oun get to the arch-bishop who oun swing a l o t  o f  power in  o f L c ir c le s  where 〇, gocd deal o f  tlje lead ersh ip  i s  I r is h  Outholin in  C u lIfca :n ia • The ^roh-bis- op haf* boen favorable J4  u ll th e vmy a lo n g . Me- says that Hegar^ty he re , head o f Cal of ® is  an in t e l l ig e n t  raan and can be reasoned w ith . Mê ' yl so is In terested  In k e t  that the LA TIHIv； ha8 been m ild puat fev/ months# t i l l  c r it io i^ ^  ；Ha , D illo n  M, e tc , but in  d iffe r e n t  fa s h io n . K〇w take a tt itu d e  th t  JA  should be excluded oomma for the duration o f  the war comma unless th© m i l i ­ta ry  s itu a t io n  vmrrants d iffe r e n t  actio n * E d it o r ia l ly ， th is  ia much d iffe re n t from th  i r  p o sitio n  thru 1 e t couple years? • *
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483 East V i l l a  
Pasadena, 4, C a lifo rn ia  
June 5 , 1944

Charles Klkuoiil
U niversity of Californ ia Stu^r 
Social Science Researoh Building  
U n iversity of Chicago 
Chicago, I l l in o is

Dear Charlie,

Enclosed are aome coirraents which may in terest you.
Ho one realizes more thanjSiow how inadequate they are without 
proper Interpretation, tu t  I have neither the time nor the 
s k i l l  to do that* I know also that they by no means represent 
a oroas section  of ©pinion. On the 0131 er hand, they may be of 
some in terest simply In themselves•

Would lik e  to add just th is : I fe e l that the loud 
and boiatrous remarks hurled about are p retty  meaningless, 
that they represent threats which w ill never be carried out,
卞hat no 0ne*s going to go around running over people, ^or beat­
ing them up. A lso, tha? I fe e l that the most s ig n ific a n t of 
the conversations was with the man who talked about labor trouble 
which would a rise , who discussed the strik e s, who mentioned 
that the Mexicans oould be organized and would stick with the 
rest who were figh tin g for better wages and hours • Because he 
re a lly  meant what he was saying, was not just blowing o ff  steam.

Some of us out here feel th at someone should be 
going around scouting out pro JA sentiment on the eoast, ignor­
ing the ohurch groups pretty mudi since we know whidi of them 
can and can11 be counted on, ignoring the minority groups pretty  
mueh, AFSO, FOR, s o c ia lis t s , co-op-ers, Fair Play Comnittee, etc 
f®r the sains reason• But we fe e l that there* 日 a whole host of 
pro fe e lin g  among the ordinary "respectable” citize n s of the 
coast, but th at i t ' s  a laten t fe e lin g  since no one has ever taken 
the pains to stimulate them. These folk s are among those who 
are personal friends of the evacuees, former neighbors, fellow  
workers and fellow students, employers, teacher日， e tc . And so 
I*m going to try  to awaken some of them, in a very quiet way, no 
meetings, no publlol ty , no speeches, etc • No feelin g o f  being 
a propogandist nor of hi^i pressuring people. But on a fr ie n d ly  
b a sts. Seeing the friends of friends o f min©. The l i t t l e  ex­
perience I* ve had m^:es me sure th a t something can come o f t h i s . 
-And that the most important aspect o f the project is that 
technique remain an u tte r ly  simple one. Host I hope that some of 
these people w ill  w rite to Stimpson and Iekes, te llin g  of their  
in terest in having the evacuees return, w ill  o ffe r their homes 
for temporary housing, possibly w ill o ffe r  jobs. But more im­
portant, that they reawaken and strengthen the old friend shlje , 
that thqy assume a personal role in a struggle for a democracy 
to which theyW© been paying l ip  se rv ice . I*ve been @n iriy own 
at i t ,  for a short time now, and w ill  be u n til the end of th is  
month• After that it  is  l i i a l y  that the Bap t i 日ts  and Friends 
w ill support me, though by no means a ce rta in ty . At any rate,
I 1 ve approached them on It for a consideration sta rtin g  ihe 
ft>rst of next month.



X* a lik e  your ideas about th is  sort o f  a p r o je c t. Also 
any suggestions you might have of persons to see • Expect to be 
in IA County area for sometime yet, perhaps gettin g out Into 
the v a lle y  and farther north a b it  la t e r .

Pm also enclosing a copy o f some notes I took a fte r a 
conversation with Carey MoWilllanB • Most o f  it  may be old  
s t u f f  to yoa, but you can take i t  for what i t ' s  worth. I*ve 
sent copies o f both o f these things to Togo •

Theie seemes to be no question but that housing w ill  
lb© the cru cial matter when the coast does re -open. LA and San F 
are in much worse shape than Chicago, D etroit, or Cleveland.
In L it t le  Tokyo areas 8 and 10 Hegroes are liv in g  in  one room 
in many, m«iy p la ces.

Also seems p retty clear that tit e re turn w ill be a con- 
tr o ll ed one, pr❻babiy much in the same maziner as #ien reeettlezs  
l e f t  oamp fo r raid-west and east, gradually relaxing In same 
fashion also • N0 one looks for a great rush from centers even 
when the ban is  lifte d *

W ill be interested im your comments • Hope to hear 
from you soon, though I do re ca ll that you111 be in S a lt Lake 
C ity  soon for the conference there •

Cordially,

X u i J i A 7

Walter Godfrey

PS—My best re gar da 切  T©m and Prank* And yo u rself, o f course .



；. Wal t : -Godfrey ' : ： ■. J ^： ^'
August 111 1944

Tlii日 is  a "brief report to tr y  1;o glre  s.oia© id 0a of wkat we hs-ve 
been doing and trying to do in  the Southem C a lifo ra ia  area in the 
matter of Japanese American relatiom s. I t  is  by no means complete, 
and refers only to that work wMch I  have beem at« I t  does not inこ 
olade the a o tiv it ie s  of Bstber Hkoads and many others t botk from APSO 
and other groups aBd agoneios* Some of tfe© material may be wold s t a f f*  
to meay of yoa; the r e s t  of i t  is  r e la tiv e ly  aew*

Oar oosusezaa ^as beeaa to do ecaaetMiag in the area of pablio r e ls -  
tiOBS* We haro f e l t  ISaat i t  would be p a rtio a la rly  TaX〇.a)3l e  to get 1m 
t ⑽ oh with tliosd people Who are friends of for酿 r residents of the Coast 
and wlio kayo lo s t  m oh of tk a ir  contact with those formor residents*W© have koped to urge a remewal of these ol4 ralatiomshlps^ reawaken­ing aad restrengthaaliag old friendships* We feel that these people will ia ttum uroaoM out to friends and ae^uaiMtanoes 111 811oh nBMoaner that a coasidoral)l© amount of tbiafclBg 曹ill be stiauXated rela**

to tiko wb>〇]Ld qjtiQstion of t 虹e irotazxL of oT&c îoes to Coast 蒙6gjlo扭
Wa tiii3aS: th&t i t  is  iiaportant poopXo bsglB "to ^klulc this n@w.,
that we not wait u n til the region is  noponw, so tixat 111dividoals i n -----
©OKaamities w ill feave had a ohmee to tliiBlc tlie problem throttgla, so tlaat 
Hk&y w ill  fcaow exactly where stead, so that th^y w tll take that
staad firm ly* Tkis w i l l 脚 酿 , we hope* that thê r w ill  represent a bu.1* 
wark of stable thinking in th eir oomarniity, as against the
o f szi siliaost 〇6rtain  HoaxstベD6g i 0B_Jf&tiTe Sons stliaalated hystorieu

As w© h&7e approached the situ atio n  tlie f i r s t  and most important 
oontaote haTe been with these person日 who are close personal friends of 
ralooatees I  have Imowa in Chiaago, 〇levelsiadf and other parts of tha
Bast • 逆  artbL_r、 冒e I3&V0 eonstxlted 1̂ 16 f i l e 日 ]aere and bare obtalmod
the names 雄idL addresses of pearsons asad by per日Qns I  have Imoim ae 
refer ezioes*

I t  has seemed to as that (me of the tkiEge we eould dot thea# 
would 1)❹ to  exicoax&ge people wlio have a desire 太o ndo eometblngn fin d  
the way In wMoh they can b est p articip ate in th is worlc in terms of 
tiieir own oapaoitie日• So i t  was tb at one man» who f e l t  that lie had sl 
message for the "B iso i，，冒as eneouraged to 名e i in toacli Xiarry 
T a jir i  of the PACIFIC 032TIZM a"boat w riting an a r tic le  for the paper* 
This h© did* I t  siay not hare bean a rery important nmessagdn9 bat i t  
did allow *^is mm. to express him self» to fe e l  that )ae bad more 〇£ a 
stake In th is  basiness now than ever before, i t  has broo^lxt him into  
maoh closer contact with the situ atioa* Whea he disoorered that be 
got no response from the a r tic le  frcm Japanese Am©rioanst bat did 
hear from sozoe Caucasians* octDg ra ta l a ting lie re a lise d  thaT^per-*
haps he had made a contribution even though i t  was in a d ifferen t area 
than he entielpstdd« One evening he re ce iT e d a  telephone e&ll from a 
caan with isbom he had not bear on good 备e:mas} with 油10m lie had not been 
on speaking ternst and tM s man said something lUce tM s : J ™ ,
you know I  wouldn*t c a ll  yoa unless I were sin cerely Interested iM 
something. Wefye had our differences about a lo t  of th in gs, bat I  
waat you to 3mow that I  m e t oongratulat# yoa on that a r tic le  yoa 
wrote In that Japanese paper* One of my friends showed i t  to me* I t  
was the kind of thing whicli comes fr#m a mao^s heart* I  1010w yoa 
didn’ t  have to writ© i t ,  and that yoa dldnf t get anything for i t ,  and 
that yoa wereaa*t doing i t  to play the prejadioee of one groap against 
those of an other •**



In the same mmner a yoang lady nftio hadn't given much thoaght 
to th is maEtterbefore was enoooraged to spend the r e s t of the summer 
in one of the centers as a volunteer recreation worker* She had 
l i t t l e  es^erienoe^ bat supplied h erself tQ the task of le a m ln g  wiiat 
she ooaldl before she went, and has disocrrered th a t the r e a lly  
portent tiling i s  that she is  aotastily a t  the eenter* Here presence 
there is a o oner eta 111astra tio n  to the ohildr@a o f an "outsider*1 who 
is  s iooerely Interested in thesi; bo.t more than th is she is  learning  
and 1 earningy from the evacuees and the s ta ff*

made it v i s i t  to a small tom  in Los Angeles county 
where therl^xnree Japsmese American fam ilies liv in g  laefore the evaoua^ 
tion* One of tke three was by almost eyeryone in towa and yer^
highly respected by a l l  of the townspeople. I  know this fam ily, or 
part of rather w e llf too9 and talked with laany 〇t  their friends* 
People were most anxious to g e t f i r s t  hai3d news of theoi« They took 
delight in te llizig  me sto rie s of situ a tio n s in whioh various members 
of the family were shorn o ff  to good advantage* There was eonsider- 
able hesitation on the part of t^ese people oonoemizig the adYisal)ll*

of allowing 也❺ eYiiouees to return, most are w illin g to aooept 
tb.e wproteotiTe custody1* concept; but i&iea the question was put to 
them about the s ———» fam ily they seemed tQ fe e l  th at i f  the s — —»s 
came backt though th^xe would toe a great deal of c r itic is m  from & fe v  
i t  would die oat jba the jQace of a stsnd Iby the nsab3tantial" citize n s  
of the go腿xrnity 也  support of 也e fam ily ， We hope tibat the most im* 
portant thing to  oom❹ oat o f this I s  the fa c t  th at some of the people 
In th is  communilgr are now thinking about the matter^ W at f i r  the f i r s t  
time sizioe the eraouatlon to〇]c place th e j are seriou sly asking tbe 
qaestlon ^how Xoog w ill i t  be before the Japanese Americans returB?n 
Instead of "wloat oan ws do to make i t  easier for them in the Gen tiers?”

