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XXXKEO ATTEMPT TO DEVMONSTRATE #EkR¥AkFX#x M"LOYALTY"

Five of the mmxmwhmmhadmryeung men who had remneunced their citizeanshim
er had been taken to Japan by their parents and swkxe subsequeatly returned
te the United States, appear teo have xmmExr xkEx attempted te regain

s APf L, ; g
their status as "leyal Americans" by jeimg the armed ferces.

Joseph Kikuchi, whe was 11 wears old at the time of esvacuation, was taken

te Japan by his parents and returned teo the United States 4/, age 1l, "en

his ewn":

The reasby I think, 9fer velunteprigg is that we were still trying
te preve our hmphmiby leyalty. . . When the Korean War came quite a
few of us velumteered . . te continue te preve that we were leyal,
My brethers alse velumnteered, and they were all in military in-
telligence, one was in Air Ferce Intelligence and the other was in the
CIC, which is Counter Intelligence. And se our whele famiily, which
was censidered disleyal -- which is really irenic.

Se teday whem{ tiney say that we were put in camp because of
disleyalty, it deesw't really held water, because, as¢ soon as the
war's over we're censidered the loyalest kids and given high

military classificatien, It deesn't make sense.l

l. See alse Xurusi, pp. 3-lL; Okamete, pp. 2-3,Arthur Kikuchi, p. 8.
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Life in the Camps

After they had been muEmidx evacuated te the ff Relecaticn Centers, the

Japanese Americans weres ebliged to live in a situatien and envirenment

in which they were kxmzk=s ccntinued te be treated as criminals er

"dangerous peeople," The camps were surreunded by barbed wire or HEXEXH¥EEX
fences

fxgmmpradf '"manpreef"/and the gates e these femces were guarded by the

xxtikxyx armed soliicrs.l

1., At Tule Lake xmxmwiditkexainéeccenwnunxumnananhed ssse after the
Nevember "uprising", £ twe addticnal fences were erscted. One dividedcthe
fence divided the administrative area and "the celeny"., Tie ether
waxnxuxkxcnputnopciianpccotcnyc fenced off a part of the are where

the Japanese lived, BAXXAXEXXX

Axxmxkxe An elequent re.ctions te these fences was written by

Jee Kurihara:




6.
The feeling of rejection and unfair stigmatization zmwkixm continued
hecause the centers were erganized
(W
on the basis of two distinct classes of persons --
on the one hand ®evacuees? and on the other
i'«apx;ointed pecsonnel‘; Despite individual efforts
of the WRA staff to act as if the distinction 4id
not exist, the basic fact was inescapable... The
feeling of being prisoners permeated the ceaters
from the first... Being an evacuee involved being in
a subordinate position. At some centers the
commanders of the military police announcad that
*there was to be no fraternization with eva:uees.‘

Some project directors also let it be known among

the staff that they did not encourage personal

P

/
‘I
relations with the evacuees (J§).

A few staff members sidestepped these regulaticns and did their best to assist the
children and the young peonle. Most of these were teachers in the center schools and

many were devout Christians, In 1981-2
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XBEERBEEREX BRANKATAY

THE AGONY OF EXPATRIATION
During my stay at Tuke Lake, almest all ef my Issei and Kibeti respendents
Wwas Winning
teck it fer granted that Japan jxusdxwimxthe war.
(quete Kurihara and Tekunaga)
The reperts ef Americam advances were interpreted as "the Japanese Army
drawing the Americans inte a trap." Omiyxmwexm Gkxx xEwnkfRieRyx
mrkIyxesacef noypcrespnadentacnraf ackmdxhmnkhiaxaxpechnafinnanprhiafa,
¥oxx In 1981-82 nowe of my respondents spontaneeusly referr-d te
this phenemenen,wdxExdidcnotnbhinknttnoncidubeceeeaty and I did net
think it seemly to ask them. On the ether hand, seme xmzmmm pecple did
xnflxnxpnxtxxniQ;;;/:z the Rasagragahn "super-patriets" er "hard-heads!.
and ene particularlypps frank mar teld me xh® that the behavier ef

the "super-patriets™ was, in larg= part, based en their unshakes!l=

faith in an ultizate vistery fer Japan. He added th it whemever am American

b\ i . v . 1 .
adv%ﬁe was anneunced in the press er railie, yeung zealets weuld speak in

the messhalls or black meetings and pressnt marvelously crmples
interpretaticaz, demenstrathg that the news item was ralsexprmaxx

American prepaganda er, an integral part ef Jpanese military strategy. These
speeches were very cenvimcing, said my respendent. I was alse teld

(im 1982) that seme zealets insisted that the news of the atemie bemb

was false and thatff¢ evem en the boat which was taking them te Japan,

some peeple insisted that they weuld find Japan victerieus.

fhinnpkaneanna
In the epilegue te "Impsumrded Peeple" (p. 296) Spicer tells us:

Focmemmyn et memmen.
There were parsens -- a few humdred, with rare exceptions Issei -
whe persisted im believing that Japan was net defeated. They resettled
and lived en irn a dream werld, waitiwug fer the truth abesut hew the
gar ended/ te be made knewn., A large preperticn ef theose who

requested repatriatien from Tule Lake had similar ideas at the




o}

time they left, Zxhmmummmbommon




\ SECTION ON ¥ARIETY OF VIEW ON REPEATRIATIONAND EXPAT,
Write intreductien - em variety -
Fear of Japan - Themas Kikuchi, age. 11
The thing that really started te get me scared was was the talk abeut
my parents wanting te return te Japaw. I ceuld barely umderstamnd what ny

pareats were saying, much less read and write the lamguage. Wnen I

learned that we were geing te leave Rewsr and ze te Tule Lake and eventyu-

ally te ge te Zmkemmkmkm Japan, that was the lewsst peint in my life, I

-

dreaded geiug te Tule Lake, knewing that evenutally I weuld have te ac-

cempany my parents te Japan. Xewm@imapmmhmumakfim




THE JAPANESE AMERICAN RELOCATION CENTERS

} WRA the opportunity to cut these crews drastically and so purge
ilhcm of persons with antiadministration sentiments. The C(.)le crew,
')fm example, was to be cut from 300 to 90. The negotiating com-
/mittee vigorously resisted these suggestions, and, after several abor-

tive meetings between the committee and the army, it was decided

to hold a mass meeting at which representatives of the army, the
] L WRA, and the negotiating committee would speak and explain the

situation to the people. But when the members of the negotiating -

committee relayed this decision to the Daih);o Sha Kai, there was
much discontent. After a stormy session lasting far into the night
it was decided to cancel the proposed mass meetings. The next
morning, announcements to this effect were made in the Japanese
mess halls. But no one, it secems, remembered or had the nerve to
\ inform the army or the WRA that there was to be no meeting.
A few minutes before 2 P.M. (the appointed time), the colonel and
a WRA field director entered the center with a strong escort of
armored cars and jeeps. Thirty soldiers surrounded the open-air
stage and fixed bayonets; other soldiers in military vehicles patrolled
the nearby areas. But not one Japanese was to be seen. Thereupon
the colonel delivered his address, announcing to the empty firebreak

|
|
!

that the center was under complete military control, that a curfew -

would be enforced between the hours of 7 p.M. and 6 A.M., and that
no ingoing or outgoing telephone or telegraph messages could be
made without the approval of the military.

The next day (14 November) the army began to arrest and
confine the members of the negotiating committee and other men
suspected of being leaders of the farm strike. These arrests and,
perhaps, the formidable secarches that accompanied them seem to
have stiffened the resistance of even the less irate or aggressive
segregants, for now many people asserted that they would not return
to work until the apprehended men had been released. The army

“responded by arresting still more alleged leaders and agitators. (By
January more than two hundred men had been apprehended, and

a special stockade; complete with a new man-proof fence and: watch-

tower was buiit to house them.)

Meanwhile, the army and the WRA personnel were becoming
increasingly uncomfortable. The army wanted to get rid of the job
of running the center, and the WRA wanted its job back. But before
this could occur, the center would have to return to what the ad-
ministrators called “normalcy.” The army and the WRA thercupon

98

First Visit to Tule Lake

made advances to the only Japanese Americans in the center who
were inclined to take a collaborating attitude—the officers of the

_Co-op, Old Tuleans who managed the highly successful and profit-
able general stores or canteens. With the help of these few men the
army and the WRA arranged a popular referendum (on 11 January)
in which the residents voted whether they would maintain the strike
or return to work. By the barest majority—a plurality of 473 out
of 8,713—the residents voted to abandon the strike.

Many people now returned to work after first having been

“cleared” and accorded a pass which they were obliged to present
daily to the sentries guarding the gate to the administrative quarters.
On the other hand, almost half of the residents had voted to continue
thestrike, and these persisted in asserting that their still-confined
representatives had been betrayed and that those who had negotiated
the truce and referendum—a group that now took the name of
\“coordinating committee”—were .“a bunch of inu.” Hostility and
distrust toward Caucasians and hatred of the inu were intense. The
fear of becoming known as an inu was all-pervading. A Caucasian
who entered the Japanese section of the camp without a legitimate
reason was commonly thought to have only one motive—to Spy;
a Japanese who received a Caucasian in his barrack was at once
labeled an inu. This was the state of affairs when I first visited the
Tule Lake center in February of 1944,

When 1 made this first visit, I did not, of course, know whether
I would be able to talk to people in a camp where martial law had
just been withdrawn. But my spirits were high, and I was determined
to make off with any information I could garner. I had written to
my segregant friends, telling them I was coming. Moreover, when
my friends in Gila heard I was going to visit Tule Lake, many asked
me to call on their “disloyal” friends and relatives. So I went with
a list of more than a dozen people to whom I had been warmly
recommended.

