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POSTAL TELEGRAPH-CABLE COMPANY

TRANSMITS AND DELIVERS THE WITHIN MESSAGE SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING TERMS AND CONDITIONS:

To guard against mistakes or delays, the sender of a message should order it
REPEATED; that is, telegraphed back to the originating office for comparisen. For
this, one-half the unrepeated message rate is charged in addition. Unless otherwise
indicated on its face, THIS IS AN UNREPEATED MESSAGE AND PAID FOR
AS SUCH, in consideration whereof it is agreed between the sender of the message
and this Company as follows:

1. The Company shall not be liable for mistakes or delays in the transmission or
delivery, or for non-delivery, of any message received for transmission at the UN-
REPEATED MESSAGE rate, whether caused by the negligence of its servants
or otherwise, beyond the sum of FIVE HUNDRED DOLLARS; nor for mistakes
or delays in the transmission or delivery, or for non-delivery of any message received
for transmission at the REPEATED-MESSAGE rate, beyond the sum of FIVE
THOUSAND DOLLARS; nor for mistakes or delays in the transmission or delivery,
or for non-delivery, of any message received for transmission at the SPECIALLY
VALUED MESSAGE rate, beyond the sum at which such message shall be valued,
in writing, by the sender thereof when tendered for transmission and for which pay-
ment is made or agreed to be made of the amount of the repeated-message rate and
an additional charge equal to one-tenth of one YH cent of the amount by which such
written valuation shall exceed five thousand dollars; nor in any case for delays arising
from unavoidable interruption in the working of its lines, or for errors in cipher or
obscure messages.

2. The Company is hereby made the agent of the sender, without Hability, to
forward this message over the lines of any other company or by any other means
of communication when necessary to reach its destination.

3. Domestic messages and incoming cable messages will be delivered free within
one-half mile of the Company’s office in towns of 5,000 population or less, and within
one mile of such office in other ecities or towns. Beyond these limits the Company
does not undertake to make dalivery, but will, without liability, at the sender's request,
as his agent and at his expense, endeavor to contract for him for such delivery at a
reasonable price.

4. No responsibility attaches to this Company concerning messages until the same
are accepted at one if it§ transmitting offices; and if a message is sent to such office
by one of the Company’s messengers, he acts for that purpose as the agent of the sender,

he Company shall not be liable for damages or statutory penalties in any case
where the claim is not presented in writing within sixty days after the message is filed
with the Company for transmission.

6. It is agreed that prempt and correct transmission and delivery of this message shall
be presumed in any action for recovery of tolls thereto; subject, however, to rebuttal
by competent evidence.

7. Special terms governing the transmission of messages under the classes of
messages enumerated below shall apply to messages in each of such respective classes
in addition to all foregoing terms.

8. NO EMPLOYEE OF THIS COMPANY IS AUTHORIZED TO VARY
THE FOREGOING.

POSTAL TELEGRAPH-CABLE COMPANY

CLARENCE H. MACKAY, CHairMAN oF THE Boarp
A. H. GRISWOLD, Exscurive Vice-PresioenT

CLASSES OF SERVICE

DOMESTIC MESSAGES
FAST TELEGRAMS. A full-rate expedited service.

DAY LETTERS. A deferred day service at rates lower than the fast telegram rate.
One and one-half times the Night Letter rate for the transmission of 50 words or
less, and one-fifth of the initial rate for each additional 10 words or less,

SPECIAL TERMS APPLYING TO DAY LETTERS. In further consideration of the re-
duced rate for this special “Day Letter” service, the following special terms in addition
to those enumerated above are hereby agreed to:

(a) Day Letters may be forwarded by the Telegraph Company as a deferred service
and the transmission and delivery of such Day Letter is, in ali respects, subordinate
to the priority of transmission and delivery of full rate telegrams.

(b) This Day Letter is received subject to the express understanding and agree-
ment that the Company does not undertake that a Day Letter shall be delivered
on the day of its date absolutely and at all events; but that the Company's obligation
in this respect is subject to the condition that there shall remain sufficient time for
the transmission and delivery of such Day Letter on the day of its date during regular
office hours, subject to the priority of the transmission of full rate telegrams under the
conditions named above.

NIGHT MESSAGES. Accepted up to 2.00 2. m. at reduced rates to be sent during
the night and delivered not earlier than the morning of the ensuing business day.
Night messages may at the option of the Telegraph Company be mailed at destination
to the addressees, and the Company shall be deemed to have discharged its obligation
in such cases with respect to delivery by mailing such Night Messages at destination,
postage prepaid.

NIGHT LETTERS. Accepted up to 2.00 a. m. for delivery on the morning of the ensuing
business day, at rates still lower than night message rates, as follows: The fast
telegram rate for 10 words shall be charged for the transmission of 50 words or less,
aru:ll one-fifth of such rate for 10 words shall be charged for each additional 10 words
or less.

SPECIAL TERMS APPLYING TO NIGHT LETTERS. In further consideration of th

reduced rate for this special “Night Letter” servies, the following special terms in
addition to those enumerated above are hereby agreed to:

(a) Night Letters may at the option of the Telegraph Company be mailed at
destination to the addressees, and the Company shall be deemed to have discharged
its obligation in such cases with respect to delivery by mailing such Night Letters
at destination, postage prepaid.

CABLE MESSAGES

FULL RATE MESSAGES receive regular and prompt serviee in their order of filing,
Code language permitted.

DEFERRED RATE MESSAGES at one-half of the full rate to follow full rate messages,
Must be in plain language of country of origin, or of destination, or in French, Full
particulars as to countries where this class of service is effective will be furnished upoen
application to any Postal Telegraph office.

NIGHT CABLE LETTERS at reduced rates. Must be ineJﬂz.in language of country of

origin, or of destination, or in French whare transmitted by telegraph to destination.
Subordinated to the priority of transmission of full and deferred rate messages, May
be posted, when sender so directs, to countries where this service is not available, at
tariffs to countries from which such messages are posted. Under latter circumstances,
messages must contain complete mailing address including chargeable posting instrue-
tions (i. e., “Post London,” ete.). Minimum waord basis of twenty to twenty-five words
applied. Code addresses may be used except for messages delivered by post. Figures
explained by text admitted. Indicator “NLT" required and charged for as one word.
For further particulars apply at any Postal Telegraph office,

NO EMPLOYEE OF THIS COMPANY IS AUTHORIZED TO VARY THE FOREGOING.
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CITY HALL
Los ANGELES, CALIFORNIA

 April 24, 1943

tary Affairs

Subcommittee of Committee on Mill
United States Senate

Honorable A. B, Chandler
Washington, D. €.
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California because it 1s my earnest tion that every
tion be taken, and every Japanese s of how
be proclaims his disfavor for the milit clique

in J and how rently earnestly he proeclaims his
to tgn country and with &m M fervor he (ulrnl:’
his Ameriean patriotism) should be watched and given mo

ity to serve the cause of the Mikado conveying information
any aot of sabotage, or otherwise. w p

I believe that ; probably the great majority
of the J se now loeated in immmn »
American & Japanese victory. I believe that many of them
would serve faithfully in the armed forces of the United States.

