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BKi Hello?

RWi Hello, is this Mr. Kodama?

BKt les. �
yvtT** _ _

RWi This is Professor Rosalie Wax and I'm calling^b ecause BffgsNiy ggia,

told me that you had been at Tule Lake and that you m ight not object  
j ULI a

to hssiifê»»*- Jta34HBaflr-*o me about it. I'm a re tired professor and I got  

a .TftfrW*. grant to t»itteBSfg» get life histories of people who had been  

there.

BKt Oh, I see.
Jdut

RWi You see. I was there myself as a researcher for^U niversity  

of California? yaw Jflww. And I wdnt.around and talked  to people  

a lot* ■ rsally know. ��**3r©4̂ . It was a rough thing. I know a lot

myself, but I'd like to see how peple are doing now.

BKi I see.

RW. Would you mind?

BKt Oh....let me see..I was..let me see....I was draf ted in 19^1.

RWt Yeah, let me start even before 19^1* Before the evacuati on,

what were you doing? � �

BKt I was. let me see.. 19^1..I was work ing^at  that time., yeah.
! i j| �® V

I was a barber then.

RWt Oh, you were a barber then. And let me see, I sho uld ask when  

you were born, so I know how old you were when you went t hrough this.  

BKi I born 1918, March 19*

RWt Where were you born?

BKt I born in Hawaii.

Or.
RWt In Hawii. Well, I'm glad to talk to a Hawaiian. I had  a couple

A

of nice friends who had come from Hawaii in Tule Lake.
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BK* I just born there and then when I was about 3 years  old,  

my father took me to Japan.

RWi Your father took you to Japan, and then when did y ou come  

back to the United States?

BKi Then I finished high school there.

RWi About hi^h school aee. ves.

���� And, well that gived me a good background. And then from

high school you went into doing barbering?

BKi No, no, no. At that time I was still small then in Japan.  

Then I finished high school there and come over her e in 1935»

RWt 1935» yes.

	��� And then I went in, let me see, Continuation school. .

RWt /  What school?

BKt Continuation.

RWt Continuation school.

BKt Yes. Then about a year or so and then I went in$> J r. High.

c
Everett Jr. High and after that went into Commerce High  school.

- W*
And then after that, you know,, didn't have any job her e so I was,

�� . /« « ^  X sa .suv

you know, went to Sacramento and you know farmer work.^ And Then  

come back I went to barber School. And then I finis hed barber  

school here. And then I was barber. My father was barber.

tell you.

RWi And then you said, did I understand you to say, that you  

had been drafted before?

	��� Yeah, in 19^1.

Then also my father was first Wbrld\War veteran too , I forgot to
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RWi You were in the army then.
/OtM. A Ufl̂ \

BKi They draft me, so I
d

I'm going to volunteer.

RWi Good for you.

BKi So I volunteered, and at that time .the Japanes e community

�
give us a medal for that, you know. ̂  But after that peopl e..they  

draft so many that they don't bother anymore.

RWi (laughs) No one has ever told me that before..a number  of

Japanese people have told me how.. . .before Pearl

flU
Harbor when ¿«e young Japanese went to go into the army, why 

everybody in town or, you know, would come and see ttha » off.

BKi Yes, that's true? it's really nice, you know.

����� ��	���� ��	���� ������� � � ������� ������������������������� �
. • - ! ' 	

And then I went before the war to Monteray. At that t ime.,  

first of all, we went into Presidio, Monterey for abou t a couple  

of months. And then we went into Fort 0^«^*

RWi Could you tell me how you felt when after this ki nd of  

experience..how you felt when you heard that the go vernment was  

going to order all the people to leave their homes an d go to  

assembly centers?

BKi Oh, I wao little then. Then after I went into the army,

I had the education in Japan so they discharged me -  honorable  

discharge, And  right after the....so actually I was in the army  

for 1 year. See I went in February, then December and t hen the  

next year..following year I was discharged. So then, my wife  

was in Sacramento? she was a nurse. So we stayed the re for a  

while. You know at that time, there was a zone there.

RWi I beg your pardon?
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BK* There was a zone, you had to leave earlier, you know, if  

you stay in San Francisco. And then from San Francisc o to  

Sacramento was maybe 100 miles there, so that was zone 2 I t hink  

it was; something like that. Anyway then they put us in Tule  

Lake Camp.

RWi Oh, were you sent directly to Tule Lake and not  to any  

assembly center?

BKii No, no, direct, because Sacramento was second zone, so I  

don't have to go into assembly center.

BKi Could I ask you again how you felt when you..here after you  

had been in the army and volunteered and how you felt when they  

told you that you were going to be put into a camp?

BKi Yeah, that was really an awful thing, you know. But, well,  

what I think is what they tell you, you have to do anyway, and  

let me see, and, also..I was grown up in Japan so I s aid well  

either way is fine too, you know. Well.••i t 'sr^al iy  sad b ut  

(laughs) it's a pretty ha rdepress ion ,  you-know.

RWi I may not say it right, but "shi-l-kffitaCga+nai" .

BKi Yes. (

RWi Would that be how you felt? Because I don't want to  put  

words into your mouth, I want you to say just what you  feel.

BKi Yes, that's the exact wording,in Japanese, yes.

RWi Well, so you went directly to Tule Lake..

BKi And then I was cook in the army. I went to school th ere  

and bakery school, and so I was the chief cook over ther e for  

block.

RWi Oh, chief blook cook in Tule Lake. That's interesting .

BKi Yes, block �.

RWt Block �, yeah.

{, ^ K  0 9 '
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BKi After that I was working in the post office..

RWt In what office?

B Ki Post office. And then I was a fire inspector there.

