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spent Millions of the taxpayers’ 
money to build camps for the Jap�
anese. Now they are closing the 
camps and sending the Japanese 
back to the coast. In another six 
months the Japanese will be work�
ing in our war plants. What is 
the matter with this country?

Editor: At our job today, one 
worker asked if a Japanese could, 
become a candidate for governor 
of California. I didn’t think so, 
but maybe they will later on when 

| they are turned loose. Why let 
I them come home? Why not let our 
i hoyk_ come home? Well, veterans 
of World War I, let us get to- ' 
gether. There are about 90 per 
cent of our boys over, there. Can�
not we do something?

31, 1944

*
HE’S DISGUSTEDHE’S DISGUSTED

����� ��������� ��

J. F. B.

JAP GOVERNOR?

J. M.
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Urges^roiri reatment
Editor, San Jose News: After reading Mrs. 

Bernier’s letter in your paper, I can’t help but  
feel that too many people of America are forget�
ting what we’re supposed to be fighting for. If 
we Were to give the American born Japs the type 
of treatment she thinks they—Uyy5rve7*we’d be 
worse than the enemy for two reasons. First, these 
people too are American citizens and second, it

certainly would not be typical of what we were 
taught was just.

There are quite a few of these A m e r i c a n 
Japs in our armed services today valiantly fight�
ing and dying for the country they have come to 
love, despite the fact that their families are being 
treated like criminals. My hat’s off to these boys 
because they’re surely better Americans than these 
loose-tongued, slow-thinking people who are so i  
eager to condemn. V. M. B. / '
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Expressions are w elcom ed from  e a r 

readers. They m ust be legible, signed» 
non-libelous and held to a m axim um  
of 300 words. W here le tte rs �� be�
yond th is lim it, they w ill e ither be 
condensed by our own editorial staff 
or. m ore likely , re tu rned  to the  w riters 
fo r condensation.

COMMENDS LIFTING OF BAN.  
Editor of The Daily News:

The war department is to be 
heartily commended for its recent 
action which lifted the ban against 
Japanese-Americans so that they 
may return to their homes on the 
west coast and “be permitted the 
same freedom of movement 
throughout the United States as 
other loyal citizens.” It should be 
noted again that this permission 
has been granted following a 
thorough F. B. I. investigation of 
each individual concerned to estab�
lish his loyalty to American insti�
tutions and ideals.

One of the fundamental corner�
stones of our democracy is that 
citizens are not pre-judged to be 
guilty merely on the basis of their 
physical characteristics. The fact 
that this cornerstone still stands 
firm has been demonstrated by th# 
war department’s action.

EDWIN L. DUCKLES.  
Greensboro. c.

'i
/

'i
 /
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! Edi toy The Jap-American
j problem ite. not à problem of trea-! 
1 son or féar of sabotage, but rather 
y a problem of racial hatred spon-j 
I sored bÿ such so-called patriotic 
a organizations as the Native Sons of 

the Golden West.
At one time I belonged to this 

“patriotic” group of hypocrites—| 
I say hypocrites because before! 
each meeting they cleanse their I 
souls by pledging allegiance to #$� �
flag and the constitution for which | 
it stands. Then before the meeting! 
is much older they discuss ways' 
and means of separating a minor�
ity group from their birthright 
guaranteed by our great constitu�
tion.

How such people can call them�
selves real Americans is most 
amazing. \

Not so long ago this American 
organization had its racial propa�
ganda guns aimed at all Orientals 
—Japanese, Chinese and Filipinos. 
What happened? Did the Chinese 
and Filipinos take the pledge and 
are no longer Orientals?

The Native Sons of the Golden 
West do have two commendablé 
features to offset their strange 
style of Americanism; and they 
are, first, the restoration and main�
tenance of California’s famous 
landmarks; and second, the plac�
ing of homeless children in good, 
happy homes.

These they should continue with 
all of their organized energy, and 
quit sowing seeds of racial hate 
among their fellow men.

R. F. SARR,
West Ave., PetSitrrffif
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Human R ights and the Japanese Issire
J g - X -

EDITOR: i  wish to thank you for  
your intelligent and reasonable edi�
torial concerning the return of loyal 
Japanese-American citizens in Fri�
day’s News.

As you say, the military situation 
on the coast is a matter for military 
authorities to decide. The evacua-* 
tion was requested by the military, 
and, although it was hurried, was 
not intended to imply mass disloyal  ̂
ty. The exigency which caused the 
original order is now past and there 
has been time to investigate separ�
ate cases.

At this point then, the questions 
involved are those of the rights of 
citizens of the U. S. A. Those rights 
have taken generations to establish. 
They are more important than any 
individuals involved.

Democracy does not demand that 
we love every other citizen of the 
Republic. It does insist that we con�
duct ourselves according to the rules 
which generations of struggle have 
evolved for us. If we do not like the 
rules, there are authorized ways %o 
change them.

Even those who find them hard 
cannot be so disloyal as not to com�
ply with them in as fine a spirit as 
the Japanese-American citizens did, 
when they were evacuated.
—R. C. Hayes.
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\ (The Tribune Invites letter's on sub�
jects of général interest which li ac�
ceptable will be published. They must 
be free of libel and persona) abuse. 
Only on rare occasions will letters 
more than 300 words in length be pub�
lished and short ones will be given 
preference. Authors names must be 
signed to the letters: anonymous com�
munications will be thrown Into the 
waste paper basket. Limited space 
makes it possible to print but a portion 
of the letters received.)
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To the Tribune: By unanimous vote 

Ithe Methodist Parsonage club of the 
¡Lewiston area extends to you its con�
gratulations and its gratitude for the 
■ fine expression of the Japanese-Amer- 
jican problem in your editorial “No  
I Place for Them."

It is gratifying to find one who is 
¡willing to subject himself to possible 
¡ridicule and cries of "traitor" by  
¡standing out against a vicious move- 
jment which we along with you, brand 
las not only un-American and urir 
| Christian, but anti-American and anti- 
f Christian. It must be recognized as a 
(purely irrational expression of race- 
I hatred.

We hope that this fight to save our 
[country from, what we conceive to be 
I a tragic blunder will not be misin�
terpreted by the membership of those 
organisations whose actions we criti- 

! cize as an attack upon these organiza�
tions themselves; that would be 
equally tragic. The Christian-Ameri�
can tradition has always succeeded 
through friendship and fair play—and 

fa little mutual trust. It will continue  
I to succeed by the same methods.

DON S. LAMKA,  
Acting secretary.

Clarkston, Wash.
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Editor—You’re 100 pèr cènt wrong. 

We Californians are stronjly op�
posed to return, of the Japa�
nese now. My son, back; on leave, 
is disgusted at wishy-washy atti�
tude here as represented by vour 
editorial.

| . , MRS. FR. BbtunAiTu, 
San Rafael.
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Editor—False ttnd ycorMstent | 

i thinking pervades the propaganda j 
i by the rival campaigns for and 1 
| against the return to the Pacific j 
1 Coast of American evacuees of j 
j  Japanese ancestry. The issue cuts j  

deeper than the prejudiced wish \ 
on the one hand that these ■ 
people might be sent elsewhere j 
and the selfish designs of those j  
who' subtly plot for the cheap 
labor of those whose general un�
popularity unbalances free bar�
gaining. This is a fundamental 
question of constitutional right.

Civil War amendment, XIV, Sec�
tion 1, adopted in 1869, declares 
that “All persons born or natu�
ralized in the United States, and 
subject to the jurisdiction thereof, 
are citizens of the United States

[»nrt of the State.jKksdn. they 
reside."

| i  do not share the opinion of \
! the American Civil Liberties Union; 
and others that American citi-j 
zenship conclusively follows birth 
from alien parentage because of 
such occurrence within our terri�
tory. “Within the jurisdiction of  
the United States” contemplates 
a spiritual attunement to Ameri�
can institutions more than a 
physical attachment to American 
territory. Thousands of Japa�
nese children were born and 
reared here in an atmosphere of 
Shintoism that isolated them, 
from any real allegiance arid lelt 
loyalty to this country.

WLLIAM C. RING. 
Los Angeles
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Residents of Placentia:
As mothers who have �� �� � who; 

were injured for life in the treach�
erous attack which the Japanese 
country made at Pearl Harbor just 
three years ago; as motixero -winoce 
sons are now fighting Japanese in 
the Southwest Pacific, without pro�
per food, and under health condi�
tions which no one should be called 
upon to endure, we wish to register 
our protest against the return of any 
persons of Japanese blood to any 
Pacific Coastal region while the war 
continues.

We feel that our sons, some of 
them in the Pacific theatre for a 
second Christmas season, wouldn’t 
like it very much it they knew their 
mothers were welcoming Japanese 
back to enjoy the home privileges 
which they are denied.

We want to be definitely placed 
on record as opposing the return 
of any and all Japanese persons 
to Orange County, or any Coastal 
region, until the war is over, and our 
boys, who have had to fight the 
Japanese to protect our homes, will 
be able to have something to say 
about their future treatment.

As peaceloving mothers, we do not 
feel justified in condoning the re�
turn of Japanese children to our 
public schools at such a time. As a 
State Senate fact-finding commit�
tee reported this week we are. afraid 
it will cause “race discrimination, 
turmoil and great confusion,” if not 
more serious problems.

Our government felt Japanese 
should be isolated inland at the be�
ginning of the war. We feel they 
should continue to be isolated for 
the duration of the war. We wonder 
how other mothers of Placentia dis�
trict feel?

(Signed) /
Placentia American Legion Auxilary 

Unit No. 277.

Gentlemen:
I  wonder if you will devote a little 

space to register the feelings of one 
father concerning the return of peo�
ple of Japanese ancestry to our 
home district, while our sons are 
engaged in fighting Japan in the 
worst war in the history of our na�
tion?

I read an editorial in your paper 
last week calling attention to the 
observance of this week as “Bill of

Rights Week”, when we are asked to 
renew our gratitude for the first  
Amendment to the Constitution of 
the United States, which provides 
among other things the right of citi�
zens to “petition the government for 
a redress of grievances.”

It is the hope of many fathers 
and mothers of the Placentia dis�
trict, whose sons are giving up their 
chance at college, and perhaps their 
entire future lives as useful citizens 
of the world, that hundreds of other 
residents of the district will join 
with those who have already writ�
ten to “petition the government for 
a  redress” of this very serious griev�
ance. If Placentia is to be used as 
a guiena pig, so that officials may 
determine whether or not they dare 
return the Japs to Orange county 
before the end of the war, why not 
let them know in uncertain terms 
how we feel about it? How do YOU 
feel?

J. B. Wilsey
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The Record welcomes letters on curs 
rent public matters subject to the fol�
lowing rules: Letters must be of public 
interest. Letters in behalf of political 
candidates will not be accepted, and 
certain others will be edited or rejected 
depending upon editorial judgment. 
Lengthy letters will not be printed.; 
Write briefly, the shorter the better, 
and on only one side of a sheet of 
paper. Sign your name and address. 
Signatures will be withheld on request. 
Address letters to “Eidtor Record." 
The Editor cannot engage in corre�
spondence over letters submitted.

J&P  PROBLEM — Far F r o m  
Solved
Editor Record: I t is quite im�

possible to arrive at a definite 
conclusion- without all attendant 
details; however, a radio broadcast 

ednesday morning gave data 
ufficient for criticism. I wonder 

‘s the American Legion reversing 
previous stand on exclusion of 

aps from America? As I under�
stood the radio release, an Amer�
ican Legion unit in the Northwest 
ad kicked out a number of Jap- 
nese.
Subsequently these Japs were 

einstated by the head office of 
he Legion. Why ? If this is true, 
he previous resolutions of the 

Legion to deport the Japs fails the 
hundreds óf thousands of Amer�
icans who have thought the Le�
gion was working with them in 
cleaning America of the Jap 
menace. It will also cause dis�
sension in the ranks of the Legion.

Because Secretary of the Army 
Stimson made an tmwise blunder 
by inducting Japs into our armed 
forces is no excuse on the part of 
anyone to continue the blunder. 
No good will accrue from such 
compromising. Such tactics com�
plicate the- issue and defeat the 
best intentions of all concerned. 
It is a fact that thousands of 
Americans on the Pacific Coast 
are organized to combat the re�
turn of the Japs.

I have it from reliable sources 
that the majority of Americans of 
the West will use their prerogative 
to not trade with any firm, cor�
poration or person that handles 
or sells Jap products, or that hires 
Japanese.

Some business men have de�
clared their intention to display 
signs which will read: “No Japs 
Served.” So, it is obvious that the 
Jap problem is far from solved, 
notwithstanding- that the federal 
and military heads are determined 
to force the Japs’ return. The 
solution may lie in submitting it to 
initiative and referendum of the 
people, who, after all, are the .gov�
ernment.

J. BART ANDREWS.
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Santa Rosa.

1 * T d i t o r l l ia v A b C ^ a d in g  the
, “T Pt The People Speak ! column Let in e  ^ k< Per- 

and would now like to spea _and w ould now w ^ ^ r n i a n s
bans the feelings oi haps economic tear
are a u g m e n t e d e residents.
of the i ° r ^ erMS  S m ir e  a peo- 
Anyone who. ca ct>un try  w ith
pie w ho came to thŝ gable 
noth ing bu t J 1 ced  themselves 

w ttK u c h  vigor *  no longer 
American. Was such m an-
founded and b u ih  up the argu 

, her? I have even h in  itizens 
ment that ^ ^ R f n t e r e s t ” to 
are no longer no longer
US because T^fo^cheap laborers. 
w illing t°  b e ■ _ aUote from  a re-

i � would l ike to  quo B u c k ; I f  you 
cent article by American citi-
do not treat these t  fairly,
zens of Japanese desce India
S o n s  of g P g  t o ^ ^  
and Russia are than the
Americans are n o »  t h e y  are 
Japs—and besides,
w hite.” , ^„v-giy a plea i ° r

This is no t ” }f j a panese citi-

i n t e l U | ^ | ^ A u ^ n e i | h b g

We, the white race, aremo 
3�in the n i ^ c r i t y -   -#,#�, 

tang tills us ^  ^gShfe°r ; ’ that the

inate the Asiat^p reency from thecaused their emergen ytbem the
darkness and Are we, who
knowledge of gu in democracy,' 
believe so arcien y d should re- 
willing that the w Id̂  free?”
main r half slave ^ ny the “self-

evident^ruthg that �����men «re| 

Cre# e ’"cannot'^escape
m u st;, face our nrob and fore-

f c l § § 8  remembering that this is
‘ ^ ^ O n e W o r l d ; —

Forestville •
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j EdiWf^ln/ your editorial page  
! Noven»j<gr «¿pu  $%,ted the War 
| Relocation Anthoriry has issued a 
pamphlet on American Japanese 
deeds of heroism and sacrifice in 
order to influence American opin�
ion of good will toward them. Now 
you say the American people re�
quire education on the problem.

