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Departuont f giie Interior
mlar iielocation Authox?ity M
...lioo# 202, Weldon Building

i.iarket street
#3an Francisco 5, Calixornia
FOR XUMIAX 2 A0 ALL PMOJISCIT PUPERS J/d-%

dcope of tlie services the Faitia Security Administration (FSA.) can make
available to roturnin”, evacuee farraers lias 'oogh outlined in a letter sent to WRA
by i Uollenbor”®, Ho”ional Director of tlae ITG/i, it yas announced today by R, B*
Cozaens, Assistant Director of Tlie I7ar Relocation Authority*

Before a loan can "bo raacle to an3T applicant the FSii county coraiiittee, coior-
prisod ox oliree proLiinon't local .rarmors, nust pa s on his eligibility, character
and. into rity, Mr. llollenborg said*

RIMSILITATIOU OH OPIiijVTIIJG LOAKS

iiural ruka'bilitiatioii or operating loans are available to citizens laio qual-
iiy as lorj-incone xarn ikjoilies (including ovmor-oporators, tenants, sliare-croppers
and fam laborora uitii sufxiciont family raanpoxJtir for farm and horae operations,
except possibly at peak soasons) if certain otlicr refuirGiients can b 'mote

Tlioso oilier roq.uirGKiDnts include; tho necossity of full-tim e farm opera-
tions Gixoctivoly utilizing far,xlly raanpov;or or part-time operations which may "be
suppltracircod by off-farm omploymon tliat w ill not intorforo vjitli successful opera-
tions in ordor to maintain fu ll oraployiiont and a satisfactory lovol of living; a
AillinAnuss i;0 assum tlio noccissaa™y rosponsibilitios in order to make an offcctivo
coircrilDution to tii Nation*s uar effort; a Tamily background of rural axporioncc
and inana”orial ability; that tlio borroucr bu unablo to obtain adoquatcj farra and
iioriisj financing at r*asonablo ratos cind. toriiis from sources other tlian tho FSA;
that tliur ba a roasonablo possibility® of repaying tho loan and. that tho family”s
1Y 1 of liualtli and living can bo rinintainod or iraprovod*

lluad,s of faidili s Iliciblu as standard borrowors can got loans for liv<j-

s'tock, fariYi cfuip m it, iiinox* repairs and inprovomunts for fana and/or iiomo, par-
]

BL == {I[]

(Ivloro)






plaa» inclicatos tliat sucii uonditurus aro noccssary to succOTsfullj® conduct tho
~faiiuly”™s vur producoion pr t,raiii and rolia‘'oilitation of tho farm family*
llovjuYor, loans TIJill not bo mado for refinancing, ~onorally spoakin®, al-
tliouGli gxc .p ions my "u madcii
j?API COGRUP LOAL .
[ I | E N NN
, a i rllllr r---,r
citizoiio, 3jii reports that duo to thu liioitod funds on hand for tiiis purpose
and tiio lar™o nunbur oi" applications already on liand it is unlikely that nioro than
12 farm own”rsiiij) loans can bo madu in California. this yoar.
SZRHCS3
fiLiilius, uliose income for taxable purposes has averaged "SjOOO or less
per year du”inG the las five years* are eligible for prepaid medical and hospital
care tiirou Ji Liemljersliip in county healtli associations establisiied by IFSA in cooper-
ation uitli California ?lidsicians Service, county medical societies and local far-
laers*
FACILIT : LOAi 3
Water facilities loans, mwliicli run up to 20'years at three per cent interest,
are available to farm farailies for repairing, rebuildinG or constructing farra and
irrigation uater systems, provided the farailjr cannot secure adequate financing
i'rora otlier sources#
GHOUP 3~.m.C28 LOIUT3
G-iroup services loans are available to fanuers ivishing to pool their re—~
sources x r tlie pui~ciiase and use of services and equipment such as purebred sires
and maciiinery wliicli tiiey cannot afford to 0im individually* Tliese loans carry
tlire3 percent interest and run for a period not to exceed the lifetime of tlie

xacility purciiasod*






Departraent of the irtorior
Vfer Relocation Authority
Room.202, Viieldoii" Building
461 Luarket Street
San Francisco 5, California
HIOJ'SCT RSLEASE HO> £

San Francisco” January 18 -- Robert v Kenny, attorney general of Calixornia,
has written tlie lai-j enforceinent officers of the state calling upon tlien to see
that returning Japanese-jUaerican people are £iven fu ll protection* In liis fetter
1le quotes "tlie text; of a statement issued "by the State Law Eixforceiaent Advigory
ColLnuttee a”ter a special neeting called at the Su{ifesti L Of Governor iilarl Jarr6lle
The statement follow si

inNde con”ide”™ it oui* sworn duty as laiv erdTorcenient officers to fully co iDer-
ate ¥Jith tlie Ariay autliorities in dealing vjitli tlie return of the Japanese residents
of this state. Al persons, regardless of race, are entitled to tlie full protoc-
tion of lawe Tlie has careful® invostiGated each person to be poi'niittod
to return and w ill not allow those vjho arc potential® dangerous to return.

Jrliero sliould ldo no difficulty involved in this transition unless incidonts
are provoked, bj intomDcrato vjords and tliougholessiioss*

During this period of adjustmont the roputration of eacli. of our California
comrxmitiGS vail bo at stal:o. Wb liavo faith in the good judgmont of tlio people

of California# Wb confidently oxpuct all citizens to join Tdth us in furtliorin”®

full rospoct of tho individual riglits involved.!






Department of the Interior
"War Reloca ion Authority
Room 202, Sheldon Building
461 Marke Street

San Franoisoo 5, California
PROJECT RELEASE NO. 3

FRESNO, C a lif.--—--—-- Two families who have r*e urned to
the San Joaquin Valley area have reported to Paul Fischer,
Relocation O fficer at Fresno, that hey have received a friendly
mwelcome from Jaeir neighbors.

