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m vm > STATES
DEPARTMENT OP THE INTERIOR 
WJLR RELOCATION AUTHOR ITT 

Granada P ro je c t  
Anaohe, Colorado

December lU# 19U5

MEMORANDUM TOt Hr* D illo n  3* Myer, D irec to r  
TTashington

ATTENTION* Mr. H. X . T o t ie r ,  C h ie f
Reports D iv is io n

FROM} A m * 0* Lind le y ,  p ro je c t  D irec to r
drenada P ro je c t ,  Amache

SUBJECT} F in a l Report -  Reports D iv is io n

Attaohed i s  a copy o f  th e F in a l Report o f  the Reporto 

D iv is ió n  o f  the Aseche S e looa tion  Center as  prepared by Joe 

M cClelland, Reporto O f f io e r ,  and X e lv in  P . MoGovern, A o tin g  

Reporto O f f io e r «



UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
WAR RELOCATION AUTBORITT •

Granada Project 
Amache, Colorado

December ll;, I9k5

MEMORANDUM TO*

FROM*
SUBJECTS

I  am submitting the Final Report fo r the Reports Division, 

which mas prepared by Hr« doe McClelland from August 13# 19kZ 

to April 15, 19U5, and completed by Melvin P, McGovern from June 

1# 19U5 December H4,  19U5*

Tour guidance and assistance was greatly appreciated.

Mr. James G, Lindley, Project Director 

Melvin P , McGovern, Acting Reports Officer 

Final Report -  Reports Division
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JOB MCCLELLAND, REPORTS OFFICER 

GRANADA RELOCATION CENTER

August 13, I9I42 to April 1$, 1^45

WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY, DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR



GRAJ&DA RELOCATION CENTER

REPORTS OFFICE FINAL REPORT 

fo r Period from August 13# 19^2 to April 15#19^5 

• Joe McClelland, Reports O ffioer-

PHOJECT NEWSPAPER 

Introduction

The Reports Office ess established at the Granada Re­

location Center on August 13» 19l|2# with the a rriv a l on the Pro­

jec t o f the Reports O fficer who had been on detail in the Denver 

Regional Office of Reports since h is appointment on July 27# 19^2* 

The Reports Office was established In an evacuee barracks build­

ing used for administrative offices in  Bleak 6g* though actual 

office  space was not available until August 23« In the next three 

weelm# the Reports O ffice changed location several times as the 

BRA s ta ff expanded, f in a lly  moving to Block 6 f* On September 2 

19tj2, the Reports O ffice was moved to the newly completed south 

administrative building*

One of tiie f i r s t  Jobs o f the Reports O fficer sms an 

assignment by the Administrative Assistant to establish a tem­

porary project post office* With twenty dollars put up by three 

sta ff members, stamps and envelopes were put on sale* A card­

board box served as letter drop* Early evacuees received and 

sent a l l  mall through this make-shift post offioe for several 

weeks until a more complete service was established through the
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pro^ot Office Services Unit*

The Report« Officer did very l i t t le  report« work during 

the f ir s t  few weeks at the project* There were numerous job« 

to be done and s ta ff members did them without regard to regular 

assignments or job plans* Early reports were mostly by te le ­

graph and referred mainly to center construction progress and 

arriva l of evacuees • Gradually* as the f i r s t  rush of work set­

tled down* regular functions o f the Reports Office were developed 

as reported herewith*

Announcement Service

In order to provide evacuees with authentic information 

before any center publication could be established* the Reports 

Office established an announcement service early  in September*

191*2. Information from a l l  divisions and sections of the ad­

ministrative sta ff was routed to the Reports Office where notices 

were typed* translated into Japanese» and copies prepared for 

posting at a l l  mess halls* the post office* and the community 

stores*

In addition* the Reports Office became an information oenter 

to whieh many evacuees came fo r answers to specifio questions re­

garding center l i f e  and oenter regulations* These questions were 

answered directly whenever possible* In special oasee the evacuees

were referred to the particular section or division involved* 

Housing* employment» procurement of supplies* and WRA program ru l-

$2.. Ill 1 .......£ l i t
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ings accounted for the majority of such question«•

The f i r s t  regular Reports Office emouee worker was Miss 

Hatsy Sato, stenographer and general o ffice assistant, who 

started work on September 7# 191)2 • Shortly thereafter, a trans­

lator, David Sugamoto, was also employed• These two fa ith fu l 

workers helped the Reports Officer over many obstacles and guided 

him through troubled waters* They relayed to the many office  

callers a l l  types o f center information obtained by the Reports 

O fficer, and they helped to organise and in itiate  a regular in» 

formation service at the project •

Granada PIOHSSR

In September ISM?, Oski Taniwaki, who had been editor 

of the Merced Assembly Center newspaper, wae added to the Reports 

Office sta ff with instructions to interview prospective members 

fo r the Granada project newspaper sta ff and make recommendations 

to the Reports Officer regarding the publishing o f a paper* Mr* 

Taniwaki, an older K lsei, was a good organizer and soon had a 

group of fifteen  boys and g ir ls— including a number of college 

graduates— ready to go to work on a project paper • For the most 

part, sta ff recommendations of Hr* Taniwaki were accepted by the 

Reports O fficer • Daily conferences were held and general policies  

discussed*

Late in September, o ffice space for the project newspaper 

was provided in  a sixteen-foot square room in the 8F recreation
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h a ll*  Equipement constat©d o f hand-a&de wooden table© and 

benohes. Supplie© included one small hand-operat©d mimoo* 

graph mohín©» tnk, papar, and considerable desire on the 

part o f s ta ff  members to put eut a papar * No typewritera 

were yet avalla ble fresa mA  source© •

Staff meaber© brought the Ir  cara portable typewrlters and 

«ent to work. On Ootober 1k* 19i*2, the fira t  Issue o f an in ­

forma t i  onal bulletin  waa di©tributad to a l l  reaident s free of 

charge» Th© ooming élection of blook leader© va© the number 

on© «tory  in the "Bu lletin ." Issued twioe a week, the "Bul- 

le tin (r servad as the Oranada projeot aevspaper until Ootober 

28, 19^2* Xt ooaduoted a content to casi© the regular canter 

papar— a conteat won ty Edith Kodama, who la ter beeama a mean- 

bar of tha projeot paper « t a f f , vlth the suggestion "Granada 

PIONEER•"

2he "Granada PIONEER" began publication on Ootober 28, 

19¿j2 • On November 7 , i t  oame eut in  it© présent legal ©leed 

mimeograph fora, headlining tha n«va that Hisei men o ou Id 

voluntaar fo r  tha Araay M ilitary Intelligence Servie« Language 

Sohool at Csuap Savage, Minnesota. On November 11, the PIONEER 

office mas moved to the Administrative area in a building o rig - 

Inally  désignated as a récréation h a ll fo r appointed personnel 

Uving on the projeet» As few sta ff swaber© were at that tíme 

liv lng on the projeet, i t  was deolded to make use of the reo-
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reation h a ll*  The Reports Offioa was moved from the south 

A dm in istra tion  building to the recreation h a ll with the newt« 

paper s ta ff*  this building soon became known on the center 

as the "PXOHSaSR Building.*»

So began an association of enthusiastic young journalists- 

sons with experience, most without— from various parts of C a lif­

ornia, from two different Assembly Centers, and from large c ities  

and small towns* With a sp irit of friendly competition, this 

group set out to make their project newspaper a rea l Influence 

in  the center and a good piece o f journalism* la  both they suc­

ceeded to a large extent as the months ro lled  by*

This original PIONEER sta ff was not destined to remain to­

gether long* Host o f them le ft  the center during X9U3* though 

some le ft  late in 1%2* A ll  were gone by the f a l l  of 19LtU*‘

They now are located la  Denver, Chicago, Detroit, Hew fork , 

Cincinnati, Washington, D.C., Minneapolis, Kansas City, Florida 

(WAC), Fort Snelling (WAC), China (ARM?), Boulder, Colorado 

(Language School, HAFT), and Colorado Springs, Colorado*

Fro® the very f i r s t  the paper represented the people of 

*Wohs, not the administration* At times, the paper was c r it ­

ica l o f the administration! mostly it  was friendly but reserved. 

On Major issues, however, the paper usually pointed out to the

people the necessity for actions taken by the administration*
- #

and suggested cooperation. The f i r s t  ed itora il appeared in  the
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Hovember 34» issue and urged «maneas from the Iferoed

Assembly cantar ta  work with and va iam i amona«« from the 

Santa Anita Assembly Cantar. "A l i t t le  tolérance and consid­

erable oonsideration on the part of emry résidant v i l i  go a  

long vay toward thè aohievament of compléta unity and a v a l l -  

organiaed society,” the papar said . General ly ,  Merced people 

vara ftrem tha rural d istric ts , Santa Anita paopla from tos An- 

galas. The PIQBEER helped to bring city and farai fo lk  together 

and it  vas mot long until assembly-osnter residsnea «a s  unim- 

p or tant.

With tha «agréation program in th* f a l l  of 19té, tha aan- 

tue ziev«papar toofc on an addad job o f supplylng authentio infor­

mation in  ordsr to spika rumor« and to  prorida fo r an ordarly 

program. Completo coopération v ith  tha administration and 

OQBimmity leaders in this respect ai dad mats ria  l ly  ia  bringing 

about th is rssu lt .

XAtar# «ben Tuie talee residente arrisad , tha papar oooper- 

ated in  an intensiva program to gat tha «a nevoomers into tha 

Amacha oommunity sooially as w « l l  as physioally. Bere again 

suso««« vas achiavad, and l l t t le  troubla arose orar tha ”Tuleans #* 

Thia aama situation vas repastad «han tha diressi Rslooation Can­

tar alosad in  19t& And 500 ”Jaromitss” arrisad in Amacha. Tha 

pro jeot nevspapsr sta ff in  both instano«« ran nume roue storia« 

and ed ito ria l« welocmeing tha naw résidants and publlshad speoial
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informational booklets of welcome fo r the newcomers.

When the Ar»y announced that Hi set men could en list fo r  

Army service through the Army Intelligence Language School a t  

Camp Savage« Minnesota« the PIOHEER hailed i t  as a step toward 

restoration of rights. Chris Ish li« PIONEER a rt is t  de luxe« 

formerly of the Malt Disney Studios« was quick to take advan­

tage of the Army program and le f t  the Center in December« 151*2* 

in 19UU. he was in India« Burma« and China as a Sergeant•

Late in January« 19U3# the FIOIEER again editorialised on 

the opportunity fro  Nisei to en list in the Japaaeae-Amerloan 

Combat Chit and defend their hone "and a l l  It  stands for" • The 

editor himself enlisted« but did not pass the physical. A few 

months later he relocated to Cincinnati.

Support of the WRA relocation program was given ed ito ria lly  

fo r the f i r s t  time on April 2« 1913* with advice to "think re­

settlement constantly." By news story and ed itoria l« the PIOHEER 

stressed the desirab ility  of relocating In the east or midwest« 

Staff members were constantly relocating. At times, individual 

editorials and news stories emphasised the d ifficu lt ie s  of re­

settlement and tended to stress individual hardship eases. But 

fo r the most part« week by week, the project paper told the story 

of relocation—it s  benefits and it s  troubles. Five editors be­

lieved what they wrote and relocated themselves by the end of 19l3* 

The sixth« probably the most worried by the problems Involved
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ia  starting l i fe  anew outside the confines of & relocation cen­

te r , became editor on August 10, 19UU* after about a year's work 

on the paper as special writer • Under hie guidance the paper 

varied from very good support of the relocation program to very 

c rit ica l comment regarding it— and back again* It  is  of interest 

to note that former residents of Aaaohe who have relocated have 

been quite c rit ica l of the sixth editor*s editorials and emphasis 

on the negative aspects of the program*

But mostly the PIONEER has been well received by evacuee 

residents and considered by them as their paper--not an admini­

strative handout* Because of this acceptance of PIONEER infor­

mation, a groat deal of gpod hat resulted firea the relocation  

and other WBA information presented therein* Had the paper been 

classed s tr ic t ly  as a WRA information sheet, much of i t s  effective­

ness would have been lost*

Most o ritioa l comment regarding the project paper oame from 

various members o f the appointed personnel sta ff * Many of these 

individuals fe lt  that the approach to the whole subject of infor­

mation to evacuees was wrong and that only the favorable side of 

any situation should be presented* Many interesting discussions 

were held during the years by these individuals and the Reporte 

Officer— usually in the sp ir it  of helpful criticism . At most of 

such meetings, the édites* and other membere of the project paper 

were present* and no doubt benefited from the frank exchange o f
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varying ideas* It  was over d ifficu lt  fo r appointed personnel 

members to  look on the project newspaper as an evacuee activity's 

they thought of I t  as a WFA administrative publication that 

should re flect only the WRA attitude* However* with the support 

of the Project Director, the paper remained an evacuee publication 

throughout as authorised in the administrative manual* .

Unexpected support for the policy of the PIGSEER came from 

Mr. Lee Taylor Casey, associate editor and columnist for the Rooky 

Mountain Hews in Denver. His column of January 17* 19i*u, stated* 

"Sue© Sake* editor of the Granada PIOIEER, did a better job than 

I  did in his column on Governor Vivian’ s attitude toward the pur­

chase of Colorado farms by ¿merloans of Japanese descent...........

Despite the material d ifficu lt ie s , the PI0SE3R is  an excellent 

newspaper• And best of a l l ,  i t  has an editor who knows what he’ s 

about” • WRA sta ff criticism diminished thereafter •

A history of any newspaper is largely a history of the ed­

ito rs  responsible fo r i t ,  and the Granada PIOHEER was no exception.

