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AGRICULTURAL HISTORY

At the turn of the 20th Century the Japanese migration begeui into the fertile 

but as yet undeveloped lands of Contra Costa County. Upon their arrival into the 

communities of Danville, San Ramonf Alamo9 Concord, Martina2, Pacheco, and 

Clayton Valley began the usual adjustment of a penniless and unknown transient to 

the average permanent ooimnunity farmers of today*

The period of transition covers almost half a century* Originally, the Japanese 

came here as laborers, cheap farm laborers working in orchards or in private homes 

for as little as 50 cents a day. Many of the orchards and farms which the Japanese 

worked are still in operation today* Some such as Bancroft, Tfilhitman, Hutchinson, 

and Anderson ranches still maintain one or two of the original settlers»

Gradually, with the advance in agricultural knowledge, the soil, the climate, 

and the further migration of Japanese the change from common laborers to foreman- 

ship took place in many oases*

Around 1912, Japanese were raising grain and 池 eat and contracting large pear 

orchards which hears before they planted and cared for under wages from a 

Caucasian boss*

A great many Japanese could have mad© money then but in those days the incon­

sistencies and the red tape arising out of cannery and shipping contracts, business 

dealings,and the widespread discriminatory practices of the people at large invariably 

gave the short end to the Japeuaese#

The post-war era saw the Japanese emerging as full pledge contractors in this 

district* Workriiig as laborers during the off season, the Jaipanese during harvest 

time bought out the crops such as pears, peaches, apricots, and cherries, and thus 

began the great Japanese farm development which in later years -were to dominate the 

agricultural situation in the County*
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In 1929 strawberries were grown and although a new venture by 1936 , Concord 

strawberries were among the best in the market. Originally started as an experiment 

the crop acreage of 75 acres was reported at one time with an average yield of some 

^500 crates per care*

Canning tomatoes are grown in a dry farming area 2,000 acres in the heart of 

the San Ramon Valley and the Danville district. ll?hil© in the Concord area, although 

the acreage was comparatively small, yield as much as 42 tons per acre was reported* 

Green and market tomatoes began originally as ground tomatoes until 1935 when pole 

tomatoes were tried and proved commercially satisfactory, and an economioal venture 

in that an acre of pole tomatoes yield as much as 12 to 15 acres of ground 

tomatoes•

During recent years saw the great production for fall peas on a large sc&Xe 

with a point t〇¥rard increased acreage as the fanners began to learn the ropes of 

this new production.

Celery and broccoli growing is is©mbryotic stage as yet, b\rfc in a few years, 

perhaps, it too will exceed the highest expectation of many who say that it is not 

a commercial, venture in this valley*

Among other production that thf Japanese had a hand in growing are th© many 

walnut and almond grove scattered throughout the Countyj the Comity ranking 

among the first in California in its production*

(Signed) Henry M« Terazawa
Executive Secretary
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REPORT CONCERIONG THE JAPAMESE INDUSTRIES OF FRESNO COUHTY

Fresno County is primarily an agricultural region and the city of Fresno is 

supported "by the different agricultural industries* In the city of Fresno, there 

is no real industry controlled by the Japanese worth mentioning. The businessmen 

of Fresno depend wholly on the farmers and most of the stores are small and with a 

limited amount of stock. In the city of Fresno, we have five doctors, three dentists 

four optometrists, three drug stores, two dry goods stores, six groceries, two 

furniture stores, and one hardware store• There are also a number of restaurants, 

and chop suey houses, plus few soft drink fotmtains*

Hoi«rev©i% the industry pertaining to agriculture are of vital importance to 

the Fresno area. First of all4 Fresno County is second largest in Japanese land* 

omied farms* Small tomis surrounding the city of Fresno, such as Parlier, Reed ley, 

Kerman, and Bowles, has between 750 to 2,000 acres of Japanese land ownings• The 

principal crop of Fresno is the vineyard crop irtiich may b© divided into three 

catagories: raisin, wine, and table grapes. There are also extensive acreages of 

melons, orchard crops such as apricots and peaches*

^here is no Japanese controlled companies dealing with raisins or wine grapes* 

Most of the Japanese deal with large compeuiies such as Sun Maid, C* P. C., Guggen- 

hime & Brothers, and Rosenberg Bros* & Company* There are, however, a few smaller 

agricultural industries in Fresno worth mentioning. The Fresno Strawberry- 

Association owned and controlled by Japanese which produce 95艿 of the strawberries 

in this region. In the past years there has been the Central California Vegetable 

Association which dealth with the siammer vegetable crops to be shipped to San 

Francisco and Los Angeles markets* Japanese in Fresno County control about 60% 

of the bunch vegetables coming to the Fresno market in the summer and almost all the 

bunch vegetables in the winter* Other iigportant agricultural industries in the
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Frosno County controlled by the Japanese is the International Chick Sexing Associa­

tion inhich sends out over 65 Nisei sexors to various states east of the Rookies# 

Problems peculiar to the vegetable industries is immediate crop loans and some 

sort of assurance to be financially compensated for crops on the ground or a chance 

to harvest their crops. The problem facing the land owners in Fresno County is 

the proper organization of trusteeship for their land ownership. W© propose that 

that JACL draw up an ttair-tightw form of trusteeship between the two parties with 

small acreages of land• There has bden some consideration of uniting all 

Japanese owned acreage to some form of ^holding company** of a more adequate 

trusteeship* International Chick Sexing Association has a major problem of seeing 

to it that their sexors are properly protected ishile performing their duties in 

the several states throughout the United States*

There has been some complaint that many of the banking institutions request 

that the farmer turn over legal right to use land for just a small crop loan or 

he must get some Caucasian •American as co-signer before crop loans are obtainable* 

Has the Federal Reserve Bank come out with any specific statement concerning the

custodianship of Japanese lands in the 1-B area?



Lodi

JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS LEAGUE 

THE HISTORY OF LODI JAPAHESE IN AGRICULTURE.

In looking back into the development of the Lodi agricultural district, the 

important part that the Japanese contributed to the rapid development of the Lodi 

dis'tric'b cannot be ignored* The fact 七11£1七 the Japanese hav© coirtributed greatly 七〇 

the presdii'b prosperity has long been recognized by the local American comnwmi'by.

Th© first Japanese came to this vicinity about 1896• About 7 people are 

reported *bo have "b©©n in "this area during "blifl/b year* Tli©s© pioneer Japanese wBr©

mostly engaged in faming activities of their own, such as growing sugar beets and 

grain, Hot much information is available of these first people*

The first large-scale entry into Lodi and vicinity began about 1900 to 1901* 

Quite a few of these Issei Japanese are still living here. These people were at 

that time mostly laborers, A number of them were charged with the responsibilities 

of the various farms on Tsfcich they worked* About that time the estimate of the 

male Japanese here seemed to number about 100*

Soon, however， th© independent nature of th© Japanese began to ©xert itself#

Just working for a living did not appeal to the large majority of these people.

Around 1905 some of them began to acquire a few acres* either by rentals or through

buying* In 'bhis Manner th© <J&p&n6S@ bocame piozieors in "bh© agricultural coroniuiii"ty« 

As soon as the Japanese began acquiring land, they started setting in vineyards, 

and laid the foundation for large-scale production of grapes, which has become the 

main industry in Lodi, The Japanese-operated vineyards soon became the showplaoes 

of L〇di« The ibnerican people seeing such successful operations began to ask 

Japanese help to set out their vineyards. Soon more Japanese had to be imported 

because of wholesale plantings* In time, in order to take ear© of the harvesting 

of these large-scale plantings more and more Japanese became necessary* Today,
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season. It is estimated that the Japanese now harves七 about 9妙  of the Tokay grape 

crop.

The Japanese not only contributed greatly to the development of the grape in­

dustry of Lodi, but they also played a large part in building up the orchards, 

consisting mainly of plums, peaches, and cherries# Between 1910 and 1915, the bulk 

of the orchard planting and cultivation was done by the Issei. Since then, the 

Japanese have cultivated and harvested most of the orchards* At the present time, 

the Japanese handle probably Z〇f〇 of the pltjm both in production and in marketing* 

Fr<aa about 1927, the influence of the Nisei upon the agricultural development 

of the Lodi district gradually began to "be a prominent factor in various lines*

The Japanese have successfully operated extensive acreages of tomatoes, lettuce^ 

strawberries* dry beans, and celery* Prom about an acreage of less than 10 acres 

in 1927, the Japanese have built up the strawberry acreage to the estimated 175 

acres for 1942* In 1942, the Japanese are preparing to plant 1^650 acres of 

tomatoes*

Lodi J.A.C.L.

