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CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER OF THE REGISTRATION \,u
s

Jan, 30, 1943 First General Assembly of the Planning Board £
Saturday z
Mr, Coverley's announcement of the new -
War Department policy: =
>
]
[}
72
o

That Mf, Dillon Myer had worked on
loyalty of the Japanese Americans,
Mr, Hayes was in Washington, and
would give further information upon

his return Monday, gﬁ%%
(=]
February Interview with Mr, Coverley. Request by the =

Community Council and the Planning Board to
discuss registration problems prior to the
registration,

Mr, Heyes returned but gave no definite
information,

Feb, 9, 1943 Arrival of the Army Team

9:00 aeme==Call from Miss Young to
arrange for a meeting with
the Army Team at 11300 a.m,

11:30 a.my=-=Joint meeting of the Community
Council and Planning Board with
the Army Team,

Mr. Coverley's speech:

l, New War Department policy

2. Program to permit employment
of Americdhs of Japanese ances-
try in defense industries

3 Expedite leave clearance

Lieutenant Carroll read the Arng Induc-
tion Message, (Translation by Father Dai)
No opportunity for questions because of
limited time,

Afternoon--Army team met with the Block
' Managers and gave technical
instruections,

Evening~-~~Ward meetings with members of
the Army Team, Read Induction
Message. (No translations--no
question period,)
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(Council and Planning Board members
and Block Managers not asked to
assist in the meeting.) Leaders

did not understand; and after the

Army Team left, some of the Block

lManagers had the questionnaires and

discussed it at the Mess Hall gather-
ings., Question 28 (WRA 126 REV) was
brought up and issue raised, Some
residents wanted registration held
up three days until questions were
answered.

Feb., 10, 19243 8:00 Mass registration began in the Block
a.m, Managers' Offices., (.Juestions 27 and 28

Wednesday

1:30 pem.

on Form 304-A to be filled in presence
of Army Team in their offices)

Planning Board and City Council Committee
met with Mr, vaorlc{ to ask for postponement
of registration to ¢larify questions,

Lieutenant Carroll stated that Form 304-A
registration could not be held up because
of Selective Service. However, Isseil
registration could be suspended for three
(3§ days for those who desired to have cer-
tain questions answered, However, Block
Managers! offices would be kept open for
those who wanted to register,

Lieutenant Carroll stated that if questions
would be gathered together, he would attempt
to answer the questions on 304-A, and those
which he could not, he would -on& on to
Washington, WMr, Coverley would do the same
on Form 126 REV WRA,

Joint Assembly of the Block Managers, City
Council, and Planning Board.

Purpose: Clarification of questions,
Those unclarified to be sube-
mitted to Mr, Coverley or to
Lieutenant Carroll.

Chairman (H, Mayeda) reported Messrs.
Coverley, Hayes and Lieutenant Carroll had
been contacted for postponement on the regis-
tl‘nti One

1, Selective Service could not be held
up because it was an Army order.
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2, However, WRA 126 REV would not be
compulsory till questions were
cleared. (2 or 3 days)

3. "Application for Leave Clesrance”
may be changed to "Registration,®

Chair further announced (Re: conference
with the three men)

l, Juestion 28 may be answered with

; qualified answer or be left blank.

2, Rowalt statement said registration is
compulsory.

3, That Mr, Coverley had stated that
registration would be observed for
two or three days, If .. 28 presented
a problem, he would telegreph Washington
asking for modification or deleting of
the question,

At this meeting there were:

l, A request that those already regis-
tered be cancelled to start all over
again, (Chair instructed such indi-
viduals to contact their Bloeck Mgr.)

2, Expressions of distrust of a purely
Japanese combat unit., (Segregation)

3. Reguest that soldiers be allowed fur-
loughs to visit their parents at
Relocation Centers in defense Zones,

Planning Board members and City Councilmen were
instructed to hold block meeting that evening
to get together questions to submit to the
Planning Bourd office by noon of the next day.

Evening-~Block meetings held that evening to gather
ks questions,

Feb, 12, 1943 Juestions were submitted in writing to the Planning
Friday Board, These were assembled, sorted, organized,
and then presented to ¥Mr, Coverley. ‘

In the preparation of a list of guestions, all
opinions, statements of conclusions, end decisions
were eliminated, Lists of questions were classified
as$

1. DSS 304-A--126 A Army
2. 126 REV WRA
3, Induction Message
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Issuances of and taking of applications for
repatriation stopped. Many residents were
applying for repatriation up to this time,

Special Council meeting with Lieutenant Carroll
and Mr, cnvurlqz. (Some Planning Bosrd directors
present) Substitute question to #28 arrived by
wire, and Mr, Coverley presented it at the

meeting.
February 135, 1943
Saturday Substitute question appeared in the Tulean Dise

gateh. (Those already registered could call at
r. Smith's office from Feb, 16 to change answers
to #88, Registration could not be cancelled.)

Febs 15, 1945
Monday Mess Hall 1320--Cpouncil, Flanning Board, and
Bloek Managers, Spoeia! session:

Mr, Coverley anaswered set of questions sube
mitted by the eclonists,

Lie u tenent Carroll read the War Department
message again as an answer to all guestions
submitted on Form 504-A, Also read the

Bspionage Act as applicable to registration,

Mr, Frenk C, Smith present (assisted in
answering quetions)

Sgte Sullivan present

Answers given by Mr, Coverley and Lieutenant
Carrell were not considered satisfactory by the
representatives,

lilmeographed copies of answers by Mr, Coverley
were to be distributed to block meetings that
eveningj but these meetings were postponed be-
cause of lack of time to mimeograph.

Policy of City Council and Planning Board
announced that registration was a matter of
individual decision and not of mass decision,

(There was a request for clarifications so that
colony representatives would not be put in a

tough spot, Also plea to Lieutenant Carroll end

to Mr, Coverley to work for Japanese to be returned
to thelr homes so that they could fight to protect
their homes)

- — S — S p— - — — —
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City Council &nd Plenning soerd held constant
meetings to clarify questions emnd to coordinate
the efforts of the Administraetion and colonistis
on the resistration probleme Rumors rempent end
Piunning soard end City Council ettempted to splke
theme

Febe 17, 19435
Wednesday Me jor Mershall arrivede

snnouncement in Tulean Dispatch of pensliy under
Title 50 of United states Code, Section 33.

New registretion procedure announced: _
le legistretion Slock Managers' offices stopped.
From Febs 18, it w s to be conducted in the
Administretion area.
2. Certificete of registration to be issued.
%, MNele citizen registretion mesde compulsory

. by #er Departmente Femelec citlzens and
eliens registration made compulsory by the
#Hae

Planning Soard contected the Spenigh Imbassy and
Spenigh Consuletee.