I t  should be pointed oat here tb&t we ha7e not beoa «aooaraging 
people iiiao liave re se ttle d  in tho east and middle-west» and who h典ve 
m&de good adjaslm m ts theret to  thln)c; aboat oomiisg back except la* 
d ire ctly  t per haps t m some of them are brought baok; into oozitsot with 
their old frlm d e*

HeoentLy I  la&de & trip  to Ssa Diego* While I  was there I  talked 
with a isen wlio was the bead of am Imsaranoe^resCLty firm* He trie d  bard 
to point oat to m© very d e a r ly  that he thoaght a l o t  of M—— , that

> was as fia e  & young man as be bad eTar )aiQimt tbat he would do 
aBytbiiQg be coaid a t  aiy time for M— but  tte .t  he dl^avt  ^giTe a 
damn aboat the r e s t  of those Jap8n« Bat then he went on to aay nXf 
yourre interested in  t h i s , however> I  thlnJc yoa ought to go see Mr. 0— 
tiie pre日idecit of tbe Bar Assooiaticm , and Mr« who is on the board
〇£ directors of tbe B&r Association^ and Mr* G --— , wlio is  & pack ear and 
used to deal with fishermen dovn bere« As a matter of fa o t , I*d  
kind of ll^ e  to loaow «h&t D— -» is  せlinking myself* You know I vm a 
Legion man m yself» and I'm a Hatiye Son. too, bat not sure X lik e  
the way we're going a t  tM s« Now th ere's tbat F0H1UBB a r tic le  you. 
spojjco pf , I  didta't see bat i f  FOHR7臟  pailish ed i t ,  i t  should 1>e 
good edaoatlonal material* P d  lik e  to b&ve si few cqpies to put oat 
there in the waiting room fo r people to look at«,v 11id ao on* And he



asked farther ^oeetions, and said sure he'd like to l̂e on the mailing liit to receive tbe Infozmatiom Bulletin from the Friends office about this question* I  coaldn^ help bat feeil that he was betraying hizaseif̂  that he did give a dam aboat 1216 rest of the Japs9 though he eertaln-** 
l y  wasnvt go lag ts  admit it &s openly as all that* Jiad bo I  hope and trust that ❼zi be xoaebes cm龙 运 to the sphere of his aoqaaiBtanoee andfriends his attltade will be markedly different9 not tlxsit be’s & "oon- y〇rtn by any meanst bat that lie will twice before be speaks apand say a good word ncrar and then because he h&B some facts to l>aok him ap* He kaows mow that there &rd people wlao really axe standing with t^e "Plsplaoed Japanese Amerloansnf that if Isa did sti〇]c his neoKoat 
〇»〇• or tiri〇6 laa wccaanW 為e doing It all 时  himself*

Ind so I  went t© see D—— the director of t h »  Bar As b o o  la t  ion*
I  d id n 't t e l l  kim th a t the inearsnce mssi sent me for i t  was pretty  
ol«ar to me that b© preferred t t  that way* He was a man in  his mid* 
die s i x t ie s t t » l l f heavy, pretty positive and ctggre日aiire, and lie want* 
ed t@ know what x wanted* I  to ld  211111 mb oat my In terests and hie ra^Ly 
was: l i s t e n , i  don't nant to hear nk&t you’ ve got to ssgr* I*m
not intareeted in wloat you have to sa^ aboat tlie Japanese* You ha^eaa't 
aaytMjag to 8吵  tlrnt 曹0ald in te re st me« Ag a m&ttar of f a o t 9 I  00014 
t e l l  yoa a lo t  about t je  Jap s, I 'v e  lived  oat here mong th m  «X1lay 
U fa *  W]ay I  oould t e l l  yoa plenty about the Japs* Bat V r e  got a 
d lien t here and I*m lxi§y.n Pretty obTioasXy 13ie only tkiag I  eoald

to remarks lik e  that 曹&s something like th is : "W ell, Mr* D*，_ _ ，
I  th ln t yoa9re  right* I  think yoa pro^&bly eoald t e l l  me a lo t  of 
t l i & b oat the Japanese♦ x should be tb le  to le&m & lo t  from yoa 
and 丄 think I  oagbt to lis t e n  to 池 &t you liave to s & y S o  he to ld  me 
that idt I  货 ontad to h£&g around he1 d tklk with ze〜 he1 d t e l l  me plants  
abmt the Japs* So I  wetted fo r  h a lf 821 hour* Efi Invited me into his  
o ffla e  md I  s a t  do和i 砂  b is  desk and 曹aited fo r  klm to beglfii* There 
was a rather ambarrasslog la it i& l s ile n c e t apad I  thought tlaat was ay 
one to begin, witb. tbe " lin e 1* 他 ：leb s bcml長 be most appealixsg to M j u  
I t  went som❺thiug lUfce "Qiis: «Mr* 2)— — t tn sp ite of what you might 
ttiiiLk. aboat I t  t aaad in spite 〇£ wb&t the people on the Go&st think 
aboat l t 9 ead 1b  spite of wbat I  mj^ht think about t t > I f  the Axmj 
deoides to l i f t  the m ilitary baaa qzl Japanese ijoeriosns I t  w ill do 8〇# 
and i t  w H l ds i t 9 ire oan suppose, beoaose i t  Is tUe expedient and 
e ffle ie n t  t^ iag to do from a m ilitary pdlmt of Tiew* Then the t^img 
i8 dome* There w ill have to be some iiadividuals ia  oommanities tftio 
do some elear end le r e l and sane thinking about this aEe&d of time bq 
^ iat tbiay might represm t a 1}01w&rk o f against a p oten tial
Mearet s tim la te d  Mjrstexia*n Now th is  gay eo did under stand We
talked for aboat & h a lf lL〇ar* said a somotblxig ぬ 0111 the
sabTersiTe fishermen around Sam Diego 1b pre-Pearl Harbor days9 he 
didxi^ r e a lly  t o l l  me plenty about tkose Japs* Fizially he eonoladed 
tbat nthie problem ie  too "big fo r me* I t ' s  lik e  the Negro problem, 
and the pr^Mem of world organization, and tha problem of ^hat 4o do 
w!12i m ilita r is ts  in &emany a fte r  the v&r* I  havem't tlioe to think 
about these th in gs. I fm too Ix l s j a&rSiing a liv in g  to b̂e bothered wit^L 
these matters *n Bat be uremt on to add th&t we shoald try  to educate 
oarselveB better on these matters* and tb 总t  he wooli be plea日ad to 
have me send him a reprint o f the FOlfUM  a r tic le  I  memtioxied «» a fte r  
2 tll9 FOBfUÎ B ha8 mo axe to grind on th is said iihat they h&re to s&y om 
tke matter oaght to be sound* 3o ha tiasiiked me for &tcppizigt hoped 
I 'd  ooiDd l>aok again some time«



Here egaln9 Vm save that no ibasio attitu d e w&s ehaaged, but oust 
hare f& ith  that tM s  kind of re&otiozi means th&t the man w lli  be more 
temperate In hi@ tkinlclog! t^iat i f  the question comes "before a d iscu s- 
slon in 13ie Bar ABsooiatlon be w ill either ea  ̂ motklogt or w ill  say 
3〇matbli3g differed t  from inh&t he might hare said*

And as an aside here woald lik e  to say i s :  that i t  seems to me 
this might ha.re hem & typical response, though I ^ e  not talked to near­
l y  enough people to make a sa£« generalization* That men are seeking 
desperately to esoape from the is&r end the problems vhioh w ill f&oe ae 
a fte r  the war* They woulcL lik e  not to have to think about them, and 
Xooi: w ish fu lly  and feopeftilly to the aoooiaplisliiaeat of some miracle or 
anothert and they’ ve not too maoh latere日t; in the mean日, they would 
hope that the "leaders11 of the world, and i t  doesnH make too muola 
difference 也  ey are, Roosevelt, Chur c h i l l ,  S t a lin , or whomever, 
w ill  s i t  cLomi together and oome oat with al>l the answers; so that we 
may be about the baslBess of earning oar liv in g , so that m  have not 
to /botlier our日elTes th l311ciiag £«boat problems fa r  too weighty sad com- 
p lieated  fo r what we would llk;e to thin^ la  "oor om  simple l i f e  •11

A Xaiv^er im San Diego responded muoh as the insurance mm* He 
too, thought a g re a t deal of H - - - f but be wasn11 interested in the rest 
of tbs Japs* But was interested in reading FORTUlM and the information 
bulletj^i9 and. the parson he rented me to talk: w ith was the editor of 
the b iggest lo c a l paper, a mai nwith whom I  agree on jiist about ©very- 
thiiag, but his b etter a ttitu d e  on th is  Japanese qaestion# I  don*t care 
anytldug about th em ,lm t I  don’ t  f e e  that way e iiiie r •”

The San Diego UKIQN and SW-TELBSBAPHf morning and eraaiaag papers, 
b&7e the la rg e st lo o a l eirealatiom s* I  would saspeot that th e ir  p o ll鳴 
eies p ara llel the loe M geles !TII^S &s clo se ly  as any other paper oat 
herat though perhaps tho^ aren 't quite as bad* The editor and I  talked  
for about ■  boor* E is attitu d e is  something lik e  t h is : ” You ja s t  oan’ t  
tr a s t  & Jap* Yoa can’ t  do I t • W© a l l  3tnow what they were doing dom 
here in the b&rbor and on their farms witli th e ir  short wave radi❾ sets  
and a l l  of Hxat* tliere magr be a few good onesf there &re always &
few good ones In any groupf bat By ^od, you osnvt  t e l l  them apart* Th&s 
is  war and tlie two or three good ones w ill have to take i t .  5?key should 
have done somethingatboat the others before* Wiiy there's not one s o lレ
tary b it  of evidenoe t t e t  one Jap out here ever tamed in another one
and W6 a l l  ]qiow there were lo ts  of iiiein wftxo ooald have done It*  Yes， 
the FBI s&^e ih is  and but try  to g e t them to show yoa ju st one
oase» oanf t  dd i t *  fa r  thermo re, we liave got to face the f&ot
that th is  war in the P a c ific  has a long m y to go# Wef re not over i t  
"by a long sbdtf and there ean be planty of trouble oaased oror here，
You never 101ow when these Japs w ill get so desperate th at t h e y 'll  try
some tokesa bombings bare on the Coast, maybe rig h t here in San Biego, 
m d  do i t  i f  tiiey get the ohaoee* And i f  thes^ Japs are b&ok
here on Hie Goast, helping theni  ̂ t h e y 'l l  liaye more of a obanoe* Wo 
o a a ^  afford to l e t  that happen i f  we oan help it# n I  gave him a oopy 
o f F0E!1U Ŝ on tbe 8j)〇t # raider than waltizig to send one to him! Tkat 
i e 9 a copy of the re p rin t， We wesnt on to discuss the general raoe s i t _  
u&tiou on/the 〇0&8木， tlie tremeadoas number of Negroes wlio hare come in t❼ 
tbe San Diego area, the tensions which o x is t tbare, eto# The man very 
sineerely b e li 籲 Te 日 ）ijLmself to be a friead  of the Hegro a&d trie s  to hCLp 
a l l  be o&nf is  曹4 1 1 Informed as to the situ atio n  there» ie  a c tiv e ly  
teres ted ln t i f  not aotire in , the ra cia l oosnmission in the c i t y .  Be­
lie v e s » of coarse, that maek of the r&oe troable springs from tlis P re si-  
dent 811d Mr日• Roosevelt and the New Deal ggenoi@s saoh as the hoasiBg



IEPO, which ooerce, foroo people to liv e  together 
He beliayes In sefirrecation. but *

| Aat 紅 你 勢 . … .，… .,'. 一 — ,,_|||雨 漏 ^ ^
end woyk together. He belioyes in segregation, but in aqual righ ts  
under s^gregatloa, that Ja st as fin© and w ell equipped houeing units
日$ oa}d be lm ilt  for colored peopl© as white people, bat that 你 ey
shoald not have to liv e  tc^e-Qier# nTla©y a r m 11 emotionally ready 
for i t  and there w ill be troable i f  w© impress i t  upon them^n Again 
tne argamant whioli m& most a ffe c tiv e  was the insistence that the 
3©wspaper， as a 8©arvan1; of the , 皿x日t  as© eirary opportunity to
fo ste r  in te llig e n t th in iln g , s t a b i l i t y , in times of c r i s i s ,  «hea 
nyeteria rans rampant* w〇J  ooarse, w© would never print anything 
池 icii wcmld s t i r  people up aad lead to aob aotioaa•” But I  think oxa 
oonoeptione of what sort of things s t i r  people ap ware differ-*
e f t ， Here， I  jmow fo r & certain ty th at no basic attitu d es were 
changed, but mosthave fa ith  again that the fa c t  tb at this fo llo w  
would s i t  fo r aa hour and t a l i  w ith a nobody who walked through the
|a te  lay the reo ep tio n isV s desk i«h®L the recep tio n ist wasa*t there
is  aa iad icatio n  tbat h© was w illla g  t© listesa to tiie other sid e , an 
indioatlon that b.® mi 换  t  nXtimate^y have Mad so sad of Ills 7 j.6ws tesa** 
paired*

These paople are, as yoa eee9 not persons t̂eose names I  can s«nd
to as "friw xas” to whom iiieia: lite ra tu re  might be sen t, who can b©
counted on to aid d ire e tly  ta the program o f retaining eracaees to the 
coast* Some of th«a might be, even taally. Bat to most of them, a n y  
tMug from Harold !♦  Iokes* department would be lik e  waving a rad
丈}?;§ 也 な ⑽ 怎 ❹f  セ放姐• 罗 ❹r th© saai0 reason， i t  is  3a©o©s8ary 切
with a persoaa awhil«, and oasaally glance a t  the books on th©ir desks 
and in th e ir  bookcases, before mentioning Oarey McWilliams and his  
boojcs and pampiaets# t

In another town, in the heart of an agrioaltaral region, I  ta lk -  
ed with the ooanty agent, a prominent Congregational layman* A oouple 
ox montas ago he signed a newspaper advertisement supporting the ex­
clusion p e t i t i〇B« Then h© attended tlie xiational conference of 13ie 
0 0 i onal i st s & t  Grand Rapids as a lay dele gat©* !Tli6 OoBgr©*- 
g a tio n a lists  took a strong staud there and I  think that that ioacpress-* 
ed him considerably. He to ld  me that he bad been doing a lo t  of thinks

j^ tx t th is  la t e ly ， that he mnted to ” d。 tlie thing mhicli was right*
tne thpags \ifeioh were co n stitu tio n a l, the thing ^ i c h  m,8 C h ristia n ."

li© 日 trying liard* Was 日" eaougi i也总 龛 li© wisli0日 to &rr&yg©
fo r me m  interview with the executive secretary of the Orange County 
Farm Bareaa* The FB 121 C a lifo r n ia , of oourse 9 has been notorious for  
i t s  anti-Japanese American p o sitio n . This men pointed out to me that 
tuoaga the PB man ce rta in ly  mxLldxx't take a publlo stand. Hhe is  an 
a ctive MeUiodist and aigh t lean enough in th is dir eat ion that he
jould put you in totlcli with the faaaaers in tli© oommonity who should

011 Blatter, both the frie n d ly  oaes, and he would taow 
Wiich are frie n d ly  thou^i they don11 ever ta lk  about and those who 
are strong on tbe other side of the fence*n Because of the trip  th is  
ごeek to San Fraaeisoo， i t 丨s Taeoi域 possible *to aaafce arrangements for this n»etii3gf but I  sh a ll do so vuiioa I  return.

