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Send the following metsage, subject to the terms on back hereoj Q̂r which are hereby agreed to 

LOB ANGELES, CALIFORNIA  

Ih RCH IB,  194k 

HONORABLE TOM STEWART 
UNITED STATES SEIÌATE  

ASTIINGTON,  D. C. 

ANSWERING YOUR TELEGRAM MARCH FOURTEENTH IT WILL 

BE IMPOSSIBLE FOR  ME TO COMB TO WASHINGTON NEXT WEEK AS I MUi.iT BE 

IN COURT AND HAVE MANY IMPORTANT CITY MATTE .S TO  ATTEND TO HI1RE. 

I  MIGHT CO 3  ON AT  A  IkTVL TI:  B  IF YOU FEEL  I.'Y  TESTIl'ONY  BE 

OF VALUE. I  SUGGEST OTHER WITNESSES AS FOLLOWS• TOM WALLACE, 

UKI TED STAT>3  CUSTOMS, FEDERAL BUILDING,  LOS ANGELES,  WHO HAS MADE 

INVESTIGATION OF JAPANESE ACTIVITIES  OVER A PERIOD OF YEARS. 

J.  MES S T E A D Y ,  FEDERAL BUILDING, LOS.  ANGELES,  V  HO FOR WO YEARS 

HAS MADE INV  3TXGATI0N OF  LOCAL *  FOR DISS  CO;  ITTEE  OF THE 

HOUSE. AND LYLE KANE,  DEPUTY COUNTY ASSESSOR, HALL  OF  JUSTICE, 

LOS AH GELKS,  W-IQ HAS  COLLE CTED SOI;I3  VERY INTERESTING IUF  RMATION 

IN  ASSESSING PROP HTY OF JAPANESE IN  THIS  COUNTY. I  7/ILL  BE  VERY 

GLAD TO COOPERATE ITH  YOU IN  ANY AY  YOU MAY SUGGEST. 

FLETCHER BONBON 

MAYOR 

Fbrm'2lj 

4 
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Mayor's acct 
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P O S T A L T E L E G R A P H - C A B L E C O M P A N Y 

TRA NSM I TS A ND DEL I VERS THE WI THI N MESSAGE SUBJ ECT TO THE F O L L O W I N G T E R M S A ND CONDI T I ONS: 
T o guard against mistakes or delays, the sender of a message should order i t 

n t a H A i i i U ; that is, telegraphed back to the or iginating office for compar ison. F or 
tins, one- half the unrepeated message rate is charged in addi tion. Unless otherwise 
" l oc ated on its face, T H I S I S A N U N R E P E A T E D M E S S A G E A N D P A I D F O R 

j m c o n s ' aer at i on whereof i t is agreed between the sender of the message 
and this C ompany as fol lows: 

1. T he C ompany shall not be l iable for mistakes or delays in the transmission or 
u n ^ v  ̂ n o f a ? y , me s s age received for transmission at the U N -
R E L A T E D M E S S A G E rate, whether caused by the negligence of its servants 
or otherwise, beyond the sum of F I V E H U N D R E D D O L L A R S ; nor for mistakes 
or delays in the transmission or del ivery, or for non- delivery of anv message received 
v w n ^ i w � t w t R E P E A T E D - M E S S A G E rate, beyond the sum of F I V E 
1 H O u bA N D D O L L A R S ; nor for mistakes or delays in the transmission or delivery, 
° r . "on- dehvery, of any message received for transmission at the S P E C I A L L Y 
V A L U E D M E S S A G E rate, beyond the sum at which such message shall be valued, 
in wr iting, by the sender thereof when tendered for transmission and for which pay-
ment is made or agreed to be made of the amount of the repeated- message rate and 
an additional charge equal to one- tenth of one per cent of the amount by which such 
wr itten valuation shall exceed five thousand dol lars; nor in any case for delays ar ising 
from unavoidable inter ruption in the working of its lines, or for errors in cipher or 
obscure messages. 

f
 2 ' T h e C o mp a n y i s hereby made the agent of the sender, w i thout l iabi l i ty, to 
forward this message over the lines of any other company or by any other means 
ol communication when necessary to reach its destination. 

u ^ ? t i c messages and incoming cable messages wil l be delivered free wi thin 
one- half mi le of the C ompany s office in towns of 5,000 population or less, and wi thin 
one mi le of such office in other cities or towns. Beyond these l imits the C ompany 
does not under take to make del ivery, but wi l l , wi thout l iabi l i ty, at the sender's request, 
as his agent and at his expense, endeavor to contract for hi m for such del ivery at a 
reasonable price. 3 

4. N o responsibil ity attaches to this C ompany concerning messages unti l the same 
are accepted at one if itS tr ansmi tting offices; and if a message is sent to such office 
by one of the C ompany s messengers he acts for that purpose as the agent of the sender. 

5. I he C ompany shall not be l iable tor damages or statutory penalties in any case 
where the claim is not presented in wr i ting wi thin sixty days after the message is filed 
wi th the C ompany for transmission. 

6. I t is agreed that pr ompt and correct transmission and delivery of this message shall 
be presumed in any action for recovery of tol ls thereto; subject, however, to rebuttal 
by competent evidence. 

7. Special terms governing the transmission of messages under the classes of 
messages enumerated below shal l appl y to messages in each of such respective classes 
in addi t i on to al l foregoing terms. 

T H E N F O R E G O I N G E E T H I S C O M P A N Y I S A U T H O R I Z E D T O V A R Y 

P OSTAL TE LE GRAP H-CABLE COMP ANY 
A U <- r-,,r-,.,S LdRENCE H" MACKAY,  C H A I R M A N OF T H E B O A R O 
A . H . G R I S W O L D , Execut i ve V i c e - P r e s . d e n t 

CLASSES 
DOM EST I C MESSAGES 

FAST TELEGRAMS. A full- rate expedited service. 

DAY LETTERS. A deferred day service at rates lower than the fast telegram rate. 
One and one- half times the N i ght L etter rate for the transmission of 50 words or 
lass, and one- fifth of the ini tial rate for each addi tional 10 words or less. 

SPECIAL TERMS APPLYING TO DAY LETTERS. I n fur ther consideration of the re-
duced rate for this special Day L etter " service, the fol lowing special terms in addi tion 
to those enumerated above are hereby agreed to: 

( a j I j e t t c r s . m a y b ? forwarded by the T elegraph C ompany as a deferred service 
and the transmission and del ivery of such Day L etter is, in all respects, subordinate 
to the pr ior i ty of transmission and del ivery of full rate telegrams. 
(b) T his Day L etter is received subject to the express understanding and agree-
ment that the C ompany does not under take that a Day L etter shall be delivered 
on the day of its date absolutely and at all events; but that the Company 's obl igation 
in this respect is subject to the condition that there shall remain sufficient t ime for 
the transmission and del ivery of such Day L etter on the day of its date dur ing regular 
office hours, subject to the pr ior i ty of the transmission of full rate telegrams under the 
conditions named above. 

NIGHT MESSAGES. Accepted up to 2.00 a. m. at reduced rates to be sent dur ing 
the night and delivered not earlier than the morning of the ensuing business day! 
N ' f h t messages may at the option of the T elegraph C ompany be mai led at destination 
to the addressees, and the C ompany shall be deemed to have discharged its obl igation 
in such cases wi th respect to delivery by mai l ing such N i ght Messages at destination, 
postage prepaid. ' 

NIGHT LETTERS. Accepted up to 2.00 a. m. for del ivery on the mor ning of the ensuing 
business day, at rates still lower than night message rates, as fol lows: T he fast 
telegram rate for 10 words shall be charged for the transmission of 50 words or less, 
and one- fifth of such rate for 10 words shall be charged for each addi tional 10 words 

O F SERVI CE 

SPECIAL TERMS APPLYING TO NIGHT LETTERS. I n fur ther consideration of the 
reduced rate for this special "N i ght L etter " service, the fol lowing spécial terms in 
addi tion to those enumerated above are hereby agreed to: 

(a) N i ght L etters may at the option of the T elegraph C ompany be mai led at 
destination to the addressees, and the C ompany shall be deemed to have discharged 
its obl igation in such cases wi th respect to del ivery by mai l ing such N i ght L etters 
at destination, postage pr epaid. 

CA BL E MESSAGES 
FULL RATE MESSAGES receive regular and pr ompt service in their order of filing. 
C ode language permi tted. 

DEFERRED RATE MESSAGES at one- half of the full rate to fol low full rate messages. 
M us t be in plain language of country of or igin, or of destination, or in F rench. F ul l 
particulars as to countr ies where this class of service is effective will be furnished upon 
appl ication to any Postal T elegraph office. 

NIGHT CABLE LETTERS at reduced rates. M us t be in plain language of country of 
or igin, or of destination, or in F rench where transmitted by telegraph to destination, 
subordinated to the pr ior i ty of transmission of ful l and deferred rate messages. M ay 
be posted, when sender so directs, to countr ies where this service is not avai lable, at 
tariffs to countr ies from which such messages are posted. U nder latter circumstances, 
messages must contain complete mai l ing address including chargeable posting instruc-
tions ( i. e., "P ost L ondon, " etc.). M i n i mum word basis of twenty to twenty- five words 
appl ied. Code addresses may be used except for messages delivered by post. F igures 
explained by text admi tted. I ndicator " N L T " required and charged for as one word. 
F or fur ther par ticulars appl y at any P ostal T elegraph office. 

