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Aida, Feb. 19, 1945
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Wakiotx Aida, April 25, 1945

TALK WITH MRS. ATDA

1— Dillon S. Myer, National Director of the WRA had visited Tule Lake
on April 16 and 17. In a talk to the block managers, he told them
that he was not planning to 6lose Tule Lake and xk!; that the center
would be takenpver by the Department of Justicedf at the end of the
year. Evidently this statement reassured Mrs. Aida, for she was much
more relaxed than at my'last visit. $he did nct, hcwever, approve of
the fact that Mr. Kira, a notorious Resegregationist leader, had kmmx
managed to get himself and his family kxxm=fceoe transfered to Crystal

City./
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Aida, April 25, 1945

Relo ostion
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Aida, September 1L, 194k 1.

SEPTFMBER ESNMEMEM 1L, 19LL
FOUR NISEI,
TALK WITHM /MRS. MITZI AIDA, LILLIAN ISHIDA, MISS B, ANB MiSS S.,zNZ@Biz

Lillian Ishida, one of Bob Tsuruda's friends had promised to arrange a

s
meeting for me with Mrs. Aida, who had been at council woman at the Topaz
Y e

A

| of-RA
Relocation Center kmk before coming to Tule Lake with her husband,

Mrs., Aida was the only Japanese American career woman with whom I talke@/’ar T,

A B

—C

aﬂﬁ,~§he was edeo very intelligent, determined, and ZEmEEXX courageous,

I had been told that she wasxskxx she thorcughly disaproevved of the
Resegregaticnists{l (The woman pictured speaking at the Topaz council ==
on page 111 of "Impounded People, Spicer, et{ al", is probably Mrs. Aida.)

When kikiaw Lillian and I arrdved at Mrs, Aida's home, we found that a

V/// tea party had been i

arranged and that two othéé&%i}ls were present. This worked out very well because in
a group the girls spoke very frankly about their sentiments, contradicting each other
and arguing on cgrtain points. Lillian and another girl whom I shall call B. were 614 1
Tuleans. Mrs?| Neeen® and another girl , whom I shall call S.,were from Topaz. TLillian J

and Miss B. are in their middle twenties, Mrs)/Nedemwe is in her early thirties and Miss S.|
is 18, 7N

g o
v ‘A"

——

1. Though I had six rather long conversations with Mrs. Aida, she never
told me that her husbamd had joined the Sokoku, nor that kmx he resigned
from that organization 1X® after the internment of February 11, 1945, I

learned that from Mrs. Wakida on February 1l, [9¢% «




Aida, $ept. 1k, XRHEX 19LL

§; Mrs:%ﬁéé;ue‘asked me to explain my work, which I did. She then said that she felt
%‘ that the future was very dark for the Japanese in this country, but that she, personally,
\Y ‘had no desire to go back to Japan. She knew she wouldn't get along there. However,
the matter of relocation was not too hopeful either. She would not like to go back to
California even though she still had good friends there, because she feared the treat-
ment she might receive. The girls then lowered their voices and whisgfred about the
rumors of the indictment, with which they were well acquaintedﬁ' (Mré%ﬁN@ﬁu-n lives in
block 6, Mrs.WMessydades block.) The girls whispered that Mrs. Messmds and Mr. Megsade -
were going to be arrested. {.You better Lower your voices, " warned Mrs. , because
Fthey™ say that Mrs. Mebewda comes around and listens. to.what people say. Espectally
| at night she Zistensjundé? peoples' windows." SO R '
(o A Tl ko Taaned (et
Mrs.\Nmweme then asked me what I "frankly” thought about Mrs. Metsuda.) This was
a tough spot, because if I said anything uncomplimentary about Mrs. Mateudﬁ’it might
get back to her and her enmity is to be avoided at all costs. 1If on the other hand I
praised the 0gengyo—iji (status-quo) buncH®.bunch to these anti—*qengyo—iji“ girdis, «T
would certainly inhibit the statements I hoped they would give me. I therefore said
that I knew there were intelligent, sincere people in the status-quo group, but I
could not answer her question since it would be a breach of confidence. Just as I
would talk to no Japanese about her or about what she would tell me, I would not dis-
cuss Mrs. Mg#®ewdm with her. This impressed her. She said: "You know, they call her
Madame Chiang Kai|Shek heye. "
T chasert i fCav

A

K
FOOTNOEE, v I : fiir ke
[/ 1. During the first week in September, the matter of complicity in the
Noma murder was raised agains An ingestigator from thex#xt office of the \
¥ District Attorney of Modoc (County came to the project and undertock \
intensive questioning of Abe;‘Kuaatomi, and Tada, as well as such Reseg-
gregationist Lexxx leaders os Mrs. Tsuchikawa, Mexx¥k and Mr. Kira.
See Fieldnotes , September 7 through September lB.:RT

Since we were on the subject I asked her for her analysis of the strength of the

two groups.

