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Toll eomploment acbieyed I>y enlistments from ncdnlaad end
Hawaii, UAIt vent into training at Camp Shelby,

ek in May: 2nd and 3rd Battalions eat>ark«d for yerseas# 1st
Battalion remained behind to form cadre for 171st Batt&iion
Separat«# ((This unit was ioaetiyated and scattered i& Feb.t
19454 Most of men v«nt as replacements for units Tcrs«as#)

eek 1& Junas 3rd Battalion arriTod in ltaly. Tor tome unes”™Xalned
reason, the 2nd Battalion went to Africa, bat joined th« 3rd
in Italy in a abort

(Approx*) 446nd engaged in first action in Italy,

of September: 442ndv which had been joined b/ the 100th in
Italy, arrived in yraac«® @ jvf i 2 ("yUNVXaj ™

442nd rescued the L st Battalion at Biffontaine, France,

The rescuers were presented with a silver plaque by the
yort of the Loat Battalion:

«TO fHB 442HD imHTRY BSGIMENT:

With Beep Sincerity and Utmost Appreciation
for the gallant fight to effect our resea. after ve
had boen isol t#l for seven days.

1st Battalion, 141st Zzifantr/
Regiment
Biffoziftine, France
From the 24th to the 30th of October, 1944«



JAPANESE-AMERICAN SOLDIERS DECORATED

from

ARMY AND NAVY REGISTER, August 12,1944

The «J4panese-Anierican 100th Infantry Battalion, which recently re-
cently received a citation from Lieut. Gen. Mark W. Clark, U, S. Army, com-
manding general of the Fifth Army, has participated in fighting on virtually
every front established in the drive through Italy, reports from Fifth Army
Headquarters indicate.

Going into action first in the Naples area™ the battalion fought its
way across the Volturno River and the Rapido River and was in the front line
for 4 days at Cassino. Later it was transferred to the beachhead at Anzio
and took part in the breakthrough to Rome.

The 100th Battalion and the 442nd Regimental Combat Team, of which
it is a part, are composed of Americans of Japanese descent, all of whom
volunteered for service. The majority of the soldiers in the 100th are from

the Hawaiian Islandse

The mission for whichtthe battalion was cited was accomplished June
26 and 27 in the vicinity of Belvedere and Sassetta, Italy. A strong German
center of resistance dominated a vital highway and impeded the advance of
an American infantry division. In the face ofnnuraerically superior forces
of Nazi infantry and field artillery, the battalion fought its v/ay to the
defended positions and completely destroyed the enemy flank position, killing
17~ Germans, wounding 20, and capturing 73 in the process.

In ten months of aliaost continuous fighting only two soldiers of the
100th Infantry have been captured by the Germans, while the battalion has
taken hundreds of prisoners, killed hundreds more and destroyed vast quanti-
ties of enemy materiel.

More than 1,000 Purple Hearts, 44 Silver Bars, 31 Bronze Stars, 9
Distinguished Service Crosses and 3 legion of Merit medals have been awarded
D .members of the unit*e Fifteen enlisted men have received battlefield
commissions after displaying outstanding leadership in combate Among them
are two company cammanders—Capt. Mitsuyohi Fukuda, of 2333 Fern Street,
Honolulu, Hawaii, and Capt. Sakee Takahashi of Makaweli, Kauai, Hawaii,
Lieut. Col* Gordon Singles9 of Denver, Colorado, a West Point graduate, is
battalion commander.

One of the Japanese-American officers, Capt, Young 0. Kim, has re-
ceived three decorations. He was awarded the DSC for outstanding gallantry
during the breakthrough to the Alban Hi3J.s and also holds the Silver Star and
the Purple Heart, 2nd Lieut. Allan Ohata was awarded the DSC for heroism in
killing 5 Germans during one day»s fighting in an early battle in Italy.

11lere never has been a case of desertion or absence without leave in thB
100th, although there were two reported cases of fireverse AWO1.M Befor% their
battle wounds were completely healed in a field hospital behind the lines, tw
soldiers left the hospital and hitch-hik~d back to their companies on the battiefielr



Standard. Form No. 1097
Form approved by Comgtroller General,U. 8.
August 17,1937

General Regulations No. 78—Revised Reference No.

REQUEST FOR CORRECTIONS IN APPROPRIATION, FUND,
LIMITATION, AND OFFICIAL PROJECT ACCOUNTS

(Department or establishment) (Bureau or office)

Chief, Accounting and Bookkeeping Division,
General Accounting Office, . "Dty
Washington, D. C.

Adjustment is necessary to correct errors in the accounts Of.......cccocveevviiiiiieeceie e

(Disbursing officer)

AL e Lo e, , disbursing symbol NO. .......cccoeeveieis o, , as follows:
Reference . Appropbiation, Limitation, and Project Symbol
(VOU., SChedUle, Period op Amount
or C/D Number) Account To be charged To be credited
i

FUINi EXPLANATION OF ERROR AND REASON FOR ADJUSTMENT

(Signature of approving officer)

(Title)

FOR GENERAL ACCOUNTING OFFICE USE

Action taken \ .
Approved—as submitted—as corrected \ ,
Disapproved \ :
Chief, Accounting and Bookkeeping Division.
Date By

X 8. QOVERNMBNT PRINTING OFTICB D—%



DIST BTownwood Bulletin
camp Texas

N
biblU a«lationi Braafth Brownrood 17mnsr
1¢ Julv 1945 Washington
uty Dallas
File
BIIM SE Ko 30 o (
f#ohalcaUy# Sgt B &ak»swosto if a Sif«t# @ bilsW of th« #eond g«n«r«tic«fl|
H Mon it hia, W » m-Aa«ri aiu * a
SVC MediaU DMitaclmirtt ax«igs«d to th# op«ratlafc roe®, E~Kmal E *pital# >
And pr«p*r«» th fcr 8<argary#
f Sgt Smimmeto fi ® Nul«tly ftbimt hit wprk and i# hkod i» r<H"rd

eerricka«xn, med thl«# a«y eliar-thlisking Aa«rlean would opl»«A« It should ). Sgt

3ala«to U *n Wiemn oititin* U in C Ut a h B«for#
that, h* UT«a ift i»* b«m I»WNU«kfoott Idftho® Hu
both ItTiag# ard natlv«» of A urlaati tiox hit
m rural oomamity# Th«y wr« * «? agrl ultaraH*tt «nd ~grt««ltwr»
Salaraotol# |>rl«« Int#r# Ot#
Sgt "k«,0to ~at thrmgh higii «<oh0 I ~ ~h_i*. Califs A a«a took b

aa egrioultixrmX « *ee¢ Hfmt in *tfel#ti«i puUy<® to Il ail four K r«
IMllwing graduation lik w«at % w«rk te hi* par#nH«? truclc f»rm.

' H*was Indued us NN MoArtlrar, C alif. B« took hi* medical \mmle
N Ckmp Or] i U . to Bwu | et 21# 1WX. H* lac#
tloa»d iwir#f «icc«pt for a ompU of wimir h« surgical t«ehnioian»*

eebool at ft Sam Bmiiton, ~ a T#chan™”™ix, Fourth ~ad* in Jun# of m# «*i a
srijOiLEi% in 2fc.jfok.ofl 1811*

® Sgt Sateimoto iml4 ht* pArmtB I»y# n«t Wr d fro* « on ht« aath«pU |
eida, 1ia A fir w $1* "Er«r N dwlar«4 that ho hat n «w “««n w

<HLut« any «m anrn**m«it of Hl» ailaiwtry that "«tT m6 kM «ourt«oa»|
and tr#at#d hi» a. th” wald any othr Aafrioaiu H» *ntt to r#t«m to truck farmin®
aft«r th™*mr plana to tak# ooll«g« eo«r#*» ia«erl ttl%ur# and my utilU# H
01 Bin of tlfht« to h#lp g«t this adv»ao«d edueattoa*

® Et has e brother iT,0 i. a *ha~-farm”r “inC*rfl .M *nd *mrri™ . U A"



ssADomams.cw bokzk .Tm«

-8,kaua t e |
Chl Ago# 171* HIi liretlunrwlii-Xaw i» «&gag«d in war work*
edssit«hh«: 1 a tomrd mb«r» f th Hi i st of &oeki«s
tmt «ayc th«r« it {*rmetleally xion« «as% ot i*hm moimtiiizui* £« «ald h« eould »ot «xpr««i
«n opinion «h«n th war irith J !“b would Ovar*-»I»st loon h« hope * Ha ha« f«lt th&l
tb_ l«p«rir h  b«xi  imk tort of h«*4 far a snmt mngr y arm sd d pit# od-
«miftaticm of wral of th« Imrg’r eitl«* ef Jfpft « th g tme long ttfuad the Ino«« «
e«nt bombit)g9th«y *r« takla™g*
le paur»n®h  h* i« mk*«e have neirwr b #a mus 4 ftuy dittr«s« \| of th«lr
JAp*2Z« birth mn& h« 1* prexid of th« fuet that %hmy «r« doing th«ir part, cm th«ir
ra k flmB* in pPr (lu«ing foodstuff t thi. tliM«
Whan M« ixitArr*ww po nt>x4 out for aeeld«s% of blrtht you or X »1$ht b# of
mnothor color or rao”gZ¥ th« S#rg«&»t s«iii«d Isroadly and noAdtd hit h#&d Imovlocljr*
= an lafeotu 11e nd it*i wdaTHlar % e Ik« thl« S«ri«aliit 7 e*U

*Away . *11






Jap

Kazuo Uno, 23, of Kelso, Wash” will
be the first Japanese alien to join
the U. S. Army. This is now possible
under a new ruling permitting local
draft boards to induct Jap aliens
wh volunteer and are found accept-
able to the War Department.



