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POPULATION AITD ECOLOiTT 

The settlement of persons of Japanese ancestry into 

relocation centers through the process of forced evacuati on pre-

sents many strong contrasts with the usual patterns of co mmun-

ity settlement. These contrasts are reflected in the po pulation 

composition ana in the ecology of the communities settled b y 

evacuees. 

ximerica has had long experience in migrations and the 

settlement of new communities. Much of cur national histo ry re. 

volves around the movement of peoples westward into unse ttled 

areas. There have been widespread migrations 'before in t he 

national experience—migrations even of religious and rac ial 

^  groups. But the forced mass evacuation of a hundred thous and 

persons of a certain racial stock is without parallel in Ame ri-

can life. 

The people of Japanese ancestry in Military ^ e a 1 of Ari-

zona, Oregon, Washington and in Military ^reas 1 and  2 of Calif-

ornia were taken from their familiar environment and conc en-

trated in the various relocation centers. 

XI few more than fifteen thousand evacuees are now livi ng in 

the Tule Lake relocation Center. It is a heterogeneous  popul-

ation; evacuees have come here from California, Oregon a nd Wash-

ington. California has contributed the largest number of i nhab-

itants and from Washington the second largest contingent  has 

come. Oregon also has made its contribution. 



Most of the inhabitants of this community have come from 

rural areas in the three states. -9 Urban people have also  been 

sent here, however, from such cities as Sacramento ana Tacorna. 

Migrations are in general selective of certain age grou ps., 

or of certain occupations, or of sex* the nature of the sel ect-

ion varies with times and circumstances. But in the evacua tion 

there was selection only on the basis of racial origin. T he 

young and the old, male and female, citizen and alien, t he urban 

and rural, people of varied oceupations--all of them wer e involved 

in this migration. 

The nature of this migration has a fundamental bearing  upon 

the composition of the people in this community, if thi s were 

the sort of migration in which people were impelled to see k 

areas of greater economic opportunity, one would find h ere a 

far different population. Certain classes, certain age groups 

and occupations would have moved more readily than othe rs and 

would be represented here in greater proportions than t hey bore 

to the total population of the community which they left. 

Inste ad the total Japanese population of the various co m-

munities was evacuated• Only those who left their homes b efore 

the evacuation or who remained in various institutions were not 

included in the evacuation process. 

The composition of this community's population is in most 

respects very similar to the composition of the total pop ulation 

of Japanese ancestry in the three Pacific coast states. 1 

1. statistics on the total population are bathed upon 194 t0 census 
returns. The Housing Division figures are used to desc ribe 
the composition of the population in Tule Lake. 
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oi; persons 

The d is tri but  ion/by age, yea, and nativity in thic> community 

bears a close resemblance to the distribution in the to tal pop-

ulation. The similarities and differences will be discu ssed 

further. 

The material which has been used in the following pages  is 

not altogether adequate; the reliability of the sources of in-

formation is undetermined. Those who are in charge of st atistics 

in this community are not especially trained in statis tical meth-

ods nor are they especially interested in population composition. 

In the beginning the «var Relocation authority manifest l ittle 

interest in statistics, statistics were conceived to be ths 

merely an adjunct of the employment program. 

There are important gaps in the statistical information which 

has been gathered by the Division of Housing and Emplo yment. 

These gaps make it impossible to describe the compositio n of the 

population adequately enough. 

when the War Relocation authority census forms are tabula ted 

a tremendous amount of data on the composition of the Jap anese 

population in the United States will be available. The ta bula-

tions will bring almost unlimited possibilities i'cr st atistical 

analysis. 



The first group of evacuees arrived at the Tule Lake Re-

location Center on Kay ¿7, 1942. This pioneer group inc luded 

447 volunteers who came from the Puyallup and Portland as sembly 

centers. This vanguard was followed by three hundred ev acuees 

who arrived on June 1 and directly from evacuated areas i n 

rural Oregon. In the two succeeding days similar ccntig ents 

arrived from rural areas in western Washington; thes e evacuees, 

aggregating 647 individuals, came to the relocation cen ter dir. 

ectly from their homes in the northwest. The early arrival s, 

along with almost five hundred evacuees from the Clarksbur g area 

in California, were assigned living quarters in ward I. 

The general pattern of settlement in ward i may be roughl y 

described in the following manner. The evacuees from the po rt-

land and Puyallup assembly centers were placed in blocks  4, 5, 6 

and 14. The next group to arrive on the project, the evacu ees 

from rural areas in Oregon were assigned quarters largely in 

blocks 15 ana 16. The people from rural Washington were gi ven 

apartments in blocks 13, 17, and 16. The evacuees who ar rived 

from the Clarksburg region along the Sacramento River i n Calif-

ornia were distributed to every block in the ward. Thus C alif-

ornia people were scattered throughout the ward settled la rgely 

by evacuees from the northwest, according to Che Hous ing Div-

ision this situation was made necessary, in part at le ast, by 

the large amount of early shifting. There were frequent e x-

changes of assigned quarters from the very first day evac uees 

arrived. These exchanges made it necessary to re-assign vac ated 

apartments in order to keep the various blocks filled. 
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Between June 6 and 15, the tempo of settlement slowed 

considerably. ¿mall groups of evacuees entered the comm unity 

from Tulare, Sacramento, Karysville, Puyallup, and Tan foran 

assembly centers, The numbers, however, were insignifi cant for 

not more than fifty people were included in the aggregate o f 

these groups. 

By the 15th of June, there were 1,911 evacuees in Relocation 

Center. The majority of these people had entered the co mmunity 

during the first week in June. 

In the two weeks th t̂ followed,  zhe flow of in-migration 

swelled. Each day brought large numbers of new arrivals into 

the community, principally from the Sacramento and Marysvi lle 

assembly centers. This fortnight marks the period of the c om-

munity's greatest growth. 

The evacuees who arrived from Sacramento on June 16 were 

assigned apartments largely in blocks 4, 5, 17 and 16 of ward  T 

and then were spilled into block  2b of ward II. The large con-

tingents which arrived from the same assembly center in th e suc-

ceeding days, from June 17 to June £0, were assigned to th e var-

ious blocks in ward II until that ward was filled. 

During tne four days that followed June ¿0 the evacuees 

continued to arrived from the Sacramento assembly cent er in large 

numbers. Ward III like ward II was filled with these peopl e from 

then, 

the Central Valley of California. These two  wardsyare  composed 

predominantly of evacuees from the Sacramento center. 
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Evacuees now began to arrive in large numbers from the 

Marysville assembly center. Those who arrived from that c enter 

on June 25 were assigned to blocks 10 and ¿1 of ward IV. T he 

following day five hundred more evacuees arrived from t he same 

assembly center and were given quarters in the rest of  ward tv. 

The ward was largely assigned to people from the Marysvil le cen-

ter, with the exception of blocks 7, 8 and 9 which were re served 

for hospital workers. The groups from Marysville which ar rived 

on June 26 and 29, were given apartments in ward V. Ward i lies 

between wards IV and V, and thus between the two groups of m arys-

ville evacuees. 