71 oo : :
Mrs Lﬁiﬁ;;o- T think our group is losing out. We have a certain class of people here

W ) 7 k1 v 1g their own benefit. I'm going
ly swayed. ALl they're looking out for is t g
ﬁgosigikeiitm; owzyway of thinking. But, well, though it doesn't sound nice, there
are many uneducated people here who can'g_thénk for themselves. i WS
"The other group /Resegregationists/ brings out the fact that these peop 2

to go back to Japan."

(/// Lillian disagreed with this statement and said:

. n
Lillian: "I thought we were growing more and more.

.
/
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Do S o 38

Miss B: "But they make themselves more conspicuous and show themselves in public.”
Lillian: "But they do show themselves as a minority group.”

' J«O\ N
Mrs.C%;heﬁo: But the anti-gengyo-iji people say that if we took a vote now we'd lose
by two-thirds. ;

. I then asked the girls to think back to the time when the transferees entered the
camp and tell me if they recalled any significant changes after their entrance.
O do- ;
Mrs. Nakewo: "The Jerome group just wanted to make the whole camp over here. They
even went to the Planning Board, telling them they wanted to run this place.”

Lillian: They said we Tuleans were soft and good-for-nothing.

O 4 AAe, :
Mrs. ﬁﬁiiﬁb: That group turned out to be the Ka$ group. They might have had their
good points, but we felt they were being very unreasonable and were doing more harm
than. good.

They had everything written down and would put it in front of your face and say,
"You sign it." If you didn't sign it the next thing you'd know you'd be beaten to a
pulp. It nearly broke my heart when I had to sign it. (As near as I could make out
this was the petition put out in mid-November.) They said, "Don't anyone walk out
that door." I wanted to walk out but my husband wouldn't let me. (This forced signing
took place in the mess hall.)

Miss S: I fooled them. I said I was under age (under 18) and walked out.

N gwo-

(Here the conversation digressed to the Eﬁéami investigation.)

z(’. Y \/U\N\@.

Mrs. Nedsamo: PRumor has it that the man who killed #¥%emm is 43 years old and has three
kids.

Ancther thing - they went about it in dictatorship style. They (Daihyo Sha Kai)
used threats. They said, you do what we tell you or else.

Hael,

Lillian and{Miss B. (also 0ld Tulean) remarked that before the transferees came
in, while Mr. Pe®k was running the mess, the food had been "terrible." After segrega-
tion the food improved considerably.

Onda el
Mrs. Nedtmmo: When we ftrst came here the food was OK. After all, this is war and we
ean't expect Tuxury.

Miss B: The first thing that struck me funny, the people from the other centers came
in here and expected luxury. They said the latrines were bad, the food was bad, the
housing was bad, everything was bad.

(There was a note of injured community pride in this statement - i.e., the Tuleans
resented being told their camp was so rotten.)

Qda
Mrs. NekJWe: Fundamentally, they say they are loyal (to Japan) and want to go back to
Japan. Then they should be willing to go through hell to get there. Je were told
what the camp was like before we came nere. I feel that Washington is trying to do
the right thing by us but that often we're not getting what we should be from there
(the local Administration). I felt that from the beginning, even the first camp I
went into. Even if they get only five cents a day (in graft) from each of us, why,
they'll be millionaires.




FOOTNOTE - p« L.

The driver was 19 years old. ¥mx But among the workers ¥ injured
at the time cf the farm accident were two boys,xfixmimxmumxmixhunhwe
rESXEE one eleven and one twelve, /
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$e=s Farm Accideng&g%@w) 194%
a2 do. iR
Mrs. NeBmewe: I don't think they should have stopped work. I felt the accident was no
fault of the WRA.

Miss S: But I heard that the roads to the farm weren't so good.

Miss B: We can't expect good roads.

s > ; ’.‘
Mrs. )~ : And the driver was only 16 years old (not true). He was too young.

Lillian: But whose fault was that? The fault of the Japanese who hired him!

Qi
Mrs. Newews: [t was a good excuse for the gengyo-iji group to start trouble. I myself
felt it was the fault of the head Japanese.

Election of Representatives(@@aﬂf Q;/‘{-a. Kot |

[\)\: 1 B P

Ao~ : i ; )
Mrs. Wewema: Come to think of it, they did have a lot of nerve representing us. But
T realize they did call for representatives from the block. The people weren't in-
terested and only those went who were interested and they put in their own men.