N O E M P L O Y E E O F T H I S C O M P A N Y I S A U T H O R I Z E D T O V A R Y T H E F O R E G O I N G . 
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C I T Y H A L L 

L o s  ANGELES, CALI FORNIA 

April S4, 1943 

Honorable A. B. Chandler, Chairman 
Subcommittee of  Committee  on Military Affairs 
United States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear Senator: 

Import ant affaire of the City of Los Angele« will 
make it impossible for rae to be present as a witness befor e your 
oooBlttte. I aro therefore talcing the opportunity afford ed by 
your telegraphic request, to submit a statement of facts a nd an 
expression of my views and recommendations relative to the treat-
ment and disposition of Japanese, both American and fore ign bora, 
now located at the War Relocation Centers. 

For many years prior to Pearl Harbor and the 
declaration of war by this country against Japan, in th e Los 
Angeles metropolitan area was the largest concentration o f 
Japanese in America. Within the limits of the city and with in 
the radius of a comparatively few miles of Los Angeles re sided 
approximately one-tiilrd of all of the Japanese on the Pac lfio 
Ooast, about one-fourth of all of the Japanese in America , Hot 
only was the largest population located here but we belie ve this 
was the center of activity and intrigue in preparation f or the 
conflict that many Japanese secretly knew was to ccrae so me day. 
The selection of occupations, the location of businesses , truck 
farat* and other activities, could not have been mere coin cidence, 
fhile during years past we were all too blind to see it an d most 
of  us  were disarmed and unsuspecting because of the smiling 
courtesy and what seemed inoffensive  and  undesiprnlni? peaceful 
pursuits of the friendly Japanese in  our  midst, as we look back 
now we verily believe that  many  of  the Japanese  residents in this 
section moved  and  acted in  accordance  with  a  definite plan and 
that many of them were prepared to turn and rend those who 
b e f r l e a M th#m. We believe that part of their strateg y was to 
appear inoffensive, friendly, and the loyalty proclai med and 
declared by numerous of the Hlsei, or native born Japanese , was 
merely  a  shield to make no one suspicious of their activities 
and  to  permit them to be more effective when the time came  to 
strike. 

In  order to give force and meaning  to  ray  views and 
recommendations, I feel  that it  is  necessary to give somethii^ 
of a historical background  to the Japanese situation  in Southern 
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California because it is my earnest recommendation that every 
precaution be taken, and every Japanese (regardless of h ow 
loudly be proclaims his disfavor for the ruling military c lique 
in Japan and how apparently earnestly he proclaims his loya lty 
to this country and with whatever apparent fervor he decl ares 
his American patriotism) should be watched and given no o pportun-
ity to serve the cause of the Mikado by conveying information, 
any act of sabotage, or otherwise. 

I believe that many, probably the great majority, 
of the Japanese now located in this country would prefer an 
American to a Japanese victory. I believe that many of th em 
would serve faithfully in the armed forces of the United 8t ates. 
I believe that the larger proportion, even if given an oppor tun-
ity, would not turn a hand to aid the country of their forefat hers. 
But I also believe, and, if I am correct, this is the crux, the 
Important consideration to determine the handling of Japan ese 
and precautions to be taken — 1 believe that no one is able 
to separate the good from the bad, to determine in advance 
what any individual Japanese will do if he has the oppor tunity. 
His birth in this country cannot be the determining fac tor, 
in feet, I believe that many of the foreign born Japanese 
who left their country because they objected to rule by the 
military power to seek a new land are far less dangerous than 
many who were born in California, ri^ht here in Los Ange les. 
Neither do I believe that those in the relocation centers, 
or at any time, or at all, who teve declared Japanese loyal ty 
or loyalty to the United States of America, have voluntarily 
placed themselves in the proper category. I believe that those 
who are most dangerous have been instructed in the matte r of 
pretense and that those who will be most useful and most 
valuable to the Japanese Government are those who best evoid 
suspicion and because suspicion is not directed at what the y 
may do will be able to make contacts, get in places where they 
can secure the most information, and relay the informa tion or 
otherwise assist the cause of our enemy. X feel that it is a 
part of the Japanese philosophy and training to attain per fection 
in deceit. 

Kow, let me review briefly some of the things that 
went on for years under our noees in bouthern California.  A 
Japanese fishing fleet supplied a considerable portio n of fresh 
fish for our food supply and for the fish canneries. On Ter minal 
Island in Los Angeles Harbor was located the largest fi sh canning 
industry in America. Close by was a Japanese village to whic h 
came Japanese from the many Japanese ships that entered the 
harbor. It has been reported on grood authority that ther e were 
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frequent substitutions in Japanese crews, thus afford ing a 
means of illegal entry of many persons from Japan sent here 
on secret and diplomatic missions. The Japanese fisherme n 
for many years plied the waters of the Pacific Coast, ex-
tending their regular trips along the shores of Lower Cal i-
fornia and other Mexican points. It is reported that they 
made frequent contacts with mysterious ships at sea. Ma ny 
of these fishing craft were large ships, large enough to 
cruise many thousand miles, across the Pacific, if necess ary, 
and equipped with powerful radio sending and receiving sets 
of the most modern design. This afforded an opportunity to 
chart evary mile of our coast line and to take pictures of 
every point that could be readily recognized by sea, lan d or 
air, in fact, among the Japanese were many expert photog raphers 
who took pictures of everything. 

Aside from the fishing industry, the principal 
occupation of Japanese in this area was produce raising?. T hey 
had small farms or truck gardens in many localities, but pr in-
cipally along the coast where landings could be effec ted, where 
observations of the sea lanes could be made, and close to 
railitary objectives. Most of these farmers near the sea coast 
had tractors which could have been used to assist in effe cting 
landings and drawing artillery. Practically all of the f armers 
and vegetable dealers had large trucks, which, taken t ogether 
with the tractors, would have sipplled a fairly respectab le 
mobile unit for a landing army. In fact, several years a go, 
during the annual maneuvers of the California National G uard, 
one of the units simulating a landing party made their landin g 
entirely with Japanese fishing boats and Japanese-owned e quip-
ment. The produce business afforded an opportunity for Japanese 
to go everywhere day and night. Most of the produce was hauled 
to market in the night ti$e. About two-thirds of the vegetable s 
and berry production in Los Angeles County was controll ed by the 
Japanese. This control was fr&m the grower to the consume r through 
the wholesaler and retailer. The operating technique of these 
Japanese was alonic the lines of a business trust or monopo ly. 
The Japanese farmer or vegetable grower would sell only to 
Japanese wholesalers and the wholesalers sold almost exc lusively 

2 S J 2 2 & & ? r s  ? f t h 2 i r  gf lJSH** Japanese vegetable markets were 
everywhere, along the highways and as concessions in most o f the 
business sections of this and other Southern California c ities. 
The Japanese wholesalers would sell some of their inferio r 
quality products to American and Chinese dealers.  Kvery  Jap 
grower, wholesaler and retailer belonged to 6ne of the many 
trade associations which had been organized for each of the 
various phases of production and distribution of agricu ltural 
products. These trade associations, in turn, were Joined tog ether 
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to form the Central Japanese A geooiation which was controlled 
and directed from the Japanese Consulate in Los Angdles.  Thus 
we had a complete and effective organization reaching e very 
section in Southern California through which every one of the 
Japanese race could be contacted, A check indicated that 
there were 1538 Japanese farms in Los Angeles County; the 
majority of them, or 1391, raised vegetables and berrie s, 
about 90 raised flowers for the local market, and 57 produ ced 
miscellaneous products, such ae alfalfa, grapes and c itrus 
fruits. It is'estimated that the Japanese controlled about 
65$ of the total acreage devoted to vegetables and berries in 
Los Angeles County and about 37<£ of such acreage in the  State 
of California. The evacuation of the Japanese caused so me 
temporary dislocation to the vegetable business in thi s area 
but there has been a more rapid readjustment than anticipated. 
Replacement of Japanese vegetable growers has been made by 
American farmers Increasing their previous acreage and by 
placing Chinese, Koreans. Mexicans and a few others on the 
small farms vacated by tne Jans. Were it not for the prese nt 
labor shortage throughout the country, which is acute In t his 
area because of the constant demand for more workmen in war 
Industries located in Southern California, vegetable pro duction 
probably would heve returned to normal.  -We have plenty of 
experienced growers, the problem ¿e to obtain enough farm l abor 
to work in the fields. It is interesting to note that, so far 
as can be determined, few Japs did agricultural work for wages. 
The Japanese who operated the larger farms usually employ ed 
Filipinos or  I  exican workers. The smaller Japanese farms or 
truck gardens were operated by individual families, t he partnts 
and children doing all of the work of planting, cultivati ng 
and taking the produce to market. There appears to be no 
accurate inventory as to the amount ofIferm machinery and 
equipment that was left behind by the Japanese when they w ere 
gathered up and sent to relocation centers. The American Legion 
is now conducting a survey in an effort to oollect as much of 
the equipment as possible and plans are under way to make the 
same available for use by American farmers. 3ome is in stora ge 
but recently published reports to the effect that Japan ese farm 
equipment was made unavailable are probably exaggerat ed. At 
the Los Angeles wholesale vegetable markets the Japanese were 
in control of at least two-thirds of the business. When the 
Japs left, American and Chinese took over. This was done wit h 
no apparent difficulty. It is estimated by the produce dealers 
association of Los Angeles that there are about 4000 retail 
vegetable outlets in this county, most of them being c onnected 
with l^rge grocery markets. The Japanese controlled approxi mately 
2500. The usual method here wes for Japs to obtain a sub-lease 
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fro® a market and sell vegetables as a concession in the la rger 
stores and retail markets. 

In the City of Los Angeles the principal concen-
tration of population was in a seotlon of the city commonly 
referred to a* »Little Tokio.« Most of the property in th is 
area is owned by American citizens not of Japanese parentag e 
who leased buildings to Japanese to be used as stores, ho tels 
and rooming houses. Some of the properties ?/ere purchased by 
American-born Japanese. Upon evacuation, most of the Ja ps 
defaulted in their leases or purchase contracts and th e owners 
are faced with a somewhat serious problem of making use of the 
property. Practically all of the property still remains u n-
occupied because there seetus to be a disinclination of others 
to move into the "Little Tokio* area. 