With these arrivals the period of heaviest increase came 

to a close and a period of comparative ¡¿uiet set in. on th e first 

of July the population of the community was 9,056, a gai n cf 7,100 

individuals within a period of two weeks. 

There was only a slight increase in population during the 

first week and a half in July. The first groups of any siz e to 

arrive in July were those from Military .,rea 2 of northe rn Calif-

ornia. These people,came largely from the ^uburn, Linc oln and 

Newcastle area and from the vicinity cf Ghico and aridle y. They 

were evacuated from their homes directly to Tule Lake. Th e first 

continent cf 319 arrived on June 10; the second and sligh tly larger 

continent arrival on June 13. Ward V was assigned to th em, that is, 

that portion of it not already assigned to people from Ma rysville, 

who came from the same general region in the central valley o f 

California. ^ ward V filled, some of the evacuees from/Lrea  2 

overflowed into block 51 of ward VI. 



The general pattern of settlment in ward V may be describe d 

roughly in diagram as follows: 
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.iith the coming of the Pinedale evacuees the bcora d ays 

of T-ule Lake came to an end. By the first cf aigust the camp 

had experienced the major part of its population grow th, and 

the days of rapid expansion were now over. There were 15, 021 

individuals now living in what had been an uninhabited por tion 

of a dry lake bed a few months before. In a lew days over tw o 

months these thousands of individuals were poured into th e hastily 

constructed barracks, row after row of them, until almost all of 

them were filled. The largest city in the northern portio n of 

California was created with unprecedented speed, unprece dented 

even in this nation which has witnessed so many booms and m ass 

migrations . 

In the August days that followed, the population of Tule 

Lake increased almost imperceptibly. It was on Septemb er 4 that 

the maximum population of the community was recorded, cn th is 

day there were 15,279 people living in colony, accord ing to the 

Division of Housing and Employment. 

.»iter September 4 a gradual decline in the number cf e va auees 

living within the project manifested itself. ^ number cf p eople 

left for private employment outside the evacuated are^s , to the 

beet fields of Idaho, Cregon, and Montana. This work is s omewhat 

seasonal and many have returned from such employment. Many  of 

laborers will return tc the beet fields next spring. 

There were a number of evacuees who left for schools i n the 
for 

Middlewest and in the East. Others left/the Military and naval 

Intelligence schools to become students or teachers cf the jap-
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nese language. Some young wives left camp to join their  hus-

bands in the various army camps of the nation, and some young 

ladies as yet unmarried left to join their future husbands 

stationed dn army oamps. 

Other evacuees have left for various types of private em-

ployment. The War Relocation authority has adopted a po licy of 

given every encouragement to evacuees, both issei and ni sei, who 

wish to relocate in the Middle West and East. Mr. Myer is d e-

termined to make this policy work and is prepared, Mr. Shirrell 

states, to defend it against anyone who would attack it. n r. 

Myer has placed Mr. Shirrell at the head of relocation pr ogram. 

On various occasions in the past, Mr. Shirre&l has made 

the statement that he expects only those without a shred of am-

bition will remain in relocation centers, ne does not want to 

make Tule Lake too attractive for its inhabitants; he does not 

want the project life to become so attractive that it wil l deter 

evacuees from leaving. 

In a farewell address to an assembly of evacuees, Mr. S hia?~ 

rell described his new job and his feelings toward the pro gram of 

relocation. Mrs. Shirrell and himself were like the prover bial 

rats who are first to leave the sinking ship. He warned th e 

evacuees to follow him. "Tule Lake is going to pot, and y ou had 

better follow us," he concluded. 

It is evident from many things that Mr. Shirrell has utt ered 

that both he and Mr. Myer expect the program of relocating evac-

uees in other parts of the United States to develop subst antially. 
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If the present plans materialize large numbers o f evacu ees will 

be leaving the various relocation projects. The populati on of 

Tule Lake and other centers will doubtlessly show a substa ntial 

decline as this program is realised. 

The people in the Tule Lake Relocation Center oame from 

various widespread areas. They are mostly rural. But t hey hcve 

come from rural areas in California's central valley , from the 

farms and small towns of Oregon and Washington. 

Most of the people who were evacuated to Marysville, pine 

dale and Sacramento assembly centers were sent to the Tule Lake 

Center. From the Sacramentp assembly center came the lar gest 

contingent of evacuees, over 4,600 of them. The people e vacuated 

under Civilian Exclusion Orders 52, 75 and parts of 70 and 93 wer< 

sent to Sacramento assembly center and from there to Tule Lake. 

Over 2,800 of these people were evacuated from the city of Sac-

ramento. This does not represent the normal population o f Japan-

ese origin of Sacramento, approximately a thousand eva cuees 

crowded into the city's Japanese district from surrounding  rural 

areas before the evacuation occurred. The Japanese popu lation 

of Sacramento according to the 1940 census was £,679; o ver o,800 

were evacuated. Sacramento was the only city in Militar y area 1 

which showed a large increase in Japanese population acc ording 

to the Change of Residence cards of the Wartime Civil Control ad-

ministration. 

-mother urban group came from Stockton. Part of Civilian 

Exclusion Order 70, which included the city of Stockton, was sent 
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to the Sacramento assembly center. 

The remaining people who were •evacuated to the Sacra ment o 

assembly center came largely from the rural areas in t he Sac-

ramento River valley. From the delta region around Is&eton c ame 

575 evacuees. „ part of the 920 evacuated from the Florin are,, 

below the city of Sacramento were also sent so the Sacrame nto 

assembly center, the remainder went to Marysville. 

almost the entire Marysville assembly center was emptied 

into the Tule Lake Relocation Center. This assembly cen ter, 

much smaller than the Sacramento camp, contributed ¿.,4 31 evacuees 

to Tule Lake. Evacuees from Civilian Exclusion Orders 47,  46 

and part of 93 were sent to the ^rboga center at Marysvil le. 

The first two Exclusion Orders included 1487 persons ev acuated 

from that part of Placer county which lies within Milit ary .,rea 1 

Within this area there was included the heavily concentr ated 

enclave around ^uburn, Loomis, Penryn and Newcastle. Tha t part 

of Placer county lying in Military Area £ was evacuated dir ectly 

to Tule Lake. The part of the people evacuated under Civil ian 

Exclusion Order 93 that didn't go to the Sacramento cent er, were 

sent to Marysville. They were, of course, joined together again 

at Tule Lake. 

Almost the total population of the Pinedale assembly cente r 

was transferred to Tule Lake. IText to the Sacramento  center, 

Pinedale made the largest contribution to the populatio n of Tule 

Lake  • 

Most of the people evacuated to pinedale came from rural 

regions of western Washington. When plans for making Topp enish 
Fair Grounds 
an assembly center were abandoned, it became necessary to send 
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part of the evacuees i'rom the northwest to c*n assembly center 

in California "until the relocation program materialis ed. 