The first things I saw were the bristling, barbed-wire-topped “man-
proof” fence and the great watchtowers manned by armed soldiers
and equipped with powerful searchlights. I walked past the sentries
at the gate and entered a little building where I was given a visitor’s
pass by a soldier, who first telephoned his superior officer to verify
my statement that the project director had invited me to visit the
ceater. Then I walked about a quarter-mile farther to another little

99
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JULY X@NK 19LL TO MA¥ 1945

Aftermath ¢®x of Noma Murder

The muxswxx news of the murder produced a state of panic, The pEpk=
people rushed to the Co-op b0 buy food. IXhEmfapamexeximarxizaxnzhkenrfixpxhxax
fax?zxxﬂ3§exhgnadxnndcnbnencmenbacacnﬂnbhenehaﬂﬂncdsgéuedcxxﬁhgxanannaa
Srxmxir nxGrizfixofnRoXazaxreskgradnandnzbnannnenbananfion Many members of the

Japanese American police force reégined‘aﬂd @W mid-June the staff had

owk dwindled from 117 to 73 men. The key officials of the Co-op reé}ined'

amd 3ome were ttaken from their barracks by members of the Caucasian

Internal Security and lodged Xmk in the administrative area. Xmxexammfimmapam
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sauerd] attewsts at rase in the mwwmx¥ celeny, T asked wy friend Mr,

<

Wakidsa abent this and was teld: "They say a girl was attacked im Rleck

69, She raw away screaminz. ae girls can't zo te scheel(Jamanese
N st scimel), But mew tue krys (of the night scheel) are zetting
ther and are ] ins scheel with the girls,"  ier-iigiide-abew-remarked:
Apeut-ToUr weeks age thers Wus a ruwmer rife iw eaap 7 tnal tue
exchange-veatwWas ceming, I et a letter from thafS}«nish Censul of July
12%saying” thei there wasn't the remetest npsBibility el.an exchange beat,
Way—aees”tha sdninistration start rughfs Lilemethat P!
Many ef the Nisei were alse mmmixk deeply disturked by the news of
tae Afterican aavances ia Lpe racific. On Jume 19, ¥rs. Wakida,keooomxx
whe taught in eue of the Jananese scheels, teld wme:
My stndents are asking wme, ".i:\:v-s_x_:i; (teacher)", they say, "Wehat wenld
ven think if T get leave clearauce awd get eut of nere?" They xa
Balieve 211 they read in the mapers. They say: "Saipan was takes,
this elace agd that slace was taken. Gee Whiz, what's geing te

/)
happen te us? 1 really aAxxfx denrn't wlzme them,

my

The pervasive sense of anxisty and insecurity were iuncreased by
ayants sertaining te the steckade, The Saiban-iin (Lawsuit Committee)
Branch
had approached Ernest Besig, Director of the Northern California Bxamik/of
the American Civil Liberties Union on behdlf of the xEx imprisoned men,
|
W@ Besig arrived at Tule Lake on Julﬂal, but he wag not permitted to

speak to the detainees except in the presence of a member of the WRA

Internal Security. Nor was he allcwed to

V

|
.On July 28 seversl staff wembers teld me that timx there had heen O- AN

o 8
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ettt Al

cemplete his interviews, Ber,en July 1}/ne wa3ﬁfﬂroei te leave the mxwyx

camp., A Caucasian infermant teld me:
The »reject atterney and I went xix ints the celeny the night eof
July 12. We met 1B peesle, , . almwest all ef them wers relates te
the men in the sbteckade., Yeshine presided, He asked the areject
atterney te exrlain the"kicking eut" of X Besig, The sreject
atterney said he nadn't been kicked eut sut had been requested te
leave, The Administratiem ceuld net allew anyene te interfere with

the murder investigatimn.l

1. Fieldnetes, July 1l.

v T ~r < » v s s » o ] P £ crac P | v 3 S o -
On July 19,the men ia the steckade, mest of waom had been imprisened for

than eight months, woix went on amether humger strike. On July 25, a

"One of the weys fainted in there teday, aseut 6:30

n

T at evening, abesut 7:30
steckade
steckade,
Caucasian pelice left the small statien

steckade and walking te the gate shouted, "Mr, XKai,

n
wife is here te see ysu. After & while the deor

81 ryeY
stagger

s w

epen

Y
> b e 1L
statien WAST'e | SaW

k

M‘)/' *
Heanwnils the adnimistiratiem was deserately trying te recruit awether

solice ferce. Finally they srevailed usen the bleck nanaders te ask the
¢

peeple in each vleck te elect twe wen wae weuld serve as aoliconenf in
their »leck., Mamy blecks refused.amd Peme blecks remaind unneliced fer
six menths. On June 2l;, Mp. Wakida teld me: HZGBEC "People weuld like

an Internal Security, sut webedy wants te rum. They den't want te se GEAE

an IX inu." One the same day, ¥r, Itasashi,kx an Issei, teld we:




3.
"In this cawmp ié really able man will sihew ais face Bsecause se many narrew
minded faxxwx fanatics are in came that you can't menestly ceeperate with
the fanatics., Even yeour safety cannet se guaranteed."

Exxmbuniiyn July
At the end of umm/tae new mmlmzexiwrsmwmxmiwwitixkawoooondExx

ooliceual}, whe were new ealled "wardens' met with the administratien te
fermulate new pelicies, They "adepted a series of changes sesigned te

insure tkat they weuld met se imvelved iwm any affair which wmight imcur

the diseleasure ef the residants.Ea .Ihaao:xaEEWspdenﬁtlaun1~aa&wa%oa&ly

Aipenever anyxif infringement of
law eccurred which might remetely be cennected with eelitics, er
night cenceivably effend the residents if actien were taken, the wardens

o 2
refus=d te act."@ <

1, Thenas and Nishemdte, "The Speilage," ».28l, Fer a mgmy detailed accceunt

of this situatien, see "The Sseilage," sp, 277-81,

r—

~—The KXXX murderer er marderers ef lMr, Nema were never ampreiendeiﬂ?

T I andnktabashilesatatananta-waen you-TINd Casn.

Meanwiaile, the men detained in the steckade centinued their wunwger strike,
On July 28, the Seanisa vice-Cencul cames te the center em a reutine
inssectien teur, Waen he was teld ef the strike, ne pleased with Mr. Best
te free the detainees, sut te ne avail, Onr July 30 Ernest Besig of twe ACLU
Agﬂﬁmmwa$~C¥
b e iigﬁteiﬁtie ereject. He was net allewed te see the detainees, but mmx
he teld their relatives that the contemelated K habeus cerpus sreceedings
weuld xxm almest zmkkxiw certaiuly result im the release of the ssiaisz
imsrisened men, Petween August 12 and August 24, all ef the cenfined
men were released,

| A I 3 3 2% 3% 3 P x'a
3 36 3¢ 3¢ % 3t 3% 3 3 3¢ 3¢

Inmediately after the murder ef Mr. Nema, seme ressendents mxxmasx

MAAERAMNRNXKYE exsressed aspreval and satisfactien. Earuoﬂqggfainqﬁyﬂxqg*ﬂf)




-

i another f?ii:‘
On September 12/xki¥hkmmmiimmagmanahy Nise

A teld me that she wished they

would catch the murderer of Mr. Nema. She had felt 8e sorry for Mrs. Noma and

the children,

3




3.
Tor examele, ov July 18, 3 venur Vigei girl teld me:

Teig mient seung awfnllw ‘,-,.«;_yq-j.mq_:.

ﬂ,“m;‘ f‘-"'p; weele came Il,“‘,'!q: that Wwav. R L -]>g+v '

ans pepnla falt ® Was reallwv bamems all tae i;»‘i:l:'f-:
\ \

administratien and sendine peeple te the steckade

1

-}—"».‘ﬁ’ neYms T""(‘FV‘*', "\ick"l“?,

s ,.'] ”\“}‘pql Julwv 1R '1'))!’!

"t ew Angust ?ﬂ’ this zirl teld me:
N gywe-
never nuderstred way TV'T‘W&-?*:"&T" had te Bbe killead, Mv sarents

knew aim and feal serrv for aim, I can't feel enue bit of thisg A wate

that made semsene stad pim, Nebedv ssams t2 kvew why am was killed,
Ta cams ther= were gse mawy rumers st thzt thme, Pesgle belisved
heard was trme, Te ereve its credibkilityv they akways
gsald "My friends sav it," It makes alwest evervhedv belimve the
gald, ‘ 3 T
stery.
N =K
b
/

A ,43/
On July 28 I visited ! Mp. aadeMpe,-Raxzix Yamashita, who,<l~#§§;gsad—aeasb

tﬁ~suspﬁotd,_ues probably the most GGETGBEC influential of the "hehind the

S l” ) W &
sxexesh¥dAidnxntxkxax scenes" adv1sor\to the Resegregationists. I asked him
how the peeple felt about the death of Mr, Nema. In a profound andessse tone

Mr. Yamshita replied:

the murder (here Mr. Wv/

ol the time bcwna ) the ef

o "R think as soon as the attacks which ended with

" for
interrupted himself and added, Ef ﬁgggrﬂ?w enuPQ'

of the pe zias 1o a mope or ' i
y : 1dn 40ﬁ””t10ﬂ was not able
e Administra

7 less ontimistic V1E 'f“’)(ﬂﬂu.
5 L efil Ao o oy oy S m/v'?,»,(z(- Less O nts ¥

on vne oppr essea mnas

Espectally since the action was
l the attacker.

2,7 ad
"’l ccess ] ful and

Mrs. Tamashita interrupted him, sgying, "It was a perfect crime.
Mr. Raxk Yamashita continued, "People were made very heopeful," After a pause,

he added:




re sorry for the victim, but the camp as a whole, 1f they @
joice for such a happening, when they thought that was the last resort or
to be taken to let the public and the Administration know that drfzg-“
ﬂonfﬂwwe forever. Deep thinking people do not think the @hﬁcqﬂnq i
action 18 wise and think that it youﬁd be more or less criticized D
puUuzc en 1t @9 known outside by vjrv, ? °¢'i . But the conditi
el method. It was more

7[3
use such a method.

Resegregation and Renunciation of Citizenship




6.
During August, a ga=eref rumor of an imminent resegregation swept the
J AN r\,\.f(\"
camp., Thishwas no doubt initiated by the resegregationists, who had

written RemXhemxMywx a letter to Dillon Myer in which they advocated the

removal of k& themselves and other "disloyals" to another camp where they

\
could wait for the exchange sh¢p to Japan. There were many conflicting
oy o e
QL ra !

xxgungmﬂasAaboui the probable destination of the "disloyal"™, On August

PSS e

8, the cauticus and conservative Mr., Kurusu told me: Vﬁ.For more than
two weeks everybody is saying we might be segregated again. First they

said we would be sent to Poston, then they said Alaska." His wife added:

told me

: . . wvigge il Tl P
wat they had heard it over the radio and seen it in ?ne San ﬁf?ﬁc‘:
v It is the disloyal people who

+7
[¥4

eople are going to be sent to Jerome.
moved.

On the same day and elderly Issei woman told me:

=  People heard it over the radio and the blocks were very upset. Children are crying.
I have moved four times already and I don't want to move again. Jerome i bad, they
say, too much rain. ‘

An additional cause of anxiety and ambivalence was the issue of the
sl
renunciation of American citizenship. 1In Jul&hgénéfess am] passed the
Denationalization Bill. On July 13, the Newell Star reported that:
L ®mx a new law dealing with the reliquishment of their
citizenship by American citizens has been passed by the Congress of
the United States and signed by the President. . .