Subsequent to the decision by the War Department to accept
certain Japanese Nationals who voBiunteer for military service,
National headquarters of Selective Service has sent a
memorandum to all local boards describing procedures requested
by the War Department for the forwarding for induction of such
registrants as well as those of Japanese extraction or
parentage who are United States citizens National headquarters of
Selective 9MMK& Service announced today*

Primary requirements for induction of Japanese aliegp) are
that they must be found to be acceptable after Investigation by the
War Department, and must ta pass the physical examination at an
armed forces induction station* The determination of acceptability
will toe made on the basis of loyalty and other kimdred factors.

Decision to accept, under prescribed conditions, certain
Japanese aliens now residing In this country who are found qualified
for military service was made by the War Department In order to
make it possible fop those who desire to do so to aerve in the
American armed forces. In no case will a Japanese alien be inducted
into the Army unless he volunteers for service and his dealr»e
to volunteer must be evidehoed by a request in writing signed by
him* This request, together with a personal history of the alien,
will be sent to the War Bmm Department for a determination of his
acceptability>*

When a Japanese alien has been found acceptable for service by
the War Departmenjr and the local board Is so notified it may

proceed with the classification and forwarding for induction of

such alien in a manner substantially the same as that prescribed

for other aliens, whose acceptability also m be determined by

the War Departmente



Gls in the Pacific Say:
This Is An Anti-Fascist War

(This is an editorial from the Midpacifican, the armed
forces9 newspaper in the Central Pacific area, published at

Honolulu. The Midpacifican is written and edited by ser-’
vicemenj

Three dispatches just came in from Army News Ser-
vice.

Two will mak3 you proud.

One will make you angry.

The first, datelined Washington, reveals that a single
AJA (Americans of Japanese ancestry) division in Italy
was awarded 1,000 Purple Hearts. The second, datelined
France, reports how the “lost battalion” in the Saint Dies
area was rescued by American soldiers of Japanese an-
cestry who fought their way through to the trapped men.

The third, datelined Poston, Ariz., tells how a crippled
AJA was ejected from a barbershop because the proprietor
didn't like his ancestry. The GI was Pvt. Raymond Mat-
suda, 29, from Hawaii. He had served two years with the
442nd Combat Team in Italy. He wears seven campaign
ribbons and decorations, including* the Purple Heart.

The action of one ignorant American brings shame to
all of us.

His ignorance is dangerous. It stabs at the heart of
the things for which we fight.

Gls who kill Japanese on Pacific battlefronts can tell
you why they feel friendship for the AJAs fighting in Italy.

They’re brother Americans.

Gls who Kkill Nazis know they continue to like and
respect German Americans now fighting at their side in
Europe.

We don’t make war on people because of the color of
their skin, or hair, or the shape of their faces of the na-
tionality of their fathers and mothers.

We fight for an idea.

We Kkill fascists because it’s our idea that people from
every race and of every tongue should keep on living in
our country as good neighbors.

We Kkill fascists because they think their race or blood
makes them better than other people.

We fight for our idea because it is the cement that
holds democracy together. We fight against the fascist idea
because it is the poison that holds our enemies together.

Gls know that the only difference between our enemies
and our friends is what goes on in their minds.

The ignorant American from Arizona is one of a few
rotten apples in the big barrel of America. His thinking
does not reflect the way America thinks. LOS ANGELES — A mother of

He probably doesn’t even realize he thinks like our an American airman, killed last
enemies. fall in combat over Germany, ask-

But he does. ed her son” friends at a memor-

Misguided people, such as he, parrot the racial ideas ial service on Dec. 29 t illnor all
of the Nazis and the Japs. who fell for democracy, regard-

. less of race. . .

As long as they do, they constitute a menace to our “The Air Corps officer was Lieut.
country. Maurice Levine, and his friends

It would be foolish for any Gl to feel that fascism will \c;\flornge?’g’g 1o4l}dglf mi% |S§m%‘gn%
be wiped out vv_|th the defeat of C_Bermany anpl Japan. honor has memory at services held

The jab will not be done until all Americans are edu- at Odd Fellows hall.
cated to think and act like Americans. isi
That’s our job, too.

Oka (left),
medical

member.

Rls_ln({to_speak of her son, Mrs.
Sophie Levine, declared:

JAPANESE-AMERICAN JOINS LEGION Harley M.
28, a Japanese-American who
discharge from the Army,
Commander William F. Schneider after joining Holly-
wood, Cal.,, Post No. 591 of the American Legion, com-
posed entirely of World War Il veterans.
gan (center), second vice-commander, said the post was.
the first in the Nation to admit a Japanese-American
(A. P. Wire Photo.)

received a
is congratulated by

Kingsley Mor-

Mother of Air Corps Hero
Hits Gardena Discrimination

“Since my son died, we are
gathered here to honor him. But
in the city of Gardena, another
American boy gave his life fight-
ing the Germans, and his home
town will not even allow his name
to be put on the roll of honor. Hi3
mother is denied the privilege of
meeting with her boy” friends,
like this. That boy, Kiyoshi Mur-
anaga, was an American of Japa-
nese ancestry, decorated for brav-
ery after he died. | want that mo-
ther to know that other Ameri-
cans feel toward her boy joist as
tiley do toward mine.”



A merican Legion

HOLLYWOOD WORLD WAR I
POST 5901

ADDRESS YOUR REPLY TO: 2

1164 North St. Andrews Place
Hollywood 38, California
Telephone GRanit®© 7561

Post 591, American Legion, Hollywood World War 11, on January 9th, 1945, unanimously adopted the following
RESOLUTION

Whereas, we as members of the American Legion, are p¥*dged to support the Constitution of our country and

Whereas, we consider the guaranty effected by Article 14 of the Constitution to be of great importance to us in the
maintenance of our democratic ideals and

Whereas, recently there has been much controversy and agitation in the Western States and particularly in California
attacking the rights of American citizens of Japanese descent and

Whereas, afifected by these unjust attacks are many American citizens who have served in our Armed Forces not only
in World War 1 but are still serving in World War Il, many of them having received citations and commen-
dations for valor beyond the call of duty and

Whereas, among this falsely attacked group are loyal American veterans who have served and are serving actively
and patriotically as American Legionaires and

Whereas, the order of evacuation issued b> the U. S. Army has now been vacated and

Whereas, we are aware of the fact that disloyal Japanese and such Americans ot Japanese descent who are suspect will
be kept in custody of the government with a view toward deportation and de-naturalization after the war and

Whereas, the American Legion has full confidence in the judgment of our military authorities and
Whereas, there have been grave assaults upon the inherent rights of fellow Americans and
Whereas, there is now being waged a persistent campaign of intolerance, prejudice and hatred against them and

Whereas, there is cause for grave suspicion that certain elements are waging this campaign behind the cloak of false
patriotism although their only true consideration concerns their selfish economic advantage:

NOW, THEREFORE, we, the members of Post 591,American Legion, Hollywood, World War Il, Department of
California, do hereby declare:

1. We, the members of this Post, condemn any discrimination of whatsoever type against any American cit-
izen based on the stand that he or she is of Japanese or any other racial descent.

2. We, as veterans of World War Il, have been fighting- for the ideals of and principals guaranteed by the
U. S. Constitution and are much concerned over the actions of certain groups and individuals who are
attacking these very ideals for which we have been fighting.

3. We strongly condemn any efforts to establish a false distinction among American citizens based on race,
color or religious creed, such distinction being a complete violation of the constitutional provision that
there be no such distinction established among American citizens.

4. We therefore condemn the action of the Hood River Post of the American Legion in effacing the names
of American soldiers fighting overseas from their honor roster, as a shameful act which discredits and
humiliates the name of the American Legion.

5. We urge all comrades of our Post and all other American Legion Posts and all citizens who have the
welfare of the nation at heart to safeguard the constitutional rights of all Americans regardless of race,
color and creed.
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Japanese A merican

W ins C Siufe

Having recently  successfully
completed his jump training The
Parachute School, Private First
Class thomas “Bud” Tsuyuki
holds 4he distinction of being one
of the first Americans of Japanese
descent to earn the right to wear
the silver “Wings,” of a qualified
paratrooper.

Private Tsuyuki spent eight
months in the "Arizona internment
camp following the military eva-
cuation of all Japanese descen-
dants on the West Coast. Under-
standing the necessity of the
measure, Bud evidenced his loy-
alty by enlisting in the Army Lan-
guage School in Minnesota. From|
there he entered the Parachute
School.

Born and reared in the San
Joaquin Valley, CalifQrnia, Tsu-
yuki graduated from high school
in Watsonville Calif., where he
won his letter in basketball, track
and football, and worked as a
sports writer for two years on the
two Watsonville daily newspapers
For a short time he conducted a
sports radio program before en-
rolling as a pre-law student at,
Salinas Junior College.

Despite his Japanese ancestery,
Private Tsuyuki received at the
jump school the same respect
shown any other American soldier
in uniform. He states that he was

once mad6 conscious ox his
extraction.

How’d he like the parachute
jr jumping out of a
plane the first time up is the most
unnatural thing he has experienc-
ed, Tsuyuki .reports Training was
rough all the way, but nothing that
a little physical conditioning and
determination cant he says.

Private Tsuyuki now works as a
clerk in the = Parachute School
Headquarters. He has one brotli-
ei% Sgt. Geary Tsuyuki, stationed
in Arkansas and one or more of
his other brothers will be in uni-
form soon.

Questioned about his future am-
bitions, Tsuyuki replied that he
constantly dreams and hopes of
seeing the Americans of Japanese
ancestry in the Army being sent
to take a major part in the war
agaifist the Jap “Sons of Hell.” He
believes that If more of the many
thousands of American Japanese
in the United States Army were
used against Japan, the propagan-
da effect alone would contribute
greatly to the shortening of the
war*

W

in gs
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COPY e WAR RELOCATION AUTHORITY - February 11,1943
COMMUNITY ANALYSIS SECTION

Mr_. Paul McNutt
Chairman

War Manpower Commission
Washington, D, C.