Miss S: Still, they would have gotten them in anyway. Before you go to a meeting here,
you know who's going to be elected.

i::[-r_‘ xj 6. ~
Mrs. Neweewme: The Tuleans here were the Old Timers. The strangers who came in didn't
consult the Qléﬁgﬁmers. They were going to control the camp.

Lillian: They didn't like the idea of the old Tulenps having all the key jobs, either.
S

November 13 1§42

Miss B: ALl I know is that we were told, "Everybody go up there." If they can't get
what they want,they said they were going to do something drastic.

Miss S: They told me if I didn't go they were going to kick me out of our block. We
had roll call in our block. My mother said I was sick.

Miss B: The other group just stood up in the mess hall and told us to go. When we
went up there and then wanted to go home, they wouldn't let us.

Miss S: They had guys guarding the gates.

Miss B: They pushed me up to the front line. It just burned me up. We didn't know
what was going on.

Miss S: They announced it at the mess hall, and said, "If you're Japanese, you'll go."
]

L}L,\\:i o
Mrs. Nahawo: They read a lot of requests they wanted. I thought it was too much;
that wasn't the way to negotiate. That's not diplomatic.

= November 4;) 943 ,

Miss B: There were people running around here saying they were murdering people up
there and that we should rescue them. They were trying to get a bunch of people to
go up and fight them.
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by s

Mrs..ggféﬁc: I'll say this: I think they went too far in sticking those people in the
stockade. My husband almost even got pulled in. He's as much against it (Daihyo Sha)
as I am. A neighbor came and told us that the Internal Security had come and that he
should hide. I said, "He can't hide." I even got his suitcase packed, with pajamas,
toothbrush and a deck of cards. But they didn't come.

They pulled in many innocent people.

A
5 / BL.

(2% (Here' the conversation shifted to Mr. Huweke. Since these girls are on his staff,

-’

and Huyeke seems to have constant trouble with his staff, I encouraged the digression.)
' A D.udits

Mrs.éééﬁé%b: ﬂ%ﬁeﬁé was listening to the radio one day and he came dashing in to our
office and said, "I'm telling you these Japs are going to get beaten. They're going
to get wiped out."”

I don't want stuff like that thrown in my face, as delicate as the situation is,
it's not good. The supervisor (Japanese) just turmned green.

He (Mr. Huweke) 718 always giving you the air that "I have the power to throw you
into the stockade' anytime."

£,

<f—--’Sokoku Kenkyu Seinﬁﬁ—dan:

(I thought the girls' reaction to the pro-Japanese Seingn—dan would be interesting.
It was.)

o
Miss B: I say this new Seinin-dan 18 far away from me. They're far away from me.
Mrs. Né®mo: But now they have reasoned things out more. At first they were vegry un-
reasonable. But now they've worked out some good things. Like these zoot-suitgrs, for
instance. They (the Sokoku) say they're going to have a heck of a time when they go
back to Japan. They say we must train them and I think that's right. That's all you
can do with those boys.

<“‘Coordinatinq Committee:
Q" 4{4 : s q s
(I now asked Mrs. ‘Mekemwe for her analysis of the gradual growth of popular hostility
to the Coordinating Committee. I particularly wanted to see if she would deny that this
hostility existed, as Mr. S, an old Tulean, had done.)
Cade
Mrs. Nakemo: To the eyes of the people they looked like they were working with the
Administration. It's looked just like they were working with them.

Lillian: They were kitsu ne (two faced).

éL—~QEinions on the Administration:
0 do B S o : .
Mrs. Nakamo: The Administration has been giving us the impression that they're afraid
to come here.l

s

~Status quo Vote of January; !/ :-

Those who were against the Daihyo Sha felt it was through them (the Daihyo Sha)
that we were suffering. I knew that the Administration was going to stick it out as
long as we were.

They (Daihyo Sha) should have left a lot of those demands out. But they put in
so many things.

1. Very few staff members visited or attended meetings in the center. . A number of
respondents commented critically on this fact.
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Miss S: It burns me up - I think they were so unreasonable.

dn d
Mrs. Namme: Lots of people didn't have the money for brooms and mops and soap. I
think those should have been furnished by the Administration.

Miss S: I think so too.

. Present Feeling Toward Co-op:

(I thought I would see how these girls felt toward the "luxury issue.")

( \ﬁ
Mrs. ﬁgﬁd&e: I don't see that it makes any difference. Those people who want it will
buy it and the others won't.

When I came here I got the impression that the Co-op sold so much fruit here. And
we didn't get any fruit in the mess. At Topaz we got so much fruit in the mess we

always had extra fuit in the house.
o

Miss B: They say that the Co-op was buying WRA stuff and selling it in the canteens.

