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Hello?

Hello, is this M
BK: des.
RW: This is Professor Rosalie Wax and I'm callinéAgecause Hyeda
told me that you had been at Tule Lake and that you might not object
to g;;;é;:éekhénﬁfto me about it. I'm a retired professor and I got
a Exe¥*e crant to beddess¥® get life histories of people who had been
there.
BKs Oh, I see.

AR

RW: You see. I was there myself as a researcher for, University
of Californid§t§gz;kaaw. And I wént .around and talked to people
a loty 39~4"F63;;¥ﬂKNQWMaw&ﬂtﬁ;lt was a rough thing. I know a lot
myself, but I'd like to see how peple are doing now.

I see.
RW. Would you mind?
BKt Ohsesslet me see..I was..let me see.eesl was drafted in 1941.

RW: Yeah, let me start even before 1941. Before the evacuation,

what were you doing? Y, A
f /

BK: I was. let me see.. 1941..I was workinﬁ%{g%w%hat time.. yeah.
I was a barber then.
RWs Oh, you were a barber then. And let me see, I should ask when
you were born, so I know how old you were when you went through this.
I born 1918, March 19.
Where were you born?

BK:s I born in Hawali.

RWs In Haﬁ}i. Well, I'm glad to talk to a Hawaiian. I had a couple

of nice friends who had come from Hawaii in Tule Lake.
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BK: I just born there and then when I was about 3 years old,

my father took me to Japan.

RWs Your father took you to Japan, and then when did you come

back to the United States?

BK: Then I finished high school there.

RW: About high school age, yes. |

RW: And, well that gives me a good background. And then from

high school you went into doing barbering?

BK: No, no, no. At that time I was still small then in Japan.

Then I finished high schooi there and come over here in 1935.

RWs 1935, yes.

BK: And then I went in, let me see, Continuation school..

RW: K What school?

BK: Continuation.

RW: Continuation school.

BK: Yes. Then about a year or so and then I went in#p Jr. High.

Everett Jr. High and after that went into Commer;e High school.
2

w
And then after that, you know,Adldn t have any job here 80 i was,

(L2 (O G ¢ l‘

you know, went to Sacramento and you know farmer work‘A And then

~

come back I went to barber school. And then I finished barber
school here. And then I was barber. My father was ﬁ barber.
Then also my father was first %Erld\ﬁar veteran too, I forgot to
tell you.

RWs And then you said, did I understand you to say, that you
had been drafted before?

BK: Yeah, in 1941.
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RW: You were in the army then.

ot

’ '
O

U, " N !
BK: They draft me, so I s=#@ I'm going to volunteer.

RWs Good for you.

BK: So I volunteered, and at that time the Japamese community ~They
! p ’ !

| o &
\ L a9 ""“

give us a medal for that, you know.;jBut”after that people..they
draft so many that they don't bother anymore.
RW1i (laughs) No one has ever told me that before..a number of

Japanese people have told me how..whela—jourg...before Pearl

g3 ;
Harbor when id#ee, young Japanese went to go into the army, why

e

everybody in town or, you know, would come and see égiﬁ-off.
BK: Yes, that's true; it's really nice, you know.i\ﬁluaﬁM? ¢
Rig—=—And,—gosh;waeat. .
BB+ "And then I went before the war to Monter}y. At that time..
first of all, we went into Presidio, Monteréy for about a couple
of months. And then we went into Fort Onad .
RW: Could you tell me how you felt when after this kind of
experience..how you felt when you heard that the government was
going to order all the people to leave their homes and go to
assembly centers?

Aot wan Kadden
BK: Oh, Z—was—1i$tdte then. Then after I went into the army,
I had the education in Japan so they discharged me - honorable
discharge.,%nd right after the....so actually I was in the army
for 1 year. See I went in February, then December and then the
next year..following year I was discharged. So then, my wife
was in Sacramento; she was a nurse. So we stayed there for a

while. You know at that time, there was a zone there.

RWs I beg your pardon?




Sl
#86

BK: There was a zone, you had to leave earlier, you know, if
you stay in San Francisco. And then from San Francisco to
Sacramento was maybe 100 miles there, sO that was zone 2 I think
it was; something like that. Anyway then they put us in Tule
Lake Camp.

RW: Oh, were you sent directly to Tule Lake and not to any
assembly center?

BKss No, no, direct, because Sacramento was second zone, so I
don't have to go into assembly center.

BK: Could I ask you again how you felt when you..here after you
had been in the army and volunteered and how you felt when they
told you that you were going to be put into a camp?

BK: Yeah, that was really an awful thing, you know. But, well,
what I think is what they tell you, you have to do anyway, and
let me see, and, also..l was grown up in Japan so I said well
either way is fine too, you know. Well...it's really sad but

 n

(laughs) it's a pretty hardxexpression, you’ know.
A 4

RW: I may not say it right, but "shitkadtabga+nai’.

-~ pis 4

BK1 Yes, =W ladenin,

RWs Would that be‘how you felt? Because I don't want to put
words into your mouth, I want you to say just what you feel.
BK: Yes, that's the exact woriding.in Japanese, yes.

RW: Well, so you went directly to Tule Lake. s

BK: And then I was cook in the army. I went to school there
and bakery school, and so I was the chief cook over there for
block.