The ¥mxx new law provides that an American citizen may expatriate
by "making in the United Shates a formal written renunciation of
nationality in such form as may be prescribed by, and before such
officer as may be designated by, the Attorney Gepneral, whenever the
United States shall be in a state of war and the Attorney Smwxax General
shall approve such renunciation wkkk as not contrary to the interests

" 1
of naticnal defense,

1. Cited from "The Spoilage," p. 310.
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On July 28, when evacuee representatives met with the Spanish ommwxkkx Vice-Consul,

XEERENEhXXXEXEXR resegregatbonist leaders asked him many questions about the

renunciation,asd -abeut proeedure but the Vice-Consel told them that he had

not received official interpretaticn of the bill and therefore could not

answer their questions.

Meanwhile, Mr, ngashita,dﬁﬁcﬁb&e Mr. Kira, and other resegregaticnist

leaders were delivering "eduatiomal lectures" at small block meetings.
They assured their listeners that Japan was winning the war and interpreted
the reverses as a strategic trap into which the American forces were being
drawn. They also iwmfx informed their listeners that they were,xuxkim
PxEEExXx with the assistance of the WRA, in the process of forming
organizations which wkzk reinxhkaxyruxgxnEaghEnknxtxenaentennpnapananfian
kwmxnxdxfe inndxpanxxx would provide the d education and discipline needed by
young people who intended to xmkx go or return to Japan., A young E¥ Buddhist
priest, who was being used as a cat's-paw, approached the mmiwik administeation
and received permission to use the high school auditoriam for a series of

The first meeting was held on the evening of August 12,
lectures on Japanese wxxk history and culture, ﬁ\ The priest and other speakers

announced that the purpose of the meeting was to form a centerwide Young Men's

Association for the Study of the Mother Country (the Sokoku Kenkyu Seianen -dan),

The expressed aims of this organization were to prepare the members to be
useful citizens of Japan after their expatriation tarough a series of classes
on the Japanese language, history, and political idology. The formal aims

were expressed-in a written manifesto, distributed on August 12:

Since the outbreak of war between Japan and America, citizens of Japa-
nese ancestry have moved along two separate paths: (1) for the defense of
their civil rights on legal 'nmc.plw and (2) for the renunciation of their
citizenship on moral prmuplcs Each group has constantly expended its
efforts for the fulfillment of its own aims.

7y

After we were segregated to this center, we have, on moral principles,
stood for renunciation, and have awakened the consciousness of racial
heritage. Fortunately, the government, whose national policies are based
on democracy, humanity and liberty, has now proclaimed by legislation
that it officially approves our inclination. We are, indeed, delighted with
this recognition. With the three principles listed below, we hereby organ-
ize the Sokoku Kenkyu Seinen-dan and resolve to devote ourselves for the
achievement of our original aims.

1. To increase the appreciation of our - racial heritage by a'study of the
incomparable culture of our mother country.

2. To abide by the project regulations and to refrain from any involve-
ment in center politics. To be interested only in improving our moral
life and in bmldmd our character.

3. To participate in physical exercises in order to keep ourselves in good

health. q’




1. Thomas and Nishi "The Spoi
ishimoto, "The Spoilage," pp. 311-12,
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When I discussed the newly organized Sokoku Kmk Kenkyu Seinen-dan wkkkx

with my respondents, none of them referred to the group's "standé for
' ofptpag aMf Ty 42

T o d O e
renunclatloﬁmof citizenship. ﬂhny\
f

Axoxapekikizaknaexertigrsxxx assertion that the organization would

reassured by the

"refrain from any invelvement in center mkikkk politics{". My conservative
and cauticus friend, Mr. Kurusu, assured me:

The Sokeku Kenkyu is not a pressure group. They just want teo

study Japanese culture. I know because I'm a member, That's imek
why I joined, They're not going inte politics. I guarantee

they will not start any trcuble in mere. If I see any trouble I will
resign. That three or four menths trouble really gave us a good

experience,

’

1. Field nctes, September KBJUAZLEXX 15, 19LL. Mr, Kurushi was referring to
the uprising xk and the pericd of Xxmy Martial Law,

Mérning ouBdcor exercises were initiated and tnese gradually became
ix® increasingly militaristic. RuxhzmmaxdxgxexnxwRaknzxkxx Bugles, grey sweat

shirts and headbandsp bearing the emplem of the rising sun were purchased,

el g;ch mprning, befere six o'clock, the young men would march through

the firebreaks, shouting WAXKENX XXX "Wash sho! Wash Shol" (Hip} Hip!)

X So far as I know, no one has ever been able te explain how the
Resegregaticnists managed to get these bugles,

Seme pecple approved bf the mmrganimatihon Sekoku because it gave the
Mmand/

EXhenwisan 1e§go-¥na§nber<aiﬁgtnerwise unoccupied young men semething teo do,
Others disapproved, Fer examnle, on September 1l I was chatting with
some women friends. A young woman remarked: "I say this new Seinen=- is
far away from me., They're far away from me.," An older Nisei woman differed.,
She said:

But BE& now they xmxe(the Sokoku men) have reasoned things out

more. . They've worked out some goed things. Like kix=ex these

zoot-suiters, for instance. They (the Sokeku leaders) say they're

going to have a heck of a time when they go back te Japan.
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¢ X
They say "We mugh train them,™ and I thinQ$nat'

S right,

Mr. Bufx Wakida, my shrewd Kibei fmkmwsyms® friend

T [
§y They're not very well trained yet.

s remarked:

°*™ L
1f they get toe much RXE power

ne 1 ] s 1 .
and can't control i1t, they might do anything., A let of pecple are

against it, but they don't say anything. 2

c
T i ’ [ .
When they have those eéxercises a lot eof the peopnle say, "Crimeny!

If you have a iw little baby eor a sick person, it wakes them up,"

7
P A \ a . |
N"TAlse the secret way they do things makes people susoect.1

1. Field Notes, September 11, 194}

£ 2% N e AL
" ” | 3

)J 3 t\ fl' .t t f S t b % f ine acr t'
g > "\ o o o

Rexaxskedcecmthouédcbec centinued te create anxiety,

On September 5, I xemmxhmdxixnmpunahtesn had my fair washed at the Co-op
A st AtvA
"Beauty Parler, ased \Whén I returned/; made the follewing notes:

Mary Okita, whe is from Tepaz, cannot understand why "some pgole"
want to be resegregated so much., After all, "We all came here be-
cause we wanted to go to Japan.“ She expects that these "people"
will try te start seme trouble if resegregation is denied them,

A young man, one of the barbers, a%%ug;me inte the xmm beauty
shop and began to gossip with the girls in Japanese., Even to my
inexpert ear it was ebvious that he was sneering at the news of Obhubixkdh”
kimieﬁnxﬁxbmnkéxbxbibabxbxhhbgbxbkbxhihxhkhxbthbxhbb&bbhb—tﬂnﬂﬁed
Staremd.imy victories in the Pacific. Then he began to sing the
Jaoaf@ese National Anthem. The girls were very embarrassed. One
said, "I wish he wouldn't do that." Then Miss Okita said, Wel],
Miss Hankey understands. H¥X He's always rude,"

That evening, Mr. Currie, the new Cqucasian head of the Ce-op, told me
that xxxxxﬁﬁxﬁxnﬁnxnxnnnxhingnmnidxhxaxdxythﬂnnnnxnﬁnxanaaannnanhnannhnd

the day befere, at a meeting of Japanese Americam supervisers, a man had

clos?lthe meeting by leoking him in the eye and asking , "Is there going




190, \\\\
to be any resegregation?" Curri i i The R ‘ L

Currie said he did not know. Reard then
explained that they were asking ¥k so that they could order mere wisely in cgse
a part of the population was removed from camp,

fn The next day/ a sewmmirchmaxhexnatnbhenWRAn Caucasian high schocl
teacher askmst told me that £ "she was being asked repeatedly by her students
if there were any truth in the resegregation rumors," 3 thorpuwon proceded
L ’.L:* thy. Rree s so-cch aowpn, ol LT
te visit Mp, Qﬁd’ﬁrs.-Yam&sh&be,fbucfmrz_\amashtﬁa—aneéu%reﬁ te telk?me
He, however, made no menticn of a resegregation. Instead, he spoke of
- the renunciation eof citizenship:
I don't know hew far this will ge. But certainly those who wish
for immediate repatriation to dapan,and at the same time don't wi;h te be
inducted inte service or relocate » Wish to renonn%e their citizenhips,
We dén't know how many will rencunce their citizenshin,
His wife then asked me if T knew if the renuciation of citizenship would apply

to the other centers, I said I thought se,

¥
-

_Fieldnotes, September 7, 19l

Feur days later, my friend, Mr.X§a Wakida, axskmdtold me:
-
People are still talking xx a lot aboup resegregation, We don't know
wnat will happen te us the next day.

xARkmxX -
ARkmx During the second and thr@ﬁ weeks of Sepsember AnxnEhyxahrnt

w
&xxmmmmhmgxxnxnmingxnnangxgéiigaxixxx rumors of and axiety about a coming
AM/{; a:\‘ ‘,L',‘/- s
resegregationfﬁéeapperei. On September 1L, twe Nisei girls, who were

covertly hoping te relecate, told me théfi the rumors were dyiug down,

On Semtember lS:y;y censervative bleck manager fréeﬁd;:ﬂr. Kurusu,/ told

me Rappily, "Everything bs quiet and peaceful now. . s » I'm very happy

newadays, I donfz have te worry very much.. . Everybedy was happy when '
(R el

the stockade boys were 1left out," T—was—at—this—mcaling-that e alsohxdoo0ﬂ;“
aRxxr _deP me that the Sekeku Kenkyu was not a pressure group/f/. "That's
why I joined,"

Only twe persons menticned the renunciation of citizenship., One was

Mr. Kurihara, an ¥¥x intelligent and cencerned man WHEX in his late Rexkimsa
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forties. On September 8, he remarked: "I den't want to predict, but as

leng as things go on in kxkk this way. . and the Sckeku Kenkyu pecple de net

get their wish, trcuble will =zmwkk continue te brew." On September IR 19 he
teld me:"We are anxicusly awaiting that questioennaire teo decide our
citizenship.," On September 21, Mr. Kira, amst an underground Resegregationist
leader, told me: The only tning the people are imhmmmbmd interested in now

is the denunciatien (Eig.) of citizenship, Some people have sent a petition
te Washington te request forms,"

The Remwz Second Resegregation Petition

fnxBpkeherxix
After my talk with Mr. Kira I called on Mr. Yamashita, the most

influential =d® and respeéted h%/the mndengmmnk underground REXEXXE®

gakkxwixk leaders. He appeareddf)ff¢// anxicus and Riztraghmboiixz distracted/, .

. 2 5 £
xi# Instead of lecturing me er responding te my questions he. asked me
o Iy . @ £ | a
: [l )
questioqiiTso obtuse and conplex that I was unable to answer them. (ﬁis wife,

who was sitting quietly awsmixkx and knitting thew spoke up xarmyiyx

g :
sharply: "Why den't ycu tell her the truth. You know you can trust her."