Dear Sir:

The following consideration of some length is addressed to you at
this time because of the exigent need demanding enlightenment on a problem
which due to its intricacy has not been given as much attention as would
be desirable. It might be marked as the height of iraprudence when you men
in public positions are ever confronted with pressing problems from auUL
sides, to present the problem of the Japanese-Americans at this time. But
I feel that the problem being one of a .nuiaerically small minority group is
not one which can wait until a post-war era and its postponement will worsen
rather than solve matters. And so it is with due apologies, the presenta-
tion is made.

On January 2 8 ,1943> a statement was made public in which the policy
of the United States Government would be one of accepting the Japanese-
American persons now in the Relocation Centers into the armed services upon
submission of evidence of loyalty. Such a change of policy whereby all per-
sons regardless of racial background would be allowed to demonstrate actively
loyalty to their country is highly commended.* It has been "the result of many
interested groups concerned about equality of apportunity to be accorded alX
persons of American citizenry and without reservation* Among them, the
Japanese-American Citizensl League, sympathetic men in the War Department
and in civilian government positions, the naturalized citizens of Japanese
ancestry by reason of participation in the World War I such as the late
Mr. Clarence Uno, former and present reserve officers in the Relocation Cen-

ters, and individuals, among tiiein myself, who have time and again urged

change of our draft status since the change of circumstances initiated by the



military evacuation. n your three-fold program (voluntary,, induction,
selective service, and defense work programs) of registration, the Govern-
ment has announced voluntary induction, and advisedly so, because of the
train of events which have followed in the past lew months* It is after
considerable deliberation:that 1 declare intention for induction into
the armed services of the United States after due consideration of in what
way | might best serve my country in a time of shortage of manpower both on
the home front and on the fighting =*ronts abroad. The choice involves con-
siderable sacrifice; it involves the conflict between the basic religious
princip es of Christian brotherly love and the broad sociologica world or
the future, the conflict between the sanctioning of a double-standard Jim-
Crowism and the mighty ideals of democracy for the common man, and the con-
flict between the rights of a democracy and the obligations inherent when
our country is endangered by enemies 1°rom both within and without. The die
is cast; there can and shall be no retroversion. The choice is made fully
cognizant or the animosities aroused and many human relationships altered.
However, as | offer my services and lire to my country, 1 wish to make the
following statements so that the democracy which we enlistees wish to see
won will come to realization, that lives to be offered will not have been
sacrificed in vain. | make these statements before being committed to mili-
tary policy#

The exercise of freedom of expression for public enlightenment and
for presentation of necessary i‘acts, it seems to me, whenever pertinent and
obviously indicated because of first-hand experience, is an inherent duty of
an alive and informed citizenry in a democracy* It is wished that the oper-
ation of a democracy be inquired into and clarified. The test of a democracy

it has been repeatedly said lies in the treatment accorded i1ts minority



groups, 1in that they are the first of any to be affected in a democratic
crisise Members of a minority group must by duty keep others informed and
vigilant of the insidious deteriorating attacks made upon a democracy, start-
ing In the minority groups. Particularly, under duress of war Civil Rights
undergo severe strain; and its future preservation depends in small measure
upon the fate of the minority groups,

I wish to call attention to the social trends occurring dxiring the
interim of our confinement in the relocation centers. 11"trends continue
at the present rate, | fear only an ominous portend for the future*
refer to the activities ol* various high-press\ire groups ever trying to bar
the gates we left behind us and ever attempting anew to lock the gates be-
fore us. I refer to such organizations and groups as the Native Sons of the
Golden West, the California Joint Immigration Committee, the American Legion
posts in the Coast states, and the Grand Jury of Los Angeles County, Calif-
ornia* These groups have stirred public sentiment against the Japanese-
Americans, Tforcing to head such measures as deprivation of citizenship from
American-born individuals of Japanese ancestry, permanent banishment of all
persons of Japanese ancestry forever from the now prohibited military zone
on the Pacific Coast, deprivation of land ownership rights in our former
home comiminities and in future communities eyed some as prospective homes
for relocation, deportation of al Japanese ancestry persons back to Japan,
and advocation of more vigorous treatment of the parents, families, and
friends to be left behind in the relocation centers*

In regards to deprivation of citizenship, it was noted that although
the early attempts of the Native Sons of the Golden West in the lower courts

failed, their more recent attempts have been more successful, hearing being



granted them in the United States District Court of Appeals in San Fran-
cisco, California. The American Legion Jias a so urged its adoption in the
posts all up and down the Pacific Coast.

The measures to provide for permanent banishment of all persons of
Japanese ancestry now evacuated into the Relocation Centers shocks our sense
of justice. The tacit understanding when Japanese ancestry persons volun-
teered to evacuate under array tutelage was that the move was of a temporal
nature and that the change would be only for the duration or the national
emergency. Many left property behind in the Coast States with the idea of
returning home after the conclusion of the war. Now the American Legion
is urging permanent exclusion of Japanese ancestry persons from West Coast
in total disregard o ofl"icial statements testifying as the loyalty of the
now evacuated individuals and in total disregard of the basic principles of
democracy, lhe recent Ga lup Polls give at best an only uncertain assurance
of public acceptability in these conununities.

Along vd.th these exclusion measures steps are being taken to de-
prive all Japanese ancestry persons, citizen and non-citizen alike, or land
ownership rights in our former home communi®Dies and in those communi®cies
where some evacuees have planned as i"uture homes into which to relocate.

The majority report of the Los Angeles County Grand Jury set off the lead
in this other counties of* Calii“ornia have followed suit. It is not borne
in mind that the early pioneer efforts of the Japanese made possible the
opening up or hitherto waste lands and now these improved and cultivated ands
are virtually confiscated. Nor does this apply alone to Ca irornia. The
State of Colorado has adopted resolutions to the same effect* The Utah State

Legislature enacted laws forbidding the acquisition or and by any Japanese



ancestry persons. Similarly reads tlie adopted state laws of Arizona and
Arkansas.

Cry has been made for deportation of all Japanese ancestry persons
back to Japan, it being held by the American Legion group as a gesture of
good will for the further spreading and ingraining the cause of democracy
among the people of Japan across the seas* Were their declared intentions
uttered in utmost sincerity, perhaps their lack of perspicuity could be some-
what excused. But that remains a moot question. Vrfhatever the avowed or ul-
terior motive, it remains at best a futile idealistic proposal. If the people
now evacuated v/ere transported back to Japan, they would undergo most certain
persecution with almost inevitable defeat* Similar facial i"eatures do not
necessarily imply easy assimulation and effective work along this direction.
The very factor or numbers of 100,000 against 80,000,000 would make the pro-
posal unworkable at the very outset.

While steps are being worked out for induction of Japanese-Americans
into the United States armed services, the c amor is raised from various
quarters of "coddling the evacuees”” A Senate Investigation is now being
conducted and our friends of the Relocation Program must be suojected to
hearings. Present plans and activities and future appropriations threaten
to be cut. The entire War Relocation program about which we were enthusi-
astically informed threatens to be revamped overnight. As we leave our par-
ents and families in the Relocation Centers i%or the armed services, we have
no assurance of fair treatment of those who see us o¥*f to. the front and remain
in the relocation centers. The War Relocation Authority at present has no
definite policy, being governed by consensus of opinion and subject to change
from day to day. My conscience wishes to rest assured of sare, fair treat-

ment of the people who remain behind in our absence. As an enlistee, | would



not wish my parents to be subjected to the many personal indignities as 1%or-
merly encountered in the WCCA during our absence; and further would not wish
the jurisdiction of the Relocation Centers to be passed out from civilian
into military hands.

I recapitulate the issues again: (1l)citizenship status or American
born persons because of racial background, citizenship rights ol"these
same people with regard to their property and franchise rights, and (3) the
WRA program.

The trends which have been mentioned cannot be lightly brushed aside.

We cannot completely ignore them on the basis or saying that the agitators
are in the minority and that the majority of persons are understanding, fair,
and of good will. And for this reason: the drums for mass evacuation were
first beaten by these groups at the time of the Senate Tolan Committee inves-
tigation. Vilhile mention oi* the past is not necessarily meant to be a criti-
cism of the subsequent steps taken by the Government, it is brought out with
the intent to show what has happened in the past and thereby we can proi®it
from this e;jg)erience — although costly — in anything oaaurring in the i"uture.
It must always be remembered, further, that the pressure groups are achieving
a certain measure of success in their campaigns. At the present time the
pressure groups are allowed to rant at large unrestricted while we are tinable
to defend our position*

