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BUDDHIST CHURCHES OF AVERICA CONFERSHOE

After long preparation the national three-day Buddhist
Churches of America conference became a reality on April 28,
29 and 30, 1944* Topaz, as national headquarters of the
Buddhist Church, was host for this first all-important Budd-
hist gathering since December 7, 1941. Its rallying call was
sent to all known Buddhist groups and churches in the country*
Xhe dr|¥e was on to Incorporate the Buddhist Churches of

merica

This proposal was the cumulative result of many emergent
changes occurring since evacuation# When war broke out, the
Buddhist churches in the halted States were cut from all ties
with Byddhlst headquarters in Japan# They were left on their
own, especially after the evacuation# However, Buddhist churches
were created overnight on a temporary basis In assembly centers
and again In relocation centers. To coordinate the present
activities with the future of the Buddhist church, this move-
ment for Incorporation of all Buddhist churches in America was
iImmediately approved and sanctioned#

General arrangements were completed a week in advance of
the conference# Rev# Z* Okayama, Deputy B_|sh0|o, released the
conference information to the public via circular letter on
April 21* The date for the conference was set* April 28. 29
and 30, 1944*

invitations were sent to various Buddhist organizations
throughout the land, Including Amache, Boston, Minidoka, Heart
mountain, and Denson Relocation Centers and Ogden, Denver, Salt
Lake City and Mesa# The response was encouraging# A few churches
were unable to send delegates to the conference# Those that
responded gave assurance that the conference would be a success#

The most important topic of the conference, of course,
was the incorporation of the Buddhist Churches of America# How
ever, there were others almost as pertinent and these included*

Free zone church movement, training course for Nisei reverends
Buddhist publication, church supplies, Buddhist Churches of
America debts, working fund for the Headguarters, and relation-
ships of the centers and the Headquarters

A few days before the conference opening, the following nmem
bers were selected for the various committees. General co-chair-
men were Messrs# Toshio Yoshida, Masujl Fuji! and Klhei lkeda*
Program was in charge of Messrs. Jiro Hakaso, chairman, Mike Kudo
and Selchl V\/akagama# General arrangement’'s chairman was Mr. Hideo
Kawahara with the following members on the committees Messrs*
James Yamakoshi, Nomura, Tokujiro Kitta, T Isono, Hakamoto,



Seichi Kawamoto, Umehara and Kawaguchi*

On the reception committee were M* Vernon Ichisaka, Misses
Mltsuye Ozekl, Tsuneko Fujimoto, Margaret Wakayama, Masako Kami,
and the Fujin Kai. Messrs* Kami, Yoshlfuji and FuJlsioto were in
charge of food* Mr* Hatsuzo Kurokawa was responsible of the Nyu
Butsu Shlki* On the welcome committee were the co-chairmen
Joseph Sasaki and Yamate*

The entertainment committee included Messrse Hirano, chair-
man, Kami, Yoshifuji, lkeda, hosokawa, Yoshida, Suzuki, Nakamura,
Wakayama, Okuno, Mitta, Uyeda and Miyamoto* Finance Section was
in the hands of co-chairmen Yamakoshi and Yamada, aided by Messrs*

hakamura and Yoshifu’Ji*_ On the transportation committee were Chair
man Isono and Messrs* lieishi and Minamoto*

April 28, Friday

8:30 A*M*- 9:30 A*I\/I#—-—-Oﬁening Service-—Church
Chairman— MreMasuji Fuji!

9iSO A.M.-11*30 A*M.—----- Meeting—1-10-CD

11:30 A<Ve 1:30 P.M*— —Recess

1:30 P.M.- 4*30 P.M*--------- Meeting (continued)
4*30 P.M.- 7*00 P.M*-------- Recess ) )
7:00 P.M.~——------—-———— Kangei Kwai (reception)

High School Auditorium
April 29, Saturday

8:30 A*M.- 9*00 A#M.-—— Morning Service—-Church
Chairman— Mr* Kihei lkeda

9*00 A*M.-11:30 A.M*------- Meeting—1-10-CD

11*30 A.M*-  1*30 P.M*------ -Recess

1:30 P.M*- 4*30 P.M.--------- Meeting—1-10-CD

4*30 P.M*-  7*30 P.M.------ -Recess

8*30 p.M*—— — - —YBA Inaugural Ball

High School Auditorium
April 30, Sunday

8*50 A.M.- 9:00 A.M.———Homing Service—Church
Chairman—M* Toshio Yoshida

9*00 A*M.—21*30 A*M.————Meeting 120-€D

9*00 A*M#-10*90 A.M*— Sunday School Service

High School Auditorium

Chairman—Mre Yoshltomi Fukushiraa
10*30 A.M*-11*30 A M*-— ——- YBA Service,

High School Auditorium

Chairman—Mr. Arthur Takemoto
11*30 A.M*- 2*00 P.M*---- —-Recess

2*00 P.M. e — Closing Service, combined with



Dedication of the Buddhist

Churches of America*

Chairman, Hr. Hatsuzo Kurokawa
7100 P.M.- 7]30 P*Mr --- - -Homikwali

High School Auditorium

Chairman, Mr* Klhel lkeda
7530 PAM- - - - - - - - - - - ~Entertainments

High School Auditorium

Chairman, Mr* George Birano

OPENING SERVICE |

A capacity crowd attended the opening service of the three-
day Buddhist Conference help In the Buddhist Church on April 28,
1944. In his opening address, Chairman Masuji Fuji! welcomed
visiting delegates and Buddhist members to the conference*

~ The program was elaborate. Representatives from many Budd-
hist churches Offered incense to Buddha. The following churches
participated! Topaz Buddhist Church, Ogden Buddhist Church, Den-
ver Buddhist Church, Bait Bake Buddhist Church, Amache Br. Buddhist
Church, (iiQ&oka Buddhist Church, Heart jfountain Buddhist Church,
Foston | Buddhist Church, and Boston |1l Buddhist Church.

mh., m s SHSR3IM&'

A period of mediation followed. *3hinshu Shuka* of Gatha
was offered* Following this welcome message was given by Rev*
Okayama, representing the Buddhist Churches of Ameria. Mr. Sasato
Yarnste spoke in behalf of the Seijin Board, and Mr. foahio
Yoshida of Board of Directors gave a salutatory address* Pro-
ject Director Charles F. Ernst welcomed the Buddhists to Topaz*

Rev* S. H. Tsunoda responded In behalf of visiting delegates,
and this was foliowed by "Ondokusan” (Gatha) and closing remarks
by the.chairman. The initial service closed with meditation*

THE FIRST MINISTERS AHD BUDDHIST DELEGATES MEETING*

In this all-important conference for Buddhists in the United
States, ministers and delegates heldfeheir first meeting In Topaz
on April 28 at 3.0;20 A*M.