From what has been stated, it will appear that 
it h s been demonstrated that Japanese are not essential to 
our California agricultural or business economy, that th ey have 
been replaced in~various fields, despite the wartime manpower 
shortage. 

The Japanese were active in other fields in this 
locality, the selection of which assuredly must have been by 
design and in accordance with a carefully laid plan. The 
Japanese Consulate at Los Angeles apparently assumed dir ection 
of* many things that had to do with what appeared to be nor mal 
activities of the Japanese population. Within the past few days 
the American press has made reference to a spokesman of the 
Japanese Government who in a radio address in Tokio Justi fies 
the murder of American aviators who were captured after the 
bombing of Tokio and other Japanese cities. The name of this 
spokesman is Tomokazu Hori. It is quite apparent that h e Is a 
rather important personage in Japan. From 1934 to 1937 , Tomakaiu 
Hori served as Japanese Consul in Los Angeles. i>urin g that time 
there was much activity of an ominous character, the signif icance 
of which was not at that time appreciated. Under date of  June 28, 
1934, the Chief Engineer and General Manager of the Bureau of 
Water Works and Supply of the City of Los Angeles receiv ed a 
request from the Japanese Consulate for detailed informati on 
concerning the entire water system of the city, with maps an d 
specifications relating to reservoirs, water supply end p ipe 
line system. The city official to whom the request wee addr essed 
informed the Division of Investigation, United States De partment 
of Justice, and asked for advice. The Special Agent in Char ge 
of the Bureau of Investigation stated that the matter w as not 
within the Jurisdiction of that office and suggested that the 
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General Manager of the Water Bureau communicate with the 
Commanding Officer at Fort MacArthur, 3an Pedro. This was  done 
and the Commander of the fort advised that he was forwar ding 
the letter to the Commanding General, Ninth Corps Area, a t the 
Presidio, San Francisco. Word came back that the request o f 
the Japanese Consulate did not pertain to the peacetime func tions 
of the regular army and the city official was directed to ref er 
the matter to the Bureau of Investigation of the Department o f 
Justice, so we were beck where we started. Therefore, no 
Federal investigation was made of the matter whatever. Ho wever, 
the Chief Engineer and General Manager of the Bureau of Wate r 
Works and Supply felt it inadvisable to supply the inform?tio n. 
Years passed by, and in December 1941, after Pearl Harbor a nd 
the declaration of war, I felt it advisable to make a che ck to 
find what employees of Japanese extraction of the city h ad and 
what they were doing and if they were in such position tha t they  v 
could secure information of milita r y value. I discovered to my V 
amaeement that Japanese by schooling themselves snd tak ing civil > 
service examinations had filtered into the most importa nt positions 
where they not only had all of the information relative t o our — 
water works system but also our electric power develo pment and 
distribution system as well, ̂ -h i le I am unable to su ggest that 
these city employees were In their positions by design or th at 
there was evidence that any of them was disloyal to this co untry, 
nevertheless, Japanese employees in the City of Los Angeles were 
in a position not only to have secured valuable informati on but 
to have sabotaged our water and power and llrht systems.>  More-
over, I found that a Japanese was in an important positi on in 
our Civil Service Department where he could be of great assi stance 
in placing other Japanese in various civil service positions. 
Incidentally, the latter was a son of a former Japanese admi ral, 
with whom he lived, and was actively identified with the J apanese 
tourist or travel bureau. Although employed in the City Hal l, he 
lived at the harbor some fifteen or twenty miles away, an d reports 
reached me, which I transmitted to Federal authorities, that he 
had over a period of years frequently met Japanese from v arious 
Japanese ships landing at the harbor and may have assisted in the 
illegal entry of many Japs in this manner. This partic ular 
Japanese was one of those who loudly declaimed Amerioan pat riotism 
and, according to my information, has been released from a 
relocation center and is now located in the middle west. 

Permit me to mention another case, that of a brilliant 
young Japanese woman, the wife of a doctor, who last fa ll was 
released from a relocation center ana permitted to go on a speaking 
tour throughout the country for the International Y. v.C. A.  n, his 
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woman was  b o m  In this country and is a graduate of a California 
university. After her graduation, she went to Japan wheres ne 
remained five years, being connected with the Trrvel Depar tment 
of the Anslo-Japanese Division of the Japanese Society of 
Cultural Relations. I have definite information that  while 
in Japan she was in close association with Germans in b usiness 
and diplomatic life. After her return here, she was act ively 
identified with various Japanese organizations prior to Pearl 
Harbor. ^ 

I mention these two cases to show that those who 
make decisions in releasing Japanese from the relocation centers 
have released two highly intelligent and potentially dan gerous 
Japanese in the belief that they are loyal to this count ry and 
would not under any circumstances do anythin  g  tha t would give 
aid or comfort to our enemy in time of war. I doubt if anyone 
is qualified to make this decision. 
It is impossible to look into an Oriental mind and det ermine 
the mental reservation at the time a Japanese proclaims his 
pro-American feeling. The number of actual enemy agents among 
them may be small but I am of the firm belief that there ar e 
many, including Japanese men and women born in this coun try, 
who would aid Japan if the opportunity presented itself. But 
even if the percentage was very small, 1 do not feel that w e can 
afford to take the chance of attempting to make a determin ation 
and separate the loyal from the disloyal, the innocent fro m the 
dangerous, in time of War when so much depends upon the outco me 
of our conflict with Japan. I feel that it is a matter of 
discretion and a part of wisdom to treat them all as pot entially 

dangerous. 

Looking back on events of the past few years, I feel 
that a comparatively large percentage of looal Japanese m ust 
have known what was coming before Pearl Harbor and were pre paring 
for it. The night before the Pearl Harbor attack practically a ll 
Japanese places of business in Los Angeles were closed, al though 
it had long been the practice for them to keep open on Saturd ay 
night. There had been unusual activities and meetings of associ-
ations and groups. During the calendar year 1941, Airer ican-born 
Japanese rather overdid it in proclaiming American loyalt y, 
performing patriotic acts, and declaring their adherence ana r — 
belief in the principles of American Democracy. Only a few \ 
months before the cowardly attack on our fleet in Hawaiian waters, 
a group of representative local Japanese residents gave a 
luncheon to which they invited me as mayor of the city, the 
United States District Attorney now deceased, the Distric t 
Attorney of the County, the Sheriff, a Judge of the local  bench, 
and possibly a few other officials. They told us, in e ffect 
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•We want to be better American citizens, please advise us w hat \f 
we should do", (it is my firm belief that this was done for the 
purpose of misleading those in looal official life.  \ The 
Japanese Consul was very solicitous, put himself out to be 
agreeable, and frequently called attention to the patri otic 
activities of the American-born Japanese. On an occasio n 
that I fix as the early fall of 1941, I was called on by a 
Japanese visitor from Japan who represented himself as a 
traveling correspondent of one of the large Japanese newspa pers. 
He evidenced great interest in the local Japanese populatio n and 
the attitude of local government and the people of this co mmunity 
toward them. Finally he asked:  fl If such a thing should happen 
as war between the United States and Japan, what would be the 
attitude on the part of city government towards the Japanese 
residing here?" Then he proceeded to ask numerous questi ons in 
considerable detail. 

While the proof may be considered Insufficient to 
establish the fact, I nevertheless feel that it was the in tention 
and plan for the local Japanese population to have played a v ery 
Important part during the war —  a"  part they were prevented from 
playing by the evacuation through the timely and efficient ac tion 
of Lieut. General John L. DeWitt. In company with Tom Clar k, now 
Assistant Attorney General, I held a conference with G eneral 
DeWitt and urged that the Japanese be evacuated from the coastal 
area, more specifically, from the Los Angeles metropolitan area. 
Mr. Clark showed understanding and judgment in his handling of 
matters relating to enemy alien population in this ar ea. He 
doubtless can be of considerable assistance to the comm ittee. 

My opinions and recommendations are as follows: 

(1) That no Japanese, either foreign or American b o m , 
be permitted to return to Los Angeles or the coastal area f or 
the duration; 

(2) That all Japanese be kept away not only from the 
combat zones but from war production areas, wherever same may 
be situated throughout the country; 

(3) That Japanese born in this country, of military 
age, be inducted into the armed forces and used either as l abor unite 
or in whatever other manner those in military authority may deem 
advisable; 

(4) That all other able-bodied Japanese be required  ^ V 
to work for their sustenance and that such work be confined 
principally to the production of food: 
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(a) That since many of these have had experience 
as agriculturists, they may well be placed on fanning 
projects, under federal governmental management, 
supervision and oontrol, where they could raise 
potatoes or other vegetables for the Army and Havy 
and fresh vegetables for not too far distant training 
©amps; 

(b) That some be used to relieve the shortage 
of seasonal labor in farming areas, but that these 
only be employed In units of sufficient numbers - V 
that they may be under constant guard. While thle 
will necessitate their use on larger farms only, 
it will  permit  the release of other farm laborers 
for the smaller farms; 

(o) That other Japanese who are able to work, 
not used for agricultural labor, be employed in y j 
appropriate war work, «here hand labor is necessary! 