I believe that the proportion, even if given an
ity, would not turm a to aid the coun of their forefathers.
But I also believe, and, if I am correct, is the erux, the

important consideration to determine the handling of J
and precautions to be taken -- I believe that no one is able

to separaté the good from the bad, to determine in advance
mt&mum: ge will do Af he hes the ty.
fiis in this ry cannot be the determining fastor,

in faet, I believe that many of the fore born Japanese
Ihpld{tholrmn because they objected to rule by the
military power to seek a new land are far less dangerous than
nnzh.ﬂo were born in California rtﬁt here in Los Angeles.
Nei . r “tinm"mtt:; tl::'ouin mﬂh:n}tu centers, =
or a e, or a ve lared Japanese loyal
or loyalty to the United States of Ameriea, have vol

themselves in the p r sategory. I bellieve that se
who are moet dangerous have been instrusted in the matter of
pretense and that those who will be most useful and most
valuable to the Japanese Government are thosewho best avold
susplclion and because suspieion is not directed at what
may do will be able to conteete, get in places where y
ean secure the most information, and relay the information or
otherwise asglst the cause of our enemy. I feel that 1t is a
m .rtgu Japanese philosophy and training to attain perfection

ecelt. :

Now, let me review briefly some of the things that
went on for years under our noses in Southern California, A
Japanese fish fleet supplied a considerable portion of fresh
fish for our food supply and for the fish canneries. On Terminal
Igland in Los Angeles Harbor wes located the largest fish canning
industry in Amerieca. Close by was a Ja ge village to which
came Japanese from the many Japanese ps that entered the
harbor. It has been reported on good authority that there were
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. ilegal um"m o ey R :apn“r:m hov
means of o personsg re
on secret and di ¢ missions., The J ese fishermen
for wtg:-.u ed the waters of the fic Const, ex-
tending ir regular trips along the shores of Lower Cali-
fornia and other Mexican points. It is reported that they
made frequent contacts with mysterious ships at sea, Many
of these fishing craft were large ships enough to
eruise many thousand miles, aecross the Pacif ¢, if necessary,
and equipped with powerful radio sending and receiving sets
of the most modern design. This afforded an opportunity to
chart cr::{m- of our ecoast line and to take piletures of

:Iuv 1gem“thm; ““?é, b; readily recognized by r:.;ﬁo%“‘ ;;-‘
r among apanese were many expe ographers
m'uek p!.ohru of cnr.rthin.

Aside from the fishing industry, the naciggl
occupation of Japanese in this area was produce raising. ey
had small farme or truck gardens in many localities, but prin-
eipally along the coast where landings could be effected, where
observations of the sea lanes could be made, and eclose to
military objectives. Most of these farmers near the sea coast
had tractors which could have been used to assist in effecting
landings and drawing artillery. Practieslly all of the farmers
and vegetable dealers had large trucks, which, taken together
with the tractors, would have s ed a falrly respectable

mobile unit for a landing an; fact, several years ago
dur the annual maneuvers of the California National Guu&,
one of the units simula a landing party made their landing

ent with Japanese fi boats and Japanese-owned equi
ment, T businese afforded emmnt; for Japanese
to go everywhere day and night. MNost of was

tourkﬂuth:tnmm m.!.o « About g;:;thu'd: of the ub%;:
3& berry 8 les was contro

apanese, ”Rﬁ eontrol was ?ﬁ-'- ghn r to the coumg,thmgh
the wholesaler and retailer. The operating technique of these
Japanege was along the lines of 2 business trust mo 1Y .

The Japenese farmer or vegetable grower would sell only

-Tupu:u wholesalers and the wholesalers sold ll:ut exelusively
to retallers of race. Ja se tabl 8 we
everywhere, .!“:h;g a'i.;bun and as une::rioxu !a-:g‘or tg
business seetions of this and other Southern California cities.
The Japanese wholesalers would sell some of their inferior |
quality products to American and Chinese dealers. Lvery Jap
grower, wholesaler and retaller belonged to sne of the many

trade associations which had been o zed for each of the
various phases of production and distribution of agricultural
products. These trade assoclations, in turn, were joined together



Senator A. B, Chandler -4 April 24, 1943

to form the Central Japanese Agsoclation which was gontrolled
and directed from the Japanese Consulate in Los Angdles. Thus
we had a complete and effective organization reaching every
section in Southern California through which every one of the
Japanese race could be contacted. A check indiecated that
there were 1538 Japanese farme in Los Angeles County; the
ujorz .s of them, or 1391, raised vegetables and borﬂ.u
reised flowers for the market, tro&uod
lh eous products, such as alfalfa, !n trus
n. It u estimated that the annau ntro 1 about
tal acreage dwotc to vegeta berries

1 -ml:éw-a,nm.m. LR e P e

£ ares
but the u more u rud:utum tm aauu tod.
Replacement of J ge vegetable growers has been made
American farmers their previous aereage and a
pln Chinese, exicans and a few others on c

it s vashsel e The Japs. Were it not for the

labor shortage t t emtr; which 1is ta tm.:

area use of © o eon or more wo n in war

indus tries loeated in Sou m cauronu ub = n&mtios

pro bably would have returned to h of
tgronn the nb.‘..n {u to obtd.n fm labor

to work in fields e

. 1- 1: rutus to note t, so far
a8 ean be determined, rn Japs di cultural work for wages.

The Japanese who rated the ln'gor farms usually loyed
rw- or uexi::.n workers., The smaller Ja u.:grn or
gardens were operated by individual families, the parénts
and children doing all of the work of planting, cultivating
and taking the produce to market. There appears to be no
accurate inventory as to the amount of farm machinery and
equipment that was left behind by the Japanese when they were
gathered up and sent to relocation centers. The American ion
ie now conducting a survey in an effort to colleet as much o
the eguipment as possible and plans are under way to make the
same avallable for use by American farmers. Some is in storage
but recently published reports to the effeet that Japanese farm
gut wae made unavailable are probably e rated. At
8 Angeles wholesale vegetable markets the Japanese were
u mtul of at least two-t 8 of the business. "Yhen the
Japs left, American and Chinese took over, This was done with
no a difficulty. It is estimated by the produce dealédrs
as tion of Los Angeles that there are about 4000 retail
n tnblo outlets in this county, moet of them be connected

cery markete, The ' Japanese controlled approximate
2500 .g. g::al method here was for Japs to obtain a sub—loa.u d
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from & market and sell vegetables as a concession in the larger
stores m retall markets. ‘

In the Oity of los Angeles the prineipal coneen-
tration of population was in a section of the eity commonly
referred to =8 "Little Tokio." Most of the property in this
ares lg owned American citizens not of Japanese ]
who leased bul s to Japanece to be used as stores, hotels
end rooming houses. Some of the pugoﬂin were pnrnﬁlm by
American-born J ge, Upon evacuation, most of the Jape
defaulted in thelr leases or se gontracts and the owners
are faced with a somewhat serious problem of meking use of %the

. Practieally all of the property stlll remains un-
occupled because there seeus to be 2 dleinelination of others
to move into the "Little Tokio" area. :

From what has been stated, it will appear that
it hos been demonstrated that Japanese are not essentisl %o
our California agriculturel or business economy, that they have
umnou in various fields, despite the wartime manpower
B & .

The Japanese were active in other fields in this
locality, the selection of which assuredly must have been by
design and in sccordance with a carefully lald plan, The
Japanese Consulate at Los Angelee a ntly assumed direction
of many things that had to do with t appeared to be normal
ectivities of the Japanese population. Within the past few days
the American press has made reference to a spokesman of the
Japanese Government who in a radio address in Toklo Justifies
the murder of American aviators who were captured er the
bombing of !‘o&p-ud other Ja ge olties. The name of this
spokesman ig Tomokazu Hori, It is quite npgamt that he 1=z a
rather important per e in Japan. From 1934 to 19 Tomakazu
Hori served as J se S;nul Los les, bggu time
there was much sc ty of an nous -csu- si n.ng

which was not_at that Momﬂug . Under date a 0

34, the Chief E er and ral Manager of the Bureau o
ater Works and Supply of the City of Los Angeles received a
request from the Japanese Consulate for detailed information
coneerning the entire water system of the city, with 8 and
specificiations relating to reservolirs, water supply a pe
line system. The eity official to whom the request was a ssed
informed the Division of Investigation, United States Dag;:hent
of Justice, and asMed for advice. The Special Agent in
of the Bureau of Investigation stated that the matter was no
within the jurisdiction of that office and suggested that the
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General r of the Water Bureau communicate with the
Commanding eer at Fort MacArthur, San Pedro., Thie was done
and the Commander of the fort am;oi that he was fo""“‘fh.
the letter to the Commanding General, Ninth Corps Area, at
Presidio, San Fpanciseo. Word came 'Lck that the request of

the Japansse Consulate did not pertain to the pescetime functions
of the regular army and the city offiecial was directed to refer
the matter to the Bureau of Investigation of the Department of
Justice, so we were back where we started. Therefere, no