And you know people who come in from different camp, yo u know,  

they were singing "Kimi/gayo" and everything you kn ow and..

RWi I didn’t hear that - t h A g t h e  people from

the other camp were doing what?

BKi No, I mean singing KimiTgayo^, you know..

RWi Oh yeahi^ttapanese national anthem.

i f e f w i n  people bring all kind of stuff into camp,

but I preteni I didn't know anything. I just did eve rybody...  

^Arl̂ f then we had also MP was there too.

RWi Could I ask you for the first couple of months. .weil ClTSre
t dv

was

�� ,v  . _
^��-�-r . thiis^was about a year

or more before these other people came in. Was there anyWSTfe ^  

-,-flinrr —  thing that happened that comes to you m ind? before that'

BKi You mean inside the camp?

RWi Yeah, In Tule Lake, first off.

BKi Post office?

RWi Yeah.

BKt Well, a lot of people, you know, exchange packages and  

sometime broken something, so they have to replace it.  The only  

thing you have to do is just get it stamped and then th ey can get  

outside. Then my wife got sick there and first they thought she  

was going to have a baby or something, then, you know,  she had  

TB germr-tn the large intestine and then outside th ey

could use those rays, but they don't h a v e ^ s e  facilitie s.

And then that was a f ter ,^ut  before I was volunteer,  1 went out  

to Montana for beet job. Then I had about 10 boys, and then  

my wife and I and cook, we take care of those people.  And
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meantime when we live in Tule Lake..

RWi this happen while you were still in

Tule Lake?

BKi Yes manta» ^ *

RWt And then you went to Montana there..

BKi ..as a volunteer.

RWi A volunteer - and that was before &hc 'T»ub  cgragafrioftfr* pardon  

me. they sent

the segregants there!

BKi Yeah, that’s right, but we went out and we did the job there .

At that time the sheriff, who owned thd^land there, farm, you  

know. They use to use those shotguns? they chase those bir ds  

up there, you know the pheasants. $ fid he used to tell me i f you  

see someone and just throw^inljp the ĝ .ass and see that nothing  

��� �������������� ���������	 ���

RWi I didn’t get that sentence, I'm sorry.

BKi We went out to hunt?the birds, you know. No body run the

place, you know, the farmland he said if you see someone, then  
... r. ■.. • ‘ ' J-  , f »~ )

just, in the glass,.you know. It was a really nice sheriff h ere  
r\ .  ̂  K

you know. And they took us to movie, but people looking at you  

like they know^we are Japanese, so they give us dirty  looks.

But we used to go to the movies. Those days there was a c urfew  

too, you can't go too far.

RWi And then after you did that, you went back to Tule  Lake?  

BKi Yes.

RWi Because you were a volunteer farm worker.

■ K

1, Befere the segregation, ±s evacuees were permitted t © volunteer for  

farm work «■ »«• at least at some of the Relocation Ce nters. As I understood

a/
Mr. Kodama, he engaged in this ph^sant hunting while working as a volunteer.  

It is significant that he remembers this occasion wi th much pleasure.
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FOOTNOTE

2. Chusei has a© counterpart in preseat day English.  It involved
owing and absolute

an/obligaticn or duty t© the Emperor, the law, and fcto aodex  

the nation which can never be fully repaid and for w hich there  

is xxtx no time limit*
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BKt

And she got bad and she went i n ^  the hospital and the n when  

they operate, you know ̂ In Tule Lake and she died th ere in camp.  

RWt Oh, that-'s too bad. I'm sorry.

BKi . She was only about 23* And then we came out fr om camp.

We stayed, I think we were the last group to go out..

RWt Well, I was going to ask before that, were you there  when  

the people were brought to Tule Lake from the other cen ters.

RWt Well, I s»y' even before..when they gave you the mi litary  

this questionnaire - this "yes-yes, no-no” - how did you f eel  

about that?

BKt Well, I was choosing "bi*e United States. I didn't repatriate  

to Japan, so I wrote Yes to ever$hing. I mean'

chusei (?) for living net in Japan but in United Spat es.

RW* I don't think jrpnijhe I've said it clear enough» yemcaas ^w,

"Jt was in aarly in 1 9 ^ .  that tfaia ttra-t everybod y had *

tc^fifty--answer questions? "Will you swaar loyalty to  the United I  

States" and did »4J4* .you must have gone through tha t too,  

awft I was going to ask how you felt about it?

BKi Oh, well, naturally, raised in Japan so.. .actually my mind  

I thought Japan going to win, that's what I felt., B ut I'm in  

the United States, and you can't do anything. So I tho ught I

? �

Those people who said "no-]  

BKi Oh yeah, Tteex was a
A A

might as well rtirthe United States.
, i ,

ght as Wfllil

���������� 	�	����������

RWi Might as well what?

���� �
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BK* Might as well...you know. .chusiPv. you know what c hustT means?  

RWi No.

RWi And so, did you say, "yes, yes"?

BKi Yes, I did.

RW* You did. I see* I know there were many people when  I

got into Tule Lake who had said "yes,yes".

BKi And after that you could cross the street and you  could

play shogi,^chess and all that. But after that, so many, you  

know - loyal to Japan, you know, people -^wastro, washo, and  

they go around the block and then pray for Japan, yw know.

But I was not in those kinds of groups either.

RWi I was there when that happened. I was wondering if you.,  

how should I say. way—yfru loekod atiLmthinga -'then --did you

ever have any..did any of the ffasjap people ever bot her you?

BKi No, they don’t b o t h e r ^ ,  they invite us but I said, " fc/o."

BKi That’s right, you're right.

RWi ..that there were so many.