(5) That those who have declared their loyalty to Japan 
or who are known to be un-American be confined in conce ntration 
camps where they should be required to work and produce un der 
guard and strict observation; 

(6) That no attempt be made to segregate the rest of 
the Japanese through the selection of those determined to  be 
innocent and loyally pro-American. No one is competent to ma ke 
such decision and errors are likely to be very dangerous if th e 
Japanese to selected should be pciven freedom to the ext ent that 
they may have an opportunity to perform some act detrimenta l to 
the war effort of this country; 

(7) That all Japanese, whatever their work, be care-
fully watched; 

(8) That at the conclusion of the war all of those 
who are known to have been sympathetic to the Japanese cause 
be transported to Japan, that with respect to those who  may be 
permitted to remain in this country every effort be mad e to 
prevent concentration of the population in the Pacific co astal 
area; 

(9) That the relocation center at Manzanar be diecon-
tinued at an early date for the following reasons: 

(a) It is located near the source of the 
domestic water supply of more than a million 
and a half people in Los Angeles; 

(b) There is no opportunity to put the Japanese 
to useful and proper work in the area of Owens Valley, 
there being not sufficient available agricultural lan d, 
the season is too short, it is not a proper location 
to raise diversified vegetable products; 
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(o) Most of the land in this vicinity, which 
constitutes the watershed  for the municipal aqueduct, 
is owned by the City of Los Angeles. We were given 
to understand that the relocation center would merely 
be a place of concentration and checking, that the 
Japanese would be held in this location for a brief 
time only and then sent to other places, and it was 
on the basis of this understanding that no more serious 
objection was raised either by the city or by the people 
of this  community; 

(10) That, whatever is done, too much popular sympathy 
must not be aroused for the Japanese, The murder of member s of 
the Air Force of the United States Army, captured as priso ners 
of war and wearing the uniforms of combatants, is only anothe r 
evidence that we are dealing with a race not far remov ed from 
the barbarian who will stop at nothing. The people of th e nation 
must be aroused and must be unrelenting in a determination to 
wage an all-out war in which human sympathy can olay no pert. 
We.will not stoop to compete with the Japanese in the kind of 
war they wage or do inhuman things, but we cannot afford t o t&ke^ 
a chance in assuming that all Japanese are not deceitful,  even 
if this does violence to our peacetime conception of Just ice to 
ninety-nine out of one hundred of those of the Japanese race 
who were resident in this country at the time the cowardly 
unprovoked attack at Pearl Harbor plunged this country and the 
Japanese into a war of survival, which is much more signif icant 
and much more serious than many Americans seem yet to re alize. 

Very truly yours, 

M A Y O R 
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May 24, 1943 

Honorable Tom Clark 
Assistant United. States Attorney General 
Department of Justice Building 
Washington, D. C. 

PERSONAL 

Dear Mr. Clarks 

I am very much disturbed over the matter of the release 
of Japanese from the relocation centers and their "being  scattered 
all over the country. 

Enclosed is a clipping from the Los Angeles Times of May 
20 from which it appears that Attorney General Biddle  has requested 
the release of a Japanese to work as a houseman for a r elative. 
This, following the recent publicity in connection with the action 
of Secretary Ickes in securing several Japanese for his f arm near 
Washington, has caused a most unfavorable reaction in S outhern 
California and I believe in the entire coastal area.  <;  So far as I 
can determine public opinion, and I think I know it fairl y well 
in the Los Angeles metropolitan area, the release of the Jap anese 
without a proper plan is going to seriously injure the Fe deral 
Admlnistritioa in public estimation, and, on the coast , will so \ 
disturb the public mind that it will injure morale in conn ection \ 
with the war e f fo r t . ^ I 

Wherever I go people are talking about this subject. 
I get numerous letters and petitions from citizens. Many f ear 
that Japanese will be permitted to come back into the coas tal 
area, ancl let me assure you that if they do there will be tr ouble. 
But, even if the Japanese are kept out of the defense area for 
the duration, the people cannot yet understand why, after e ffecting 
the evacuation, the Government spent many millions of do llars . 
building houses and feeding them for a year and now per mits them 
to go into private employment, or, what is worse, as*do mestics in 
private homes. 



Honorable Tom Clark 

The other evening I was talking with the wife of an 
admiral of the United States Uavy. She told me that through out 
the Middle West and in various other sections of the coun try 
many of her acquaintances are getting Japanese servan ts. Of 
course, because of the employment problem there are many people 
who would welcome the opportunity to get Japanese as d omestics, 
particularly because they can doubtless secure them a t reasonable 
wages. The other day I was told of a local resident who paid 
,.300 a month and room for a woman cook in her home. Anot her 
friend told me of a couple who received $250 a month, boa rd and 
room, and who quit because they had received a better off er. I 
assume that a similar situation exists in various section s of the 
country and am wondering to what extent the selfish interest of 
persons who want help enters into the release of Japane se. . 

I believe that the use of Japanese as domestics is 
fraught with the greatest danger. In this manner they wi ll be able / 
to pick up much information, not only from their employer s but from I 
persons entertained in the homes. Everyone knows that t he average 
American talks too freely over cocktails. As a matter of  fact, it 
is generally understood that much of the information secur ed by the 
Japanese government in the coastal area during the past qu arter of 
a century w£.s through the placing of domestics in the homes of \ 
important people; A houseboy of one of our prominent local  families | 
later was identified as a high ranking officer of the Japan ese n a v y . J 

For your information I am enclosing a copy of a communica -
tion addressed to Senator A. B. Chandler of Kentucky, inte nded as a 
statement in lieu of testimony before the Subcommittee of the Senate 
Military Affairs Committee, Also enclosed is a copy of a recent 
radio broadcast, which further sets forth  my views'/ 

This is a personal letter and you may be assured that I 
will not release,it for publication. I am not endeavoring to  embarrass 
anyone. I am deeply concerned about the situation and I know  of no 
one to whom I would rather present my views than yourself because of 
your understanding of the facts and your part in effecting the evacua-
tion of Japanese from the coastal area. 

With kind personal regards, I am 

Yours sincerely, 

FB:HD 
enc:3 

I ' A I O R 



12F4 HO. Cedar ..t 9 

Glendale, ual*, May 20/1040 

Hon. Mayor of Los ngeles, 

Los Ang les, Calif., 
v "  m 

Dear  11 r Bowran= 

ho• e thirty years ago an olfi friend of nine 

Ur  Joiin Howard Todd car e ».o Sacramento in charge of the A.P . 

on the Bryan special train when the uoverranent of the uni ted 

States asked the state of California to soft pedal the Japan ase 

controversy at that tire because they were such refined peo ple 

and so emotional, and an infilteration of Jap "blood wou ld he a 

good thing to holster us up anyway. 

I.lr Toad was an able writer, on the editorial staff 

of the K.Y. Herald for sixteen years ani sent to the orie nt and 

Doutli America by the A.P. at the request of the Governme nt many 

times, no was v ry sincere but of course fooled by the Japs just 

as millions of others have been and are being  i  ooleel by their 

cunning trickery today. 

1 su gest that all the western states pass exclusion 

laws immediately against all Japs. ..his would brin¡; it be  .  ore 

the united Utates^^otirt and if Representative Rankin says is 

true the court mir;ht probably would uphold it because ¿ ¿r Rankin 

says their so called citizenship is based on a case TO ye ars ago 

when Chief Justice Fuller dissented and ttr nankin says Fuller 

was right. So tlie Court mught easily reverse that deci sion and 

that would leave all Japs right where they belong, as cit izens 

of Japan. Only recently all Japs in Hawaai were registere d 

and signed allegiance to the Lmperor i am informed. The pe ople 

or the eastern states who know nothing about the Ja s sh ould not 

7oe allowed to decide  IT,  for us. I just read in Rep. Boorhis new 

book that in 1929 one third of the people in the could 

produce all the necessities for all the people so if there 
was no 



other reason at ail it is obvious that we dont need any J a ps 

here, „liile our young people were swarming out of the s chools 

and universities and unable to find employment not a sin gle Jap 

missed a meal during the depression. 

nobody wants them here in our midst except perhaps som e 

large land owners who would lease them land or exploit  their 

labor, some polititian who would appreciate their votes , or some 

lawyer who wants a retainer even if they cut all our thro ats 

in another generation. 

There is only one way to get rid of the Japs and that 

is for the western states to all kick up enough stink to  wake 

the people up to „merica 1s menace number OHB. otherwise there 

will be no end to it and in the end as sure as fate they will 

own this country clear to the Iississi:pi river which wou ld 

mean subjugate all of the United StEates. 

Ilobody offers any valid reason why a Jap should be 

here. If the people of the eastern states want them they s hould 

be raaue o take them all and they would soon  .1 :t their belly 

full. 

A fanatical barbarian pagan who would slit his own 

stomach at a moments notice at the bid of his emperor has n o 

business in the  <  nited states of -rnerica. 

Yours £csp 

I enclose a copy of a letter I wrote to the Chamber of 

Commerce at Pomona, ualif• 



I V 4 íi). Ckxiar  bl,  

ulendale, oal*,  ;  ay 18/1943. 

Chamber of Cos merco,  

Pomona, California-

Gentlemen« 

I see by the morning Tines that you dont want any 

Japs back here» That implies they may be all right somewh« r e 

else. Why dont you make it clear that you dont want anythi ng 

further to do with the Jpps and want them deported and c rystalize 

public opinión instead of befuddling the issue* 

It is a sickening and revolting thought that the Japs 

were dragged out of barbarian pagan seclusion only nine d ecades 

ago because they caught tortured an-" murdered shipurecked 

mariners. If there was anything to a Jap is was certainly 

all cancelled out uhen they sent their eumesaries to Washin gton 

to talk peace aid the r bombers to Pearl Harbor at the same. 

time to murder our boys who were tumbl ?d into a coixion grave. 

These Yellow fellows are only a jump ahead of the 

Head hunters and and Cannibals on the scale of civilization . 

¿TieY have captured the  t  J O I S of production of the 

more enlightened nations and then turn them against us. 