The evacuees sent to Pinedale were predominantly rural. 

From the Hood River are^ in northern Oregon 555 were evac uated 

to  Pine dale.  There were evacuees i'rom the region around ..uburn 

Washington in Pinedale. Part of northern Sacramento co unty, north 
i 

of the city of Sacramento, also was transported to pineda le so 

that this center had representatives from rural ^reas in t he 

three Pacific coast states. There were urban evacuees in pine-

dale, however, for 8G5 evacuees from Tacoma were sent to pi nedale. i 

although evacuees came to pinedale from the three coast states, 

the majority of its population, to be e&act, came from 

the state cf Washington. 

THE ASSEMBLY CEUTER CF ORIOII? OF 
EVACUEES RELOCATED aT TITLE LJEB 1 

Origin of Evacuees Hum'oer 

^11 origins 15,916 

Pinedale . . 
Portland . . 
Puyallup . . 
Marysville . 
Sacramento . 

. 4,011 
¿40 
¿50 

2,4,31 
4,655 

Salinas. . . . . . 
Direct Evacuation. 

Miliary . t rea 1 
Military area 2 

. . 105 

. . 4,126 

. .(l,oo7) 

. .(2,789) 

1. These figures were submitted by Miss Rose; they are un official 



..  considerable number of evacuees came to Tule Lake Reloc-

ation Center directly from Military ..reas 1 and 2 without first 

going through an assembly center. In such cases people w ere 

transported from their communities to Tule Lake. Wherev er this 

proved possible the Wartime Civil Control administratio n con-

sidered it highly advantageous to eliminate the assembly ce nter 

stage of the evacuation una transport evacuees directly to  the 

various relocation centers. This was possible only in th e event 

that the relocation center, which was ultimately to recei ve a 

given population , was prepared to take that population wh en the 

evacuation occurred. Only Manzanar, Tule Luke, Colorado  River, 

and Grila River Relocation Centers were completed in time to 

receive direct assignments. 

Evacuees were sent to Tule Lake directly from areas in 

California, Oregon, and Washington; these areas ware rur al. 

Evacuations from Military ^rea 2 in the northern half of Calif-

ornia contributed many more evacuees. They came principa lly 

from areas east of Chico and Karysville and north of Lincoln, 

-vuburn and Newcastle  *  The Japanese population of these areas 

had been considerably cugmented by a heavy in-migration d uring 

the months directly preceeding the evacuation. This is b orn 

out by Change of Residence cards of the Wartime Civil Contr ol 

administration. ^ large number of people had moved to Mili-

tary -rea 2 in order to avoid being evacuated or to postp one 

evacuation at least, mother evidence of this migration is the 

fact that many more people mere evacuated from counties tee^ae*-

ifig-es split by the military line than could be anticipat ed on 

the basis of 1940 census figures. 
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In summary it may be emphasised that the people of Tule 

Lake ¿¡.re predominantly rural folk. The exact proport ion of the 

evacuees who lived in rural communities before our entry into 

the war is not yet know. The R-26 form of the War Relocation 

authority will give some indication, so will the revised  relig-

ious survey when it is completed. .J.theugh the exact p roportions 

have not yet been determined it is certain that the commu nity 

is composed of people from rural areas. 

Those who were responsible for planning the movement of 

evacuees into relocation centers felt it desireable to ke ep 

communities intact and to keep rural people together. These 

have been two cardinal principles of the relocation p rogram. 

Hot that these principles weren't challenged by other m embers 

of the Wartime Civil Control administration. There were  those 

who felt that assembly centers and relocation centers sho uld 

not be either predominantly urban nor predominantly rural b ut 

rather balanced, in part rural and in part urbal. 

It was decided, however, that adjustment to evacuation an d 

to the conditions of camp life would be enhanced if tw o conditions 

were observed« (1) That communities be transplanted in as intact 

a unit as possible, and (2) that the urban people be kep t to-

gether and the rural evacuees be kept by themselves. For th at 

reason the urban population of the Northwest, including e vacuees 

from Portland and Seattle were kept together. Most of ru ral 

Washington <~nu Oregon wacs evacuated to Tule Lake, 

Not always was it possible in the process of relocation to 

carry out the desire plan of movement. There were practical 



consideration of time, apace, and condition. The physi cal con-

ditions of certain assembly centers made it necessary for them 

to be emptied before the time designated; the evacuees ha d to be 

sent to the relocation center which could find the necessar y apace 

for them regardless of the plan. The fact that the various  cen-

ter had limited capacities made it impossible to keep co mmunities 

intact in all cases, that is true in evacuation to assemb ly cen-

ters and as true in its application to relocation. 
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The Tule Lake community is divided into seven wards. 

Each ward is composed of nine blocks. Ward VI is an except-

ion, however, for it contains an additional block. 

m e population of the sixty-four blocks in the community 

varies Ircm ¿ ^ s to ¿,65, according to recent figures of th e 

Division of Housing and Employment  Ĵ  One block is devoted wholly 

to the secondary school^ The block with the -sĤfe- smal lest 

population contains 116 inhabitants. This block is parti ally 

assigned to one of the elementary schools. 

There are, according to recent statistics issued by the 

Housing Division, ¿,955 apartments which are at presen t oc-

cupied. There are, at the same time, over two hundred apar t-

ments which are used for purposes other than housing. These 

apartments are used variously. 

The schools use the great number of apartment, 155 of th em. 

It was originally planned 'chat a high school be built in t he 

area between the hospital and the main fire-station, th us re-

lieving block 66. The plans have not materialized, howev er, 

despite the fact that construction was ct one time schedule d to 

begin in October. Day nurseries use apartments in vari ous 

scattered blocks. Fourteen apartments are used by the re creation 

department. The various store use 17 apartments, and 6 hav e 

been designated as offices. 

The use of apartments for ether purposes than housing ac-

counts for the major differences in population among the v arious 

blocks. The u m e is zrue of the differences in the number of 
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inhabitants of the seven wards. Ward VII, for example, ha s 

the smallest ward population with a total of 1797. This w ard 

contains the high school block. Ward VI on the other hand 

has the largest number of inhabitants. The total populati on 

of this ward aggregates The fact that this ward conta ins 

ten blocks instead of the usual nine is the chief factor in its 

pre-eminence. The average size of the wards is approximate ly 

2145. 