BKi You know those times you were lonely in the night  and you  

can’t even cross the street-it’s the curfew, you know. And then  

one time they chase me one time, (laughs)

BKi Well, ahusjrmeans. .I’d rather... let me see., how you cal l

those things».when you..loyal, I think - loyalty.
*

RWi Loyalty, yes. Chus^loyal ty

I want to....

RWi And then block � didn’t have so many was ho people, it was
7

oftren in the Manzanar section.

# t • •



FOOTNOTE p. 9

1* $ Da* jiki can be dbaaoDoCtexkx translated xfc as Hhunger strike!1

Literally, however, it refers to the periods of aus terity /  

practiced by a»*<rafeBema&mi|m®i*Bm®ndttmmiî //̂ taE xexi3tiEEexxfbi±inBit£  

������������������� the members of certain religious orders who  

abstain from goHtx feed, sleep and sex in the hope of *

receiving a transcendental revelation. When Mr. Ku*4tn!Tiri"  

�� � ! � discussed the hunger strikes in the "�� �#��$%� stockade,



he told we: "Our :£■  motive was wot so much our relea se, but rather  

t© prove our i mecenfce. • • If accused, we want pro ef ©f our guilfci?  

(Field Notes, September 18, 19U1;)
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RWi Yeah.

BKi But that was the only time I got chased. Then I went out

�&�t
hunting for arrow heads and stuff likê is&sifc and ^sometime the MP

would pick me up and take me up there on the OD for that  day,  

and I told him I was in the United States 	irmy - he said "okay,

I let you go." They were pretty good about that.

RWi Gee, they really let you outside the fence to hunt.

BKi Yes.

RWi Good.

BKi I had the dog tag with me all the time't

RWi I was going to ask if there was any person in th e center whom  

you really respected and who you felt you could go to for advise?

BKi Well, if I go into OD for the day, we sometime have captai n 

there. They are p^gfcs^nice about that.

RWi Some of them were very nice. You're the first perso n I've talked

to who was able to do this, so I'm very glad I talked to you.

In this interviewing I ’ve talked to everybody from people  who were

in the Hokoku to people who were really in blocks where th ey were

very afraid of the Hokoku, you know. They really got kind of
�

pressured. But you weren't particularly pressured y ou feel.

BK* No, I'm sorry I can't explain too good. »

RWi I understand. I was there you know.

BKt Oh I see, oh yeah. cL

RWi There was some very terrible things that happen ed..
J 5 w >  r l ^  t

BKi � And there was some people, you know, I don t

know they went to a little place �  outside of the fence,
�  ̂ ����

� jlirr) property^ Then I think they loyal to Japan so they  

kept)$aggpr little place up there - keep them barb wire, you know.



FOOTNOTE p. 10, ____________

1* No women were imprisoned in the stockade. It may be t hat Mr. Kodama

recalls that Mrs.Tsuchikawa, an ardent and outspoken rese gregationist,  
was taken out of camp and questioned by the Internal Se curity. (See  
Fieldnotes for March 21, 19UU#
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RW» Oh yeah, the stock..*

BK* A friend of mine was in it.

RWi ..stockade.

BK* Stockade, you’re right.

RW* And even a friend of yours was put in?

BK* Yeah.

RW* How did that happen?

BK* Well, she too much of a loyal to Japan in the camp* tellin g 

people that that you d*drr4- do that, you know. Then MPs to ok  

her in and they kept her for a while.

RWi Yeah, that was pretty-rough. ,

BK. You know the "aan-Jj-ki" means they don t eat

anything.

RW* Oh, the hunger strike.

BK* I remember,

RW* I was going to ask one thing always stays in my  mind  

when that poor young man on the farm truck was shot by a  sentry  

do you remember that? Can you tell me how you felt then?

BK. Well, I guess he didn’t listen, I guess, huh? You know MPs  

shoot, you know. I think he was a judjj man too or something.

RW* Ah-so.

BK* Then they was scared, you know. Then I think the �� told  

him to halt, hut he didn’t stop or anything, you k n o w ^

RW. And then.. after^'Uis* ����$'��(�)�� �� * ��+���� about � weeks or  

so that was this chairman of the £o-op, Mr. ^ S w i . . h e  was m urdered  

and I wondered how you felt about that?

BK* You know a friend of mine who was the fire chie f there and

Japanese group there you know, his name is — --

anyway he was mentioned about that, you know, but he did no t



� ���

#332

actually - ke probably knew, but he never mentioned ab out it.
�	 \

But I thought, gee, that's a terrible thing to do, y ou know.

They get killed among them Japanese, you know. But they call
��� ’
"ewer, -ewei" you know. And one time this friend of min e he said  

"how about going there", I say "tio, nothing doing," I say, you  

know.

RWi Going where was that?

BKi I mean those kind of people, you know--^chu§^ in  the  

United Stages ^people don't like idea and then

they �� � ���  !" #! �  you know? hitting or something like that.

I got a call one time.

RWi You got what?

BKi I got a call from the people, you know, "you better c o m e •  

around. **

RW* Oh yes, I see, that was from the Hoshi gap, peopl e?

BKi Yeah, right.

RWi Yeah, tell me about that.

BKi They had a meeting q.uite often, those people, and a f riend  

of mine..mostly KQbei ,  you know. They educated in Japa n and  

they want to try and make something, you know, ̂ nd they all get

f w - U  ***?)
together in meeting and thosex loyal to the United State s, they  

call me "$nu" you know? and then thgy make ̂violence or

something. It was an awful thing. Actually it didn't exis t  

too much.

RWi Gee, how did you fe&l when they called you

BKi Oh, that was really something, you know. I don't min d those  

kind of t h i n g s ? '
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RWi I beg your pardon?