Oski Taniwaxi was managing editor o f the project newspaper 

from September 25# 191&» until October i*.# 19U3# when he transferred 

to the motor pool to  study mechanics. Later he le f t  the center 

and worked as a mechanic in Chicago and Denver*

Robert Eirano was editor of the paper from October 3, 191*2 

until Mar oh 20, 19U3, when he volunteered for Army Service. Sot 

passing his physical examination for the Army, he relocated to
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Cincinnati, Ohio* and has been «pricing in a publishing firm  

there since * Bob was an a le rt  and thorough editor and issued 

a newsy paper which was exceptionally good technically#

Khan Kosaai succeeded Bob Eirano as editor on Haroh 20, 1913 • 

Formerly a special w riter, Khan was a member of the Amaohe Commun- 

ity  Council* Ee knew the center well and understood the problems 

confronting both evacuees and appointed personnel» Hie ed itoria l 

column was devoted mainly to reprints of editorials appearing 

in newspapers outside the center# A special column that he had 

developed before becoming editor was devoted to center a ffa irs#

Khan le f t  the PI0H5BR on September 6# 15U3 to relocate to Dayton* 

Ohio, fo r  work In a battery faotory» Later he moved to Cincinnati* 

Joseph Patrick Ida, former PIONEBB sports editor, became 

editor on September 6# 19U3* and published the paper with no change 

in  policy until his relocation to Kansas City on October 1* 19&3* 

Sueo Sake, who started on the PXOEEEE as a cub reporter with 

the f i r s t  issue, took over the editor*a chair on October 1* 19^3• 

"Sakort as he was called by everyone frequented the Reports Office 

in the organisation period asking daily , "When w il l  the paper he 

started f* E ls interest and enthusiasm were excelled by on one on 

the s ta ff, and his inquiring, ways soon made him acquainted in  

practically  a l l  the WRA o ffices« Els well-written b rie f biogra­

phical glimpses o f evacuee leaders and appointed personnel sta ff
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member* under the heeding of * Thumb-Nfc.il Sketches" were a dis­

tinct contribution to the entire cen er • Sue* was lesa hesi­

tant to "write what he thought* than any other PIONEER editor 

up to th is time* Though c rit ica l at times* Sueo's ed itoria l« 

were sound and under his guidance the newspaper became even 

more than before an evacuee paper—a part of the center l i f e *

§ueo relocated to Chicago on August 10# 19¿&*

Roy Toshida who had been a special writer on the center 

paper since his transfer to Amache from the Tule Lake Relocation 

Center beosas editor on August 10 # 19bh* Roy was ten to f  i f  tews 

yeard older than most of the other members o f the PIONEER sta ff*  

His thinking concerning evacuation and relocation was not as 

progressive as that of his predecessors« and although It  improved 

with time« to which was added considerable patience on the part 

of the Reports O fficer« the outlook of the center paper became 

more on the discouraging side during Roy1 a editorship* Although 

he used considerable favorable material regarding relocation and 

the opportunities outside the confines of a relocation center*

Roy periodically editorialised on the hardships involved and the 

tough lot ahead of people of Japanese extraction*

The fact that Toshida» an able-bodied unmarried man of J8# 

did not relocate is  an indication that h* was not too sure of 

himself away from the security of a center* This feeling of 

frustration colored his news coverage and his ed itorial comment



-  12

in  the project paper* Bevertheless, the PIOHSSH continued to 

"plug” relocation and was not unfavorable to the 1M * Mainly, 

the paper was quick to see the dark olouds on the horizon, either 

real or imaginary, and somewhat slow to see the silver lin ing*  

This same attitude was reflected by many other members of the 

PIOHKBR sta ff in addition to the editor during the f a l l  and win* 

ter of I9I4U-I+5 •

But through it  a l l ,  the FIGURES sta ff was free to express 

it s  member’ s views* The Reports Officer at a l l  times made it  

plain that the editor was responsible for what he printed} re* 

percussions were faced by both the editor and the Rep cart a Of* 

fiver and many "hot" conferences were held with WRA sta ff members 

who did not understand nor approve of the "freedom of the press" 

afforded to  the Granada PIOH2ER.

Despite these d ifficu lt ie s , detl&ls of the WRA. relocation  

program were carried in the paper issue by issue a l l  during its  

existence* Job offers from various parts of the country were 

run in the paper as they were received on the project® The Re­

location Division reported many times that evacuees o&me to them 

with a copy o f the PIOHEER in their hands requesting further in ­

formation about a specific job listed  in the project paper* 

Letters from relocated evacuees were used as much as possible in  

the paper, but were hard to obtain for publication* Special
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write-up* of newly opened relocation areas were printed in  

many issues*

The attitude of the editors of the project paper in pre­

senting relocation information was to print the good and the 

bad* At times, the paper leaned too heavily on the "problem11 

side of the relocation picture, hut because the paper did h&ve 

community  support and confidence, the favorable relocation news 

was more effective • Of particular value were ed itoria ls and 

news stories fraa outside newspapers which were reprinted, with 

due credit lines, in nearly every issue*

During 19lh> considerable space in  the project newspaper 

was devoted to information in regard to Selective Service ca lls  

fo r center Idsel boys* the latter part of the year, and the 

early part of 191*5, brought also many stories of Amaahe $isel 

casualties, actions of heroism, and m ilitary awards* Draft 

oails during the year were responsible for the loss of many 

PIOSSSR sta ff members, some of whom are serving overseas in the 

European and Pacific theatres of war*

Center news o overage by the project paper was very oamplete. 

Sports were popular, but regular center activ ities  were follwed 

carefully month by month. At no time did any editcr of the pro­

ject paper allow any one group or organisation within the heater 

to dictate newspaper policy* Cooperation and fa ir  treatments 

were extended to a l l .  At times, certain groups fe lt  that their
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particular a c t iv ity —be i t  sports or community government-«was 

not receiving su ffic ien t space in  the paper * But always a fter 

conferences* i t  was determined that the only lim itation  on 

news coverage was the size o f the paper i t s e l f  and that a l l  

groups were receiving the ir fa ir  share of notice*

The problem o f the PIONEER continually was not the lack 

of news, but the selection o f the news available to  f i t  the 

lim ited space in the mimeographed newspaper * With the announce­

ment o f the post-exclusion program o f the WRA* less space was 

available fo r  center news and more was used fo r  relocation and 

other WRA information#

Probably the most noticeable aspect o f the project news- 

papfer s ta ff was the sp ir it  o f good fellowship that prevailed 

among them. The PIOMPHR "gang* worked hard and played hard» 

Loyalty to  their paper* to  the editor* and to  the Reports OffIdfH||t 

was very rea l and very strong# When an editor l e f t  and a new 

one took his place* the loya lty  to the new man had to be developed* 

but soon became as strong as to  the old«

The PIOIEER issued an Extra on Sunday* December IT* 19M* to 

announce the l i f t in g  c f the West Coast Exclauion Order* Shortly 

thereafter* the po licy  of the paper was changed somewhat in  order 

that the WRA post-exclusion program Information would have f i r s t  

hand p r io r ity  for space* Relocation had depleted the project
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newspaper sta ff a l l  during thè summer and f a l l  of 19U±j i t  

waa becoming aere d ifficu lt  to ma intain thè regalar twice-a- 

week schedale . With nom impórtanos giren te WRA information* 

l t  beeame ne ce asar y during the next few aonths to omit many 

of thè regolar neve and special f  satures • Festine lus ion in* 

formation mas» fo r thè most part* preparad by the Reporte Of» 

fie e r  and used word-for-word in both thè Baglish and Japanese 

sections of the projeet paper* A représentâtire of the PIOHBKR 
sta ff * (thè editor of the «Ss panses section) va e appointed on 

the Advi«ory Oonmittee by the Projeot Dirsotor in arder that 

forther emphaeis could be giren to post>exolusien and relooation 

Information»

Vhile the re mas a tendsney on the part of the PIOISER s ta ff  

msmbers to eling to the regular featuree e f the paper* lack o f 

time and spase prerested complete coverage of them. Special 

emphaeis mas giren to information fresa the west ©cast» Reloca- 

tion and post-exelusion information beeame the major items ef 

aems and ed itoria l comment. Sere agaìn the bad mas printed mith 

the good* and many times giren more spaee and attention than the 

situation marranted* bat for the most part considerable e s t a s is  

mas placed on the brlghter side of thè piotare» Occurrences of 

riolenoe or attempted violence and disorimination mero reported 

on the basis of belng lsolated cases. Prompt action on the part
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ttf law-enfor oement o ffle e r *  reoeived oonsiderable attention 

ln  the projeot paper.

Fron ifcs beginning, the P10HEER «& i isaued twioe eaeh 

week—^Fedneadays and Saturdaya—with the exoept ion of January 

15 through February 28, 19U3 . «hen i t  was on a three-times- 

a-week sehe du le  • The projeot newspa per began and reaalned en- 

U re ly  under WRA Sponsorahip, a« neither the a ta ff meaberg nor 

iäie residents o f the eenter wäre intereated ln  eatabllahlng l t  

through the Amaohe Comnunity Co-op»

The PIOHKER average iaaue was compoged o f six pages e f 

Eng 11 ah and four e f Japanese. Until the suaraer o f 19i&, a 

fu ll-page eartoon atrip  appeared a t leaat weekly and usually 

ln  eaoh Iaaue. Various other Cartoons and illu stra tion s wer#4 f 1 /! \ \ 3ff 3̂ 1’? §: V) i
ueed fron time to time. The nake-up o f the paper varied wlth 

the change o f ed ltera . From November 7, 191*2 on, the slge waa 

3 oolumn, 8| by II4. lnoh page.

Distribution o f the eenter neeapaper v^g nade by b l00kg 

to eaoh apartment. The PIOKSKR a ta ff amberg oounted out 80 

o opieg fo r  eaoh block and de livered  tham to  the Block Managers 

e f f  lese * Th# Block Manager in eaoh blook arranged f  er d is tr i-  

butioa to eaoh fam lly* Eaoh blook reeeived several extra oopies 

fo r  thoae wighlng to aead tham to  frienda. Both English and 

Japansae aeotion was onltted froa the WRA a ta ff H a t aad fron



regular outside mailing lis t s *

Three separate mailing l is t s  were developed during the 

f i r s t  year* A franking privilege l i s t  contained names of 

WB4 and other government o ffices* A public relation l is t  of |  

interested newspapers and individuals required postage to be 

paid by VBA* An unofficial individual relocated evacuee l i s t  

consisted of persons who provided funds te the P10JEER sta ff 

circulation manager to pay for the postage fo r  mailing* Mo 

charge was made for handling this l is t *  and s ta ff members pro­

vided the service as a favor to relooateos* This l i s t  was die» 

continued February 1, 1&5» due to lack of personnel to take 

W e  of it#  A l l  outstanding funds on hand were retunred to 

the senders*

A total o f 3500 copies were misMfgraphed fo r each issue* 

with 50 copies kept on f i lo  in the P10 IE SR o fflee  for future 

use. Many evacuees obtained extra copies from time to time 

to send to friends* A complete f i l e  of a l l  issuee also was 

maintained in the Reports O ffice*

Special editions wore issued for various occasions* 

Christmas and Hen Year's editions were the largest* contain­

ing *  large number of special a rtic les  and features • Special 

lesues were also issued in connection with center farm employ- 

ment* and arts and crafts festiva l* the co-op membership drive*



-  10 *

and relocation. Extras wars issued at the time of the an­

nouncement of Army enlistment opportunities and the cancel­

ling of the west-coast exclusion order*

A training program for nee sta ff members was oonduoted 

by the Reports O fficer during most of 19U3• Weekly sta ff 

meetings were held for this purpose and instruction in jour­

nalism given, using B&stlan*s "Editing the Day's Rees’* as 

text* Alee, weekly meetings were held at which time various 

WRA appointed personnel division, section or unit heads dis­

cussed their programs • At most of these meetings the subject 

of relocation was brought up and ways and means of improving 

the information program in respect to relocation wore suggested* 

Equipment for publishing ths project newspaper was at a l l  

times kept to a minimum, partly because of the policy of the 

Reports O fficer to  keep costs as low as. possible, and partly  

because of the d ifficu lty  in obtaining good equipment* During 

the f i r s t  year, the project paper was mimeographed by the 

Office Services Section o f the Administrative Management Divi­

sion, but late in 19U5* mimeograph machines were provided for 

the PIOHBKR office and the work done by PIONEER sta ff members • 

One automatic electric-driven mimeograph and one hand machine 

were used* Many times, use also had to bo made of mimeograph 

equipment Of the Office Services Unit in order to get out reg-
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ular or special editi ona.

Hand-mde tableo and benché a aera uaed by thè a ta ff a l l  

during 19U3* 19Ú* *omm regular tablea, desks and chaira

wara obtaiaed, tot nevar la  sufficient quantity to taka cara 

of a l l  tta needs* ^eny of tha home-made tablea were usad tua» 

t i l  tha papar was discontinued due to cantar olosing. Koat 

«oppilaa aara obtaiaed througb tha O ffice Services ünit. btxt 

spcoiai matertala vare erdered d irect.

Barly in l9Lh, it  bacasse d iff ic u lt  to melatala a complete 

• ta f f  • Re location teak many meraber s out of tha oantar and re* 

pi»cementa «a ra  very d ifficu lt  and sometíame impossible to 

f ia d » From a mavì arnie a ta ff o f about 30 members, tha ata ff da«» 

oreaaed during tha suaaer of 19U* to aa loa aa 15* Especially 

laeklng vari qualifled haaé-outtara and artista*

tha Japanaaa seotion of tha papar posad no special pro» 

blaaw until tha apring o f 19È& whan tha formar editor lo ft  

tha oantar. Bla suooeseor rafuaad to do any projeot  tranaia«* 

tien  work othar than fo r thè PIOVER, and «aa dismissed. *11 

othar «ambara o f tha Japanaaa seotion resignad • During tha 

naxt eix waaka tha Reporta Off leer and thè Project Director 

«a ra  visitad aany times by oonalttaas fra® thè Block He negara 

Assombly and tba Community Council with pleas fo r restmption 

a f publlaatlon of projaot Information in Japanaaa.
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The only limiting factor In re-establishing the Japanese 

section was finding a qualified individual to head up a ne* 

s ta ff  • Anting upon a recommendation of the Block Managers and 

Community Council, a near editor was employed in  July, l$t& and 

publication resumed« Although at f ir s t  i t  was very d ifficu lt  

for the H©porta O fficer to deal directly with the new editor 

because of the influence of the evacuee commit tee who were ans- 

ious to «guide* the editor they had selected, with the passage 

of time, differences disappeared and a creditable paper resulted* 

Due to lack of qualified translators and a tendency to 

fec i that the job would put the editor of the Japanese section 

on the spot, i t  was not possible to comply with WRA rulings 

that a l l  material in the Japanese section be retranslated  into  

English« In the interests of maintaining a project newspaper 

l a  Japanese, th is requirement sms not met at the Granada Center 

during the winter of 1914-1*$« however, the confi donee in the 

editor of the Japanese section was such that i t  was not deemed 

to be essential« With the announcement of the post-exclusion 

progrem* practically  a l l  material la  Japanese was a translation  

of WRA information prepared through the Reports O ff io s«

0THB1 CRRTBR IHFORSàTIO*

Block D istri button

Som a fte r the establishment o f the Reporte Offiee at
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th# Center* contact was made by the Reports O fficer with the 

Blcok Onagers Assembly so that the bleok managers in  each 

block would have available authentic WRA information for evac­

uees • With the establishment try the bleok managers of in fer—
V;, f.. p|i r

mation o ffices in each block« a great deal of information was 

supplied to residents in  this manner* Usually a t  least two 

copiss of announcements, circu lars, booklets, e tc ., were supplied 

to each block manager. One was posted on the bulletin  board in  

• *oh h a ll and the other was retained fer reference in  the 

fc-iOck information o ffice* Both English and «Japanese versions 

were supplied whenever possible. Material of spooial importance 

was discussed with block managers at their regular meetings 

beforedistribution was mads* The Block Managers were most help­

fu l in supplying information to residents in this manner*

Especially in connection with post-exclusion program infor­

mation, this same procedure was used with the Amaehe Community 

Council, though the bu lletin  boards were maintained by Sleek Man­

agers.