As an American, I would like to 
know haven’t we got real common 
sense? Don’t we Americans know 
that what Togo did, it is Togo 
and not every Japanese? Why is 
it we can live beside O r m a n  
Americans, Italian Americans, but 
not Japanese Americans?

MRS. PEGGY RAY.
San Francisco.
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: I a P e r t in e n t

I  read Elsie Robinson’s arti�
cle on self expression and I 
would like to express myself. 
She had much to say about the 
younger generation not being 
rea^y for Pearl Harbor. Why  

^should we have been? We 
weren t running this country 
then and we aren’t now.

But who is doing the fight- 
doing a good job of

We are. -
t Maybe I’m only a high school 

girl, but our sweethearts and 
the gang we used to run around 
with are the ones out there get�
ting shot up, and for what? For 
some unappreciative people like 
Miss Robinson.

Some of us are working at 
hospitals after school for the 

r  and the Red Cross,
and we would give blood if we

�������	������
#$�%#�&�'(��� �	$�

were old enough. I  think the 
younger generation is doing its 
part what about the older gen�
eration?
JUST A HIGH SCHOOL GIRL.

K n o w s  the^j&a p s 
Having spent 18 months in 

Japanese Relocation Centers I 
can say, with conviction, that 
we never want them back here 
on the pacific Coast. At the 
Santa Anita camp it was only 
too evident how pleased they 
were at every Jap advance. 
They weren’t so happy at the 
news of Midway. At Heart. 
Mountain, Wyoming, I found  
strikes the order of the day.
I am convinced that more than 
90 per cent of the Japs are dis�
loyal. I would like to know 
more about the committee 
known as the “American 
Friends Service Committee” at 
544 East Orange .Grove avenue.

' Pasadena. This committee 
wants the Japs back and, is 
asking citizens to send Christ, 
mas gifts to the Japs. Lets 
give our gifts and our money to 
our own servicemen—not the
Japs. ___— -------— — ^

1 TOM BURNING, \  * 
\  Sierra Madre* \

A lc o h o l i& g * 0*1* ^ ^  
This latest liquor murde* 

leads me to ask whether K 
wouldn't be possible to require 
liquor ration cards which would 
be issued only after a careful 
investigation of those applying 
for such cards?

Don’t get me wrong. I’m not 
asking for a return to prohibi�
tion. But it would seem that 
something m i g h t  be done to 
control the sale of booze to 
those who cannot handle it.

FRED.
Venice* Cal.
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r f c é ì  th e  P u b l ic  Spe a k - - ’
NOT JUST /CDLOR

Ed^ t  ,AWe%l^ appeared in 
your -columns signed Bice S. 
Garcia, I-t was a good letter, in 
attempt to help smooth the trou�
bled waters* of today. However,
I want to call attention to some�
thing that has been so prominent 
in letters and in articles in -various' 
periodicals. There is a very strong 
tendency to put the Japanese in 
this state in the position of the 
“underdog” . . . just as though 
they had been mistreated hereto�
fore, that is before Pearl Harbor. 
That is not true, nor, was it ever, 
so. These people forced their way 
into our state. They came here 
and crept into our homes as serv�
ants: some were of high military 
rating, but we did not suspect that 
then. Now we know that everyone 
of them were potential spies. It 
is a well-known, proven: fact that 
they have been carefully planning 
this- war for over 50 years. They 
tried a peaceable invasion, and 
were trained "for it in Japan. 
There was never any racial in�
tolerance in the west in earner 
days. The Chinese exclus'on -law 
was not that we disl'ked the Chi�
nese on account of their co’or, but 
a lot of our own, big financial men 
brought in a lot of coolie labor 
from China to enable these white 
gentlemen ( ?) to save their outlay 
of wages in various projects here, 

f and the Irish were the ringlead�
ers in excluding the Chinese (see 
the Dennis K e a r n e y  sandiot 
speeches in  San Francisco), They 
could see their good wages drop�
ping, and the green Irishman had 
emigrated here for those good 
wages, just as thè Mexican is do�
ing now.

Many, m a n y  brown-skinned 
people have been loved by white 
folks, none more than the colored 
mammy óf old slave days; and in 
the South Pacific, the “black fel�
low” of New Guinea, the Papuan 
native, because he is black as 
black can be, but he has a white 
heart, that is the crux of the 
whole thing. The color of the skin 
is nothing . . .  it is the heart that 
counts.

The Japs have little or no feel�
ing, they received many, many | 
benefits from their dealing ; with 
the white people, but they grew 
to hate the white people more 
and to covet what we had . . . 
they hare brought down retribu�
tion on their own heads.

All due respect to President and 
[Mrs. Roosevelt, but no person can 
l.iust Visit a Jap relocation center 
land decide on whether or not 
Ithose people did or did not try to 
■ sabotage our country. From the 
lamount of paraphernalia taken 
tron i the various coastal Jap

Contributions on ang Interesting 
and timely topics are welcomed by 
this newspaper, but the editor dis�
claims responsibility for opinions 
and statements expressed in this� ,�
column. Because space is limites/� ,�
tetters should be as brief as possible 
—not more than 200 words. In \ \ 
the interest of fairness, all contri�
butions must he signed by the 
writer although names will be 
withheld upon request.

towns, their intentions were very 
good toward that end . . .  they 
did not get the opportunity to 
sabotage but they were all ready 
to help when the invaders ar�
rived (they surely expected them), 
don’t forget that. Now they do 
not want to obey the order to re�
main where they are. In all coun�
tries people have been moved out 
of danger zones, and have had to 
stay where they are put until 
there is no mere occasion for it 
and it is decided by the military, 
heads; however, here there an 
lot of social workers try irm ^frun 
tilings their own way. Sincerely, 

GRANDMA.
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disapprove of wh/gi you say but will d
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AMITY, Dec. 6.—To the Editor—In yes�

terday’s Journal, Sgt. Harold S. Simmons 
and C. F. Crum commented unfavorably on 
the stand of the Hood River American Le�
gion post’ action on thé Japanese question. 
Their intimation regarding the K. K. K., and  
the Hood'River post as an intolerant group 
of crackpots, is rather stinging to our boys- 
who 'fought and are still fighting our 
wars, and if anyone has a right to the say 
in the matter, they have it.

The Japs have circumvented our slack 
laws, to gain control of a lot of good land 
either by ownership or by lease, and have 
displaced thousands of our people who 
should have the opportunity they are en�
joying.

There is no doubt that a lot of informa�
tion regarding our military strength and  
our plans was secured and sent to Japan by 
Japs located in this country, and oùr boys 
are paying with their lives for our mistake 
in trusting them as a people. In view of 
so many instances of treachery and bar�
barism on the part of the Japs in this war, 
it may be well to let the boys who have 
seen these .tilings—the march of death in 
the Philippines, the murder of the Doolittle 
fliers, and other deliberate murders—have 
some say in disposing of the Jap question.
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KEEP OUT

EdiiPPs- California plants and ani- |; 
mals are protected against foreign 
pests by quarantine. What is the 
matter with our taxeaters that 
they cannot give California citi�
zens equal protection?

Governor Warren should declare 
a quarantine against admission of! 
alien and natural-born Japanese, j 
declaring them harmful to the 
peace and well-being of 8,000,000 
California citizens,, and should call 1 
out the state guard to enforc^fhe 
order.

R. D. K
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Oppjfees Return Of Japanese

Editor, San Jose News: In your SSn Jose News 
of November 15 on the front page was an article 
regarding the returning Japanese. It was amusing 
to me that you stated t'fr5T*San~Joseans had gone 
on record as favoring the return of the American 
Japanese to their farms near San Jose yet only 
two people, a minister and a school teacher said 
they thought they should be allowed to return. 
Later on in the article you stated that the farm 
bureau had voted unanimously against the return 
of the Japanese. .After all, the farmers are the 
ones that have to live along side of theSe people, 
so why should not _ they have something to say?

I have talked to hundreds of people on this 
subject and it seems to be the general opinion

with everyone that these Japanese should not be 
allowed to return to mingle with or live beside our 
own real American people. All of the soldiers, 
sailors, and marines are very bitter against them 
and especially the ones that have returned from 
killing them in the South seas. They say they 
would feel like killing any Japanese that would 
come in sight of them.

Many of the “so-called American Japanese” 
were asked by district attorneys and officers of 
the law if they would go to war against Japan and 
they all answered “no.” Do you call these people 
American citizens? I do not.

Yours very truly,
L. E. SMITH, M.D.,
St. Claire Bldg., /
San Jose. /
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t>REES WITH GRANDMA

Editor: Thc'letteB'fron)/ “Grand�
ma” hits the irfail on ttye head in 
regard to the Jans. They are not 
or never have been loyal to this 
country. I personally know a fam�
ily who are only half Japanese and 
they were most loyal to Japan be�
fore we were at war. One of the 
girls told me her father’s people 
were a superior people.

Another instance was in Los An�
geles. For years we bought flowers 
from a little shop on Glendale 
boulevard, and they seemed like 
loyal Americans, had children be- 
ing educated in our schools, and 

II after Pearl Harbor the FBI found 
„a full-fledged radio sending set 
Tin a small space between the walls 
| of the living rooms and the flower 

shop.
It was difficult to believe, for 

they seemed so contented and hap�
py to be in this countrv and they 
were, only they wanted it for 
Japan, especially California.

We most definitely should not 
have them back here and free toi 
go and come while we are at wa 
in the Pacific.

ANOTHER GRANDM
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No Gas
I am the wife of a man in the 

Merchant Marine and I wish to 
thank Edward F. Edwards for 
his letter. My husband couldn’t 
get a drop of gas while on his 
30-day vacation. He had busi�
ness to attend to and used up 
all of our A tickets. So here 
am I, sitting in the front room  
with a car and no gas. I live 
five miles out of Van Nuys and 
until Dec. 21 rolls, around, I 
must even walk if I want to go 
to town. Perhaps the ration 
boards can suggest something.

MRS. E. M. L.

V oice of E xperience
It seems to me that The 

Herald and Express was not 
strong enough in urging that 
the ■ Japs not be allowed to re�
turn to California. I was born  
in Los Angeles and I know the 
Japs well. Those of us in the 
Marine Corps who are fight�
ing the Japs in the Pacific are 
not looking forward to coming 
back home—and finding them 
in Los Angeles as they were 
before the war. In my same 
ward of the Naval Hospital 
are men who were crippled for 
life because of Jap trickery 
and treachery. We all have 
buddies who have been killed 
in action. If the people really 
knew the Japs as these crippled 
men in my ward know them, 
they would never allow them to 
return to the Pacific Coast.

W .B .L .,
U. S. Marine Corps.

imiiifiuniimuiiHiiimiiiiiiiiiTiiiiftiiiiiiinHiinHti iifitinHEUHiiitiiiiitiijiiiijiiiiiiifiifiiDtiiiiiif ii
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Editor—The worst thing that I 

could^apperi to Japanese - stock 
Ame£*e»n citiiena^s for any of 

| them to return to California at  
i this time. Taking advantage of a 
| technicality and returning at this 
j time will cost good citizens of Jap- 
I anese parentage the friendship of 
1 many Americans who would help 
I them if they would exercise com- 
| mon sense and wait until war ex- 
| citement has subsided. All of the 
j factors are known to everybody, 

and there is no chance to develop 
new eytetence on either side.

/  LLEWELLYN B. PECK^  
^Saratoga.
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I | FEARS INFILTRATION \
I 4*------- —----------~w j ----------------
i  Editor 11 would) like to add my
! p ro test^  thA.itiany) others against 
letting me people of Japanese an�
cestry come back to California — 

; at least for the duration. Is there 
j nothing we can do to prevent it? 
What sort of effect.will this have 
on the morale of our sons who are 
so bravely fighting and dying over 

i there? Haven’t they the right to 
| at least the assurance that we, here 
! at home, will do all in our power 
j to protect them from the menace 
| of the enemy within our own bor- 
} ders? •

The war is far from being won

and with the Japanese free to come 
and go, it will only add to the task 
of guarding our Pacific coast. Of 
course, they will protest their loy�
alty to their country. But haven’t 
they proved they are treacherous 
and not to be trusted?.

I am only one mother whose 
dearly beloved son sleeps forever 
beyond the blue Pacific because 
of our nation’s misguided .trust 
that these sons of Nippon were 
human beings and not the fiend�
ish beasts they are. I say, keep 
them where they can do nothing 
to hinder the speedy end of this 
war, and then return all who are 
not citizens to their country. And 
if  there are any who are citizens 
[and have not proved they are loy- 
jal they should be given the treat�
m ent meted to all traitors.

What a bitter pill our fighting 
sons from California are being 
asked to swallow—to suffer and 
die to keep our fertile valleys that 
the Japanese may return and pros�
per, and raise larger families so 
our grandchildren will have to 
stand in breadlines while the Jap�
anese again infiltrate into all our 
industries and build up resources 
to start another war.

Why don’t we just hand our 
state over to the Japanese and be 
'done with it?

JUST ANOTHER MOTHER.
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Contemptible Act ,/'
Dear Editor: - Q

I hope your readers will not hes�
itate to express to the Hood River 
Post of the American Legion their 
amazement and contempt about the 
recent action of that Post, which 
was reported by Frank Sullivan.