BKi I*m not to those kinds of things, you know.

RWi I guess you must have had friends in your block so  

hownStaarulid. .you weren't scared that they would beat you up or  

anything..

BKi Yeah, that's true, yes. But the good thing I was teachin g 

weight-lifting.

RWi Teaching what?

BKi Weight-lifting.

RWi Weight-lifting, ah.

BKi Then I know all the people..

RWi (laughs) yes, they hesitate to beat you up.

BKi That's why .. it's nice about it.

RWi And let's see, I ask a --bfrg»

I think I'll ask these questions and always feel that you don't
11

have to answer a question if you don't like it and. .it's up to  

you.

BKi I don't mind.

RWi Was there anything that happened in the center th at made you  

feel especially sad? That \made yoi^really feel bad ?

BKi Well, everything that happened in those few years. I thi nk.,  

when I discharged from army I really..I tell you, i t's something
i

that I never forget. Rest of them stayed and then they took off.  

Then I was willing 'to fight for this country and if they were going  

to send me to Italy or something, but when I was in the army, they  

bring the Japanese paper, then^if I can read the headlin es. Then  

I think that was an examinaticn or something. Then we h ad to  

translate just common words and they were going to sen d me to  

Okinawa« jJut I told them, I sure hate the people there, so w ould
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sendxfme to another country, you know, like Italy. I'm will ing  

�  fight for this country, I told them. In meantime and that was 

a short one year I spend in the army - in the meantime  I went  

to cook school and I went � months to bakery school.

RW* Well, I can certainly appreciate why being in the army  and  

then being discharged, wow. I was going to ask in Tul e Lake - was  

there anything thqft made you kind of angry?

BKi Angry?— welli^curfew and stuff like that.

BK* Vou can't cross the block and I don't see why they

do that, fli\aybe the army feel probably if you cross t he street and  

talk to someone, they doft't like that. But I think why the  

"washo, was ho" group started, that’s the reason, they do n't want  

to make it worse.... So I understand those things, you  know.

RWi You think the washo, washo group started because of the curfew*  

B Ki Yeah, I think so. They scared you know. Even inside camp.

RWi Well, I always thought..felt..that the very start of it  was  

from people whose relatives had been put in the stocka de, kind of  

innocently.

BKi Yes, that's true too.

RWi Those relatives got together and that's how the t hing kind of  

started and then it grew.

BKi Those are true and those two made ^  up..the curfew.

RWi Could you tell me when you were having some of these tough  

experiences, what was the most helpful things you cou ld do to help  

you through it? Yjsm � How did you kind of cope with it?

BKi Well, since my father was veteran; he went to the fi rst world  

war over ij^France/and actually I was in the United States. I
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thought anything..I liker chusan in the United Stat es. And that’s
JWr/*

the reason I^volunteered myself in the army because tho se days

really.

end of �st tape

BKi I understand that they are going to have reunion in  

Sacramento for Tule Lake people. So I sure looking forward..

RWi Yes, that will be nice. I'm glad to hear..because  on the  

west coast, I hear, the Tule people who were in Tule Lake do ge t  

together, but often folks I've talked to in other part s of the  

country, they often have a lonely life.

BK* Yeah, you're right.

RWi And they don't know anybody« Do you know anybody else who  

was in Tule Lake or if you know their phone number?

BKi I think, Joseph Takeshita, he's a professor..

RWi Oh, I've already talked to him. I had a nice talk with hi m. 

BKi You did? He's a good friend of mine, and $%&' Yamamoto and  

Tak and I working together»

RWi That's nice and they're still your friends.

BKi Yeah, I know Joseph's father and when I was coming t o San

Francisco from Japan and ever since we've been frie nds.

RWt That's a very wonderful thing. Now I'll ask you one more
\

question on this and then a little tsfct more on what yo u did after  

you left Tule Lake,

Looking back, what was the most helpful thingfo
(

learned about your fellew human beings?
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B K i ^ ^ l l . y o u  know if I can talk in Japanese, i t ’s bett er,J£ut  

let me see, well, the humanity really comes down to it, i t ’ s 

really you don’t have those kind of experiences bef ore and so..

I don’t know how to put it, you know.

RWi Maybe I could ask it this way - Was there anythin g that  

happened tfce*~to you at Tule Lake that helped you to become  

a wiser or better person, would you say?

BKi Oh, I felt many times in the camp - you learn a nd you see  

the thing an^wha t  happend there..

RWi What thing, I didn't get that?

B Ki  I mean all the thing that happened in camp and^some people  

repatriated and they going to Japan and separate wi th those in the  

family. I think actually the people^they don't know w hat they are  

doing actually, they don’t have time to come down to think.

You learn a lot of thing anyway that never happened before. )

RWi ^ w t U r r h o w  .left Tule Lake

and what you did then - anything you want to tell m e.

BKi After^Tule Lake?

RWt Yes.

BKi Vte£%," Ve  went back to San Francisco and we did n't have any  

home or anything, so we were staying at the Buddhist churc h.

All the people from other camp. We stayed there and loo king for  

a place. Then my father^»#* a small, you don’t call it an  

apartment, but just a flat and then he was rent ingeac h room.

And we went in and about 2 weeks later the peopl^ took  out my  

father’s place. So we went in there and let me see aft er.,  

oh yeah^T"was cook so we went out. .you know the fam ily, I was  

the cook and my wife was the maid.
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RWi Did you marry again in Tule Lake?

BKi Yes, we did, I forgot to tell you. She ___ ( ^ )  too at the

time. She went back to college again. Then I've been doing that  

ever since, barbering. And we didn't have any children,  so we  

adopted children. We doing pretty good right now. My so n is  

grown/up and just graduated college.