Rep. Rankin thinks their citizenship may bo cancelled by a 

new hearing in the United ^tatcs Supreme court. Fifty y a rs ago 

Chief Justice duller dissented in a case their so called citizen 

s2iip is based on. The court refused a few days ago  it review 

a decision by a lower court in a Jap case, but if that suit ha d 

fceen based on t:ie Fuller opinion, or on the  ¿  round that a 1 

Japs swear allegiance to Japsn, what they call dual cit izenship 

the court might ta e notice* I think c should send  í rd  i  o  

Japsn that if they do  not  observe the rules of war we would 

feed every Ja] in this country to the hogs. They miltiply  just 

like rats and just as in the past the barbarians have oyer run 



t e no re onllgtttc  n a  races  g  they will  t i m i I f subjuipte  us 

unless  m waue up to  the  first  law or  survival  imi tal:©  notice 

that both (¡omuxty and Japan have proclainx  cl  this  a  total  war« 

I  very Jap should 1x3 in confinement and uh n .the  war 

ends deported a 1 ir «lapan dont want thoa  t h tx hqik tha:* o sotae 

island in tlx)  aclfifi. Jaj&n It  s II  00 islands , only  6  0 of 

theta are populated» '¿hoy Iiave 12400 that ^»o noi populat ed« 

a o curi anybody e a citiseli of  1 o  countries* 

A third or the population or the Hawààn islands are Jape an d 

they recently all signed a pled e of alle-lanoo to Japjjn . 

We have in nonaal times a iaige surplus of labor, so we dont 

nood any Japs here«  A hoir religion is pagali ihoir  ]  oli tic .1 

pliiloeophy io iniuical o  ours  an they are quuit rs or chinoraiary 

guile and deceit. If there was a sprinkling or hongfellow's 

Lincoln* 8 ti;  on* s fasliingtons or i  ligans  a ¡onr  thou it 

wouldnt s e m so runny to he split ing taira to provo  1  ich Jap 

- ;ao  12Z2Ì*  o u 1 0li h a v e  ° Prove i- anyway when you can 

find out by siriply asking.  hip •  i;v n a simpleton knows y u can 

depend on hip ir  ho says  so.  ,  ,ifctb  arc tin,; a  si  ail  :  oi/erful 

group want tho Japs  to r i&llc the groat majority know they are 

loa's  Exnaco nu £jber„OKE»  Ani this t-inaoo  will increase  at, an 

aeoèllora ing  paco  until th y uill destroy us  ir  vie dont  ¿  et 

rid  of  the©  and  not? is the ti:xj  o do  it»  After the  other war 

wo had the 14 point plan* tho reliàbiMtation plan, tli© ttuwes 

Plan all  or which didnt  amount  to  a continental d a m ana we 

Olii  ¿it  to stop poking  uistaLoa  and  <pt Uile  thing  si  ral t  Jit#  liei  «id 

of every single  Jap ami  ev ryono who has married a Jap, take all 

their tools r production and shove  thcsi  back into Japan an keep 

th d blockaded  io  thero ulll  be lesi» an  less Instead  or no  re and 

noro  or  then. 
Yàurs truly, 

ii.IUill.H 
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June 3, 1943 

Mr. S. .Li, Smith 
1254 North Cedar Street 
GXen&al«  ̂  Cali f om i  a 

Dear Jr. SmithI 

Your letter expressing approval of 
my views regarding the Japanese is very much 
appreciated» It is particularly gratifying to 
receive words of encouragement from citizens like 
yourself and to know taat you have a thorough under-
standing of the problem involved» 

Unclosed you will find a copy <M my 
radio talk of Jay 26 in which X outlined my thoughts 
on this subject in considerable detail. 

I thank you for the interest you have 
displayed and for your helpful comment, 

Very truly yours, 

M A Y O R 

FBsIN 

6BB* 
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May 29, 19A3 

Hon. F. Bowron 
Mayor of City of Los Angeles 
Office of the Mayor 
Los Angeles, California 

Dear Mayor Bowron: 

As a resident for fifty-one years of this state may I be 
permitted to express to you my admiration for your far-
sighted and statesman-like attitude with respect to the 
inexpediency of allowing the Japanese back in this are a. 

For my part, I think they should not be allowed back now 
or any other time. I have been in a good position to ob-
serve to what an extent they tend to lower the standard 
of living for a large part of many of our people who find 
it impossible to compete with them on a fair and even 
basis, all this entirely aside from the fact that their 
heritage and traditions make them dangerous residents i n 
our community. 

I appreciate as every sensible man does that there are 
good and loyal Japanese, but it is manifestly impossible 
to say who is good and v*ho is bad. 

Expressing to you my high regard and esteem, I beg to re-
main, 

Respectfully yours,  > 

JUfil 1 

>FF»c 

 ̂ " 1943 

\ MAVOw'f 
X i o 

HE*vb 
Hugh ¿.vans 
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June 3, 1943 

© 

Mr, Hugh Evans 
255 ¿outh Barrington Avenue 
West  Los  Angeles, California 

Dear Mr* Evansï 

Your letter expressing approval of  my 
views  regarding the Japanese is very such appreciated. 
It is particularly gratifying to receive words of 
encouragement from citizens like yourself and to know 
that you have a thorough understanding of the problem 
involved. 

Enclosed you will find a copy of my radio 
talk of May 26 in which I outlined my thoughts on this 
subject in considerable detail. 

I thank you for the interest you have 
displayed and for your helpful comment, 

Very truly yours, 

M A Y 0 H 

FBsIN 

CEB 



ST AMÒARD F ORM No. 14 
�APPROV ED BY T HE PRESIDENT 

MARCH 10, 1926 

TELEGRAM 
OF F IC IAL BUS INE S S �GOVE R NME NT RATES 

CHG. APPROPRIATION 

Washington, D.  C. 

STRAIGHT WIRE 

Congressman John M. Costello 
c/o Dies Committee 
1405 Federai Building 
Los Angeles, California 

4DN 
12 1943 

I have today sent the following telegram to Mayor Fletch er 

Bowron of Los Angelesj Quote 

Press reports of your testimony at hearings  of  Costello Subcommittee 

of Dies Committee quote you as saying Kiyoshi P. Qkura id iom you consider 

dangerous had been released from  a  relocation center. For your information 

Kiyoshi P. Okura has never been  in a  relocation center or under jurisdiction 

of War Relocation Authority, 

If there are others whom you regard as dangerous and who  may 

have been released from relocation centers this agency wou ld like  to 

have their names and any evidence you can provide sup porting your 

feeling of their disloyalty  in  order that the national safety may  be 

protected. Unquote, 

lion S. Mver  J Dillon S. iiyer 
Director 

JCBaker:LH 
June 12,  1943 

/ ¿I 

I # Ä 1 !  ̂
V 
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Fletcher jowron  1  '  6  "  
Mayor 

OFFICE OF TES MAYOR 
City Hall 

Los Angeles 12, California 

August IO, 1944 

Secretary to the President 
Wait© House 
Washinct n f  D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

I will be in Washington during the afternoon ofAugust 18 
and would like to av.; an opportunity to discuss with on e or more 
persons in an official position certain phases of the quest ion of 
the return of the Japanese to California, I would like" to make a 
factualpresentation in support of my sincere belief tha t as a 
matter of military necessity the orcer made by Lt, Gener al J>. L. 
DeV/itt at the time he w s t e  Co: r  landing Office ot the  "o  stern 
Defense Command, should not be relaxed* 

I feel that while the probability of enemy attack on the 
West Coast is now remote, the ret rn of Japanese, even those l orn 
in this country, would seriously affect war production in this 
area  :.  ad might ell be-quite  .  ongerous in con action wit the 
transportation  of troops ant material through the Los Angeles  :  ort 
of libarkation, as well ;s other west coast ports. This is p rti-
cufcarly true in this metropolitan area because of the  very s rious 
situation we h ve with  reí  ere ce to t e Negro >orblem. oy yeason 
of the immigration  of sixty or seventy thousand Negroes,  :i03tl 
from Southern states, the local housing shortage and other cir-
cumstances, the situation is so ae te that we lay at an y time 
have racial disturbances  result inri  in serious riots. The return 
of Japanese I xbhx feel would seriously affect public morale and 
result in dangerous consequences. 

Attorney General Diddle will be in Los Angeles t e day 
follow!nr my departure, however, I see no particular ad vantage in 
aiscussin.; the matter with  1  im, as I have no legal argument to 
present with respect to the status of native born Ja a ese, I 
desire to address myself to the practical aspeots of t l e ouestion 
and therefore, I am anxious to arrange an appointment -it h those 
who may liavo something to do with t e fixing f the national policy 
with reforence to the possible relaxing of the 3: elusio n Order 
based on military necess'ty. I feel quite definitely that 
General D i/itt we-s right  and  t at i3 rder should be supported, 
although the reasons therfore may b  i  different than those that 
occasioned the issuance of the ,rder. 



-  2 -

Lly position i3 not bas c upon prejudice "but upon a 
icnowledge of conditions in the Los Angeles metropolitan a rea, and 
my conclusions have been forged as a result of numerous c onference 
with City and State officials of Washington, Oregon an a Calif-
ornia ant after consultations with industrialists, local Federal 
officials and Army and Navy officers. I feel that the i nformation 
that m y influence those in Washingt n has come from person s who 
are not fully familiar with tue facts. 

I will arrive at the Washington Natl nal Airport at 
12:^3 P«n»> Friday, August IS, and expect to leave by trai n for 
Philadelphia some time the same evening; therefore, I would 
appreciate very much if an appointment could be m de for :ie , I 
expect to have with me Mr. W. C. Mullendore, the President o f the 
Los Anceles Cha ber of Commerce, who will be able to prese nt the 
matter from the point of view of local business. 

If I do not receive word from you  UXH prior to my 
departure on the afternoon of August 17, I will contact the 
Executive Offices immediately following my arrival in W ashington. 