A great deal o f informational material was distributed 

through block managers in quantities large enough to supply eaoh 

apartment with a copy. At tines only 25 or 50 copies were ava il­

able for eaoh .block and distribution was made by the blook man­

age on M s  own plan*
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Mu oh of th is was mimeographed and translated Into Japanese 

on the center by the center newspaper translation s ta ff .  la  

January, XSh5$ a translator «as  assigned by the Reports O ffice 

to do this kind of work, relieving the project translators of 

this responsibility.

The same center distribution plan was used for circulars 

and bulletins supplied by the Washington wM office  for Astaohe 

residents. Bl&inly, this naterial dealt with relocation program 

information and effective distribution aided that program month 

by month. Local relocation information was handled In the same 

manner*

Although in  June, 19Wt, relocation information became the 

responsibility of the Relocation Program O fficer rather than the 

Reports O fficer, practically  the same distribution plan was f o l -  

lowed. Contact with block managers regarding relocation infor­

mation was made by the Relocation Program Officer at that time* 

At a l l  times, relocation information program were worked out 

Jointly by the Relocation Program O fficer and the Reports O fficer.

Other Distribution

Considerable WRA information was routed to  appointed 

personnel s ta ff members on the project through the Reports Of­

f ic e . Most o f this material was supplied by the Washington Of­

f ic e .  Routing was done by the Reports O fficer and varied accord­

ing to  the quantity of publications supplied, ley s ta ff members



were taken by the Reports O fficer and shewn at Tarloua tinea 

to residents* The elementary school children seemed to  enjoy 

Idle pictures particularly» identifying farm and center scenes 

aa they «ere  sheen* General information about the center was 

presented by the Reports Officer In connection with the colored 

s lid es* Color pieturss of f a r «  operations in  192*3 «a re  shown to 

fa r »  workers in connection with center fa r «  recruitment programs 

early in 19U** i

Black and white pictures taken on the center and project 

fans were made available to center residents by purchase through 

the A&aehe Co*op stores* Humber oue relocation pictures alec  

were shown to  center residents* primarily through the Block Man­

agers and the Relocation Program Office» and the evacuee Relo­

cation Committee•

Publications

In addition to the center newspaper» various other 

publications were Issued at the Granada Center«

Early in 192*3» the project newspaper s ta ff prepared a  

directory of a l l  A^ehe residents giving center addresses* Some 

5100 copies o f thle 55 pege booklet were mlsatograjhed and d is­

tributed to WHA etaffmsmbers and evacuee residents*

Curing 192*3» an attempt was made by the project newspaper

sta ff to establish a monthly magazine o f short stories» a rt ic le s »



«&d poems • A fter months of work trying to find contributors* 

the first--and  last— issue of "Pulse* was published* Veil i l ­

lustrated with drawings* the booklet contained a number of w e ll-  

written and Interesting r«motions to center l i f e *  In general* 

the tone of the artic les  was on the gloomy side* with the barbed 

wire fence* the wateh towers* the sand storms* and evacuation 

i t s e lf  being featured* To o ff-se t th is* however* were humorous 

and patriotic stories and a message o f eheor from the M ilitary  

police commander at the center* Three thousand copies were mim­

eographed • Lack of continued interest in story-writing resulted 

In no further issues o f the magasine* though several a t t e s t s  

were made to  revive i t *

"Amache*" an illustrated booklet supplying considerable 

information about the Granada Relocation Center was f i r s t  i s ­

sued early  in  19b3* This narrative report told the story of 

the town of Aaaohe* its  origin* its  peopls* it s  fa o it ilie s *  

its  work* it s  play* Thro# thousand copias wars issued and more 

than 500 were mailed eut by the Report* O fficer and ether VBA 

s ta ff msmbers to interested individuals primarily in  the State 

of Colorado* Another 500 wore distributed to v is ito rs  on the
, f P  , WûT * ■ * -■ ' * rf  If 7r®j Bar1«

center wishing further information about the project *

The booklet was issued primarily fer publie relations use* 

Because of the number of v isito rs to the projeet* i t  became 

increasingly time-consuming for the Reports Office to answer a l l



question« regarding the center* See of the booklet made poo* 

sible a follow-up center v is it s , and helped to spread the work 

of the whole problem, of the evacuation, and of l i f e  in the 

center• Many favorable comments were receivedfram readers«

In A p ril, I9hk> the booklet was revised to contain current 

information* two thousand more copies were made and practically  

a l l  distributed to interested individuals outside the relocation 

center, including those on the project newspaper mailing l is t  

who had received the f i r s t  booklet* The new booklet contained 

33 pages and had a colorful cover prepared by the Center Silk  

Screen Shop*

Special editions of the project paper and informational 

booklets were issued during the segregation program to welcome 

new-comers frcsi ful© Lake, and again when the Jerome center 

oloaed and Aiaaohe rev ived  r?00 "deroaites**

Other publications at the center, not issued by or through 

the Reports O ffice, included the high school semi-monthly paper 

” rr*j the junior high school papers "Amaohe Facts,* Mystioa,"

*Wig Warn,* and "Spotlight,* issued a t varying times during reg­

ular school terms | the elementary school "Junior PTC HOT," and 

"Amaohe the Boy Scout paper "Reville" issued oeoaelonml-

ly i various church and Sunday school papers; the "Co-op Hews* 

which appeared on an irregular schedule about once a month*
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A WRA appointed personnel sta ff publication oalled the 

WRA&C&1SR, ease established on August 3* 19U+# through fche oo-» 

operation of the Personnel Section to supply o ff ic ia l infor­

mation to s ta ff members. Staff changes, WEA information, 

sta ff recreation news, and other timely material was included* 

Ihe WRAĴ OEETR mas Issued about twice a month on an irregular 

schedule until Hovember 30* lack of interest on the part of 

sta ff members, duplication of information through center pro­

ject instructions and memorandums, and lack of time on the 

part of the Reports Officer to make the paper * newsy," re­

sulted iii the decision to discontinue the publication*

PUBLIC RELATIONS

Public Attitude

the attitude o f the general public in the area immed­

iately surrounding the Granada Relocation Center is  probably 

best sunned up by the term «tolerant d is lik e " . It has been both 

favorable and unfavorable— even c r it ic a l at times. le t  there 

have developed few actual incidents of trouble, and there has 

been very free movement on the part o f evacuees in the area out­

side the center confines, fe r  both employment and shopping pur­

poses*

One of the very f i r s t  things tbs Reports Of f i Cdr when 

he arrived at the Center in August of 1<&2, was to contact looal
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newspaper editors and various other leading citizens, partic­

ularly in  the towns o f Lamar and Granada * At that time rumors 

of the wildest sort were funning rampant through the area and 

even through the entire Arkansas Valley* The Army Engineers 

were s t i l l  in  charge of the center and their public relations 

policy was to supply no information to anyone, particularly to 

the local newspapers* This added considerably to the confusion 

and led to the printing of many unfounded stories beeed on rumor 

rather than fa c t •

Mo one in the area seemed to hse any Idea of the fa c i l it ie s  

that were being furnished the future residents of the Center*

When local people saw hundreds of to ile ts , lavatories, laundry 

tubs, and other items being unloaded at the railroad depot in 

Granada* they assumed that a a oh evaouee family would have a com­

pletely modern apartment with a l l  conveniences• When told that 

theae fa c ilit ie s  were available only in oentrally located build* 

logs in  each block, they hardly believed it *  But when acme of 

the skeptics visited the center and saw f ir s t  hand what fa c ilit ie s  

were available, their resentment subsided end they decided they 

would not care to live  under the conditions footing the evacuees*

newspaper editors, especially Mr. Fred M. Betz, editor and 

publisher of the Lamar Daily Mews, were very cooperative and help* 

fu l  in  getting to local people, factual information regarding the
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entire set-up and program* A special story written from 

an eye-witness account by the news editor of the Lamr paper# 

followed a few months later with a fu ll-page spread well i l lu s ­

trated, gave a true account of conditions. Similar stories 

appeared in various other Colowdo newspapers and in those of 

other states. A series of artic les  by Lee Casey, associate 

editor and special writer for the Rocky Mountain Mews in Denver# 

featured evacuee l i f e  at i^aohe and was very factual and favor*» 

ab le . Later, when the Denver Post and Pueblo Chieftain were 

decrying the expense of the school buildings to be erected on 

the center* the Rocky Mountain Mews prin ed facts regarding 

coats and the necessity of providing educational fa c ilit ie s  

to a l l  American oltisens« An ed itoria l on this subject resulted 

ffosa a v is it  by the Reports Officer and Amaohe Superintendent 

of Schools with Mr• Casey in Denver•

During th is controversy regarding the construction of 

schools, tiie Lamar Daily Mews commented ed itoria lly , in part# 

as follows i S&2

"Statements by some of the senators and representatives 

in  Congress* as reported by the press, indicate that they are 

in  many instances, either poorly informed as to the facts, or 

wish to make bombastic statements, with an appeal to prejudice • 

Locally, we have fead already many instances of extravagant
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statements, which ware not home out by the facts .

* In considering any o f the countless stories growing out 

o f the relocation  e f fo r t  one &ould always bear In mind that 

the entire program has been an experiment developing out o f a 

wartime c r is is , with a democratci country dealing with a minor­

i t y  rac ia l group o f a country with which we are at war* The #§* 

tahllshment o f the center wae said by Army o f f ic ia ls  to be a 

necessary move and the e f fo r t  should reeeive sympathetic consid­

eration because o f the many d if f ic u lt  problems presented, rather 

than fo r us to  b lind ly swallow every rumor we hear and help 

spread misinformation and aggravate a situation about? which we 

may not be fu lly  informed. Th« red-tape Involved in the disse­

mination o f information about the center is  one o f the things 

which deserves the greatest cr itic ism . The foregoing statements 

do not mean that we approve o f a l l  the actions taken by the WHA 

nationally or lo c a lly , but i t  does mean that we believe those 

in  charge are try ing to handle a d if f ic u lt  job the best they 

know how and are en titled  to  support o f a l l  patriotic citizens 

u n til they fo r fe it  that support by evident in a b ility  to  do the 

job ."

Evacuee Shoppers

A fter evacuees settled down In the center, new pro­

blems in public relations arose. There were no stores in  the
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Osnter i t s e l f  at that time* and shopping passes* on a very 

lim ited scale* were issued to those wishing to  to  to Lamar or 

Granada to purchase necessary clothing and other supplies*

In Lamar* these evacuee v is ito rs  were met with mixed emo­

tions by loca l businessmen• They were not exactly welcome in  

the Lamar stores* but they did have money to spend* and i t  seemed 

a shame to  many Lamar merchants to turn away business* The pro­

je c t  administration rea lised  the need fo r evacuee shopping in 

nearby towns* but did not want to  see any unfavorable incidents 

develop *

On October 21* 19^2, the R eta il Merchants Division o f the 

Lamar Chamber of Commerce invited project o f f ic ia ls  and members 

of the evacuee Community Council to  a dinner meeting in Lamar 

in  order that some de fin ite  po licy  could be adopted* At Lamar*s 

request* evacuees furnished a musical program fo r the occasion* 

The dinner worked out w ell* with Lamar merchants get­

ting acquainted with evacuee leaders and with both groups speak­

ing frankly regarding the problems o f shopping in Lamar* The 

fin a l result was the merchants* committee extended to  evaouees 

a special invitation  to  come to the c ity  to shop* While the 

meeting d e fin ite ly  cleared the way fo r better relationships* 

i t  was quite evident that the in v ita tion  was la rge ly  lim ited 

to "shopping* purposes. The Retail Merchants group* did agree*
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the few stores in the sain part of town that were displaying
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raised in one way or another • At one time, WRA p ro je c t  o f­

f ic ia ls  were c r itic is ed  fo r not issuing more passes to  evacuee 

shoppers* At times* evacuees were accused o f haying up Lamar’ s
|| T ;7 l

to ta l supply o f scares items o f food or clothing* is *  how*

^  t

estimated that during the winter months o f 191*2-^3 * evacuee 

trade ranged from 7 to  11 per cent o f his to ta l*

From a business standpoint, Lamar merchants were unanimous 

in  their favorable reaction to  evacuee trade* Fvaouees, they 

eta ted, bought merchandise o f good quality* They knew what they 

wanted and paid fo r i t  without fussing* They were pleasant to  

deal with* And they were honest*

At the A"*che Cooperative stores were established and ob­

tained more and more merchandise, shopping in Lamar f e l l  o f f  and 

ceased to  be a problem* Lack o f transportation to  tamar also 

lim ited the number o f shoppers to  a large extent* Although over

them* With two exceptions, these signs remained down fo r the

H i  111remainder o f the existence o f Aaadhe*



a hundred appeared i n  hamar in  one single day in the f a l l  o f 

19ij2> shortly therea fter, passes were lim ited to  25 persons 

in  any one day "by the project*

In Granada the situation was Tory d iffe ren t* The town 

lo s t mu eh it s  small normal trade when former local residents 

o f the project farm moved away* With the ooming o f evacuee 

shoppers, Granada business boomed« Any loca l opposition to  

evaouees w%a snowed under by the financia l ben efit« derived 

therefrom. In fa c t ,  several evacuees relocated to  Granada and 

went in to business fo r  themselves* They were w e ll received•

The town o f Holly was net a ffected  appreciably by evacuee 

shoppers from the center due mainly to  lack of transportation 

fa o i l l t le s *  However, many evaouees who worked on nearby farms 

did their shopping in Holly and no particular problems developed 

In general, the attitude o f loca l farmers toward evacuee farm 

workers was good* The workers wore needed badly and many who 

ware working on the project farm were off©red--and accepted— 

jobs by nearby farmers*

Student A c t iv it ie s
»

