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April 17, 1943

Mrs. Ruth W. Kingman, Executive Secretary 
Committee on American Principles and Fair Play 
2207 Union St.,
Berkeley, Calif.

My dear Mrs. Kingman:

Mr. McGiffert, in replying to a note of mine, asks 
what our Committee here is doing that is important.
TOiich brings up the fact that we don’t seem to hav e §. 
Committee, and it certainly seems as if Portland sh ould 
be doing something about it. I called Miss Mildred 
Bartholomew of the Y.W.C.A., who has been a leader in 
all our efforts to help the Japanese-Americans, and  she 
tells me she wrote a letter about this some time ag o 
but has heard nothing further«

Mr. McGiffert mentioned the possibility of your 
coming to Oregon to consult with our Committee, whi ch 
is, of course, a grand idea if and when we have a C ommittee.

Sincerely yours



Portland, Ore May ,7, 1943

A meeting was held, at the Y.W. C.A * from lOtSO to ' 11:30 a.m# to consider 
the work; of the Committee on American Principles a nd Fair Play and the possibility 
of forming a branch o f *this•committee in Portland*

There were eighteenpeople present, a representative  group* A ; list of those 
attending is attached#

, Mr* Don Fessier, executive secretary of the North west Institute of. International 
Relations,’presided* In opening the meeting Mr. Fes sier stated that most of Us 
realized that our democracy as such was something, we must fight for at. home à swell 
as abroad* that the Committee on American -principl es and Fair Play was one of the 
organizations which had this as its aim, being orga nized'to cope with the local 
problem qf. our attitude toward a racial minority o n the West Coast# ; He then 
introduced Mrs, Ruth Kingman, Executive Secretary o f the Committee#

Mrs. Kingman outlined the history g M  organization o f the Committee. Several 
months before the war President Sproule ôf the Univ ersity'of California and a number 
Of others, feeling that the tensions on the Pacific  Coast were becoming terrific, 
formed a group known as the Committee on Fair Play#  This was composed of forty 
or fifty members, a majority of whom were business and professional people# They 
felt that there were dangerous tendencies in jpubll c thinking,p&rti cular3y  in the 
failure to discriminate 'between what was hapjrfjhg  in the Orient and what was ’going* 
on at home among our American Japanese, . and the C ommittee* s aim was to combat 
this by furthering, real understanding and knowledg e of this minority-,group.

Four or five months ago these same-people got -toge ther again, this time with 
an enlarged group and a more varied personnel# and formed the Committee on American 
Principles and Fair Play* The Committee refuses to look back and pass judgement 
on the controversial matter of the evacuation. Howe ver, they feel that- since the* 
Government has ‘now adopted a definite policy in re gard to the American Japanese, 
based on recognized American principles, and .$•inc e:.they are continuously embarraassdd 
in their efforts to ca rry out this policy by press ures from the West Coast, that \ $  

the . time has now- come for us * to speak | out. i n support of this government-determined' 
.policy# While it may seem. strange to urge that we  support our own government, we all 
know that there are groups on the west caast who be cause of established and long-held 
racial attitudes are. raaking it difficult to follo w .the path the Government has* set#

The Committee feels that this whole question is of great importance because 
we are• getting von very dangerous -ground..Mien we  treak any group simply as a .group 
because of associations with its origin. It .is not  smart and it is.certainly 
not American# The Committee is interested primarily  in the problems of; the Nisei, 
■ but it is certainly not typical'of America t o ’judg e any second or third generation 
citizens ty what is done in the ian& of their ances try*

Another reason for our deep concern lies in what ou r non-white allies are 
thinking about our treatment of th  is minority v gr oup* ' The. Government knows what y.V 
Japan is thinking and saying about th is.and is defi nitely concerned; with what the 
people.of China, India and South America are thinki ng* - vie are eager that we 
live up to the thing we- say we are fighting for. '  ' We know' that there are many ' 
people uo and down the go ast yho feel that "a Jap* s.a Jap", but our govern ment 
agencies such as the War Departnent, the Department  of Justice and the. WRA do not 
feel bhab this is a reasonable attitude#