‘ b
Mr. Yamasnita looked nonplussed for ‘a moment,but then szé;hksag!Farié%uﬁe

a»d said selemnly:




Y/ Ov(-\!'\v'
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Resegregation is going to be

’ something eventually.
of the residents here and hereafte 2 .

The philosoph £ -
i w’I:LZ Z’)e ChQnQQd,,... p ,Op Y 0_, the maJOmty

This petition will tell the Administration exactly what we are, and what we should
be wunder the circumstances. We are certain that the Administration and WRA cannot
distinguish between the loyal and the disloyal people congregated in this camp. Fven
though it is for disloyals, it is different from other centers. This is the reason
for so much restlessness and unfortunate disturbance in camp. _

We residents, the wiser people, cannot wait further anymore for the Administration
to have the camp like this. The time has come whereby the Japanese residents wish to
formulate and determine their belief of themselves.

: Mr. Tachibana then asked me for my honest opinion of the petition and whether I
thought presenting it now would be followed by the apprehension and incarceration of
those who sponsored it. This was a stumper. However, the petition was sensibly worded
and in no way arrogant. It was, moreover, very ¢lear. I read it twice carefully, and
said that I saw nothing which could give offense to a just Administration. However, I
added, Mr. Tachibana knew, as I did, that Mr. Best was easily terrified and that the
action would threaten the calm condition of the camp for which he takes so much credit.
If he became too excited about it, no one could predict what he would do. Mr. Tachi-
bana seemed satisfied with my remarks and continued:

You know that the people behind this have been working underground for a long time.
Anyone who would have come out openly would have been put in the stockade. We have been
working on this since April, awaiting the moment, but we had to keep it a secret. Now
the time has come. 28

We are of the opinion that we cannot be loyal to two countries. As long as we are
living here, why not make up our minds to be real Japanese.or not? As long as this is
fully impressed on the residents, this camp will become more peaceful than ever.

If the Administration recognizes this movement, we will have a good mutual under-
standing. Besides Mr. Myer sent us a letter and recognized this movement through Mr.
Black.

If this proceeds successfully the time will come when the others (the fence-sitters)
will go out and proceed according to WRA policy. Therefore, the time will come when we
ean accomplish our resegregation purpose by such a procedure. It will not be direct
resegregation (but a process of resegregation by loyal persons leaving camp).

Those who refuse to sign this will have people asking them, "Are you loyal to
Japan or not? If you are not loyal to Japan why don't you go out?" Naturally, those
loyal to Japan will stay here until the war ends.

This way - the people will have to realize this - because as long as their appzar-
ance is Japanese, they will have to sign this.. Being loyal to Japan is a very serious
matter.

If they don't sign this they will be known to be not loyal to Japan and will be
told in publie, "You are not Japanese. Why don't you go out?"

Of course, many pecple who don't want to go back to Japan will

sign this, but then they will go in a corner and keep quiet.




11b.,
On the night of September 2L,the Resegregationists distributed an explanatory

pamphlet entitled, "What is Resegrefation and What Does It Mean." On the

day fcllowing, Mrs. Wakida, a young Kibei,
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I/said nebtuing to anyone about the-petiticn but I Carled™vm-=as.pmnay
""—‘m-»'!, e & > X

pecple as I could-4C see/when and in-#hat way #fley would refer to fitw
/ o £ 2, s o~ i

On the nighfit of Septepberx®3g-fhe Resegregat] sts distributed an
n . * T . Il

o entitl "Whatl. Resegregation and What Boes 1t Mean?"
Qxﬁ*ﬁﬁgzzzglagmﬂﬁfg% : s. Wakida,-a-yeutlf Kibei , kukoxme
asked me what the administration was thinking aﬁoﬁgkresezregatiCH. I said
that xefnfaxnxaxfxkwmw their attitude had not ehanged. Then she told me
that 4 on the night before a mammxxkx "document" had been handed around

frem barrack te barrack.

They give you what resegregation is about and why they want to

-

be mExxEXxk resegregated. There ‘are four pr five statements there that

you have to do and cbey. The pecple wheo will live up this this can be

resegregated.

We haven't even heard what it's about. There are so many people here

of different opinions, A'. . I really don't know myself,

Some people are very much for it, but I believe there are mor
against it than for it. What the outcbme of this will be I AXKKEK
don't knew . On the whole, most of the people are xmx very
doubtful about it.

I really don't see why we should resegregate. We're already
repatriates. We've already signed for repatriation. The WRA and
the people as a whole know that we're loyal to Japn., And a lot of
the people think as we do,

(I asked for details and was told that the people were not asked to sig

e

fn

4 >k ' .
L5 Y the statement|was waeedy passed fromdoor to doorg by the block
A

o

people themselves with the understanding that they were to sign 1la

+

]

On September 26, Mrs./K Tsuruda told me thab she hax and her family

had heenuasked fe read a naoer.“ S xannast

It was written in such awful English. . I couldn't make head or tail

out of #t, T thought, "It couldn't be WRA, Not with that English,

. « « You're just supposed to pass it on to somebedy else. It's te

er, )




separate the people whe are here from the "real Japanese",
but I don't know what it's all about.
I called en another Nisei weman, who told me that her father had not even

bothered te read the pamplet, but had passed it aleng to the next apartment,

Her friends, she mxk teld me, wer e saying that you mmmhdhhn couldn't find

ExkkiExr nmtmtnm  out the real truth about hhemmetdbhmm it., "Everything you
> v > ] o

heard was xmj rumers and you could'nt get any real dope."
}_,/\.’. AT Vi

On thé same day, September 26, I called on my Issei friend, Mr. Itabashi.
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i f B >tition by telling me: L
He obliquely referred te the petition by telling

‘ , e e sd o -
'n the paper? He szid, "So-and-se said

' i ey do ve any judgement
So~-and-se and so I signed it.# They do nct have any judg R

: ioni phasi e rery iation of
He openly disapproved of the Resegregationists' emphasis en tne renunciatior

citizenship., NXNEXEXAHXAXER
ini i % this: m t apanese part, the
My common sense opimicn is k#mkx this: from the Japan part,

; . s fig ik : dy denied. Se it is xEnassanpn
right of American citizenship is already deni

% : i
not necessary for them to make formal decparation of it.

On September 27_, an elderly Issei woman, an Old Tulean, visikted me
in my roem in order to express her disapproval of the Resegregationists,
The trouble in camp, she toid meg %4 1;
Sgd"all made by a few people.# /Q{ the 01ld Tuleans say anything, the
others say they ére ”iggiiﬁggﬁi”.(spineles@. So they don't say

xRXy anything. They don't want trouble. The way these few

trouble makers behave is not tﬁge Yamato damashii. The perscn who really

acts according to Yamato damashii #makes himself low and does not

EATENE Sir o)

4The people in Tule Laké‘~sths%$ﬂ; Ythink they will stay in
Tule Lake and maybe go back to Japan aftér the war. Maybe they will
stay in bhis country. But some of the people who came in, they want
to BE go backf{ right away. All they do is telk , talk, talk,"| I
said:‘"Yes, and now thgy are starting this paper around from house
to hcuse." "Yes," said the lady, They want tmmymmhanknnighbmnawaym
us te sign to go bhack to Japan, but very few people are signing.

Be dlon't want te pack up and xuw® move out of here. Too much trouble."l

1. Fieldnotes, Spptember 27, 19l

r X p

)/ On Septegber 29, I visited Mp, Kurihara, He vehemently disapproved t®) the

¢ *?

FariL | & : I"f; s f,ﬁ»f/l/\/\‘o,yfl.« .
peultu;n,ﬂ—tb-ﬁeﬁvgmgawmﬁ, and‘\;"fr. Kira, a Resegre::atlrvnlstj\hau’ror who,

1 had been told, was the covert leader of a group of "strong arm boys") iﬁk
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ere=StMetime s vl lon-{iheril aole-Trrees!l,

A pamphlet was left at each house. This block had more than enough.

With regard to signing the petition - it hasn't come around. In this block we
haven't seen a thing. But we know just where to go to sign.

There's no name on it. '"Who's trying to put this thing over?” That's the objection
I've heard in many blocks.

We want to know who is responsible for it. We cannot be led like a bunch of
gheep without knowing the leader.

e

I could say definitely that He (Wak§§$&a) is the ome who originated it. But who's
“earrying it through, I just know some of their names.

( Mmgns&;ﬁ%d -)

f / ! g ,
That E%g?ish! I said, "For heqven's sgke, why don't they try somethimg better?"

/ f
Probably| they don't realize, Put by proyiding such a poorly written statement
they lose thg respect of the people. /

The Threatened Expose:

(I told Mr. Kurihara abgut Mr. Tokunada's remark about the man who intends to
expose the /machinations of the pressure group.\)

I believe that's trye. If it does came out and accuses the right person, I think
he'd be doing a great tWHing for the people. :
Between ourselves/ I have always told them (the Wakayama bunch) that if they go
too far with it I'll gapose them myself. | Whether they call me an inu or not, it
doesn't matter. If T came out with the facts, I think\T'1l get-meed—o the™peopdeto
side—with-meT o Ay
N In many blocks I've heard this - the people are against it. They are saying,
they 're a bunch of troublemakers.' I think they are right.
One point I really oppose -- they threaten to use force - and i1f they use that
force, I'm not going to stay quiet.
Many people today are wondering whether they should sign or not. They're afraid.
They 're being led into it.

QSthember QQ,W&944 :¥E}'S”' 1?§%
e

So far I didn't want to be an informer. I didn't want to be called a dog. But
if anybody is seriously hurt or killed - why should I hesitate? My conscience tells
me as long as I shield him (Wakayema) I'm responsible to the public. As long as he's
at large he'll continue. But as long as he doesn't do it, I won't say a thing.

I've visited many people. The majority are considering. They're afraid some-
thing will happen. Those who have a mind of their own, they won't sign. Onby—ome=man
‘ . T R o

A e S —E T ——. \ he o, poli. -

Y




BOOTNOTE, p. 1k

1l, Cited from a copy given me by Mr. Kurusu,
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o/

warned tire bleck

Eﬂ y o,

; i ; ‘oA

managers that the petitien had neo administrative sanctien., On September 30, e
A

. =
On September 273 /Assistant Project Director, Mr. Black,

issued a memorandum emphasizing "that there will be nc further segregation at

Tule Lake or elsewhere, IhxtxnemEgremganhon . . kiksooe that resegregation is

*¥6 receiving ne counsideration from
Z Z Z2% ey 2
izﬁiﬂinxiiiiﬁéu!izazﬁpoilage,

condemned the the activities of the leaders,

WRA either here or in Wasningtcn."§? He

which, he said, were detrimental

to the residents and tended to "incitevunrest, preduce ccnfusion, Fupset peace of

mind, and centribute te tension and nervousness."1

On the afternoon of the day e wewmxxx Black's memorandum was issued
I visited Mr, ¥xxox and Mrs. Tsuchikawa, who were among the most active eof

the Resegregaticnist leaders. They had read the memorandum and were furieus. Mr.