I lived in Germany during the j 
first five years of the Hitler regime, 
but I have not learned one instance 
in which the Nazis erased the name 
of Jews from their war memorials. 
Nationalists in America complain if 
one compares their actions with 
those of fascists elsewhere; they 
call it “hitting below the belt.” Yet,  
one cannot help feeling that the 
erasing of the names of 16 Ameri�
can citizens of Japanese ancestry 
from a war memoriaLST'Hood Riv�
er, Oregon, by a Legion post which 
dares call itself American has been 
one of the most undemocratic acts 
one can imagine, one of which any 
ambitious Nazi chieftain could have 
been proud of.
New York � � � � � � � 	�
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-‘fLAUD EDITORIAL

t o ' S  Neâ r i f Z S you anta aPDrppiatirvn nf i i  , s . °  y°u our r„ Tir cl,atlon of that able editorial 
m Wednesday’s paper relative to
offeredan no^ShiUatiT : you ha™yxxerea a possible solution to a«
almost unsolvable problem. 
o.pf ? ” e of u? who realize the dan- 

I fife that11’ clvllization and way of 
alien hrarP £oricentj~ation of this 

Ihrin^ f lP e + in our midst would 
bring about wants them here for

I wfthmft t f o S ng / long beautifully I J without them and can so continue:
I Ta„ke Native Sons committee on
'p a ? S e b 1 l l? ^ 1?tion are now pre- 
i n ex ?SlpH«ilu be P'fesented to the , legislature which we hooe 
will be enacted into law and mSv 
help solve this problem' y

chidfrfJ +?aci fic coast papers, in- 
licmi fs  wPl?emn rat and Kepub- i 
a n f n t t r  as -Congressman Lea
F a c if i^ ta i  conSressmen from the .vacitic states, have rendered great

deelorable s1 ? u S

$""�#� 9:� ;&
EDGAR INMAN, Pres 
w. C. SHIPLEY, SeSe-

tary, Santa Rosa Parlor 
No. 28, N.S.G.W. ’
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Public Forum

What Readers Think Of Japanese Return To California
Follj^irig/aretreader comments on 

the editorial, ‘'Bill of Rights Applies  
to American-Japanese,” which ap�
peared on page one of the Mercury 
Herald Wednesday, November 15:

Editor: It was with deep gratifi�
cation and thanksgiving that I read 
in the Mercury Herald your front  
page editorial “Bill of Rights Ap�
plies to American-Japanese.”

The newspapers of California 
have a great responsibility and I 
am happy that you have taken,your 
stand on the side of reason and 
justice. Our constitution and bill 
of rights confirm your position in  
this matter, let alone the moral 
issue. ,

I trust your paper will give all  
space possible to the activities and 
expressions of those who agree 
with your splendid editorial.

H. DANA PEARCE, 
Notary Public,
San Juan Bautista.

situation which we undoubtedly will 
have to face in the very near fu�
ture.

I don’t doubt that you will re�
ceive response very different than 
this and perhaps a few cancella�
tions of papers but I want you to 
know that I think you have taken 
a fine stand on the front-line prob�
lem of American democracy. I hope 
you will not have cause to change 
your position.

EZELLE C. COX.

Japs, even though American born, 
go unchallenged.

Personally, and my opinion has 
friends, I think the Japs will save 
themselves and us a lot of chagrin 
and possibly trouble, if they’d stay 
put in the interior states until this 
war is in the bag.

R. W. MADISON.

Editor: In our community there  
is a great deal of antagonism to�
wards the Japanese. Many people 
feel that the older Japanese, those 
born in Japan, have no great love 
for this land. From my experience 
this is true. Those who were born 
here were registered as citizens of 
Japan. This, fact alone should nul�
lify their American citizenship.

Another fact not to be overlooked 
is this. Almost all Japanese chil�
dren in this country were regular 
attendants at the Japanese schools, 
which institutions instilled Japan�
ese ideology' into the impression�
able minds of the youth.

For 25 years, prior to their evac�
uation, I was closely associated with 
the Japanese having taught many 
of them in the elementary school 
I was a frequent visitor in their 
homes. It is not race prejudice but 
common sense to feel that we 
should not allow the Japanese to 
return.

E. M. H.
Hollister.

Editor: Your editorial in yester�
day morning’s (Nov. 15) Mercury 
regarding the citizenship rights of 
our Japanese was a most welcome 
and healthy expression of things 
which need saying. Your courage 

,and forthrightness deserves recog�
nition, in my opinion, and I take 
pleasure in expressing my opinion.

RALPH R. FIELDS,  
Assistant Superintendent, San 

Jose Unified School District.

Editor: I returned home from  
Tracy today and my wife called my 
attention to yesterday’s (Nov. 15) 
paper and your fine editorial on 
the front page.

May I express my very sincere 
appreciation for the fine editorial 
and the very solid stand which you 
have taken on this very controver�
sial and emotional issue, It ex�
presses a very fine “ American” at�
titude which all real Americans 
with white skins should have.

It is regrettable that there is so 
much heat connected with the 
attitude towards the American- 
Japanese, but editorials like yours 
will certainly do much to help the

Editor: Some few days ago a lady 
contributor decried the chances we/ 
take to bend over backward to be 
kind to ¡Japs and such.

She said something when she 
said “onfe of these days we will 
wake up,” etc., etc.—to find that 
we are enslaved.

Now", >we have the excitement 
brewing because a Jap is coming 
back “home” to live at Cupertino. 
Heck, Japs have been going “home” 
for weeks all over the country.

These Japs have been examined 
by authorities* .who are supposed 
to know their business. But, mis�
takes can and do happen.

The only argument anyone has 
for the return of the Japs to ori�
ginal areas before Pearl Harbor, 
is the argument they are American 
citizens . . .  -

However, we are at war with a 
country that repeatedly has said 
“Asia for the Asiatics.” Which is 
all right with us.

In certain parts of our country  
Japs are working in food establish 
ments, canning food. They eat some 
of their own canning to prevent 
them from putting ground glass or 
poison into their work.

Now, , isn’t that a heluva argu 
ment tjp let Japs work in food 
ments? It reminds us of the Roman 
days when Emperors had food 
tasters. Wow!

And they call us civilized. When 
do we start?

I ’ve argued long and longer, that 
as long as we are at war with 
Japs, we should protect ourselves 
and our boys and girls who are at 
the war fronts. Letting question�
able Japs back to California or any 
coastal area might prove disastrous. 
For what is to prevent one, two 
or a thousand Japs committing the 
crime of getting information to 
their countrymen, the enemy? It 
has been done.

I work with the army. I’ve been 
photographed, finger printed, blood 
tested, plus—and still I am a white 
American citizen and I’m still un�
der scrutiny, all the time.

If I am under suspicion all the 
time and I am a true white citizen, 
what is the margin of safety when 
we let the unsolved patriotism and 
the unproved Americanism of these

Why isn’t this question put up 
to a -vote to the people? Then we 
can discuss as who believes ih the 
bill of rights and who doesn’t. We 
got along very nicely without the 
help of these people for three years 
so why can’t we continue? This is 
my opinion.

Thank you very much for print�
ing it.

FRANCES SMITH.

Editor: As a citizen of the United 
States and a native of California, 
and also a taxpayer. I wish to ex�
press my opinion on the situation 
of the Japanese returning to Cali�
fornia.

How can any individual forget 
the March of Death on Bataan or 
the BoSnbing of Pearl Harbor. As 
Lremember distinctly the Japanese 
that were involved in this affair 
were identified as attending our 
schools in this United States of 
America, They were considered^, as 
American-Japanese citizens. In my 
opinion a loyal American-Japanese 
does not exist, because if they tried 
this treachery on us once they will 
try it again. There has been a lot 
of sabotage in recent months due 
in my opinion to the freedom of 
these so-called American-foreign- 
ers. Can people forget so easily how 
their loved ones were annihilated 
through treachery of this race? Of 
the lives that are being lost today 
in the Pacific and the South Pa�
cific to "destroy this race because 
if given a chance they would re�
turn and destroy our own people 
and pation.

Yes, I believe in the bill of rights 
but not to the extent of allowing 
this treacherous race to mingle with 
us again. I also believe in the im�
migration laws too. If we were more 
strict \ jib ||i)i immiirrntinn laws

this race would not have over popu�
lated our state, lowered our wage 
earning^ so that our own people 
could suffer the necessities of life 
and the loss of their loved ones. 
Should we that are left here to 
keep up the morale of the boys 
that are fighting for a peace and 
a land to return to and families, 
slap our boys in the face by ac�
cepting these Japanese people back 
here to live among us while they 
continue to fight the same race over 
seas? It is hard to forget that many 
of our boys are still prisoners of 
these people and are brutally mis�
treated yet and for how long. How 
will these boys feel?

Editor: I want to strongly com�
mend you for your front page ar�
ticle Re; “BILL OF RIGHTS AP�
PLIES TO AMERICAN JAPAN�
ESE,” as I am one of those Ameri�
cans who believes that we will 
either have to amend our Consti�
tution, or we will have to recognize 
the rights of American citizens.

I find so much poor thinking and 
vindictiveness with reference to the 
Japanese question, that I think you 
will have to continue with editorials 
of this character in an effort to 
educate our people.

If you will look on page six of 
today’s (Nov. 15) Merrcury Herald, 
and read what the farm bureau 
voted, you will see what I mean. 
And on page one, you will note that 
J. Lester Miller has taken it upon 
himself to point out the answer.

To my mind, it is just too ridicu�
lous to talk about “freedom for 
all people,” “melting pot,” etc., etc., 
and then attempt to treat an Ameri�
can born national as some of our 
people would do.

HARLESS MOSER,
Saratoga.
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Japan<te| psychology is difficult for 

Occi(^marirands to understand. A few 
days ago the Tokyo ràdio in pleading 
for lenient surrender terms used the 
wind-and-sun fable in its argument. The 
rude methods of the wind in attempting 
to blow the overcoat off a man failed 
while the gentle rays of the sun easily 
induced him to shed his coat.

After advising Americans to heed tht 
moral of this fable, the Japs flout the 
Geneva prisoner-of-war conventions and 
move American prisoners and civilian in�
ternees into strategic areas subject to 
Allied aerial bombardment.

Tokyo will please note that at the 
same time the newspapers are carrying 
the story of the failure of the efforts of 
the American government to get Japan 
to abide by the Geneva conventions, 
Japanese internees are being released 
and Interned to their homes in Califor�
nia. Also it should note that Japanese 
prisoners of war in American custody 
have not been mistreated. And if Jap�
anese memories go back beyond Pearl 
Harbor, the Japanese should recall the 
many acts of kindness and of help, as in 
the great earthquake catastrophe, that

have been extended by the American 
government and people to Japan in the 
past.

It is time that the Japs apply the 
moral of the wind-and-sun fable to them�
selves. If they should do this, they would 
be mpst agreeably surprised by the re-
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THINKING—And Acting as  
Adults /y  ’A  
Editor Record:' Since so many 

people are for putting all Japanese 
in a concentration camp until the 
war is over, then sending the 

J whole k it and kaboodle back to 
¡ Japan whether they are also citi�
zens of this U.S.A. or not, let’s be 
fair about it. There are a lot of 

I Germans and Italians here that 
are very outspoken because our 

! country is not run on the infamous 
European plan. Let’s get rid of 
all of them. Let’s hate every man 
whose ancestors were born in an�
other country; let all go back to 
the land bf their ancestors. Ex�
cept, of course, you and me, and I 
have my doubts of you. And you 
of me.

Since the world began some of 
us with a hidden sense of inferi�
ority have felt an urge to hate 
some one of another race that we 
may feel superior to someone. 
First it was the Negroes, the last 
war it was the “Huns,” this war it  
is the Japanese.

If we must despise someone, 
let’s dig into the war worker who 
stays home because it’s raining. 
Let’s hate the people who cashed 
in their bonds to buy Christmas 
presents, or a new fur coat. Let’s 
dig into the tavern in Stockton,

which refused to serve two colored 
■ soldiers at the bar, but insisted on 
their taking a booth. This bar, by 
the way, is owned by a pure 
blood Italian:

L ets hate the people who want 
the Japanese to stay out of Cali- 
ornia because they are making 

the profits the Japanese would 
make if they came back. Don’t 
forget, too, that vegetables would 

! drop m prfce. The land would re�
vert to its original owners. The 
Japs would move back into the 
houses they own. Those tenants 
would have to move. Let’s all look 
the facts squarely in the face be- 
fore we start acting like a lot of 
school children. We are supposed 
to be adults, let’s think and act 
tike it.—A Voter.
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Editor—I have read in thè' Stars 

and S tr ipes,^  thè action of a 
State official in saying i- “The 
State of California will have noth�
ing to do” wit^ the return of  
American citizens of Japanese de- 
scent to their homes in California. 
I would like to make a few com�
ments based on service with the 
Army in Italy since September of 
1943. In the Fifth Army, which 
has had at one time or other 
some very famous and veteran 
outfits, the 100th Infantry Bat�
talion has achieved a record that 
few outfits can equal. The com�
mendations of the divisional com�
mander, the Fifth Army and of 
the War Department are all a 
matter of record. The 100th In�
fantry Battalion has also received 
a presidential citation. A record 
like theirs does not come easily. 
It means a lot of wooden crosses 
with dogtags nailed nn, and it 
means a high ratio of men with 
Purple Hearts. The men of this 
outfit were all Americans of Jap�
anese descent, as are the men of 
the newer 442d Regiment. In Italy, 
and now in France, they fought 
and dled a^_i.marioanc. .Jn Italy  
they were considered as Amefibans

Wit am  "¿f’the Army, with no  
reservations.

From what can be read, except 
for the Japanese at Tulelake and 
the case in Colorado, the Amer�
icans of Japanese descent have 
behaved.

JOSEPH FRIEDMAN, PFO 
Italy.
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$ ire  Roosevelt 
On Japanese 
Come Back ç

i . ...y
The followia^^i4&^àsjiispatch* 

ed to the President of the United 
States :

Los Angeles, Nov. 17, 1944 
Hon. Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
Président of the United States 
White House 
Washington, D. C.
Press dispatches state that for�

mer Japanese residents are to be 
returned to the West Coast. Native 
Sons of the Golden West have 
seriously considered this major 
subject and urgently request be�
fore further permission is given 
that you give it your personal con�
sideration. Our law enforcement 
agencies are understaffed and any 
extra responsibility placed upon 
them to protect the many miles 
of war industries can be met only 
with the greatest of difficulties. 
Safety of American military per�
sonnel arid material which must 
leave this coast should be the para-

mount consideration for the wel�
fare of our nation. Patriotic in�
dividuals and organizations cannot 
understand the reason for this ex�
tra hazard when they think of the 
safety of our fighting forces.

WALTER H. ODEMAR, 
Chairman,

Committee on Japanese
Legislation, Native Sons

A rrow  t ies  a t $1 a n d J iT 5 0  fo r 
“ H is”  C hristm as gift.^sflo tz ’s have  
a hu ge asso r tm en t to  se lec t  from . 
— adv.
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Editor of The Bee—Sir: The war 

department has authorized the re�
turn of loyaL Japanese to the 
west coast. ,Hfpw do »we, the peo�
ple, kno^L-they* are Idyal ? As far 
as I know, that fact has not been 
disclosed. In my opinion, no one 
can tell whether the Japanese are 
loyal until every American Japa�
nese under 26 years of age has 
been put into combat against 
Japan. In my opinion the return 
of loyal Japanese at this time or! 
any other time spells trouble. -

Roseville. A COMMONER.
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Editor of The Bee—Sir: Over

from the announcement ^¿hat on 
j January 2»tk the J^njerican- Japa�
nese, a minority which California 
has discrimiliated against in a 
manner neany equal to Germany’s 
treatment of the Jews, finally are 
going to be restored to their 
rightful place.