(Signed) Sam Funsmura, V. P
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AGRICULTURAL HISTORY OF REEDLEY

The agricultural contribution of the Japanese farmers to Reedley traces far 

b&ck into the early 1900*s» In these early 'times th© Japanese 111011 worked mostly 

as common farm hands and laborers*

The pioneering Japanese knew very little about the grape and fruit culture but 

soon showed addp'tziess and are now the envy of "their American neighbors*

Vineyards in the earlier days were planted on hilly grounds♦ H9hile the high 

places dried out the lower spots were muddy and the vines did not yield much crop. 

Soon farmers leveled the grounds and planted trees and vines for irrigation. This 

produced heavy bearing vineyards. It is claimed by the pioneer Japanese that almost 

all of the vines in Reedley were at one time under the care of a Japanese*

After experinieirting and assisting in "th© grap© and orchard jParming, "the Japanese 

were soon in great demand as farm hands. The Nisei began purchasing land as early 

as 1925* Most; of these Niseih&d learned much from their parents and were well 

trained by their teachers in the schools. The more fortunate Nisei have attended 

the Agricultural College and are more advanced in the elements of good farming*

By 1930, many more Nisei had purchased fams and increased the acreage of 

their small places. In a few years the melon and vegetable growing farmers oame 

into this district and began raising the early vegetables. Many farmers in this 

area followed and planted these vegetables — such as: squash, tomato, cucumber, 

pea, beansf lettuce, spinach, watermelon, and cantaloupe• Most of these crops are 

grown in large acreages and are sent by truck to the San Francisco, and Los Angeles 

markets • Kfatemelons are sent to the eastern markets and also are sold at the 

ranches to out-of-state trucks.

The barren Smith Mountains, east of Reedley, was formerly used only for a
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pasture but today, through the patience and experiments of the Japanese people, 

this Moimtain produces the earliest vegetables* The slopes of these hills were 

leveled 0110ugh to permit irrigation during the dry weather* Rocks were carried 

off the slopes and now the formerly worthless Moimtain is "being cultivated for 

early crops. The land on this hill was formerly leased for little or nothing but 

today the owners are asking for a large fee*

Japanese farmers of this area, including Orange Cove, have proven that perishable 

vegetables can be grown in this locality for early crops as well as the late fall

crops*

The business peopl^have extended credit to most farmers, enabling them to 

increase acre&ge and produce more crops*

Today Reedley is a moderate sized towr^ but the businessmen as well as the 

farmers seem to be prosperous. Thanks to pioneers who laid the foundation and 

established a good reputation, we, Nisei are able to carry on the good work.

Prepared by S* Kiyomoto 
Chairman of Ag« Comm#
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510 Lincoln Ave«9 Salinas, Calif*

THE JAPAH1SE AGRICULTURAL HISTORY OF THE SALINAS VALLEY

The beginning of the Japanese Community and the contribution made by the 

Japanese toward the agricultural history dates back to the middle of 1890* Few 

people came as a laborer at that time, and one individual in particular purchased 

a 5-acr© piece in 1898 to lay the foundation for future farming* At the turn of 

the 20th Century, laborers came to Salinas to work forv the SpreckeIs Sugar Company, 

located at Spreckels, California, in the sugar beet fields. A number of them became 

labor contractors, and from 1910 on the people gradually worked themselves into 

farmingf most on share basis*

Between 1915-1923, most of the crops grown by these farmers were beans9 potatoes 

strawberries, bush berries, sugar beets, onions9 and vegetables. Then, around 1924 

the lettuce was first grown, and for a few years it was in a unstable position 

because nobody knew ivhat to do to dispose of this crop. There were no shippers 

at that time and not many growers* Gradually the marketing end was worked out, and 

the lettuce growers increased in number. T〇 the growing of this crop費 Japanese 

people as a whole oontributed a great deal. At first the Japanese farmers grew 

crops on share basis with the landlord to accumulate enough capital to get land on 

cash rent later on*

The lettuce industry became the major agricultural operation in the Salinas 

Valley, and later became knoiim as the "Salad Bowl of the Nation,H With the growth 

of this particular produce, a few Japanese went into the shipping end, as well as 

the growing part, and today only one company--Salinas Valley Vegetable Exchange— 

is operating as a lettuce shipper and grower. This firm is a partnership, and one 

of the partners is & Nisei*

Gradually, little by little the Japanese people began to realize that they
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were to make their homes in the community, so that they started to purchase land 

for themselves# A number of them bought land (in trees and tules near Salinas)*

This land irtiich used to be \mder water in the early 1920*s, was reclaimed by the 

Japanese, and at present is one of the richest in the Valley, The total acreage 

reclaimed is in the neighborhood of 370 acres, out of î iioh 155 acres are o'wned*

111 recent years, the Japanese farmers grew varieties of products; such as# 

lettuce, sugar beets, strawberries, contract bean seeds, other beans, celery, 

spinach for cannery, carrots, market and canning tomatoes, dry onionsf garlic, 

truck vegetables, and various seeds*

A/t "fch© latter part of 1941，*bhe JctpEuieso r&rmers leased a. 'to'b&l acreage of aboul* 

5f689 acres, o'wned 1，213 acres, and on share 640 acres, making a total acro&ge of 

7,642 acres. Many farmers were at the peak in farming. Most of them owied equip- 

mezi't "to c&re for "the f*anQ.s# but now all of 'them are disposing of* dquipineii't ond

farms due to evacuation
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Ifetrch 31,1942

With very little western knowledge on their behalf the first party of Japanese 

entered the fertile valley of the San Benito County as common farm laborers for the 

American farmers irtio offered them scanty shelters said low -wages9 far below the 

standard of the American people* Today in reality we are able to witness the great 

change idiich has taken place under the industrious efforts offered by the Japanese 

Issei of the county. Today in the presence of the oncoming war, we are facing the 

most dreaded situation of giving up our homes and farms which we have toiled to 

construct as it now stands*

The history of the Japanese people in the County relates back to the early 

Nineteen Hundreds* Starting their life here in the county as farm laborers, they 

were able to secure little farms on share basis with the American people through 

untiring efforts to win the confidence of thair boss* Some were fortunate in 

leasing a small tract to farm under their own ability, while others who were 

talented in speaking English, to secure a position as labor foreman or labor 

contractors* UShen the antialien land law became effective the Issei were forced to 

give up their farms unlesathey were able to secure land imder the title of their 

son or daughter* This, however, was not practical due to the lack of Nisei mho 

were matured in age to lease farms on said conditions•

The chief crop raised by the Japanese in the valley was seed crops which were 

contracted and financed by the firm oumed by the Americans* Majority of the so- 

called contracted growers held verbal agreements between the two parties, thus 

eliminating the complications involved in securing a written agreement*

As the years passed,the number of Nisei attaining the age of twenty-one increased 

steadily enabling the Japanese farmers to increase the number of farms in operation

as it now stands
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During the past ten years there has been a considerable increase in the amount 

of rent paid to the land owners due to competitive farming between the Japanese 

and the American farmers. Today we find on© half of the cultivated farms of the 

valley held by the Japanese 姐 61*1〇姐 "who- have proven to produce farm products of 

equal quality or better in the most cases. The modern system of fanning which is 

a general practice among the local Japanese farmers are largely due to the Nisei*s 

ideal ways of fanning which not only has enabled the Japanese but the American 

farmers also in maintaining their position in the present agricultural circles* 

There are no horse-pulled farm equipment in the County during the paist few years, 

since the young Nisei ivere machine minded to convert the p&st farming ideas into 

the modern machine system.

The flourishing shopping centers in the county may easily be contributed to 

the Japanese people of the valley who consists of about ten per cent of the total 

population of the county*

The San Juan Valley which has long been known as the garlic center of the world 

is able to maintain its title due to the Japanese growers who have maintained the 

crop regardless of the years they were forced to sell below the growing cost. Such 

competitiv© farmings were being maintained by the Japanese farmers because of their 

industrious families who toiled in the fields to maintain the present production* 

During the past few years, San Juan and Hollister has developed itself in producing 

high quality lettuce for eastern markets* Suoh achievements can only be obtained 

by sacrifices on experimental bases which were conducted voluntarily by the farmers 

themselves* Individual sacrifices made by the Japanese farmers are countless in 

numbers as far as farm progresses ar© concerned, but nevertheless little credit has 

been given to the Japanese people* The large acreage of grazing lands €ind orchards 

ar© gradually disappearing €tnd more vegetation is visible in the valley.
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The great change in the valley as well as the entire County is through th© efforts 

of the Japanese people of the County. With such great accomplishments to their 

credit, the people are leaving the valley and what they have accomplished through 

manual labor and financial difficulties* TiShat this war may overshadow at the 

present time, can be brought to reality as the years go by and peace brought to our 

nation one© again. TWhat the Japanese fanners have done and hope to accomplish is 

our contributions to the country•
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President 
Route 2, Box 1101 

San Fernando, Calif*

Iforch 2 0 , 1942*

Nobuodtsu Takahashi 
c/o Nat*l JACL Headquarters 
2(̂ 31 Bush Street 
San Franc!sooy Calif*

Dear Mr* Takahashi»

San Fernando Valley includes the towns of Burbank, North Hollywood, Van Huys,
Canoga Park, San Fernando, and smaller communities* Japanese fanners operate in all 
sections of this large and fertile valley. It is said that every foot of this valley 
has at one time been farmed by Japanese agriculturalists.