Febe 18, 1943 \

Thursdey Registration begen in the Administration rersonnel
necreation Hell for the Nisei men end in the Leave
Clesrance Building for Niseli women snd the Issei.

Plenning Board prepared stetement to colonisis.
Mr. Fleming cslled end said last persgreph must e siricke
en oute Committee sent to Lre Coverley to explaine

A separete City Council meeting hed alah endorsed
this stetement with a supplement that colonisis
should heed the heuvy penelty involvede.

Telephone cell from Ade Bldge==Those filing for
repatriation need not registere.

Febe 19\ 19495
Fridey '-\ iffective this dey, all filing for repe.riaiion
¥ - must elso register. (Major Marshell's siatement
[ Aer TM-‘X ! 03 \ in Tulean pPispateh) |
R s w7

lox - sl the? N\ it @ meeting of the Plemning Bosrd directors, it
wes decided to cancel distribution €f statement io
colonists at largee.

N
_Jv*wd”kf Planning Soerd prepared written instructicns to its
MNeprerd bﬂﬁ“ﬂ members to refrein from teking instrumentel positions
AxMN at meetings that tried Lo form mass decisionse
Aﬁ%ﬁﬁ)ry
4 N
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1943

Saturday It was reported at the Planning Board directors
B [l meeting that Mr, Coverley had not permitted mimeo-
ow Cb““ gr this statement beceuse it would not be
effective in expediting the registration progranm,
| — X;LQM\T‘}Q)"/N \
n}*yio\ Planning Board decided to instruct colonists to
vibwl S M  take questions direetly to the Administration,
N»J e | Mr, H, Mayeda's sugge:tion that registration drms
~_/ be mailed to each family was endorsed by the
4 T AT Planning Board-<he left to present the plan to

Mr, Coverley.

Feb, 21, 1943

Sunday Planning Board directors interviewed five yo
men who had been sent from Block 42 as having been
forced to answer or to place their signatures,
The Board of Directors was happy to learn that
this was not soee~thus to splke of the rumors,

Unknown to the Couhcil and the Planning Board,
boys in Block 42 were ngg%ggzﬂ_nﬁﬁggﬁggsj_ggégt
gx_ii!i_foldllrl with mac gun and tear gas,
‘-—-_____,—-——-\‘-_-’-_—___’_/
Special session of Planning Board and City Council
held, Committee from both bodies were formed to
meet with Major Msrshall and the Project Director.

Two points were to be presented to the Major and
the Projeet Director:

l, Relesse of boys from Block 42
2. A new registration plan

Feb, 22, 1943 :

Monday 10:00 a,m, Committee from Planning Board and
City Council met with Major Marchall
and Mr, Coverley. Points precented
were rejected, .

3:00 p.ms Emergency meetings of City Counecil
and of Planning Board to report of
failure of negotiations, Resignation
of Flanning Board en masse, Council

A _ also resigned as a body.
Feb, ' 3_ 1"43
Tuesd Heeting of newly elected Plamning Board,

Committee chosen on Ward basis,.

Statement from Major Marshall to colonists presented

at meetings The Major was to distribute mimeographed
copies to the Block Managers,



Feb. “. 1943
Friday

Feb, 27, 1943
Saturday

March 1, 1943
Monday

March 2, 1943
Tuesday

March 3, 1943
Wedne sday

March 4, 1943
Thursday

March 6, 1943
Saturday

Mereh 9, 1943

Tueasday

Mareh 10, 1943

Wednesday

March 16, 1943

Tuesday

«T=

Hemorandum from the Project Director to Mr, Akahoshi

conecerning registration ies typed end distri-
buted to all members, s -

Planning Board sent a memorandum %o Mr, Coverl
recommending action againast mob aetion end physical
violence.

Planning Board General Assembly,
Present: Mr, Coverley and Mr. Cozzena,

mnouncement that Alien registration would begin
Harch 3, 1943,

Citizen rogtatration deadline extended to March 10,

Lieutenant Horak of WAAC came to register applicants.

——ry

Tulean Dispatch carried a supzinntat sheet con=
taining an anmouncement from the Projeet Director.

Telegraph messages from A, C, L, U, and Reed Cary
to Harry Mayeda made available to Flanning Board,
Not distributed from Planning Board office to
members becsuse of Administration objeetion to
certdin clause,

Colonel Zecobey's reply to resclution sent by some
residents announced in Tulean Dispatch,.

Commeneing thie day, fart of Planning Board staff
reported to 6608 to aid in registration,

Telegram from American Friends Service Committee
to Harry Mayeda published in Tulean Dispatch,

Grade 3chools opened,
Senator Wallgren visited Colony.
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| Mareh 17, 1943

Wednesday Tulean Dispatech announced that Army Team had left
over the week end,

Mareh 20, 1943

Saturday Deadline set for registration es March 24,

(Tulean Dispatech)

March 25, 1943
Thursday High School opened,.

Repatriation opened,

March 31, 1945 :
Wednesday Trial of fifteen (15) boys--moved to Moab, Utah,



TULE LAKE

1943

ARMY REGISTRATION

February 3.

Editorial, Tulean Dispatch; Nisei will not allow personal feelings and
family complications toprevent him from serving his country, but will go
without mental reservations and follow the dictates of his leaders. (Very
muach of a flag-waving editorial)

February B5.

Teletype: Reaction varied because of suddenmss of the announcement. Small
enlistment expected due to bitternese over evacuation and to non-cooperative
older nisei group. On the whole, reaction unfavorable, but compliance for
most part expected.

February 6.

Veekly Report: Disturbing rumors that some issel bitterly oppose War Dept.
decision and feel that government has no moral right to induct nisei into
army. Opposition centered mainly around JACL leaders. Two of the latter
were concerned for their personal safety. Report that a group of fifty
being organiged into "strong-arm squad® to deal with JACL leaders and any
nisel who volunteer. False rumors that project director at issei meeting
said that (1) patriotic organization of Japanése-Americans was directly
responsible for decision; (2) that any nisel not volunteering was a slacker;
(%) that anyone failing to register would be subject to fine of $10,000 or
fmprisonment of five years.

February 10.

Report to John Baker: During meetings to aequaint ovacuees with program,
speakers given utmoet attention, but mudging noticed among young evacuees
during passages palliating evacuees.

F Pirst day of registration: 29 304-A, including 3 volunteers, one who
refused to serve in army, one wished to serve but was frightened to do 0 by
forces operating on the project, 20 qualified ®“yes."®

Conversations with evacuees show they are not prepared at present to make

any commitments. Redistance may tie in with underground movement going om
against JACL members. To prevent possible incident, Walter Tsukamoto, former
JACL president and with commission of captain in Army, left today for Chicago,
ostensibly having been cleared for work leave.

February 12.