Mayor Z. S. Leymel of Fresno 
said the return of the minority 
would be “a headache.” The po�
lice department issued a state�
ment-that they would “do what 
they c o u l d . . but /  .

For shame, for shame that such 
an attitude exists!

Let all who claim to be demo�
cratic, who believe in liberty, 
equality and justice, hang their 
heads in shame for that fearful 
hate ridden, prejudiced element 
in our midst which has not even 
enough faith in our own army of- 
ficals to support their edict—otir 
army officials who send boys to 
die for us on many battlefronts 
of the world.

Not least among these is the 
100th Battalion, made up entirely 
of American Japanese volunteers.

Look at the Purple Hearts, and 
the bronze stars awarded the 
men in this battalion! Behold 
those who died for us in Italy, be�
ing wounded and dying for us who 
sit here with our smug gregd and 
prejudices, wondering what we 
will do when they and their par�
ents return.

Oh, you will leave it to the army 
over there where it is tough, will 
you? But here you would like to 
be just a little tough yourself . . . 
and in thesame breath boast what 
a fine Christian and democratic 
nation we are fighting for. Well, 
fight for it here at home by pro�
tecting the liberties of all our 
people.

It has been said the greatness 
of a nation can be judged by th’e 
way she treats her smallest mi�
nority. All the world watches us 
today. They ask, “Is America real�
ly big enough to practice justice 
at home?”

Let us show them we are. Let 
us take care of our returning citi�
zens as is befitting a true Democ�
racy, and shamg,. on those who let 
prejudice gaygrn their acts. 

Parlien/MARJORIE DRATH

l1 resut’« A*«**-
Cir.—Daily 48,513; Sunday 48,26*

DECEMBER 23, 1944 .
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the radio came reverberation
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PORTLAND, Dec. 14.—To the Editor—In 

l The Journal :■  of December 11 two members 
j of our coast guard sharply criticized Hood 

River post of the American Legion for its 
action regarding certain Japanese. It is too 
bad these coast guardsmen do not know the 

; real issue, or lust how far the Japs got prior 
to December 7,1941. The very strong Japa�
nese association took over hundreds of acres 
of land, by lease or otherwise, in their berry 
and fruit associations, and in the truck�
farming industry, with which no singly 
operating white man could compete. In 

/Portland the Japs operated many of the 
cheaper hotels and rooming houses between 
3d avenue and the river, and were operating 
some 50 grocery stores in the Portland area, 
all tied in with the association, and growing 
very rapidly. Is this a healthy condition 
for our white Americans in our coastal area? 
Once y o u might have seen women and ehil* 
«an {Americans) leaving home dbaar I* 
work for the Japs during xne D eny scasun, 
as to my home district in Washington coun�
ty. What would have been the condition in 
another decade if the war had not brought 
these matters to our attention?

Finally, they ask, why not expunge all 
Americans of German and Italian ancestry? 
The answer is, because these races merge 
into the American way of living, but the 
Japanese, Oriental in customs and beliefs, 
never can and never will. P. A. Thorne.
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' V  R a t i o n i n g

The new rationing order is 
going to be tough on some of 
us who have been patriotic 
enough NOT to hoard food. I 
have never purchased an extra 
can of fqod to hoard away. I 
have always bought food just 
as I needed it. Now with the 
cancellation of all points issued 
before Dec. 1, I  do not have 
enough to make the necessary 
purchase of needed food. I did 
not go out on Christmas Day 
to raid the unpatriotic grocers 
who kept open and I hope that 
our hoys in Europe and the Pa�

cific do not hear of our shame�
ful actions when the ration 
news was made public. E. H.

G rip ing
Yqu hear an awful lot of grip�

ing these days about various 
kinds of shortages and in most 
cases you find the public blam�
ing ���� grocers. But if you 
stop and ask any one of these 
gripers who they voted for in 
the last election I’ll bet eight 
out of every ten will say ‘’Roose�
velt" What right do they have 
to gripe? After all* that’s what  
they wanted, wasn’t it? They

had the chanee to better condi�
tions, but turned the chance 
down. R. A. THOMPSON.

*9 u p  U p t u r n

Many California citizens, in- 
cludin g i n p ëlf, believe that 
the war e^ort can be most ef- 
fectively aided by our whole�
hearted support of the War De�
partment’s decision to restore 
the constitutional rights of 
loyal Japanese evacuees, there�
by allowing them to return to 
their West Coast homes if they 
desire. WilLÿûu not use your 
power toward that end?

MARY E. LIGGETT.
Editors Note—We will not.
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itor of The Bee-^Sir: I think  
ry nice of The Bee to let the | 

people discuss the Japanese sub�
ject pro and cen in the Public j  
Thinks coinoin/ We'* a|l know a 
Japanese is E�¿qjapânesfj but some ; 
ar_e differentirf~ principle. They  
are just like other people.

Now, we as Negro people, have 
helped the United States in every | 
war she ever had. Nobody can 
béat us on the firing line if we j  
have the guns and ammunition. 
And we get no credit for it. 
r The Thirteenth, Fourteenth J 

and Fifteenth Amendments to our 
constitution were made for the 
Negro, to set him free, make him 
a Citizen and give him the right 
to vote. Because I was born in 
the United States, I am a citizen, 
and I am subject to the laws. If a 
Japanese is born in the United 
States and is â citizen, where 
else can he be a citizen? No�
where!

If we want to stop wars, the 
majority is going to have to hear 
the minority, because some day 
the minority will get together. 
We know we can do things if 
we get together, so let us all unite 
and win the war and quit trying 
to grab everything for one group.

As tor the Japanese who bavé 
proved themselves to be good 
citizens, just let them alone and 
keep your prejudice to yourself, 
because prejudice is ignorance 
and belongs to uncivilized and un- 
Çhristianized nations.

Let us stop our abuse of the 
Japanese and be Christian and 
win^fte war so our boys can come 
hojfie. I am doing my best, to 
Jrelp the government. I am 74 
^ears old, and I work a full day 
at the packing plant trying to 
help win this war.

Fresno. J. M. STANDIFER.
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A pproval
Editor of The Bee — Sir: The 

war department order to permit 
American citizens of Japanese an�
cestry whose loyalty has been j  
established to'-ihe satisfaction of 
the department! to y-eturn, to their 
homes on the Pacific Coast meets j 
with my approval. ,

I believe all law abiding citi-j 
zens will respect the civil rights 
which have been restored to these 
American citizens.

I am convinced attacks on the| 
rights of any minority tend to 
undermine the rights of the 
majority. LILAH BRADFORD.
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CITES MATSUOKA

« happened to run
across Triesday^ November 28 and 
read the “Let the People Speak”1 
column. I read the letter signed 

! Grandma.” I don’t mind saying f  
was shocked, to say the least. I 
don t pretend to be a Japanese 
sympathizer, but—

I wonder if the person who wrote 
it read in the paper about Peter 
Matsuoka, who got -killed overseas 
m the Pacific and another boy I 
don t remember what his name is, 
who lost a leg and^who is now in 
Sebastopol. These boys were fight« 
mg Japanese, but they were Jap�
anese—J apanese who, according to 
,  Grandma” were “poli tical spies.” 
v  just hope ‘Grandma” read' that 
and thinks it over.

A AJery Disgusted Press 
Democrat Reader. - 

P.S. I am not saying all Jap�
anese are loyal Americans.

SOLDIER’S PLAIN WORDS
*-

Editor: You have recently^ print3 
gd several anonymous and oiiel, 
signed letter opposing the entry off: 
persons of Japanese ancestry into ' 
this state. Most of these bashful 
Authors probably have never even 
been well acquainted with any 
Japanese or other Orientals per�

sonally.
I have served almost three years ! 

pverseas in Hawaii—went to boot 
camp together with a number o f !, 
A.J.A. _ boys, as well as Chinese, || 
Hawaiian and others; slept in the || 
.same tent for weeks with five Jap- II 
anese boys; also became well ac�
quainted with several of their 
families. I wish to say that they 
-are,Just as good as the rest of us 
and certainly just as much entitled 
to respect and fair treatment, both 
now and after the war, as any of 
us. There are several that I am 
proud to have as personal friends 

| and whom I would be glad to have 
as neighbors. Some of them have] 
already given their lives for us in 
I taly '

The Native Sons of the Goldenl 
West seem to think that because L 
they were born here fnumerous $ 
other people have been born here,!! 
too, for that matter*) they are in i 
some mysterious way better than! 
anyone else and entitled to sit as] 
judges as to whether or not other! 
people are fit to live here. i

Nothing couljLiltwwiKQore discour-51 
aging (^jtpakffour w a\effort seem

so futile^asto come bacW and find 
that the “Native Sons’ ” ffcilo sophy 
had prevailed—that racial intoler�
ances and ignorant hatreds have 
spread and divided our people— j 
that while we fought abroad, sup- ' 
posedly to. achieve a greater de�
gree of justice and equality than< 
now prevails over most of the 
world, these pseudopatriots at] 
home destroyed from within every-1 
thing we were fighting for.

I notice that Santa Rosa has only 
achieved a bit Over’ half its quota] 
in the current war bond drive. In 
Hawaii we exceeded our quotas | 
every time so far—and the Jap- 
anese citizens there bought a large 
share of them. Your editorial “S.l 
R. Must Keep Respect of Boys andl 
Girls in Service” will mean morel 
if the good citizens of S. R. dig intol 
their pockets and -top their quotal 
instead of wasting their time ml 
senseless jitters because a few peo�
ple of Japanese ancestry happen tc 
live in the state. . _

Inclosed you will find the moneyl 
to buy a bond to help out the Santal 
Rosa quota. Good luck, and I hopel 
you make it.. I

P Sincerely, i
SERVlGEMfCN.
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Editor of The Bee-^-Sir: I have 
read with interest of late what 
has been said about the Japa�
nese people returning to the 
west coast.

My idea wpdfd be¥o keep them 
in “J® camps; they have been in 
tor the duration of the war. Thev 
have been doing very well in 
California camps where they had 
nice beef to eat but when they 
were shipped to other states and
the limftat smoked ham> that was

The .government did wrong in 
scattering the Japanese all over * 

nfat+n”‘ We. need not think ��
th i °f t *enl  Wl11 c03?16 back to 
r +t,coast’ because quite a few 

of them will adapt themselves to 
the places they have been sent 
to-especially the younger class. 

Many people on the west coast
Tanalf the JaPanese back to 
f apan* **Fhey are no more our 
enemy than the Germans. Next 
thing it will be to ship out the
beSie finto %  ETnglish- !t should 
." .v f  to. the Indians, the only 
real Americans, as to who should
Would hUt’ an(? they probably Would ( ha™ quit. a vbtt to say

„ Eet us make the best of it 
ana go along according to the 
laws of our nation.

F resno.^ - j u s t  A CITIZEN.
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POSER ^  . . .
In the first-days of the new congressional session, the 

California delegation will face one problem bristling with 
trouble: W hat’s to be done with more than 15,000 Japanese- 
Americans proven disloyal to the U. S. bnt not subject under
law to deportionf; ;

Mainly "from the west coast, the faithless Japs (all of 
whom have sought to retract their first avowals of Nip alle-J 
giance) pose a question that may endure^ as long as they do. 
Nevertheless: California expects a solution—THIS YEAR!
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Wh£*rrrnr4roops in northern Italy march on V-J  

Day, 3000 Japanese-American veterans will lead the 
parade.

These Nisei troops are accustomed to be out in front 
in battle, so the Army Command decided they had earned 
that position in the peace celebration. They forced open 
the mountain barrier to Strasbourg. They rescued from 
the Germans the famous lost battalion of the 36th 
Infantry.

Their unit casualties during the war were three 
times as large as their original battle strength. Their 
AWOL record was phenomenally low—of the total of six, 
half skipped hospital beds to slip back into combat. In 
the V-J Day march they will carry their battle flag with  
its four unit combat citations three of them Presidential 
awards.

Their fellow Americans of the 168th Infantry Regi�
ment stationed nearby have sent these Nisei of the 100th 
Battalion and 442nd Infantry Regiment a document of 
appreciation for their “heroic and meritorious achieve�
ments,” and a pledge of help during the readjustment j

period back home. v
May that friendly help not be needed when thes 

Nisei are welcomed back to their America and ours.
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can highlvay scandal.
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The worst thing about the Japs, as demon�

strated so far in this war, is th/ur shiftiness. 
They started with a “sneak attack” which ig�
nored the rules of war to which they themselves 
were pledged to adhere, and they continue their 
sneaking. Still worse are the barbarities they 
have committed.

It is impossible, of course, to indict a whole 
nation, and there are probably plenty of good 
and honorable people among the Japanese. But 
certainly this cannot be said of the leaders who 
precipitated the present war and set the pattern 
for its operation. Much of it is pure savagery, 
hardly possible in a really civilized race, and 
practiced not merely by irresponsible individuals, 
but initiated by the military leaders.

Thus it has become inevitable that, while the 
enemy resorts to such barbarous methods, the 
Allies are obliged to utilize the new, scientific 
procedures whereby they can best defend them�
selves. And these are weapons as superior to 
rhose of the Japanese as the Japs’ own weapons 
<jfe superior to the bows and arrows of their 
ancestors.

Against the terrific atomic weapons provided 
by our scientists, they are helpless. The small�
est of weapons, the atom, becomes the greatest) 
and science, which develops them, becomes 
supreme..
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What a grand and glorious feeling it is 
to know that democracy as we know it 
works magnificently in war-time and that 
the citizens melting pot which we have 
devised for men and women of the earth 
makes the United States of America the 
model, government of many lands. Those 
who have come from foreign countries to 
become citizens here appreciate our bless�
ings, and millions of their softs and de�
scendants are American to the core.