The vanguard of these pioneers entered the Valley about forty yeeurs ago, conveying 
their families and worldly goods on creaking horse-drawn wagons along the main 
thoroughfare, a dusty wagon road* The Valley at this time was ^ust one vast wheat 
field, the town of San Fernando was a "thriving1* village of two buildings and a 
few inhabitants* Japanese had the opportunity to purchase acreage now located in 
the middle of the town, at a ridiculously small price#

The center of activity revolved around the now historical San Fernando Mission, 
the home of the Padre?• These Japanese pioneers worked and lived at the mission,

San Fernando Valley is a well-known citrus growing area* Many of the oldest 
groves in this area were planted with the sweat and the toil of these pioneer 
Japanese*

Before the inroads of subdivisions, real estate projects, movie stars, airports, ẑ)d 
aircraft industries, the San Fernando Valley was noted for its quality melons, 
tomatoes, acres of lettuce and varied truck eind blanch vegetables. Despite the 
inroads of the city overflow, approximately three thousand acres of land are still 
under cultivation by about 130 Japanese families who have about $260,000 invested 
in farm equipmezi't* Produce grown is almost entirely consumed in southern California 
and is estimated to b© worth about f600,000 annually*

The flower growing industry is also firmly entrenched in the San Fernando Valley 
with the first growers establishing themselves here about twenty years ago. Unlike 
the farmers, quite a few of the florists own their property and are mostly permanent.

It is claimed that more quality winter cut flowers are grown in this Valley than 
any other place in the world, much of iriiich is shipped out of state. There are 
about 500 acres devoted to flowers, the value of which reaches approximately
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#420,000 annually* Eracuation will severely effect the flower industry because 
ample precautions to continue the source of supply are not being taken as on the
faming front*

Respectfully sulanitted, 

San Fernando Chapter

(Signed) Tom Imai
Tom, Imai, President
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THE HISTORY OF THE JAPANESE PEOPLE IN THE SAN GABRIEL VALLEY AMD POMOBA

The first permanent settlement of the Japanese in San Gabriel Valley occured 

about 1902. At first only a handful of young men were present* They were employed 

as day laborers in homes and in the citrus orchards, and one ambitious fellow, 

Masaiohi Nomura, began a hand*laundry in the town of Sierra Madre.

In 1903, E* J* Baldwin of Arcadia, began harvesting oranges oh his 200-ficre 

orchard, creating the first influx of Japanese laborers in signiricant proportions• 

In due time there were 35 to 40 living in camps and e|î )loyed in the citrus orchards*

About this time, began an intense persecution and ostracism of the Chinese 

people, which caused a marked decrease in the Chines© farmers, who grew most of 

the vegetables for the local markets* Thus, through the misfortunes of the Chinese 

began the era of Japanese fanning in this Valley#

The first Japanese to gain possession of a tract of land for cultivation vras 

Mr. Kameoka in 1904. His farm was located on Lower Azusa Avenue in North El Mont©, 

where he grew berries and truck crops for many years, but h© has now been deoeased 

for several years*

In 1905, the first strawberries were grown on a commercial basis by a Mr. Osawa 

of Roland. Two years later new strawberry farms were started in Arcadia and in 

Roland, of 10 and 85 acres, respectively. Each was formed under a partnership of 

3 and 10 men, all of whoni were 20 to 25 years of* age* These strawberry i'az'xns proved 

a great success, and news of it spread rapidly throughout southern California* 

Immediately, countless strawberry farms sprang up in all sections of the Valley,

On the Baldwin Farm, located between Duarte and Lower Azusa in Savannah, 200 acres 

were planted to strawberries by Japanese mostly from the vicinity of Tropico. 

Niamerous acreages of strawberries with a smaller amount of vegetables were inter- 

planted between young walnut seedlings in the eastern section of San Gabriel Valley,
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paying rentals of #20 to |25 an acre and caring for the young trees free of charge* 

Though the walnut growers benefited, the farmers later met with disaster*

The sudden increase in strawberries resulted in an over-supply of this product 

and a great loss to the embryo Japanese farmers# ioany of whom turned to other means

: : : : : :  i : ：™

cultivation of fresh vegetables, supplanting the rapidly dwindling Chinese popula­

tion#

Steadily to this date of evacuation, the Japanese have toiled and tilled the 

lands of this Valley, introducing numerous products to the public, and producing 

vegetables in quality and quantity with an efficiency that no other race hitherto 

has been able to duplicate*

The population of the Japanese is at the present time approximately 2,300 

persons, including aliens and American citizens« The table below shows the 

relative populations at various significant dates:

1902 - 4 1922 _ 1,400

1907 - 30-40 1942 - 2,300

1914 - 500

It is evident that in the eastern portion of the Valley the increase in the 

Japanese population and the area under cultivation has been directly proportional 

to the acreage of walnut trees newly planted and later ■when they were removed*

The order of land areas brought under cultivation in this Valley is as follows: 

Arcadia and Roland, Puente, Bassett, Baldwin Park, El Monte, Pomona Valley, and Coyian 

A few of the products introduced into this Valley on a commerical seal© by the
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Japanese ares Strawberries in 1904; bushberries (blackberries, loganberries, rasp­

berries) in 1912# and cauliflower in 1917* In 1917, Kusutaro Kato introduced the 

Snow Ball Cauliflower which has become one of the most important vegetables 

grown in this Valley and elsenhere*

There are innumerable instances where the Japanese farmers created thriving 

fana coimaunities out of barren alkali, rocky or sandy wastelands. For example:

In 1914, the desolate alkali regions of* South B1 Monte with its high water 

table was 0031verted into one of the richest celery and bunch Tegetable co細 unities 

in southern California.

The Oakwood Ranch, which is now a prospering farm center of early strawberries 

with several hundred acres under cultivation annually since 1932, was once a lonely 

rock-strewn hillside with a few scattered oak trees• A few Caucasians had un- 

succdssrully attempted growing oranges and toma'boes under irrigation, "but it was 

soon abandoned*

In many sandy areas where hitherto nothing has been raised, the Japanese have 

created prosperous farms, growing'berries, asparagus, carrots, and other vegetables* 

In the agricultural industry, other than berry and truck crop farming, there 

are many contributions made to this area. The Nitake Citrus Nursery of Baldwin

Park,油 ich was begun in 1907 in San Dimas with 5,000 to 10,000 citrus seedlings

per year sales, has now groim to an output of 120,000 trees per year. The greatest 

proportion of the citrus orchards of San Gabriel Valley, Orange Coimty, and Imperial 

and Coachella Valley were propagated in the Nitake nurseries#

The Golden Rose Company of Puente \mder the ownership of T, Tokushige was begun

in 1917 on a small scale, but due to Mr. Tokushige*s scientific ingenuity and

assiduity, the company rapidly grew to be the largest rose grower in southern

California with shipments made all over the United States and a near monopoly on
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the eastern seaboard«

Numerous landscape nurseries have sprung up in this Valley, in the past decade. 

Each growing rapidly to answer the call for artistically planted gardens in the 

mushroom-like growing oonmmnities. One of the largest and best known isthe Mission 

Nursery and Florist, owned by Fred Yoshimura. It covers 45 acres and has a personnel 

of a 100 men and women*

Today, the Nipponese are engaged in a wide diversity of vocations. The majority 

are farmers, growing berries and truck crops. Next come the fruit and vegetable-

s"fcaiid operators, nurserymen, and landscape gardeners, and cut flower growers, and

rioris'ts* The remaining consist of shopkeepers, fertilizer companies^ businessmen, 

and other professional people, who are all dependent upon the farmers of this 

community*

The standard of living of the Japanese is something that the Americans have 

little understood. Tracing the 40-year history of the Nipponese in the San Gabriel 

Valley, we can see a definite upward trend. From the itinerant laborer with his 

worldly possessions on his back to the 122,000 home of th© Nitake*s is a great advance- 

ment* True, not all have made as rapid a progress. Yet, the same is true of the 

Caucasians and any other immigrant*

If on© knew "that in 1914 only a few of the Japanese homes for "th© first time

could afford painted houses, rugs, and new painted furniture, he would realize 

the transition which has occurred. The young growing children during the pasttwo 

decades have been a great financial and, consequently, a social burden upon the 

parents, but now they have just reached young man and womanhood, are capable of 

looking after themselves#
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The Nisei are not satisfied with the old farm shacks, the ill-fitting clothes, 

or having their women toil in the fields like animals I They too ar© Americans 1 

% e y  want the same things — education, culture, and a higher living and social 

standardl Close observation will prove ttiat this is exactly what has been occurring 

in this Valley and elsewhere• Hâ ve you noticed the new powerful family car in 

practically every farm home, a new electric ic© box and stove in ©very home# the 

acquirement of good farming equipment and real ©state, the purchase of substantial 

homes, the modish attirement of the young men and women^ and the great number of 

college nisei? All of these have taken place in the past few years* YesX They are 

no different from the rest of the Americans — just give them time.
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SA9 IU7S0 _  Di*4 &<»» 8» f4^e»hMhl一 _ 圍
m* - \ ^ j] ^ 7ぐ*‘ベ、ィ’"§激tîT パべ,城/ " y翁̂1、〆せ' 气 气