Population  "by 
Blocke  und fer äs 

December  , 1942 

äö. T X III i i V 

4 ¿40 25 ¡—43 22 7 142 
5 26 246 23 247 6 160 
u 244 27 237 24 244 9 165 

13 242 26 254 Ol 260 10 239 
14 212 29 222 o'¿ 211 11 22o 
15 237 5Q 223 o'ú 246 12 245 
16 233 37 242 o4 ' ^32 19 ¿40 
17 249 36 237 35 233 20 ¿52 
IS 245 39 259 36 230 21 257 

2X24 " 

•1 >' '-î -v' ,�� 

2l63 2137 1963 

">  c  "V r\ 

V VI VII 

40 ¿36 49 249 (JO 
41 212 50 156 67 273 
42 266 51 2o2 u6 252 
43 267 52 2u0 69 247 
44 246 53 265 70 229 
45 24 7 04 259 71 lo6 
45 236 56 249 72 116 
47 279 57 2u6 73 252 
46 264 66 270 74 262 

2275 59 262 1797 
2522 

•reo Ì1T9T7 
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Intra-Community Mobility 

In the beginning of the settlement of this community, 

assigned quarters were frequently shifted. With the arriv al  0 f 

the first contingents this process of shifting residenc es be-

gan. There are no records of these early moves, unfortuna tely, 

and knowledge of them is only fragmentary. 

The Division of Housing and Employment has kept some rec ords 

of intr^.-community movement, but only since the month of vugust„ 

Little concrete information remains cn the moves that «e re made 

within the community before august. 

Even the records which the Housing Division has assemb led 

are incomplete arid incide^uate in reconstructing th e intra-com-

munity mobility of Tule Lake. In the first place there are a 

number of moves which the Housing authorities know nothin g about; 

many moves have been made without the knowledge of those respon-

sible for colonist housing. In the second place, many o f the 

records which the Housing Division did acquire, have been  dis-

carded, especially in cases in which a family or an indi vidual 

has moved more than once. In general, the last move on ly is 

kept in the records, and the records of previous moves  have been 

destroyed. Mr. Kurimatsu of the Housing Division has th e im-

pression that most of the moves within the community have been 

made by the same people, that there are a few people with ex treme-

ly high mobility. That impression is rather difficult, to s ub-

stantiate from the records. 

The nature of the record form itself serves to limit its 
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UMfu l l ne« . The information contained on the form, is sca nty 

and insufficient. it seems evident that for the present  at 

least, it is impossible to achieve *n adquate picture of i ntra-

community movement. However some picture may be formed, ev en 

though inadequate, on the basis «f existing information . 

In order to reconstruct mobility in so far as that is 

possible I tabulated a substantia portion of the records,  on 

the basis of this tabulation it appears that a few tentat ive 

conclusions on intra-community mobility may be drawn. 

It seems evident that the .ingle individual is W more 

mobile within the community than the family.  I t a i s 0 & e e m s 

parent that single males have a far greater mobility than s ingle 

fremales  .  Individuals of both sexes between the ages of 20 

and thirty appear tc be most mobile; people between these  ages 

seem to move more frequently than those who are younger or o lder. 

uingle males over 50Q however rt i m„ +• 
nuwever, are almost as mooile as males i n 

the younger age group. 

There is good evidence that family mobility is greatly 

affected by size of family unit. ..ccording to the tabul ation 

ol the housing records small families of two and three pe rson 

move most frequently. Couples .are more mobile, than f amilies 

of three; the latter are more mobile in turn than larg erfamilies. 

Though smaller families have a greater mobility there are 

records of moves by families of 7, e and 11 persons. 

in point of time the movement of persons within the commu n-

ity seems quite evenly distributed. The recorded moves we re 

tabulated according to month in which the moves were made .  I n 

the five months covered by the housing records, from .ugus t 



- 20 -

December inclusive, the intra-community moves occur rath er 

evenly. 

Cn the housing records the old and new address of the 

person or persons moving are included. Thus it is possibl e 

to determine whether a move was made to an apartment wit hin 

the same barrack, or to another barrack within the same blo ck, 

or to an apartment outside the block of former residence. 

according to the tabulations of the housing records, o nly 

a small proportion of intra-community moves are made anot her 

apartment in the same barrack. More often moves were made to 

other barracks within the same block. The great majority of 

the recorded moves were made to another block, however. That 

is especially true of moves which involved single individu als. 

xJLmost all of the recorded moved by individual persons w ere 

to apartments outside the block of former residence. 

ifrom the housing record^, there is no way of determini ng 

the reasons for which families or single individuals chan ged 

residence. People, in asking for a change of residence, justify 

their desires in various ways. Where family or group maladjust-

ment is given as the reason for the desired change, the matt er 

is usually referred by the Housing Division to the Soci al Wel-

fare Department. The latter department then recommends t hat 

the application for change of residence be permitted or de nied. 

Under usual circumstances the Fousing Division finds it 

hard to deny persons permission to move when empty apartm ents 

are available, especially if the persons are awaie tha t there 

are aaeant apartments. 
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Some individuals move to other apartments to be nearer 

their work. To illustrate this type of change of residence , 

Mr. Eurimatsu of the Housing Division cited various mess ha ll 

workers who were employed in blocks distant from their h omes. 

In order to be closer to their work they have changed th eir 

place 01 residence. 

There have been a number of marriages in the community, 

and the new couples have usually been assigned new quar ters. 

This fact doubtlessly has contributed to the apparent hi gher 

mobility of two member families in relation to larger fam ilies. 

Unfortunately the housing authorities are not aware of the numbers 

of people who have been married in the community, nor do they 

have a record of newly married couples who have been gra nted 

separate apartments. 

^s might well be expected many moves have arisen from the 

desire of individuals and families to be nearer friend s or rel-

atives in another part of the community. The Housing Divi sion 

frowns on this sort of movement. It.maintains that livi ng with-

in the same community is sufficient in most caSeL. The peopl e 

concerned, however, can usually uhink of other reasons fo r 

changing residence—reasons with which the Housing Divi sion 

manifests more sympathy. 

In summary it may be stated that single individuals seem t o 

have  a  far greater intra-community mobility  than  families; maLes 

move more frequently than females. Individual, between the ages 

of ¿0 and JO move with greater frequency than those wh o are 

younger or older. Single males over 50 manifest * great intaa -

community mobility, almost as great ab that of  fcfe&es  between 

¿0 and ¿>0Q 
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The Population of Tuie Bake 

and Lex Distribution 

The structure of the Japanese population in Tule La.ke 

bears a close similarity to the general structure of the total 

Japanese population in the United States, in the populat ion of 

this community the same evidences of social forces which have 

operated in the past upon the total Japanese populatio n of the 

United States are clearly manifest. The age and sex str ucture 

of a population reflects the conditions of net-migration a nd of 

births and deaths within that population. That is true here . 

The pattern of Japanese immigration to the West Coast of  .jaerict 

has had much affect upon the Japanese population struc ture in 

this country. The peculiar age una sex distribution of th e 

Japanese people in the United States reflects the patte rns of 

Japanese immigration. The population of the Tule Lake com mun-

ity shows clear evidences of the affects of these patter ns. 

The period of Japanese immigration into the United Stat es 

is not long in point of time. Immigration began in the 16 90  f s. 

In 1890 there were only 2,0o9 Japanese living in this country. 

«. decade later the number of those living here had increa sed to 

¿4,326. The immigration reached its height in the years fro m 

1900 to 1906. This period marked the high tide of Japan ese 

immigration. 