Very truly yours, 

(3gd.) Fletcher Bowron 

MAYOR 

F3:IN 
Air Tall 



August 12, 194^ 

Dear Mayor Bowron: 

This is in acknowledgment of your letter of 
August tenth, in wnich you request an apportun ty to 
discuss with one or more persons in an official posi-
tion certain phases of the question of the return of 
the Japanese to California. 

1 am glad to assure you that Mr. Abe Fortas, 
under Secretary of the Interior, and Hr. Dillon Myer, 
Director of War Relocation Authority in the Department 
of the Interior, will confer with you and' Mr. W. 01 
Mullendore, the President of the Los Angeles Chamber 
of Commerce, in Mr. Fortas' office on the sixth floor 
of the New Interior Building at 2:30 p.m., on Friday, 
August eighteenth. 

Very sincerely yours, 

WILLIAM D. EA33.ETT 
Secretary to the President 

Honorable Fletcher Bowron, 
Mayor .f Los Angeles, 
City Hall, 
Los Angeles 12, California. 

AIR MAIL 
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August 14, 1944 

LCELIORANDUli to the Under Secretary 

Mrs. Wright has informed me regarding Mayor Dowron f a 
visit on Friday next, along with the president of the L03 
Angeles C5 :a tber of Com eree. I am sorry I am not ¿roin  ;  to be 
here, but I v/ill see that M  • •  Pitts is thoroughly in orrned on the 
l clccround. It is nj Judgment that  t  e ""ayor should be allowed 
to present his case and  that we simply  smile and tell  him  as 
pleasantly is possible that the return to the  coa3t  i3 purely a 
military ec sio and that we have always complied  with  military 
regulations and will continue to do so as long as that pol icy is 
in effect. Any other position on our p^rt, I think, at this time, 
would touch off another XKHpsgJoc campaign against ret .rn. 

I ara  taking t .i  i  trip on One, Bonesteel'  3  invitation and 
I t ink it will be an excellent opportunity to present to Ge n, 
Benesteel many problems that have not  KJS occurred to him or to 
menbers of his staff that need consideration. Furthermo re, Gen. 
Bonesteel seems to be in a cooperative mood and feels that  the 
job should be a joiht one when the Execlusion Order is li fted. 

D. S, Myer 
Director 

cc, i,Ir. itts 
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CONFIDENTIAL AUG 22 1944 

MEMORANDUM to the Under Secretary 

From: Mr. M. E. Pitts 

In accordance with the request of jlr. Fletcher Bowron,[ Mayor 
of Los Angeles, California, fex in his iki^or  -off.  August  lu 7*1944,  to 
the White House, a meeting was held at 4 p.m., August 18 , 1944, is 
in the office of the Under Secretary of the Department of t he 
Interior. Those present at the meeting were: Mr. Abe Fortas , Under 
Secretary of interior, Mr. Oscar L. Chapman, Assistant Se cretary 
of Interior, Mr. Fletcher Bowron, Mayor of Los Angeles, California 
Mr. W. C. Mullendore, President of the Los Angeles Chamber of 
Commerce, Mr. Malcolm S. Pitts, Assistant Director, War Re location 
Authority. 

Mayor Bowron stated that the reason he had requested suc h a 
meeting was to present to responsible officials in Wash ington a 
few facts and problems on the West Coast at the ^resen t time which 
he, and other civic leaders, believe are so omportant a s to require 
the continued prohibition of persons of Japanese anc estry from the 
Pacific Coast area until the war is completely over. These 
situations should be clearly understood", and carefull y studied and 
considered, before permitting any persons of Japanese a ncewtry to 
return to their former homes or locations in the now rest ricted area. 
It was understood, he sts.ted, that serious consideration  was bê Pf̂  
given to revoking the present military restriction which r equired 
the evacuation in 1942. 

Although there was not now much probability of an attac k by 
Japan on the west Coast, Mayor Bowron stated he did not t rust 
persons of Japanese ancestry, and it was perfectly poss ible, in 
his opinion, for acts of sabotage to be com itted in the  highly 
industrialized Pacific Coast states where vital war ma terial is 
being produced at an accelerated rate. Such acts might be in the 
nature of reprisals for the evacuation. Even the possib ility of 
sabotage, however, was not the important factor in"his re commendation, 
and that of other West Coast leaders, that no return to  the Pacific 
states be made at present by the evacuees. 

T The most important considerations relating to Mayor Bo wron's 
recommendation that the restriction of residence by ev acuees on the 
Pacific Coast remain in effect were the following: 

1. Lack of housing facilities. It was pointed out that all  of 
the housing facilities formerly occupied by persons of J apanese 
ancestry are now filled with war workers, many of them Megroes. 
The population of Los Angeles proper has grown over 350, 000 in H 
the past three years, and all housing facilities now avail able are 
filled to capacity. Some additional temporary housing co nstruction 
is now under way, but this willnot provide enough faci lities to 
really give adequate housing o the persons already there . 



- 2 -

2. Possible racial conflicts. Between 60,000 and 70,000 
Negroes ¡.ave been imported into greater Los Angeles from 
the South. The public attitude at best, at the present 
time, is almost at tinder ~oint, and riots similar to the 
one in Detroit are expected if the evacuees return to the 
Coast. Since there are a large number of Filipinos in Los 
Angeles, and on the Coast, particularly in the farming ar eas-, 
who had close relatives on Bataan, it is expected that ther e 
would be acts of homicide, arson, and -possibly gang activ i-
ties, resulting in civil str fe, loss of life, property, 
ana agricultural crops. 

3. Inadequate police protection. Because of the draft, wa r 
work, and other causes for manpower shortage, the Los 
Angeles Police Department is 500  J CI X men s .ort of what it 
should have to handle its population. It was pointed out 
that protection could not be guaranteed to persons of 
Japanese ancestry if they returned to the Coast and any 
disturbance should occur. 

4. ¿vacuee owned r̂operisy really not available. There are 
between 8,000 and 10,000 residences or rooming houses own ed 
hy American citizens of Japanese aneestrv in Los Angele s 
that are now occupied by other r>ersons, most of whom are 
engaged in war work. If an evacuee owner should insist 
upon legally correct eviction orders being issued again st 
the present residents, serious Droblems, which will re sult 
in large scale demonstrations and possible riots, are 
envisaged. Some evacuees, such as those who lived on 
Terminal Island, have no home or property to return to, as 
the government is condeming and buying all of Terminal 
Island. 

5 •  Public opinion not, conditioned for return of evacuees.  The 
i/Vest Coast public has not been developed through pub lic 
relations i.eaia to accept a return of persons of Japa nese 
ancestry to that area. This should be done, if a return 
is to be made, and the return very gradual. Soldiers 
and soldiers families should be first, with considerabl e 
publicity as to their war records and injuries. The retur n 
should not be a quiet one of .lust appearing without an y 
notice. The attitude of the present residents on the 
Pacific Coast, it was pointed out, is still deep seat ed 
in resentment against any p rson of Japanese ancestry 
and public can think: of nothing good, honest, or honor able 
about them. It is believed that the evacuees were well 
organized to ass. st an invasion by Japan if it has come, 
and that assistance would have been given. It is stillthe 
public opinion that General DeWitt did the right thing; and 
now that the persons of Japanese ancestry are gone, they are 
not wanted back. 
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Mayor Bowron stated that he real zed that the evacuees, p arti-
cularly those that were born in America, could not be excl uded 
perpetually from the area, and woula have to return some tim e, but 
he again advised that it was his best judgment that the evacuees be 
excluded from the coastal area until after the war was completely 
over. 

¿..ayor Bov/ron stated he had recently attended a regiona ls: 
meeting of mayors, with representatives from all the coast cities 
and as far east as a resolution was passed, he had persona lly 
talked to nearly al_ present at the meeting ana all felt that the 
evacuees shoaid not leave the centers or return to the co ast now. 

Mr. Mullendore was askeci by Mayor Bowron to add anything  further 
that he mi, ht car to. Mr. Mullendore statedi that he wished to 
reaffirm all that Mayor Bowron had said, and would only add that, 
speaking for industry and the interests of business, t hat any 
conflicts or strife that might take ^lace would disrupt vital war 
production. 

Under Secretary Fortas thanked both gentlemen for their s incere, 
frank and honest presentation of the problem and the vi ewpoint which 
they represented. He i>ointeci out, ho ever, that -the Dep artment of 
the Interior and the War Relocation Authority were, in  reality, 
only collaborators in the situation, anc not in a  r>c  s tion to make 
a decision as to whether the military exclusion order shou ld or 
should not be lifted, and the evacuees permitted to retu rn. The 
following were the principal* observations made by Mr. Fortas on 
matters pertaining to the situation. 

1. Change of restriction order a ,Yar Department responsi bility. 
Since the restriction of residence and the evacuation of 
persons of Japanese ancestry in the ./est Coast area was 
promulgated under the wartime authority of the War Depar t-
ment, thru the Army, as a measure stated to be of militar y 
necessity, the decision to rescind t. e order must be : >ade 
by the War Department on the same basis that the military 
necessity for defense and security no longer exists. If 
EXXsxi^xBZH a military decision is made to raise the 
restriction oraer, an orderly process of return of th e 
evacuees could be expected with many of the various age ncies 
of the government cooperating to make it as smooth and 
effective as possible. 

2. Possibility of litigation deciding the problem. It was 
pointed out that there were in the courts at the present 
time several cases which ad a direct bearing upon the 
entire problem — beginning with the evacuation and thru 
all its various ramifications to the right of return to 
the Coast. Some of the cases involve soldiers of Japan ese 
ancestry, or their families or widows, who have served , in 
this war. (Mayor Bowron stated that he had already talked 
to Mr. Ennis of the Department of Justice about some of t he 
cases and was familiar with them.) The noint was made 
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that if the problem were solved by litigation thru 
decisions of the Supreme Court, that the various agen-
cies of the overrrment, and the government itself, 
would be in much poorer position to assist with this 
problem, than if it were handled before a court de-
cision was made. 