8鼸11 omrl^ 為i _ t 9T  ̂ shows tiift pr•蘑0&o# o f Aip«&e«« r•響 M  l^r _
bftok m  1890* At th a t tisi« ； J«pfth«8# laborers were eith er is^ort«4 er  h&4i l»»^f 
filtr a te d  Into th 0 QWKuxilty «a vorkex^s * t  th» o H  Lm 11« S a lt  CoeipMiy r«fln iii£  ^  
plazct la  south San 8〇m  Ja.pMi«8« wr%  r«port«A to  hav* Iwen tmeleyed a t
th» nsir leoat^d Ijb th^ M i l t  ^99t o f S«m Matte* f,；

魏; 難 ^ ^ ^ ^ 鑛 禮  

Thei« ooBoum likb^^ir* n«r« th« fdw uxisw rt % ot«ftdy tr ic k le  o f Jap^iies# |
^ ri V^Xe^m By 真9l 〇‘— n诚 从 铲 ‘で J狂!浪⑽I^Ni^i  ̂ &it̂ :.'j|i|f:: iNnr x̂it霣.And、

：day-wotr̂ Qirrs ^Ith^  ̂ eiurX̂  ：C|kllfori!ii«̂  whd'htMl ' Iwgtai ^9.«alo» tht'K^
mT9A around San Hilisbdroagh and Burllxi£«ae9 a o〇&9«atratlon of fln« own*

hop^i/aiid. maiuiicais：#. th r m ^ '；-,l ^  ：y 9 ^ $ /i ' ^ ^  'iitalthy ,〇!&*• .；«yEid;\l»t«r th« .skidds ; 
0la 8» h«r〇 proriAvd yfiur*ftsr«nmd «e〇up«^iQiui for the Jftp&n«e«| as dcwestle* axxd gftrd*

During Isht « a rly  period♦ to spring up
the touQ ItM liy  luxd jr«#.rsl_ 蓽 U&und^r_,)ie• 霉 iuh «urt 鐵t«r# 磨龜 liotal •!»! •
細 a®ral:11«*〇 議 3M|i*• 於

Of th^s<r j^ioi3a«f intutias^•蠢 â^y’.tik• 塞•n«ir&V_0r ^ ia n ^ i_' h&« .yrriY«A-:::|
1 您.|8 域 ！！::〇f>or«tdd:;如 : fdktitftiN^fi^ha9hliih«i ftruniitd 蜃t o r .—iti/ l906•泣'

A fiir  nurs^riM g grmsiilfiftth^rs o f th« :i&4u«%fy« tim  o«iiter«l
i.a w«s^ tii:l*:::tlm»__theMB«i. ’<NUf̂ y. mifMBoirMMB . tiirred
forlsh«F‘ t . : 秦t ’tir魏e t <^pam^_ :曾财 k»M t»セが,1̂ 賺/.iicalmiml令芝:.:ttB til’: #  .|>9〇6 ’4 . i*o
Jistpaneo* &6«d〇lftt|0n i«M f«Xt# '；r11111
パ，‘♦ ご〆 vv»v ̂ * ， 卜欢ぺ;、ザ，ぶ!逆'’ダグ'̂罗々 糸た*%'“夕 々 ン 1ホ蔚い•卜も* <1吃”ネ'ノ，

Cte；li«ir* 18f ^ t «〇' fĴ kpkt̂ ê  MsoftiAtiiHEi vmi fem«d !.iri%h H'̂ VShiBadiA
mM/%%$ A r#12 ohiurt^ .a^bex^ . #«rr0t. as

îbm. pim itm r '^m Hnt«« r«ii

^•14#* I'roiBf ^hiiaada9 reooxili $bmr t» ：%» I%t9nciit,j f » t« Sm lta9 F* |趣
Xarl^ftf f • t«i〇almshl# S. Fujlim r«f Bm % Mhim ^$ %• ?• t 〇« h i^ A 7«xed«» Y*

• •  TjJdfchMMi9 T^. lM9iQhX:̂ .：93^' 4.0. HmUi . ni i 〇M . n m , ^
bars# Many 馨f  th««@ non «r• 馨t i l j l  pi^tiirtly in  b u s l^ M  in 8«k& Mi>t»o«

¥h« 9arly «ltipftiiB«e, vnidlmratm^in^ p f Enrligh language and hit detii^
to  adsglo 響ith  h i癟史攀j L̂ow 09untr7iaen，rer鬱 th# raaftess |*er th镰 111« t親nt 馨 120698)1 o f
thi9 «lftpan98«t A«i〇eifitliitt« fha sm^ I ) ^  ierve4 jT#r bu«iB«4it ditoua8i«cyi %u%
m98^ *8 « Utmik»TB •ktt̂ ndAdi 100 pdiNB#!!̂  ani 3Lc9Maic04 up 011 %h# K^tlpags：̂ «• |
■•れn r o f  r«0r « fiti〇a . バ ^

fhm oh«rt«r »«Rb«r« niaaberad k l w iM i m gr«At pr«p»nA«rftxiiNi *f tlngl# »»a 
th« pr»s«a^ «r^m&isati«a M<oib«r«hlp lists m 〇# &t -̂ hm 95 P«>* are h*«4s of Iknl*
il#§#>||：'.iSlti〇f：;.|̂ s：； %he; th*' hub -^f/aotlirlty
免!!#■ 把 |«2i«:想 i*i_iv..lti象 （B^lic^e ♦か  >1ii 3̂>12 鲁tUMi:.-_xt4Mii 瀘 ^adltoor# o f tbA

Xx̂  li&y#  ̂19161p th# J»pan«6« X «n |^ g» soho^l ««u> with gui enroll»eztt o t  lii，
ohlldr«& iih<» fdur were « f  a^iool a£« and 10 kliMle gart#&» The f ir s t  Jltp«zx«8* 
•tthool t«aeH«r Sr«* H irata* tTp t 0 th« m p iily  growing ««h»〇i  had s ix  f 
8〇ho#l ^saohet^i fp t  ih^tyisii； periods @f、Imu».’ 纖 b  1逆 6’.  ’ Y ▲. .'SaildL 情^  •沙 oint#d hectd.’| 
抱  lm.8 祕 祕 :'_haV:穸⑽％ 时 从 i他 bly t a .セ1]_:龙 1*«§«|9^、お畔• 職'7 ^ _如騰|>̂ 找 tiT o ly  .horti



hlstery of is San Hattto 1- 雌}101〇1 by the fkot at lat# m
girl afid two boys wer« th« first Jnpft»«6« t« b« graduate fr«tt L««mne# ll«m»ntary 
School* He«rcTerf in sueo.“iT« years • wort wcA sor« ^apanot* 9〇ho«X ohildr^n 
YmfB bmm. included in crMuating ustll nm  »e«r#e attend the looal high
•6ho«l «LHi junior

la )r«Teiwi&s th« hMiary 9t th« Japane«« In San liatee, th^lr «xistenee and growth 
篇ight almost be terseil plftoiA* Unlike th« s tuatlm in many early Calif〇mift 
there Has be»n no prejudice against the San % t «〇 Jspft&es#* Beo&u^e df th«
ise lA tio n  o f San tfateo f r 雛  S«a Frimoisoe in th^ early dfty〜 physieiOL perseouti如  by 
heodlunfi nevwr 0d6upft1iî QikX 雜ozifH籲七癱 B one _ f  the 0 1 _參&%飜 eon^tuilTO t«
r&oi*l pr«4u4le«^ hfti zMiY#r mrla«n beoitufie th« odeuputl^i of th» amjoplty of th^ $«n 
M&tso '̂ panosd/'-'has ̂bcNin. aiid etllX le ixi 4aNittlo wô rlc*

Tho r«mind0r nho hav# briuiohed lntd business hav# 1>een aooept«4 &s equal# lâ  
thtir C&uoMian oc«p«tlter8 • | the only fona «f prejiadl«« that htus be«n the lot of
. .tht..，8u1b̂ l聲 电 i鱗  in •戈 名 へ ：％ i爆.hop#d 'thatr thijs. oiNei1- |
di^lofi will pftts on irlth th« forffifttlim iu(i between Japan^8« azii
Amriomm*