I jjj ,Mrs. Kingman spoke of conditions in the Relo cation’ Centers., basing her.. 
statements on a personal knowledge of the Topaz Cen ter, which rates second highest in 
maintenance of morale, the Minidoka Center standing  first. She called our attention 
ko the fact thaij disloyalty ahd low.morale are mos t in. evidence where the presure 
and discrimination against these people has been mo st severe. There has. been no 
discrimination in Hawaii and there has been no disl oyhlty there.' ' This.is. shown 
very plainly in the. response to the recruiting for  the Army *

She proceeded-to tell very vividlv of her experienc e working in the Topaz Center. 
She brought out-the fact that seven out.of ten of t he people in these concentration 
camps are.* American Citi z eus and that■ o ' these are under twenty years of a ge#
There is a higher percentage of colle ge, graduates  among,these Nisei.than among

leadership ability win. ch we can ill
Afford -;.t.p:; lose* People often.. raise, the que stion as to the degree of Am©ri c ani z at ion 
emong them# The -ansyier. should .b.e,. that they -  are, hot Amepic anizeà, they are A  meric ans 
■ Orga-A&zatipns that have worked with them know tha t• to be true, bub the press has 
not been willing to publicize it.



W® are ̂ not blind to the fact that there are- elements among the American- ■ 
Japanese wh<n^should be segregated. VJhat we are tr ying to do is to mobilize 
that public -opinion which feels that the whole bus iness of handling this oil a 
racial basis represents something" very dangerous i n American thinking. We 
need an intelligent approach based, on information which can be accepted as true. 
It is absolutely,, necessary that’the Pacific, Coas t be educated if-the Government 
authorities are to be allowed to follow the unifyin g program which they consider 
necessary to the war effort. 'j.

• College students have taken this matter' up enthu siastically* They know . 
the Nisei and know what it is all about* But public opinion j generally On the 
coast bases' its thinking on what certain pressure,  groups have been saying for 
the last twenty years* Kib,

Following Mrs.yEingman’ f  talk there was some discussion as bn thé organizat ion 
of a committee in Portland. It,was brought out*’tha t the methods of organizing ' 
varied in different co.nmunities,, but that it was usually.a yoor 'idea to have b 
it started and control]® d by an existing organizat ion. It was considered better , 
to haye a representative backing of interested indi viduals* JfThis can be 
aco mplished if a few leaders determine that the Go vernment’s program should 
be given support and that that part of pub lip opin ion which has .pot been vocal 
up to now -shall be heard* The point is to get the right leaders. 5If we do
n°t organize a group it is possible for individuals  to become members of the É 
central Committee, but .it would be much better to .have a local group which could 
meet local problems# 1 . h

- It has been suggested that since the policy of thetJ.S, Government was 

referred to in .the aboye speech,it .might be well to insert in this account 

^0Iuf. stut^enb as to ,,:ju&t what that policy is j' 'for instance a quotation from 

the Presidents letter to Secretary of War Stimson.



' ^9*1* present at the Portland meeting. May 7, 1943

Mr* Clifford Ferry 
Assistant School Sut$.

Mr* George Joseph
"tty. for Meier & Frank Co.

Mrs. Frank Cole
Fast Pres, of the Portland YOGA 
Belated to the American Friends 

Service Committee.

Mr. Don Feasler
Executive Sec’y NW Institution 
of Internetional Relations.

Mia a Jane Chase
Episcopal Diocesan office of Ore.

Mr. E. B. Mac*4 aught on
President of the 1st Natl. Bank f§v|

Dr. I. George Race 
Executive Sed’y Portland 
Council of Churches

Mr. Clarence Oliver
History & Current problems Teacher
Jefferson High School.