Through the Amaehe school system, considerable good
*

public relations work was accomplished• Inter-school meetings, 

a th le tic  events, and musical fes tiva ls  were popular fo r  the most 

part, though some school boards, particu larly the beard at Lamar 

did not allow their schools to  participate* In eases where d i f -
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ferenoea arose* i t  was usually the parents* not the children# 

who objected to  contaot with evacuees • The a th le tic  contests 

between Aiaache and other schools started la te  in  1$ j2# worked 

out very w e ll fo r the most part, though seme games were cancelled 

by outside schools beo&use o f loca l pressure*

Church groups in nearby tom s accomplished a grant deal 

th resh  jo in t meetings and outings with evacuees especia lly  with 

the young people* Boy Scout a c t iv it ie s  also were e ffe c t iv e  in  

promoting better public attitudes*

Selective Service

With the opening of the Selective Service System to 

the Kisei and the early center meetings and draft-evasion cases# 

public attitude in Lamar became quite hostile* Humor had it  

that most of the boys were refusing to fight fo r  th is country*

But when the facts were known, and when only a very small per­

centage o f the boys called fo r  Army physicals refused to go# 

public opinion changed rapidly fo r  the good* Later with casualty 

reports o f Vise! so ld iers, the draft-evasion cases were p rao tia lly  

forgotten and the record o f the boys in  uniform created a great 

deal o f  support fo r a l l  Japanese-Americans • Bastes o f the Apache 

boys going into service from the Lamar Selective Service board 

were printed In the Lamar paper and lis ted  among ^rowers Co’-nty 

men in  service on an honor r o l l  painted on the windows of a Husar

bank building
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Balling L ists

through the outside mailing H a t o f the project news­

paper * considerable public relations contacts were wade* Only 

individuals, newspapers* library!© *« co lleges» e tc » «  d e fin ite ly  

interested in  the WRl program were placed on the mailing l i s t  

fo r  the project paper or ether m aterial. V is ito r* to  the cen­

te r »  or contacts made by v HA s ta f f  members were followed up by 

sending the project newspaper. In addition» informational no­

ta r ia l received from the Washington WSA o ff ic e  was distributed 

to  outside individuals and organisations in  the same manner# 

especia lly  by members o f the education section . Many o f these 

people wrote back expressing their appreciation fo r the material 

received fr a »  the p ro jec t. Especially e ffe c t iv e  was a center 

publication *Amache  ̂ and the printed booklet "Wise! in Uniform.* 

Other A c t iv it ie s

Early in  19U5* *  set o f kodaChrome slides taken on the 

project were made availab le to colleges fo r  informational use 

through the project education section. These showed construction 

o f the center» the fa c i l i t ie s  ava ilab le» the schools« the project 

farm and many center a c t iv it ie s .  Although not a complete record 

o f ©enter l i f e »  the e lides presented a glimpse inside the reloca­

tion  center ae background to supplying deta ils  o f the nature o f 

the communnity.
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On the «h o i«»  the Report« O fficer found l i t t l e  tine fo r  

aay sggressive public re lations program. Newspapers and press 

services were furnished with center news ood and had. fo r*  

tunately, the center had l i t t l e  had news to report, lo t  only 

local newspaper«» but the press serv ice« and radio stations o f 

Denver* expressed th e ir eatiefaotlon  with the type o f new« ser­

v ice  available to  them froia the center. 86 request fo r  in f or- 

mat ion was denied and a great deal o f speolflo  information was 

furnished by telephone or w ise.

Looal papers were particu larly interested in the project 

farm program. Several speolal farm s to ries  were supplied to  

thccc papers and used in fu l l .  The Denver press serviced a lec 

uood several shorter farm stories* The splendid production re­

cord on the farm helped considerably in public re la tions work.

Press Release« •

Californ ia home-town newspaperc were supplied with 

stories regarding Amaohe $i aei soldiers who were formerly ree- 

idente there. These were used in  many eases* though no complete 

check could be mode. Fa al l i es o f the boys at the center were 

very proud when such stories appeared* The lo ca l and Denver 

nmsepapers a lso used many s to ries  regarding Amaohe Nisei soldier#* 

especia lly  in  regard to  casualties and special awards fo r  heroic 

action a t the fron t.
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Various representatives of the press T ie !ted  Araache from 

time to  time for special stories« Early in 19l*3| fhramounfc lees 

made a abort newsreel o f center l i f e  featuring Army enlistment 

o f S is e i«  Look Magazine sent one of their oh ief photographers 

who made several hundred pictures during a two*day and two* 

night session* However* none o f these were used by Look Magazine 

fo r  some unknown reason« Representatives o f Time and L ife  Mag* 

aziaee* press services* and radio stations located in  Denver con­

tacted the center Reports O fficer many times fo r information from 

which stories or a r t ic le s  were written fo r  publication or broad»» 

oast • The ed itor o f Colorado State College broadcasted a special 

radio program a fte r  a v is i t  to the center in SCvember, 191*2.

A highlight o f the relationships with the press was an open 

house held on the Center July 2 and 3# 19U3# through the cooper­

ation o f the 011# Fourteen news and radio men from Albuquerque* 

Kansas City, (kasha, and several Colorado c it ie s  including Denver* 

responded to  the in v ita tion  to v is i t  Amaohe* The open houdi Was 

exactly as stated« Much to  the ruprise o f the new mien* they had 

complete freedom of the center« Upon their a rr iva l*  they were 

turned over to  evacuee members o f the project newspaper s ta ff who 

acted as guidss« Project o f f ic ia ls  including the Reports O fficer 

supplied information upon request and l e f t  the news-getting up

to the v is ito rs *



Very favorable stories and radio progress developed from 

this event* The sen seemed particu larly to  enjoy ta lk ing with 

the young Nisei hoys and g ir ls  on the project newspaper s ta ff 

and stated upon leaving* that they had an en tire ly  new oonoept 

o f Japanese Americans • I t  has been true many times* that actual 

v is it s  to  the oenter, even by severe c r it ic s  o f the whole program* 

did more to  help puSlio relations than any amount o f ta lk ing or 

w iring on the part o f the WRA s ta ff members*

Center Byents

Many special events at Amaohe helped to  improve public 

re lations* An Arts and Crafts exh ib it sponsored by the Education 

Section and the projeot newspaper in  February* 19l*3# was attended 

by 1000 outside v is ito rs *  who enjoyed seeing the fin e  a rt work 

o f evacuee residents* An agricu ltural fa ir  was held in  September 

19^3, and repeated a year la te r*  Here again amny outside v is ito rs  

saw quality farm products grown by evacuee farmers on the project 

farm and in  individual v ictory  gardens* ¥*ny crops that loca l 

farmers thought could not be grown in th is  area were on display 

at these fa irs  and helped to  show evacuees as able s c ien tific  

farmers* The project farm i t s e l f  "sold” many loca l people on the 

industry and a b il i t y  of the evacuees*

Education Section

WRA members o f  the Education Section o f the Center pro* 

bably accomplished the most e ffe c t iv e  public relations work o f a l l
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Individuals in the section spoke a t may public and school meet­

ings« te ll in g  about the type o f people residing in Amaohe and the 

whol WHA, program* This work o f the Education Section has been 

eontlzaious and has provided considerable information about the 

Granada Center throughout the state and in other areas*

Various other »embers o f the Granada project s ta ff also gave 

talks a t publie meetings from time to time# Excellent work was 

done by the lo ca l Internal Security O fficer a t state and regional 

meetings o f peace o f f ic e r s . WRi employees who l e f t  fo r other 

types o f work continued to  supply information about the center to  

various church« c iv ic «  and school groups* Navy poster work of 

the project S ilk  Screen shop was shown at colleges throughout the 

s ta te «

dapther piece o f looa l public relations was the payment to  

Prowers County by the projeet o f money in lieu  o f taxes on farm 

land taken over by the center* Emergency assistance o f the 

dmashe Fire Department in  controlling nearby p ra ir ie  f ir e s  also 

was appreciated*

1i  i !  ., ¿ i l i a

But deppite a l l  publie relations work done or that might 

have been done« there are s t i l l  people in the country who do a 

great deal o f anti* apansse talk ing* Resentment o f the government 

taking over private farm land« resentment against any "new deal" 

agency o f the Federal Government« resentment o f possible cos^pet i t  Ion
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from w outsiders’* —* a l l  o f th is  has influenced the trend o f 

public sentiment. But with a l l  o f i t »  evacuees came and went 

p ractica lly  without rouble« They bought what they wanted where 

they wanted to , and they contributed greatly  to  the farm pro* 

duotion in the area under the seasonal*leave program which allowed 

them to work during the summer months and return to  the center 

in  the winter* Sugar beets* broom corn, potatoes* onions and 

other or op 8 wore harvested in 19i£* 19U3# and 19hk w ith the help 

o f evaeuee labor* Farmers generally w il l  remember that* During 

the three crop years* many farms were supplied with labor by evao* 

uees when ether labor was not availab le from any source*

In February* 19M¿» the Celerado State Senate in special sea* 

sien*, k illed  a h i l l  which would have prohibited Japanese aliens 

from owning rea l estate in  Colorado* The group sponsoring th is  

leg is la tion  took the matter to  the voters o f the State* and in  

November* a proposed amendment to  the State Consi tut ion with the 

same objective ae the law was soundly defeated* I t  Is  o f In terest 

to note that the sold ier vote was overwhelmingly against th is b it  

o f di ser Initiation* Church and c iv ic  groups organised in many see* 

tions o f the state to  f igh t the amendment and were very aggressive 

in  their attack on I t *

With the announcement o f the closing o f a l l  Helo cat! on Con* 

tors , public In terest was focused on the surplus farm lands on
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the Granada p r o je c t  and on su rp lu s  farm and o th er equipm ent.

As much information as possible mas provided through the loca l 

press refpurding these now developments. The actual leasing o f 

the land in  March o f 19U5 * * *  o f great importance to  the contin­

uation o f oordiai public relationships between members o f the 

WEI personnel and local farm and o iv io  leaders *

ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

The f i r s t  reports handled by the Reports O fficer mere made 

In  August and September,  l$L£t and consisted o f information re ­

garding center construction progress end a rr iva l o f evacuees* 

These reports mere telegraphed to  the San Francisco WRA o f f ic e .

Mar ra ti ve reports mere prepared fo r  the Project Director 

and forwarded by him to  the Washington and Denvefc WRA o ff ic e s .

In October* !$££» regular meekly report forms mere furnished by 

the Washington O ffice  and routed through the project Reports 

O ffic e . In duly* 19U5# these were changed to  monthly report 

forms*

Reporting work by the Reports O ffice  consisted aminly in 

seeing that section and d iv is ion  heads f i l l e d  out th e ir  reports 

on time and submitted them to the Reports O ffic e . Here* thsy 

were cheeked fo r accuracy and completeness and the proper numbers

typed tor sending t o  th e  W ashington Of f l e e ,  l a t e r *  t o  conserve



time, and because the reporting work was being handled w ry  

w e ll by section heads, the Reports O ffice  p a rtly  assembled 

and checked the reports and submitted them to  the Project 

Director fo r  sa ilin g  to  the Washington O ffice*

Granada project personnel responsible fo r  asking these 

monthly reports did an excellent job o f i t *  In most oases» they 

were w e ll written and accurate and were submitted on tim e• The 

work o f the Reports O ffice  soon developed in to routine cheeking 

and seeing that report forms were made ava ilab le to  the section 

heads each month* Beginning in duly, 19U3* the Reports O fficer 

made a b r ie f summary o f a l l  the monthly reports as requested by 

the Washington Reports D ivision ,

Wuartsrly narrative reports fo r  the projeot were w ritten  ~ 

by the Reports O fficer u ntil July 1, 19U3* *han they were no 

longer required* These were prepared fo r  the Project D irector 

who forwarded them to the Washington and Denver WHS o ffic e s *  

Special reports were prepared for the Project Director on 

several occasions • A detailed report o f 19Ut farm operations 

and special problems was written and copies submitted through 

the Project Director to  the Washington O ffice* Each v is i t  o f  

the Spanish Consul ca lled  fo r  the preparation o f a very detailed 

report o f center operations and a c t iv it ie s *  These reports were 

prepared ty  the Reports O fflea  in su ffic ien t quantities to  pro-
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r id «  four to the Consul« one to the Washington Of f le e »  and one 

fo r the project f i l e *  Usually the reports were requested soon 

a fte r  the Consul arrived on the project and various members o f 

the Reports O ffice  s ta ff  were assigned to  the hurry*up job*

DOCTJMBUTAflOI

On December 1« 19i|2* Toshio Ninomiya was transferred from 

the FI0KB1R s ta ff to head up the Documents tion  program for the 

Reports O ffioe* Considerable responsib ility  was delegated by 

the Reports O fficer to  the head o f the Documentation program* 

who recruited s ta ff  members though actual appointments were 

made by the Reports O fficer* Subject matter for the reports 

was agreed upon by the Reports O fficer and the Read o f the 

Documentation program* but d eta ils  o f asssmbling information* 

organising* and w riting reports were largely  in the hands o f the 

evacuee s ta ff*  A l l  reports were checked by the Reports Of f le e r  

before fin a l w riting and weekly s ta ff meetings were held to  os* 

tablieh uniform p o lic ies  and procedures*

At it s  peak in  19U3* the Documentat ion s ta f f  eoniisted o f 

sixteen evacuee w riters* Each was assigned to a separate f ie ld  

o f work and was responsible fo r  a l l  reports in  that f ie ld *  A 

very inclusive outline of documentation reports was developed 

by the Reports O ffioe and the head o f the program*
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Unàar th* geoersl headiag o f Attitudes« atoveral a r t ic le s  

«e re  preparad showing réactions o f evaeuees to  th® oenter, to  

iTSButtioQ| to  srsty ©nlistment, to tba re location progrès« and 

to Tarions ofcber u o t iv it is s  and events• Clubs and Organisations 

were oovered very fu l ly  g iv ing deta ils  o f  p rao tia lly  a l i  suah 

groupe in  th® oonter• The topio o f Economies inoluded th i oenter 

fane« labor probleas, coaaunity eaterprises« and severa 1 other 

a o t iv it ie s .  The sa tire  éducation program at ¿mache was documentad 

in a series o f reports• Pol i t io s  included Community Counoi l  and 

Block Manager a o t iv it ie s  e Public Servios reports oovered phyaical 

fu tu r e ,  o f th, oenter, transportation, post o f f ic e ,  the projaot 

naw*p»p,r, e te .  Récréation a o t iv it ie e  were writton in  d e ta il,  

•e  » le o  aere re lig ions aspeóte o f oenter U fe .  ünder the heed- 

ing o f Social «a lfa r#  we e inoiuded the hospital, Jueenile pro- 

t l « H ,  and »e i fe r e  work. Outside Relations lnaimfrd publio r e ­

la tion , ooutaot, employaient, and relooation la  general, la to r , 

■aqr s e le o t iv , servio« reporte were w ritten ,

the aa jor part o f  the documentation Job at the arenada p„iir- 

oation Cehtor wa, aoooaplished early  in IS tó . In Kay o f 1%3,

“hen *  Community Analysis section wa, eatablished a t the projeot, 

««e re  wa. no d lf f ie u lty  in drawing t a .  Une between doounentation 

and ooanunity analysis a o t iv lt is e .  Part o f the Report» O ffioe 

Doounentation s ta ff transferred to  the Coaaunity A na lyst', s ta f f .
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the work was divided on the b a s is  o f  documentation in e lu d in g  

o n ly fa c t u a l  re p o r ts ; A n a ly s is  g iv in g  background And reaso n s  

f e r  f a c t u a l  happenings .  The head o f th e  Doounentaltion s t a f f  re ­

lo c a te d  on October 1 ,  19 U 3 . j

With relocation making deep inroads on the documentation 

*n<! |Wo3*ot newspaper e U f fs ,  and with the Bain j|b o f doeunen- 

tation  completed, the Documentation s ta ff  was reduced stateria lly
i- ■ -j;
in numbers. Shortly h tcrea fter, documentation worje was temporarily 

discontinued and remaining s ta ff  members transferred to  work on 

the project newspaper to  meet serious labor shortages*

Documentation work on a much smaller scale was again in ­

it ia ted  early in 19U* and many reports brought up to  date* M̂ w 

a c t iv it ie s  were also covered a t this tim e. Again labor shortages 

developed and a l l  but one member o f the Documentation s ta ff were 

transferred to the project newspaper in  the summer o f 19M+* Doc­

umentation work thereafter was devoted exclusively to  seleotlve 

eefvloe and * is c i  sold ier reports.