In examining ideologies, we find that our nation has avowedly declared
itself to be fighting for democracy, the statements being made notably by
President Roosevelt and by Vice-President Wallace. But needless to say, the
concept of democracy has not been applied on all arenas of American life. Per-
haps then the concept or democracy is a dynamic one lurnishing hope ol progres-

sive change toward better things. The concept permits growth in keeping with



the needs of its people. For instance, upon recognition of the existence
of a negro problem, Fair Employment Practice Boards have been set up iIn
various coramunities of the country to iron out dii“ficulties ol*"fair treatment
toward negroes in the defense industries. It is simply a step in the direc-
tion toward good, America has been a loving adopted mother for hundreds of
thousands oi. refugees fleeing from war-torn Europe for a place of solace;
and American democracy has been equal in meeting the task newly created. And
so it goes. n the same light | believe all Japanese-American enlistees wish
to have as much of democracy applied to its loyal citizenry whoever they are.
True, Civil Rights of all might have to be necessarily curtailed in wartime
and commensurate with the peculiar military necessity of the situation# But
if curtailment it must be, then let the Civil Rights of all be curtailed
eavalI"r* We wish to see America be truly the Open Door for all persons of
genuine worth, even going so far as to open naturalization avenues = known
loyal Chinese and Japanese first generation persons showing every reasonable
promise of becoming well-assimulated into American life. We wish to have a
fair hearing and a fair chance or defending ourselves in courts and in other
legal citadels when prosecutions are instituted. | believe in the Constitu-
tion as the foundation of tiiis country and her institutions. | do pledge to
do everything in iny pov<er to protect it, from enemies both 1%oreign and domestic
The personal sacrifice involved wiien take this step to enlist in the
United States amed services will be mentioned, not for personal aggrandize-
ment but for an illustration ol" the kind or sacrii”ices other families similarly
placed are making toward the strengthening of the war effort. At the time
of military evacuation eight months ago, | was 1%orced to evacuate without

finishing medical school by lj years, and at that time was doing creditable



work* could have served 'wiien the "time came as a graduated physician and

perhaps more ejfiectively in the armed. sei*vices» BL°t "the past is pastj |
offer my services in whatever way possible that I can. Continuation and com-
pletion of medical studies through the National Student Relocation Council
was prohibited by "the fact that all medical sciioois in tile country wer© doing

elitary research. But feel although as great as tilO sacrii.ice may
be, my country*s welfare stands before my personal career whatever the fate
of the latter may be. Another ccxnplicating circumstance is the health of
both of my parents, my father at present virtually on the death bed in the
hospital with health progressively ruined since the onset of evacuation and
my mother suffering from chronic heart disease occasioned by the high altii
tude or the Relocation Center area. But whatever the family condition, as
difficult as the condition may be, nevertheless the country in distress per-
haps deserves first consideration in rendering service. It is a difficult
choice to make, but a choice made with firmni resolve.

In ray stand as a nisei-American enlistee iny attitude is one of let tlie
past be past* Alftiatever has happened in the past can and must be interpreted
as a wartime expedient whether in the ultimate analysis, it was justified
or not ile when arriving at this conclusion being fully aware of the many
personal sacrifices involved financially, socially, and spiritually. I will
take your statements made in the past through either the WCCA or the VffiA on
face-value. For instance, | shall interpret the barbed-wire fence as a good-
hearted effort to protect us from ill-meaning persons on the outside and let
it go at thate

So much for the past. As make this decision to enlist, | wish to
have this important point stressed. 1 strongly urge and wish to have assurance

for our future. As difficult as the past was, it could be uncomplainingly



borne were there definite reassurance of our place in the future, I should
like to see the fruits of our efforts definitely written in the plans of

the future. It would indeed be an ironic situation, i upon returning from
the battlerield., we should be shipped back to Japan. 1 do snot say that this
wil happen but it does not entirely lie outside the realm of impossibility;
I say it so that it wil not happen* Of course, primarily | along witn the
rest of the evacuee enlistees wish to be returned with our families to the
Pacific Coast to our home towns before or at the completion oi" the war.
However, 1f relocation is to be the course to be followed, then we wish to
see a re ocation program assured or permanency, stability, and genuine re-
adjustment, involving the niinimiun or hardships and the least of risk. We
should liKe to see a public education program carried out, and if at present
such a program is already instituted, we should like to see it expanded*
Probably such a public education program could best be carried out through
an official government declaration in the form oi" a definite policy. By no
small means, the human element Tactor looms as the largest contending factor.

As an enlistee, | fully recognize that the treatment accorded minority
groups is the test of a democracy. | should like our democracy to meet
this crucial test, to tackle its problem while in the initia barometer stage
before the storm of chaos and inconsistency sweeps through all of society.

As an enlistee waging the battle abroad against aggression from enemies
without, appeal for fair play toward the people to be lert behind. feel
a considerab e degree of faith in a nation that is arge enough in its social
vision and capacity for tolerance to accord a splendid attitude toward the
Italian and German aliens in this country knovm to be loyal to American in-
stitutionse 1 wish to see an official proclamation forbidding further infringe-

ment of our civil rights, referring especially to the action being taken by



the American Legion on the Paciric Coast. (Admittedly the American Legion
in some mid-west states have been admirably lair and understanding of our
problem.) 1 do not think it a violation or the Tenth Amendment of the Con-
stitution if the federal government rides over the recent acts of the state
legislatures involving discriminatory measures.

There is at present a coincidental situation in which on one hand the
Japanese are the only remaining enemy alien group who nave no lift on bans
and restrictions for all intents and purposes on the continenta United
States (group includes American citizens as they are accorded the same
treatment as trieir alien parents) and on the other hand at the same time the
Japanese are the only significantly large group in confinement of a dil"ferent
race. The situation could be one of pure coincidence, or it could be one
instigated from discriminatory reasons. Whichever is true, at least for the
enemy it furnishes good propaganda. Now is the opportune time, it seems, "o
clarify definitely the stand the United States takes on this matter so that
there can be no misunderstanding --- so that the entire world including even
Nazi Germany and Imperial Japan itself, can see for itsell” that basically
the democracy we have is a living vibrant thing that undergoes no alteration
despite circumstances. It seems evident, that the strength of a war effort
depends greatly upon the force of its ideology. It is toward maintaining
this strength that 1 should like to see the present situation remedied.
wish to see equa treatmerTb accorded the Japanese evacuees as is being accorded
to others of the citizenry and loyal individuals in being enabled to en.ioy
the rights of a democracy as well as to be afforded the opportunity of ful-
filling its obligations equally with others of his citizenry. urge the
removal of restrictions and. bans even if only on the basis of eliminating any

possible ammunition l.or enemy propaganda; but really, or course, in keeping



with the broad fundamentals of a democracy Hof malice toward none, with
charity toward all”” - regardless of race, color, or previous condition of
servitude
M. due consideration be given to the foregoing, and if the potential

will for fair play be actually realized either now or assured of fulfillment
in a definite future, then 1 know that our lives will not have been sacri-
ficed in vain.

Respectfully,

/s/ Abe Oyamada

Abe Qyamada

24 m19 —C VM

Heart Mountain, Wyoming.
NOTE: The opinions expressed above are personal and of a few persons with
whom | have spoken and do not necessarily commit the entire nisei-American
group. Due to shortage of time and the machinery for registration and
education of its operation for the Relocation Center residents, it has been
impossible as yet to contact all of the prospective enlisted army personnel*
In the near future, an open joint letter 01 this group from our Relocation
Center wil in all definite probability follow*

A0,
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Pvt* Heniy S# Suzuki
Sohool and Student Dataoh
Gamp 3arageff Minne

Dear Tom

Thanks alot for your swell card. It*s nice of you to
reaeaibar Som 1dldaU write you before but I didnft have
your address * lilc® to axtoad 3©aaon*s Greetings to you
eo#t b@r r© i Torg™i to lator# » Qﬁ/ it*s really a Christ-
xma her®. 3now* Lots of ite and plenty oold t ¢ liattgina
3tax4iag rotreat uud close order drill in waathar 10° below.
Boy your nosa and aara &< toe’s just freeze on you* en |

oouq horn for ay furlough I*11 be”at least a buck sargoant.
NefYQ been promised that. In 3 aonths 1*11 be corporalt also
guaranteed. Her©*s on© tiso 1 regret not having studied my
nlhongo before. “©11? today wo had a 10 mile jaaroh. 1tf8
p~rt of our btsic Irtinliig. School iias started now and it#s a
pr#tty hard grind from 6 In the aorniag tiU 9 at night and
then sgsk) more Toluntoer cramming till aiflnight or so, W Just
donft g©t any spare time. Irery minute have to be on our
to s, Only relaxation is on weok ends when we go into town
for a real good time* Tour so busy you donft feel tired till
you bU NS | j .Uuate o f bx, ~
Is arwell compared to camp life. Bye)re/thlljag Is atriot and to
the pointe Ko.£goll™ j"SBAWA* Boj X*a learning a lot
X1 jxtsIT Tk© a ooliege ducatioiu got paid too |l SO bucks
a aonth» [fXX be getting e raiso soon as 1 get wsy rating*
Mas laori was har©* Ha graduated and is now anroute to parts
unlcnovax* He gradated as Staff Sergeant# 3 stripes and
a rocker* Ea aaid to Ipass on his rsgords to &I11 the boys*
Minnoapolis has a sv/ell Cethedr&l on 6th and Hennepin. 2tfs es
big or bigger than Beatties* Tha people here are vary friendly.
Frequently wo© get invited for dinner, parties ©to. There Is no
difference in treatment to ”~lisei or Caucasian Soldiers, Lots of
swell articles about our gradustas appear frequently in the
HT&k and also kinnaepolis p&pars. | hop© this good publicty
becomss nation wide so that evaryon© will realize th~ "t w© are in
this war ju3t as “~uoh as our Caucasian fellow ”“imericans. [1tfs
a new expQrimce to e to be tro~tad equally.1 hope soon thet
the niseis get out of camp. is planning to get them all
out* Tlaat*s why | want to be un axaople of a perfect Hisei here,
so people will judge the rest by our deeds hare and overseas,
Very 0Oll0Ouraging reports ar© coming in here* Tha farther east
you go tio ~or6 Amsrlo&xi. t»ho people Ere* Thay bav© novor
seen us or delt with us bafor© so t%ey 41 what t > thinlc
but now th Kar@ ali for vau Kothing like out on the o est. Lots
of follows hare are getting jobs for wiv©Os toid friends hor© in
Kinneapolla through tha officers iiera at A3[{p* ThCy real ize our
problem and want to lielp us. Well, be a good boy, | hope to
hder from you aoon# Pass my regards to all the diuroh goersO
fo Father and I*ranola#

311106rely

Henry 3uzukl



An Address 'by Sergeant Ben Kuroki, U.S« Army Air Force
Commonwealth Clut, San Francisco, Cal.
February U, 19V A

I want to thank you gentlemen, especially Mr. Deutsch and Mr. Hard, for
invS-ting me to speak to you today. This is a great honor, and I really
appreciate it. I just hope that 1 wonft disappoint you. People who are going
to malce gpeeclies usually start out '"by saying that they don*t know how to, tu
inmy case it really true, A soldie s jot> is to fight, not talk, 'virb 1fll
do tiie "best can.