It should be unnecessary to recite what 
good soldiers the American boys of any 
national strains made in this victory, whe�
ther German, Italian , F*rench, Chinese, 
/Russian or Japanese but the Nisei seem 
singled out in World War II for the great�
est publicity on this score, perhaps because 
of the doubt, and high feeling against their 
forebears. However it is good to know 
of Jap-American loyalty and valor even 
if played up and over emphasized by some 
publicity agents. The Nisei soldier with his 
knowledge of the Japanese people and 
often speaking their language should 
prove invaluable in the present occupa�
tion of Japan and they can do a great 
service to the America of their birth and 
all the world by preaching the gospel of 
the freedoms and the Alantic Charter 
in the land of their ancestors, a land that 
sword rattlers have ruled and ruined. 
American-born Japanese may have much 
missionary work to do and they have the 
intelligence and the energy to help put 
Japan on the road to renascence and rele�
gate its mysticisms to the fanciful class of 
Greek mythology which once gripped the 
ancients before the world was better in�
formed and more enlightened. Thunder�
ing Joves of Japan and high priests of its 
shrines must hearken to the call of peace 
as called to their attention by the allied 
occupation of their islands, and by sons 
of Japanese raised and educated in the 
United States, a country for which many 
gladly fought and died.

General MacArthur’s coming will be 
a stirring experience for the Nips. The 
yeast of a new destiny is visioned. The 
day of “never the twain may meet” has 
winged its way to the scrap heap now that 
allied air might charts its ever expanding 
course and the atomic bomb makes hu�
man beings potential brothers, like it or 
not. All at last must get along or disinte�
grate into deep silence from which no 
traveler ’ere returns with data for com�
parison. The die-hards will live longer and 
breathe easier if they have faith and are 
alert to this world’s newest picture-science, 
handmaiden of peace and brotherhood. 
Preached for centuries, the lesson of the 
brotherhood of man will universally now 
be subscribed to. The survival of man�
kind depends upon it, enforced or em�
braced.

Brotherhood is the understanding of 
one another. Its interpretation should 
be liberal by all means, not radical.
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A Japartese-Araerican girl from tha Poston, 
Ariz., relocation center took a business college 
course in Des Moines and then made a score ] 
of 99 per cent in a federal c iv il service exam ina�
tion. Few girls ever make such a good m ark / 
You have to credit the young Japanese, who 
have suffered from displacement and public 
hostility, w ith  courage as they try to make a[ 

i w ay for them selves.
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M istilyn Shopmen
ThcBe pk^picipal Railway shopmen 

who refuse to  work w ith a returned 
Japanese-Am erican m achin ist are re�
grettably misguided. They may feel 
inspired by patriotic impulses, but that 
brand of “patriotism ” will do America  
nò good.

This country of ours, w ith m ilitary  
m ight born of tremendous productive 
power, has won a war against three ag�
gressors whose am bition was to enslave 
the world. We have come out of the war 
the one safe haven of hum an liberty and 
we propose to remain strong enough to 
keep it  so. . -

I The surest way to break down ind i�
vidual liberty is to foster intolerance, 
suspicion, hate of fellow  citizens. Those 
are the com ponents of * despotism, the 
instrum ents of dictators. When they 
are allowed to breed in any com m unity 
tha t com m unity becomes diseased and 
every citizen is affected.

The authority of the United States 
Government, to which every one of the 
objecting shopm en unequivocally sub�
scribes, we hope, is behind the right of 
the Japanese-Am erican citizen to re�
turn to San Francisco and seek employ�
m ent. His right is the sam e as tha t of 
every fellow  citizen. Those who would 
deny him  tha t r ight are, in effect, 
denying the authority of their own Gov�
ernm ent. I f tha t is patriotism , we want 
hone of it  in free America.

To bring the issue closer home, sup�
pose the shopm en ^give thought to the 
reflection their in tolerance casts upon 
the nam e of their city. San Francisco, 
am ong its other distinguishing charac�
teristics, has a firm reputation' for 
racial, and religious tolerance. The East 
and thè W est have m et here and learned 
to  live together in am ity and good will. 
Much of the city ’s fam e rests upon the 
varied character and racial backgrounds 
o f its population. Of all cities on the 
West Coast th is is the last tha t should 
be guilty o f racial discrim ination.

The Muni shopm en should lay aside 
their m omentary emotions and do some 
sound th ink ing upon the broader aspects 
of their hasty refusal to perm it a fellow 
citizen of Japanese ancestry to work 
am ong them .

Incidentally Mayor Lapham % and  
U tilities Mgr. Cahill deserve com m enda�
tion for courageously appearing before 
the shopm en to urge reconsideration o t* 
their action. - , ■ jr
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Good Americans

Mmiicip;
I mended for their action in voting in 

favor of the continued employment 
I of Takeo Miyama, Japanese-American.
I They did so by the democratic process of

I Especially do they deserve th^ b n r n -

bation of their fellow  citizens—of whom 
Miyama is one by right of birth—becaus. 
the situation had all the elements of a 
racial crisis, one which could well have
set the pattern for intolerance, both 
active and passive.

This may have been an exceptional 
case, since it was a civil service m atter, 
and all the legalities were w ith the Nisei. 
But it could well serve as a bright exam �
ple in private employment.

There will be m any sim ilar cases,

H P 1 .....................̂
involving men and women of many races. 
R ight to work is fundam ental, and the 
r ight to. work on a particular job and  
at a particular skill is one of competitive 
craftsm anship. There m ust be no d is�
crim ination because of race, creed or 
national origin. Otherwise the war we 
have just waged at great cost in blood 
and treasure will have been of no 
purpose. ,
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Intolerance
Munijbipaf. Judge Bosley is to be con- 

gratulg^rea upon the lecture on tolerance 
he ga fe a young man accused of disturb�
in g  the peace—during which one-m an 
disturbance, the m an spoke to a Mar- 
ket-st audience in denunciation of the 
Jews.

We hope, as the judge suggested, tha t 
San Francisco not only will frown upon 
tha t sort of thing, but will not stand for  
it. We have just gone through a war, 
.whose elem entals were intolerance and 
the exploded theory of the super-race. A 
world a t peace has no place for bigotry.

But we hope that the judge, in m ak�
ing a sound point in his lecture to the 
accused—who was given a suspended 
sentence after he had pleaded drunken�
ness—is not m ixed up on  his constitu �
tional law. The culprit in question had 
a perfect right, under our Constitution, 
to denounce the Jews, or the Japanese- 
Americans, or the Negroes, oFTffre’Trish, 
oi lilt) wmui *of th is newspaper. Free-- 
dom of speech is a guarantee under our 
Constitution, which does not specify the 
subject m atter one way or the other.

In  such denunciation, however, a 
person is liable to punishm ent under 
certain civil or crim inal statu tes. He 
m ight violate any number of city and 
county ordinances by speaking in a cer�
tain place. He m ight risk su it under the 
laws having to do with slander. He has 
violated the law if he is drunk in a public 
place; or if  he is endangering life or 
property by being in that condition. He 
cannot be punished merely for the 
denunciation itself. If tha t were true, 
men and women far more notorious in 
our public life, whose nam es are house�
hold words for intolerance, would have 
been behind bars long ago.

When Judge Bosley says, if  he were 
quoted correctly: “I f any more cases of 
th is kind come before me, I w ill deal 
with thern severely,’* h is words arouse 
our curiosity as to the law under which 
he will w ith tbarn, ^ V r 'iT T fu l

judge, tiiaTyou don’t tibrow o u tth e  baby"  
with the bath water.

But when Judge Bosley says “We are 
not going to stand for anyth ing like 
tha t (intolerance) in th is country,” we 
hope he is right. We fervently hope that 
the people of th is nation, who sing of 
freedom^ringing from her hills; and who, 
in pledging allegiance to the Flag, speak 
of “liberty and justice for all,” will, in  
tha t spirit, speak and act, against in to l�
erance wherever and whenever its rau�
cous voice is heard; and by weight of pub�
lic opinion, in telligently, sym pathetically 
and honestly evolved, drown out the cries 
of those who would divide us to our own 
disinterest— and eventually to our dev 
struction. j r
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f fH E  flareup over the employment
A of a Jap evacuee in the repair barn 
of the Municipal Railway in San Fran�
cisco was settled by taking a demo�
cratic vote of the workers. The vote 
was two to one in favor of the Japa- 
nese-American’s privilege to work. 
The officials in  the Bay area also up�
held the democratic principle that 
any American citizen, regardless of 
origin, m ust have his rights respected 
and protected.
# In W alnut Grove certain suspicious 

fires have been happening. They are 
in  the former Jap quarter. Special in�
vestigators have been sent there by 
Attorney General Robert Kenny to 
determine if arson is involved. Sheriff 
Don Cox should be making a similar 
inquiry, as should the constable in 
the delta community.

Sacramento County must be kept 
free of outlawry and law lessness in 
any form, whether it involves citizens 
of Japanese extraction or any other 
race, creed or color. /
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By DR. i;ANIEL/A. POLING
i  One/of tlhr typically alert American officers I was privileged to 

mefeir oitjfhe /gothic Line in Italy was Gen. Francis H. Oxx. Gen. 
Msft'k Clark, 'Commanding officer of the Allied armies in It aly, had 
a reputation for calling about him competent senior officers who 
were also great humans. Recently, Gen. Oxx«:; 
designated three thousand Japanese-American!
(Nisei) troops to lead the V-J Day paradirat-Leg^i 
horn, Italy. Bearing their historic flag, with i t s j  
three Presidential citation streamers and a w h ite ! 
combat streamer, these battle-hardened men led |
15,000 GIs even as they had spearheaded the at*$ 
tacks last October when the passes of the Vosges’
Mountains were opened up to Strasbourg. In two] 
actions last fall, within three weeks, this Nisei! 
organization suffered 2,300 casualties. p g  POLING

In the Leghorn celebration, marching beside his commanding 
colonel, was Maj. Mitsuyo Fukuda, Honolulu high school teacher 
and last remaining member still in Italy of the famous 100th Nisei 
Battalion. Quite as significant as the position of honor accorded 
the N iseis was the „petition from Co. D of the 168th Infantry Regi�
ment which contained these words: “In appreciation of the heroic 
and meritorious achievements of our fellow Americans, the 100th 
Infantry Battalion and the 442d Infantry Regiment, we do hereby 
assert that our help may be counted upon to convince the folks 
back home that you are fully, deserving of all the privileges with 
which we. ourselves are bestowed. .Sincerely, your American bud�
dies, of Co. D, 108th Infantry, 34th Division.” j 

* * $

-These American soldiers, who fought' beside the Japanese- 
American units from lower Italy to the Alps, urge that N isei troops 
be sent home on top priority because their readjustment problems 
may be more difficult than those of other GIs.

* * *
In Europe the total N isei casualties were 9,230, or three times 

theur original battle strength. There were only six AWOLS against 
their records, and these s ix  lads escaped from hospitals without  
leave and returned to combat!
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^ a t the Municipal
bus b im M r a b e  commended for reconsider�
ing j^E stana on the Nisei fellow  workman. 
These men have shown them selves able to 
open their eyes to the light.

At the sam e tim e we are unable to find 
any validity in the reason these m achinists 
now assign for their objection to th is Nisei, 
saying it was not founded in prejTfcTice* 
against h is race but in a belief that these jobs 
should go only to war veterans and San Fran�
cisco residents.
, ®an Francisco is not a closed corporation 
but an American City open to any citizens 
of the United States. The only proper test 
for an applicant for a job w aiting to be done 
is qualification. I t is true tha t veterans are 
in  a special category in regard to employment 
but th is  is not one of the applicable cases 
Our inform ation is tha t a t least m ost o f the 
m achinists who raised th is objection are not 
them selves veterans.
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ir Bo o ks and Things ri
P - ■ / ,  /  '/ By GERALD W. JOHNSON "
HPHE feriróinfeht  
-*• hardly ever”—even

By GERALD W. JOHNSON:  
is never all on one side—“What, never? Well, 

in time of war. Therefore those who read 
Russell Brines’s “Until They Eat Stones,” discussed here recently, will 
do well to take a look at Ansel Adams’s “Born Free and Equal” (U. S. 
Camera), a paper-bound monograph of 112 pages illustrated with  
some superb photographs, describing the Manzanar Relocation Center 
in California, where some 10,000 Japanese, mostly American-born, 
were held in “protective custody” for a matter of two years.

Recently the War Department hks relented and Japanese-Amer-  
icans whose loyalty has been proved ¿may now return to their homes, 
even if those homes are on the west coast. Manzanar itself is not 
therefore so much a moot question now, although the legality of the 
government’s procedure is as much a question a* ever.

For that matter, Manzanar itself never was a serious question. 
As a prison, it was highly Civilized. It was clean. Clothing and food 
were • adequate. No sadism was practiced on the inmates by the 
guards. The physical excellence of the place is proved by the simple 
fact that the death rate among the prisoners was lower, not higher, 
than the death rate in the general population outside. Mr. Angers 
evidence indicates that no just charge of unnecessary brutality or  
negligence lies against the guards.

Imprisonm ent W ithout Crime
Nevertheless, the fact remains that it was in effect a prison in 

which were confined thousands of native-born Americans who had 
not been convicted, or even accused, of crime; yet the supreme law 
of the land declares that “neither slavery nor involuntary servitude, 
except as a punishment for crime whereof the party shall have been 
duly convicted, shall exist in the United States or any place subject 
to their jurisdiction.” The forced labor exacted of these Americans 
was not excessive; indeed, the only forced labor was that of keening 
the camp itself in order. But that isn’t the point. If the Constitution 
has been violated, the relative triviality of the violation does not affect 
the principle.1

On that point tl\e great majority of the people confined at Man�
zanar can come into court with clean hands. There were disloyal 
Japanese in this country, even among the American-born; but they  
were rapidly sifted out and confined in a special camp. Mr. Ansel 
leaves little doubt that those remaining in Manzanar are as lnyr] as 
that .Tn.pg.npKP-Amprif»p.n regiment in France that recently cut its way 
through the German lines to rescue a group of their fellow country�
men who had been cut off and surrounded.

Obviously the tragedy of these people is bitter, nor is it lightened 
by the reports that come from Japan of the treatment of Americans 
who have fallen into the hands of the Japanese military. Under the 
best conditions we have only too much race prejudice in this country;  
and even those who are ordinarily fair-minded when they are in�
censed by reports of Japanese atrocities are likely to lose their heads. 
Yet if we vent our indignation on Americans whose only offense is 
having Japanese blood, we are not only guilty of injustice, but we 
give the appearance of caring little about loyalty.