3- International* implications. The Japanese government 
did not intern all of the  American  nationals in Japan 
and other countries conquered in Asia until after the 
evacuation of per ons of Japanese ancestry, American 
citizens and alien alike, from the Pacific Coast of 
the united States, ¿very activity at a relocation 
center is carefully reported to the Japanese govern-
ment by their neutral representatives, the Spanish 
government. Representatives of the Spanish government 

visit regularly the relocation centers of the War Re-
location Authority and the internment camps of the 
Immigration and Naturalization Bureau of the Departmen t 
Of Justice. Public attitudes and opinions are carefully 
reported thru this channel,and possible others, to the 
Japanese government. Without doubt, some actions on 
the part of the United States toward persons of Japan-
ese ancestry here have resulted in reprisals by the 
Japanese government against American nationals and 
military prisoners held in Japan or Japanese conquered 
.countries. Anything that can be dope to avoid any suc h 
reprisals should be done, as those persons held in 
custody by the Japanese government should be protected 
as much as possible. 

4. lublie opinion definitely not one sided. The Depart -
ment of the Interior and the V/ar Relocation Authority 
find that public opinion definitely is not one sided' 
or consistent. On the one hand, apportion of the 
public raises cries that the evacuees are being coddled 
given sumptious quarters, overly fed with* scarce or 
rationed foods, and are pampered in regards to work. 
On the other hand, another portion of tre -;ublic, s uch 
as the American Civil Liberties Union, shouts loud at 
discrimination, violation of civil rights and liberties , 
endeavors to instigate litigation, and probe each case 
to  find malfe;sence and violation of constitutional 
rights. It is definitely a difficult and undesirable 
position for any branch of the government to be p & ced. 
A situation of this kind is tenable only for a tem-
porary period unae war time situations. 
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Relocation centers are temporary havens,  n't  reservations. 
In  effect, the  Department of  the Interior  and the  War 
Relocation Authority are  but "big  hotel keepers," nroviding 
a place  of  temporary residence, refuge,  ana  protection for 
these  displaced  people  until  they  can return  to  their hones. 
When these people can  return  to their  homes,  there  is no 
reason for  maintaining relocation cneters  — and they should 
not be keut open.  There is  no legal  ris;  it  to detain the 
evacuees in centers after it  has  been  determined  that the 
military necessity, which required thier evacuation, no 
longer exists. The ,Var Relocation Authority  has ;erely 
carried  on with a  problem  which the War Department  was'  not 
in a  position  to cope with because  of more"'active  pressing 
war situations. 

6 - Loyalty of evacuees pretty well established. A brief r eview 
of the screening processes of  the  far Relocation Authority 
the  Army, the activities oi the  Joint  Board, etc., was 
given,  pointing  out  the  extensive use that  had been  made 
of all intelligence and security information available fro m 
•F.B.I., C.M.I.  ,  M.I.S., W.D.C., local police 
records, and //RA center experiences and registration. The 
process  of  registration, segregation,  and the  status of the 
Tule Lake Center was briefly explained.  It  was believed 
that all, or practically all,  information  available about 
the evacuees  had  been marshalled, checked, ana scrutinized. 

Security at ones point in the  United  States  should  mean 
security at any point. The relocation  and  resettlement 
program  was  briefly reviewed,  and how  allx persons relocat-
ing  obtained  leave clearance. Yet, it was pointed out, 
there  are  many  times the  point  is raised  by  communities 
that if  it is  not safe for  evacuees to  be  at  Sacramento 
why is it  safe  for  them  to  be  at  Omaha7 Or the  reverse' 
if they are all  right to be at  Omaha,  why  isn't it all 
right  for  them  to be at Sacramento? 

Relocation progress. Because of  the  fact  that about  30,000 
evacuees had left the  centers to  work at various  points 
throughout  the United  States  and they had performed  well, 
many in vitalx war  plants and  industries,  and there  had' 
been no  s.rious  troubles of community acceptance or pro-
blemss  of  security or sabotage,  it was  pretty well establish-
ed that the evacuees were no different than any  of the 
ot er people  in  the  United  States.  The point was granted 
that a  concentration  of a racial  group  is undesirable  and 
unhealthy  and  that a diffusion of the former concentrations 
was desirable. The efforts of relocation were, it was 
certain,  to bear  considerable fruit in  dispersion  of the 
evacuees  throughout  the entire country.  It was  not 
believed that  anywhere near  all  the  evacuees would return 
to  the  ./est Coast seeking  permanent  residence. Chicago, 
with a present population of persons of Japanese  ancestry 
ef about 4,500  was  cited  as an example of  relocation activity 
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9.  Iilitary record of the  evacuees.  The activities of over 
10,000  American citizens of Japanese ancestry in the A m y 
in all theatres of action was mentioned ,  ana also some 
reference amde to the valuable service that many evacuees 
had contributed to intelligence work thru linguistic 
ability.  Particular mention was made of the activités of 
the 100th and 442nd Battalions in Italy and some activi ties 
in Burma. 

As the meeting drew to a  close, ïlr.  Fortas  a  ain pointed out 
that the responsibility 'or tlie revocation of the ^resen t military 
restriction to evacuees on the ./est Coast was solely t a t of the 
,var Department, evaluates in similar terms to  the  time when it was 
invoked. . 

Mayor Bowron ana  Mr.  llullendore thanked Mr. Fortas,  llr. Chapman 
and I, Ir. Pitts for the meeting and the exchange  of  information and 
peints of  viev. 

The meeting „asted for fifty minutes. 

Ma colm  E.  Pitts 
Acting director 

CC. ;:r. Myer 
Sir. Tozier 

M. a.  Pitts:lkh 
August  22,  1944 



OFFICE OF THE MA5TOR 

CITY HALL 

Los Angeles 12, California 

Januery 26, 1945 

y 
Mr. William H. McReynolds 
Administrative Assistant to the President 
The White House 
Washington, B. C. 

Dear Mr. McReynolds: 

Referring to our discussion while I was in Washington last 
November relative to the return of the Japanese to the Pacifi c coastal 
area, I fully intended, upon my return, to prepare and forw ard to you 
a statement containing certain facts I feel have been larg ely overlooked 
and outlining my views relative to the problem as it affect s the City of 
Los Angeles and southern California. Due to the pressure of o ther matters, 
this was delayed and, after announcement of the action of th e Army, followed 
by the Supreme Court decision, it appeared that such stateme nt would serve 
no useful purpose. 

I desire, however, to make certain suggestions which I hope you 
will be able to place before such person or persons in offici al position 
who will detennine the policy with reference to the fut ure program of the 
Federal Government as to the care and treatment of such of the Japanese 
as are now at liberty to return to California, Washington a nd Oregon. Let 
me make it clear that anything I may have said in the past w as not based 
upon a lack of appreciation of the constitutional rights of  these people 
or because of racial prejudice, but soley by reason of a sin cere desire to 
see that nothing was done that would in any manner interfere with the pro-
secution of the war. 

You will recall that I expressed great concern about the mat ter of 
housing for the Japanese, and indicated a fear that the ir return in large 
numbers might result in sericAis con-eouences for the fol lowing reasons: 
(a) that many war workers  now  living in houses owned by Japanese would be 
evicted, with no place to go, and that the Japanese who repla ced them in 
their living quarters would not be accepted as employees in local war plants; 
and, (b) that the section of the city (known locally as Litt le Tokyo) where 
most of the Japanese foimerly lived, now embraces almost ex clusively a colored 
copulation for whom other housing in this immediate area si mply c nnot be 
provided. Knowing the temper of the people, I feared an adv erse effect upon 
morale in this important war production area, disturbance s, and possibly 
race riots. 

While in Washington, I had a conference with Under Secreta ry of the 
Interior Abe Fortas and Assistant Secretary of the Interior Oscar L. Chapman, 
ana since that time I have had several conferences with Dil lon ¡¿eyer and 
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various other connected with the War Relocation Authorit y. I feel that 
these gentlemen have made an honest mistake in misjudging public Opinion, 
and that they are in error when they believe that the maj ority of the 
people favor the return of the Japanese. This was only na tural ecause 
of the people with whom they came in contact. Those enterta ining a deep-
seated prejudice and resentment are not demonstrative and v ocal. But on 
every hand, citizens with whom I come in contact tell me priv ately how they 
feel. I have reeived a report, as yet unverified, that a sec ret anti-
Japanese organization has been formed for the purpose of dis couraging future 
concentration of Japanese population in California ana oth er Pacific Coast 
States by resorting to illegal methods usch as employed by th e vigilantes 
of a half-century or more ago. 

Fortunately, very few Japanese have as yet ret rned to thi s area 
and so long as the greater num erof them now at liberty will re main else-
where, this will be the happiest and most desirable solutio n of the prolem. 
So far as appears upon the surface, the people of Los Angel es htve acepted 
the decision to pen?it the Japanese to return graefully. ?,e are doing our 
very best to adjust local conditions to receive then, and , in this we have 
had excellent cooperation from the press. I believe the pub licmind will not 
be unduly disturbed so long as the Japanese continue to tric kle in. If we 
do not h ve too many to deal with, through the city police de partment :nd 
otherwise as far as we can do so, we will fully protect them i n their persons 
and property and as to all citizenship rights of those bor n in this country-
There is, however, great danger if they come in large numbers because, first, 
of housing shortage and, second, because many people are de termined that 
there must not again be such a large concentration of Japanes e population in 
this area. 