が  ̂rs 11麝.1995• 七如■丈i 押七 111嫌 ^ ^ : 修 ず 七 祕 參 滅 •七•❹ C 脚 JA6l».
wtu$ 2»iXd uadî r the eiMiixiiiaiMkhlp 〇£ iSftildl Mim^nQ* Th«i pa«t#(A tht oeostltu*
tioci sud& eleoted tlie #fIIoei^ slid fî Nr »«Kberv of tht bdard el* 9̂T̂ rwar9m It !• in*
t^r^sting t瘺 110to t^it &®arly of this象參Hren Gx*ifijmV offio«r« «r© xioir m_rri參d*
Althaugh the aeBiborshiD and aotlvity ot this ehapt«r w e  bwM . *t the beginnixi^ it
1¢ .{iciw i»3̂ .:❿rtl姆 mo旅■祕 ti抑 ..<〇道■..progrostive JAO’I* 炊pls tod«i|r«

MSHLOm RI fey K»y Kltm^wa— ■

Parle ie « smll oltŷ  1m th# ^aa Mat«o County# Xoo&tfHl Just north of tht 
Santa Clara County lineal The oity^ »«JLn thoroughfare 10 the EX Ceaino Beal hlsh« 
ivttyi Pittlo Alto «.nA ^tftnford tJ&lYorlsty li<» 〇&3gr tw» nlles 8〇utlmr^l«

I The story 9f  th» Xaeal t2ibpazi«8e oeuBUxiity eftn be sultiplleH muay ti»»* in 
U r  arc«« aX^e the Paoifie C〇A«t» In 1925 th®re i»»r# ®nly fl4̂  I*i«i femillw in 
)f«nlo Btkrfc«|̂ Xn 19!|0 th9r« were over l!$0 X«s«i# Ni»#lt «nd San»#i* Slnoe th»m wme 
only et h&ndl'ul J&pwa#se# th»y J|0iiMNi and ftz*e ttllX affiliated with %he Pfe.lo Alta 
JaLpamM 'Atflrooiatloik horned.la 5-9〇5*

<̂uii瓤V  prejudio# haul 毒ta head i& this «〇>«»• A MrJ Slrashlma im»
hit«d trm  Imildltkg m ^hwuxixt̂  MtabllthKent on th» )%h iwy m  «•!! *s fr<»ii buying 
& l«t In tho residential district i « Mr» Kao had difficulty la tsuylng a houeo l«t 

iMilag asked to Bale JLltef ii daugh^#r of l̂ r* ?«kahMnl nme donied the
Aperlean X*eglon &wnrd b«e«us« of her par^atag** D«0plt« th»»« eacaoiplef of raoi&l ̂  
disortmlxwtioa* th« JApft&eae t«d«y bxwp r»oelT#d du« r0«〇c^iti«fi ia this olty. Mr#
:謙hisaki 你 . wms 数 gornery -tere on th# higifaimy t籲Acgr has the lftrg««t itor«
In tha olty* Le〇ftte4 «n 〇ik  Or&W9 smd C&si&o He«X# th« busiest oomer #f th«

th« n t〇f  !• ft llTixig testiaony of % •  IthlsiOci** pertlstmt iziduttry fmr n«ftrly 
SO years* ..邏 纖 編 . を 纏

The Klsei hav« im40 a Tery favor&ble ispresaio&s «a o&^ th«ir felloe A»erl〇An
藝oho❹lm&t雜癱軎 t#«k〇li6rf» frl眷&d« in tte Chr翁wnftr «&d S籲q^oi鞔 hi$h

In th# !•>«センs**•か *嚷ゼ  oXeuis ^h# hl^i iolu»ol9 twxt th» iLif#
•f th« Ccklifor&Ui S«hola«tlo Federation were Hls»i« | X«««i 0f thm Cew&unity hare 
04melst#»t3^ e〇xitrlbut«d to ▼arious organl <№4 ehariti«0* fh«y put up
tlio ne«d#d »a〇By to r the e〇Mpletl«a of a p^^ne&t for th« ^rssaiar «oh»ol pi»B〇«

The future 9f Japa&asa rocidente in ISe&lo % r k  la bright* With th# reoo^nititiMB



Mid re靡 tlmt 1m▼攀 r«o«l«id. th参 h«v9 beooRMi _n part
9f the o«M&imityf Wit̂ i the proper dir»etloo o f Kls«i 9XsA dmi m«vs,%Wi through 
such ag«B〇i«s m  thm 011113roh«« m d th» 4401#« ft«eonpll«laietxti w n b« «x-
p«et«4 in the serried %he Qmmmi^y ftni th» United

USSGADSRO By S* Y^ehifUjl^*

Peso癱dero is 孤t«d cdong occult »«»&r tko tmii^ern bound癱ry of 姑纂t«〇
Couotjy# th春 pr«d〇ttlne»t induatfy is agrieuHtir® in î ii功i the KAjority ^  th® 1,000 
reeid«nte ftre ^h# first Jftpanei# aettlers, ftbetit 5〇 ata»b«r, upon th#ir
arrival here in 1912# 翥 对 st trmet of

Iti 11917# the first JftpcuMee Assooi^tlmi was orgaiiised with heedqu«rt«z*0 in S«n
118ffc#,，- , ■ r .； Y ； .；̂ -, V-J ; ? : ,, .： ：■： , .„. - '?;i;i；,.v：； ̂ i：.;■; i'

^h®p« wer« no si^no ®f raolftl pre^dio#, dvs p®rhaj?« to Xaok of iatiiaate coa- 
The ftpjprosdiaat# txmber of Japanese i» now 35 〇f ̂ lich 75 p«r««xrl; are

The iohabitante are doro七番<i to agrimaltttre# th« amセ篇taiidlai; t^pe b• 复 trueW
fftmlng* Peas# bru«9«l sprau^e and lettuce are seem of the prodmiie*

Various org&ztlnations now In extstmnee inclxtde ttm Fanners* ^se〇elati<m# Ath«* 
letie cmd mriotiG eooiftl grm ps* M  be fore» lnstttems of raoiftl prejadioe are inf!r« 
qaeat*

Through partioipatiem In Tftriouc aonBimity su〇h *e the Chamber ef
0〇HBere«# Fall Festival and Rod Croce4 th« Japanese hair* ^alx&ed reapeot* JapaJMte 
^rowertt h«v# lzrtredu««i mangr ns«r agrieultural product**

BSIMOQD Ctff ^  Hir^suke Isoî re

B«d«r««d Cityf ftbout 5^ south of 6«ua Franelt«09 reeorAi»d the first Jaipanete
•蠊ttlers in 1907* Th«r«*ftor# a fenr f«nille« «urrirei# bvA net aotiee&bly In wm mr  ̂
fhese early ptwamrs «ultlvat«d flowers tor doemeroiai purpppo and B«rlott#d then in 
San Franolftoo* At that tim »§ «〇8t 9t the floors mr® ^ramx outdoors or uni«r <sl«th 
houses* At ti»e pft««ad 1sy9 gre^i^hoas^i were built to pto&uw tlm m in during the trim* 
t^r «<mth«.

About six y«art «ft«r th»lr arrival h»r»# or In the y#ar 1903* tettlers fcreed 
the H«d»o«d City Hurseryasn*! Association^ filling * ^arp〇i« fimilar to the pr^ttnt 
J^paBese Astoeifttleo* fh«r@ »pproxi»«t#2y 12 famllieg esig»gj»di in tim sane trad«* 
fb»r« hc« be«a no ltl feelings b t»»«n th« JfipaB〇«« aisd Merletoi resiAent**

Now there mxm About I4O f6adli.es In the eomimity* About 75 ar»
In tha InduBtry# The ether 23 percent «r« «sipXey«d In «8tate«» Jftpa〇e*e
grefmrs take part in the flower show end receive r4017 prises during the aimuftl S«n 
l^itee County Fiesta* there is iseed of flenw 8f Jftpftxies* either m H  #r donate
thm * th^ecmtrlbttt* tomurA 幼籲 i*«d ox*os擧 t O^oet ikxii otb鲁:r 曹orthy oaue0«.