RWi Your son, this is your son by the first wife?

BKi No, we adopted him*

� � yo«T pardon.

	��,�*-��- � *+�./

RWi You adopted a son and he's in college, well that's very  

nice.

BKi I did wfcSPt the people..what they do, I mean, you know,  

a lot of people didn't have any kids? I thought It woul d be a  

good experience for me.

RWi I agree. Well, I've about asked all the questions, and I  

do thank you because you've told me things..I've stu died this for  

so long and I was there, but you told me things I didn't know  

before.

BKi I'm sorry that I can't express too good..

RWi Well, I know a little Japanese so I can kind of cat ch on,  

you know and that's helpful. I do thank you and I w ill continue  

this work and I should say, I wish you much happine ss now.

BKi Nice to talk to you.

RWt Thank you good-bye.

end of interview # 98
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RW: Continuation school»  . . .  .
BK: Yes. Then about a year or so and then I  went in Jun ior High» Everett Jr» High ana  

after that went into Commerce High school» And then  after that, you know, we didn t  
have any job here so I  was, you know, went to Sacra mento and you know farmer work. Here  
and there, you know» And then come back I  went to b arber school» And then I finished  
barber school here» And then I  was barber» My fathe r was barber» Then also my father  

was first World War veteran too, I  forgot to tell y ou»

RW: And then you said, did I  understand you to say, tha t you had been drafted before?

BK: Yeah, in 1941»

RW: You were in the army then»
BK: They draft me, so I  say 'Why, I'm going to voluntee r» '

RW: Good for you.  # ■
BK: So I  volunteered, and at that time the Japanese com munity  - they give us a medal for  

that, you know,  (laughs) But after that people, .they draft so many that the y don't  

bother anymore.

RW: (laughs) No one has ever told me that before, .a number of J apanese people have told me  
how. . . before Pearl Harbor when a young Japanese went to go into the army, why  
everybody in town or, you know, would come and see him off.

BK: Yes, that's true; it's really nice, you know,  (laughs) And then I  went before the war  
to Monterey. At that time, .first of all, we went i nto Presidio, Monterey for about a  

couple of months. And then we went into Fort Ord.

RW: Could you tell me how you felt when after this kind  of experience, .how you felt when
you heard that the government was going to order al l the people to leave their homes and  

go to assembly centers?
BK: Oh, that was later then. Then after I  went into the  army, I  had the education in Japan  

so they discharged me  - honorable discharge. And right after the. . so actu ally I  was  
in the army for one year. See I  went in February, t hen December and then the next year,  
•following year I was discharged. So then, my wife was in Sacramento; she was a nurse.  
So we stayed there for a while. You know at that ti me, there was a zone there.

RW: I  beg your pardon?
BK: There was a zone, you had to leave earlier, you kno w, if you stay in San Francisco, And  

then from San Francisco * to Sacramento was maybe 100 miles there, so that wa s zone two I  
think it was; something like that. Anyway then they  put us in Tule Lake Camp.

RW: Oh, were you sent directly to Tule Lake and not to any assembly center?
BK: No, no, direct, because Sacramento was second zone,  so I  don't have to go into assembly  

center.

RW: Could I ask you again how you felt when you. .here after you had been in the army and  
volunteered and how you felt when they told you tha t you were going to be put into a  
camp?

BK: Yeah, that was really an awful thing, you know. But , well, what I  think is what they  
tell you, you have to do anyway, and let me see, an d, also. .I  was grown up in Japan  
so I  said well either way is fine too, you know. We ll. . .it's really sad but  (laughs)  
it's a pretty hard to expression, you know.

0
RW: J may not say it right, but "shikataganai". (1)
BK: Shikataganai.

[1* It can’t be helped*]
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RW: Would that be how you felt? Because I  don't want to p ut words into your mouthy I  want  
you to say just what you feel.

BK: YeSy that's the exact wording in Japanese, yes.

RW: Welt, so you went directly to Tule Lake.  . •
BK: And then I was a cook in the army. I  went to school  there and bakery school, and so I

was the chief cook over there for block.

RW: Ohy chief block cook in Tule Lake. That's interesting.
BK: Yes, block 6.

RW: Block 6, yeah.
BK: After that I was working in the post office. . .

RW: In what office?
BK: Post office. And then I  was a fire inspector there.  And you know people who come in  

from different camp, you know, they were singing Ki migayo, you know. . .

RW: Oh yeah. The Japanese national anthem.
BK: Yeah,  (laughs) and, let me see, well people bring all kind of stuf f into camp, but I

pretend I  didn't know anything. I  just did everybod y. . .I  admitted fast. And then we
had also MP was there too.

RW: Could I  ask you for the first couple of months, .it  was about a year or more before
these other people came in. Was there any thing tha t happened that comes to your mind?
Before that?

BK: You mean inside the camp?

RW: Yeah, in Tule Lake, first off.
BK: Post office?

RW: Yeah.
BK: Well, a lot of people, you know, exchange packages and sometime broken something, so

they have to replace it. The only thing you have to  do is just get it stamped and then
they can get outside. Then my wife got sick there a nd first they thought she was going  
to have a baby or something, then, you know, she ha d TB germ in the large intestine and  
then ? outside they* could use those rays, but they  don't have any of those  
facilities. And then that was after. But before I w as volunteer, I  went out to Montana  
for beet job. Then I had about ten boys, and then m y wife and I  and cook, we take care  
of those people. And meantime we live in Tule Lake. .

RW: Did this happen while you were still in Tule Lake?
BK: Yes m a ’m .

RW: And then you went to Montana there. .
BK: • . as a volunteer.