Rev. genkal Okayama, Deputy Bishop, acted as temporary chair-
mand™ Thirty-seven delegates were present, representing such
distant points as Denver, Colorado! Salt Lake City, Utah* Amache,
Colorado! Minidoka, ldaho! Foston, Arizona; Beafct fountain,
Wyoming; Ogden, Utah! Mesa, Arizona* Fourteen ministers were
presences designated delegates. Topaz had the largest number of
delegates with nine. Minidoka came next with eight, Including
threé ministers*



Several appointments were made by the chairman for the
conference, Rev* Motoyoshi of Topaz was appointed chairman
for business meetings and Maseru Karada of Minidoka as vice-
chairman* Rev* Sanada and Toshio Yoshida, both of Topaz, were
assigned as secretaries in Japanese and John Hirohata of Mesa
and Rev* N. Tsunoda of Boston as secretaries in English*

The number one topic at this morning session was the In-
corporation of the Buddhist Churches of America* Rev* Okayama
opened the discussion by briefly stating the aim, background
and reason of this incorporation movement. He asked the dele-
gates to study the by-laws for further discussion*

~ Mr* lkeda explained that the corporation consisted of
Nisei citizens of the Waited States and its purpose was to
advance Buddhism in America*

The problem of keeping Buddhism alive was discussed*
It was stressed at this meeting that a good program of
Buddhist training and teaching was necessary among the
"free zone” people, relocated Buddhists and center residents*
This corporation, the delegates agreed, will lay the foundation
for the future of Buddhism In America* The articles of In-'
corparation are attached as Exhibit A*

~ For further discussion on the matter, as suggested by the
chairman, two groups were created to attend’ separate meetirgs
In the afternoon? the ministers group and the laymen group*

The meeting was adjourned with gassho at 11250 A.M*

~oThis report Is based on the minutes taken by John
Hirohata, secretary of the conference*

LAYVEN MEETINGS

The laymen meeting was called to order at 1f50 F*M. on
Friday afternoon with Reverend Tsunoda as chairman. Both
Issei and ~isei attended* The chairman interpretated in English
Rev. Okayama!s morning talk for the benefit of Nisei in attendance*

__The Articles of Incorporation was filed with the State of
California, Mr* lkeda stated* Attorney and filing fee of $100

was paid*
The Hree zone” Buddhist churches and Y.B.A* organizations

expressed their need for coordination in Buddhist movement under
the Buddhist Churches of America, Incorporated.



The meeting was closed when the hody approved the filing
of corporation papaers with the State of California#

DELEGATES AFTERHOOK SESSIONs

*11 delegates were present as Rew# Motoyoahi called the
afternoon meeting at the Council chamber*

Rev. Ryogoku reported on ministers* meeting* He said that
the delegates were asked to study and foliate the by-laws and
to make the Buddhist Churches of America, Incorporated an or-
ganization of value# The By-laws Is attached as Exhibit B*

Mr# lkeda reported on the meeting of laymen group#

During the afternoon session a question was raised as_ to
the status of the original 47 Incorporators# It was explained
that they arc permanent charter members# It was also stated
that the board of Directors have power to:

Call special meetings of the members#
Supervise and direct the business of the corporation#

~Appoint and remove officers, agents and employers and fix
their duties and compensations#

_ Create a Board of Trustees in order to manage the business
activities of the corporation, which shall consist of the Executive
officers of the Board of Directors and seven laymen counsellers
to be appointed by the board of Directors.

Incur indebtedness and to accept donation or contributions
in order to conduct the business of the corporation# The
President and the Executive Secretary shall sign officially all
notes and obligations, secured by deeds of trust, or otherwise,
as authorized by the Board of Directors#

A question was asked as to whether the Buddhist Churches
of America, has the power to transact general business In other
states with the heqdquarters located in Topaz# This was clarified
by reading Article three of Incorporatlonj

That the sairreligious corporation be empowered under and
by* and in conformity with, the laws of the State of California
and or any other State within the jurisdiction of the united
States, to celebrate religious services, subject to the discipline
and by-laws of this corporation*

The chairman appointed Rew# Eyogoku, Rew# Terakawa and
Mr. lkeda to translate tArticles of Incorporation and By-lawsff
into Japanese*

The meeting was adjourned with gassho at 5 PAW



SATURDAY MCRNING SERVICE

Buddhists attended the second morning service en masse,
filling'the Buddhist Church in no time* It was a half-hour
service, %lvmg way to the scheduled meeting at the Community
Council Chamber* The program was as follows: Meditation,
Sutra Chanting, Three Treasures, Hkeraba Nembutsull (Gatba)*
The congregation joined in reciting the Three Treasures;

IHard is It to be born Into human life* Now we are living It*
Difficult Is it to hear the Teaching of the Blessed One* How
we hear It*

if we do not deliver ourselves In the present life, no hope is
there thatwe shall be freed from suffering the sorrow In the
ocean of birth and death* ]

Let rl]Js reverently take refuge in the Three Treasures of the
Truth*

I PUT MY FAITH IN BUDDHA* May we all together absorb
Into ourselves the principles of Thy V\/a?/ to Enlightenment
and awaken in our souls Thy Supreme Will*

X PUT MY FAITH IN DHARV¥ May we all together be submerg-
ed in the depths of Thy Doctrine and gain wisdom as deep

as the ocean*

I PUT MY FAITH IN SAHGBA* May we all together become units
in true accord In Thy Life of Harmony, in a spirit of
Universal Brotherhood, freed from the bondage of selfish-

ness*

Even through ages of myralds of JSalpas hard is It to hear such
an excellent,profound and wonderful doctrine* Now we are able
to hear and receive It* Let us thoroughly understand the true
meaning of Tathagatar3 Teachings =w

lip* Kihei lkeda, chairman, made the closing remarks*

THE SEOOND MORNING MEETING:

The second morning meeting was called by Chairman Motoyoshi
at 9:45 A*VF

Birst on the program for the morning discussion was by -
laws of the Buddhist Churches of America, Incorporated**1 M
Ikeda, advisor to the By-laws drafting committee of the incor-
porators, explained the by-laws* AIll questions from the floor
were answered* TgYeke a clearer picture of the working body



of Buddhist Churches of America, Incorporated, the following
diagram was drawns
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A committee composed of reverends and laymen was formed to
study the By-laws*

Ministersl group - Rev« Te Terakawa
Rev« K&# Kumata

Kisei group »Mr* Toshio Yoshida
Mr« Tsutomu lkada
Mr* James Xan&rl
Mr* Kiyoshi Hoshida
Mr* Khy Terashlma

Issei group »Mr* Kihel lIkeda
Mr* Maseru Barada
Mr* Bosokawa

This committee was asked by the chairman to study the By-laws
for suggestions and criticisms* The members were reminded by
the chairman that these By-laws will apply only for the juration
of the war#' Adjustments will be necessary when we return to
normal life* he said*

Mrs# Ryu Hakatsukasa*s will bequeathing $13,450 to the
Buddhist Churches of America was discussed next* Mr* lkeda dis-
closed that she left the following assets |

$10,000 - In Yokohama Specie Bank (deposit)
500 - Stock in Yasuda Bank
1 17000 - Stock in Onoda Cement Co#
2 $500 1,950 - Fujimoto Shoken rialsha (Interest
Certificate)

