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XXmO ATTEMPT TO DEMONSTRATE jt$SXki3QBtx "LOYALTY"

Five of the *BjMwl«BmtamBtairy©ung we» who had renounced th e i r  c i t iz e n s h ip  

• r  had been taken to  Japan by th e i r  paren ts  and sakce subsequently  re tu rned  

t t  the United S ta te s , appear to  have xkbucxk art** attem pted t© rega in  

th e i r  s ta tu s  as " lo y a l Americans" by jc in g  the armed fo rce s .

Joseph K ikuchi, who was 11 y ears  ©Id a t  the tim e ©f evacuation , was taken 

to  Japan by h is  p aren ts  and re tu rned  to  th e  United Sta tes  / / ,  age ll*, "on 

h is  own":

The reasfcp I  th in k , 9f®r ve lun tep rigg  i s  th a t  we were s t i l l  t ry ih g  

t© prove ©ur ftaytmifeji lo y a l ty . • . When th e  Korean War came q u ite  a 

few ©f us vo lunteered • • to  continue t© prove th a t we were lo y a l .

My b ro th e rs  a lso  vo lun teered , and they  were a l l  in  m il i ta ry  in �

te l l ig e n c e , one was in  A ir Force In te l l ig e n c e  and the o th e r was in  the  

CIC, which i s  Counter In te l l ig e n c e . And so ©ur whole fam ii ly , which 

was considered d is lo y a l — which is  r e a l ly  i ro n ic .

S© today when/ they say th a t  we were put in  camp because ©f 

d is lo y a l ty , i t  doesn’t  r e a l ly  hold w ater, because, a s /  soon as the 

war’s over we’re  considered the ln y a le s t  k ids and given high 

m i l i ta ry  c la s s i f i c a t io n .  I t  doesn’t  make sense.

1. See a lso  X urusi, ���� 3-U; Okamoto, pp. 2 -3 ,A rthur K ikuchi, ��� �.
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SjODdtitihEKt
L ife  In the Camps

A fte r they had b ee t pxKsobc evacuated t® the /  Rel© catien C en ters, the

Japanese Americans were ©bliged t® l iv e  in  a s i tu a t ion  and environment

in  which they were tm n tm t continued t® be tre a te d  as c r im in a ls  ©r

'’dangerous peop le��� The camps were surr©unded by barbed w ire ©r MJUiXgKBSX 
fences

jtaafmmaRmif "manpr©©f"/and the gates ®? these fe tce s  were guarded by the

�
armed soldiers*'

1* At Tule Lake xixakixtxaxa&n£eGcen«aanxxKn«ixmnfaaii sème a f te r  the 

N©vember "u p r is in g " , /  tw® ad d ticn a l fences were e re c te d . One dfcefcdedcbhe 

fence d iv ided the ad m in is tra tiv e  area and "the c©l©n^". The ©ther 

xaxnxuduuicnpufa nape iianjtfcc o le oyc fenced o ff  a p a rt ®f the  are where 

the  Japanese lived.M XXXm xX

Axxulx Jdoe An elequent reactions t© these fences was written by

J©e K urihara:
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The fe e l in g  of re je c t io n  and u n fa ir  s t ig m a tiz a tio n  xxxtxxH continued 

because th e  cen te rs  were organized

of the Wha  staff to act as if the distinction did 

not exist, the basic fact »as inescapable..• The 

feeling of being prisoners permeated the centers 

from the first*.• Being an evacuee involved being in  

a subordinate position* At sons centers the 

commanders of the military police announced that

Soae project directors also let it be known among 

the staff that they did not encourage personal

A few s ta f f  members sidestepped these re g u la tio n s  and did th e i r  b est to  a s s i s t  the  

ch ild ren  and the  young peoole. Most of these  were teach e rs  in  the cen te r schoo ls and 

many were devout C h r is t ia n s . 1» 1981-2

% on the basis of two distinct classes of persons —HI

on the one hand ^evacuees* and on the other

"i? ^appointed personnel^* Despite individual effor ts

relations with the evacuees W)
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THE AGONY OF EXPATRIATION

During my s tay  a t  Tule Lake, almost a l l  ©f my I s s e i aad K ib e ti respondents
was winning

took i t  f©r g ranted th a t  Japan ,^xidbixHXXxthe war.

(quote K urihara and I©kunaga)

The re p o r ts  ©f American advances were in te rp re te d  as ”the  Japanese Army

drawing the Americans int© a t r a p . ” Ox±yxxucxm Qnrtjnr ximifcfiJLKfcpc

������	���6���������	�����������������1�����������	�������������������

Jfaoi In ������� none of my respondents spontaneously r e f e r r  d t®

th is  phenomenon,xxlixibaflidcnofcnfchGsnfenifcnwnaldnbeceeemifcy and I  did not

th in k  i t  seemly t® ask them. On th e  o ther hand, some ymrpmr people did 
speak of

x tl ix n ip w d n tn m n siy /to  the Saaagsngatn " su p e r-p a tr iots "  ©r "hard-heads',*, 

and one p a r t i c u la r l ^ p p  frank  man to ld  me tine th a t  the  behav ior ©f 

the " s u p e r -p a tr io ts ” was, in  la rg e  p a r t ,  based ©n th e i r  unshakeaKLe 

fa i th  in  an u lt im a te  v is to ry  fo r  Japan. He added th jt whenever an American
-y-

advice was announced in  the p ress ©r rad io , young z ea lo ts  would speak in  

the m esshalls or block meetings and p resen t m arvelously crmples 

in te rp re ta t io n s ,  demonstsatiig th a t  the  news item  was fa lsexp repaa  

American propaganda o r, an in te g ra l  p a r t ©f Jpanese m il i ta ry  s tra te g y . These 

speeches were very convincing, sa id  my respondent. I  was a lso  to ld  

( in  ����) th a t  some z ea lo ts  in s is te d  th a t  the news of the atom ic bcmb 

was fa ls e  and tha tj^ /^  even on the boat which was taking  them t© Japan, 

some people in s is te d  th a t  they would f ind  Japan v icto r io u s .

IkMmpiuMmmmna
In the ep ilogue to  "Impounded People" (p . 296) S p icer t e l l s  u s : 

JbcmanQnHftmmmmmmau

There were persons — a few hundred, w ith ra re  exceptions I s s e i  -  

who p e rs is te d  in  b e liev in g  th a t  Japan was not de feated. They re s e t t le d

and l iv e d  on in  a dream w orld, w atting fo r  the t r u th  about hew the 

qar ended/ to  be made known. A la rg e  p repo rtion  ©f those who 

requested  re p a tr ia t io n  from Tule Lake had s im ila r  ideas a t  the
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\  SECTION ON XARIETY OF VIEW ON REPEATRIATIONAND EXPAT.

W rite in tro d u c tio n  -  ©n v a r ie ty  -  

Fear ®f Japan -  Themas Kikuchi* age. ��
--------- s & r

The th ing  th a t  r e a l ly  s ta r te d  t® g e t me soared was was the ta lk  about 

my p aren ts  wanting t© re tu rn  to  Japan. I  could b a re ly  understand what my 

paren ts were say ing , much le s s  read and w rite  th e  language. Ween I  

learned  th a t  we were going t© leave Rower and g t t© Tule Lake and eventu�

a l ly  t© g® t© 2m±mmimhui Japan, th a t  was the low est po in t in  my l i f e .  I  

dreaded g ting  t® Tule Lake, knowing th a t  ev en u ta lly  I  would have t© ac�

company ray paren ts  t© Japan. MmmmimamiiMlimkmMm



THE JAPANESE AMERICAN RELOCATION CENTERS

|  WRA the opportunity to cut these crews drastically and so purge 
s them of persons with antiadministration sentiments. The coal crew, 
jfor example, was to be cut from 300 to 90. The negotiating com- 
Imittee vigorously resisted these suggestions, and, after several abor�
tive meetings between the committee and the army, it was decided 
to hold a mass meeting at which representatives of the army, the 

) \  WRA, and the negotiating committee would speak and explain the 
situation to the people. But when the members of the negotiating 
committee relayed this decision to the Daihyo Sha Kai, there was 
much discontent. After a stormy session lasting far into the night 
it was decided to cancel the proposed mass meetings. The next 
morning, announcements to this effect were made in the Japanese 
mess halls. But no one, it seems, remembered or had the nerve to 

>. inform the army or the WRA that there was to be no meeting. 
A few minutes before 2 p .m . (the appointed time), the colonel and 
a WRA field director entered the center with a strong escort of 
armored cars and jeeps. Thirty soldiers surrounded the open-air 

, stage and fixed bayonets; other soldiers in military vehicles patrolled 
j the nearby areas. But not one Japanese was to be seen. Thereupon 
' the colonel delivered his address, announcing to the empty firebreak 

' that the center was under complete military control, that a curfew 
would be enforced between the hours of 7 p .m . and 6 a .m ., and that 
no ingoing or outgoing telephone or telegraph messages could be 
made without the approval of the military.

The next day (14 November) the army began to arrest and 
confine the members of the negotiating committee and other men 
suspected of being leaders of the farm strike. These arrests and, 
perhaps, the formidable searches that accompanied them seem to 
have stiffened the resistance of even the less irate or aggressive 
segregants, for now many people asserted that they would not return 
to work until the apprehended men had been released. The army 

* “ responded by arresting still more alleged leaders and agitators. (By 
January more than two hundred men had been apprehended, and 

\  a speciat stockade; complete with a new man-proof fence and' watch- 
\ \  tower was built to house them.)
M Meanwhile, the army and the WRA personnel were becoming 

increasingly uncomfortable. The army wanted to get rid of the job 
of running the center, and the WRA wanted its job back. But before 
this could occur, the center would have to return to what the ad�
ministrators called “normalcy.” The army and the WRA thereupon

93

First Visit to Tule Lake

made advances to the only Japanese Americans in the center who 
were inclined to take a collaborating attitude— the officers of the 
Cgbop, Old Tuleans who managed the highly successful and profit�
able general stores or canteens. With the help of these few men the 
army and the WRA arranged a popular referendum (on 11 January) 
in which the residents vofed~whetheFthey would maintain tfie~istrike 
or return to work. By the barest majority— a plurality of 473 out 
of 8,713—the residents voted to abandon the strike._

Many people now returned to*.worK^aFter~first having been
cleared and accorded a pass which they were obliged to present 

daily to the sentries guarding the gate to the administrative quarters. 
On the other hand, almost half of the residents had voted to continue 
fhersfrike, and these persisted in asserting that their still-confined 
representatives had been betrayed and that those who had negotiated 
the truce and referendum—a group that now took the name of 
“coo£ ^ i® g ~  committe£!!rrrwere . “a bunch of inu.” Hostility and 
distrust toward Caucasians and hatred of the inu were intense. The 
fear of becoming known as an inu was all-pervading. A Caucasian 
who entered the Japanese section of the camp without a legitimate 
reason was commonly thought to have only one motive—to spy; 
a Japanese who received a Caucasian in his barrack was at once 
labeled an inu. This was the state of affairs when I first visited the 
Tule Lake center in February of 1944.

When I made this first visit, I did not, of course, know whether 
I would be able to talk to people in a camp where martial law had 
just been withdrawn. But my spirits were high, and I was determined 
to make off with any information I could garner. I had written to 
my segregant friends, telling them I was coming. Moreover, when 
my friends in Gila heard I was going to visit Tule Lake, many asked 
me to call on their “disloyal” friends and relatives. So I went with 
a list of more than a dozen people to whom I had been warmly 
recommended.

The first things I saw were the bristling, barbed-wire-topped “man- 
prooF fence and the great watchtowers manned by armed soldiers 
and equipped with powerful searchlights. I walked past the sentries 
at the gate and entered a little building where I was given a visitor’s 
pass by a soldier, who first telephoned his superior officer to verify 
my statement that the project director had invited me to visit the 
center. Then 1 walked about a quarter-mile farther to another little

99
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EVENTS AT TUL S LAKE, JULY 

Aftepm^th tax  of Noma Murder

The bo ms of the murder produced a s ta te  of panic* The

people rushed to  the  Co-op feo buy food. Simm^pnutGxexiyBeK&KaicnshxelnKfixpKlLXQK 

xaxsjpmgxxexBgnedxaadcGfcbercmesibBcacafinfchenstiaflfincGsgffiaedcxxitexxenjiauee
gwfrTKirxiihririrgy
iikxKxixnx �ii!isLfixoin£tiihKexcKBxgxaiin	in]inEhhannraeiiben«nfion Many members o f the 

Japanese American p o lice  fo rce  res^ined*a»d ®y mid-June the s ta f f  had 

sb(K dwindled from 117 to  73 men. The key o f f i c ia l s  of the  Co-op resigned  # 

a»d ^iome w erettaken from th e i r  barracks by members of the Caucasian 

In te rn a l  S ecu r ity  and lodged ink  in  the a d m in is tra tiv e  a re a . RaMBuemmmftmmapimm

JS3H2H



��� Ju ly  � � � �©vi*rsl ������ members �����  �!� that, tinoc th e re  ���� "����# �

�##�� � ��������� a t ����� i t  the  $������ �������� I  asked ray f r ien d  Mr, 

%�&���� �"�'�� t h i s  ���� (��� ����)� "They ���� �� g i r l  (��� �����&��� � �� �������

69. *��� ���� �(��� ����������� The g i r l s  can ’t  g© t© ������+, ����-��

4 ig h t schs® l). But tt-w the brys (®f the t ig h t  s c h t t l)  are g e tt in g  

to g e th e r and are  leav in g  school w ith the g i r l s . "  Mwriftfcf r h r afeg^ r m tattkcd t

Absul f ’OT“ weeks ag© th e r«  ^as a ruwsr r i f e  iM-'jkk&p J  th a t the
”  y

exchange ¥®aWwa& coming«. I  got- a l e t t e r  £**•« th j|^J ian i»h  Gsas/gl- ®f Ju ly  

��*?gay i t j f ^ t L  th e re  wasn’t  the  rem otest © M iib i l i ty . ©L-an ^exchange h e a t.