I ¥e pent most of my life in Hershey, Netraslca, which i n %t where they
make Hershey candy "bars. Hershey is so suia-ll that protalily none of you has
ever heard of it. Before the war the population was a'bout 5p ; now I guess
it*s about 3 «

I didn” eyen live in Hershey; my father had a farm a mlie north of.
town* | rem@Om"ber tlie farmers used to go to town every Saturday night and
stand in groups on the street comers "talking atout their cows and horses.
We*ve lived on tlaat farm since 1928, and. after 1 finished Mgh school helped
my father work it until the war came along,

The last tvo.years are -what really matter, though, and mayte I can tell
you : tiling atout them, even if I donll know muGh alout making speechese
eEhat™s one thing the Array didn”t teach me, though it taught me si.lot of otlier
thingBj and the experience | vent through as a result of "being in the Amy
taught me even more.

I learned more about democracy, for one thing, than 11 find in all
the "books, "because saw 1t in action. When you live with men under oom"bat
cond "bions for 15 months, you "begin to understand what brotherhood, equality,,
tolerance and unselfishness really mean. Theylre no longer just words.

Under fire, a man” ancestry, what hO did liefore the war, or even his
present rank, don” matter at all. YouTre fighting as a team_ thafs the only
\raj a "boiiiber crew can fight--you*re fighting for each others life and for
your country, and whether you realize it at the time or not, youlre living and
proving democracy.

Something happened on my first mission that might give you an idea of
ewilat mean, ¥e were in a flak zone--the anti-aircraft was terribly accurate
--and ve had a flock of fighters attacking us.

A shell iDurst right atove the tail, and flak poured down. Our tail
gunner vas a young kid named Dawley, from Hew Jersey. The piece that got him
tras so "big it tore a four-inch hole through a quarter of an inch of aluminiaa
and double-welded steel. It caught him just atove the ear. It vent through
Ms fur helmet, and in so far we couldiyt even see it when we got to him..

wa Firing the right waist.gun on our Liberator that day. .All of a
sud-den 1 heard him yell over the interphone “I*m hit in the head, let:s get
the hell out of hero!"*

We couldnH leave the guns until ve*d shaken tk™ Messerschmitts that
vere after us--it would have "been suicide™-tut in a few minutes the tunnel
gunner and | were able to get "back to the tail.



e Da*vley back into the fuselage, so that we could work on him
and at th.3 same *timB watch oat fox* mora fighterse Then we took off our fur
jackets and covered himup* I W a s 0 below, zero and ws wsrs abou
freezing o death,

He 77as in terrible -shape; 1 can”t.87'8i "begin o dasc-ribe he.1001c of
pai.n on his facs. He Was semi-conscious, "but he could.n,t open his mouth to
speak. His lips se™m.ed to be parched, as hough he was dying of tnirst* We
couldnf understand how he TArass still alive*

I called the radio aparator, because he*s ths one who is supposed o°
administer first, aid on a Liberator, but instead tha co-pilot, a first lieu-
tenant5 came back. lie was @going o give Djiwley a morphine injection, but I
stopped him They*d taught us in gunnery school not to give saorphina for
haad injuriesj i .migh Kki.ll1 he man instantly* The co-pilot had either for-"
gotten or was . exci ed he. .could .thini; only of stepping the pain*

An-yvmy, | motioned to himv/e couldn” hsar each other afeovs the roar
of liemotorsl p in4-d to my head and shook it. Tha co-pilot evidently
uhdarstood, because ha- didnl® give Dailey the morphine.

Tha tail gunnef lived to fiy and iTiglrt .again, .and he Xas I. heard he
had. comple ed his tour of duty. Whether or not | "/s .instruiueirfc.al 11i saving .
mis life"by stopping that morphirui injscticn isntt.importan -1t was jus hat
we had to work together regardless of rank or ancestry.

Tha tunnel gunner that helped ma ?n,th him v;as Jewish |Ifm a tlapanese-
American, he "poin"ardi*sr -of: aur crew was a -German, "the .lef .waist gunner was
an Irishman.. la 3.r X fls"w*with an Amsricaii ndiaji pil.o mand & .Polish timnei
gunner« What difference did It make? We had. a job to.do, and we did it with
a kind of comradeship that v;as the finest thing in tha world.

That first mission was over Bizsrtoj it .was he 13th of Degembar, 1942,
and we"d Jus arr’i.vad. iiuFrench North Africa from ngland two days Oforee
When 1 say nwsn I*m, silking about }ie" outfit 1 was serving with; 1t was Brig*
Gan. Ted Timberlakels Liberator bomber group, which everybody over thore
called "Ted"s Trax™aXing Circusl bacauso it got around so mucii .back and fdr h
betwean England and Africa. n .fact it go around so much it kept German
lailitary intslligence guessing, trying to figurs out where 1 was from week
to week.

It was a funny thing--1 fd ji's been assigned to a crew tha day before
wa left England, although the group had b-ssn based there for about four
months« 1.1d finished... gunnery .school more than d mop. h bsfqra, and ever since
I*d been rying o0 get assigned "tba crew. wasnl easy; J-"talk o the
pilot whenever 1 knsws hers was going o ms." an opening in . crsw, and each
pilot would assign me temporarily and hsn replace me when "he .ciire@ame for

permanent assighatente

I understood well enough how thay felt; and thsy knew | was as good as
any man hsy did assign, 'bt" s ill t+hsy "were imso.sy* Bu "waited to get
into combat moro Jlan anything ip the ivorld, so | kept after it,

In fact, it had baen one continual struggle from the beginning of my
Army career, and 1 felt that 1 had dono pretty ¥/ell to get overseas ana o0



gunnery school.

Two days after Pgarl Harbor-, my brothor Fred and | drove 150 miles to
Grand Island, Nebraska, to enlist in ths Army Air Forces# We wsre hald. up
for naarly a month b~causa of a Il he 0Onfusion and misunderstanding in Army
camps at that im3« For ths first time in our lives we found out what prej-
udice was.

"begari o realize righ .. hen hae | had d coupls of strikes on mo o
"begin with, and'that vras going to be fighting two "bat 3S instoad of ona--

mFr*3d and wer.s acesp ed at he recruiting station a North Pla e /and sent

to Sheppard * 1d, Texas, for basic training.
Thata was so rauch prsjudios among the recruits lier3 ha ivemdered
if i would always like tiia if ' i/vould .aver* be abla o ovarGouLs it.

Eiren now | would ;ratli3r go hrough. my bombing missions .again. jhan fac3 hat
kind of prejudice.

My .kid bro her Fred could heirdly s.tand i"b do pome back o he bar-
racks at night and bury his hsad in his pillow and cictuci y cry» We wore not
only away from hoa for tha first time; bu bscauss of this discriminaeion,
we ware ha loneliest two soldisri? ioi hs Army*

A fter basic | was ssnt to clsrioal school c.t Fort L gan5 Colorado, and
‘then to Barksdale Field near Shrevepor LouisiEma for .parmaneirt assigmont9
Of the 40 clerks sent totBarlcsd51135 | was ths last 0113 assigned I spent
abou a month e Barics'dale, most 6 it on K P Youke a”l' nsetrd ha Air
Forces motto, nKeep 'Em Flying." W all, my motto was nK3©p TEni Peeling'5; they
Called ms "Kesp *%i Peelingn Kuroki in those days»

The..most discouraging thing abou thert iAas mh'3 fact that had no =

assuranca that ! over would be assigned. About ]:.only thing tha kep me
going ware h3 iwond'erful letters of enoouragsRi3lrb received from hoirl3# My
sister* IlArould IArri e me hat had to realize that Amoricans Ware shooksd. by
Pearl Harbor, and that many of. hem weririma'ble o distinguish 'bstwaen Japan-
e"e and Americans of Japanese descent» | still .was withou a friend*in he
Army, though, and/ ha made it bcici Thsrs was only one boy who was kind to
me at all-~he used to get my mail for ms.whtri I wasmon K P and aouldn* get
away.

I was finally assigned to a squadron in General Tizaberlaka™ bomber
group, which had "bean formed a Barksdale and v/as ready to mova to Fort Myers,
Florida, for final training. A few days "bsfors we ware to ieavSj, the c.oirmiand-
ing officer of my squadron called me In and. told me |I wasn*t going; and hat

was to be transferred o ctno her outfit«

Tha was abcm the woris U3 3.. -J1&" aver heard - asked .him why, -and
he said that hs had no iiirig o do with it H3 ® ar sd asking me questions
then--how | liked ths Army, and so for ]'* told .him prett'y bluntly about
he prejudice was 3llcoun ering, and ha .l mdidn, even go in O own because
I couidnlt enjoy a minute of i TArheii did* He seemed sympa h8 ic enough,

but he said thare was nothing ha could do to s op my 1331]1 transferred*



But, my words must have mmd. some effec , .because .the day befor® .the
group left, he called me-back and feldim™I~p~cknEaykbegs”™-""~hg.ttE ,%S "going

o . . -- = .. -

A For Mysrs did elsr.icalwork _for abou hres months* 1 gradually
began to mn oyer some of .the.soidisrs, and the .boy .who vised to ge my. mail
for me & Barksd:11 bocans! & good friand of rrAne» We “were in a truck acci- »
dent ona day5 and .wcis able to halp him After that iw were inseparable,

VAhan tiis group had finished training and was ready to, go .overseas, |
was given orders, as | had besn at -Barksdalo5 transferring me out of my squad-
ron* _This was evan worsa han tbs time at Barksdais, because I really wanted
togocverserLS.aiidliadiDGaticourrbingonitfor-thjrssmoirths*

General Tiniberlake->-he mos then a colonel--wae aireddy, up “north, with

ths air echelon of thelgroup, sc | couldn!t see him, I went to see the squad-
ron adjutant and"begg@d him?.vd..th taars stroaming dov/n my. faca, moltnka ma -
along. .H said hsr.e was nothing he eculd.d. about i , thati "'becoAise
I wgs of Japanese descent.. But ho did agree to al)c it wi h th3 group

adjutant, and .in about an hcmr he came "back with tha...o d nsifs thci would
rsmain mth ths outfit* v/as about the happiest guy in the world just then.