Wa slxoiild point out here thaU we fe S l i t  is れ3 15 as iaportaal; to 
ジ  0 12i©今  o ca lled  p， p le ” as i t  is t ’a 的 © wla。 power aadl ia -
xlUQnoQ in tne 0 0111munity* I  know that i t  is  ja s t  as iiaportarit to spend



a vhole eyanii^ In tloe home o f & fam ily who were jo st neighbors of & 
fello w  or a gal I  ^now In Chicago, liste n in g  to them remliaisce of 
their old frien d s, looJfciiag a t  pictures of wold Mr* K— , th a t's  
fa th e r ,w eto« f as i t  is to *tallc with an important lawyer or a news 
editor •

This aould go an and on9 bat I  feel tiiat tlais is more than 
s u ff ic i  t® give you an idea of 池 a t th is  is  e l l  al3 0 1 1 I hope that
those o f you who receive i t  w ill not h esitate to  writ© back, giving  
as some suggestions as to how we might better and more e ffe c tiv e ly  
approaob the question* We need the imagination and thinkiug of a l l  
bur friends as we try  to disoover the ways md means of ereatively  and 
eonstruotlirely meeting the sitaatio&«





^ 3  ?〇J t  V J l 〇̂

你 ksuJ U ^  t i 叫 '

Dear Friends:

Now it is November in California. The rains have come; they've cleared 
the air a bit of the distressing summer fogs, and there is a beauty that was never 
apparent in the infrequent sunshine for which this country is noted* Today the 
mountains behind Pasadena were of gorgeous deep blues and purples, with shadows 
and clouds playing upon them as in a fairyland* They seemed so close that one 
felt he might reach up and touch them. This evening the sunset was beautiful» 
though there was no sunshine all through the day. It is rather tragic, isn*t it,
thal; most of us here are s。 thoroughly occupied with the business of making a liv-
ing that we never seem to see the beauty surrounding us? And so v/e nsver realize 
how different things might be if we'd just stop for a moment, and look up*

This letter will be an attempt to bring you up to date with me* Fortu­
nately for us all, one of the girls at the office has kindly offered to help me 
get it out* That means you'll get a mimeographed copy soon, rather than a carbon 
copy which has been going the rounds for several months. Sonae of you are just get­
ting the letter I sent out in August. Because of the limitations of carbon copies, 
many of you didn't get that letter at all*

Before going any further, I'd like to mention ray appreciation to you all 
for your help and inspiration# This is a difficult thing for hi© to express* What 
I am trying to say is that each of you has been invaluablo to mo as I go along 
from day to day at this work* Knowing you, having you for a friend, make's a dif­
ference; you must realize that. There is not on© of you from whom X have not 
learned something; there is not one of you who hasn't contributed his bit at one 
time or another, in a very personal way, and so I try harder and do bettor for 
having known and associated with you. i*his is so real that it has been 1110ro than 
simply an aid* It has beon a necessity. Perhaps I can do no better than to quote 
THE PROPHET, ，

'Tour friend is your need日 answered.
He is your field which you sow v/ith love and reap with thanksgiving*
And ho is your board and your fireside,
For you como to him with your hunger, and you seek him for peace.1*

Many of you have written, asking what you might do to help* That, of 
course, I cannot answer. If you have our mutual concern日 on your heart, you will 
discover what to do, and you will do it, every day, because you cannot help your­
self* You will do it in terms of your own porsonalitios as you go about your day- 
to-day affairs, at work, at home, wherovor you might be. And it will bo good, for 
us all, and helpful#

Since August I*ve visitod several communities up and down the state, 
some of them for the first time, others, for the second and third timos* First, 
1*11 try to illustrate with specific interview comnients. These observations are 
drawn from talks with people who v/ore neighbors of evacuees, farmers, business 
oen, laborers, professional people, newspaper editors, students, educators, agi­
tators , churchmen, and chance acquaintances through hitch-hiking oxpori^ncos*



Generally speaking, wo soem to havo two distinct minorities actively at 
work, vath the great majority of people falling in botwoen them. ^ 3  one minority 
group is definitely antagonistic to the return of tho oyacuoes to California. It 
is well organized and quite vocal, but not nearly so well organized nor n0X J  
it was a year or two ago. Its leaders come from the obvious groups: associated
fanners and distributors, Native Sons and Daughters of thf.Go^d®n ,W®st*
Legion and Veterans of Foreign Wars, the Grange. It is stimulated by the Hoarst 
press, and, in tho northern part of the state, by the McClatchy press*

The other minority group is vory cordial, friendly to tho idea of return' 
ins evacuees. It is much better organized than a year or two ago, and much, much
more vocal. Its leadership comos from roligious and educational circles, and from
among those who had close personal friends among the Japanoso Americans.

Most people in California soom to fit in betwoon these two^oxtremos〇 

They are much too busy earning a living, v/orking ovortimo, volunteering 〇

various war activitios, to havo given much thought to this matter. They are po- 
tontially morabers of either oxtromo. Whon they aro forced to face the issue 
thoir community, as did Pasadena when a nisoi student returned with tho permission 
of the Army in September, they will fall to ono side or tho other. Hero th9y seomto havo accepted the return. Whether this will happon in oチher communitie日 ：LSde-
pendent largely on tho amount of educational ground-v/ork which is dono ahJoad of 
time, and upon tho attitude of tho pross in tho community at the time.

The size of those groups varios, of course, from community to community* 
In some communitios one of the two minority groups already pretty well controls 
the situation.

I visited one community rocontly whoro sontimont soemod to bo quito good. 
I wouldn't hesitate to recomraond that an ovacuoo family return thore immodiatoly, 
and wq havs actually started proceedings that that Blight occur. A laboring man 
there spoke somothing like this: 二 .

"This is the way I feol about it. I know a lot of Japans日e hero.
They worked in the plant and were in the local union. All the 
Japs I ever knew v/ore all right. They v/ere good Americans and 
not liko thoso Japs ovor thoro in Japan. The Japs v/oro good 
neighbors, good workers, and right guys, and you could always 
count on thoir word. I novor did know a Jap that wouldn't keep 
his word. You could always trust *0111. Of course, if they com© 
back you'll have to watch out for tho Filipinos, but generally 
spoaking I wouldn't worry much. Tho mon in tho plant herQ say 
thoy don't v/ant the Japs back, but when the government gets ready 
to sond thorn back thoy'll feod a lot of propaganda about it in 
here and tho people will tako *em all right. The American pooplo 
will do any god-damned thing you toll thorn to. Thoy'ro just mado 
that way. All you havo to do is toll thorn, and then koop tolling 
them*. One thing about it, though, whon they lot thoso Japs coino 
back they shouldn't bo allowed to all livo together in one section 
like they did boforo. They ought to ba spread out and mixed up*
That was ono reason for all tho trouble- boforG*t,

A prominent business man in the samo coramunity, as wall as the local newspaper 
editor, indicated that they also would oxpect no particular trouble whon the Japan 
os© return, was long as they como gradually, and not all at once*H

In a community near tho ons montionGd abovo, tho sontiment is vory bad*
I would not rsconunond that evacuoos return there now* Tho place has boon so thor­
oughly indoctrinated by tho ''anti11 forcos that ovon many of those who aro inclinod



to bo friendly have accoptod tho propaganda of opposition. One of the persons 
with whom I talked there was a well-oducatod man who represented comiuorcial mtor- 
osts. He started by asking mo how long I*d boon in California —  they all get mo 
on that one： —  and then proudly stated that ho»d boon born and raised hero and 
livod among the Japs all his life, that ho know the Japs, and that it was obvious
I didn*t know a damn thing about thom. He went on like this:

nAny man v/ho ovor had any business doalings v/ith thom knows that 
you simply can*t trust a Jap. As a race, the Japs are absolutely 
untrustworthy and tricky and sneaky* Thoir word isn't worth a 
damn thing. They*11 toll you ono thing and go right out and do
another. Oh, like with all races, ther。 ar。 a fow good on。， 一

you alv/ays find a few good pooplo in any raco. The s
woro high class pooploj thoy had a nico homo right out near us,
but they were the oxcoption. If anyone ovor tolls you the Japs
are o.k# thoy*re oither Jap lovers or they're making monoy out 
of thorn... And romombor, fellow, wo're still at war with those 
little yellow dovilB.*'

Hq went on find on and on* Hofusod absolutely to distinguish betwoen tho 
Japanese in Japan and Japanoso Araoricans over hero* The nisoi in tho Army moant 
nothing to him. ••TheyM be on tho other side if thoy could. Hg II, anybody'll 
fight if you put him up thoro in the front linos and stick a gun in his hand*

An elderly lawyer in tho same tov/n, a. roan who looks after the property 
of socjq evacuees ^would advise tho Japs to stay out for thoir own good. They havo 
their legal rights all right, but wo don't want them hero. You know, wa'ro tho 
real Californians up horo in the north and wo treat people square. Y/hon wo toll 
them to stay out wo mean it; Now roaybs it's difforont with those people down in 
Southern California bocauso they aren't Californians at all. Thoy havo their Iowa 
Clubs and Missouri Clubs and what not dovm there, but wo'ro tho old stock, i»ho 
pioneers, up hero, and wo don't want tho Japs back#M

In another conmunity tho •'anti'* forcos aro also strong, but there is 
considorablo good fooling oviderjt which needs to bo made more articulate, Ono 
roan there had been pointed out to me for miles around as a "Jap lover, and it's 
all because h c ^  making money out of tho Japs.1' Talking with him rovealod thoro 
v:ero other reasons for his point of view:

"Thoro's going to be a troraondous incroaso in tho wave of hya- 
torical roaction against minority races in tho post-war period, 
just as aftor tho last v/ar. I soo it already down in Los Angelos 
where you hfê ir thora talking. If it rains thoy blaniG it on tho 
Jews, and if it doesn't rain thoy blame it on tho Jews, Fooling 
against tho Nogroos is increasing. You can sea that all over.
And what d6os all that moan to me? Brother, I*m looking out for
my own s]lcin.» What the hell! I’m not a vory good one» but I*ni，
Catholici bo you think I v/ant to soo tho Ku Klux Klan fiso again?
You bet your damned life I don't'.1*

It is interesting, of course, to soo tho way in which constant agitation 
is raaintainod by thoso who aro anxious that tho evacuQQS not return. In Salinas, 
for instance, in the heart of tho lottuco country, tho commorcial interests aro 
very active. Tho story circulating v/hen I v/as last thoro, just a few v/eeks ago, 
was that tho bottom had dropped out of tho lottuco market because the Jap fannors 
in Idaho had just shipped 85 carloads of lottuco to tho oastern markets. When I 
was in Sacramento the following v/oek, howevor, I discovorod that tho Departmont of 
Agriculturs roports indicate that s-oihq 6000 ncres raoro of lottuce vras planted in



the Salinas area this autumn than last. And that there has been no time in the past 
ten years when the autumn acreage has been so large. I^ e  written several of niy 
"friends'* in Salinas asking them whether or not it is fair to infer that this in­
creased acreage has something to do with the surplus on the market now.