W t y - n i  strati �1 ̂-a-rt ■

Many of the N isei were als© rtmmijii deeply d is tu rbed  by th e  tews s f  

the America« ��.������ i s  the P a c i f ic . Ot Uu h*  19* ^ rs . W’akidajtadatxaoiix 

wh® taugh t i t  ®ae ®f the Japanese *ch®»ls, t®ld me:

Mv s tuden ts  are ask ing me, "Sensei ( te a c h e r) " , they say, "What w*mld

y®u th in k  i f  I  gat leave c learance and got ®ut ®f here?" They xx

be lieve  a l l  they read in the e a te rs . They says "Saipan was ta k e s ,

th is  ©lac© and th a t  » lace was taken . Gee Whiz, what’ s geing t t  
//

happen t® us? I  re a l ly  ixx£x sU a 't blame them.

The pervasive se tae  ®f anx iety  and in se c u r i ty  were increased  by

© vetts » e rta in in g  t© the stockade. The S a ib an - iin  (Lawsuit Committee)
— ---------/  Branch

had approached E rnest B esig , D irec to r of the N orthern C a lifo rn ia  Saousfc/of

th e  American C iv i l  L ib e r t ie s  Union on b e h i l f  of the wbh imprisoned men.

Besig a rr iv ed  a t  Tule Lake on Ju ly k l, but he wax not perm itted to

speak to  the de ta inees except in  the presence of a member of the WM

In te rn a l  S ecu r ity . Nor was he allowed to
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canq». A Caucasi** in farm aat ta l*  «a:

Tka « re je c t  a tto rn ey  an* I  went xkn i * ta  thè calaay  the a ig h t af 

Ju ly  12. We «et U� penale, . . a l« * s t a l l  af them were re la te *  ta  

the me* in  the stacka*e. Yeshi** p resi*«* . He aske* the  «»reject 

a tta ra e y  t a  exa la i*  th e "k ick iag  eu t"  af tk x  Besig. The a ra je c t  

a t t a r *ey sai*  he h a * a 't  haea kick«* au t but ha* been requeste*  ta

The A* miai a tra  t i  a* ct-ul* *at allaw  a*ya*e ta  inte r f e re  w ith 

the mur*er in v e s t ig a t i����

«are than e ig h t mantas, waxx west a* another hu iger s t r ik e .  On Ju ly  2£, a

M«a*whil# the a h m i i ia t ra t ia i  wa» *ep«rate ly  try ia g  ta  r a c r u i t  aaa th a r

��� � � � � � � � � ������ � � ��� � � � � � � ���� ��� �� � � � 	� � ��� � � � � � � � �

a

th e ir  b lack. Ma*y hlacka refuse* «.a** v$eme blacks remai** uaaalice* far  

s ix  «aaths. 0* June 21*, Mp, Waki*a ta l*  «e: ĝ CBWfC "Peeple waul* l ik a 

a* In ternal Secur ity , hut iaha*y waats ta  ru*. They *a*‘ t  want ta  he ti&fr  

11 ** i*H*n ^he *»*« day* Mr. Itabashi,±ji a* I s s a i ,  ta l*  «e:

0* Ju ly  1 9 ,the me* la  the stacks*« , «a ®f w*a« ha* been i«j*risa*e* fa r

N is - i g i r l  ta l*  me, '»Cae af the hays fa ia te *  i*  the re  te*ay , a'aaut 6:30 

a. m. a** was take* ta  the k e s p i ta l .  T^at evening, ahaut 7:30 p. «. I  

myself passe* hy the stacks*« , yr ���	 ,

One e-f the Caucasian p a lice  l o f t  the sm all a ta t ia * next ta  the

■  tacka*e a** walking ta  the  gate shaute* , "Mr. Kai, Mr. ICa i � y»Ur

. ,  . , . Jn
wife is  here ta  see you. A fter a while the *aar ef c*e af the 

hxraxk barracks apene* an* Mr. Kai stagger«* f?ut the ia a r  being 

kx l*  hel* apex by aaa th e r detains© . Kai walked 	l*wly te  the 

s ta t ia n  where I  saw h is  w ife, kxx	d ± i±  h is  l i t t l e  sea , a** a 

W a>y.^

t X ]  I ’T H i
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"I r  tl»i« c amr RR really aale ��� � will � � � �� Ais face kecause �� � many narraw 

rainded iaucxx faRatlc* ar® in  camp tkat j#u can’t ktnestly ctaperate witk 

tke fanatice. Even yaur safety cannat '•* guarantee d.'*

IXXMÉMMilipM JulT
At til® r r r I af d ju a /tk e  new xmláxaxAxrakmkmAmk í±x x Ar wx r x x jú o d c ímx x

»»licem ent, wli® wer® r r w ca l led  "wardensl »et w itk tke ad m in is tra tian  ta

fermulate R«w palicies. T*ey "adapted a series af c kanges «esignea ta

insur® tkat tkey waulii Rat ke invelved ír  a»y affair wkick »igkt incur
'/m

tke disaleaaure af ta® residente.*̂  Jk%gs«-Mar*Ward ea)fat> wer® imaMMusally

retardad an aeak _and IppffgrtiiRl i i i r  ^Wkenevar anyxif infringement af

law accurred wkick »igkt remately ke cannected witk  aalitice, ar

wigkt ctnceivakly affend tk# residente ff actian we r® taken, tke wardene
OL

refmsed ta act."*

1 . /&����� and 0��&��1��2� "Tke S p e ilag e ," f .281. Far a mm&y ��������� �����'��

Meanwkile, tk e  men detained in  tke steckade cantinued t k e i r  kunger s t r i k e .  

Or  Ju ly  28, tke  Saanisk v ice-Cencul case ta  tke cen ter an a re u tin e  

in sp ec tio n  te u r .  Wken ke was ta ld  af tke s t r i k e ,  ke pleaded w itk Mr. l e s t  

ta  f re e  tk e  d e ta in ees, kut ta  no a v a i l .  On Ju ly  30 E rnest Besig af tk e  ACLU

&�� ����� �&���� ������.��� �&��� �&�� ������������� 3� &�&�'�� ����'�� ���������4� 

(�'��� mxm� ������� ����,��	�� ���������� ���'��� ��� �&�� �������� ��� �&�� ��5���6 

����������� 7���� ���(���� 8'4'��� 12 ���� 8'4'��� 2k 2� �� � � ��� �&�� �������� 

7��� (���� ���������

af tk is  s i tu a t ie n ,  see "fke S aa ilag e ,"  pp. 277-81.

��9������ s �������:;��<<(����� �®u <#/=>?@&����2

# # tt # * * # * * ■ *

Immediately a f te r  tke murder af Mr. Name, same resoendents «yyiardw

���������''��A4� ���������� �����.��



ano ther
Ob September 12/x£iiii.«mH«ma?mmmahy N ise i, to ld  me th a t  she wished they 

would eatoh the  murderer of Mr. Noma. She had f e l t  So so r iy  fo r  Mrs. Noma and

the ch ild ren*



/��� �������2� 	�� , '��� 182� �� � � � = � %���B� � � � � � ���1� ��)

'teia ¡rd?'st s tu té  aw fully  la e a r t ie « » , tent, a '-body teas any symssttey x*

alié je p t le  f e l t  he was re a l ly  'f&mmá a l l  ttee tk iu js  £»i*!T a t  w itk 

ttee a d m ? ti» tra t io i  a té  sending people t«  tke  st«ckade — e sp e c ia l ly

ttee m*re re c e t t  * icku»s.1

Ü ^leldnnte«, Ju ly  �� , ��UU

But ��� *ugu«t 	�, tk is  » i r l  to ld  me:

H
I  never u idera tood  wky Mr*. m MK l tead to  tee k i l le d .  Wv ««rent*

/knew kirn a té fe e l  so rry  f a r  kirn. I  can ’t  fe e l  « te te it of t te ia ^ k a te

i
<5

tk a t  ������ ������ ������ 0�"��<(� ������ ��� &�	(� (&�� te  wa* &>�����

I t  camp t  te ere were s t  many rumore a t tteat tim e, Pe»«le teelieveé 

wteat tteey kearé wa» t r a e ,  T» trove i t s  c r e d ib i l i t y  tkey alway»

*a id , "My fr ien d a  aay i t . "  I t  makes a l» « a t everytetéy be liev e  tke 

a to ry .

On Ju ly  28 I  v is i te d  M£. -aadi^fcaiw^fariric Tamasteita, T̂ -§*■ '''* in r - *  n 

ty yww p g tt|<iy m s probably ttee most <DS0ÍEü@6(S in flu e n t ia l  of ttee "behind ttee

XKfflxoxfl 	ikWj<W»XKfoc±kKx scenes" advisor, to  ttee R esegregation ists*  I  asked teim
A T ; .  ^  7  /

te©w the people f e l t  about ttee death of Mr. Noma* In a profound and'"«wee tone 

Mr. Tamsteita re p l ie d :

th in k as saan as the  a tta c k s  which ended w ith  th e W S gtoer Mr 
int^rruoted himself and added, 'temporaryended fo r  th e  t i m J i e V V ^ 
on the oppressed minds o f  the  peop le was to  a more o r  le ss  o p U rm s^ c  ™**P * d
E sp ec ia l ly  s in ce  the a c tio n  was su c c e ss fu l  and the  A d m in is tra tio n  was f

�

Mrs* Tamasteita in te rru p ted  teim, sp r in g , " I t  was a p erfec t c rim e."

Mr. Xxxfc Tamasteita continued, "People were made very hopefu l."  A fte r a pause,

tee added:



p e o p le  were so rry  fo r  the  v ic t im , b u t the  camp as a whole, i f  they  d id  n o t re 
jo ic e  fo r  such a h a p p en in g w h en  they thought th a t was the  la s t  r e s o r t  or l a s t  s tep 
to  he taken to  l e t  the  p u b l ic  and the  A d m in istra tion  know th a t wrong-doing cannot- 
con tinue fo re v e r . Deep th in k in g  people do n o t th in k  the choosing o f  th is  barbarous 
a c tio n  i s  w ise and th in k  th a t i t  would be more o r le s s  c r i t i c i z e d  by^ th e  American 
p u b l ic  when i t  i s  known o u ts id e  by the  paper or ra dio . But the c o n d it io n s  o f  th is 
camp were such th a t th ey  were fo rce d  to  use such a method. I t  was more o r le ss  in 
the  atmosphere o f  th e  camp th a t they were fo rce d  to  use such a method.

�

V*-
) T Cj

R esegregation and Renunciation of C itizen sh ip
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During August, a rjiarmei w£ rumor of an imminent reseg reg a tio n  swept th e  

camp* This^was no doubt i n i t ia te d  by the re s e g re g a t io n is ta , who had 

w r it te n  EailiEmxMgoKX a l e t t e r  to  D illon  Mver in  which they advocated the 

removal of ±k  them selves and o th e r "d is lo y a ls "  to  ano ther camp where they 

could w ait fo r  the^ exchange sh^p to  (japan* There were many c o n f l ic t in g
(Q'tQJZ. c

Ka^r^aifiicjw^about the  probable d e s tin a tio n  of the " d is lo y a l" . On August 

�, the  cau tious and conserva tive  Mr. Kurusu to ld  me: '% For more than 

two weeks everybody is  saying we might be segregated again* F i r s t  they 

said  we would be sen t to  Poston, then they sa id  Alaska*" His w ife added:

___ / \T h e y  to ld  me
th a t they had heard i t  over the rad io  and seen i t  in  the  San F rancisoo Examiner^ th a t the
peop le  are going to  be se n t to  Jerome. I t  i s  the d is lo y a l  peop le who are go^ng to  oe

moved.

%. On the same day and e ld e r ly  I s s e i  woman to ld  me:

sV
rV Feople heard i t  over the rad io  and th e .b lo c k s  were very  u p se t. Children are cry ing .
1 have moved fo u r  Umes a lready and I  d o n 't  want to  move again. Jerome i s  bad, they
say, too much ra in . v

An a d d it io n a l cause of an x ie ty  and ambivalence was the issu e  of the

renunc ia tion  of American c i t iz e n s h ip . In  Ju ly  Congress Mri passed the
*V

D en atio n a liza tio n  B i l l .  On Ju ly  13, the Newell S ta r reported  th a t :  

a new law dealing  w ith the re li^u ishm en t of th e i r  

c i t iz e n sh ip  by American c i t iz e n s  has been passed by the  Congress of 

the United S ta te s  and signed by the P res id e n t. * *

The xxx± new law prov ides th a t an American c i t iz e n  may e x p a tr ia te  

by "making in  th e  United S ta te s  a formal w r it te n  ren u n c ia tio n  of 

n a t io n a l i ty  in  such form as may be p rescribed  by, and be fo re  such 

o f f ic e r  as  may be designated by, the A ttorney G efneral, whenever the 

United S ta tes  s h a l l  be in  a s ta te  of war and the A ttorney ftarsncart General 

s h a l l  approve such ren u n c ia tio n  xtfck as not co n trary  to  the in te re s ts  

of n a tio n a l defense.