We shlppe.d north right after that and sailed from Now York on tha last
day of August 1942« ;0urs wevs the. firs ldt“rator gr,oup”sent o .the. Eurppetm
theater * As soon as tws had our base sst wp, in England,, 1 aDplied for combat
duty, had .to bag for that too, but at least | was ssnt to gunnery school.

X wasa Tk much schooling--about a weak, gues..s--a lot. different from
the...way .it 1s-now, when .every craw mombsr go"s o .school for cnths in. this-
coutitry* 1 rsally acime.d to shoot the hard v:ay, in combat.,

[ As a £~ ,0Cc— ion, of ., ent m e. .l1,a, _
cepted on Major J B, Epting"s crew, as an auxiliary nember; w3 were to go out
on a raid he next- day, but it was cancelled because of tho waathsre About =
a week later was permanently assigned to his crjw. The next day we flew,

to Africa and my tour of duty began* Once again x,d rooeiYsd a brefdc just

in the nick of time.

" We."were .glad to get away from he cold5 fog, rain and mud of England.
By, Africa seamed like heaven for the first ®%o days* It was dry and warm
and the sun was shlning.. t was. interesting too, at first I me my first
live Arab® The Arabs® usea to come out to the base peddling tangerines and
oranges and. eggs, foods we hadnft sean for moiitka in England# ramemlDer in
Londoia bhey w&re-ask:ng 18 shr 11°ngs--a"b ut .$3 50*--for a pound of grapssj one
of our boys "evon a-skod the- vendor if they had golden seads in than.

One of our."gunners made a deal with an Arab--a .filthy barafoot old
man dressed in. sojnethi.ng he- loo-ked liks grandmafs nightgown* The gunner
01d ..-him h3-would trade he plane for six eggs d3liver3d every day for six
montks * .S every day the Arab vrould bring mm six eggs« Then ho would go
erver to he plciri3 and pa it and smile, thinking of the day when it would
be hise We. woji.dered what he hough when wes 00k off one day anci didnH coms
back.

After, the .second night in Africa W3 weren® so sure 1 was "an improve-
mant on England. started o rain and kept on raininr; until wa finally
Cuv. ' r .t / -



couldn’t operate ext all .W 3.had::.n</.:tpn s: or arraak r .any. plabe to sleop.
Sons of the,"boy9 slept under th"'pXp-nVjoixtil it -gat%oo nviddy* .1 p.icjksd he
flight deck inside .for nys3lIf, but gavs it up so. that Major Ep mg could
sleep here, | slept in the op turro *

If you have any idea of tho. siz.e of a top turret onn Liberator, you
canimagine-'how.com forta'bie.lwtis.” I had to sit up, and all.'ni.ghi”*l would
bump into switches which would, snap o'n and- viake no up, Oils night of that
was enough for me#

Wsl1d left. England in such a/hurry ha weedidn’t have'.ness ..kitse All
tho time..we were in .Fr<3nc?h North Africa - o e our* canned .'hash cxnd.:h'ardttxck
out .of sardine cans™*

And tho nud--l1*ve never seen such gooey mud. Our group flew about
threS or. four missi 1Is .from tha ‘'base and then the planes coulJdn.t avan get
off the ground* TheyM start to take off and. sink into the mud all tho way
up to tho belly, and than WG*d have to unload ths bonbs, dig the ship out,
reload and try again. It was a mess Aftor about 18 days .ws gave up cmd
moved out of there*

From French.North Africa' we went to h3 Libyan dsser , near Tobruk,
not 10'ng after he Gomans had surrendered ii . Tobruk was ]'3 most .desolae 3
placo | havo;evor seen; it vvyas full of abandoned tanks and guns and broken
buildings. Only a church had asc3s.;p3d conplo e dostruc ion, and no living
orson ..dwelt .in  hevt city. '

But as far as we were conosrned, wa were glad to get out of our ifiud-
hole in Nor h Africa, but not for long. We wore in Libya three months. ..In
all that ime+ we:*were' able':to take a "pa h Jlly once and ha. was when iwe
were given locive-'to f.ly 0.an-Egyp iciri ci y for. tha ’spocific purpos_e¢ That
was ths only tir.l0 vre sshavsd, to | wo irius have looked lika a.’cojrvention wf
Rip Van Winkles bqgf re.v/ie mef -, . . m ' '

There were no laiindry facilitiesj we were allowed only'a pint of water
a day for everythinge This *wa er we drew from mwell, which we had O dbciridoii
after a while when we found some dead Germcms .in i -« "

Wg wore at leas 300 miles from any town, excop ing t.he deac® ci y of

robrulc. We had no—entertaiment f any kind oui here on .the deser |j. .
we we.ren* on raids we just lay.arbund in .our ents, or took walks in the
desert, v

The nos disnal Christncis eve of my life r spent on the Libyan deseirb
It was cold, and wo didn”~-t even have an s to sleep undor Wo. slept in our
clothes and didn”~t even take off our shoes. Our norale was cor ainly 1%wthat
nighi;, as wg thought of. ho fun we ..cpijld ."be'homing in S cvfces, qjid of 'our
fanilies and friends back therer. But i fs things like that, as well as actu-
al.ly fighting ogethGi*, hat "bring."ma! Glose t.o .one 'a.no :113r, as close as
"brothers. :

Our group was going on raids abput every day while ina vrere ill he
desert, and they wore all pretty rough* We bombed RomirLelTs shipping lines
oyer and over at Bizerte, -Ttiiiis,/Sfax, Sousse ap.dsTripoli in Africa. Then we

started in on Sicily aiid lijaljr.



We had some boys of Italian parentage flying m h us, and whenever we
ook off "to bomb Naples or Rome I 1d kid them about bombing i;113i r "honor.txble
ancestors. "We”e really going to make the spaghetti fly today,” I»d say,
arxd theyTd retort that they oouldnH wait to knock the rice'out of my dishon-
orable ancestors*

NapMs was always a rough "barge » It was the nflak city of "the—+ al-
ian theater. The flak burs so thick and black you couldnl £nr3n see hs
planes a hundred yara# behind you. Yet our raids over there wore called
spectacular examples of precision baEnbing.

We D artioipated in the first American- raid on Rome last July, “lIt was
the biggest surprise I1d had so fo,r; ws thought we ware going to run into
heavy opposition, c.nd we were alinost disappointed when we~found hardly any*

We bombed Sicily and.Southern Italy at altitudes of about 25,000 feet,
and it raally 'gsts cold, at that height. .One time over Palenno it was 42
below zero* .. froze two xygen masks.;. ha J1.had o0 suck on ho hose

to get any oxygen. .

Even at that height v/ie could see our bombs br'eaking exactly on their
targets, O4ld*as much as an hour aft.er we had left the to.rgets we could see the
snioka rising from tho firas, wa gaused#

It gave you a fmrny foeling; you couldn” help but think of the people

being hurt doTO there. | wasnT particularly religious b©fore the®war, but 1
always said a prayer, and | know for sura thdt my pal Kettering, 'trie radio
r operdtorr'did too, for the innocsiit.people we were destroying on raids like

But we were in no position to "be sentisxental about it* The peopxe knew
they were in danger, and they could Mve gotten out. Besides, we weren
'fighting against individual people, but against ideas. It was Hitlerism or
democracy, and we couldnft afford to let it "oe Hitlerism,: And so, unTortui®
natoly, it was-Garman and ltalian live® or ours. That was the only way you
could lookvas _i

It was, a happy day Vhen after three fiioirths of Libya, we reeei 3d orders

mto return to Einglaind, ,Wg took off from Tobruk at midnight. There was no”
formation; the pl'anes left at two-minute intsrvals, and sa6h was on its ovm»

The next morning, instead of seeing daylight, we looked dut over a
"blanket of clouds without any operdTng. We had had to go up to -about 10,000
feet to get over the clouds, and now wo couldnH go under then, for fear of
crashing into mountains,:

¢« We wera lost. 'The navigator could do nothing, and the radio operator,
though he was warMng like nad, ,couldn*t get his nessages througli because of

the weather. /Finally'he got a message, but.by that time we didnJ have enough
gas to get to the air field tha had emswerea tis. We*d cilreci.dy been up 11

hours and 20 minutes with a 10-hoursk supply of gas* We expected to go down
any minute.

. The pilo called back hat cinyons who wanted to bailL out could do so*

Nobody did; | know I had so muoh faith in McCjor Epting2 flying ability~that
I wouldn” leave until he did* AIll of a sudden, and it s'eansd like a miracle
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clouds. Epting didnT wait one second; he just dove right into it, and made
a. perfedt latiding'iji a vcillay ha "big .enough t land a cub in saf31ly*

We had just gotten out of -the plane when a simm of Arabs surrounded
use There mus ho/vo "been ¢ hundred of "fch3lli, o.nd "thi-y vrsre arned with rifles,
spears,, and some vd-th clubst “hen we saw -bh'sni comitig we delpa 3d whetner we
sh.111d shoo a them or try .o alk t th u 3- dscided talk t ‘fchem, "bu

we c.o0.-uldntt understand th-3m and they couldn’t, under.stapd. us*

They didnft hurt us, but they c3rtainly wer3ll*t friendly* They ok
everything away from us—guns, wallers and 'everyUiing wg.had in .our pockets—
and they wouldnf let us near tha plane*

We had no idea where we wbre, "but in «few minutes a Spanish O fficer
came up-and arres ed us, and wg found out that; we had landed m Spanish Mors
occo, The officer Uc.rched all of us, our. crew cmd "bhe Arabs minto a. jiom?*ve
village ab u 'two miles awo-ye The procassion we Wad.6 caused moro exci emeirb,
eguess, Jlan hat village had had in i s entiro history*

The natives all 'though'h % was Ghitiesa, but; lettering, our radio opera-
tor, explained to the Spanish soldisrs thai; X was Japanese American* ihfvfc
crea-ted quite a stir' when it got around* Most of the people, "both Spanish Old
Arabs5 flatly refused. o'™believe i*b, arid letter* i OOk he American embassy

0 _prervUe_i 0 them*

In a few days vie were flo\vn to Spain in a German piano and interned in
a mountain village. “Wg though wsM "be there for he duration, "birt wi'thin.
two months, htough me hsds I’can’ reveal,, we in .England*.