Weekly report: Resentment, dissatisfaction and anxiety permeated cemter, and
garbage disposal was from 60 to 80 percent above normal every day. Total of
306 regbstered in first three days. In no blocks has registsration gone as
planned. No high pressure or coersive methods adopted.

February 10-14, 107 requests for applications for repatriation - all
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kibei, averaging 15 years in Japan, many having returned to this count
1937 and 1938. ) By R

Report to John Baker: Question 28 pivotal point of dissention, as is filling
out of leave form. Oreat deal of criticism from those who have no intention
of leaving project for any reason whatever.

Second day of registration characterized by apparently organized
resistance. Cooperation varied with the blocks. Undoubtedly a subvsrsive
group behind it, but mot entire story. Program must be handled with great
tact, especially with regard to announcements made in project paper, ®0
that efftorial staff memebers will not be open t¢ criticism. Far that reason,
editorial comment and feature stories discontinued for the present.

February 15.

Report of combined meeting of City Council, Planning Board, and Block
Managers; Fifty-eight questions asked and the shortest, most unequivocal
answers wers given by the psoject director, which kept the meeting within
the bounds of order and tempers under control. Lt. Carroll explained team's
role, registration program, saying that it was mandatory. Read the Sedition
Act.

FPebruary 10-16: 264 persons requested repatriation forms, 28 of which
have been filed.

February 18.

Report to John Baker: 511 - 126A; 289 - 126 rev., of which 79 were aliens
and 210 ecitigens.

Pebruary 19.

Report to John Baker (inc. above item): At 8:30 a.m. an estimated 500 people,
nisei and issei, overwvhelming preponderance of young nisei, in line to apply

for repatriation. Talke with coloniste indicate that in spite of all explana=
tions, greatest confusion etill exisete in their minds. '

February 5.

Report to John Baker (sxiz dated Feb. 11): Announcement exploded like &

bomb. Japanese not amenable to the surprice element. Indications that Army
team will not have colonists' wholehearted cooperation at first - probably not
until all angles have been thoroughly analyzed and debated.

Resentment among those who volunteered before the war and then were refused
service when war came - feel they are being used as pawmns. Chief objection
by those who are bitter over evacustion. JACL members target of resentment,
since many feel that JACL engineered the induction program for ulterior motives.
Claustrophobis another factor = evacuees with few exceptions memtally geared
to pre-evacuation level, do mot comprehend changes that have taken place on
outeide.
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February 13.

Report to John Baker: Third day of registration (Feb. 12 again characteriged
by non-cooperation with exception of Ward 7 (¥ash. and Ore.). Total of first
four day: 87 126 rev. and 169 on 126a. ]
Two teachers resigned because, being conscientious objectors, they refused to
assist in registration. Fifteen others have sided with them.

Council meeting on Feb. 12 turned in 153 questions to project director. When
telegram authorizing change in wording of Question 28 was read, applause greeted
the announcement.

February 18.

Report to John Daker: Registration opened in Administrstive Recreation Hall,
having ceased the day before in the Block Managers' offices. But registration
moving at very slow pace in spite 8f publicity given to new regudation
progedure.

By noon 347 more evacuees applied for repatriation forms and another 200
in line at 1:00 pim. Total number of applications at noon; B0O0.

Juichi Nimura arrested and takem to Klamath Falls.
Absolute distrust of WRA policies by perhaps a majority of evacuees

| may account to some extent for lack of dooperation. Great “eal of misunder-

standing and confusion on policies.

Nisei more amenable to cooperation when their confidence is solicited.
Army announcement and gegistration has forced dbcisions upon them. Prospect
of uncertain fature leaving them desolate and perplexed.

February 25.

Report to John Baker: Resistance to program leseened greatly within past 24 hous
Return to mormal conditions hoped for at earliest possidle time - reopening

of schools snd resumption of publication of Dispatch.

Telbo Hashida, editor of the Japanese section of the Dispatch, who was
beaten Feb. 22, received visit from kibeli who apologized for the beating,
saying that they did mot countenance such behavior and were for cooperation

with the administ:ation.

losing of schools occurred Monday noon (22nd) when no studente showed
up tog eh:gn despite announcement that 9th, 10th, ==t 11th, snd 12th grades
would reopen on that day. No explanation givem in order to allow colonists
to feel that sdministration i through trying to explain program and let them
worry about future administrative policy.

Piepatch suspended publication for three days, wmt thén staff agreed to
go back to work, but Japanese wection will not be resumed until colonists can
guarantee the staff from harm. ;
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Intimidation of loyal colonists continues.

At close of Peb. 24: 1080 signed 126-4; 930 citigens signed 126 rev.
and 88 aliens. Tota) 2098,

February 26.

Weekly report: Planning Board and Council met on Feb. 21 in separate sessions
becauss of arrest of 27 boys who refused to register, the first to formulate &
plan to expedite registration and discuss plans for getting the boys released,
and the second to (1) give a vote of confidence to wardens becsuse they wanted
to resign as a body; (2)negotiate with Army to have registration blanks mailed
to each male citizen; and (3) negotiate with Army to relesep boys from Jjail.

Next day (22) committees of three from each group met with Coverly, Cozzems,
Major Marshall, and Lt. Carroll suggesting plans which were refused. Same _
afternoon both Board and Council resigned. Same night sall blocks met to elect
new member to Board.

On Tuesday (23) and Wednesday (24) temporary members of Board met with
Board of Dimctors to discuss expediting registration. On Friday (26) six members
of Planning Board, executive secretary, and research man met to discuss physical
and mob violence and to write memo to project director comdemning it and stating
full cooperation with wardens.

late Sunday night (21) and Honday (22) block meetings were held to discuses
special report of Boasd and Council.

On Sunday, (20) at 10:00 am. MP commander notifeid Coverly that he had
instructions to aesist in making any necessary arrests. Plans were made %o
pick up 31 who had refused to register at 5:00 pm. All from Block 42, which
was gulckly surrounded. Internal Security officers collected the prisoners,
who were lomaded om trucks. One group taken to Klamath Palls and another to
Modoc County Jail at Alturas.

On Tussday (233) registration showed a pickup, but by Thursay (25) momentum
was lost. On Monday (22) large proportion of evacuees failed to show up for
work. No general strike called, but more or leees spontanecus sprike prevalled.
Continued until Wednesday. Thursday morning ae if by gemeral consemt, almoet
everyone returned to work, :

Thursday (25) discovery made that circular advising people mot to register
was belng widely distribubed. So far meither author nor means by which it was
mimeograpned have been discovered. By Thursday tips coming in from evacuees
a® 10 who leaders might be. Increated oa Friday. Barly Friday three members
of gang implicated da assault on an issel considered tc be an informer on Thursdy
night. WMost talxative finally confessed fully his whole part and named not
only other members of gang involved in beatings but the leaders as well. This
information checked against previous tips and plans made to arrest not only
othér members of the fang but leaders as well. Oang members rounded up
Friday night - ven of them - and leaders to be arrested on 27th or 25th.