RW: Oh, chief blook cook in Tule Lake. That's interesting.
BKs Yes, block 6.

RWs: Block 6, yeah.

}

o4 ‘.,{. o~ /) ‘t’v' LA )
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BK: After that I was working in the post office..
In what office?
Post office. And then I was a fire inspector there.
And you know people who come in from different camp, you know,
they were singing "Kimifgayo" and everything you know and. .
RW: I didn't hear that - theycwere,.did yeu-=ay the people from
the other camp were doing what?
BK: No, I mean singing “Klml-gayo you Knowe .

,,([\ Eg—"

RWs Oh yeah. \Japanese national anthem.
=K' QA o (| At )Lp,_

2N '

B Aﬁet me see, well people bring all kind of stuff into camp,
but I pretend,l E}dn t know anything. I just did everybodysss
«==Li8$$ 'Aﬂg’then we had also MP was there too.

RWs Could I ask you for the first couple of month%..wekt—tﬁére

YA
w bou y——thBs \was about a year

or more before these other people came in. Was there any®ng

memory-er thing that happened that comes to you mind? Dbefore that%

BK: You mean inside the camp?

RW: Yeah, In Tule Lake, first off.

BK: Post office?

RWs Yeah.

BK: Well, a lot of people, you know, exchange packages and
sometime broken something, so they have to replace it. The only
thing you have to do is just get it stamped and then they can get
outside. Then my wife got sick there and first they thought she
was going to have a baby or something, then, you know, she had
TB germ in the large intestine and theniiijLCiﬁﬁ% outside they
could use those rays, but they don't ha?gfﬁh%se facilities.

And then that was aften.fﬁut before I was volunteer, I went out
to Montana for beet job. Then I had about 10 boys, and then

my wife and I and cook, we take care of those people. And
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meantime when we live in Tule Lake..
RWs ;;nasnizfmaaniag.fﬁid this happen while you were still in
Tule Lake?
BK: Yes mammes Yhe WA
RW: And then you went to Montana there..
BK: ..as a volunteer.
RW: A volunteer - and that was before Sreresezregatieont—pardon
ne——that-was—before—they-yeah..Lthey-eati~itthat-whel they sent
the segregants therez ,
BKs Yeah, that's right, but we went out agézgg‘did the job there.

At that time the sheriff, who owned théfland there, farm, you

know. They use to use those shotguns; they chase those birds
(11&&#&14?.
up there, you know the pheasants\ Rnd he used to tell me if you
\

see someone and just throw\inﬂ% the glass and see that nothing

F.a 3 happen%ﬁé%““ruu4w-L~(gAh U@\.

RWs I didn't get that sentence, I'm sorry.
R g
BK: We went out to huntVthe birds, you know. NJ body run the

place, you know, the farm,and he said if you see someone, then
-+ IR >

U4« LN o
just, in the glass,kyou know. It was & really nice sheriff here
[ =

A
you know. And they took us to movie, but people looking at you
Ch ;
like they knowAwe are Japanese, so they give us dirty looks.

But we used to go to the movies. Those days there was a curfew
too, you can't go too far.

RW: And then after you did that, you went back to Tule Lake?
BK: Yes.

1 3

RW: Because you were a volunteer farm worker.

1. Before the segregation, ¥u evacuees were permitted teo volunteer for
farm work -- at least at some of the Relocaticn Centers. As I understeod
Mr. Kodama, he engaged in this phégént hunting while working as a veolunteer.

It is significant that he remembers this occasicn with much pleasure.




FOOTNOTE { T

2. Chusei has nec counterpart in preseat day Imglish, It invelved
X gilunquesticning and abselite
an/ebligaticn or duty te the Emperer, the law, and koorkx
the natiom which can never be fully repaig and for which there

is xxxx no time limit,
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BK: And then her mother was there and she<;1)(§8})
And she got bad and she went inﬁi the hospital and then when
they operate, you know , In Tule Lake and she died there in camp.
RW: Oh, that's too bad. 'I'm sorry.
BK ,She was only about 23. And.then we came out from camp.
We stayed, I think we were the last group to go out..
éw: Well, I was going to ask before that, were you there when
the people were brought to Tule Lake from the other centeré;
Those people who said "no-no" v i | o S0

la! ibge abgr i nako ¢
BK: 'Oh yeah, @ﬁﬁeA was ‘Wréﬁb, weeib group, they call&)(;
RWs Well, ngégwéven before..when they gave you the military
this questionnaire - this "yes-yes, no-no" - how did you feel
about that?
BK: Well, I was choosing biee Uinited States. I didn't repatriate

to Japan, so I wrote Yes to everything. I mean

chusei (?) for livimg met in Japan but in United States.

RW: I don't think'ggﬁbe I've said it clear enough, <-yeveeny.,

Tt was in early in 1943 that they—had—bhis=—tiret everybody had
tawsay--answer questions! "will you swaar loyalty to the United
States" and did-ipowrwdid..you must have gone through that too,

e® I was going to ask how you felt about it?