fWOTOGRAFHT

l&en the Reports O ffioe was f i r s t  established on the project 

no photographic equipment o f any kind was availab le from WRA sources 

At the same time, the Reports O fficer was faoed with the necessity 

o f getting seme documentation pictures o f center construction and 

a l i t t l e  la ter o f taking funeral pictures fo r  evacuees as no other
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service was avalia b le .  the Reports O fficer made use o f his 

personally owned 35 m «m« camera fo r  both black-and-white and 

color work« While th is equipment was usable fo r  color* i t  was 

not satisfactory for black-and-white work, and the funeral p ic­

tures supplied to  evaouees were o f very poor qu a lity . An East­

man 620 r o l l  f i l a  samara was obtained from the Denver WRA o ffic e  

in  November, 191+2, and satisfactory funeral pictures were pro­

vided therea fter« A better camera including flash  equipment 

was supplied a few months la te r*

Although lacking adequate equipment, the Reports O fficer 

obtained a set of project ¿odachrome slides which illu s tra te  

many fa c i l i t i e s  and a c t iv it ie s  o f the Granada Relocation Center« 

These have been used outside the Center in public relations work* 

and in  the center fo r  evacuees«

While most o f the documentati on piotures o f the ©enter were 

taken by members o f the Photographic Unit o f  the WRA located in  

Denver, the Reports O fficer took many pictures fo r  national doc­

umentation and press use and fo r  specific  use on the project*

At no time has this amount o f photographic work been su fflè  lent 

to meet the requests o f center s ta ff d ivis ion  and section heads* 

In view o f the WRA policy o f  conservation of film  supply* only 

as much o f the projeot-request work as was absolutely essential 

was done« The farm soot ion was probably more photographed than
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any other, with schools receiving considerable attention«

The problem o f obtaining reprints o f project and WRA f i l e  

pictures fo r  personal use o f s ta ff  members and evacuee re s i­

dents was solved during 19l£ when the Am oho Co-op handled the 

business* negatives were loaned to the Co-op through the Re­

ports O ffloe* The Co-op f i r s t  arranged with an outside eoomer- 

o ia l photographer to  do th e ir work« and la ter established their 

own photographic studio« This service was discontinued, however« 

early in  19^5 because o f the d if f ic u lt ie s  o f obtaining photo­

graphic paper supplies*

Photographic work o f the Reports O fficer at a l l  times was 

s tr ic t ly  an emergonoy a c t iv ity  to  provide pictures not obtain­

able by the regular o f f io la l  FRA photographers • The Reports 

O fficer personally took p rao tloa lly  a l l  funeral pictures u n til 

the Co-op opened it s  own photographic studio« For a few months, 

members o f the Documentation s ta ff assisted in taking project 

p ictures, particu larly funeral p ictures» No regular s ta ff photo­

grapher was employed*

in January, 1&5# arrangsswnts were made with the center S ilk  

Screen Shop to take and process o f f  io la l  center photographs on 

order from the Reports u* f ic e *  Several evacuee workers had per­

sonally owned phtographic equipment • These boys were good photo­

graphers professionally and excellen t results were obtained. Be-

*' l§ff| ' i | \



fo re  fchlt tino* a l l  processing, o f  center f i la s  m i  dona by out- 

sido photographie studios and paid f  or through goverrsaant vou­

cher s at standard ratas«

In A p ril»  19U5* there wara so®* 350 projeot pioteràs and 

negativas on f i l a  In tha Reports O ff le a . *n addition* about 

f l f t y  othars taten by tha Raports O ffioar wara on f i l a  In tha 

WRA Photographia önlt In  Denver *

Relocation pio tur as tahsn by WRá photogrephers* showing 

fermar Chanada résidants in th a lr new bomas and a t tha ir zsnr 

Job# in  tha midsest and aast wa a vary e ffaa tlva  in  promoting 

tha relocetion  program at tha cantar • D istribution was nado 

through tha Ralooation Program Division* through tba avaouaa ra­

looation oommlttee» and through tha Block Managers Asseably«

Cantar pioturas wara fum i shed to  nevspapers and prass sar- 

viaas on raqua st aany tlmas« Savaral w e l l- i Ilustra tad storia# ^ 

o f A^aoha wara usad by Colorado newspapers and thoso o f aererei 

othar statas«' Spaolal display» wara also usad at meetings at 

varions timas by members o f tha éducation section and by tha 

Project D irector* A f i la  o f 1075 pioturas fcaken at Oranada*

(5Ç0 by tha Reports O ff leer and 725 by tha wra Photographie Dnit) 

was malntainad ln tha Project D irectorf s o ffic e *  with ex tra copia# 

obtainsd as naadsd«

I d e n t if ic a t io n  photographe v a r a  ta te n  e n t i r e l y  b y  th a  p r o je e t



U *Y « O ffic e r . Equipment furnished the Reports O ffice  fo r  th is 

purpose see transferred to the Relocation D iv is io n . Supplies 

were purchased fo r  th is  work by the Reports O ffice , however* 

Showing o f relocation movies la  the center was handled 

through the Relocation Program D ivision with the cooperation o f  

Community A c t iv it ie s  Section o f the Community Ifcnegement D ivision, 

the Reports O ffice r assisted in  obtaining film s and paid expenses 

involved fo r  special ehowlnge* For the most part# these film s 

were shewn along with regular oenter movies# as special showings 

did not bring results* the Education Section also made very 

good use o f the re location film s a t the oenter along w ith th e ir 

regular visual-education programs*
e

OTHER ACTIVITIES

the Reports O fficer assisted in  the Third War Loan drive 

fo r  the appointed personnel s ta ff  and was chairman o f the Fourth# 

Fifth# and Sixth fair loan drives* Organisation fo r  the various 

drives varied flrom contests by two s ta ff  teams with the losers be­

ing hosts to  the winners a t a Dutch lunch party* to  a straight 

campaign with no ballyhoo* Quotas fo r government workers* set 

by the Interdepartmental War Savings Bond Committee* were ex­

ceeded in  each drive ae followst Fourth# 116*8 percent o f quotaj

F ifth * 10U percent; Sixth* 292*5 percent*



-  50 -

Minutemen to  oontaet «Tory WRA s ta ff  member war« appointed 

by the Project Director on recommendation o f tits chairman• To 

these win and women goes the cred it fo r  the success o f each d rive , 

fo r  they spent considerable time and took keen in terest in  doing 

the Job w ell • While both cash purchases o f bonds and payro ll a l­

lotments fo r  bonds were included in  each drive, special emphasis 

was placed cn Increasing payroll deductions • In «January, 191+5# 

1£«6 percent o f the to ta l gross payroll went in to bonds under 

the payroll-allotment plan*

The Reports O fficer served as vice-president o f the appointed 

personnel recreation-association, the WRAHSLSRS Club, during the 

winter o f  19bW+5» Early in  he handled d istribution  o f

¿spans** books being returned to  the owners in  the oenter. A se it- 

anoe o f the project newspaper translator was obtained fo r  th is  

work» the books were checked fo r  content before being returned 

to  th e ir  owners* Various other miscellaneous assignments were 

mads to  the Reports O ffice r by the Project Director from time to  

tin e » Ho was one o f the original membera o f the center-wide re­

location committee• Some s ta ff members were assisted by the Re­

ports O ffiss r in  writing and editing s to ries  regarding th* WR& 

program fo r  publication in  outside m& gas loss*

Sarly In 19U3# the Washington Reports O ffice  requested the 

Reports O ffice o f th is center to  do a special Job fo r them.



Several hundred west coast newspapers o f the ea rly  evacuation 

period, obtained fro® lib ra r ie s , seeded to  be sorted and a rt­

ic le s  o f in terest slipped. The Washington O ffice did not have 

the personnel to  do the job . The Granada Center Reports O ffice 

agreed to  handle the work.

Several g ir ls  were employed in  the Reports O ffice fo r  th is  

p ro jec t. Each newspaper had to be read and a l l  a r t ic le#  pertain* 

ing to  evacuation, the WRA, or people o f Japanese ancestry, clipped 

id en tified  as to paper and date, and pasted on 8| a 11 shedts o f 

paper, one clipping to  a page.

The newspapers arrived from the Washington Of f ie #  by fre igh t 

and were stored in  a p ro ject warehouse • About a week* s supply o f  

work was taken to  the Reports O ffice  at a tin e , where the d ipp ing 

and sorting was done, the en tire pro ject lasted sons three months 

and the fin ished produet was then shipped back to  the Washington 

O ffice  and the old papers disposed o f through salvage channels on 

the p ro jec t.

newspaper a regu larly received a t the Report# O ffice  were 

dheoked and clippings pertaining to  WRA or evaeuation sent weekly 

to the Washington Reports D ivision. S tories o f special in terest 

were eenb immediately by a ir  m all.

A fter the announcement o f the l i f t in g  o f the west coast Ex­

clusion Order, the Reports O fficer worked c losely  with the Project
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Director and the Advisory Comltte© on post-exclusion program 

information. The Reports Of f lo o r  moved his o f lo e  to the north 

administration building with Mr • W illis  J • Hanson o f the Relo­

cation Division who was assigned as deputy coordinator to  ass ist 

the Project Director with deta ils  o f the new program• During the 

f i r s t  few months* most of the post-exelusion program information 

appearing in the project newspaper was written  by the Reports 

O fficer under the new set-up* In  addition* special releases were 

prepared and distributed to  key members o f the WRA s ta ff  and to  

evaouee loaders In order that a l l  might be kept fu l ly  informed 

regarding deta ils  o f the revised wra program and the closing o f 

the centers*

One function o f the advisory group was the rooting out o f 

rumors and supplying accurate information to  counteract them. A l­

though many suoh rumors started, quick fact-find ing helped to  

weaken their influence*

Considerable amount o f relocation information was supplied 

as a part o f the post-exclusion program work* Information from 

the west coast was espeotally valuable a t the time* Letters 

from evacuees from this center who returned to  Californ ia were 

very useful in influencing others to  leave the center •

Special mention should be made o f the three Reports O ffice  

Secretaries who assisted the Reports O ffice r* fhoy were Hatsy
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Sato, September, 191& to March, 1&3; Toaoko *atabe, March, 

19U3 to  January, 19hhi and ^ayeko Morlta, January, 1%U to 

Mar oh, 1$4*5* Bach o f thesa g ir ls  was an excellent secretary 

and carried a great deal o f the responsib ility  fo r  the o ff ic e  

work involved* Each l e f t  the Reports O ffice  fo r purposes o f  

relocation*

With no appointed-personnel members o f the Reports O ffice 

other than the Reports O fficer him self, the secretary served 

almost in  the oapaoity o f assistant Reports O ffic e r . Each o f 

the three g ir ls  did her task w ell and re lieved  the Reports 

O fficer o f a great deal o f necessary o f f ic e  work*
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ARTICLE APPEARING IN THE JANUARY 1?, 19£& ROCKY MOUNTAIN MENS
DENVER, COLORADO

'4 written by -

LEE TAILOR CASEY, COLUMNIST AND ASSOCIATED EDITOR OF THE HENS 

CONGRATULATIONS, HR« SAXD1

Sueo Sako, ed itor o f the Granada PIONEER, did a bettor job 

than I  did In  hie column on GOTomor V ivians • attitude toward the 

purchase of Colorado fam e by Americans o f Japanese descent • In 

a pieee I  wrote on that topic a few days ago, I  said that Governor 

V ivian, in  informing petitioners that there was and could be no 

lim itation  on eueh purchases, was constitu tionally oorreet,

lb*. Sako, however, showed more o f  the true jou rna listic  s p ir i t .  

He wont below tho surface to the very heart o f the matter,

"Governor V ivian ," w ritos Mr. Sako in  tho PIONEER, " a t f i r s t  

loudly voiced that i t  is  in v io la tion  o f both state and federa l 

Constitutions to abridge the rights o f  any class o f o ltisen e . But 

an  Friday o f la st weok.• .Governor V ivian began to waver,

"In  fa c t. Go eraer V ivian, in sy ^ a th is in g  with the protestors, 

dropped a hint to  thorn sixmo there are no lega l barriers t e  apply 

to  n isei farmers that another method would be to"hring oonmunlty 

action to mobilise public sentiment and bring pressure against such 

sales•*

"To educate the Colorado public to  hate us Nisei may event* 

ually lead to  physical ham. I t  w i l l  undoubtedly impede the re*
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location program."

Mr# 3 a ko ia  dead r igh t and has called the tarn exactly• 

3ov»rnor V irian In th is instance has been attempting to  play 

t*a ro le  o f  Hr. Iholng-Both-Bhya, quoting the Const!tution and 

W * Right« one moment and the next dropping h in t« that

publio sentiment should be inflamed—*mobil*«d» was h i«  so fter ex-

pression—-so that both Conatitutlon and B i l l  o f Right« should he 

violated#

lhat follows the same lin e as the deadly expression* **&t# 

yes# So-and-So»a a nice fe llow — but." in th is instanoe Governor 

Vivian has used those weasel words--weasels are very much in  the 

n«ars Just now—that, as. Theodore Roosevelt said, suck the meaning 

out o f those words that go before# He poiafcg out the constitutional 

safeguards— and then suggest means o f v io la tin g  them#

Mr» Sako has performed a publio servioo in exposing th is form 

o f du p lic ity . I  congratulate him. I  wish I  had done i t  f i r s t .