The status of the ~okubei Kalkyo Zaidan was explained by
Kev. Kumata. Hokubel Haikyo Zaidan Cliorth American Ministers
Economic Association, he stated, Is a corporation which handles
endowment funds for the future advancement of Buddhism* Interest
from the principle of $30,000 was used before the war to train
Rise! ministers* The fund was created through contributions by
the Zbidan members =

Rev* Okayama briefly discussed church supplies* Rev* Eaahima,
who is In charge of this department, reported on the inadequacy
of the present fund for carrying out an extensive program# Rev*
Terakawa of Salt Bake City reported on a plan of making fGo-eizow
(Hotokesama or ~uddha)* fGo-eizoMwill be made available for
Buddhists_upon request "Qjujus" (rosary) are also being made for
members* Rev* Kashina said that "Qmlyo-go” eventually will be
sent to relocatées# It was Afefeested by those present that
these religious symbols be explained to avoid superstition*



The matter of publication was discussed next* A booklet
containing 30 pages of fundamental doctrines of Buddhism will
be mimeographed* AIll necessary supplies for printing and
binding have been secured*

~he following suggestions were made*

1* This type of publication should be mailed to the re-
located members*

2* The YEA would like to have publications about a month
before a Buddhist Festival*

3* A booklet containing basic princiﬁles of Buddhism should
be published to interested Caucasians so they will understand
the true meaning of Buddhist activities* A monthly journal
published by the Buddhist Brotherhood in America was cited as

an examplee

4* Clarification should be mad®© as to the status and the
relationship of the Buddhist Brotherhood in America with the
Headquarterse

5# AIll actual cost of all materials and publication should
be charged*

The meeting was adjourned with gassho at 11:43 A*MMF

id =
AFTERNOON MEETING OF APRIL JS&t

) Vice-chairman Harada of ~inidoka called the afternoon meet-
ing at 1:43 P*M. in the absence of the regular chairman*

“hiscussion on publication! the delegates decided, will be
continued at the ministersl meeting*

~ _The chairman called for discussion on two related problems:
Nisei Reverend Training School and Buddhist Students Scholarship
Fund* To determine a candidate for ministership, Rev* Okayama
explained, ministers of the locality must refer to his character
and social standing in the community* There are several students
in Topaz who are being taught by the ministers, he said* They
are studying t8hoshingen, %asanwand the history of Buddhism*

The Tri-State YBL greatly/avored this Nisei ministry move-
ment*- Its representatives endorsed the plan, guaranteeing moral
and financial aid. Delegates pointed out that the”raining
ground for these potential ¢»isei ministers is in the center where
experienced ministers * guidance is still available* It was also
stressed by the delegates that such students may choose their
teachers for this ministry training*



k question was brought up from the floor* Will the Msei
be able to acquire the rank of full fledged ministership after
receiving their training? The body approved full ministership
for any Aisel trainee capable of advancing the Buddhist move-
ment«

The ~isei ministersl training fund had been assessed to
the local church and reverends before the war, it waa reported*
This training program, however, may be somewhat hampered due
to the draft calls involving potential ministry students* Nisei
girls are eligible to apply for Disei 'ministers mtraining course*

~ The Chairman next Introduced one of the important pro-
positions of the conference« This was originally proposed by
the Gila Buddhist Churches Canal division branch. Hev. Kumata
reported on the program* He explained that the headquarters* de-
sire_for a Buddhist chaplain among Aisei soldiers was still =
fulfilled« wue stressed the Importance and slgnificance of this
pprod.se, but pointed out there is little hope for its immediate
fulfillment because of the various obstacles and lack of
ministers* A chaplain, he said, must be a citizen of the B.S.A*.
and pass army physical requirements« In April, 1943, Hew *Hcaata
had volunteered to serve as a chaplain but was rejected because
of poor vision* The only other available Buddhist minister,
Hev. Tsunoda, was il e

Hev* &uradfea then explained that there was no possibility
whatsoever of sending chaplains to the various army camps at
this time* There are no eligible ministers.

~To render services to the many Nisei soldiers of Buadhist
faith, ministers will be urged to make short visits to army camps*
It was also suggested by the delegates that there might be a
possibility of sending ministers to the neighboring towns of
various army camps*

The chairman next presented the subject "Relationship of
the Center and the Headquarters" to the group* Deputy Bishop
Okayama asked forbore harmonious relationship between the
center churches and headquarters* Communication via correspon-
dence must be maintained, he said* For better relationship*,
the delegates agreed, the ministers must be given definite assign-
ments in their respective areas« This topic was referred to the
ministers* meeting.

Rev* Okayama opened the discussion on "Free Zone area Chunch
Movemente" He explained that .M™ ;iike ~aruyama was working in
the Chicago area and that the ;Aaddhlst movement was progressing
rapidly. Kevf Kunate said that an emergency fund of #1,900 had
been collected from various Buddhist organizations throughout
the country* This wartime Bussei movement was largely due to
Rev* Kumata and Tad ~irota *s Initiative* During the YB& Con-
ference of 1943 held* in Salt bake City, it was recalled, this
movement was adopted for raising funds. Ore of th”™aeans was



through offertory by assessing each member five cents ﬁer week»
An estimated income of [|>3Q30) a year was expected at that time*

~ The Chicago Buddhist movement was reported in further de-
tail* Mr* Maruyarns is doing therfpublic relations work in the
Chicago area* Th_rou?h the efforts of Dr* Isamu Tashiro the
Chicago YBA was finally maugurated on April 21, 1044* The in-
augural service was conducted by Rev* Kona*

~_Mr. Yanari asked for a good public relations man in the
Tri-State Y3L area for an effective campaign* He stated that
the Tri-State Y3L will finance ~glisli-speaking”™™ministers who
are available and able to reside in Denver*

Mr* Hirohata reported on the Buddhist Church-Bussei rela-
tions and the activities of Mesa Buddhist church*

The delegates agreed that contacts with relocated YBA leaders
should be made for an organized movement in the eastern states*

After a brief explanation by Rev* Okayama on the haidan
organization and its purpose the meeting was closed at 5sl0
PV with Gassho*

VWH GOVE BABQUETI

Under the co-chairmanship of Messrs* Sasato Yamate and
Joseph SaealdL, the guests were honored at the Welcome Banquet
held at the auditorium. Startin? at 7 P.M. the affair opened
with salutations from chairman, followed by meditation and
*Qhbokusa&H (Gatha). Next in order came the welcome addresses
by representatives of various local organizations*

The following persons spoke in behalf of their groupsa
Mr* Toku Kuruma, YBA] Mrs. H. Shimizu, Wbomen*s Association;
Mr. J. Kami, Seijin ~oard; Mr. Motoki Kudo, I30A Board of Direc-
tor; Rev* 1» Kyogoku, Topaz ~ddhist ~hurch; Rev. Z* Okayama,
anddhaatd’\k/\hurches of America. A representative of the 37 delegates
responde

In the ensuing hours dinner was enjoyed by guests# G-balr«

man for the second half of the program, Ur* George Kirano took
charge of entertainments*