1 . C ited from "The S po ilage,"  p. 310.
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On Juljjc 28, wben evacuee re p re se n ta t iv e s  met w ith the Spanish cxbxsoxS± V ice-Consul, 

XKlEgRtttaDocKXKgK resegregatfcon ist le ad e rs  asked him many questions about the 

re nunc i  a t i  o n, ajid- T*ketrtr'i2w®#^jgape bu t the V ice-Consel to ld  them th a t  he had 

not rece ived  o f f i c i a l  in te rp re ta t io n  of the  b i l l  and th e re fo re  could not

answer th e i r  questions*

Meanwhile, Mr. Y a m a s h i t a , Mr.  K ira , and o ther re s e g re ga t io n is t  

lead e rs  were d e liv e r in g  Meduatiotnal lectu res '*  a t  sm all block meetings*

They assured th e i r  l i s te n e r s  th a t  Japan was w inning the war and in te rp re te d

the rev erses as a s t ra te g ic  t ra p  in to  which the American fo rces were being 

drawn* They a lso  ix&fbc informed th e i r  l i s te n e r s  th a t  they were,XKxfehK 

iEKEoncs w ith the a ss is tan c e  of the WRA, in  the  process of forming 

o rg an iza tio n s which xidask keipxlikex^nouigxnKii^bKnicRxtbeimBntennpnfipanenfiQn

ikminxixfix in n dbapa nxxx would provide th e  jaf education and d is c ip l in e  needed by

young people who in tended to  xadba go or re tu rn  to  Japan. A young M  Buddhist

p r ie s t ,  who was being used as a c a t ’s-paw, approached the  lim rii ad m in is tsa tio n

and received  perm ission to  use the high sc io o l auditorium  fo r  a s e r ie s  of
The f i r s t  meeting was held on the evening of August 12. 

le c tu re s  on Japanese I t i i  h is to ry  and cu ltu re * /^  The pr ie s t  and o th e r speakers

announced th a t  th e  purpose of the  meeting was to  form a centerw ide Young Men's

A ssoc ia tion  fo r  the Study of the Mother Country (the Sokoku Kenkyu Seiaen -d an ).

The expressed aims of th i s  o rg an iza tio n  were to  prepare the members to  be

u se fu l c i t iz e n s  of Japan a f te r  th e i r  e x p a tr ia t io n  through a s e r ie s  of c la sse s

on the  Japanese language, h is to ry , and p o l i t i c a l  idology . The form al aims

were exp ressed -in  a w r it te n  m anifesto , d is tr ib u te d  on August 12î

Since the outbreak of war between J apan and America, citizens of J apa�
nese ancestry have moved along two separate paths: (1) for the defense of 

their civil rights on legal principles, and (2) for the renunciation of their 
citizenship on moral principles. Each group has constantly expended its 

efforts for the fulfillment of its own aims.

After we were segregated to this center, we have, on moral principles, 
stood for renunciation, and have awakened the consciousness of racial 

heritage. Fortunately, the government, whose national policies are based 
on democracy, humanity and liberty, has now proclaimed by legislation 
that it officially approves our inclination. We are, indeed, delighted with 
this recognition. With the three principles listed below, we hereby organ�
ize the Sokoku Kenkyu Seinen-dan and resolve to devote ourselves for the 
achievement of our original aims.

1. To increase the appreciation of our racial heritage by a study of the 
incomparable culture of our mother country.

2. To abide by the project regulations and to refrain from any involve�
ment in center politics. To be interested only in improving our moral 
life and in building our character.

3. To participate in physical exercises in order to keep ourselves in good 
health. *\

1

�

I
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1, Thomas and N ishimoto, "The Spoilage, n pp* 311-12*



When I  d iscussed the newly organized Sokoku fegk Kenkyu Seinen-dan «adtekx 

�: * ‘ ' " ' ‘ ‘ ' ‘ n ip 's  "stand  fo r

^KeK«^®ifefciiEainx�XBr±«tKHSxxx a sse r t io n  th a t  the  o rg an iza tio n  would 

" re f ra in  from any involvement in  cen te r p3ricfc± p ol i t i c s / " .  Ify conserva tive  

and cau tious f r ie n d , Mr. Kurusu, assured me:

The Sokoku Kenkyu i s  not a p ressu re  group. They ju s t  want to  

study Japanese c u l tu re . I  know because I ’m a member. T h a t’s Met 

why I  jo in ed . T hey 're not going in to  p o l i t i c s .  I  guarantee 

they w i l l  not s t a r t  any tro u b le  in  here . I f  I  see any tro u b le  I  w i l l  

re s ig n . That th ree  or fou r months tro u b le  re a l ly  gave us a good

xxs in c reas in g ly  m i l i t a r i s t i c .  &agi®Mmxdx!|xfiynxiraa:fcn:siricKx Bugles, grey sweat 

s h i r t s ?and headbandsjk bearing  the  emblem of the r is in g sun were purchased# 

¡iach morning, befo re s ix  o ’c lock , the young men would march through 

the f i re b re a k s , shouting  WLfflJSMMi  3GXX "Wash shol Wash ShoZ" (HipJ H ip l)

O thers d isapproved. For example, on September Hi I  was c h a tt in g  w ith 

some women f r ie n d s . A young woman remarked: " I  say th is  new Swinaw-dan is  

fa r  away from me. They’ re fa r  away from me." An o ld e r N isei woman d i f f e re d . 

She sa id :

**o!rc reassu red  by the

experience.
�

F ie ld  n o tes, September 13>, 1914;. Mr. Kurushi was re fe r r in g  to
___________________the u p r is in g  ±:k and the period of Axwy M artia l Law.

Morning outdoor e x e rc ises  were in i t i a te d  and taese  g radua lly  became

3 -

S© fa r  as I  know, no one has ever been ab le to  exp la in  how the 
R eseg reg a tio n is ts  managed to  get these b ug les.

Some people approved fef the  sHganhaafehnn Sokoku because i t  gave the

unoccupied young men something to  do.

But B(C3 now they xxxe(the Sokoku men) have reasoned th in g s  out

more. • They've worked out some good th in g s . Like tkxsEX these 

z o o t-s u i te rs , fo r  in s ta n ce . They ( th e  Sokoku lead e rs )  say th e y 'r e

going to  have a heck of a time when they go back to  Japan



They say "We n u l l  t r a in  th e» ,»  and I  th in l \ th a t 's  rig h t .

_gSjc Wakida, shrewd K ibei iniMtdyMdc f r ien d  , remarked:

f  T hey 're not very  w ell tra in e d  y e t .  I f  they g e t too  much p ,  power 

and c a n 't  c o n tro l i t ,  they  might do any th ing . A l o t of people are 

a g a in s t i t ,  bu t they  d o n 't  say any th ing. p

Wien they have those e w iro i.e s  a l e t  of the  people say, ''Cri»enyJ

I f  you have a i s  l i t t l e  baby or a s ick  person, i t  wakes them u p ."

^ A l s o  the  se c re t  way they do th in g s makes people su sp ect� ��

F ie ld  Notes, September ��, � Q)|)t

■ w- #  if

^  t o i . g  t t .  H r .«  W  .<  Sep te .b e r ^ r u B . r  „  .

^arnxB±nicoo»tiou4dcboo continued to  c re a te  an x ie ty.

On September 5, I  xiwaxhxiixiiJinmynnaliiiBn had my « a ir  washed a t  the C©-©p
V 'X̂  /MjnfvA.

’♦ Beauty Parlor* amNi When I  re tu rn e d ^  made the  fo llow ing notes:

Mary O kita, who is  from Topaa, cannot understand why ’♦ some pdBle" 

want to  be resegregated  so much. A fte r a l l ,  "We a l l  came here be�

cause we wanted to  go to  Japan. She expects th a t these "people"

w i l l  t r y  t© s t a r t  some tro u b le  i f  resegre& ation is  denied them.

A young man, one of the b a rb e rs, ©asw came in to  the yurar beauty 

shop and began to  gossip w ith the g i r l s  in  Japanese. Even to  my 

in ex p ert ear i t  was obvious th a t  he was sneering  a t  the news ©f

AiixednxiiKfcxBxfexbxbXteMbxhKbkb^bHbkbxiixiixkkfexbxb^btbfebab^b-^feBfed 

Sfca+TB* v ic to r ie s  in  the  P a c if ic . Then he began to sing the  

Ja p a n e se  N ational Anthem. The g i r l s  were very embarrassed# One 

sa id , " I  wish he wouldn’t  do th a t ."  Then Miss Okita sa id , We}}., 

Miss Hankey understands. KKX He’s always ru d e .”

That evening, Mr. C u rr ie , the new Caucasian  head of the  C©-©p, to ld  me 

th a t xi^xxgaii^n^oxi^njitRhingahiiidxfchBxdxjixteflBHjgnaina^aneaanAmniiiiQaRnhBd 

the day b e fo re , a t  a meeting of Japanese American su p erv iso rs , a man had 

c lose^ the  meeting by looking him in' the eye and ask ing , " Is  th e re  going
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t© be any reseg regation?»  C urrie said  he d id not know. The Board then

explained th a t  they were asking Jfic so th a t  they  could o rder more w isely  in  c*se 

a p a r t  of the popu la tion  was removed from camp.

The next day/ a xKhrafeimaKhRxnafenfchenWEAn Caucasian high school

teach er x s k r t  to ld  me th a t  /  »she was being asked repea ted ly  by her s tuden ts  

i f  th e re

to v i s i t  Mr.

were any t r u t h i n  the  reseg reg a tio n  rum ors." I  thereupon procedei

Mr‘ �)�)�� ""■ T v----- “ ' ~i - t t  u ì t e »

He, however, made no mention of a reseg reg a tio n . Ins tead , he spoke of 

- the ren u n c ia tio n  of c i t iz e n sh ip :
H * #

I  d o n 't  know how fa r  th is  w i l l  go. But c e r ta in ly  those who wish

fo r  immediate re p a tr ia t io n  to  ¿apan^and a t  the same time d o n 't  w i/h to  be 

inducted in to  se rv ice  or re lo c a te  , wish to  renounce th e i r  c i t iz e n h ip s .

We d è n 't  know how many w i l l  renounce th e i r  c i t iz e n sh ip .

His w ife then asked me i f  I  knew i f  the ren u c ia tio n  of

to  the  o ther c e n te rs , I

F ie ld  no tes, September 7

said  I  thought so.

19kh

1

c it iz e n s h ip  would apply

Feur days l a t e r ,  my f r ie n d , Mr.XfU Wakida, jra ted to ld  me:

-  7  People a re  s t i l l  ta lk in g  s± a l o t  abou f re seg reg a tio n . We d o n 't  know 

what w i l l  happen to  us the next day.

xiUbkaxk

***** During th e  second and th^Ld weeks of September xwxiHihyxxtatt 

¿xammomfcmBxmnKBKimgxMaKgra^aiiJHtx rumors of and £ d ety  about a cemin» 

reseg reg a tio n Adioappartyd. On September I k ,  two N isei g i r l s ,  who were 

c o v ertly  hoping to  re lo c a te , to ld  me th a t t  the rumors were ^y ing  down.

On September conservative  block m anageT T rfeen^^

mer happ ily , »Everything fcs q u ie t and peacefu l now. . , . I» m very happy

nowadays. I  d o n 't  have to  worry very much.. . Everybody was happy when

the  stockade beys were l e f t  o u t."  It-w as at r th i *  ■ «.fcU fr.tdwnt tte a l s < £ L * t A .

a ix x r me th a t  the Sokoku Kenkyu was not a p ressu re  g ro u p // / .  « 'That's 

why I  jo in e d ."

Only two persons mentioned the ren u n c ia tio n  of c i t ize n s h ip . One was 

Mr. K urihara, an i ü  in te l l i g e n t  and concerned man w ta  in  h is  l a te
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f o r t i e s .  On September �, be remarked: ”1 don’t  want to  p re d ic t ,  bu t as

long as th in g s go on in  ixiax th is  way. • and the Sokoku Kenkyu people do not

ge t th e i r  w ish, tro u b le  w i l l  KHxfcfc continue to  brew .” On September if i  19 he

to ld  me:”We are anxiously  aw aiting  th a t  q u estio n n a ire  to  decide our

c i t iz e n s h ip .” On September 21, Mr. K ira , xxst an underground R eseg reg a tio n is t 

le a d e r , to ld  me: The only th in g  the people a re  jcnfemamAmi in te re s te d  in  now 

i s  the  denunciation  (s i c . ) of c i t iz e n s h ip . Some people have sen t a p e t i t io n  

to  Washington to  req u est fo rm s.”

The Ssasxss. Second R esegregation P e t i t io n  J 
QnxSsntshscxai
A fte r my ta lk  w ith Mr. K ira I  c a l led  on Mr. Yamashita, the  most

(L
in f lu e n t ia l  add and respected  W  th e  mndemgriimcit underground SxxKgXKx

A

gxkxxx±E± le a d e rs . He appeared^K ^ //// anxious and dhxtraitefeKixdixs; d is t r a c te d / ,  • 

xdd Instead  of le c tu r in g  me or responding to  my questicnsyie* adked me mmy

q u e s tio n s fs©  obtuse and complex th a t  I  was unable to  answer them. A-Mis w ife ,

who was s i t t i n g  q u ie t ly  xxxsbdcx and k n i t t in g ; tJoen spoke up xkxxpyiyx 

sh arp ly : ”Why don’t  you t e l l  her the  tru th !  You know you can t r u s t  h e r .” 