From Englcmd "we "bombed to_rge s.in Germany and began preparati ns for
the redd. on. he'Rtmm nicui. oil fields, at Ploesti, prepara ions tha were o
last; Jiree ip.on hs cind "baksS, us back o he Libycin d.aser ¢ In England our group
practiced low-level bombing. practics-bonbed our ovm airfields, each plane
having its own sDec-ific target. Tha ivay our\ b mbardiers got .accus omed o
finding targets a 10w alt+lmudeO

A fter nearly a norxth in England we returned to Africa, This ime our
ba.se was s3 up near the ci ;»of Bengasi in Libya* /Here vis had a complete
dummy target of v/ihae we la er Mearned were the Ploesti refineries e

Up to this ime. 1 had bean & tciil gunnel*, but now "was as signed to
the top urret, the .position! hsld’ hreugh u the. res of my missions « To
celebrate he. eveil Kettering paiirtsd in big red.letters across the glas-s
dome of the turre hese words: nT p Turret Gunner Ms Honoro”le.Soil Sgt
Ben Kuroki«n "Most Honorable S nn was what they usually called ne--that or
"Hara-kirien * They ware a great bunch over there*

Every that we wor'en® on missions,175 Liberators loaded vd.th prac-
tice bombs would take off in groups at regular intervals cmd bonb duplicates
of the real target* On these practice raids, oo.ch group rather than oach
plane had its specific target, so that i ‘iyas. really c dress rehearsal of the
actual raid. S jne of the plains flew .so .low that tkey cairu; back wi h their
boTab-bay doors torn off« And we sure Scared "ths daylights out of he nci ivesj;
wg ho.d to dodge groups of Arabs and heir kam0.1s all over that ddser -«



D3Spi e he heat we had to do double work, because v/e had only a skel-
e on ground crevr our real base was still in England, Vis’d go up into 10 to
20-b310w-zero emperatures o,nd then corns back in o ICLC-above hea*fc It "was no
wonder that =10 of* he "boys come down iwl h colds

We had fewer sandstorms dnd they didn” las as long as when Iwe had
"bsen s a”bioneci necur Tobruk. Whe/h rscilly worried us Twere Jis poisonous sand-
viper snakss and scorpions» The scorpions especially--big two-inch, long
devils wi Ji curving ciils were t*ick cis YiTed find hem in our blanlcetis
and everywhere .else . If you got stimg by on3 of them, you really knew it;
youTd be sick as a dog for-at least.a.day.

The 1WOnth pr3cc>ding the Ploesti raid W3.were aking part in the inva-
sion, of Sicily, bombing Msssina, Palormo and various airfields* It+s unusual
for heavy bombers to bonb airfields”™ but ws were cissigiied thas job so "that it
.would: "o mIimpossible for. enemy figh e* plants to p-ke off fronv Jose-.fields. _
and.strafe our ground troops as they landed, ...

During all our prac ics for Ploesti we wer'e intens-ely curious ns to
whci  our targe was going o0 'be* Riziiors' of all kinds were floaesing txroimd,
but no ojie thought it would be Ploesti because 110 one coul4 imagine how we
.could .carry enough gas o0 ge there and "back*

Our base v/as guarded by British anti-aircraft gunners, and we used to
ask them wha *hey thought a/bout qut flyipg so. lcnyv They :said it was an ad-
.vantage from the point of view of escaping he heavy anti-aircraft fird, but
that; we would bo dead duoks for.anything smaller heuj 4 iplllims er cannon.
-Righ 'than .we begem to hink of |lie approaching raid as a nsuicidell llssion'

The 10s TAmselc in Julv every crew m3lllDer in evcjry group was rss ricx ea
to the bag6 until after the mission, but it .was,n un i1 J% day before we
left tha iwe were old the target was the.Hounanian oil fields ..That
news all righte You hardly ever hear of cm oil field being bombad--the'only
other one | know of was in Burma,. We were really surprised*. Thore had been
a couple of rumors that our target was io bo Ploesti, bu nobody.had> ciny
stock in them it sosmed too improbable*

We were "brieifed. all. ha .day. cmd in o .t e.nigh « The American engineer
who had constructed.the Ploesti refineries .talked o usj .he Igiew”the'ex.acm.
10cation of every rafinery and every cracking and dis illimg. plan ¢ The
|:iiformation he gave us prerved .irrvaluabl.e'the. dpy* . They shewed us mo ion

pictures which .gav.a .do ails of hp individual targets f..each group*

In the afternoon Major General Brereton, commanding gerioral of the

Ninth Air Force, came around in a staff car and atked us for almost an
hour HO said we were going on the most impor ant and one of he most danger-
ous missions in the history of heavy bombardment, hat i "ad been plamied in

W ashington months before. He toJ.d us that Ploesti supplied one- hird of all
GermanyTs oil and nearly all of Italy*s, Jnt it was tilledfurthermore, o
cut Hitler™ fuel supply as hifl divisions rushed to defend it against the
coming Allied invasion.

When he finished, our group comraander-tnot.General Timberlake, who had
just been promo ed froiii colonel and was new a "wijig commander, but; he new
group commander--briefed us again, and went iirfcpo minu e *de ails of. he takeoff



the nex morning. He tried to encourage us as much as possible*
T11 get my dairmship over the target if it falls apart5n he said*

He got his ship over- the arge all right--we were close behind him.
And we saw i when 1 fellTapari:, flaming to the eaie lle

That afternoon befoire he raid he emphasized that nobody had o0 go -who
didnft want to; 1 ®%as really a volunteer mission. Lip one declined, hirfc we
were .all very ense* Someone had men ioned tha mven if all planes were lost
i 111¢ 'te wor h. the price, and hab started more talk about i1 s "being a .
suicide mission*

"We d.idn~ sleep very much that nigh nnd sshere was none of he joking
hat usually wen on among our crew. We ried hard o sleep, because we knew
i .would be a long trip and we had to be at our best, but you can imagine hoYf
easy it was.

The.firs sergeant blew the whistle a four in the morning, Whi e we
ate br-eakfast the ground crews, ivho had "beeifworking on he planes fbr the
las two days, gave them a final checking overe Those planes were beautiful,
parked wing o wing in a long line on the runway*

We o0k offa the. crack of dawn. It was perfect suromsi* day, warm and
balmy. The lead plane of th$ group s arted oirb, ands ht others follcrwed frt>
precise intervals uirbi Tfinally the whole group .meis in he: sky in perfect
formation. Our group joined other groups from nearby fields* a pre-urrojiged
places. - was all spli“fc-second timing*

We were keyed up. We knew i was going to be he bigges thing '"we had
ever done,, and we were determined i Would be he best* | was hs .same with
the ground crews thsy had alivays taken great pride iri he ships, but this P
time they had gone overboard to get them in perfect condition. They shared
our excitement and anxiety, too.

From Bengasi we flew straight over the Mediterranean, | was .very calm
and blue hat day. We v/ere going along a about 5,000 fee J©u suddenly we
saw one of the plaices ahead take a straight nose-dive. It went down JLike a
bullet, crashed in the water and exploded* For half an hour we could s”e he
smoke from it It,gave us a haunting feeling, as of approaching disas er—
ws could see that not a m-an on that plane had a chance to escape.

A co.plgf. of hours after we left Bengasi, we ivere. crossing the moun ains
of Italy, going up sometimes as high as 10,000 fee tp get over them. Then
the Adriatic and into Jugoslavia, through Bulgaria and across the Danube into
RGmamiq.

" Over the Danube va ey, in Roumania, we v/t down to abou 30 feel:,
so 10%mm I/t 'We could easily see people in"the strests BdfRoumaniarito®wns"wa"v-
ing at us as we *werxt overe They mus ha*vQ hough we were friendly bcmfeers
because we were flying so low. Or maybe they recognized he "white star on
our wings and were glad, that we were coming.

About ICTmiles from the. target, we dropped to ,50 fee , following he?
contours of the land., up over hills and down into valleys. Our pilot would
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h_ead s raight form hose hills, and every ime  thought sure werd crash right
into them, bu he wouldp.ull us up just in time, and jus enougK . get over
he ridge, andthen do\T0 intc* the-nex J/allsy* Ccming back vre vrere flying
par of Jle way -a five, and 10 feet off: he groundj and sopieo:f ].3 .pianos
re urned to base v/ith res ops and even mornstalks in their bomb-bays

ffs had a very good pilot. He was our squadron leader™ Lt, C I» K. 0,
Dessert, and his copilo .was our rsgular pilot® Major Ep

This was he 24th mission | had flown wi h KajoT Ep-fcing and he same
crew, except for Cawley, the ail gunner who v/al5 hurt during our first raid.
Our ship was named in Major Eptingls hon (r; his kome own is Tupelo, M ississ-
ippi, and so we called the plane "Tupelo Lass,?