The Kazuo Hiyama family, including heir two children,
returned from the Gila River project o heir farm av Fowler.
Mr, Hiyama reported o Fischer tha no diffioul y Twes ex-
perienced and ha hey are getting along nicely*

James Morishige, his wife, Marcella, and two daughters,
Priscilla and Marlynne, have taken possession of their farm
three miles northwest of Selma, They were well received, said

Mr. Morishiges The children are attending school and have re-

ceived fine treatment from local children at Selma,






Department of he Interir”
War Relocation Authority”™p
AKoom -202, Sheldon Building
461 Market Street
San Francisco 5, California
FOR IMISDIATE RELEASE TO ALL PROJECT PAPSRS NO. 4

To keep Nisei fighting on the far-flung battlefronts informed of progress
on the home frori , Pasadena Friends of he American Way, through Marjorie Noble,
executive secretary of that group, has sent letters to Nisei soldiers whose
homes were in the Pasadena area.

Addressed to MDear Nisei Soldier,n he letters tell the names of the

returnees and what they are doing. Here's a sample:

"In this first week aftere he lifting of the ban, thirteen Japanese
Americans have come O Pasadena* They include:

nKo Yamaguohi, age 1 0 ,living Twith he Emerson family and attending
McKinley Junior High School.A clipping about him, from the Los Angeles Times,
is enclosed*

nT.. Hata, who has found a gardening job, and housing for his family*
He is emporarily living 111 he Emersons*

sRuby Hori, who w ill be a freshman at U.C.L.A. next erm, and has a
housework job in Los Angeles»

"Akira Kageyama, who w ill work at Calteoh, living now with the Emer-
sons.#

"Mitsuko Koyama, living at the Morses', w ill attend P.J.C. next term*

I,Franois Uyema su and Francis Uyematsu., J r., 110w at he Carrsl, are here
to look over their nursery and make arrangements for reopening the business*

nMr» and Mrs* lida and.Mr* Yamamoto, who may accept jobs offered hem a
Moody*s mattress factory, in Los Angeles, With the Nicholsons,

nMrs-* Lily Moriguchi, who lived with Miss Fanning while she was here on
business.

uMary Aota, living with the Pomeroys, starts at P.J.C. in February.

"Rev* T Kowba living now with the Nicholsons, is here o0 observe con-
di ions and sentiment and report them in the centers.

nMr* Takayama, the father of Hideo and Shigeo Takayama., is expec © o
arrive toraorrow, and others have written that they are ooming. We welcome all
mfcheso, Qnd hopo "thext! moro w ill soon bo with us« And noodless t;o sav® we hope
that before long you w ill be among them.t






Department of the Interior 21345 lr

War Reloca ion Authority /'
Roora 202, Sheldon Building /
461 Market Street Project Release No» 57

San Francisco 5, California
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

LOS ANGELES, Feb. 00. - The five members of the N ittf family, the Shokukes
and the Hitoshis, are back on their farm near Santa Ana pretty happy about

the "whole hiiig, hank you*

Things seem to be going w®© llI# Hi'fcoshi reported in a "bhank you
letter vJTitton to the office here recently, several weeks after the return
himself.

of/sotpchis wife, their child, his father and jttbther from the Colorado River Re-
loca ion Center at Poston, Arizona.

had a very good trip and since our return are slowly getting settled/1
wrote young Nitta. nS far we have had a v/iarm welcome by everyone except some-
farmers, all of which | believe you; know about. A Il of* he business houses in
Santa Ana have welcomed our business except one farm implement firm* Two other
equipment firms have gree ed m very cordially stud | have already done "business
with them. | already oontacbed a blacksmi h in my neighborhood and haye had
business with him# Therefore it looks as if my farm machinery w ill be cared for.
So far our farm labor ha3 been plentiful.

"There has been no difficulty in marketing our produce. A friend of mine,
who is a farmer, has offered to market my produce should conditions become so
difficult that the~r-Would prevent me from doing soa However, he did not think
that such a condition would ever exist, | do not think that such a hing will
haDDen either.3

Ni ta w1l on to tell of he renovating job he and his family are doing
on their home, concluded: nFrom the looks of things it shouldn’'t be long before

welll have the place in fair shape*’

1



Department of the Interior
War Relocation Authority
Room 202, Sheldon Building
m461 Market Street

San Francisco 5, California

To: Al Project Papers Project Release No* 6
For: IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WEAT TE3Y REPORT

Taro and Sai o Fukishama arrived in Richmond (C alif,) recently to take over
their nur.sery which had been leased. The pair, who had been working in defense in-
dustries in Chicago and whose parents live at Topaz, stayed with a neighbor v/ho re-
umed from a center a WOnth earlier. Both reported kindly re&tmoirb and tha the
yieighbor, who lives on e farm near Richmond, moves freely in he vieini y with no

comment*

Isao Toshikawa le ft Manzanar to make an. investigatory trip to Venice, C alif,#
and Brentwood, found people friendly at both places. A Catholic Church in Los

Angeles aided him in his search for farm propel' y by providing an automobile*

Shegataka Onishi, his wife and son moved back to 'San Jose more than a month
ago to heir old home, They report friends, neighbors and storekeepers as being
courteous and friendly. The son,13, vias warmly received by his olassmates and on
Valentine's Day received.15 valentines* The Onishis, who were at Heart Mountain
for a year bsfore emporarily relocating to Denver where Mr. Onishi did gardening,
said they regretted much mors of their friends are not returning, or appear hesitant
about doing so.