Mr. Yamashita looked nonplussed fo r  a moment,but then 

a*d said' solem nly: '■  ; � - • ---
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R esegregatvon us go ing  to  be som eth ing  e v e n tu a l ly . The p h ilo so p h y  o f  th e  m a io r i tu 
o f  th e  resu d en ts  here  and h e r e a f te r  w i l l  be changed.. . . .  ^osopny o f  th e  m a jo r i ty

Th is p e t i t i o n  w i l l  t e l l  th e  A d m in is tra t io n  e x a c t ly  what we a re3 and what we sh o u ld 
be under th e  c ircum stances. We are c e r ta in  th a t  th e A d m in is tra t io n  and WRA cannot 
d is t in g u is h  between th e  lo y a l  and the  d is lo y a l  people  congrega ted  in  th i s  camp. Even 
though i t  i s  f o r  d is lo y a ls 3 i t  i s  d i f f e r e n t  from  o th e r  c e n te rs . Th is i s  th e  reason 
f o r  so  much r e s t le s s n e s s  and u n fo r tu n a te  d is tu rb a n ce  in  camp.

We r e s id e n ts ; the  w ise r  p e o p le c a n n o t  w a it  fu r th e r  anymore f o r  th e  A d m in is tra t io n 
to  have th e  camp l i k e  th i s .  The tim e has come whereby th e  Japanese r e s id e n ts  w ish  to 
fo rm u la te  and determ ine th e i r  b e l i e f  o f  th e m se lv es .

Mr. Tachibana then asked me for my honest opinion o f the petition and whether I  
;thought presenting it now would be followed by the apprehension and incarceration of  
those who sponsored it. This was a stumper. However,  the petition was sensibly worded  
and in no way arrogant. It was, moreover, very clear. I read it twice carefully, and  
said that I saw nothing which could give offense to a just Administration. However, I  
added, Mr. Tachibana knew, as I did, that Mr. Best was  easily terrified and that the  
action would threaten the calm condition of the camp  for which he takes so much credit.
If he became too excited about it, no one could pre dict what he would do. Mr. Tachi�
bana seemed satisfied with my remarks and continued :

You know th a t  th e  peop le  beh ind  t h i s  have been w orking underground fo r  a long tim e. 
Anyone who would have come o u t open ly  would have been p u t in  th e  s to cka d e . We have been 
w orking on th is  s in c e  A p r i l3 a w a iting  th e  moment3 bu t we had to  keep i t  a s e c r e t .  Now 
the tim e has come. • \

We are o f  th e  o p in io n  th a t  we cannot be lo y a l  to  two c o u n tr ie s . As long as we a re 
l i v in g  here3 why n o t make up our m inds to  be r e a l  Japanese - o r  no t?  As long as t h i s  i s 
f u l l y  im pressed  on th e  r e s id e n ts 3 th i s  camp w i l l  become more p e a c e fu l  than e ve r .

I f  th e  A d m in is tra tio n  reco g n izes  th i s  movement3 we w i l l  have a good m u tua l under�
s ta n d in g . B es id es Mr. Myer s e n t  us a l e t t e r  and reco g nized  th i s  movement through Mr. 
B lack.

I f  t h is  p roceeds s u c c e s s fu l ly  th e  tim e w i l l  come when th e  o th e rs (the fence-sitters)  
w i l l  go o u t and p roceed  accord ing  to  WRA p o l ic y .  T he re fo rey th e  tim e w i l l  come when we 
can accom plish our rese g re g a tio n  purpose by such a p rocedure. I t  w i l l  n o t be d i r e c t 
reseg reg a tio n (but a process of resegregation by loyal persons le aving camp).

Those who r e fu s e  to  s ig n  th i s  w i l l  have peop le  a sk in g  them3 "Are you lo y a l  to 
Japan o r  no t?  I f  you a re  n o t lo y a l  to  Japan why d o n't  you go o u t? "  N a tu ra l ly  3 th o se 
lo y a l to  Japan w i l l  s ta y  here u n t i l  th e  war ends.

Th is way -  th e  p eop le  w i l l  have to  r e a l i z e  th is  -  because as long as t h e i r  appear�
ance i s  Japanese3 they w i l l  have to  s ig n  t h i s .  Being lo y a l  to  Japan i s  a very  se r io u s 
m a tte r .

I f  they d o n 't  s ig n  t h i s  they w i l l  be known to  be n ot lo y a l to  Japan and w i l l  be 
to ld  in  p u b l ic 3 "You are n o t Japanese. Why d o n 't  you go o u t? "

Of course, many people who don’t  want to  go back to  Japan w i l l

s igh  th i s ,  but then they w i l l  go in  a co rner and keep q u ie t .



l i b .

On th e  n igh t of September 2 li,the  R eseg reg a tio n ists d is tr ib u te d  an 

pamphlet e n t i t l e d ,  “What i s  R esegre^ation and What Does I t  Mean." 

day fo llow ing , Mrs. Wak ida , a young K ibe i,

exp lanato ry  

On the
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I y&ffinffe&üAg, to  anyone about thejTetTtTicn Toul
f -  , . y

people- as I  é o u lj^ tc  see/when and in tim â t wav^WTey would� r e fe r  to  iv \

/  / 2U> ^Ok. |h e  n^^gtft of S e p t e ^ e r x 2 ^ ^ € n e / R e s ^ g ^ e g a d i s t r i b u t ed  an
en| i t l p gNf^WhalCjE,̂ K eseg rega t^ )n  and What Boes I t  Mean?"

rnatfnr |i j amsftflBt qQpt[fjP^or' *ffg - WalHflrV a^ f,|i| " P 11"^

asked me what th e  ad m in is tra tio n  was th ink ing  about resegregation*  I  sa id

th a t  xn^nlaxnxaxixhJraDt th e i r  a t t i tu d e  had not ahanged. Then she to ld  me

th a t : ©n the n igh t befo re  a HXHSEXxtac "document" had been handed around

from barrack  to  barrack*

They give you what reseg reg a tio n  i s  about and why they  want to 

be EHgKEgxk reseg reg a ted . There are  four p r  f iv e  statem ents th e re  th a t  

you have to  do and obey. The people who w i l l  l i v e  up th is  th is  pan be 

reseg reg a ted .

We haven’t  even heard what i t ’s about. There are  so many people here 

of d i f f e re n t  op in ions. X * • I  re a l ly  don’ t  know m yself.

Some people are very much fo r  i t ,  bu t I  R e lieve  th ere  are more 

a g a in s t i t  than fo r  i t .  What the  outcome of th is  w i l l be I  ffii&K 

don ' t  know . On the  whole, most of the  people are xsgc very 

doub tfu l about i t .

I  r e a l ly  don’t  see why we should reseg reg a te . We’re a lread y  

r e p a t r ia te s .  We've a lready  signed fo r  re p a tr ia t io n . The WRA and 

the people as a whole know th a t  we’re lo y a l to  Japn. And a l o t  of 

the  people th in k  as we do.

( I  asked fo r  d e ta i ls  and was to ld  th a t  the people were not asked to sign

tiie statem entiw as passed frompfocr to  door^ by the block

people them selves w ith the understand ing th a t  they were to  sign  l a t e r . )

On September 26, Mrs./% Tsuruda to ld  me th a t  she hax and her fam ily  

had been^asked fe  read a paper.^  ShtKxxM&i

I t  was w r itten  in  such awful E ng lish . • I  c o u ld n 't  make head or t a i l  

out of 4 t ,  I  though t, " I t  c o u ld n 't  be WRA. Not w ith th a t  E ng lish .

• • • You’re  ju s t  supposed to  pass i t  on to  somebody e ls e .  I t ' s  to



I  read i tsep ara te  th e  people who are here from the ’’r e a l  Japanese", 

bu t I  don ' t  know what i t ' s  a l l  about.

I  c a l led  ©n another N ise i woman, wh© to ld  me th a t  her fa th e r  had not even 

bothered to  read the p a l l e t ,  b u t had passed i t  along to  the  next apartm ent.

Her f r ie n d s , she ¿ x t  to ld  me, wer e saying th a t  you xoBuhitoAm c o u ld n 't  f ind 

BxitiiKxrmmibmihtaffl out the re a l  t r u th  about ibhfflmmatomihmflia i t .  "Everyth ing you

heard was mqj: rumors and you c o u ld 'n t get any re a l  dope."

On th ^ ^ a m e ^ a y ? September 26, I  ca lled  on my I s s e i  f rie n d , Mr. I ta b a sh i .  
A
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He ob lique ly  re fe rre d  t© the  p e t i t io n  by ta i l i n g  me:

I  asked one man, ««Why did you sign  the paper? He sa id , ««So-and-so said  

So-and-so and s© I  signed i t . #  They do not have any judgement.

He openly disapproved of the R e se g re g a tic n is ts ' emphasis on the  ren u n c ia tio n  of 

c i t iz e n s h ip . X^CCXÏMMXm

My common sense opin ion i s  i f c s x x th is ;  from the  Japanese p a r t ,  the

r ig h t  of American c i t iz e n sh ip  i s  a lready  denied. So i t  i s  XKmafflmamji

'■  ’’ '  * : ’ ■ ' ' $ 
not necessary  fo r  them to  make form al d e c la ra t io n  of i t .

On September 27 , an elderly Issel woman, an Old Tulean, visited me 

m  my room in order to express her disapproval of the Resegreg ationists.

The tro u b le  in  camp, she to ld

^  . i f
made by a few p eo p le .?  f i t  the  Old Tuleans say -any th ing , the 

o thers say they are  " i k u j in a sh i» (sp ine les© . So they  don«t say 

HHty any th ing . They don«t want tro u b le . The way these  few 

tro u b le  makers behave is  not t% e  Tamato dam qshii. The person who r e a l !  

ac ts  according to  Tamato damashii *makes him self low and does not

t a l k . * . . ,

*The people in  Tule Lake’̂ -stw^srsS^. ¿ th ink  they w i l l s tay  in  

Tule Lake and maybe go back to  #apan a f te r  the war. Maybe they  w i l l  

s tay  in  th i s  coun try . But some of the people who came in , they  want 

to  |ps go backjV r ig h t away. A ll they do is  t e l k j  ta lfy  t a l k . «« Ci~~ 

i sa id : "Tes> and; now thyy are s ta r t in g  th is  paper around from house 

to  house. Tes,«« sa id  the  lady , They want tomm$mmtaaotamRfo|ghtomawapm 

us to  sign  to  go back to  Japan, bu t very few people are  s ig n in g . 

J te j i lo n ’t  want to  pack up and su m  move out of here. Too much tro u b le����

1. F ie ld n o tes , September  �;, lp j^

On September 29, I  v is i te d  Mr. K urihara. He vehemently disapproved ^ t h e  

p e t i t io n ,^ , tb . and 'J ir. K ira, a R e s e g r e g a t i ^ T i ^ '  who,

J  had been to ld , was the  covert le a d e r  of a group of "s trong  arm boys'- 16k
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A pam phlet was l e f t  a t  each house. Th is b lock  had more than enough.

With regard  to  s ig n in g  th e  p e t i t i o n - i t  h a sn ’t  come around. In  th i s  b lock  we 
haven ’t  seen a th in g . But we know j u s t  where to  go to  s ig n .

T here ’S' no name on i t .  ”Who’s  t r y in g  to  p u t th is  th in g over? ” T h a t ’s th e  o b je c t io n 
I ’ve h ea rd 'in  many b lo cks.

We want to  know who i s  resp o n s ib le  fo r  i t .  We cannot be te d  t i k e  a bunch o f 
Sheep w ith o u t knowing' the leader. ^

J cou ld  say d e f in i te l y  th a t  he (wafesgsama) i s  th e  one who o r ig in a te d  i t .  But who’s 
ca rry ing  i t  through, I  j u s t  know some o f  th e i r  names.

That E ng lish ! I  sa id , ”For h e a fe n ’s  sg ke^w h y  don ’t  th ey tr y  som eth ing b e t te r ? ”
/  # /  r v ^ — —

Probably! they don ’t  r e a l i z e ,  p u t  by p ro v id in g  such a po o r ly  w r i t te n  s ta tem en t 
they lose  thd  re sp e c t o f  th e  peou le .

The Threatened Expose: �

�� /  /  /
(I tolfi Mr. Kurihara abjffut Mr. Tokunada's? remar k about the man who intends to  

expose the /machinations of ��he pressure gr<|up.\)

I  beTEeve t h a t ’s tru p . I f  i t  does cdne o d t and accuses the  r ig h t  person , I  th in k 
h e ’d be doing a g rea t tlflng  fo r  the  peop le.

Between o u rse lves / 1  have always toVd them (the. Wakayama bunch) th a t i f  they  go 
too fa r  w ith  i t  I ’l l  dxpose them m y se lf, j  Whether thdu c a l l  me an in u  o r  n o t, i t 
d o esn ’t j n q t te r .  T f J  name o u t w ith  the  fa c ts ,  I "* * -----M----- ‘ -------

In  many b lo cks  I ’ve  heard th is - th e  peop le  are a g a in s t 
t h e y ’re  a bunch o f  troub lem akersf*  I  th in k  they are r ig h t .

One p o in t  I  r e a l ly  oppose — they th rea ten  to  use fo r c e 
fo r c e , I ’m no t go ing to  s ta y  q u ie t .

i t .  They are saying•

- and i f  they  use th a t

Many peop le today are wondering w hether they  shou ld s ig n  o r  n o t. They’re  a fr a id 
They ’re  being le d  in to  i t .

September «29

So fa r  I  d id n ’t  want to  be an in fo rm er. I  d id n ’t  want to  be c a t te d  a dog. But 
i f  anybody i s  s e r io u s ly  h u r t o r  ¡ k i t te d  -  why shou ld  I  h e s i ta te ?  My consc ience t e l l s 
me q s long as I  s h ie ld  him (Wakiyowa) I ’m re sp o n s ib le  to  th e  p u b l ic . As long as h e ’s 
a t  la rge h e ’l l  con tinue. But as long as he doesn ’t  do i t ,  I  won’t  say a th in g .