The major® who is 23 years old, is one of the "best pilots | We ever
seen He pulled us out of a 10 of tcugh spots ivhen ive hought iNe were .gene*

And between Major fipting and C X* Des'ser they .g0 us through Ploesti
wi Jaou .a,schr.tp.h,,,,butfit was a miracle that.Ftr]ey did,

We came into the oil fields & about; 50 foet and went up to about 75 to
bomb. Ihs' plane was on-vras leadirig t?ie last squadron of “the second, group
over* Five miles from the targe , h3?ryy anti-aircraft s ar edmsthm*ding. use
When we saw the.rod .flash of those, guns we though ~/cfd .never .make it/ e
re.ally started prayingmhsiu, We figured that if,they starte.d-"shooting at us
wi he. "big guns.at tha distanoe, they woUld surel7mget us with smaller, and
more maneuverable batteries* We ramembereds he _BritishZaixfci--airc;riift mmen who
had said weTd bs dead ducks for anything uiider a 40 millimeter co.nnon. A
our height you could have brought a Liberator down with a shotgun,

Ploes i Vv/as TATTCipped in d smoke 5cresn which made® it ir Fy difficult o-
fiixd the targets. When ws got over, the rsfinerie.s were.-alrsady blazing, from
the bombs and ~funs:of the planes ahead of us. -

Red tracers frem the small ground®guns had ./boon .zig-zagging all around .
us for half a mile or more, and ths ims. thems/ervxs.-ware. sendin *yf. r"rifieV
barrages.” Jus as .we hit tlis arget, gos tanks started exploding: One-".
10,000 gallon tank blew, up right in front .of us, shooting pillars off framing
gas. 50 f.ee in",the .air« 1 was like a nightmare« € c"ouldnt fcelie/ .our*
eyes when we smv that blazing tank high abova. us. The pilot;had ta swerve
sharply 0 the righZ . 0 avoid whcit; wexs really a cloud of fire* It vras so ho
it felt us thdugh we were flying through 7a furna.Cs ™

" ; — .

The worst saw, though, was t>he plane to ths right of us. Light flak
_mus have hit the gas, haco.use all of a sudden ii.-was burning from one end to
the other. It sank righ down, as though nopower on earth could hold it in
the air for even a Second* When it hit the ground.it exploded™*

Every man on that ship ?iras a frisnd cfmine, knew heposition
each was flying%, 11d seen planes go dovm before, "but always from,ct high alti-
tude, and then you donT see the crash, .This .way * seemed could reach out

and-touch those, men*

The most pitiful thing was hat ship po-pilot. -He was cm 18-year-old
mid whoTd lied abwfc’his .age O get in O avia ion cade raining. We always
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called him Junior, When our regular co-pilot, who was firing tha right waist
gun. that day, sow Junior ship go dovm,_he le 100sa with Ms gun like /

crazy man* junior .was his "best friend®

Jhen w@d saw .flak hi our group cOnmcjider’s plane* In a second i was
burning from, the bomb-bay~r>bfeck«» He pulled ii up as high as he could g6"b i"fc;

i was fantastic to see tha blazing Liberator climbing s raight up* As soon
as he s arted climbing, .one man jumped out, and when he could ge 1 10

highsrf *7 mors coins oufc Evory on© of us knew h3. hexd pulled i*bh up in ord©r
0 give 110se men d chance* mThen, knowing hs was .dons for, he dsli'bsra/tely

dovG i into he highest "building in Ploesti* The instant he hi , his ship
exploded”

W6 lef Plossti a ruiru Huge clouds of smoka and fire billowed from
he ground as .we pulled ciway from bh+s targ.e 0 It was like' a war movies see~
ing hose masses of flames rolling oward you, and whi e flashes of 20-milli-

m ster capnon-fire ."burs ing. alongside of you#

We go Dback o camp 13 hours after 'we had aken off 1 was the longe.st
bombing Uis sion ever f3Lowii¥7 and hae explains why i*b was necessary "to do.it
at low alti udeem If we had "bombed ®® he usual leval,ws would never havs
had enough gas o get back*

was also hs mos dangsrcms mission in the his ory of heavy bombard-
ment, ranking as a battle in itself>*, is officially regarded no £xs the
Ploesti raid but as nthe battle of Ploesti®*l

mThere was no line cit th© mess hall tha night Even though we were
starved, we couldn* ea when wo Jaought of he men tha*c should have "been
standing in”.lins and weren"t0

And even lough we were dead ired, we Guldn?t slepp- Inknow didn*
sleep for several fights after that. The ground crsws kept the runway lights
on all nightj and many of hem s ayed up until morning, though hey knew he
plcinss "bhoy hcid workod so hard on cmd "their frisnds, ho men "who flei/v "fcheiii
weren’t coming back,.

The nsxt morning was rou»~h.,, too. We always get up a six o*clock, and
mfcliere wets .always ci 1 of y311ing "back and for n Jid "fcoirts — somefeities

wefd throw .rocks a each, o herls. ents Tho only yslling w© heard that morn-
ing was our co-pilo calling for his fr.i311d Junioi*, al Jlough .he had se$n him.

go down in :fXcjTid3s he day before*

Ploesti was my 24th mission, F r most of he crew i wis he 25th; in

o*fchcr words, i*c conplG'bed their *bour of duty for "bheni* 1 was assigned "bo
another crew for my la> missiop» ~

For Belong ine hcid 1)3311 thinking about volunteering for an extra
five 'missions I wan ed to do tha for my kid "bro herj ho wasn;t overseas
than# The day aftsr my 25th, | ..asked ray commanding officer* .if | coaid go on
five more, He said should go home? in fact, thero ware orders out already
for me to do so, and a plans ticket to he States waiting for me3 But he
finally gave ma psrmission, and stayed with hs crew ‘had flown wi h on
what was supposed, to be. my last raida
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took m3 three .months o-ge those five mis.sipns in, the weamher was m
so bad. And then when I come heme it >as by "b-anana boat and not airplane.
was sure burned up abou thevt

"b. was at this time that I flew with the only full-blooded American
Indian pilQ in the'Europeall hsa/fce.r j everybody called him "Chiefll, but his
name was Homer Moran® and hO was from South DakotaO Four of hosemex ra five
missions | flevw-from England over Germany,

nearly got it oa he" 30 h.mission, my Tcist onee INe were over I@Ams r,
in Germciny, and a shell exploded righ /5 the glass done of my'top u re -«

It smashed the doms® ripped my hsirnet off, smashed my goggles”® and interphone.
The concussion hrew me Imck “gains he seae ,—but didn™.t get n scratch

thought the ship had blom apart, he .noise of that explosion was so loud.
passed out, bebausB my oxygen mask had been torn o ft3 but tha radio operator

and he engineer pulled ms ckrt of the turre ocmd fixed'me? up an emergency
m ask,

Things like that arenfi: explciinsd just by luck, | mus have hada
guo.rdian angel flying with me that time and on the other inissionsj 000 They
say t.hsra a.re no athsis”bs in foxholes) | can tall you for sure there are hone

in heavy bombers either* )

lef England the first of Decemb&r. They wanted me o0 s ay over here,
with my cutfi , as chief clerk, in cp rations, but froii the beginning have .
felt my comba career TAoiild no be "wver mrtiX had fough in the S u h.Pacific,
and, so | asked to come home for a brief rest and then be assigned to a Liberaft-
ofcxr group,in the S u J i*ncific* .

I vms December 7 1two years o the da af 3r Pearl Harbor, when our
ship reached New York uougirt was a .prs-tty "tougii sergeant™ 'tu When
saw the Statue of IliibG*tiy and he. sunliglrt ca ch:ilig "tilos'™e all "buildings, |
damn nsar cried« 1 knew. had com3"homel, and fe'rt so lucky J10dee go ben
throughcillthGsebon"bing®inissiorLSwithou"fca s.oromch tha said a pfayer of
"thankfulness, as | lee.usd cigcxinsl;.- fie rail only w she'd "thal; all.my buddies

could ft.aire coxae home too#

spoke earlier of having Vo battles to fightagains .the Axis and

against intcl-erance, They are really the some battle, | think, for we will
hxnre 1 s the war® if cur military vie ory is not followed "by a "be t©r under-

standing among peoples*

I. cer ainly don b.propose to defend Japan When | visit; Tokyo it wiil
be in a Libercftor borubGrc Bufc I balieve mcho'b loyal Aln.erico.2ls of Japanese
descent ar-e entitled to tho -dair.ocratic. rights which Jefferson propounded,

W ashington fought for and Lincoln died for.

n my. "wn ctxsé , ho/ve aliil0s*h "yvoii hie 13 le cxgciiiis-fc .in OlerciiiGej
have maiiy close friends” in ths Army now— my "best cis pin "thGirs ti
where .trwo years ago | .hnd.none* I havo by 110 moans o iiiple"fce ly won "bnai:

battle* Especially now, after the. widoGpread publicity given-the recent ~

o.'fcroci'ty ~s"toriss, + find prcjudics ones again directed against ne, and neither
my uilifor"iii 1101. "bh© inedexls which visilule proof mf whci hciir® "b"Sen tbrougli,

have been, -1-""donH" knoi/ fov to-'v/Hak
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the streets of my own country.

All this Is disappointing, not so much to me personally any more, but

raisher with reference to iny fight against intolerance. | liad thought "that
after Ploesti and 29 othor missions 30 rougli it was just short of a miracle
I got thr-oug-h them, | woularx® have to fight for acceptance among my own

people a.ll over again.

n most cases,. I don’t, and to those few who help "breed fascism in

America "by spreading such prejudice® | can only reply in the vords of the Jap-
ansse merican. creed ; nAltliougli some individuals may discriminate against, me,

shall never "beconie "bitter, or lose faith, for know that sucli.persons a.re
not representative cf the majority of the American people.”

The people who wrote:that creed are the theusands of.Japanese Americans
whom certain groups want deported immediately These Japanese Atagirlcans have
spent xheir lives proving their 10yal 7 to tlie United States as their sons
and "brotliers are proving it now on the Itloody "battlefield of Iltaly. It is for
them” in the solemn hope that they willl)e treated justly rather than with
mliys.terical passion_, that | speak today.