-fter the Oentleman's agreement in 1906 Japanese immig rat-

ion was limited to non-labor immigrants. This served t o greatly 



reduce the flow of immigrants. From 1906 until the Excl usion 

Act in 19¿4, a large portion of the immigrants from Japa n were 

women, since the Exclusion .vet immigration ha^ almost ceased 

entirely. 

There is much that is not yet knownbabout the history of 

Japanese immigration to America. In speaking of stream of im-

migration during the first decade of the century, Dr. yama to 

Ichihashi writes, " many (of these immigrants) came fro m japan, 

ana many more came from Hawaii about whom we have no stati stical 

information. Even students have been confused as to the possible 

extent of the latter migration." 1 

It seems probable that when the information contained i n 

the War Relocation authority census forms is tabulated t he pat -

terns of immigration will be more easily reconstructed an d their 

effects analyzed. It will be possible to determine the specific 

origin of the immigrants for whom there are these cens us forms. 

The city and prefecture, the country and date of birth, the 

day of entry into the United States and the age at first  arrival 

can be tabulated. We will be able to form an excellent picture 

of the immigrants who have survived the years since the i mmigrat-

ion ana have remained in this country and who have been evac mted 

into one of the relocation centers. 

1. Dr. Yamato Ichihashi, "Reference Material Compiled fr om 
The Japanese in the United States, Stanford University pre ss" 
p 2. Ho date is given for this mimeographed material. 
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The nature of Japanese immigration has had a manifest 

affect -upon the age ana sex aistribution of the people i n the 

Tule Lake community. The fact that the period of Japanes e im-

migration was relatively short and intense has left an imp rint 

upon the population structure of the community, if the im mig-

ration had continued during the years following the Gentlem an's 

agreement in proportions similar to those before that time , the 

whole age and sex distribution of the evacuees would be f ar dif-

ferent. The sudden limitations imposed upon the flow o f immig-

rants had had important implications in regard to the age struc-

ture. Cne effect has been the unusually clear division be tween 

the ages of .jnerican and foreign born Japanese. That i s true in 

the Tule Lake population. 

In examining the age distribution of the evacuees in this 

community, two peaks are in evidence. The first peak cons ists 

of the first generation Japanese who are heavily represente d in 

the ages from 40 to 64. The highest point is reached in the 

quijquennial age group 55 to 59. The issei bulge represen ts the 

immigrants who have survived and wno had remained in th is coun-

try until the evacuation. 

The second peak is represented by the two quinquennia l age 

groups which included the ages from 15 to 24. In these age 

groups fall 4,371 individuals or 29.5$ of the inhabitants o f 

the community. The second peak is comprised of second generation 

Japanese-Americans, the product of Issei women at the hei ght of 

the  ir  reproductivity. .̂.s the first generation women pas sed out 

of their most reproductive ages, the crude birth rate of t he 



Japanese population declined. That decline is manifest in the 

smaller quinquennial age groups under 15. There are far f ewer 

individuals in this community between the ages of 10 and 14 

thai in the age group above; 9 . 5 o f the total population fa ll 

in the former category, 15.7>iin the latter. Still less ap -

pear in the ages from 5 to 9. There are lObO children under 

5 years of age representing  7  .3$ of the community's population. 

The second generation women are just entering the most 

fertile child bearing years in large numbers. The next few 

years will doubtlessly bring a great increase in the crud e birth 

rate of the Japanese population in the United States. 

The population of the evacuees in this community is very 

similar in its o.ge distribution to the Japanese population  of 

California, Oregon, and Washington, according to the 1940  cen-

sus. In Tule Lake the proportion of the population under 5 years 

of age is slightly larger than in the total Japanese popul ation 

in the three Pacific coast states. The proportion of in dividuals 

between 5 and 19, however, is larger in the total population of 

the three states. The difference is slight however. The larg-

est quinquennial age group in both the Tule Lake communi ty arfl 

likewise in the total Pacific coast Japanese populat ion is the 

15 to 19 age group. 

In Tule Lake, the numbers of those under  20 in proportion 

to the total population of the community as a whole is slig htly 

less than in the Japanese population of the three co^st s tates. 

In the former the percent is 29.4, in the Utter 41.2. 
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There are relatively more in the ages from to 54 in 

the total population. On the other hand there are propor tion-

ately more in Tule Lake who are 55 and older. 

¡¿ex Distribution 

The data on sex distribution of the community's popula tio: 

like the data on age distribution is based upon the origin al 

housing forms compiled by the Division of Housing and Empl oy-

ment. The data is of questionable accuracy, unfortunate ly. 

,J.though the items of age and sex in the housing forms we re in 

many cases checked with the Social Data Registration forms 

the  data  must be accepted with limitations. The statistics 

which the Housing Division has prepared will have to serve a* 

until the census forms are tabulated and the data made 

available to the study. 

The population of Tule Lake has an excess of males. That 

excess is not nearly so pronounced, however, at it is in the 

total Japanese population of the three Pacific coast sta tes, 

according to the 1940 census. There is, in this community , a 

ration of 114.6 males per 100 females in contrast to a rat io 

of 127.0 in the total population. Net migration from the 

^reas to be evacuated before the process of evacuation began 

is doubtlessly responsible in part for the reduced exces s of 

males. 

The net out-migration from this community since its in-

ception in May is also partly responsible for the smalle r 
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excess' of males in comparison with the  total  Japanese population 

in California, Washington, and Oregon. 

The Housing Division has prepared statistics on the age and 

sex distribution of all the lo,o£8 evacuees who entere d this 

community between lay 27, and September lb. This distrib ution 

shows a number of interesting contrasts with the distri bution 

at present (November  «jQ ).  The sex ratio of total number of 

evacuees to arrive her by ¡September 16 is 119.o in contra st 

to the ratio of 114.6 in the population of the commun ity as of 

ITovember 30. Migration from camp has obviously been se lective 

of males. 

In the early ages there is an excess of females in the 

community's population. In the age group ¿0 to 24 there is  a 

sex ration of 69.5 in contrast to a ratio of 116.8 in the 

total coast Japanese population. Between the ages of 25  and 

29 the sex ratios of the two populations reveal as wide 

discrepancy. Within this ^ge group there are 102.0 male s per 

100 iemales in this community in contrast to a r^tioR of 1 27.2 

in the total population, .jnong all the evacuees who have 

entered this community ana who are within these ages the ratio 

shows far less discrepancy. The ratio here is 119.2. T his 

gives evidence to the fĉ ct "Chat migration from tnis com munity 

has been somewhat ^elective of male^ between 20 and ¿9. 

Between the ages of oG and ¿4 the discrepancy between the 

ratios of this community and of the total population are not 

so great. In the former population the ratio is 121.5 w hile 

in the latter population ifc a ratio of 129.2 exists. 
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The excess cf males ever females declines in the age 

group 35 to 29. In the total population the decline is sub-

stantial for the ratio fall to 109.6. The decrease in t he 

Tule Lake population is slight; here the ratio is 120. 1. The 

sex ratio of those between ob and 39 who entered the communi ty 

before September 16 reaches 129.6. 