YBA 1I&BGUKAL BALL,

~ Ore hundred couples attended the Inaugural Ball Saturday
night at the auditorium. Guests of honor at this gala affair
were the visitng delegates and the newly elected cabinet

officers. Ohig Itamlya and Eva Tamaki were co-chairmen for the
evening*



SUHDAY P E | SEEVICES

The final morning service of the conference mas held at 1fce
Buddhist Ohurch at -8*30 AM* Issei were predominant*

_ The program was short as there was a hwavy morning schedule*
Chairman Toshio Yoshida made the closing remarks* On the pro-
gram were; Meditation, Sutra Chanting, Three Treasures, Sermon
and "ilorl no Miyamal (Gatha)*

SOTBAT SCHOOL SERVICE*

~ The Sunday School classes held their services at the Civic
Auditorium early in the morning,  Chi irman ~ukuahima gave .the
opening address, welcoming the children to the conference*

Especially arranged for children the program consisted of
sermon b& the visiting “isei priest from the dgdbn -m»uddhlst
Church, Rev* K* MF Kurcata, and story-telling by Salt Lake City
minister, Rev, C° Terakawa* Meditations were rendered, Sutras
were chanted, incense was offered* The Oaths offerings included
"Kotoke Sama” and "Kichiyo—bil* After the closing remarks by
the chairman, the children sang "Sayonara no TJta’ (Farewell song)*

YOImC PEOPLE13 SERVICE _
Hi\:1.1 1l _ I I gt

! A] At
“More than 700 persons attended the %uh _Peopie]s special
service held in_the auditorium Sunday at 10330 A*M* to hear
Reverend L, H* Tsunoda, priest from Poston*

Themf)en_ing address was given b\F/) the chairman, Arthur Take—=
moto* Following this in order were Prelude (Aspirationa), Gatba
(Right Meditation), Three Treasures, Incense Offtering*

) Rev. Tsunoda spoke in English on "Faith”. The Oatha offer-
ing of "Bussei Kbshin Kyoku" followed*

A creed was given!

We rely upon Tathagata Amitahba with our whole heart for
the Enlightenment in the life to come, abstain from all sundry
prﬂc&tices and teachings, and giving up the trust in our powerless
se

he believe that the assurance of our rebirth through Hi's
Salvation comes at the very moment we put our faith in Him*
and we call the name, Kamu Amida Butsu, in happiness and thank-
fulness for his Mercy*

Me also acknowledge gratefully the benign benevolence of
our Founder and the succeeding ¢»asters who have led us to be-
lieve in this profound Teaching! and we now endeavor to follow
throughout our lives the Way laid down for us*

Postlude (Mett&bbavana) concluded the morning”™ ceremonies*



THE FIML MEETING*

The final meeting was called to order by Rev» Motoyogi.il
at 9|55 AfM*  With many business matters on tap, topics were
discussed in rapid order*

Rev* Shirakawa suggested that representatives be sent to
visit the bedridden patients in the Topaz Hospital» The dele-
Egtes approved unanimously* |pi Chairman appointed Rev* Bhira-

wa and Miss Shlki to represent the ministers and the delegates
respectively*

Rev* Okayama reported on the ministers * meeting held on
Saturday evening, April 29* The meeting began at 0 P*!I* and
lasted till 1 AXM* The following measures had been approved,
according to Rev* Okayama*

In the matter of Klsel ministers * training course these
rules were passed$

d* If a person is of good character and standing, he or
she with an approval of a local minister, is accepted to study
Buddhism to become an assistant minister* A person desiring
to become a Nisei minister must be a high school graduate*

b. The Corporation will appropriate at least #10.00 per
month as spending money for a student* This matter will be
followed according to the By-lawse

c* loth boys and girls are accepted for this training*
Topaz, *tah will be the training center as It Is the headquarters*

d* At present four reverends are alternating in teaching
a student In Topaz* They are assigned to teach him the various
fields and courses in Buddhism*

e* All reverends soon will receive advice from Headquarters
on the matter of the Niaei training course as definite plans will
be started immediately*

\Y/ Other topics of importance were briefly reported to the
delegates at this time* Ahe Ministers* Association had decided
to take charge of literary publications within the scope of

the By-laws* Free zone area church movement was next discussed*
Rev* Oke™mA announced that the ministers had agreed to wait

for Rev* Kono*s report on his recent tour* Rev* ;ono had visited
various eastern cities where Nisei Buddhists are relocated*

Mr* Tkeda gave a brief resume of the By-laws committee
meeting* Several changes were approved by the By-laws Drafting
Committee*

A question was raised from the floor concerning the YBA



officers* term« There was a mixup In Granada center, for instance,
because there an officer is elected to serve six months and the
Board of Directors of the Buddhist Churches of America must serve
for one year# It was explained at the meeting that the Board

of Directors will serve out his term regardless of relocation

or expiration of his term as a local YBA officer#

_In order to_discuss further on togics of importance, the
meeting was continued in the afternoon

The afternoon meeting was called to order at 1s50 PVK by
Kev# Motoyoshi#

Rev. Okayama reported on “Buddhist Churches of America Debts.”
There was a_debt of $8,141 accumulated by the Buddhist Bead-
g:lluarters# The interest was being paid until the outbreak of war#

here was now the matter of paying the interest, he said.

The group proposed a plan of assessing each center and "free
zone" church at the rate of five dollars per month in order to
continue payment on the monthly interest of #40#

Mr# xkeda then suggested a movement to collect a fund of
$8,000 to clear the bank debt and mortgage/mmedlately#

M# Yamate moved that, subject to approval of Buddhist
Churcl™ of America of each center and free zone, the principal
and interest on the loan now outstanding be paid at the earliest
date possible through contributions from church members# A vote
was taken and the plan was approved by a large majority#

The problem of ministers* travelin% expenses was next dis-
cussed# After a brief conference, no changes were made on the
original policy#

~ The meeting was again adjourned until 4 P#V# because of the
dedication program scheduled at 2*30,

The meeting was resumed at the Council chamber after the
ceremony# The method of electing members to the Board of Directors
was discussed briefly#

~ The Rise! dele%_ates held a separate meeting on the Board of
Directors matter# he delegates approved the following distribu-
tion of directors*

One director each from Inter-Mountain, Tri-State, Heart
Mountain, Granada, Manzanar, Minidoka, Rohwer; two from Arizona
consisting of Boston, Gila, %sa, Phoenix, Glendale; and six
from Topaz*

It was recommended that the cabinet officers be selected
from the Topaz Board of Directors because they would be available
for quick action on emergency problems#



Chairman Motoyoshi officially concluded the conference at
4528 P*M. with gassho*

DEDICATION CHREMONY*

~The dedication of the iuddhist Churches of America was finally
realized at the closing ceremonies at 2 P*M. at the Topaz Buddhist
Ohurch* Ghairman Matsuzo Kurokawa gave the opening address*

Meditatlon, Sutra Chanting, and Incense offering by various
committees followed* The following members performed the ceremonies
Yoshio* Isono of aunday School, Miss Yasuko Ishida of YBA, Mrs.