J  ' I ’ve v i s i t e d  many peop le . The m a jo r ity  are co n sid e r in g . T hey ’re  a f r a id  some- 
p th ing wi l t  happen. Those who have a mind o f  th e i r  own, they won’t  s ig n . &ntn  wm "man
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1* C ited from a copy given me by Mr. Kurusu



11*.g /rS

n September 27 ,/A ss is ta n t P ro jec t D ire c to r , Mr. Black, warned the block 

managers th a t  the  p e t i t io n  had no a d m in is tra tiv e  san ctio n . On September 	^  

issued a memorandum emphasizing " th a t  th e re  w i l l  be no fu r th e r  seg rega tion  

Tule Lake or e lsew here, ttatemameirmgatmom . . attaocr th a t  reseg reg a tio n  i s

t Y e° ! ! l z z S 00,|_s_id ®ra t io n  '•«* e i th e r  here or in  W ash ing ton ."^  He 

±zmSfttl«izazKiut�HliigBzipoilage,

condemned th e  the a c t i v i t i e s  of the le a d e rs , which, he sa id , were d e tr im en ta l 

to  the re s id e n ts  and tended to  " in c i te  u n re s t, produce confusion , /u p se t peace of 

mind, and co n tr ib u te  to  tension  and nervousness�< �

On the  afternoon  of the day j*$� l husjgrxxk  B lack 's  memorandum was issued 

I  v is i te d  fir. Mxxiix and Mrs. Tsuchikawa, who were among the most a c t iv e  ©f 

the  R eseg reg a tio n is t le a d e rs . They had read the memorandum and were fu r io u s . Mr.

Tsuchchikawa asked me ix g i  in d ig n a tt ly , '»How can you g e t a u th o r ity  fo r  a p e t i t io n  

l ik e  t h i s .  The next time we put out something I*m going to  take the paper 

to  the block manager beforehand, jujd he b e t te r  not say an y th in g !M

His w ife sa id : "We a re  going on as we were, even^ if  the people squawk."

XimmxssuiamxffixmimtlnRxmixmLaxx
The memorandum a lso  had a s ig n i f ic a n t  e f fe c t  �/  th l^ re s iJ e i r ts .

C�C����(&D�����:��7�����&�$33�5�����������7��	���$�����E��������������������������'��

Peopl® whp- had &een xmchamaidad 
ambivale/nt f e l t  tW y /oulH sJfeiy. aky reftu 
XkEaKc nffeonlficwb qc hWcbeaand nchcoaliiand na ipirniu

People who had been undecided f e l t  t  ha t they  EEUidxaalBiyxnxfese xteiidxnBfluaa

t^xxi^xhxPE©^iec#honbadnheBnnauBBtfliiBaan could refu se  to  sign and^be md-yfeyyi^yY
" tru e  Japanese"

xxgmpcxxsiKx. Peoole who had been susp ic ious and c ri t i c a l  xmronxmioB»dxbke±ttxxnn
sta tem en ts, . r

be q a me m*ch fiore ©pen in  the ir^p± ttcdenaoQ B�<lvfc©Q�. When, on October 2, I  c a lled  

of Mr. Wakida, he b u rs t out w ith the statem ent: »13» say , 'Leave me alone and I ' l l  

leave you alone.' I f  I  f e e l  l i k e  i t ,  I ' l l  s ig n . I  hav en 't signed y e t. I'm

Japanese -  no m atter what they (R eseg reg a tio n is ts)  say . Ifi we swear to  be Japanese 

we are  Japanese] #



Mr. Wa&ida a lso  to ld  me th a t  he x k i had v is i te d  Reverend Aramaki, the 

nominal head of the Sektku g_Kenkyu Seinen Dan and th a t  they  had argued f, 

many bourse w ithout coming to  an agreement. He then x k  frfr** v is i te d  Mxx

fo r  the c h ild ren  and re fused  to  l e t  th e  ch ild ren  of p u n t » « ,  non- 

reseg reg an ts  p a rtic ip a te , which, some people to ld  me, made the ch ild ren

fe e l xs ashamed/,

IX* «'CfAWA
On �fanrfctaw October �, ^Mrs. Tsuchikawa to ld  me th a t  her cousin k x x  had

asked fo r  immamiBiha fo r leave c learance and/yi hoped to  re tu rn  to  the  Manzanar
aged

Center to  care  fo r  tar h e r / fo s te r  p a ren ts . MnxuxlxnxhxkxwxniiiBxpnnoiiadnn 

Tliin yniunc-*Tr,wnn h?j he1'* � * - Mrs. Tsuchikawa

disapproved must s tro n g ly :

She fe e ls  more g i r i  to  her fo s te r  paren ts than she does to  her 

country  (Japan). I  t e l l  her th a t she was fo o lish  and wrong and then she 

Kr--------  c r ie s .

Reverend Abe and Mr. K unitan i (who had been th e  le ad e rs  of the Daih~~ eu- )

T,bu t we were both being so c a re fu l what.we sa id , th a t  I  c o u ld n 't  g e t any

In  some fe±jBKkx wards the Resegregationists set up morning bx k bx exercises
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Rum©r ef Department of Ju s t ic e  Assuming J u r is d ic t ion over Tule Lake

On fiKXtt September- 2?>, Dr. O pler, the  VISA Community A nalyst, to ld  me 

th a t  th e re  was a rumor in  capp th a t  Tule Lake was wt© go under,#the Departm ent 

of J u s t ic e  w ith in  s ix  weeks. o th e r respondents spoke to  me a b f ^ t h i s ^

n i  M r - » - —  B I u n i m b r i c a i a a i i i B u  M r .  W a k i d a . ^ < ^ a i r ^  t r b a r  J f m j t *

On October k , Mr. Robertson to ld  me th a t Mr. Best had kuk met w ith the  committee 

which was try in g  t o  jpatocfakiixigMhxafctuchsdwndttttaxnHexhxtonjiad:nkiegg senfanfan 

S a t th *  SantanfienSntmnnnentneampn b ring  about the  re tu rn  t© Tule Lake of 

the  I s s e i  stockade d e ta in ees who had been knfemRtm&mmmmfefcim s e n t  to  the 

Santa Fe Jjjpfemrmmamt In ternm ent Camp.

ResegregatiotiisIT le ad e rs  a c t iv e ly  ffimpBimpŝ  used th is  rumor tt© ob ta in  

s ig n u atu res to  th e i r  p e t i t i o n ,  po in ting  out tnaxtxwlwRxm^temxtikaxBKpxRkBKnkxsLt

¿Hfflfcihmfflttm*w»iiitamiimamm when the Department of J u s t ic e  K, t w ni over Tule Lake only 

a l ie n s  who were '*true Japanese'* a n d ^  c i t iz e n s  who had renounced th e i r  

c i t iz e n s h ip  would be perm itted  to  remain» aibH!hflpei*¥!Ske.

'iaP i!u b- »  egg

••Best to ld  the group he had every reason to  b e lieve  th a t  the 

J u s t ic e  Department would soon take oner and th a t  they might as w ell 

Jc± not k ick  up so much f u s s .1*



Rumor of evening the  West Coast

■— — — -A many of meniber ,_ _

— < an , d is tre sse d  Were *

announce, a t  .  Cem«u„i t y  ' * • * * *  B la^

� � ! � � ( ) �

“ ”  ' “ ■ * -  »  » V i ,  „

ha a a s a ^ . id iK  ru le  r v �	 on atMi th a t*' «ininniH ir™ «-—T;.» m  Tule Lake would be closed t ,  ,  ,  

who was p resen t to ld  me: ^  ��	 1CB* *  Cauoasian f r ien d

I  s a i d , ^ a t  concerns me is  w  n
ju s t  how we can use th is  amm *» 

poeple i f  i t  i s 1ust .  .  . . K � ! !��� the
‘■ 't i s  ju s t  a p ro b a b i l i ty . Mr Bi=„i, ^

Mr. B lack sa id , " I f  you k



anybody in tend ing  to  leave you can t e l l  them t h i s�=�

Then some teachers asked what to  do about the s ix teen
w

. Hucke answered th a t  a f te r  the servicemen 
A

re tu rn , maybe th in g s a re n ’ t  going to  be so rosy* Maybe we 

p ressu re  them.

I  t r ie d  to  get back to  the su b jec t and xxxot* asked,

»Why can ’t  reasonab le  no tice  be g iven?” Then Mr. Gunderson 

and Mr. H ack  sa id  sim u ltaneously , ’’T h a t’s a l l  H earst would 

need!”

I  sa id : ’’Are we running th is  camp f ro  Mr* H earst or 

fo r  the  people?”

T hreats and V iolence

During the f i r s t  week in  October th e re  were many re p o rts  th a t  the  

R eseg reg a tio n is ts , in  s o l ic i t in g  s ig n a tu re s , were kegiiKnxngniQxaxexiikn
J-yftAV ^ 5 t v </1c<y evULS

±kx th rea ten in g  or b$mg people who were not w il l in g to  s ig n . Dr. 

O pler, th e  Community A nalyst rep o rted :

Feeling  ran so high in  ward V II, th a t  vocal a n ti- rese g re g a �

t i o n is ts  or re s id e n ts  ©f ’’tough” b locks who had refused  to  

sign  were d e f in i te ly  on the sp o t. In  b lock 73, the  block 

manager was forced by pub lic  opin ion to  move q u ie t ly  out of 

h is  block and l a te r  re s ig n ; ktxxxx h is  sec re ta ry  did litadriose 

l ik ew ise . In  block 7k ad jo in ing  in  ward V II, we learned

th a t  one aged a n t i - re s e g re g a t io n is t  was h i t  over the back of
�

the head and knocked unconscious XOctober 7)

1 . WRA, Community Analyst ’’Report on Center Trends (O c t.�- l �) ” (m anuscrip t) 
October 16, 19UU* (TSited from ’’The S p o ilag e ,” p. 318.)

(o •
On O c to b e r :^ ,  I  c a lled  an Mr. K urihara. He had ju s t  re tu rned  from 

what he c a lled  a ”spy ing -ou t” t r i p ,  th a t  i s ,  he had v is i te d  many people 

in  o rder to  le a rn  what was going on. T‘r̂ o4~

hfitt Hp ° p  a qarteo* siE&txxgocxxXkx/

* • t.ol d me th a t  he was sure th a t  Mr. K ira

y ea r old k id s . Mr
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and)$ h is  ’’strong-arm ” boys were resp o n sib le  fo r  much of th e / j i  v io len ce.

����� ��	������	� �	�� � �������������� ������������� ��������

H a n z a n a r ^ - s o - e a U m !..W*n»«&n.*g**«<-.. That evening, Mr.

C u rr ie ,th e  Caucasian Co-op head SEE of the 2X Co-op to ld  me:
X

« th a t he had w r it te n  a l e t t e r  than ing the In te rn a l  S ecu rity  fo r
A

t h e i r  a ss is tan c e  in  p u ttin g  a stop  to  the  vandalism and th ie v in g ” 

in  the Co-ops. JQC$ John Matsumura (manager of the Co-op) *

”had seen the l e t t e r  and had nearly  had a s tro k e . *We can ’ t  thank 

In te rn a l  S ecu rity  f i r  anyth ing, sa id  he. *D© you want us a l l  to  

get our th ro a ts  cut?$ * EpM X  C urrie to ld  me th a t  he did not 

send the  l e t t e r .

L —When I  v is i te d  George Wakida^ he i s  sa id :

J ^ u p n 't  like^fi^  the way the Sokoku th re a ten s  people. They

say , ’ I f  you don’t  s ig n , you’ re going to  be d ra f ted.*  So

a l o t  of dumb people signed. But I  th in k  those who signed

were w ise. I ’m to© stubborn to  sign and th a t  makes me enemies*

I t ’s b e t te r  to  be l ik e  the  proverb: Nagai  mono n i wa makarero; Okii

�
mono ni wa*fc�@(SQ�Qff nomareru,

I f  I  were p ro je c t# ^ /  D irec to r I  would segregate  them. I 'd  

give each person a pink paper and a w hite paper and an envelope.

Then those who wanted to  be segregated would sign  the  p ink paper 

and those who d id n ’t  could sign the w hite one. Then they could 

mail i t  to  th e  WRA artnt and nobody see i t .  0C6C0 No block manager, 

nobody to  see. Then I ’d l ik e  t o  see how many would s ign ! ^

1 . Let the  long th in g  wind about you; l e t  the g rea t th in g  swallow you.
�. F ie ld n o tes , October ��, 19iili*

As jfc I  walked kMsxxtaxkxtodfe back to  the  a d m in istra tiv e  sec tio n  I  no ticed

th a t  a seag u ll f ly in g  overhead had tsnaxmsdxB^niBxaxnihKnKn^BxaxdjRmifinfcfcBnifiingBn
and had thus become a f ly in g  Japanese f la g , 

a red c i r c le  pa in ted  on each of i t s  w in g s^  P rev iously  I  had seen ch ild ren

try in g  to  catch  them.
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On October 10 I  v is i te d  Mr, I ta b a sh i ,  a g e n tle , so ft-spoken  I s s e i ,  

who worked in  th e  S oc ia l W elfare o f f ic e . He was a lso  a good f r ien d  of 

Mr. K urihara. I  was concerned and anxious about th e  frig h ten in g  iadrcx 

th in g s Mr, K urihara had to ld  me about the  R eseg reg a tio n ist le a d e rs /  and 

I  opened the conversation  by wondering aloud, whether Mr, K urihara 

was not p u ttin g  h im self in  danger by try in g  to  g e t in fo rm ation  about 

the R eseg reg a tio n is t le a d e rs . But Mr. I ta b a sh i reassured  me, say ing ,°

111 was going to  t e l l  Mr. K urihara, ’D on 't worry about i t .  I t ' s  not 

so se r io u s  as y o u // th in k . '"  N§§/ He then to ld  me th a t  the m ajo rity  bf 

the people who had signed the p e t i t io n  had "signed under in tim id a tio n  or 

igno rance��� He aiBsm±nidxna�nWcs* added th a t  " the m ajo rity  of people a re  s ick  

of a l l  th is  tro u b le "  and th a t  he had been te l l i n g  the R eseg reg a tio n is ts  

"The Japanese government i s  not so narriw-minded as you. . . I t  w ishes fo r 

the people in  camp ju s t  to  l iv e  in  peacjtfe and keep the i r  h e a lth ."