A volunteer  - and that was before they sent the segregants there?
Yeah, that's right, but we went out and then we did  the job there. At that time the  
sheriff, who owned that land there, farm, you know.  They use to use those shotguns;  
they chase those birds up there, you know the pheas ants,  (laughs). And he used to tell  
me if you see someone and just throw them in the gr ass and see that nothing happens, you  
know  (laughs).

J didn't get that sentence, I'm sorry.
We went out to hunting the birds, you know. Nobody run the place, you know, the farm,  
and he said if you see someone, then just toss it i n the grass, you know. It was realty  
nice sheriff here you know. And theu tool
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BK: they know that we are Japanese, so they give us dir ty looks. But we used to go to the  
movies. Those days there was a curfew too, you can' t go too far.

RW: And then after you did that, you went hack to Tule Lake?
BK: Yes.

RW: Because you were a volunteer farm worker? (1)
BK: And then her mother was there and she ? and she got  had and she went in the

hospital and then then they operate, you know, in T ule Lake and she died there in camp.

RW: Oh, that's too had. I'm sorry.
BK: She was only about 23• And then we came out from ca mp. We stayed, I  think we were the  

last group to go out.  •

RW: Well, I was going to ask before that, were you ther e vfaen the people were brought to  
Tule Lake from the other centers? Those people who said "no-no",

BK: Oh yeah. There was a wa-ssho wa-ssho!(2) group, the y call it,

RW: Well, I  mean even before, ,when they gave you the m ilitary this questionnaire - this  
"yes-yes, no-no" - how did you feel about that?

BK: Well, I was choosing United States, I  didn't repatr iate to Japan, so I  wrote Yes to  
everything, I  mean chu:sei( 3) for living not in Japan but in United States,

BW: I  don't think I've said it clear enough. It was in early in 1943 that everybody had  —  
answer questions: 'Will you swear loyalty to the Un ited States' and you must have gone
through that too. I  was going to ask how you felt a bout it?

BK: Oh, well, naturally, raised in J:apan so. . .actual ly my mind was (?) I thought Japan
going to win, that's what I  felt. But I'm in the Un ited States, and you can't do
anything. So I  thought I  might as well chu:sei in t he United States.

RW: Might as well what?
BK: Might as well. . .you know. . chu:sei. .you know wh at chu:sei means?

RW: No.

BK: Well, chu:sei means. .I'd rather, .let me see. .how  you call those things? When you. .  
loyal, I think - loyalty.

RW: Loyalty, yes. Chu:sei loyalty. And so, did you say,  "yes, yes"?
BK: Yes, I  did.

RW: You did. I see. I  know there were many people when I  got into Tule Lake who had said  
"yes, yes".

BK: And after that you could cross the street and you c ould play shogi, and chess and all  
that. But after that, so many, you know - loyal to Japan, you know, people - wa ssho  
wa ssho, and they go around the block and then pray  for Jpaan, you know. But ~T~was not  
Tn those kinds of groups either.

t1» Before the segregation, evacuees were permitted ot volunteer f or farm work - at  
least at some of the Relocation Centers. As I understood Mr. Kodama, h e engaged in the  
pheasant hunting while working as a volunteer. It is signficant that he remembers this  
occasion with much pleasure.]
[2. Hip ho]

[3. Chutsei has no counterpart in present day English. I t involved an unquestioning  
and absolute obligation or duty to the Emperor, the law, and the nation which can never  
be fully repaid and for which there is no time limit. ]
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RW: I  was there when that happened. I  was wondering if you. . how should I  say. .did you  
ever have any. .did any of the wa ssho people ever bother you?

BK: No, they don't bother us, they “invite us but I  sai d, 'no.' Those things ? you  
know. You just stay in the camp, I  want to. • •

RW: And then block 6 didn't have so many wa ssho people , it was over in the Manzanar  
section.

BK: That's right, you're right.

RW: • • .that there were so many.
BK: You know those times you were lonely in the night a nd you can't even cross the street  -  

it's the curfew, you know. And then one time they c hase me one time,  (laughs)

RW: (laughs)
BK: I  went in ? my house and that's it, you know.

RW: Yeah.
BK: But that was the only time I  got chased. Then I  wen t out hunting for arrow heads and  

stuff tike ? and then sometime the MP would pick me  up and take me up there on the  
OD for that day, and I  told him I  was in the United  States Army  - he said 'okay, I  let  
you go.' They were pretty good about that.

RW: Gee, they realty let you outside the fence to hunt.
BK: Yes.

RW: Good.
BK: I  had the dog tag with me alt the time,  (laughs)

RW: I  was going to ask if there was any person in the c enter whom you realty respected and  
who you felt you could go to for advise?

BK: Welt, if I  go in to OD for the day, we sometime hav e captain there. They are real nice  
about that.

RW: Some of them were very nice. You're the first perso n I've talked to who was able to do
this, so I'm very glad I  talked to you. In this int erviewing I've talked to everybody
from people who were in the Ho:koku to people who w ere realty in blocks where they were  
very afraid of the Ho:koku, you know. They realty g ot kind of pressured. But you  
weren't particularly pressured you feet?

BK: No, no, no. I'm sorry I  can't explain too good.

RW: I  understand. I was there you know.
BK: Oh I see, oh yeah. Is that right?

RW: There was some very terrible things that happened. .
BK: Yes, and there was some people, Dan jiki(l) you kno w, I don't know they went to a little

place outside of the fence, army property? Then I  t hink they loyal to Japan so they
kept in little place up there  - keep them barbwire, you know.

RW: Oh yeah, the stock. . .
BK: A friend of mine was in it.