* ok % %k

George Ninomiya, h5s wife, Mildred, and their two children, aged two years
and three months, respectively, returned to San Francisco February 20 from the Colo-
rado Relocation Center, On their way from Poston they boarded a train and found
that one of their Pullimn reservations had been oancellsd. It “puld, Jiave meant that
Mr. Ninomiya and one of the children vrould have had to sit up all night had not a
service man insisted on giving his "ber*bh o In. San Francisco "thsy were cour-
teously received at the Granada Hotel on Sutter Street near Hyde, Friends of the
Jitterioan made every effort to make the family comfortable, made arrangements for
a girl to sit with tho children while the Ninomiyas went out to shop* Mre and

Jkrs* Ninomiya report hey have been treated with courtesy and respect wherever hey

have been,

(more)



** Page 2 - THEY ARE 3SIJTG P~CSIVED

In Lodi, San Joaquin County, four children of re urnees have been made to
feel weloome by both teachers an4 students. The Olliidren reported .that the teachers
had told their Caucasian classmates that they must ntrea them (the returning child-
ren) like anybody elsell and that*s v;hat they,re doing, A special bulletin was put
out by the school to all members of he faculty, the bulletin to be read to students
fin groups where understanding oan be achieved.n The bulle in briefly summed up he
evacuation, lifting of the ban, the compulsory education lavwrs of California, pointed
out that hazing was illegal, wound up by quoting uThe test of a free couri ry is the
security it gives its minorities** (Acton) and that every person who holds a Cali-
fornia vState teachersl oredential had taken an oath to support the laws of California

and the United States Constitution,

In Atwater, near Merced, where two families have returned, tho children re-
ported they liked the schools there better than in the center because "ths children

were nicer.n

Robert Ozawa recently became the first Nisei to register at the San Francisoo
Junior College* He was cordially received by he dean of he college and every
teacher he has met so far has assured him of his welcome. Robert, who comes from
Topaz and is staying xvith Caucasian friends in his old home in Berkeley, reported

one of his teachers volunteered to ustand by him" a all timese

1
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461 Market Street
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For: lia®"DIATE RELEASE

Jasic rights of people of Japanese ancestry returning to California must b«
protected and such protection is a responsibility of all law enforcement agencies
in California, Sta ‘' Attorney General Robsrt W Kenny told an annual meeting of he

state*s sheriffs, held in Sacramento on March 1G*

Mr« Kenny denounced groups which are "stirring up trouble" with returnees.

nThe protection of their basic rights*,, .freedom from fear, freedom to earn
mfcheir living, freedom to live as peaceful citizons#eow.mus'b also be maintained”

said he e+toraey General*

tThis si nation is peculiarly ono in which npiy groups need to cooperate
wholeheartedly to assure results® Tho sheriffs and polio© chiefs have a direct and
immodiato pari o0 playj the Department of Justice has a responsibility from a state-
wide standpointj the armed services for action of soldiers and sailorsj the War Re-
location Authority for furnishing information which w ill be helpful in oarrying this
program through to its wultima e ccnclusionj district attorneys to prosecute anyone
who vio a es the lawj and all of us3 as adults and as responsible members of our
coiranunitioSj to do whatevor wg can to see that the attitudes, too, of people are

suoh as o0 allow the Japanese <Americeois o live in safety and poaco in the areas in
which they reset Le#n

Referring to the world oonferenoe sohsduled in San Franoisco for April 25,
Mr. Kennv pointed out that ho German and Japanese radios mention the oonferenoe in

scoffing terms nbut our Allies speo.k of it as a hope for the future without recurring
wars n

- Eg continuod

AA-norioan citizenship with its attributes of fearlessness, self assurance
and dignity” lsans muoh to the hearts of men who have suffered under the Nazi and
Nipponese yok.es* Ne llust4 therefore® make absolutely sure "that nothing interferes

with tne -weloome we extend---that nothing ocoures in California to mar the impression
on our quests of democracy in operation,M

Touching on the Ilifting of the exclusion order banning persons f Japanese
ancestry from the “est Coast, Mr, Kenny pointed to the decision of the U, St Supreme
Court that the rights of the Japanese-Amerioans must be restored, that the rights to

protection accorded to the wealthy and strong must be extended to those who are small
and weake

*Remenz)er, ho said, M~*-»and remind people----that this applies only to those
whose loyalty to these United States has been detemined and who are hence being
allowed to leave the Vfar Relocation Centers. These rights are meaningful and must b©

protected® And it is the duty of law enforcement officials to oast aside any personal
prejudices they may have and fully to protect the returning Japanese Americans.

M It*s tine that wo got down to brass tacks on the reasons for so much talk.
One of the clues lies in what y u s e in California grocery stores today. Gone are

i hug P1 f mg vegetables which made the shopperk mouth fairl*/water
a™d up "are the prlces on the fess-attractive “vegetables which 'are on thrsLIves J

in then ®numerated some of the incidents which have occurred tied them
m with selfish economic urges and then askeds Anem

G) A™ not these activities more reminiscent of Klu Klux Kians and Vigilantes
than of our much.vaunted 1945 methods Of protection ef rights and maintenance c¢ f eacel

(more)






MYour shield or star is a symbol of your office, your authority, and your
responsibility* It is acquired when you assume office and say, ¢l do solemnly swear
that | w ill support the Constitution of the United States of America, the Constitu-
mtion of he Stats-of California, and | w ill faithfully discharge.the duties of the

office of sheriff.according to the best of my ability, so help me God,*

"The Vigilantes were originally formed when law enforcement officers did not
do their duty and even participated in defiance of the law. They came about because
of the w ill of law-abiding citizens who demanded that their laws be upheld. It is
up to us to see that the powers and duties with which vfe are charged are not usurped
-—in other words, we must do our pare or* 'be replaced*

"Most of the incidents thae have taken place are specifically prohibited by
law and it has been possible to take prompt and definite steps to quell disturbances
and take into custody those who transgress against he peace, | know from first hand
experience how prompt y and e fficiently all of you have moved. The Department of
Jutioe has been arid continues o be at your service for any assistance wg can render
Offenders must be apprehended and quickly.ql