FPederal investigation was made of the matter whatever., However,
the Chief Engineer end Gereral Manasger of the Bureau of Water
Worke and 1y felt it inadvisable to supply the informetion.
Years passed by, and in December 1941, after Pearl Harbor

the declaration of war, I felt it advieable to make a chesk to
find what cnplo‘:n of Jntmu extragtion of the eity had and
what they were doing and 1f they were in such positlon that they
could secure information of milita,y value. I discovered to
amagement that Japanese by schooling themselves and taking el
service examinations had filtered into the most important positions
where they not only had all of the information relative to our <~
water works system but also electric power development and
distribution system as well, e I am unable to suggest that
these city yees were in their positions by deeign or that
there was evidence that of them was disloyal to this country,
nevertheless, Japanese yees in the City of Los Angeles were
in a position not only to have secured valusble information but
to have sabot our water and power and light systems.» More-
over, I found t a Japanese was in an important position in

our Civil Service Department where he could be of great assistance
in 2 other Japanese in various civil service positions.
Ineidentally, the latter was a son of a former Japanese admiral,
with whom he lived, and was actively identified with the g:gueu
tourist or travel au, Although employed in the Oity 1, he
lived at the harbor some fifteen or twenty miles away, and reports
reached me, which I transmitted to Fede authorities, that he
had over a period of years frequently met Japanepse from various
Japanese ships landing et the harbor and may have assisted in the
illegal entry of many Japs in this mamner. This particular
Japanese was one of those who loudly declaimed Amerigan patriotism \
and, according to my information, has been released from a
relocation center and 1s now located in the middle west.

Permit me te mention another case, that of a brilliant
young Japanese woman, the wife of a doetor, who iut fall was
released from a relocation eenter and gcnhm to go on a l&m
tour throughout the country for the Intermational Y.W,C.A, =
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woman was born imn this mtr{munmto-oram;fom

universi After her ion, she went to Japan where she
remained five years, be nnected with the Travel Department
of the epanese Divis of the Ja ge Soclety of

Cultural Relations. I have definite information that while

in Ja ehe was in close assoclation with Germans in business

and ¥hut1,o 1ife. After her return here, she was agtlive

i::::t ied with various Jepanese orgenizations prior %o Pear
r.

i I mention these two cases to show that those who
meke decisions in relessing Japaness from the relocation centers
have released two highly intelligent and potentially dangerous
Japanese in the belief that they are lo to this country and
would not under any circumstances do anything that would give
aid or comfort to our enemy in time of war. I doubt if anyone
is gualified to make this decision. There ie no known test,

It is impossible to look into an Oriental mind and determine
the mental reservation at the time a Japanese proclaime his
pro-American feeling. The number of actual enemy agente among
th.whnﬂlhtxuofmfmhlmmt there are
many, Japanese men and women born in this country,

who would aid Japan if the opportunity presented itself. But
even if the mnt:gnm vuztmll, do not feesl that we can
afford to e the ce of attempting to make a determination
and separate the loyal mmus_;:rl u::.zm«nrmm
dangerous, in time of war when so e upen the outcome
of our conflict with Japan. I feel that it is 2 matter of
diseretion and a part of wisdom to treat them all as potentially
ll.lltrﬂ“.

Looking beck on events of the past few years, I feel

that a comparatively Lrgc erecentage of loe muou mus
have known what was coming before Pearl Harbor and were m
for it. The night before the Pearl Harbor attack practl ya
Japanese places of business in Los Angeles were closed, although
it had long been the practice for them to keep open on Baturday
night. There had been unusual activities and meetings of assocl-
ations and e. During the calendar year 1941, Ameriean-born
Jeapanese rather overdid 1t in proclaiming American loyalty,

erforming ‘gctrioth aets, and declaring their adherence and

lief in the principles of Amerlean Democ « Only a few v
months before the cowardly attack on our fleet in Hawallan waters,
a group of rx:uonuun local Japanese residents gave a
luncheon to ch they invited me as mayor of the city, the
United States Distriet Attornmey now deceased, the District
Attorney of the County, the Sheriff, a judge of the locel benech,
and posgibly a few other officials. They told us, in effect
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"We want to be er American citizens, please advise us what
we should do". {It is firm belief that this was done for the
Japanes e e L e Skt ol &

se was very so put ! °
agreeable, and fmay called a&mm to the patriotic
activities of the American-born Japanese. On an occaslon
that I fix as the early fall of 1941, I was called on by a
Jepanese visitor from Japan who gented himself as a
traveling correspondent of one of the large Japanese m:rpora.
He evidenced great interest in the loeal Japanese po on and
the attitude of local government and the e of this community
toward them. Finally agked: "If such a thing should hggen
as war between the United States and Japan, what would be
attitude on the part of elity government towards the Japanese
residing here?" Then he proceeded to ask numerous questions in
considerable detail. ;

While the proof may be considered insufficient %o

:::nbll:;hfm tli;:‘]t;nil m: rthclo;:;;:l that 1;. was g intention

P or Japanese tion to have played a very
important part Mu_thnm-—-u'grt they were prevented from
pl by the evacuation through timely and efficient actlion
of Lieut. General John L, DeWitt., In company with Tom Clark, now
Agelistant Attorney General, I held s conference with General
DeWitt and t the }mu be evacuated from the coastal
area, more spec¢ifically, from the Los Angeles metropolitan ares,
¥r, Clark showed unde -umwum-m%or
matters relating to alien population in this area, He
doubtless e¢an be of considerable aselistance to the committee,

My opiniones and recommendations are as follows:

(1) That no Japanese, either foreign or American berm, ~\
be permitted to return to Loe Angeles or the coastal area for
the duration;

| (2) That all Japanese be kept away mot only from the
combat zones but from war production areas, wherever same may
be situated throughout the country;

(3) That Japanese born in this country, of military
age, be induected into the armed forces and used either as labor units
.ivi. ;l]:_ntmr other manner those in military suthority may deem
advisable; :

gvy

(4) That all other able-bodied J se be required —/
to work for their sustenance and at such work confined
prinelipally to the production of f H
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(a) That since many of these have had experience
as culturiste, nay well ‘t:lm on farming

governmen management :
Tu and control, where could raise N
potatoes or other vegetables for and Navy

and fresh vegetables for not too far di t training

camps

(b) That some be used to relieve the shortage
of seasonal labor in f areas, but that these
‘n.l{bo employed in units of suffieient numbers
that they may be under constant guard. While this
will necessitate thelr use on larger farms only,
it will permit the release of other farm laborers
for the smaller farms;

(e) That other Japanese who are able to work,
not used for sgricultural labor, be employed in
aporopriate war work, where lnnﬁ labor is negessary;

(8) That those who have declared their loyalty to Japan
or who are known to be un-American be confined in coneentration
camps where they should be required to work and produce under
guard and striet observation;

(6) That no attempt be made to segregate the rest of

the Japanese’ the seleotion of those determined to be
innoecent and lo pro-American. No onme is competent to make
such deelsion and errors are likely to be dangerous if the

Japanese so selected should be given freedom to the extent that

they may have an omﬂunity to perform some mot detrimental to
the war effort of 8 ecountry;

(7) That all Japanese, whatever their work, be care-
fully watched;

(8) That at the conclusion of the war all of those
who are known to have been s thetic to the Japanese cause
be transported to Ja that with respect to those who may be

permitted to remain 8 country every effort be made %o
prevent concentration of the population the Pacific coastal
area;

(9) That the relocgtion center at Mansanar be discon-
tinued at an early date for the following reasonsi

(a) It is located near the source of the
domestic water of more than a million
and a half people lLos Angeles;

(b) There is no oppmug.to put the Japanese
to useful and proper work in the area of Owens Valley,
there being not sufficient avallable agricultural land,
the season is too short, it is not a proper location

to ralse diversified vegetable products;
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{(e) Most of the land in this vieinity, which
constitutes the watershed for the munieipsl aqueduct,
is owned by the City of Los les. We were given
to understand that relocation eenter would merely
be a place of coneentration and checking, that the
Japanese would be held im this location for a brief
time only and then sent to other places, and it was
on the bassis of this understanding that no more serious
objection was ralsed elther by the elty or by the pnpl.e
of this community;

(10) That, whatever is done, too much popular snptthr
must not be aroused for the Japanese. The murder of members of
the Alr Foree of the United States » captured as prisoners
of war and wearing the uniforms of com nnts is only another
evidence that we are dealing with a race not far removed from
the barbarian whe will stop at nothing. The people of the nation
must be aroused and must be unrelenting in a determination to
wage an alleout war in which human thyum h{;okﬁt
We .will not stoop to compete with of
war they wage or do inhuman things, but we umtarfontem.
a chance in sssuming that all hmuo are not degeitful
if this does vioclence to our peacetime »no:g.ua of Jnshu to
ninety-nine out of one mn of those of
who were resident in this country at the time tho
unprovoked attagk at Pearl Harbor ed this count d the
Japanese into & war of survival, ch is much noro ficant
and much more serious than many Americans seem yet to realize,

Very truly yours,

MAYOR
n.'