On 27%u, 21 of prisonmers in Klamath Falls transferred to CCC camp where
they will be cared for until either U.S. Attorney takes custody or they are
tried in an acministirative proceeding.



Mareh 5.

Weekly report: 12 arrested oa Feb. 28, five of them suspected of heing issel
leaders in gensral program of obstruction, six kibbi leaders, 1 nisei. Two
releas=d the next day on lack of evidence. Process of “scpeeining" kibel began
on March 1. Those who persisted in opposition were arre=stéd. By end of week
about 50 had been removed. Onm March 2 end of original regietration schedule
reached, but deadline extended to March 10. On same day, 12 of 13 arrested

in beating pled guilty to a charge of "riot" in Modo@ County court and were
sentenced to Jail terms. Four who carried clubs : six monthe with three months
suspended. Remainder: four months with two susepended.

Orderly erowd of aboul 400 gpukkerhdaxinmxfruzmxs gathered in front of regis-
tretion hall to protest removal of kibe. Probably prevented some timid persons
from yegl-tering. At issie meeting on March 4 it was evident that resistance
was far from bwoken. Quite evident they were mot seeiking information from
Coverly and Cozzens, but trying to trap them.

Weakly report: Registration of male citigens 17 and over closed on March,
but those who still desirs to register are given the chance to do so. Ratmated
600 male citigens within the age group failed to register. Registrstion

of female citizens to close on March 15 and tentativel
not later than March 24. ely, registration of aliens
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February 23, 1943

To whom it may concernt

A man who will not swear allegiance to the United States cane
not serve in the armed forces of the United States which is a
goaitinn of honors Therefore, Nisei or Kibei who answer "no"

o questions No, 27 end 28, and whe persist in that enswer
cannot anticipate thet the Army of the United States will ever
ask for their services or that they will be inducted into the
armed foreces by 3Selective Service, The negative answer on the
question of allegliance disgualifies them for honorable service.

A "No" anawer on question 27, accompanied by a "Yes"™ answer on
queatlon is not regarded 2{ the War Department as a

of disloyelty in the individual, or as bearing on that guestion,
It ls considered that a men may be completely loyal to the
United States and stlll not wish to do military service because
of religious secruples, or because he feels that he could not

be & good soldiery or for any one of a number of reasons,

can be no promise that those who answer "No" tc Nos 27 and

*Tes™ to No, 28 will not be taken into the military service
ultima s but as it is the desire of the War Department to have
only completely willing, loyel soldiers in the Combat Team,
these men have the minimum chance of being called inte the
military services

The "Yes" answer to both questions specks for itself, It means
that the man is loyal and that he is willing to serve the coun-
tr{ as other young men are doings Such men, if ph{:ically

ab 8. may be drafted for the Combat Team 1if ine 1atler orcen
tion iz not completed with velunteerssy In case it is so filled,
then they are liable to induction for general service elsewhere
throughout the Army of the Unlted 3tates, in the same manner as
any other inductee within this country,

/8/ 3am Ls Ae Marshall
or, AUS

War szartmant
Washington, D, C,



Wednesdry

Febe 18, 1943
Thursday

Feb. 19, 1943
Fridey

-l
City vouncil end Planning Soerd held constant
meeti to clarify questions and to coordinate
the efforts of the iAdministration and colonists
on the re:sistration problems Rumors reampent and
Pi-nniag doard end City Council attempted to spike
themns

lia jor Mershall arrived.

snnouncement in Tulean Dispatch of penalty under
Title 50 of United s5tates Code, Section 33.

New registretion procedure announced:

le Hegistretion Block Manegers' offices stopped.

From Febe 18, it w s to be conducted in the
- Administration area.

2+ Certificete of registretion tc be issued.

3+ Mele citizen registretion mede compulsory
by War Department. Femele citizens and
aliens registration mede compulsory by the
WRae

Plenning Board contected the Spenigh Imbassy end
3panigh Consulate.

Registration began in the Administration Fersonnel
lecreation Hall for the Nisei men end in the Leave
Clearance Building for Nisel women snd the Issel.

Planning Board prepared stetement to colonists.
Mre Fleming called end said last peragreph must be stricke
en outs Committee sent to Wr. Coverley to explain.

A seperete City Council meeting hed slso endorsed
this statement with a supplement that colonists
should heed the heuvy penelty involved.

Telephone cell from Ad. Bldge=-Those filing for
repatriation need not register.

Effective this day, all filing for repeiriation
must also register. (Major Marshall's stetement
in Tulean bispatch)

At @& meeting of the Planning BSoard direoctors, it
wes decided to cancel distribution 6f statement Lo
colonists at large.

Plenning HSoard prepared written instructions to its
members to refrein from taking instrumentel positions
at meetings that tried to form mass decisicns.



The issues now at stake in the registration program are
both large and vital, It is not an exaggeration to say that the
future of persons of Japanese ancestry in the United States de-
pends on the success of this program., It is my personal feeling,
after having been in the center of conflicting opinions for almost
a month, that the residents of Tule Lake have not seen all sides
of the picture. It seems very necessary at this time for all of
us to discipline our minds to the extent we can see another side,
namely, the point of view of one hundred and thirty million
Americans,

At the present time the American public is rather skeptical
as to whether the majority of the Nisei and Issel are devoted to
the interests of this land, Only a short time back they were
definitely of the opposite view., Now, after months of work by
the Director of WRA and a number of other liberal and forward-
looking agencies, they are held convinced, Great decisions are
hanging in the balance., As you know, public opinion is a deciding
factor in the Government of a Democracy., If, at this crucial
period, the residents of this Center reflect the opportunity won
for them at the cost of so much work, the future will be dark
indeed, possibly for generations to come, What would occur at
Tule Lake would react unfavorably on all Japanese Americans,

It must be remembered that the American population as a
whole, engaged as it is in fighting and working for victory,
would be unable to understand any attitude on your part which
did not take the war into consideration, The WAR caused the
evacuation and all its accompanying burdens, To begin the pro-
cess of restoring privileges while the War is still on is proof
enough of good faith, Every hope may be entertained that the
coming of peace would find even more generous opportunities
forthcominge.

All the information necessary to a thorough understanding
of the registration program has been published. All the questions
have been asked and answered many times, It is obvious that the
giving of further information is neither necessary or desired,
The time has come when the people of Tule Lake must demonstrate
faith in the good intentions of the United States. Such faith
is all that is needed to go ahead and finish this job,.