Mr. Kenny added:

uThQ more subtle attacks, resolutions by which large groups promise fnot to do
business with the Japs paint ,(Jap-*lover, signs on doors, or refuse to allow their
children to attend the same schools, are more degrading, harder to handle and result
m even more deep-seated disorimination against these people* Actually, if we re-
member that none of us is doing business with !the Japs* wefll make 1l0re headway*
We oo.n and should do business .wi be. he 1Japanese Americans, 1M

In concluding his address o he sheriffs, Mr. Kenny observed:

"Example has long been one of the more powerful influences in American life
and in the setting of customs and habi s not Ollly of the na ion bu also of every
coinniunity. Lawlessness, clanishness, segregation and mental cruel y are subversive
influences which can 00lor the present and future life of the whole community* If
they aro allowed to exist unhindered and are even tacitly approved, they can and
w ill bring evil consequences of a kind which | daresay none of us would be willing
to have a part in,u

1
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SAN FRANCISCO, March 00,—Pouf men, two of them "brothers AWOL from the Army
and the other two brothers and 6ivilia.il residents of Auburn® California, w?.ll.go to
mferial before a jury and Sup@rior Judg6 Lowell Sparks m Placer G-ounty Sup©nor
Court at Auburn on A p rill7 on charges of arson and attempting to dynamite a build-
ing, R. B, Cozzens, Assistant Director of the War Relocation Authority® announced
here oday.

The four were arrested in connection with the attempted burning and d”am it-
ing of he Sundo Doi ranch, near Auburn, on he nigh s of January 17 and 18*

Picked up after an inves"fcigatjion of t¥o v/eokf by local and state authorities”
Pvt. Elmer R, Johnson, 20, and his brother, Pvt« Alvin E. Johnson,18, have been
held in Auburn County ja il because they were unable to make a 15000 cash or 110,000
personal bond# The two other brothers, James Edward Yfatson, 38, an Auburn bartender,

and his brother, .Charles, 35* a.rancher pos ed real es ate "bonds ill he amoun of

110,000 each*

On February 21 the four were "bound over o he Superior Cour for trial
after a preliminary hearing* On March 13 the four pleaded not guilty before Judge
Sparks, who then set the rial date and gave he Watson brothers five days in
which to file new bonds of $10,000 each because D istrict Attorney C. E, Tindall
complained hat Je sureties offered v<rere no sufficient*

The Watsons then made new bonds and viere allowed to re urn o their homese

The Doi family, Sumio, his fa her and mother, re urned from Granada Reloca-
tion Cen er to heir* ranch ‘January 5» Sumio Doi has two brothers serving with

the Army, one of them overseas and another has been training at Fort Snolling, Minn#

11
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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

uSince arriving home we have experienoeed nothing but kindness and friendly
words*”

So "'wro e Sva Tanimoto, member of the first family to relocate on the West
Coast from Tul© Lake Segregation Center since the lifting of the military ban# to
the Relocation Division at the project*

Miss Tanimoto, 23, and her family re urned about six weeks ago to the 85-acre
fruit farm owned by her and her brother, Jim Minoru, 21 ,at Gridley, California*
Others of the Tanimoto famimy "who returned were her .father, Hikiochi, 62j her mother,
Rewa, 57 and ano her "brother*, George,18.

Here are excerpts from her le tter:

)

am sorry have delayed until now to thank you for everything you have done
for me and my family* | just oannot find words that "would express my gratefulness
said appreciation*

e had no trouble whatever in get ing home* The trip was very pleasant and
the strain of the trip had no ill effect on father*s health. | am very happy to
say that the lower elevation and warmer climate are doing wonders to him*

”"Since arriving home we have experienced nothing but kindness and friendly
words. Many of our friends have brought us fresh eggs, home-made butter, jellies
and fruits*

uAmong our many friends we had a call from a group of people who reside in
this area who are fighting against disorimination. They were so very nice and under-
standing that it "brought tears in my eyes to think that here are people like hem
who take special interest in us and help us in our trying times* They told me to
feel free to come to them if there should be any trouble or discrimination. wish
that everyone in the colony could meet these wonderful people.

TNt vory long ago there was a little trouble at the Gridley Bakery about ser-
vices to a Filipino customer, and this group went down here o look into the matter

and talked with the saleslady and | understand now everything is fine*

(more)
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Ul was telling this group of my fatherls illness and that | vfas going to
take him to the new doctor that took ©ver th© practice of our family physician*
They informed me hat his doctor is also a member of their group; they agreed, to
contact Dr* Thompson for me# On the same day | talked with these people, Dr. and
Mrs* Thompson came to visit us# | never me anyone so understanding sind friendly
as they are. Dr* and Mrs* Thompson are very good friends of Dr, Yamauchi of he
base hospi al there in camp, so we had lots of common things to talk about,

uThis isn* the cruel "world I onco "believed It to be™ | don*t; hink there i3
anyone more fortunate than I* Financially® | may not bo the richest girl on this
earth, but I have he bes frionds, a nice comforbable house orchard® parents,
everything anyone oan ask for and | value heso things more highly han a Il he gold
in the world.

very

"Thank you from he/450ttom of my hear for everything you and the 1TRA have
done for me to get me once more on my feet* | am greatly indebted to you and th©
WRA for this chance, | have wri ten many encouraging letters to our friends up
there telling them of our good fortune. Please remember me to Mrs# Thomas and
Mr# S hallite Once again, many, many hanks o you*

"Most gratefully,

nEva Tanimoto. *
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Recen ly he War* Relocation Authority sen a reports officer out to find ou
how the largest groups'of relooa ed Americajis of Japanese ancestry in California
were working out their resettlement problems, individually/- and as a unit of he com-
munity, t

The groups visited wore in Fresno County, While individual answers ranged
all the way from uwonderfuln to "pretty good, so farll, there was not one person
unable to say h© was glad to come back.