May 24, 1943

Honorable Tom Clark

hssistant United States Attorney General
Department of Justice Building
Washington, D. C. .

PERSONAL

Dear HMr. Clarks

I am very much disturbed over the matter of the release
of Japanese from the relocation centers and their being scattered
all over the country. g

Enclosed is a elipping from the Los Angeles Times of lMay
20 from which it appears that Attorney General Biddle has requested
the release of a Japanese to work as a houseman for a relative.
This, following the recent publicity in connection with the ection
of EBecretary Ickes in securing several Japanese for his farm near
Washington, has caused a most unfavorable reaction in Southern
California and I believe in the entire coastal area,< So far as I
can determine public opinion, and I think I know it fairly well
in the Los Angeles metropolitan area, the release of the Japanese
without a proper plan is going to seriocusly injure the Federal
Administration in public estimation, and, on the coast, will so
disturb the public mind that it will injure morale in connection
with the war effort.7>

Vherever I go people are talking about this subject.
I get numerous letters and petitions from citizens, Many fear
that Japanese will be permitted to come back into the coastal
area, and let me assure you that if they do there will be trouble.
But, even il the Japanese are kept out of the defense area for
the duration, the people cannot yet understand why, after effecting
the evacuation, the Government spent many millions of dollars.
building houses and feeding them for a year and now permits them
to go into private employment, or, what is worse, as domestics in
private homes.




Honorable Tdm Clark

The other eVening I was talking with the wife of an
Admiral of the United States Navy. She told me that throughout
the Middle West and in various other sections of the country
many of her acquaintances are getting Japanese servants. Of
course, because of the employment problem there are many people
who would welcome the opportunity to get Japanese as domestics,
particularly because they can doubtless secure them .at reasonable
wages. The other day I was told of a local resideat who paid \/’/
»300 a month and room for a woman cook im her home. Another
friend told me of a couple who received $250 a month, board and
room, and who quit because they had received a better offer. I
assume that a similar situation exists in various sections of the
country and am wondering to what extent the selfish interest of
persons who want help enters into the release of Japanese.,

Sy
I believe that the use of Japanese as domestiecs is

fraught with the greatest danger. In this manner they will be able
to pick up much information, not only from their employers but from
persons entertained in the homes. Everyone knows that the average
smerican talks too freely over cocktails. As a matter of fact, it
is generally understood thet much of the information secured by the
Japanese government in the coastal area during the past quarter of
a century was through the placing of domesties in the homes of
important people. A houseboy of one of our prominent local families
later was identified as a high ranking officer of the Japanese nqzz;",

For your information I am enelosing a copy of 2 communica-
tion addressed to Senator A, B. Chandler of Kentuecky, intended as a
statement in lieu of testimony before the Subcommittee of the Senate
Hilitary Affairs Committee. Also enclosed is & copy of a recent
radio broadcast, which further sets forth my views.

This is a personal letter and you may be zssured that I
will not release it for publication. I am not endeavoring to embarrass
anyone. I am deeply concerned zbout the situation and I know of no
one to whom I would rather present my views than yourself because of
your understanding of the facts and your part in effecting the evacua-
tion of Japanese from the coastal area.

With kind personal regards, I am

Yours sincerely,




1254 NO. Cedar ot,
Glendale, vale, May 20/1948.
Hon. layor of Los ingeles,
Los Angeles, Calif.,
Dear lir Bowran=
some thirty years ago an o0l@€ friend of mine
Mr John Howard Todd came w0 Bacramento in charge of the A«Pe
on the Bryan special train when the uvovermment of the wnited
States asked the state of ¢alifornia to soft pedal the Japanase
controversy at that time becamse they were such refined people
and so emotional, and an infilteration of Jap blood would be a
good thing te bolster us up anywaye
lr Todd was an able writer, on the editorial staff
of the N.Ye Herald [or sixteen years and sent to the orient and
south America by the A.Pe at the request of the Government many
times. ue was very sincere but of course fooled by the dJaps just
as millions of others have been and are being iocoled by their
cunning trickery todaye
‘ I suggest that all the western states pass execlusion

laws 1imediately against all Japse This woud@ baing it bel ore

. CUprene e ; - -
the vhited suategelourt and if Representative Rankin says is

true the court might probably would uphold it because Mr Ranlin
ays their so called citizenship is based on a case 50 ycars ago
when Chiel Justice Fuller dissented and Hy panlkin says Fuller
vas righte S0 the Gourt mught easily reverse that decision and
that would leave all Japs right vhere they e long, as citizens
of Japane Only recently all Japs in Hawaal were registe red
and signed aillegiance to the Lmpeior L am informede The people
of the eastern states who know nothing about the Jars should not
be allowed to decide it for use I just read in Rep. ¥Boorhis new
book that in 1929 one third of the pecople in the vese could

produce all the necessities for all the Pcople so if there was no




other reason at all it is obvious that we dont nced any Japs

heree -hile our young pcople were swarming out of the schools

and universities anl unable to find employment not a single Jap

missed a meal during the depressione
Hobody wants them here in our widst execept perhaps some
large land owmners who would lease them land or exploit their
labor, some polititian who would apprecizte their votes, or some
lawy ' wants a retainer even if they cut all our ihroats
in another gencratione
There is only one way to get rid of the Japs and that
is for the western states to all kick up enough stink to walke
the people up to -merical’s menace number OHE. Utherwise there
will be no end to it and in the end as sure as fate they will
ovn this country clear to the Mississiipi river whiech would
menn subjugate all of the United Stmtese
Hobody offers any valid reason why a Jap should be
herees If the people of the eastern states want them they should
be maue vo take them all and they would soon get their belly
fulle.
A fanatical barbarian pagan who would slit his own
stomach at a moments notice at the bid of his emperor has no

business in the United otates of alerica.

ours bespg

I enclose a copy of a letter L wrote te the Chamber of

vommerce at Pomona, Calif's.
I'.Hob.