Harvey M, Coverley
Project Director
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1, Would it be satisfactory to write "undecided at present"? (,..--&0:-”

2. Asked for translation of gquestionnaire.

3. Would Kibel's be required to answer Question 28 of BSS Form

SUAnT

4. Are the questionnalires the same as those asked of citizens
of other races in the United States? If Nisei are to be
considered Americans, they would like to have the same
guestions asked of them,

Modification or striking out of Question 28,

Question 28 should be stricken out or allowed to be left
unanswered,

The Issel should not be forced to answer thils question, 28.
Since tley are not permitted to become naturalized, they
would become "men without a country",

If the United States were contemplating giving citizenship
to the Issel,

Should the assistants to the reglstrars have a good command
of both Japanese and English?

Does the Geneva Conference Treaty carry provisions about
asking such a guestlion of the Issel?

(Tae Treaty aoys CuRb juestiona on the politieal and
military situations could not be asked of prisoners of wars,
Should they refuse to renly, they could not be threstened
nor punished,)

What would the penalty for refusing to answer Question 28 bes

If the boys are going to be taken by the Army, the families
should be returned to their former homes.

In reference to Questions 9 and 10, Would it be necessary
to put the name, birth place, occupation, ete,, of the fathers
and mothers?

Is 1¢ necessary.to enumerate the sports and hobbles of the Issel?

The liisel are willing to take their chances on the Selective
Service; but they do not want a separate combat unit--they do not
want to be segregated., They want to be placed in mixed groups.

If Nisel are to be indueted, the soldiers and citizens should
be allowed to go into the defense zones.

&, Are Japanese allens prisoners of war?
ba will tnay be considered prisoners of war if they should
answer "no" to Question 287

Modification of Question 27 and Question 28 on Selective
Service 3504-A,




TEZT OF RESOLUTION

We, the citizens ol the United States of America, residents or the
Tule Lake Relocation Project, Newell, Caliiornia, in order to perform
our duties as Loyal citizens oI the United States and in order vo up-
hold the principles oI Damocracy as established in the Constitution of
the United States do hereby state that:

Whereas, we the citizens of the United States have been asked by
our Government to pledge our ungualiried allegience to this country.

Whereas, we have accepted in good faith end in Tull cooperation
the exTtraordinary orders oI the United Scvatves Army.

Whereas, er feel that we have given our fullest cooperation to this
program of evecuation. .

Whereas, the Government through the Federal Heserve 3ank nas railed
to protect the people.

Whereas, we have temporarily surrendered many oI the rights and pri=-
vileges of citizenship which we have heretorore enjoyed.

Winereas, we suiiered losses of homes, properties, work, Ireedog of
movement, separation from friends, and all things we Ielt dear To us with-
out protest.

Whereas, we wish to prevent in the future, the mass evacuation or
coniining oI citizens without traal.

Whereas, we Ieel tnat tnere is only one class OI cltizenship in this
country and & loyal citizen of one race should not be treated any difr-
erent rrom another.

whereas, we believe that some oI these things mentioned above ¢ m-
stitute a violation of our civil rights.

And whereas, we believe sincerely and honestly in tne primcip. . ou
Ireedom of speech, Ireedom oi worship, Ireedom oI the Fress, and Ireedom
of Assemblage as embodied in the Constitution and its amendments.

Therefore, be it resolved:

N l. That we =sk Secretary of war, Henry L. Stimsomn, %nat aivexr a
thorough investigation by the lilitery Intelligence and the Federsl Bur-
eau of Investigation and other rederal Authorities that persons that are
cleared should have absolute Ireedom of movement and The choice oI return-
ing to their homes.

2. 'nat we request President Koosevelt to give Us assurance that he
will use his good oiiice in an endeaver to secure all constitutional and
c¢ivil rights as American Citizens.,

3. That the secyrity Ior the lIsseis be assured.

4, That we ask President Hoesevelt to use his good of;ice to bring
rorable impressépm t‘sthe public regarding the loyal citizens.



page 2 -

H. ‘'hat we ask that those lsseis considered by the Government
as being not disloyal to this Govermment be classiliied as “Iriendly
aliens".

b. Tnat we have the Government note the advantages oI the good
publicity to be gained by disbursing Nisei soldiers into the Army at
large rather than forming & separate combat tTeam; and thet the Govern-
ment rurther note that tne education of cCaucasian soldiers can be made
through deep comradeship that grows between soldiers Tacing a common
task and thereby educate the American public.

7. That the Government recognizing that we are Iighting Ior the
Four Freedoms as embodied in the Atlantic Charter should apply these
democratic principles to us here at home.

8. That we believe that ii satisfactory answers can be given by
a Government spokesman, preierably tihe President oi tne United States
to these quections we cem go and Iight for this, our country without
fear or qualms concerning tne security oI our Iuture rignts. II sat-
isractory answers cennot be given, we believe theat the constitutional
rights hzve not been upheld end we see no reasson why we snould reg-
ister withoutv shRe due knowledge ol our citizenship.

And be it rurther resolved, that we respectively ask 10T immedlabe
answers to the cguestions in this resolution.
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QUESTION 28 SUBSTITUTED

Juestion 23 to WRA 126-Revised hrs heon elanred substantially in a teletype
ﬁovsq ‘¢ reccived by dnrvey Ccverley, jroject divcctor, from Dillon 3, lyer, nat=
onol direetor, in Vashington at 3:34 o'clock Pyldoy of tarnooii.

M.e speeinl tele ram was recoived frem Vashington vhen the Olty Couneil
and Plannin: Bourd weve having nn emergency tseting at #1308 ou this vitel peint
cf thc quasticonneire.

The cormprlete toxt of tho telepran from Director Mycr waids

"IHE Pollowing questicia slall be substitutcd for question 28 in Form 126

Revisod for aliens: 'T1l1l you swear to abide by the Iawe nf the Urited States

and to teke no actlon which wonld in any vy interfeore with the war cffort of

the United Status?' Alicns may, howover, azswer thoe present Quosticon 28 if they

profery cither by a straisht Yeos or He or by a qualifiod answor, The subsiitutae

Questirn

_Thg substitute Questiin 88 should be a i

Reviscd.
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¥ _ QUESTIONS PERTAINING TO WRA FORM 126-REV

T

( Ba

V Se

7e

Is 1t true thet the application for lesve glesrance is
eompulsory on the part of female citizens and aliena?

Hes 1t not been the policy of the WRA that all those
wishing to sseoure such lesve c¢le.rance mentioned in
Iter 1, be voluntary on the part of such person?

What necessitated the WRA to use the seme form for the

two groups of people who are of two entirely di fferent

:;Iogoiy-na-nly, female U, S, oitizens and the enemy
ens

What power and authority 1f any has the WRA to enforce
on the psople of Japanese nationality to apply for leave
elearances if the WRA 126-Rev 1s compulsery as stated in
question 1. (Please quote the speeific olecuse in the
Rational and Internstional legal document as to the
origin of WRA Authority.)