The firs visitod was the Inoye family who have returned to their home in the
Westsido of Fresno, When Mrs. Inoye answered, the doorbell and saw her visitors, she
exclaimed happily, "More corapany'l. Mrse Inoye told us hat she had had a stream of
callers ever since hey returned about two months ago* Her former boss from the
Bank of America. the Dean of Women a Fresno State Teachers College, many neighbors
and friends have rung the Inoye doorbell o TArelcomo them home. ,fOne nice old man
saw my husband on the other side of the street and he got so excited ho ran over and
hugged him”, Mrs. Inoye said. &They looked so funny standing there hugging each
other."”

The fits night Mre and Mrs. Inoye came home, they walked down to he Chinese
section of he town "wi h their fourteen year* 01d son and had dinner in a Chinese
restaurant. The proprietor was friendly* Some Filipinos stared at them but the
Inoyes were told tham Filipino hostility in that section came from seasonal workers
who would soon be gone. "We just stay out of their way", Mrs# Inoye said*

Several months before the Inoyes returned, their place of business™ a garage,
was burned down* This means hat they may not be able to reopen their business but,
even so, they are happy that they came home*

'« f we had lis ened to rumors, we never would have been here,¥ Mrs* Inoye
said. tWhen vie were on the train coming out, we bought a San Francisco Chonicle and
read of he Orosi cases I'm afraid we never would have started out if we had that
news "before we go on the mrain« 1*lll certainly glad we didn't know about it because
we would have missed the wonderful happiness of being home,"

Mrse Inoye keeps a guest book and all the're umess sign i they visit
her homo. She is a complete informa ion center ontheir plans and activities*. She
oan te Il you, for ins ance# hat Fred Waterida has returned to his vegetable farm
outside of Fresno and is being cordially welcomed by his Chinese neighbor* Or, she
can give you news about young Robert Yabuno from Gila who is preparing to take a job
as an optometrist or, maybe, he w ill open his own business* A Caucasian classmate

of Robert*s is going out of his way to help him get se tied as are 0 her Caucasian
friends.

W hile we were in Fresno West Side, we visited Mr, Kubota, Postonls former
Mayor9 at the hotel he operates there* Mr. and Mrs* Kubota and young Henry were
working like beavers to get the hotel painted up and spring cleaned* Henry is wait-
ing to hear from he Government on a matter of business pertaining to World War Num-

ber Il and while he is hanging around ho is having a good time seeing his old friends*
He was invited to a party given in a Caucasian homo the other night for a serviceman
on”~furlough. Honry doesn't worry much about talk of Filipino hostility. He .had his

hair cut by a Filipino barbor the other day and in addi ion to a good haircut, he go
a hearty welcome.

Going back t.o "the Reloca"tion O ffice, we lllet Fred Nishida and Chiok Sasaki who

are back in Reedley with their parents and brothers and sisters. These two boys
told us that they had a warm reception in Reedley, Returning war veterans from the
Pacific hnv®© sliakon hands with "bh©! Yfhen. "fch®y met "fchOll on "th© street* Thev wer®
urged so hea.r'bily to attend the Firsl; Mennonite Church that thoy.did a few Sundays

ago and were cordially welcomed by everyone® They got their biggest thrill out of
homecoming in a grocery store, %jVe were standing in lino waiting our turn at;, the
counter , Frod Nishida said. "We knew all about the cigarette shortage and. so we
weren«t even going to ask for cigarettes. But the fellow in front of us, a Caucasian,
asked and he got two packages, | thought I*d ask and-see what the storekeeper would
say to us* After all, we are of Japanese ancestry and the storekeeper is a Filipino

but something made 10 ask—just to prove to. myself vrhether or no we were being r&at-
ed like other people. The Filipino storekeeper didn” answer me when | asked for the
eigarettes- He merely reached dovm behind the counter and handed me-- not two packages
like he did he Caucasian customer— but THREEen

(over)
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Our firs call ou side off Fresno was a the home of Harry:. Qsaki near Selma*
For a house that had been peppered Thi h buckshot a few weeks ago, it certainly had
norma.l appearano©* Those who worried about "the effect off this atta,ok on "the elder

Osakis would have been relieved if they oould have seen them happily puttering
around In their garden. The boys were out in the' fields and so we visi ed with he

paren

Mr, Osaki does not speak English fluently but he knows how o0 get over one

point—uThis is my country0, he said, scuffing his foot in the soil of his ranch,
" his is where we belong*M

Not far from the Osakis are the Hiyamas* Mr* and Mrs. Hiyama and their two

children got home a few days before Christmas and later other members of the family
followed. Mrs. Hiyama and her sister-in-law were digging out in the vineyar when

we arrived and they were glad to stop work. It looked like rain and they said hey
might go in the house to bake a cake.

The Hiyamas were one of he first families to relocate in Fresno County,
Neighbors and friends called on them and brought them gifts. ' Even people whom they
didn” know dropped by v/ith Christmas presents. They received over a dozen letters
of encourageniGrr® from peopl® all over Je Sts © A mcii serrb hQm an AniGricfiri
and told hem o hang it on their front poroh.

The older Hiyamas and the.ir daughter called on a Filipino family whom hey
had known before evacuation* The family was happy to see theraandtheHiyamasen-
joyed their visit*

Around the corner and down the highway are the Hirokase Mrse Hiroka and her
two daughters, Alice and Fusa® ere doing chores, in heir com”or abl© home when we
arrived. They sent out for Harry-j he bro her who is managing the farm* He is he
only one of the four Hiroka boys who has been spared by the Army to run the ranch.
Harry oame in with Howard Hatyama, a neighboring rancher, who, like the Hirokas, re-
100aied o he East from G*-ila.