Perhaps it should be pointed out here that there is a little more to this 
wandering about the state than simply talking with these folks -- though to be sure, 
that really is a large part of it. Further, however, we try to be constantly onthe alert to stinjula*fce interested persons to discover openings in jobs，nd housing
for those who will be returning; to encourage student groups at the various col­
leges vto assist in helping nisei students return to their campuses; to visit those 
who have been left back her© in hospitals, etc*

Wa feel that the trend is growing in the right direction. Dillon %er, 
director of the WRA, stated early in October that over 800 permits to return had 
been granted by military authorities. Iviany more undoubtoaly have been granted 
since* Esther Takei has been most warmly received here in Pasadena, despite init­
ial agitation from the opposition. At Stanford there aro nine nisei teaching Japan­
ese to tho Army and Navy. Seven more aro expeotod soon* They seoni to be getting 
along well. We know of no unfortunato or really disagreeable o^poriences having 
occurred in rolation to any of those v/ho have como back#

EvGryono likes to guess v/hon tho military authoritios will lift tho 
evacuee ban. Some thought it would come in Novonibor# Others aro sur© it will boDecember, or after thG first of the year, or in tho early spring. I refuso to go
out on the limb#

Somo of you will certainly bo intorosted in niy visit to tho Arizona 
rolocation contors last month. Ifll try to bo briof#

Morale in the camps v/as good, but thoro aro so many factors involved in 
dotermining rooralo that it is difficult to analyzo# Xt sooms evidont that tho 
changing seasons is one factor• Th© Arizona oontors aro approaching tho most 
pleasant season of tho year aftor a dreadfully hot suminor* Morals has not boon so 
good at Topaz recently whore winter has arrived#

Tho paronts of many of tho nisei whom I knov/ have loft tho esnters* Somo 
aro making plans to do so* Others aro v/aiting to coidq back to tho coast, and n)a.ny 
find it difficult to move because of any number of circumstances which stand in tho 
way* It v/as a grand Gxpcrionco to moot tho parents of many of my frionds#

Wg will do well to pause and pay tribute to tho issoi, tho parents, Thoy 
aro bravo and courageous people# All their lives they have givon thoir utmost that 
their children might havo advantages in education# Often they have sacrificed poî - 
sonal prestige, status in tho family! that thGir youngsters might bo ^Amoricanizod 
Many of thorn aro still ffgivingH# It isnft easy for thorn to send thoir childrenout; i*fc isn’t easy to stay bohind. It is hard to try to figure out just Gxâ ctly
what one should do* Tho issoi aro struggling*

Somo surveys havo been inado relative to tho plans of thoso who aro still
in camp. The findings aro tontativo, but they soom to indicate tha卞 ” rhaps 20%
of those still in camp will niako an effort to roturn to tho coast within a year 
after the ,fop6ning?t dato is announcod# More consorvativo ostimaiiGS aro as lov/ as
15ミ• Possibly 5 - 10% would bo stimulatod to go east by an announcGment tha, th。

coast is open. This is bocauso of the psychologicEil factor involvod in knov/ing 
that thoy could return to California if they wished to do so• Th0 remainder 
want to wait and see how tho pioneering group faros.



Tho question as to the closing of tho relocation centers is a sourco of
constant speeulaticm within t _ .  It is a very direct 〇

many wh。 dcm，t soe which way t。 turn. Gossip^mongors without much
stimulate rumors. Many of them aro absurd; others aro roasonablo. ^ 1 1 havo the
effect of croating foar and instability in tho camp population. To many this is a
most serious concern*

Again, we shall be interested in your ideas, your suggestions, your com- 
mQnts, your questions. If I am slow at answering your letters, ploaso know that 
I»m thinking of you, and will got to them as soon as possible. Thoy are a sourco 
of real inspiration to mo. It's alv/ays good to hoar from you.

If you aro intorested in some good background information, read Carey 
McWilliams* PREJUDICE, published last month by Little, Brown, & Co. It may make 
some of this seem understandable to thoso of you back oast who get only occas­
ional glimpses of the total picture.

Soon I shall leave for another briof trip up tho San Joaquin Valley. This 
time I shall bo particularly intorostod in mooting pooplo intorostod in the v/ork of 
the Rural Life Asspciation and tho Catholic Rural Life Council. They aro having a 
sorios of conforonces with Father Ligutti and others, and I hope to attend most of 
thorn. Upon roturning 1*11 loavo for San Diogo for a few days. It may bo that this 
lottor wonft get out until thoni

Expect to spend Christmas with friGnds in Pasadena. Since this coroos so 
close, I hope you will accept this as a Christmas letter, with my greetings extended
to your families•

Tha world is heavy v/ith sorrow as we approach th8 new year* It is diffi* 
cult to bo optimistic about tho future, but if we cannot faco it optimistically, we 
must do so courageously -- and with faith. \Io must havo faith that thoro is within 
mon, our comrades, that which can, through the aid of somo Great Unknown, God, Lovo, 
call it what you vdll, bring Light to the darkness which surrounds us, Allan Hunter 
says it is

^Something immonsely alivo, yot profound and calm*.staking hold 
of us and lifting us clean out of our smugness. We are fright­
ened but also socrotly roliovod... We aro under an unrolonting 
pressure, insido as v/ull as out, to b© on the ibovg toward somo- 
thing wg cannot clearly understand but which wo must try to
ronch*.. What wg faco incessantly and ultimately is goodness,
and that goodness is without limit... Something so tremendous 
is at work in and around us that we only interforo if w q are not 
relaxed* Wo aro to bo intent, not tonso, vigilant, not anxious. 
And wo can bo froo from rigidity if wo keep our frame of rofor-
ence in mind,'

十、 C L J L l 、
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TO ALL THOSE CONCERNED WITH SECURING PRIVATE EMPLOYMENT FOR THE JAPANESE:

In meetings of the admi.nistrative officers of the ¥*ar Relocation Authority 
from V/ashington, San Francisco and the Projects, held last week in San Francisco, 
the announcement was made that the ?/ar Relocation Authority is committed to a 
policy of releasing Japanese-American citizens from the Relocation Centers for 
the purpose of accepting private employment outside of the Western Defense Conunand»

I am attaching herewith Administrative Instruction No. 22 which outlines the 
conditions under which the Japanese-American citiz.ens will be released.

The essential features of this plan are as follows:

1. It applies only to Japanese-American citizens who are in IRA centers.

2. In order to secure a release, a Japanese-American citizen must have an 
offer of a job outside of the Western Defense Command♦ This job must be one 
which will provide a living for the man and his family so that they will not 
become a public charge. Yifnile employment is no七 prohibited in the Eastern 
Defense Command, it will be more difficult to secure travel permits for the 
Atlantic seacoa^t area. (The Western Defense Cominand includes the states of 
Washington, Idaho, Montana, Oregon, California, Nevada, Utah, and Arizona.) 
Employment releases are obtainable for single as well as married persons.

3» A Japanese-American citizen who has a job offer, or who wants to secure 
employment, should register v/ith the project manager for private employment. 
The Yi/RA will then start an investigation to determine:

a. The fitness of the applicant for the proposed job*

b. The loyalty of the applicant.

c. The willingness of the community to accept Japanese,

This investigation will be made by the V/RA personnel on the project, in 
the regional office, and finally in the Washington headquarters* If the find­
ings are favorable, a release and travel permit will be issued by the local 
project director. This procedure should assure the loyalty of the Japanese 
whiD are granted releases. It is estimated that this investigation will re­
quire about 七hree weeks，

There are two points at which the friends of the Japanese can be of assist­
ance , and supplement the activities of the government:

1. Help the Japanese locate jobs,

2. Help prepare the coraraunitics in which jobs have been obtained to receive 
the Japanese. The WRA will .not require that the law enforcement officer of 
the community guarantee security. The V/RA assumes that an American citizen 
has the right to enter a community without a special passport. Due, however,
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to the anti-Japanese feeling and war hysteria, it is only prudent that people 
of good, will in the communities make special effort to prepare the way for ■ 
the proper acceptance of Japanese by responsible people in the community. 
Scmeons in the communixy will need to agree to act as "counsellor” or 
,,sponsoru of the Japanese This entails the willingness:

To. iaeet the Japanese at the etation when they arrive in the city»

b. To arrange for proper living facilities if this has not been done 
by the employer.

c» To counsel with the Japanese in case any comniunity opposition 
should develop,

d. To interpret the Japanese problem to the coiamunity.

 ̂ This program does not require any elaborate iBachinery. When a Japanese applies 
for a release fros a ¥RA center in order to accept employment in a particular 
coimnun.i, he will nsed to give the na；ae of a ''counsellor,T in the community with 
whom the Vi/RA will coimiunicate to obtain evidence that the community will be will­
ing to accept the Japanese. The securing of these ^counsellors" is an i^por^ant 
service v/hich you can render for the Japanese.

A Religious Council on War Relocation, representing the denominatio/is inter­
ested in the Japanese problem, is being organized to help facilitate the place­
ment of Japanese. Steps need to be taken at once, however, to find Jobs for Jap-
an句se and to secure people in the cocmunity who _are willing to act as "counsellors，，.

^While ths present regulations limit the granting of releases to Japanese- 
Ar-ierican citizens in ?î A centers^ assurances have been given that if ths policy 

successxul, the regulations will be relaxed and other groups will be included.

Also, the W.C.C.A* (TiJarxinie Civil Control Administration) has announced that 
'avacuese will be released froia assemb3y centers if they have jobs outside of the 
Westorn Defense Command, and if a ietcer is filed with the W.C.C.A. s〇ating that 
the law en/orsernent agency of the ccmrnuni~.y wherein the evacuee proposes to reside 
.̂ us no ofcjociicn t,〇 the establishment of residence in the community.

This policy of granting releases for private employment represents the most 
cor.iitructive program that has been announced by the government since the order for 
^acuacion-

lo be eff ective, the efforts of the V.̂RA must be supplemented by individuals
prv’.vate agencies in securing job openings and community acceptance. This is a

pia;a where you can start to work at once to help Japanese get back into the nor­
mal st-ean of economic life： A great many difficulties will be encourxtered in this, 
but to the present labor shortage this transition from camps to privato eirploy-
njeL で上]1 be easier now than after the close of tho_ war. Every effort chould fce
made to have the resettlement centers depopulated of able-bodied people by the end 
of the war. If this can be achieved,'it will do more to soften tiae blow, thdt ha〇

befallen our Japanese friends than anything else could dc. This liberal nftiie m A  deserves the support of all friends of the Japanese. It offers place 
where we can begin at once in order to demonstrate our continued friendship.
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HLM: fw Yours sincerely, 

HOMER L* MORRIS

American Friends Service Committee 
544 East Orange Grove Avenue 
Pasadena, California

August 24,1942



July 20 1943
Extract from letter in*itten by Esther Rhoads, American Friends 

Service Committee Southern California representative:

Dear Friends:
While at Manzanar last week I had satisfactory conferences with Mr. a 
Walter Heath, the Relocation Officer, vdth Mrs, 0*1116 of Family Welfare, 
and was privileged to sit in a conference on relocation in Mrs, Lucy 
Adams* office« Mrs. Adams, as you know, is Chief of Community Services 
and occasionally calls the heads of her departments together for special 
conferences#
The problem now facing the evacuees is that of segregation. Mr* Merritt 
told the block managers while I m s  there that those ?dth pro-Japanese 
leanings are to be separated from the pro-American#

This sounds very reasonable as authorized by Washington ie but is far • 
from easy# The basis of determining lojralty is that of the registra­
tion #iich took place in the iiixitev. As you know, the yonng men of 
military age were re-registered first. Practically all the relocation 
centers were indignant that this should be done in the w lj it m s  being 
done* Individuals reacted in many \mexpected ways but the net reults 
m s  a surprising nmber of young men T̂ho answered nnof, to the loyalty 
question*
This does not mean, in hundreds of cases,that they are really pro-Japanese 
but that they felt they had to protest against the idea of a segregated 
combat unit5 against the raanner of re-registration, using military men 
and employing ^at seemed to them pressure methods to get them to sign 
nyesn; or simply against the evacuation itself#

A few v̂ eeks later when the girls ?rei»e registered the evacuees had begun 
to get perspective and besides, it is a veiy different matter to sign up 
to join the WAACs from joining the regular army; I think that the posi­
tion of women is so much better in America is another factor vjhich 
resulted in almost 100^ ansvrering ,l7esr,#
Then the is sei 卿 re questioned• At first they v/ere asked whether they vrould 
assist in the war effort against Japan in case of an invasion* This 
question, of course, yms exceedingly difficult as the issel are not allovred 
citizenship in this country and if they promised to assist America they 
would be of course traitors to their omi country. The government, real­
izing they v/ere placed in an impossible position, changed the question 
to ask Aether they would remain neutral in case of invasion. M ost of 
the issei signed ,,yes.t,

In the case of the girls and the issei the registration vjas done by Cau­
casian staff members and capable Japanese members of the local community.

This a丄丄 means that hundreds of families are splits The parents ?dio are 
Japanese citizens are eligible for relocation, Ttiereas the son iflho is 
actxially far more American but signed nnou is ineligible, and according to 
the new segregation plan will have to b© interned*
Opportunity is being given for those v̂ io wish to reconsider p?liTcation for a ehange of status* As I visited about the camp I did not. feel
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that very large numbers ?/ere going to ask for a change# There is still a 
stubborn resistance to eba-age pressure and though エ do not fully believe 
they fully understand the significance of the choice they have made their 
faith in America has been so completely shaken they really don*t much care 
what happens#
A survey is being made at Manzanar, and probably at other relocation cen­
ters to determine how many there are T,vho are eligible for relocation -who 
have not gone. The expectation is that most of those *»iio can eaily relo­
cate have already applied#
The issei over sixty* naturally lack energy and enthusiasm for the experi­
ment.# Yotinger issei with several minor children feel it safer to stay 
in the relocation centers. There seems to be quite a sl〇i*dng up of app­
lications and at the same time an increased number of job offers floid.ng 
into the relocation offices,
The next six weeks will be very difficult weeks in the relocation centers* 
In the vdnter 他 en registration "was announced, indignation accompanied by 
considerable heat was the prevalent attitude in all relocation centers#
The announcement of segregation has been taken much more calmly and it 
is sadness in the face of serration from relatives and friends that seems 
to be the typical attitude rather than protest and anger#

I 被 sh エ had tiime to tell you of manナ individual incidents of hardship 
resulting from this segregation order. I did not feel that in any case 
the real reason for submitting to segregation T«ms a v^hole-hear^ed pro- 
Jajanese attitude,
A father is interned and the only m y  to join him is to ask for repatri­
ation. A grandmother is here on specia丄 visitor’s passport "whichrequires 
a fee of $5〇 every six months# If this cannot be paid there seeitas to be 
no choice but let the old grandmother go alone to the internment center, 
or the itiole family chooses to go ^Lth her, even though they themselves 
??ould much prefer to live in America, rather than in Japan# A son 油 0 
was in the army 嫩 3 discharged on December 7 and is too proud to go back 
again into an organization T̂ iich he feels treated him so badly, and so 
father, mother ana other brothers and sisters decide to stand by him.
It is going to be very hard for the older minor children î iose parents 
naturally wish to make decisions for them, but these boys and girls realize 
they are American and beaause of training and lack of language can hever 
really fit into Japanese life*

At Manzanar the Community Services plan to appoint certain staff members 
此 o 对 11 give half of each day to consultation with families • One -wonders 
if it ?dll not take more than six weeks to make the rounds on a project 
vvith nearly 105.000 residents* IRA officisla certainly have had a difficult 
job foisted upon them.