What does the phrass "ungualified allegiance to the
United States of America™ =s stated in question 28 of
WRA 12 6-Rev mean specifically? :

Why is it that the nams of the Spanish Govefnment which
ag far as we have been informed, is to be of neutral
government, be mentioned in questicns 29 and 307

Jusstions pertaining to question 28.
as What is the definition of the word "loyalty"?
(Issel standpoint)

b. What is the reason for the new order of the War Department?’

¢, Is this an Army order or is it by ull tho will of
- people of the United States?

d. Order of the War Depadtment for any other purpose than
stated. ¢

e, ¥Fhat is the explenation of iArmy Proelamation of allow ing
Japenese smericans privileges, but prohibiting them
from entering westera detensc&

A more definite explanation and elerification of Cusstiom 28
is requested. '

It seems that approximately seventy-five percent of all these
guestions on Form 126 have been answered previously om the WRA
eensus records, ete. Why should it be neecessary to answer
them again?
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Questions on WRA Form 1286 Reve-~Page 2

v 10,
v 11.

/ 12,

Vv 18.

/  lde

v e

¥ 1‘ L

v 1%

When signing the leave olearsnce papers, they asked us what
part of the country we would like to go. ¥"hy is it tht we
are unable to go baek to the Northwest after being cleared
for leave? Is it wise to answer suoh questions on the
questionnaire if no official word has been reccived regarding
penalties for not enswering or filling in sueh forms?

Issei husband an€ nisei wife or viee versa. Must answer
differently a8 to leyelty. In what right wey mey they
enswer together?

Will govermment compens:te all Jepenese for loss of time

and monay due to evaguation?

Mr. Coverley or the Army representatives stated today (2/10/43)
that those Issei who do not care to apply for leave clsarange
6s such may change the title of this particular applisation
form to "Registration" when filling 1t out., However, the
question which remeins is: OSinee the juestiocns to be answered
remain unchanged, eun: ot this particular document s%ill be
considered an application 28 learence in spite of the
faot that the regis : only %o be a "regilstra-
tion" and nothing more?

The U, 5. Goverunment hus offered an opportunity to the Niseil
of this eamp to demonsirete their loyd ty tc this count®y.

It is assumed that this is mude in all geod faith. However,
Judging from. the message read by Sgt., Sullivan on

February 9, 1943 to ome colonists, 1l secems that if a« Nisei
were to affirm his loyalty tc the Us £., and offer to maist

in the war effort by going out as a defense worker, this offer
on the part of the Government is sotually not in good £ith

as restrictions are still in effeet in regards Lo the ¢ xclusion
of Japanese people from the Western Defense irca. Thare is
need for some c¢larification or stateme nt on the above pint,

There are many talks that interviewers write "Yes" altough
the person bel ng interviewed says "No" in answering te
qmttorﬁn. (Comment: ZEvacuees want striet correcion
on that

It was stated by our former Project Director Mr. Shimell in
e question end answer meeting held in lste October or
November, 1942, wes transmitted from Japanese Governmemt

to the Government of the United States, saying that the
former recognizes all the Japanese alien held in the warious
ecenters as the prisoners of war, FPlease c¢larify.

Does signing the elssrance paper mean that the signee has
to o out if and when there is a job on the outside?



Questions on WRA Form 126 Reve--Page §

18.
19,

20.
21.

22.

24.

27.
28,
29.

33.

What is the qualification for army nurse and WAAC?

If an isseil pledge allegiance to Japan or repatriation but
wants to go outside, can he go?

We should get allowanece for dependent.

If you sign the leave clearance form, does one have to go
if later one decides he does not want to go?

What would be the consecguences shoyld question 28 be left
unanswered?

Is the leave e¢learance form the same as the form issued
at the Plagceme nt Bureau?

If a girl applies for a leave elearance on this form,
must she go out if the Government calls her? :

The WRA 126 Rev form specifies that it is for aliens
and women over 17 years of age; the selective service is
for men (eitizens) of 17 yeurs o 38 years; then what
form does the Nisel men over 38 years of age sign?

Is there a form for them?

Will we ever be made to leave this camp agsinst our wishes
just because we signed this form WRA 1267

Would 1t be satisfactory to write "undecided 2t presemt "?
Could the guestionnaire be translated into Japanese? :

Ismeli should not be forced to answer this guestion 28 since
they are not permitted to become naturalized; thsy would
become "men without a ecountry".

Is U. 8. contemplating = giving citizenships to the Isseis
who answered question 28 "Yes"?

Shouldn't the assistants to the registrers have a good
command of both Japanese and Znglish?

Does the Geneva Conference Treaty carry provisions about
asking such a question of the Issel as the guestionnalre?

Is it negessary to enumerate the sporis and hobbies of the
Isseis?

Are Japunese aliens prisoners of war?
Will they be considered priscners of war if they should
answer "no" to Question 287
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Questions on WRA Form 126 Reve-Page 4

V/ #5. Is it still possible for evscuees in this project toc mke
' applieation for repatriation tc Japan? :

36. Does the answer "No" for Cuestion 28 mean that we cannot
go out when the lesve clsarance comes?

37, Does the statement "bsek to normal”™ mean thet you can go
back to where you came from? -

38, Do persons who heve registered for leave clearance after
Degcember 1, 1942 have to fill this e¢lesrance paper too?

39. Will the ananeaa~§uariean girls be allowed the same
privileges as Caucasian nurses and W.A.A,C.7

40. Whaet will be our economic security and status, if relocated?

41, Will we ever be mede to leave this camp ageinst our wishes
just because we sign this WRA 128 form?

42, Must a person who has no intention of going out register
for leave clearance?

43. In filling references of five people, cun they be either
Caucasian or Japznese?

44. What would be the penalty for Issei if they refuse the
registration?

45, Due to lack of elear memory, if the registrant should mke
an error in statement, what penalty will he get?

46. In the event a person is eligidble for outside employment
by the virtue of being duly "cleared”, will he recelve
finencial assistance for re-establishment?

47, Will the "cleared” aliens be given the stutus of "friendly
aliens"” or will they be eategorieally rstained in the
"enemy alien" classification?

8. Will the Isseis swearing "yes" to question 28 of the form
WRA 126 Rev be given assurance of Americen citizenship?

49. If we sign for the Leave Clesrange and the work offered us
is not satisfeetory, what is the result ?

50, Is compulsory reloeation or registration for this purpose
or msss relocation one of the purcoses of this registration?

. B5l. Why is it that the Niseis sre required to re-register?



Questions on Form WRA 126 Hev--Pageb

54,

S5,

6.

67.

Why is it thet all Niseis in relocztion ecenters singled
out to answer speelel questions in regard to our loyalty?