-jnorig individuals between the ages of 40 and 49 within 

this community at well as in the total Japanese population o f 

the three coast states, there is a excess of females manife st. 

That excess reaches its maximum in this community betwee n the 

ages of 45 and 49. There are 50.0 males per 100 females wi thin 

this age group, or, exactly hall as many men as there are wo men. 

In the tctal population there is a great discrepancy, al so. 

The discrepancy, however, is ablest as indicated by a ratio o f 

64.6. 

In the ages after fifty the excess of males becomes e x-

treme. The tremendous discrepancy in the distribution of males 

and females ai" fifty or older gives evidence of the na ture of 

Japanese immigration in the first decades, 1690 to 190b. Dur-

this period immigrants from Japan were almost wholly males . 

This fact reflects in the age and sex distribution cf t he Japan-

ese in the Pacific coast and in this community as well. 

From a ratio of 64.6 males per 100 females in the Japanese 

population of California, Oregon, and Washington within the 

age group 45 to 49 the ratio jumps to 237.6 in the next quin-

quennial group. In the Tule Lake community the jump is fa r 

less spectacular, rising only to 116.6 or 132.4 for all those 

within this age group who entered the community before Sep tember 

16. 
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Between the ages cf 55 ana 59 the ses ratio rises to 

405.9 in the total population and to 287.0 in the Tule r,ake 

community. In the ages beyond 59 the ratio of men to women 

is even more disproportionate. The ratics rea.chex 5 ana o and 

even 7 fro one. 

H m r a y 

ITativity 

There is no data available on nativity of evacuees in the 

community. The Housing Division has made no tabulations o n 

the nativity of this population. 

When the «VIU census forms are tabulated it will be poss-

ible to study the age and sex distribution of native-bo rn and 

foreign-horn groups. It will then be possible to correla te 

country of birth with occupation, religious affiliation , educat-

ion, marital status, etc. The first religious survey has given 

some indication of the relations between religicun an d country 

of oirth. The second and revised survey which will soon be 

made will give a much more adequate picture of the religio us 

composition of the foreign-born and native-born pers ons of-

Japanese ancestry. 

When the WRk census forms are tabulated it will be possibl e 

for the first time to get adequate data on the specific ori gins 

of the immigrants by country, prefecture, and city. Th is in-

formation will be highly significant in reconstructing t he 

Japanese immigration into the United states. Specific  origins 

of immigrants will important in relations to the study o f socid 

organizations among foreign-born Japanese. 



Civil Status 

The numbers of marriages performed on the project are not 

known. Neither the Legal Aid Department nor the Divisio n of Hous-

ing and Employment has kept a record of those people who have been 

married since evacuation to Tule Luke. The Legal Departmen t 

has written to the country records office in .JLturas, co unty seat 

of Modoc county, in order to obtain a record of marriages h eld in 

the project. When these records are available, it will be possible 

to study marriages by ages and bjr nativity. 

The IHU census forms will supply a great deal of data on the 

marital composition of the evacuees. It will be possible on the 

basis of this data to study the marriage composition of fo reign-

born and native-born groups and to compare the marital st atus of 

the immigrants with the second generation. 

There have been no divorces within the community so far. 

The Legal  A id Department has attempted to postpone divorce cases 

because of the problem of residence. Eventually this p roblem will 

have to be settled. It will probably be necessary to per mit the 

principals in a divorce suit to return to their place of far mer 

residence to secure the divorce. 
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Religion 

In the first religious survey made in the Tule Lake 

community a sample of 6,569 was achieved. The word achi eved is 

used because the survey was voluntary and only those -wh o were 

sufficiently interested returned the survey forms. The fa ct tthat 

s© many forms forms were returned reflects credit on Rev erend 

T'uroda who has made persistent efforts to make the survey in-

creasingly complete. 

The original purpose of the survey was to aid in the es-

tablishment of a church organization in the community. ^ n umber 

of questions were includea in the form which were designed  to 

lend help to tnose interested in establishing a Christian c hurch 

organisation, questions were aged on the age of the indi vidual; 

sex; religion and sect; nativity; church attendance, r egular, 

irregular or inactive; positions held in church organizat ion; 

and form of church preferred, community or denomination al. Only 

part of these items were tabulated. 

Revered Kuroda, who is a Protestant minister, conducted th e 

survey. The forms were distributed to the evacuees throu gh 

block managers. The people filled them out if they were suf-

ficiently interested in doing so or neglected to if they l acked 

such interest. The forms were returned rather slowly. B y 

October, however, there were approximately o,50G forms in the 

Civic Organisation headquarters. The forms had not yet b een 

tabulated and it was too late for the information these fo rm 

could yield to fulfill the original purpose for which the y were 
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intended. Reverend Kuroda kept truck of the forms returned 

from the people of each block, hoping to make the survey in-

creasingly complete. He planned to tabulate the number of ad-

herents of Buddhism and Christianity; the other items he p rob-

ably would not have had the time nor facilities to tabula te. 

Reverend Kuroda kindly allowed us the use of the surve y 

forms. Miss Evelyn Rose kindly consented to have her sta ff in 

the regional statistical laboratory tabulate a number o f the 

items on the survey form. The religion and section of in div-

iduals were tabulate by age, sex, nativity, regularity of 

church attendance. Four age categories were used in re lating 

age to religious affiliation, 0-9, 10-19, 20-29, and 40 and 

older. These four age groups were considered sufficient cor-

relating the age distribution with the religious groups. 

Religious ^fil iation 

unong the 6,569 individuals who returned survey forms 

4,766 gave their religion as Buddhism, 1,756 registere d as 

Christians and o5 as bhintoists. rore than two-thirds of 

those responding to the survey are Buddhists, 72.5 per cent. 

1,756 registered as Christians, or 26.7 per cent of the sample. 

There were 65 who listed themselves as ¿hintoists and 19 cla imed 

to have no religious affiliation at all. 

-jnong the various Buddhist sects the Jyodo-shinshu sect 

is by far the dominant one. Cíe the 4,766nBuddhists includ ed 

in the survey sample, 3,343 belong to the Jyodo-shinshu se ct. 

This sect shows the same dominance among native-born an d 

f 
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foreign-born groups. The Zen-shu sect is the second larg est 

in the Buddhist religion with a total of 30b adherents. M em-

bership of the four minor sects is rather evenly distribu ted. 

Ilon-denominational Buddhists and those who belong to th e sects 

no listed on the survey form were included in the category 

"Others". In this group 399 were included. The new survey 

will include a non-denominational category which is l acking 

in the first survey. The non-denominational category is of 

importance in its relation to the Young Buddhist movement  which 

in some ways is non-denominational in aharacter. accord ing to 

IToboru Honda, one of the leaders of the Young Buddhist as soc-

iation, the movement is attemptaking to return to primi tive 

Buddhism which was free from sectarianism. 