BK: Oh, well, naturally, raised in Japan SO«ssactually my mind w&wé?t
I thought Japan going to win, that's what I felt, gut I'm in

the United States,_and you caggf do anything. So I thought I

. /_.__\_,_e‘it tSen o A
might as well ~f%; in the United States.

R¥r—You-saidy—rthey-night _as well shot-your—tm thHa Umited
States, -did-you-say? . / ‘Va/"
BErNeoy-nov ’ ¢

RW: Might as well what?

S 2 " |
(, ‘\L\r #AD |
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rs Ny > A
BK: Might as well...you know..chus&@ .you know what chusaz means?

RWs No.

BKs Well, g§g§%}heans..l‘d rather...let me see..how you call

those things?.when you..loyal, I think - loyalty.

RW: TLoyalty, yes. Chusgiloyalty

RWs And so, did you say, "yes, yes"?

BK:  Yes, T  did.

RWs You did. I see, yes~ I know there were many people when I
got into Tule Lake who had said "yes,yes".

BKs And after that you could cross the street and you could

orm
play shogiv\chess and all that. But after that, so many, you
g w- Asho L ok

know - loyal to Japan, you know, people - wesho, wggﬁp{'and
they go around the block and then pray for Japan, yoi know.
But I was not in those kinds of groups either.

RWs I was there when that happened. I was wondering if you..

how should I say.n;he~way—yeu~;eaked~axmthingswthen~-did you
ever have any..did any of the/é%§£;&%eople ever bother you?

BKs No, they don't bother'ﬁz, they invite us but I said, "Ho."
Those things ngléﬁéﬁ you know. You just stay in the camp,

I want toeses

RWs And then block 6 didn't have so many washo people, it was
e&%®en in the Manzanar section.

BK:+ That's right, you're right.

RWs ..that there were so many.

BK: You know those times you were lonely in the night and you
can't even cross the street-it's the curfew, you know. And then
one time they chase me one time. (laughs)

RW: (laughs) (3w

BK: I went in “my house and that's it, you know.




FOOTNOTE p. 9

e Dan jiki can be Xxawxxxkrakx translated xk as"hunger strike!

Literally, however, it refers to the pericds of austerity #
practiced by samhmimnmehigamusmendemsiél/henxncoizneexetx Sy
innwhiahnthenn the members eof certain religious orders who

abstain from gmmdx feed, sleep and sex in the hepe of i

) 7
O

receiving a transcendemtal revelaticu. When Mr, Kesssemy

and I discussed the humger strikes in the xmmkamimy steckade,




he told me: "Our xm motive was mot so much cur release, but rather

te prove our inwecente. . . If accused, we want proof ef our guilsl

(Field Notes, September 18, 19LL)
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RWs Yeah.

BK: But that was the only time I got chased. Then I went out
€2) Ay o
hunting for arrow heads and stuff like, biset andésometime the MP

would pick me up and take me up there on the 0D for that day,

"

and I told him I was in the United States érmy - he said "okay,

I let wou go." They were pretty good about that.

RW: Gee, they really let you outside the fenge to hunt.

BK: Yes.

RWs Good.

BK: I had the dog tag with me all the time;(3;®“ﬁ**}\

RW: I was going to ask if there was any person in the center whom
you really respected and who you felt you could go to for advise?

BK: Well, if I go into OD for the day, we sometime have captain

AC
J

there. They are ptgxiéghice about that.

RW: Some of them were very nice. You're the first person I've talked
to who was able to do this, so I'm very glad I talked to you.

In this interviewing I've talked to everybody from people who were

in the HWokoku to people who were really in blocks where they were

very afraid of the Hokoku, you know. They really got kind of

pressured. But you weren't particularly pressured you feell

(.\13' . L

BK: No, I'm sorry I can't explain too good.

RWs I understand. I was there you know.

=TSN Y W
BK:s Oh I see, oh yeah. do thaA “”ﬁﬁk"

RW: There was some very terrible things that happened..
uf?/if‘y DM T {Ca 1

BK:"gnd there was some people, rOEn= Ji-Kk#" you know, I don't

know they went to a little place e outside of the fence, a vy

f7
—z=529%) property, Then I think they loyal to Japan so they

v SIS
kept  thasr little place up there - keep them barb wire, you know.




Ne wemen were impriscned in the steockade. t may be that Mr, Keodama

recalls that Mrs.Tsuchikawa, an ardent and outspcken resegregationist,

was takem out of camp and questioned by the Internal Security. (See
Fieldnotes for March 21, 194k,




Oh yeah, the stocKkeeos

A friend of mine was in it.

. .stockade.

Stockade, you're right.

And even a friend of yours was put in?
BK: Yeah.
RWs How did that happen?

BK: Well, she too much of a loyal to Japan in the camp; telling

Ui 6l /)
people that that yeaﬂééén4$’ﬁo that, you know. Then MPs took

|

her in and they kept her for a while.”
RW: Yeah, that was pretty rough. A
:ﬁav»jfkf e i
BK: You know the quQ*j%mgi"? ";anagé-Ki" means they don't eat
anything.
RW: Oh, the hunger strike.
BK: I remember,
RW: I was going to ask one thing always stays in my mind -
when that poor young man on the farm s$ruck was shot by a sentry -

do you remember that? Can you tell me how you felt then?