The younger Hirokas were en husias io in heir praise of Morriston, New Jersey

ewhere they had relocated. They were In the midst of a Friends colony there and the
enviromueii'fc was ideal* We suspec od 'thca he younger Hirokas would have |iked

stay in Morriston—but not so Father Hiroka«x He is the biggest booster for reloca-
ion to California we met on our trip, .

guess you can sum i all up "by saying ”“Be i ever so humble therefs no
place like home*1 young Harry said*

The Hirokas were the first re urnees o Fresno County and seiTfcimeirfc mis no
too good then, they think, nYou oan tell it's improved by the way people aot",Harry
said* 'When we first cams back, people didn*t vi®*it us too openly. Nov;, they oom©
here freelyThe Hirokas mtrade in a Chinese store when they go to Fresno* There is
one thing'that could make their homecoming more pleasant, Harry thinks, and that is
for more of the evacuees o 00me back.

Howard Hatyama said that he and his wife backed up everything ] Hirokas
said* Both families were amused at the rumors that had circulated in the centers
about their homecoming* '*1'© heard that people, in, he cen ers had reports that the
Hirokas "were a |l dead and that Hatyama was. inm he..jiospi al or in jail", Harry, laughed,

nit*s too bad people pay any attention o those wild rumors*¥

Baok in Fresno, we ran into James Muyamoto from Poston who has come back to
take over the family ranch, Muyamoto runs the farm for himself and his four sisters#
Soon he is going into the army and so his friend, Sata Watari a malso from Poston,
w ill run the place for him, Muyamoto has been welcomed by his high school teachers
and hundreds of old friends in Clovis* He 01d us hat Johnson Shumiza, also from
Poston is coming baok with his family to work for the Leonard Fruit Company, The
company is fixing up a home for him* "

During the day Pete Nakayama, from Rivers via

Paul Fisoher, Relocation O fficer in Fresno, Nakayama N t s are
working for a Caucasian farmer in Kingsburg, The other eg pai NN N can,
are very friendly* Nakayama has been too busy to get ar(ffl4 ~.n*b~*5i50k~"ut he
says he can te Il that Caucasians are .-friendly because to us'
when they pass by# noon

All in all Fresno seems o0 be a'goo .place to oome Play Com-

m.i'b'fceeSi church groups” sympftthe'bip oomriiunity leaders”™ a relocation officer and staff

who go out of heir way to add many extra touches not really oalled for in their job
descriptions make relocation in that area a pleasant adventur©<

Mr« Fisoher has only one OOlllplaint®-he wants more evaouees to relocate#
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Typical of the type of service offered to all travelers by the Travelers Aid

Society is that recently received Rikisaburo Oha3hi# a paralyzed returnee.

Mr# Ohashi was met m Sacramento by a representative of the society and given
every p ssible attention there whU e he and his family changed trains for Modesto.

The representative of the Travelers Aid Society wired the Stanislaus County

Welfare D epart at Mdest to ,eet the train with a wheel chair, as was d ne in

Saoramento#

The Thalers Aid S. i ty should be notified far enough in advance to handle

special case,. The society is e.uipped to arrange f r e,ergenoy .edical and a,-

bulanoe service at all railroad transfer points.

shis said that porters and other.railroad employes wero very kind and

considerate to them during the trip .

1117171~
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(On March 6 an attempt was made to intimidate'the family of Joe Taksda which
had returned to his farm three miles out of San Jose, California, January 26,
Several persons, thus far unidentified, attempted to burn the Takeda home and then,
when the fire was being fought by the Takedas, further attempted to frighten them by
firing several shots in the general direction of the house# Although law enforcement
officials quickly were on the a heavy rain obliterated such clues as footprints
or tire traoks* However# the search for the culprits goes on. Meanwhile, Joe Takeda
Americani has refused to be frightened or intimidated by a few bigoted night-skulkers
Just how Jo© Takeda feels about the whole thing is told by Joe Takeda himself in th©
following le ter which was recently received by James E. Sdmiston?l/TRAD istriotil© -
location O fficer at San Jose* W ritten from Rt* 2 Box 958, San Jose, the letter
follows,)

"Dear Mr. Edmis on:

hat he atmosphere has cleared somewhat follcwing he recent
attempt to burn and shoot-up our home near San Jose,i viant to te |l
you how my family and myself feel about this attack* The first pur-
pose of my letter is to set at rest a lot of rumors which have been
circulated throughout Santa Clara County*

nNine members of our family were in he home at the time of the at-
taok* They were: my father and mo herj my married sister and her
husband, P hil Matsumura; two younger brothers attending Santa Olara
High School; and my baby sister Beverly, a s udent at Alviso Grammar
School* | am sneaking for all of them when | say tha we are satis-
fied the attack was perpetrated by a few individual thugs and that it
does not in any way, reflect the feelings of lie people of Santa Clara
County and San Jose against our family or any othar returning evacuees,

aln support of his may | point out that all of our Caucasian friends#
many of whom have known us children Sinoe we were babies, have been
very cordial indeed* At Santa Clara High Sohool both the teachers and
the students have welcomed my brothers and received them back into
sohool activities as though they had never been away# The same applies
at Alviso Grammer Sohool4

"The repor hat we had le ft, or were about to leave our home is en-
tirely without foundation* We are here catching up the threads of our
lives where we left off and it would take much more than the incident
reported to convince us that we are not wanted in this community*

My brother-in-law, Phil Matsumura, is the only member of our family
who has le ft San Josee He is reporting for induction into the army*

] nYou are at liberty to use this letter as you see fit at th© Relocation
Camps in order that our feelings may bo known to other American Japanese
in the centers who are planning to i*e urn to their homes*

"Sincerely,

n/s/ Joe Takeda
*Joe Takeda"

1717/
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Wounded American soldiers of Japanese ancestry hospitalized at Dibble General

Hospital., Menlo Park, Californiaj are the special project of the San Jose Bible
College”, 306 So. Fifth Street® San Josg

To make sure that the Nisei are not

lacking for eirbeis ainmerrfc# mworkers from

he college have instituted a program for the ve erans which

includes errfcerfcainmeirfc

in homes of persons of Caucasian and Japanese ancestry in Santa Clara County, seeing
to it that flowers are placed in the men*s rooms, aking them for

au omobile rides
on sufmy days and making available to all

of them transportation so that

hey may
attend church services.