Distribution of Buddhists by Sect 

Sect Ilumber Percent 

«JL1 Buddhist. 

Jyodo-shinshu . 

Jyodo-shu . . . 

Uichiren-shu. . 

Zen-shu . . . . 

Others 

4,766 

3,343 

250 

215 

30 £ 

399 

100.0 

70.1 

5.3 

4.5 

6.4 

6.4 

In the Christian population the Protestants are repre -

sented almost exclusively. Protestants comprise 97.0 p er 

cent of the Christian group. There are only 52 persons wh o 

list themselves as members of the Bomun Catholic church in 
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the sample population of 6,589. One Mormon is listed i n the 

array of Christian groups. 

.jnong the 1,706 Protestants, the Methodist, Baptist, 

Presbyterian and Episcopalian churches ¿ire represented in 

that order, ,js in the case of Buddhists sects, one dominat es. 

The Methodist church is overwhelmingly dominant among  the 

various Protestant congregations. 

Distributions of Christian 
Pieligicns 

Religion Number per cent 

-J.1 Christian . .1,759 100.0 

Protestant .1,706 97.0 

( £70) (15.4) 

Congregational . ( 50) ( 2.6) 

Episcopalian . . ( 95) ( 5.5) 

Methodist. . . . ( 669) (50.5) 

Presbyterian . . (  '¿Zb) (15  .0  ) 

lion-dencminat icna H 40) ( ¿-5) 

Others ( 155 ) (7.7) 

Catholic 5.0 

Mormon 1 * 

Text to the Methodist group the Baptists are the larges t 

of the Protestant sects; the Presbyterians are the thi rd 



largest body. These three Protestant groups compose abo ut 

fo ur-filths  oi the total Protestant population included in 

the sample . 

The sex Composition of Religious groups 

In the Buddhist population males appear to predominate. 

There are 2,4*79 listed in contrast to 2,287 females, in th e 

age group from 0-9 the sexes are evenly distributed. F emales 

are in excess, however, in the two age groups extending  from 

10 to 19 and from 20 to ¿59. Males predominate heavily i n the 

ages 40 and abdve. In this age group there is a ratios of 

140.6 males per 100 females. It is this excess of males that 

gives the Buddhist population its predominantly mascul ine 

compositi on. 

In contrast to the Buddhists, females are mere numerous 

than males in the Chiristian population, ^mong the Protest ant 

groups there are 949 females listed in contrast to 757 ma les, 

a ratio of 79.8 males per 100 females. The females are mor e 

numerous in every age group, except the fourth which i ncludes 

those individuals 40 and older. In the latter age group t he 

distribution of men and women is' almost even. The Sexes a re 

fairly even in the Catholic congregation. 

It is interesting that of the 65 persons who listed 

themselves as adherents of iShintoism, almost all o| th em, 61 

cut of 65, are women, .jnong those who gave no religio n, 18 

out of the 19,were females. 



_nd nativity in reluticn to religious affiliation. 

The age distribution of individuals within the Buddhist 

and Christian churchs shows significant differences. The Bud-

dhist church is represented most heavily in the age group o ver 

40 years. In contrast the Christian church .draws proport ionately 

mere from persons between the ages of 1Q to 19, and secon dly 

from those in the ages ¿0 to 39. The Same pattern exists  among 

the various Christian sect*. The Christians, it it evid ent, 

represent a younger congregation taan the Buddhists. 

.jDcng the 4,141 persons of .jnerican birth included in th e 

survey, Sob gave their religion as Buddism while 1,£S4 reg -

istered as Christian. In other words 66.5 per cent of the 

native-born population are listed c.s Buddhists and §1 .0 per-

cent as Christian. Like the foreign-born evacuees, the n ative-

born ¿jnericans show the same overwhelming preference fo r the 

Jyodo-shinshu sect and in the Christian church for Met hodism. 

..ithin the Christian group, 1,241 persons are listed as b eing 

Protestant, 4£ as Catholics and one Mormon. o<t0 of the Pro tes-

tants, over half of them, are Methodists. There are ^ix na t-

ive born persons  lis tea  c.s ¿ihintoists, futree of them ^re under 

10 years of age. 

The Christian church draws relatively more of its popu-

lation from native-born Americans. The native-born ind ividuals 

comprise 7,3.0 per cent of the total Christian populat ion. 

ITative-born Buddhists comprise 59.5 per cent of the tota l Budi-ist 

population. Both churches are predominantly native-bor n in 
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composition but the Christians are relatively more so. 

Native-born Population by Religion 

Native-born 

Religion 
Totcxl number 
in sample Number Per cent 

Buddhisms . . . <±I$l7btj 2,b2o 59.5 

Christians. . . 1,759 1,264 73.0 

Protestants . 1,706 1,241 72.7 

Catholics . 52 42 80.7 

Formons . . 1 1 100.0 

Shintoists. . 65 22 ¿2.8 

Only o2.b per cent of the Shinto group are native-born. 

.vlmost all the foreign-born persons included in the su r-

vey are in the age group 40 and older. There are very f ew in 

the younger age groups. This is true of the Euddhist as well 

^s Christian population. In the survey 2*448 foreign-Bo rn 

Japanese were included. Of these 1,920 consider themsel ves 

Buddhist and 465 Protestant; 10 are Catholics, ¿9 are Shin to-

f n- 64 rt ii| ¿ J ^ S M * ^Jfing no religion. A l M ^ ^  B mA 

Regularity of church^attendance by religion. 

The Buddhist and Christian churches differ in their at-

titudes towards church attendance, it is true. Buddhists have 

not placed as much emphasis upon the regularity of church a t-

tendance as Christian churches traditonally have. '. Vhether or 

not this fact is responsible for the greater proportion of 
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Christians who consider themselves regular church goes s, it 

is hard to say. It may be that the difference in church at-

tendance is indicative of intensity of religious feeling ; it 

may be or it may hot be so. 

according to the survey it is clear that attendance is 

much more regular among the Christians. Over half of' the 

Christian population considers itself regular in church atten-

dance while less than~third of the Buddhists do so. Only 

12 of the 65 ¿hintoists are listed as being regular. 

There does not appear to be &uch difference in the reg-

ularity of native-born and foreign-born people in the ir church 

attendance. 

The three categories used to describe church attendance, 

regular, irregular, and inactive are doubtlessly rathe r sub-

jective. Despite this, the answers to the question in th e first 

religious survey hare given some indication of religious patterns, 

even though we do not quite know how to interpret the  differences 

observed. 

a new religious survey is being planned. This survey has 

been made possible by the fact that Mr. Davis Kclntyre mani-

fest interest in the results of the first religious survey , ^is 

interest arises from the fiasire to check tabulations ofi the 

W I U census forms on religious compositions. In addition the 

•7IU 2b forms do not include several items which are inc luded 

in the first religious survey. Because of his interest the 

supervisor of the WIU statistical laboratory, Miss Rose , will 

use the facilities and trained personnel at her disposal in 



conducting the second survey. 