BK: Well, I guess he didn't l1isten, I guess, huh? You know MPs

shoot, you know. I think he was a judg man too or something.

RW: Ah-so.
BK: Then they was scared, you know. Then I think the MPs told
him to halt, but he didn't stop or anything, you know.

P

RWs And then..afterﬁtha%~;ha£g;sas—a~aeap&e»of about ﬁ weeks or
; & N,
so that was this chairman of the ¢€o-op, Mr. H&beml..he was murdered
and I wondered how you felt about that?
BK: You know a friend of mine who was the fire chief there and

Japanese group there you know, hig name is __ (&) and

anyway he was mentioned about that, you know, but he did not
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AL.
actually - b= Dﬂobably knew, but he never mentioned about kbl vl

But I thought, gee, that's a terrible thing to do, you know.

rnhey get killed among them Japanese, you know. But they call
oL ”W : . \ AR .
"esar, ewm" you know. And one time this friend of mine he saild

"how about going there", I say "No, nothing doing," I say, you

know.

RWs Going where was that?

N

A
BK: I mean those kind of people, you know'~\chusen in the
U an

A

United stgtugpthllutﬁ% people don t 1_kgi$hu% idea and then
they g&jLEV;EOWence, you xnow- hitting or something like that.
I got a call one time.
RW: You got what?
BK3 got a call from the people, you know, "you better come
around. " ‘
RW: Oh yes, I see, that was from the @§§g; Dan people?

Yeah, right.

Yeah, tell me about that.

They had a meeting quite often, those people, and a friend

of mine..mostly K{gbei, you know. They educated in Japan and

they want to try and make something, you know.And they all get

(whs are 21
together in meeting and thoseAloval to the United States, they
g e T O~
call me "¢nu" you know; and then thej\geuand make, violence or

A
something. It was an awful thing. Actually it didn't exist
much.
RW: Gee, how did you feél when they called you "gnu?"

BK: Oh, that was really something, you know. I don't mind those

kind of things/jemsyw®H ¢
\




I beg your pardon?

I'm not {gw (%8 to those kinds of things, you know.
J

I guess you must have had friends in yow block so yeu=mtdf't,
howeshsudd. . you weren't scared that they would beat you up or
anything..

BK: Yeah, that's true, yes. But the good thing I was teaching
weight-1lifting.
RW: Teaching what?

Weight-1lifting.

Weight-1lifting, ah.

Then I know all the“*;;szgg people..

(laughs) yes, they hesitate to beat you up.

That's why .. it's nice about it.

RW: And let's see, I weeSeoiif-to—itl-ddibbtemore-about-the”

I think I'l1l ask these questions and always feel that you don't
have to answer a question if you don't like it and..it's up to
you.

BK:s I don't mind.

RWs Was there anything that happened in the center that made you
feel especially sad? That\@ade you;reaii& feel bad?

BK: Well, everything that h;ppened in those few years. I think..
when I discharged from army I really..I tell you, it's something
that I never forget. Rest of them stayed and then they took off.
Then I was willing to fight for this country and if they were going

-

to send me to Italy or something, but when I was in the army, they
- (aadc ’YI‘JZ.?)

bring the Japanese paper, then,if I can read the headlines. Then

(N

I think that was an examinatimor something. Then we had to

translate just common words and they were going to send me to F
MAV

Okinawa, ﬂut I told them, I sure hate the people there, so would ¢
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\ A
send' me to another country, you know, like Italy. I'm willing

b fight for this country, I told them. In meantime and that was
a short one year I spend in the army - in the meantime I went
to cook school and I went 3 months to bakery school.
RW: Well, I can certainly appreciate why being in the army and
then being discharged, wow. I was going to ask in Tule Lake - was
there anything that made you kind of angry?

AKX A
BK3 Angry?—-well,Acurfew and stuff like that.
Rl dugfnblaaan g
BK1 @urﬁewﬁ‘you can't cross the block and I don't see why they
do that, faybe the army feel probably if you cross the street and
talk to someone, they doh't like that. But I think why the
"washo, yggﬁp" group started, that's.the reason, they don't want

-

to make it worse.... So I understand those things, you know.

i & it
RW: You think the washo, washo group started because of the curiew.

BK: Yeah, I think so. They scared you know. Even inside camp.
RW: Well, I always thought..felt..that the very start of it was
from people whose relatives had been put in the stockade, kind of
innocently.
BK: Yes, that's true too.
RW: Those relatives got together and that's how the thing kind of
started and then it grew.
ML o

BKt Those are trge and those two made iﬁ\up..the curfew.
RW: Could you tell me when you were having some of these tough
experiences, what was the most helpful things you could do to help
you through it? Yow-lewewy—edmec How did you kind of cope with it?
BK: Well, since my father was veteran; he went to the first world

Aa s

war over if France jand actually I was in the United States. I

]
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thought anything..I like,chusen in the United States. And that's
the reason iJQGlunteered myself in the army because those days

I‘eally. TEE

end of 1lst tape 49¢

BK: I understand that they are going to have reunion in
Sacramento for Tule Lake people. So I sure looking forward..
RW: Yes, that will be nice. I'm glad to hear..because on the
west coast, I hear, the Tule people who were in Tule Lake do get
together, but often folks I've talked to in other parts of the
country, they often have a very'ionely life.,

BK: Yeah, you're right. : wzﬁ,f‘,,,

RW: And they don't know anybodys Do you know anybody else who
was in Tule Lake or if you know their phone number?