He did not t e l l  me th a t  s e x in  September, he and s e v e ra l /  o th e r

e ld e rs  of the  Seich i-N o-Ie^ h e x  re l ig io u s  movemht had addressed a 
----------- ~  ~  Al

meeting of th e i r  group and had ex erted  them to  fo llow  th e  gfc h igher 

id e a ls  of Japan which, he sa id , were not com patib le w ith a g i ta t io n  and 

v io lence.

I  sa id  th a t  th is  camp i s  no p lace fo r  young men to  make tro u b le .

They should study . I  sa id , "Toung men, behave y o u rse lv es ."  �

�.

Seicho-No-Ie is an internationally renowned humanity -enlightened movbmebt or truth move�
ment founded in Japan by Dr. Masaharu Taniguchi in 1930 through divine /revelation, based  
on the sublime ideal of bringing genuine happiness to all  mankind - an ideal of world of  
happiness, gratitude, and peace - not a mere visionar y Utopia but the manifestation here  
on this earth of a home of infinite unfoldment brimming wit h abundant life and creation."  
(Contemporary Religions in Japan, IV, No. 3 (Septemb er 1963) pp. 212-229.)

Literally Seicho No Ie means "house of growth". Loosely i t may be translated as  
"The Home of Infinite Wisdom and A b u n d a n c e ^

2. F ie ld n o tes , November 9, 19UU



3 .è* F ie ld n o tes , O ct, 17, 19hk* 
� gxtfxikb ibxbxQgbx �B^bxb

XX Mr, K urihara to ld  me, !lMr. I ta b a sh i requested me to  l e t  the  th ing  d ies  ou t. 

They fe a r  th a t  n e i th e r  they  nor th e i r  fam ilies  w i l l be safe  i f  I  ca rry  out

my i n te n t i ons.K /k 

S. I b id . ,  O ct. 23, 19UU.

K  > ) . � � -r-rrnrT^:r  T T  ‘ *, - i*.
On October 21, Mr. K ira spoke to  th è  youmg men a t  a S ÌIM  Sokoku

meeting and to ld  them th a t  xfixhtosynKngagBrininxHioienaeninhBnmraihdnnn he 

would take  care of them i f  they got in to  fcrwfrfrn tro u b le . He quoted a 

Japanese proverb: Dai no mushi  wo tasukeru  niwa, sho no mushi wo 

tome s ax* korosanakereba naranu, which some people tra n s la te d  a s , uTo xocdtii 

save the b ig  sho ts we have to k i l l  the  sm all guys, ( i t  may a lso  be tra n s la te d  

as, "To help the  g re a t cause wernus we must d e s try  those who stand in  i t s  way�3�



On fisfewRireimn October 23, I  v is i te d  Mr. K ira , who was now c a l l in g  h im self 

an "ad v iso r” to  the R eseg reg a ticn is ts :

I  found him in  a spacious o f f ic e , the w alls of which were

covered w ith Japanese f la g s  and s c ro l ls  in  Japanese s c r ip t .

Two brawny and solem n-faced young men stood on e i th er  s id e  of

him and another young man stood a t  the door. . . He him self

�
s a t  behind a handsome d e sk .^ l*  • - - *

HoxibKlduHe annlangninttolnadaHBX

He gave (ne a long account of how fcxx h e ,"h is  boys",and "h is  re s id e n ts "  

had had a co n fro n ta tio n  w ith� the  P ro jec t D irec to r about whether or not one 

of Mr. K i ra 's  re s id e n ts  should be punished fo r  i l l e g al l y  b u ild ing  axpraadcc 

h im self an sxgxgsx e x tra  room.

e
At f i r s t  Mr. Best th rea ten d  these people. "Do you want me to  

c a l l  the  Army l i k e  l a s t  y ear and teach  you fo lk s  a lesson?"

^They sa id : "Do'you th in k  you can teach the people a lesso n  

o r are  you going to  be put in  an em barrassing p o s itio n ? "

They sa id , "Go ahead and do i t .  We'd ra th e r  have the  Army c o n tro l 

the cen te r than the  WRA."

As soon as they said  th a t ,  Mr. Best changed h is  to n e .

Mr. K ira then commented on t i e  ren u n c ia tio n  of c i t iz e n ship s

The people are anx iously  w aiting  fo r  the  denouncement of 

i t .  When Mr. Best made the statem ent th a t  w ith in  60 days the camp 

would be under J u s t ic e , the people were d e lig h te d . We more or 

le s s  expect i t .

On October 30, Sh ink ich i Iwamote, who was known as Mr. K ira 's  "h it-m an", 

at-taeleed^arfd sep iously  wounded a young man. Mr'. IKSM  I ta b a sh i  to ld  me 

^ --------- th a t  the^young man's fa th e r  had o p en ^ f* c r it ic ized  Mr. K ira .
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During tk a  l a te  October and November the R esegregation ts inc reased  

th e i r  a c t i t i v i t e s  and p rac ticed  them o v e r t ly , They were given a

s ta f f  o f f ic e  in  Block and they proceded ExaEoas to cover the w allks

Among these  was a sign  s ta t in g  th a t  anyone spehking English would be 

f ined  a t  the ra te  o f one cen t a word. They published a mimeographed 

weekly and a monthly new ssheet. The predawn e x erc ises fo r  the

young men now included d r i l l s ,  dxx^Kgx^a± judo p ra ct ic e , and/^xjsdawxx

in i t i a te d ,  inc lud ing  an e a r ly  morning ceremony on the e ig th  of the

November, the  young mdto.shave^ th e i r  heads, in  im ita t io n , they sa id , of 

the Japanese Army. ..By mid-December, even e ld e r s J  l i k e Mr.

Tamashita and Mr. Tsuchikawa had shaved th e i r  heads. r ^ |eupliTT3ÏÏo

tkKXxfaamedmnBadmm^^hard heads. ) The ad u lt

f teseg reg a tio n is ts  admptomiimfcbB form ally  adopted the name, Sokuji  Kikoku 

Hoshi Dan (O rganization to  Returh Immediately to  the  Homeland to  S erve). 

The Spkoku or young mens group fo rm ally  adopted the name Hokoku Seinen 

Dgn, th a t  i s ,  xxxx in s tead  of devoting them selves to the study of the 

language and c u ltu re  of the  homeland, they would now mnRKamAtaffimfemmm&mvuiisi 

devote them selves to  th e  se rv ice  of th e  kmmihamdm homeland.

w ith pEpaxmiixgx Japanese paper f la g s  and p a t r io t ic m ottoes.

«XKXx3nraata

c
marches to  the  shout of "Wash- shol Wash sjapJ**

h igh ly
(l Group exerc ised  of a m o re /n a tio n l is t ic  character, were

month, a t  which p rayers fo r  Japanese v ic to ry  were of fe re d� ���

1 . "The S p o ilag e ,” p. 320.

More and more of th e  young men began sorax wearing the grey sweat 

and head band bearing  th e  mqax emblem of the r is in g  sun.-aOR?Tn mid-

d'LgappTTVQii.' of “the  m i l  ©r
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As Mr. Yamashita to ld  me, the  young men a ree ”preparing  thm eselves 

p h y s ica lly  and m entally ’* so th a t  they could be u t il i z e d  by the  Japanese 

government " i f  they go on th e  k x x k  exchange b o a t� ��

ĵ y g e tt in g  up e a r ly  in  the  morning, by ex e rc ise  and tra in in g  a f te r  

w orshipping, and praying fo r  v ic to ry  and e te rn a l  l if e  fo r  our 

Japanese s o ld ie rs , the  young people cané be deeply im pressed. • . 

I f  we were fonric t ra in in g  ¿¿apmxx in  open day llgg7 i t  w i l l  not 

im press people much. • • But g e tt in g  up e a r ly  in  the  morning i s  to  

fe e l  th a t  we . . are not talcing fo r  granted th a t  we can s leep  

3-ong and a t  any tim e. We cannot it jn r  l iv e  here lux u r io u s ly .

We must do psspseií, to  what our b ro th e rs  in  Japan are doing.'*'

1 . F ie ld n o te s , October 	�, l^UU



The Leaders of t he November S tr ik e  Challenge th e  R eseg reg a ticn is ts

[  From the beginning of their underground activity in January of 1944,
the ̂ segregationist leaders had striven to give the impression that 
they were on the best terms with the prestigious leaders of the 
November strike. Indeed, they announced that obtaining the release 
of the detained leaders was their prime objective, x  T 1—»

But when Abe, K un itan i, and Tada appealed to  th e  American C iv i l  L ib e r t ie s  

Union, the  R eseg reg a tio n ist lead e rs  re fused  to  help them.

-------And when the ACLU did bring about the release of the strike ^
leaders, the relationship between them and the resegregationists re�
mained polite but guarded. Though the Reverend Abe, George 
■Kuratemi, and many of their friends were nominally members of the 

j - resegregationist organization 'tdkvKff), they did not par�
ticipate actively and they declined the positions offered them. ^

In mid-November of 1944, with the imminence of the renuncia- j 
tion of citizenship and the “take-over” by the Department of Justice, 
the ̂ segregation group leaders decided to institute a membership! 
purge. They posted statements in the latrines and laundry rooms 
which, in effect, said the following: True Japanese life was austere 
and full of sacrifice; people who could not do without American 
luxuries such as rich food, liquor, or cosmetics, and people who were 
addicted to degenerate vices such as gambling and sake drinking, 
had no place in postwar Japan or in the membership rolls of the 
ffesegregation group. Having defined the “true Japanese” and the 
“not Japanese” in this manner, the leaders sent curt notices of expul�
sion to some of their more moderate charter members and to a num�
ber of the friends of Abe, KuratomCand Tada/"~ 'if

Though the expelled members had not approved of many of the 
policies and activities of the desegregation group, they resented being 
cast off in this rude manner and being derogated as “not Japanese.”
Some also feared that their removal from the membership list might 
make them ineligible for repatriation. There now emerged the po�
tential of a confrontation between the two groups, and, as usual, the 

\ i  warrior champions were the initiators. When a crowd of several 
hundred people had gathered on the evening of 19 November to bid

"Doing F ieldw ork ,"  p. 163.



t h e  Ja pa n e s e Ame r ic a n r e l <x ^ t io .v_j c e n t e<r s

farewell to a number of families who were on their way to join 
interned members in the Department of Justice camp at Crystal City, 

, ,Tetsuo Kodama, a noted judo champion and a close friend of 
and Tada, approached Mr. Yamada (also a judo cham�

pion and leader of the HVkoku*) and accused Yamada of having 
called him an inu. This was a challenge to fight, which Yamada ig�
nored.

This open and aggressive defiance thoroughly upset the resegrega�
tionists. Mrs. Tsuchikawa told me that young men of the Hokoku 
were guarding the apartments of the resegregationist leaders night 
and day. On the other hand, many of the residents (those who dis- 
approved of the resegregationists) were intrigued by the prospect of 
.a feud between the superpatriots and the members of the Abe- 

—Jvuraterm-Tada faction. Mr. Kurihara voiced the hope that in the 
event of a violent fight or a gang war the administration would be 
forced to imprison theftesegregationist leaders, “and then the people 
could get rid of the gambling group.” (Many of the members ex�
pelled were young men who spent a great deal of their time playing 
cards. According to rumor, they also drank bootleg sake provided 
by the enterprising Mr. Tada. People called them “the gamblers,” 
and it is my suspicion that they constituted a kind of young men’s„ 
peer society.) As part-of thdr̂ new austerity-pfegram,<̂ inSrmale"< 
members of the ̂ segregation group̂ aved their heads to an egg- 

smoothness, ,m—imitation, —they said,.- of—the—Japanese—army. 
Cofworooly, the friends of Kdjratfami, Kodama, and Tada$et their 
hair flourish luxuriously. People began to refer to the former as 
“shavedheads” or, more derogatorily, “baldheads,” and to the latter 
as “longhairs.”

On 15 December, the anticipated fight broke out. A certain Mr. 
amaguelw went to the resegregationist headquarters in block 54, 

discreetly accompanied or followed by fellow members of the long�
haired faction/Hamagochi accosted the fwsd of the Sokuji Kikoku 

demanding the reasons for hiŝ xpulsion, and the Sokuji
official gave him a rude reply. HauB&̂ehi [then Seized a long piece

A C H \

1. As part of the ^iew jy ja g ^  changcd ifs name to Hpkoku
Seinen-dan ( “Young Men’s Organization to Serve Our Mother Court try!),  
that a group that “studied” the culture of Japarr to a' group that
served” Japan. They now participated in military eieicises every"morning 

ancJ they were commonly caltejcTtbeĥ&Hok(AuJigF* '
/

/l64

*n
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of wood from a nearby woodpile, the official grabbed a mop, and the 
two men had at it in what must have been a strange parody of a 
samurai sword duel. Meanwhile, Mr. Kodama, the judo champion, 
and several other longhairs also armed themselves from the wood- 
pile and guarded the combatants, to see, as they later put it, that 
there would be fair play. Many strong-arm boys of the Hokoku and 
several hundred other spectators came running to the scene; but no T 
one, apparently, dared to challenge the longhairs. After the fight* X 
which lasted only a few minutes, Mr. Haaacguehi addressed the as�
sembled crowd, denouncing the Hokoku for gangster tactics and for 
the degradation of the true spirit of Japan.