[1. Dan jiki can be translated as "hunger strike". Lit erally, however, it refers to  
the periods of austerity practiced by the members of certai n religious orders who  
abstain from food, sleep and sex in the hope of receiving a transcendental re velation.  
When Mr. Kunitani and I discussed the hunger strikes in the sto ckade, he told me: "Our  
motive was not so much our release, but rather to prove our i nnocence. . .If accused, we  
want proof of our guilt." (Fieldnotes, September 18, 19 44)
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RW: . • . s tockade.
BK: Stockade, you're right»

RW: And even a friend of yours was put in?
BK: Yeah.

RW: Sow did that happen?

BK: Welt, she too much of a loyal to Japan in the camp;  telling people that that 'Do this  
and do that, ' you know. Then MPs took her in and t hey kept her for a while.  (1)

RW: Yeah, that was pretty rough.
BK: You know the "dan Jiki"? "Dan Jiki" means they don' t eat anything•

RW: Oh, the hunger strike.
BK: I  remember.

RW: I  was going to ask one thing always stays in my min d - when that poor young man on the  
farm truck was shot by a sentry - do you remember t hat? Can you tell me how you felt  
then?

BK: Well, I  guess he didn't listen, I  guess, huh? You k now MPs shoot, you know. I  think he  
was a Judo man too or something.

RW: Ah-so*

BK: Then they was scared, you know* Then I  think the MP s told him to halt, but he didn't  
stop or anything, you know*

RW: And then, »after about six weeks or so that was thi s chairman of the Co-op, Mr. Noma he  
was murdered and I  wondered how you felt about that ?

BK: You know a friend of mine who was the fire chief th ere and Japanese group there you
know, his name is  __ and anyway he was mentioned about that, you know, b ut he did

& not actually - probably he knew, but he never met ioned about it. But I  thought, gee,
I that's a terrible thing to do, you know. They get  killed among them Japanese, you know.  
\ they call "inu, inu" you know. And one time this fr iend of mine he said 'How about  
| going there', I  say 'no, nothing doing, ' I  say, yo u know.

RW: Going idlere was that?

BK: I  mean those kind of people, you know - they chusen  in the United States. Those people  
f don't like the idea and then they going violence, y ou know; hitting or something like  
) that. I  got a call one time.

RW: You got what?

BK: I  got a call from the people, you know, 'you better  come around.'

RW: j Oh yes, I  see, that was from the Ho:shi Dan people?
BK: j Yeah, right.

RW: Yeah, tell me about that.

BK. They had  ̂a meeting cpuite often, those people, and  a friend of mine, .mostly- Kibei, you  
know. They educated in Japan and they want to try a nd make something, you know. And  
they all get together in meeting and those  (who are?) loyal to the United States, they  
call me "inu" you know; and then they going to make  a violence or something. It was an  
awful thing. Actually it didn't exist too much.

[1. No women were imprisoned in the stockade. It may be that M r. Kodama recalls that  
Mrs. Tsuchikawa, an ardent and outspoken resegregationist, was taken  out of camp and  
questioned by the Internal Security. (See Fieldnotes for March 21, 1944 .)
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RW: Gee, how did you feet when they catted you "inu”?
BK: Oh, that was really something, you know• I  don’t mi nd those kind of things anyway*

RW: I  beg your pardon?
BK: I ’m not for those kinds of things, you know.

RW: I  guess you must have had friends in your btock so,  you weren’t scared that they would  

beat you up or anything.
BK: Yeah, that’s true, yes* But the good thing I  was te aching weight-lifting.

RW: Teaching what?
BK: We ight-1 if ting .

RW: We ight-1 if ting, ah .
BK: Then I  know all the people.  • •

RW: (laughs) yes, they hesitate to beat you up*
BK: That’s why.  • i t ’s nice about it*

RW: And let’s see, I  think I ’ll ask these questions and  always feel that you don ’t have to  
answer a question if you don’t like it and* .it’s u p to you.

BK: I  don’t mind,

RW: Was there anything that happened in the center that  made you feel especially sad? That  
really made you feel bad?

BK: Well, everything that happened in those few years* I  think* .when I  discharged from
army I  really* *1 tell you, i t ’s something that I  n ever forget* Rest of them stayed and  
then they took off. Then I  was willing to fight for  this country and if they were going  
to send me to Italy or something, but when I  was in  the army, they bring the Japanese  
paper, then (ask me?) if I  can read the headlines* Then I think that was an examination  
or something* Then we had to translate fust common words and they were going to send me  
to Okinawa* But I  told them, I  sure hate the people  there, so would you mind sending me  
to another country, you know, like Italy* I ’m willi ng to fight for this country, I  told  
them. In meantime end that was a short one year I  s pend in the army - in the meantime I  

went to cook school and I  went three months to bake ry school*

RW: Well, I can certainly appreciate uky being in the a rmy and then being discharged, wow*
I was going to ask in Tule Lake - was there anythin g that made you kind of angry?

BK: Angry?  —  Well, fust the curfew and stuff like that* You can’ t cross the block and
I  don’t see why they do that. Maybe the army feel p robably if you cross the street and  
talk to someone, they don't like that. But I  think why the ”washo, washo” group  
started, that’s the reason, they don’t want to make  it worse* * * So I  understand those  
things, you know.

RW: You think the washo, washo group started because of  the curfew?
BK: Yeah, I  think so* They scared you know. Even inside  camp.

RW: Well, I always thought* .felt* .that the very start  of it was from people whose
relatives had been put in the stockade, kind of inn ocently.

BK: Yes, that’s true too.

RW: Those relatives got together and that’s how the thi ng kind of started and then it grew.
BK: Those are true and those two made that up. .the cur few.