BK: I think, Joseph Takeshita, he's a professor..

RWs Oh, I've already talked to him. I had a nice talk with him.
BK: You did? He's a good friend of mine, and Tak Yamamoto and
Tak and I working together,

RW: That's nice and they're still your friends.

BK: Yeah, I know Joseph's father and when I was coming to San
Francisco from Japan and ever since we've been friends.

RWs That's a very wonderful thing. Now I'll ask you one more

question on this and then a little W#t more on what you did after

you left Tule Lake. &

<\/Looking back, what was the most helpful thingy,

|

J
Yyou learned about your fellew human beinzs?
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QK:V\ﬁv‘ell you know Afn TEcan talk in Japanese, it's better, but

P ‘._"'..’ b o

let me see, well, the humanity really comes down to. 1%, it's

really you don't have those kind of experiences before and sSO..

I don't know how to put it, you know.

RW: Maybe I could ask it this way - Was there anything that

happened bhede=.to you at Tule Lake that helped you to become

a wiser or better person, would you say?

BK Oh, I felt many times in the camp - you learn and you see
thing an&jgﬂat happend there..

RW: What thing, I didn't get that?

,_'\7 WA )_‘v,,,, A

BK: I mean all the thing that happened in camp and&some people
repatriated and they going to Japan and separate with those in the
family. I think actually the people they don't know what they are
doing actually, they don't have time to come down to think. (L

You learn a lot of thing anyway that never happened before.‘/fw:x4u&“

PP W WY )
RWs I know rifﬂ%%ﬁ!tellmaﬁ &indwof how you—e;%n.lelt Tule Lake

and what you did then - anything you want to tell me.

BKs After mule Lake?

RW: Yes.

BK: We%t,‘ﬁé went back to San Francisco and we didn't have any
home or anything, so we were staying at the Buddhist church.

A1l the people from other camp. We stayed there and looking for
a place. Then my father gct s small, you don't call it an
apartment, but just a flat and then he was renting each room.
And we went in and about 2 weeks later the peopiai%aok out my
father's place. So we went in there and let me see after..

oh yeah,}i was cook so we went out..you know the family, 1 was

the cook and my wife was the maid.




RW: Did you marry again in Tule Lake?

s
A/ A & *

Laurt
BK: Yes, we did, I forgot to tell you. She __ (g8) too at the

time. She went back to college again. Then I've been doing that
ever since, barbering. And we didn't have any children, so we
adopted children. We doing pretty good right now. My son is
grown/up and just graduated college.
RW: Your son, this is your son by the first wife?

No, we adopted him.

OnNe.

RW: You adopted a son and he's in college, well that's very
nice.

BK: I did we®t the people..what they do, I mean, you know,

a lot of people didn't have any kids; I thought It would be a
good experience for me.

RWs I agree. Well, I've about asked all the questions, and I
do thank you because you've told me things..I've studied this for
so long and I was there, but you told me things I didn't know
before.

BK: I'm sorry that I can't express too good..

RW: Well, I know a little Japanese so I can kind of catch on,
you know and that's helpful. I do thank you and I will continue
this work and I should say, I wish you much happiness now.

BK:s Nice to talk to you.

RW Thank you good-bye.

of interview # 98
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Continuation school.

Yes. Then about a year or so and then I went in Junior High. Everett Jr. High and
after that went into Commerce High school. And then after that, you know, we didn't
have any job here so I was, you know, went to Sacramento and you know farmer work. Here
and there, you know. And then come back I went to barber school. And then I finished
barber school here. And then I was barber. My father was barber. Then also my father
was first World War veteran too, I forgot to tell you.

And then you said, did I understand you to say, that you had been drafted before?
Yeah, in 1941.

You were in the army then.
They draft me, so I say 'Why, I'm going to volunteer.’'

Good for you.

So I volunteered, and at that time the Japanese community - they give us a medal for
that, you know. (laughs) But after that people. .they draft so many that they don't
bother anymore. '

(laughs) No one has ever told me that before. .a number of Japanese people have told me
how. . . before Pearl Harbor when a young Japanese went to go into the army, why
everybody in town or, you know, would come and see him Off.

Yes, that's true; it's really nice, you know. (laughs) And then I went before the war
to Monterey. At that time. .first of all, we went into Presidio, Monterey for about a
couple of months. And then we went into Fort Ord.

Could you tell me how you felt when after this kind of experience. .how you felt when
you heard that the govermment was going to order all the people to leave their homes and
go to assembly centers?

Oh, that was later then. Then after I went into the army, I had the education in Japan
8o they discharged me - honorable discharge. And right after the. . so actually I was
in the army for one year. See I went in February, then December and then the next year.
following year I wase discharged. So then, my wife was in Sacramento; she was a nurse.
So we stayed there for a while. You know at that time, there was a zone there.

I beg your pardon?

There was a zone, you had to leave earlier, you know, if you stay in San Francisco, And
then from San Francisco’ to Sacramento was maybe 100 miles there, so that was zone two I
think it was; something like that. Anyway then they put us in Tule Lake Camp.