Miss S: We hardly get fruit in the mess at all and I had to buy it in the Co-op.
QAo

Mrs. Nakemo: Here I have to ask for my brother in Topaz to send me some fruit. In

Topaz they didn't sell fruit in the canteens but they gave it to us in the mess.

Since we came here we spend much more money on food.

Miss B: We've had chicken here only once.

Miss S: 4nd at Topaz we got duck or chicken once a week.
by | \ {5

Mrs. NW#vo: And ice cream every Sunday.

Also all the other relocation centers got linoleum, but this place has none.

Miss S: Have you seen the personnel quarters here? They're positively extravagant.
T went into the personnel rec /recreation/ hall the other day and I thought, "Gosh.”
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DECEMBER 15, 194k
TALK WITH MRS. WKMK AIDA

W,
Z_At this time theAbetween the Resegregationists and the & supporters of

P
AAN] A
the Abe-iafatewn

~Tada groups had become extreme,

I called on as many
pecple of dlfferent ynix backgrounds and political sympathies as I could,

I wau&d:haseueali.d Mru. Aida, an 1nte111gent,moderate,nmnnmlmmﬁm and
relatively outspoken person. /

/T asked Mrs. Aida how she felt about the Sokoku ammmkmmmitmmmiriocson

(the young men's grouo) and the Hofsh dan, (the adult group). She began
by talking about thq<r§cent1y initated policy of =mxmx expelling members

who were not "true Japanese., /
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(Mrs. Aida was so incensed and excited over this question that I wender if
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interest in going to Japan. Does she fear that her husband will be drafted?

She nerself seems very American in speech, thought, and attitude.)
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_/_— On

December 27, 71 mehbers ef the Resegregaticnistg Groups were

interned by th Department ef Justich—Z_
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TALK WITH MRS. AIDA
On the Internment of Hokoku and HSbshi dan members (December 27)
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/ Mrs. Alda hxoixk said she had been tcld by Mr. Saadborn that Jeln 7

A

Bun&tng planned to issue and annou;?ement condemning the activities

of the Hokoku and the Hooshi dan. / She asked Mir me:
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Don't ycu think there may be trouble when the announcement
comes cut? ¥Hewerste IS Teferring-to tne announcementeBurling
plans. be-make. S Was trld-a¥ent this by - Sandbgﬁxw-) There may
be some kind of rlot by the Hﬁkoku.
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FOOTNOTE p. |
X,y35,00%, xgd,xmxgnﬁxummlkumxmmmhmunxmmmmnmn
/ 1. I asked because pressure to rencunce citizenship began after the

apmeanancemnfmbne hearings and the first internment of December 27
il @A ,-u:..«
xMxnkmpfimmymokamnmne spon nhsmhmhdmmnmhmhm In late January, most
of my other resoomﬂeznts?u me that people were leaving the
Rexmxxxs Resegregatlonst Groups._tpowsh,the mme persons who remained
members | wae 1ncrea91nglym/ N e an_
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Z_On February 11, the Department of Justice ordered the arrest o ARk ey
of about 650 members of the Hokoku xidx and the Héﬁshi dan. On the
EXEXHINE evening of February 12, the WRA Internal Security raided the

all of the Hokoku records,
Hokoku headquarters, confiscating (I was told) £ the ¥mk Hokoku EEXRELFXXX
scrodl, hhmmwhibemphm their banners, a Japanese flag, a mimeographing and
duplicating machine, and a large safe. (See Fieldnotes, Feb. 12 and 13.)
On Febrmary 15, the WiAmandrthenDepartmentri-drehice Newell Star published
statements by the WRA and the Department of £k Justice, mxyiwgx saying that

- N
the activities of the Hokoku and Hooshi dan were unlawful. ¥nemmahdagmhbiken
s, Zid o sEslss

¥xsx When I visited ,ber on Feburary 19, TPewchida-aposared/disturbednand

Sipeieec - Andeue Iy aRxbous, cecckec
ERErEEs xhnxxnxhaaenawanhnﬁnuudmﬁnnfﬁnemélgucnnncneﬂluchedc@uchec

she was dispurbed, anxic and angry. :
EXmmmenhegmiannemanioman ﬁhough she ‘had been very ¢ritical of the
Resegregationists when T visited her on M January 2l,she now expressed

compassion for at least some of them.gg Her distress is understandable,

because her husband waexahhhhnafwm had been #xxm formally a member of

the Sokoku, though, like several of my respondents,l he had probably

EXRpEEdxakkendnk stopped attending meetings several months ago,

XEmy f

1. /["See, for example, Mr. Kurusu., 7
is > ’
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