RW: Could you tell me when you were having some of thes e tough experiences, what was the
most helpful things you could do to help you throug h it? How did you kind of cope with  
it?
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BK: an d actually I  was in the United States. I  thought an ything.  .1 like to chusen in the  
United States• And that's the veason I  even volunte ered myself in the army because  
those days.  • •I  understand that they are going to have reunion i n Sacramento for Tule  
Lake people. So I  sure looking forward. . .

RW: Yes, that will he nice. I'm glad to hear. .because on the west coast, I  hear, the Tule  
people who were in Tule lake do get together, hut o ften folks I've talked to in other  
parts of the country, they often have a real lonely  life.

BK: Yeah, you're right.

RW: And they don't know anybody who was at. . .Do you k now anybody else who was in Tule  
Lake or if you know their phone number?

BK: I  think, Joseph Takeshita, he's a professor. . .

RW:
BK:

RW:
BK:

RW:

BK:

RW:

BK:

RW:
BK:

RW:

BK:

RW:
BK:

RW:
BK:

Oh, I've already talked to him. I  had a nice talk w ith him.
You did? He's a good friend of mine, and Tak Yamamo to and Tak and I  working together.  

That's nice and they're still your friends.

Yeah, I  know Joseph's father and when I  was coming to San Francisco from Japan and ever  
since we've been friends.

That's a very wonderful thing. How I'll ask you one  more question on this and then a  
little more on what you did after you left TUle Lak e. Looking back, what was the most  
helpful thing you learned about your fellow human b eings?
Oh - human beings. .  .(long pause) well, you know if I  can talk in Japanese, it's  
better. But let me see, well, the humanity really c omes down to it, it's really you  
don't have those kind of experiences before and so.  .1 don't know how to put it, you  
know.

Maybe I  could ask it this way  - was there anything that happened to you at Tule Lak e 
that helped you to become a wiser or better person,  would you say?
Oh, I  felt many times in the camp  - you' learn and you see the thing and then what  
happened there. . .

What thing, I didn't get that?

I  mean all the thing that happened in camp and then  some people repatriated and they  
going to Japan and separate with those in the famil y. I think acutally the people. . .  
they don't know what they are doing actually, they don't have time to come down to
think,  (long pause) You learn a lot of thing anyway that never happened  before,  (long  
pause)

Well, could you just tell me how you left Tule Lake  and what you did then  - anuthinq uou  
want to tell me. v a

After the Tule Lake?

Yes.

We went back to San Francisco and we didn't have an y home or anything, so we were  
staying at the Buddhist church. All the people from  other camp. We stayed there and  
looking for a place. Then my father owned a small, you don't call it an apartment, but  
gust a flat and then he was renting each room. And we went in and about two weeks later  
the people they took out my father's place. So we w ent in there and let me see after. .

, yeah* then I was cook so we went out. .you know t he family, I was the cook and mu  
wife was the maid. a
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BK: up and just graduated college.

RW: Your son, this is your son by the first wife?
BK: No, we adopted him.

RW: You adopted a son and he's in college, well that's very nice.
BK: I  did the people, .what they do, I  mean, you know, a lot of people didn't have any kids;

I thought it would be a good experience for me.

RW: I  agree. Well, I've about asked all the questions, and I  do thank you because you've
told me things. .I've studied this for so long and I  was there, but you told me things I  
didn't know before.

BK: I'm sorry that I  can't express too good. . .

RW: Well, I  know a little Japanese so I can kind of cat ch on, you know and that's helpful.
I  do thank you and I will continue this work and I  should say, I wish you much  
happiness now.

BK: Nice to talk to you.

RW: Thank you good-bye.



u
Be« Kedama
^OKCifax&miki, age 2U, wcsza is a Hawaiian bar* Japanese, who yfaj ini  

has difficulty fi.* expressing bimself it English. Wkmxmf na^cuithixkxK  

xknxfextekecxiiĵ bxrx^$mmBb®®iim»m®Ra He is als© a*  SXXI Old Tulean.

Wbe*X I.asked him abrut tbe Military Questionnaire, be told me, "I thought  

Japan going t© wi*. • Irat I 1« i* tbe United States. • s® I thought I  

might as well chusei^in tbe United States.”

I asked: "And s© did you say, "Yes-Yes?”

Mr. ladama: "Yes, I did.

1. Cbusei involves and u*questi®*i*g and absolute obligation er duty t®  

tbe Emperor, tbe law, and tbe nati®n which can never be fully repaid and 

for wbicb tbepe- is no time limit.

I asked whether he remembered tbe murder cf Mr* Noma/ • He replied:

"I thought, f'Gee, that's a terrible thing, yen know?# * But they c al l .  

G06#9CC8GC "inu, inuj* y®u know . . . .  I get a call from the people,

*y©u better e®me xxtoabrf: around.'

R. Wax: Was that from the Hoshi Dan people?

Mr. Kodama: Yes, right#.• • They had a meeting quite often,  these

people • . mostly Kibei, you know. They educated in Japan  

and wantt© make something • • and they all get together in  

meeting.

These lcyal t© the United States , they call. « xfekmymxaMxmE  

(inu?).. they call me inu. • and then they going t© make a 

violence or something. It was an awful thing.

R. Wax: How di^yeu feel when they called you inu?

M r. Kodama: Oh, that was really something, you knew.  • . I'm net for  

those kinds ©f things, you knew.

R. Wax: I guess you must have had friends in yeur block .8© yeu  k & weren't  

scared that they wculd ns beat you.

Mr. Kedama: That's trye. Yes. But the good thing , I was teaching  

weight-lifting. TheR I knew all the eeeole. . .