1254 No. Cedar St,
tlendale, vale, May 18/1943,

Chamber of Commerce,
Pomona, Californiae
Gentlencns=

I see by the morning Times that you dont want any
Japs back heres That implies they may be all right somevhere
elses Why dont you make it elear that you dent want anything
further to do with the Japs and want them deported and erystalize
public opinibn instead of befuddling the lssues

it is a sickening and revolting thought that the Japs

were dragged out of barbarian pagan scclusion only nine decades
ago. because they caught tortured and murdered shipwrecked
marinerss If there was anything to a Jap is was cert inly
all cancelled out when they sent their emmesaries to Washington
to talk peace aid their bombers to Pearl Harbor at the same .
time to murder our boys who were tumbled into a common gravees

These Yellow fellows are only a jump ahead of the
Head hunters and and Cannibals on the scale of civilizatione

They have captured the t.ols of production of the
more eklightcned mations and then turn them against use
Repe Ranidin thinks their citizenship may be cancelled by a
new hearing in the United States Supreme courte Fifty ycars ago
Chief Justice ruller dissented in a case their so ealled citizen
shlp is based one The gourt refused a few days ago 'uU review
a decision by a lower court in a Jap case, but if that'suit had
been based on the Fuller opinion, or on the ground that all
Japs swear allegiance .o Jan'n,'what they eall dual eitizenship
the court might tale noticee. I think we should send vord to
Japsn that if they do not observe the rules of war we would

feed every Jap in this country to the hogse They miltiply just

like rats and just as in the past the barbarian; have ower run
| [




tie more enlightened paces o0 they will finally subjugate us
unless we wake up to the fipet law of swvival and tule notiee
that both germany and Japan have proclaimed this a total ware
Every Jap should be in confinement and whiem the wap
ends deported and if Japsn dom want them thm send thom to aomé \
island in the Pacifi@. Japwn has 8000 islands aid only 600 of
them are populatede “hoy have 2400 that are not pepulatode
Bouv ean anybody be a eitimen of two comtrica.
A third of the population of the Hawhdn islands are Japs and
thoy recently all signed a pledpe of alleglance to Japshe
e have in normeal times a huge _surplus of labory, so ve dont

noed any Japs heres “heir reldglon is pagan thoir political
philosophy is inimiéal to owrs an! thoy are mastors of chinarmary
gulkle and deceite If there was a \aprl.nkm{; of Longfcllow's
ldncoln®s Ifison's Washingtons or Uililigans among them it

wouldnt scem s0 fumny to be splitving hedrs to prove which Jap
wag lc_)ln_h You dont have to prove it anyway when you can

find out by simply agldng Idm e Lven g dlmpleton lmows you ean
depend on him if lie says soe Fadts are thut u small poverful
group want the Japs her: vhile the great majority Imov they are
Ameriea's menace mumbor, ONEe And this menace will inercase at an
z;colnom!:lng pace until thoy vill destroy us if we dont got

rid of thom and mov is the tiue to do ite Aftor the othor wap
we had the 14 point plmi. the rehibiditation plan, the thaes
Plan all of which didnt amount to a eontinental damm and we

ought to stop maldng mistakes and get this thing sipalghte ot #d
of overy single Jap and everyone who has marricd a Jap, take all
their tools of produection an’ shove them back into Japan and keep
them blockaded o there will be less an! less instoad of more and

more of thome
Yéurs truly,

NeHeSMIH




June 3, 1943

Mr. R. 3, Smith
1254 North Cedar Street
Glundale, California

Dear Mr., Smithg

Your letter expressing approval of
my views regarding the Japanese is very much
sppreciated, It is particularly gratifying to
receive words of encouragement from citizens like
yourself and to know taat you have a thorough under=
standing of the problem involved.

Encloséd you will find & copy & my °
radlio talk of day 26 in which I outlined my thoughts
on this subject in considerable detail,

1 thank you for the interest you have
displayed and for your helpful comment,

Very truly yours,




O Dlffercit

255 Soutn BarrineToN AVENUE, WEsST Los ANGELES, CALIPORNIA
TeELepaONES: ARizona 3-6528 -:- BRieguaTon 0-4604

T—

May 29, 1943

Hon. F. Bowron

Mayor of City of Los Angeles
Office of the Mayor

Los Angeles, California

Dear Mayor Eowron:

As a resident for fifty-one years of this state may I be
permitted to express to you my admiration for your far-
sighted and statesman-like attitude with respect to the
inexpediency of allowing the Japanese back in this area.

For my part, I think they should not be allowed back now
or any other time. I have been in a good position to ob-
serve to what an extent they tend to lower the standard
of living for a large part of many of our people who find
it impossible to compete with them on a fair and even
basis, all this entirely aside from the fact that their
heritage and traditions make them dangerous residents in
our community.

I apprecieste as every sensible man does that there are
good and loyal Japanese, but it is manifestly impossible
to say who is good and who is bad.

Expressing to you my high regard and esteem, I beg to re-

main,
Resp%y yours,

Hugh EkEvans
HE*vb




June 3 » 1943

Mr. Hugh Evans
255 South Barrington Avenue
West Los Angeles, California

. Dear Mr, PEvans:

_ Your letter expressing approval of my
vievs regarding the Japanese is very much appreciated.
It is particularly gratifying to receive words of
encouragement from citizens like yourself and to know
that you have a thorough understanding of the problem
inveclved.

Enclosed you will find a ecopy of my radio
talk of May 26 in which I outlined my thoughts on this
subject in conciderable detail,

I thank you for the interest you heve
displayed and for your helpful comment,

Very truly yours,

MAYOR
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CHG. APPROPRIATION

OFFICIAL BUSINESS—GOVERNMENT RATES

SIRATGHT WIRE

Congressman John M. Costello
¢/o Dies Committee

1405 Federal Building

Los Angeles, California

I have today sent the following telegram to Mayor Fletcher
Kw of Los Angeles: Quote

Fress reports of your testimony at hearings of Costello Subcommittee
of Dies Committee quote you &s saying Kiyoshi P. Okura whom you consider
dangerous had been released from a relocation center. For your information
Kiyoshi P. Okura has never been in & relocation center or under jurisdiction
of War Relocation Authority.

If there are others whom you regard as dangerous and who may

have been released from relocation centers this agency would like to
have their names and any evidence you can provide supporting your
feeling of their disloyalty in order that the national safety may be

"

protected. Unquote.

JCBaker:LH
June 12, 1943
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Fleteher Fowron

v

Mayor

OFFICE OF TIIE MAYOR
City Hall

Los Angeles 12, California

August 10, 1944

Secretary to the President
wiite House
Washington, De C,

Dear Sir:

I wlll be in Washingtofl during the afternoon ofAugust 18
and would like to 'ave an opportunity to diseuss with one or more
persons in an offieial position certain phases of the question of
thie return of the Japanese to Cglifornias I would like to make a
factualpresentation in support of my sineere belief that as a
matter of military necessity the order made by Lt, General ¥. L,
DeWitt at the time he was tlhe Commanding Office of the Wostern
Defense Command, should not be relaxed,

I feel that while the probability of enemy attacic on the
West CGaast is ncw remote, the ret.rn of Japanese, aven those born
in this country, would seriously affeet war production in this
area nad might well be quite dangerous in conreetion with the
transportation of troops and material through the Los Angeles Tort
of Embarkation, as well as other west coast ports, This is parti-
cudarly true 1n this metropolitan area because of the very serious
situation we have with refere ce to tie Negro porblem., DIy peason
of the immigratlion of sixty or seventy thousand Negroes, mostly
from Southern states, the loeal housing shortage and other eire-
cunstances, the sltuation is so acute that we may at any tine
have racial disturbances resulting in serlous riots. The return
of Japanese 1 mmEx feel would seriously affeet nublie morale and
result in dangerous eonsequences,

Attorney General Biddle will be in Los Angeles the day
following my departure, however, I sse no particular advantage in
discussing the matter with him, as I have no legal argument to
present with respect to the status of native born Jararese, I
desire to address nyself to the practical aspeets of the nuestion
and therefore, I am anxious to arrange an apvointment with those
who may have something to do with tie fixing of the national poliey
with reference to the possibvle relaxing of the Bxeclusion Order
based on military necess’ty, I feel quite definitelvy that
General DoWitt wss right and t at his order should be supvorted,
although the reascns therfore may be different than those that
occasioned the issuance of the order.




-d &

My position is not based upon prejudiece but upon a
knowledge of conditions in the Los Angeles metropolitan area, and
my conclusions have been formed as a result of numerous conference
with Clty and State officlals of Washington, Oregon and Calif-
ornie and after consultations with industrialists, local Federal
officials and Army and Navy officers, I feel that the information
that may influence those 1n Washington has eome from persons who
are not fully familiar with tihe faets.