Sincerely,

Esther B* Rhoads



I N F O R M A T I O N  B U L L E T-X N

JAPANESE-AMERICAN RELATIONS COMMITTEE

Southern California Branch, American Friends Service Committee 
544 Sast Orange Grove Avenue 

Pasadena, California

Number 9 __April1 , 1943

CONTINUITY

Through our series of Japanese-Aroerican エnforroation Bulletins issued at inter- 
vals from February to December 1942 we have given informal reports to Friends and 
others interested regarding the evacuation of Mall persons of Japanese ancestry" 
from the west coast, their removal to "assembly centers1* and 七ransfer to inland 
•'relocation centersf,, and the beginning of efforts to resettle them in normal 
civilian life*

During the early months of 1943 the rapid development of new phases of the 
general work and the volume of actual detail in the Pasadena office have mad© it 
impossible to issue a news bulletin, A summary of the general set-up of the re­
settlement program therefore seems helpful. •

The ten relocation centers include two in the Northwest--Minidoka (at Hunt,
Idaho) and Heart iilountain (at Cody, Wyoming); two in California--Tule Lake and
Manzanar; one at Topaz, Utah; two in Arizona--Gila (Rivers post office) and Poston； 

tha Granada Relocation Project at Amache, Colorado; and two in Arkansas--MeGehee 
(Rohv/er Relocation Project) and Jerome.

THE GOVERNMENT AGENCY

The War Relocation Authority, the government departineat administering the re­
location centers and directing the resettlement program, has maintained a fair and 
liberal policy and shown a sincere desire to return these people from the centers to 
normal life and productive work as speedily as possible.

The W.R.A. has recently opened regional offices, the first ones set up in key 
cities--S9.lt Lake City, Denver, Kansas City, Chicago, and Cleveland. Others are 
being opened; one at Cincinnati is headed by G. Raymond Booth, until recently of our 
west coast A.F.S.C. Giles Zirnraerman of the Philadelphia Service Connnittee staff is 
being assigned to one of the other field offices, probably in Michigan.

The functions of the field representatives of the W.R.A* are to explore employ­
ment possibilities, assist local civilian agencies, and forward job offers directly 
to Project Directors in the relocation centers.

THE PART OF A.F.S.C,

The Service Conmittee continues work along several different lines：

(1 )  Maintaining personal contacts through visits of staff members (often with 
interested individuals) to relocation centers.

(2) Miscellaneous services such as furnishing of clothing (including layettes) 
and recreational and reading material, and the shipping of yarn at cost
to women and girls in the centers.

(3) The maintaining of a hostel (with others possibly to be opened) where 
prospective employees and their families can be housed temporarily while 
arrangements are being carried through. Prospective employers and



employees thus have opportunity of meeting face to face.
(4) Handling of clerical detail of applications from evacuees desiring 

employment, and securing of references.
(5) Actual placement.

Relation of A.F.S.C. offices. The three west-coast Service Committee offices 
are receiving applications from individuals in the relocation centers geographically 
nearest them, and are assembling referenc©s. Such applications are forwarded to the 
Chicago office, which is doing all the actual placement handled by the Service Com­
mittee.

206 applications have so far been sent on from the Southern California Branch 
office to the Chicago office, and there has been correspondence with many other in­
dividuals whose applications are not yet complete.

The greatest number of placements will be made through the regional offices of 
the W.R.A*, but the government agency welcomes the assistance of effective private 
agencies* Friends ar© particularly interssted in securing openings and connecting 
employer and employee so as to provide suitable opportunities for persons with pro­
fessional training or special skills.

HOSTELS

A Friends Hostel was opened in Chicago on February 18, in a dormitory of the 
College of Domestic Arts and Sciences. Normally housing 10 or 12, it has been ex­
panded to accorarnodate 22. It is hoped that additional hostels may be opened in 
other cities; these plans will develop as funds are obtained, or, in the Quaker 
phrase, we will ’’proceed as the way opens”.

Simplification leave procedure. In a communication from the R .A. Director 
dated March 18, we have an authorization not only for the hostels maintained by the 
Service Committee and the Church of the Brethren, but also for "hospitality arrange- 
mentsn made by approved cooperating local resettlement committees. Invitations to 
evacuees to come to hostels or.to accept hospitality arrangements may be considered 
the equivalent of an employment offer, and indefinite leave will be granted to 
evacuees having leave clearance and receiving such invitations.

Leaves may be arranged between a regional relocation officer of the W.R.A., the 
hostel or committee arranging hospitality, and the Project Director at the Reloca­
tion Center, without the securing of a formal permit from Washington.

This liberalizing of government policy and simplification of procedure is sig­
nificant and puts a challenge to the Service Committee and other concerned groups to 
extend and make more generous this friendly, human service which is welcomed by the 
government agency but cannot be administered by it.

STUDENT RELOCATION

The National Japanese Student Relocation Council has closed its branch office 
which functioned for some months in San Francisco and is working through the 
national headquarters at 1201 Chestjnut Street, Philadelphia. The Council is not 
affiliated with the Service Committee, but there is close cooperation and several 
AFSC staff members have been loaned. It continues its services in behalf of the 
approximately twenty-five hundred Araerican-born Japanese students who were enrolled 
in colleges and universities, or were just finishing high school and intending to 
go on to college when their education was disrupted by the evacuation. By the
middle of February, 550 students who had left Relocation Centers were in colleges.

Carlisle V. Hibbard, formerly with the Y.M.C-A. in Japan and now retired from 
the Y.M,C.A. at the University of Wisconsin, recently became director of th© Council.
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RELOCATION PROGRESS

Under a simplified leave procedure authorized by the War Relocation Authority, 
individual *?evacueesH are going out from the ten relocation centers as they secure 
employment, or as they are offered hostel lodging or other hospitality while seek­
ing employment* f

officers of the W.R.A. located in a number of key cities in inland 
states explore employment possibilities, handle employment applications and job 
offers, and in some cities assist private agencies which are working with housing 
and other general problems,

The Church of the Brethren and the Friends Service Committees and the Baptist 
Home Missions Board have pioneered in services supplementing the work of the gov­
ernment agency, their activities centering in the Chicago area* Other organiza- 
tions --religious denominations and social agencies _• are now participating in 
various ways, in different cities, in a program which includes the operation of 
hostels, and assistance in securing jobs, finding suitable permanent housing, and 
ヲeveloping opportunities for normal social, religious, and educational contacts 
in the community.

Since for the present, a*t least, resettlement must be outside the Western De_
fens© Command, and "leaves** for settling within the Eastern Defense Command are 
difficult to secure, most of the evacuees are being relocated in the mid-west -- 
the majority, in these first stages of relocation, in the larger and more cosmo­
politan cities*

One Mset-backn in relocation progress was the cancellation, about the first of 
June, of a N#Y#A. (National Youth Administration) program involving 275 young men 
and women from relocation centers who had been approved for special training for 
war work, 215 had already arrived at training stations when the cancellation of 
the entire project was announced. This seemed due.to pressure from legislators and 
criticism of the enti-re relocation program by certain groups.

The total number relocated so far is not significant from a purely nuraorical 
standpoint* The few thousand returned to normal life form a very small proportion 
of the total110,000, But a pattern has been set it has bsen proved that Amer­
icans of Japanese ancestry can fit quietly into a community without arousing large- 
scale hostility, that they can secure jobs, do creditable work, and win the regard 
of tho日e who come to know them personally*

REPORT FROM CHICAGO

A report sent by Togo Tanaka, an abl8 young journalist formerly editor of the 
Japanese-American daily in Los Angeles, is particularly interesting and is quoted 
in resume. The information is as of lyfey 2 2 ,

Nearly 1000 evacuees--approxiinat6ly one fifth of the total number released
from the ten government camps--are now resettled in and about Chicago.





Over 95¢ have secured satisfactory employment and are making successful read­
justments, The large majority of these are citizens; non-citizens are defin­
itely handicapped, but have secured jobs ranging from janitor work to photo 
refinishing*

Many of the younger generation, American citizens of Japanese ancestry, have 
been placed in stenographic and clerical jobs. PlacBments have also been made 
for welders, machinists, auto mechanics, nurserymen, chemists, draftsmen, den­
tal technicians, physicians, commercial artists, and settlement house workers.

It has been estimated that about half the new arrivals in Chicago have been
coming without jobs in advance; it is taking an average of 10 to 15 days for
such persons to find suitable employment--10nger for those with specialized 
skills.

Finding living accommodations is twice as hard as finding employment, but evac­
uees have been steadily placed in houses and apartments throughout the city»

In general, community attitudes have been good. Churches have been especially 
cordial* There is no Japanese mission church, though there is one all-Japanese 
congregation in a Presbyterian church* Evacuees are generally received in com­
munity churches of their own denomination#

It is interesting to note the outstanding character of the organizations assist­
ing in relocation activities in the Chicago area. The Advisory Conanittee for Evacu­
ees of Chicago include日 among its officers and members representatives from the 
Y.M.C.A. and Y.W.'C.A,, denominational mission boards, the Chicago Church Federation, 
the Christian Century magazine, the University of Chicago, Hull House, the Council 
of Social Agencies, Catholic Charities, and a number of others in church, social 
work, and educational fields,

HOSTELS

The hostels established in Chicago by the Church of the Brethren and the Friends 
Service Corrmittees have filled so real a need that the idea has boen extended. The 
hostel opened in May at Cincinnati by the Friends Service Committee is growing; over 
thirty are now in residence. Gracia Booth directed the hostel during its opening 
weeks; Arthur and Kate Brinton, the permanent directors, have Mtaken over" this month.

Hostels under the auspices of other denominations have been opened at Cleveland , 
Kansas City, K a n s a s a n d  Kansas City，_Missouri， "Hospitality arrangements” wnicli m  
effect function much the same as a hostel,aro operated under the direction of local 
committees in several cities including MinneaDolis, Milwaukee^ St« Louis, and Des

Togo Tanaka, in his report from Chicago, stated: ^Of the small number of evac­
uees who have returned to relocation centers, significantly enough, none is a 
hostel-er. All of 七he persons counselled on problems of job adjustments, discourag­
ing experiences, loneliness were those who had come directly from camp, registered 
at a hotel, and had gone through their first weeks without the friandly associations 
of the hostel.**

STUDENT RELOCATION

By t-he end of this school year, in June, nearly 1000 Japanese-American students 
had been placed in colleges in the east and mid-west* They make their v/ay happily 
and successfully in almost all cases. A young Japanese-Anierican has been elected





president of the student government at Oberlin College. A young woman who graduated 
from Wellesley this spring has been offered graduate fellowships -- ranging in value 
from ¢1,200 to 12,000 per year 一  by five different universities and colleges: Yale, 
Michigan, Columbia, Bryn Mawr, and Smith* Many other anecdotes could be told of 
these students who are doing faithful and often brilliant work*

FRIENDLY SERVICES STILL NEEDED
#

However keen our interest in the broader phases of relocation, Friends and others 
will, we stre sure, wish to continue the expressions of personal friendline&s which 
mean so much to those in the relocation centers.

There is special satisfaction in sending gifts to brighten life in these barrack- 
cities , for it is a bit of help to those who have shown the greatest resourcefulness 
in helping themselves -- a real genius for creating humble beauty in drab surround-
ings: "The women launder burlap potato sacks and bleach white flour sacks," writes
an Oregon journalist -- Mthen run vari-colored threads through the sacking, and hang 
them across the windows for curtains*" There is real artistry and a touching wist­
fulness in their efforts to create a home-like atmosphere for special seasons -- a 
pulpit banked with potted Easter lilies so beautiful one can scarcely believe them 
of paper.»« a tumbleweed in a crepe paper covered tin can, decorated with red stars, 
on the piano in front of the Christmas choir singing Handel^ "Messiah'* ... Egg­
shells converted into Santa Claus faces and reindeer heads, orange peelings and cup­
cake covers into tree ornaments... Wood shavings painted green and made into 
wreaths.•. Sagebrush branches trimmed with curled tin cans... Life-size angels 
made of cardboard and sugar sacks covering the bare posts.•. (details of Christmas 
decorations quoted from "America^ Biggest Christmas Party1*, leaflet published by 
the Home Missions Council of America).