Mr. David Robins on
Rumor ���� ����������� Analysis

Oregon Defense Council

Mrs* Clare Johnson
Wife of Executive Sec’y, Central Y.'tCA
�� I | §fllyjigSpH ■ ’ $$ JI VA �� >*'�, 1| �� � �  É| i|  	 p vV,. ISÉffl

Mr. John Phillips
Vice-principal, Lincoln High School

Mise Golda wickham
Dean of Girls, Lincoln High School

Mr. Richard Nokes 
Reporter, Orggonian

Miss Dura ^ice
Executive Secretary, Williams Ave. Dppt 

Colored, Portland YWCA

Mr. Robert H. Strong, of Strong and 
Associates, Property Management

Mr. M. A. Earl
Secretary of Oregon State Industrial 

Council of 0X0*

Mias Mildred Bartholomew 
Department of Religion and Membership 

Portland YOGAMrs. Clarence Oliver
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Mr a* Ruth W. Kingman 
Committee on American Principles 
And Fair Play 
2207 Union Street 
Berkeley, California

Bear Mrs« Kingman:

I am very well thank you* I have just come 
back from an hourk conference with Mr« Morton Tompk ins 
from the Grange* 1 am glad that we didn’t get to hi m 
earlier* He is full of his state meeting and pretty  
sensitive to the responsibility that confronts him*
He had already written to the California State (¿ra nge 
Master asking if they have any recommendations* Mr*  
Tompkins is of the opinion that the Granges on the 
coast should stand together* He also seemed convinc ed 
that they should do a far-sighted thing*

I left our mimeographed material plus the state�
ments by Secretary Stimpson and President Roosevelt , 
and I put the screws on pretty hard about boys and girls 
exposed to American customs and American influences  all 
their lives being capable of very deep impressions no 
matter what colour their skins are*

Mr. Tompkins feels that what happens at this ft
meeting is particularly important because of the wh pleT 
series of State Grange Meetings, the Oregon Grange comes 
first* I asked him if he would like to be on your m ail�
ing list and he said yes*

He has three boys in the service* I told him Dean 
Ramsey’s Atory whop he said, "I have a son, or had a son 
on the Houston* My family has been closely connecte d 
with the Marines for 40 years* I have an aijrttale pup*
Bo you know how aix&ales hate cats,— that is the way  

I hate Japs, but this thing is an injustice.”
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It ha ppens that Dean Ramsey's father had been the 
Tompkins family attorney.

We still do not have a chairman. I am warming 
up to the place where I think I will ask Mr. MacNau ghton. 
(By the way, you spell his name MacNaughton and wri te it 
as one word.)

This morning we had a great editorial. I enclose 
it for your pleasure. I phoned Bishop Baxter about it 
at one o'clock and asked him to write the OREGONIAN .
Be already had.

I also had a letter from Mr. Sprague this morning 
in which he enclosed the debate he is having with M r. 
Pierce also Ex-Governor of Oregon. Sprague's stuff is 
pretty good reading I think.

After all this broke this morning I had to have 
a cup of coffee with fane Chase.' Do you know that she 
is leaving the Diocesan office? She thinks she has 
promised to stay here until June 30th and then she 
plans to go for a months vacation with her mother i n 
Wisconsin. You two would make a powerful pair if yo u 
could hire her for your office secretary.

Thanks for the new material you sent. I haven't 
had a chance at it today but I will shortly. I thin k 
it will be nice if you could write the OREGONIAN ab out 
this morning's editorial and I wish two or three ot her 
people

I am not fooling about Jane Chase either. She 
feels that she should do something as a long time b usiness 
but she has something awfully important to give to this 
Japanese problem and it might be just the thing tha t will 
introduce her to something right down her alley whe n she 
is no longer needed. You would feel as if you had a  rock 
to lean on.

Aren't you glad you came to Portland? I am terribly
glad.

Cordially yours,

Mildred Bartholomew 
Public Affairs Secretary

ENCS.
MB:AR
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This is a full�rate 
Telegram or Cable�
gram unless its de�
ferred character is in' 
dicated by a suitable 
symbol above or pre�
ceding the address.
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SYMBOLS

DL —Day Letter

N t—Night Letter

L C—Deferred Cable

N L T“ Cable Night Letter

The filing time shown in the date line on telegrams and day letters is STAN DARD T I M E  at point of origin. Time of recei|
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> ARD T I M E  at point of destination
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