J* Kitagakl of ~omen's Board, S. Wakayama of Seijin Board, Vernon
Ichisaka of Board of the directors, and two representa tives from
the visiting delegates.

Nbhinshu Shukatt (Gatha) was rendered* Masuji Fuji!, re-
?resentln% Topaz ~ddhist Church, was the next speaker* fie was
ollowed by a representative of the visiting delegates* "~ycRnon"
was rendered, followed by a sermon’, "Ondokusanll (Gatha), Meditation,
and closing remarks from™ the chaiman* Cx

HMKWA

Under the chairmanship of W. Rihei lkeda, the Homikwai was
was opened on the last evening of the three-day conference at 7 P.M*
The program included meditation, "Ondokusan" (Gatha), and a sermon.
Thirty minutes later it gave way to the entertainment program which
climaxed the conference.

ENTERTAINVENTS

drew a large Sunday audience at t ium. The night*s
program, included native songs and dances under the chairmanship

of %*e George **akano*

|he entertainment program, Sﬁonsoaqd by the CAS Engel Club,
e auditor

AFTERVATH

~The three-day Buddhist Conference came to a_ successful con-
clusion to the satisfaction of many Buddhists. The Buddhist
Churches of America became incorporated— an American institution
without ties to its mother church*

Furthermore, the Buddhist Churches of America Ministerial
Association was established* Rules and regulations of this organi-
zat|0n4\£1vere approved at the last Ministers* gathering held on April

At this final meeting two important subjects were approved



by the assembly* The ministers unanimously selected Bishop

Ryotai Matsukage to serve as the Bishop and head of the Ministerial
Association. A counsel board was established to serve under the
Bishop. The following were selected* Reverends Tetsuro Kashima,
Itsuzo Kyogoku, Joshiri Kotoyoshl and Zenkai Okayama*

Rev. Shinta”su Sanada complete the Headquarters staff as
Executive Secretary* The members of the staff reside in Topaz.

The conference inspired many a member to active participation*
Delegates from the Headquarters In Topaz visited various Buddhist
circles on the outside and in the centers. Bishop "™atsukage,
representing the ministerial Association also, toured the states*

In Topaz many Nisei Buddhist leaders relocated to east, handi-
capping the headquarters activities. Several ~ioei ministry students
however,relocated to Chicago to become assistant ministers, aiding
in establishing the second ~xxMhlat church there.

Contributions were collected intfopaz and other centers for
the drive to clear the debts of the Buddhist Churches of Atnerica*
Since the initial collection was insufficient for the entire pay-
ment, the drive was continued*

The Buddhist churches no doubt will be reorganized on a
ermanent basis after January 1945 when the »Vest Coast is opened*
he temporary closed churches in California, Oregon, Arizona and

Washington probably will be reopened by returning “uddhist members*
Howevex*, there will be an ever increasing demand for English speak-
ing ministers who can relocate to the Msei populated areas in the
east™

In conclusion, it could be said that the Buddhist Churches
of America Conference held in Topaz in 1944 was the beginning of
a new shoot out of an old religious tree*



¢ TAlli OF CaLlFiueNIa
office of the
Secretary of otate

I, Fxwhi iue Jv.aD*N, ;secretary of state of tile
State of California, heresy certify;

That X have compared the annexed transcript with
the Q04D on file in ny office, of which it purports
to ce a copy, and that the same is a full, true and
correct copy thereof*

IN NITNsss .aigrtSOF, | hereunto-set ny

.. ] .hand and affix the Great Seal of the
‘- % State of California this 2nd day of
- ' J& U 1944 _

S/ Frame M Jordag
Secretary of atat'e

AxtTICii™w OF, 1-AQurtPwrtXTIuN
of - -
SUD&iluT OiGitCHS OF ikl Ca

, N Ne* the undersigned,. Citizens of the United States
desiring to incorporate a religious organization'and/or
churches under the provisions of: Title XIlI of the Civil
.Code of the State of California, do hereby'maRe and execute
the -following Articles of Incorporationto-Wit :'

ON-:

The name of this, corporation is:
SUDDAIIkIT GIUNCKSS CF .ruNirtiCiie
TtfOi *

The purpose for which this corporation is formed
are: (a) That the members of said churches shall maintain
and-promote religious worship, and lauor together according
to the discipline, rules and usages of the’'"Jodo-Shin»Shu
Sect® (True Pure Land Sect);

~_(b) To control and supervise the business of, and the
religious activities of, all churches under its jurisdiction
within the United states of America; ‘ ) .

-(c) To purchase, acquire, own, hold, lease either as
lessee or lessor, mortgage, deed in trust, such real and
personal property as may be necessary or-convenient to
conduct and operate the corporation;

(d) To receive donations of personal property by gift,
bequest or otherwise;

~(e) To do everything, necessary, suitable or proper, at
gny time or place, for the accomplishment of any of the
purposes and objects of the corporation;

-1-



(f) And to meke such further rules and regulations
as may, from time to time, be promulgated by the Board of

Directors, * * [ 4
* THREEI \’
[ |

That- the said religious corpurat-ion- .be empowered
under and byj and* in" conformity with, the laws of the State
of California and/or any other State within the jurisdiction
of the United' states, to celebrate religious services,
subject to the discipline and by-laws' of this corporation,

it "o AryUhr.

That' the County of’ the S'tate -of California where
the principal office for the transaction of business of this
corporation is to oe located is the City and County of
San Francisco,

*ilM*

(a) That the number of directors of this corporation
shall be forty-seven (47) and - éb) the names and addresses
of the persons who were appointed to act as the first
directors of this Corporation are as follows, to-wit;

NALES:

Regular and/or Special™néetings of the Board of
Directors shall be held at any place within or without the
State of California which has been designated by the by-laws
and/or from time to time by Resolution of the hoard of
Directors and/or oy written Consent of all the members of the
Board,

IN WTNrsu <nbwus for the purpose of. forming this
religious corporation under the laws of the State of
California, we the undersigned, constituting the incorporators
of this corporation, including* the persons named hereinabove
as first Directors of this corporation, have executed these
Articles of Incorporation, this _6th day of April, 1944.

NAHBS
(Sgd) : - .- (Bgd)-—-- —- oy

UNITDD STATES OF ALErICa) S
L _J O L _J
STATE G- UTaH )

, I, B,BisiONSON, Secretary of the State of
Utah, and custodian of.all records showing the appointment of
Notaries Public within said. State,

DO BbrBBY CERTIFY that Harold Russell was on the Eighth day of
July, A. D. 1943, duly appointed and commissioned a NOTarY PUBLIC
in and for the state of Utah, for the term of four years from
that date; that to all his official acts as such NOMnY PUBLIC
full faith and credit should be given in all Courts of Justice
and elsewhere. -

IN TooTlilG\Y .aijuruRrP, 1 have hereunto set ny hand and affixed
the Great Seal of the State of Utah,

The Great Seal of at Salt Lake City, this Third day of
the state of Utah April in the year of our Lord one
1S96 thousand nine hundred and Forty-four.