Tsuchchikawa asked me &mgxk indignahtly, "How can ycu get autherity for a petition
like this. The next time we put out something I'm going to take the paper

- 3 z
to the bleck manager beferehand. @bd he better not say anything!"

His wife said: "We are going on as we were, evenf if the people squawk,"

FnEnke sumnze xnk nknExxEse sy " e dra X,
The memerandum also had a significant effect of théhresidents.

Eanniaxwknxhxdxgnhxeﬂnhaxaxaxnxnsyxnxnkaﬁnxnxhxainxmunenahnuhndapanaaanunmhnua

ambivadght felt they

People who had been undmohien sxnRuxhzdx nﬁnxexsnnxnzhthnxhgnxxxxxpxxiximn.
oild gafely sgy refu Bﬁ&bn

Txw=mcnfacntrcwanch cheadn;nbh&nélpandna?Zihah d

\

People who had been undecided felt t hat they Emukdxsaxfelyxnefuxe shxukxdxrefinae

o A
kjxmignhxPremkecwbonbadnhaennsusniahonsn could refuse to sign and'be xxkakkxmiyx

"true Japanese",
xagEgxxxqkwy People who had been suspicious and critical xmwmemimmdxbkainicxnn
statements, tinl »

begame wagh flore oven in theirAFxxxicdenuouéattoos. When, con October 2, I called
of Mr. Wakida, he burst out with tné statement: "I¥ say, 'Leave me alene and I'll
leave you alene! If I feel like it, I'11 sign. I haven't signed yet, I'm

Japanese - no matter what they (Resegregaticnists) say. If we swear to be Japanese,

!
Wwe are Japanese!
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Mr. Waljida alse told me that he awst had visited Reverend Aramaki, the

neminal head of the Sekeku K Kenkvu Seinen Dan and that they had argued feor
_ Ra.
many hourse without ceming to an agreement, HeAthen XE kigk visited ¥wx

Reverend #be " and Mr. Kunitani (whe had been the leaders of the Daihyo Sha Kai )

"but we Wwere both being so careful what. we said, that I cculdﬁ't get any

!
gix zimammmpbm clear picture.J

In some kXmmkx wards the Resegregaticnists set up morning Exmmx exercises
for the children and refused to let the children of pam\mbamnKem non-
resegregants paricipate, which, some people told me, made the children

feel xx ashamed/.

T, Avrvnw datla
On @mxkke Octeber 6, Mrs. Tsuchikawa told me that her cousin w&x had

asked for Xemamohm for leave clearance and/¥ hoped to return to the Manzanar
aged

Center to care for Wm her/foster parents. Mrexux@suzhikawantiaaxpprovednn

£ Mrs., Tsuchikawa

This-poane-wenai—aad spent swer-ef. nor life~in~dapam,
LLi S @ — e nade— _spent e
disapprofled must strongly:

Bhe feels mere giri te her foster parents than she does to her

‘ § f i y g and then she
country (Japan). I tell her that she was fecolish and wrong

E 2

LY — gries.
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Rumor of Department of Justice Assuming Jurisdiction over Tule Lake

gy

On ﬁxin’SéptemberLZS, Dr. Opler, the WRA Cemmunity Analyst, told me
that there was a rumer in camp that Tule Lake was "teo go under"tne Dgoartment
of Justice within six weeks. Several ether respondents spoke te me. abedt this

runer,—fmmesanphe, M, Wakida remarked ©q__ October fi-g:

JEF‘?E? under Justice those~wbcaﬁ”§e mo ney fwill be al) riant.

-
But tQESe who can't earn will sure stapb- erabbkﬂv aaaln. /.

QI;JW>4ﬁ”ﬂﬁrﬁﬁk’}ﬂﬂni d-like—to e an\ixxxxxzxn 1ntergee, but

th ¥ SIS P
On October L, Mr. Robertsen tol& me thét ﬁr. Best had ek met with tﬁe cémmittee
which was trying to xxxxhxmxixanixaknxhxdxnﬁaxaxnxaxnxnxnxaﬁnhax5 senfintin
¥xx  the BanbanReninternmentinBampn bring abcut the return te Tule Lake of
the Issei stockade detainees who had been imbmmmmiminmbhe sefit to the
Santa Fe iphmnnmanh Internment Camp.
M"Best told the group he had every reason te believe that the

Justice Department weuld soon take ower and that they might as well

Xx not kick up so much fusé."
Resegregatibwigf leaders actively emphnymd  used this rumer tte obtain
signmatures to their netltqlcn, pointing out tmehxwhxmehxmxhXExﬁapxntuxnkxnt
dymbhoaimbenkmomann when the Dgpartment of Jusél;;‘:;;:k :Q;;,éuie igke only

aliens who were "true Japanese® and¢y citizens whe had renounced their

citizenship would be permitted to remain ab~Tae-fwke,




ST ' H
Rumor of ©Opening the West Coast

D imetrrim——e e ,

. -
‘ e ‘{"J{d - w

\ many of theystars members hnxlmnmnump were fgx 1\\\\
xxnxmmuxkqx concerned apg distressed when,Tiﬁyus-%v&q; Mr. Raiwi Black
N

alnounced at g Ccmmunity Management, Meeting

en Septem?e;v‘gj; that Sasitw

the West Coast was sooh to be opened to relp

: cation angd that o-whmmmseT
Thgan
NERTEREES thw Tyle

Lake would be clesed to relecation,
A

A Caucasian friend
whe was Present told me:

)
"What concerns me is just how we can use t

his among the
Poeple if it ig Just a proba“ility.

Mr. Black said, "If you know
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anybody intending to leave you can tell them this."
Then some teachers asked what te do about the sixteen
year old kids. Mr. Hzgke answered that after the servicemen

A
return, maybe things aren't geing to be so rosy. Maybe we

Ak el oK
ahﬁaﬁb? pressure them,
I tried to get back tc the subject and zxkatx asked,
"Why can't reascnable notice be given?" Then Mr. Gunderson
and Mp. Black said simulsaneously, "That's all Hearst would
need!"
I said: "Are we running this camp fro Mr. Hearst er

for the people?"

Threats and Violence

During the first week in Octeober there were many reports that the

Resegregationists, in soliciting signatures, were kegihmnkngnkoxuzexyin

a A 1CA end

xkx threatening or'é£;§£§né peoplé who were not willing te sign. Dr.
Opler, the Community Analyst reported:

Feeling ran so high in ward VII, that vecal anti-resegrega-
tionists or residents ef "tough" blecks who had refused to
sign were definitely on the spot. In block 73, the bleck
manager was forced by public opinion te move quietly out of
nis bleck and later resign; kixsxx his secretary did Xikk=irkxze
likewise. In bleck 74 adjoining in ward VII, we learned
that one aged anti-resegregationist was hit over the back of

A i
the head and knocked unconscious [Octeober 7)

1. WRA, Community Analyst "Report on Center Trends (Oct,.B8-16)" (manuscript),
October 16, 194k, (Tited from "The Spoilage," p. 318.)

On OctobegAlﬁ, I called an Mr. Xurihara. He had just returned from
what he called a "spying-out™ trip, that is, he had visited many people
in order to learn what was going on. Wjal hegheds-mewas-se=dangeTous

~makded Wy
that e did-ngot. keep. a..carboi-copy ands SENEXQOOEXEKES/ ondy LEony.t o

‘ * |
Dpe—Taoman-s -Mb-«Ku-ihnza~ﬁx£Apold me that he was sure that Mr. Kira
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andfff his "strong-arm" boys were responsible for much of thefd violence.
Ne=e¥st™toddyme tiat Kira-had. ineited the-vielencethat-occurred aty see
@aﬂ&éﬁéﬁagiﬂgﬁrxéﬂﬂﬁﬁrthe so~eal1Ed Manzanarm#et. That evening, Mr.

Currie,the Caucasian Co-op head &£ of the XX Co-op told me:

A<

"that he had written a letter thag}ng the Internal Security for

their assistance in putting a step to the vandalism and thieving"
}Lf’.:wl )

C)
in the Co-ops. XXX John Matsumura (manager of the Co-op),r?’@“‘A

"had seen the letter and nad.nearly nad a stroke. We can't thank
Internal gécurity for anythingj said he. ‘Do you want us all te
get our throats cut?m“EXKXXK Currie told me thnat he did not
send the letter. ’ A

. O k- F,

& When I visited Geeorge WakidaA he kx said:
| I don't likefh¢ the way the Sokoku threatens people. They

say, 'If you don't sign, you're going te be drafted.' So
a lot of dumh people signed. But I think those who signed

were wise. I'm too stubborn te sign and that makes me enemies.

It's better to be like the proverb: Nagai mono ni wa makarero; Okii

mono ni waWCEBRAPEP nomareru,l

If I were BrojectBf# Director I would segregate them. I'd
give each person a pink paver and a white paper and an envelope,
Then those who wanted to be segregated @ould sign the pink paper
and those who didn't could sign the white ene. Then they could
mail it to the WRA zbmt and nobody see it., BCBCE No bleck manager,

nobedy te see. Then I'd like to see how many would sign! 2

1. Let the long thing wind about you; let the great thing swallow you,
2. Fieldnotes, October 12, 194,

As T I walked wmmmxxhakxkmxk back to the administrative secticn I noticed
that a seagull flying overhead had txmxpmixsgakexaxnkhenxndeaxskxdennfinbbenwingan
and had thus become a flying Jaganese flag.
a red circle painted en each of its wingsﬁi Previcusly I had seen children

trying to catch them.
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On Octeber 10 I visited Mr. Itabashi, a gentle, soft-spoken Issei,

who worked in the Secial Weifare office, : He was also a goed friend ef
Mr. Kurihara. I was concerned and anxious -about the frightening Xxxfxm
tﬂings Mr. Kurihara had teld me about the Resegregationist leaders/ and
XE#® 1 opened the comversation by wondering aloud,whether Mr. Kurihara
was net putting himself in danger by tryihg teo get information about

the Resegregationist leaders. But Mr. Itabashi reassured me, saying,

"I was going to tell Mr. Kurihara, 'Don't worry about it. It's not

so serious as youff think.'" K68¢ He then ﬁdld me that the majority of

the people who had signed the petition haa "signed under intimidation or
:'Lgnor'.emcoez.'l He aXsmnknidxmenb¥xk added that "the majority of people are sick
of all this trouble" and that he had been telling the Resegregationists
"The Japanese government is not se narrgw-minded as you.. . It wishes for
the people in camp just te live in peacfle and keep their health,"

He did not tell me that =Em in September, he and severald other

elders of the EEEEE}TEO'E?l xex religious mcve%&t had addressed a
meeting of their group -and had exorted them to follow the xk higher
ideals of Japan which, he said, were not compatible with agitation and

vieolence.