The pamphlet ’’Dispossessed” gives suggestions as to articles which would be es­
pecially welcome in the centers. The project of sending gifts to expectant mothers 
is a particularly appealing one and the Pasadena office will be glad to furnish 
names•

FROM OUR MAIL

Comments from employment recommendation blanks received in the Pasadena office, the 
first from one of the editors of a Southern California paper, the second from the 
owner of a large ranch:

MCan recommend Miss T. highly ... She is a thorough-going American in her 
points of view; was in sympathy with the liberals of Japan in their opposi­
tion to the war lords• As a second-generation Japanese in this country, she 
is as loyally American as V/endell Willkie, second-generation German, and 
Fiorello LaGuardia, second-generation Italian*’’

In answer to the question as to the applicant's ^reaction to evacuation**:;

"I would like to ask you a question. Supposing you, as an American Citizen 
born here and practically lived within a 50 mile radius all your life and 
didn’t know anyone else in the rest of the United States, were taken from your 
home, told to dispose of your property and all your worldly goods and put in 
prison .. and you had lost all you ever worked for, just how would you feel?
My own personal opinion on that is, if that happened to me, I would be very 
much disillusioned, and resentful would be putting it mildly. And I think any 
other American Citizen who had just a tiniest bit of red blood running in their 
veins would feel the same way.w
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The war mind is so much with us today that owr thinking on major domestic issues 
is never wholly free from its influence. This supplement is prepared with the hope 
of aiding men and women of good will to inaintain attitudes of fairness and generosity 
toward those who are victims of a war situation*

PRESSURE AND PROPAGANDA

Without the pressure of organized propaganda there would be a natural tendency 
on the part of the general public to repent at leisure that which was done in haste. 
Many a California citizen begins to feel rueful as he finds strawberries 35¢ a box, 
vegetables higher priced than ever before within his memory# He begins to hear about 
the ^HOjOOO new government boarders'* and to realize that the board bill comes out of 
his always-mounting taxes. He knows that workers are being imported to replace the 
thousands idle in government camps.-- Mexican workers who in the past hav© proved 
less stable and less industrious than the Japanese*

There is occasionally a forthright protest over our treatment of the Japanese- 
Americans* The Presbytery of a wealthy coast city in Southern California passed a 
resolution calling for "the elimination of all forms of racial discrimination .•» 
which are being used by our enemies against us, and to justify similar and worse ac­
tion on their part...11, including a statement that "American citizens of Japanese 
ancestry should be treated exactly the same as citizens of German and Italian ances­
try, and everything should be done at once to undo the gross injustice dono by treat­
ing them differently.** *

But organized propaganda against the Japan©se-Americans is being more and more 
widely disseminated and is increasingly bitter. Some of it consists of crude and 
vicious direct propaganda literature reviving the violent racial antagonism of Ku 
Klux Klan tradition, and paralleling all too closely the brutal anti-Jewish litera­
ture issued by the Nazi Party in Europe, On© of the leaflets currently distributed 
in California cities begins with the caption nNo Jap is now Fit to Associate v^ith 
Human Beings*' and ends: wDo you want the Japs as neighbors, to poison your v/ater, 
kill your cattle, destroy your orchards!M

The dissemination of literature is accompanied by vigorous organized activities: 
petitions are circulated; resolutions passed; organizations of the Vigilante type 
established. Such a program obviously originates with those from whom wo scarcely 
expect enlightened loadership* However, through lack of courage for independent 
action, good mon have been allowing resolutions and statements to be issuejd which 
were much more un-Amorican than their own feelings or judgment would dictate. The 
readiness of sorao political, civicf induetriaX, and agricultural groups to be usod by 
special interest propagandists has bocoaaQ a serious reflection on our democratip 
abilities in times of world turmoil.

Even more damaging perhaps than the cruder program, is the propaganda of some of 
the better class newspapers -- reiterated insinuations; insistent allegations of lux­
ury and laxity in the relocation centers; unfair use of facts. Columns run side by 
side describe the milk shortage in California; tho quantities of food and milk sent 
to Japanese Relocation Centers* Totals only are given -- no explanatory figures as 
to the actual population in the centers. Xnstancos could be multiplied* Reports of
investigating co卿it te e s  composed of obviously prejudiced individuals are constantly
featured; no intimations is ever given that prejudiced investigators might just as 
reasonably be disqualified as biased jurors•





<k. By and large, propaganda efforts in the west seem to purpose definitely not 
jpnly the intensifying of war-time hatreds, but the development of an abiding antag­
onism toward a whole racial group--a determination to refuse them any benefits of 
citizenship or residence. There seems a deliberate, organized effort to create an 
American parallel for the slogan Die Juden sind unser Un^lueck (the Jews are our
CUI*6 © / #

CONSTRUCTIVE ATTITUDES

''What can we do to help?*’ is the natural reaction among Friends and others of 
like sympathies when confronted with deplorable conditions.

The most significant immediate service can probably be given by direct contri­
bution to the funds which aid in speeding resettlement*.

The task of counteracting propaganda is an intricate and long-range one* There 
is, of courset a measure of help which can be given through the quiet representation 
of facts to individual acquaintances or to church or club groups, and through coop­
eration with °fair play committees" which have been set up in various cities. Then 
we, ourselves, need to keep examining our emotions and attitudes in the light of 
those Christian principles which we profess, and in the light of a careful distinc­
tion between fact and distortion of fact.

It is significant that the Federal officials avow that there were no acts of 
sabotage in Hawaii, and no significant incidents on the west coast here. Individuals 
under suspicion were detected and removed, as individuals, before the mass evacuation 
It is indeed remarkable that with the idleness and congestion in the relocation cen­
ters , only a few small and sporadic outbreaks have occurred* These have been less 
serious and more subdued than several outbreaks of recent date in our cities*

The forces of intelligent liberalism are at work and also the forces of vicious 
racial propaganda. Among high officials, and in many civic and church groups, we 
have a large degree of fair-mindedness and a sincere desire to have the Japanese- 
J^nericans returned to normal, productive life as soon as public sentiment will permit.

On the other hand, propaganda from other sources may have telling effect if it 
makes its emotional impact on our people before they actually come to know Japanese- 
Aroericans through personal contact. If we speed relocation, we give opportunity for 
warm human contacts before propaganda intensifies war-time prejudice, makes capital 
of the fact that many mid-westerners have never seen an Oriental, and develops a 
permanent antagonism toward Japanese-Americans as alien undesirables♦

There is the case of the colored cook in a Chicago home who joined her mistress 
in indignation when the daughter of the household (a teacher at Poston) asked to 
have a little Japanese-American girl on her way to a job entertained over night. The 
visitor was allowed to qoinê  however, for the sake of the daughter* After she had 
left, the cook wrote the daughter at Poston: ”1 think the little girl was so nice#
And we made a hit*•»I wish I could do something for her. That was the first time I 
was ever near one of her kind and if they are all like her they fit in my heart.w

SUPREME COURT DECISION

The Supreme Court ruled as constitutional on June 21st the statute under which 
Lieut-General De Witt restricted both citizens and aliens of Japanese ancestry to 
their homes at night. One of the men under consideration was Gordon Hirabayashi, a 
Quaker student from Seattle*

The Court did not rule directly on the legality of the evacuation order, nor 
on the continuing confinement of this group, on a separate racial basis, now that 
the hysteria is past*

Three Associate Justices -- Douglas, Murphy, and Rutledge -- warned against 
suspending traditional guarantees of freedom during war time. Justice Murphy in­
dicated his disapproval of the stringency of the Japanese relocation program.
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UNEASY SSCURITY

Life in the relocation centers is  going into a third year for some 73,000  
Japanese Americans. The sense of establishment which begins to be apparent has i ts  
pleasant side. The centers are increasingly neat and a ttra c tiv e  in appearance. 
Evacuees are often b etter dressed, for many of the women have had opportunity ror 
dressmaking and ta ilo rin g  courses for which, in tho hard lif© of former years, ©y 
would havo had no time and energy. Thoro begins to bo a sign ifican t and touching 
use of the word Mhon»ow in le tte rs  from Nisei who havo resettled  in outside com-
munities. ”1 was called home du。 to my fathers illness,"”，a Niaei 管ir^ frプ  the

Mid-West wrote us. MThe weather here is perfect and I*Tn ©specially enjoying the 
bright Arizona sunshine free from soot； Ify mother has a lovely garden which is in 
full bloom with marigolds and stocks, and it makes our home look so cheerful.

Psychologically there is doubtless considerable relaxing of intense feeling — 
a softening of bitterness, an easing of homesickness* nThe wounds--both physical 
and spiritual—caused by the tragic evacuation have begun to healn , wrote an 
Issei woman. And h magazine article commenting on the spirit of many such letters, 
gathered as background material for a book to appear soon, states that many 〇 

them *'speak of evacuation as a thing of the past*.* The moment the possibility of 
relocation was offered the evacuees, the 1 tragedy of evacuation* began to recede.

But this very increase of normalcy and the 681.3ing of strains in ths situation 
have their elements of danger. The relocation centers—Mmono-racial cities*1, as 
they have been called, are essentially un-American. Their continuance would mean 
an ©ntronching of paternalisro inconsistent with sound principlQs of deroocracy*

The real "connnunity accept ancQ1* necessary for that eventual demob iXiz at ion of
the centers which we must all anticipate is not merely a williagn,ss to offer em-
ployment ancl to providG housing* Xt involves a clarification of ideas and atti­
tudes - - a willingness to recognize that democratic practice must accord to diverse 
racial groups fair opportunity to participate in tho national life. It is deeply 
heartening to find that the War Relocation Authority proceeds with relocation on 
the assumption that it is of long-range benefit to tho country wto break down the 
prewar isolation of this Oriental minority and to bring those people more com­
pletely into the mainstream of Awerican life***

CITIZENS IN FACT

The pressure groups and individuals in California who would d6ny any place in 
the stream of American lif© to those of Japanese birth or'ancestry, insisting that 
they are unassimilabl© and incapable of loyal Americanisin, will find increasing 
difficulty in making such claims convincing when thousands of young Japanese 
Americans are giving loyal and distinguished service in the armed forces of the^ 
United States and others are serving in various government departments in positions 

of trust.

The number of volunteers for combat service among Japanese Americana has been 
reported to equal the quota of drafted men of other racial groups in the United
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Spates-# Kow that Sel«ctiv© Service has been re-instituted for Japanese Americans, 
the percentage of iheir young men in the armed services will far exceed that of any 
other racial groups

There have been many decorations for courage in action； many expressions of 
commendation from officers; many proofs that ceuneraderie between those Americans of 
Japanese ancestry and the mon with whom they sorvo is natural and spontaneous; and 
letters from Caucasian comrades in arms, printed in national magazines, vigorously 
attacking the ^race bigots'* at home.

In civilian life also the Japanese Americans have earned the right to an 
accepted place in our democracy. Their eagerness to be a part of that life is 
caught poignantly in the words of a young Nisei who pleads: "a person with dis­
similar physical chracteristics may possess American ideologies and yearnings.” 
Certainly the Japanese Americans have interpreted those idoologioe and yearnings 
sensitively， An evacuee returning to normal city life writes of his young son:
”The school is a wonderful adventure place for him.• /  And looking back at his 
work for follow-evacuees in a relocation center, he writes: nIn my English classes 
the reading of Tho Rise of American Civilization by Mary and Charles Board emd 
The Currents of American 'Choughtwas invaluable* You see, merely teaching tho
mechanic of English was not our main purpose -- the fine, lofty spirit that was of 
the founders of our nation should be traced and shown..*0

But the Japanese Americans have shown more than eagerness — more than sensi­
tiveness* They have a practical capacity for carrying out the Americsui way of 
life. One of the high school annuals published within the relocation centers uses 
as them© captions: wOne Nation Indivisible -- With Liberty -- And Justice -- 
For AIX*1* 111 tho activities described are the familiar rhythms of Amoriceui school 
life.•• Sports and Girl Reserves and programs for tho Parent-Teachers Associa,* 
tion*.* American History c l a s s e s . A  Junior-Senior Plrom and Glass Elections.•* 
Flag Salute to the Stars and Stripes.^# glowing Christmas lights on a desert 
smoke tree«

The degree to which our Japanese Americans have demonstrated the spiritual 
insight and the practical ability to make democracy function in the barrack cities 
where they live in ^protective custody*, and to maintain there the familiar and 
beloved mores of American life, shows that they have both the right to be taken 
into the mainstream of our life and the capacity for adding to it now freshness 
and vigor*

RELOCATION OUTLOOK

Two aspects of tho efforts to return Japanese Americans to normal life are now 
matters of parti<yuXar concern: the problem of the Issei—older generation； and the 
possibility of return to the west coast (discussed in the following section)*

A large proportion of the younger men and women have now either been resettled 
in employment or have entered the Army, Increasingly the relocation centers aro 
becoming shelters for the old and the very young. This trend is natural, for the 
older people formerly engaged in agriculture (a large number of the Issei) have 
been the mo日t difficult to resettle• Fear of hostile sentimeirfe is felt moro fcy 
them than by others, for the possibility of wincidontsn is greater in rural areas— 
always less cosmopolitan and often less liberal than the large cities* Many of 
the nJiddle-aged and elderly find resettlement too uncertain and too much of an 
ordeal to face without their sons. Also the practical difficulties of leasing land 
are hard to solve*

The War Relocation Authority is placing greater emphasis upon the relocation 
of family groups and older evacuees, and it is interesting to note that the Chicago



office has issued a publication MOver Forty*. As 
the Japanese American Citizone League) remarksj 
life, can begin at forty*1*

the Pacific Citizen (newspaper of 
wTbe relocation adventure, like

Quavule project planned to aid resettlement. The efforts of concerned indivi 
duals in Southern California to develop a project in which the skill of Japanese 
agriculturalists could be used has led to the establishment of the AgriculturalCo咖unities Foundatiorb a non-profU corporation* Outlines 〇£ the plan= and pur_
poses of the Fouildation have recently beon mailed out by the Secretary-Treasurer, 
Hugh Anderson, 1976 North Raosovelt Avenue, Altadena.