I will arrive at the Washington Nati nal Airoort at
12:53 pellsy Friday, August 18, and expeet to leave by train for
Philadelphia some time the same eveningj therefore, I would
appreciate very nmueh if an appointment eould be made for me, I
expect to have with me Mr, W, C, lMullendore, the President of the
Los Angeles Cha ber of Commerce, who will be able to present the
matter from thie point of view of local business,

If I do not receive word from you mxm prior to my
departure on the afternoon of August 17, I will contaet the
Executive Offices immediately following my arrival in Washington,

Very truly yours,

(sgds) Fletcher Bowron

MAYOR




This is in acknewledgment of vour letter of
August tenth, in which you request an apportunity to
discuss with one more persons in an official nosi-
tion certain phe question of the return of
the Japanese to Cali

iy
—
Ses th

of e
fornia.
I am glad to assure you that Mr, Abe Fortas,

Under Secretary of the Interior, and Mr,. Jillon Myer,
Director of War Relocation Authorityv in the e*ATL“anT
of the Interior, will confer with you and Mr. W. Cl
Mullendore, the President of the Los Angeles Chamb
g uommercv, in Mr, Fortas' office on the sixth fl
A

y

el g

of &
of the New Interior Building at 2:30 p.m., on Frid
August ei;ﬂteenth.
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Very sincerely yours,

Honorable Fletcher
Mayor of lLos Angele

Ci "j.' Hall
i’ -

i

Angeles 12, Ca

ATL
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August 14, 1944

VEMORANDUM to the Under Secretary

Mrs., Wright has informed me regarding layor Bowron's
visit on Friday next, along with the president of the Los
Angeles Chamber of Commerce, I am sorry I am not going to be
here, but I will see that Mr, Pitts is thoroughly informed on the
background, It is my Jjudgment that the Mayor should be allowed
to present his case and that we simply smile and tell him as
pleasantly as possible that the return to the coast 1s purely a
military cecislon and that we have always complied with military
regulations and will continue to do so as long as that poliey is
in effect, Any other position on our part, I think, at this time,
would touch off another EHXENEEEX campaign against return,

I am taking thi:s trip on Gne, Bonesteel':s invitation and
I think it be an excellent opportunity to present to Gen,
Benesteel many problems that have not mm ocecurred to him or to
members of his staff that need consideration, Furthermore, Gen,
Bonesteel seems to be in a cooperative mood and feels that the
job should be a joiht one when the Execlusion Order is lifted,

Dy Ss Myer
Director




MEMORANDUM to the Under Secretary

Froms: Mo, M. B, PBitts

1

ir, Plutchﬂr DF“TDD,

ct
3

In accordance witl e request of Mayor
of Los Angeles, California, hx in his 1 Okl, to
the White House, a meeting was held at h D.m., nuplbt 18, 19LL km
in the office of the Under Secretary of the Department of the
Interior. Those present at the meeting were: Mr. Abe Fortas, Under
Secretary of Interior, Mr. Oscar L. Choﬂmaﬁ, Assistant Secretary
of Interior, Mr. Fletcher Bowron, lMayor of Los Angeles, California,
Mr. W. C. Mullendore, President of the Los Angeles Chamber of
Commerce, lir. Malcolm E, Pitts, Assistant Director, War Relocation
Authority.

layor Bowron stated that the reason he had requested such a
eting was to present to responsible ’ILI“?Flg in Washington a
iew facts and problems on the West Coast at the present time which
he, and other civic leaders, believe are so omportant as to require
the continued prohibition of pers ons oT Japanese ancestry from the

Pacific Coast area until the war is completely over. These
situations should be clearly understood, and carefully studied and
considered, before permitting any DuJSODh of Javanese ancewtry to
return to their former homes or locations in the now restricted area.
It was understood, he stated, that serious consideration was beinge
given to revoking the present mikitary restriction which required

the evacuation in 1942,

Although there was not now much probability of an attack oy
Japan on the West Coast, Mayor Bewron stated he did not trust
persons of Japanese ancestry, and it was perfectly po;;;”le, in
his opinion, for acts of sabotage to be committed in the highly
industrialized Facific Coast states where vital war material is
being produced at an accelerated rate. Such acts might be in the
nature of reprisals for the evacuation. Even the possibility of
sabotage, however, was not the important factor in his recommendation
and that of other West Coast leaders, that no return to the Pacifie
states be made at present by the evacuees.

2

i The most important considerations relatines to Mayor Bowron's
recomuendation that the restriction of residence by evacuees on the
Pacific Coast remain in effect were the following:

: 7§ Auck of housing facilities.
the housin: cilities formerly ooccu P
ke

t was pointed out that all of
d by persons of Japanese
S

ancestry are now Tilled with war wor , many of them Meazroes,

The po ‘l:ti n of Los Angeles proper has grown over 350,000 in e
the past three years, and all housing facilities now avallable are
filled tﬁ capacity, OSome additi nnai temporary housing construction
is now under way, but this willn provide enough facilities to

really Bive ads nnute housing to tuﬂ persons already there,




Possible racial conflicts. Between 60,000 and 70,000
Negroes nave been imporited into greater Los Angeles from

the South. The public attitude at best, at the present
time, is almost at tinder roint, and riots similar to the
one in Detroit are expected if the evacuses return to the
Coast. Since there are a large number of Filipinos in Los
Angeles, and on the Coast, Uﬁrticularly in the farming areas,
who had close relatives on it is expected that there
would be acts of homicide, aro-n, ;nd possibly gang activi-
ties, resulting in elvil strife, loss of life, property,

and agricultural crops.

Inadequate police protection, Because of the draft, war
work, eand other causes for manpower shortage, the Lo
Angeles Folice Department is 500 Emx men s!iort of wha
should have to handle its population. It was pointed
that protection could not be guaranteed to persons o
Japanese ancestry if they returnzd to the Coast and ny
disturbance should occur.

Evacuee owned property rnal]T : g K:

between 8,000 and 10,000 res ) ming ouses owned
by Amerlcan citizens of uananes necest i g Angeles
that are now occupied by other ne . 108t of whom are
engaged in war work. If an owner should insist
upon legally correct evictiOP or?ers beineg issued against
the present residents, serious problems which will result
in large scale demonstrations and possil C are
envisaged., OSome evacuees, such as tl ;

Terminal Isla nd, have no home or ﬂrorprtv to return to, as
the government is condeming and buying all of 'erm;nal
Island,

Public opinion not conditioned for return of evacuees, The
West Coast public has not been developed through public
relations Leuia to accept a return of persons of Japanese
ancestry to that area., This should be done, if a return
is to be made, and the return very gradual. Soldiers

and soldiers Lt_Alle should be first, with considerable
publieity as to their war records end injuries. The return
should not be a quiet one of iust appearing without any
notice. The agttitude of the present residents on the
Pacifie Coast, it was w-iutgq out, is still deep seated

in resentment agéinst any psrson of Japanese ancestry

and publie can think of nothing good, honest, or honorable
about them. It is bslieved that LJE evacuees wer=s well
organized to assist an invasion by ‘;Han i“ it has come,
and that assistance would have been giv It is stillthe
public opinion that General DeWitt did ©

o
=
<

d bie right thing; and
persons of Japaness ancestry are gone, they are




B

Mayor Bowron stated that he realized that the evacuees, parti-
cularly those that were born in America, could not be excluded
perpetually from the area, and would have to return some time, but
he again advised that it wes his best judgment that the evacuees be

excluded from the coastal area until after the war was gompletely
over.

ayor Bowron stated he nTl" attended

meeting of mayors, with rebr, ves from all
and as Ier east as a resclution ws agsed, ]
talked to nearly al. present at the me Etlhﬁ and ‘elt that the
evacuees should not leave the centers or return to t; coast now.

Mr. Mullendore was asked by Mayor Bowron to add iything further
that he might car to. MNMr, Mullendore statedk that he wished to xmag
reaffirm gll that Mayor Bowron had said, and would only add that,
speaking for industry and the intereats of business, that any
confliets or strife that might take place would disrupt vital war
production.