Oh, were you sent directly to Tule Lake and not to any assembly center?
No, no, direct, because Sacramento was second zone, so I don't have to go into assembly
center.

Could I ask you again how you felt when you. .here after you had been in the army and
volunteered and how you felt when they told you that you were going to be put into a
ecamp?

Yeah, that was really an awful thing, you know. But, well, what I think is what they
tell you, you have to do anyway, and let me see, and, also. .I was grown.up in Japan
8o I said well either way is fine too, you know. Well. . .it's really sad but (laughs)
it's a pretty hard to expression, you know.

I may not say it right, but "shikataganai'.(1l)
Shikataganat. ;

[l. It can't be helped.]
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Would that be how you felt? Because I don't want to put words into your mouth, I want
you to say just what you feel.
Yee, that's the exact wording in Japanese, yes.

Well, so you went dzrectly to Tule Lake. . .
And then I was a cook in the army. I went to school there and bakery school, and so I
was the chief cook over there for block.

Oh, chief block cook in Tule Lake. That's interesting.
Yes, block 6.

Block 6, yeah.
After that I was working in the post office. . .

In what office?
Post office. And then I was a fire inspector there. And you know people who come in
from different camp, you know, they were singing Kimigayo, you Know. . .

Oh yeah. The Japanese national anthem.

Yeah. (laughs) and, let me see, well people bring all kind of stuff into camp, but I
pretend I didn't know anything. I just did everybody. . .I admitted fast. And then we
had also MP was there too.

Could I ask you for the first couple of months. .it was about a year or more before
these other people came in. Was there any thing that happened that comes to your mind?

Before that?
You mean inside the camp?

Yeah, in Tule Lake, first off.
Post office?

Yeah. :

Well, .a lot of people, you know, exchange packages and sometime broken something, so
they have to replace it. The only thing you have to do is just get it stamped and then
they can get outside. Then my wife got sick there and first they thought she was going
to have a baby or something, then, you know, she had TB germ in the large intestine and
then ? outside they- could use those rays, but they don't have any of those
facilities. And then that was after. But before I was volunteer, I went out to Montana
for beet job. Then I had about ten boys, and them my wife and I and cook, we take care
of those people. And meantime we live in Tule Lake..

Did this happen while you were still in Tule Lake?
Yes ma'm.

And then you went to Montana there. .

« « as a volunteer.

A volunteer - and that was before they sent the segregants there?

Yeah, that's right, but we went out and then we did the job there. At that time the
shertff, who owmed that land there, farm, you know. They use to use those shotguns;
they chase those birds up there, you know the pheasants, (laughs). 4nd he used to tell
me if you see someone and just throw them in the grass and see that nothing happens, you
know (laughs).

I didn't get that sentence, I'm sorry.
We went out to hunting the birds, you know. Nobody run the place, you know, the farm,

and he said if you eee someone, then just toss it in the grass, you know. It was reaZZy
nice sheri )
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they know that we are Japanese, so they give us dirty looks. But we used to go to the
movies. Those days there was a curfew too, you can't go too far.

And then after you did that, you went back to Tule Lake?
Yes. ’

Because you were a volunteer farm worker?(1)
And then her mother was there and she ? . and she got bad and she went in the
hospital and then when they operate, you know, in Tule Lake and she died there in camp.

Oh, that's too bad. I'm sorry.
: She was only about 23. And then we came out from camp. We stayed, I think we were the
last group to go out. .

Well, I was going to ask before that, were you there when the people were brought to
Tule Lake from the other centers? Those people who said "no-no".
Oh yeah. There was a wa-ssho wa-ssho!(2) group, they call it.

Well, I mean even before. .when they gave you the military this questionnaire - this
"yes-yes, no-no" - how did you feel about that?

Well, I was choosing United States. I didn't repatriate to Japan, so I wrote Yes to
everything. I mean chu:sei(3) for living not in Japan but in United States.

I don't think I've said it clear enough. It was in early in 1943 that everybody had --
answer questions: 'Will you swear loyalty to the United States' and you must have gonme
through that too. I was going to ask how you felt about it?

Oh, well, naturally, raised in Japan &o. . .actually my mind was (?) I thought Japan
going to win, that's what I felt. But I'm in the United States, and you can't do
anything. So I thought I might as well chu:sei in the United States,

Might as well what?
Might as well. . .you know. . chu:sei. .you know what chu:sei means?

No.

Well, chu:sei means. .I'd rather. .let me see. .how you call those things? When you. .
loyal, I think - loyalty.

Loyalty, yes. Chu:sei - loyalty. And eo, did you say, "yes, yes"?
Yee, I did.

You did. I see. I know there were many people when I got into Tule Lake who had said
n "

yes, yes'.
And after that you could eross the street and you could play shogi, and chess and all
that. But after that, so many, you know - loyal to Japan, you know, people - wa ssho
wa ssho, and they go around the block and then pray for Jpaan, you know. But I was not
in those kinds of groups either.

[1. Before the segregation, evacuees were permitted ot volunteer for farm work - at
least at some of the Relocation Centers. As I understood Mr. Kodama, he engaged in the
pheasant hunting while working as a volunteer. It is signficant that he remembers this
occasion with much pleasure.]