Among those working wi h Rev* L, Jessup, president of the college and
of the Church of Christ v/hich sponsors the college,

bauer® Audrey lIsaacs,

minister

are Mrs* Alice Stilge-
Eleanor S till, Mrs,

Maynard Kennedy and Rachael Carlton.

The work is being co-ordinated so that no American veteran of Japanese
ancestry

i,s overlooked and that everything vrithin financial means of the group

is
done to entertain them ,m

[1rrr
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Ordinarily it*s not news when two pretty young girls are able to fill their
social calendars with dinner dates, movie parties, canteen work and for odd moments
with ugabfestsM and bedtime snacks in their rooms wi h other girlse

But this kind of social whirl is news when the girls happen to be two Nisei
(Japanese Americens) who have recently resettled in San Francis -«

Where Miss Alice Takeuchi and her roommate Miss Emi Okazaki, who were evacuated
from he Coast in 1942¢ came back to his city a month ago, they were not too sure of
heir Y/elcome,

At best they hoped people would not be rude to them# Even in their most op-
tim istic moments they didnf expect to "be treated like popular sorority house pledges*

When he girls arrived from the East hey were introduced to each other at a
tea given by the International Institute* They found out hat both had temporary
headquarters a Je YWCA and they decided to join forces and 00k for a room*

They found jus the place at the Mary Elizabeth Inn ,1040 Bush Street, a
boarding home for girls operated by the womens organizations of the Methodist Church#
They were told hat the other 97 girls living in he house would be friendly to them«
Just how friendly hey found out within a few hours of moving in*

MWe were unpacking our things, when we heard a knock on the door,11 Miss Takeuchi
wrote to her sister back East when she described her first day a the Inn. nThe
cutest little girl Marine was standing there* She held her hand out to us and told us
that she wanted to welcome us to the Inn* We thought she was a darling and of course
we jumped a he invitation to go out and have a dish of ice cream with her 1

Later at dinner the two Nisei girls met some of the other girls in the house
and everyone went out of her way to extend a greeting*

After dinner there was another knock at the door. This time it was an attrac-
tive all girl who had been absent from dinner and wanted the girls to know how
sorry, she was o0 hanre missed thenu

ASince then it has been like that every day,'l Miss Takeuchi says* uThere are
two WAVES and five women Marines in the house* Two of the women Marines are on our

floor and we run in and out of each other*s rooms or go upstairs to fix a snack when

we get hungry*f

(more)
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Bo h of the girls have met many Nisei in uniform--Japanese American service
men who are here on furlough from service in the Pacific or Europe or boys who are
stationed in the Bay Area. When they have dates the boys call for them at he Inn»
On those occasions the house mother, Miss Mary Elizabe h Daniels, receives the boys
graciously in the 10bby and puts them at their ease While hey are iwalbing for he
girls to come down to he living room.

"When our dates call and the living room for men is crowded, Miss Daniels
ushers them into the 'living room reserved for women,u says Miss Takeuchi#

Both girls are “crazy™ about Miss Daniels. uShe calls us all her family,u
they te you proudly*

The iris take heir datos o he CIO Se:nrice Men's Can een unless they express
a preference for M)xploringn San Francisco.

V/hother they have dates or not both girls devote one night a week to the can-
teeru They have sen out an S.n.S for-other Nisei girls to help them.

Tbd o*bli©r night we wer® i*ush©d. o ff our tliGy coinplain good-nsi'fcurecily*
'There vrero ?evon Nisei soldiers in the canteen and they all wanted attention. One
wanted someone to listen to phonograph records v#rith him, others wanted to dance and
s till others wanted to play games. And there were only two of us to go around.

Tho girls have made friends vfith the other hostesses in the canteen, especially
with he Chinese girls who are on duty with them.

When Emi and Alice take their dates on exploring trips they go to the beach or
to restaurants v”-rith a lot of San Francisco atmosphere. One night they v¥ent to a
Chinese restaurant in the former Japanese section of San Francisco. *_e were well
treated and well fed,Llthey and their datei® agreec«

The girls have received the same courteous treatment hat others receive in
stores and public places# The other night they were out with their dates and de-
cided they would go o0 a restaurant that they Remembered under the name of "The Merry-
go-Roiind*" They went into a drug store to look up the address in a phone book* “then

they couldn* find it they asked the clerk.

"Then he suddenly realized hat we were Japanese,u Miss Takeuchi said, "and he
seemed anxious to make up to us for wltiat he thought was a faux pas«n
uf course, of course,u he said to cover up his embarrassment, W ell anyway,

itls good to see you back again*n

(more)
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The girls insist that their eYonings are not all froth and chiffon. On Tues-
day evenings they go to Vesper services a .the Inn and lis ©n to interesting speakers*
On some evenings they go to serious meetings connected with their work* Miss Takeuchi
is seore ary to he. S ate CIO .Le'.gislat.ive .Director and Miss Okazaki is a secretary
at the lirfcemational In ti ute.

Once ill a "while they s ay home to tend to the thousands of details ha pile
up on working girlsOn their nights home they visit informally with other girls
helping each other with hair-dos, Straightening hems and pressing clothes.