It must be remembered that Los .Angeles was the center of pop ulation 
for about one-third of all Japanese, both native and foreig n born, residing 
in .America before the war. There were 37,000 in Los Angele s County alone 
and 43,000 in Southern California, out of a total of approxi mately 126,000. 
Since the evacuation of Japanese from the coastal area our e conomy and other 
conditions have been adjusted to their absence and during th at intervening 
time approximately 500,000 people, including war workers a nd their families, 
have taken up residence in the Los Angeles metropolitan area . Under existing 
conditions, it will be very difficult indeed to absorb an y considerable pro-
portion of the original Japanese population, and .their re turn would produce 
problems for this area and community beyond the power an a ability of local 
government to handle, and for which v/e feel the Federal G overnment has direct 
responsibility. 

Very frankly, I feel that it would have been far etter if th e Japanese 
had not een removed in 1942, and the present situation cann ot be met by re-
solutions of organizations and the declarations of minor ity groups that all 
Japanese should be welcomed bafe as American citizens. I t is far more pra tial 
than that. After mature consideration, I feel that the only a nswer is to keep 
open certain of the relocation centers, particularly thos e at Gila, Poston 
and Manzanar, and to permit Japanese to remain there purel y on a voluntary basis. 
The pres nt announced policy of closing these cam s will for ce many Japanese 
to return to Los Angeles and other congested industrial area s of the Pacific 
Coast against their wish and preference. I am confident of  this from investiga-
tions I have made. I have personally talked 7.dth some of the Japanese who have 
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come back to Los Angeles ana from various sources h.:ve ascer tained the atti-
tude of those still emaining in the centers who are at liber ty to go where they 
will. 

According to the est information obtainable there are ap proximately 
60,000 Japanese remaining in all war relocation centers w ho are exigible to 
leave. Most of those who formerly resided in Southern Califo rnia are located 
in centers above named, which have capacity for housing Jap anese as follows: 
Posen, 15,000, Gila, 10,000 and Manzanar, 6,000. I am info rmed that 90 per 
cent of the Japanese people remaining in these relocation centers would prefer 
to stay there until after the war. About 10 per cent seen dete rmined to return 
to California. We csn take c..re of that number. Therefore the roblem is 
comparatively simple by merely caring for the Japanese wh o would voluntarily 
remain away if given an opportunity to do so. If, in accord ance with announced 
plans, all centers must be closed by the end of the calendar  year 1945, many 
of the Japanese will return here because this section is fami liar to them and 
they knov of no other place to go. The result of numerous inqu iries leads me 
to believe that if the relocation centers are closed by th e end of the calendar 
year, we will have back in Los Angeles and in this congeste d area more than 50 
per cent of the large Japanese population. It is quite obvi ous that if they 
could have been induced to go elsewhere this would have bee n already accomplished. 
Over a period of two years the War Relocation Authority ha s.been able to 
relocate only about 35,000 Japanese. 

In the light of this experience, it appears to be an impossib ility to 
move the remaining 60,000 in 11 months under any plan or pur pose to reak 
up concentrations and secure a wider distribution of popul ation. If 60 ,000 
Japanese are to be set adrift during 1945 I can see little e lse than turaioil. 
What I fear is that we may have some unpleasant occurrences which will be so 
magnified by the time the news reaches Japan that our inter ned American citizens 
and war prisoners in Japanese custody will reeive brutal t reatment or be killed 
on the theory of retaliation. 

The following infomation is presented in the belief that i t is factual: 

Under present directives, all schools in the enters will be closed by 
the end of June. This will mean that approximately six mon ths may elapse during 
which Japanese children will have no schooling and no adeq uate supervision. 
The result will be serious delinquency  •  roblems, both before and after these 
children return to California public schools. 

From 20 to 25 per cent, or from 12,000 to 15 ,000 of the Japanese remain-
ing in the centers are classified gs social security or de endency cases. Some 
av, e old, some are ill; some are so classified because they do not speak English, 
or otherwise could not adjust themselves without conside rable assistance. Few, 
if 

any, of these will oe able to earn a living. In the event of t heir release 
from the relocation centers, these people would receive pa yment in amounts of 
from $20.00 to $50.00 per month, which would be far short of  a sufficient amount 
to support them. This would mean, that they would ue depe ndents and a community 
burden. While I have no way of verifying the statement, I ha ve been informed 
that these Japanese may be supported at the relocation cent ers at an average 
per capita cost of $36.00 per month. 

All of the centers are provided with well-equipped hospi tals, and 
hospital facilities in Los Angles are not o m y overcrowded, but whoxly inade-
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quate to take care of the local civilian population. I am inf ormed that at 
the present time approximately 1 per cent of all Japanese in the relocation 
centers are hospital patients. Hillcrest Sanitarium in L os Angeles County 
now has 400 Japanese tubercular eases, and there are 50 more a t Manzanar 
awaiting transportation. There are approximately 200 tu e rcular cases in 
all of the centers. 

At Manzanar there are aout 50 Japanese orphans under 12 year s of 
age. There is no place for these children in local orphanag es« 

From the foregoing facts I su gest, and strongly recommen d, that 
the three war relocation centers remain open for an indef inite period because 
of the continued existence of an emergency resulting from t he impact of war 
and occasioned, in part at least, by the action of the Feder al Government in 
removing the Japanese people from their homes in Californi a and elsewhere. 

In further support of this recommendation I call attention to the 
serious housing situation in the Los Angeles area, toot only a re homes owned 
by American-born Japanese no r  occupied by others, ut the housing pro lem 
is Los Angeles at the present time is, I believe, the mos t difficult of any 
large city in .America. There are no vacant houses, apartm ents or hotel rooms. 
Within the past few days I have held conferences with Amiy a nd Navy officers, 
and local and regional representatives of OPA, War Man power, War Production, 
National Housing Authority and others in official positi on. The situation 
is indeed critical. There ae no places for the families of Arr ay and Navy 
personnel, including enlisted men as well as officers, to  live. War pro-
duction cannot be inc eased because of labor shortage. The estimate at the 
present time of such shortage is about 25,000 of vhich 6900 re pesent the 
number of employees needed in those industries having the highest priority 
rating. Even if it were possible to secure employees from ot her sections 
of the county, the local manpower shortage could not be relieved for the very 
obvious reason of lack of livihg quarters. Returned servi emen,  veter:  ns disk 
charged from the Array and Navy, cannot find living accommo dations. It 
therefore must be apparent that if Japanese are to return to L os Angeles they 
will directly orindirectly displ e A m y and  ftavy  personnel stationed here, 
returned veterans, and war workers and their families. 

I also wish to call your attention to other facts which ha ve relation 
to affording protetion to returning Japanese and are of mo st serious conse-
quence with ©spet to the protection of life and property and s eui-ty in 
this area. I refer to the greatly reduced personnel in our police and fire 
departments. The total authorized strength of the Los Angel es Police Depart-
ment is 2594. This was inadequate even before the war, la rgely Decause of 
the vast area of the City of Los Angeles and chanjing popula tion. Since the 
war, our population has increased within the city limits by approximately 
250,000, and the iner-ease in the metropolitan area, of which Los Angeles is 
the center, has been in excess of 500,000. Ail of this is in a ddition to the 
military personnel. And it must be remembered that Los Angel es is the play-
ground for hunareds of thousands of people who do not regu larly live here, 
mostly war workers from outside area, and soldiers and s ailors on leave. 
This situation has attracted here many undesirskle chara cters, hoodlums, 
gamblers, prostitutes, c.mp followers, and an objectiona bly criminal element. 
Despite the greatly increased population and  i  ultiplicity of pro  ,lems,  it is 
impossible to maintain our police force at even pre-war s trength. Five 
hundred and nine police officers are in the aimed forces . Others h ve gone into 
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war work, and there has been the usual number of retirement s. Although we 
have gre tly reduced mental and physical standards, it is im possible to fill 
vacancies, which no*' number exactlt 500, the total presen t strength being 2094« 

Now, we learn from the State Director of Selective Service that 
within the nert three months we will lose all policemen who ar e under 29 
years of age. This will mean 374 polie officers, including 17 0 regal: r 
officers and 204 emergency police offiers  a<,  ,ointed for the duration. What 
we «re going to do to protect the people of i-gs Angeles I do no t know. With 
a population of approximately 1,750,0 0, and with the many problems resulting 
from the total area population of 3,500,000, a police fore of 1720 is wholly 
inadequate, and we fully expect a crime wave to result. On t op of this, we 
ae asked to afford protection for ret ming Japanese who will move into 
an overcrowded city and, largely of necessity, will push ou t of theirliving 
quarters whites and blacks, amny of whom are war worker. 

The problem is not much simpler in connection with protect ion against 
fire. It must be understood that many of the war plants in t his area rely 
heavily upon the Los Angeles Fire Department to afford prot ection against 
fire. The noiraal authorized strength of the fire depar tment is 1812 which, 
as  %in the case of the police, was inadequate efoe the war. There  ae 285 
on military leave. The number of vacancies at the present tim e is 431, and, 
by taking all firemen 29 years of age or under, we will lose a n additional 
122. And, just as in the police department, there is no possibility of 
filling these vacancies. 

There is yet another point I would like to make, although i t is not 
in any way connected with the administration of local gove rnment. It refers 
to the question of security. If the number of Japanese in t his area should 
be reduced to approximately 10 per cent of the former popu lation, their 
movements and activities could be much more easily o served,  and in such 
manner, this vital war production area could be more adequa tely protected 
against possible sabotage and espionage. I do not have gr eat fear of sabotage, 
but for reasons that I made known to you curing our conversat ion, I relieve 
that at least some of those who return may collect and tran smit valuable war 
information. 

I am submitting this letter to you with request that you wi ll see that 
the information and suggestions herein contained will ree ive consideration 
by one who wall not only appreciate the seriousness of the situation, but who 
is in a position to, and will, do something a out it. 

Yours very truly, 

Fletcher Bowron 

Mayor 