{25 Hip ho]

[3. Chu:sei has no counterpart in present day English. It involved an unquestioning
and absolute obligation or duty to the Emperor, the law, and the nation which can never
be fully repaid and for which there is no time limit.]
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I was there when that happened. I was wondering if you. how should I say. .did you
ever have any. .did any of the wa ssho people ever bother you?

No, they don't bother us, they invite us but I said, 'mo.' Those things ? you
know. You just stay in the camp, I want to. . .

And then block 6 didn't have so many wa ssho people, it was over in the Manzanar
section.
That's right, you're right.

« « othat there were so many.
You know those times you were lonely in the night and you can't even cross the street -
it's the curfew, you know. And then one time they chase me one time. (laughs)

(laughs)
I went in ? my house and that's it, you know.

Yeah.

But that was the only time I got chased. Then I went out hunting for arrow heads and
stuff like ?  and then sometime the MP would pick me up and take me up there on the
OD for that day, and I told him I was in the United Statee Army - he said 'okay, I let
you go.' They were pretty good about that.

Gee, they really let you outside the fence to hunt.
Yes.

Good. '
I had the dog tag with me all the time. (laughs)

I wae going to ask if there was any person in the center whom you really respected and
who you felt you could go to for advise?

Well, if I go in to OD for the day, we sometime have captain there. They are real nice
about that.

Some of them were very nice. You're the first person I've talked to who was able to do
this, so I'm very glad I talked to you. In this interviewing I've talked to everybody
from people who were in the Ho:koku to people who were really in blocks where they were
very afraid of the Ho:koku, you know. They really got kind of pressured. But you
weren't particularly pressured you feel?

No, no, no. I'm sorry I can't explain too good.

I understand. I was there you know.
Oh I see, oh yeah. Is that right?

There was some very terrible things that happened. .

Yes, and there was some people, Dan jiki(l) you know, I don't know they went to a little
place outside of the fence, army property? Then I think they loyal to Japan so they
kept in little place up there - keep them barbwire, you know.

Oh yeah, the stock. . .
A friend of mine was in it.

I Dan jiki can be translated as "hunger strike". Literally, however, it refers to
the periods of austerity practiced by the members of certain religious orders who
abstain from food, sleep and sex in the hope of receiving a transcendental revelation.
When Mr. Kunitani and I discussed the hunger strikes in the stockade, he told me: "Our
motive was not so much our release, but rather to prove our innocence. . .If accused, we
want proof of our guilt."” (Fieldnotes, September 18, 1944)
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« « «8tockade.
Stockade, you're right.

And even a friend of yours was put in?
Yeah.

How did that happen? ’
Well, she too much of a loyal to Japan in the camp; telling people that that 'Do this
and do that,' you know. Then MPs took her in and they kept her for a while. (1)

Yeah, that was pretty rough.
You know the "dan jiki"? "Dan jiki" means they don't eat anything.

Oh, the hunger strike.
I remember.

I was going to ask ome thing always stays in my mind - when that poor young man on the
farm truck was shot by a sentry - do you remember that? Can you tell me how you felt
then? :

Well, I guess he didn't listen, I guess, huh? You know MPs shoot, you know. I think he
was a judo man too or something.

Ah-s0.
Then they was scared, you know. Then I think the MPs told him to halt, but he didn't
stop or anything, you know.

And then. .after about six weeks or so that was this chairman of the Co-op, Mr. Noma he
was murdered and I wondered how you felt about that?

You know a friend of mine who was the fire chief there and Japanese group there you
know, his name is and anyway he was mentioned about that, you know, but he did
not actually - probably he knew, but he never metioned about it. But I thought, gee,
that's a terrible thing to do, you know. They get killed among them Japanese, you know.

\ But they call "inu, inu" you know. And one time this friend of mine he said 'How about

going there', I say "mo, nothing doing,' I say, you know.

Going where was that?
I mean those kind of people, you know - they chusen in the United States. Those people

r don't like the idea and then they going violence, you know; hitting or something like
) that. I got a eall one time.

You got what?
I got a call from the people, you know, 'you better come around.’

Oh yes, I see, that was from the Ho:shi Dan people?

) Yeah, right.

Yeah, tell me about that.

They had a meeting quite often, those people, and a friend of mine. .moetly Kibei, you
know. They educated in Japan and they want to try and make something, you know. And
they all get together in meeting and those (who are?) loyal to the United States, they
eall me "inu" you know; and then they going to make a violence or something. It was an
avful thing. Actually it didn't exist too much.

[l1. No women were imprisoned in the stockade. It may be that Mr. Kodama recalls that
Mrs. Tsuchikawa, an ardent and outspoken resegregationist, was taken out of camp and
questioned by the Internal Security. (See Fieldnotes for March 215 19447




Ben Kodama - January 1982

RW:
BK:

Gee, how did you feel when they called you "inu"? g
Oh, that was really something, you know. I don't mind those kind of things anyway.

I beg your pardon?
I'm not for those kinds of things, you know.

I guess you must have had friends in your block so, you weren't seared that they would
beat you up or anything. ]
Yeah, that's true, yes. But the good thing I was teaching weight-lifting.