In the same issue o f the Granada TXOWSgR are other items that 

bring home to the res t o f us the p ligh t and the courage and loya lty  

o f some o f our fe llo e s—Americans who are in  oiroumstanoes less 

fortunate than ours#

The PIOHBKR is  a mimeographed paper. Just as i t  was when I  

v is ited  the PI0MS8R o ffic e  about press time a year or more ago# 

Id ita r  Sako had hoped to obtain a few fron t» o f hand typa, but had
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to  got along without* The proas» too» is  an old-fashioned» whseiy 

contraption, operated by haodpowor •

The personnel is »  however, a le r t »  hard-working conscientious. 

Their pay ranges from , a top o f |19 a month— that's fo r the e d i t o r -  

through $12 a month fo r  copy-readers and reporters» to  nothing a t 

a l l  fo r  apprentices. le t  there Is  the same seal and ero i t  me nt that 

narks the going-to-preas time of any metropolitan paper*

Sons o f the reporter# would be stare in any company. When Z 

saw the plant» o f the two s ta ff  a r t is ts  one had been with Walt Disney 

fo r  several year# and the work o f the other had been the subject o f 

one-nan shows. The newest cub reporter» a g ir l »  was a concert singer 

who had appeared in  Europe*

The PIONEER s ta ff  covers the oasap in true big-paper fashion» 

with a rep r ts r  fo r every residentia l block and others assigned to  

idle administration building« the hospital and other sources o f spot 

ness*

In the issue in which Mr. Sake*# column on Governor Vivian 

appeared» seme o f the other items are: ,

A Page 1 a r t ic le  on the Fourth Loan drive (The Third Loan drive 

in  the center netted $15»281» or nearly double the orig ina l quota)*

An ed ito r ia l ca llin g  upon a l l  young men to reg is ter promptly 

on th e ir  18th birthday*

An appeal fo r  applications fo r fa r »  work» and another appeal 

fo r  more employees a t the center slaughterhouse •
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An a r t ic le  quoting War Department executives in  praise o f 

the valor and conduct o f Japanese-Americans on the figh tin g front 

in  Ita ly *

In  addition« factual and accurate reports on the l i f e  in the 

center—deaths and b irths« arrests« accounts o f basketball games« 

information in  regard to  tax lev ie s  on Californ ia property*

Despite the material d if f ic u lt ie s «  the PIOWSRR Is an excellen t 

newspaper* And« best o f a l l «  i t  has an ed itor who knows what he 's

about*
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WAR RELOCATION AUTHOR ITT

GRANADA PROJECT

O F F I C E  M E M O R A N D U M

TO* Section and D ivision leads Dates December U# 19b2

FROM* Joe McClelland, Reports O fficer 

SUBJECT* Documentation

Washington Administrative Instruction SO. 56 outlines the 
procedures to  be follwed In the documentation program o f the War 
Relocation Authority. The Reports O ffice has established a Doc­
umentation Section with a s ta ff  o f  evacuees to  bake care o f th is  
work* Members o f th is  s t i f f  w i l l  be ca llin g  on yon from time to  
time in  order to  obtain specific  information fo r  the documentation 
f i l e s *

One phase o f the documentation program deals with speoifio  
Tacts and information fo r  a h is to r ica l report o f a c t iv it ie s *  la  
addition to  th is speoifio  information, we are asked to  record some­
what in  deta ils  such things as attitudes# impressions# changes ia  
habits# etc*

Of course# our regular weekly# monthly# and quarterly reports 
w i l l  supply part o f the detailed information needed* However# 
your cooperation is  asked ia  obtaining further information for spec­
ia l  studies# reports# etc*

In order that i t  w i l l  be quite d e a r  why we are assembling 
this information, I  quote from Administrative Instruction No# 56 
as fo llow s*

" Purposes o f Documentation

The aims o f the documentation o f the WRA program may be daisa ifled  
in to  s ix  mala categories*

A* As a guide to project and national administration*
B* For the exchange o f knowledge between project#•
C* To provide data for reporting to  Congress and the President*
D* To provide data fo r educating the publio In regard to  the 

WRA program*
l :* To provide data for socia l research.
F* To provide records fo r  the National Archives."



O F F I C I  K I K O l i l O C M  
(continuad)

Wo aro not aaking that /ou lueur additional werk in  Order 
to  aoo empii eh thè dociawmtation job* M@mbars o f documentation 
« t a f f  « i l i  do any copying or speeial w riting that i «  neoessary» 
Eowever, at varions times thoy w i l l  need aoeoss to  notaria l yon 
h&TO in  ordor that copias oan be nade»

A l l  the documentation material w i l l  be sont  dirent to  the 
WaAington O ffice under Project Director Lindloy*s signature« 
and eaoh separate itane w i l l  be stampati ae shown a t thè botto » 
o f th is  page« Eaoh nenber o f the Doouaentation Section o f the Re­
ports O ffice  w i l l  carry a Ie tta r o f Id en tifica tion  signad by the 
Reports O ffioer «howing that he or ehe le  authorlsed to  do tàie 
documentation werk»

Tour coopération in  the doouaentation program i s # o f oourse« 
essential to  ìts  suecass. Wo hopa that our reports w i l l  more than 
neet the requirementa o f the Washington O ffice and that we nay 
present a true and aoeurate pleture of Tarions aspects o f the re lo ­
cation program at AaWeke»

(Signad) Joe KotI e l la cd
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GRANADA RELOCATION G&BTER

December $» 191*2

Despit« rumors to  tha contrary, residents a t tho Japanese 

Relocation Cantor near Lamar, Colorado» arc coop lying with pres- 

ant and proaad food rationing programs» Project Director Jamas 

0* Lindlay declared today*

Total meat consumption at the Granada Relocation Cantor Is  

Isss than 2& pounds per person per week—-tbs suggested ra tion ­

ing allotment» Lindlay said* "Residents hare never received over 

one-fifth  o f a pound o f bason in  a week» and many weeks they get 

none* Coffee is  served onoe d a ily  to  adults* Sugar rationing 

quotas ere s t r ic t ly  adhered t o .  The consumption o f both tread and 

butter is  less than the average outside the center •*

A l l  food served in the cen ter's  89 mess h a lls  is  purchased 

through the Aimy Quartermaster Corps» meats» fru its  and vegetables 

in  Denver and canned goods and staples in  Sanaas C ity* Accord­

ing to  William W ells» ch ief pro ject steward» main itsms ars cab­

bage» carrots, rutabagas, squash» onions» potatoes» r lo e  and suats* 

Standard menus are followed in  each mess h a ll and the to ta l feed 

cost per person psr day has been kept w ell below the 50 cent maxi-
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won allowance, he said*

A. typ ica l menu a t the center la  aa f o i l  are t Breakfast—  

stewed prunes, oorn-moal mush, 1  boiled egg, toast, co ffee , s i lk  

or ease ( fo r  ch ildren); Lunch— Hew England Boiled dinner (corned 

beef or sa lt perk, carrots, potatoes, turnips, cabbage)„  bread- 

ouetard pudding, bread, butter, tea or milk; Supper—Suklyaki ( 

beef and vegetables) ,  browned parsnips, steamed r is e , Japanese 

ploklee (radishes, cabbage, and turnips), tea or milk*
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ftáÉÍ§?Î  ̂ I ili^ f̂eéüi: ll̂ iflsifell̂ p rafal

*F

»SPORTS OFFICE 
t r  cm

,v fmASAOâ RELOCATIO* CERTES

E a re h , X$tó

On* hundred and forty-three da panose Americans A*obs the 

Granada Relocation Cantar asar Lanar, Colorado, bave enliated 

la  tito ü. 3« Amor, damos G* Llndley, projeot d irector, annona* 

oed today.

Qf these, 12i* eoon w lU  begin training in  a apeóla I  b «h  

bat unit reeently announoed by the A rw y .' The other 19 en listed  

le s t  Deoember and bave been in  tra in ing a t Camp Sa'rage, itinn., 

sinoe that time*

Tht regular en listaeat program fo r Amerleans o f dipanate 

extraction mas announoed by Secreta ry ©f War S tima on on Jfcnuary 

and began a t the Grenade R©location Center on February 10, 

with an Anay reeru iting team in charge, The to ta l enllstment 

is  about 11 per oent o f the m ie  population o f  the conter be- 

tween the ages o f 17 and 3$•

A»ong the v o lu n té is  are 15 m rrled  mon, 8 o f ehm  hase 

ohildren. Porty-one o f the en lísteos bave attended co llege , ia *  

oluding 12 graduâtes* The average age is  23 years* Inoluded 

are 8 members o f  the Granada Center f irn  department and thè ed­

ito r  o f  the neespaper* There are 76 Protestants, 6 Catbollos, 

and 17 Buddhists ln the group.



"We a l l  a re  proud o f  th e  men from t h i s  cen ter who have

jo in e d  w ith  oth er Am erican c i t i z e n s  t o  f i g h t  fo r  t h e i r  co u n try

We know t h e y  w i l l  do t h e i r  v e r y  beet I n  th e g re a t  s tru g g le  fo r

Lind le y  sa y s



SAKPLE CF PRESS RELEASE SEHT OUT 

by

REPORTS OFFICI 

fr o *

m m  RELOCATION CERTSR

July 2U# 19ii3

In an e f fo r t  to  put «  War Savings Stamp Book ln  r n r y  

home in  the Granada Japanese Relocation Center near lanar* 

the Blue Star Mothers* a group composed o f aethers who have 

sons In the G# 8# Amy* sold 15*535 10-cent War Savings Stamps 

daring a one-week drive recently#

In a contest held In conjunction with the drive* fourteen* 

months old Howard One* won the f i r s t  prise o f $100 in  war bonds# 

A lleen  Tamaguchi, 8 year old, won the second prise o f |50* while 

a $25 ear bond went to  Harry Kuwahara* recent Amy volunteer#



SAMPLE OF PRESS RELEASE SEHT OUT 

by

REPORTS OFFICE 

from

GRANADA RELOCATION CENTER

August 19* 19U3

Eighty Boy Scouts from the relocation center here w i l l
i ‘ ’ ‘ • , p * V fpwlf v * *>*.*■ ' * fflSfflira rti "t** ’ jjs t' p || §|| / | 1 f| ||||? j » |i |̂|; y& v

combine business with pleasure during the next ten days while 

on a working-vacation tr ip  to Banco s, Colorado

Project Director dames 0* Lindlay announces that the boys* 

ranging in ago from li* to  19* w i l l  help dismantle an old CGC 

osap 30 miles west o f Durango* The buildings, which were b u ilt 

in  sections, were recently acquired by the WRA center * They 

w i l l  be taken apart* section by sootion* and brought to  

to  bo reass sab led fo r  use on the projeot*

*The Boy Soouts w i l l  bo o f valuable assistance to  us in  the 

work a t the CCC camp*” Lindley says * "They w i l l  work in teems 

and w i l l  have through guidance and train ing to  avoid accidents«

The boys are anxious to  do their b it  in supplying needed man* 

power* and we hope they a lso w i l l  find time fo r  some relaxation 

in  the mountain area near the camp. They have worked hard a i l  

year a t the Center and we knew they w i l l  earn their leisure hours." 

The Amaohe Boy Soouts w i l l  be accompanied by 6  adult troop

loaders, including Edward Tokunaga, scout commissioner. Mr. and
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Mrs. 0« V. G r iff ith  o f the Amache aohool system w i l l  aoocmpany 

the boys to  Manco*• C. H. Shrader» motor-pool supervisor» w i l l  

be in charge o f the work a t  the camp* Dr. fadashi Fujjimoto o f  

the Amache hospital w i l l  look a fte r  the boys* health needs«

Bo wages w i l l  be paid the boys fo r  the work a t the oarnp» 

their only remuneration being the opportunity fo r  a camping 

tr ip  away from the relooation oonfcer •

Lind ley  a lso aim ounces that on August 29» a fte r  the Boy 

Soouts have returned to the relocation  center » $6 Future Farmers 

o f America from Amache w i l l  go to  the CGC camp to  continue the 

work-vacation program* Later a regular adult work crew w i l l  com­

p le te  the Job*



SAMPLE OP PRESS RELEASE SEHT OUT

*or

REPORTS OFFICE 

IV « l

ORAKADA RELOCATION CENTER

A ugust 2 1 ,  1 & 3

Only 1 0 5  o f  the 6 ,7 0 0  evacuo©s &t th e  Granada R e lo c a tio n  

Contar « r i l l  be a a st to  the Tu la Laie» se g ro g a tio n  ca n ta r an  

September 1 5 ,  P r o je c t  D ire c to r James G . L in d la y  announcod to ~  

d a y . A l l  o f  t h i s  g rò  p bave asked f a r  r e p a t r ia t io n  or a n a t r i *  

a t io n  t o  ¿ap an , or hava baan found not lo y a l  to  th e United  

S t a t e s «  A t  thè T u ie 'L a k e  ca n ta r in  no rth arn  C a l i f o r n ia ,  th e y  

v i l i  bave no la a v a  P r i v i le g e s  and v i l i  rema in  w ith in  th è  ca n ta r  

f a r  th e  d u ratio n  o f  th a  war i f  not r e p a t r ia t e d  to  «kpan e a r l i e r .