Most of the girls in the hou's© are civil service workers - one girl works for
the FBI and ano her foie he OWI*

"1 lived in the YWCA "back East and | thought we had a darling bunoh of girls
there,* Miss Takeuohi says* nl dicing think they could be beat. But these girls
have gone them one better- They are friends welll never forget because they camo

hrough for us when we needed a lift.”
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That Americans of Japanese ancestry serving with the Pacific assault forces
have proved their loyalty o the Ujiited Sta es through heroism that has won he
-prsLise of all who have seen hem in station is the message Joe Rosenthal, Associated
Press photographer whose photograph of U#S# Marines raising OId Glory on Ivro Jima
won nationwide acclaiiap brought back with him, according to Charles Gottha”dj New
York correspondent for he Chicago Tribunes

Rosenthal™ "whose daring in making he historic picture of the Marines raising
he Stars and Stripes a B crater rim of Mount Suribaohi af er the bloody battle
for the island caused Ua” Secretary Forrestal to rems.rk that Rosenthal was "as
pal?i.,ant as he men 'who raisod the Flag", told Gottharts

nThei*e are thousands of Japanese Americans in United States service in all
theaters* Al of those with whom | came into contact are anxious to prove heir
10yalty 'to his country. Often heir anxiety is touching, fore hey evolunteer* for all
sorts of dangerous missions#

"Many have paia with their lives, and many more hare been wounded. They have
done an outs anding job for the Allied cause and their heroism should be recognized#
It has been recognized by the Marine commanders where | saw them in action at Quain,
Peleliu, and Iwo,n Rosen hal said in he interview.

"Usually they work with headquarters in serving as interpreters. Armed v/ith
hand grenades at entrance to Jap pillboxes or caves, they often convince the enemy
o surrendei* where Americsai officers, lacking the proper diction of the Japanese
language, would fail*

*They work so ¢ ose to he enemy on these missions ha , along wi h he danger
of being killed by Japs, they run the risk of being shot, unintentionally, by our own
Marines* From a distance i *s hard to te |l them from the enemy# Their dungarees soon
become ragged in rough country and the similarity of their physical appearance makes
their job that much tougher

Rosenthal said many of the Japanese Amorioans were in service in Europe and
clamored for transfer to the Pacific where, lent to the Marines, their linguistic and
Jther talents could be put to better us©« He said virtually all were serving with
special units rather than with regular fighting units.

(more)
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"And they get along fine with the i/larines, who are pushing their way to Tokyo
he added,

Rosenthal condemned isolated instances of antagonism toward Japanese American
fighting men by Uni ed States groups. He ermed a "crying shame” the action by the
Hood River, Oregon® Amerioan Legion Post in removing the names of Japanese Americans
from the oity*s honor ro Il,a move that also was condemned by the National Legion
organization# The names later were restored,

Rosenthal is preparing to return to the Pacific soon, Gotthard*s story con-

cluded.

/7177
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San Francisco, Hay 30--Hein3rial Day, 1945, dedicated by he Congress of
Indus rial Organizations, fto those v/ho have died so has others ye wunborn might
be fr3e, should "be a special reminder to CIO members ha discrimina ion and
fascism alike mean human degrada ion,n says he s atement of James B* Carey,
Secrotary-Treasurer of tho CIO, chairman of the CIO Committee to Abolish Discrimi-
nation and Consultant to the Amorican Delegation of the United Nations Conferonce
here,

"vig, together with the other free pooplo of the v/orld® have I"agod ono of
those wars to victory in Europe wo and our loyal allies aro dotormined to carry
tho war T/i h Japan to a similar vie orious conclusion* Our fight is for thG in
rights of human beings,u says Caroy”s statemon -«

"Those righ s mus no bo confused with man-made decisionse Tho rights
dorivo from tho natural law, and honco any individual or group of individuals who
donios or restricts the right of life and liborty to cmy othor individual bocauso
of differoneos in race or color, or Hgcuusq of opinions of man's ultimate spirit-
ual dostro”rs univorsal poaco. Man-iTiado decisions, on tho othor hand, possess
no such natural attributes. Tho ri*~ht to mako a decision is ono thing; tho docision
iusol-. is another. 1Jbn such decisions affoct adversely tho gonoral wolfaro, they

may cmd must bo rostrc.inod."
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Evacuees wishing to apply for lumber and other building
m aterials and equipment that are restricted under priorities con-
trol must file applica ions with the War Production Board* These
applications are submi ted through County War Boards or Federal
Housing Administration offices, depending on the nature of the
proposed construction”® for their recommendations regarding issuano®©
of certificates for the desired items* The applications are then
referred to the WPB for final action. In oortain instances we
have learned that because the applications were inoorreotly pro*
pared or for some other reasons, the County War Boards or FHA
offices have failed to approve applications* However, WPB may,
if it so desires, approve an application without the favoraole
recommendation of the office transmitting it»

If any evacuees residing in centers wish to file applica-
tions for controlled building irurfcerials it is suggested that
there b© attached to each application a statement from the
Project Director or Relocation O ffioer to the effect that the
applicant is returning to his home undels the provisions of
Western Defense Command Publio Proclamation No# 21 and needs
the materials requested in the application*to place his property
in suitable living or operating condition* Such a statement
attached to the application w ill aid materially in obtaining
approval of the application by WPB even though the County Way
Board or Federal Housing office to which the applitsation is first
referred .fails to make a favorablo recommendation#

Applications for construction or repair of resiaencos.in
cities should be made on form WFB-2896m Applications covering
farm con truo ion, including dwellings, cm3 all types of .ooiarnsroial
property, should be prepared on formWPB»617# Cases imrolving
farm buildings should be referred o the County War Boards*
Applications for construction involving city residences or 00l
meribial property should bo routed through the appropriat®
district office of the Federal Housing Administration#

000