(Sgd) E. B, .hUNSQN
Secretary of State



ARTICLE V
Section 3
Voting member shall be any member of Buddhist faith over the age of
Twenty-one (21) years, who is a citizen of United States; only such persons shall
be eligible to become member of the Bo«rd of Directors,

RETIAEM
Election of Directors

The Directors shall be elected, by ballot at an annual meeting -by the
voting j.embers, to serve for ore (!) year, and until their successors are elected.
Their'term of office shall begin immediatel”;after, election. .Vacancies in' the.
Board- shalllbe filled at any leg-Olly c«lied; meeting of the Bo«rd of Directors,

bdnthe- remaining’Directors, and, those-elected thereat’shall hdid offiefe until
the next-annual meeting. = 'J ‘j '

e N e »’

ARTIQLE VII - - id -dbt i) Wb ?
Power of Directors L -

Directors shall have power:

1st: to call special meetings of. the members.
2nd: to supervise and direct the business of -the corporation.
3rd: to appoint and remove officers, agents, and employees and fix,their

duties and compensations. ! Y-

4th?.. to--create a lhard of Trustees in .r."dwmr to manage the business acti-
-r vities of the corporation,’” which tsVi~ consist of the Executive
officers of ohe Bo«rd of Director™ and seven (7) laymen counsellors
to be appointed by the Board of Directorse

5th: to incur indebtedness and, fo accept.-donation or contributions in

order to conduct the business"of the corporation. The President

and the Executive Secretary” shall si.jni officially all notes ahd

ig obligations 5 secured by deeds of trust, or otherwise, as author-
ized by the Board of Directors.

' 'ARTICLE VT -

Duties of Directors
The Board of Directors shall:

1st: cause to be kept a record of its proceedings «nd minutes of all
official meetings of the corporation., = g

2nd: direct the auditing of the.financiel recordsmf the corporation,
.";p* >| 1 - - mn
3rd: supervise all officers, Bo«rd of Trustees, agents, and employees,

and see th«t their duties »re properly performed.

ARTICLE & : a
EniectiitlVig™'Dfficers™

The Executive Officers of the Board, of Directors shall be president,
vice-president (first) , second vice-president, oxecutlye: secretary, and treasurer,
to be elected by and hold office at the pleasure of the Board of Directors*

ARTICLE X, . ,:| J.V - “did - ? 1
T j Duties of the president: , i; 3 * o

The Board of Directors shall elect one of their members President; and
if at any time the President is unable to.act or is absent the first:vice-presi-
dent and second yice”presj dent* in their order,shell :perform:his- duties; and if
these officers are unable to act. some other member of the Board of Directors
shall be appointed to act in his capacity.

The President or the Acting President as above provided:

(1) shall preside over all meetings of..the Members and the Board of
Directors and the Board of Trustees.

(2) shall sign as President all receipts for: don«tions and all con-
tracts, and other instruments in writing which haVe been first
approved by the Board of Directors.

(3) shall c&ll the special meeting of the Bo”ri of Dirtotore whea ho

deems it necessary, r. e ' &*

(4) isndmstoL.i;-subject 'to 'the adviue qi the Board 'of -Dir'setorsVhovo
direction of the affairs of the corporation, and sh*ll perform
such other duties «s may be reouired.



i
BY-jik\!i CF THi.
BUDDHIST CHLFChLS Cf PMEEICA
PELAVBFE
The following creed sh*ll govern the operation of the Corporation.

1. Ea&h member shall honor the Three Treasure (Buddha, Dharma, and Sangha) and
follow faithfully the fundamental principles of Buddhism.

2. Because these By-laws are created, for the propagation of the Buddhist Teach-
ings from the standpoint of thanksgiving to Tathagata Amitabha, each member
shall execute his duties in the spirit of co-operation and unity, forebear-
ing from asserting one’s rights and privileges indiscriminately.

3e That a distinction be made between the duties of the clergy and laymen;
that no action be Wren which will not abide fully with the Teachings of
Buddha«

AETICLE |
Functions of the Corporation

The function of this corporation shall be to supervise and administer
the Buddhist Churches, .in the United States th-t are members of the Buddhist Chur-
ches of America and also shell directly ®&d indirectly serv© and guide the acti**
vitj.es of the people of the Buddhist faith, except such matters as directed by
the Ministers’ association. .

. AETICLE 11
Comorate Seal

The corporate seal shall consist of a circle having in its circumference
the words:

"BUDDHIST CHUKCELS CF AMLEICE” ,

IHCQEPCEp TLD
lay 2, 1944
San.Francisco, California
AETICLL HI
o m Comorate Powers

The corporate powers are vested in the voting members of the Buddhist
Churches of America.

RETICLE 1V "
Organization of the Comoration

Section 1.
The organisation of the Corporation shell consist of Churches and member-
ship thereof of. the Buddhist faith.

Section 2.

The Corporation ,sh«1l recognize and financially support the Buddhist
Ministers’ Associ*' tioi* as, directed, by the Bishop as the; body to administer all the
religious activities of the Buddhist Churches in the United States.

Sectionm3,
The ~Corporation shcll be governed, by the Bo~rd of Directors consisting
of fifteen (15) elected members invgood -standing.e

"o* ‘*, .'RETICLE V. “ p 'l
< . *Membershit) m .
Section 1.
unuicn membership shall consist of or™nize4; groups of Buddhist faith
recognized by this cor or- tion. *j: e .
)
Section 2.

T™wo (2) voting members from each group of Buddhist faith recognized by
I*Nis Corpora tion shall constitue the legal members of the Corporc°tion.



ARTIC1L XI

Secretary

The Secretary shall:

(1) keep a record of the proceedings and the minutefc of all official
meetings of the coroor”te.

w shall keep the corporate seal, by-laws4 record of all membership,
shall affix said seal to all papers requiring seale

(3) shall serve all documents *nd notices required either by law or
by the by-laws of the Corporation, and in case of his absence or
inability.to act for any cause, then such documents and notices
may be served by a person thereunto 'directed by the President.

AfITICLLI X1

Treasurer

The Treasurer shall:

(1) handle all funds received or disbursed by the Corporation. The
disbursements by check must in every case be”r the sign”tuie of
the treasurer with the countersignsture of the President or Act-
ing- W3° *jcnt c¢f the Corporation®

(2) shall deposit all funds cf the Corpora.tion in saich ban!? or banks
's ml/ Gi f o time to time design ted ~y the Doard ox Dire3cors.

(81 I-F 1J AO’sp aomplate and detailed accou s of all t--ansa;/»tion in
sueU en. 00'=opted manner as the f£inanei'll status of the Corporation
1* Qo 3j« time known and understood.

U) QBJ' give the summary of the financi? 1 reports to the j,embers
at the unnuat meeting*.