A9 ^dwood Gity is 瓤 residenti蠹1 town, there &r« only & jT9«r larび  iadustrle馨砉 
O〇nee^u«iitly4 Japai^oso are in business aostiy fear thensel^es* fhe division wan 
organ!奴》d In 193ラ &ad has ftlnoe maintained the primry purpoio df 尽ooA 騫ill
in Mesdoiu



EX870RY car JAFAliBSB 18 TUURE CCH7STT

和 : ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^

||1|1!^^||誠 ^ ^ ^ ^ 繼 1 _  細 •蹲 ,®11®
議 ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ 穩 編 ：19U ’

8BUH0 ..P^jiillfe^^^^^p

Heoorift reT«al that the first Jftp«nM6 «ettl«rt 〇•»• to this region la 1905 
waA oo&sl0t04 mAtniy •!* rulxrecid seetion cr«ir w^k^r^* ?h« first orgauaisAtlen has
known fts.th# 容̂ • 癱• [  Dcm譬i  X a i• 。 :

About 3〇〇 Japane«« oomprlted the population* A» tmr ms r̂ elftl prejudie# ims 
〇〇21〇«»〇6<1# Jftp«n«ee labor imas subj«et«4 t« agitation acid foro««

The t€»tal J^pansee population in thic ooMnusity «t present it« I«l8«l4 4891 

0ooupati«Q6 n«y be divided into thr«« ol4is«e«t th« fiarKere# buainessnidn aad
laborers • 爾_?雜 編 ！_

OrganiMitioiis ju»|>od f!r®B ou« td I4« They Mr^t Japftnee« Aesooliktlmi^
D«1a h o Distrlot JA〇X*t F«urafii*s, Asaoclatl^n* ^rcwert B3coha&^ef Kai# Biaha^no*
Kai# tUk§ TBA# Bukl^o Kal# Mothers cuoid Fath«r« Club9 Bukkyo Fujin K«if Town Club# 
£mrll»art Grow&ra tmd dt ĉvmn Altomi Aasoeifttlon#

lV«s«nt pr«juiioe e〇n*i«t« of un«qu»l treataaent in tueh pl&doc of a»uses«nt 
as th0 Delano Plimg* and D»lano fh#&tr#«

Japanese are credited in thi# region with i&troduelng truck gnrd«ningf du« to
th» fftot IhAt th» f琴ir«% 90tt如  gronvor ir%9 龜& I«8«d

Zn a 9〇ve to  b000№0 tr u ly  a part o f  the eom unity in whloh they r e iid e # bcrfeli 
Ia t« i and K isei hav» Joined lii Tarious goodwill as v e il  at «!▼!〇 eventsf *ueh as
pftrtieipfttlw in the Azmu<a HajTest F»stivf^ (n«at ftnd Street 〇»de)4 Hiaa Mat.uri 
tea for the public ehoool faculty by tht Dtl&no Mothert Club and oontributloxui to 
th» fulikrp ft&d Kern Hospital#

mmmA m m acf

lAb«»r oozttra«torfl and sr«p« Im b w rB  f ir s t  o n «  to  th is  d ls tr le t  la  1902 and 
v$md ew n tu a lly  for»»4 the Ftiku«ka Ksnjln Ktd In  1906 and th« Toutî  Mtn's Atsooln* 
ti<m in- 19^0*

?h« to ta l Jftpan«t» popalati<m w m  S3 in 1902 and k 〇  in  19〇U* Ko ra o la l preju* 
dlo# iims r«4i<Qa*<i〇d at th is  tis « *  The pQpulfttimft today ! • I4OO «ni i t  sM 'lily oenoaa.** 

th« oeoupatlont mt ▼ i2»Bymr^i«t« and pr«due« grower**

Th» orsftnltatle&« arei ^addhiet Omr«h# Fujin Ka 1# Tou〇£ BudAhifit 
Mathers Club, C«unty 4kCh Dl&uba distriot# A* Butoku Ka I {Fa&oing Qlub)t
%thodi«t Ohuroh and Eimrroth Z#a^ue#

The !>iiual)a r0tid_nt» h«m> b«aii fortuzmt« in thftt th»y hav« 纒uff»f«d no raoial
ditorimlnatlons up th« present tis«« To thto goes the eredit of the deT«XQ{m«»t 
of wtt^rwilem eultur«* Md«4 this aehieYemeat Is their idielehearted ^aoporatien 
as th# Amlttle« Dtiy oelebration and In «ueh worthy 〇h*ritl#t as th« B»4 Cress t Cqk 
Biinlty Cheat «&d the SalYktltm k n ^ *



Imbrnr 〇d«trft〇t 〇rs eom^ris^d th t f i r s t  J«|«xits« in  th is  r » s l•& «pprexlft»t«ly
Brouadl 19(巧.1 ffa«y orgimit^ the County J蠢pmimni At.ool^i和  in 1909 th«
Doshl Ka嘗th# ■ fotlvviag y w t* .

I t  mtm n«t tm til \^ZJ th&t %h» $,9kiami orsttnisatlea wa* r«tiXlMd# while 1930 
found tlw fexmtioxi «f the ^okiuihiii To*

Xn th ic  period 9 dls«rlKlnfttlo&  b f  pnoking houc«« hurrMted J*pftn«o« ««rker«#
Th# populatdan ranged fipo* 250 to 5〇0 吟  t h i. M b* .  Today 1 « 鑄1 wr® w*U ©ut- 
jausberwl twtw^t lOMmsitliis ^  latt(er# ^60*

Jusinets «M〇d eoQupatlona 0cmsist &f ĝ «f«p〇r» of eltraef •!!▼#« ax^ tru«k||
Qi*〇|Ni tulih eh<̂ » z^6t«M7ios%i^ トゴ

re9tmvanaiit$w ' and two p〇9t

I 0rg|mi2fttl〇B«' «ure 1 I4sidftftgr 0aJetx»n Zji Kal^ Lizidsty Vogatftbl* 〇r.Wir«
Ati<m| XAa^saiy Bl«trlot JAOI«« B«l»«n % i 9 $h«j« H*l9 BiiidKltt As«〇ol»tlon# H» 4*

摩 i. «UsA 物 # ]Njilt Kfti.

Xh» disorlsiimticm of tto» pmBt Is no l̂ ngmr •Tidfnt* J»pucui«« h a w  n»ipr®- 
〇Ate4 f«r tlw just tl»mi|^ p«rtloi patioa in 〇ra〇s* |

th»ir p«m #ulti^ti«a h M  ooiitrilmt^d tt tli» Agricultural #f th« l«〇»-S
ll^»| th«y ĥ rt» mm th« r««p«et 9f M ltm  'M

1 B«nd)i iwleera* £m m  vnA mxrmmrym k̂ trmklcttA to th* Oreil 41ttrlot la
19014 and 19〇U cmd «ostrlbut#4 to th« upk»tp of ozmi «tor« cuad a boarding houa«*

7h« first orgiknitatlvn « M  the i^pantts* land cnmers* A« far «ui th«
p̂ 3押lati«ii 爲 e rt«o对 ©4* 10Q 冒er» P*rwwient «ai 200 ■dgratwry•變 W y  in8t»»o« 

r«01111 prvJudio<i jtotaid

| | きぐlf“.l noir, «o1m«BKb«r :I^.i. tart瓤U y  25〇 t« thrlatlMrU 7〇‘g〇〇«upatlo»ff . ftr«
jRaialy in tsn3$k[ ou^ti^tiosi #uoh as tias^te«6 wi4 ptme* fhortt itrs fsanr 

oroha^s ' idsA1 * 〇flKai»«l«ii '"f#i^lt«r' ui 'teason* ̂ £ 1

疆 f)i«:t}ir«• 败 in  «i^ m i 味tie&0 n m  th« 1)轉 ||1’な1‘ th«’S«i&的1 Kid9 and tho’O r W  _  
0 1 «trlot 4iYi9im i o f t l» |fu !U r e  Goi»it^ 4m^aekeu9 9m m im ity  hft» w illin g ly

.mioli .«• <felie...Bsd CroSflr〆 钃• 《ni

相 知 lat!鄉 《ure el败 •• m  «rid#aiM4 lay th* flMit that «!• I
#xi;it««| Th»re; are »i': r^»trietl«iit« | Meaty Anerl««ni work fmr
i|The femer «r« »1«# n<»ll In «tt«nd«»o« At J»p*xuii# w»d4Sn^s and l\m«ralt(»

TX8AIIA； -.ill ■ tt»«i..)l«i.ii»rtii

Jftp«ii«i». ar«-b9l|«v»4： t# turn «<m « thi tisnllA Aistriet mi #arl3r «« 
189〇#uth«ugh Ishtt of 200 J&pftzi»s« it rmo&rAmd as 1900*

I fh«#« *0ttl#r« eevned tlMir llTing by oho^plttg wood in th» wiaWr* In 1905 th*y 
t ^ t h « r  to tlM asittably a»o&g th»

神 ami w  mis in  #ri4«ne«« Th« #f X«t«l, re«ldent« of 2^0
t#  55K> disrixif tiM» luarwtiiic ••« •〇» « . Xlui K ls#i population 1» % bm t Z5〇 »



4 .

y

Th« Main «ooupati»i Is ftumins9 thoui^ ft profitabl* lirins !• b«ln
throu^9th»rbu(B$>tuMtt««f 0 U eh ftS»ere^ m tflt.b d tel0 rb o& rd in sh < m < w ^ p r«fri6 torif

H*«reati«xii ted r*tult«d in the M ltm in g  orsanlni*
ti«nif AMoolfttiMi# Bokliyo TSAt§ JkCh$ Jftpaaes# Lftnguâ f