Prophylactic Against Injustice
Mr. Ansell’s book is an excellent prophylactic against that sort of 

thing. He shows us the faces of individual Japan£se=Americans. He 
reminds us of what they have been up against. He tells us how the 
great majority have accepted the situation stoically and are living 
under difficult conditions with quiet dignity. One cannot read this 
book and examine its pictures without realizing that these people have 
earned a right to fair treatment.

Indeed, why shouldn’t  we take a special pride in them? Could 
there be a better vindication of our cause than the fact that in the 
midst of war we have 111,000 loyal citizens of Japanese blood, but 
American birth and American training.

We have had much eloquence on democracy and the American way 
of life, but a ton of argument is less persuasive than an ounce of fact. 
Here is a demonstrated fact and an impressive one. The very people 
who, under a stupid and brutal military leadership are capable of 
appalling things, when born under the American flag and bred in the 
American tradition develop into sturdy, reliable citizens who can keep 
their heads and do their duty under heavy pressure. Does Americanism 
work? There’s your answer.

At the same time, while it is admirable, for an American to retain 
his self-control even when he feels that he is being treated unjustly, 
that is no excuse for inflicting injustice upon any citizen. The case 
of the Japanese-Americans ought to lead to a great deal of s$ 
searching on the part of the rest of us. __



Patr#» IO PASADENA INDEPENDENT, Wednesday, January 3, 1945

�!&���&��� ��A�
�"�!"� �6+=�+�� �2%��,� �"� �"� �1��*�� �6C�%*��,

	"� !1�� ���2�� �1+1$%+$� �2%��,

�1*12�+1� �+2���+2�+�� ��2+�*21=�� 41+61,=� K�� JL�M

�1%,��,�1�-�+��2�*�,N�2�

C=�,��6,+%+$� 4 1�1+�*�
The Japanese, friendly aliens and American-born 

alike, are on their way back to the Pacific Coast today to 
take up living once again wh£re they left off more than 
two years ago when the Army’s exclusion order forced 
about 150,000 to leave the Western Defense area;

With this in mind, it may be well for many of u§ to 
pause a moment to reflect upon the ideals and principles 
of true Americanism.

This contagious disease of race hatred which is rising 
in America cannot be cured by some miraculous new drug;  
will not respond to some marvelous scientific invention;  
is impossible to touch by any legislation. It is one of the 
evils in American life which can be purged only as each 
individual is willing to purge it in him or herself.

There is an ancient and charming legend about the 
first shoes in the world. A great king stepped on a sharp 
thorn in his garden. In a furious rage, he ordered his 
prime minister to cover the entire earth with leather so 
that he would never step on a thorn again. At first the 
prime minister was appalled. But suddenly he saw a way 
out. He said to the king, “Your Majesty, just cover your 
feet with leather, and wherever you go . . . on the entire 
earth . .  . you will be walking on leather.”

It may be a little far fetched, of course, but this is 
pur way out, too.

We cannot cover the entire United States with under�
standing and human kindness, but we can cover ourselves 
so that wherever we walk just plain everyday human kind�
ness will walk too.

And that plain, everyday human kindness will stop our 
lips from criticism, and eventually our hearts will learn  
that it,4s not the color of a man’s skin," nor the racial 
strains' of his ancestors, nor the place in which he wor�
ships that merits our like or dislike. As we plan for the 
post-war period, let us now fashion our own personal 
shoes of human kindness.

With such “shoes,” race hatred cannot be a thorn in 
America’s flesh. With this thorn once removed there will  
be no racial troubles on the West Coast to react detri�
mentally—yea torturously— on the brave Americans still  
held prisoners by Japanese.

Let the conscience and the American spirit of each 
man be his guide. ' ______
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R Eoi?nJ^Ni ^ W  of a congressional committee that
t o V preJ ent  the. return of. the Japanese
t h e s e s  V p e a c e  “ eS haS a dir“ ‘ fa r in g  on

Even before the war armed clashes between American
averted a n d T m “  “ 5? Ja?anese »«achers were narrowly 
averted, and i f  more dynam ic issues had not supervened it
is possible that this dispute would have led to Srious fr’ic 
tion between the two Pacific governments

Pug°teSoundgtoPthtc°R <? e continental shelf extending from b , t0 1116 Bering sea the Pacific ocean has an

o S e  this°nv L ?  i6W hUndred fee t  f0 r  a  lon g  d lstance fisheries! inia- vast area are the world’s finest salmon

except for com m lttee notes, ¡P ac if ic  coast fisheries

treaty between the United States-and Canada But the 
Japanese, who have recognized no rules of conservation and 

, eyed violated international law, have ma“ e a kiUtov on

� � � � : ��  � �  � � � �8 * � � Q Q R�

the^thr1 ,**!? ^  beCome at tim es that, theyhav?'crossed

eries, t “ t M  be deC ed b^the fiSh-
w ith  its m axim um  of 100 fathom s. Since th is she lf is irregu-

nur i v  °utlme G�	A� width> some authorities favor extending
Cleartv‘TthisSfserleS HfMcS 10 a distance of 100 miles viearly, this is a subject which will call for

w hen fina l term s of peace are handed to Japan The UnitPri

w hth  mteMar L then ? 1U *  ln a p t - o n t o d i S t e Uterms 
yet term^which^n ^ afcticabl® m Peacetime negotiations — 
yet terms which wiU be fair and essential to the preservation 
and perpetuation of a great industry.
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tUNS, AND JAMAICA NEGROES

�
AS^GR&W d E is a farming community and a coun-\ 

try town. To garner the cotton and vegetable crops, 
it is necessary to have labor. Be advised, you who are 
not in the cotton and vegetable raising business, that la�
bor for the fields is not “cheap labor.” I personally am 
acquainted with some American Negroes, who grew up 
in the South, who can pick 500 pounds of cotton per day. 
Yes, they start early and they work fate, but the rate for 
cotton picking is $2.25 per hundred pounds of short staple. 
Such a picker would earn' $11.25 for his day’s labor. We 
have some white field labor, both men and women, who 
can really put cotton into a sack.

But, there has not been enough local labor to do the
job. So Uncle Sam has shipped in German prisoner of war 
labor, and some Negroes from Jamaica. The German pris�
oners have been doing a fairly decent job at the picking
and are being paid for their work. The POW camps are 
not bad, at all. The food is quite decent. And they do have 
beer, and cigarettes, believe it or not, you folks who have 
to run from store to store seeking a pack of your favorite 
fags, or from liquor dealer to liquor dealer to find a case 
of quarts of your favorite brew.

G erm an s A r e  C ocky
The Germans are a bit cocky with our American sol�

diers. It would appear that we in America are leaning 
over backward to observe the Geneva convention. But, 
the things the Hun whelps are doing to some of our Amer�
ican boys over there makes the blood of the folks here at 
home boil in indignation. The Dispatch believes firmly  
that our U. S. Army guards should have loaded rifles or 
tommy guns, and implicit instructions to shoot down the 
first German prisoner who attempts to escape. Also, pris�
oners refusing to work should immediately be placed on 
a bread and water diet. That, we believe, is quite with�
in the articles of the Geneva convention. Another thing. 
The U. S. Army guards should be authorized to place any 
German prisoner on bread and water diet the next time 
one whistles at, cat-calls at, or otherwise insults women 
whom the prisoners pass, on the roads, or in their homes.

It is also well for plain John Q. American Citizen to 
know that there is a $25 reward DEAD, or alive, for es�
caped prisoners of war. If a few of the German prison�
ers who are escaping from camps around here, were tak�
en back to their camps in boxes, the escape attempts would 
no doubt slow down considerably. And belieye it or not, 
many American women are actually fearful, with the 
Huns at large. .

W h y N o t In  A r m y  ?
The Jamaica Negroes who have been working here 

are “loaned” to the United States government by the Brit�
ish Empire, to help in the crop work. The first reaction of 
this Editor is why in  Hell the British do not put the Ja�
maican young Negroes into the armed services. These 
Jamaicans have been coming into Casa Grande to do buy�
ing, That is as it should be. But, the Jamaican Negro hav�
ing lived in his own homeland where the Negro rules, 
does not like the treatment accorded him here, and, let 
the Jamaican understand that the Casa Grandee does not  
like his attitude. The manner in which a great group of 
them crowds into a store, to thè annoyance of the white 
customers, has caused some near disasters locally. Some 
have been flattened. Others will be, if  they persist in 
their demeanor.

The matter has gone so far that the British Consul 
has been interviewed regarding the matter, and has made 
inquiry here. Casa Grandees intend to keep the Germans, 
the Japs and the Jamaicans in line, or will keep them out.

R eloca tion  O f J a p s
Now about the Japs. The Nips are now legally able 

to leave the WRA camps. That is all right. But, WHERE 
they relocate is another matter. As an example, let’s con�

sider the case of the Dispatch. When business was piled 
up higher than the printers’ heads, and there were no 
more printers available, there was available Japanese 
printers. But, Casa Grande has had no Japanese. The 
community wants none. So be it. The Dispatch did with�
out their help.

A Casa Grande farmer could have had several Jap�
anese workers, all top-notch gardeners. He could have 
had them, if  he could guarantee their safety. He decided 
to do without them.

A soldier, serving in the U. S. Army, wrote to Casa 
Grande the other day. He is the son of Japanese aliens. 
He said that he was hurt that Casa Grande did not want 
the Japanese here. The few Japanese who have served 
our armed forces have done marvelously. They deserve 
a special page in the history of America. But, be advised 
that the number of Japanese, even those of American 
birth, who have served in the armed forces, is as to 1 to 4, 
compared with other American racial extractions. And, 
one out of every four Japs eligible for draft in the U. S., 
refused to take the oath of allegiance or to serve this 
country. The Dispatch will join whole-heartedly in an 
after-the-war-move to send those babies back to their be�
loved Nippon.



i <f U. S.-JAPANESE CITIZENS
V * '  Editorial from December California Legionnaire

How do Legionnaires on the Pacific Coast feel about citizens of 
Japanese ancestry who have served, or who are now serving, in our 
armed forces?

In the last week or so such feeling was expressed in three states— 
Oregon, Washington and California.

In Hood River, Ore., Legionnaires were accused of painting out the 
names of sixteen men of Japanese descent, which names appeared on 
the county Honor list.

The Cheney, Wash., Legion post condemned the action as “racial 
persecution and discrimination” and stated that “it appears to imitate 
the methods of our enemies and betray’i | i e  ideals of America and the 
Legion.”

At the meeting of the Legion executive committee of the Depart�
ment of California in Sacramento December 8 and 9, H. J. McClatchy, 
executive secretary of' the CaliforniaJoint Immigration committee,' which 
ha3 American Legion support, made a masterful report on the entire 
Japanese question in the state, ending his report in the following words:

“You, as Legionnaires, are bound by your oath of membership to 
see that every citizen does peacefuly enjoy the rights of that citizenship, 
because each and every one of you has agreed to' maintain law and 
order; to make right the master of might; to safeguard and transmit  
to posterity the principles of justice, freedom and democracy.”

“So, if, as and when the military authorities authorize the return 
of Japanese to this combat area you, as Legionnaires, must be the 
first to see that those citizens have accorded to them all the rights 
to which that citizenship entitles them, the rights which you demand 
for yourselves, the rights for which you fought, for which your sons 
are now fighting, And if there be any among you who would bring 
shame and disgrace on the American Legion by violating the principle 
of the Legion through denying to a citizen the rights which are his— 
then by those acts do you forfeit your right to be considered a goq 
Legionnaire.”
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Loose Screws

Japs with a, clean r/cord return to the .Coast.
Befofip we |e ll >qu a story most people missed 

of a clever nSnk move by which the Army saved 
a disintegrating situation, lets lean on the FBI 
for a  bit o f background.

When Japan struck at Pearl Harbor, our Japs 
expected invasion of the Pacific Coast and many 
armed to assist. FB I actually picked up Japs 
who had swords strapped to their legs inside their 
pants.
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The Army took the law into its hands and 
moved the Japs out.

Those who preach racial equality for political, 
subversive or emotional reasons did not find it 
popular to raise the issue in the days right after 
Pearl Harbor, but they have never quit trying.

Which brings us up to now.
A fact, unnoticed by most people in the head�

line confusion, was that the U. S. Supreme Court 
recently held that the evacuation of the Japs by 
the Army was illegal.

Which was equivalent to turning the Japs 
loose to go where they pleased.

But the Army beat the Supreme Court to the 
punch. The day before the decision, the Western 
Defense Command rescinded its orders of evacua�
tion, and issued an order to return to the Pacific 
Coast those Japs whose record warranted.

Thus by one day, the Army salvaged control 
over the situation, and if the yammering racial 
equality folk can be held at bay the Army for 
the duration will,..keep out of the'Coast the Japs 
known to  be dangerous.

You may be sure that the realists of the Army 
don’t like the spies and subversives any better 
than the FBLr  �.% � ��#� � �� *� ��� �� � ) ) � �.� $�.���) �

~  ‘ j | ''subversives, and their stooges, never 

ig.

ersons born in this country of sup- 
and American stock are subversive 

agents. It is important to  give careful last-minute 
inspection to every machine for war for loose 
screws, nuts—vital parts.

By bloody assault we took a hill in Italy, and 
our boys huddled in rockv niches, where men from 
the rear must risk their lives 'to carry food, medi�
cal supplies and ammunition to them. The cold, 
huddling GI’s eagerly opened tins of meats to find 
that the subversives in the United States had 
filled the tins with water.

Subversive leaders, and their puppets, try to 
smear those who warn against sabotage in this 
country, and call them “ghost hunters,” but the 
FBI and the Army are not scoffers. They have .

��#� are stories gleaned from FBI officials:

to handle the loose screws. /
/



. Not even the Japanese who are sincere in 
their ^esire to be good American citizens will 
find plausible objection to the position taken 
by Dr. Walter F. Dexter, State Superintendent 
of Public Instruction, against the re-establish�
ment of Japanese-Ianguage schools in Califor�
nia.

Study of a foreign language as incidental to 
schooling is one thing. But it is quite another 
when those seeking the rights and privileges 
of citizenship place major school emphasis on 
'a tongue foreign to Americans. This bilingual 
status of the Japs is one of the things that 
makes it difficult and risky for Americans to 
distinguish between the Jap who may be a 
loyal citizen of the United States and the one 
who is not.
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Race Relations on the Pacific Coast /
i I Jrltb ---------------------------

T he fo llow in g  is th e  th ird  o f 
\ fou r  in s ta l lm en ts  o f th e  te x t  of 
3�an  address on “R ace R ela tion s 
on th e  P acif ic  C o a s t?  by  F rank 
A. C larvoe, ed ito r  o f The N ew s�
��befo re  th e  C om m on w ea lth  Club 
��o f C a lifo rn ia  la s t F riday noon.
I Have we, then, treated our racial 
i minorities in a manner which proves 
our sincerity When we talk of inter�
national goodwill and the self-de�
termination of peoples? The an�
swer is—we have not. How then 
are we to qualify as sincere? How 
can we repair the damage? Do we 
recognize that we have a problem, 
and that the people of this state 
must do something positive about 
solving it?