I said that this camp is no place for young men to make trouble.

They should study. I said, "Young men, behave yourselves," 4

1.

Yﬁl "Seicho-No-Ie is an internationally renowned humanity-enlightened movément or truth move-
ment founded in Japan by Dr. Masaharu Taniguchi in 1930 through divine revelation, based
on the sublime ideal of bringing genuine happiness to all mankind - an ideal of world of
happiness, gratitude, and peace - not a mere visionary Utopia but the manifestation here
on this earth of a home of infinite unfoldment brimming with abundant life and creation.'
(Contemporary Religions in Japan, IV, No. 3 (September 1963) pp. 212-229.)

Literally Seicho No Ie means "house of growth'. Loosely it may be translated as
"The Home of Infinite Wisdom and Abundance.'®~

2. Fieldnotes, November 9, 194l

i

1
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On the night of Octeber 15, Mr. Itabashi and twe other elder, men

it

returning from a church meeting were attacizgﬂkv a gang of young men «
(and wesse brutslly beaten) "

I was coming home from a religious meeting at bleck 52 - I heard
noisy footsteps. One of my friends was at my side and the othé r was
15 feet ahead. I turned around and saw that big stick. I can still see
Xnexkiu the club like a frozen picture but I don't knew anvthing
, R
after that.
The very first word I uttered right after the attack was
"Baka." (Fool) I rather feel sotry fecr those who attacked me

be cause they de not know what they were doing.

1. Fieldnotes, November 9, 19Ll.
2. Letter from Mr, Itabashi, dated Oct. 28, 19LkL.

The Japanese American pelice refused te handle the casex and the

men who had been gssaulted refused to Ex name or describe their asaailants.z

3.¢. Fieldnotes, Oct. 17, 19Ll.
2pxixbbibxbxBxbx 2Bxbxb

XK€ Mr., Kurihara told me, "Mr, Itabashi requestéd me to let the thing dies out.
They fear that neither they nor their families will be safe if I carry out

my intentions.ﬂ/b

L. 1bid., Oct. 23, 1OLL.

On October 21, Mr. Kira spoke to the yowng men at a SKEKE Sokoku
meeting and told them that xfixhkexnzngageRninxuinhanoengnnenwouwhdnnn he
would take care of them if they got into Xxuk¥® trouble., He quoted a

Japanese proverb: Dai no mushi wo tasukeru niwa, sho no mushi wo

kmxE=aME Korosanakereba naranu, which scme people translated as, "To axmxkk

save the big shots we have to kill the small guys. (it may also be translated

as, "To help the great cause wemue we must destg? those whe stand in its way.)
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On R=kwmbimemm October 23, I visited Mr. Kira, who was now calling himself
an "adwiscr" to the Resegregationists:

I found him in a spacious office, the walls of which were

covered with Japanese flags and scrolls in Japanese scripte.
' ; 4

Two brawny and solemn-faced young men stoed on eitner side of
him and another young man stoed at the door. « o He himse2f

sat behind a handsome desk.

Hexbehinxe annhangninvohnadnrsx

He gave mie a long account of how XXz he,"his boys",and "his residents"
nad had a éonfrontatlcn with t"e Project Pirector about whether or not one
of Mr. Kira's residents shruld be punished for illegally building axynremix

nimself an mxxxmEx extrad roem.

: e
At first Mr. Best threateg@ these people. "Do you want me to

call the Army like last year and teach you felks a lesson?"
fThey said: "Do'ycuﬁﬁhink you can teach the people a lesson
or are you going to be ppt in an:embafrassing position?"
They said, "Go aheai and do it., We'd rather have the Army control
the center than the WRA;"
As soon as they said that, Mr. Best changed his tone,

Mr. Kira then commented on tie renunciation of citizenship:

The people are anxiously waiting for the denouncement ef
it. When Mr. Best made the statement that within 60 days the camp
would be under Justice, the people were delighted, We more or

less expect it.

On October 30 Shinkichi Iwamote, who was kncwn as Mr. Kira's "hit-man"
':" VA )w:("
atbacked adﬁ sepiously wounded a young man. Mr. XKXKK Ifabashi told me

- that theyycunf man's father had oopn@g orltlclzed Mr. Kira,

\Jj ac"’f N A3 Mgy P ‘ :

)
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Efflorescence of , Resegregationists

N\

During k®km late October and November the Resegregationts increased

their actitivites and practiced them w®Pe overtly. They were given a

—~
staff office in Bleck 54 and they proceded mxxmx® tc cover the wallys

with gmamxmiixgx‘ Japanese paper flags and patriotic mottoes. ZAxmgx
Among these was a sign stating that anyone spe@king English would be
fined at the rate of one cent a word. They published a mimeographed
weekly and a monthly newssheet. The predawn exercises for the
BEXRXXXENEEX
young men now included drills, sxjugxjmf judo practice, and/prmdammx
leyd-—aud entimsiastic
marches to the shout of "Wash-sho! Wash sphol"
. —— e et ]
( highly
\ \\Grcup exercised of a more/nationlistic character were

'g" 1 initiated, including an early morning ceremcny cn the eigth of the

s : ; 1
month, at which prayers for Japanese victory were offered."

1, "The Spoilage," p. 320.

: ‘ : R
More and more of the young men begah mw=aRx wearing the grey sweat </#V!

and head band bearing the mxmx emblem of the rising sun.aa&:in mid-
NEES e 350
LA N A

November, the young mén shaved their heads, in imitaticn, they said, of

A

C
the Japanese Army. By mid-December, mxmp¥ld¢é even elders,) like Mr.

oy

Yamashita and Mp. Tsuchikawa had shaved their heads. _IReopTe Who
(disapgrnxsd—cffthE'RéSﬁETégaﬁ%ﬁﬁ%eﬁs*#"covertlyﬂcalled~them tkmxbald.heads or
kexxhavednneadsnin__ hard. headsej-—tantatextoxoshenxhkex The adult

Resegregationists mdmphmdmbhne formally adopted the name, Sokuji Kikoku

Hoshi Dan (Organization to Return Immediately to the Homeland te Serve).

The Sekoku or young mens group fprmally adopted the name Hokoku Seinen

Dgn, that is, ixmx instead ef devoting themselves to the study of the
language and culture of the homeland, they would now smmmmembhemnmmahmndan

devote themselves to the service of the komhmmdm homeland,




As Mr, Yamashita told me, the young men arec"preparing thmeselves
physically and mentally" so that they could be utilized by the Japanese
government "if they go on the mxam exchange boat.”
By getting up early in the morning, by exercise and training after

worshippfing, and praying for victory and eternal life for our

Japanese soldiers, the young people can% be deeply impressed., . .

If we were kmxk training igimxewv in open dayliﬁg, it will not
impress people much. . . But getting up early in the morning is to
feel that we . . are not taking for granted that we can sleep
Jong and at any time. We cannot Xxkx live here luxuriously.

gl \ - ; 1
We must dc pa:aqéi to what our brothers in Japan are doing,.

M allel

eldnotes, October 30, 19l
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The Leaders of the November Strike ZKX¥K¥H Challenge the Resegregaticnists

From the beginning of their underground activity in J anuary of 1944,
the Resegregationist leaders had striven to give the impression that
they were on the best terms with the prestigious leaders of the
B November strike. Indeed, they announced that obtaining the release
< , " . . . . ) -l 1 B
) of the detained leaders was their prime objective, %4
/

-7
|
)

= But when Abe, Kunitani, and Tada appealed to the American Civil Liberties

£ Union, the Resegregationist leaders refused to help them,
<---.. And when the ACLU did bring about the release of the strike
leaders, the relationship between them and the resegregationists re- kil g
mained polite but guarded. Though the Reverend Abe, George k4~ LV AN i eart
Kuratemi, and many of their friends were nominally members of the
resegregationist organization (Hre-Soknji-KikoXTr), they did not par-
ticipate actively and they declined the positions offered them.
In mid-November of 1944, with the imminence of the renuncia- |
tion of citizenship and the “take-over” by the Department of Justice, '
the ®esegregation group leaders decided to institute a membership.
purge. They posted statements in the latrines and laundry rooms
which, in effect, said the following: True Japanese life was austere
and full of sacrifice; people who could not do without American
luxuries such as rich food, liquor, or cosmetics, and people who were
addicted to degenerate vices such as gambling and sake drinking,
had no place in postwar Japan or in the membership rolls of the
Resegregation group. Having defined the “true Japanese” and the
“not Japanese” in this manner, the leaders sent curt notices of expul-
sion to some of their more moderate charter members and to a num-
ber of the friends of Abe, Kuratomi, and Tada. K Ao ¥ ondl
Though the expelled members had not approved of many of the
policies and activities of the Qgsegrcgation group, they resented being
cast off in this rude manner and being derogated as “not Japanese.”
Some also feared that their removal from the membership list might
make them ineligible for repatriation. There now emerged the po-
tential of a confrontation between the two groups, and, as usual, the
warrior champions were the initiators. When a crowd of several
hundred people had gathered on the evening of 19 November to bid

g Fieldwork," p. 163,
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farewell to a number of families who were on their way to join
interned members in the Department of Justice camp at Crystal City,
Tetsuo Kodama, a noted judo champion and a close friend of

: 47 Kusatomi and Tada, approached Mr. Yamada (also a judo cham-

pion and leader of the HUkoku'S and accused Yamada of having
called him an inu. This was a challenge to fight, which Yamada ig-
nored.

This open and aggressive defiance thoroughly upset the resegrega-
tionists. Mrs. Tsuchikawa told me that young men of the Hokoku
were guarding the apartments of the resegregaticnist leaders night
and day. On the other hand, many of the residents (those who dis-
approved of the resegregationists) were intrigued by the prospect of
a feud between the superpatriots and the members of the Abe-
__Kuratemt-Tada faction. Mr. Kurihara voiced the hope that in the
event of a violent fight or a gang war the administration would be
forced to imprison thc&g:scgregationist leaders, “and then the people
could get rid of the gambling group.” (Many of the members ex-
pelled were young men who spent a great deal of their time playing
cards. According to rumor, they also drank bootleg sake provided
by the enterprising Mr. Tada. People called them “the gamblers,”
and it is my suspicion that they constituted a kind of young men’s

peer society. ) As—pafhef—t-heu,-newmteﬁfy program,Gall the male
members of the Resegregation grouﬁ;‘%‘ﬁaved their heads to an egg-
like smoothness, dn—imitation;—they—said,—of—the Japanese—army.
Lonversely, the friends of Kugatomi, Kodama, and Tadg\,:‘fgt their
hair flourish luxuriously. People began to refer to the former as
“shavedheads” or, more derogatorily, “baldheads,” and to the latter
as “longhairs.”