This attack put the ftesegregationists into a very awkward situa�
tion. If they ignored the attack they would lose face. If they re�
sponded with open violence they might be arrested, and all their 
elaborate plans for impressing the Department of Justice and achiev�
ing a resegregation and repatriation might go astray. So they drew 
up a legal complaint against Hagiaguohi and ten other men and 
presented it to the project attorney. Forthwith, eleven longhairs were 
arrested by the Caucasian police and taken to the jail at Klamath 
Falls. Then the liesegregationists plastered latrines and laundry 
rooms with mimeographed statements to the effect that their peaceful 
organization had been attacked by gangsters. To me they voiced 
vicious threats of what they would do if they were not given justice.

The trial, which took place four days later, was a peculiar event.
‘̂ Kjj.ratnmi and Tada had asked for and received permission to act as 

quasi attorneys for the defendants. The project attorney carried on 
the case for the plaintiffs. Mr. Yamashita attended every session and 
interrupted frequently. The eleven defendants were all neatly dressed 
in what appeared to be their best suits. Their hair was noticeably 
long, and they bore themselves with something of the air of college 
boys about to be reprimanded for a prank._ The resegregationist 
plaintiffs and witnesses were1 dressed in the Hokoku uniform, a grey 
sweat shirt imprinted with the emblem of theTising sun. Their heads 
were newly shaved and they glared at the longhairs with baleful 
eyes. Whether of one side or the other, the witnesses seemed to suf�
fer from some optical defect. When the man for whom they were 
testifying had been struck, they had seen it. But when he had struck 
someone, they had momentarily glanced away, gone to the latrine, 
or just not noticed.



Ten days later the verdict was announced: ESemagnchi was given 
a light sentence; two other defendants were given suspended sen�
tences; the rest were acquitted.

The desegregation group leaders were enraged. They denounced 
American justice and made terrible threats of reprisals. “Bombs and 
tanks won’t stop our boys now if we give them the word,” said Mrs.
Yamashita.  ̂ .

The f ig h t  and i t s  afterm ath  s ig n i f ic a n t ly  weakened thejposition  of the

R esegregationfcsts•Many of my respondents began to  c r i t i c i z e  them and some

KxeRmjngaxxisE KtKKnKmmfemm&fcedmihtaamRmmfflamgnafcmnviiim to ld  me th a t  they  were

I Ires ig n in g  from th e  organ ization*  On December 19, 19UU, Mr. Kurusu t old-met

They (Sokoku) s ta te d  in  th e i r  reg u la tio n s  th a t  th e ir  o rgan izalon  

i s  not p o l i t i c a l .  But g rad u a lly  they  s te w e d  in to  p ol i t i c s .  

I . i t t r t c x  d id n 't  l ik e  i t  and the people irobt d o n 't l i k e  i t  

e i th e r .  A fter I  see th is  in c id e n t I  fe e l  i t ' s  b e t ter  to  s ta y  

o u t. /  /  . . I  b e liev e  most of the  members are  r e a l ly  d isgusted  

about the way the o rg an iza tio n  i s  runn ing. They push peop le. 

T heir Idea i s  wrong. They are fo rc ing  a l l  these th ig g s .

Everybody is  c r i t i c i z in g  the Sokuji now. This i s  a good tim e to  

jump o f f .

But i t  was a t  t h i s  time th a t  the  re p re se n ta tiv e s  of the  Department of 

J u s t ic e , John B urling , a rr iv ed  a t  the c e n te r , to  open th e  hearings fo r  ren u n c ia tio n  

of c i t iz e n s h ip .



The Renunciation of C itizen sh io
le a d e rs�

B esp ite the 1KMK Resegregationisjtf^/ aad^menapQHBEnshxpxafenJdaKxx 
e n th u s ia s t ic

»a Ksdsxim/ sponsorship of the  renunc^ /tion  of mihfaihmnnBfofaf&p c i t iz e n s h ip , on ly

iaqbotx 107 v a lid  a p p l ic a tio n s  were received by the Department of J u s t ic e  in  d u ri 

November of 19Utf But wnen B urling a rr iv ed  a t Tule Lake on December � to

strative activities, holding their noisy predawn militaristic exercises 
as close to the fence as possible and blowing their bugles louder than 
ever. Clearly, they hoped to impress the representative of the De�
partment of Justice with their true Japanese character and their pas�
sionate desire for an immediate renunciation of citizenship, resegrega�
tion, and expatriation. Burling was impressed, but in a way that 
neither the ̂ segregationist leaders nor the WRA administration had 
anticipated. He told the ŝegregation group leaders and their follow�
ers (and also announced to all the residents) that such Japanese 
militaristic activities were subversive and that if they did not abandon 
them at once they would be interned in a Department of Justice camp 
for potentially dangerous enemy aliens. He also took a very critical 
attitude toward the WRA for permitting young men living under 
their charge to drill themselves for service in the Japanese army.

By the  middle of December the  number of a p p lic a tio n s  for  ren u n c ia tio n  of 

c i t iz e n sh ip  had r is e n  to  about ���#

The R eseg reg a tio n is ts  ignored B u rling1s warnings and d r i l le d  more 

o s te n ta t io u s ly  than ever# On December 27, the Department of J u s t ic e  in te rn ed  

seventy of the  lead e rs  and o f f ice rs#

ixklsK begin hearings, the R esegregations (^ in tensif ied  th e i r  demon«-!
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^̂ ^©«tiTÔ ĥ ifcrtRĵ -Japaiiese -acuyiiieŝ  This act of official 
recognition seemed to encourage the membership. They gave their 
leaders a spectacular demonstration of farewell, sang Japanese

i ?�

patnotic songs and shouted “Banzai!” They also immediately 
elected a new slate of officers to replace those interned. Under this 
new leadership the activities of the resegregationists became fan-

dr k J S Z  W  “P their bUg,in8’ «°°«-̂ PPing, morning 
drills, and Wash-shochants. Elderly people and little children stood
■ n rigid and mot,onless prayer in the bitter cold and sometimes 
marched with the boys so that, as a friend of mine put it, “even the 
old ladies are running around in slacks yelling “Wash-sho!”

They taun ted  non-members as fo llow s^*

“They say they are glad to be picked up. They say we, who are 
left behind in camp, are going to be kicked around, while they will 
be safe and sound in an internment camp'3ffitr~WfoHl 04S‘. 9 Jan.).

�, l c l

Statem ent by a i s  mature N isei woman,F ie ld n o tes , January



��

r  houses burned w e r e / q u o A p  Bob JTsuruda ' s s i s t e r  remarked*

"Wjid’t  do„thqy want us to  da  go back to  C a lifo rn ia  and get f i l l e d  fuju.  of

lead®"
/

ir^ F ie l^ a te s 'r " Ja g ^ « T ,y l l i r - -^9U5

Rp. f ie ld  notes fo r  ¡January 19U5 are f i l l e d  w ith statem ents expressing  

an x ie ty , in d ec is io n , and d esp e ra tio n . On January 2, Mr, K u n ita /n i, who had 

been a lead e r of the Dsihyo ��% Sha K ai, to ld  me:

I  th in k  th a t  the  Hoshi-dan undoubtedly has s ta r te d  the  rumor th a t 

by renouncing c i t iz e n s h ip , the people w i l l  be a l lo we d t� s ta y  here 

in  T u le. . . I f  they xxkKX keep on making more pickupp xfcxxx i t s  going 

to  e x c ite  the people.

On the same day, my N ise i sec re ta ry  to ld  ejh me:

We wouldn^t mind^ goin^ back to  San F raneisco i f  we had every th ing  

as when we l e f t .  We'A jump r ig h t  o u t. But we've l o s t  every th ing .

On Jmcmgcx January 3, I  ca l led  on an o lder N isei woman frien d  and found 

her vory upoot and—|dir	‘ttrT!?�Wih xn/a s ta te  of g re a t d is t r e s s .

The people picked up say th e y ’re g lad . They say we (people 

l e f t  in  camp) are goingjtf to  be kicked around w hile they wil l  

be safe  and sound.

I  d o n 't  know w hat’s going to  happen to  usJ I t ' s  very 

con fusing . I  t h i n k e v e r y b o d y  fe e ls  th a t .  They don’t  know 

w h a t's  what y e t .  • .They c a n 't  say: 'G et out by a ce r ta in  

tim e. W e 'l l g ive you twenty f iv e  d o l la rs  and c a r  f ar e . '  In th e  

f i r s t  p lace , why do they want to  k ick  us out? I t  was th e i r  

business we came here .

To t e l l  you fran k ly , I 'm  in  such a confused sm q| mind. 

Everybody is  l i k e  th a t .  C a lifo rn ia  i s  the l a s t  p lace I 'd  want 

to  go back to , w ith a l l  I 'v e  been read ing . We a l l  f e el ,  i f  

somebody i s  going to  go back, l e t ' s  watch and see what happens

to  them
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Can people be thrown out even i f  they renounce th e i r
?

c i t iz e n sh ip ?  Could they put you in  the  Army then.
+  $  r  / A

On 5 January, the WRA released and distriouted to an tne resi�
dents an official pamphlet in which Dillon Myer reaffirmed that it 
was the WRA’s intention to close all of the relocation centers by re�
turning all of the evacuees to “private life in normal communities.”
The WRA had announced this policy once before, in mid-December, 
but at that time most of the evacuees to whom I talked told me that 
they were sure that it did not apply to them. Now, however, many 
people who had been dubious about the wisdom of renouncing their 
citizenship—or urging their Nisei children to renounce—began to 
fear that if they or their children did not renounce they would 
shortly be expelled into hostile and, by now, very unfamiliar Ameri�
can communities. Newspaper reports in which relocated Japanese 
Americans or' Nisei soldiers were threatened, attacked, shot at, or

- ■ ^  T ” * A
^had th e i r  houses burned were quoted to  me. As Bob Tsuruda’s s i s te r  remarked,

’’What do they want us ,tc do — go back to  C a lifo rn ia  and get f i l l e d  f u l l  of

lead ? ’’*

<£♦  F ie ld n o tes , January  1U,

On January 5, Mr. I ta b a sh i to ld  me:

WRA* s plan to  c lo se  the  cen te rs  w i l l  f a i l .  MBfcmiiaMmaAmtetitm 

When we en tered  camp a t  th e  tong|poix beginning of the war I  heard th a t  

the German people who were in te rned  during the  F i r s t  World Was 

were paid $�, ���* each when they were allowed to  leave tkKX camp.

They have nothing to  depend on. A job aan ’t  be depended on. I  

f e e l  the  WRA plans fo r  c losing  camp w i l l  be a t o t a l f a i lu r e .  * • I  

don’t  know one person who wants to  go ou t. Of course, those^pi/ 

who do; say nothing about i t .

On the <%ame daygi Mr. K urihara to ld  me:

I  have noticed th a t  people a re  s t i f fe n in g  in  th e i r  a t t i tu d e .

Last week some were say ing , ’ I f  they make us get o u t, we’l l  

g o . ’ Now they are determined not to  leav e .

I f  they use fo rce , undoubtedly they  w i l l  succeed in k ick ing 

them ou t, bu t undoubtedly, th e re  w i l l  be tro u b le  too . I t  

might be po ssib le  to  get out a t  le a s t  £�% of the people
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i f  they  would pay them a p a r t  of the damages they  have su f fe re d . But 

the  m ajo rity  of people I  have ta lk ed  to  re c e n t ly /  say th e y 're  not 

going ou t.

On January 8, I  spoke w ith B2I Sam Niiyama, a N ise i, age 37, who

had been Head of the Block Managers in  November 19U3« H e.supported the 

Coordinating Committee ancf[iad been c a lled  an in u . He impressed me as a

very in te l l i g e n t  and sen s ib le  man.

My iMxfck im pression is  th a t  the people are very much a t  a lo s s ,  due 

to  th e  fa c t  th a t  they  c a n 't  make a d ec is io n . The re p sesen ta tiv e s  of

K-
the  government -  they adm it th e y 're  in  the  darjfi them selves. They 

d o n 't  know what to  do or what i t ' s  a l l  about. . . .

When they came out to  ask us to  make th is  d ec is io n , I  to ld  the  

Army co lone l (a t  h is  hearing) '• I f  you s e t  a dead line  I  w i l l  renounce 

my c i t iz e n sh ip  due to  the fa c t  th a t  I  have no p lace to  go. . •

I  d o n 't  care who i t  is  *— 'Nobody who c a n 't  see th e ir iT ay  to  th e i r  

own l iv in g ,  nobody's going to  s ta r t  walking out in  th e  dark . I f  they 

compel me -  I ' l l  s tay  here . At l e a s t  by stay ing  here I ' l l  have a 

roo£ over my ksast ch i ld ren  and enough* to  e a t ,  although I  d o n 't

l i k e  the food. . .

The p aren ts  of people taken to  Santa Fe are  say ing , 'My c h i ld  be-
JLs

came a Japanse today.*

I f  th e re  was some one way th a t  they were re a l ly  try in g  to  help  

me, I ' l l  go o u t. But i f  they ju s t  show me,:fcfcKx± 'T h e re 's  the gate -  

Go.' NO SIR} ;

A fte r speaking w ith  Mr. Niiyama, I  went to  the  "beauty p a r lo r"  to  g e t my 

h a ir  wafched.