We must recognize, its existence, 
and the necessity for racially mu�
tual efforts to deal with it. To con�
clude otherwise is to be completely 
unrealistic. But there is little rea�
son so far for it to be magnified as 
something encountered in a night�
mare, a view to which we would be 
persuaded by purveyors of synthetic 
gossip who go about the mischief of 
creating new barriers. Some of the 
stuff is worthy of Goebbels at his 
best. Most of the reports right now 
are about Negroes. Let’s review 
some:

Have the Negroes bad manners? 
Yes, some of them have—and so 
have a lot of white people. The 
white people are not so conspicuous.

Are the Negro men and women 
conductors and motormen on the 
streetcars offensive? Yes, some of 
them are—but of the list discharged 
recently from the Municipal Rail�
way, most were whites. For every 
impertinent Negro, you can find 10 
or more who are doing a good job, 
including^ the Negro girl who stuck 
to her crowded car when it ran away 
recently on the Turk-st hill and 
saved the lives of her passengers.

Is there anything to these reports 
of “bumper clubs”? Have YOU seen 
Negroes becoming offensive on our 
streets in a manner indicative of or�
ganization?

Are Negroes and Filipinos and 
Mexicans rowdies? Yes, some of 
them are. But many of our white’ 
boys are being arrested for murder 
and robbery and knifings.

Some Negroes don’t pay their bills. 
But collection agencies flourished 
here before the Negro came.

They rape white women? So they 
do—but examination of court rec�
ords reveals far too many whites sen�
tenced for that crime.

They want social equality, they 
want to move in right next to us, 
they want to marry whites. On the 
first of these three counts, there is 
none of us who can not control his 
social contacts. On the second, con�
sidering the places they live in now, 
one can hardly blame them for

wanting to move—anywhere—but 
white people can still legally impose 
restrictions upon their neighbor�
hoods. On the third, there is pre�
ponderant doubt. Usually misce�
genation is due to the ardor of 
whites, including some of our “best 
people,” past and present.

Negroes dress in such outrageous 
styles. Have you noticed some of 
the lounging jackets white people 
wear? And slacks adorning ladies 
of abandoned architecture? And 
the rolled jeans and flowing shirt 
tails of some of our bobby sockers? 
WE are not setting a very good ex�
ample!

Suppose we can satisfactorily chal�
lenge such reports about minorities, 
suppose we can admit that perhaps 
there may be some good in them? 
The problem after all is the nature 
of their real aspirations. A. Philip 
Randolph, one of the most enlight�
ened of Negro leaders, provides a 
list which we may assume applies to 
all racial groups. Here are. some of 
his “demands.”

“Employment of Negroes on the 
basis of their skill and intelligence 
in all branches of our Federal serv�
ice, in every public and private in�
dustry. This means a functioning 
Fair Employment Practice Commit�
tee with power to end discrimination 
in training, in placement, in wages, 
in promotions, and in membership 
in1 labor organizations.

“Equal educational opportunities 
with equal access for the Negro stu�
dent to all public tax-supported in�
stitutions.

“No segregation in housing, health, 
recreational facilities, and all other 
social services.

“Equality before the law—and 
abrogation of every law which makes 
a distinction in treatment between 
citizens based on religion, creed, 
color or national origin.

“Representation on -11 adminis�
trative agencies so that these groups 
may help to determine policies for 
all people.”

Let us bear in mind that, while in 
some respects paradoxical, these are 
the expressed desifes of a group of 
citizens—born in this country. Many 
of their forebears were here before 
some of ours were. These demands 
seek practical application of the fol�
lowing expression by the men who 
founded this republic, who won for 
us our democratic way of life:

“We hold these truths to be self- 
evident* that all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by 
their Creator with certain unalien�
able rights, that among these are 
life, liberty and the pursuit of hap�
piness.”
This declaration, with the pream�

ble to the Federal Constitution, pro�
vides a design for living in this re�
public. All citizens, alive or dead, 
have subscribed to them presumably 
without reservation of any kind.

Such principles are not divisible, nor 
can they be obscured by considering 
them against skin of a certain color. 
As we of today have inherited these 
privileges, so also have we inherited 
the responsibility of maintaining 
them.

The political approach to the 
problem thus becomes apparent. 
There is a fundamental religious ap�
proach, too. Some practical advice 
may be found in the 12th chapter of 
St. Paul’s epistle to the Romans. The 
idealists, those people whom the 
cynics refer to as “do»-gooders,” both 
by profession and avocation, add 
their persuasions that we meet a sit�
uation, created yesterday but de�
manding action today. Yet it seems 
clear that on the basis of stark real�
ism, of sound purpose in strengthen�
ing and preserving our republic, 
practical people must practically 
recognize their responsibilities and 
take positive action.

We talk in hushed tones of our 
diminishing supplies of natural and 
material resources and how we may 
by synthetic processes maintain our 
economy. We chain the lightning, 
harness the rivers, perform wonders 
in physics and chemistry. Yet as 
practical people we appear com�
pletely indifferent to our vast reser�
voir of human resources, of. human 
hopes, not only of our own color, but 
of other hues as well.

The ruins of the temples of dead 
nations and vanished civilizations 
stand all over the world in mute re�
proach to the rulers of vanished em�
pires—who thought they could de�
velop a dominant class of people and 
enslave or suppress troublesome mi�
norities.

If this republic, OUR Government, 
is to survive, we, its citizens, must 
utilize the best talent, regardless of 
source or previous condition of servi�
tude. We must recognize that mere 
accident of color is not the guaran�
tee of superiority; nor lowly or alien 
origin the brand of inferiority.

Those of us who at the moment 
have the say, must prepare to im�
plement the demands of our fellow 
citizens, realizing that the aspiration 
to freedom is at once the most ex�
plosive force and the most construc�
tive influence in the world.

With those who have such aspira�
tions, we must become better ac�
quainted—as individuals—so that 
knowledge may mitigate fear and 
dissipate suspicion. In a realistic 
manner, we must support legislation 
to help create decent housing, pro�
vide recreation, improve education 
and health.

The fact that San Francisco al�
ready is far ahead of most other 
cities in the nation is not enough. 
The issue is not one of comparison. 
It is one of sufficiency.

There must be hew support for the 
start which has been made here.

S��,��	�-�,,�>?
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kOf Henry Wallace,;rT' HE  nominatic

1  discarded v/ce'president of his! 
j Party, for the cabinet position of 
I Secretary of Commerce has raised aij 

smell that is rapidly covering the ; 
entire country. Even the Democrats j  
can’t take it, many leaders in Con- j  
gress frankly condemning the action. 
With few exceptions leading news- \ 
papers of the country have criticized! 
the president in terms stronger than 
we have read for years. The excep�
tions are the New York P.M. and 
Chicago Sun, owned by Marshall 
Field and ICO per cent administra�
tion, the New York Daily Worker  
and the Chicago Times, in a long list 
of quoted editorial opinion coming 
over the wires. Jesse Jones, deposed 
secretary, probably didn’t know until  
now just how high he ranked in the 
business and financial world, in both 
parties. It is very doubtful if Wallace 
can be confirmed by the Senate in 
view of the national uproar arising 
Congressional leaders at this time, 
seem bound to at least divorce heavy 
financial operations from his office,' 
even if Roosevelt is deferred to. His 
nomination is so straight a political 
deal, acknowledged openly by trfe 
president, that it has shocked Am; 
ericans.

TT/E BELIEVE that Governor Wall-  
gran is doing the sensible and 

forthright thing to advise the' gov�
ernment against relocating .Tapaiw» 
in this state during the war. The 
governor undoubtedly reflects gen 
era! public sentiment. This state is 
still in a war zone and will be untL 
the conflict in the Pacific has ended 
We cannot be too careful. Asid 
from that we can see no point i7 
sending Japanese into a slate wher 
they will be unwelcome at this time 
and possibly in personal danger. w ! 
do not hate all Japanese and w 
fully appreciate that Japanese-Am- 
erican citizens have their rights 
under our laws but there is clearly 
a right and a wrong way to handle; 
this touchy situation while we are 
in the midst of an all-out war 
against Japan. It doesn’t make sense 
to encourage their return to the 
Pacific coast at this time, irrespec�
tive of their legal rights.
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50 Years Ago Today—January, 1895 
News Synopsis: Odette Tyler, the pretty sou�

brette, once reported engaged to Howard Gould, 
will have to content herself with the $15,000 ruby 
ring and reflections of what might have been. 
Howard Gould, the millionaire, is to wed a 
Brooklyn girl. Miss Nellie Louise Wellington, 
according to the latest reports...L . H. Bixby 
has been appointed manager of the Banning 
wharf, the hotel, etc., at Catalina Islané., .  Capt. 
and Mrs. G. E Overton gave a delightful recep�
tion at Kramer’s Hall Friday evening. They 
were assisted in receiving by Mrs. C. C. Car�
penter and Mrs. General Swaine.. . J. tioas of 
San Francisco, the man through whose hands 
all foreign lottery tickets sold on the coast must 
pass before they reach the Jinal purchaser, has 
a suite at the Nadeau Hotel". .That'story about 
discovering $300,000 in coin in a cave in Mexico 
sounds very pretty, but probably has as much 
foundation as thè mythical treasure on Cocos 
Island or the alleged barrels of gold buried on 
the San Francisco ocean beach.

The position of assistant passenger traffic 
manager of the Atchison Railroad, heretofore 
held by John J, Byrne, has been abolished and 
Byrne has been appointed general passenger 
agent of the Atlantic &  Pacific and also of the 
Southern-California Railroad. His headquarters 
will be in Los Angeles. H. G. Thompson, who 
has been with the Southern California road, has 
been appointed assistant to Passenger Traffic 
Manager White and will be moved from Los 
Angeles to Chicago.

An interesting wedding of recent date was 
that of Miss Ina May Belville and John W. 
Whittington. The ceremony was held Tuesday 
evening, Jan. 15, at the University M. E. Church. 
The bride is the daughter of Mrs. J. P. Murphy. 

pAfter February the young couple will be at 
home on Wisconsin street, University.

25 Years Ago Today—January, 1920 
News Synopsis: With President Andrew Park 

presiding, tourists and visitors from Tennessee 
will have an opportunity to meet old friends at 
the midnight reunion of the"' Tennessee State , 
Society Tuesday evening at Snead Hall, 934 W est' 
Sixth street. ..Funeral services for Henry jC. 
Harrison, 73, who died at the Raymond apart�
ments, Ocean Parkr yesterday, were held/this 
morning from Bresee Bros, parlors in Santa 
M onica.. .Funeral services for T. M. Beeson, 74, 
pioneer jeweler, of 4270 Denker avenue, who 
died yesterday, will be held this afternoon from 
Pierce Brothers.. .Burglars broke into the home 
of John H. Gage, 746 North St. Andrews boule�
vard, and stole diamond jewelry valued „ at 
$12,000.. .H. E. Gunther and F. J. Barnes, buyers 
for the linen and toy departments of J. W. 
Robinson & Co., have left Los Angeles for New 
York on a buying trip. They plan to be away 
six weeks. - — — w

Financial men of the city and a wide circle of 
friends were pleased to hear today that Stod�
dard Jess, local financier, who has been ill at 
Palm Springs for the past three weeks, is re�
ported to be improving. His son, George Jess, 
returned to Los Angeles yesterday from a visit 
to his father and stated that he was progressing 
favorably. Overwork is believed to be respon�
sible for Mr. Jess’ illness.

Regulations of hours of business for grocers 
and food handlers was asked in a petition signed 
by 100 members of the South Western Retail 
Grqcers Association, filed with the council today 
by Neal P. Olsen, secretary of the association. 
The potitinn gpts—fnrth that there are nearly 
1000 aliens, mostly Japanese, engaged in the 
grocery and vegetable -business of Los Angeles 
and that their competition with the white dealers 
is unfair. An a3qJJES*klicense for those who 
keep open after regulation hours has been sug�
gested.
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/ r  y t* , I, • AN EDITORIAL.

When T/ME Magazine writes a news story, you can bet 
i your bottom dollar it is entirely accurate, positively true. When 
1 TIME  Magazine devotes nearly a page to an account of an 

anti-Jap meeting in Bellevue, you can be sure its editors think 
it newsworthy, of national importance.

That is what happened last week. TIME  started where we 
left off in exposing A. E. McCroskey and Art Ritchie, leading 
lights in the Japanese Exclusion League, as nothing more than 
promoters interested only in making money for themselves 
rather than to do any actual good for people of this or any 
other community.

TIME  told how Ritchie and McCroskey had watched the 
beginning of the "Oregon Property Owners' Protective League, 
Inc." in Gresham, Oregon, and had seized on the idea of mak�
ing a paying proposition out of people's dislike for the return 
of Japs to the West Coast. It pointed out how the name was 
changed to Japanese Exclusion League, how the initiation fee 
was set at $10 and monthly dues of $1 in addition.

It also revealed how the $10 fees go entirely to the pro�
moters — Ritchie and McCroskey — and there is little or no 
actual accounting of it, that there has actually been no tangible 
work done. The article told also that the promotors boasted of 
getting 856 names at the meeting, that they sold 200 member�
ships at $10 each, and hoped to get more.

What the article didn't tell is the fact that McCroskey and 
Ritchie have been mixed up in more phoney deals than hardly 
seems possible, that they have been duping the public in many 
ways. For instance, it is an unmistakable fact that McCroskey 
Vv as general manager of the notorious Sound Cities Gas and 
Oil Company which cost innocent and credulous investors a 
lot of money a few years ago. Ritchie was, of'course, press 
agent for the undertaking. We know that Ritchie, at least, has 
been mixed up in other questionable and profitable proposi�
tions, such as the "Thirty Dollars Every Thursday" program 
and a gigantic plan to raise $^00,000 for a statue to Negro. 
soldiers in World War II.

Ritchie is a promoter — and one of the best. Now he has 
invaded the East Side and already has taken out several hun�
dred dollars from those who don't want the Japs back here.