The Foundation^ first enterprise, details for which are now being worked oiit, 
is to be a family resettlement project in connection with the raising of guayule, 
a desort shrub yielding rubber. This project was chosen not only because of th e  
apparent promise of guayule culture, but because Japanese Americans had already made 
such substantial contributions to research. In work at Ifanzanai* under the direction 
of Dr* Robert Emerson of the California Institute of Technology, the skill of expert
gardeners and the ability of research scienti’sts among the "evacuees" had ” impor^

tant part in propagation and processing experiments which produced data of interest 
to govorniBen't departnjonlBi sciontifio institutions, and larg® rubber companiQS#

TOWARD A FIFTH FREEDMI

Sentiment favorable to the return of Japanese Americans to the west coast is 
already receiving enough definite expression to be significant. Occasionally one 
finds a press stateoseni such as that of the Salt Lake Telegram* wMost of those ^still in the centers ••• want to return to th eir homes and businesses on the P acific
Coast and therefore are not interested in relocation elsewhere.•. mfhy not let thorn
return now and close up those expensive centeraf*

Recommendations that freedom of movement be restored to loyal Japanese 
AmericaAs have been passed by the national conferences or assemblies of the Methodist, 
Baptist, Presbyterian, and Reformed Churches, and by other regional church organi­
zations, including the California Yearly Meeting of Friends*

wD©moc»atic justice will best be served by granting freedoiq of movement to 
loyal Japanese anywhere in the United States on the game basis as other Americans 
and aliens of other countries... We urge the people to exemplify the way of 
Christ by welcoming to our coiomunitie8, our schoals, our churches, and our homes 
these victims of organizod discrlioin&tion and wart inn© hystona* was thQ dsclara- 
tion of the Southern California*Arizona ConfQronc© of the Methodist Churchy 
wStrong conviction that loyal evacuees be given the right to return to their former 
homes and be protected against any discrimination or persecutionw was expressed in 
a minute of the Presbyterian General Assembly* Resolutions of other church groups 
were quite as forthright*

The sane vigorous urgsncy is coning from organizations such as the fair play 
comniittees functioning in several cities. The Friends of the American Way, a 
Pasadena organization, has made a practical beginning in efforts to bring to the 
attention of governmeni* authoriti©s the fact that sentimont favorable to rQtut*n of 
the evacuees does exist among subatantial citizens. It has sent 150 letters from 
citizens of Pasadena and vicinity stating their willingness to offer employment and 
lodging "to ©V8.CUQ08 If p^nni'ttQd to return* Xt is hopsd that othor conBBunitiQ6 moy 
find support for such projects.

Among these letters were statements of a business man who wrotej HWhenever the 
War Department deems it advisable and cafe for them to return, we would most gladly 
welcome t-h押  baclc tc our enplpy* Can we not, as intelligent fact-finding Americans，



admit that it is largely an economic factor that is  playing so important a part in
trying to prevent th eir return to Calif ornia?'*

A mother wrote: wt  shall do a l l  in my power to  help them obtain employment and 
make them feel that they have a place in our community, Wien my son returns from 
I ta ly , I  want him to know w© are upholding th© four freedoms and democracy a t home#"

〇m R  TOBNDS OF TODAY

Furtheir proof that violdnt and b itte r  sentiment does n〇*t en tirely  doininfftei the
situation on the west c〇&st may b© drawn from the resu lts  of recent elections#
Most important, perhaps, is  the fact th at in California petitions fo r an in itia tiv e
measure popularly, kndwn as a MJapattes€» exclusion" IQ0V6’ did not secure necessary
nuniber of signatures, the fin al count showing only 75,520, whereas 178,000 would
have been necessary to put i t  on th@ Nov@iol>@r ballot* The moasurd would have barred
persons in elig ible to  citizonship (aimed at Japanese wl8 8 e itt) from "acquiring^ 
possessing, leasing, or transferring re a l property or w a te rc ra fts

Th8 Southern California Representative who was -chainoeui of tho Dies suboousmttGd 
and has been called "chief Congressional inquisitor of Japanese AniQricaiisM was de­
feated in the June primaries. One of hi& inaccurate statejnents had been his pro­
te s t  in Congress against 4 Wnew hostel for Japanese locatod within the very shadows
of the Brooklyn Navy Yard,".Claiming that "h.ere are to  be placed 800 Japanese, bothaliens as well as c itize n s .**  in spito of the fact tHat n6 one d efin ite ly  can votichas to the loyalty of these people♦** The Brethren Hostel, which was referred to ,actually  accommodated 30 persons*

Several others who. had been, p articu larly  extreme iis wholesale condemnation of 
Japanese Americans and in. efforts to preveiit th&ir return to tliQ coast Were ds- 
feated in primary e le ctio n s : a California s ta te  sensitor seeking ©lection to the 
United States Senate: a Southern C alifornia candidate for the State Assembly; and 
an Oregon senator running for re-election*

There aro many facto rs  involved in the swing of p o litio a l fortunes, and i t  is
not possible to draw too extensive inforencea from the fate of indi—viduial candi-
dates, but i t  is  encouraging to find that the curroat west-coast version of 
wrace-baitihg** ha6 not beon a campaign technique which in itfioXf brought success 
to the casualgnerf even in the midst of war，

One other indication of somewhat more lib e ra l trends is  the fact th at actually  
a few Japanese and Japanese ^nericans are Doing allowed, oh permit from m ilitary  
authorities of the Western Defense Command, to return to  the west coast for sp ecific  
purposes. Among the persons allowed to  make special v is i ts  have been service ipwn 
and those oomlng for medical treatment or to v is it  re la tiv es  c r i t ic a l ly  i l l  
(certa in  hospital cases have never been moved outside California)*

Inevitably the appearance of a few Japanese Americans in. s to re s , on trains and 
buses, and in eating places adds a note of normalcy to the situ ation  and helps a 
l i t t l e  to develop a m atter-of-fact acceptance of th© idea of general return.* And 
when the situ ation  ia not.ono o f th eoretical prりudice against an enemy ra c e ,Im t  
one of warm hunan contact, a friendly and natural acceptance of ”Americans with 
Japanese faces** comes easily* (

One of our Pasadena AFSC s ta f f , serviAg recently as o f f ic ia l  escort to a young 
Nisei woman and her four-year-old daughter, encountered no h o stility  and no challenge 
more serious than occasional side-long glances from other passengers. Even those



disappeared, for long before the end of the journey the mother and child had capti-* 
vated their fellow travelers in the tourist car.

The War Relocation Authority is conscientiously non-commital as to the possi­
bility of eventual return, stating that the decision rests with military authorities 
It seems unlikely that any definite steps to permit return will be made during the 
next few months, since it is expected that, due to special political tension日， 

highly controversial issues wili be avoided*

DUg-HARD ILLIBERALISM

In spite of encouraging constructive efforts in some quarters, the prevailing 
temper of the press and of vocal public opinion in California remains one of 
intoleremce and of bitter, extravagant emotionalism. Crude expressions of so-called 
f,anti-Japf, sentiment continue in such volume as to arouse caustic criticism in other 
parts of the country. If California persists in what the Mid-West and East ridicule 
as Mtwo-bit race baiting.••which has made good Americans pretty illw (the phrasing 
is that of the New York Post), not only will the state itself suffer directly from 
its short-sighted policy, but the sectional feeling thus built up will be damaging 
to the whole country.

FRIENDLY HELPFULNESS CONTINUED

Iji visits to the relocation centers, AFSC staff members have opportuinity for 
personal counseling, for continuing the contacts of our Friends* hostels, and for 
helping separated families to maintain closer touch* Esther Rhoads of the Pasadena 
staff visited Poston and Gila centers in June, and is now visiting Topaz, Utah.

I t  has been a joy to Southern California Friends "to have some opportunities for 
direct personal helpfulness -- opportunities to entertain a Nisei mother bringing 
her baby for medical treatment, a service man attending to business affairs, another 
f3〇ldier bringing the body of his foster-mother to Los Angeles for burial} and a few 
others of those visitors who come unobtrusively but will full permission of the 
iauthorities. For some "time it has seemed that the numb.sr of such visitors might in 
the near future warrant the establishment of a small hostel by Friends*

A^New Project* A service recently set up by the Pasadena office of AFSC is the 
maintaining of a special field workei* to travel in California for the purpose of dis- 
povoring and helping to coordinate "fair play*1 sentiment which eventually can be a
factor in accoiiiplisliing the resettlGinGiit of Japanese Americans in their old homes*
falter Godfrey, formerly on the staff of the Chicago AFSC, is starting this new work 

visiting Caucasian friends of Japanese Americans whom he knew personally in tho 
Chicago Hostel. Already, interesting bits of friendly sentiment are coming to light 
in unexpected places* In a San Joaquin Valley town, in an area generally hostile to 
Japanese Americans, the mayor and a judge have been interdst6d and friendly enough 
to visit Japanese American acquaintance's in Arizona relocation centers*

This new phase of our work makes further us© of the Quaker method of attack — 
tjhi© employing of a modest, concrete project to make an impact upon a tension situa­
tion which as an abstract issuo is fruitlessly controvorsial* Secretary Xckes} 
now in charge of the War Relocation Authority> replied to a violent letter from a 
California politician with th© statement that he '*had ncj intdrost in bsindying 
epithets,**w We in the Service Committee working in the spirit of Friends cannot 
bandy epithets*, b^t we can continue quietly in our efforts at positive and helpful 
services•

The financing of the projects just described cannot be handled from present
•Tur̂ ds of the Southern California Branch of the Service Conanittee and it is  hoped
that sufficient special donations may be made by friends ©specially interostod in 
mobilizing the constructive forces of California*
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WEST COAST DEVELOPMENTS

Expectancy is the predomnating note of the relocation 
tion of return to the west coast claiming keen general interest.

- r r i ； 〇f as^ r ™

ば ；
tively early dateへ

Official action will of course be only the first step in accomplishing west 
coast relocation. Community acceptance is tho essential problem.

An estimate of the comparative strength of friendly and hostile sentiment must 
be an informal appraisal. It is probably fair to say that on the west coast par­
ticularly in California, there is a small »anti- group vocal and
but less well organized than a year ago; a small liberal group, not so well organxz , 
but increasingly coherent and effective; and a large middle group not ^ e P 1^ ln" 
terested nor well informed. Recent incidents—particularly the Esther Takei case at 
Pasadena—show that the middle group, when faced with a concrete issue, swings over 
to the f,fair playH side and supports democratic principles.

Interesting changes in attitude are evident. In general the press is consider 
ably more restrained, though sensational papers continue Mrace baiting11. One in­
fluential metropolitan paper is conspicuously more moderate, and the matter-of-fact 
tone of its current articles regarding Japanese Americans -- Nisei soldiers in ， 

training in central California； a returned student entertained by the head of the 
Los Angeles Church Federation; Nisei casualties from the Italian battle front 
is in striking contract to "the sensational bitternsss of a few months ago, when it 
publicized such charges as those evoked by its ,fJap'Questionnaire0 (December 1943): 
,l1Sll/hat do you mean, *lj〇yal Japs1?#*. Our ancestors, not theirs, died for this 
country..• In ray opinion, there is not a Jap living who would not assist Japan 
against the United States if given an opportunity••パ’ ,

The change in the tone of the press doubtless indicates some increase in the 
influence of west-coast liberals. Chiefly, perhaps, it is an acknowledgment of a 
change in public attitudes brought about by the brilliant combat record of the raoro 
than 11,000 Nisei serving in the United States Army -- a record v/hich has been given 
sympathetic and colorful publicity in news reels, magazine articles, and raaio 
programs.

A significant change in newspaper phraseology is substituting for MJapM the 
terms Nisei, Japanese American, and Americans of Japanese ancestry. These terms are 
coming into general use in outstanding newspapers and seem to be used exclusively 
in releases of the leading news services (AP, UP, and INS)#

It is important to emphasize the fact, that, whatever the later developments, 
Japanese American evacuees will never return to the west coast en masse. Many of 
those already relocated in the Mid-West and East will remain there. Many will not



want to return to an area where racial feeling is high. iS
that about 20^ of the total number of evacuees still in liftine 〇f the
effort to return to' the coast within a year after the date o Th |t maj〇rityban by military authorities -- some e，timat，s go as low as 1沐 • The gr a J y

will anxiously await news from this pioneering group.

RTHt^nATION PIONEERS

West coast relocation is not altogether in the realm of 
start has already been made. With no public announcement, and no 〇f
the original evacuation order, a few individuals granted specific ^uthor1^ ^ ^ .  
are being allowed to return. Permission in each case is given by Army authorities, 

after consideration and check of the individual case.

Over 800 Japanese Americans are now living within the Western Defense Command,
according to the statement of Dillon Myer in an address to the Los Ari^+e日 F^ir

Play Committee on October 2. This number includes memlDers of the families ol 
inter-racial marriages, some of whom returned as early as 1942. ^ h e r  cases knownto our A.F.S.C. s t a f f  include a group of language instructor*日 at Stanfoミd Univer ty
(for special training units), and a number of v;ives of service men -- e even are 

said to be living in San Diego.