Jfy; o p e ra te r  had noth ing on her mind today except her worry 

about being forced out of camp. She asked me i f  they re a l ly  

would be forced o u t. She comjblained b i t t e r l y  th a t her fam ily 

had lo s t  every th ing  and they d o n 't  see how they are going 

to  make ibraxx o u t. She sa id  everybody is  saying they
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wont go out*

1* F ie ld n o te s , January �, 19hS*

5^0n January 9 I  c a l led  on Mr. Osefca, the  evacuee a ide in  the Legal iforpirt 
?

Department of the P ro jec t/*  He to ld  me th a t  re s is tan c e  to  the  idea of going 

out of camp was growing bu t he was going to  have no pa r t  in  i t .

’♦ What’s the u se?”

His c a re fu l ly  considered apathy was somehow more depressing  

than the hopeless ink  stubbornness of the le s s  educated peoole
v

in  camp. I  l e f t  fe e l in g  very d e p re ss e d ^

He to ld  me th a t  in  h is  op in ion the compulsory c lo s in g  of

the camps would be taken by the people ju s t  as they  had 

taken the evacuation . There would be passive  xnrinry re s is te n c e  

but i t  would be u se le ss .

They’ve got you jzmjafcxgxaiid going and coming. I t doesn’t  

pay to  ra is e  h e l l .  I t ' s  easy fo r  a person fmrxa w ithout a 

fam ily  to  ra is e  h e l l ,  but w ith a w ife and ch ild ren  it ’s another 

m atter to  th in k  about.

xMjckfeg
Under the Geneva Conference, they can ’t  k ick the a lie n s  

ou t. /

( I  asked i f  fe a r  of being forced out was the reason why so 

many people were renouncing th e i r  c i t iz e n s h ip .)  aawrwytt 

Sure, why not? knkBxmktaKmSaKfflxx I f  they were s ince re  about 

re s to r in g  our r ig h ts  of c i t iz e n s h ip , why d id n ’t  they c a l l  the 

women fo r hearings. They ju s t  want to  g e t you in  the Army. 

The tro u b le  i s ,  m inority  races s u f fe r  one way or an b th er.
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(Mr.Obata’s c a re fu l ly  considered apathy was somehow more 

depressing  than th e  hopeless stubborness of the  le ss  

eduated people in  camp. I  l e f t  fe e l in g  very low in  

mind� 3 �

1. F ie ld n o tes , January 9t 191*5
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On January 10 I  c a l led  on Mr. K un itan i. He commented b rie f ly :

I  th ink  i t ’ g a s i l ly W ^  idea on the p a r t of the WRA o r th e  

Army to  ge t us out of here. . I  th in k  i t ’5 c razy . The Army 

can t r y ,  but the re s u l ts  w i l l  not be complimentary. . •

A n y t h i n g  tfcaddfcx th a t  w i l l  be forced on the Japanese people -  

they won’ t  ts k  take i t .

On January 11, I  encountered John Burling and. a concerened woman, s ta f f  

member scfcnhhenCxsGstxxxxMgmHmxmiaitnMesaxHal±Rx having lunch in  the mess 

h a l l .

S tir ling  to ld  us in  confidence th a t  as fa r  as he has been

ab le to  determ ine, Tule Lake i s  net open. C iv i l ia n  R e s tr ic t iv e

Order No. 26 has nver been resc inded . The WRA announcement 
/v

th a t  the  people ixnx in  Tule Lake are p ra c t ic a l ly  in  the. same 

s ta tu s  as those in  the  re lo c a tio n  cen ters, in  net so . . . Hb r e �

marked th a t  the longer he s tay s here the more he i s  impressed 

w ith the  enorm ity of th e  con fusion . N e ither WRA, the  Array, nor

th e  Department of J u s t ic e  seem to  knwo what th e  o the r i s  do ing , o r

- ....... �
even ju s t  what they them selves are doing.

L  J

2. F ie ld  Notes. January U ,  1935



30

On January 10 I  had a fcix ta lk  w ith  my conservative  f r ie n d , Mr. Kurusu.

He to ld  me: -

People a re  re a l ly  minded to  stay, in  camp, where they  th in k  txXXX 

i t ’s sa fe . . .There is  so much to  u p set the people: the  men 

picked up, the renunc ia tion  of c i t iz e n s h ip , they  a ll  come a t  the 

same tim e. • • I f  th is  becomes a re lo c a tio n  c e n te r , t he y ' l l  

d ra f t  u s . In  th a t  case, they say , we must ge t busy and send in  

our renunc ia tion  of c i t iz e n s h ip .

On January I k ,  I  c a l le d  oh the  s i s te r s  of my f r ie n d , Bob Tsuruda, Tsuruda

had re lo ca ted  in  September and (C60§& I  knew th a t  h is  s i s te r s  xHadkigcx

a lso  intended to  re lo c a te  a t  some time in  the fu tu re . Indeed, the x i

e ld e r  s i s t e r 's  husband had been xrtst o ffered  a job by h is  former employer

in  C a l i fo rn ia . XtenwnweKjinhQweuBirn ccItoamemafafflitismtaaiimbeeacixtomimfaim

The s i s t e r s  to ld  me th a t  they had been in terv iew ed by the  leave  o f f ic e r ,  
BKthxm±mthioxaia±e
who, they fe l t*  had, had p ressured them to  leave im mediately, i t a k  

Noriko, th e  younger s i s t e r  sa id : "She sjire wants us to  go o u t."  She says 

even those who renounce t h e i r  c i t iz e n sh ip  w i l l  s t i ll  ge t sen£  o u ts id e .

Mrs. jirxx Sato, the e ld e r  s i s t e r  said  th a t  she had to ld  the  leave o f f ic e r :  

What do you want us to  do, go back to  C a lifo rn ia  and ge t f i l l e d  

f u l l  of lead?

She then to ld  me:

I'm  going to  s i t  here and watch. How can a person make up 

th e i r  mind when they d o n 't  know anything? We c a n 't  depend on the  

‘ WRA. 

added:

imkiMfflxtokakmxmxii^mxihKpxx We want to  get o u t. But we can ’t  

w ith $2£. We have dtaxMyx to  kKgca buy a bed,, b lank e ts ,

and we've got to  e a t ;  I t  looks as: i f  you e a t :you ca n 't  

s±xx sleep* • v ,
. I . | ' I •' * ' j *v ’ * | | | |  g

J ta  SW  th ^ _ to lc Ljae h o w b e e c o j - n  the, r  ruitaen atttgfflxmtepymfmtnmndm
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The two women spoke sco rn fu l ly  of the  "bald -heads* . MjWPIi ^  sa id  she had been
not shaved h is  head.

in  th e  canteen w ith a boy f r ien d  who had/imtgxhxxxxx AmM̂ mkiiixftrmHJCJtxcxmnmmmn 

audbaaoeabcDci A Hokoku f r ien d  came up to  them and saids "I'm  not going 

to  have anyth ing more to  do w ith you i f  you keep looking l i k e  that.^w ttokx 

isKgmtiiBiiun Are you a Japanese o r a r e n 't  you?" "Th a t's  how they keep ta lk in g  

a l l  the  t i n e , "  sa id  ^ *

On January 1$, I  v is i te d  Mr. K urihara. He was depressed.

People w ith la rg e  fam ilies  are worrying them selves to  death . 

A fte r a l l  the  wrongs they have done to  the Japanese, noth ing they 

do now w i l l  do any good. . • R ight now the Japanese a re  most 

most a f ra id  of the hardsh ips they are going to  face.XXXXXX 

A lso, a rumor i s  being c irc u la te d  th a t  f iv e  Japanese were 

k i l le d  in  Fresno or S tockton.

On the xfflxuutoliamffl ren u n c ia tio n  of c i t iz e n s h ip, he sa id :

I 'v e  seen a l o t  of young beys, very anxious to  renounce i t .  They 

are ta lk in g  a g re a t dea l about i t  now. They a r e n 't  talk in g  much 

about re lo c a t io n . -

On t&h l$ th  I  a lso  v is i te d  Mrs. Kawai, an arden t R eseg reg a tio n is t. She asked 

me to  ge t sp e c ia l xaxEUimmafciimm ap p lic a tio n  b lanks fo r ren u n c ia tio n  of 

c i t iz e n sh ip  fo r  her two daugh ters. She asked me repeated ly  i f  the ¿Ex 

Department of Ju s t ic e  was going to  take over Tgle Lake on January 21.

: I  made the  fo llow ing comment in  my f ie ld n o te s^ :

(There was a w idespread rumor th a t  the Department of J u s t ic e  was 

going to  take over Tule.Lake on January 9* Now i t ' s the  fcixfc 

2 1 st. Tule Lake is  coming to  resemble arickticacK millen a rian  > 

Europe as 1000 A.D. approached. The rumor x£: about the 

Department of Ju s t ic e  has seme of the appointed personnel 

w orried a ls o .)

On January 18 I  c a l led  on my xarBnrwrarfc se c re ta ry , Mary Komura. For the  

f i r s t  tim e in  a l l  of my v i s i t s ,  her fa th e r ,  a member of th e  H^shi-dan,

en tered  in to  conversation  w ith me
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He remarked th a t  in  h is  opin ion only 1% of the pap people in  

Tule Lake would re lo c a te . The po licy  of the  government in  

th is  re lo c a tio n  po licy  wasn’t  fo o lin g  anybody. The news�

papers were shewing th a t  the war was going badly  for  the 

A l l ie s  and the U. S. attem pt to  in c rease  man power by re �

le as in g  the Japanese was w e ll understood by the camp r e �

s id e n ts .

Mr. Komura a lso  to ld  me th a t  he had ju s t  heard o verÿ /hjttewrr-mHnB 

the rad io  th a t a c e r ta in  town in C a lifo rn ia  had announced th a t  

thfcy would r e s i s t  the  re tu rn  of any Japanese. He and his 

daugher agreed th a t  "Almost a l l  o f ^  the  people would l ik e
A

the  camp under J u s t ic e .  They’d fe e l  MHkxxxx much s afe r .  "

On January 18 I  c a l led  on Sal l y  Waktda. S a lly , who intended to

e x p a tr ia te  w ith her husband,George, was r e la t iv e ly  re lax ed . She opened the

conversation  by te l l i n g  me about the Hoshi-dan a c t iv i t i e s .

Since Mr. B urling is  here , they b la s ted  th e i r  bug les

louder than ev er. Even t-he did la d ie s  are running around

ye lling^  "Wash sho’̂  w ith s lack s on. I  don’ t  th ink  t h a t ’s very

n ice fo r  o ld la d ie s  50 years o ld . The young women do i t  to o .

She then to ld  me about her husband’s ks.x x m  hearing on h is  a p p lic a tio n

fo r  ren u n c ia tio n  of c i t iz e n s h ip .

When George went fo r  h is  in te rv iew , thé lady  asked him i f  he

were a member ©f any o rg an iza tio n . He said  he was a member of 

3^- -
the Seinen-dan. She sa id , "The Hokoku Seinen-dah?"...George

pu lled  h is  h a ir  and s^ad, "No, c a n 't  you see?"

She lauged and sksA sa id  she was so rry .

. Early  in  19hh George had been a c tiv e  in  e s ta b l is h in g  à centërw ide 
a th le t ic  o rgan ization  fo r  young men.

Ssjlilu & xe  then to ld  me: "Most people would l ik e  the camp to  go under J u s t ic e ."
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/ . . •T h e  food i s  g e tt in g  worse. We’ve had w ieners day a f te r  

d a y .. .  I  guess the  only people^iaving fun in  camp now are  the 

Hoshi-dan people. They have something to  do every day and meetings 

every n ig h t.

On January 19 I  v i s i te d /  Mr. K un itan i. He to ld  me the re  was a w idespread 

rumor th a t  a l l  persons who have not renounced th e i r c i t iz e n s h ip  by January 

20 tfKL be kicked out of camp. He im plied th a t  th is rumor was being spread 

by the H oshi-dan/ "Some people are a lso  being to ld  to  answer in  a ra d ic a l  

way so th a t  th e i r  c i t iz e n s h ip  w i l l  not be taken away.” �

1 . These statem ents are  in c o rre c t ly  dated in  ”The Spoilage, ” 31*2-3l*2.

On^ January £S0€ ��, Mr. B urling to ld  me th a t the Department of Ju s t ic e

had re c e iv e d  alm ost 6,000 a p p lic a tio n s  fo r  ren u n c iatio n .^  He a lso  to ld

me th a t  he bad a^sxsxx asked D illon  }tyer to  make Tule Lake a refuge

cen te r from which no one would be fo rced to  re lo c a te  fo r  the durtwg (fVu^

of the war. D illon  Myer re fu sed .

2. On January 26 he to ld  me th e re  had been a m isca lcu ta ion . The more accu ra te  
estim ate  was c lo se  to  �, ���.

On January 22, Mr. K urihara to ld  me;

The m ajo rity  of people in  Tule Lake b e liev e  they d&M& 

don’t  have to  go ou t. They w i l l  not change th e i r  minds. Why 

should we come here in  th e  f i r s t  p lace i f  we d id n ’t want to  re �

nounce our c it ix e n sh ip ?  . . .  The tru e  motive b eh in d  the 

ren u n c ia tio n  r£xx of c i t iz e n s h ip  i s  th a t  th e y ’ don’t  w ait to  

ge t o u t. They want to  remain in  camp fo r  the rem ainder of th e  

war. When WRA comes to  re a l iz e  th e i r  m istake, i t  w i l l be too 

l a t e .

On the  same day, Miss Komura, my se c re ta ry , to ld  me;

Q uite a few of my g i r l  f r ie n d s  are  renouncing. I  guess i t ’s 

because th e y ’re  re p a t r ia te s  and had a purpose fo r  coming here .

Most of my f r ie n d s  I  meet a t  Japanese school; we a l l have th e