Teaching what?

Weight-lifting.

Weight-lifting, ah.
Then I know all the people. «

(laughs) yes, they hesitate to beat you up.
That's why. .it's nice about it.

And let's see, I think I'll ask these questions and always feel that you don't have to
answer a question if you don't like it and. .it's up to you.
I don't mind.

Wag there anything that happened in the center that made you feel especially sad? That
really made you feel bad? .

Well, everything that happened in those few years. I think. .when I discharged from
army I really. .I tell you, it's something that I never forget. Rest of them stayed and
then they took off. Then I was willing to fight for this country and if they were going
to send me to Italy or something, but when I was in the army, they bring the Japanese
paper, then (ask me?) if I can read the headlines. Then I think that was an examination
or something. Then we had to translate just common words and they were going to send me
to Okinawa. But I told them, I sure hate the people there, so would you mind sending me
to another country, you know, like Italy. I'm willing to fight for this country, I told
them. In meantime and that was a short one year I spend in the army - in the meantime I
went to cook school and I went three months to bakery school.

Well, I ean certainly appreciate why being in the army and then being discharged, wow.
I was going to ask in Tule Lake - was there anything that made you kind of angry?
Angry? —- Well, just the curfew and stuff like that. You can't cross the block and

I don't see why they do that. Maybe the army feel probably if you cross the street and
talk to someone, they don't like that. But I think why the "washo, washo" group
started, that's the reason, they don't want to make it worse. . . So I understand thoee
things, you know.

You think the washo, washo group started because of the curfew?
Yeah, I think so. They scared you know. Even inside camp.

Well, I alwaye thought. .felt. .that the very start of it was from people whose
relatives had been put in the stockade, kind of innocently.
Yes, that's true too.

Those relatives got together and that's how the thing kind of started and then it grew.
Those are true and those two made that up. .the curfew.

Could you tell me when you were having some of these tough experiences, what was the

most helpful things you could do to help you through it? How did you kind of cope with
it?
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and actually I was in the United States. I thought anything. .I like to chusen in the
United States. And that's the reason I ever volunteered myself in the army because
those days. . .I understand that they are going to have reunion in Sacramento for Tule
Lake people. So I sure looking forward. . .

Yes, that will be nice. I'm glad to hear. .because on the west coast, I hear, the Tule
people who were in Tule Lake do get together, but often folks I've talked to in other
parts of the country, they oftem have a real lonely life.

Yeah, you're right.

And they don't know anybody who was at. . .Do you know anybody else who was in Tule
Lake or if you know their phone number?
I think, Joseph Takeshita, he's a professor. . .

Oh, I've already talked to him. I had a nice talk with him.
You did? He's a good friend of mine, and Tak Yamamoto and Tak and I working together.

That's nice and they're still your friends.
Yeah, I know Joseph's father and when I was coming to San Francisco from Japan and ever
since we've been friends.

That's a very wonderful thing. Now I'll ask you one move question on this and then a
little more on what you did after you left Tule Lake. Looking back, what was the most
helpful thing you learmed about your fellow human beings?

Oh - human beings. . .(long pause) well, you know if I can talk in Japanese, it's
better. But let me see, well, the humanity really comes down to it, it's really you
don't have those kind of experiences before and so. .I don't know how to put it, you
know.

Maybe I could ask it this way - was there anything that happened to you at Tule Lake
that helped you to become a wiser or better person, would you say?

Oh, I felt many times in the camp - you learn and you see the thing and then what
happened there. . .

What thing, I didn't get that?

I mean all the thing that happened in camp and then some people repatriated and they
going to Japan and separate with those in the family. I think acutally the people. . .
they don't know what they are doing actually, they don't have time to come down to
think. (long pause) You learn a lot of thing anyway that never happened before. (long
pause)

Well, could you just tell me how you left Tule Lake and what you did then - anything you
want to tell me.
After the Tule Lake?

Yes.

We went back to San Francisco and we didn't have any home or anything, so we were
staying at the Buddhist church. ALl the people from other camp. We stayed there and
looking for a place. Then my father owmed a small, you don't call it an apartment, but
Just a flat and then he was renting each room. And we went in and about two weeks later
the people they took out my father's place. So we went in there and let me see after. .
oh yeah, then I was cook so we went out. «you know the family, I was the cook and my
wife was the maid.

Did you marry again in Tule Lake?
Yes, we did," I jorgot to tell you. She (a nurse?) too at the time. She went back to
college again. Then I've been doing that ever gince, barbering. And we didn't have any
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up and just graduated college.

Your son, this is your son by the first wife?
No, we adopted him.

You adopted a son and he's in college, well that's very nice.
I did the people. .what they do, I mean, you know, a lot of people didn't have any kids;
I thought it would be a good experience for me.

I agree. Well, I've about asked all the questions, and I do thank you because you've
told me things. .I've studied this for so long and I was there, but you told me things I
didn't know before.

I'm sorry that I can't express too good. . .

Well, I know a little Japanese so I ecan kind of cateh on, you know and that's helpful.
I do thank you and I will continue this work and I should say, I wish you much
happiness now.

Nice to talk to you.

Thank you good-bye.
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