Nisei soldiers in training near Fresno have been well treated, on the same 
basis as other service men, and when helping in the labor shortage by pic ing rui 
in their furlough time, were welcomed by their co-workers with such expressions as: 

T,It's good to see you fellows back againlw

In a suburban town in Southern California an elderly gardener has been per­
mitted to return to his former employers for whom he worked more than twenty years. 
Excellent public relations work has been done in the latter case, liifhile general 
publicity was wisely avoided, city officials and police made it clear to one pro­
testing neighbor that there was nothing surreptitious or illegal in the situation, 
and were emphatic as to the obligation of a law-abiding community to allow no 
interfering v/ith the normal life of such residents.

TEST CASE

The individual case which has had the widsst attention was that of a Nisei 
girl, Esther Takei, who returned on special permit to live in Altadena and entered 
the Pasadena Junior College last September. The first such case in this area — 
the incident created lively local controversy, which ended in the submerging of the 
opposition. School board officials took a firm stand in interpreting the state 
school lavir, which does not permit exclusion from a public school on a racial basis, 
and many expressions of support and of concern for the issues involved came from 
liberals among clubv/omen, clergy, educators, and business men.

A meeting of the Pasadena Committee for American Principles and Fair Play 
held on September 29, v/ith a program as previously arranged, drew unusual interest 
because of the popular attention which had been given to this student case.
Dillon Myer of the War Relocation Authority, as the main speaker, discussed chang­
ing public attitudes and expressed confidence that relocation -- about one third 
completed with 32,000 resettled — would continue, and from now on, with the fear 
of invasion practically gone, would encounter less opposition from th© public* 
••There are a lot of people of ill will," he stated, "but just as many of good will 
ready to pull up their sleeves and go to work for the under dog if you put the 
facts before them and give them half a chance.11

The sponsoring committee for the meeting was composed of outstanding citizens, 
and Dr* Robert A. Millikan's introductory remarks were especially remembered for 
his pungent comment: "Anybody who makes the statement that 'A Jap is a Jap* is 
either a thoroughly unscientific or a thoroughly ignorant person#'*



STUDENT RELOCATION

Anticipating other cases of student return, on special permit, eyon before thd 
eeneral reopening of the west coast area, organizations and individuals formerly 
f〇r e c t e d T t h  Student Relocation are eetablishing a local 〇〇n»nittee and have asked 
the National Student Relocation Office in Philadelphia to supply oneworker for* C a lifo rn ia . The organization 巧d f デ^ wrung 巧 are
still in the earlier stages； further reports of the servico will bo given as It 

develops«

A.F.S.C. FIELD ACTIVITIES

Community visitation project. The special field work in the interests of re­
location announced in our last bulletin is being carried on active y y 
Walter Godfrey, who has visited in California communities from San Diego to^ ^
Sacramento. His first contacts are usually with friends, neiShb^ s ».or 
acquaintances of Japanese Awerigag evacuees whom he knew personally in Chicago re 
location work- He then tries t^public persons representing church, schools, 
press, and business groups or agricultural associations—fruit growers, otc*

This work not only serves helpfully to keep our staff and 
informed of the range of public opinion； it also adds to the background of ^ P ® ^ ncG 
and understanding which the Service Committee needs for its work in varied tension 
situations. Concretely, it helps to keep interested people m  touch with 0?：®h 〇̂ er 
—especially important in the case of those who feel themselves isolated. It alB〇 
brings to light information regarding housing, employment, and community attituaoB 
which will later be useful in the relocation of roturnod ovacuoos.

Relocation center visits. Esther Rhoads, Herbert Nicholson, and Walter Godfrey, 
with two members of the Friends of the Aroerioan Way (a Pasadena "fair play* organi­
zation), visited Gila and Poston centers for two weeks during October. They made 
numerous individual calls, conferred with FamUy Welfare Departments, and spoke to 
ten church groups* At Poston they talked to five different junior and senior high 
school classes and attended meetings of the Y«W«C.A* Cabinet, a group including both 
Caucasians and Japanese Americans.

Later this month Esther Rhoads and Miriam Bruff, a member of our Japanese 
Committeewill visit Manzanar and Tule Lake*

The steady, quiet progress of relocation is brought home in these visits*
Again and ags.in calls raadQ in the sxpoctation of seeing old acquaintcmcos brought in 
formation that parents had left to join young people in the Mid-West or East — 
interssting evidence of the ability and the willingnoss of the Nisei to assist and 
encourage their parents in relocation as soon as they themselves aro established*

Even with thie progress, however, most of the older pooplo are still in tho 
centers, and the self-sacrificing spirit of lonely parents who have uncomplainingly 
sent out their children is one of the roost poignantly moving impressions of a re­
location center visit* Army mothers have had the added pcuig of parting with theirdaughters in  the re lo ca tio n  venture* We know one mother who, each morni〒g, climbs

the butte on which is situated the monument to more than 500 boys from tiila Reloca­
tion Center now serving in the United States Army—each morning, she explains, shesays a prayer fo r her "two sons! fo r  other boys in  danger， and fo r  anxious jpQTQii'ts
who wait at home.

EVOLVING NEW PATTERNS

The Southern California Branch is already doing preliminary work. 
assistance in west coast job placement* The office is now receiving ^
persons or organizations willing to employ Japanese Amenoane* Indications are that



mm /j. mm
there is quite a range of openings in clerical or store work, and we have bsen in- 
formed of a few special openings in the agricultural field, and of some ^rofessiona 
opportunities such as the case of a hospital which, we have just learned, hopes to 
re-eraploy an able young Japanese American doctor formerly on its staff. Our office 
will continue to receive such information and to do what we can in matching employer 
offers or expressions of interest with requests v/hich come from evacuees in the 
centers wishing to relocate on the Pacific Coast.

Much thought is being given to the problem of older Japanese who cahnot be ex­
pected to re-establish themsolvos under the handicaps of present circumstances. 
Various plans are being considered. In the north, Floyd Schmoe of the Seattle
A.F.SiC. is interested in the idea of a colony of families in a rural community
where, with able Nisei leadership, the group might be self-supporting. The estab­
lishment of old people*s homes for those who hav6 no children to assist them is also 
being considered, and a coramittoe of the Southern California Branch is studying 
possible sites. The Service Committee is anxious that some project be actually 
under way, or that patten® bo quite definitely established by the time thu Western 
Defense Command is opened. Such projects will depend in part upon the successful 
outcome of community relations efforts, but they will also require support, both in 
funds and in understanding interest.

CHRISTMAS PR0J5GT 1944

The A.F.S.C. is again one of the groups sending Christmas gifts to the reloca­
tion ' cent ers . This year parents as well as children will be included in our giving. 
Toys, games, books, articles of clothing, festive dress accessories will be welcome 
gifts for children or teen-age young people. Gifts for adults may be for their per­
sonal use, or articles to brighten their one-room hoiries. Towels and utensils for 
hot-plate cookery are among other items mentioned*

Directions from our Philadelphia office state:
1 . Select a NEW gift for a person of any age.
2. Put your namo and address on a Christmas card.
3. Tie the card to the gift.

DO NOT \¥RAP THE GIFT. However, please send tissue paper and ribbon 
with the gift, which will be v/rapped at its destination*

4. Mail gifts from this area to: AFSC Storeroom
501 North Raymond Avenue 
Pasadena 3

5. Mail to reach us NOT LATER THAN NOVEMBER 30.

Money sent in lieu of gifts can be well used for the purchase of candy, decora­
tions , or other items suggested by the Christinas committees in the centers. In 
previous years the purchase of some larger toys for nursery schools or other joint 
use has brought pleasure for many months.

Many friendly contacts and some helpful instances of relocation aid have come 
from correspondence starting with a Christmas Mthank you^. One of these case日 is 
the happy experience of Esther Rhoads, who tells of two school girls at Poston who 
sent her enthusiastic letters of thanks for bright skirt lengths sent at Christdiae* 
The acquaintanceship so started led to personal meetings during her camp visits, and 
the girls， parents, encouraged by this contact with the outside world and touched by 
the friendliness of the caller--their first Caucasian visitor during their life in 
the relocation center--became anxious for their daughters to enroll in Friends' 
schools. One of the girls is now at Westtown and the other at Earlham College.

So the Christmas project has possibilities of being much more than a kindly 
gesture to provide holiday cheer -- it is a real opportunity for assuring the center 
residents of continuity in our friendship and concern, and for expressing once more 
our own faith in the Light which shineth in the darkness.
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APPLICATION FOR EMPLOYMENT
American Friends Service Committee

S O U T H E R N  C A L IF O R N IA  B R A N C H

544 E. Orange Grove Ave.
Pasadena, California

BIOGRAPHICAL STATEM EN T
1NS7 R U C T IO N S — Fill out com pletely . T hree com p leted  copies should  
be sent to the o f f ic e  at address ind icated  above. Print or use typew riter  

w henever possible. A ttach  sm all photograph  i f  possible.
. This is very  help fu l.

Name Sex Date 194

Name of 
Husband or wife

Single

MarripH

Widowed

Other
Number of

Present Address . Former address

Date of Birth.

しltizenship 

Height ___

Immediate Family:

Father ___________

Mother ______ ：____

Children

Weight

-Age_

-Place of Birth

-Religion

-Condition of Health

Country of 
Birth _ _

City County
Social Security 

-Account N o . .

State or Country

If any limitations— explain under "Remarks”

Present
____________Residence _______________

I f others— list under rrKemarks

NISEI (Have you ever been out of 
Continental U. S. A .)

ISSEI

Country Dates Reason
Date of
latest arrival in U. S. A.

Country Dates Reason

Alien Identification No.
Country Dates Reason

Educational Background:
Years in Years 

Attendance Completed

Grammar School Place Field of Study

High School Place Field of Study

College or L/ mversity Place Field of Study

Graduate Work Place Field of Study

Correspondence, Business， Trade School Place Field of Study



Languages: (Indicate extent of ability) Reading W riting Speaking

Ac . _____________ 一 ■ ____________________________________ _________ ____________________
If others— list under rrRemarksf,

In what section of the country
do you wish to relocate_________ — .. ____________________________ __ __________ ________

Do you prefer Rural Areas? _____ ______ Small C ities?_____  '_______ ___________  Large Cities?

General Information
Who referred you to the 
American Friends Service Committee?

N a m e ____________________________________ __________________
With what other agencies
are you listed ?________ ___________________________ ____________

Have you filed with the Project Manager the forms required

To what organizations have you belonged? _________________

Can you maintain yourself without work, if necessary? ______
Four

How lo n g ? ___________________ weeks _______ _______________

-Address

in order to leave the Center? __

YM C A  Y W C A  JA C L  R O T A R Y  LIONS ETC .

Eight Do you have
weeks  ------- ------------------------------household furniture?

EM PLOYM ENT H ISTO RY— List work you have performed— During schooling as well as later

From to Name and address of Employer 
Last most recent first Title and Nature of your Duties— Be specific AVERAGEMONTHLYSALARY

Skills and Hobics other than listed above:
Nature— Be specific Proficiency— awarJsf degrees of interest, etc.

List in order of interest, kinds of employment now sought— start with first choice

salary expected2.

W hat type of employment do you feel best qualified to undertake in view of present national needs? 

n , ------ —；---- Reason —___________ —

On monthly Basis

On monthly Basis

On monthly Basis

LIST BELOW  A N Y  IN FORM ATION C O N CERN IN G  EXP E R IEN C E , TRA IN IN G , or SPECIAL SKILLS—

For E xam ple— U  you  have worked in a business, firm, or profession, give some idea of the volume of business handled and your respon- 
sibihues in relation to other members of the firm; if you have Civil Service rating, whether federal or state, give some 

idea of your standing; if you are an office worker and have stenographic skills, besides listing your shorthand and typing speeds, in­
dicate your facility with office machines. In other words, tell us all you can about your training and work experience.

Special Interests— D escribe  any special interests and abilities in fields such as music, arts, crafts, sports, photography, folk dancing,

List Publications— G ive  only the most important ones, indicating the type and number of articles which have been published.

State in which line of work you are most anxious to become permanently established.

W hat other members of your family do you want to accompany you to the new job location?



R EFER EN C ES： N am e A ddress

Business or Professional一 form er employers are preferred2. _________________________________________ _̂_______：_______________________________________________一 一 .

Business or Professhnal— form er employers are preferred

3. _____________ _________ -____________________________
Personal

4. _____________________________________________________
List others under "Remarks” if you wish

REMARKS— (U se fo r  additional in form ation — tell us everyth ing  that w ill h elp  us help y o u ).

S ig n a tu re_________________________________________ _________________

IN STRUCTIO N S: Keep us advised of any changes in your situation. It will take time to find you an opportunity. We will work 
as quickly as possible. All other members of your family over seventeen years of age must fill out a request for a travel permit with 
the Project Manager if they expect to accompany you when a jab is found. This is especially important if they are looking for em­
ployment as well, in which case please fill out adaitional A.F.S.C. biographical statements to accompany this one.

The American Friends Service Committee has placement workers in: Chicago, Illinois; Cincinnati, Ohio； Des Moines, Iowa; and 
Philadelpma, Pennsylvania.