On 15 December, the anticipated fight broke out. A certain Mr.
—Hamaguehi went to the resegregationist headquarters in block 54,
discreetly accompanied or followed by fellow members of the long-
haired faction. Hamaguchi accosted the head of the Sokuji Kikoku
Hoshi-dan, demanding the reasons for his\expulsion, and the Sokuji
official gave him a rude reply. Hamaguehi then seized a long’ﬁe'ce

Imaces BANAS P

1. As part of thé“new program.the.Sokuku changed-its-name to Hokoku
Seinen-dan (“Young Men’s Organization to Serve Our Mother Country?),
that is, ffom a group that “studied” the culture of Japap~to a’ group. that
“served” Japan. They now participated in military eXercises every morning
and they were commonly called- lh@‘»‘«t—he'-‘Hokolc_lf." ; ? &

7 ¢
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of wood from a nearby woodpile, the official grabbed a mop, and the
two men had at it in what must have been a strange parody of a
sarnurai sword duel. Meanwhile, Mr. Kodama, the judo champion,
and several other longhairs also armed themselves from the wood-
pile and guarded the combatants, to see, as they later put it, that
there would be fair play. Many strong-arm boys of the Hokoku and
several hundred other spectators came running to the scene; but no
one, apparently, dared to challenge the longhairs. After the fight,
which lasted only a few minutes, Mr. Hamaguehi addressed the as-
sembled crowd, denouncing the Hokoku for gangster tactics and for
the degradation of the true spirit of Japan.

This attack put the Nresegregationists into a very awkward situa-
tion. If they ignored the attack they would lose face. If they re-
sponded with open violence they might be arrested, and all their
elaborate plans for impressing the Department of Justice and achiev-
ing a resegregation and repatriation might go astray. So they drew
up a legal complaint against Hamagueki and ten other men and
presented it to the project attorney. Forthwith, eleven longhairs were
arrested by the Caucasian police and taken to the jail at Klamath
Falls. Then the fesegregationists plastered latrines and laundry
rooms with mimeographed statements to the effect that their peaceful
organization had been attacked by gangsters. To me they voiced
vicious threats of what they would do if they were not given justice.

The trial, which took place four days later, was a peculiar event.

*Kuratomi and Tada had asked for and received permission to act as

quasi attorneys for the defendants. The project attorney carried on
the case for the plaintiffs. Mr. Yamashita attended every session and
interrupted frequently. The eleven defendants were all neatly dressed
in what appeared to be their best suits. Their hair was noticeably
long, and they bore themselves with something of the air of college
boys about to be reprimanded for a prank. The resegregationist
plaintiffs and witnesses were dressed in the Hokoku uniform, a grey
sweat shirt imprinted with the emblem of the rising sun. Their heads
were newly shaved and they glared at the longhairs with baleful
eyes. Whether of one side or the other, the witnesses seemed to suf-
fer from some optical defect. When the man for whom they were
testifying had been struck, they had seen it. But when he had struck
someone, they had momentarily glanced away, gone to the latrine,
or just not noticed.

P
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Ten days later the verdict was announced: Hamaguchi was given
a light sentence; two other defendants were given suspended sen-
tences; the rest were acquitted.

Theﬁ’csegregation group leaders were enraged. They denounced
American justice and made terrible threats of reprisals. “Bombs and
tanks won’t stop our boys now if we give them the word,” said Mrs.
Yamashita. |

The fight and its aftermath significantly weakened thé\nositiou of tre
Resegregationgsts. Many of my respondents began to criticize them and some (Qo/r].?/(‘v-
EXenmEmE A H XK umnnxmmhmmmmmdmmnmhmmmmmﬁgnnmmnnnm told me that they were

. ond
resigning from the organization., On December 19, 1%Lk, Mr. Kurusu todé-me:

They (Sokoku) stated in their regulstions that their organizaion
1s not pelitical. But gradually they stepped into politics,

I #xshofxx  didn't like it and the pecple mxow don't like it
either. After I see this incident I feel it's better to stay
out. £ 4 . . I believe most of the members are really disgusted
about the way the organizaticn is ruining. They push people,
Their idea is wrong. They are forcing all these thiggs.
Everybody is criticizing the Sokuji now. This is a good time to

jump off.,

But it was at this time that the representatives of the Department of

Justice, John Burling, arrived at the center, to open the hearings for renunciation

of citizenship.

1. "Reinge=idedbdwerk," pp/ 163-166.
T N L+
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The Renunciation of Citizenshin

BP sSpltie l; e ne £ 1 t 4 Lo -4
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rze XAXKX¥®/Sp rship of t| nuncay tion hind B
/sponsorship of the renunc3{tion of chhimanbBbpp citizenship, only

xm¥xax 167 valid applicaticns were received by the Bepartment of Justice xx during

November of 194li, But wnen Burling arrived at Tule Lake on December 6 to

Xxxkx begin hearings, the Resegregations

&

strative activities, holding their noisy predawn militaristic exercises
as close to the fence as possible and blowing their bugles louder than
ever. Clearly, they hoped to impress the representative of the De-
partment of J ustice with their true Japanese character and their pas-
sionate desire for an immediate renunciation of citizenship, resegrega-,
tion, and expatriation. Burling was impressed, but in a way that
neither the ﬂesegregationist leaders nor the WRA administration had
anticipated. He told the ?esegregation group leaders and their follow-
ers (and also announced to all the residents) that such Japanese
militaristic activities were subversive and that if they did not abandon
tMmmomemWWWMbﬂmamdmaD@mmwdeMMemmp
for potentially dangerous enemy aliens. He also took a very critical
attitude toward the WRA for permitting young men living under
their charge to drill themselves for service in the Japanese army.

.intensified their demon-

1 - 2 ™ L 1
By the middle of December the number of applications for renunciaticn of

citizenship had risen to about 600,

The Resegregsticni if ; i i
I gregzticnists ignored Burling's warnings and drilled more

ostentaticusly than ever. On December 27, the Department of Justice interned

seventy of the leaders and officers,

z\ ] [ QQ .
{
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aad.centinue--theiswtrue-Japanese “activities™ This act of official
Tecognition scemed to encourage the membership. They gave their
leaders a spectacular demonstration of farewell, sang Japancse

66

patriotic songs, and shouted “Banzai!” They also immedia:cly
elected a new slate of officers to replace those interned. Under this
new leadership the activities of the resegregationists became fan-
tastic. They stepped up their bugling, goose-stepping, morning
drills, and Wash-sho chants. Elderly people and little children stood
in rigid and motionless prayer in the bitter cold and sometimes
marched with the boys so that, as a friend of mine put it, “even the
old ladies are running around in slacks yelling “Wash-sho!” 'j’_.

They taunted non-members as foliows®*
o : w20

“They say they are glad to be picked up. They say we, who are
left behind in camp, are going to be kicked around, while they will
be safe and sound in an internment camp’, RVt 04532 )

~

o

2, Kambinkkesyx Statement by a ma mature Nisei woman, Fieldnotes, January
3, 1945
~9




26,

had their houses burned were quoted”to me. As Bob Tsuruda's sister remarked.
: Nt
"What do.they want us te do <= go back to Cglifornia and get filled fu¥l of
1
lead@"

}oPieldnotes, January 1L,-35.5

M,, field notes for Hamuary 1945 are filled with statements expressing

anxiety, indecision, and desperation. On January 2, Mr, Kunitagni, who had

been a leader cf the Daihyo EHA Sha Kai, told me:

I think that the Hoshi-dan undoubtedly has started the rumor that
by renocuncing citizenship, the pecple will be allowed t o stay here
in Tule., ,» If they makex keep on making more pickupp Xkx=x its going
to excite the pecple.
On the same day, my Nisei secretary told =wm me:
We wouldn® mind# going back to San Franeisce if we had everything
as when we left. We'd jumo right out. But we've lost everything.
On Jumxaxyx January 3, I called on an older Nisei woman fri%nd and found
her very-upset-aad-gistrosseth iva state of great distress,
The people picked up say they're glad. They say we (people
left in camp) are goingf to be kicked around while they will
be safe and sound,

I don't know what's going to happen to us! It's very
confusing. I think/gf everybody feels that. They don't know
what's what yet. . .They can't say: 'Get out by a certain
time. We'll give you twenty five dollars and car fare.' In the
first place, why do they want to kick us out? It was their
business we came here,

To tell you frankly, I'm in such a confused xxwg mind.,
Everybody is like that., California is the last place I'd want
to go back to, with all I've been reading. We all feel, if
somebody is going to go back, let's watch and see what happens

to them,
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n people be thrown out even if they rencunce their

citizenship? Could they put you in the Army thenf
LN # R il

On 5 January, the WRA released and distributed to all tne resi-
dents an official pamphlet in which Dillon Myer reaffirmed that it
was the WRA’s intention to close all of the relocation centers by re-
turning all of the evacuees to “private life in normal communities.”
The WRA had announced this policy once before, in mid-December,
but at that time most of the evacuees to whom I talked told me that
they were sure that it did not apply to them. Now, however, many
people who had been dubious about the wisdom of renouncing their
citizenship—or urging their Nisei children to renounce—began to
fear that if they or their children did not renounce they would
“shortly be expelled into hostile and, by now, very unfamiliar Ameri-
can communities. Newspaper reports in which relocated Japanese
Americans or Nisei soldiers were threatened, attacked, shot at, or g\

: e L y
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‘had their houses burned were quoted to me., As Bob Tsuruda's sister remarked,

"What de they want us tc do -- go back to California and get filled full of

)
lead?"t p

A X, Fieldnotes, January 1l, 1945

On Jamary 5, Mr. Itabashi told me:
WRA's plan to clese the centers will fail, lmhmbabfinafnbne
When wé enﬁered camp at the kmggmwx beginning of the war I heard that
the German people who were interned during the First World Wae
were paid $1,000, each when they were allowed te leave th=x camp.
They have nothing to depend on. A job aan't be depended on. 1
feel the WRA plans for clesing camp will be a total failure. . » I
don't know one person who wants to go out. Of course, thoseﬁﬁ/
who dO)S”y nothing about it.
On the dame dayy Mr. Kurihara told me:
I have noticed that people are stiffening in their attitude,
Last week some were saying, 'If they make us get out, we'll
go.' Now they are determined not to leave.

=1

If they use fcfce, undoubtedly they will succeed in kicking

them .out, but undoubtedly, there will be trouble teoo. It

might be possible to get out at least 50% of the people
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if they would pay them a part of the damages they have suffered. But
the majority of people I have talked toc recently{ say they're not

going out.