L in d la y  s ta ta d  th a t some o tb e r Amache re s id e n te  probat l y  

w i l l  be seist to  tha s e g r e g a t ion ca n ta r l a t e r ,  an th è b a s ic  o f  

l e a v a -cle a ra n c e  H earings •  When thè program 1 s  oom pletcd, a l l  

persona o f  «Jhpanast e x tr a o tio n  rem alning in  r e  lo c a t io n  o en te rs  

v i l i  be e l l g l b l e  f o r  le a v e  to  ob t a l  n jo b s throughoüb th e m iddle  

w e st and a a s t«  A U  fchòto n ot e l l g l b l e  f o r  le a v a  v i l i  be ha Id  a t  

the T u la Lake Cen ter«

Major e f f o r t s  o f th a  Granada oanter w i l l  be d lr a c ta d  tow&rd 

the re lo o a tlo n  o f  Jap an ese Am ericane in to  Xabor-eher ta g e  a ra a e  

vh ere  th e y  a a y  do t h a lr  p a r t  ln  h e lp in g  supp l y  naadad a a n p o ve r, 

L ia d la y  e a ld «



SAMPLE OF PRESS RELEASE 8BHT OUT
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REPORTS OFFICE 

fr o *

ORAHADA RELOCATION CEHTER

June 10, X9U3

A thousand bushels o f spinach grown by Japanese-AAerioan 

farmers at the Granada Relocation Center near Lenar# Colorado# 

ie  being shipped today to  Uhole San’ s k ra y  through the Amy 

Quarters*ster Corpe, announces denes 0 . Lindley, project d irector 

fo r  the WRA center*

In addition to  the anount to be used by the Amy# 600 bushels 

are being sent to  the Colorado River Relocation Center a t Poston# 

Arisona • According to  Lindley, the spinach is  surplus produced 

on the project farm* Because canning equipment has not yet arrived 

a t the Granada center# the surplus spinach Is being disposed o f  

in  other «ays*

Food produced at the Granada Center ord inarily  w i l l  be ueed 

fo r  subsistence o f the evacuees there# Undlcy said# but «hen 

surpluses cannot be canned on the project they «11 be aade a va il­

able to  other centers or to  the Amy*

"With the nation’ s vegetable crop below la s t year’ s#* Lindley 

abated# *we are going to  make uee o f  every bushel o f every crop pro­

duced a t the WRA project center Thus* We hope to have our ng
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plant in  operation in  «July so that we w i l l  be able to  preserve 

our surpluses here on the project fo r  use during the f a l l  and 

winter* Sot only is  the Gram da Relocation Center s t r ic t ly  

rationed* but we must produce a large share of our own food on 

the oemter’ s farm* This is  being done a t low cost*”

The spinach — - 1U acres o f i t  •— is  in  excellent condition* 

reports the ch ie f o f the w ig farm at Granada* John S* Spencer* I t  

w i l l  be shipped to  pueblo by truck and load there fo r  shipment to 

Fort Worth* Texas* The shipment to Postern.» Arisons» w i l l  be ieed 

in  ears at Granada and shipped by r a i l »
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GRASABA RELOCATION CENTER

AMACHE, COLORADO * D ec• 18, 19iiU -  The f i r s t  evacuee fa m ily  

S t  the Or ana da R e lo ca tio n  Cen ter h ere to  re q u e st le a v e  t o  r e ­

tu rn  to  C a lifo r n ia  s in c e  th e  announcement th a t  th e  e x c lu s io n  

o rd er v i l i  be l i f t e d  i s  M r. and Mrs* Sa to ru  p o i and son 3 u a io # 

announced P r o je c t  D ire c to r  James 9 .  Lind I c y  to d ay *

The Doi family owns a farm sear Auburn, Californ ia* Their 

present tenant on the farm is  on a month- to-month lease basis and 

w i l l  move before th e ir  return* They plan to  leave Ama òhe January 

21, the f i r s t  day return to  the West Coast is  permitted*

Two members o f the Doi family are in  the 0. S. Army— Shig 

overseas and Carl a t Fort Swelling, Kiss* A married daughter re *  

located to  Wm York seme time age and m ill not return to  California 

the fam ily said*

Pour other Amache fam ilies requested regular leave to  points 

east, stating they did not wish to  return to  CaUfernia* The ma­

jo r it y  o f the residents o f  the center had l i t t l e  to  say about the 

rsrnoml o f west-ooast restric tion s other than that they were glad 

the lim itations had been eliminated*
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Li Ad ley  stated that most o f the six thousand residents w i l l  

he permitted to  leave the center a t any time a fte r  January 20 #

19U5# under an orderly movement plan now being put into operation* 

A few w i l l  be given individual res tric tion  orders by the Army 

that w i l l  prohibit th e ir  entering either the west-coast or east- 

coast defense sonee* Two-thirds o f  the Amaohe residents are United 

States c itizen s, Lind ley  said*

A revised program fo r  the m r  Relocation Authority announced 

by D illon S* Myor, national director* ca lls  fo r  the closing o f a l l  

oontsrs within one year a fte r  January 2* 19U5 * No information is  

ava ilab le concerning the date the Granada Center w i l l  be closed* 

but i t  w i l l  remain open a t least six  months and possibly longsr# 

Lindley stated*
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Amache, C o l o l e  and f ie ld  crops and livestock products 

valued a t $290*571 were produced on the Granada Relocation Center 

farm during I 9I4U# Project Director dames 0* Lind ley  reported to* 

day*

A to ta l o f 2*301#i+90 pounds of vegetable crops wore grown,

Lind ley  said* Their to ta l value was more than $86*000« f^e vege* 

tables were consumed by residents o f the pro ject, «hipped to other 

relocation  centers, or stored fo r winter use*

According to  John 1« Spencer, superintendent o f the WRA pro* 

Joet farm, production o f vegetable orops has been exceptionally 

good. Twenty-five acres o f tomatoes yielded 172,271 pounds; 50 

aores of potatoes produced 14-90, II4I4. pounds; I4. acres of celery 

yielded ll* l,l|50 pounds; 12 acres o f carrots brought in 176,230 

pounds; and 30 aeros o f onions produced 887,290 pounds*

Vegetable growing o ffers  considerable future opportunity 

to farmers o f th is  area, Spencer said, i f  proper va r ie tie s , fo r t*  

i l i t e r s ,  and cultural methods are used« Xatahdin potatoes, a 

la te  va r ie ty , yielded best o f a l l  v a r ie tie s  grown, he stated*



nThe success Achieved in  vegetable production on our farm

w&s possible largely because of the a b il ity  o f evacuee farmers who 

have had past experience with these crops** Spencer declared«

F ie ld  crops grown during the year were valued at $59*000, 

and livestock products at $12+5*252« The 6*000 residents a t the 

center were furnished 9U* head o f beef ca tt le , 1,681 head o f 

hogs, and 13#752 chickens fo r  the year. Regular rationing re s tr ic t­

ions were in e ffe c t  on center-produced food, Lindley stated*

Lind ley  a lso announced that the Granada Center w i l l  not con­

tinue farming operations during 191+5 because o f the revised WRk 

program which ca lls  for the dosing o f a l l  centers during the 

year« The Granada project farm land, he said, has already been 

declared surplus to  WRk needs and i t  is  anticipated that seme other 

Federal Agency w i l l  be responsible for either leasing or se llin g  i t «  

Ho other information is  availab le at the present time regarding dis­

position o f the farm land, but the Granada project w i l l  not handle i t  

Lind ley declared*

F ie ld  crop produotion fo r  the year was as follows t

Wheat— — ——
at* . ven

b u . % 
b u . ©

w-i—
— i.u ,ypu

<—Wjf ..
Mi le------------- ------ ----i*,020

--------—2,850
---------- 1*05

Dll e ®
b u . *  
to n s 6  
tons # 
to n s 6

S i la g e — — — ' 
Sorghum Fodder— —

YIELD TALUS
1*20----- — $ 7*05$ «60

•80-?— 8,280*00 
5*792.00

l.UO--------  k ,020.00
12.00-------— 13,872.00
6.00---------  17,160.00
7.00--------- 2*835.00

Total r 39*0H+«00



PRESS REPRESENT AY IVES VISITING AKA. CHE

NAME REPRESENTING ARRIVED DEPARTED

Mr . H* A* Davis 
Hr. Rota Thompson

Nowaday, Hew York 
Lamar Daily Haws

9A/i2
9/16A2

9A A 2
9A 7A 2

Mr* I*  G. Kinghorn 

Mr* V ictor Eton

Colorado State Col» 
ege Editorial Service 
F t. Collins, Colo. 
W.Y. Herald Tribune

10AA2

io/YA2

10A A 2

10/8A 2
Ur* Lee Casey Rocky Mountain News 

Denver
11/17/5.2 11/18A 2

1ft** Rost Thompson Lamar Daily Sews 12AA2 12AA2

Mr . Frank S . Noag 
Hr• B. 1. Edwards 
Mr• T. M. Metiger 
Mr• L e if  Erickson 
Mr* E. 0« Eisehand

Pueblo Chieftain, Pueblo 
Paramount Neva, Denver 
Associated Preee«Denver 
Associated Press«Denver 
Denver Post, Denver

1A8A5
2/1/13
2 A A 3
2 A A 3
2/9A3

1/29A3
2/9A3

2 / W
2/IOA3

Mr* Charles Graham 
Mr. Frank Bauman 
Hr. Bradford Smith

Kansas C ity Star 
Look Hagasime— New York 
OVZ, Washington, D.C.

M SA3 
V 19A 3 
M3 lA 3

M s a ?
U/20A5
M 31A3

Mr. Robert Grow OKI, Chisago, I l l in o is 5/22A3 V<2Vii3

Hr. Francis Price 
Hr. Clyde E. M offitt

KFKA, Greeley, Cole. 
Express Courier, Ft* 
Collins, Colo

6 A 0 A 3
6/30A3

7A A 3
7 A A 3

Hr« B i l l  Wiseman 
Hr. David Clark

Hr. J. Harold Cowan 
Hr. Wally Reef 
Hr. Rex Brown 
Mr. L . Carter Xaanta 
Mr. E. B. Garnett 
Hr • G• X. Hunsley 
Mr. R. K. Welch 
Hr. Geo. F. Williams

Hr* A . S. Pride

WOW, Omaha, Nebr• 
Gasette A Telegraph 
Colorado Springs, Colo 
Omaha World-Herald 
KPEL, Denver 
EDA# Denver 
Denver Monitor 
Kansas C ity Star 
Albuquerque Journal 
Kit Carson Herald,Cole 
The Ledger-News 
Antonito, Colo 
Lamar Daily Hews

7/ lA 3
7 A A 3

7/1A3 
7 A A 3  
7 A A 3  
7/1A3 
7 A A 3

7 A A 3

7 A A 3

7 A A 3  
7/2A3

7A A 3 
7 A A 3  
7 A A 3  
7/2A3
7/2A 3
7/2/Ui
7 A A 3
7 A A 3

7 A A 3



9
9

9

PRESS REPRESB1TATIVES VISITING AKACEE 
(CONfi'iUSD'J

TSTAliK

• J . W. Payne
• C. E. Buhrer
• Ralph Myers

M r. R obert G eiger 

M r. I *  C . Brenner

Mr* W* 8* Stegner 
M r. D. Brooke McKinnon

Hr* H. A* Davis

ARRIVED

Newspaper ,Perryton,Texas Q/3/k3 
Ifew spaper # Johnston , Sanaa 8 8/3/li3
International leva Service 8/28/1*3 
Denver

Associated Press,Denver 11/18/U3

McNaugert Syndicate Inc* 
lew fork  C ity , H.T.

Look, In * ,lev  York 9/kA h
ONI, San Francisco 9/6/lfa.

Rev York, lev  York 10/^oAU

DEPARTED

8/3A 3 
8/3A 5 
8/28A3

11A 8A 3

5A6/1|U

9AAU9/6/UU

10/30M



CONTINUATION O?

REPOSTS OFFICE FINAL REPOST 

GRANADA RELOCATION CERTES

April 16, I9h5 to  December ii*# 19li5

M elvin P . McGovern, A c tin g  R eports O ff le e r  

WAS RELOCATION AUTHORITY, DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR



GRARIDA RELOCATION CENTER 

REPORTS OFFICE FINAL REPORT 
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-  Melvin P. McGovern -  

Aoting Reports O fficer

FOREWORD

On A pril 5* 19U5# 0« Dale Cooley, ed itor and publisher 

o f  the LOOS LEADER, Lira on, Colorado, was appointed Reports 

Of f le e r  fo r  Amaohe, 1Cr* Cooley held the position u n til A p ril 

21, when he was forced to  return to Llmon as he was unable to  

dispose o f h is newspaper there* A fter Mr* Cooley's termination, 

the o ff ic e  was vacant u n til May 17, when Mr* Russell Banks on 

was detailed to Aaabhe from the Washington o ff ic e  until a Re­

ports O fficer could be assigned here • M r . Bankson stayed un­

t i l  May 26, when he was reca lled  to  Washington. Mr* Melvin P. 

McGovern was transferred from the Education Department on dune 

1, 19U5* os Acting Reports O ff leer* Mrs. Margaret L . Hope ra ft 

was detailed from the Education Department to  assists in  the Re­

ports O ffice on July 15*

PROJECT NEWSPAPER

There have been no changes in the ed ito r ia l s ta ff  to the 

Granada PIONEER since A p r il, 19U5* but, due to  relocation, the 

turnover o f other s ta ff  workers and teohnlolans increased con-
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siderably the la s t three months* Since many o f the members 

were high school students» lacking in  experience and incentive, 

who merely wished to earn a few dollars before re locating, i t  

beoame increasingly d i f f ic u lt  to smintaln an e f f ic ie n t  s ta f f ,  

Much o f the former sp ir it  o f good fellowship and loya lty  was 

lo s t in such a set-up* However, the paper continued to  be pub-
. Se/rMSJii
lished twice a week until Jt^guet 8* The fin a l ed ition  was prin­

ted a week la te r , on September 15* By that time the PIONEBR was 

down to  a single person, the ed ito r, assisted by volunteers who 

dropped In fo r  an hour or two as they found time* The Reports 

O ffice  f e l t  that the paper should have been discontinued at an 

ea r lie r  date* i f  the s ta f f  had known the d i f f ic u lt ie s  involved 

in  getting out the last editions* The fin a l issue, a 12-page 

number, osae out as scheduled, however, and was delivered pere 

sonally to  the various blocks by the Reports O fficer*

The same p o lic ies  were followed during th is period as set 

forth  by WRk and outlined in  Mr * McClelland's report, with con­

tinued emphasis on the relocation  porgram* In the la st few edi­

tions much o f the material was prepared by the Reports O ffloe— 

as high as in  some issues* This was due, not only to the 

insu ffic ien t number o f reporters fo r  adequate coverage, but 

also beoause i t  was f e l t  that the relocation program was not 

being given proper support by the newspaper s ta f f .