Sil# tuui

Tli# sa ls oif&trilMitioii thft ntui* 1Sils i*#gl«ii I t  tb» liitmiu#*
t ie a  9 t  eyB ur* in  tlid r̂ittiili«9 d is tr ic t*  fli# peat wr# shipped to  eilfetm » a r- 
k»tt Advertised * i tul«r« Coiaxty th« VIsaII a d istrlo t ( er Tular* C^ia&tyM
is t^« only plate vliAf1* f氤H  P〇X« 议 •  £1*㈣ na ia lure• 妒 如  the T^ei-
f ie  Coaft»f| Aln〇9t alX ^ i  <ur« <lftpo&«ce*

Th«. r9l«ti«n« of ' JapftiM|8| w|^h «fth»r r»«ld^2it« wm «kaloiLbl«f th# tnrm»r tMln^|| 
•u§j#i»t«dl no dltorlnimtloii* Th« <%pia»8« «r« known f w  th#tr «Sae«r« #ffort« 

oo^perat* in 9619br&tioss ftod for th«lr iriio3teheart«4 oontrlbuti^Ei t9«rari0 
timi df All kinds* l̂ ot the «lII th#i« 1¢ tlMilr with to pres^te better
unierftlmdltig vltli %h^lr filliwr



J A P M E S E  AGRICULTURE SITUATION IN SACRAMENTO AREA

434 Japanese farmers are farming 10,673 acres in these

districts: Woodland, Elkhorn, Broderick, West Sacramento, Oak

Park, Mills, Perkins, Riverside, and part of the Clarksburg 

Area •

Of this 5284 acres are in tomatoes, with 1855 sugar beets,

693 spinach, 614 seeds, and 564 asparagus and other leading crops. 

The remainder of the acreage Is devoted to all kinds of truck gar­

den vegetables,

HThe immediate evacuation of all Japanese farmers will 

cause a serious dislocation In the agricultural industry even in 

this limited area, and result in acute shortage of fresh farm 

products. This survey does not include the vast 100 per cent 

Japanese strawberry industry concentrated in the Florin and Elk 

Grove districts . 11



JAP•腦 SE FARMERS AND FARM WORKERS IN CENTRAL 
CALIFORNIA COUNTIES

:Parm managers:Farm laborers:Other Occup, 
Owners_:Tenants:Farm foremen :(wage earners):in a^ric. _ 
Number Number Number Humber Humber

County

Fresno
Contra Costa
Kern
Madera
Merced
Monterey
Placer
Sacramento
San Joaquin
Santa Clara
San Mateo
Santa Cruz
Solano
Sonomo
Tulare
Yolo
Yuba-Sutter今 
Colusa-3utte)

1/ Data compiled by the Bureau of Agricultural Economics from schedules 
taken by the Japanese-American Citizens League under the direction of 
Hobumitsu Takahashi.

2/ The completeness of enumeration is questionable. The counties of 
TTontra Costa. Sacramento, San Joaquin, and Solano are quite incomplete.
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HISTORY OP JAPANESE IN WASHINGTON TNSHP

1941

As early as 1888 the first Japanese arrived in this community 
and busied themselves'in farm labor. Their first attempts at organiza­
tion was the Kyoai Kwai, the parent of the Japanese Association.

Th.© population, conipos6d mostly of iss©I, was approximately 70. 
These early settlers suffered no discrimination*

Figures relating to the present population reveal that 659 issei 
and nisei now inhabit Washington Township. Male issei number 100 
and female issei, 85.

Breaking up the figures further, male nisei under voting age 
number 152 and female nisei in the same classification,130. Those 
over voting ago number 152 and female nisei in the same classifi­
cation, 130. Those over voting are: male 35; and female, ob.

OccuiDations o f the present resIdents a r e: farming, groc6r,
service station, tofu manufacturing, transfer, florist, shipper sales­
man school teacher, laundry, poultry, insurance agent, architect, 
chemist, laborer, and domestic housework.

A number of organizations have been formed as is characteristic 
of every Japanese community. They are: Washington Township JAGL,
J a p a n e se  A sso cia tio n  o f Alvarad o, Agun Ciiu。 F u jin  ミ0
Heimusha Kwai, Alvarado Qakuen, Centerville Gakuen, Irvington Gakuen,
Alvarado Kenyu K職 i ， Alvarado Gakuyu Kwai， Irv in g to n  りhaw
Irvington Shojo Kawl, Irvington Agun Tailku Kwai, Centerville Shojo 
Kwai, Centerville Holiness Church, Buddhist Circle, Centerville Nippon

The s la te  of race e q u a lity  Is  s t i l l  umnarred*

Japanese-American relationships have improved with the Japanese 
sponsorship of such events as an oratorical contest at the local nlgn 
school and through participation in sports held under the auspices of 
American mepchari'ts and in tlie Gitizonsliip Program.

Their donations to the American Red Gross and to the Boy Scouts 
and their relief contributions have been spontaneous and generous.

Besides holding an annual JAGL day which is a great attraction 
to the entire community, the Japanese young citizens arrange speakers 
and programs for American civic organizations.

The latter reciprocate with good will and amicable relations.



HISTORY OP JAPANESE IN SANTA CLARA C O .

Mitsuie Miyata 

1941

Prior to 1908, the first Japanese settlers succeeded in forming two 
organizations, the Kyogi Kai and the San Jose Doho K a i . On July 24,1908, 
the Japanese Association of San Jose was formally inaugurated.

Occupations of the first settlers consisted mainly of work as com­
mission bosses and ranch foremen. The Japanese added to their salaries 
through profits from board, and meals supplied laborers employed in orchards 
owned by the Americans.

The approximate number of Japanese in 1908 was 300 of which number,
170 were members of the Japanese Association.

The first example of discrimination took place in 1900 when white 
laborers attacked a Japanese camp owned b y  Mr. Hume at Los Gatos. The 
attack took place, It was held, due to envy of the expans Ion of Japanese 
labor.

At the present time, the issei male population consists of 535,
Issei female population of 3 9 1 , There are a total of 878 nisei males 
and 787 nisei females. The total is 2 ,591,

From the first few occupations, the list has grown to include the 
following: newspapers, drug store, physicians, midwife, grocery, dry 
goods, book store, art store, sake store, watch repair, candy store, 
fish market, fruit and vegetable market, farm supply, seed company, f e r ­
tilizer company, shippers and transfers^ insurance agency, laundry, tailor, 
dressmaker, photo service, printing, radio shop, food products, nursery, 
florist, hotel, restaurant, auto supply, bath, "barber, beauty parlor, pool 
room, carpenter, tallow company and farming.

Total acreage owned by the farmers is 1,050; acres rented, 6,700. 
Acreage of food products produced is as follows: vegetables, 3,806; 
tomatoes, 550; fruits, 700; peas, 1,700; celery, 600; berries, 500.

One of the chief young people's organizations to join in the wel­
fare of the Japanese community was the United Citizens League of Santa 
Clara County. The latter has cooperated with the Japanese Association 
in fostering good will with residents of other races .

Through its participation In civic duties such as purchase of Ameri­
can bonds during the World War, contributions to the Community Chest and 
cooperation in city festivals, the Japanese residents have gained the 
respect of their fellow townsmen and have laid the foundation for a 
sound relationship.



HISTORY OF JAPANESE IN SONOMA COUNTY

by
Saburo Sugawara,
Minoru Matsuda

The first Japanese to arrive in Sonoma County was Kanae Nagasa_wa_ in 
1874. He settled two miles north of Santa Rosa and helped to open first 
friendships between Japanese and American residents.

The first settlers were either students or laborers * These people 
finally banded together to form the Japanese Association of Sonoma County,

As there was a steady flow of settlers, no definite number was re ­
corded as to the Japanese residents . Nagasawa was chiefly responsible 
for the migration of early pioneers to this region.

No record exists of racial prejudice in Sonoma County* However, 
according to some old-timers, there was some discrimination. The extent 
was to call the issei MJapsM , but no physical violence was reported.

The total population of the Japanese in Sonoma County at present 
is 800, of which 500 are issei and 300 nisei.

The chief occupation is farming. There are several merchants and 
one dentist•

Organizations have grown as Interests have varied and as the popula­
tion has multiplied. There are now seven issei organizations: Japanese 
Association, Hiroshima Kenjin Kai, Kumamoto Kenjin Kai, Togo Kai, Sono­
ma Buddhist Association, Bukkyo Pujin Kai, Nichiren Buddhist Church. 
Besides, the issei have opened language schools in Sebastipol and Petaluma

Nisei groups are headed by the Japanese American Citizens League, 
followed by the Young Buddhist Association, Sakura Athletic Club, Sebasti- 
pol B 〇y Scout Troop 39 and the Petaluma Boy Scout Troop 20.

Residents have evidenced no discrimination in this region.