May we request that the United States Government endeavor
@8 nenrly as possible, to re-establish us to our former
status previous to evaounation,

If Isseis answer "no" to Questions 27 and 28, will they
be treated as internees in Concentration Camps?

If Nisels refuse to answer Questions 27 and 28, will they
be treated as enemy aliens?

For those who do not want to resettle outside, what
difference does it make if the paper is changed from
leave clearance to just registration? If it is possible
to Just strike out the leave clearance part, what's the
use of Raving the registration?

For those who refuse to register, is it possible to
have them treated as those who have applied for repatristion?

¥hat will happen if everybody refuses to register?
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Nov. 8, 1943 R g 65

TULL LAKE SEGREGATION PROGRAM

More.}mmediate problems as a result of segregation are already
being reveled with much intensity.

1. The newcomers to Tule Lake are not a homogeneous people. Their
reasons for coming to Tule Lake vary from economic and personal sec urity
considerations to truly pro-Japanese sentiments. Their backgrounds,
experlences, and ages vary and they are all under severe tensions.

They cannot bé expected to live as a harmonious people yet. Further-
more, this community is unorganized in every sense of the word.

The social pressures and social directions for action mast be remade
in the new center, and those who assume leadership will in many

cases determline the character of the new community. If the more
aggressive elements among the Kibei set the pattern of soecial behavior,
it will be a much different center than if the more stable groups

of Issel take over.

2. The attitudes with which the newcomers in Tule Lake approach

all questions will be conditioned by their past experiences, both r

pre-evacuation and assembly ;center, and finally their recent experl-
ences in relocation centers. Many of the people within the colony
may clash with one another and view each other with suspicion,

This occurred as a result




of the Santa Anita riots when people were being assigned to relocation
centers. Some refused to live with the "rowdy Santa Anitans." This
will be even more intensified by relocation center histories.

3. If aggressions that come from the frustrations imposed not only
on the relocation center, but by the confining elements in the segrega-
tion center are not glven social direction, they will become more and
more anti-soclal and destructive. Living in this community will tend
to bring out aggressions, Furthermore, many of those sent here have
already learned to express themselves in an overt manner. Already rm ports
are coming to this office that the Hawallan Kibel in particular are
breaking windows, staging demonstrations, and may even have caused
the agriculture strike.

4. There are many people who wlll be asking to.leave Tule Lake
because of the reality of the new type of center life. Many did not
anticipate it would be so restraining. The other centers had emphasl zed
the non-punitive aspects of the segregation center with no mention
of the unpleasantness they would find.

5. Many children came to Tule Lake with their parents against

their desires. Some split famllies occurred before segregation. Many

more will how take place as Nlisel will appeal to leave after they have

been in Tule Lake for a while. Those who remain will be seriously ef fected.
6. Housing is a problem now being faced. The overcrowding that
resulted from the influx of newcomers and the inadequate space 1is most
serious., Furthermore, many remaining Tuleans refused to move to smaller
apartments as they had made improvements in the apartments they occupy.
Inadequate records from other projects made the work of assignment more
difficult. Until adequate housing is avallable this will remain a serious

problem. Living in such close quarters will further aggravate the te nsions




inherent in living in this community.
7. As Appeal Boards are set up in other projects, there will be
additional people asking to go to Tule Lake. Furthermore, as centers

close there will be a certaln number of people who will ask to go to

Tule in order to escape further moves and the fear of relocation. They

will look to Tule Lake as a security for the duration,

8. Another problem Tule Lake will be faced with as a result of
segregation 1s the definition other projects apply to it. If they see
Tule Lake as a place for "agitators', then many more problems will be
created.

9. Not all of the Tuleans will adjust well in the new centers to
which they were sent. Some went to centers they did not wish to go to,
others were disappointed in the new centers. There will be some who will,
therefore appeal to return to Tule Lgke.

The problems of segregation and its results are only now beginning
to take shape at Tule Ldte. The manner and method in which they are
handled at the beginning will be most important in determining the future
history of the center. It has already started with many adverse factors
to be faced. Whether or not these can be overcome will depend on the

administration and on the colonists themselves.




Mr, Ray best:

Subject: "Flan for Community Organization”

A number of members of the Washington staff have glven careful study to
the document, 'Flan for Vommunity Urganization" which you left with us for
comment. This plan 1s based on the assumption that effective administration
at Tule Lake 1s possible only if there are systematic and formal relations
with the community. With this assumption we are In full agreement and we
believe that your experience also supports this point of view. With the
acceptance of the administrative desirability of malntaining organized re-
lations with the community the plan then advances a number of objectlves and
concrete proposals for accomplishing these objectives., A4s we have analyzed
the objectives they are:

1. To reestablish relations between the comrunity and the admlnlstra-

tion,

2, To provide the mechanics for securing the selection of a represen-

tative group of the residents which stands for the interests of the peace-
loving majority and thus to eliminate domination by minoritlies, pressure
groups, or strong arm methods.
3. To provide opportunity for assumption of responsibility for
running by evacuees for project operations including the selection of foremen
4, To redefine working relationships between the administrative staff
and evacuees so that the latters have found channels of cooperation with

staff members and may deal with them in an advisory role.




4. To develop joint staff-resident responsibility for planning and
policy in connection with all aspects of center operation through a resident
advisory committee working with the project director and his division
chiefs.

These objectives were to be achieved by the creation of a representative
structure composed of two elected representatives from each block for each
of the "functional" divisions of the administration. These representstives
would elect two members from each block to form a Board of D?rectors, and
the Board of Directors would select technical specialists to manage the
"functional"” units' work. The administrative staff section head would work
in an advlsory capacity with the planning committee for his section. The
Board of Directors for each “functional" unit will elect one member to sit
on a Central Council which will work with the Project Director in over-all
operating agreements. An advisory Council of the Central Council will work
in close collaboration with the froject Lirector on the day-to-day problems
of community management.

1he desirability of this particular plan is advanced on'the basis that
it is similar in structure to that of the Business bnterprises which has

withstood the mlnority pressures in recent events; that it obviates the

dangers of geographical representation; and that it 1s functional in organ-

ization.