We had greater confidence in the Japanese section during 

these la s t months, as Mr• Ich iro Konno, a former newspaper man
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from Honolulu« was particu larly inter s ited  in constructive 

community projects* For example* he was instrumental in ra is­

ing funds fo r  a granite memorial for those who had died in  

camp and were buried here* An instance illu s tra tin g  Mr* Konno*s 

co-operativeness occurred during August when the shortage o f 

help in the mess halls brought forth  insistent ca lls  fo r  volun­

teers* A number of our more prominent residents f e l t  they should® 

shouldn’ t  stoop to such menial tasks* Mr* Knoon, a fte r  working 

a l l  week on the paper* spent an entire Sunday working in a mess 

h a ll*  Then he wrote a feature story fo r the Japanese section 

to  show what an in teresting and worthwhile experience i t  could 

be* This brought the desired re suit—enough volunteers to  

carry on*

Mr* Konnof s in terest thus appeared quite in  contrast to  

the negative attitude o f Hoy Yoshida* the ed itor o f the English 

section* who seemed at times to  go out o f his way to  play up the 

unpleasant features o f the WHA program* I t  must be said in a l l  

ju stice  to Mr* Toshida* however* that he to iled  most d ilig en tly  

fo r  the paper and probably put in  more hours and worked harder 

than any other evacuee employee on the project*

The Japanese sections was discontinued on August 25« when 

Mr. Konno returned to Hawaii and Mr. Yutaka Kubota* the ch ief 

translator* relocated to Los Angeles* The fin a l English ed i­

tion* as stated above* was published on September 15» 1945*
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A special Memorial Day issue was printed and a supple* 

meat containing the names o f  Am&che servicemen• An EXTRA on 

July 12th announced the closing date fo r  the Granada Project 

as Ootober 15th •

the PIONEER s ta ff  sponsored a Vise! benefit entertainment 

early  in  June* "Vanities o f 19i*5"# which netted flOOfor the 

Amaohe Scholarship Fund«

two supplements to  the PIONEER, prepared by the Reports 

O ffice* were published during th is  period« One* printed Aug­

ust 8* gave information about California hostelsj the other# 

published August 11* was a Student Relocation Bulletin «

OTHER CENTER INFORMATION

Block Distribution

Relocation material continued to  be distributed by 

tide Reports O fflee* Large enough quantities were sometimes re* 

ceived fr om  area o ffic es  to supply eaoh apartment with a copyj 

at other times* material was divided among the blocks fo r d ls* 

tribute on by the managers as they wished or was placed a t ad* 

vantageous spots throughout the center• A fter the closing o f 

tile projeot newspaper* special announcements and bulletins were 

prepared by the Reports Of f lo e  and taken to  the block managers 

to be read in mess halls or to be distributed individually to 

t^e residents,« The Reports O fficer made himself responsible fo r  

the prompt and efVestlve distribution  o f a l l  such notices* which
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be cam« one o f his more important duties towards the closing 

o f the center when p ractica lly  a l l  evacuees* plans fo r  re* 

settlement were completed*

The Reports O fficer a lso distributed to  block managers 

weekly SNAPS and other current informational material other 

tfc&n WRA, when suoh was f e l t  to be o f  value in  informing or get­

ting residents interested in outside events*

Posters and Pictures

Posters were made of relocation  material dis­

played to advantage and posted on bu lletin  boards in o ff ic e s »  

mess h a lls , recreation buildings, and the Co-Op, A d e fin ite  

need fo r  more e ffe c t iv e  use o f pick-up material on relocation  

coming into the center was f e l t  as pamphlets and booklets l e f t  

a t block managers* o ffic es  and elsewhere were accumulating and 

few were being used« Sections of pamphlets were out out and 

mounted in  an a ttractive  manner on large sh e e ts  o f colored paper» 

while oopies o f the lite ra tu re  th is displayed were placed nearby* 

Cheok-ups showed that macy who stopped to look a t the posters 

picked up the pamphlets and carried them home*

The large 11x11* pictures sent out b y  the Denver Photographic 

Unit were rotated throughout tho mess h a lls , oaeh group o f about 

20 being l e f t  a week in one place • Wherever a person was pictured 

who had located from Am&ohe, that fast was blue-pencilled under 

the photograph« Many comments were overheard on the sueoessful
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relocation of neighbors* I t  was f e l t  that evacuees, seeing 

some o f the ir friends happily located outsidd* f e l t  a l i t t l e  

ashamed that they had not made the break themselves and gained 

a greater confidence in the ir own a b ility  to  go and do likew ise* 

This was especia lly  true among the Issei as we tr ied  to  play up 

a l l  pictures o f relocated Isse i front our center•

Relocation Moving Pictures

Relocation movie shorts were run as part o f the reg* 

ular film  program* as th is proved to  be a better system than 

having a special night set apart fo r  them* The attendance a t 

three special shows o f straight relocation pictures was very 

small* whereas the Regular movies had a weekly average attend* 

anoe o f 3*000* Hence, i t  was f e l t  that by inserting the re lo* 

cation films between regu larly advertised Hollywwod features* 

many more residents were reached* I t  would be d i f f ic u lt ,  how* 

ever* to  judge the effectiveness o f relocation  film s on the 

whole relocation program*

PUBLIC HELATIOBS
The Reports O ffice continued to  sand out newspaper releases 

on relocation and items about the closing o f the center* Mr*

8* B* Garnett, special w riter fo r the KANSAS CITY STAR, who had 

w ritten  a feature story on Arnache shortly a fte r  the center was 

opened, returned to  gather material fo r  an a r t ic le  on it s  cloe* 

ing*
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Kodachrome slides o f the center were furnished to  c iv ic  

and church groups« There were usually forwarded through the 

Relocation O ffice  o f the area from which the requests for such 

slides came* Prom follow-up le tte rs  and inquiries i t  was f e l t  

that th is was a good public relations angle as i t  helped to g ive 

the public a better view and understanding o f the WRA program* 

Packets o f selected material were sent to  colleges# c iv ic  

groups# and other interested organisations that requested in for­

mation about the center or the relocation  program*

The Reports O ffice  collaborated with hr* Eaton o f the Russell 

Sage Foundation in his study o f center arts and crafts# providing 

a number o f photographic prints fo r  his use#

CLOSIRG PROCEDURES

The Reports O ffice assisted in the Relocation program fo r 

several weeks prior to the ©losing o f the center by cheeking 

families# helping with evacuee property# etc* A fter the news*» 

paper eeased publication and terminations came th ick and fa s t , 

i t  was extremely d i f f ic u lt  to  distribute any type o f informational 

material# As the block managers and other responsible residents 

l e f t  the center# important information and announcements were die«» 

tributed to the chiefs o f the few mess ha lls  remaining open#

These were read to the people at meal time and then posted in  the 

mess h a lls*



Miss Sally  Brown was detailed from, the Washington o ffie e  

to  overlook the situation and give the other centers a good 

picture o f Amache's closing and i t s  problems* She prepared a 

series o f releases fo r the other projects during the last days 

o f Amaohe* the f i r s t  oenter to be closed* Mr* Hikaru Xwasaki* 

photographer from the Denver WRA Photographic Unit, made a pic* 

to r ia l recrod o f the closing of the oenter• The Reports O ffice 

a lso prepared some wire and press releases fo r  loea l papers*

I t  is  in teresting to note that p ractioa lly  a l l  important Colo* 

rado papers gave coverage to the dosing o f the Granada Pro­

je c t  •

A fter the o f f ic ia l  elosing of the center* the Reports 

O fficer was given the responsib ility o f assembling and shipping 

Amaehe records and other material to  the University o f C a lif* 

ornia at Berkeley* according to orders from Washington* ffcote- 

graphs were sent to the Washington o ffie e  o f the WRA* The Re* 

ports O ffice a lso assisted in  preparing material and in  the w rit­

ing o f fin a l reports fe r  a number o f d ivis ion  and section heads*

mm  ■ ( ? .





GSAJJADA PIONEER STAFF 
(Wor leers as o f August 19# 191*5)

SAMS

1 .  Tosh i d * ,  Roy-------- -— ----- ----- — E d it  or------------— — — -----— 1 6 9 1 2  1Q H -11B

2 . A r i l ,  Takashi Jos— Mimeograph Operator— — 10319—'7B-2A

3« Asakawa, Allan---------------- —Reporter---------- --------— lli^ ]*—10g-8D

1*. Earaakawa, Mojiro Charlie—— Japanese Stencil Cutter— 11852—6F-11B

5* K a sa i, Aiko-— -----— -------------- - A r t i s t -------— ------------ -12691*— 11F-2C

6* Xawaaiura, Johnny-———— —-Stencil Cutter— ———103Q3—7K-8C

7* Konno, Ichiro— ----- --------— Japanese Section Editor— 17018—6g-3A

8* Kubota, Yu taka----- --------— -Translator--------- ------- — 15796—7K-8B

9* Miyahara, Ben-------------------- Reporter----------- ------------17179--9L-2B

10 * Rishikawa, Mai t i e ---------------Clerk-Typist-------- —  — 1?605—8S-12g

11# Okida, Florence-----—— - — -Typist-Stencil Cutter-—-11*637— 11G-8D

12, Takayama, Mary— ------ ---------A rtist-C lerk -——— — - I 658I  12G-12D

13* Yagi, Helen--------- *------- ---- -Clerk-Typist—  ----- --------17125—7F-7EF



SAMPLE PRESS RELEASE ON CLOSING OF PROJECT NEWSPAPER

AHA SHE, COLO. September U, 19U5™The GRANADA PIONEER t* signing 

*30* • Since the f i r s t  issue o f October 18, 19L|2, th is  short­

lived  l i t t l e  b i—weekly newspape^-hes served the community o f ap­

proximately 6000 residents o f the WRA camp o f Amache, Colorado* 

fo r  about three years*

With an average circu lation  of 35^0 the mimeographed sheet 

of 6 to 10 pages was for many fam ilies o f the Center the only 

newspaper read* I t  contained no advertising, was distributed 

flree* and carried as much concise news, world and lo ca l; as it s  

pages could hold«

In it s  short l i f e  i t  probably had more editors (6 in a l l ) *  

who worked harder for less pay ($19 a month) than any other news­

paper in the country* There ware a few "names" on the s ta ff*  in ­

cluding two a rt is ts  who worked a t the Disney studios before being 

evacuated to Amache, but most o f the PIONEER workers started out 

as non—paid inexperienoed apprentices who worked their way up to  

reporters and copy readers at $12 a month as fast as other s ta ff 

members relocated*

The Granada WRA Project a t Amache is  scheduled to be closed 

by October 15s the residents s t i l l  remaining are busy making plans 

to make a fresh start in l i f e  in normal American communities; the 

depleted TlomSB. s ta ff la no longer able to  function* Hence, the 

fin a l ed ition  is  slated fo r  September 15# according to  an announce­

ment by the Projeot D irector* James G* Lind ley*



SAMPL3 PRESS RELEASE OH SPECIAL TRAIHS

AMACHE, Colo. Oct. 2— -A special train  consisting o f 10 chair 

coaches, 2 pullmans, and 2 baggage oars l e f t  the Granada r a i l*  

road station th is  evening at 3 *15* carrying 600 former residents 

o f Asaohe, War Relocation Center, "back to California •* Most o f 

the evacuees, among whom were a few Hisei servicemen on furlough 

t© assist their parents in resettlement, were returning to  their 

former homes* The two pullmans were a llo tted  fo r in va lids, the 

aged, and women with small infants* Among those who l e f t ,  11*9 

were returning to  Los Angeles, 87 to  Saoramento, and 61* to Sebas­

topol# Other destinations were Colusa, Fresno, Long Beach, San 

Francisco, Walnut Grove, and Tuba City*



SAMPLE OP PRESS RELEASE OR. CLOSING OF CENTER

AMACHB, Colo. Oot. 15— Today Colorado adds another to 

it s  l i s t  o f "ghost towns" —that o f Amaehe, the War R®location 

Center 17 miles east o f Lamar. The last remaining residents« 

a group o f 8^« l e f t  th is morning from the Granada station« 

hound for Sacramento« Californ ia« and other nearby points* A l l  

the former inhabitants o f  Amaehe were persons o f Japanese an­

cestry who were evacuated from their West Coast horns under an 

emergency war measure in  the spring o f 19i|2--about two-thirds 

o f them American-born citizens or N ise i.

At the peak o f i t s  population« October 19142« an o f f ic ia l  

census showed 7567 residents in  the new town. How« three years 

la te r « there are none. A ll the evacuees have either resettled  

in other parts o f the eountry or have gone back to  their former 

homes since the l i f t in g  o f the exclusion ban on January 2« 19U5*

The new town was called "Amaehe" in  honor o f the Indian 

princess who married John Prowers« the man fo r  whom Prowers 

County is  named. I t  sprang up as quickly as i t  has been vacated« 

destined from the start to  be a temporary community. Army engl- 

near a began construction o f the rude barracks on June 29« 19U2 •

Built on the pattern o f an army camp w ithin a square mile barbed- 

wire enclosure« 30 blocks o f 12 barracks each were erected« the 

residence barracks divided into six one-room apartments o f vary­

ing s ixes. Thee# single rooms provided with army eots« blankets« 

and iron stoves became the liv in g  quarters o f the evacuee fam ilies .



-  2 -

When the War Relocation Authority was established, the 

army turned over the unfinished barracks to the WRA* and the 

f i r s t  contingent o f 212 evacuees arrived fr o «  the K^roed As-» 

sembly Center on August 27, 19l£ , to help prepare the camp for 

those to  fe llo e *  During September and October 1|U9£ ©ame f r o m  

Merced and 3075 f r o »  the Santa Anita Assembly Center* Gradually 

the camp took on the aspects o f a small-sized c ity *  Each block 

was supplied with a community laundry room, showers* and mess 

h a ll*  Hospital services were provided, c lin ics  .established«» 

f i r e  and police departments began to  function*

A branch post o f f ic e ,  "Ameche*, was established where as 

many as 10,000 pieces of fir s t-c la s s  mail were handled in a 

single day* Members o f the Internal Security Department en­

forced t r a f f ic  laws throughout the center* Churches were scat­

tered through the blocks and services of several denominations 

were held regularly* Recreation halls were set aside fo r  l e i ­

sure moments* Entertainments and a th letie  games were provided* 

A school system was established with teachers c e r t ified  by 

the Colorado State Board o f Education. The 35^0 students en­

ro lled  included nursery youngsters, elementary, high school, and 

vocational pupils, and many adults* Approximately 22 percent of 

the 610 Amache High School graduates are now or have been en­

ro lled  in  high institu tions in  25 states, ranging from Maine te

California *
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gren as the town grew, its population began to wane* fer 

the purpose of the War Relocation Authority« as its name implies« 

was to assist in helping the residents of the center to "relo- 

cate” to normal American communities where they would be accepted* 

During the first two years many evacuees found new homes in the 

Middle West and in the Bast* Others came to take their places 

in the barracks• From Tule Lake came 933 loyal Wisei and aliens 

when that center was set aside under the segregation program*

The closing of the Jerome center in the fa ll  of X91& brought 530 

others to Amache • In a ll there have been 10,331 persons admitted 

Into the oenber since August 19142* Of these* 1*12 came by way of 

the WRA hospital as newly-born American citizens* Statistics 

show 105 deaths*

The service flag displayed just inside the main gets carries 

the figure 953» That number of young men and women have been in­

ducted into the service of their country from behind the barbed 

wire fence of Amache* Th© war record of sons of these Hi se t is  

a notedly fine one* There have been numerous oi tat ions for valor 

and two posthumous awards presented at publio memorial services* 

Amache records show casualty lists of 22 killed* 7h wounded, and 

1 prisoner of war*

Today Amache closes its gates on its last evaouee residents* 

Whether the barrack buildings w ill be le ft for the eun and the 

wind and the sand to obliterate them; whether they w ill be sold.



removed, And reassembled elsewhere; or whether the camp w i l l  

be used for some other peace time purpose— is not known at 

present* Meanwhile, a small force o f WRA personnel is  taking 

stock o f  m aterial, w riting reports, and bringing to a close 

one o f Unde Sam*s greatest wartime experiments—the segre­

gation o f a group of oitisens and their a lien  re la tives* Thus 

Attache becomes a * ghost city® to l iv e  only in the memory o f i t s  

former inhabitants and in the annals o f h istory*