We don't want the Japs back here either — in fact, we 
don't know of anyone that really does. But we don't see why 
we have to be duped by a couple of promoters who set up a 
phoney organization for their own personal profit. All this talk 
of constitutional amendment, lobbyists, etc. is just so much 
hooey.

We honestly feel this Jap question shouldn't have been 
brought up here now at all. As far as we're concerned, the 
government can decide whether it is safe for some of 'the loyal 
Japs to come back. Actually, we don't think they'll come back 
and personally we don't think that a phoney organization like 
this can do anything about it anyway.

The point of the whole thing, as we see it, is simply this: 
Let's try to look at this important question intelligently and with 
our eyes open. Let's not let a couple of promoting rabble- 
rousers come in here and tell us what to do — for their person�
al gain. There was a meeting at the Bellevue school last night 
which aired the opinion of intelligent men on this subject. If 
you attended, you probably learned a lot. So let's let it go at 
that. And,, if the people of the East Side are as wise as we 
think they are, they'll drop this Jap Exclusion League and these 
pseudo-patriotic promoters like hot potatoes. j
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There is a historic appropriateness in the 

fact that, the largest single German sur�
render so.' far, and the first which can be 
regarded as signalizing, in its formal terms,, 
the ending of the war rather than a mere 
defeat for an army in the field, should have 
fallen to the 5th and 8th Armies. These are 
the troops who for many long and bitter 
months have been bearing the brunt of 
what they could not help feeling was a “for�
gotten war.” And they are also the troops 
whose battle-ragged banners carry the 
memories of the first great campaigns in 
the west, of those old actions against seem�
ingly unchallengeable odds which brought 
the cause of freedom from El Alamein on 
the borders of Egypt, and from Casablanca 
on the Atlantic Coast of Africa, to Tunisia 
and Sicily and so up the length of Italy to 
victory in the heart of Hitler’s citadel. Mr.  
Churchill expressed his satisfaction that 
their triumph is such that “it can be singled 
out and stands out and brings to a conclu�
sion the work of as gallant an army as ever 
marched.” Here is proof that their work, 
e.ven when it was least noticed by a world 
preoccupied with other theaters, was not 
in vain.

There is another aspect of the 5th and 
8th Armies which makes one particularly 
happy in this, their dramatic success. Al�
though they have been repeatedly drawn 
upon for other fronts, although some, at 
least of their most famous units, like Mont�
gomery’s “desert rats” or Patton’s armor, 
are now employed elsewhere, they retain 
to the end the character with which they 
began as a great international and polyglot 
army, embodying in their extraordinary di�
versity the one grand alliance of the United 
Nations. Americans, -Tnnnrir.sp-Amprjfang 
British, Poles, South Africans, a JewiSiv 
Brigade, Indians, Brazilians and Italians 
now compose their ran k sm an y  other na�
tionalities have served with them, and out 
of the common effort of all the first great 
mass surrender has been achieved. If theirs 
was ever a “forgotten war” it has now ended 
unforgettably.
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Incident ol^lOTless acts of violence against 
returned Japanese évacués are piling up in 
California. The most recent to come to our 
attention is the firing of two pistol shots at 
a Fresno home, one of which went thrpugh 
the casing of a bedroom window and lodged 
in the opposite side of the room.

On the same date we read: news, of formal I 
organization of the statewide California State j 
Preservation Assn, by several anti-Japanese 
leagues in the Sacramento Valley, having for 
one of its announced objectives the confisca�
tion of lands owned by Japanese, and amend�
ment of the federal statutes to authorize such 
confiscation.

There is a relationship of influence be�
tween movements of the latter sort and the 
lawless violence incidents that call for sup�
pression. Movements typified by the organ�
ization mentioned above are predicated upon 
the assumption that the Americans of Jap�
anese ancestry, for all their citizenship status 
and their loyalty and good behavior records 
which have won for them the privilege of 
returning to their homes, have no rights; 
worthy of respect and therefore are legiti-1 
mate targets of discrimination of one kind or 
another. Confiscation of their property wouldl 
be one kind of discrimination. Attacks on 
either their property or persons by gunfire,] 
arson or other criminal methods, are anotherj 
Neither has a justifiable basis.
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Unfortunate, '“But true, sentiment against the return to the 
^West Coast o f Japanese has caused a campaign of terrorism  
which in the past tour months has included 15 shooting at�
tacks, one attempted dynamiting, three arson cases and five 
“ threatening” visits, according to the War Relocation Authority.

Some months ago when the W RA announced Japanese 
would be permitted to return to their homes wherever they  
were, the Bulletin expressed the fear it would lead to terrorism.  
It appears we were correct.

The Bulletin’s principal contention, then, and still is, those 
Japanese who were removed to control centers away from the 
Coast at the start of the war should not be returned until the  
war is ended. If it was just, and necessary, to remove them 
then, it should still be advisable to keep them away until the  
war is ended.

W e recognize there can be no argument against? the right o f 
Americans of Japanese descent to return to the W est Coast, or 
to go anywhere any other citizen can go. That right is guaran�
teed them under the Bill of Rights. It was guaranteed them at 
the time they were removed.

The W RA has not revealed who is behind the campaign of 
terror, Secretary Harold Ickes simply blaming a “minority em�
ploying Nazi Storm Trooper Tactics, in hopes of getting control  
of evacuees’ property.”

If Ickes is correct it should not be difficult to find the guilty. 
There can’t be many who would hope to gain such properties.

No one will question the right of a Japanese-American who 
has fought for his country to live where he likes. He has proved 
his Americanism, whether or not you like the Japs. Some of 
them have performed heroically on the battlefield. Some have 
given their lives. Others have been wounded. No real Ameri�
can will deny them their rights. And, v the law must protect 
their rights, when challenged.



Secretary Ickes properly rebukes the West Coast�

states for their own variety of Fascist racism against�

the Americans of Japanese descent, some of whom are�

returning to their homes under authority of the army.

The repeated attacks on these Americans, under�

the shelter of darkness and anonymity, is a blot upon�

California which calls for ACTION to wipe it out.

Mr. Ickes calls attention to the fact that, out of�

15 attacks, there has not been one single, solitary pun�

ishment.

The farce enacted in the Auburn “trial,” where the�

judge practically put, the victims and not their offen�

ders on trial, is disgusting and a sound reason for the�

state itself to step in and prevent such outrageous mis�

carriages of justice.

In the other 14 cases, while in one or two it may be�

difficult to apprehend the criminals, in most of them�

they are known among the community, as such things�

are invariably the talk of the neighborhood— hence�

the local authorities are responsible and should be�

held so by the state.

The International Longshoremen’s and Warehouse�

men’s Union has demonstrated how to handle this prob�

lem—[decisively and with speed and firmness, as it�

showed in suspending a local from the international�

when members of the local refused to work with re�

turning Japanese[Americans.

We have said before, and we repeat, that there�

are two ways of handling this sort of crime. One is the�

local organization of decent Americans to make the�

gangsters feel the wrath of community decency. Sec�

ond, is for all the power of the state to be used to en�

force the law and punish the ones who violate it.[

We urge Attorney General Robert Kenny to use�

every resource of his office to bring the criminals to�

justice, and to remove or replace or override the local�

authorities who misuse their office to protect crime. J
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<■? Signs of Danger
P r o m  the radical American Civil

Liberties Union has come an an�
nouncement that a “bill is being 
drafted”  to repeal the Oriental Exclu�
sion Act.

The announcement also said that 
“efforts w ill be made”�to introduce the 
bill at the present session of Congress 
to be acted upon “w ith OT HER post�
war immigration legislation now under 
consideration in the House immigra�
tion com m ittee”

The information warns that some�
thing is going on in Washington to 
which the American people generally, 
and the patriotic organizations espe�
cially, should give attention BEFORE 
IT BECOMES TOO LATE.

With the public engrossed in the 
many problems of war in the Pacific, 
of an armed peace in Europe and of 
reconversion at home, it might be very 
easy for an alert minority to alter the 
immigration laws in such a fashion as 
to DO INCALCULABLE HARM TO  
THE NATION.

The great Asiatic countries, with 
their hundreds of millions of popula�
tion, could quickly overrun any occi�
dental nation if given the chance—and 
all of them look longingly toward 
America.

But this country has had bitter 
historic experience with Asiatic immi�
gration.

Many years ago—as James Bryce 
noted in his book, “The American 
C o m m o n w e a lth— the th r ea t  of

Chinese immigration to our Pacific 
Coast was so great that California at�
tempted to apply restrictions in its 
state constitution.

The s i t u a t i o n  was met by the 
Oriental E x c lu s i o n  Act, which has 
lately—under left-wing p r e ssu re — 
been mod i f i ed  to make China a 
“quota” �country.

Then J a p a n e s e  immigration be�
came a cause of alarm.

State laws were enacted AGAINST 
JAPANESE LAND OWNERSHIP  
and finally immigration was checked 
by an international agreement.

Nonetheless, when we were at�
tacked at Pearl Harbor the Japanese 
menace on the Pacific Coast immedi�
ate! v became a cause of much anxiety.

Tens of thousands of “disloyal”  
Japanese were rounded up by the 
Army and transported to detention 
camps.

What is the United States going to 
do with them when the Pacific war 
ends?

Should MORE Japanese be allowed 
to move here?

NOTHING C O U L D  BE MORE 
DANGEROUS TO OUR NATIONAL 
INTERESTS—economic .and military 
both— than any radical agitation now 
to take the Oriental Exclusion Act off 
the statute books��#�� to open w ide the 
gates to all of Europe.

Nations can be, and have been, 
conquered by migration more fatal! 
than by invading armed forces.

»
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The ¿rave and perplexing question of 

permitting the return of Japanese to the 
West Coast in wartime has entered a 
new disturbing phase, as had been an�
ticipated.

Unpardonable violence against Japa�
nese has occurred in a few instances. 
These are being magnified and distorted 
in Washington, D.C., and the East to 
give the impression that all Californians 
are bloodthirsty ruffians engaged in mid�
night raids on innocent persons.

Truth is that nearly all Californians  
are restraining not only themselves but 
any impetuous elements who threaten 
violence. It also is true, however, that 
this very air of tension was forecast by 
responsible elements anxious to avoid 
any trouble, when they urged that, as a 
military measure, persons of Japanese 
extraction be kept from the coastal 
States until the war with Japan is over. 
The War Relocation Authority, never�
theless, insisted upon immediate return, 
although most of the Japanese them�
selves were willing, as a contribution to 
the war effort, to continue to absent 
themselves.

There has never been any question of 
the constitutional “right” of American  
citizens of Japanese blood to returij here 
after -relaxing df military restrictions.  
But there was every evidence that the 
relaxation of Army controls wa$ forced 
by higher political circles.

Now that the very thing which most 
sober citizens here feared has begun to

happen, there is no excuse for the rest 
of the country to slander Californians 
with a general condemnation of lawless�
ness. We deplore hoodlumism as much 
as anyone, but we foresaw its inevitabil- 

' ity.
lr \ his comments on the suspended 

sentence given by a justice at Parlier, 
Cal., to a man who pleaded guilty to fir�
ing shotgun blasts at the home of a Japa�
nese returned by the War Relocation 
Authority, Secretary of the Interior  
Ickes persists in misunderstanding the 
situation. The fact is neither the jus�
tice nor the peojple of Parlier condoned 
the outrage. The suspended sentence 
was given only after the people of the 
community agreed t-hey would see to it 
individually and collectively there would 
be no repetition.

The fact is, as Ickes would learn if he 
took the trouble, that the great majority 
of the people of the Pacific Coast, while 
they do not welcome the return of any 
Japanese during wartime, are not hostile 
to them and deplore violence. They feel 
the action of the War Relocation Au- * 
thority (and Ickes, who heads it,) in re�
turning them is a mistake and would be 
a mistake even if the loyalty of every 
such single individual to the United 
States could be guaranteed. First, be�
cause it is impossible to safeguard them 
against the actions of hotheads, of which 
every community contains some; and 
second, because the presence of Japanese 
moving about freely here obviously fa�
cilitates the introduction of spies.

/ I
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The director of the War Relocation Au�

thority faĉ js some “major problems,” obvi�
ously not all of them problems of western 
areas of the phi led States, nor of their resi�
dents, but thè problems of Japanese, mostly 
aliens, or, aè the director chooses to call 
them, “Japanese-Americans.” One of these 
major problems has to do with the “reluc�
tance of old (alien) Japanese now in the 
established centers to be re-located because 
of the feeling of insecurity.”

Another major problems is that the Relo�
cation authorities ask Congress for 30 mil�
lions of dollars to help move the Japs back 
to their old homes or to the areas in which 
they desire to locate and Congress appro�
priated only 25 million for that purpose. 
Eight of the relocation centers for Japanese- 
Americans will be closed by the end of this 
year. That will require moving about 53,000 
Japs to the communities in which they élect 
to reside, and the cost will be around $185.50 
per person. Just a little side issue, of course.

Rut a “major problem” of the people of 
the West appears to be quite different from 
those noted by the WRA. They fear that 
they may not be able to prevent violence in 
some instances inasmuch as they recognize 
the wide resentment by reason of Japanese 
brutalities to American soldiers and civilians, 
including women and children^ brytalities 
that are not of long years goneTÌybut right 
in our yesterdays. And because that senti�
ment does exist the keeping of the peace in 
thè face of the return of alien Japanese to 
the places they “choose to reside” is a 
problem. ______

Generally tliéfe is no desire on the part of 
a great peace-loving people to retaliate for 
brutalities of Japan as reported in the Pacific 
areas, but they do recognize that resentment 
exists because of such brutalities and per�
haps it cannot always be controlled. That 
ought to be a major problem for the War 
Relocation Authority, too. So we wonder 
if it would not be the part of wisdom to wait 
until the war is ended, until there is uncon�
ditional surrender on the part of Japan, 
rather than to further, right now, the return  
of thousands of alien Japanese who might 
again interest themselves in sabotage in aid 
of their nation at war with us.

The residents of the Western states would 
be gratified if one of the major programs of 
the War Relocation Authority had to do with 
returning alien Japs to their homeland rather 
than to the Pacific commonwealth. That they 
are fanatically loyal to theirpwn country has 
been proven by this war; that they are not 
welcome as residents here is admitted. No�
body favors any law violations in connection 
with the Japanese and it certainly would be 
to the best interests of that alien population 
and of our qwn people if the $25,00<),000 
which is to be appropriated for Japanese re�
location were to include some trips across 
the Pacific. d