With the first two objectives, as we have listed them, we believe that
there 1s no question of the desirability of their accomplishment. We recog-
nize, as do you, that no system-is absolutely fool-proof against having an
organized minority seize control of governmental procedures. We should
fulfil our obligation to thée residents to provide the procedures by which

the majority can be represented. We believe, that the danger of a minority

seizlng control in a stable and well-organized community is
and that the weight " J 1s extremely remote,




UNITED STATES
[EPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
TULE LAKE SEGREGATION CENTER
Newell, California

Community Analysis
August 3, 1944

COMMUNITY ATTITUIES ON RECURRENT CRISES IN JULY

Under the reorganization plan, whereby wardens would be
elected in the blocks and in turn select their own top officers,

(notice to Civic Organizations and Block Managers, to this

effect, appended to this page), about half the blocks elected

two wardens under the plan, Ward VIII or "Manzanar", responding
100% possibly as a result of being absent from the Project

during the period of political rifts from November to the present.
Ward VII, very much a part of the Froject splits and difficulties
responded most poorly. While the block patrols disbanded, as

80 of a possible 146 wardens were elected in the blocks, the

center underwent a self-imposed curfew at nine o'clock in response




to rumors of rape, robbery and assault. (The figure of 80
wardens of a possible 146 -- two from each of 73 blocks --

is the figure as of July 25th. The number is now about 85),
Blocks in wards other than Ward VIII and Ward VII, the latter
with contrasting results for the wardens' elections, showed

a spotty half-and-half response to the election call. The
election plan was generally liked, however, and blocks which did
not respond with two wardens wished addition'information, indicating
how much independence the wardens' organization would have from
the Police Department, or Internal Security proper. People

said generally that they "know complete independence is impossible,
yet we want to know how much is possible; the wardens will never
succeed if they have to spy on the residents or be responsible
for Stockade pick-ups." In the week of July 30th, a Committee
of Five, representing the wardens! department, reflected these
sentiments in such proposals as: (1) the desire not to wear
shirt badges (that the Caucasian police wear a similar sort

of badge on the shirt is understood); (2) the desire to have

a separate organization set-up; (3) the desire to deal directly
with administration -- and not through the intermediacy of the
Caucasian police department. In the reorganization of the
wardens, as with the reorganization of the Co-op, popular senti-"
ment demanded that the entire staff resign, and that a clean

slate be effected.

 Civic Civic Organizations and the C. A. section had related

61‘5&!1.
535%%;n difficulties during this period. In Civic Organizations, the

. major difficulty was to secure replacements for four block manager




positions. The previous plan was to have the block nominate

three and administration choose one from among that number,

The "polite" center objection to this plan was that this method
"loses face™ for the two rejected, but actually the fear was that
the one chosen would be linked in popular belief with administra-
tive lines of authority exclusively. At any rate, the earlier
Plan falled to re-institute four block managerships, and consequently
a second plan was devised, reminiscent of the plan for reorganiz-
ing the wardens. According to this plan, the block would elect
one individual, as 1s now the case, undercover, in a majority of
block managerships. The barrack captains would then sign a state-
ment backing the cholce. The latter point was objected to inas-
mich as barrack captainship is usually, at Tule Lake, passed "down
the barrack" in rotating order, each household or apartment haldirg

the position for a period of one to three months. It was felt

that the sanction of barrack captains was an unnecessary compli-

cation -- "as if the people would not back their elected cholce 4in
the first place." "Administration goes into too great details,

as 1f they did not trust the people, or feel they would respect
their choice."




colony sentiment, as follows:

. (1) The Co-op must become a purely commercial enterprize,
handling goods, but not labor.

(The domestics themselves, in the shift from high wages
under private enterprize, to $19 plus clothing allowance
under Co-op management, complained of lower wages, the
Co-op exploiting them "for administration," etc. This
"exploitation account" was aggravated in the center when
the rate of $35 was turned down, the old Board being
the rate of $35 was turned down, the old Board being
accused of always giving in to administration and working
for them, and the Board protecting itself by holding that
administration was "haggling over $5.")-(reference to $30
rate settled on).
(2) The Co-op must get out of anything that smacks of
polities. Giving jobs to people, as domestics, has
this aspect.

(Offering services, through domestics, had two "smacking
of politics" possibilities. The jobs would be looked on
as political footballs, so to speak, in the center; and
getting people to work for administrative personnel might
be interpreted in politicalized terms).

(3) The personal risk to individual laborers in the
Ad. area is something for which the Co-op wishes to assume
no responsibility.

(Here the Board had in mind the Okamoto shooting. Any
recurrence of such happenings -- to domestics or employees
in the Ad. area might be laid at the Co-op door).

(4) While the Co-op at other centers handles domestics,
this center, with 1ts ticklish internal situation between
colony and administration, is different. Hence, the
policy for Co-ops might well be re-written for this center.

(This point is in 1line with a great deal of colony feeling
that policy should be distinguished as between relocation
centers and the segregation center).

(5) The colony already feels that the Co-op 1s simply
an administrative instrument rather than "their" organiza-
tion. It cannot afford to heighten this impression.

(Following the Hitomi incident, the new Board was extremely
cautious about theilr place in the center picture. Sensitivi-
ty and fear led to the desire for as thorough a disocciation
as possible).




UNITED STATES
[EPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
War Relocatlon Authority
Tule Lake Project
Newell, California

July 20, 1944
ME MORANDUM
Tos Civic Organization, and Block Managers

From: R. R. Best, Project Director

Subject: Reorganization of Colonial Police.

The Administration has been advised that the Colony Police
Force resigned effective July 20. The reason given is that the
Administration would not permit Civie Organization and the Block
Managers to be used as an agency to develop popular support for
the Colony Police. The Administration felt that the Block Managers
could not comply with this request without indulging in political
activity.

It 1s now necessary to reorganize the Police Department. In
this organization it is felt that the lepartment will serve its
best purpose through selection by the residents of the Colony itself,.

It is, therefore, requested that the Block Managers accept the
responsibility for calling block meetings within their blocks to
advise the residents of the situation. The residents of each block,
either in a block meeting, or through barracks captains, or by any
other means which they feel 1s satisfactory, are requested to select
two persons to represent the block on the Colony Police.

It is intended that each Colony Policeman to be selected will
have the primary responsibility of doing the police work within
the block from which he 1s selected or at least within the ward
i within which he resides.

Some adjustments will be necessary to take care of such contin-
gencies as tours of duty, relief, time off, and staff work. After
the initial organization of the new Colony Police Department 1t 1is
contemplated that some members of the newly selected staff will
show a qualification for the performance of staff duties. In the
event such dutles are assigned then the block from which this person
was chosen wlll be asked to select his substitute. It is proposed
that the newly selected Colony Police force will be asked to elect
from among thelr own number the key people of the force, including
Chief of Police, Assistant Chiefs of Police, Captains, Lieutenants,
and Sergeants. Any vacancies thus created in block selections are
expected to be filled by new selections from the block concerned.

Those persons selected by the blocks will be accepted by the
Administration without question, and will be assigned to the Colony




Folice force. Their work orders will be processed through the
Placement Office and they will become employees paid by the
Administration at the regular classified wage rates. If in any
case the selection involves a transfer from another Section or
Division the transfer will be processed through the Placement
Office.

It is requested that the names, addresses, and 1dentif1cat15n
numbers of persons selected within each block be referred to Civie
Organlzation office not later than 4:00 p.m., Monday, July 24, 1944,

R. R, Best
Project Lirector