ARTICLK X111
i.lceting. cf the Board of Directors

(1) regular meetings cf Ban f Directors shrll be held once a year at the head-
quarter or other place dos.-gr:--ted by the directors,

(2) special meeting of Board cf Directors .ray be called by the President or at
the request of five .c) directors®

(3) Ten (10) members oi the Bo--id of Directors shall constitute a quorum for
meeting.

APTICL_ XIV
Board of Trustees

(1) The Board of Trustees shall consist of twelve (12) members; which shall be
the five (5) executive officers of the Board of directors and seven (7)
layman counselors to be appointed by the Bo rd of Directors.

(2) The Bo-rd of Trustees shall transact business delegated by the Board of Dire-
ctors,

(3) Vacancies in the Board of Trustees whenever caused, shall.be filled by
appointment by the Borrd of Directors to complete the rurrsnt term of the
trustees a

(4) AIll trustees -hall V i office for a term of one (1) year.

APTICLN XV
Annual lle-eting of the llembers

The annual meeting of the members shall be held in the third week of
April® The definite date of the meeting is to be set by the Board of Directors;
and the notices of such meeting shall be made rt least thirty (30) days prior to
the date of the meeting.

At the annual meeting the members of the Bo- rd of Directors for the en-
suing year shall be elected to serve for one (1)- year and until their successors
are elected.

Immediately after the adjournment of the annual meeting of the Uembers,
the Bo-rd of Directors shrll convene and elect officers for the ensuing year, and
to transact any other business tfcrt may come before the Board of Directors.

ARTICLL XVI

Voting at Uenbers*fleeting
At all Corporate meeting each voting member (or official representative)



ABTICLL. . XVI
HLL be entitled to one (1) vote. Voting by proxy shall be valid.

ARTICLE XVII

Arerdnents. e
The By-laws nay be repealed, altered, modified or amended at any meet-
ing of. the' Board of Directors .at which,a quoram is present by a majority vote
thereof-»' ... .- V ee

KROW ALL XLil BY IKXSX PRXSXRISs; -s . X."-

That we, the undersigned.... Incorporators Of the Budehist Churches Of
America. Incorporated, representing the total number of the incorporators duly
,D***t-lies to the Articles of the Incorporation, do hereby .esrniiy.that -the
I-bc-.-i, and foregoing Bydaws were dully .adopted as the By-laws of tne said Corpor-
on £10- . - . day of
~and thav do; now .constitute tne By*~javis of said Corporation

ifcrst&ry :i,r Buddhist Churches of America



BUDDHIST CHURCHES OF AMERICA
Religious Center #2
Topaz, Utah

April 24, 1944

The following members were selected to aid in the various
committees for the Delegates Conference:

GENERAI CO-CHAIRMAN: NYU BIKf7 SHIKI.
Hr, Toshio Yoshida Mr.. Matsuzo Kurokawa
Hr. Masuji Fujii
M m Kihei lkeda VIL-OOML PARTY:
Mr. Joseph Sasaki, Chrm.
PROGRAM Mr, ‘Jamate, Chrm,
Hr. Jiro Nakaso, Chrm.
Dir, Mike Kudo ENTERTAINMENT:
Mr. Seichi Wakayama Mr. Hirano, Chrm.
Mr. Kami
GENERAI . RRANGEIVENTI Mr. Yoshifuji
Mr. Hideo Kawahara, Chrm. Mr. lkeda
Mr. James Yamakoshi Mr. Hosokawa
Mr. Homura Mr. Yoshida
Mr. Tokujiro Nitta Mr. Suzuki
Mr. T. Isono Mr. Nakamura
Mr. Nakamoto Mr. Wakayama
Mr. Seichi Kawamoto Mr. Okuno
Mr. Umehara Mr. Ritta
Mr. Kawaguchi Mr. Uyeda
Mr. Miyamoto
RECEPTION:
Mi. Vernon Ichisaka FINANCES
Miss Mitsuye Czeki Mr. Yamakoshi, Co-chrm.
Miss Tsuneko Fujimoto Mr. Yamada, Co-chrm.
Miss Margaret Wakayama Mr. Nakamur®
Miss Masako Kami Mr. Yoshifuji
The Fujin Kwsi
TRANSPORTATION:
FOOD: ) Mr. lIsono, Chrm.
Mr. Kami Mr. Neishi
Mr. Yoshifuji Mr. Minamoto

Fujimo to
HOCHII:
Dining Hall #2

Hay we expect your fullest cooperation in making* this conference
a success.

Sincerely yours,

BUDDHIST CHURCHES OF PIETICA



BUDDHIST CHURCHES O* AMERICA
CONFERENCE

TOFICS FOR DISCUSSICIT*
By Buddhift «hurches of daeriea

VX us %/\ ZlA

1. Buddhist Churches of ;merles Incorporafion

xM # ftf] (>EA.birfs)~

2. Nisei Reverend Training Course
— lit fWft- ¢ A - AX/ITW NS
3. Relationship between Hawaiian Reverends now in U.S.
4. Relationship of the center and the Headauarters.
5. Buddhist Churches of America Endowment Fund.
6. Buddhist Churches of America Debts.
7# Publication (Literary)
8. Church Supplies ( Incense, Ojuzus, etc.)

ree zone area Church movement

7>)-y'V
Sh>ins>t_1£ Ge.tha Book ( New York Buodhist Church
" /| * = Cs*-*-2#'& **)
Sunday School Reference Book ( New York Buddhist Church)
Ca i f

Relationship of the center and free zone are© churches ( Rev. C, Terakawa)

Buddhist Students Scholarship Fund ( Rev. T» Terakawa )

- * wWL/>™if (fr»] S&
Buddhist Chaplain ( Gila River, Canal Division)
(«=K

Nisei Reverend Training* Course ( Gil«5 River, Canal Division )

(m -t)
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Baddijest Clairdfaes' o f I/ erion
c/E/titater ifil fissoci'ahori
'R.E£.RhGOYouo Confer */

‘Topaz. JTa/z
May 21, 1944

Following are the approved Buies and Peculations established and duly adopted
by the Buddhist Ministerial Association* These Buies are presented with the
approval of the Ministers that were present at the Delegates Conference held
April 28, 29, 30.

1, The name of this organization shall be the "Buddhist Churches of
America Ministerial Association*"

2. The purpose of this organization shall be to coordinate and govern
the Ministers of Jodo Shin Shu Sect. (True Pure Land Sect)

3. In order to carry out the functions of this organization, it is
decreed as follows;

a. Headquarters éf the Ministerial Association shall be created.

b. Meetings of the Ministerial Association shall be held at inter-
vals to further propagate the Buddhist religdon.

4. The Headquarters shall establish the following officers;

Bishop - The Bishop shall be recommended by the Ministerial
Association.

b. Executive Secretary - The Executive Secretary shall be appointed
by the Bishop.

C. Counsellors - The Counsellors shall be elected by the Minister-
ial Association. The term of office shall be one year.

5. The meeting of the Ministerial Association shall be held when
deemed necessary.

6. The Headquarters of the Ministerial Association shall carry oh busi-
ness relations direct with the Buddhist Churches *f America.