Under Secretary Fortas thanked both gentlemen for their sincere,
frank and honest pnr ”‘nt”ulop of the problem and the viewpoint which
they represented. He pointed out, however, that .the Department of
the Interior and the War Pelocation Authority were, in reality,
only collaborators in t 31+uation, aﬂ :ot in a position to make
a decision as to wh milltary order should or
should not be liifted, and t evacues ! .-d to return. The
following were the principal obs*rv- s made by Mr. Fortas on
matters pertaining to the situation.

l. Change of restri ior
5Anoe tile T ion

persons  of Japane an
promulg.ted under the

ment , ti'u the Army, as a measure stated to be of ¢1l;ta:y
necessity, the deeision to r ind the ord mil be made

by the #ar Department on 'd ar -*'i hat the military
ne¢essity for deiense and security i

DXXRXIXXEEX® a military IJClEWWn is mede t' ral

restriction order, an orderly process of return of the
evacuees could be expected with many of the various agencies
of tine government cooperating to make it as smooth and
effective as possible.

Possibility of ligigation deciding the problem. It was
pointed out that there were i1n the courts at the present
time several cases which nad a direct bearing upon the
entire problem -- beginning with the evacuation and thru
all its wvarious TEHJv]C!*TﬁP to the right of return to
the Coast. GSome of the involve soldiers of Jananese
ancestry, or h“ﬁ" fami Fgu vidows, who have served in
this war. [May owron stated € > had already talked
Mr. Ennis of L Je“zrtment 0 u ce about =ome of the
hem polnt was. made

LS




that if the problem were sclvec by litigation thru
deeisions of the T_ me Cou that the warious 12en-
cles of the zove and the govermment itself,
would bes i ﬁuC; EuUJer posgi n to assist with this
problem, than if it were hs '. d before a court de-
cision

Internationalx implications. The Ja
did not intern all of tL, ‘WQTWCA”
ahnd other countries con:
evacuation of psrsons of
citlizens and alien alike,
the Lnitpu States. Hvery activity
center 1ics carefully reported to the Japan

.[n
L'l)

e

government
in Japan
after the
American
Coast of
elocetion
se govern-
Spanish
overnment. Representatives of the - government
visit regularly the relocauion centers o: 16 War Re-
location Authority and the internment camps of the
Immigration and Ha ?M?DW,""t;or Bureau of the Department
Of Justice. Public attitudes and opinions are eca arefully
reperted thru this channel,and possible others, to the
Japanese government. Without doubt, some actions on
the part of the United St nt' toward persons of Japan-
ede ancestry here have ed in reprisals by the
Japanese governmPnt aga jerlCuU nationals and
militery pri ners held jn or Japanese conquered
countries, ;,nlnp that done to avoid any sueh
reprisals sh 4 be done, as tJOSe persons held in
custody by f Japanese government should be bprotected

as much as
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Fublic_opinion definitely not one sid The Depart-
ment of the Interior and the War Relocation Authority
find that public opinion definitely is not one sided

or consistent., On the one hand, a portion of the
ublie raises cries that the are being coddled
given sumptious quarters, withx scarce or
rationed foods, and are D ] i
On the other hand, another
as the Ameriean ulvwl Liberti
diserimination, violation of liberties,
endeavors to instigate "'“_ C gach case
o rind malfessence and v Hiic >f constitutional
rights. It is definitely i ult and :nfealra le
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progress,. Because of the faet that about
had left the centers to work at various points
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many in vitalx war plants and industri es, and there had
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OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
CITY HALL
Los Angeles 12, Califormia

January 26, 1945

Mr. William H. McReynolds

Administrative Assistant to the President
The White House

Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. McReynolds:

Referring to our discussion while I was in Weshington last
November relative to the return of the Japanese to the Pacific coastal
srea, 1 fully intended, upon my return, to prepare and forward to you
a statement containing certain facts I feel have been largely overlooked
and outlining my views relative to the problem as it affects the City of
Los Angeles end southern California. Due to the pressure of other matters,
this was delayed and, after announcement of the =zction of the Army, followed
by the Supreme Court decision, it appeared that such statement would serve
no useful purpose.

I desire, however, to make certain suggestions which I hope you
will be able to place before such person or persons in officisl position
who will determine the policy with reference to the future program of the
Federal Government as to the care and treatment of such of the Japanese
as are now at liberty to return to Californmia, Weshington and Orsgon. Let
me make it clear that anything I may have said in the past was not based
upon a lack of appreciation of the constitutionzl rights of these people
or because of racisl prejudice, but soley by reason of a sincere desire to
see that nothing was done that would in eny manner interfere with the pro-
secution of the war.

You will reczll that I expressed great concern about the matter of
housing for the Japenese, =nd indicated a fear that their return in large
numbers might result in seridus cons=equences for the following reasons:

(a) that many war workers now living in houses owned by Japenese would be
evicted, with no place to go, and that the Japsnese who replaced them in
their living quarters would not he accepted as employees in loeal war plants;
and, (b) that the section of the city (known loczlly as Little Tokyo) where
most of the Japanese formerly lived, now embraces almost exclusively a colored
population for whom other housing in this immediate area simply c-nnot be
provided. ZXKnowing the temper of the people, I feared an zdverse effect upon
morale in this important war production area, disturbances, and possibly

rece riots.

While in Weshington, I hed a conference with Under tecretary of the
Interior Abe Fortas and Assistant Secretary of the Interior Oscar L. Chapman,
and sinece thet time I have had several conferences with Dillon Meyer and
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vaerious other connected with the War Relocation Authority. I feel that
these gentlemen have mede an honest mistake in misjudging public épinion,
and that they sre in error when they believe thst the majority of the
people favor the return of the Japanese. This was only natural .ecause

of the people with whom they ccme in contact. Thoce entertaining = deep-
seated prejudice and recentment sre not demonstrative and voesl. But on
every hand, citizens with whom I come in contact tell me privately how they
feel. I hsve reeived a report, as yet unverified, that a2 secret anti-
Japanese organization has Leen formed for the purpose of discouraging future
concentration of Japenese population in California snd other P:ucific Coast
States by resorting to illegal methods usch as employed Ly the vigilantes
of a half-century or more ago.

Fortunately, very few Japanese have as yet reti.rned to this area
and so long as the grester num erof them now at liberty will remain else-
where, this will be the hapiiest snd most desirable solution of the prolem.
So far as appears upon the surface, the people of Los Angeles have acepted
the decision to pemit the Japanese to return graefully. We are doing our
very best to adjust loesl conditions to receive them, and, in this we have
had excellent cooperation from the press. I believe the publicmind will not
be unduly disturbed so long as the Japznese continue to trieckie in. ITf we
do not have too many to deal with, through the eity police depsrtment =nd
otherwise as far a= we cen do so, we will fully protect them in their persons
and property and =s to all eitizenship rights of those born in this cowmtry.
There is, however, great danger if they come in large numbers because, first,
of housing shortege snd, second, because msny people are determined thet
there must not again be such a large concentration of Japanese populstion in
this aresa.

It must be remembered that Los Angeles was the center of population
for about one-third of all Japanese, both native snd foreign born, residing
in America before the war. There were 37,000 in Los Angeles County alone
and 43,000 in Southern California, out of a total of approxim:=tely 226,000.
Since the evacuation of Japsnese from the coastal area our economy and other
econditions hsve been adjusted to their absence and during that intervening
time approximately 500,000 people, including war workers and their families,
hsve taken up residence in the Los Angeles metropolitan area. Under existing
conditions, it will he very difficult indeed to absorb any considerable pro-
portion of the original Jepanese population, and their return would produce
problems for this area and community beyond the vower and ability of loeal
government to handle, snd for which we feel the Federal Government has direct
respongibility.