On January 8, I spoke with E¥¥ Sam Niiyama, agex®%x a Nisei, age 37, who
o

oL o p)
R -

had been Héad of the Block Managers in November 19L3. Heﬁsapported the
Coordinating Committee andpad been called an inu. He impressed me as a
very intelligent and sensible man.
My kmxkk impressicn is that the people are very much at a loss, due
to the fact that they can't make a decision. The repseszntatives of
the government - they admit they're in the 4ar§<themselves. They
don't know what to do or what it's all abouts + « .
When they came out to ask us to make this decision, I told the
Army colonel (at his hearingl b1f you set a deadline I will renounce
my citizenship due to the fact that I have no place to go! Sie
I don't care who it is =-- ‘Nobcdy who can't see their way to their
own living, nobody's going to start walking out in the dark. If they
compel me - I'll stay here. At least by staying here I'll have a
rool over my kaxst children and encugh% to eat, although I don't
1fke the food. . » i

The parents of people taken to Santa Fe are saying, 'My child be-

R
came a Japagfe today. !

If there was some one way that they were really trying to help
me, I'll go out. But if they just show me,kwmxkx 'There's the gate =
Go.' NO SIR!
After speaking with Mr., Niiyama, I went to the "beauty parlor" to get my
hair wakhed,

My operater had nothing on her mind today except her worry
about being forced out of camp, She asked me if they really
would be forced out, She complained bitterly that her family

had lost everything and they don't see how they are going

to make Xmmmx cut., She said everybody is saying they




wont go out.l

1, Fieldnotes, January 8, 19L5.

SFOn January 9 I called on Mr. Oseta, the evacuee aide in the Legal Remxk

D

Department of the Project/s He told me that resistanse to the idea of going
out of camp was growing but he was going to have no part in it,
"What's the use?"

His carefully considered apathy was somehow more depressing

than the hopeless smk stubbornness of the less educated peonle

in camp, I left feeling very depressed.g[

He told me that in his opinicn the compulsory closing of
Y TIVEICTTSTTIOOETIEST L IEICI LI

the camps would be taken by the peopke just as they had
taken the evacuation. There would be %assive xgkgxk resistence

but it would be useless.

They've got you zmmibmpgxand going and coming. It doesn'y

pay te raise hell, TIt's easy for a person £mxxx without a
family to raise hell, but with a wife and children it's anotger
matter to think about.

xKwoinheR
Under the Geneva Conference, they 't kick the aliens

out.

(I asked if fear of being forced out was the reason why so
many people were renouncing their citizenship.) $Soesyit

Sure, why not? HNnEexmknzm@mwmxx If they were sincere about
restoring our rights of citizenship, why didn't they csl1l the
women for hearings. They just want to get you in the Army,

The trouble is, minority races suffer one way or antther.




29a.
(Mr.Obata's carefully considered apathy was somehow more
depressing than the hopeless stubborness of the less

eduated people in camp. I left feeling very low im

i
mind, )

1. Fieldnotes, January 9, 1945




R%

On Jamuary 10°I called on Mr. Kunitani., He commented briefly:
T think it's a sillyid¢ idea on the part cf the WRA or the
Army to get us out of here. . I think it'S crazy. The Army
can try, but the results will not be complimentary. . .
Anything theockx that will be forced on the Japanese peonle =

they wan't xmk take it.

On Janeary 11, I encountered: John Burling and a concerened woman staff

member  xknthenCammxxicifexnxaiarndesaxiyditx having lunch in the mess

hall.
Birling told us in confidence that as far as he has been
able to determine, Tule Lake is nct open. Civilian Restrictive
Order No. 25 has é?er been rescinded. The WRA announcement
that the people Xxmx in Tule Lake are practically in the same
status as those in the relecation centers:in nct sc. . . He re-
marked that the longer he stays here tne more he is impressea
with the enormity of the confusion, Neither WRA, the Army, nor
the Départment of Justice seem to knwo what the other is doing, or

even just what they themselves are deing. 2

2, Field Notes, January 33}, 1935
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On January 10 I had a %Xk talk with my conservative friend, Mr. Kurusu,
He told me:
People are really minded tc stay in camp, where they think &XIX
it's safe. .‘.There is so much to upset the people: the men
picked up, the:renunciation of dttizensbip, they all come at the
same time. . . If this becomes a relocation center, they'll
draft us. In that case, they say, we must get busy and send in
ouf renunciation of citizenship.,
On January 1l, I called on the sisters of my friend, Bob Tsuruda, Tsuruda
had relocated in September and LRA66@ I knew that his sisters FEAXIRX
also intended to relocate at some time in the future. Indeed, the =X
elder sister's husband had been mimt offered a job by his former employer
in California. ZXmeEnxomexgnhowenarn cciimemmibmbemamnainbeeacixbmmmiios
The sisters told me thét they had been inter¥iewed by the leave officer,
Rt mxmim kmexmksie :
who, they felt, had, had pressured them to leave immediately, Xmxk
Nerike, the younger sister said: "She sure wants us to go out, She says
even those wh; renoufice their citizenship will still get senﬁhoutside.
Mrs., Mxzx Sato, fhe elder sister said that sne had told the leave officer:
What do you want us to do, go back to Cglifornia and get fillad
full of lead?
She then told me:
I'm going to sit here and watch, How can a person make up
their mind when they don't know anything? We can't depend on the

WRA.

e o o
oS

e

N@nﬁ% added:

Imavenhimkmkmxmamymzbzpxx We want to get out. But we can't
with $25. We have fmoomyx to Iy Bgy buy a bed, blankets,
~ and we've got to eat: ‘It looks as if you eatiy?u can't

sxmx sleep,

Nx She-then told me how she hed been in the canteen-acmimmmesmymfmhmmdn
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The two women spoke scornfully of the "bald-heads'™. Ne®%q, said she had been
not shaved his head.
in the canteen with a boy friend who had/kemgxiksioncx Amdmkaknxdxhexxc amaninn
ExkexEdxawd A ﬁéﬁgﬁy friend came up to them and said: "I'm not geing
to have anything more tc do with you if you keep looking like that.fmkhix
Ixwpmhmin  Are you a Japanese or aren't you?" "T, at's how they keep talking
all the time," said Euek!fi’“;hrs‘
On January 16, I visited Mr. Kurihara. He was depressed,
People with large families are worrying themselves to death,
Afte§ all the wrongs they have done to the Japanese, nothing they
do now will do any good. . . Right now the Jgpanese are most
most afraid of the hardships they are zoing to face.X¥XXXX
Also, a rumor is being circulated that five Japahese were
killed in Fresno or Stockton,
On the xmymmixmmi renunciaticn of citizenship, he said:
I've seen a lot of young beys very anxious to renounce it, They
are talking a great deal about it now, They aren't talking much
about relocation.
On ﬁéﬁ 15th I also visited Mrs. Kawai, an ardent Resegregationist., She asked
me to get special xmexmmmimbhmm application blanks for renunciatiocn of
citizenship for her two daughters. She asked me repeatedly if the #m
Department of Justice was going to take over Twle Lake on January 21,
I made the foklowing comment in my fieldnotesp:
(There was a widespread rumor that the jeoartment of Justice was

going to take over Tule.lake on January 9. Now it's the Rixk

21lst., Tule Lake is coming to resemble miXImaw millenarian

Burcpe as 1000 A.D. approached., The rumor ®f about the

Department of Justice has scme of the appointed jersonnel

worried also,) |
On January 18 I called on my xmxxmxk secretary, Mgry Komura., For the
first time in all of my visits, her father, a member of the HOshi-dan,

entered into conversatinon with me.
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He remarked that in his opinicn only 1% of the EX® people in
Tule Lake would relocate. The policy of the government in
this relocation policy wasn't fooling anybody. The news-
papers were shcwing that the war was going badly for the
Allies and the‘U. S. attempt to increase man power by re-
leasing the Japanese was well understood by the camp re-
sidents., | |
/
Mr. Komura also told’ma that he nhad just heard Eu?ﬁj/QXhKXXXXE
the radio that a certain town in California had announced that
they would resist the return of any Japanese. He and his
daugher agreed that "Almost all of £f¢ the people would like
the camp under Justice. They'd feel xmixmxx much safer, "
On January 18 I called oﬁ Sally Wakida. Sally, who intended to x=mmx
expatriate with her husband,George, was relatively relaxed, She opened the
conversation by telling mé about the Hgshi—dan activities,
Since Mr. Burling is hefe, they blasted their bugles
louder than ever., Even the dld ladies are running around
yellingk"ﬂgég §Eg") with slacks on. I don't think that's very
nice for old ladies 50 yéars old. Tﬁe young women do it too,
She then told me about her husband's Hmmxikx hearing on his application

for renunciation of citizenshinp,

When George went for his interview, the lady asked him if he

were a member of any organization. He said he was a member of

the Seinen~dan.,” She said, "The Hokoku Seinen-daii?" George

pulled his hair and siad, "No, can't you see?"
>

She lauged and mkad said she was sorry.

Early in 194l George had been active in'establishing 4 centerwide
P . . »
athletic organization for young men.

then told me: "Most people would like the camp to go under Justice,"
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#e.oThe food is gebting worse. We've nad wieners day after

day ess I guess the only yecolé?aVing fun in camp now are the

Hoshi-dan people. They have something tec do every day and meetbngs
every night.
<:"On January 19 I visited# Mr. Kunitani. He told me there was a widespread
rumor that all persons who have not renounced their citizenship by January
Uiy ph = : . it g
20 7?1 be kicked out of camp., He implied that this rumcr was being sprea

by the Hoshi-dan{ "Some people are also being told to answer in a radical

way so that their citizenship will not be taken away.”l

e,
l. These statements are incorrectly dated in "The Spoilage,”A§u2-3h2.

Ong January BS6C 19, Mr. Burling told me that the Department of Justice

had rec€ ived almost 6,000 applications for remunciation.? He also told
me that he Bad agmxmmx asked Dillon Myer to make Tule Lake a refuge
center from which no one would be forced to relocate for the Anrdrg dear e OV

of the war., Dillon Myer refused.

2. On January 26 he told me there nhad been a miscalcutaion. The more accurate
estimate was close to 5,000,

On Jamary 22, Mr. Kurihara told me:

The majority of people in Tule Lake believe they ddad% havk
don't have to go cut. They will not change their minds., Why
should we come here in the first place.if we didn't want to re-
nounce our citizenship? . . « The true motive behind.the
renunciation #xx of citizenship is that they' don't want Lo
get out. They want to remain in camp for the remainder of the
war., When WRA comes to realize their mistake, it will be too
late,

On the same day, Miss Komura, my secretary, told me:
Quite a few of my girl friends are renouncing., I guess it's
because they're repatriates and had a purpose for coming here,

Most of my friends I meet at Japanese school: we all have the