7. The Buddhist Churches of America shall provide necessary funds for
the Ministerial Association.
jk******* *khkkhkkkikk
*hkkkkkkk gCIO_**kkk*

1. The office of the Headquarters shall be located where the Bishfp

resides.

2. The duties of the Bishop shall be to direct and supervise the
activities of Ministers, and also to lead all religious activities
thereof,

3. The Bishop shall have the power to;

a. Direct Ministers to locates where deemed necessary.
b. Call meetings of the Ministerial Association and its committees.
C. Censure or commend any Ministers for his deeds and to adminis-

ter rewards and/or punishment to the Ministers as he sees fit.

4. The Bishop with the advice of the counsellors shall appoint person
or persons to direct the activities of the Bishop during his absence
from duty.

6. The duties of the executive Secretary shall include such assign-
ments as directed by the Bishop and carry out the policies and pro-
gram as outlined by the Headquarters.

6« The duties of the Counsellors shall be to act as counsel to the
Bishop.



TOPAZ TIMES
Vol* VII, H* 7 April 22, 1944

BUDDHISTS PLAH 3-M |
aoHEBEHSS IH TOPAZ

] A national :_3-daK Buddhist conference will he held
in Topaz, which is the national headquarters of the
Buddhist Church, on April 28, 29, and 30, according to
Art Takemoto, local executive secretary*

Buddhist delegates and reverends In other relocation
centers and on the outside are expected to participate
In the conference. Plans for a future program of the
Buddhist churches on the outside and for organizing
Buddhists who have relocated will be discussed at the
meetings*

In addition to the business meetings, the program
for the conference will include opening services, recep-
tion for the delegates, Y3A inaugural ball, closing ser-
vice , and an entertainment program*

The Topaz YB& will be hosts at an inaugural ball
honoring new cabinet officers* Shlg Kamiya and Eva
Taraakl are co-chairmen of the ball which will be held
in the auditorium on April 29. ¢ids will be available
to the public from "BA ward representatives*



TOPA2 TIMES
VOX* VII* J% 8 April 26, 1944

ET*L BUDDHIST CONFAB TO
OPEN HERE FRIDAY

The program Tor the three-day Buddhist conference
to he held this Fridaé, Saturday and Sunday in Topaz,
headquarters for the Buddhist Churches of America, has
been completed, according to Art Takemoto oX the local
organization*

Attending the conference will be reverends and re-
presentatives of ~uddhist Churches from the Poston,
Minidoka, Amache, and Denson relocation centers and from
Denver, Colorado* Reverend K& kumata, former Topaz
Buddhist minister, will attend from Ogden*

The main topic of.the conference will be the in-
corporation of Buddhist Chircbes of America* Other
subjects to be discussed are free zone area church
movement, a training course for nisei reverends, a Budd-
hist publication, church supplies, Buddhist Ghurches
of America debts, a working fund for the headquarters,
and relationships between the centers and the head-
gquarters*

Business meetings and morning services will be held
on Friday and Saturday with the visiting representatives
and reverends*

Guest speakers will give the sermons at the
special Sunday School and YP Services on Sunday*

YBA TO SPONSOR INAUGURAL BALL

In conjunction with the three-day Buddhist Confer-
ence, an inaugural ball will be sponsored by the YBA
Saturday night from 3 PMat the auditorium*

Bids for the dance may be obtained from any YBA
block representative or at rec* 3# A few bids will also
be available at the door*

The dance is being held in_honor of the newly
elected YBA cabinet officers* The guests of the
evening will be the visiting delegates to the conference



TOPAZ TIMES
Vol* VILE, Ho* 9 April 29, 1944

30 DELEGATES ARRIVE FOR
. BUDDHIST GOBFAB

With thirty visiting delegates attending, the three
day conference of the Buddhist Churches of America opened
here yesterday, according to Art Takemoto of the local
organisation*

Reverends and dele%/zlates representing Buddhist
Churches in the Poston Minidoka, Heart and Denson
relocation centers and Denver, Ogden, Salt Lake City,
and Mesa, Arizona, arrived on Thursday and Friday for
the conference* The Topaz delegates will be the sev-
en nisei members of the Buddhist Churches of America
I|30ar_d* of Directors* Kihel Ikeda will represent the
ssei

~ Foil wing an opening service yesterday morning,
business meetlngs were held during the day* A welcome
banquet attended by over 500 residents was held last
night at the auditorium climaxing the opening day of
the conference# Orests at the banquet were the visitin g
delegates, Messrs* and Hesdames Charles F# Ernst, Roseoo
Bell, Gilbert Hiesse and Ramond Sanford*

Business meetings will be held throughout today*
The local YBA will sponsor an Inaugural ball tonight in
the auditorium from 8*30 in honor of the newly elected
cabinet officers and the visiting delegates* atrons
and patronesses for the dance Iaé)e M* and Mrs* Charles
F Ernst and Rev* and Mrs* I* Kyogoku* Joe Sasaki,
chairman of the YBA Board of Directors, will be the
master of ceremonies*

Special Sunday School and YP services will be held
tomorrow in the auditorium* Rev* Maseru Kumata from
Ogden and Fev* C* Terakawa from Salt Lake City will speak
at the Sunday School service, and Rev* Shodo Tsunoda,
nisei priest from Poston, will give the sermon at the
Yp gathering. Dedication services of the Buddhist
Ghurdhes of America will be held in the afternoon from
2 ofclock at the auditorium*

~ Climaxing the conference, an entertainment program
will be presented under the sponsorship of the CAM Sunday
night in the auditorium*



TOPAZ TBIBS
Vol. VII, Ho. 10 May 2, 1944

TOPAZ CBOSEH BCA HOOKS AT
3-LAY COHPEHEHCE

The incorporation of the Buddhist Churches of America
with Topaz as the heagquarters, and the setting up of a
nisei ministers training center here was approved at the
meetlng_s held durln%_ the three-day Buddhist conference,
according to Art Takemoto of the local organization.

With 37 delegates from Poston, Heart Mountain, \
Manzanar, Denson, Granada, Denver, Ogden, Salt Lake City,
and Mesa, Arizona, business meetings were held throughout
the three-day conference* A closer relationship between
the centers and Topaz was discussed.

The delegates approved Topaz as the headquarters
for the Buddhist Churches of America and a Buddhist
Churches of America Board of Directors with members
from the centers and the outside Buddhist organizations.
At the meetings, the group also decided that Topaz will
be the center for the nisei studying to be Buddhist
priests* Rev. Motoyoshi who returned here recently
from the Santa Fe Internment camp was chairman of the
meetings*

Approximately 700 persons attended the special YP
service held In the auditorium Sunday morning, It was
reported* Rev. Isunoda, nisei priest from the Poston
center, spoke on the topic, "Faith". A large crowd
also attended the Sunday School services in the auditorium
it was stated.

On-hundred couples danced at the YB& inaugural ball
Saturday night In the auditorium. Guests of honor at
the affair were the visiting delegates and the newly
elected YBA cabinet officers* A capacity audience filled
the auditorium Sunday night at tie entertainment program
sponsored by the CAS Engel Club*