In the WRa census form the question on relgious preferenc e 

is often answered simply with the words "Christian", "prot est-

ant" or Buddhist" without naming the specific sect of t hese 

religious. The surveys offer a more complete pattern of dis-

tribution by the various religious sub-grcu§s. 

It is almost impossible to complete the old survey. The re 

are a number of factors which mate it preferable to conduc t a 

new survey. It will allow us to eliminate some of the def ects 

found in the M first. The questions included in the survey 

form can be restated in the light of our own particular int erests 

in the survey. It will be possible to use trained field, worte rs 

in the collection of data. The purposes of the survey will be 

carefully explained to the block managers; this was not d one, 

unfortunately, in the last survey and it suffered by th at fact. 

3y making the second survey as complete as possible, defec ts in 

the sample will be eliminated. 

One of the most important things which the second surve y 

will contribute, is an insight into family patterns of re ligion. 

Neither the previous survey nor the WIU census forms will yield 

such an insight. The forms will first be tabulated by fa mily 

unit and when that tabulation is completed the correlat ions of 

religious preference and age, sex, nativity, regularity o f 

church attendance and urban-rural residence. The latter i tem 

was not included in the first survey. Urban-rural dif ferences 

will be of real interest if a survey such as this is made i n 
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other relocation centers. 

Hand tallies are being made on sample populations of 

each center using the WTU 26 forms. If differences in relig -

ious composition between the various relocation centers a re 

extensive, it is possible that a religious survey such a s is 

being conducted here, will be ma.de in various other c enters. 

Such a survey would be made to supplement the information a c-

quired from the WRa 26 forms. 
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Births and itea.ths 

In the Tule Lake community there have been 117 births 

to evacuee mothers from the beginning of the community's settle-

ment until January 1, 1942. 1 The first birth in the community 

occurred on June 28. In the month of July, 14 children were 

¿born here. 

By the first of august the community had attained its fu ll 

size; 15,021 persons had entered the relocation center b y ¿iig-

ust 1. During the month of ^ugust births to evacuee mothe rs 

increased to The next three months witnessed a slight de-

cline in the number of births; the months of September, Oct ober 

and November brought 1?, 18 and 18 births respectively.  The 

highest number of births occurred in the month of Decem ber, 

27 of them. 

Mothers in the age group 20 to 24 have contributed more 

births than any other quinquennial age group. There have be en 

52 children born to women in this age group, representing 44 .4 

per cent of the total number of births recorded, according to 

the Housing Division there were 1081 women between 20 and 2 4 

in the community on November 50, representing 27.7 per cen t 

of the women in child bearing ages. 

women between 25 and 29 have nad few less children than the 

younger group, but in proportion to their numbers they have 

contributed relatively more. 

IT There have been two Caucasian children born in the commu n-
ity. The first child was born ^ugust 6, the second Octob er 
ol. xhese births h^ve been excluded from the  xxjezxxlt 
discussion on births. 
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Women in the age group 25 to 29 comprise 15.6 per cent 

of the women in child bearing ages. They have had 40 birt hs 

representing ¿4.2 per cent of the total number of birt hs. 

There have been 12 children born to women between the 

ages of ¿0 and ¿4; these 12 births represent 10.2 per cent of 

children born here before January 1. Women in this age gr oup 

constitute 6.6 per cent of the total femalspopulation between 

15 and 44 years of age. 

There have been five children born to women between 35 

and 39 or 4.3 per cent of the total births. The same number 

have been born to women included in the age group 40 to 44. 

The first age group represents 7.3 of the women in chi ld-bear-

ing ages and the second group represents 11.9 per cent. 

The Fumber of Children Born in the Community 
by .xge of Mother * 

zige of 

Mother 

Females in tot-
al Population . Births 

number Per cent number Per cent 

JL1 _^es. . 3,696 100.0 117 lco.c 

15 - 19 . . . 1,197 30.7 3 2.6 
20 - 24 . . . 1,061 27.7 52 44 .4 
25 - 29 . . 606 15.6 40 ¿4.2 
30 - 34 . . 265 6.6 12 10.2 
35 - 39 . . 263 7.3 5 . 4.3 
40 - 44 . . 464 11.9 5 4.3 

¿ouree: Statistics from the Birth File of the 
Community hospital 
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Young women between 15 and 19 constitute 30.7 per cent 

of women in child-bearing ages. They have contributed on ly 

£.6 per cent of the births which have occurred within th e com-

munity  . 

It will be possible to determine -a number of birth and 

fertility rates -when more time has passed and more mater ial 

is available, «lien information on biith certificates be comes 

available to the study a number of analyses can be made. 

Rates of illegitimate births, marriage fertility rates , still 

births per 100 live births, rate of first-child births—a ll 

these and others can be calculated. 

Information on births and deaths within the community 

are complete and accurate. There will be no need of adju sting 

rates i'or births in hospitals outside the community beca use 

all births occur in the community institution. When the W RA 

makes birth ana death certificates available, a vast stor e of 

information will be open to the study. In addition suppl ement-

ary information will be available from  fflL».  26 forms. 

It will be possible to calculate crude birth rates, a ge 

and sex specific death rates, specilic death rates for various 

and 

causes oi death, infant mortality, maternal mortality, matern-

al death rates etc. Morbidity rates may also be determin ed. 

These rates besides being important in  rela tion  to the partic-

ular community are of great interest to those who kaxs. are con-

cerned with mortality and morbidity rates of the Japanes e people 

in the west coast. 
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The preliminary character of this report must be emphas ized. 

The nature of the available data does not 'warrant anythin g but 

- preliminary survey. The sources cf statistical informat ion 

now available to us are known to ue of questionable va lidity. 

There are, in addition, serious gaps in available  data . 

The War Relocation authority is not especially concerned 

with statistics even now. Mr. Stauber expressed the reel ing 

that a great ceal or education is necessary tc make V/Ha of fi-

cials reel the need of further statistical analysis. 

In the beginning the statistical aspects cf the l a were 

turned over tc the Division cf Housing and Employment. It was 

felt that this division would be the only aivisicn con cerned 

with statistical data. Tabulations of the Housing end E mploy-

ment Division are incomplete, inadequate end leuve vast ga ps of 

data. The fruits of neglect are now ripening. Recentl y the 

Washington office of the ./Ha has asked' the Division of H ousing 

ana Employment for a complete ana detailed statistical  descrip-
4 

tion of the family composition within this community. Th e 

Division is at a loss to know how to approach the problem . it 

has no data on marital composition ana doesn't know now to ac quir 

it. It never anticipated the need for such information. 

sooner or later it will be necessary _cr the study to gain 

access to the tabulation of the V/iU census rorms. It wil l be 

far uetter if that access is acquired while individuals  en the 

study can gain a practical insight into the limitations c :f the 

material cn the basis of experience in the community. 