The Japanese are credited with having developed further the apple 
drying industry in the Sebastipol district and the poultry business jLn 
the Petaluma area.

The relationship between the Americans and Japanese have been ex ­
tremely friendly. The latter have contributed freely to all types of 
worthy civic projects. The American residents, in turn, have donated to 
the various projects the Japanese have undertaken.

In order to create better understanding, the Japanese have presented 
cherry trees to the Analy and Santa Rosa high schools, the Sebastipol 
Grammar School and the Sonoma County hospital located in Santa Rosa•

The JACL and the YBA have taken act ive lead in participation in the



coumty-wlde A rm istice Day parade and celebration• Japanese have c o ­
operated w holeheartedly In donations fo r  c h a r i t i e s .

The Japanese Boy Scout troops have received  fa vo ra b le comments from
civic leaders through outstanding work. The community Is doing much to 
better relations at. a time when such cooperation is greatly needed.



JAPANESE HISTORY OP SAN BENITO COUNTY

by

Toru Ikeda 

1941

of-11!?8 civic projects has contributed to the
good standing of the Japanese community in San Benito County. A

®54co°Pe^ation exists between .American and Japanese 
f u t u r e ^ 8 ' building a foundati〇n toward a sound relationship of the

The Japanese first arrived in San Benito County in 1905 work-
ム  ^ 1 and ?〇n̂ act 5 b〇rers. These 抑 1̂  set tie〆 Darned 

fo their first organization, the Japanese Association. Earlier

able o w ^ g r o u p ^  Association, but in 1913 were

lettuce and b e e t s . ’ & f

Organizations now functioning In the community are: San Benito 
County Japanese Association, San Benito County Pujo,Kai, San Benito 
ounty JACL, San_Juan Ijikai, San Juan Young Buddhist Association 

Boy Scout Troop 27 of San Juan, Howa Kai and Hollister Bombers.

Today, as in the past, there is no racial discrimination. The 
Japanese and Americans are Inter-dependent and are always aiding

friendship! T h u s - there exists a 〇t  harmony, equality tnd

Through the joint efforts of the Japanese and American residents 
a community hall was realized, ’

^  ^ l° T the Ja?fnese goes the credit of developing the garlic industry 
in San Juan valley. The first or perhaps one of the first lettuce 
packing sheds was opened in Hollister by a Japanese. Some say that it

o?Sthis fact! 06 Shed in Califoraia there is no accurate record

Many factors contribute to the high esteem of the Japanese in this 
community. Among them are such Japanese contributions as those toward 
the upkeep of Hazel Hawkins Hospital each year and toward the Monterey 
Bay Area Council of the Boy Scouts of America, also yearly. J

At present, the Japanese JACL, San Juan YBA and the entire



Japanese community are contributing toward the w Iron Lung Society” 
sponsored by the Knights of Columbus for the purpose of buying an 
Iron lung for San Benito County.

•丨

Japanese participated in the San Juan Mission parade until its 
discontinuance in 1940. The Boy Scout Trop 27 aided by helping to 
direct traffic or parking cars.

Troop 27 also takes part In the annual **Peak Dayn flag ceremony 
and helps c丄ean graves on Memorial Day.

Thus, step by step, the San Benito County Japanese are building 
a solid niche for themselves, based on firm friendships and sincerity* 
Theirs has been a long climb but the results have been well worth the 
struggle•



HISTORY OP JAPANESE IN MONTEREY^ 

by
Hideko Takigawa 

1941

Records reveal that there were a few Japanese settlers es~ 
tabllshed in this community about 1897. There may have been a few 
before then, but no known record remains.

A few of the settlers grew vegetables while others engaged In 
net fishing.

The first Japanese organization formed was known as the Kyo- 
gi-kai which was started in September, 1904. Later the organiza­
tion was renamed the Japanese Association*

The total population consisted of about 50 persons, mostly men.

At this early date, no racial prejudice seems to have prevailed.

The "bo七a_l Japanese population at present is 541, of which number 
60 percent are nisei. There are about 151 families.

Occupations are varied, ranging from fishing to housework.

They are: fishing, agriculture, general merchandise, public 
service, gardeners, cannery workers, woodehoppers, wholesale and 
retail fish markets, beauty shops, auto mechanics, cleaners and 
laundries.

Barber shops, shoe repair shop, tofu-ya shop, fish peddlers, 
Oriental art shops, restaurants, pool hall and baths, hotel, chau­
ffeurs, Insurance agents, tropical aquarium, garage, and general 
housework.

About 18 organizations are now in existence. Heading the list 
is the oldest body, the Japanese Association. The others are: 
Pujin-kai, JACL (Camera Club, Students Club), Helmusha-kai, Jugo-kai, 
Sunday School, YEA, Japanese language school, Bukkyo Shinto-kai,
Minato Athletic Club, Engel Doko-kai, Japanese Abalone Association, 
Judo Club, Japanese Presbyterian Church, Christian Endeavor, Christian 
Language School, Young Peoples Church, and Boy Scouts.

As was the case when the first settlers moved into this region, 
no racial prejudices cropped up to mar the pleasant relations between 
the Japanese and American residents.

The former gained the respect and friendship of the community 
through participation In such worthy charities as the Community 
Chest, Red Cross, and infantile paralysis campaigns,

Their donations of cherry trees to the Monterey Union High



School and to the Community Park were accepted in the friendly- 
spirit with which they were given.

Japanese take active part in other functions, such as the 
Fourth of July parade, recitals, flower shows, and county fairs. 
Theirs is a position well earned and built on a sound foundation
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SAN BENITO GOUMIT

Hollister
San Juan Bautista

COKTRA. COSTA COUNTY

Marti 
San Ramon 
D&mrilla 
Concord 
Danrill©
RiohmoDd
BX Cerrito
Berkeley
Alameda
Oakland
Brentwood
Byron
Kni^itsen

AUUffiDA COUNTY

PX«as&ntoa 
Warm Springs 
Mission S&n J〇86l 
H£l«s
Iriringstor^ 
Cenirvillft 
Newark 
Mt Eden.
Alvarado
San

Hayward*
S&n Luanda



Garden shrubs 
Carnations, snapdragons 
Sweetpeas, gladiolas# etc*
Carnat i ons $ Chrys anthemums
Roses, carnations, snapdragons9 o«lery
Outside flowers
Carnations
Potted plants, bouvardias, bulbs 
Bulbs
Bedding plants
Carnations
Gardenias
Carnations, sweet peas, outside flovTsvs
Bedding plants
Snapdragons, sweetpeas
Carnations, snapdragons, asters
Sweetpeas, snapdragons, delphiniums
no record
B'edding plants
Carnations
Carnations, roses
Carnations
Roses
Roses# asters 
No record
Hoses, snapdragons 
Roses
Ros©s, Svreetpeas 
Bulbs
Carnations
Carnations
Sweetpeas, asters, chrysanthemums 
Carnations, snapdragons 
Carnations, chrys anthemums 
Grardenieis
Sweetpeas, snapdragons, outside flavrers 
Carnations, snapdragons, b&lbs 
Carnations9 snapdragons# mums 
Roses, carnations

i j r  Dosaoto, Toiohi *
2. Pujii, Kenji *
3« Hatakeda, ^higeo T®
!(.• H&takeda, George 
5« Hironaka, Aiko *
6* Kikuohi, Toyohiko 
7* Kinoshita, Suno 
8* Korematsu, Harry T.
9* Korematsu, Hiroshi 
10 • ûiramoto & Kinbara 
11.Kuramoto, S# & Y*
12* Masiiihara, John 
13* ^inami, George * 
llj.« Minamoto, Y.
15* Moohida, E.
16# Mori, T〇shio
17* Nakashima, J* (Kotake)
13* Nakashima^ M«
19* Naruo, Robert 
20* Nieda, SUsumu 
21• Nomura, T* *
22. # Okada, Toshihara * 

Oshima9 Fred
^ll ̂ Shib&ta, Yoshiani * 
25# ^Shinoda, Dan 
26# ̂ Shinoda, Minoru 
27* ^Shimizu, T.
28* Suyeyasu, Sakai 
29• Suyeyasu, Toshiko * 
3〇 * Tanabe# Katsuo * 
31* Tan.isawa, Ben 
3 2• Uenaka, Shigeru *
33• Wada, Henry 
3b * Yanagi,
35* Yanaba, Ichiji 
360 Yonekura, Alice * 
37. Yoshida 
38* Yoshioka, Giichi * 
39* Tsuohiya, Takako *

##50,000 over 
** Rent

Approximate r&iue of the above nurseries — $1,350,000 
Approximate inoom© of the abor© nurseries — 1125,000 (yearly 
Average length of greenhouses (l5〇 Pt#) (5,250 sq» ft*) 

Mortgages that eiro known

NURSERIES OF EDEN TCSWNSHIP

No,
Acres

No.
Greenhouse Products
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