Very frankly, I feel that it would h=ve teen far -etter if the Japanese
had not "een removed in 1942, and the present situation cannot be met by re-
solutions of orgenizstions and the declarations of minority groups that all
Japanese should be welcomed bak as American citizens. It is far more practiel
than that. After mature consideration, I feel that the only answer is to keep
open certain of the relocation centers, particularly those at Gila, Poston
and Menzanar, =nd to permit Japenese to remain there purely on a voluntary basis.
The prescnt announced poliey of closing these camrs will force many Japanese
to return to Los Angeles and other congested industrizl aress of the Pacific
Coast ageinst their wish and preference. I am confident of this from investiga-
tions I have made. I have personally talked with some of the Japsnese who have
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come back to Los Angeles and from variocus sources have ascertained the atti-
tude of those still emaining in the centers who asre at liberty to go where they
will,

According to the rest information obtainable there are =pproximately
60,000 Japanese remaining in =11 war relocation centers who are eligible to
leave. Most of those who formerly resided in Southern California are loeated
in centers avove named, which have capacity for housing Jeapanese es follows:
Posen, 15,000, Gila, 10,000 end Manzenar, 6,000, I am informed that 90 per
cent of the Japanese people remazining in these relocstion centers would rprefer
to stay there until after the war. Avout 10 per cent seem determined to return
to California. We c=n take c=re of that number. Therefore the yroblem is
comparetively simple by merely caring for the Japanese who would voluntarily
remain away if given an opportunity to do so. If, in accordence with smnnownced
plens, all centers must be eclosed by the end of the cslendar year 1945, many
of the Japanese will return here because this section is famili=sr to them and
they know of no other place to go. The result of numerous inquiries leads me
to believe that if the relocation centers are closed by the end of the calendar
year, we will have hack in Los Angeles and in this congested area more than 50
per cent of the large Japanese population. It is quite obvious that if they
could have been induced to go elsewhere this would huve been already accomplished.
Over a period of two years the War Relocation Authority has, been able to
relocate only about 35,000 Japanese.

In the light of this experience, it apvears to be an impossibvility to
move the remaining 60,000 in 11 months under any plan or purpose to reak
up concentrations and secure a wider distribution of population. If 60,000
Japanese are to be set adrift during 1945 I can see little else than tummoil.
Whet I fear is that we may have some unpleassnt occurrences which will be so
magnified by the time the news reaches Jzpan that our interned American citizens
and war prisoners in Jzpenese custody will reeive brutsl treatment or te killed
on the theory of retalistion.

The following information is presented in the bqlief that it is factusal:

Under present directives, all schools in the enters will be closed by
the end of June. This will mean that apvroximstely six monthe may elapse during
which Japanese children will have no schooling and no adequate supervision.

The result will be serious delingueney problems, both before and sfter these
children return to Csliformia publie schools.

From 20 to 25 per cent, or from 12,000 to 15,000 of the Japanese remain-
ing in the centers are classified gs social security or dependency cases. Some
are old, some are ill; some are so classified because they do not speak English,
or otherwise could not adjust themselves without considerable assistance. Few,
if any, of these will be able to esrn a living. In the event of their release
from the relocation centers, these people would receive payment in smounts of
from $20.00 to §50.00 per month, which would be far short of a sufficient amount
to support them. This would mean that they would be dependents and a community
burden. While I hsve no wey of verifying the statement, I have been informed
that these Japsnese may be supported at the relocation centers at an average
per capita cost of $36.00 per month.

All of the centers are provided with well-egquipped hospitals, and
hospital facilities in Los Angles are not only overerowded, but whoily inade-
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quate to teke cere of the loesl civilisn povulation. I am informed that at
the present time approximately 1 per cent of all Japanese in the reloecsation
eenters are hospital patients., Hillerest Sanitariwm in Los Angeles County
now hes 400 Japanese tubercular cases, end there are 30 more at Manzsnar
awaiting trensportation. There asre approximately 200 tu ercular caczes in
gll of the centers.

At Manzanar there are zout 50 Japanese orphans under 12 years of
age. There is no place for these children in local orphanages.

From the foregoing facts I sucgest, and strongly recommend, that
the three war relocation centers remain open for an indefinite period because
of the continued existence of an emergency resulting from the impsct of war
snd occasioned, in p=zrt at least, Ly the action of the Federal Government in
removing the Japanese people from their homes in California and elsewhere.

In further support of this recommendztion I ceall sttention to the
serious housing situation in the Los Angeles area. DNot only are homes owned
by American-born Japanese now cccupied by others, ut the housinz proilem
im Los Angeles at the present time is, I believe, the most difficult of any
large eity in America. There are no vacant houses, apartments or hotel rooms.
Within the past few days I have held conferences with Army and Navy officers,
end loeal &nd regzional representatives of OPA, War Manpower, Wer Production,
National Housing Authority and others in official position. The situation
is indeed eritical. There se no pl=zces for the families of Army and Navy
personnel, ineluding enlisted men as well as officers, to live. War pro-
duetion eannot be inc eased because of labor shortage. The estimate at the
present time of such shortage ie about 25,000 of which 8300 repesent the
number of emuloyees needed in those industries having the highest priority
rating. Even if it were possible to secure employees from other sections
of the county, the local manpower shortage could not be relieved for the very
ohbvious reason of lack of livihg guarters. Returned serviemen, vetersns disa
charged from the Amy and Navy, cannot find living accommodstions. It
therefore must be apparent that if Japanese are to return to Los Angeles they
will directly orindirectly displue Amy and Navy personnel stationed herse,
returned veterans, and war workers and their femilies.

I also wish to call your attention to other facts which have relation
to affording protebion to returning Japanese and are of most sericus conse-
quence with esoet to the protection of life and property snd seuity in
this area. I refer to the greatly reduced personnel in our police and fire
departments. The total authorized :strength of the Los Angeles Police Depart-
ment is 2594. This was inadequste even bhefore the war, largely obecause of
the vast areza of the City of Los Angeles snd chesnzing population. Since the
war, our population has inereacsed within the city limits by approximately
250,000, and the inereace in the metropolitan area, of which Los Angeles is
the center, has been in excess of 500,000. All of this is in addition to the
military personnel. And it must be remembered that Los Angeles is the play-
ground for hundreds of thousands of people who do not regularly live here,
mostly war workers from outzide areas, and soldiers and szilors on leave.
This situation has attracted here many undesirable characters, hoodlums,
gamblers, procstitutes, esmp followers, and an objectionably eriminal element,
Despite the greatly increesed populstion and multiplicity of problems, it is
imnoesible to maintain our police force at even pre-war strength. Five
hundred and nine police offiecers are in the armed forces. Others hove gone into
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war work, and there has been the ususl number of retirements. Although we
have gre tly reduced mental snd physical standards, it is impossible to fill
vacaneies, which now number exactlt 500, the total present strength being 2094.

Now, we learn from the State Director of Selective Service that
within the next three months we will lose =11 policemen who sre under 29
years of age. This will meen 374 polie officers, including 170 reguluar
officers and 204 emergency police offiers suuointed for the duration. What
we =Te going to do to proteect the people of Lgs Angeles T do not know. With
a population of approximately 1,750,0°0, and with the many problems resulting
from the totel =sre= population of 3,500,000, a police fore of 1720 is wholly
inadeguate, and we fully expeet a crime wave to result. On top of this, we
ae asked to afford protection for retumming Japanese who will move into
an overcrowded city and, larzely of necessity, will push out of theirliving
gquarters whites and blacks, amny of whom are war workes.

The problem is not much simpler in connection with protecticn against
fire. It must be understood that msny of the war plants in this srea rely
heavily upon the Los Angeles Fire Department to afford protection against
fire. The nomal authorized strength of the fire department is 1812 whieh,
2s in the cacse of the police, was inadequate efoe the war. There ae 285
on military leave. The number of vacancies at the present time is 431, and,
by taking all firemen 29 years of age or under, we will lose an additional
1228, And, just as in the police department, there is no possibility of
filling these vacancies.

There is yet another point I would like to make, although it is not
in any way connected with the administretion of local government. It refers
to the guestion of security. If the number of Japanese in this area should
be reduced to approximately 10 per cent of the former population, their
movements and activities could »e mueh more easily observed, and in such
manner, this vital war produection area could be more sdequately protected
against possible sabotage and espionage. I do not have great fear of szbotage,
but for reasons that I made known to you during our conversation, I believe
that at least some of those who return may collect and transmit valuable war
information.

I am submitting thids letter to you with request that you will see that
the information and suggestions herein contained will reeive consideration
by one who will not only appreciste the sericusness of the situaticn, but who
is in a position to, and will, do something a out it.
Yours very truly,

Fletcher Bowron

Mayor






